The internet is an amazing place. You just never
know what you’re going to find. Case it point, I
found myself on someone else’s Web site ... in Germany. What? Yeah, that was my reaction.
Some of my faithful readers may know that I’m
a rockstar ... in my own mind, and occasionally
weekends in the greater Dubuqueland area. My
band, the Rocket Surgeons, can regularly been
seen performing live in just about every live music venue within an hour’s drive of here. In fact,
coming up (after a brief respite) you can catch us
live at Murph’s on November 13 and The Bank (the
new name of the Silver Dollar Cantina) the night
after Thanksgiving. So go easy on the leftovers and
come let me rock your face off.

laugh, a few make me cringe. But some are still
pretty good. You can tell they come from a different era of music. They’re not real complex, but they
ain’t too bad. I think I could do a lot better now, but
who’s got the time? I have this article to write and
ceiling times to vacuum (don’t ask). Aside from a
lot of friends who have heard them, they’ve be relegated to obscurity on my iPod. I almost forgot that
I had put some on my Web site way back when.
That is, until I found someone talking about one of
my songs ... in Germany!

I’ve been playing since I was about 12 years old
but it took until my late 20s to break out of my shell
and start playing out. Prior to that I was a rock star
in my own bedroom. These days, with my ridiculous schedule, playing gigs is more of a release for
me, a chance to blow off some steam and have a
little fun, and I have to admit, sometime when we
overbook a month, it gets to be a little weary itself.
But I still love doing it.
When I was much younger and just thought I lived
a hectic schedule, I actually had a lot more free
time than these days. So back then, in addition to
being able to play 30 seconds of 1,000 songs but
100 percent of only about three, I used to write a
lot of stuff myself. I filled a couple of books with
lyrics and musical ideas. And when time permitted, I even recorded some of them. Back in the
dark days of analog recording, I had a four-track
cassette recorder and a Boss DR-6 Doctor Rhythm
Machine. It has drums, keyboards, bass, guitars
and a slew of other digital instruments built into it.
So if you knew music and technology, you could
create songs that actually sounded not half-bad, so
long as you can forgive yourself for having used a
drum machine. Especially one from the early 90s.
And, I think, I may be a better studio engineer than
a musician, because even 15 years later, the recordings sound way better than you should be able
to get from a cassette four-track. Good God, where
did 15 years go?

I was doing some Web surfing in regards to our
family farm, which is up in Stitzer, Wisconsin. It’s
where my dad grew up and where my brother Brad
and I cut our teeth bailing hay during summers as
kids. One of my songs was about the farm, moreso
about the road on which the farm sits. It’s called
Liberty Ridge Road. It’s kind of a country song,
which is funny because I’m certainly not much of
a country guy. Maybe Johnny Cash. But it is what it
is. Apparently, like me, the German guy was looking for information about relatives who emigrated
to the states and apparently put down roots on the
very same little gravel road in Grant County. He
found the song on my Web site because the title
was the name of the road. It took me a few extra
years, but eventually I stumbled right-back across
Back then, I didn’t trust my singing voice. I was him. There must be a name for that phenomena.
very vocally shy. If you’ve seen me live, you are
quite aware that I’ve gotten over that. So after I re- Mr. Waldmann’s 400-year-old Saxony, German
corded all of the parts, I would have my best friend bloodine spawned the need for a Waldmann’s
Wayne Tigges come over and lay down the vocal family website to track everyone. On this site he
parts I had written. Wayne was training to be an created a page all about my song he found online,
opera singer at the time, so, since he could not ruin including the lyrics and his collection of photos of
his voice with the harder songs I had written, I pur- the road. I was understandably shocked and huposefully chose to record some of the more mel- morously thrilled to discover it. Much like David
low tunes I had penned. Wayne, by the way, is now Hasselhoff, I am apparently huge in Germany. You
indeed a world-renowned opera star, jet setting never know what you’re going to find online. I
from Spain to Arizona to sing in the world’s most found myself. Only, not in any Zen kind of way.
famous opera houses including the Lyric Opera in Would you like to see for yourself? Visit my page
Chicago and the New York Metropolitan Opera as on his website here: http://www.die-waldmanns.
well as at the White House. Me ... I play Murph’s. de/specials/llr.htm. You can link to the actual song
Which is why I let him buy last month when we from that page, or just go to www.bryceparks.com/
met up for steaks at Ruth’s Chris in downtown Chi- about.html. Be gentle. I was young. And I swear I
played it all on a $79 Hondo Guitar. I still have it,
cago. I have no pride.
and the four-track and the Dr. Rhythm Machine too
Over a few years I recorded enough to fill a CD. ... somewhere.
Going back to hear them now, some make me
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere
in this issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find
the master of movies buried within these pages?
Hint: He’s tiny and could be anywhere, In a
story? In an ad? On the cover? Good Luck!

HEY, EVERY NOW AND AGAIN WE ASK THE TOUGH QUESTIONS
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is filling their shoes, or, more to the point,
their booking dates. With each passing
year, that job seems to get harder and
harder.
As you read the rest of this piece, please
understand that at 365, we’re big fans
of cool new opportunities for Dubuque
civically, culturally and educationally. We
love the growth we’re seeing in Dubuque
and put our full support behind those who
are working hard to create new opportunities for local citizens. But in my position
on the Five Flags Commission and through
my active participation in community
circles, I had some tough questions that I
wanted to ask as I see a great community
resource that may gets sidelined in our
race for progress. I’ll do my best to be fair
and open, but I may editorialize (as I tend
to do often). Hopefully, in the end, you’ll
see another side of the story and maybe
have some ideas to contribute to make this
a winning situation for all of us.
Out with the renovated, in with the
new.

Note: 365 Publisher Bryce Parks is chairman of the Five Flags Civic Center commission.
Five Flags is a victim of our own success.
Through the last decade of growth in our
community and even through the more
troubled recent economy, Dubuque has
seen some sweeping changes: Hundreds
of millions of dollars invested in the Port
of Dubuque, new employers like IBM investing in downtown, the local colleges
adding to their campuses and gaming
dollars making a big impact on the many
landscapes within our community. We’re
doing pretty darned good, so good that
groups are having success in raising the
necessary funds to build beautiful new
facilities to better serve their needs. Of
course, this refers to the new ice arena
at McAleece Park. But it also includes
the coming performing arts center at the
University of Dubuque, an expanded Interpretive Center at the Mines of Spain,

even going back to the Grand River Center Convention Center and the new, and
now expanding, National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium. This is growth
from which we all benefit.
When Five Flags was conceived in the
1970s, Dubuque was not in such a rosy
situation. The new civic center was created, in part, to save the threatened theater, and served as an “all things to all
people” type of venue for many purposes.
And to this day it continues as a home to
ice hockey, the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, live theater, concerts, sporting
events and more. But for some tenants,
while being a reliable venue, it’s not perceived as being perfect for their needs.
And in an economy that will let you be
picky, they are looking elsewhere to build
new homes, designed from the ground-up
to serve exactly their unique set of needs.
Five Flags Center General Manager Joyce
White completely understands their desires and does not fault them for aiming
high. The problem it leaves behind for her

A few weeks ago, the details of the new
ice arena were announced, and it looks
to be very exciting for our community. It
started out in 2006 at $2.5 million, planning to break ground in 2007. Then it was
$3.8 million in 2007 and would open in
fall of 2008. Now it has grown to $6.6
million, and it looks like it’s going to be
ready in 2010. We’re getting a new USHL
Hockey Team, as we once had with the
Fighting Saints, and Dubuque will have a
full-time, year-round, dedicated ice sheet.
I have been through enough Five Flags
Commission meetings to know that youth
hockey can never seem to get all the ice
time it needs for practice. There’s just not
enough time in the day, and these kids
can’t practice at midnight. The proposed
new ice was going to alleviate that issue
and augment Five Flags, adding a new
year-round option to the equation. The
new facility was also going to provide
lower ice sheet rental prices for its anchor
tenants, such as youth hockey, as well as
more hours per team of practice time per
season. While this solved the question
of ice time, it raised the question: If one
sheet is not enough, is two too much? Can
they both survive? It’s a Catch-22. With
the recent announcement that Five Flags’
ice equipment will be removed, it became
a moot point.
As part of the contractual agreement with
the three partners on the new arena (DICE
- Dubuque Community Ice & Recreation
Center Inc., Mystique Casino and Battlefield Dubuque), the City of Dubuque
“shall not allow any ice at Five Flags Civic
Center without approval.” Further, the

city will deliver to the new arena the ice
equipment from Five Flags, including the
dasher boards, insulating floor, refrigerator systems, 200 pairs of new rental skates
and the Zamboni. So in addition to losing hockey and ice, Five Flags is losing the
tools that make it possible to provide ice
in the future. Joyce White says, very professionally, “It’s just business.”
The city also cannot enter into any agreement to operate another indoor ice facility
on city property. This is the second time in
five years that the city of Dubuque has put
Five Flags in a difficult situation in order to
guarantee the success of the newest project. Five Flags and its commissioners were
not given an opportunity to provide input
or argue the case to retain ice, which puts
somewhat into question the value of having commissions. I have been on the Five
Flags Civic Center Commission for a number of years now. The issue of Five Flags’
future has been the topic of lengthy discussion for some time with us. The coming
loss of anchor tenants to specialized venues and the vocal concerns of the hockey
community are very serious issues for the
commission.
So we’re back to one sheet of ice.
The problem with having the one sheet
previously, it was argued by the hockey
community, was that hockey was too often
displaced by other events. So if the center
booked a concert when hockey was already scheduled, then hockey would get
bumped and they would lose practice
time. The Dubuqueice.org Web site says
there were 32 days of “lost ice” between
September 2005 and March 2006. Five
Flags shows that in the last three years,
hockey was bumped only three times,
once per year, totaling four days. In those
four days, the center was able to host three
profitable shows (Dierks Bentley, ZZ Top,
and Bull Riding) appealing to a large audience of Dubuquers, both of those benefits
being part of the city’s operating mandate
to SMG (the facility management company that runs Five Flags) to “minimize netoperating loss and maximize utilization of
the facility.
The problem is there is a different definition
of cancelled. Lisa Thormann, Dubuque
Youth Hockey Association board member
and ice scheduler, explains that she has to
book two months ahead and work around
events’ date holds. So while they are not
technically cancelled, they are simply
unavailable for booking as potential ice
time by such recent events as Lord of the
Dance, Papa Roach and bull riding. Frus-

Continued on Page 6.

WITH FRIENDS LIKE 365INK, WHO NEEDS MORE FRIENDS?
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NOV
4

Van’s Liquor Annual
Fall Wine Tasting

Halloween spirits can also be found
swirling in the bottoms of glasses at Timmerman’s Supper Club. Van’s Liquor will
host its annual Fall Wine Tasting at Timmerman’s Supper Club in East Dubuque
Wednesday, November 4. Scheduled
for 5:30 to 8:00 p.m., this year’s tasting
will feature over 100 wines by a variety
of vintners and distributors, plus a selection of single malt scotches, bourbons,
and other premium spirits. Tickets for the
event are $20 in advance or $25 at the
door and are available at Van’s Liquor
Store, the Hospice of Dubuque office,
or Timmerman’s Supper Club. All tickets
proceeds benefit Hospice of Dubuque.
For more information call Van’s at 815747-3631. Cheers!

NOV
6

Outside the Lines
November Exhibition

Outside the Lines Art Gallery hosts an
artists’ reception to celebrate an exhibit of new artwork by Illinois artist
Beth Bird and Wisconsin ceramicist
Ryan Myers. Scheduled for Friday,

November 6, from 7 to 9 p.m. the
casual reception hosted by gallery
owners Stormy Mochal and Connie
Twining will feature hors d’oeuvres
and beverages and is free and open
to the public. The exhibit will be on
display through December 2009. Galena painter and printmaker Beth Bird
will exhibit six new paintings as part
of the OTLAG show. Using the moon
as a theme, Bird has created a series of
gouache and pastel paintings. Though
he has eight years of experience in a
university setting and four years as a
working studio potter and sculptor,
ceramic artist Ryan Myers began exhibiting his decorative and functional
pottery locally at OTLAG this year.
Drawing inspiration from the primitive
artwork of the ancient Aztec and Incan
cultures, the Stoddard, Wisconsin artist creates ceramic vessels which reference human forms.

NOV
7

Dubuque Winter
Farmers’ Market Returns

A great idea just a few years ago,
Dubuque’s Winter Farmers’ Market
has become a local foods phenomenon. Picking up where the summer
market leaves off, the Winter Market

begins the first Saturday of November (the 7th) and is scheduled for every Saturday morning from 9 a.m. to
noon, through April 24, 2010. Now in
its third year, the Winter Farmers’ Market will again be hosted by the Colts
Drum & Bugle Corp in their building
at 1101 Central Avenue. Organized
by a local committee of volunteers
and market vendors, the Winter Farmers’ Market is admission-free. Winter
Farmers’ Market is co-sponsored by
the Colts, the Four Mounds Foundation, and Premier Bank.

