


I don’t know about you, but it has not been 
a banner month in the old Parks household. 
It seems like it’s coming at us from all fronts.  
Isn’t this Christmas? Shouldn’t we be tiding 
some Yule or decking with some holly bows?  
This is ridiculous. But I ain’t gonna whine 
too long.  When the hardest life moments 
hit, you realize how little the other ones are, 
even when you think those obstacles are go-
ing to do you in. But then you face real ad-
versity and simply muster the will to trudge 
through the crap to face the big challenges. 
I thought about this a while and when I put 
my tired brain to it I realize that we’re get-
ting through it. And the reason is all of those 
friends around us making it bearable.

Last week we found out that my dad’s can-
cer has returned, this time in his one good 
lung. Tomorrow we find out if they can do 
anything about it. Sitting in that room with 
the doctor giving the news is not one of the 
things I wish upon anyone. You want to say 
something to mom to comfort her, but when 
you open your mouth, you are unable to 
speak. Lo and behold, she is the one with 
the strength to ask the hard questions and 
make plans for moving forward. Unbeliev-
able. Dad may be a Marine, but mom is 
whatever that thing is that holds up Marines. 
I guess through three bouts of dad’s cancer 
and beating it, she has built up a tough hide, 
but I just can’t imagine it.

I sat through more than a week worrying 
about my dad, waiting for word to come 
from the medical gods. And then tragedy 
hits. Not at home, but close by. One of our 
own at 365, Chris Wand (you know, the guy 
who writes the movie reviews and you spend 
time trying to find his photos in each issue of 
the paper), called me on a Saturday morning 
to tell me that his own father had just passed 
away. This was following just two days after 
he lost his grandfather on his mom’s side. 
So, she has just lost her father and husband 
in three days. Can you even imagine? 

Now, I’m not sure if it was because a thou-
sand thoughts of my own dad immediately 
filled my head, or because someone you 
know so very well breaks into tears on the 
phone parting the news about his dad, but 
I lost it. I could barely make words to re-
ply to him on the phone, but, of course, we 
all want to be strong for those around us. 
And while I was trying to be supportive for 
him, I know he was trying to show the same 
brave face to his mom. And I don’t doubt 
for a minute that in succeeding to be there 
for someone else, we also completely failed 
the brave-face-test. But I don’t think it’s the 
brave part people need at times like this. Just 
having the face there is enough.

Today Chris asked if I could be a pall bearer 
if needed. At a time when you feel helpless 
to do anything to make it better, an honor 
like this, whether I’m needed or not means a 
lot. It’s not a big thing, but at least you get to 
be there for something. In my family, people 
have been there too.

You may know from past columns that my 
parents run Toys for Tots in the Tri-States. 
Nearly 20,000 toys to who knows how many 
thousands of kids in Dubuque and surround-
ing counties. Though he has been the driv-
ing force behind the tremendous growth and 
success of the program in Dubuque for the 
past few years, this year, after all his work to 
organize another remarkably successful sea-
son, he is simply too ill to do all the running 
around and heavy lifting that this effort re-
quires. Once again mom steps up and works 
magic. But she would be the first to point to 
those around her who stepped up too. Long-
time helpers and a great crew of area Veter-
ans (not just Marines) set aside their week-
ends, evenings, and more to make sure the 
well-organized program mom and dad put 
in place had the manpower to finish the sea-
son. This coming weekend, the toys will go 
to their organizations, the warehouse will 
get cleaned up, and it will be done once 
more ... for about a week.

Then it starts all over. But dad is looking 
ahead and knows he’s not a kid anymore 
and the two of them simply can’t carry this 
load again next year. So what is to happen 
to Toys for Tots? Well, people step up, of 
course. In this case, my wife and I turned 
to our circle of friends and challenged them 
to take on this truly mammoth endeavor in 
2009 with us. And those friends, also known 
as the Dubuque Jaycees, voted unanimous-
ly, just minutes after being voted into office 
for next year, to take the responsibility. 

I know dad was very worried about the pro-
gram, but if I have learned one thing in my 
long tenure as a Jaycee (long enough to earn 
me a life membership this year) it’s that they 
don’t know failure. This program will go on, 
on our terms. And I’m sure mom is going 
to help us get through the first year. That’s 
just what she does. Like Chris, dad, and a lot 
of you reading this, despite the adversities 
we face, we find the strength to help others 
through theirs. Maybe that’s what makes us 
heal from our own. Merry Christmas every-
one! 

And for goodness’ sake, tell your mom and 
dad you love them, no matter where they 
are.

       Tim               Mike              Tanya              Jeff                Kelli              Ralph             Gary             Matt                Lisa               Chris              Pam                Joey           Angela           Ron                Bob                Roy              Brad              Bryce

The 365ink crew... faces you already know!
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by Mike Ironside and Brad Parks

What a difference a year can make. An-
nounced last December – almost exactly 
one year ago – the new Diamond Jo Ca-
sino with its much-anticipated Mississippi 
Moon Bar is set to open Thursday, Decem-
ber 11, with a concert by classic rock su-
perstars Cheap Trick. The concert, as most 
fans already know, sold out within minutes 
of tickets going on sale last month, but with 
a whole slate of upcoming shows sched-
uled at the Mississippi Moon Bar and a 
brand new casino set in a huge entertain-
ment facility, it’s fair to say that the Port of 
Dubuque and in fact the entire Dubuque 
entertainment landscape is about to experi-
ence a major transformation.  

While the new building has been off-lim-
its to all but contractors and staff until the 
opening day, 365 was lucky enough to be 
taken on a personal tour with the leaders 
of the new property. When we came across 
Diamond Jo General Manager Todd Moyer, 
and Peninsula Gaming’s COO Jonathan 
Swain and CFO Natalie Schramm, they 
were huddled around a scoring table in the 
middle of Cherry Lanes. What they were 
doing took us by surprise. They invited us 
to join in the final taste test of “The World’s 
Greatest French Fry.” That’s right. Three days 

before opening an $84 million entertain-
ment complex, even the look, texture, and 
spices on the smallest French fries are un-
der intense scrutiny. They had it narrowed 
down to 30 numbered baskets when we got 
there and in the end #22 made the grade. 

“Jonathan keeps a list, a HUGE list (he 
spreads his arms as far as they can go) of 
every possible thing our players see, touch, 
smell, hear and taste. Everything! You 
wouldn’t even believe it if I showed you,” 
said Moyer. “And over the last two years we 
have searched out and improved on every 
single one of them.”

With decades of experience in the nation’s 
best casinos, Swain and Moyer make the 
perfect team. “Todd and I have worked 
together for years at different properties 
and we are on the same wavelength when 
it comes to creating our dream property,” 
says Swain. 

Moyer adds, “This is a destination designed 
by gamers for gamers. We want our guests 
to know that we obsessed over every detail 
of the Jo experience to meet their needs. 
And sometimes you just need a perfect 
French fry.”

As pre-opening photo opportunities have 

been limited, come along with us on a de-
scriptive tour of the facility with the one 
person who knew every single detail of 
the new property, even before it was ever 
sketched on paper – the project’s visionary, 
Jonathan Swain. Better yet, read this first 
and then go see for yourself! 

Though we had already entered the build-
ing to meet Swain, he insisted on taking us 
back to the main entrance of the building 
to begin the tour. “My thoughts on the front 
door of a casino…” he began, “it has to 
have an immediate impact. When I walk in 
the door, all my senses are immersed in the 
experience, with the overall impact being, 
‘Wow!’” I’m pretty sure that’s what I said 
when I first walked in. 

Once inside the massive entryway of the 
Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired structure, the 
main gaming area spreads out on the first 
floor. Dark wood and earth tones are illu-
minated by the glittering lights of gaming 
machines while rows of high definition 
plasma screen TVs hang from the ceiling 
(there are about 150 throughout the facil-
ity). The colors are warm, maybe a little 
masculine, with natural elements through-
out but with all the excitement you would 
expect from a casino. 

Swain points out other details like the am-
bient music, custom-mixed personally by 
Swain and Moyer for each of four areas in 
the complex, and the subtle but pleasing 
scent, also custom-designed, which wafts 
through the ventilation system. You can tell 
he’s thought a lot about the experience of 
the place and how it impacts all the sens-
es. 

Like the bases on which the gaming ma-
chines are mounted – each custom-de-
signed so that all button panels are between 
36 and 38 inches off the floor. 

“Ergonomically, it’s very comfortable for a 
customer to have their wrist below their el-
bow when they are sitting at a machine,” 
explains Swain. “No matter what the manu-
facturer is, every one of these bases is de-
signed specifically for that game.” 

As Swain guides us to the VIP Room, the 
music on the state of the art sound system 
slides into the next selection – a cool but 
relaxing groove reminiscent of the Ocean’s 
Eleven soundtrack. We walk through the 
gaming floor like George Clooney – cool, 
confident – and we already feel like win-
ners. The VIP Room is definitely for winners. 
A private area away from the main gaming 

Continued on Page 29.



Just a reminder that the Dubuque Thun-
derbirds, the 2008 Hurster Cup CSHL 
Champions, are back in action on home 
ice in the Five Flags Arena! After a long 
road trip in the next few weeks, upcoming 
home games are on the schedule!Tickets 
are available at the Five Flags Box Office, 
at all Ticketmaster outlets and online at 
www.ticketmaster.com. Rembember, ad-
mission is only $7.50 for reserved seat-
ing, and $6.50 for bleachers! For more 
information, visit www.dubuquethun-
derbirds.com. And don’t forget that the 
CSHL playoffs are going to be coming up 
soon, and the Thunderbirds will be thick 
in the mix. Stay tuned to 365ink for more 
Thunderbirds information! Also, don’t 
forget about all of the great discounts 
available for students. No better time to 
get into hockey like right now!

Beginning November 1, the winter market 
moves east to the Colts Drum & Bugle Corp 
Building at 1101 Central Avenue.   Sched-
uled for every Saturday morning from 9 
a.m. to noon, the Winter Farmers’ Market 
will run from November through April 30, 
2009.  

Picking up where the summer market leaves 
off, the Winter Farmers’ Market will feature 
around 25 vendors offering a variety of 
fresh, locally grown produce, meats, chees-
es, homemade baked goods and handmade 
crafts. Winter Farmers’ Market will feature 
live music every Saturday with breakfast 
available from the Colts Booster Club. 

For more information, contact Amy Weber 
at amyweber4@yahoo.com. 

On Saturday, December 13, Jim Mc-
Donough will be presenting Holiday 
Grande 2008! 

McDonough will perform at 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m. on the day of the concert. Tickets are 
on sale now, and can be purchased at the 
Five Flags box office or online at Ticketmas-
ter.com. It’ll cost you $32 for a box seat, 
$29 for the main floor and the first five rows 
of the balcony and $26 for the back balco-
ny. There really aren’t any bad seats in the 
Five Flags theater, so you can rest assured 
that no matter where you decide to park, 
you’ll be treated to a relaxing evening of 
beautiful music!

Do you think Iowa should invest in to-
bacco prevention? Find out what your 
legislator thinks about preventing tobac-
co use across Iowa. The American Heart 
Association has a special opportunity for 
advocates in Dubuque to share why pre-
vention funding is important in your com-
munity. The American Heart Association 
invites you to meet with Representative 
Pat Murphy at the Carnegie-Stout Pub-
lic Library on December 15, beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. The discussion will involve 
how to prevent heart disease and stroke 
across Iowa during the 2009 legislative 
session through investments in preven-
tion funding. The event is free and open 
to the public.

The Galena Main Street Players present 
The Christmas Schooner, December 4-21 
at The Bell Tower Theater, 2728 Asbury 
Road, Dubuque. Showtimes are 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days and 3 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $17 
and available through the Bell Tower The-
ater at 563-588-3377 or online at www.
belltowertheater.net.

The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at East 
Dubuque High School on  December 15, 
from 2 - 6 p.m. All blood types needed. 
Please give in this season of need.

Don’t forget about the 14th season of Hill-
crest’s Reflections in the Park! Open daily 
in Murphy Park. Admission is only $8.
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                   Answers on page 28

1. How many people does the new Mis-
sissippi Moon Bar seat for a concert?
A. 350  B. 515
C. 642  D. 808

2. How many properties does Peninsu-
la Gaming, the parent company of the 
Diamond Jo Casino, operate?
A. 1 B. 2
C. 3  D. 4

3. How many restaurants are in the 
new Diamond Jo facility?
1. 1 2. 2
3. 3  4. 5

4. What element from the periodic 
chart keeps the scores of wines avail-
able by the glass at the Woodfire Grill 
constantly fresh as a newly opened 
bottle?

A. Argon Gas B. Cork
C. Helium D. Adamantium

5. Where did the wood from the floor 
of Mojo’s Sports Bar come from?
A. An old barn
B. Local trees
C. Petrified underwater logs
D. An old boat

6. What element of nature is found be-
tween the panes on glass in the win-
dows of the Woodfire Grill?
A. Earth B. Fire
C. Water D. Bacon

7. What style is the Casino based on?
A. Country B. Prairie
C. Gothic D. New School

8. What food did Diamond Jo G.M. 
Todd Moyer sample over 20 varieties 
of last Monday to find the world’s best 
for serving to his guests?
A. Martini’s            B. French Fries
C. Chicken Wings  D. Pizzas

9. Can kids come in the Diamond Jo?

10. Oh, I gotta ask it. What was the 
first band to ever play the Mississippi 
Moon Bar?

GET THE VODKA CHICKEN AT L.MAY. MMMMM!
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New Exhibit at River MuseumDEC
15

The National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium will soon offer a new exhib-
it, The River Inside. The exhibit will fea-
ture platinum photographs taken by John 
Guider, a nationallyrecognized photog-
rapher. Its theme will be river environ-
ment and journeying. 

