


My friend Jack will change your life.

I first told you about my friend Jack a little 
over a year ago. Jackson “Jack” Hoeger is a 
very young friend of mine who has battled a 
very rare form of brian cancer for the better 
part of his life. After a frustration-inducing 
string of mis-diagnoses and not knowing 
how to fight his rare disease, Jack’s family 
got what most in this situation do not get. A 
miracle. Jack is in remission. Jack is alive. 

Since Jack and I made the now-famous “You 
Don’t Know Jack” video together (www.
youtube.com/livestrongjack), Jack has been 
the guest of honor and a host of Tri-State 
cancer benefits and functions. Simply put, 
Jack’s a star. But then again, Jack was al-
ways a star. I also lost my own father to can-
cer almost three months ago, which keeps 
Jack and the fight he and so many other 
face fresh in my mind and my heart.

While we focus on the suffering and 
strength of this little fighter, we fail to fo-
cus on the perhaps the greatest strength 
in Jack’s life: His family. I met Jack’s mom, 
Jen, in college and we have been the best 
of friends ever since. The Cascade girl mar-
ried a best friend of my college roommates 
and for many years Marty too has been a 
close friend. Like many around them, we 
have seen and heard the nightmare stories 
as well as the stories of hope and love that 
have come from the Hoeger family through 
the years since little Jack was first diag-
nosed.

What I didn’t know was that the whole 
time Marty was keeping a journal of their 
experience. With Jack now in remission, 
Marty has taken those journal entries and 
elaborated on them to write the book “One 
Left Handed Hug.” I was surprised to say 
the least when copies of the book arrived 
on my desk recently. Not because someone 
told Jack’s story, but simply because I didn’t 
know Marty could read, let alone write a 
book.

It was a very fast and easy read. But not 
easy at the same time. This family has been 
through some simply grueling times emo-
tionally, physically and financially. Imagine 
a dad taking his time to cry in the shower 
so no one could see him do it, allowing 
him to show his brave face for his family 
who needed him to be strong for them. But 
they have persevered and this book is their 
story. 

I have asked Marty and Jack to come to 
Dubuque and do a book signing for “One 
Left Handed Hug” and they energetically 
agreed. Our great friends at River Lights 
have offered to host the event. On Sunday, 
May 31, from  1 p.m. - 2 p.m., the Hoegers 
and I will be at River Lights, 1098 Main 
Street,  to sign copies of the book. You can 
even get yourself of of the sexy “I know 
Jack” t-shirts or hats while you are there to 
show your support of Jack. All proceeds the 
Hoegers collect go to cancer research.

Their fight will probably never be over, but 
in this time when they have been given 
the freedom to breathe and truly enjoy the 
time with their son, a time when he can run 
and play and hug them strong with both 
hands, they are not resting. They have been 
touched by cancer in a way that most, even 
my own family’s fight with cancer, will nev-
er understand. They are using that story and 
that experience to fight the fight everyday. 
From Washington, D.C., to the main stage 
at the National Livestrong Foundation con-
ference, this family has become the face of 
the fight. They way they talk about cancer 
with their son without fear is awe-inspiring. 
They have been to the brink and come 
back. This is a story you need to hear.

Please take time to come see us on May 
31 at River Lights at 1 p.m.. The book will 
be available through River Lights starting 
now, so if you can’t join us, you can pick 
it up anytime. Feel free to bring it back for 
the signing. Or stop in after the signing and 
get your copy. It’s a great story for a great 
cause. It also doesn’t hurt that I make my 
cameo appearance on page 149!

       Tim               Mike              Kristina           Jeff                Kelli              Ralph             Gary             Matt                Lisa               Chris              Pam                Joey           Angela           Ron                Bob                Roy              Brad              Bryce

The 365ink crew... faces you already know!
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere 
in this issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find 
the master of movies buried within these pages?  
Hint: He’s tiny and could be anywhere, In a 
story? In an ad? On the cover? Good Luck! 
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What’s old is new again.  With Dubuque’s 
downtown Farmers’ Market beginning its 
164th season, never is that more true.  
Especially as “green” ideas that promote 
sustainability like buying locally grown 
food or growing vegetables in your own 
garden gain ground in public conscious-
ness.  But while sustainability might be 
a buzzword among municipal planners 
and newbie gardeners across the coun-
try are popping up like so many young 
seedlings, Dubuque area growers have 
been quietly living a sustainable lifestyle 
and eating healthy, homegrown food for 
years, in some cases, generations.  

“I think you’ve got to give credit to those 
people who’ve done the obvious for so 
long,” said Tom Thompson, current Chair 
of Farmers’ Market Committee, and a 
market vendor himself for about seven 
years.  “What we’re doing today isn’t 
new.  What happened was we took our 
eye off the prize.  The reality is that what 
we are realizing today is what we knew 
many years ago: growing your own pro-
duce, supporting your neighbors, giving 
your family a work opportunity, your 
kids a work opportunity to learn and to 

carry on those things just makes sense.  
It’s the right thing to do for a lot of good 
reasons.”  

Vice-president of the TFM Company, 
which runs the Oky-Doky stores, the 
A&W restaurants, and I Love Food, 
Thompson has been a longtime volunteer 
for Dubuque Main Street, the downtown 
advocacy non-profit that organizes the 
Dubuque Farmers’ Market. In addition 
to serving on various committees over 
the years, Thompson has served on Main 
Street board of directors for about a de-
cade.  

Sustainability issues are not new to 
Dubuque Main Street Office Manager 
and Farmers’ Market Manager Laura 
Bertjens either.  Growing up in a man-
ner where recycling and gardening were 
just part of a normal lifestyle, it’s hard 
for her to understand people who might 
think otherwise. “We have to take care 
of where we live, or it’s not worth living.  
It doesn’t make sense not to be thinking 
in those terms,” she admits.  “I grew up 
in Stevens Point with the University of 
Wisconsin there, and they’ve been very 

progressive since I was real young.  So I 
can remember being in sixth grade and 
we were already having contests to see 
who could bring back the most milk jugs 
and my mom was already recycling tin 
cans.  We had a recycling program back 
in the early ‘80s and it only grew from 
there, so to me it’s always been a way of 
life since I was little.”  

A dedicated gardener, Bertjens is no 
stranger to the joys of growing or the 
work involved to make it happen. “I’ve 
always had my own garden,” she said, 
“which I never thought I would because 
as a kid, it was almost seen as punish-
ment,” she added laughing.  “If you didn’t 
have anything to do my parents’ canned 
response was, ‘well, if you don’t have 
anything better to do go pull weeds in 
the garden.’ So it always had this kind of 
negative connotation.  But as I’ve grown 
and had to start producing for myself, we 
just started putting in a little garden and it 
grew bigger and bigger and now it’s like 
my refuge.  I go out there and I don’t have 
to think about anything else, I can just fo-
cus on pulling weeds and I love it.”  

Thompson has had his own experience 
with growing.  “When we were growing 
up, we had gardens and we continue to 
have gardens,” he notes.  “I think it’s been 
an art and skill that has been lost and I 
think it’s coming back for a lot of reasons.  
The economics – people want to save a 
few bucks – but more importantly, know-
ing where that food came from and the 
pride of it.  It goes into a whole different 
realm of why gardening can be a very ful-
filling adventure.  I think it’s great, and I 
think Farmers’ Market can help with that.  
Just think about that.  Not only can you 
buy produce at Farmers’ Market, but you 
can learn from the pros … get, if you will, 
the ‘trade secrets’ … that’s a big plus.”  

Thompson makes a good point.  Tradi-
tional methods of growing not only save 
money, but they are often healthier and 
contribute to a more sustainable lifestyle.  
But there can be a learning curve and 
Farmers’ Market can be a resource for 
new gardeners.  “It’s a holistic approach 
to understanding life,” he says of garden-
ing.  “We’ve been vending garlic now for 
something like eight years (at Market), 
and you can’t believe what an educa-
tion it is for people.  They come up to our 
table and say ‘I never knew there were 
13 different varieties … and I didn’t know 
that’s how they grew’ I’m excited to say 
that a lot of people do bring their chil-
dren down and it becomes a tremendous 
educational opportunity.”  

Bertjen admits she has not spent near 
as much time at Market as she grew up 
gardening and canning at home.  “My 
grandmother and my mom they preserved 
everything,” she explained.  “If my mom 
could possibly make a fruit into a jam or 
jelly … we never bought jam, because it 
was just always there.  We’d buy flats of 
peaches from the markets and we’d have 
canned peaches, we’d have anything pos-
sible that she could preserve by canning 
or freezing, and it was just a way of life.  
That’s how it is.  It was natural to learn 
those processes and help her out.”    

Following the increase in interest in 
homegrown and locally grown food, in-
terest in Farmers’ Market has increased 
for both buyers and sellers.  Longtime 
vendors at Dubuque’s market report an 
increase in customer traffic in recent 
years, and Bertjen confirms an increase 
of 16 vendors so far this year, bringing 
the total number of vendors to 85 oc-
cupying approximately 100 stalls spread 
across the downtown Market. “We’re 

Continued on Page 31.



The Music Men Barbershop Chorus pres-
ents its 60th Anniversary Show, “Har-
mony Smorgaschord”, at the Bell Tower 
Theater, 2728 Asbury Road, Dubuque at 
8 PM on Friday, May 15th and Saturday, 
May 16th.  This 100% family friendly 
show of humor and acapella music will 
feature performances by the Music Men 

Chorus as well as local quartetsThe Choir 
Boys and Youseguys.  Special Guest 
Performes are the International Seniors 
Quartet Champion Jurassic Larks, from 
Des Moines, Iowa.  All seats are $17 and 
are available by calling the Bell Tower 
Box Office at (563) 588-3377 or online 
at www.belltowertheater.net.

Mazzuchelli Catholic middle School 
presents “The Music Man, Jr.” May 15-
17th at the Grand Opera House. Tickets 
are $6 and available at the Grand Box 
Office. Showtimes are 7pm Friday and 
Saturday and 2pm Sunday.

Grand Pet Excursion is coming to Mur-
phy Park Sunday, May 17. The Dubuque 
Humane Society’s 16th annual pledged 
dog walk promises to be the best ever. In-
vite your family, friends, and co-workers 
to make pledges to help the over 5,000 
lost, abandoned, and unwanted animals 
that we care for each year. Details avail-
able at dbqhumane.org

Kids and their parents are invited to the an-
nual Spring Party at the Dubuque Arbore-
tum & Botanical Gardens, Sunday May 17 
from 11am to 2:30. This year, it’s a Shrek-
tacular with all the kids favorite storybook 
characters. They’ll also learn tips on recy-
cling and other ways to “Go Green!” Tick-
ets are just $1 and available at the Arbore-
tum in advance or the day of the event.

The Bell Tower Theater presents “Suessi-
cal, Jr.” Saturday, May 23, 2009 at 2 pm 
Eisenhower Elementary School. Tick-
ets are just $5 and can be purchased 
by phone at 563-588-3377, online at 
www.belltowertheater.net or in person 
at the Bell Tower Theater box office.

Carnegie-Stout Public Library will show 
the 1936 Charlie Chaplin comedy “Mod-
ern Times” at The Grand Opera House at 
135 8th Street in Dubuque at 2:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 7, 2009. Admission is 
free and open to the public. No tickets are 
required. W.C. Fields’ 1933 short come-
dy “The Fatal Glass of Beer” will also be 
shown, and snacks will be on sale.

Dubuque Arboretum
Annual Spring Party

MAY
17
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Bell Tower Presents 
Seussical, Jr.!

MAY
23

Bell Tower Presents
“Harmony Smorgaschord”

MAY
15-16

Mazzuchelli Presents
“The Music Man”

MAY
15-17

The Annual Grand
Pet Excursion

MAY
17

Library Shows
“Modern Times”
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                   Answers on page 28!