NOV
7

11th Annual Chocolate,
Champagne & Candlelight

The “Spirits of the Museum” (a volunteer support organization for the Galena
Historical Society museum) will hold
their wildly popular and sinfully delicious 11th annual “Chocolate, Champagne & Candlelight,” Saturday evening,
November 7, 2009 from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at the DeSoto House Hotel in
downtown Galena. Tickets are $14 and
include a glass of champagne. You may
get your tickets over the phone with a
Visa or Mastercard, or if you are in town
they are available at the museum or the
DeSoto House Hotel. For more informa-

tion contact the museum at 815-7779129.

NOV
14

Comedy Sportz Pres:
Guyz in Ties

Don’t miss this Bell Tower Theater favorite! Whether you are seeing them
for the first time or the 10th time, you
know you’ll have a great time as these
talented comedians create a brand new
show right before your eyes using suggestions from you and your fellow audience members. One performance only!
Saturday, November 14, at 8 p.m. Tickets are just $17 Discounts are available
for groups of 20 or more. For more information, visit www.belltowetheater.net.

NOV
20

26th Annual Mercy
Festival of Trees

The 26th annual Mercy Festival of Trees
will be held at the newly renovated Hotel Julien Dubuque Friday, November
20, starting at 5:30 p.m. through noon
Saturday, November 28. Viewing of the
trees is open to the public at no charge,
daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., including
Thanksgiving. All proceeds from the Festival will support the building of a new
Intensive Care Unit at Mercy.

POP QUIZ, HOTSHOT -- MORE BLOOD FOR THE BLOOD GOD
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season by starting earlier. This does not account for ancillary details, like concession
renovations that helped grow the per-person concession revenue from a few cents
to about $4.50. Perhaps it’s ironic that the
concession upgrades cut down the size
of the meeting rooms. This was done because the center was no longer allowed
to compete for the kind of events that
utilized the meeting rooms. Don’t forget
about the thousands of dollars and hundreds of hours of specialized training Five
Flags staff underwent, such as the IAAM
School of Ice Technology where they
learned from NHL professionals about
creating and maintaining super-high-quality ice. Yes, quality of ice is a huge issue.
It’s an art.

1. How many consecutive Hurster Cup
championships have the Dubuque
Thunderbirds won?
A. 1		
B. 2
C. 3		
D. 4
2. How long did the Dubuque Fighting
Saints play hockey?
A. 8 years		
B. 12 years
C. 15 years
D. 20 years
3. Who is not an anchor tenant at Five
Flags?
A. Dubuque Thunderbirds
B. Dubuque Fine Arts Players
C. Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
D. Fly By Night Theater Company
4. Dubuque already had one veterans
memorial before the new one was
created. Where is it?
A. Chaplain Schmitt Island
B. Washington Park
C. Marshall Park
D. Eagle Point Park
5. What two presidents were born on November 2nd, seventy years apart?
A. Hoover & Obama B. Polk & Harding
C. Lincoln & Hoover D. Adams & Taylor

Continued from Page 4.
trating for her is when she can’t book over
a held date, and then after the schedule
is done and submitted, the date opens up
and they’re not able to amend the kids’
schedules, so the center sits empty.
“We make every effort to mitigate their inconvenience,” Joyce White explains. “Anchor tenants are a top priority.”
Though Dubuqueice.org says each nonice event is a three-day downtime, in
recent years, the center actually works
through the night to guarantee only one
day of downtime for a concert-style event.
Nonetheless, it’s clear that there’s not
enough time on that ice sheet for everyone. Youth hockey also struggled with
the $175/hour ice time fee at Five Flags
as well as building a complex practice
schedule for their league on available ice
time at the arena. As it turns out, the new
arena will cost $10 more per hour than
Five Flags did. So while youth hockey will
finally have the much needed ease and
flexibility for scheduling practices as well
as increasing practice time for each team,
it will result, according to Gil Spence,
the City of Dubuque’s Park & Recreation
Director, in an additional $65 per kid in
youth hockey, which is an already expensive sport for parents. Thormann did not
know about the raised prices (as projected), but feels it might be worth it in order

6. Why did the ancient Saxons call November “Blood month”?
A. Sacrificed animals to their gods
B. Believed the earth was undergoing its
annual death
C. They collected blood to be stored
D. Because more Saxons died in November than any other month

to get a clear slate to schedule the kids on
the ice.
While getting bumped was a major worry
of hockey tenants, the overriding sentiment coming from the ice users was that
one ice sheet is simply not enough for the
demand, especially during the peak afterschool and early evening hours. Ask any
commission member; while we pushed
management to be vigilant about protecting the practice schedules of our users, we
understood the desire for the diverse community of ice users, which includes youth,
high school and adult hockey leagues, as
well as the Thunderbirds and open ice
skaters, to look into the possibility of a
second ice sheet for the city. When it was
announced that the new facility would indeed call for the elimination of Five Flags’
ice, it was not a shock to commissioners,
but certainly a concern. Considering the
amount of work and money going into the
project, this seems to be creating a lateral
move for servicing ice users.
Perhaps the most painful part about losing the ice at Five Flags is that the city
had just invested about five million dollars over five years in the facility with new
equipment and facility upgrades, some of
which can go to the new arena, but most
of which cannot, such as the new dehumidification system, which was installed
so the Thunderbirds could extend their

The Telegraph Herald quoted City Manager Mike Van Milligen as saying, “I’ve been
told that the loss of ice and the ability to
fill those dates will bring a net increase to
the bottom line.” But there seems to be
far more optimism in that transpiring than
there are hard numbers to support it. A
review of the numbers quickly and easily
shows that ice makes more money than
it costs. Numbers provided to Gil Spence,
who oversees Five Flags, show the loss of
ice would cause a $65,000 net loss of revenue to the facility next year. Meanwhile.
the “ability” to fill a date doesn’t actually
technically fill anything. There is a load
of work to do between point A and B before that is a reality. Bob Woodward, III,
president of DICE, has said this move will
“free-up Five Flags to bring in more ticketed events.” So I asked Joyce White if she
has ever, in her time with Five Flags, not
gone after every event she can, regardless
of hockey. Her simple answer was, “No.”
Contrary to Woodward’s rosy vision,
“freeing-up” Five Flags by yanking its ice
plant and revenues is akin to “freeing-up”
an employee by firing him.

7. Before finding success as Taiko, what
Key West restaurant below was
NOT previously in the same location?
A. Finny’s		
B. Neighbor’s
C. Cedars		
D. Windmills

Spence makes some good points in defense of “ability,” … “In the past, some
people have chosen not to book Five
Flags because they don’t want to stage an
event on top of covered ice. And the cost
charged to them to cover and uncover
the ice is also a detractor in choosing to
book the venue. That won’t be an issue
anymore.”
So there are definitely some added flexibilities and some roadblocks removed
to future bookings. The lifting of some restrictions previously placed on Five Flags
against booking floor events that can be
held at the Grand River Center will also
open new avenues for rentals. However,
until the bookings are made, it’s still potential revenue. That’s the crux of reality
that Five Flags is entering. It’s full of “potential,” but, right now, with no one to

Continued on Page 19.

365 SALUTES ALL VETERANS OF OUR NATION
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Here at 365, military service is in much of
our blood. You might recall reading about
Robert Parks, father of 365 co-founders
Brad and Bryce Parks, and his wildly intriguing stories of foreign service during
the Cold War. Indeed, across Dubuque,
our city has always had a long-standing
respect and reverance for our military veterans.

flag with a POW / MIA banner below it. In
the center, there is a 7-ton granite globe,
totaling five feet in diameter. The array
will sit on a field of brick, each having
been sold to raise money for the project.
This is expected to be a living monument
where people can come, to see the globe
with countries of the world, to be educated and to understand.

That respect comes to a head as
Dubuque’s new Veterans’ Memorial Plaza, a stunningly beautiful tribute to our
veterans, will officially open to the public
on Wednesday, November 11, at 2 p.m.
with a dedication and opening ceremony
/ ribbon cutting. The site upon which the
Dubuque veterans’ memorial is on Chaplain Schmitt Island, near the McAleece
Sports Complex.

Mystique Casino is a primary sponsor of
the event and will be honoring veterans
throughout the day. The casino is offering a free buffet meal at Bon Appétit for
veterans from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Veterans must present a valid military ID.)
Free parking and shuttle service from the
Casino parking lot will be available beginning at 1 p.m. for those wishing to attend
the 2 p.m. dedication. A reception will
be held in the racing area of the casino
immediately following the dedication ceremony; cake and coffee will be offered to
the attendees.

The project has been germinating for
quite some time; ground was broken for
the memorial on August 15, 2007, next to
the relocated Chaplain Schmitt Memorial.
November 11 will mark the completion of
Phase 1 of the project, with future phases
planned. The project has a board of directors and officers as well as a 501(c)
(3) non-profit designation -- while Board
President Louis Kartman invites the community to come together for this dedication to witness a “heartfelt piece of work
to honor each and every United States
Veteran.” And that’s a sentiment we can
get behind.
The Plaza seeks to remember Veterans for
their service (emblazoned with the statement, “All Gave Some, Some Gave All”)
as well as provide an educational opportunity for generations to come. The memorial is to recognize conflicts America
has been involved with, 12 wars in all,
from the War of Independence to Iraq.
The monument includes a curved wall
dedicated to the branches of service, with
their flags flying, bracketing an American

“It is an honor for Mystique to be involved in this meaningful tribute to area
Veterans,” says Joey Anderson, Director of
Community Relations for Mystique. “For
all that these men and women have given
for our freedom, it is the least we can do.”
For more information regarding the Veterans’ Memorial Plaza, contact Cindy Kohlman at 563-590-3265 or e-mail cindy.
kohlmann750@yahoo.com.
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Ah, Halloween. At no other time of the
year is it considered appropriate to not
only dress up in wild costumes, but to
do it in public!
Let’s start with the festivities aimed at the
young ones, first, and by that we’re referring to the Dubuque Jaycees’ Terror at
the Fair, which will run through Halloween from 6:30 - 10 p.m. Saturday, October 31, marks Halloween itself, and this
year, Dubuque’s Trick or Treat Night will
take place from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Now, let’s move on to Halloween for the
grown-ups.
For most folks downtown, the natural
way to get the party started is at on Lower Main Street. After a few cocktails at
Lot One, it seems like a natural idea to
float on up to 180 Main, where the Guinness is always cold, the tunes are always
floating and there’s always the great food
of the restaurant just a few steps upstairs.
On that night, 180 Main will be playing host to Juke Joint Duo, the combo of
Cedric Burnside and Lightnin’ Malcolm.
Should be a rockin’ good time.
The Silver Dollar Cantina is getting in on
the festivities as well with Bright Giant,
a.k.a. the Josh Davis Band. And don’t
forget about other great Main Street destinations like The Hub or Bricktown (featuring the country music of Bryan Popp
and Corey Jenny), or one of our great
Main Street dining destinations like Pepper Sprout or L. May Eatery.
Down on Highway 20, Jumpers Bar &
Grill is hosting the Mad Monster Party on
Halloween, as well. The Saturday night
party will feature the popular and always
fun Half-Fast, who will get the ghouls
rocking with their hard-rocking fun. The
costume contest is always a hoot -- plus,
there will be Halloween drink specials

to get the party started, including those
ever-popular wiggly treats – Jell-O shots!
The Grand celebrates Halloween in a
grand theatrical style with a screening of
the cult classic movie Rocky Horror Picture Show, preceded by a performance by
Betty & The Headlights. The show starts
at 8 p.m. with Betty & The Headlights
performing songs from the film including
the classic “Time Warp.” A screening of
the movie will begin at 10 p.m. Tickets
are $15 and include a “goodie bag” of
stuff appropriate to audience participation. Tickets can be reserved by calling
Betty at 563-495-3692 or the Grand box
office at 563-588-1305.
Off in the land of Key West, the newly
re-opened Budde’s is planning to celebrate Halloween in style with the
newly re-formed BadFish! Come out to
expect games, contests, prizes for the
best homemade costumes and a whole
lot more, plus great surf / reggae / rock
music from BadFish, which recently reunited.
Heating up Wisconsin’s way, up at the
New Diggings General Store and Inn,
where the beer is canned, cold and
crisp, the party will be brought from 9
p.m. - 1 a.m. with all the fun that you
could possibly expect from festivities at
everyone’s favorite Southwestern Wisconsin hotspot. There will be an open
jukebox, costume contests, prizes and,
well, any party at the Diggs automatically becomes one to remember -- especially when Zero 2 Sixty is involved!
That’s a lot of parties -- and we’ve only
scratched the surface of the nightlife!
Turn to our centerfold on Page 17, and
plan your evening accordingly!

IF YOU DON’T VOTE, YOU’RE UNAMERICAN
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Tuesday, November 3, marks an important
day for residents of the City of Dubuque,
as voters take to the polls to decide the
future of the Dubuque City Council. In
much the same way as we at 365ink did
during the 2007 City Council elections, we
reached out to all of the candidates and
invited them to utilize our pages to state
their thoughts on Dubuque, their candidacies and their platforms. We thank all of
the candidates for their gracious and timely
responses, and we urge you to vote on November 3. If you are unaware of whether
or not you are registered to vote, in which
Ward you live, or where your polling place
is, visit www.dubuquecounty.org. Polls will
be open from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Note: Mayor Roy Buol’s comments can be
found in his Buol on Dubuque column, located on Page 20.