Guider traveled the Mississippi, Ohio 
and Tennessee rivers by canoe in 2003, 
where he captured over 10,000 photo-
graphs. He then personally chose a col-
lection from those photos and created 75 
platinum prints of which the exhibit and 
its companion coffee table book are com-
prised. Platinum photographs are 
rare and making them is a unique art 
form that few people in the country 
have mastered, Mr. Guider is one of 
those few. 

54-year-old Guider boarded his 
specially designed 16-foot canoe in 
2003 to begin a personal journey 
and pictorial expedition along the 
Mississippi, Ohio and Tennessee riv-
ers. He experienced sunrises, mos-
quitoes, 24-hour storms and even 
alligators (that fortunately wanted 
nothing to do with him). He often 
paddled eight to ten hours a day and 
was alone for five to six days at a 

time. But all these challenges have result-
ed in a renewed connection between a 
man and naturf and inspired a collection 
of breathtaking photos. Guider also kept 
a journal during his expedition. Excerpts 
from his personal journal are part of his 
recently released The River Inside exhibit 
companion book. The book is available 
for purchase at the

The River Inside exhibit will open on Dec. 
15, and is scheduled to run through the 
spring of 2009. It will be housed in the 
Fred Woodward Gallery at the National 
Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium.
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With winter officially here, it’s time to 
shovel our way out and get out and enjoy 
some live music already! December brings 
a variety of music to 180 Main’s lower 
level including outlaw country, Southern 
rock, alt.country, Latin rock, folk pop, dirty 
blues, and stuff we don’t even have a name 
for yet. Check it out:

Anthony Gomes & the New Soul Cowboys
Saturday, December 13
Nashville guitar slinger Anthony Gomes 
rides into town with the New Soul Cow-
boys to paint the town black and blue. 
With a bagful of Stevie Ray Vaughn-ap-
proved blues guitar chops and a band that 
rocks it like they mean it one minute, gets 
funky the next, and then brings it down 
ballad-style, Gomes and Co. is a Southern 
rock tour-de-force. Mining the cross-over 
territory between blues, rock, country, and 
gospel, Gomes has shared the stage with 
performers as diverse as Gretchen Wilson, 
Big and Rich, James Otto, and blues leg-
ends BB King and Buddy Guy.

Shame Train
Friday, December 19 
Iowa City’s Shame Train, featuring singer/
songwriter Sam Knutson, returns to 180 
Main Friday, December 19. In a city with 
more than its fair share of great songwrit-
ers and players, the work of Shame Train’s 
Knutson is perhaps one of the city’s best-

kept secrets. One listen to Knutson’s strong 
songwriting and signature baritone – not to 
mention the always spot-on performances 
by the revolving cast of Shame Train play-
ers might leave listeners wondering why 
Sam and the band have not yet been 
signed to an indie label. 

ochOsol
Saturday, December 20
It’s been quite a while since ochOsol per-
formed at 180 Main. The boys are back 
with a bag full of Latin rock, rumba, cum-
bia, and reggaeton dance grooves with all 
three drummers banging out the rumpa-
pum-pum. In case you’re wondering, that 
is a “Little Drummer Boy” reference, not 
the latest style of Latin dance music. Still, 
you had better bring your dancing shoes. 

River & The Tributaries, The One Hat Band
Friday, December 26
What better way to celebrate the holidays 
than with family? That seems to be the 
theme for this Boxing Day (whatever that 
is) show at 180 Main. River & The Tribu-
taries, featuring the Breitbach boys River 
and Jackson are set to share the stage with 
parents Mike and Pearl and the whole fam 
damily!. 

Alma Sub Rosa, The Wild Animals
Saturday, December 27
Alma Sub Rosa is a relatively new and 
still evolving project involving three tal-
ented songwriters – Bob Bucko (Old Pan-
ther, Double Rainbow, etc.), Shawn Healy 
(Big Muddy, etc.) and Kristina Castaneda 
– with the always solid rhythm section of 
Tim Connelly on drums and Tim Knautz on 
bass. This will be the full group’s third per-
formance after a Voices Warehouse debut 
and an earlier show at 180 Main. When 
asked how he might describe the music of 
Alma Sub Rosa, Bucko deferred, “That’s a 
difficult question. What works about the 
band is that we’re all coming from differ-
ent places musically. What we’re all look-
ing for is a good song, regardless of what 
genre it might fall into.” Also performing 
will be the hard-rocking, very wild Wild 
Animals.
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Snowbiz: A New Cool Yule!DEC
18-21Showing of “The Fountainhead”DEC

18

Carnegie-Stout Public Library in 
Dubuque will show the movie The 
Fountainhead on Thursday, December 
18, at 6 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Story 
Room. Admission and snacks are free, 
and open discussion will be encour-
aged after the show.

The Fountainhead is based on the novel 
of the same name by Ayn Rand. The 
Fountainhead’s protagonist, Howard 
Roark, is an idealistic young architect 
who chooses to struggle in obscurity 
rather than compromise his artistic and 
personal vision. The book follows his 
battle to practise modern architecture, 
which he believes to be superior, despite 
an establishment centered on tradition-
worship. How others in the novel relate 
to Roark demonstrate Rand’s various 
archetypes of human character, all of 
which are variants between Roark, her 
ideal man of independent-mindedness 
and integrity, and what she described 
as the “second-handers.” The complex 
relationships between Roark and the 
various kinds of individuals who assist 
or hinder his progress, or both, allows 
the film to be at once a romantic drama 
and a philosophical work. The film stars 
Gary Cooper in the lead role.

The Library once again thanks the 
Friends of the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library, the donations of which have 
made it possible to not only show films 
in the space but also have a popcorn 
machine during exhibitions. If you have 
any questions, call the Library Informa-
tion Desk at 563-589-4225 option 4, or 
visit online at www.dubuque.lib.ia.us/
adult/programs/.

Mistletones and Fried Green Tomatoes 
join forces once again to stage an all-
new production of Snowbiz: A Whole 
New Cool Yule at Turner Hall in Galena, 
IL, December 18, 19, 20, and 21, with 
two shows on Saturday!

Staged dinner-theatre style, enjoy an 
outstanding array of music that brings 
to life the joy of the sea-
son. Featuring some of 
the best-loved Christmas 
songs ever, Snowbiz cov-
ers a number of musical 
genres, and the produc-
ers can safely say that 
this year’s show truly has 
something for everyone 
(and Santa too)!

The Mistletones singers 
feature Cathy Goodman, 
Christen Tebbe, Tori Rich-
ter, Luke Tredinnick, Jim 
Ott, and Mark Opped-
ahl. The Mistletones band 
cooks with Dave Rich-
ter (bass), Mark Munson 
(drums), Terry Dillon (pi-
ano), Rob Shepherd (key-
boards), Ken Killian (sax-

ophone) and the Busch Brothers—Larry 
and Marty—to round out the sound on 
trumpet and trombone.

Call 815-777-3839 for tickets! The cost 
for dinner and a show is just $55; tickets 
are $20 for show-only patrons and only 
$15 for kids 12 and under. Visit www.
mistletones.biz for more information.
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Missing a late night dance scene in the area, 
some young local organizers have taken 
matters into their own hands with A Motion 
Connection, a unique dance party set for 
Saturday, December 13, from midnight to 
5 a.m.  Described as “One part nightclub, 
two parts house party,” with “a splash of 
after-hours,” the late night party will be held 
at 120 East 9th Street in the Wilmac ware-
house building.  

A Motion Connection will feature a variety 
of dance music provided by DJ Bizeone, DJ 
Matt Michels, DJ Gazelle and The Bearries 
to keep the assembled grooving. Rockford’s 
DJ Bizeone, probably best known locally for 

spinning with Dubuque’s casethejoint, will 
anchor the DJ booth with guest sets by DJ 
Gazelle (soul and funk) and DJ Matt Michels 
(old school hip-hop) a.k.a., Y105’s Matt 
Mitchell.  Innovative and danceable, the 
Bearries will play live to close out the night.  
Throughout the night, lighting by Rondinelli 
Music/Audio will create a club-like ambi-
ence to the warehouse space, decked out 
with lounge areas to complement the dance 
floor.  

The dance party is a fundraiser for the 
Dubuque Art Center, formerly the Brick 
Oven Studio.  For more information, e-mail 
amotionconnection@yahoo.com.

A Motion Connection Dance EventDEC
13

The Dubuque Youth Ballet presents a hol-
iday classic! Staged at The Grand Opera 
House, the classic ballet of The Nutcrack-
er will be presented between December 
13 - 21.

The show begins as the mysterious Dr. 
Drosselmeyer arrives at the Stahlbaum 
Christmas with a special gift for Clara - 
a wooden nutcracker. As she falls asleep 
under the huge Christmas tree the room 
fills with giant mice who attack Clara. 
Life-size toy soldiers, led by her valiant 
Nutcracker, come to her rescue. The King 
Rat attacks the Nutcracker, but Clara hits 
him with her shoe and the Nutcracker 
wins the battle and is transformed into a 
handsome prince. Their adventures con-
tinue into the Land of Snow, across the 
Lemonade Sea and into the Kingdom of 
Sweets. As the adventure draws to a close, 
Clara drifts off to sleep. She awakens in 
bed, as the Nutcracker Prince salutes his 
princess Clara. Timeless and memorable, 
this is a great family show.

Choreographed by Marina O’Rourke and 
Megan MacLeod, The Nutcracker will be 
on stage at 7:30 p.m. on December 13, 
19, and 20 and at 2 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 14 and 21. 

 Tickets may be purchased at the Grand 
Opera House Box Office, 135 W. 8th 
Street in Dubuque or by calling 563-588-
1305, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The Box Office is also open an 
hour before each show and from 10 a.m. 
to the start of the show on performance 
Saturdays.  

The Nutcracker BalletDEC
13-21



10
YEAH, TIM LOVES COLLECTIVE SOUL. WHATCHA GONNA DO ABOUT IT?

DECEMBER 11 - 25

Given that in the pages of this issue of 
365ink we’ve covered the luxurious 
gaming amenities, restaurants, bowling 
lanes and more of the new Diamond Jo 
Casino, it would be remiss of us to for-
get about yet another exciting aspect of 
this new entertainment facility: The live 
entertainment itself! With Cheap Trick, 
Collective Soul (see the accompanying 
interview), Jewel, Darius Rucker and oth-
ers already performing at the facility, the 
Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond 
Jo is yet another way that the new en-
tertainment complex is making its mark 
upon the Tri-State area. We at 365 had a 
chance to speak with Mississippi Moon 
Entertainment Manager Scott Thomas 
about the vision and the philosophy -- as 
well as some other interesting tidbits -- 
of the Mississippi Moon.

“What we’re trying to do here is to have 
a really good variety of musical acts that 
can hit all the different demographics,” 
says Thomas, formerly the program di-
rector at Eagle 102 in Dubuque. “We 
want to draw from the outskirts, places 
like Rockford, Madison, and so on.”

Between acts like the aforementioned 
ones, Cracker, Robert Cray and, of 
course, the Doobie Brothers, the inten-
tion to appeal to a broad audience is 
evident.

“We’re working on bringing fresh faces 
to the area,” explains Thomas. “Louis 
C.K. is an Emmy-winning comedian, 
and he’s never been to Dubuque. Jewel 
has never been to Dubuque; Cracker 
hasn’t, either.”

Big-name, nationally known music acts 
aren’t the only exciting aspect about the 
Mississippi Moon’s entertainment, how-
ever. Wednesday night comedy, long a 
staple in Dubuque, is moving to the Dia-
mond Jo, beginning with comedian Sean 

Morey (famous for “The Man Song” on 
the Bob & Tom radio show) on January 
7, and Thomas is eagerly anticipating the 
return of downtown-area comedy.

“We’ve got something of a bigger bud-
get now, and we’re going to kick (the 
comedy) up a little compared to what 
audiences are used to,” he says. “We 
have the ability to have big names on 
the weekends, or bring them in on the 
weekdays.” Thomas notes that comedi-
ans Mike Armstrong (also from the Bob 
& Tom show) and Michael Winslow (the 
famed Man of 1,000 Voices, best known 
for his role in the Police Academy mov-
ies) are already scheduled to perform at 
the Mississippi Moon.

Thursday nights will bring a weekly Du-
eling Pianos show, and during our inter-
view we found out a nice bit about that: 
Admission to those events will be free. If 
you’ve never taken in a Dueling Pianos 
event, the Diamond Jo has taken away 
every last excuse that you might have. 
(Trust us -- they’re great fun!)

“Every Friday and Saturday night, we’re 
going to have live bands,” Thomas con-
tinues. “The weekend we open, we’re 
going to have a band called Trash Mar-
tini, and we’re going to keep it going ev-
ery Friday and Saturday after that, with 
some local and a lot of regional bands. 
Sunday nights, which are our service in-
dustry nights, we’re going to have DJs, 
as well.”

In addition to the regularly scheduled 
weekly events, Thomas also reveals that 
once a month, the Mississippi Moon 
will host an event known as “rock band 
karaoke,” and we’re not referring to the 
popular plastic-instrument video game.

Looking down the list of acts already 
scheduled to perform at the Mississippi 
Moon Bar at the new Diamond Jo Ca-
sino, it’s impossible to not get excited 
about the wide variety of them. Being 
the live music fans (and musicians) that 
so many of us are in the 365 offices, 
we’ve been pumped about all of these 
acts ever since we heard the quietest 
whispers of them so long ago. One of 
the acts in particular that piqued the 
interest of this 365 editor is a band that 
is no stranger to anyone who’s been lis-
tening to the radio for, oh, the last 15 
years or so: Collective Soul.