1. Who hosts Dubuquefest?

2. What was the name of the gallery lo-
cated at the former home of Ruth and 
Russ Nash?
A. Rocco Buda
B. The Nash Gallery
C. Outside the Lines Gallery
D. The Quigley Gallery

3. Where is the “Continuum” public 
art piece now located?
A. On the Riverwalk
B. Along Kerper Blvd.
C. Dubuque Public Works Building
D. It was thrown away

4. Which name was not synonymous 
with pharmacists is the Dubuque Area 
in recent years?
A  Hartig
B. Ruegnitz
C. Rhomberg
D. Taylor

5. Which is not a featured item in the 
first weeks of Farmers’ Market?
A. Sweet Corn B. Asparagus
C. Tomato Plants D. Morel Mushrooms

6. Where will Dubuque’s newest Thurs-
day afternoon Farmer’s Market be lo-
cated starting June 4?
A. City Hall  B. Fountain Park Plaza
C. River Museum  D. Asbury Park

7. What part of town is featured in this 
year’s Old House Enthusiasts tour?
A. Clarke Drive Area
B. North End
C. Dubuque’s Buff Homes
D. S. Grandview Ave. Area

8. Who is Dubuque Lock and Dam #11 
named for?
A. Julien Dubuque
B. Explorer Zebulon Pike
C. Explorer Jacques Marquette
D. Explorer Louis Joliet

9. Who is Dubuque’s “Mr. Baseball”?
A. Gerald “Red McAleece”
B. Kevin Rhomberg
C. Johnny Petrakis
D. Red Faber

ZOIKS! FORSOOTH! IT’S A REN FAIRE!
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Calling all royals and knights, peasants, 
pirates, and wenches.  The Dubuque Re-
naissance Faire returns this year to give 
you another opportunity to “party like it’s 
1559.”  Scheduled for the last weekend of 
the month, May 30-31, the Dubuque Re-
naissance Faire will once again be held at 
Storybook Hill Children’s Zoo and Park at 
12345 North Cascade Road, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday.  

With a variety of entertainment and ven-
dors, the Dubuque Renaissance Faire 
promises to be fun for families of any era.  
Entertainment will include storytellers, 
staged sword fights, dance demonstra-
tions, and performances by folk and mad-
rigal singers, brass bands, jugglers, fire-
eaters, and comic troupes.  Guests will 
have an opportunity to meet Queen Cath-
erine, King Edward and their royal court 

and learn about life in the renaissance, 
including fashions and weaponry.  Stroll-
ing minstrels, faeries, “tax collectors,” 
and storytellers will keep kids wondering 
what’s around the next corner. 

A renaissance marketplace will feature a 
variety of unique goods for sale, including 
period clothing, dresses, and jewelry, hats, 
handmade leather goods, pewter, pottery, 
swords, daggers, and other metalwork.  
Guests can feast on turkey legs, bread 
bowl soups, pies, and tarts and wash it all 
down with Iowa wines and beer.  

The Dubuque Renaissance Faire is spon-
sored by DB&T, with all ticket sales ben-
efiting the Dubuque Museum of Art.  For 
more information, visit www.dbqart.com/
DMAFaire.htm.

Hospice of Dubuque
Tree of Life Memorial
Tuesday, May 19

Hospice of Dubuque invites you to join 
at the annual Tree of Life Memorial Ser-
vice on Tuesday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m. in 
Washington Park. The service will con-
sist of music, readings, a family member 
sharing her story and the lighting of the 
Tree of Life. The Katsura Tree in Wash-
ington Park has been designated as the 
Hospice of Dubuque Tree of Life. The 
tree will be decorated with lights, each 
one representing a person remembered 
or honored.  
 
Anyone can purchase a light in memory, 
or honor of a loved one and there is still 
time to have names printed in the Tree 

of Life program. Please call or stop by 
the Hospice of Dubuque office by Fri-
day, May 15, for more information. 
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AW YEAH, LUNCHTIME UNDER THE TOWN CLOCK BABY

BUDWEISER NIGHTLIFE BY PHONE

588-4365

Jam is BACK, baby!
Your Friday lunchtimes are about to get fun 
again, with the return of the 365 Lunch-
time Jam, now entering its eighth -- yes, 
eighth -- year of bringing you great live 
music and delicious food under the Town 
Clock, each and every Friday! Beginning 
with Friday, May 15, at 11:30 a.m. and 
ending around 1 p.m. (weather permit-
ting), 365 brings you some of the best 
Tri-State acoustic talent around, gener-
ously sponsored by Cottingham & Butler, 
Prudential Financial, and our newest 365 
Lunchtime Jam sponsor, Premier Bank, 
with food provided by longtime Jam ven-
dor Carlos O’Kelly’s.

With the addition of IBM this year to 
our downtown scene, there is an ongo-
ing need to bring some fun and levity to 
workforce and employers who have made 
the investment in being downtown. That’s 
why we host the Jams. (Well, that, and we 
just love to hear live music at any oppor-
tunity we can get.) 

As another exciting new addition to this 
season, Premier Bank will be providing 
some free surprise goodies to Jam goers 
each week. Join us and find out! So it will 
be a fun and welcome addition to the 
event.

There are 15 planned concerts this sum-
mer, through September 4. We may or 
may not extend the Jam beyond Labor 
Day, depending on the weather, so stay 
tuned to the pages of 365ink.

And as a special note to all of the down-
town businesses reading this publication, 
we really want your employees to join us 
for the entertainment and fresh air. We 
will be delivering posters and sending e-
mail reminders. We encourage you to do 
regular reminders in-house to push your 
hard-working folks outside for a few min-
utes to stretch and enjoy themselves. They 
are who this is all for. 

Upcoming performers at the 365 Lunch-
time Jam this year include longtime favor-
ite Denny Garcia kicking off the season 
on May 15, the Broken Rubber Band on 
May 22, Maureen Kilgore on May 29 and 
Roy Schroedl of Okham’s Razor on June 
5.

Late-breaking Lunchtime Jam notice: The 
City of Dubuque has informed 365 that 
due to some upcoming concrete work 
in the Town Clock Plaza scheduled for 
shortly after the Budweiser True Music 
Kickoff to Summer, the Lunchtime Jam 
locations will be disrupted for just a few 
weeks (the first two will still be at the 
Town Clock). Stay tuned to 365ink Maga-
zine and Dubuque365.com for the latest 
news on our alternate location, (Hint: 
It’ll probably be Washington Park.)
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DUBUBUQUEFEST COMETH...AND WITH IT FESTIVAL FOOD
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Regular 365ink readers undoubtedly 
picked up our last issue not only for 
our cover story on ten years of KGRR’s 
Midwest Music Makers, but also for our 
pull-out centerfold poster/calendar list-
ing dozens of Dubuque-area festivals 
and events.  It’s been a popular annual 
issue since we first published it two 
years ago and this year is no different.  

All this is to say, that the people of 
Dubuque (and the surrounding area) 
love their festivals, and rightly so.  Sum-
mertime in Dubuque rocks, literally!  So 
it’s with no disrespect to Main Street’s 
Puttzin’ or even 365’s own Lunchtime 
Jam series, but it doesn’t truly feel like 
the festival season has started until 
DubuqueFest takes over Washington 
Park and we can all enjoy a beverage 
while watching live music under the 
Town Clock.  Well believe it or not, that 
time is just around the corner. 

The annual “all-arts festival” sponsored 
by the Dubuque County Fine Arts Soci-
ety rolls back around each year on the 
third weekend of May.  This year, the fes-
tival’s 31st falls on the weekend of May 
15, 16, and 17.  In addition to the Art 
Fair in Washington Park, DubuqueFest 
features three days of free concerts on 
two stages, the annual Old House Tour, 
free kids’ art tent and a book release by 
the Dubuque Area Writers Guild.  

The weekend starts on Friday, May 15, 
at 5 p.m. with a concert at the Town 
Clock featuring the salsa, cumbia, and 
merengue of Lucho Rey y Su Salsera, 
followed by Oxford, Mississippi-based 
roots rock and alt-country band Blue 
Mountain.  A trio that helped to define 
the ‘90s alt-country sound with punk en-
ergy, Blue Mountain’s core is the former 
couple Cary Hudson and Laurie Stirratt 
(who also happens to be the twin sis-
ter of Wilco’s bass player John Stirratt).  
The band dissolved in 2002 following 

the couple’s breakup, but reunited with 
original drummer Frank Coutch in the 
summer of 2007, recording a new al-
bum last year and continuing to tour 
with their incendiary live show. 

Friday evening will also feature the 
Dubuque Area Writers’ release of their 
annual anthology with a reading and 
reception at the Dubuque Museum of 
Art from 7 p.m. Music & Dance collects 
poetry and “micro-literature” by local 
and regional writers, with each piece 
being only 100 words or less.  The pub-
lic is invited to the reception which will 
feature a reading by a number of writers 
included in the anthology.  

Saturday, May 16, is when the festival 
really launches into full swing with 
the Art Fair in Washington Park, enter-
tainment on both the Town Clock and 
Gazebo stages, and the Old House En-
thusiasts’ annual Old House Tour (see 
the accompanying cover story for full 
details).  The Art Fair, always free and 
open to the public will feature exhibits 
by local and regional artists in a variety 
of media, from painting and pottery to 
glass, jewelry, fabric, metal, and wood. 

Also located in Washington Park during 

Continued on Facing Page.
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the Art Fair is the Kids’ Art Tent.  This 
year’s interactive activities will draw 
their inspiration from the bilingual 
children’s storybook a Perfect Season 
for Dreaming: Un tiempo perfecto 
para sonar by Benjamin Alire Saenz. 
Trilingual readings, piñatas, an inter-
active mural, and a mariachi band will 
all be part of the experience.  (Read 
more about the Kids’ Art Tent in the 
accompanying article.)  There will 
be the usual inflatable rides and kids 
games next to the Kids’ Art Tent along 
the park on 7th Street. 

Of course the entertainment continues 
on both the Town Clock and Gazebo 
stages throughout the weekend.  Sat-
urday at the Town Clock starts at 10 
a.m. with the dance routines of the 
Dubuque Community Y Blue Jays, fol-
lowed Prescott School’s steel drum 
group PanrythmiX.  Saturday after-
noon features performances by both 
the Dubuque Senior and Hempstead 
High School jazz bands.  

Bridging the afternoon-to-evening 
time slot with a performance sched-
uled will be Fort Collins, Colorado 
band Motorhome.  Playing something 
that falls between rock music with a 
country edge or roots music with rock 
attitude, Motorhome is sure to bring 
the horsepower of a full-size RV to the 
Town Clock stage.  Motorhome will 
be followed by Alma Sub Rosa, the lo-
cal indie-pop group featuring vocalist 
Kristina Castañeda.  Headlining Sat-
urday evening will be the honky-tonk 
piano blues of David Zollo and The 
Body Electric.  

Sunday’s program starts at 10 a.m. 
with a series of performances by vari-
ous dance groups of Dubuque Dance 
Studio.  Jazz instigators ‘Round Mid-
night follow with a “jazz breakfast” (or 
brunch depending on when the danc-
ers finish!) with accomplished sing-
er-songwriter Nate Jenkins opening 
the afternoon.  Iowa City’s The Awful 

Purdies finish out Sunday afternoon 
at the Town Clock.  A five-member 
all-female band (featuring Dubuque’s 
favorite daughter Katie Roche), the 
Awful Purdies play music that draws 
on roots as diverse as the women who 
create it.  

Not to be left out, the Gazebo stage 
will feature singer-songwriter and 
acoustic guitarist extraordinaire Gayla 
Drake Paul and folk/rock/blues artist 
John Moran on Saturday afternoon 
and the Dubuque Fiddlers and the 
gypsy-meets-Americana-roots-music 
of Painted Saints band-leader Paul 
Fonfara on Sunday.  Check the accom-
panying music schedule for the times 
of all performances.  

Last but certainly not least of festival 
features is the fabulous food Dubuque-
Fest offers.  All the usual favorites will 
be back, brats, burgers, barbecue, 
and of course a variety of fine beers, 
served up by the Dubuque Jaycees.  
Music and dance, art, literature, food, 
and fun – what better way to open 
the festival season than with a whole 
weekend of DubuqueFest?  
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Don’t forget that the 23rd Old House 
Enthusiasts Tour is on its way for 
DubuqueFest weekend, Saturday and 
Sunday, May 16 and 17.

This year’s tour, hosted annually by 
the Dubuque Hold House Enthusi-
asts and aimed at allowing guests a 
chance to observe unique examples of 
architecture and historic preservation 
in our city, takes a turn towards the 
south end of town, according to Old 
House Enthusiasts member Gwen Ko-
sel, who sat down with 365 to explain 
a bit about this year’s tour. Locations 
to be visited on the tour include the 
Schroeder home at 96 North Grand-
view Avenue, the Heiderscheit home 
at 368 South Grandview Avenue, the 
Wahlert home at 140 Fremont Ave-
nue, the Peckosh home at 2310 Simp-
son Avenue and the O’Conner home 
at 690 Sunset Ridge.

Tickets for the Old House Enthusiasts 
Tour are $10, and may be purchased 
at any of the homes during tour hours. 