Joyce Connors
Ward Three Representative
I grew up in Cuba City, WI and moved to
Dubuque in 1965. I worked at John Deere
where I met and married Tom Connors and
then retired to raise our four children. In
1985 I enrolled at Clarke College as a nontraditional student and graduated in 1989
with a BA in Psychology. After graduation
I was hired to start a domestic violence
prevention program in Galena (CHOICES).
Following that I worked at Catholic Charities in Dubuque in the adoption field. I retired in 2007.
I was first elected to the Dubuque City
Council in November 2001. I was re-elect-

ed in November 2005 and am now running
for a third term. I represent Ward 3 which
covers much of the north end of Dubuque.
There were several very large, contentious
and costly issues facing the Council during
my first year in office. They were: 1) how
to address the flooding that was then occurring in the north end of Dubuque; 2)
development of the Port of Dubuque; 3)
whether or not to open Main Street which
had been a plaza since the 1970’s; and 4)
the Southwest Arterial. After eight years on
the City Council I am proud to have been
a part of the Bee Branch Creek Restoration Project, scheduled to be completed by
the end of 2013; seen significant growth
in the Port of Dubuque; celebrated the
re-opening of Main Street; and witnessed
Dubuque getting back on the Iowa DOT’s
Five Year Plan which included $17+ million
to start construction on the interchange at
Hwy. 20 and Seippel Road. This is a very
short list of some exciting things happening
in Dubuque. And although we celebrate
our successes, we never stop asking ourselves…”What’s next?”
One of the City Council’s goals for
Dubuque is to have “Planned and Managed Growth.” The addition of two new
companies, IBM and Hormel, as well as the
expansion of Medline, assures that we will
continue working towards this goal. These
three businesses alone will eventually add
almost 2000 new jobs to our community.
This good news is actually a double-edged
sword as it now challenges us to meet the
housing needs of new employees who will
be moving to Dubuque. The sustainability initiatives of Dubuque have put us on
the national and international map. Part of
IBM’s reason for choosing Dubuque was
that our sustainability goals closely mirrored theirs. This partnership has led to
even more exciting possibilities, most notably the Smarter Dubuque initiative. As
our citizens learn more about this initiative
through a community engagement process,
they will see that not only is this a win/win
for today’s Dubuquer’s, but the real winners
will be our children and grandchildren.
The growth in Dubuque during the past
eight years has been phenomenal. Many

Continued on Page 10.
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new businesses (large and small) have
opened, as well as expansion of established businesses. We have a Community
Health Center to make medical care available to all. We are smarter about recruiting
and retaining workers. We have opened up
new industrial parks to position Dubuque
for growth and expansion. We have encouraged citizen involvement (i.e. Envision
2010 and the upcoming Dubuque2).
I would be remiss not to mention the role of
Dubuque’s outstanding staff and the many
partnerships we enjoy with business, education, labor, Dubuque County, Greater
Dubuque Development Corporation, the
Community Foundation and others. Working together we have accomplished much
and we don’t plan to stop anytime soon.
We continue the good work of those leaders who came before us.
As a representative for the citizens in Ward
3, let me tell you that these citizens are a
proud and hard working part of our community. Living in the older part of town,
they value Dubuque’s history while at the
same time helping to build Dubuque’s future. I would appreciate your vote on Tuesday, November 3.

Kevin Lynch
Incumbent, Ward One
I would like to begin by thanking the voters of the First Ward who placed their trust
and confidence in me four years ago. The
honor that you have awarded me is one
that I take great pride in and have never
forgotten during my term on the City Council. I’ve learned a great deal during my first
term and I’m pleased with the direction we
are headed and the progress that’s been
made over the last four years. My peers on

the Council and I have added officers to
our Police force and managed an unprecedented number of economic development projects. Our sustainability initiatives
are an excellent start to making sure that
the Dubuque we leave to our children and
grand children will be better than what we
have today. We continue to move closer
to construction of the Southwest Arterial,
have provided funding for the arts and the
renovation of our public library will soon
be complete. There is a long list of accomplishments that we could go on and on
about; however, the important question for
next Tuesday’s vote is what will happen in
the next four years? I know that you the taxpayer demand a high level of services for
the money you spend. You want to know
that your neighborhood is safe and that
your streets are well-maintained. You want
to know that your City Council is doing
what needs to be done to create jobs and
keep Dubuque a place where we all want
to live, work and play. I know that as your
Council Representative for the First Ward
I will continue to work hard to make sure
that your expectations are exceeded.
As a small business owner, I bring a unique
perspective to the issues that come before
the Council. I believe in the value of public service and I will continue to work hard
to represent your interests as a taxpayer. I
stand ready to address the difficult decisions that continue to make Dubuque the
envy of many cities during these challenging economic times. Thank you again for
the privilege of serving as your City Council Representative and I respectfully ask
that you cast your vote for Kevin Lynch on
November 3.

Bill Hammel
Challenger, Ward One
Bill Hammel was born and raised in
Dubuque. He is married for 46 years to
LaVon C. Kruser-Hammel, with 5 children

Continued on Page 13.
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Dealing with Disappointment
I had a big disappointment last
week. A journal that publishes poetry and fiction and memoir had
sent an email to its subscribers. “We
need more prose for the next issue!
Send us your stories or memoirs by
October 15!” I almost ignored it,
since I mainly write poetry. But then
I remembered a short story and two
autobiographical pieces I’ve always
wanted to see in print.
Only one was on a computer; the
other two had been typewritten,
back in the day. So I pounded out
5,000 words onto my laptop. My
two best writing friends kindly read
them over, ferreting out typos and
making good suggestions for revision. All set to go, I waited until the
weekend to give them one more
close look before sending them off,
a week before the due date.
But the journal sent another email:
“We’ve been overwhelmed by your
response! With over 500 pieces received, we are now closed to any
more submissions. Thanks!”

with. We all endure dashed hopes,
lost opportunities. Depending on
our experience and our age (sometimes), we take a varying amount
of time getting over it. Either life
gets better, in ways large or small,
or time tamps down the sting of the
initial letdown. After awhile, the
disappointment becomes a story
we tell our children, our friends –
ruefully, sometimes with a laugh. I
blew it, we say. I won’t let it happen
again.
I’ve had other disappointments,
of course, some so huge I hardly
think of them that way. Take my first
marriage. Please. That was more
tragedy than simple bad luck. That
was a crime. But other things come
to mind, some of them events that
happened during that marriage
which had nothing to do with domestic violence.

ily of four, we tried to buy a house.
Having lived in house trailers – excuse me, mobile homes – we had
our hearts set on a real, site-built
home. We found one, a modest
ranch in the middle of town, and
sat down with the Realtor making
hopeful plans. We were counting
on a first-time buyer deal; without
it, we really could not afford the
mortgage or the down payment.
Imagine our shock when she told us
she was sorry, but we didn’t qualify,
because my husband had already
purchased a first-time home. The
fact that this home was an 8-foot
wide trailer didn’t matter. He’d gotten a mortgage for it, so we were
shut out.
It took a long time to get over that
one. We told ourselves, it’s okay, we
have each other, we have the kids.
But we never did have a real house.
A nice double-wide trailer in the
country, yes. But not the little ranch
house of our dreams.

I was crushed. All that work, not
to mention all that hope, down
the drain. I wrote to my friends,
thanking them for their hard work,
explaining it was all for naught.
They wrote back, urging me not to
despair, to send the pieces to other
journals. I haven’t done that yet.

When our first child was born, my
husband, an excellent photographer, took a whole roll of film of our
daughter on the first day of her life.
Days later, when he went to rewind
the film in his Pentax, he discovered
it had jammed. No pictures. We
were sick at heart, even though we
still had that baby, even though we
could take more photos any time.
We’d missed the boat, and had only
the pictures in our mind of her first,
brand-new days.

Many
disappointments
center
around money, not having enough
of it. I could fill this paper with
more stories like that, but I won’t.
After all, I got out of the marriage
intact, moved to Dubuque to a job
that somehow paid the bills, moved
on to better jobs, and now am very
happy with what I do for a living.
Not to mention the infinitely better marriage I found after 20 years
of being single. (And oh, the stories
of disenchantment I could tell about
the men I dated!)

Disappointment is hard to deal

Later on, when we’d become a fam-

When life knocks us down, we’re

handed all kinds of supposedly uplifting phrases. “That which does not
kill you makes you stronger.” “Life
is what happens when you’re busy
making other plans.” Yeah, sure. I
much prefer the hard truth of John
Mellencamp’s song “Longest Days,”
when he says, “Sometimes you get
sick and you don’t get better.” But
that’s me, the realist.
I do have a story about overcoming
disappointment. Not a huge thing,
though it seemed so at the time. I
was taking an essay test for a class,
about ten years ago when I was
working on my master’s in English.
It was the final, so it was important.
I have trouble writing by hand, so
I got permission to use a computer
down the hall. I typed my best answers for 45 minutes, and then my
fingers slipped and I lost it all. (No,
I hadn’t saved it.)
My first thought? Give up. Just. Give.
Up. My second? I had 15 minutes to
go, and I could dust my fingers off
and start over. Which I did. And got
an A on the test, and in the class.
The moral of the story? I’m really
not one for morals. Of course you
should pick yourself up and try
again. Of course I’ll send those stories out someplace else. Because as
Mellencamp says elsewhere on that
clear-headed album, all I can do
here is my best, and be thankful for
what I’ve got.
Pam Kress-Dunn
pam2617@yahoo.com
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www.rottentomatoes.com
Where the Wild Things Are - A Film by Spike Jonze
(Being John Malkovich, Adaptation)
Max (Max Records) is a lonely boy with an active fantasy life. When his sister Claire’s (Pepita
Emmerichs) friends carelessly crush his snow fort
in a snowball fight, and she doesn’t do anything
about it, he goes into a rage and makes a mess
of her bedroom. When his mother Connie (Catherine Keener) invites her boyfriend (Mark Ruffalo) to dinner, Max throws a tantrum in which
he bites her, and runs out of the house, still in the
wolf costume he likes to wear. At the nearby seashore, he finds an abandoned sailboat, and sets
out in it. He eventually reaches an island, where
he finds several large talking wild things, vaguely humanoid in shape with features resembling
those of various animals. He befriends many
of them, including
the outspoken Carol
(voice of James Gandolfini), the emotional K.W. (voice
of Lauren Ambrose),
the goat-like Alexander (Paul Dano)
and many more. He
quickly
convinces
the Wild Things that
he is their new king
... but what will happen to Max when the
Wild Things learn
he’s just an ordinary boy?
Taking a 10-sentence picture book and turning
it into a 101-minute movie is no small undertaking, and Where the Wild Things Are proves
it. It’s a very poiarizing film, and upon leaving
the theater, it’s hard to qualify what you’ve just
seen. Spike Jonze has taken a simple children’s
story and turned it into more of a movie for
adults about what it’s like to be a kid. (Parents,
be warned: This is not really a movie for young
children under 7 or 8, or so.) That’s not necessarily a bad thing -- it’s just not what a lot of people
were expecting. As mentioned earlier, this is a
polarizing film. We can’t tell you what to think
of it. It’s easily something worth experiencing for
yourself.

Michael Jackson’s This Is It (October 30)
A rare glimpse into the final days of Michael Jackson, the documentary is compiled from an estimated 80 hours of rehearsal and behind-the-scenes footage
of the legendary entertainer preparing
for his 50 sold-out shows at London’s O2 Arena that
were scheduled to commence in July 2009 before his
untimely death in June at age 50. Interviews with collaborators and close friends of the late performer are
also featured. Directed by Kenny Ortega (High School
Musical). The film will also be accompanied by a newly
produced album with Jackson rarities, including privately unreleased material.
Boondock Saints II (October 30)
The MacManus Brothers have been in
deep hiding in the quiet valleys of Ireland, far removed from their former lives
or modern technologies. When word
comes that a priest has been killed by
sinister forces in the tough underworld of Boston, they
return to mount a violent and bloody crusade to bring
justice to the guilty.
The Men Who Stare At Goats (Nov. 6)
Reporter Bob Wilton is in search of his
next big story when he encounters Lyn
Cassady, a shadowy figure who claims
to be part of an experimental U.S. military unit. According to Cassady, the New
Earth Army is changing the way wars are fought. A legion of “Warrior Monks” with unparalleled psychic
powers can read the enemy’s thoughts, pass through
solid walls, and even kill a goat simply by staring at
it. Now, the program’s founder, Bill Django, has gone
missing and Cassady’s mission is to find him.
Disney’s A Christmas Carol (Nov. 6)
Ebenezer Scrooge (Jim Carrey)is a financier/money-changer who has devoted his
life to the accumulation of wealth. He
holds anything other than money in contempt, including friendship, love and the
Christmas season. But an encounter with Jacob Marley
(Gary Oldman) sets the stage for a mysterious and magical encounter with three phantasmic beings to help him
realize the true magic of Christmas itself.