Hailing from Stockbridge, Georgia, 
Collective Soul has been racking up 
platinum hits across the charts ever 
since its first album, Hints, Allegations 
and Things Left Unsaid, became a hit on 
college radio and propelled the band 
into the starlight. Since then, it’s been 
a string of successes for Collective Soul, 
including “Shine,” “The World I Know,” 
“December,” “Heavy,” “Precious Dec-
laration,” “Home” and more. The band 
performed in Dubuque several years 
ago, and now they’re back on Decem-
ber 27. Dean Roland, rhythm guitarist 
and keyboardist for the band, was kind 
enough to take some time out of his af-
ternoon and talk to 365 about Collec-
tive Soul and its upcoming show here 
in town.

“I have to say, I’m looking forward to 
seeing this new Diamond Jo and playing 
in the building,” says Roland, who has 
been in the band with his brother Ed 
since its inception in 1992. “We were 
there ... yeah, it was a long time ago. 
It’ll be interesting to see how the city 
has changed.”

Collective Soul has been in the news 
recently after the re-release of its 8th 
studio album, Afterwords, which until 
previously was an exclusive to Target 
and the iTunes Music Store.

“We had that original exclusive deal, 
and now that’s expired,” explains Ro-
land. “So now we’re releasing it every-
where, and there are three new songs 
on the re-release, as well.”

It’s a reflection of the new “era” of Col-
lective Soul, so to speak, since its split 
from Atlantic Records a few years ago 
and its move to start its own label, El 
Music Group.

“We’ve released our last three albums 
on our own label, and that’s been a 
good thing for us,” says Roland. “We 
had the opportunity to do so, and while 
it creates much more responsibility, 
when you actually own the music you 
create, that’s very empowering.”

Collective Soul is a band that has seen 
some change over the years; original 
guitarist Ross Childress and drummer 
Shane Evans eventually departed the 
band, but Roland doesn’t seem fazed at 
all by the word “change.”

“Yeah, when you look at it, there have 
been a lot of changes, a lot of transfor-
mations to the music industry and to 
music -- the digital download thing is 
huge,” he says. “But change is good. 
When we’re out there, every time, 
we’re touring as artists and musicians. 
When we go into the studio, it’s with 
a clean slate each time. We don’t use 
the past as a reference. We’ll always be 
a guitar-driven rock band, but there’s 
no way to really describe our sound or 
how it’s changed over the years.”

Ed Roland, the band’s frontman, agrees 
in a released statement, “We’re still a 
guitar-oriented band. There are fans 
that no matter what we put out are 
going to say it doesn’t sound like the 
’90s and that’s a fair assessment — be-
cause it doesn’t. I don’t wear the same 

Continued on Page 31. Continued on Page 31.



A copy of Life magazine from July 26, 
1948, landed in my lap the other day, 
and I read it with glee from cover to 
cover. It was a gift from my husband’s 
sister, a peek into life (with a small “l”) 
from the very week he was born. I was 
drawn first to the ads: Vaseline Cream 
Hair Tonic for that just-combed look, 
Eye-Gene for relief of tired, smarting 
eyes, Kellogg’s Pep whole wheat flakes 
for all-day energy. I coveted the Hot-
point refrigerator with its Butter Con-
ditioner, a special compartment with 
its own thermostat to keep the spread 
just the right consistency for table use. 
It would go so well with my 1950s 
Chambers stove!

Farther in, though, is a disquieting 
feature on “The American Family in 
Trouble.” It opens with a photo of a 
distraught father in divorce court who 
has just lost custody of his child. The 
caption reads, “In the picture above an 
American family is shown in the sad 
process of breaking up. In city after city 
scenes like it are being repeated every 
day, each opening its own small crack 
in our society, each a part of a cold 
statistical record which shows that last 
year 450,000 divorces were granted in 
U.S. courts, releasing a flood of chil-
dren from these broken homes upon 
society. From such statistics emerges 
an unmistakable fact: the U.S. fam-
ily, deep in the millrace of social and 
technological change, is itself deep in 
trouble.” 

Not quite the picture you expected just 
two years before the cozy 50’s, is it? 
I thought once the war was over, the 

intact family reigned supreme, 
with Dad skipping happily 
off to work every weekday 
and Mom contentedly staying 
home to raise Sally and Bobby 
in the perfect security of the 
nuclear family. 

Not so, says this 60-year-old 
magazine, which goes on to 
show in detail what it deems 
the three main types of Ameri-
can families back then, exam-
ining how they changed from 
the bucolic 19th century and 
turned into – well, something 
else.

The first type, they call “Trust-
ee.” Their example is a closely 
knit farm family, the Russells of 
Belleview, Missouri, complete 
with an iconic photo I swear 

was taken by Walker Evans, with ev-
erybody from Great Grandma down to 
the littlest boy in short pants. They all 
live together as caretakers of the 125-
year-old family farm, knuckling down 
to chores like making soap, mending 
shoes, and butchering hogs. Still, one 
grown son has a part-time job at a 
nearby ax handle factory, and another 
is studying for the ministry, sending 
out little feelers into the wider world. 
A daughter, heaven help her, has even 
moved to St. Louis to work in a store.

The next, “domestic-type” family is 
the Frantzes of Enid, Oklahoma, co-
hesive but far from the farm. As the 
magazine puts it, they are close be-
cause they work at it, not because 
circumstances require it. Like the Rus-
sells, they have a family business, but 
theirs is an insurance company, and 
the sons’ decision to join their father 
was much more of a choice; nobody 
was going to die of hunger if they 
opted out. Their mutual interests are 
all leisurely, from fishing to shopping 
to Sunday dinners. The only potential 
dark cloud reported is Mrs. Frantz’s 
worry, as a mother-in-law, about her 
family “spending too much time to-
gether for its own good.”

The third type of family is called not 
“nuclear” but “atomistic,” as if each 
member is constantly bouncing away 
from the others. The headline is “This 
Family Shows Today’s Problems,” 
which probably didn’t please the 
Parker family too much. Honestly, 
their problems don’t seem much more 
serious than the scrapes on “Leave it 

Beaver.” Here is Mrs. Parker, off at her 
church club (instead of doing house-
work?). Here’s Martha Anne, baby-sit-
ting the children of a neighbor (earning 
her own money?) There’s a suggestive 
photo of “restless son Cary” walking 
the dog at night, pausing to talk to a pal 
and a classmate (a girl!). Oh, and here’s 
Mr. Parker, entertaining other business-
men in the city at night (straight out of 
“Mad Men”!) The caption I found most 
annoying describes a photo of mother, 
daughter, and son eating dinner “alone” 
while Mr. Parker is on a business trip. 
Since when does three equal “alone”?

Granted, the Parkers moved five times 
for Dad’s job. Sometimes both kids 
are off at lessons or practice, leaving 
Mom alone in the house long before 
she’s ready for an empty nest. No fam-
ily gets it perfect, and who knows what 
kind of quiet desperation the Russells 
may have been experiencing as they 
hoed the weeds and fed the woodstove 
down in the Ozarks?  Maybe the Frantz 
women’s’ belonging to the same social 
club and getting together to can veg-
etables was just a desperate attempt to 
look cheerful.

This time of year, it’s hard not to think 
about families in less than happy ways. 
Magazines dispense earnest advice on 

getting through the holidays with the 
in-laws, and movies like “Four Christ-
mases” put all the agony up on the 
big screen. I can’t help but think that 
maybe articles like these, whether from 
1948 or 2008, showing how very differ-
ent families can be, bring more reassur-
ance than angst. Despite many people’s 
belief that there is one perfect Ameri-
can Christmas – everybody gathered 
for Mom’s cookies, heaps of presents, a 
fresh-cut tree, and snow on the window 
pane – I’ll bet if you ask around, you’ll 
learn just how varied our families, and 
our holiday traditions, are.

Has the American family evolved since 
1948? You bet. I’d love to know how the 
children of those profiled in Life made 
out. Do the Russells still tend the now 
185-year-old family farm? How often 
do the Frantzes gather for Sunday din-
ner? And the Parkers, that family seem-
ing most closely poised for dysfunction 
– how did their grandchildren fare in 
the 60’s counterculture? I like to think 
they’re all doing just fine. That’s what 
family is all about, after all. It’s home, 
and home is, to gently paraphrase Rob-
ert Frost, the place where, when you go 
there, they have to take you in. 

Pam Kress-Dunn
pam2617@yahoo.com 
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Mindframe Theaters • 555 JFK Road 
563-582-4971 • MindframeTheaters.com 

Kerasotes Star 14 • 2835 NW Arterial 
563-582-7827 • www.kerasotes.com

Millennium Cinema • 151 Millennium Drive Platteville, WI 
1-877-280-0211• plattevillemovies.com

Avalon Cinema • 95 E Main St. Platteville, WI 
608-348-5006 * plattevillemovies.com

James Bond actor Daniel Craig says that 
while he’s already geared up to film his 
third installment in the superspy franchise, 
he does not expect it to be a direct follow-
up to the recent Quantum of Solace. Craig 
told a magazine that he feels that storyline 

is “done,” and would prefer to get back to some of the 
“fun” basics of the Bond series, including the return of 
characters like Q and Miss Moneypenny.

Speaking of superspy franchises, Univer-
sal is moving full speed ahead on a fourth 
entry in its Bourne series. The studio has 
selected the non-Bourne thriller The Par-
sifal Mosaic as the basis for the next film. 
In Mosaic, an American spy falls in love 

with another spy who is revealed to be a double agent just 
before her death. No title has been announced yet.

Box office megastar Will Smith isn’t con-
tent to let two of his recent financial suc-
cesses be left alone. In addition to confirm-
ing that a sequel to this summer’s Hancock 
is “definitely” on its way, Smith has also 

confirmed that a prequel to last year’s I Am Legend is well 
into development, with a script almost finished. The pre-
quel will reportedly focus upon the last days of the human 
race, and the falls of Washington and New York. Yay?

Sigourney Weaver has expressed interest in 
returning to her two most iconic franchises. 
She recently told a magazine that she has 
had several talks with director Ridley Scott 
about reuniting for a fifth Aliens film, and 

confirms that she is in talks for Ghostbusters 3, depending 
on how the script turns out.

Keanu Reeves says that even if the script 
for the upcoming Speed 3 (no, we’re not 
joking) features his Jack Traver character, 
he’s not interested in reprising the role. He 
is open, however, to a third entry in the 

Bill & Ted series, saying he’d be interested in visiting them 
as middle-aged men. Uh, excellent?

BUZZTH
E

Rotten Tomatoes collects the thoughts of dozens of movie reviewers 
across the country and averages their scores into a fresh or rotten 
rating. If a movie gets 60% or higher positive reviews, it is FRESH!

www.ro t ten tomatoes .com
 OPENING DURING THIS ISSUE

NOW PLAYING:
High School Musical 65% Fresh
Australia  . . . . . . 52% Rotten
Punisher  . . . . .  17% Rotten
Quantum of Solace . . . . . 65% Fresh
Transporter 3 . . . 34% Rotten
Changeling  . . . . 23% Rotten
Twilight . . . . . . . 44% Rotten
4 Christmases . .  24% Rotten  
Madagascar 2 . .  59% Rotten

The Day the Earth Stood Still (12/12)
A representative of an alien race that went 
through drastic evolution to survive its own 
climate change, Klaatu, comes to Earth to 
assess whether humanity can prevent the 

environmental damage they have inflicted on their own 
planet. Klaatu himself already has a negative opinion of 
humans, and when barred from speaking to the United 
Nations, he decides they shall be exterminated so the 
planet – with its rare ability to sustain complex life – can 
survive. It is up to a scientist (Jennifer Connelly) to con-
vince him that humans are worth saving.
 

Delgo (12/12)
When Delgo (voice of Freddie Prinze, Jr.), 
a troubled teenager, is framed for a crime 
he didn’t commit, his subsequent prison 
escape leads him and a group of unlikely 

friends on adventure to save two sparring races from a 
common enemy.

Seven Pounds (12/19)
Ben (Will Smith) is an IRS agent who is 
deeply depressed after the death of his wife, 
and he is guilt-ridden for mistakes from his 
past. He decides to kill himself, but also to 

help seven struggling individuals before doing so. When 
he meets Emily (Rosario Dawson), a woman with a 
heart condition, he falls in love with her, complicating 
his plans of suicide. Woody Harrelson also appears as a 
blind pianist who befriends Ben.

The Tale of Despereaux (12/19)
Tiny and graced with oversized ears, Des-
pereaux was born too big for his little world. 
Refusing to live his life cowering, he be-
friends a Princess named Pea and learns 

to read (rather than eat) books -- reveling in stories 
of knights, dragons and fair maidens. Banished from 
Mouseworld for being more man than mouse, Des-
pereaux is rescued by another outcast, Roscuro, who 
also wants to hear the tales.

Yes Man (12/19)
Carl Allen (Jim Carrey) is challenged to say 
yes to everything that comes his way in his 
life for one whole year, leading to a series of 
comic events. Based on the autobiography 

of British humorist Danny Wallace. 

When upscale, happily unmarried San Francisco 
couple Kate and Brad find themselves socked in by 
fog on Christmas morning, their exotic vacation plans 
morph into the family-centric holiday they had, until 
now, gleefully avoided. Out of obligation--and un-
able to escape--they trudge to not one, not two, but 
four relative-choked festivities, increasingly mortified 
to find childhood fears raised, adolescent wounds re-
opened... and their very future together uncertain. As 
Brad counts the hours to when he can get away from 

their parents, step-
parents, siblings 
and an assortment 
of nieces and neph-
ews, Kate is starting 
to hear the ticking 
of a different kind 
of clock. And by 
the end of the day, 
she is beginning to 
wonder if their cra-
zy families’ choices 
are not so crazy af-
ter all.