There will be free van transportation 
between Dubuquefest at Washing-
ton Park and the tour homes. Attend-
ees are in vited to return their tickets 
to the ticket taker at the final home, 
filled out with the name, e-mail ad-
dress and phone number to be eligible 
for a prize drawing. Prizes include gift 
certificates from places such as L.May 
Eatery, Mario’s, The Bridge and Style 
Masters, tickets to the Bell Tower The-
ater and Grand Opera House, a facial 
from Opalus, a yearlong pass to the 
National Mississippi River Museum & 
Aquarium, greens fees for four at the 
Meadows Golf Course, and the grand 
prize is an overnight stay at the Solon 
Langworthy House, 264 Alpine Street. 

Advance tickets are available by call-
ing Gwen Kosel at 563-590-6577, or 
e-mailing GetMoving@mchsi.com. 
Proceeds from this year’s tour will sup-
port expansion of interpretive signage 
at the Four Mounds historic estate. For 
your convenience, a map of the tour 
locations is located below -- we’ll be 
seeing you on the tour!



As much as I like Dubuque, I love to 
get out of town. Day trips with some 
kind of loose agenda – a play to see 
in Spring Green, a book to search for 
in Madison, a Thai restaurant to try 
in Davenport – those are the best. I 
grew up taking rides in the country, 
and while I do still love to see an-
other view of nature, it’s often a shot 
of culture that propels me out of the 
house. 

So the other Sunday found us on 
Highway 151, heading for Iowa City. 
The weather was perfect, so we ate 
outside at a little vegan restaurant 
under flowering trees made us feel 
like we were in a wedding. Then we 
wandered up East Washington to the 
Iowa Artisans Gallery to look at a 
new show by the daughter of a friend 
of ours. I’d seen Jenny Braig’s paint-
ings before, and I knew it was go-
ing to be hard to just look and leave. 
She paints with oils, so thick you can 
see the brushstrokes, and the colors 
she uses are gorgeous –  deep gold 
for a gravel road struck by sunlight, 
pale aqua for a summer sky sending 
down rain. 

Jenny (daughter of Karla and Jim) 
lives in Spearfish, South Dakota, 
after growing up in Dubuque. Her 
subject matter is often farms and 
country roads, pickup trucks and 
trees, but there’s nothing at all trite 
or predictable about her work. Like 
any creative artist in any genre, she 
makes you take notice of the ordi-
nary by making it new. 

So, of course, I fell in love with one 
painting in particular. I said to my 
husband, “If money were no object, 
I’d take that one home.” He said, 
“Um hm.” I don’t think he realized 
that I had come to Iowa City intend-
ing to buy one of these paintings. It 
wasn’t a decision I made after we got 
there. I just wasn’t sure which one I 
was going to want until we arrived. 

We left the gallery, but only to go 
to Prairie Lights – that bookstore of 
world renown which shares its name 
with San Francisco’s City Lights 
and Dubuque’s River Lights – so I 
knew there would be time. Walking 
down the sidewalk, making our way 
among the students and the skate-
boarders, I began to wheedle in ear-
nest. “Would you think I was crazy if 
I said I really wanted to buy one of 
those paintings?” 

As a psychologist, he knows I don’t 
ask questions like this for his pro-
fessional opinion. He was less con-
cerned with my sanity (though the 
price of the larger pieces was no 
small potatoes) than with the limited 
wall space in our home. We live in a 
hobbit house, otherwise known as a 
1920s bungalow, a style which many 
people prize and which even has a 
magazine, American Bungalow, for 
its devotees. But what these houses 
have in charm they lack in vertical 
space. Or maybe the problem is 
that we’ve already covered what we 
have in a sizeable collection of art, 
much of it original. Not Monets, not 
Rothkos, but some very nice prints 
and watercolors by wonderful local 
artists like Stormy Mochal. Add in a 
few prints from my husband’s years 
in Winnipeg and a family portrait 
or two, and there’s barely room for 
windows.

Still, that painting of the road and 
the farm and the sky spoke to me. 
I said, “It could go over the sofa,” 
even though we’ve already got two 
framed pieces there. He said, “What 
about this smaller one?” pointing to 
a lovely painting of a country road. 
I said, “But this one has the road 
AND a farm.” He said, “Well, I’m 
the one who grew up on a farm; it’s 
more evocative for me.” I said, “But 
my mom grew up on a farm, and we 
were always visiting her Aunt Min-
nie there. I LOVE this one.” Finally, 
he said, “I guess it could go in the 
kitchen.”

So, dear Reader, we bought it. We 
decided we’d each pay half and call 
it our anniversary present to each 

other. I offered to leave it there, so 
other people would be able to enjoy 
it until the show is over, and maybe 
be encouraged to buy another piece. 
It felt a little weird to walk away 
empty handed. I feel a little like 
we’re adopting a child from China; 
we know what she looks like, but we 
can’t take her home just yet.

Is this crazy, in these dire economic 
times? Spending  money on a paint-
ing, what my dad would have called 
a “picture”? We never had real art 
growing up. I remember a dread-
ful, muddy brown reproduction of a 
mountain scene that hung for years 
over the living room sofa. My dad 
would have thought I was foolish to 
spend so much on a painting when 
I’ve been whining for so long about 
the new kitchen cabinets we so 
desperately need. (Well, okay. Not 
“desperately.” But we really have no 
place for the cereal.) 

But I think, as long as you’re feeling 
reasonably confident that your job is 
stable and the bills are going to be 
paid and the bacon is going to arrive 
on the table, then the act of bringing 
home something extra, something 
beautiful, is one of the best ways to 

say you’re not going to let the eco-
nomic terrorists win. Artists have to 
make a buck, after all. So do galler-
ies. (Have you been to Outside the 
Lines on Bluff  St. lately? Check out 
John Anderson-Bricker’s acrylics and 
Mark Fowler’s glass! Buy a pair of 
Connie Twining’s exquisite earrings! 
They’ve even got some of Jenny’s 
paintings.)

I know I’m fortunate. I will be re-
minded of this every time I see that 
golden road and those farm build-
ings on the horizon line and the soft 
blue sky of the painting Jenny named 
“Summer Rain” hanging above my 
kitchen table. And I’ll be reminded 
of a poem I first heard when I was a 
wretchedly poor college student. It 
went something like this: “If of thy 
fortune thou art bereft, and of thy 
store there be but two loaves left, sell 
one, and with the dole, buy hyacinths 
to feed thy soul.”  A little beauty is 
just a different kind of nourishment, 
something you may not even realize 
you’re hungry for.

Pam Kress-Dunn
pam2617@yahoo.com 
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Mindframe Theaters • 555 JFK Road 
563-582-4971 • MindframeTheaters.com 

Kerasotes Star 14 • 2835 NW Arterial 
563-582-7827 • www.kerasotes.com

Millennium Cinema • 151 Millennium Drive Platteville, WI 
1-877-280-0211• plattevillemovies.com

Avalon Cinema • 95 E Main St. Platteville, WI 
608-348-5006 * plattevillemovies.com

Quite a cast is being assembled for direc-
tor Garry Marshall’s newest romantic com-
edy. Julia Roberts, Anne Hathaway, Jessica 
Alba, Jessica Biel, Jennifer Garner, Shirley 
MacLaine, Bradley Cooper and Ashton 

Kutcher are all in final negotiations to star in Valentine’s 
Day, an ensemble comedy (think Love, Actually) which 
features five slightly interconnected stories that all play 
out during a single Valentine’s Day in Los Angeles.

Judd Apatow, who is no stranger to turn-
ing in rather long cuts of his movies (both 
The 40-Year-Old Virgin and Knocked Up 
clocked in at well over two hours), has 
outdone himself. His final director’s cut 
of Funny People, which has finally been 

given a PG-13 rating by the MPAA, has a runtime of 150 
minutes. That’s ... a really, really long comedy.

Speaking of long cuts, director McG re-
vealed in a recent interview that while he 
had to cut the upcoming Terminator Salva-
tion somewhat extensively to bring it under 
a 2-hour running time as well as to secure 

a PG-13 rating, the DVD release of the film will feature an 
approximately 30 - 45-minute-longer cut, including more 
of Christian Bale’s John Connor character, more violent 
scenes, and an alternate ending. 

James McTeigue, the longtime first assistant 
director of the Wachowski Brothers who 
helmed V for Vendetta a few years ago, has 
been tipped to helm the upcoming reboot 
of Conan the Barbarian, set to begin shoot-

ing this year. McTeigue would replace Brett Ratner (X-Men 
3, Rush Hour), who was recently dropped from the film.

Rapper-turned-actor Common, who ap-
pears in the upcoming Terminator Sal-
vation, is apparently extremely close to 
winning the role of B.A. Baracus in the 
upcoming remake of The A-Team. Com-

mon would be the first official cast member of the film, 
directed by Joe Carnahan (NARC, Smokin’ Aces).

BUZZTH
E

Rotten Tomatoes collects the thoughts of dozens of movie reviewers 
across the country and averages their scores into a fresh or rotten 
rating. If a movie gets 60% or higher positive reviews, it is FRESH!

www.ro t ten tomatoes .com
 OPENING DURING THIS ISSUE

NOW PLAYING:
Monsters vs. Aliens  . 71% Fresh
Wolverine . . . . . 36% Rotten
Ghosts/Girlfriends Past 29% Rotten
Star Trek. . . .. . . . . . . . 96% Fresh
Obsessed . . . . . . 19% Rotten
Hannah Montana 44% Rotten
Fighting . . . . . . . 36% Rotten
Last House on the Left  25% Rotten  
Fast & Furious . . . . . . 24% Rotten

Angels & Demons (May 15)
When Robert Langdon discovers evidence 
of the resurgence of an ancient secret broth-
erhood known as the Illuminati -- the most 
powerful underground organization in histo-

ry -- he also faces a deadly threat to the existence of the 
Catholic Church. When Langdon learns that the clock 
is ticking on an unstoppable Illuminati time bomb, he 
jets to Rome, where he joins forces with Vittoria Vetra, 
a beautiful and enigmatic Italian scientist. Langdon and 
Vetra will follow a 400-year-old trail of ancient symbols 
that mark the Vatican’s only hope for survival. 

Management (May 15)
Mike Cranshaw and Sue Claussen have a 
chance encounter when Sue checks into 
the roadside motel owned by Mike’s par-
ents in Arizona. What starts with a bottle of 

wine “compliments of management” soon evolves into 
a multi-layered, cross-country journey of two people 
looking for a sense of purpose. 

Terminator Salvation (May 22)
John Connor is the man fated to lead the hu-
man resistance against Skynet and its army 
of Terminators. But the future that Connor 
was raised to believe in is altered in part 

by the appearance of Marcus Wright, a stranger whose 
last memory is of being on death row. Connor must de-
cide whether Marcus has been sent from the future, or 
rescued from the past. As Skynet prepares its final on-
slaught, Connor and Marcus both embark on an odyssey 
that takes them into the heart of Skynet’s operations.

Night at the Museum 2 (May 22)
Ben Stiller returns to the role of night watch-
man Larry Daly in this sequel to the 2006 
family film Night at the Museum. This ad-
venture takes the action to Washington D.C, 

where Kahmunrah, an evil Pharaoh, will come to life 
with the reestablishing of a tablet as a magical force in 
the museum bringing the old exhibits and new exhibits 
(like General Custer and Al Capone) back to life.

Dance Flick (May 22)
Street dancer Thomas Uncles (Damon 
Wayans, Jr.) is from the wrong side of the 
tracks, but his bond with the beautiful Me-
gan White (Shoshana Bush) might help the 
duo realize their dreams.

Star Trek follows the early lives of the original charac-
ters from the Star Trek series of the 1960s.  The film be-
gins with incidents surrounding the birth of James T. Kirk 
(Chris Pine), future captain of the Starship Enterprise.  Af-
ter a troubled and directionless youth, Kirk is recruited 
by Captain Christopher Pike (Bruce Greenwood) to join 
Stafleet.  There, Kirk encounters Uhura (Zoe Saldana), 
Leonard “Bones” McCoy (Keith Urban) and Spock (Zach-
ary Quinto). While a brilliant student, his disregard for 
following the rules leaves Kirk on the sidelines when 

Spock’s home world 
of Vulcan sends a 
distress call.  As the 
fleet is discharged to 
Vulcan, Bones sneaks 
Kirk onto the Enter-
prise where they are 
joined by Sulu (John 
Cho), Chekov (Anton 
Yelchin) and eventu-
ally Scotty (Simon 
Pegg).  Soon they 
find themselves in a 
battle with Nero (Eric 
Bana), a Romulan 
bent on destroying 
the Federation.  