NOW PLAYING:
The Informant! . . . . . 76% Fresh
Final Destination 4: 28% Rotten
Surrogates . . . . . . . . . 37% Rotten
Julie & Julia . . . . . . . . 75% Fresh
Fame . . . . . . . . . . . 37% Rotten
Love Happens. . . . . 17% Rotten
Cloudy Chance Meatballs .85% Fresh
500 Days of Summer. . . 84% Fresh
Jennifer’s Body . . . . . . . 43% Rotten

THE

BUZZ

It is officially official -- “Mad” Max
Rockatansky will ride again. Preproduction began this week on a
fourth entry in the Mad Max franchise, with creator and director
George Miller back at the helm. Titled Fury Road, the film will have an approximately
30-week shoot in the same South Wales area where
much of The Road Warrior was shot. There has not
been any confirmation yet, however, whether Mel
Gibson will return to star.
Steve Carr, the cinematic genius behind such masterpieces as Daddy
Day Care and Paul Blart: Mall Cop,
has been tapped to take the reins of
The Weinstein Company’s upcoming remake of Short Circuit. Dan
Milano, a head writer on Cartoon Network’s Robot
Chicken series, is currently completing work on the
new adventure of Johnny Five.
Work on the script began earlier this
year, and James Bond actor Daniel
Craig confirms that the 23rd entry
in the long-running franchise will
begin shooting late next year, with
a Fall 2011 release date targeted.
The long wait is a marked contrast from last year’s
Quantum of Solace, which was marred by being a
rushed production. No title has been announced.
Mamma Mia! star Amanda Seyfried
said this week that plans are underway for a sequel to last year’s smash
success film adaptation of the hit
Broadway musical. The project has
been rumored for quite some time,
but cast and crew have steadfastly denied the rumors. Seyfried also says that co-star Meryl Streep is
up for a return.

LOCAL
THEATERS

RottenTomatoes collects the thoughts of dozens of movie reviewers
across the country and averages their scores into a fresh or rotten
rating. If a movie gets 60% or higher positive reviews, it is FRESH!

Mindframe Theaters • 555 JFK Road

563-582-4971 • MindframeTheaters.com

Kerasotes Star 14 • 2835 NW Arterial

563-582-7827 • www.kerasotes.com

Millennium Cinema

151 Millennium Drive, Platteville, WI
1-877-280-0211• plattevillemovies.com

Avalon Cinema • 95 E Main St. Platteville, WI
608-348-5006 * plattevillemovies.com

SO THAT MICHAEL JACKSON MOVIE MIGHT ACTUALLY BE GOOD
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MINDFRAMETHEATERS.COM

Hotline: 563.582.4971

555 John F Kennedy Rd - Behind Kennedy Mall

and 23 grandchildren. Bill retired in
2007 from Clark Construction Group
where his position was Senior Project
Manager MEP. He has 44 years in the
construction industry and lives again
in Dubuque’s First Ward. Bill was a
firefighter on the Dubuque Fire Department 1968 to 1976. His first assignment was on Truck Company No.
1 at the old Central Engine House. The
truck was a 1947 Seagrave 100’ aerial.
Bill has the distinction of being the last
Tillerman on the Second Platoon.
He is also currently researching the
Complete History of the Dubuque
Fire Department. With the assistance
of family members, he has spent the
past several years researching and
writing a multi-volume compilation.
This research is an ongoing process.

SHOWTIMES OCT 30-NOV 5
Saw VI
(R)

11:30, 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30

Law Abiding Citizen

(R)
11:45, 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40

Where the Wild
Things Are

(PG)
11:35, 1:45, 4:00, 6:50, 8:55

Astroboy

(PG)
12:10, 2:15, 4:20, 6:45, 8:50

I Hope
They Serve
Beer in Hell

(R)
12:00, 4:55, 9:45

Capitalism: A Love Story
(PG13)
2:20, 7:10

Michael
Jackson: This is It

(PG)
11:25, 1:50, 4:15, 7:00, 9:25

I’m running for the City Council because I believe that above all other
issues Public Safety is paramount
— not only Police and Fire Departments but our roads, streets and other
segments of our infrastructure. I also
strongly believe in Accountability
and Transparency in Government.
Each and every citizen of Dubuque
deserves the best quality of life possible and it is the responsibility of the
City Council to see that this is accomplished. If one resident lives in
fear of his/her neighborhood that is
one too many and all efforts must be
taken to correct the situation. We can
no longer accept the failed policy of
the mid 90’s that merely moved problems from one neighborhood to another. This cannot be tolerated. There
must be an open and honest discussion on the causes of the increased

violent crime in Dubuque.
I firmly believe in establishing goals
and priorities. These goals and priorities must be grounded in reality.
Fiscal responsibility is crucial, especially in the times that face us now.
As a former member of the Dubuque
City Council (First Ward 1982-1985),
Dubuque was hit by some of the
highest unemployment in its history.
Some said, “have the last one who
leaves turn out the lights.”
We didn’t have much to work with
at the time. A previous Council created Dubuque In-Futuro in 1980,
and it was our only vehicle for developing the Westside Industrial
Center needed to accommodate the
relocated factories. The economic
organizations in Dubuque were old
and splintered among the Dubuque
Industrial Bureau, Chamber of Commerce and Dubuque’s own Community Development Department.
Labor had no seat at the table. We
created the public, private partnership that is much touted today via the
Greater Dubuque Development Corporation, of which I am a founder.
With all the problems we faced, we
pulled together and for the past 20
years Dubuque has benefited from
our endeavors.
No longer should we allow our future be determined behind closed
doors. I will bring back to the Council table open and honest discussion
on all issues. I will welcome input
from the public.I have great hope for
this beautiful and historic city that I
love dearly. Together the citizens of
Dubuque and the council they elect
to represent them can achieve more
and greater accomplishments, with
no one left behind.
I humbly ask for your vote.

Ric Jones
Incumbent, At-Large
I am Ric Jones, and I am running for reelection to your City Council because
I believe in this City, its future and its
people. I’ve prepared my whole life to
do this and do it well. I worked as a
firefighter/paramedic for the Dubuque
Fire Department for 31 years, retiring
as the Department’s Medical Supervisor. I had administrative and command
responsibilities there, and participated
in many task forces involving other departments and operations. I know how
city governance works, because I’ve
spent my life making it work.
I worked hard in 1984 on the campaign to pass a referendum to build the
Dubuque Greyhound Park. This cityowned facility has provided millions of
dollars for property tax relief and capital improvement projects in the years
since its construction. I was one of
the leaders of a community group that
passed the referendum in 1988 creating Dubuque’s local option sales tax.
This tax has funded street repairs and

Continued on Page 18.
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The Dubuque Chorale has announced
the group will begin its new season
under the direction of Dr. Robert Demaree as the Chorale’s Music Director
and Conductor. Demaree will lead the
Chorale in their first performance of
the season November 7-8 in a program
titled “It’s a Grand Night for Singing,”
which will feature Bach’s Cantata 140.
“I am honored to be leading this historically significant ensemble,” said Demaree in a press release. “The Dubuque
Chorale provides first-rate choral music
for this community, both alone and in
tandem with the Dubuque Symphony
Orchestra. Working with these talented musicians would be pleasure
enough, but I’m finding that they’re terrific people as well, which makes this
position an absolute joy!”

Lizards on the Loose, Open

Museum & Aquarium

On the faculty of UW Platteville since
1992, Demaree conducts the Chamber Choir, Coro D’Angeli women’s
choir, and the Singing Pioneers men’s
choir, in addition to teaching choral
conducting, choral literature, and music history. Demaree is also a founder,
director, and singer in the Heartland
Singers, a private, professional chorus
of 32 musicians from Wisconsin, Iowa,
and Minnesota.

The Chorale’s first performance of the
season, “It’s a Grand Night for Singing”
is scheduled for Saturday, November 7
from 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, November
8 from 3:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church
in Dubuque.
The full program will include Bach’s
Cantata 140, accompanied by a small
chamber orchestra, short sacred works
by Fauré, Rachmaninoff, and Purcell,
secular pieces by a wide variety of
composers, including Copland, SaintSaens, Barber, and Whitacre, and “It’s
a Grand Night for Singing” from the
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical
State Fair.
While tickets for Chorale concerts are
usually available for purchase from
Dubuque Chorale members in advance or at the door, there will be no
tickets sold for the November 7-8 concert. Instead a free-will offering of $10
is suggested. Upcoming performances
of the Dubuque Chorale include the
Holiday Pops Concert with Dubuque
Symphony Orchestra, December 4-6,
Mozart’s Requiem with Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, March 13-14, and
“The Music of Gypsies, Tramps, and
Thieves,” May 14-15. For more information, visit www.dubuquechorale.
org.

WIN JOAN RIVERS’ JEWELS!
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The winter doldrums may well be upon
us, and soon that frost on our cars in the
mornings is going to turn into inch-thick
sheets of ice to scrape away at like madmen, but that doesn’t mean we have to
stop letting our hair down at the end
of the day and not have a little fun. As
always, the Diamond Jo Casino has a
wide variety of entertainment coming
up in the next little bit, so here’s a a rundown for you.

“What I can say is, don’t come by if
you’re weak of heart,” she continued.
“What I do is very relevant ... I don’t
give a [crap] about the memory lane.”
Tickets for Joan Rivers’ performances are
$50 and $75, and are available online at
www.diamondjo.com, or at the Mississippi Moon Bar box office.

On Friday, November 6, one of the
most celebrated comedians of all time,
Joan Rivers, will be appearing at the
Diamond Jo Casino, hosting the final
installment of the Win My Jewels game
show, in which one lucky contestant
will win $100,000 cash. Rivers will also
be performing two shows with the Hunter Fuerste Orchestra at the Mississippi
Moon Bar that evening, at 7 and 10 p.m.

“The show I’ll be doing there is the exact same one as I’d be doing in Las Vegas or in London,” Rivers told 365ink in
a recent telephone interview. “People
can expect what they’ve always seen
from me. I don’t do a circus act.”
Well-known for her acerbic, biting wit,
Rivers showed plenty of that during our
brief interview.

Coming up a week after that on Friday,
November 13, mixed martial arts competition returns to the Mississippi Moon
Bar as Pinnacle Combat III MMA takes
over the floor. Friday Night Fury is fully
sanctioned by the Iowa Athletic Commission, and will feature four amateur
bouts, a three-match undercard, a comain event of Adam Schumacher vs. Joe
Pearson, and a headlining main event of
Eric Wisely vs. Scott Macafee. Pinnacle
Combat is no stranger to Dubuque, having run two mixed martial arts events at
the Five Flags Center in the past, and the
first MMA competition at the Moon Bar
drew a capacity crowd. The Pinnacle
cage measures 23 feet across.
Ringside seats are available for $60;
general admission tickets are available
for $25 and $45. Tickets are available
now online at diamondjo.com or at the
Moon Bar box office.

Saturday, October 31

Thursday, Nov. 5

HALF-FAST
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dueling Pianos
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Backlash
Courtside, 9 PM - 1 AM

Lonely Goats
Cornerstone, 9 PM

Zero 2 Sixty
New Diggings, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, November 6

Mr. Obvious
Bulldog’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Thursday, Oct. 29

Friday, October 30

Saturday, October 31

White Roze
Sunset Lanes, 9 PM

Randy Droessler
L.May, 5 - 8 PM

Sid V/Human Resources
Mystique, 8 PM

Andrew Houy
Cornerstone, 5 - 9 PM

Impulse Band
Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Michael Miller
Monk’s, 7 - 11 PM

Impulse Band
DBQ Fairgrounds, 8PM

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 - 9 PM

BadFish
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dueling Pianos
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

BuzzBerries
Potter’s Mill, 8 PM

Roy Schroedl
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM

The Tasties
Kalmes’ Hilltop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Noel Cooney
Irish Cottage, 8 PM

Okham’s Razor
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Shaun Cavanaugh
L.May, 8 - 10 PM

Juke Joint Duo
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Broom Street Drifters
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Bryan Popp/Corey Jenny
Bricktown, 9 PM - 1 AM

Noel Cooney
Irish Cottage, 8 PM

Lonely Goats
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Tribe of Three
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Dert Tones
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Just Cuz
Eagles Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

Sunday, November 1

Friday, October 30
Mary Mabusth
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM
Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 - 9 PM
Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM
Noel Cooney
Irish Cottage, 8 PM

The Tasties
Diamond Jo, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sid V/Human Resources
Mystique, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Pimps
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

50 Pound Rooster
Mooney Hollow, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Menace
Knicker’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Bright Giant
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

Playground of Sound
New Diggings, 3:30- 7:30 PM

Tuesday, November 3
Open Jazz Jam
180 Main, 8 PM

Andy Wilberding
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM
Denny Troy/Rick Hoffman
Asb. Eagles Club, 7-11 PM
Blarney
Irish Cottage, 8 PM
Kevin Beck/Johnnie Walker
Spirits, 8 PM - 12 AM
Jobless
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM
Six Kill
Mooney Hollow, 9 PM-12 AM
Bonne Finken
The Bank, 9 PM - 1 AM
Short Man
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
Mississippi
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
The Blueheels
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM
Stumble Bros.
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Wednesday, Nov. 4