Ultimately, Four 
Christmases is 
nothing like you’d 

expect from a comedy released around this time -- 
and that’s not a good thing, in this case. It’s painfully 
un-funny, it’s oftentimes offensive, it’s not at all family-
friendly ... it’s just not very good at all. Despite a strong 
cast, including Vince Vaughn, Reese Witherspoon, Jon 
Favreau, Robert Duvall, Mary Steenburgen and Jon 
Voight, the script simply comes up short in every re-
spect imaginable. The plotting is lazy (at best), trotting 
out every holiday-related film cliché that you can pos-
sibly think of, except it makes the tragic mistake of not 
even bothering to refresh them in the slightest, instead 
expecting us to laugh at jokes that were old 20 years 
ago. Even the normally dependable Vaughn and With-
erspoon are completely wasted in their roles (not that 
the roles are much to speak of -- the idea of dropping 
California yuppies into redneck situations was lame 
when Witherspoon did it in Sweet Home Alabama), 
and slapstick humor is a horrible mis-use of their tal-
ent. It’s hard to even recommend Four Christmases as 
a rental. Just pop in Christmas Vacation instead.

Four Christmases - A Film by Seth Gordon (The 
King of Kong: A Fistful of Quarters)

LOCAL
THEATERS
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Day The Earth Stood Still
(PG-13) 
11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20

 

Four Christmases
(PG-13)

12:05, 2:05, 3:50, 5:35, 7:35, 9:25

Twilight
(PG-13)
11:25, 1:55, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40

Australia
(PG-13)

11:45, 3:15, 6:45, 10:00

Bolt
(PG)
12:10, 2:25, 4:30, 6:55, 9:00

Madagascar 2
(PG) 

12:20

  Happy Go Lucky
  (R) 
  2:30, 4:55, 7:25, 9:50

All shows $6 matinees, $8 evenings

monday tacos $1.00 each
two homemade tacos with your choice of shells and meat  
(beef or chicken)

tuesday lunch marinated and grilled pork tenderloin sandwich 
   $5.95 (11am-2pm) includes your choice of side

tuesday 5pm-9pm burger baskets $4.25
hand-pattied angus burger and home-cut fries with cheese $.50, extras $.25 each
choose ground turkey, ground bison or soy for $1.00 more

wednesday philly basket $5.95 (11am-2pm)
sirloin or chicken with sautéed onions, green peppers, and provolone

thursday carmichael basket $5.95 (11am-2pm)
1/2-pound seasoned patty on a toasty hoagie with cheese

friday philly basket $5.95 (11am-2pm)
sirloin or chicken with sautéed onions, green peppers, and provolone

MINDFRAMETHEATERS.COM
Hotline: 563.582.4971
555 John F Kennedy Rd - Behind Kennedy Mall

SHOWTIMES  DEC. 11-17

Across the street from the new Dia-
mond Jo, nestled quietly in the first 
floor of the Star building, there is an-
other story taking shape in Dubuque 
this week: The story behind the story 
of Dubuque’s newest entertainment 
masterpiece. While the bright lights 
and glow of attention shine on the 
Diamond Jo entertainment complex, 
the casino’s parent company, Penin-
sula Gaming, has settled into its new 
corporate headquarters. With 17 em-
ployees, Peninsula itself stands as an 
exciting example of the diversity of 
Dubuque’s corporate growth.

“Some people ask why we moved the 
Diamond Jo’s corporate headquarters 
to Dubuque, but Dubuque has been 
our home since 1999,” says Natalie 
Schramm, Peninsula’s Chief Financial 
Officer. Many Dubuque residents 
have known Natalie as the general 
manager of the Diamond Jo, but what 
many do not know is that until the ar-
rival of new GM Todd Moyer, Nata-
lie did double duty as both GM and 
CFO for Peninsula. 

“Peninsula actually owns three ca-
sinos, the Diamond Jo, Diamond Jo 
Worth that was opened in north Iowa 
in 2006, and the Evangeline Downs 

Racetrack and Casino in Opelousas, 
Louisiana,” says Schramm. Evange-
line Downs is also home to thorough-
bred racing with both a one-mile dirt 
and 7/8 mile turf track with stables for 
980 horses, a grandstand and club-
house seating for 1,295 patrons. 

When asked if she ever has a chance 
to sleep, she laughs and says, “It is 
nice to have Todd as part of the team 
so I can focus on the entire compa-
ny.”

Looking out the window at the new 
Jo, she adds, “I really hope every-
one in Dubuque knows how grateful 
we are that they made this all pos-
sible. Without our success here in 
Dubuque none of this would have 
been possible.”

Her deep gratitude and excitement 
about this newest phase of the Dia-
mond Jo may be better understood 
when you know that of the approxi-
mately forty people who make up the 
ownership of the Diamond Jo, the 
third- and fourth-largest sharehold-
ers live right here in Dubuque. One 
is Peninsula Chief Operations Officer 
Jonathan Swain and the other is as 
Natalie herself. 

“This has always been my hometown 
and after experiencing it himself, 
Jonathan brought his family here as 
well,” says Schramm. “We both love 
it. It’s like watching a dream come to 
life and getting to watch it with all the 
people you care about around you 
every day.”  

If you didn’t know that major Dia-
mond Jo owners live right here in our 
community with us, don’t feel alone. 
Most people don’t. If you met either 
one of them on the street, and you 
likely have, they are as down-to-earth 
as they come. 

“It’s ten years of hard work,” says 
Schramm. “Being with Peninsula 
from the beginning, it feels like we’ve 
grown at other locations in the com-
pany and we’ve finally been able to 
bring it home.  It’s very exciting.”  

When we asked Natalie if we could 
get a photo of them for this story she 
shyly smiled and very politely de-
clined, saying, “I am sure Jonathan 
doesn’t think this story is about us, 
and neither do I; it is about our team 
and our guests. Those are the pictures 
you should take. Those are the people 
that really matter.”  

We snuck a picture of the logo on 
the wall anyway. The story behind 
the story will have to stay right there 
a while longer, but we think when 
you walk through the new casino this 
week you should at least know this: 
The people who made it all possible 
care very much about returning to 
their community the many amazing 
things that we have all made possible 
for them. 
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The Dubuque Museum of Art celebrates 
four new exhibits for the winter season 
with an opening reception Friday, De-
cember 12.  All are currently on display 
and include Warrior and Rider: Selec-
tions from The North American Indian 
by Edward S. Curtis, Lyrical Prints and 
Paintings by Arthur Thrall, Abdul Sinno: 
The Mississippi – Inspiring Panoramas 
of Dubuque and the Tri-State Area, and 
Mauricio Lasansky: Prints from the Col-
lection.  The opening reception, celebrat-
ing all four exhibits is scheduled for 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. 

Warrior and Rider: 
Selections from The North American In-
dian by Edward S. Curtis
Through March 1, 2009 

The Dubuque Museum of Art celebrates 
the preservation of The North American 
Indian by photographer Edward S. Cur-
tis with a special exhibition of select 
images from the expansive volume of 
work.  Originally given to the Dubuque 
community in 1909 by Mrs. Hiram Pond 
Ward, the collection was recently pur-
chased from the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library by a local group, the Dubuque 
Community Preservation Committee, 
ensuring the collection will remain in 

Dubuque to be preserved and exhibited 
at the Dubuque Museum of Art.  

The 20 volume collection documents 
the traditions of a range of North Ameri-
can Indian tribes in encyclopedic text 
and 722 sepia-toned, large-format pho-
togravure prints. The Warrior and Rider 
exhibition will include 49 mostly new 
images, including two volumes never 
before displayed at the museum.  The 
exhibit will focus on the integral and in-
dispensable role horses played in Native 
American life, work, and war. Organized 
by Dubuque Museum of Art, Warrior and 
Rider is sponsored by a grant from the 
Henry Family Foundation.  

Lyrical Prints and Paintings by Arthur Thrall
Through February 15, 2009

Also on display at the museum is the 
artwork of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, artist 
Arthur Thrall.  A printmaker and painter, 
Thrall is influenced by musical scores 
in creating his calligraphic-like work.  
Curvilinear lines flow in rhythmic loops 
across the visual space, creating a vi-
sual form analogous to melody in mu-
sic. Thrall’s engravings and etchings are 
inspired by musical manuscripts and 
antique documents. Critics have com-
mented on his aesthetic saying, “Thrall 
is committed to a classical ideal of pu-

Continued on Page 26.
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New Diggings Christmas AuctionDEC
12-14

The seventh annual Jingle Bell Hop is 
coming Sunday, December 14, from 1 - 4 
p.m. at the Dubuque Country Fairgrounds 
Ballroom! 

The fun festival party is designed from 
children under 10 and their parents. Your 
ticket invites to you join in the reindeer 
games, face painting, balloon sculptures, 
arts and crafts, the bounce house, a DJ 
who plays music you can dance to with 
your kids, singing of Christmas carols dur-
ing a karaoke session, hot chocolate and 

cookies. Paul Connor from EZ Sell USA, 
Liz Picker from Super Hits 106.1 and Carl 
Driscoll (D.J.) will help host the event. 

In addition to all of that, any Christmas 
event will naturally, indubitably feature 
a visit from Santa, a treat bag from Santa 
and you can also get your pictures taken 
with Santa by the Dubuque365, which 
will be available later for download on 
Dubuque365.com, which has been a 
proud sponsor of the event for many, 
many years. 

Advance tickets are just $2 and available 
at Big Ten Marts, St. Mars and many area 
schools or $4 at the door. What a packed 
day of fun for such a small price! One 
note, though: Parents, please accompany 
your children to the event. 

The crowd of kids is always amazing ev-
ery year the the smiles are huge. Proceeds 
benefit St. Mark Community Center. Once 
again, a host of Tri-State businesses pitched 
in once again to make it all possible, in-
cluding EZ Sell USA, Scion Services, Hy-
Vee, Molo Oil, Carl & Sue Droessler, LT 
Amusements, and many other friends and 
community partners.

How long has it been since you’ve 
made your way up to New Diggings? It’s 
probably been too long. Even if it was 
just yesterday, it’s still been too long. So 
you should think about making plans to 
check out the fourth annual New Dig-
gings Christmas Auction from Friday - 
Sunday, December 12 - 14!

The silent auction begins on Friday, De-
cember 12, and the live auction kicks 
off at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 14. A 

check presentation to area charities at 5 
p.m. will follows the live auction. 

It should be a fun time had by all. It’ll be 
held at the New Diggings General Store 
and Inn (they have great pulled pork 
sandwiches out there), and it’s honestly 
pretty hard to argue with spending some 
time with the crowd up there!

All proceeds from the event will benefit 
the Hazel Green Food Pantry and the 

Benton School District’s Empty 
Stocking Fund. Last year alone, 
the New Diggings Christmas Auc-
tion provided $850 to the Hazel 
Green Food Pantry, $850 to the 
Benton School District Empty 
Stocking Fund, a $400 Benton 
Scholarship and a $400 Shulls-
burg scholarship. 

So you get to go out, have a good 
time, meet up with Big Red and 
support your local communities. 
What better way is there to spend 
a Sunday?

The 7th Annual Jingle Bell Hop
DEC
14



Saturday, December 13

Jabberbox
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

98 in the Shade
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Stoneheart
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Shaun Cavanaugh
Star Ultra Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Nutsy Turtle
Mooney Hollow, 9 PM - 1 AM

Okham’s Razor
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

BuzzBerries
Silver Dollar, 10 PM - 2 AM

Taste Like Chicken
Lux Club, 10 PM - 2 AM

Sunday, December 14

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook, 7 - 11 PM

Tuesday, December 16

Open Jazz Jam
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Six-Strings Open Mic
Star Ultra Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Wednesday, Dec. 17

Laura & Robby
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 19

Mary Mabusth
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Bobby Vee
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 
12 AM

The Legends
DBQ Driving Range, 8 
PM - 12 AM

Apple Dumplin’s
Softtails, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melanie Devaney
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Do Overs
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Okham’s Razor
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

Shame Train
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

John Moran
Ground Round, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mighty Short Bus
Murph’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

98 in the Shade
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, Dec. 20

Melanie Devaney
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Thursday, Dec. 11

Cheap Trick
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Tribe of Two
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Laura & Robby
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 12

Roy Schroedl
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Rosalie Morgan
Da Vinci’s, 7 - 11 PM

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Denny Garcia
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Nothin’ but Dylan
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, December 12

Daylight Savings Account
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Comfortably One
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

John Moran
Ground Round, 9 PM - 1 AM

Apple Dumplin’s
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mississippi Band
Murph’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Taste Like Chicken
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, December 13

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker
Sundown, 2 - 6 PM

Saturday, December 13

Jill Duggan
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM

Richter Scale 4.0
DBQ Driving Range, 8 PM - 12 AM

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Dan Heim
Cornerstone, 9 PM - 12 AM

Artie & the Pink Catillacs
Dog House, 9 PM - 1 AM

Falling Within
Softtails, 9 PM - 1 AM

Anthony Gomes
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Charlie Parr
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM



180 Main Restaurant & Pub
180 Main Street, Dubuque • 563-584-1702
180main.com

Ace’s Place
107 Main St W. Epworth, IA • 563-876-9068

Anton’s Saloon
New Diggings, Wisconsin • 608-965-4881

Bricktown
299 Main Street, Dubuque •563-582-0608
bricktowndubuque.com

Captain Merry
399 Sinsinwa Ave., East Dbq, IL • 815-747-3644
captainmerry.com

Catfish Charlies
1630 E. 16th St, Dubuque • 563-582-8600
catfishcharliesonline.com