This new inception of Star Trek is an amazing piece of 
cinema.  Not only does this film engage life-long Star 
Trek fans such as myself but it creates the opportunity 
for others to join the fun.  Through clever plot devices, 
Abrams and his writing team have taken what was best 
about the original television and movie series and cre-
ated a whole new world for them.  To describe how they 
managed to do this could potentially give away some of 
the more intricate and important plot points but suffice 
it to say that this new cast of actors, lead by Chris Pine, 
can write the next chapters in the Star Trek story any way 
they want. And the cast of this movie is phenomenal.   
This Star Trek is what the first one would have been with 
a huge budget and 21st-century special effects.  This new 
version will find satisfaction among die-hard fans while 
creating an entirely new fan base as it continues to boldly 
go where no one has gone before.  Not even the original 
cast.  Knowing that this cast has already committed to 
two sequels, this fan cannot wait to see what’s next.

Star Trek - A Film by J.J. Abrams (Mission: Im-
possible 3)

LOCAL
THEATERS
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  Angels & Demons
(PG13) 
11:20, 2:05, 4:40, 7:15, 10:00 

Wolverine
(PG13)

12:15, 2:30, 4:50, 7:30, 9:45

Gomorrah
(NR)
1:45, 9:35

Ghosts
of Girlfriends Past

(PG13)
11:50, 2:15, 4:25, 7:50, 9:10

Star Trek
(PG13)
11:25, 1:55, 4:30, 7:05, 9:40

Sunshine Cleaning
(R) 

12:05, 6:45, 9:00

The Soloist
(PG13) 
11:30, 4:45, 7:30

Hannah
Montana

(G) 
2:20, 4:20

MINDFRAMETHEATERS.COM
Hotline: 563.582.4971
555 John F Kennedy Rd - Behind Kennedy Mall

SHOWTIMES MAY 15-21
Dylan fans unite!  Once again devotees 
of the legendary Bob Dylan will gather 
to celebrate his birthday and his song-
writing with Dubuque’s second Bobfest, 
Thursday, May 21 from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
at the Silver Dollar Cantina.  If it’s any-
thing like last year’s Bobfest, it promises 
to be a great celebration of music and 
community.  

Dubuque’s inaugural Bobfest featured 
the combined talents of over 35 musi-
cians in a variety of combinations that 
resulted in a dozen different acts per-
forming everything from Dylan classics 
to obscure rarities on the Silver Dol-
lar stage.  While other Bobfests occur 
around the country, the Dubuque event 
was organized by Mary Mabusth, devout 
fan and founder of the Bob tribute band 
Nothin’ But Dylan, which also features 
Ken Gratton on vocals, guitar, and har-

monica; Cheryl Gratton on drums; and 
Ron Tigges on bass.  

In addition to a performance by Nothin’ 

But Dylan, the evening featured sets by 
a diverse list of musicians and acts, from 
Denny Garcia (arguably Dubuque’s lon-
gest-standing Dylan fan) to Old Panther.  
A highlight of the show was undoubted-
ly when guitarist Bill Encke led a greatly 
augmented ‘Round Midnight through 
a raucous sing-along version of “Rainy 
Day Women # 12 & 35.”  

The participation of a wide range of mu-
sicians was a goal for Mabusth in orga-
nizing the event and proved to be a de-
light to fans and players alike, including 
Mabusth herself.  “Before the event start-
ed I smiled when I saw musicians sitting 
on their guitar cases and amps on the 
sidewalk outside the doors,” she recalls. 
“I knew this was going to be great.”  In 
fact the number of guitar cases proved to 
be a bit of an organizational challenge, 
prompting Garcia to yell from the audi-
ence, “Bob would like this,” reminding 
everyone of a famous Dylan quote, “I 
accept chaos, I’m not sure whether it ac-
cepts me.”  

This year’s event will feature the return of 
many from last year’s show including all 
of the above-mentioned as well as Mau-
reen Kilgore, John Moran, Nate Jenkins, 
Kristina Castenada, the One Hat Band, 
Steve Didato, and a number of others.  
Happy birthday Bob! 
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    LIVE INFO LISTINGS BY PHONE

588-4365

At the Lead Mines, May 30
Mathias Ham House

Pirate Festival, June 20/21
Museum & Aquarium

Have you ever wanted to know how to 
take truly stunning digital photographs, 
like the one above this article, or the 
cover shots you see on 365ink’s cov-
ers? Some very dear friends of 365 have 
you covered! Sinno Communication in 
affiliation with Frame of Mind Gallery 
has announced a hands-on digital pho-
tography workshop set to be held on 
Saturday, May 30, from 8:30 a.m. until 
5:30 p.m. at the Grand River Center. The 
workshop is designed to teach camera 
owners how to use the many features of 
their digital cameras. 

Topics set to be covered in the course 
include:
- Freeze motion (Sports Shots)
- Take pictures in low light conditions
- Avoid red eye
- Capture detailed close-ups
- Take portrait shots
- Landscape scenes
- Use rules of composition for profes-
sional results
- Reduce blurry hand-shake photos
- Use flash for proper exposure

Guiding course attendees through their 
day’s lessons will be acclaimed author, 
photographer, and educator Dr. Abdul 
K. Sinno, chair of the Communication 
Department of Clarke College, along 

with his son Rafic Sinno, MBA. The 
Sinnos aret known to longtime 365ink 
readers for their breathtaking work in 
capturing panoramic photography of the 
Mississippi River along its entire Ameri-
can run, from the waters of Minnesota, 
down to the Gulf of Mexico. (The photo 
of the flower above is one of theirs, as 
well.) 

The Sinnos will share their tips and tricks 
for capturing the best photo each time 
you click the shutter -- and based on the 
work they can do, you know that they 
know what they’re talking about.  

Due to the hands-on nature of the class, 
focusing on personalized instruction 
(after all, everyone learns differently), 
the registration is limited to a small class 
size, perhaps 10 - 12 people, on a first-
come, first-served basis.

To sign-up for this workshop, please 
contact: A Frame of Mind  Gallery: 2600 
Dodge St., Dubuque, Iowa 563- 583-
2422 or email rafic.sinno@sinnocom.
com. The workshop fee is $145 plus tax 
(special limited time price). A portion 
of the class will be held at the National 
Mississippi River Museum, and that ad-
mission is not covered by the fee for the 
workshop.
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Outside the Lines Art Gallery presents a 
new exhibit for May featuring the glass 
art of Quad Cities artist Mark Fowler and 
the paintings of John Anderson-Bricker.  

Noted Iowa glass artist Mark Fowler cre-
ated Liquid Fire glass studio in Rock Is-
land, which he has operated for a dozen 
years. Skilled in a number of techniques, 
including glass blowing, casting, slump-
ing, and cold working, Fowler creates a 
variety of artwork from functional vase 
and bowl forms to sculptural pieces.  A 
leading advocate for glass art, Fowler has 
taught classes in blown glass and sculp-
tural techniques, and has curated glass 
exhibits at the Dubuque Museum of Art 
and the Figge Museum in Davenport.  

Dubuque artist John Anderson-Bricker cre-
ates paintings of intense, expressive color.  
Using landscape as a framework for im-
provisation, Anderson-Bricker begins with 

preliminary, on-site studies to establish the 
basic mood of a piece, but allows the art-
work to evolve with application of paint 
and the interaction of color on the can-
vas. Each work is an exploration of color 
and light, maintaining the basic structure 
established by the landscape forms but 
creating a new emotional impact in varied 
tonal relationships.  Anderson-Bricker has 
made painting and sculpture his primary 
focus since 2001.   

Outside the Lines Art Gallery is located 
at 409 Bluff Street (the corner of 4th and 
Bluff Streets) in historic Cable Car Square. 
Featuring the art of local and regional art-
ists, the gallery offers fine art, stained and 
blown glass, jewelry, ceramics, baskets, 
sculpture and more. Hours for the gallery 
are Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information, call 
(563) 583-9343, or visit www.otlag.com. 

St. Elias the Prophet Greek Ortho-
dox Church Presents:
Dionysia
A Greek Wine Tasting
Friday, May 22
Dubuque Museum of Art

Wine lovers have an opportunity for a 
unique enological experience Friday, May 
22.  The Ladies Philoptochos Society of St. 
Elias the Prophet Greek Orthodox Church 
will host “Dionysia,” a Greek wine tasting, 
at the Dubuque Museum of Art from 7 to 
9 p.m.  

Greek wine distributor Dimitri Papageor-
giou will present a selection of 21 different 
Greek wines at the event, representative of 
the new class of Greek wines.  An expert 
on Greek wine and its production, Papa-
georgiou frequently travels to Greece, visit-
ing wineries and vineyards.  The event will 
also a feature a variety of light appetizers 
prepared by the Philoptochos Society in-
cluding cheese filo triangles, loukaniko (a 
specialty Greek sausage), Greek cheeses, 

and of course the all-important baklava.  

Advanced tickets for the event are $30 
per person and can be reserved by send-
ing payment to “Philoptochos” c/o 3336 
Arrowwood Lane, Dubuque, IA  52001 
before the extended deadline of May 18.  
Tickets will also be available at the door 
for $40. For information, call (563) 599-
6073. 



Saturday, May 16

Mississippi Man
Spirits, 9 PM - 1 AM

Falling Within
Krazy Kooters, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Do Overs
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Taste Like Chicken
The YardArm, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sunday, May 17

Mississippi Man
New Diggings, 3:30 - 7:30 PM

A Pirate Over 50
Dog House, 4 - 8 PM

Take 2
Park Farm, 5 - 8 PM

Grass Menagerie
Irish Cottage, 6 - 9 PM

Lonely Goats
Sandy Hook, 7 - 11 PM

Tuesday, May 19

Open Jazz Jam
180 Main, 8 PM

Wednesday, May 20

Laughing Moon Com-
edy
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Thurs., May 21

Lisa as Cher
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

BobFest
Silver Dollar, 7 PM - 12 AM

Shawn Healy
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, May 22

365 Lunchtime Jam
Town Clock, 11:30 AM-1 PM

Bud True Music Kickoff
feat. Rocket Surgeons
The LoveMonkeys
Town Clock, 5 - 11 PM

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Jeff Ward
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Nothin’ but Dylan
Driving Range, 8 PM-12 AM

BuzzBerries
Bellevue Dam, 8 PM - 12 AM

HALF-FAST
The YardArm, 8 PM - 12 AM

Thursday, May 14

Dueling Pianos
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Tribe of Three
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, May 15

365 Lunchtime Jam
Town Clock, 11:30 AM - 1 PM

DubuqueFest
Town Clock, 5 PM

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM

Artie & the Pink Catillacs
Mystique, 7 PM

Roy Schroedl
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Castaways
Yardarm, 8 PM - 12 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Driving Range, 8 PM - 12 AM

Scott Waterhouse
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Friday, May 15

Flipside
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook, 9 PM - 1 AM

Minus Six
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

98 in the Shade
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Do-Overs
George & Dale’s, 10 PM-2AM

The Pines
180 Main, 9 PM

Saturday, May 16

DubuqueFest
Wash. Park/Townclock, 11 AM

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 - 9 PM

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Mary Mabusth
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Joe Cocker
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Legends
Driving Range, 8 PM - 12 AM

Motorhome
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Brothers Burn Mt.
Monk’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Special Surprise Guest
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

BlackBloom
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Jabberbox
Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM



180 Main Restaurant & Pub
180 Main Street, Dubuque • 563-584-1702
180main.com

Ace’s Place
107 Main St W. Epworth, IA • 563-876-9068

Anton’s Saloon
New Diggings, Wisconsin • 608-965-4881

Bricktown
299 Main Street, Dubuque •563-582-0608
bricktowndubuque.com

Captain Merry
399 Sinsinwa Ave., East Dbq, IL • 815-747-3644
captainmerry.com

Catfish Charlies
1630 E. 16th St, Dubuque • 563-582-8600
catfishcharliesonline.com

Cornerstone
125 N. Main Street, Galena • 815-776-0700

Courtside
2095 Holiday Drive, Dubuque • 563-583-0574

Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W. Cascade, IA • (563) 852-3378

Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury, Rd. •(563) 557-0880

Diamond Jo Casino
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100
diamondjo.com

Dino’s Backside (Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa East Dubuque  •(815) 747-9049

Dirty Ernie’s
201 1st St NE, Farley, IA  • 563-744-4653

Dog House Lounge
1646 Asbury, Dubuque • (563) 556-7611

Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S. Main. Cuba City, WI • 608-744-2404

Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S. Jefferson St., Lancaster, WI • 608-723-7676

Dubuque Driving Range
John Deere Road, Dubuque • 563-556-5420 

Dubuque Greyhound Park & Casino
1855 Greyhound park Road • 563-582-3647
dgpc.com

Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive, Dubuque • (563) 582-6498

Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 North, Dubuque • 563-552-2494

Five Flags Civic Center
405 Main Street • 563-589-4254 Tix: 563-557-8497

Gin Rickeys
1447 Central Ave, Dubuque •563-583-0063 
myspace.com/ginrickeys

Gobbie’s
219 N Main St, Galena IL• 815-777-0243

Grand Harbor Resort
350 Bell Street, Dubuque • 563-690-4000
grandharborresort.com

Grape Escape
233 S. Main St., Galena, IL • 815.776.WINE
grapeescapegalena.com

The Hub
253 Main St., Dubuque •563-556-5782
myspace.com/thehubdbq

Irish Cottage
9853 US Hwy 20, Galena, Illinois • 815.776.0707
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge St, Dubuque • 563-556-6100
myspace.com/jumpersdbq

Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave., Dubuque • 563-583-5044

M-Studios
223 Diagonal Street, Galena, IL • 815-777-6463
m-studios.org

Mississippi Moon Bar
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100
diamondjo.com

Monk’s Coffee Shop
373 Bluff St, Dubuque • 563.585-0919

Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Highway 52 S. Green Island, IA
(563) 682-7927 / (563) 580-9494

Murph’s South End
55 Locust St. Dubuque • Phone 563-556-9896

New Diggings
2944 County Road W, Benton, WI • 608-965-3231
newdiggs.com

Noonan’s North
917 Main St. Holy Cross, IA  • 563-870-2235

Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E. Main St., Platteville, WI • 608-348-3136

Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd, Dubuque • 563-582-0221

Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd. Hazel Green, WI • 608-748-4728

Silver Dollar Cantina
342 Main Street, Dubuque, 563-556-4558

Softtails
10638 Key West Drive, Key West, IA • 563-582-0069

Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge (2nd Floor)
600 Star Brewery Drive, Pot of Dubuque •  
563.556.4800  www.dbqstar.com

Stone Cliff Winery
600 Star Brewery Dr., Port of Dubuque • 
563.583.6100
stonecliffwinery.com

Sublime
3203 Jackson St., Dubuque • 563-582-4776

Thums Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH, Kieler, WI  • 608-568-3118

The Yardarm
Dubuque Marina, Near Hawthorne • 563-582-3653

GET ON THE LIST
If you feature live entertainment and would like to be 
included in our Venue Finder, please drop us a line...
info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.

Friday, May 22

Okham’s Razor
Perfect Pint, 8 - 11 PM

Ryan McIntyre
Mystique, 8 PM - 12 AM

Bonkerz Comedy
Mystique, 8 - 10 
PM

James Kinds/All-
Night RIders
Catfish Charlie’s, 8 
PM - 12 AM

Jobless
Cornerstone, 8 PM 
- 12 AM

Laura/Longhairs
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Stumble Brothers
Sandy Hook, 9 PM - 1 AM

Shame Train
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Swing Crew
Silver Dollar, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, May 23

Menace
Dirty Ernie’s, 6 - 10 PM

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM

David Kloft
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

10 Years
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Jeff Ward
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Saturday, May 23

Ryan McIntyre
Mystique, 8 PM - 12 AM

Bonkerz Comedy
Mystique, 8 - 10 PM

Scott Waterhouse
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Artie & the Pink Catillacs
Dog House, 8 PM - 12 AM

Julien’s Bluff
Spirits, 9 PM - 1 AM

Massey Road
Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

500 Miles to Memphis
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

Kindred Kana
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Old Panther/Wild Animals
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Pat Smith/Rich Wagor
Monk’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE FINDER

Friday, May 29

The Do-Overs
The YardArm, 8 PM - 12 AM

Kevin Beck/Johnnie Walker
Mystique, 8 PM - 12 AM

Dan Heim
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

The BuzzBerries
Diamond Jo, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jeremiah Nelson
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Miles Nelson
Monk’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
 
The Melismatics
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, May 30

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Kevin Beck/Johnnie Walker
Mystique, 8 PM - 12 AM

Okham’s Razor
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Brother Trucker
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabberbox
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

MINI-KISS
Mystique, 9 - 11 PM

Zero 2 Sixty
Bulldog’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

One Hat Broken Rubber
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sunday, May 24

Laura/Longhairs
New Diggings, 3:30 - 7:30 PM

Broken Rubber
Cornerstone, 5 - 9 PM

Jeff Ward
Irish Cottage, 6 - 10 PM

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook, 7 - 11 PM

Tuesday, May 26

Open Jazz Jam
180 Main, 8 PM

Wednesday, May 27

Laughing Moon Comedy
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Thursday, May 28

Masoko Tanga
Irish Cottage, 7 - 11 PM

Dueling Pianos
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Eddy Burke
Monk’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Shawn Healy/Jimmy Berg
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, May 29

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM

Roy Schroedl
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Tim Walkoe
Diamond Jo Casino
Wednesday, May 20, 8 p.m.
Non-stop laughter from start 
to finish, according to the 
Chicago Tribune. Seen on 
America’s Funniest People!

Glen Gerard
Mystique Casino
Fri/Sat, May 22/23, 8 p.m.
With his unique brand of hu-
mor and magic, award-win-
ning magician and entertain-
er Gerard is sure to please!

Don Reese
Diamond Jo Casino
Wednesday, May 27, 8 p.m.
Don’s hilariously bizarre 
outlook takes him from Bat-
man to the Amish, bikers to 
bus rides.
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Time flies when you’re drinking beer and 
listening to live music under the Town 
Clock, apparently. Not only is summer 
nearly here and ready to be kicked-off but 
this year’s Kickoff to Summer is the 6th 
annual – THE EIGHTH ANNUAL! When 
did that happen? Seems like it was only 
yesterday... 

Anyway, the important thing here is that 
Budweiser and Music and More Pro- mo-
tions once again present the perfect open-
er to Memorial Day weekend, the week-
end that serves of course as the opener to 
the summer season. Friday, May 22, is the 
date and the Town Clock is the place. The 
entertainment will be- gin at 5 p.m. with 
the Rocket Surgeons, featuring 365’s own 
Bryce Parks in the role of chief of rocket 
surgery. The Sur- geons are themselves in 

their fifth consecutive year opening the 
big show. This year, the Surgeons’ cur-
rent lineup has been together for more 
than two years and is sounding tighter 
than ever. Oh, yes: It’s time to rock out 
to some of your favorites like “Don’t Stop 
Believin’” and others. Of course, with it 
being an under-the-Town-Clock show, the 
boys always bring something extra and 
something fun to the Kickoff. You’ll have 
to come down to see what this year has 
in store. 

Headlining the festival will be one of the 
Midwest’s favorite party bands, the Love 
Monkeys. A popular festival act through- 
out the Midwest for more than a dozen 
years, the Milwaukee band has drawn a 
legion of devoted fans for its energetic and 
entertaining live shows. Playing a mix of 
popular covers and original reg- gae-in-
flected material, the band weaves fun, up-
beat songs into a non-stop mu- sical show, 
often playing medleys that incorporate di-
verse source material and alternative ver-
sions of popular songs. If you haven’t seen 
them, trust us on this one – this is music 
perfect for drinking beer under the Town 
Clock. 

Plus there will be all kinds of food and 
there is no admission fee. If that ain’t a 
Kickoff to Summer, we don’t know what 
else is. The True Music Summer Kickoff is 
sponsored by Budweiser, Music and More 
Promotions, 365ink, the Diamond Jo Ca-
sino and Pinnacle Cellular. For more in-
formation, visit www.Dubuque365.com. 
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No offense to the mega-retailers in the 
area, and we fully understand the conve-
nience of hopping on a computer and or-
dering a book from Amazon or whatever, 
but there is nothing that can match the 
personal touch of an independent book-
seller ... an independent bookseller like, 
say, River Lights Bookstore 2nd Edition at 
the corner of 11th and Main! While River 
Lights boasts a wonderful selection of 
books, audiobooks and other such liter-

ary goodies, the store also has something 
else going for it -- a bevy of one- of-a-
kind, special events aimed at book lovers 
and more.

Take, for example, the Dirty Bow Wow 
Dog Toy Drive on Saturday, May 23. 
Hosted in conjunction with the Dubuque 
Humane Society, the event is exactly 
what the name suggests: A dog toy dona-
tion. Anyone who brings in a dog toy to 

donate to the Dubuque Humane Society 
on that day will be entered into a draw-
ing to win gift cards to both the Humane 
Society’s Kennedy Mall location (this 
365ink editor just picked up some great 
Mother’s Day gifts over there) as well as 
River Lights itself, and they will also be 
entered into a drawing to win the dog 
lover’s book of the year, Dirty Bow Wow: 
A Tribute to Dogs and the Objects of Their 
Affection, by Cheryl & Jeffrey Katz. 

Also coming soon is a book signing with 
Terry “Coach” Roth scheduled for Sunday, 
May 24. Roth is known as the author of 70 

Feet and Falling Fast: The Suicide Journals 
and Other Love Stories. Roth jumped from 
the Julien Dubuque Bridge in 2004 in an 
attempt to end his life. While he was fall-
ing, he realized that life was still worth liv-
ing. Roth will appear from 1 - 2 p.m.

River Lights Bookstore, 2nd Edition, is 
lo- cated at 1098 Main Street and is open 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday - Wednes-
day and Friday, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. on Thurs-
days, and 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays. For more information, visit 
www.rlb2e.com or call 563-556-4391.



“City’s Process to Prepare a Uni-
fied Development Code”
By Mayor Roy D. Buol

Three years ago, the City undertook a pro-
cess to prepare a Unified Development 
Code (UDC). As explained, the intent of 
a UDC is to provide a user-friendly ordi-
nance format that implements the goals 
and objectives of the adopted Compre-
hensive Plan, recognizes the diverse phys-
ical characteristics of Dubuque’s neigh-
borhoods, and encourages planned and 
managed growth.  The City’s process seeks 
to combine zoning, sub-division, sign and 
historic preservation regulations in a UDC 
to meet this goal. The process began with 
the solicitation of proposals from qualified 
professional consultants. 

The City’s long-range goals including 
maintaining compact and contiguous 
development; accommodating projected 
residential, commercial and industrial 
expansion; and facilitating planned and 
managed growth on the City’s fringe.  The 
city is restricted from expansion on its East 
side due to the Mississippi River, and is 
challenged by rugged terrain and limited 
roadway systems on the north and south.

Since 1997, the City has spent approxi-
mately $13 million for land acquisition, 
water and sewer main extensions, con-
struction of City streets, and site devel-
opment costs for the Dubuque Industrial 
Center West.  These investments on the 
west side have opened up potentially 
thousands of acres of land to meet devel-
opment needs, with the capacity to serve 
those needs.

The City of Dubuque has continued and 
strengthened its commitment to funding 
and partnerships for downtown revital-
i za t ion and historic preservation.  Part-
nerships and City investments have been 
key in the revitalization of Downtown.  
There are seven National Register dis-
tricts in Dubuque, with six of them in and 
around Downtown.  Downtown Dubuque 
contains many institutional, commercial, 
and industrial buildings that are architec-
turally significant and reflect a variety of 
styles and materials.  Other Downtown 
buildings house a mix of uses, with first 
floor retail/office uses and opportunities 
for uses on the upper floors.

As a consequence, Dubuque’s develop-

ment pattern varies within the corporate 
limits.  Most vacant developable land lies 
on the City’s urban fringe.  There is very 
little vacant developable land in the core 
of the City.  

For years before “smart growth” became 
a buzz word, the City of Dubuque has 
employed smart growth principles in 
planning and managing the community’s 
growth and development, and since 1995 
the Dubuque Comprehensive Plan has 
included goals and objectives that incor-
porate smart growth principles such as 
encouraging City-County cooperation, 
and developing policies that enhance de-
velopment of fringe areas and avoid un-
regulated sprawl.  

The project’s objectives are to (1) conform 
with local, state and federal codes; (2) 
be relevant for Dubuque (!); (3) be user-
friendly; and (4) streamline the process.  
The project consultant has been working 
closely with a Technical Committee, Citi-
zen Advisory Committee, a Sign Review 
Advisory Committee, and other key com-
munity stakeholders such as focus groups. 
The second half of the project involved 
testing the draft and final versions with 
key City staff, key community stakehold-
ers, community groups, Zoning Advisory 
Commission, Zoning Board of Adjustment 
and City Council.