Joan Rivers
Diamond Jo, 7/10 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

The Tanks
180 Main, 5 PM

Saturday, Nov. 7

Saturday, Nov. 7

Wed., November 11

Friday, Nov. 13

Luke Viertel
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM

John Moran
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Laughing Moon Comedy
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Keri Noble
The Bank, 9 PM - 1 AM

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow, 7-11 PM

Nothin’ but Dylan
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 12
AM

Thurs., Nov. 12

Cheap Skates
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Blarney
Irish Cottage, 8 PM
Richter Scale 5.0
DBQ Drvng. Range,
8PM-12AM

Dave Schultz
Bulldog’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dueling Pianos
Diamond Jo, 8 PM
Sun Green
(Neil Young Tribute)
The Bank, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mighty Short Bus
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Artie & the Pink Catillacs
Happy’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Stumble Bros.
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Laura/Long Hairs
Benjamin’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Deadtown Revival
The Bank, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Good Stuff
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, Nov. 13

Taste Like Chicken
Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Okham’s Razor
Warehouse Art Gallery,
6-10 PM

HALF-FAST
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Michael J.
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM

Sunday, November 8

Pinnacle MMA
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Laura/Long Hairs
New Diggings, 3:30-7:30
PM

Gareth Woods
Irish Cottage, 8 PM

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook, 8 PM - 12 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Red N Deb’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Tues., November 10

Scott Waterhouse
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Dubuque Irish Trad
Monk’s, 7 - 10 PM

Buffalo Killers
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Open Jazz Jam
180 Main, 8 PM

Laura McDonald
Gobbie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
Rocket Surgeons
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Six Nights Alone
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, Nov. 14
Luke Viertel
Stone Cliff, 6 - 10 PM
Gareth Woods
Irish Cottage, 8 PM
Just Cuz
DBQ Drvng. Range, 8 PM
Steve Grismore
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM
Tantrym
Doolittle’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
HALF-FAST
Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM
SUNSHINE
Bulldog’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
BuzzBerries
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
The Nadas
The Bank, 9 PM - 1 AM
Zero 2 Sixty
Courtside, 9 PM - 1 AM
Apple Dumplin’s
Sandy Hook, 9 PM - 1 AM
Dave Zollo
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

STAND-UP COMEDY!
Toby Kid

Diamond Jo Casino, Wednesday, November 11, 8 p.m.
Iowa born and raised, Toby Kid started carving a comedic niche for
himself years ago.

Jon Lajoie

Diamond Jo Casino, Wednesday, November 18, 8 p.m.
Jon Lajoie is one of the few talents who has been able to manifest
the cult following for his internet videos into a mainstream audience.

Tim Walkoe

Diamond Jo Casino, Wednesday, November 25, 8 p.m.
“Nonstop laughter from start to finish” is what the Chicago Tribune
had to say about the standup comedy performance of Tim Walkoe.

Loni Love

Diamond Jo Casino, Wednesday, December 9,, 8 p.m.
Over her career, she’s made appearances on The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno, The Late Late Show with Craig Kilborn and more.

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT

VENUE FINDER

180 Main Restaurant & Pub
180 Main Street, Dubuque • 563-584-1702 • 180main.com
Ace’s Place
107 Main St W. Epworth, IA • 563-876-9068
Anton’s Saloon
New Diggings, Wisconsin • 608-965-4881
Bricktown
299 Main Street, Dubuque •563-582-0608 • bricktowndubuque.com
Budde’s
10638 Key West Drive, Key West, IA • 563-582-0069
Catfish Charlie’s
1630 E. 16th St, Dubuque • 563-582-8600 • catfishcharliesonline.com
Cornerstone
125 N. Main Street, Galena • 815-776-0700
Courtside
2095 Holliday Drive, Dubuque • 563-583-0574
Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W. Cascade, IA • (563) 852-3378
Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury, Rd. •(563) 557-0880
Diamond Jo Casino
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100 • diamondjo.com
Dino’s Backside (The Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa East Dubuque •(815) 747-9049
Dirty Ernie’s
201 1st St NE, Farley, IA • 563-744-4653
Dog House Lounge
1646 Asbury, Dubuque • (563) 556-7611
Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S. Main. Cuba City, WI • 608-744-2404
Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S. Jefferson St., Lancaster, WI • 608-723-7676
Dubuque Driving Range (Highway 52)
John Deere Road, Dubuque • 563-556-5420
Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive, Dubuque • (563) 582-6498
Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 North, Dubuque • 563-552-2494
Five Flags Civic Center
405 Main Street • 563-589-4254 Tix: 563-557-8497
Gin Rickeys
1447 Central Ave, Dubuque •563-583-0063 • myspace.com/ginrickeys
Gobbie’s
219 N Main St, Galena IL• 815-777-0243
Grand Harbor Resort
350 Bell Street, Dubuque • 563-690-4000 • grandharborresort.com
Grape Escape
233 S. Main St., Galena, IL • 815.776.WINE
grapeescapegalena.com
The Hub
253 Main St., Dubuque •563-556-5782
myspace.com/thehubdbq
Irish Cottage
9853 US Hwy 20, Galena, Illinois • 815.776.0707
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com
Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge, Dubuque • 563-556-6100 • myspace.com/jumpersdbq
Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave., Dubuque • 563-583-5044
M-Studios
223 Diagonal Street, Galena, IL • 815-777-6463 •m-studios.org
Mississippi Moon Bar
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100 • diamondjo.com
Monk’s Coffee Shop
373 Bluff St, Dubuque • 563.585-0919
Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Highway 52 S. Green Island, IA
(563) 682-7927 / (563) 580-9494
Murph’s South End
55 Locust St. Dubuque • Phone 563-556-9896
Mystique Casino
1855 Greyhound park Road • 563-582-3647
www.mystiquedbq.com
New Diggings
2944 County Road W, New Diggings, WI
608-965-3231 • newdiggs.com
Noonan’s North
917 Main St. Holy Cross, IA • 563-870-2235
Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E. Main St., Platteville, WI • 608-348-3136
Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd, Dubuque • 563-582-0221
Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd. Hazel Green, WI • 608-748-4728
Silver Dollar Cantina
342 Main Street, Dubuque, 563-556-4558
Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge (2nd Floor)
600 Star Brewery Drive, Port of Dubuque •
563.556.4800 www.dbqstar.com
Stone Cliff Winery
600 Star Brewery Dr., Port of Dubuque • 563.583.6100
• stonecliffwinery.com
Sublime
3203 Jackson St., Dubuque • 563-582-4776
Thums Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH, Kieler, WI • 608-568-3118
The Yardarm
Dubuque Marina, Near Hawthorne • 563-582-3653
If you feature live entertainment and would like to be
included in our Venue Finder, please drop us a line...
info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.

MY IDEA OF A GAME SHOW IS BOZO BUCKETS
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lowered property taxes. It has allowed for
the assessments on major street reconstruction projects to be affordable to the adjacent property owners.
In the late 1980s and through much of the
1990s I did some weekend contract work
for the Department of Defense teaching
our young soldiers about trauma care. I
had become an instructor of the Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support Course, and we
took it to the men and women of the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marines. It was a great
experience, and I know I made them safer.
I have enjoyed a lifetime of community
service away from work as well, with leadership roles in Kiwanis, Special Olympics,
Hills and Dales, The Dubuque Shrine Club,
The Dubuque County Fire Association, The
Dubuque County Emergency Medical Services Association, The Iowa Association of
Professional Firefighters, The Iowa Emergency Medical Services Association and
others. I am a 32nd degree Master Mason
and a member of Mensa.
I retired from the Fire Department in 2005
and immediately (and successfully) ran
for council. Shortly after I was seated, we
made the historic move to apply the Human Rights Ordinance to all of the humans
who live and work in Dubuque. We adopted the goal of becoming a green city
and spent the next four years defining and
discovering what that meant to our future.
We knew when we started that these progressive initiatives would drive our future,
making the city more attractive to businesses and citizens.
IBM took notice of our Sustainable
Dubuque initiative and our propensity to
create successful public/private partnerships. Of all of the places in the world,
IBM chose Dubuque as their newest business address. Many other businesses set up
shop in Dubuque, and many more existing
businesses experienced major growth. We
have maintained an aggressive schedule of
infrastructure upgrades, including streets,
sewers, water distribution and the budgeted and planned replacement of the wastewater treatment facility. We have grown
our public safety capacity by adding technology to our emergency response arsenal
and personnel to the police force. We have
acquired property, and approved a schedule for additional staffing for our seventh
fire station. And we have done all of this
while maintaining our status as the city
with the lowest property tax rate of Iowa’s

ten largest cities. We are preparing to see
our Historic Millwork District come alive
as a place to live, shop, dine and recreate.
Soon traffic will be flowing on the Southwest Arterial. Passenger rail service may
be a reality. But along with all of the new,
our historic character will remain. And
we’ll keep rebuilding streets and other infrastructure. Dubuque is currently blessed
with a visionary team, from Mayor Buol,
Kevin Lynch and the rest of the Council, to
the City Staff and the partner organizations
like the Chamber and Greater Dubuque
Development. Add the nonprofit community services agencies and it is a fantastic
mix. I hope you will return us all to office
on November 3.

Marcos Rubinstein
Challenger, At-Large
As I’m sitting down to write this essay
about my candidacy for the at-large position for the city council, I’m thinking about
what I can say to motivate you to vote. Because the problem that all of us running
for Dubuque City Council confront is not
so much to explain our goals and dreams
for the city, but to energize the residents of
Dubuque to take those few minutes to stop
by the polling booth.
It would be much easier to present the
election as a “foundational moment,” a
time when your participation will make a
profound difference, an option between
good and evil. But, alas, I refuse to paint
my opponent as a bad person who if allowed to stay in the Council will take our
beautiful city to the dump. That’s not the
case. But keep reading and you’ll see why
you should vote for Marcos.
So, you are right to ask, why bother? And
the answer is really easy: In this case you
will be voting to expand democracy, to expand opportunities. Even though the city
is doing a lot of good things, sometimes
it seems that the city is conducted from
“above,” like a kind of benevolent autocracy that from time to time calls in some of its

$15,000 RAFFLE? OKAY, I CAN DEFINITELY ROLL WITH THAT
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book. Spence adds, “Hopefully we can
replace some revenue-generating events,
but what we will never be able to replace
is the activity level in the center.” And as
the effort begins, there’s $65,000 to cover
to get back to revenue benchmarks.
Greg Yoko, Executive Director of TEAM
Dubuque (a local organization that promotes all sports and recreational opportunities through its publication, Tri-States
Sports Look, and the popular Tri-States
Sports and Recreation Festival), weighedin on the decision: “I think it is very shortsighted to take away the best opportunity
to have a second sheet of ice in town for
hockey tournaments and other complimentary activities.”
Well, why are big events not getting
booked?
This is the part that’s kind of like asking if
you can see how sausage is made. Booking events is a tedious, thankless, ugly and
seemingly impossible feat in our market.
The biggest problem is the facility itself.
Not that it lacks quality, it’s just not big
enough. Tours either want facilities with
10,000 seats, or they demand big appearance guarantees.
“I can’t take risks that allow me to lose
money,” White explains. “Not on that
scale.” So the Quad Cities, Madison, Cedar Rapids and Des Moines areas get those
shows. The industry of touring shows has
simply changed.
Once upon a time Dubuque did get big
shows: Van Halen, Rush, KISS, Johnny
Cash, etc. But those days are gone. Acts of
that level simply won’t even consider the
market today. Further, there’s an issue of

market saturation. A community our size
can only support so many shows that appeal to the same target market. People’s
expendable income has limits, and with
the other concert opportunities in the
area, it’s difficult to find openings in the
schedule to safely book a show. Many of
those other local shows are at the many
Midwest casinos which have added nongaming entertainment options to their
operations. The reality of casinos’ nationwide booking the bigger mid-level bands,
based on a completely different business
model, has absorbed much of that market.
The same holds true for most stand-up
comedy and live fight events.
Small civic centers across the country
share similar difficulties when it comes
to booking the big entertainment acts that
were once a mainstay in years gone by.
Show guarantees, some demanding from
$150,000-200,000, aren’t realistic options for small, publicly owned venues.
Therefore, civic centers are obliged to
create new ways in order to remain a viable entity in the community. “This is not
unique to Dubuque,” White explains.
For three years, Five Flags has been trying with fervor to get an Oak Ridge Boys
Christmas show. The group has been going to bigger markets within a 100-mile
range of Dubuque, and therefore, contractually, can’t play our venue. Still, Five
Flags’ arena and theater held something
around 230 events last year, many of
which were entertainment events. This is
a great showing, particularly considering
the difficulty of booking and the contractual constraints of the facility, which I’ll
explain later.
A new ice arena or a second Five Flags?
As Mystique Casino is now a partner in

the new ice arena, will Mystique want
to book other events in the facility? Gil
Spence says he believes there to be four
planned special events annually at the
new facility. Lisa Thormann, from the
DYHA, says she was told there could be
as many as one per month. Those kinds
of conflicts are one of the biggest sticking points with Five Flags’ current tenants.
Do these plans put the new facility in the
same predicament as Five Flags? With the
downtime required for some specialized
ice shows, like Disney on Ice (four or five
days, because they have to make a special
layer of ice for the show), Dubuque may
never be able to host another Disney-type
show again. It’s also interesting to note
that Dubuque would then have two similarly sized concert venues, neither one big
enough to draw the tours that demand the
higher seating numbers, though a sponsorship subsidy from Mystique might be
able to offset the shortfall from ticket revenue potential.
It would seem that for such instances as
hockey tournaments with multiple teams,
two sheets would be handy. The Five Flags
sheet could still book the Disney shows.
That lucrative after-school, early evening
practice slot for youth hockey would have

more ice time to distribute.
On losing the second sheet of ice, Thormann simply says, “That’s disappointing.
I didn‘t know that. It sure would be nice
to have a second sheet, especially on
weekday evenings. Why does it have to go
away?” As the new facility’s proponents
argued when the project was first announced, there are other ice-related sports
to bring to town. If the great new facility
grows interest in ice, there’s nowhere for it
to grow having only one sheet, though Gil
Spence says there’s room next to the new
ice facility to add a sheet. If nothing else,
it just seems like a good idea to not destroy Five Flags’ ability to make ice in the
future, even if there aren’t short-term plans
to make any (before the deal changed and
the clause went in to kill Five Flags’ ice).
“It’s too late to change it,” Spence says.
But he adds that it is up to the new facility what it takes.It could take the new
chiller that was added to extend the ice
season, but leave the old one. This would
make ice still possible in colder months.
The Zamboni might need to be borrowed
back, or, more likely, one rented (yes, you

Continued on Page 26.