Courtside
2095 Holiday Drive, Dubuque • 563-583-0574

Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W. Cascade, IA • (563) 852-3378

Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury, Rd. •(563) 557-0880

Diamond Jo Casino
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100
diamondjo.com

Dino’s Backside (Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa East Dubuque  •(815) 747-9049

Dirty Ernie’s
201 1st St NE, Farley, IA  • 563-744-4653

Dog House Lounge
1646 Asbury, Dubuque • (563) 556-7611

Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S. Main. Cuba City, WI • 608-744-2404

Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S. Jefferson St., Lancaster, WI • 608-723-7676

Dubuque Driving Range
John Deere Road, Dubuque • 563-556-5420

Dubuque Greyhound Park & Casino
1855 Greyhound park Road • 563-582-3647
dgpc.com

Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive, Dubuque • (563) 582-6498

Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 North, Dubuque • 563-552-2494

Five Flags Civic Center
405 Main Street • 563-589-4254 Tix: 563-557-8497

Gin Rickey’s
1447 Central Ave, Dubuque •563-583-0063 
myspace.com/ginrickeys

Gobbie’s
219 N Main St, Galena IL• 815-777-0243

Grand Harbor Resort
350 Bell Street, Dubuque • 563-690-4000
grandharborresort.com

Grape Escape
233 S. Main St., Galena, IL • 815.776.WINE
grapeescapegalena.com

The Hub
253 Main St., Dubuque •563-556-5782
myspace.com/thehubdbq

Irish Cottage
9853 US Hwy 20, Galena, Illinois • 815.776.0707
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Isabella’s @ the Ryan House
1375 Locust Street, Dubuque • 563-585-2049
isabellasbar.com

Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge St, Dubuque • 563-556-6100
myspace.com/jumpersdbq

Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave., Dubuque • 563-583-5044

Leo’s Pub / DaVinci’s
395 W. 9th St., Dubuque • 563-582-7057
davincisdubuque.com

M-Studios
223 Diagonal Street, Galena, IL • 815-777-6463
m-studios.org

Mississippi Moon Bar
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100
diamondjo.com

Monk’s Coffee Shop
373 Bluff St, Dubuque • 563.585-0919

Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Highway 52 S. Green Island, IA
(563) 682-7927 / (563) 580-9494

Murph’s South End
55 Locust St. Dubuque • Phone 563-556-9896

New Diggings
2944 County Road W, Benton, WI • 608-965-3231
newdiggs.com

Noonan’s North
917 Main St. Holy Cross, IA  • 563-870-2235

Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E. Main St., Platteville, WI • 608-348-3136

Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd, Dubuque • 563-582-0221

Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd. Hazel Green, WI
608-748-4728

Silver Dollar Cantina
Main Street, Dubuque, 563-556-4558

Softtails
10638 Key West Drive, Key West, IA • 563-582-0069

Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge (2nd Floor)
600 Star Brewery Drive, Pot of Dubuque •  
563.556.4800  www.dbqstar.com

Stone Cliff Winery
600 Star Brewery Dr., Port of Dubuque • 
563.583.6100
stonecliffwinery.com

Sublime
3203 Jackson St., Dubuque • 563-582-4776

Thums Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH, Kieler, WI  •608-568-3118

GET ON THE LIST
If you feature live entertainment and would like to be 
included in our Venue Finder, please drop us a line...
info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.

Saturday, Dec. 20

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 

AM

Kevin Beck/John-
nie Walker
Spirits, 8 PM - 12 
AM

Ken Wheaton
Cornerstone, 9 PM 
- 12 AM

John Moran
Grape Escape, 9 

PM - 12 AM

DRILL
Softtails, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabberbox
Courtside, 9 PM - 1 AM

Rocket Surgeons
The Hub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Shaun Cavanaugh
Star Ultra Lounge, 9 PM - 1 
AM

Menace
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Rumors, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mixed Emotions
Bulldogs, 9 PM - 1 AM

ochOsol
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jammer
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, Dec. 20

BuzzBerries
Dagwood’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Denny & the Folk-Ups
Silver Dollar, 10 PM - 2 AM

Sunday, Dec. 21

Laura & the Longhairs
Sandy Hook, 7 - 11 PM

Minneapolis Henrys
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Tuesday, Dec. 23

Open Jazz Jam
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Six-String Open Mic
Star Ultra Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, Dec. 26

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Okham’s Razor
Perfect Pint, 8 PM - 12 AM

Paul McHugh
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Red N Deb’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Scott Waterhouse
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE FINDER

Saturday, Dec. 27

Collective Soul
Diamond Jo, 8 PM

Paul McHugh
Irish Cottage, 8 PM - 12 AM

Dan Heim
Cornerstone, 8 PM - 12 AM

Shaun Cavanaugh
Star Ultra Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dave Zollo
Silver Dollar, 9 PM - 1 AM

Alma Sub Rosa
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around
Desperados, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, Dec. 26

Horsin’ Around
Dagwood’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

River & the Tributaries
180 Main, 9 PM - 1 AM

Denny & the Folk-Ups
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Stoneheart
Murph’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Do Overs
Sandy Hook, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, Dec. 27

Denny Troy
Sundown, 2 - 6 PM

Jill Duggan
Stone Cliff, 7 - 11 PM



HEY! SOMEONE BUY US SOME NEW MUSIC GEAR. WE’RE POOR!
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Isabella’s Entertainment
Now that we’ve gotten snow that stayed 
for more than a couple hours, I think it’s 
official – it’s winter (regardless of the cal-
endar). So get over it and enjoy the holi-
days and all that the cozy underground 
Ryan House lounge has to offer.

Daylight Savings Account
Friday, December 12
Daylight Savings Account is playing its 

first Dubuque gig since the release of its 
EP Phone Home EP at the Voices Ware-
house Gallery last June. Daylight Savings 
Account draws on a variety of influences 
from classic hard rock, prog-rock, and 
psychedelia to more modern strains of 
indie rock. The group avoids channeling 
any one genre as young bands sometimes 
do, instead integrating their various influ-
ences into a layered, complex sound that 
is their own. Isabella’s owner Chad Wit-
thoeft says, “Daylight Savings Account 
have continued to evolve, and improve. 
Adam Hartig is one of the most natural 
vocal talents eastern Iowa has seen in re-
cent years.”

Charlie Parr
Saturday, December 13
American folk and country blues master 
Charlie Parr returns to the intimate sur-
roundings of Isabella’s for more songs. 
The Duluth, Minnesota, musician/singer/
songwriter with an impressive back cat-
alog channels legendary bluesmen in 
his original music, which he performs 
on National resonator guitar, a fretless 
open-back banjo, and a 12-string guitar. 
Parr is the real deal. Plus, Isabella’s has 
$1.50 pints of PBR. That’s what I’m talkin’ 
about.

Melanie Devaney
With Feast of Mutton
Friday, December 19
Melanie Devaney, formerly known as 
Melanie Sue Mausser, is back from Nash-
ville with a new EP of original tunes and 
a series of dates, including an appearance 
at Isabella’s.  Her EP is an advance release 
of a full-length CD Happy, Lucky, Lost & 
Free, set for release in spring 2009.  Al-
ways a talented songwriter and singer, 
the new EP shows off Devaney’s flair for 
folksy Americana with a polished, profes-
sional approach.  The standout track for 
me was “Last Glass of Love” with its jazzy 
Latin rhythm.  An award-winning song-
writer, Devaney is poised for even greater 
success.  Also performing will be Feast of 
Mutton, a relatively new collaboration 
between Eric Balayti and Shawn Healy.  
Feast of Mutton explores gypsy folk melo-
dies in a more modern context.  

Minneapolis Henrys
Sunday, December 21 
Isabella’s hosts Chicago band The Minne-
apolis Henrys for a special Sunday show-
case on December 21.  The three princi-
ple members – singer/guitarist Jai Henry, 
drummer Ian Tsan, and bassist Brandon 
Stein met in high school and all eventu-
ally found their way to Chicago where the 

band was formed.  Making leads into the 
city’s art and underground music scene, 
the trio eventually recruited cellist Katy 
Myers, completing the tight, poppy Min-
neapolis Henrys sound.  Fans of Heavenly 
States should check out the Henrys.  

Denny & The Folkups
Friday, December 26
The Voice of Midwest Music Makers, 
Denny Garcia, brings his band show to 
the Ryan House basement.  With a revolv-
ing cast of Folkups, you never know who 
might be joining Denny onstage (often 
Tims, the occasional Shawn, Andy, or Jim-
my) but the band setup allows Garcia to 
flex his electric muscles and cover tunes 
that range from his originals and folk fa-
vorites like Dylan to rock classics and 
the occasional psychedelic number that 
sometimes wanders from the path.  If you 
didn’t get the present you wanted under 
the tree, you just might find it here.
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Silver Dollar Cantina
Upcoming Entertainment

Egad!  Even more holidays!  Never fear, the 
Dollar is here to provide an escape from the 
house full of relatives with a cold beer and 
something even more entertaining than fam-
ily drama.  Here’s what is around the corner.  

Buzzberries
Saturday, December 13
We admit, there’s been some confusion.  Are 
these guys still the Dingleberries or are they 
now the Buzzberries? Does it matter?  Putting 
the “buzz” in your “dingle” and the “party” 
in “party rock” the Dingleberries … we mean 
Buzzberries bring the rock to the Silver Dol-
lar’s Saturday night.  Berries fans know the 
poop.  

Denny Garcia and Friends
Saturday, December 20
Denny Garcia and Friends … well that kin-
da leaves it wide open, doesn’t it?  I mean 
with Denny being the traveling troubadour 
that he is, he has friends all over the place.  
How many people can they fit on that stage 
anyway?  Well, whomever ends up on stage 
with Denny, you can be sure Mr. Garcia will 
be playing first rate tunes and telling a few 
stories along the way.  You should stop in for 
a while.  And while you’re at it, don’t forget 
to listen to his Midwest Music Makers radio 

show on 97.3 KGRR, Fridays at 5:30 and Sat-
urdays at 5:00.  

David Zollo & The Body Electric
Saturday, December 27
Honky-tonk piano bluesman David Zollo was 
a regular performer back in the Dollar’s hey-
day, sometimes with his band and sometimes 
sitting in with other performers like, oh … say, 
Bo Ramsey.  The things we used to take for 
granted… Well there’s no use in sitting home 
stewing in reminiscence or regrets.   Get your 
butt down to the Dollar and relive a little of 
the old days right here in the midst of the now.  
Better yet, live the now right now.  Bo might 
be off living the life of the elder statesman of 
understated blues guitar, but Dave’s right here 
at the Dollar with his band The Body Electric, 
kickin’ off his shoes, pounding the ivories, 
and singing like nobody’s business.  

Latin New Year’s Eve with ochOsol
December 31
You know how when you’re watching a ro-
mantic comedy, you can pretty much figure 
out in the first few scenes how the two leads 
are destined to be together? You might not 
be sure how it’s going to happen, but by the 
time the credits roll, if not “happily ever after” 
somebody is at least spinning someone else 
around in slow motion. Well, I’m not sure 
who is the hero or ingénue is in this scenario, 
and the spinning in slow motion could have 
been the Cuervo, but suffice it to say that by 
the end of the first episode where Cantina 
meets Latin Rock Band …  well, there was 
love in the room.  I can only speak for the 
band, but we finally found a place that likes 
Santana, Los Lobos, and tequila as much as 
we do.  

So to say that we were thrilled that the Can-
tina invited us back for a second date, uh, 
I mean gig, and New Year’s Eve no less! … 
well that would be the understatement of 
what’s left of the year.  All drawn out analo-
gies aside, the ochOsol Latin New Year’s Eve 
at the Silver Dollar promises to be one heck 
of a party.  We’re still working out the details, 
but you can probably expect all of the usual 
New Year’s Eve party features with a Latin 
twist. ochOsol might even bring some guest 
players to kick it up a notch.  Stick around for 
the love scene.  



“Holiday Spirit in Dubuque!”
By Mayor Roy D. Buol

People worldwide celebrate holidays. Al-
though the word “holiday” literally means 
“holy day,” most American holidays are 
now celebrated in reflective traditions.  In 
fact, in the United States, the word “holi-
day” is synonymous with “celebration.”  
And Dubuque has its own set of traditions, 
both comforting in their familiarity and 
binding in their repetition.  As in the past, 
festivities continue throughout the holiday 
season as Dubuque sparkles with holiday 
displays and house parties and galas.  Fa-
miliar are the bell ringers and organiza-
tions reminding us of the true “spirit of 
Christmas.”  

A new tradition in the making was the first-
ever visit by the Canadian Pacific Holiday 
Train whose mission is to invite communi-
ties to gather for a free holiday concert in 
return for a donation of food products to 
each community’s local Food Pantry. The 
brightly LED-lit Holiday Train was wel-
comed to the Hawthorne Street crossing 
in Dubuque’s North End by hundreds and 
as the snow fell, the Holiday Train Band 
entertained, and citizens of all ages joined 
together in familiar holiday carols. Along 
with the donation of $2,500 from the Hol-
iday Train, citizens were indeed generous 
with donations to our local Food Pantry, 
helping to bring comfort to families in 
need during this holiday season. 