The first draft of the UDC will include 
references to the current Ordinances so 
that comparisons can be made.  All of the 
existing, updated and new sections of the 
UDC will be reviewed with the Technical 
Committee, and then prepared to reflect 
the work program, public input received, 
and input and direction from public offi-
cials.  

Not news is that concerns with Zoning and 
Subdivision Ordinances have emerged 
over time.  The City Council desires a 
UDC that results in quality development, 
that provides for flexibility in development 
design, and that streamlines the develop-
ment review process.  At the same time, 
the Council wants the City of Dubuque 
to remain competitive for growth and 
expansion of local and regional residen-
tial, office, retail, commercial and indus-
trial markets. The first of four City Council 
worksessions on the first draft of the UDC 
was held Monday, May 11th.  Stay tuned 
for future updates!

HOMEMADE PASTA SALAD AT NAUGHTY DOG -- AWESOME...
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Tuesdays
Pub Quiz - 180 Main, 8 p.m. - First 3 Tuesdays of the month
Open Jazz Jam - 180 Main (Upper Level), 8 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Wednesdays
Laughing Moon Comedy - Diamond Jo Casino, 8 p.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club, 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Bubblz Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dueling Pianos - Diamond Jo Casino, 8 p.m.
Open Mic Showcase, Silver Dollar Cantina, 9 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Bubblz Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Fridays
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Champps (Every Other Friday), 9p.m
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Bubblz Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin Hawaiian, George & Dales, (East Dub.) 9p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

Sundays
Open Mic with Sean Kramer (Mississippi Flat Miners), A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Knicker’s Saloon, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout (East Dub.), 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

If you have updates, additions or corrections to the recurring nightlife calen-
dar, please contact 365 with the new information @ info@dubuque365.com!

India.Arie
House of Blues, Chicago •May 17

Crystal Method
House of Blues, Chicago • June 8

Kenny Chesney
i Wireless Center, Moline • June 11

Ron White
Wisconsin Dells • June 13

Earth, Wind and Fire
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago • June 26

Echoes of Ireland
Barrymore Theatre, Madison • June 26

Better Than Ezra
House of Blues, Chicago • June 27

George Jones
Wisconsin Dells • June 27

Keith Urban
i Wireless Center, Moline • June 28

Richard Cheese
House of Blues, Chicago • July 31

Fans of the Dubuque Museum of Art’s Fa-
mous Dead Artist Lecture Series should 
mark their calendars for Thursday, May 
21.  Third in the 2009 series, 19th Centu-
ry American painter James McNeil Whis-
tler will appear for an informal interview 
at the museum from 7 p.m.  Whistler, 
probably best known for his 1871 paint-
ing Arrangement in Gray and Black: The 
Artist’s Mother (more commonly known 
as “Whistler’s Mother”) will be played 
by Fly-By-Night Productions’ co-founder 
and artistic director Lenore Howard.  

Though born in America, Whistler spent 

most of his adult life in England and Eu-
rope earning praise for his wit and his 
work from some, while stirring contro-
versy through his outspoken behavior 
and attitudes with others.  Known for 
the subtle tonal qualities of his paintings, 
Whistler delighted in naming his works 
in the manner of musical pieces, which 
infuriated critics.  

James McNeil Whistler will be inter-
viewed by Museum Director Ed Ritts in 
a format modeled after the Bravo tele-
vision series “Inside the Actor’s Studio 
with James Lipton.”  The Famous Dead 
Artist Lecture Series is recommended for 
adults.  The event is free to members and 
$5 for non-members.  This installment of 
the Famous Dead Artist Lecture Series is 
sponsored by Mediacom.  The Dubuque 
Museum of Art is located at 701 Locust 
Street.  For more information, visit www.
dbqart.com, or call the Museum of Art at 
(563) 557-1851. 



I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed 
Olen Steinhauer’s The Tourist which is 
something of a problem for me because 
that’s exactly what I’m supposed to do. 
If you read the propaganda his publish-
ing house is putting out you’d think he 
was the heir apparent to John Le Carre’. 
The thing is, and God forgive me for 
saying this, but, they might be right. As 
I read it I couldn’t get a number of great 
spy novels out of my head; books like, 
The Spy Who Came In From The Cold, 
Our Man In Havana, The Quiet Ameri-
can, The Ipcress File, The Secret Agent 
and, Casino Royale. The Tourist belongs 
on that list as firmly as any of them. This 
isn’t an action packed, although it has 
a lot of action, international spy thriller 
written for your kids. This is a grown up 
international spy thriller. It’s like the dif-
ference between Star Wars and 2001: A 
Space Odyssey.

Mr. Steinhauer has written a series of 
murder mysteries set in an unnamed 

Eastern European country ruled by 
Communists. These novels have been 
well received ; to make it all that more 
interesting he is an American living 
with his family in Budapest, Hungry. 
The Tourist is not part of that series and 
the way Mr. Steinhauer ends the books 
it looks like we might be seeing a se-
quel. I certainly hope so.

I don’t know if the term Tourist is used 
in the spy trade but it sure makes a nifty 
metaphor. Milo Weaver works for the 
Central Intelligence Agency in a super 
secret section known as Tourists. These 
are clandestine operatives that have no 
home, no permanent identity, very lit-
tle if any family, and rarely come back 
to the United States. They spend their 
time traveling from country to country 
living in hotels, getting assignments by 
cell phone and using credit cards with 
no limits. In other words, if you didn’t 
know about their undercover doings, 
they would look, for all intents and pur-
poses, like tourists.

Milo spent many years living this 
elaborate deception and now has a 
small problem trying to live in the real 
world. He has retired from field work 
and in the ensuing years has acquired 

a wife, a child, and a job 
as a mid-level manager in 
the New York office of the 
CIA. The arrest of an inter-
national assassin that Milo 
has been trying to catch for 
years sets off an investiga-
tion of a CIA operative in 
Europe who also happens 
to be the only friend Milo 
has. When he starts to look 
into the situation, many 
things don’t add up. There 
is something of a nice re-
versal here in that when 
Milo was a Tourist his job 
was to make it seem to the 
enemy that nothing they 
discovered was real and 
that everything had two or 
three other valid explana-
tions. Milo is now on the 
receiving end of this sort of 
deception. It is a testament 
to Mr. Steinhauer’s consid-
erable talent that he can 
keep the reader informed 
about all these deceptions 
without causing major 
confusion. While the plot is 
complex it is easy to follow 
if you pay a little attention. 
Milo has also been deceiv-

ing his wife about his past. She knows 
he was undercover but has no idea the 
extent of his activities. Milo is trying to 
keep it from her for fear that she will be 
shocked by his lies into leaving him.

Like all of the great spy novels The 
Tourist takes us on a roller coaster ride 
but it also uncovers the human toll on 
the men and women who do this sort 
of thing in order to protect the United 
States from danger. It’s a very high price 
and these people pay it, occasionally 
with their lives, all without any public 
recognition.

Milo, himself, has secrets that he is 
keeping about his past that the CIA 
doesn’t know; the hinting of which 
makes Milo look like a traitor. The Tour-
ist has more layers than an onion and 
it is as fascinating as a novel can get 
detaching those layers to see what they 
hide. It works out in the end but not 
the way you might expect. None of the 
reveals feel forced. They all come out 
of a natural progress of the characters 
through the novel. This book is a hum-

dinger. It is one of 
the best spy novels 
I have ever read 
and one of the 
best novels of any 
genre I’ve read in 
years. Don’t let 
The Tourist get 
away because I can almost guarantee 
that you’ll be hearing more from Olen 
Steinhauer and, I very much hope, Milo 
Weaver.

Ed. Note: Book lovers, take 
notice! Don’t miss some excit-
ing special events coming up 
at River Lights Bookstore, 2nd 
Edition, located at 1098 Main 
Street in Dubuque throughout 
the next few weeks. Turn to Page 
19 of this issue of 365ink for all 
the details!

IF BOB REALLY LOVED IT, YOU KNOW IT HAS TO BE GOOD
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WOW!
by Bob Gelms



Tell Your Boss’ Boss
Your company depends on you to do a 
good job and if something or someone 
is preventing you from doing a good 
job, your supervisors should know. If 
you have a co-worker with a crappy at-
titude, you have two choices: give up 
or do something about it. If you want 
to do something about it, follow these 
steps: 1. Tell your co-worker – they may 
not know they have a crappy attitude. 
2. Tell your boss – crappy attitudes 
crush morale, lower productivity, and 
affect the bottom line. 3. Update your 
resume – this is a good idea, especially 
if you’re making waves. 4. Tell your 
boss’ boss – continue reading.

If you’ve told your direct supervisor and 
have seen no results, your next step is 
to to tell the boss’ boss. To change your 
enviroment, you must continue going 
up the chain of command. It is impor-
tant because one person with a crappy 
attitude can have a negative impact 
on the entire company. Communicat-
ing with supervisors can be tricky. Re-
member, there is often more pressure 
on your supervisors than on you. Keep 
your cool and follow these workplace 
communication tips and you will be 
on your way to a better work environ-
ment.

Make an appointment – Bosses have 
work to accomplish too.

Timing – When you ask can be almost 
as important as what you ask.

Be prepared – Have an agenda and 
communicate accurately.

Find Common Ground – common ground 
makes for easier communication.

Smile – It make communication 
smoother.

Eye Contact – Displays trust and con-
fidence.

Body Language – Be aware that your 
body language makes up over half of 
the message.

Mirror your boss – Communicate the 
way your boss communicates.

Be Clear – Confused minds always say 
no.

Be patient – Your supervisors must give 
employees a chance to correct their 
behavior.

Everyday, you have many people to 
communicate with: your significant 
other, your children, your friends and 
the guy at the gas station, among others. 
However, your supervisors are people 
you communicate with that affect your 
life significantly. If your supervisors are 
not aware you are unhappy, how can 
they help? Follow the above steps to 
effectively communicate with some-
one who has direct control over you. 
Tell your boss’ boss may not be easy, 
but it may be necessary to improve 
your workplace environment.

Scarcity
According to Robert Cialdini’s book, 
Influence, the scarcity principle is 
wanting what we’re afraid we can’t 
have. The fear of losing out on something 
is an extremely powerful motivator. 
Whether it’s a potential mate, a used car, 
or an item on sale, once its availability 
is threatened we WANT IT!  ‘While 
supplies last’, ‘today only’, ‘going out of 
business’, and that deal that’s only good 

until tomorrow will come back the 
day after. Be careful not to be rushed 
into a purchase through the scarcity 
principle, the deals will still be there. 
The “scarcity” pitch is the reason you 
have the ginsu knives in your kitchen.

CYA - Check Your Attitude! Like it or not, 
your ATTITUDE determines your success 
(or lack thereof). Check Your Attitude 
daily! Call 563-773-matt.

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip

23
PEPPER SPROUT LUNCH. BEST THING I HEARD ALL WEEK.

MAY 14 - 27



by Jeff Stiles

Located in a modest three-story con-
crete building along 18th Street, the 
global offices of Clampworks look like 
a typical downtown apartment build-
ing—not the former Dubuque Furniture 
& Burial Cases Company, or the origi-
nal location of Crescent Electric Sup-
ply Company, or the headquarters of 
a decades-old business that produces 
manufacturing clamps for companies 
throughout the United States.

Welcome to Clampworks, a local busi-
ness founded 30 years ago by wood 
craftsman and former John Deere em-
ployee Keith Clark. His Dubuque-based 
company creates universal clamps 
featuring molded aluminum alloys for 
strength and butterfly handles for con-
venient one-hand operation.

“The idea for the business grew out of 
the fact we had a cabinet shop and did 
a lot of high-end reproduction millwork 
and antiques, and we needed a lot of 
the old hand-screw clamps,” explains 
Keith, who also describes himself as 
an avid collector of antiques. “Those 
clamps were expensive, however, so 
we decided to make them ourselves. 
Then everyone wanted to buy just the 
metal hardware for them, so we started 

to sell kits to make them all across the 
U.S. Mainly people come in and ask 
for a particular clamp to be made, and 
we design and build and market them.

“We make all sorts of bar clamps, and 
they’re a really nice, lightweight prod-
uct for making woodworking items 
such as cabinets and chairs. And then 
we make a cabinet clamp that some-
one would use for a face-frame if 
they’re making kitchen cabinets. An-
other would be a clamp for a bookcase, 
which would hold the shelf-board into 
the sideboard.”