IF YOU DON’T VOTE, YOU’RE SO NOT COOL
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“Becoming a Smarter City”
By Mayor Roy D. Buol

This past February, Dubuque was one of the
three cities selected by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation (NTHP), Washington, D. C. to participate in its “Green Lab”
program. The other two are Seattle and San
Francisco! A wise man once said, “Any solution to climate change must address the
need to reduce emissions by being smarter
about how we use our buildings.” We were
fortunate this past February to have that wise
man with us at the annual “Growing Sustainable Communities” Conference in Dubuque,
Dr. Richard Moe, president of the NTHP. To
refresh, the Green Lab program involves our
Millwork Warehouse District…the District
will be a pilot project for a comprehensive
Energy Efficient zone, marrying historic preservation standards with smart energy systems
for adaptive building reuse.
As we consider the league in which we are
finding ourselves as a community, I thought
it would be helpful and interesting to share
information about efforts being made in other
communities to improve the lives of their citizens and our world.
In Portland, a pilot project is underway under
the label of “eco districts” which will move
beyond the design of individual structures
to focus on greening entire neighborhoods.
The idea is to pool resources among buildings to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
improve energy and water use efficiency. As
we are learning through Dubuque’s Smart
City partnership with IBM, if you really want
to be a smarter, greener city, you have to look
at whole systems.
As Linda Baker, a Portland-based journalist
shared, some might say that Portland’s pilot
projects are just another plan to create green
jobs, encourage smart growth, and catalyze
renewable energy development. But a closer
look at the project reveals plenty of innovation, driven by economies of scale and integration of existing systems. And Portland isn’t
the only city scaling up its green-building
practices. Seattle is on its way to hatching
a plan for ‘climate benefit districts’ which
would integrate energy and public transportation solutions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in a given neighborhood.
And in China, an “Eco Block” prototype is
planned for the city of Qingdao. The design includes multiple residential towers and
townhouses and calls for reusing all of the

community’s water, recycling 80 percent of
its waste, and reducing energy demand by 40
percent. And some would have you believe
that all of China is ignoring its role in global
climate change.
Dubuque’s new partnership with IBM and its
Smarter City program has plenty of company.
For example, Zurich’s smart healthcare program, Brandenburg’s smart education program, Copenhagen’s smart energy program,
Stockholm’s smart traffic program, and Kyoto’s smart government program! The thing is,
more and more people are moving into cities
and challenging our infrastructure. So IBM is
working to address those challenges by infusing intelligence into the way our cities work.
It’s one step at a time, one partnership at a
time. In Portland, for example, city government is creating incentives for developers
who sign on to an eco-district. Branding will
be key to their efforts because eco-districts do
more than address collective environmental
impacts…they are also good marketing tools.
Why? Because people want to live in green
neighborhoods.
Dubuque is now in a unique place with two
remarkable opportunities to make a difference…both in our own quality of life and as
a model for other communities as they seek
to better serve their residents too. First is the
Green Lab pilot project with San Francisco
and Seattle, and the most recent is to achieve
branding as a smart, efficient, innovative city
through our partnership with IBM’s Smarter
City program. Through analyzing how our
systems function and how they can be made
to work better, we will transform our community; improve the lives of our citizens, and
save natural and personal resources.
The Dubuque community will not only benefit from newer technologies that will transform our systems to optimize the use of our
finite resources, we also will realize a unique
opportunity as a Smarter City to spur economic development, drive greater innovation, transform for competitive advantage and
get in on the ground floor to create positive
change in our country.
Information technology has taken us a long
way in the past 50 years…with IBM’s ability
to spread intelligence across our technology
infrastructure; we will, indeed, better define
the NEXT 50 years for Dubuque! Strong
Economy…Strong Neighborhoods…Smart
Solutions!

I WANTED TO GO SEE LEONARD COHEN ... BUT TICKETS WERE 200 BUCKS EACH :-(
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citizens to help in some areas. And with that
attitude we cannot guarantee that as Dubuque
moves forward, no one will be left behind!

Tuesdays

Pub Quiz - 180 Main, 8 p.m. - First 3 Tuesdays of the month
Open Jazz Jam - 180 Main (Upper Level), 8 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Wednesdays

Laughing Moon Comedy - Diamond Jo Casino, 8 p.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club, 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Bubblz Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Thursdays

Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1 a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dueling Pianos - Diamond Jo Casino, 8 p.m.
Open Mic Showcase, Silver Dollar Cantina, 9 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - midnight
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards, 9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

The city has worked with big businesses and
some small ones, and helped them to become
established in Dubuque. But the real small
business, the “mom and pop” store, the athome independent contractor (or worker) receives little attention. I have been talking to
many of those businesses lately, and many tell
me that they feel neglected by the city. We
put a lot of emphasis on the development of
the Historic Millwork District (and rightfully
so,) but we allow some landlords, mainly absent landlords, to let their properties become
slums. So much so that a little more than a
month ago Rick Dickinson, executive director
of Greater Dubuque, said: “There are some
substandard living units in this town that you
or I would not house our dog in.” But people are housed in those slums and the city is
taking no action even though we have a city
code that would allow it.
Or take the ill-conceived vote to close the dog
park. Before acting, the city did not think to
talk directly with the stakeholders, the people

that day-in and day-out use the park not only
to exercise their dogs, but also as a real social network. If it were not for the grass roots
organizing (and possibly the fact that we decided to challenge the incumbent,) the park
would have been closed by next April. Long
after the first vote, the rest of the city council
decided to “flip flop” on the issue and join the
two councilwomen who opposed the closing
of the park from the beginning, and the dog
park is now safe.
Or take the relation between the city council, whose members are elected, and the
city manager, whom they appoint. If the city
manager instructs staff to go beyond clearly
defined management duties the council must
discuss it publicly and take action. Unfortunately, about a year ago we had a situation
when our lobbyist encouraged the governor
to veto a labor bill that our own Dubuque
state representatives had passed. Regardless
of your position on the bill, the action of lobbying against it was a clear political move
that needed (and did not have) a council vote.
Even after the fact, there was never a discussion at the council table about it.
We need a real commitment to open government, a real commitment to social justice, a
real commitment to the working people. And
that is what I will bring to the Dubuque City
Council. I know that together we will expand
democracy and opportunities in Dubuque.

Fridays

Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Jumpers, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. (Every Other Friday)
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays

Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Bubblz Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin Hawaiian, George & Dales, (East Dub.) 9p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

Sundays

Open Mic with Sean Kramer (Mississippi Flat Miners), A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Knicker’s Saloon, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout (East Dub.), 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.
If you have updates, additions or corrections to the recurring nightlife
calendar, please contact 365 with the new information @
info@dubuque365.com!

Leonard Cohen
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago • October 29

KISS
United Center, Chicago • November 6

Foreigner
House of Blues, Chicago • October 29

Dane Cook
i Wireless Center, Moline • November 14

Roger Daltrey
House of Blues, Chicago • November 2

Martina McBride
i Wireless Center, Moline • November 20

Ghostface Killah
Barrymore Theatre, Madison • November 3

Barry Manilow
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago • December 17

Gavin Rossdale
House of Blues, Chicago • November 5

The BoDeans
Barrymore Theatre, Madison • December 27

I TRUST BOB’S GUARANTEE OVER THAT MEN’S WEARHOUSE DUDE
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Bob’s Book Reviews

Heroes, Not Zeroes
by Bob Gelms

Ever since 9-11, the word “hero”
has been bandied about so much
that it almost has no meaning, especially when George Bush gives
the Medal of Freedom to the Nitwit
head of the CIA and uses that word
to describe the Nitwit’s actions before, during, and after the attack ...
especially when George Bush glowingly praised Donald Rumsfeld’s service to the Government by invoking
the word “hero” ... especially when
people like Dick Cheney, Rush Limbaugh, and Glen Beck are considered heroes by a certain segment of
the population. These guys aren’t heroes, they’re Zeros.

this at your earliest convenience. It
will make you feel positively blissful
knowing that people like this exist
and that the world isn’t made up entirely of politicians, bankers, and the
screw job artists at insurance companies.
Since 9-11 Americans have been exposed to one vile, pernicious scalawag after another. We have been
conditioned to think everybody is
just like those pusillanimous little
toadies the nightly news displays
for us over and over again. We have
forgotten that the great majority of
Americans are compassionate, loving people who do unto others as
they would have others do unto them
as opposed to the Bernie Madoff
types who live their lives doing it to
others before it gets done to them.
It is for all of these reasons that it is
important you buy and read To The
Rescue. We all need to be reminded
that there are plenty of heroes out
there and a lot of them live right next
door to you. Read about Chad Ware
from Cedar Rapids who responded
to hurricane disasters like Katrina
and Rita. How he worked tirelessly
when the Cedar River drowned the
City of Cedar Rapids and he evacuated 183 patients from the Mercy
Medical Center without sacrificing
patient care or, more importantly,
sacrificing any patients.

You want heroes? I got yer heroes
right here. Real ones: Solid gold,
four star, nearly miraculous people
who do what they do in anonymity, for little or no money, respect,
or acknowledgement and certainly
not for votes, photo ops, or the care
and feeding of a massive ego. They
are in a book called To The Rescue
by Nancy Leigh Harless and KerryAnn Morris. The book is subtitled
“Stories from Healthcare Workers at
the Scenes of Disasters.” You need
to buy it and read it. You need to do

Read about one of Dubuque’s own,
Sally Roy-Boynton. I told you these
heroes lived next door. She offered
her services after 9-11 as a Red Cross
mental health worker. If you see her
on the street, say “Hi” and shake her
hand. She is the Director of Psychiatric Services at Mercy Medical Center
right here in Dubuque.
There are 19 other stories in To The
Rescue all of them compelling in a
way that is nothing short of stunning;
stories of Tsunamis, AIDS, medical evacuation missions in Vietnam,
Hurricanes, War, trauma of every

imaginable kind. All of these stories,
of course, profit from the participation of Nancy Leigh Harless and
Kerry-Ann Morris. These two women
have experienced more than their
fair share of disasters. They have
compiled and edited all the stories
in the collection. In the spirit of full
exposure, earlier this year I reviewed
Nancy Leigh Harless’ superb collection of short stories, Womankind:
Connections & Wisdom Around
the World, based on her extensive
nursing experiences abroad. I like
to think she has become a friend of
mine which certainly does me more
honor that it does her. When possible, I and 365ink like to support local
artists. Nancy is an Iowa girl/woman/
lady (I never know what’s PC) living
in eastern Iowa, but when you talk to
her it seems she doesn’t spend a lot
of time here with her vocation leading her all over the globe. Nancy has
a new book coming out in April of
next year about which I sure you’ll
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hear, particularly if I’m still around.
Kerry-Ann Morris lives in Jamaica
and is the information officer of the
Office of Disaster Preparedness and
Emergency Management. That’s a
mouthful and I wonder if it fits on
her business card. In any case, it’s Jamaica, think HURRICANE.
It seems that the stories in To The
Rescue both individually and collectively are enough to generate a catch
in the throat of a full grown man. I
can say that categorically because
I’m that man. Buy and read!

TIS THE SEASON TO UNLOAD LOTS OF TOYS
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1% Mattitude Improvement Tip

Be Cool, Fool
Making Decisions
It is important to consistently make
good decisions. Decisions should be
make in a timely and well-thought
out fashion. The Decision Making
Matrix below is designed to help
you make the best decisions possible
with the information you have available. The tool works by getting you
to write down the subject of your decision and then scoring it using four
factors – Profit, Pleasure, Payback,
and Purpose. It is quick and easy I’ve even filled this one out for you.
To get a blank copy, go to mattbooth.
com.
Decision Making Matrix
Subject:

_________________________

Profit (earnings, benefit, gain)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
low		
high
Pleasure (enjoyment, happiness)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
low		
high
Payback
(reimbursement, debt, obligation)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
low		
high
Purpose (principle, reason, intention)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
low		
high
Total Score _________
0-10 		
Forget About It!
11-20 Increase Value of Factors
21-30
Solid Decision
30 + 		
Go for It!