A familiar Dubuque tradition is the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra’s Annual 
Holiday Pops Concert!  For the second 
year, I was most honored to join with my 
friend and familiar radio personality Paul 
Hemmer to emcee the 23rd Holiday Pops 
Celebration at the Five Flags Theatre in 
downtown Dubuque! Favorite musical 
pieces and several new arrangements by 
Paul Hemmer framed the concert perfor-
mance, and sharing the stage with the 
DSO (directed by Maestro William Intril-
ligator) was the Dubuque Chorale (direct-
ed by Francis John Vogt); the Hempstead 
High School Concert Choir (directed by 
Terry Slade); Members of the Heartland 
Ballet; Soloists Steve & Terry Slade, Mark 
Oppendahl, and Laura Southworth.   
The weekend’s performances were sold 
out and the audiences gave a standing 
ovation to the Hempstead choir’s a-capella 

performance that featured Tenor Hayden 
Kraus!  Megan MacLeod and Shelby Eaton 
danced selections from The Nutcracker 
ballet; Terry and Steve Slade brought their 
beautiful voices and personalities to such 
favorites as “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” and 
“It Happened in Sun Valley.” A sensitive 
and touching performance by Steve Slade 
and Mark Oppendahl with Bing Crosby’s 
and David Bowie’s “Peace on Earth and 
Little Drummer Boy,” and the incredibly 
beautiful operatic delivery of “O Holy 
Night” by Laura Southworth brought tears 
to many eyes in the audience.

It was endearing to witness the big eyes 
and wide smiles of so many children upon 
Santa’s arrival and when joining with their 
parents in the “sing-along” portions of the 
program with such Christmas favorites as 
White Christmas, Rudolf the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, Rocking 
Around the Christmas Tree, Silent Night, 
and O Come All Ye Faithful! Paul and I en-
joyed a dialogue reminiscent of the old-
time radio shows; I was invited to give a 
solo performance of “Do You Hear What 
I Hear” and later Santa and I performed a 
duet with “Mistletoe & Holly” … a won-
derful spirited concert was enjoyed by all!  

My gratitude goes to William Intrilligator, 
Paul Hemmer, DSO President Jeff Gold-
smith, our remarkable DSO, and all the 
talented performers for sharing their stage 
with me!  To Medical Associates which has 
sponsored the Holiday Pops for the past 
23 years, thank you for helping to serve 
our community and enrich lives.  A time 
to care and a time to share…that’s holiday 
spirit in Dubuque!

IT’S NOT THE HOLIDAYS WITHOUT A VISIT FROM THE BIG RED MACHINE, SANTA

DECEMBER 11 - 25
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Oasis
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago •December 12

Trans-Siberian Orchestra
i Wireless Center, Moline •December 13

Celtic Thunder
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago •December 17

BoDeans
Barrymore Theater, Madison • December 26

Metallica
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago • January 26-27

Brad Paisley & Dierks Bentley 
i Wireless Center, Moline • January 30

Motley Crüe
i Wireless Center, Moline •February 11

George Thorogood
Barrymore Theater, Madison • February 27

David Cassidy
Rosemont Theatre, Chicago • March 28

Styx
Wisconsin Dells •April 24

December 20 marks the official beginning 
of the winter season and the Solstice – the 
longest night of the year.  To celebrate the 
return of the light, a group of artists and 
“light-hearted” people have organized a 
one-night exhibit “exploring light in art.”  
illumiNation will be held at the Dubuque 
Art Center, the art studio and exhibition 
space formerly known as the Brick Oven 
Studio at 120 East 9th Street.  

Organizers invite everyone to join in the 
celebration, beginning at 8 p.m., by bring-

ing a favorite beverage and a “light” snack 
to share.  illumiNation is a unified effort of 
contributing artists, Wilmac Property Co., 
Dubuque Art Center, Cre8 Studios, and 
other light-hearted people.

candles are a gift of light
a tiny sun, a bit of star,

no other dancer in the night
dances with such sheer delight

little souls serene and bright
each a glimpse of what we are

shining innocent and pure

illumiNation Light in ArtDEC
20



There is a scene in The Godfather Part II 
where Michael Corleone is talking to Hy-
man Roth. The mob finally had what they 
had always dreamed of, a cooperative rela-
tionship with an accommodating govern-
ment. He turns to Michael and with a radi-
ant look on his face says, “Michael, we’re 
bigger than U. S. Steel.”

The fascinating story of how the mob got 
there is the subject of Havana Nocturne by 
T. J. English. It’s got everything you what 
or need in a book except the comfortable 
chair, a fireplace, and a good German beer. 
If you can supply some or all of those then 
you have yourself one enjoyable read.

I’m a sucker for books about the mob. Hav-
ing grown up on the South Side of Chicago, 
wise guys and blues music were unavoid-
able. I can only guess that my family was 
more than a little relieved when I showed a 
greater interest in Muddy Waters than Sam 
Giancana.

The character of Hyman Roth in The God-
father Part II was a very thinly disguised 
version of Meyer Lansky. Lansky was a fi-
nancial and organizational genius. If his 
background had been just a little bit dif-
ferent, he might very well have been the 
CEO of U. S. Steel instead of heading the 
most successful criminal organization of 
the 20th century. He turned a large group 
of unrelated criminal activities into an 
organized big business. It had a board of 
directors, diversified profit centers, sophis-
ticated distribution channels and a mission 
statement that set out a code of behavior 
that was strictly adhered to by the rank and 
file. That code also happened to include 
murder, extortion, and torture but, really, 
what well-run company doesn’t?

Lansky was shrewd and, as it has been 
said, he always made money for his part-
ners. Happily for Mr. Lansky his partner in 
Cuba was none other than Fulgencio Ba-
tista, the brutal dictator of the island. This 
relationship allowed Lansky to marginalize 

any other organization that wanted in on 
the stunning amounts of cash cascading 
into mob coffers. Havana Nocturne details 
that relationship in all its juicy corruption.

In the book Mr. English recounts a story 
from that time, epitomizing how brilliant 
Lansky was in dealing with the removal of 
his rivals. A number of small time gangsters 
were running competing casinos in Ha-
vana. They ran a con called the razzle-daz-
zle. It cheated tourists out of their money. 
At some point the cheating got remarkably 
obvious and the word got around that, if 
you wanted to gamble, Havana was just one 
big clip joint. Batista brought in Lansky to 
clean up the mess. The old, traditional way 
the mob would have handled this problem 
would have been to round up these mooks. 
People would, then, have been surprised to 
hear that these guys were all on a fishing 
trip way out in the Caribbean when, unex-
pectedly, their boat sank, and as shocking 
as it may seem, all hands were lost.

Not Lansky!

He acquired controlling interest in a ca-

sino and then brought in very competent 
people to run the place. Lansky knew that 
you didn’t have to cheat people to make 
a lot of money in the casino business. The 
odds were already stacked in your favor. 
His casino quickly got a reputation as an 
honest place to gamble. In March of 1953 
the Saturday Evening Post published an 
exposé on cheating in the Cuban casinos. 
Lansky’s casino was mentioned as the only 
well-run, honest game in town. The tour-
ists abandoned all the other razzle-dazzle 
joints. The small-time bosses back in the 
states took care of Lansky’s problem for 
him without Lansky having to lift a finger 
and you know how.

Of course, there is a third looming figure 
in Mr. English’s Havana Nocturne, a char-
ismatic lawyer who came from a wealthy 
family, educated at good schools, with rev-
olution on his mind: Fidel Alejandro Cas-
tro Ruz. If Batista’s rule hadn’t been quite 
so sadistic, and his administration quite so 
thoroughly corrupt, Castro might not have 
gained the kind of purchase he did in the 
hearts and minds of the Cuban people. 
What Castro said was given form when 
the hordes of poor Cubans stood by and 

watched all the rich 
folks covered in jew-
els, strolling without 
a care into those ca-
sinos.

The mob’s presence 
in Cuba certainly 
gave Castro more ammunition, but it was 
Batista himself whose rule brought Fidel 
Castro’s troops into Havana that January 
day in 1959. There were wild celebrations 
in the street, the people were ecstatic. They 
thought they had taken their country back 
from an evil demigod. In short order the 
mob hightailed it out of Cuba. The spewing, 
wide-open fire hydrant of cash was closed 
and Lansky was not very happy about it. 
He eventually put a $1,000,000 bounty on 
Castro’s head.

Meanwhile, back in Cuba, Castro insisted 
he wasn’t a Communist. The people loved 
him but not for long. To paraphrase a Pete 
Townsend lyric, when the people of Cuba 
got to meet the new Boss they came to the 
shocking conclusion that he was the same 
as the old Boss. The only difference: Batista 
didn’t have a beard.

JUST WHEN BOB THINKS HE’S OUT, WE PULL HIM BACK IN
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Integrity
How do you act when no one is look-
ing? Do you speed up and slip through 
that yellow light? Do you throw your 
wrapper on the ground? Do you tell 
that little bitty lie? Each day your in-
tegrity is tested. Some tests are very 
big while others seem less important. 
Although most of your daily tests may 
not be big, your integrity is determined 
as much by the little tests as they are 
by the big ones. How you act when no 
one is looking determines your integ-
rity.

Integrity means putting character over 
personal gain. It is sticking to your 
own personal code of conduct and 
being accountable for your actions. 
Someone with integrity doesn’t com-
promise their beliefs. You know where 
they stand. Lies and manipulation do 
not exist. Having integrity is a lot like 
being pregnant. Either you’re pregnant, 
or you’re not. There’s no such thing as 
being a little bit pregnant. There is also 
no such thing as having a little bit of 
integrity. Either you have it, or you 
don’t.

Having integrity is not a matter of con-

venience. People are quick to judge 
and criticize others who lack integrity 
and then are just as prone to compro-
mise their own code of conduct when 
it’s convenient. Showing up late, cheat-
ing on a test, lying, and even internet 
shopping for personal items on com-
pany time all show lack of integrity. 
When you compromise your personal 
code of conduct, integrity takes a back 
seat. 

If you are a person with integrity, your 
life will be free of confusion. You have 
nothing to cover up and no guilt. In-
tegrity allows you to hold your head 
up high and look people in the eye. 
When you stick to what you know is 
right, you win. When you live with in-
tegrity, you succeed.  

Making choices based on your person-
al code of conduct can be a struggle. 
The freedom that comes from mak-
ing the right choices—both small and 
large—is worth the struggle. Commit-
ment to integrity is a vital part of life. 
Alan Simpson put it this way: “If you 
have integrity, nothing else matters. If 
you don’t have integrity, nothing else 
matters.” Integrity isn’t just what you 
do; it is who you are and how you act 
when no one is looking.

“If” vs. “When”
The attitude you have determines how 
you talk. Listen to yourself and people 
around you over the next couple of days. 
How often do you hear the word if? If 
is a feeble word used for something that 
might happen. If I lose 10 pounds – if I 
get a new car – if I quit smoking. When 
is a powerful word used for something 
that will happen. When I lose 10 
pounds – when I get a new car – when 
I quit smoking. The attitude you have 

determines how you talk. How you talk 
can also determine your attitude.

This is the time of year when employers 
and employees sit down and set personal 
goals. Often these goals include improving 
one’s speaking skills and presentation 
skills. Whether you are looking for some 
professional one-on-one coaching or you 
are looking for a group program for your 
staff, I have just the program for you. Why 
not consider scheduling a customized 
program for you and your staff today! 
563-773-matt or matt@mattbooth.com. 

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip
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For probably the first time in her 13.5 years 
of life, Aletheia asked, “Daddy, can you 
take me to work with you tomorrow?”

Sure, my daughter had gone to work with 
me at Lighthouse CD Express, a music 
shop I formerly owned on “pawn row” in 
downtown Dubuque. She had been to my 
office in Platteville when I was the editor 
of a weekly newspaper in southwest Wis-
consin before my job here at 365. And she 
has often sat at home with me while I’ve 
written articles for publications around the 
country.

But this time—just the night before, in 
fact—I had read to my daughter my most 
recent 365 column about overseeing sal-
vage operations at Cinema Center 8, and 
my little girl suddenly wanted to see for 
herself the theater that had apparently im-
pacted her father’s life for two decades lon-
ger than she has even been alive.

Aletheia was wide-eyed as we entered the 
vacated theater that morning. She tugged at 
the tails of my coat as we explored dark-
ened hallways, projection rooms and the-
ater spaces.

“Did you and Mommy ever see a movie 
here?”

“Why are they tearing this building 
down?”

“What happened to all the seats?”

Meanwhile, when I had met with property 
owner Nick Yiannias just a few days ear-
lier, he had a question of his own for me: 
“Why in the world did I let those people 
convince me to plant APPLE trees outside 
my theater?”

Rotting apples were lying along the side-

walks and parking lots, 
as I’m sure they’d done 
every autumn since the 
facility was first con-
structed. “Do you know 
anyone with some wild 
hogs that could clean 
up this mess for me?” he 
joked.

Nick remembers when 
the west-end of Dubuque 
was much different than 
it is today. Rather than 
being the epicenter of 
economic activity in the 
Key City, nearly anything 

west of our bluff-tops was farmland, and I’m 
told a fairly common belief in our city just 
four decades ago was that the downtown 
was for business and the west end was for 
residences.

But after working with a reluctant city gov-
ernment in those early years while search-
ing for approval for his speculative com-
mercial developments along John F. Kenned 
Road, today Nick has nothing but positives 
for the current economic development and 
planning staff at City Hall. And of course, 
looking back over four decades of success 
at Cinema Center 8, he has many positive 
remembrances of the good-old days at that 
location.

Nick says one of his highlights at the the-
ater was when Sylvester Stallone himself 
appeared on-site during the debut show-
ing of the first Rocky movie in 1976 (he 
was in town for the filming of F.I.S.T. at the 
time) and mimicking his on-screen boxing 
moves in the rear of the room while patrons 
gawked. 

“I asked him to go over to Kennedy Mall 
and encourage shoppers to come see the 
movie at my theater,” recalls Nick, “but he 
said he had already been over to the mall 
and about had his clothes ripped off.

“He said, ‘There’s no way I’m ever going 
over there again!’”