Clampworks actually operates in three 
different locations throughout the tri-
states, with kiln-dry facilities in Illinois 
and Wisconsin, a sawmill, and an as-
sembly center at their headquarters in 
Dubuque.

“Years ago we had a really big business, 
with big accounts such as Menards 
Lumber and a lot of people working 
here,” Keith recalls. “But the Chinese 
have copied all our clamps so badly 
there’s not too much left. But I think 
you see that problem all across the 
United States in manufacturing. When 
we started there were probably 50 
companies making clamps, but there’s 
only us plus one other company left—

and we’re probably both hurting.”

Keith reports that Clampworks has 
done a lot of high-end millwork in and 
around Dubuque over the years, such 
as creating all the trim in the Dubuque 
County Courthouse and for the Cap-
tain Merry Inn & Guesthouse in East 
Dubuque, or dovetailing coffins for the 
New Melleray Abbey monastery south 
of Dubuque. 

Another interesting aspect of Clamp-
works is the role they have in cutting 
wood parts for musical instruments 
for companies such as Martin Guitars. 
“Our clamps go to a lot of companies 
that do musical instrument work, be-
cause our products have cork pads on 
them,” he explains. “They’re real mild, 
and you can adjust how much pressure 
you’re putting on them.”

“And then we make clamps as odd as 
violin-making clamps. A violin is prob-
ably one of the most hand-built in-
struments—the face and back of them 
are all hand-carved—and our clamps 
bind the two skins together. As far as 
we know, we’re the only maker in the 
United States for those.”

According to Keith, anything made out 

of wood is a truly recyclable material, 
which makes him very comfortable in 
his occupation. “It seems like we’re 
hardly using wood at all anymore—not 
in this country, at least,” he says. “I’ve 
been trying to get the city to put in a 
biomass combined-heat/energy system 
to burn wood in Dubuque, but there’s 
a lot of resistance against that. If people 
burn wood, though, it’s environmen-
tally safe. It’s carbon-neutral during a 
time when everyone is worried about 
carbon.”

In the meantime, Keith continues to put 
into practice what he preaches, manu-
facturing top-quality clamps and wood 
products for a variety of customers, 
hoping for a future biomass energy sys-
tem for our city, and even recycling the 
wood byproducts created by over 150 
machines in use at Clampworks.

“In the building here, we take all the 
sawdust and press it into a briquette 
that we burn to produce heat for the 
building, he says. “Everything that 
comes in here gets used up, one way 
or another.”

And that, my friends, is the very defini-
tion of sustainability.

MY DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABILITY IS A DOUBLE-ORDER OF CHEESE STICKS
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Life Stiles
A Wave of the Past...

Plus the Future



LEMONHEADS AND SWEET-TARTS OR BUST, BABY!
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Blast your Fat with 
Breakfast

If you’ve managed your late-night snack-
ing, you’re probably really hungry when 
you wake up.  Don’t be in too much of a 
hurry to take time for a healthy breakfast.  
Many studies show that breakfast can help 
you blast your fat throughout the day.

In one study, people who ate two eggs 
and toast with jelly (no butter) lost 65% 
more weight than those who ate a bagel 
with cream cheese.   Why?  Eggs, with 
their great protein, keep you feeling 
full longer and less likely to snack on 
unhealthier items throughout the day.  
Both groups (eggs or bagels eaters) ate 
the same number of calories for break-
fast but the protein-rich breakfast group 
ate fewer calories in the 24-hour peri-
od after breakfast that the other group.  
They also reported feeling less hungry 
three hours after eating their eggs.  The 
study found no significant difference in 
cholesterol and triglyceride levels be-
tween the groups.

Another study showed that teens who 
ate a protein-rich breakfast were less 
hungry and ate fewer calories at lunch.  
The effect was more pronounced in 
teens who ate solid protein (eggs) than 
those who drank protein-rich bever-
ages.  Skipping breakfast has been as-
sociated with a higher BMI (body mass 
index) in children and teens.

Did you know that one egg has 13 es-
sential vitamins and minerals?  It also 
has high-quality protein, antioxidants 
and only 70 calories.  Eggs also contain 
the nutrient choline which is essential 
for fetal and infant brain development.

Try to add some spring vegetables to 
your favorite omelet recipe for an even 
more nutrition-packed breakfast.  The 
recipe below is from www.hy-vee.com 
and would make an excellent start to 
an otherwise ho-hum morning!  Talk 
to your Hy-Vee registered dietitian for 
more helpful breakfast ideas.

Baked Ham and Egg Casserole
Serves 4.

All you need
5 Sparboe™ eggs
1/4 cup diced ham
1/4 cup skim milk
1/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1/4 cup sour cream
1 tbsp finely chopped green pepper
1 tbsp finely chopped onion

All you do
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Spray 
an 8-by-4-inch loaf pan with non-stick 
cooking spray.
Beat eggs in a large bowl.  Whisk in 
ham, milk, cheese, sour cream, green 
pepper and onion.  Pour into prepared 
pan.
Bake, uncovered, 45 minutes or until 
center is nearly set.  Let stand 5 minutes 
before serving.

Common Kitchen Challenges 
– Kids!

Are you having trouble getting your kids 
to eat a healthy diet or try new foods?  
You might want to try this approach 
– get them involved!  Have fun!  The 
next time you plan your shopping trip, 
make it an adventure with your child.  
Tell them you’re going on a scavenger 
hunt.

Make a separate list for the kids.  List 
several healthy foods and let them find 
them as you shop.  Kids might like to 
add bananas, apples, crackers, spaghet-
ti, peanut butter, cereal, ground beef, 
raisins, milk, eggs, frozen vegetables 
and cheese sticks to their lists.

Use NuVal* to your advantage.  As your 
child finds the various foods on his/her  
list, have your child locate the NuVal 
score.  Challenge them to “trade up for 
health.”  Teach them that the higher the 
score, the higher the nutritional value 
(AKA - better for you).

Get them involved in the budget.  Ask 
your children to identify what’s on sale 
today.  Ask them to compare the prices 
on different juices.

RE
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By Mike Ironside

Except for Motorhome’s appearance on 
May 16, 180 Main goes positively region-
al if not downright local for the rest of 
May.  And that’s pretty cool. Check it out.  

The Pines 
Friday, May 15 
Iowa-born and now Minneapolis-based 
The Pines return to native territory for a 
show at 180 Main on May 15.  Consisting 
of David Huckfelt and Benson Ramsey, 
the two were casual acquaintances when 
they both lived in Iowa City, but it wasn’t 
until they found each other living in Tuc-
son, Arizona that they began playing to-
gether. Ramsey is of course son of legend-
ary performer and producer Bo Ramsey, 
and has inherited his father’s love of roots 
music and spare arrangements.  The ap-
proach works well for the duo, allowing 
intimate, nuanced vocals to take center 
stage in songs that seem to open up like 
a Midwestern landscape moving toward 
the horizon.  

Motorhome
Saturday, May 16 
Following up their afternoon show at the 
DubuqueFest Town Clock stage, Fort Col-
lins-based Motorhome will roll the roots 
rocking RV down Main Street to play the 
post-festival party at 180 Main.  If any of 
Tommy and Ellen’s friends are still stand-
ing after two full days of celebrating their 
nuptials, we will likely find them there.  
Congratulations indeed!

Shame Train
Friday, May 22
Iowa City’s Sam Knutson returns to 180 
Main with his band Shame Train, Friday, 
May 22, his first show in Dubuque since 
Shame Train’s farewell to Isabella’s show 
in March.  Sorry folks but you missed it – 
a great show by a great band performing 
great songs in what was the best sound-
ing room in Dubuque.  But here’s your 
chance to catch one of Iowa City’s best 
singer-songwriters with his spot on band 
right there in the friendly confines of 180 
Main.  I also suggest buying his CDs – any 
one of them, you can’t go wrong.  

Continued on Page 29.
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SUDOKU TRI-DOKU

1. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in each of the NINE LARGE triangles.
2. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the OUTERMOST triangle.
3. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the INVERTED INNER triangle.
4. No two neighboring (touching) cells may contain the same number.

All puzzles @2008 
King Features Synd., Inc. 
World Rights Reserved.
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THE DOCTOR SEEMS A BIT PUNCHY. I THINK HE NEEDS MORE REST AND ALSO BACK RUBS.

Warning: Do not take Trixie seriously. We mean it.

 Dear Trixie:
My husband and I are not getting 
along. He is always criticizing my 
cooking, my housecleaning skills and 

my weight gain.We’ve been married for sixteen years and 
it’s only become intolerable in the last 10 months. I was 
always under the beliefthat fights should be resolved before 
bedtime. He gives me the cold shoulder and doesn’t seem 
to want to resolve anything.I feel so sick to my stomach that 
I can’t sleep.
--Red Eyed

Dear Red Eyed:
You should never go to sleep mad. Stay up and plot your 
revenge.

Dear Trixie:
There’s this boy in my homeroom who had a massive crush 
on me last year. He followed me around school and twice 
he rodepast my house on his bike. He got really cute over 
the summer and now that I want to hang with him he’s to-
tally ignoring me. I think I might be in love with him. How 
can I get him?
--Courtney in 201B

Dear Courtney:
Step One: Smile. This is a simple way to show him you’re 
not stuck up. Step Two: Maintain eye contact while ask-
ing him about his summer. This will show that you’re not 
retarded. Step Three: Say something subtle like, “Want to 
have sex?” and then do it. Just be careful you don’t slip up 
and say you love him or he’ll be off like a prom dress.

Dear Trixie:
I’m going to college this fall at the University of Iowa. My 
mom was a Chi Omega sister and she thinks I should defi-
nitely join a sorority. What do you think?
--Future Freshman

Dear Future Freshman:
Sororities are a great way for you to meet people and learn 
new ways to vomit up food.

 Dear Trixie:
I’m engaged to a great girl! She’s smart and funny and 
genuinely kind to people. Unfortunately, my mother, who’s 
84, does not feel the same way. She goes out of her way 
to belittle my girlfriend at family functions and when my 
girlfriend politely ignored the insults, my mother actually 
glowered at her. My brothers and sisters and I were horribly 
embarrassed and my fiancée, though hurt, remained gra-
cious. She even made excuses for my mother! This has hap-
pened nearly every time weare there and I just don’t think I 
can watch her go through it again. The minute we get home 
my girlfriend bursts into tears.I told her my mother has done 
this with every spouse who has joned our family but that 
doesn’t seem to lessen the pain.How can I stop my mother 
from being such a cruel, nasty witch?
--Anonymous

Dear Anonymous:
When she’s not looking hit her really hard in the head with 
a shovel.
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Sudoku            Tri-Doku

Crossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS from page 27

Cryptoquip

Even Exchange

Mega 
Maze

THE ANSWERS Questions on Page 6

1. B) Dubuquefest is hosted by the 
Dubuque County Fine Arts Society.
2. A) The Nash home housed the 
Rocco Buda Gallery.
3. C) The Continuum is located 
outside the Dubuque Public Works 
Building.
4. C) Rhomberg is a well known 
name, but not a pharmacy.
5. A) Sweet corn shows up later in 
the year.
6. B) Fountain Park Plaza will host 
the Thursday market.
7. D) The S. Grandview area is on 
the Old House Enthusiasts’ dance 
card this year.
8. B) It is the Zebulon Pike Lock and 
Dam #11
9. C) Johnny Petrakis is Dubuque’s 
“Mr. Baseball.”

Dr. Skrap’s completely useless
HOROSCOPES

Aries You’ve been eating healthy for over a month, los-
ing weight and feeling great, and if you don’t get a damn 
brownie in the next ten minutes someone is going to have 
to die.

Taurus  Taco Bell is open on Locust Street. So you can now 
ask a new set of drive-up people how it makes sense that a 
value meal includes two Chalupas and a side of... another 
taco? Should not it come with rice, or beans, or potatoes, 
or chips? Esta loco, hombre!

Gemini The luster of free furniture for the hauling decreas-
es exponentially by the weight per square foot divided by 
the amount of graspable parts above knee height plus the 
distance moved. You might be better off going with Ikea.

Cancer  Your infant son looks more and more like his fa-
ther everyday. Cross your fingers that happens to be the 
man you are with, especially if he’s been led to believe it 
is so. It just makes for uncomfortable trips to grandma’s for 
the holidays.

Leo  You play that guitar like it’s an extension of your body. 
Unfortunately, you are the least coordinated person I’ve 
ever met, so no help there. Have you considered how it 
would look as a lamp?