As that profound and deeply moving
contemporary philosopher Mr. T
said, be cool, fool. Many of life’s
anxieties and stresses, while valid,
can be eliminated or greatly reduced
if you’ll just take a deep breath and
chill out. So instead of freaking out
right away when the crazieness
begins, be cool, fool! Everything will
work out fine. I pities the fool who
can’t be cool.
Sign up today for Matt Booth’s
Goal Coaching Program – Monthly
personal goal coaching sessions
to help you identify and achieve
your goals. Inquire about a free
introductory session and be on
your way to joining the privileged
minority of successful people, who
write, review, and carry their goals.
“If you don’t have written goals,
you’re working to achieve someone
else’s goals.” Call 563-773-6288 or
email matt@mattbooth.com.

THE DRIVE OUT TO PARK FARM IS PRETTY SWEET
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Life Stiles

Locally Grown Grapes Produce
Handcrafted Local Wines
by Jeff Stiles

stead reap the benefits.”

A recent Associated Press article stated
that Americans’ consumption of wine
could surpass that of Italians by the
year 2012, making the United States
the world’s official top consumer of
fermented grapes. And whether our
increased appreciation for wine is for
reasons of health or pleasure, it seems
to be a positive: Studies on the benefits of drinking moderate amounts of
red wine suggest that one drink a day
for women—or two drinks a day for
men—lowers the risk of heart attack
for adults by 30-50%.

The first vines at Park Farm Winery
were planted in 2001 in a two-acre
vineyard that initially had modest
yields as a small part of their total
4,000 gallons of wine produced in
2004. Last year production expanded
to 12,000 gallons of wine, with 70%
cultivated from Iowa vineyards—including 20% from the local winery’s
nearly six acres of estate grapevines.

These scientific facts, of course, come
as no surprise to Dave Cushman, general manager of Park Farm Winery in
Bankston, Iowa.
“From what I’ve read and the seminars
I’ve gone to, there are some pretty
strong correlations between a reduction in the risk of heart disease and
drinking moderate levels of wine—or
really any alcoholic beverage,” says
Dave. “And I think one of the reasons
wine seems to work really well is that
it really is an addition to a meal. You
can just have a glass of wine with
your meal, and not have the negative
effects that alcohol can cause but in-

Dave says grape varieties grown at
Park Farm are a mixture of French and
American hybrids, selected to handle
the cold winters and shorter growing seasons in the Midwest while still
producing quality “fermented grape
juice.”
“The first few years we really had to
guess what the demands for different
styles would be,” he explains, “but
now that we’ve developed some history, it’s made producing the wine to
meet demands much easier. At first we
were trying to guess what the market
was ahead of time, both in styles of
wine and for quantity.
“Initially we produced a lot less dry
wine, but there was a greater demand
for dry red wine than we initially an-
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ticipated. Dry wine takes a year of
barrel-aging before we even want to
think about selling it, so we’ve spent
the last two years trying to get ahead
of that by over-producing dry reds. We
now have inventory levels that allow
us to age the wines to the point that
we like, and I don’t have market pressure to release a red early. And I think
the customers who appreciate dry red
wine will notice the difference.”
While many wine imbibers typically
start with sweet whites and slowly
move into red dessert wines and eventually settle into a dry red, Dave personally recalls immediately jumping
into the dry reds first.
“I do enjoy a good sweet wine,” he
explains, “but I think for a lot of sweet
wines they just dump a lot of sugar in
to make it try to taste good, and I don’t
really care for those. But properly balanced wines that have the sugar to
match the acidity and are not just like
syrup for your pancakes—I think those
are good, too.”
The staff at Park Farm Winery includes
Dave, his brother Jim (vineyard manager), two additional full-time employees and four part-timers who help
with the facility’s tasting room.
Throughout the year the facility is
open seven days a week, from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays, and beginning at noon on
Sundays. The winery’s tasting room
features around a dozen wines, ranging from dry reds to sweet fruit wines,
plus a selection of artsy gifts and wine
accessories.
Again this year the winery is featuring a Reserve Room with a $5 sam-

ple fee (or free tasting for Case Club
members). The Reserve Room features
exclusively Iowa-grown wines, limited in quantity, that Dave feels have
exceptional quality. The event room
in the facility seats 75 guests comfortably, and is regularly scheduled for
events such as rehearsal dinners and
bridal showers.
The winery also expanded their deck
two summers ago to accommodate a
tent for outdoor weddings hosting up
to 200 people, and features live music
every Sunday from May though October.
Dave says around 65% of Park Farm’s
stock is sold directly out of the winery,
with nearly 80% of their handcrafted
wines being sold in Dubuque County.
Current distribution in northeast Iowa
covers an area north of I-80 and east
of Highway 35.
“We’ve been slowly expanding distribution, mostly as our wine is being
requested, but we do sell mostly out of
the winery—and we don’t really mind
that either because it’s actually a lot
less work and gives us the opportunity
to explain the wine to the customer,”
says Dave.
Next time you want to try a tasty new
Iowa-grown wine—and help Americans whip the Italians when it comes
to wine-consumption—check out Park
Farm Winery in Bankston. Just think of
it as a way to better your health while
assisting the local economy.
(Ed. Note: A slightly different version
of Jeff’s column this week was originally printed in the newsletter of Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative in
March of 2007.)

I PREFER GREEK GYROS, PERSONALLY

25
OCT 29 - NOV 11
not separate when heated.
The health benefits are numerous.
For starters, Greek yogurt typically
has double the protein of regular
yogurt, helping you feel full longer.
Greek yogurt is a healthy choice for
diabetics, as it is lower in sugar and
carbs than regular yogurt. It’s also
lower in sodium and contains more
live and active cultures, which is
important for digestive health.
So how do you eat Greek yogurt?
Here are five ways to eat Greek yogurt and feel good about serving it
to your family.

Greek Yogurt

2. Mix in smoothies for a high-protein snack or breakfast.
3. Combine fat-free Greek yogurt,
dried fruit and nuts and drizzle with
honey or agave nectar.
4. Spread on vegetable pizza.
5. Layer with fresh fruit for a healthy
parfait.

RECIPE

Have you tried Greek yogurt yet? If
you are not a big fan of conventional yogurt, you may want to consider
trying Greek yogurt. It’s fast becoming mainstream with Americans
with its unique texture and health
benefits. So what are these unique
benefits compared to traditional yogurt?

1. Use fat-free plain Greek yogurt in
place of sour cream for recipes, vegetable dips or with baked potatoes.

Greek Party Dip

All you need:
1 (1 ounce) package Hidden
Valley Ranch Dry Dip Mix
1 (16 ounce) container fat-free
Stonyfield Oikos Greek Yogurt
1 red bell pepper, cut into long slices (for serving)
1 (16 ounce) bag baby carrots (for
serving)
1 head broccoli, chopped into individual florets (for serving)
All you do:
1. Mix dry dip mix with yogurt. Refrigerate dip for at least 2 hours prior
to serving. Serve dip with assorted
vegetables

Greek yogurt’s most notable difference is its rich, creamy texture.
Eating this thick, creamy yogurt is
comparable to eating a delectable
dessert. Greek yogurt gets its extra
creaminess from the straining process that removes the whey (liquid)
from the yogurt. Because of the
thick, creamy texture, it is a suitable
substitute for dips and sauces. And
it is also a great alternative in baking
and cooking uses because it does

Nutrition facts per serving (2 tbsp
dip with veggies): 40 calories, 0g
fat, 7g carbs, 1g fiber, 3g protein,
160mg sodium.
Source: Hy-Vee Dietitians
Talk to a Hy-Vee dietitian or go to
www.hy-vee.com for more information. The information is not intended as medical advice. Please
consult a medical professional for
individual advice.

A FIVE DOLLAR BUFFET? GET OUT OF TOWN! SWEET!
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can rent a Zamboni) and you could still do
a Disney show at Five Flags. It would then
be up to Five Flags to determine of the days
it would take to create ice from scratch for a
big show like that is financially feasible. So
there’s a bit of a wait and see approach. The
contract does leave room for the new facility to give consent to Five Flags to put in
ice for special purposes. Whether the ability to make ice is merely hindered or completely eliminated, is in the hands of the
DICE organization, not the City. Should the
new facility not work out financially, there
could be no ice in Dubuque. I know this is
a worst-case scenario, but as you don’t see
many civic centers run at a profit, it’s not an
unfounded observation.
If you build it, will they come?
So, what does happen if the new facility
does not live-up to its earnings pro forma? I
know it sounds pessimistic. I’m a Five Flags
Commission member, I see real profit and
loss statements every single month. There is
a budget that is set, based on real numbers
from previous years, and then there is reality. There are some lofty expectations in the
new facility’s projected (and very conservative) revenue and expense estimates. For
example, currently Five Flags earns about
$17,000 in 26 open skating sessions annually. The new facility expects that number to grow to about $109,000 by being a
year-round option, as opposed to an eightmonth venue. A comparison of utility costs
at Five Flags to the projected costs of the
new “green” facility show one month at
Five Flags averaging $20,500 in expense,
while the new building will be just over
$8,300 even while open in the hot summer
months when Five Flags discontinues the
ice. Now that’s “green” -- if it’s true.

A great deal of the promotion of the new
facility celebrates that its construction and
operation that will not affect you, the taxpayer. In other words, you won’t be paying
for it like you do at Five Flags through city
budget subsidization. But if the numbers
aren’t there after a year or two, is the city
going to let the new facility fail? I think not.
There’s too much invested. Once the building is done, it will be a city-owned facility. DICE is simply the lease owner on the
property. The city would, I imagine, subsidize the arena just as it does Five Flags.
Though after DICE, the agreement first gives
Mystique and then the USHL organization
the option of running the facility. Would the
city subsidize two civic facilities? Hopefully
that is never an issue, I’m just saying you
read it here first. It is a distinct possibility
and can’t be ignored.
“I love the idea of a new ice sheet,” former
Dubuque Mayor Terry Duggan says. “My
son’s a big hockey player, but I think trying to add the USHL team is biting off more
than they can chew. They should leave the
Thunderbirds at Five Flags and operate the
new facility as they originally planned as a
second ice sheet. People complained when
Thunderbirds tickets went up a dollar to $5
or $6. People aren’t going to come at the
numbers they expect to get.”
Gil Spence also sees a challenge.
“They think they’re going to get 2300 at
hockey games at twice the cost of a Thunderbirds ticket,” he says. “Anyone associated with hockey in Dubuque over the years
is wondering how they’re going to do that.
Leaving the Thunderbirds at Five Flags with
a second arena of 500 seats would have

Continued on Page 30.

BECAUSE YOU ASKED NICELY -- BIGGER CROSSWORD!
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SUDOKU

HOCUS FOCUS

CRYPTOQUIP

STICKELERS

MEGA

MAZE

LETTER BOX

SUPER CROSSWORD

IS GLUTEN-FREE BISCOTTI TRULY BISCOTTI? A DONUT WITHOUT A HOLE IS A DANISH
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Dr. Skrap’s completely useless
Dear Trixie:
I am a 24 year old woman and I am
having trouble with my mother. I have
lived on my own since I was 17 and
have never been particularly close to
my mother. I drive 2 hours each week to visit her and each
time I leave she says, “we never have the chance to really
talk”. I don’t know why she thinks we need to “share” some
mother/daughter moment. We have never been like that. She
seems to be expecting some new relationship to suddenly
occur. I think she’s been watching the “Lifetime Television
Network For Women” channel too often. What can I do to get
her to stop acting this way?
--Lorna On Vizaleea
Dear Lorna:
The quickest way to make someone wish they hadn’t asked
the question is to give a deliberately descriptive answer. Tell
your mother things you know will disgust and frighten her.
Tell her about the ex-con you are dating and how sexy it is
to be tied up and violated by him. Be specific. Other topics
guaranteed to offend are married boyfriends, sexually transmittable diseases, and why the Bible is stupid.
Dear Trixie:
I love burritos and have cravings for enchiladas as well. I
have trouble concentrating at work when the cravings hit me.
The problem is that when I eat Mexican food my stomach
becomes distended and bloated. Then I have heartburn followed by diarrhea. The cramps are unbearable. What’s happening to me?
--Mark on Main and 17th
Dear Mark:
I fear you are suffering from a chronic case of Taco Belly.
Dear Trixie:
What is the correct response when your pregnant friends insist on showing you the photographs from their sonograms?
This has happened to me twice in the last 2 months and I am
at a loss for a decent reply. Any suggestions?
--Carolyn On Cleveland
Dear Carolyn: “He looks just like you!” is a perfectly acceptable response.
Dear Trixie: My wife of 6 years wants a divorce. She abruptly
moved out and abandoned evrything in our house--including me. I really want to know what happened and where I
stand. I want to know how to divide things up equally. She
has changed her cell number and none of our mutual friends
will return my calls. What does this mean?
--Broken Hearted Bob
Dear Bob: It means that you’ve already divided things up:
you get the furniture and she gets the friends.