Just last week, I sat down for lunch with 
Nick at the Village Inn. I munched on a 
buffalo chicken sandwich as he enjoyed 
a salad while recounting memories of 40 
years overseeing the movie-house at 75 
Kennedy Road—the first multiplex theater 
in the state of Iowa.

“When I came back from Korea, I knew I 

was going to be in business here because 
my father started the movie business in 
1920, so I just kind of carried it on,” he ex-
plained. “I knew that things were changing, 
though, and the old (single-screen) theaters 
downtown were not going to be the thing 
of the future.”

Sure enough, the 190-seat Capitol closed in 
1950, the 550-seat Avon went out of busi-
ness in 1955, The Orpheum was earmarked 
for demolition in 1969 (but later saved 
from the wrecking ball and converted into 

an arts facility), the 600-seat Grand The-
ater showed its last film in 1986 (reopen-
ing shortly thereafter as a live performance 
center), and even the Dubuque Drive-In—
located at the site of the current ShopKo 
and also operated by Nick’s family—was 
shuttered in 1985.

Nick turned out being a prophet when it 
came to the future of multiplex theaters, 
and the four-decade-long success of his fa-
cility at 75 Kennedy Road bears testimony 
to that fact.

I SAW TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE AT THAT THEATER!
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LEMONHEADS AND SWEET-TARTS OR BUST, BABY!
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Resolve Now to 
Have a Healthy New Year

Here’s an idea.  Make your resolutions in 
December and set yourself up for success 
in January!  Why follow the national trend 
of gaining 5-10 pounds over the holidays?  
It sure sets you up for more work and frus-
tration when January rolls around.  If you 
think about enjoying the holidays with 
some restraint this year, you can be ready 
to take on some new eating habits next 
year.  Did you know that it takes about 30 
days of practice to adopt a new habit?  Start 
now and you’ll certainly be ready for suc-
cessful change in 2009.

Now, we’re not talking about not enjoy-
ing food this December.  The suggestion is 
just to think about your eating habits and 
change some now before you gain the holi-
day pounds.  For example, before you go 
to a party, eat a well-balanced, light meal.  
You won’t be “starving” when you get there 
and you’ll be able to enjoy less of the fat-
tening foods at parties.  This is especially 
true when a whole buffet is set up.  Just 
take a small plate and vow to make one trip 
through.  Select tiny portions so you can 
still taste everything but you won’t have to 
fill up because you’re already full.

As you eat those tiny portions, savor every 
bite. Chew your food slowly and enjoy the 
flavor.  When you’re done, put the plate in 
the sink and go talk to friends and family.  
Locate yourself away from the buffet.

Choose leaner foods to reduce calo-
ries.  Beef and pork should have little vis-
ible fat.  Skin can be removed from chicken 
and turkey.  Choose low- or non-fat dairy 
products.  Load up on more fruits and veg-
etables.

Snack wisely.  Have fruits and vegeta-

bles ready-to-eat in the refrigerator or on 
the counter.  You don’t need to bake every 
type of holiday cookie known to man to 
enjoy this time of year.  Leave the baking to 
someone else and don’t have the goodies 
all over.  Remember, you’re setting yourself 
up for success.  You’re not trying to see how 
much willpower you have to not eat your 
favorite sweet that’s right in front of you.

Stay fit. Look for extra opportunities to 
get outside and burn some calories.  Per-
haps you volunteer to shovel snow.  Maybe 
as the kids get covered up with coats and 
scarves, you decide to make a snowman 
with them.  Show them how to make snow 
angels.  Warm up afterwards with some 
chicken noodle soup or low-fat hot choco-
late.

De-stress at every opportunity. Un-
fortunately, the holidays are often stressful.  
What does stress do to your health habits?  
It usually foils them. It takes over your good 
judgment leaving you at the mercy of com-
fort foods.  Not this year!  Learn to recog-
nize your stress level.  Maybe it’s your tone 
of voice.  Maybe it’s trying to read the same 
paragraph five times.  Maybe it’s hearing 
everyone speak at once but not really lis-
tening to anyone.  That’s when you need to 
relax.  Take a five-minute time-out for your-
self.  Get away from the crowd.  Breathe 
deeply and relax your muscles.  Close your 
eyes and remember what you’re thankful 
for.  When you return to your family, they’ll 
wonder why you look so refreshed.

The last thing I’d like to recommend is to 
forgive yourself.  Even if you try to make 

some changes now to avoid holiday weight 
gain but you find yourself losing every 
challenge, that’s OK.  Punishing yourself 
only adds more stress.  Realize you’re a hu-
man being and you have the opportunity 
every moment of every day to make a bet-
ter choice next time.

‘Tis the Season 
for Holiday Desserts

The holidays are full of smells and fla-
vors with wonderful desserts and sweets. 
Holiday treats can present a challenge 
for many, especially if you are trying to 
maintain a healthy weight during the 
holidays. The dessert alone will not “do 
you in” during the holidays. It’s a combi-
nation of eating too much food (calories) 
and not getting enough exercise. You can 
have some of your favorite pumpkin pie 
or sugar cookie; just don’t overdo it. Here 
are a few easy tips to lower the calories 
in your favorite holiday desserts:
Lighten your desserts by using these sub-
stitutions:
-Use a sweetener, such as Splenda, in 
place of all or part of the sugar.    Splenda 
works well to sweeten pie fillings, pud-
dings, cranberries.
-Use egg whites or egg substitute in place 
of whole eggs.
-Reduce the amount of chocolate chips 
or nuts by 25%.
-Use evaporated skim milk in place of 
evaporated milk.
-Use fat-free cream cheese in place of 
cream cheese.
-Use fat-free half-and-half in place of 
regular half-and-half.
-Use fat-free whipped cream in place of 
regular whipped cream.
-Have a fruit pie with one crust instead 
of two.
Cut desserts into smaller portions.
-Cut pies into 10 pieces rather than 8 
pieces. This will cut both the calories and 
the fat. 
-Make individual servings to help with 
portions – individual cheesecake or mini 
tarts, for example.
-Cut brownies, bars and cakes into bite-
sized pieces.

-Ask for two forks. Have a smaller por-
tion by sharing your favorite dessert.
-Make smaller cookies.
Make fewer high-calorie items such as 
candies, pies, cookies. 
 -If dessert choices are limited to a few 
varieties, you’ll be less likely to eat too 
many by trying everything. 
-Join a cookie exchange for variety with-
out baking several full batches.
Offer low-calorie hot beverages with 
dessert.
-Hot herbal tea
-Flavored coffees
-Latte made with skim milk
-Use fat-free half-and-half

Mini Tiramisu Tarts

All you need
¼ cup dark chocolate chips

1 pkg Athens Mini Fillo Shells (pre-
baked)
1 ¾ cup skim milk
1 tbsp instant Hy-Vee coffee
1 pkg sugar-free instant white chocolate 
pudding
Hy-Vee Real Whipped Light Cream aero-
sol topping
¼ c finely chopped dark chocolate or 
chocolate-covered espresso beans 

All you do
Melt chocolate chips on HIGH in the mi-
crowave, stirring every 30 seconds un-
til melted.  Spoon approximately ¼ tsp 
chocolate in bottom of each fillo shell.  
Chill in freezer for 5 to10 minutes.
Pour milk into medium bowl; add instant 
coffee to milk and stir until dissolved.
Add contents of instant pudding and 
whisk until slightly thickened.
Spoon 1 heaping tablespoon of pud-
ding mixture into fillo shells, mounding 
slightly.
Refrigerate until ready to serve.   Right 
before serving, top with whipped top-
ping and chopped dark chocolate.  

Serves 15.

Nutrition per serving:  
Calories 80, Total fat 4g, Sodium 130 mg, 
Total carbohydrates 10, Sugar 5 g, Pro-
tein 2 g.
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rity, elegance, and restraint in the face of 
a world that long ago settled for smashing 
impact and shock value.”  The artist retired 
from 26 years of teaching at Lawrence Uni-
versity in Appleton, Wisconsin in 1990.  He 
now lives and works in Milwaukee.  Orga-
nized by Dubuque Museum of Art, the Ar-
thur Thrall exhibit is sponsored by Cotting-
ham & Butler.

Abdul Sinno: 
The Mississippi – Inspiring Panoramas of 
Dubuque and the Tri-State Area
Through March 1, 2009

Regular readers of 365ink will be familiar 
with the panoramic photography of Clarke 
College professor of communication Ab-
dul Sinno.  From now through March 1, the 
Dubuque Museum of Art presents a selec-
tion of Dr. Sinno’s collection of panoram-
ic photos of the Mississippi River, a small 
sample of a larger upcoming exhibition at 
the museum.  Along with his son, Rafic, Dr. 
Sinno has photographed the entire length 
of the river, from Lake Itasca to the Gulf of 
Mexico.  A portion of Sinno’s work is col-
lected in his book Treasures of the Mississip-
pi: Panoramas and Poetic Reflections, which 
reflects the Mississippi River from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, to St. Louis, Missouri.
 
Mauricio Lasansky: Prints from the Collection
Through May 3, 2009 

The Dubuque Museum of Art will also dis-
play a selection of prints by noted printmak-
er Mauricio Lasansky from a new museum 
collection of the artist’s work.  An earlier 
plan to exhibit Lasansky’s The Nazi Draw-

ings from the University of Iowa Museum 
of Art collection this winter was postponed 
due to the disastrous flooding in Iowa City 
last summer.  In lieu of the larger exhibit, the 
museum will present a smaller exhibition of 
Lasansky’s prints from a new museum col-
lection – An Eye An Eye I-IV (1946-48); My 
Daughter Marie Jemina (1959), a sweetly 
rendered, larger-than-life size print; and two 
portraits, Self Portrait (1957) and Old Lady 
with Bonnet (1969).  

Lasansky, a native of Argentina, established 
a print workshop at the University of Iowa 
School of Art and Art History in 1945.  Best 
known for his complex, large-scale prints, 
the five-time Guggenheim Fellowships 
award winner is regarded as a master of the 
medium, using multiple plates and full rang-
es of color.  Having retired from the Univer-
sity of Iowa in 1985, Lasansky continues to 
create work in his Iowa City studio.  Part of 
the new permanent collection, the exhibit 
was organized by the Museum of Art.  

The opening reception for all four exhibits 
is scheduled for Friday, December 12, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free to mu-
seum members and $10 for non-members.  
The Dubuque Museum of Art is open Tues-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday from 1 - 4 p.m. Reg-
ular admission is free through the year of 
2008, thanks to a generous sponsorship 
by the local office of Prudential Financial.  
The Museum is located at 701 Locust 
Street in Dubuque.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.dbqart.com, or call the 
Museum of Art at 563-557-1851. 
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SUDOKU TRI-DOKU

1. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in each of the NINE LARGE triangles.
2. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the OUTERMOST triangle.
3. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the INVERTED INNER triangle.
4. No two neighboring (touching) cells may contain the same number.

All puzzles @2008 
King Features Synd., Inc. 
World Rights Reserved.
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THE DOCTOR SEEMS A BIT PUNCHY. I THINK HE NEEDS MORE REST AND ALSO BACK RUBS.

Warning: Taking Trixie’s advice seriously is a sure 
sign that you need some actual counseling. Find a real  
doctor for that. This is an entertainment magazine, folks.

Dear Trixie: 
I recently met a wonderful man! He’s 

handsome and funny, well educated and a great conversation-
alist! The only problem is I can never call him. He insists on 
doing all the calling. At first he said he lost his phone at the 
gym but then he said he found it but the battery was defec-
tive and couldn’t hold a charge. I’m a little suspicious. Do you 
think he’s lying to me? My friend Jenna thinks he could be mar-
ried. What do you think? 
--Serra On Southern Ave.

Dear Serra: 
Stop worrying. He’s probably just in the Witness Protection 
Program or perhaps he’s an international espionage agent. 
Either way it’s better for your safety if you don’t know. How 
exciting!

Dear Trixie;
Don’t you hate those people who gawk at accidents? My girl-
friend is one of those people and she got angry at me for not 
stopping. She says she was concerned about possible injuries 
but she still looked slightly disappointed when there weren’t 
bloody skid marks or body parts lying around. Now she thinks 
I’m insensitive. Am I?
--Going East On 20

Dear Going:
You’re not insensitive. You’re impatient. There’s a difference.

Dear Trixie: 
The reason that I am writing this: the Lord has blessed us so 
much that I should be full of joy. But I have been depressed for 
about ten months now. I don’t know whether to turn to a pas-
tor, a doctor, a psychologist, a nutritionist or a chiropractor. I 
need a professional. 
--Hopeless On Heeb

Dear Hopeless: Turn to a bartender.

Dear Trixie: 
My 4 year old grandson has started lying to me. I have caught 
him at it and spanked him but he still will lie--even when it 
holds no gain for him. I am very worried and feel I should say 
something to his mother. But she doesn’t like me much as it is. 
What does it mean when a child continually lies? 
--Grandma Dee

Dear Grandma Dee: 
It could mean nothing. But it could also be something very, 
very serious. Charlie Manson started lying as a toddler. So 
did David Berkowitz.  I think Jim Jones was a compulsive 
liar. Sometimes it’s genetic. You should definitely talk to your 
daughter-in-law the next time the family’s all together--like 
Christmas.

Dear Trixie: 
During lovemaking,I have a tendency to pass gas whenever my 
boyfriend and I use the missionary position. As you can imag-
ine it’s quite embarrassing. Is there something I can do besides 
change positions? 
--Ellen In Epworth

Dear Ellen: 
Do what I do. Scream hysterically through the whole 
thing.
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Sudoku            Tri-Doku

Crossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS from page 27

Cryptoquip

Even Exchange

Mega 
Maze

THE ANSWERS Questions on Page 6

1. D) The Mississippi Moon holds 808.

2. C) 3 properties. It also operates the 
Diamond Jo in Worth County, Iowa, and 
Evangeline Downs Racetrack and Casino in 
Opelousas, Louisiana.