Virgo  Skip your to plans to take up jogging this summer. 
You’re just going to get hit by a guy pulling out of McDon-
ald’s after his morning round of pancakes and cigarettes.

Libra  You squeaked by on rent this month, but the shine 
on the new set of wheels you’re sporting on your rusted 
convertible is almost as lustrous as the sparkle on your new 
iPhone. It’s the American way.

Scorpio You’re not too quick on the movie quotes, but 
someone in the office is. Still, you have the magic touch 
with dialing the telephone. However, you’re going to have 
to start letting other people win the movie trivia contest on 
the radio or they’re going to discontinue the contest.

Sagittarius You’re beta testing a cellular telephone im-
plant that remains permanently in your ear. It’s perfect for 
you. Unfortunately, you’re on hold with that one insuffer-
able client who’s beta testing a new head that remains per-
manently in his rear.

Capricorn  Saying you are reinventing yourself means you 
were embarrassed about who you were before. Is that re-
ally the way you want to go on this one?

Aquarius Take a vacation and go to the workplaces of ev-
eryone who camps out in your office all day and interrupts 
you from getting work done. Park yourself until they’re good 
and uncomforable. Yout vacation is wasted. But the point 
is made.

Pisces Your unwillingness to compromise quality causes 
you work all the harder and get little sleep. Conversely, it 
causes your competition to get very little sleep as well. So 
you must be doin’ it right.
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Sami Sue’s Birthday Bash 
Old Panther, The Wild Animals, Alma Sub Rosa
Saturday, May 23
180 regular and JR’s squeeze Sami Sue 
celebrates her golden birthday on the 
23rd with a stellar lineup of Dubuque’s 
finest original rock.  I can say that since 
I’m not playing in this one.  And can you 
believe she’s 23?!  They grow up so fast.  
I’m not sure on the order of that night, but 
considering Jon Eagle would have to pull 
double duty (Old Panther and The Wild 
Animals) let’s hope Kristina and Alma Sub 
Rosa rock the middle slot so Jon can down 
a five-hour energy shot and maybe get a 
massage.  Wait … that would mean that 
Bob Bucko would have to play two sets 
in a row.  Well you guys figure it out and 
don’t look at me, but somebody deserves 
a massage.  If you don’t know who any 
of these people or bands are, you should 
just come on down.  Bring a video cam-
era and start a reality TV show.  

Jeremiah Nelson and the Achilles Heel
Friday, May 29
Madison experimental folk singer/song-

writer/guitarist Jeremiah Nelson brings 
his new four-piece rock band the Achil-
les Heel to 180 Main Friday, May 29.  
In addition to Nelson, the Achilles Heel 
features Adam Cargin on drums and vo-
cals, Justin Bricco on lead guitar, and-
Landon Arkens on bass. Nelson played 
shows previously in Dubuque under his 
solo moniker Patchwork.  Remember?  
With his quirky knack for melody, Nel-
son in any of his incarnations is one to 
watch.  

The One Hat Broken Rubber Orchestra 
Band
Saturday, May 30
The One Hat Band is the “classic” Bre-
itbach collective family band.  The Bro-
ken Rubber Band is Ma and Pa (Pearl 
and Michael) doing their duo show 
(now that the kids are rambling the 
countryside and winning battles of the 
bands, etc.).  So I’m going to guess that 
The One Hat Broken Rubber Orches-
tra Band is some configuration that in-
cludes most of the family and maybe 
even elements of River and The Tribu-
taries.  Maybe there will be multiple sets 
with a variety of configurations.  In any 
case, you can bet there will be a vari-
ety of instrumentation, harmonization, 
an somewhere along the line somebody 
will sing “Shady Grove.”  

Mark your calendars…
For June 5 for Jim The Mule with special 
guests Inchworm, June 6 for bluesman 
Michael Coleman and The Backbreak-
ers, June 11 for New York band The 
Rosewood Thieves with special guests 
Slick, June 12 for the Mississippi Hill 
Country blues of Kent Burnside and the 
New Generation, and June 13 for the 
Iowa City funk of The Uniphonics. 

              LIVE INFO LISTINGS BY PHONE

  588-4365
COMEDY
NIGHTLIFE
MOVIES

180 Main Entertainment
Continued from Page 26
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 Funnyness we found on the Interweb

www.DubuqueJaycees.org

May 14th:  Jaycee Festival Kickoff  7:30 
pm at the Clubhouse - We are
having a kick off party for the festival 
season, this will start with an
ID to set up a beverage station, beer 
pouring lession from Kirchoff and
then move into a BBQ with food and 
beverages, and it’s all free!

May 15th, 16th & 17th:  Please join us 
at the townclock for Dubuque Fest. 
We will need beer-pourers on Friday 
night, Saturday & Sunday afternoon. 
This is a great way to start off our festi-
val season and is a lot of fun! 
Come help us out!

May 21st:  General Membership meet-
ing, 7:30 pm at the Clubhouse.  Please
join us for our first “themed” member-
ship meeting!  Cinco de Mayo will be
the theme so get out the sombreros and 
dust off those ponchos!

by Mike Ironside 

Wow. May is a busy month at the Dollar 
and June looks to be no different.  Let’s get 
at it.  (Oh, and be sure to check out the 
Mark your calendar section!)

Minus Six
Friday, May 15 
With an actual count of just four members – 

playing piano, saxophone, bass, and drums, 
somewhat in the manner of Ben Folds Five 
(who were actually three, if you recall), The 
Minus Six are so named because there is no 
guitar (or six-string, if you will) in the band.  
Not just about the numbers, the band does 
in fact rock their originals having recently 
released their third album.  They come from 
the Quad Cities, but just the Illinois towns 
so they could just as well be named The 
Two of Four.  

Surprise Guest from DubuqueFest 
Saturday, May 16 
Who could it be, who could it be… well, 
I’m not going to speculate and get you all 
excited and then end up guessing wrong.  I 
don’t need that kind of pressure.  Nope.  Go 
check out the DubuqueFest schedule and 
make your own guesses. 

2nd Annual Bobfest
Thursday, May 21 
Last year’s Bobfest, the multi-musician ex-
travaganza of all things Dylan organized by 
Nothin’ But Dylan’s Mary Mabusth was tru-
ly an amazing night.  All the usual suspects 
were there, both in terms of Dylan songs 
and the musicians you might expect to see 
playing them, and they were all good.  But 
it was the unexpected pairings of players, 
the picks from deep in the Dylan catalog, 
and the unorthodox renditions of some 

of the songs that proved most revelatory.  
Anybody who counts themselves as a Dy-
lan fan should not miss Bobfest 2, though if 
it’s anything like last year, you might not be 
able to get in the door with so many musi-
cians in the house.  (See the separate article 
for more info.)

Swing Crew
Friday, May 22
Dennis and the boys are back from Breck-
enridge (Colorado) for the summer festival 
season with all the usual sing-along songs, 
goofy jokes, and over-the-top audience par-
ticipation routines.  If you don’t know what 
I’m talking about, you have to experience 
it.  If you do, I probably had you at “Swing 
Crew.”  If you go down to the Town Clock 
first for Kick-Off To Summer, you should be 
sufficiently “primed” for a Swing Crew ex-
perience.  We’ll see you on stage.  It’s toast-
ing time!  

Six Nights Alone with 500 Miles to Memphis
Saturday, May 23 
Up-and-coming band Six Nights Alone will 
release their new EP sometime this month 
so until that time, well, we’re gonna have 
to guess at the sound, but word on the 
street is they rock in a country punk sort 
of way.  You’ll just have to check ‘em out 
live.  Cincinnati country punks 500 Miles 
to Memphis perform a kind of crossover 

that might sound like Green Day playing 
rockabilly country with the occasional 
fiddle. They must be doing something right 
because they just won the 2008 Cincinnati 
Entertainment Award for best rock act, after 
having won the ’07 CEA for rock as well as 
best live act.  

The Melismatics
Friday, May 29
Minneapolis power pop quartet The Melis-
matics bring their high-energy indie-pop 
back to the Silver Dollar Friday, May 29.  
Fronted by male/female duo Ryan Smith 
and Pony, the Melismatics create polished, 
original indie-rock laden with pop hooks.  
The band points to a diverse set of influenc-
es – New Order, The Jesus And Mary Chain, 
The Kinks, Big Star, David Bowie, The Cars 
– but comes up with a sound completely 
fresh and original. about as real as it gets.  

Mark your calendars…
For Friday, June 5, for ochOsol’s farewell 
show, Saturday, June 6 for the return of GB 
Leighton, Friday, June 12 for the Burgundy 
Ties with Nate Jenkins, Saturday, June 13 for 
Bonne Finken, Friday, July 10 for Big Bang 
Theory, and yes, it’s finally gonna happen 
… Saturday, July 11, for a reunion show by 
the House of Large Sizes.  You’re welcome. 
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changing,” states Thompson.  “And we’re 
excited because we’re not losing patrons, 
we’re gaining them.”

Recent years have seen the addition of 
greater variety at the Market as well, in-
cluding several vendors offering locally 
produced meat, in some cases from ani-
mals raised organically.  Special food ven-
dors prepare food on site for customers 
to eat while browsing the other booths.  
Live music draws people to two differ-
ent locations at each end of the market.   
Along with the benefits of locally grown 
food, homemade baked goods, and the 
draw of handmade products and crafts, 
Farmers’ Market has become a place for 
people to meet and socialize.  

The attraction seems to be spreading. 
Joining Dubuque’s downtown Farmers’ 
Market, and established markets at the 
Fairgrounds (Westside Farmers’ Market), 

and Stone Hill at Assisi Village (North 
End Farmers’ Market) will be a new mar-
ket along Asbury Road.  (See the accom-
panying schedule for dates and times for 
area markets.)  The Fountain Park Farm-
ers’ Market is set to open at Fountain Park 
Plaza, 2728 Asbury Road in June.  Open 
every Thursday from 3 to 7 p.m. the 
Fountain Park Market will feature a va-
riety of fresh fruits and vegetables, wine, 
honey, meats, and other items, as well as 
hot food and beverages by Michael Paul’s 
Restaurant until 9 p.m.  Entertainment 
will be provided by local musicians.
The new market’s central location and 
Thursday evening hours should prove to 
be especially convenient for residents of 
the surrounding neighborhoods.  “Asbury 
Road has the third highest traffic count in 
the City of Dubuque, giving fountain Park 
Plaza great visibility and convenience for 
prospective market-goers,” said vendor 
and organizer Mary Moody.  “It is an-
other place for area residents to purchase 
fresh, local, homegrown, and handmade 
goods.”  (Interested vendors and musi-
cians can contact Moody for more infor-
mation at [563] 584-9300.)  

Another new idea that’s gaining ground is 
Community Supported Agriculture.  CSA 
groups operate similar to a buyers’ club, 
with consumers buying directly from 
growers.  While individual CSA groups 
have different programs, in general mem-
bers either pay a monthly fee or buy a 
“share” at the beginning of the season 
that last through the entire summer.  In 
exchange, they receive a box or bag of 
fresh and often organic produce in season 
each week (or every other week, again, 
depending on the individual program) 
direct from growers.  Bertjen reports that 
there are at least five CSA groups with 
information available at the Downtown 
Farmers’ Market, a trend that is likely to 
grow and expand to other area markets.  

In a way, CSA groups are a modern an-
swer to the neighborhood grocers of the 

last century who provide their customers 
with fresh produce from area growers, 
in some cases purchased at local Farm-
ers’ Markets.  Thompson recalls an earlier 
time in Dubuque history:  “I remember 
my dad, my father was in the grocery 
business, which started right over there 
above Murph’s Tap back in 1916 and had 
a grocery store here, and dad can remem-
ber as a kid my grandfather Frank going to 
Farmers’ Market back in the ‘40s.  It was a 
business.  It was less of a social event as it 
was a business.  There were 130 grocery 
stores in Dubuque at that time.”  

A lot has changed since then.  America be-
came a culture of automobiles, fast food 
and big box shopping, but little by little, 
people are rediscovering the pleasure of 
buying real food, fresh and in season from 
people who live just down the road.  “I 
think that Farmers’ Market is as much a part 
of our future as it has been our heritage,” 
said Thompson, “and if we do our job right 
and make it entertaining as well as mean-
ingful, it can not only benefit the growers 
and producers, but also the consumers 
and finally, the community at large.”  Old 
or new, that’s a pretty good idea. 

Farmers’ Market
Continued from Page 4.