HOROSCOPES
Aries 3/21-4/19 You’re trying to
eat healthy and came across a
recipe for Biscotti that uses no gluten and no sugar and
as long as you think it tastes like Biscotti, then I guess you
win. To hell with everyone else.
Taurus 4/20-5/20 Nice weather on Halloween may lead
to your costume being a little, uh, less substantial than you
originally planned. A good recipe for fun, not so much fun
the day after Halloween when you’re plastered all over
Facebook.
Gemini 5/21-6/21 Success will come your way, especially
if you can get the city government to eliminate anyone
who might be considered competition.

PUZZLE ANSWERS from page 27
Sudoku

Stickelers

Cryptoquip

Crossword

Cancer 6/22-7/22 Everyone’s worried about Iowa getting
past Ohio State and looking toward a national championship. You can’t help but think “Is this your first Hawkeye
season? It’s not Ohio State that’s going to screw things up.
It’s Indiana or Minnesota. That’s real Chokeyes style.”
Leo 7/23-8/22 If a trip through the produce section is getting you all worked up, it’s probably time to lower the
standards, at least for the weekend. But beware a hook-up
with a Capricorn.
Virgo 8/23-9/22 Everything on the menu seems to have
one ingredient you simply hate, totally screwing up what
was otherwise a delicious-looking meal. Bacon, cheese,
french bread... pineapple.... DAMN! Lamb, scallions, potatoes.... anise... DAMN! Chicken, pasta, butter sauce....
coconut.... DAMN! The food gods hate you. Get the burger, pick off the eggplant.

Letter Box

Libra 9/23-10/22 A small financial windfall will come to
you this week. Invest it wisely. And by that I mean it’s time
to stock up on 50 lb. bags of ice-melt salt.

Mega
Maze

Scorpio 10/23-11/21 Eating boring healthy food is a lot
less painful that a nice mid-winter heart attack. Embrace
the celery!
Sagittarius 11/22-12/21 You will make a great impression
on someone dear to you. You will accomplish this by accidentally stepping on their head with heels on.
Capricorn 12/22-1/19 The slump is broken. You will make
love this weekend. We’ll leave it to next week for you to
figure out whether or not that was a small mistake or a
massive one.
Aquarius 1/20-2/18 While you struggle through life looking helplessly for the meaning of it all, perhaps a trip to
the 19th Hole for lunch on Tuesday for the BLT special
will give you insight into what’s important in life. Even if it
doesn’t, it’s one hell of a BLT.
Pisces 2/19-3/20 There a very good reason they call them
secret admirers. It’s because they are far to ugly to have
the confidence to be public admirers. Be wary. Don’t settle
just yet. You’ve still got a couple good years left in you.

THE ANSWERS Questions on Page 6

1. C) The Birds are on 3 and counting.
Though no matter what, 4 will
be it
2. D) 20 years 1980 (81) - 2000 (01).
3. B) Dubuque Fine Arts Players
4. C) Marshall Park & Arboretum
5. B) Polk & Harding
6. A) Sacrificed animals to their Gods
7. B) Neighbor’s is down the road a
bit.

I, UH, THINK THE TOWN CLOCK IS LOOKING A LITTLE WEIRD
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rals custom designed for your home, an
overnight stay at Mystique Casino’s Hilton
Hotel, bowling at Diamond Jo’s VIP Alley
Cat lanes, a liquor chest full of top-shelf
liquors, a birthday package at Jumpin’
Janes, and a private fashion show for 13 of
your friends by DBQ Fashions.

Each November, supporters of the
Dubuque Museum of Art kick off the holiday season with a celebration that serves
as a fundraiser for the facility. Scheduled
for Friday, November 13, the Museum’s
Annual Art Auction and Holiday Party provides guests with an opportunity to bid on
a wide variety of artwork and other oneof-a-kind auction items.
The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with a

cocktail reception. Guests will have an
opportunity to view artwork from the
auction which will begin at 7 p.m. Conducted by auctioneer Loras Bleile, this
year’s auction will feature over 40 original
works of art by local artists and a variety
of other goods and services. Lots include
an overnight stay in a Premier Suite at the
Hotel Julien, dessert certificates from local
restaurants, a blue topaz and silver handmade necklace, a Flexsteel recliner, mu-

“We are especially excited about some
changes to the auction this year that will
make the evening even more exciting and
enjoyable,” reports Auction Committee
Chair Mantea Schmid. “We have another
incredible selection of original artwork
from local artists and a brand new set of
special services to auction off.”

Along with the auction, the Museum will
host its third annual cash raffle, drawing
names during the proceedings for multiple cash prizes. “During the auction we
will also be drawing for the winners of
our annual raffle,” said Schmid. “Instead
of a single large prize there will be five
drawings throughout the night for prizes
of $1,000, $5,000, and $15,000! So it
should be a fun evening for guests and a
great fundraising event for the museum.”

Tickets for the raffle are still available and
may be purchased at the Museum for
$100 each. Admission to the Art Auction
and Holiday Party is $40 in advance and
$45 the day of the event. For reservations
or more information, call the Museum at
(563) 557-1851.

THAT DOG IS TOTALLY CHILL DOWN THERE
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Duggan adds, “Because it’s on city land,
we’ve given the group an easy out if the
venue doesn’t work out privately. The
taxpayers are holding the bag if the city
chooses to subsidize the arena in order to
keep it alive. Then we will have three civic centers on the bill (including Five Flags
and the Grand River Center).”
It appears that in an effort to get the new
facility completed, they may have lost
track of the original mission. As new opportunities presented themselves, the
scope and vision of the project changed
to take advantage of the opportunities.
Hockey users originally wanted more
ice time and to lower prices for ice sheet
rental. It now appears that neither of those
goals is going to be greatly served. We
have achieved success in getting a cool
new rink funded, but perhaps failed at
managing the process that got us there.
been my plan to take to the City. Bringing in the USHL has made things more
difficult because losing the Thunderbirds
changes the revenue potential at Five

Flags, so we’ve got new challenges. We
knew losing the team meant we’d likely
have to lose the ice as well.”

Funnyness we found on the Interweb

With the move, we are gaining a new
hockey team tentatively named Battlefield Dubuque. The Thunderbirds are going to die as a team. After nine seasons in

Dubuque and currently riding a three-peat
Hurster Cup Championship run, they are
to be no more, they are not moving over
to the USHL as many people believe (and
as I heard Gary Dolphin describe it this
week on the Dolph Report -- Thursdays at
6 p.m. on KDTH). Kind of sad, but at least
the USHL is coming back, which is pretty
exciting. Word is that many of the people
involved with the team will become part
of the new team’s staff which is nice to
hear. I hope and assume the new organization has solved the financial obstacles
that ended the USHL’s run in Dubuque
the first time. Dr. David Field, owner of
the Thunderbirds, will reportedly also
have a piece of this new USHL franchise.
As a longtime benefactor of local hockey,
he has put a great deal of his own time
and money into keeping the sport alive on
semi-professional level in our community.
I’m thrilled to see him continue an active
role in the new team.
More change on the horizon
Hockey is not the only anchor tenant of
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Greg Yoko adds, “TEAM Dubuque is already working with SMG Management to
bring local, regional, and national sporting events to Five Flags. Fortunately, there
is a great need in Dubuque for indoor offseason practice facilities for baseball, softball, soccer, volleyball and others, including the various activities associated with
the Iowa Games.”

Five Flags. The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra has long called the 99-year-old
theater home. It looks to be inching ever
closer to a relationship with the University
of Dubuque’s new performing arts center,
soon to be in the design phase. It is well
understood that there currently has to be
some creative organization to make the
current theater work for the Symphony,
and sonically, the stage is not meant to
feature an orchestra. Once again, Joyce
and Five Flags don’t lay any blame for a
potential move. If it can afford it, it’s in
the best interest of the Symphony. But
it’s a loss that Five Flags would certainly
prefer didn’t happen. It marks the exit of
the only other major anchor tenant at the
downtown landmark. For the time being,
the Symphony is still on a year-to-year
contract with the venue. The new facility is considering architectural firms, so
it’s a ways off, but coming. No word on
whether they plan to take the theater’s
new piano with them when they go.
At least one positive thing as happened to
Five Flags recently, but it’s really more of
the erasure of a negative. As mentioned
earlier in this article, few people are aware
that upon the construction of the Grand
River Center at the Port of Dubuque, another exclusivity agreement, much like
the one the city has just entered into with
DICE, was implemented between the city
and the Grand River Center. That agreement had tied the hands of Five Flags for
the past five years. It stated, “Five Flags
shall not compete for the same type of
events that can be held at the Grand River
Center unless the event comes through
the Grand River Center.” So this means
all conventions, conferences, dinners,
banquets, meetings, receptions, and flatfloor events were off limits to Five Flags.
On October 5, the city council amended

the agreement. Now the only thing Five
Flags cannot compete for is national political events. So it’s back in the floor events
game. But it’s not that easy.
Look on the bright side.
Looking to the future of Five Flags, Joyce
White sees some major overhauling in her
future, but the team seems ready for the
challenge. And a challenge it will be, as
every silver lining seems to have a cloud.
There are no marketing materials for floor
events anymore. The center will need to
reinvest in tables and chairs which have
been there since the place was built 30
years ago. The audio-visual equipment,
critical to any convention facility, is nonexistent or a decade old. Much of the
upgrading money as of late has gone to
better serve the ice users. Oops. But the
Chamber Convention and Visitors Bureau
has committed to promoting the facility
with its convention marketing efforts and
the staff is doing its own ground work.
Most conventions are already booked out
3 - 5 years, however, so this is a rampingup process. It could take a few years to
get back in the swing of things and get a
fair shot at these events. So what does Five
Flags plan to do in the interim?
“Well, you go after the low-hanging fruit,”
says White. “We’re focusing immediately
on identifying, researching and securing
new sporting events. Given the building
design, sports are a good fit. Retooling staff
to enhance skill sets for new challenges is
also underway. Some ideas they are pursuing include roller derby, volleyball, indoor
soccer, and developing a relationship with
the Iowa High School Athletic Association
to host sub-stage competitions.”
And she’s open to ideas.

I’ve asked some tough questions. But I really do think the new facility is an exciting opportunity. I encourage everyone to
embrace hockey. If you’ve never been to a
game, it’s really a lot of fun and it looks like
we’re getting a heck of a venue in which
to enjoy it. A lot of people worked very
hard to make this happen and it serves as
another shining feather in our cap for recruitment and retention initiatives for new
business as well as people who work at
those businesses. I’m not thrilled that Five
Flags is taking the hit again, but it does not
diminish the coolness of the new place.
Thank you to the people who put in years
to take an idea to reality and to the City of
Dubuque, the State of Iowa and Mystique
for investing in growing cultural opportunities for our citizens. When it opens, take
the kids skating and get your season tickets
to Battlefield Dubuque games, especially
you business owners. Game tickets are a
great way to entertain business clients and
also to reward employees. Celebrate the
venue and make me eat my pessimism
about the financials. I really hope I do.

Five Flags is taxpayer-supported with
about $765,000 annually. SMG is contracted to operate the facility with revenue benchmarks set, as well as cultural
expectations. Essentially, SMG must lose
no more than agreed-to in the benchmark.
It has beaten the benchmark every year so
far. Clearly, the benchmark, and indeed
the whole budget of Five Flags is going to
get a thorough reworking next year with
ice leaving. But more than reworking budgets and benchmarks, it’s time for some
real reflection and planning. Gil Spence
conceded that the City doesn’t currently
have a long-range plan for Five Flags. It
seems to be the sacrificial lamb for the rest
for the city’s long-range plans. Is the venue
even still viable? It’s a fair question. I personally think it has a place in the city’s future. It’s certainly in incredible condition.
And if you have not been inside the center
in a few years, you should see it. It’s beautifully remodeled and the staff is excellent.
I encourage you to look for ideas and
share them. What could we as a community do with Five Flags? Don’t limit yourself. Think crazy stuff -- why not? What
can your organization do to make use of
this civic gem at the heart of our downtown? I have some ideas. Think about
hosting your company or organization’s
Christmas party there this year. Consider
starting winter leagues for summer sports
indoors. Hotels, host your keynote speakers, opening sessions and kickoff breakfasts at Five Flags. Caterers are welcome.
I think a big piece of indoor turf could be
host to a huge variety of summer sports
finding a winter home.

Let’s make ice sports in Dubuque so popular that we actually do need two full time
ice sheets. Wouldn’t that be a nice dilemma to have? And if, like me, you think dismantling Five Flags’ ability to ever make
ice again is a mistake, tell your city council member ... though it might not be their
call anymore. Or, at this point, you might
have to ask DICE to leave enough equipment behind to keep it alive. I think there
is another road to take here, one that gives
us a great new facility to enjoy, but one
that also gives us options for the future.
Send your Five Flags new usage ideas as
well as your letters of agreement or rebuttal to bryce@dubuque365.com.