3. D) 5, counting the snack bar at Cherry 
Lanes.

4. A) Argon Gas.

5. C) Petrified logs at the bottom of a lake.

6. Fire. But wouldn’t bacon be awesome!

7. B) Prairie style, you gotta see the lights. 

8. B) Todd ate 22 kinds of French Fries and 
found the world’s best for you to try.

9. Yes. Well, kids can come in the non gam-
ing areas like Cherry Lanes.

10. No it was not Cheap Trick. It was the 
365 house band, the Rocket Surgeons, play-
ing for hundreds of Diamond Jo Team mem-
bers two days prior. What a rush!

Dr. Skrap’s completely useless
HOROSCOPES

ARIES - All things are better wrapped in bacon or dipped in 
chocolate except, surprisingly, each other.  Let that advice be 
your guide this holiday season. 

TAURUS - Now that you can go directly from your garage to the 
Diamond Jo Casino parking ramp without ever having to expose 
yourself to the elements, you may never go outside again until 
May, and you’re just fine with that. 

GEMINI - Germophobes will rush to the Diamond Jo this month, 
not just because they don’t have to go outside and love it, but 
because they can be the first person to ever wear those rental 
shoes and use that brand-new bowling ball while they are pris-
tine. If they are hogging all the “Cherry” lanes, the best solution 
is for you to lick every bowling ball in the place in a very public 
manner. They’ll go home. Then again, I don’t imagine you’ll be 
invited back ever again.

CANCER - If Santa knows what you’ve been doing and know 
when you’re awake, etc., doesn’t that put him pretty firmly (and 
creepily) on the naughty list himself? Hypocrite. Looks like 
you’re in the clear. After all, your stalkee person doesn’t even 
know you’re watching them sleep.

LEO - Getting your aging parents a Jitterbug oversized phone is 
a great Christmas gift and a great first step in eventually forcing 
them into nursing home care. Way to go!

VIRGO - Why does it seem that you are the only person who 
realizes that the laws of physics apply to automobiles traveling 
on ice differently than those traveling on pavement. 

LIBRA - You’re getting a recliner for Christmas. AWESOME! If 
you also get a multi-pack of sweat pants and a super-universal re-
mote too, beware. You’ll be getting an intervention by Valentine’s 
Day. Enjoy it while you can.

SCORPIO - Your foolproof plan to sell off a Senate seat to the 
highest bidder may go awry when you flippantly tell everyone 
that you plan to sell off a Senate seat to the highest bidder. Oh 
damn, that was supposed to go in last issue’s Horoscopes. Oh 
well, I’m sure it’ll be fine. No harm, no foul.

SAGITTARIUS - That word of the day calendar you’re going to 
buy dad for Christmas starts out with the word “the” and goes 
quickly downhill from there. It’s not that the calendar guys were 
phoning it in this year, it’s that you are cheap. What did you ex-
pect from the dollar store?

CAPRICORN - Shortly after getting a slew of Christmas gifts like 
Mighty Putty, Mighty Mend-It and Oxy-Clean, you find your self 
talking uncontrollably loud and energetically. It actually gets you 
lots of good advancement at work but will not go over so well 
during your boss’ unexpected upcoming eulogy.

AQUARIUS - You do your best work in the comfort of your box-
er shorts and an old threadbare t-shirt. Why can’t they get their 
heads around this at the office? It’s not your fault, they lack vi-
sion. Or maybe it’s the vision part that is causing the problem.

PISCES - Your tired wardrobe is making you depressed, so you 
tell your young hip co-workers you are starting to feel like Mary 
Tyler Moore and they say, “Who is Mary Tyler Moore?” It’s your 
own fault. Aeropostale Is no place for a grown woman to work.
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floor, VIPs are treated to their own food and 
bar service, and of course, further gaming 
opportunities. Plus it has its own restroom. 
Very Important indeed! 

“They don’t have to go anywhere beyond 
here,” points out Swain. 

But with so much to see, why stop there? 
We walk past the Broadcast Center, where 
Radio Dubuque stations and a range of 
guest radio stations from all over the Mid-
west will broadcast live from the entertain-
ment complex. Definitely a partnership 
where everybody wins, Swain calls it “a 
marketing platform way above and beyond 
anybody’s wildest dream.” 

Swain notes that the new parking ramp with 
1,300 spaces is connected to the building, 
so guests can park and enter the complex 
without ever having to experience inclem-
ent weather – another important detail in 
the guest experience. He also points out 
that Diamond Jo is unique in the way its 
amenities are arranged. Many other casinos 
group all their amenities on one side of the 
gaming floor. The Diamond Jo has amenities 
spread throughout the entertainment com-
plex. “Here, it’s surrounded – 360 degrees 
– with amenities, whether you want to go 
to the buffet, you want to go to the Missis-
sippi Moon Bar, the Tree Bar, the high limit 
room, the poker room, any of those ameni-

ties – they’re all circling 
the gaming floor. 

In fact, of the 188,000 
square feet of space in 
the entertainment com-
plex, the casino only 
occupies about percent. 
The Diamond Jo not 
only boasts the live mu-
sic performance space 
of the Mississippi Moon 
Bar, but also Cherry 
Lanes bowling alley, the 
private bowling room Al-
ley Cat, Tree Bar, Mojo’s 
Sports Bar, three restau-
rants, and two reception 
and event rooms. Meet-
ing and banquet space is 
about 5,000 square feet 
alone. 

With so much to see 
and do, it was hard for 
Peninsula CFO Nata-
lie Schramm to choose 
what her favorite part 
of the project was when 
we asked in a later inter-
view. 

“It’s all awesome,” she 
says without hesitation. 

“I think the biggest thing for me is that our 
facility is going to bring so much more 
life to the Port besides gaming. Before, if 
you were going to the boat, you were go-
ing to the boat to gamble. Now, if you’re 
coming here, maybe you’re going bowling, 
maybe you’re going to a music concert, 
maybe you’re going to a restaurant, and I 
think there are more opportunities … more 
things for people locally to do.” 

Continuing the tour we visit perhaps the 
most exciting of the facility’s amenities, the 
Mississippi Moon Bar. Named, of course, 
from the lyrics of the Doobie Brothers’ hit, 
“Black Water,” the Mississippi Moon Bar is 
a state-of-the-art music theater. Designed to 
be both intimate and versatile, the tables, 
booths, and theater-style seats set in tiers 
can accommodate up to 808 guests, all 
with a direct line of sight to the 40-foot-
wide stage. Above the theater-style seating 
of the mezzanine are the plush third-floor 
VIP suites, the Red Velvet and Blue Suede 
suites, which will be available for private 
parties. 

“This is about as perfect a venue as you can 
have for a property because of its versatil-
ity,” notes Swain. “It’s a bar, a comedy club, 
it’s a UFC fight club, it’s a concert venue, 
it’s a nightclub, it’s really about anything 
you can want it to be from an entertainment 
perspective.” 

Swain continues the tour back into the main 
gaming area, pointing out construction ma-
terials like reclaimed wood from 150-year-
old cypress logs, salvaged from the bottom 
of the Canadian Lakes. Upstairs, he shows 
us the floor of Mojo’s, constructed entirely 
from reclaimed wood. The entire construc-
tion project embraced “green” materials 
and techniques with all contractors agree-
ing to conserve resources and minimize 
waste toward a carbon-neutral project. 
The Diamond Jo has also set up a fund 
at the Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque dedicated to sustainable wildlife 
development and created an educational 
bank of slot machines with a portion of 
the revenues going toward the Diamond Jo 
Conservation Fund. 

When asked about Peninsula’s focus on en-
vironmentally sensitive construction, Swain 
answers, “I think personally it’s important 
to us. We recreate in the outdoors. We have 
young kids that grow up here and we’re go-
ing to be giving our land to those kids one 
day. And I think it’s just good policy, good 
corporate policy to be a partner in the en-
vironmental movement. Personally, we be-
lieve the best thing we can give our kids is 
a good environment to live in when they 
grow up and it’s just a good thing to do as 
a company.” 

We also visited the Woodfire Grille, a fine 
restaurant with dramatic flaming windows 
and a unique wine serving system that will 
allow diners to sample a variety of wines 
in one, two, or three-ounce servings in a 
relaxed, accessible surroundings. 

Swain shows us the second floor event 
room, situated on the southeast corner of 
the building with two balconies overlook-
ing the Port and a beautiful view of the Riv-
er and the Julien Dubuque Bridge. “When 
we looked at the footprint of the building, 
this had to be where the function rooms go, 
because of the view,” he notes. “Priceless 

view!” The room can accommodate 400 
guests for events like weddings, holiday 
parties and corporate events. “We have 
booked over 21 functions in here without 
anyone even seeing the room!” chuckles 
Swain. They are going to be pretty happy 
from what we can see.

The east side of the second floor features 
another balcony, which connects to Mojo’s 
Sports Bar. Mojo’s is based on a bar Penin-
sula operates at its Opelousas, Louisiana, 
casino. Nearly as dramatic as the views 
outside is the view of the expansive 26-
lane Cherry Lanes. With funky lighting, 
iridescent wainscot, another state-of-the-
art sound system, candy-colored bowling 
balls, and the signature cherry red design 
elements, the room seems both up-to-the-
minute modern and retro cool. Cherry 
Lanes will host both league and open bowl-
ing, as well as cosmic bowling. The alley 
will also host some regional tournaments 
and eventually some professional bowling 
events. 

Next to Cherry Lanes are the four private 
bowling lanes of Alley Cat. “This is the ul-
timate place to have your birthday party,” 
says Swain. “It’s completely private, you 
have your own cocktail service, waitress/
bar setup, your own movie system, audio/
visual … and, of course, bowling.” 

One of the great aspects of the complex, 
explains Swain is that the second floor, 
which is also directly accessible from the 
parking ramp is open to people under 21, 
as is the Woodfire Grille on the first floor. It 
follows the focus of the facility as a broader 
entertainment complex with activities for 
kids, making it much more family-friendly 
than most gaming destinations. “It’s much 
more of an entertainment facility than it is 
a casino,” said Schramm. “I think Dubuque 
is going to be really surprised.” 

We were. 

Continued from Page 4.
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December 19th: Christmas Social.  
6-10p.m. The Christmas Social will be 
held at the Grand River Center (please 
note that this is NOT the Grand Har-
bor). The attendance fee is expected to 
be $10. There will be a children’s gift 
exchange and an adult gift exchange. 

January 23rd:  Pass the Gavel.  Event 
to be held at the Mississippi River Mu-
seum!  
 
January 31st:  Year end All State in 
Marshalltown.   Come down and sup-
port Dubuque Jaycee Mark Welbes as 
he becomes our ‘09 Iowa Jaycees State 
President!  Cost: $60 full registration, 
$30 Sat. night dinner only.  RSVP to 
Amanda Brewer, amandabrewerdbq@
yahoo.com.

Jaycees wishing to be involved with 
taking on the Toy For Tots project in 
Dubuque in 2009 are invited to contact 
Bryce Parks (563-590-3840) or Christy 
Monk (563-580-1115). This is not Jay-
cees Toys For Kids, this is the actual Ma-
rines Toys For Tots effort.

Tim Sullivan
Saturday, December 13, 8 p.m.
Arthur House (Platteville)
A comedian originally from Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa, now living In San Diego. Tim 
tours all across America, performing 
in every city he can. He’s been called 

the People’s Comic, as he just wants people to come out, 
have a good time and not worry about their problems for 
an hour. With 8 sisters and 3 brothers, that may just have 
added to his strange sense of humor.

Bob Jay
Saturday, December 20, 8 p.m.
Arthur House (Platteville)
Billed as the man of 999 voices, Bob’s 
show is full of energy and keeps you on 
the edge of your seat. He brings dozens 
of celebrities and cartoon characters 

to life, and puts them in different scenarios. Bob’s sound 
effects range from a jet fighter plane to a locomotive train 
crashing through the walls in a club.

Sean Morey
Wednesday, January 7, 9 p.m.
Mississippi Moon Bar (Diamond Jo)
As heard on the Bob & Tom Radio 
Show! Known for his musical comedy, 
including the infamous “Man Song!”

NEW  EXHIBIT FOR 2008...NOW OPEN!
The River Inside, Now Open
A platinum photography exhibit by John Guider. Guider traveled the Mississippi 
River in a canoe, where he captured over 10,000 photographs.
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“This is going to be really cool,” Thomas 
says. “We’re going to have a band come 
in from Chicago once a month, and 
they’ll get up on stage and play. The thing 
is, though, that you get up and you’re 
the lead singer of the band. So people 
pick the songs, and the band plays them 
-- but you’ve got to sing. You’re the front-
man.”

Looking ahead on the calendar, Thomas 
notes that Mississippi Moon is going to 
have a “Rockin’ New Year’s Eve” party, 
as well, featuring the band Rock Candy 
and hosted by Amber Lake, who was 
seen as a finalist on VH1’s Rock of Love 
program.

If you’re getting the sense that there’s go-
ing to be a whole lot going on at the Mis-
sissippi Moon, you’re absolutely right, 
and that’s the point, Thomas explains.

“Wednesday through Sunday, there’s 
going to be something going on here at 
night,” he says. “And the reception has 
been great already; Cheap Trick sold so 
quickly, all these acts are selling well.”

“This is a great, intimate setting -- the 
room (of the Mississippi Moon) is what 
sold me on the job,” Thomas continues. 
“We’re always working on new things, 
trying to put them to bed and get them 
solidified, and we’re going to tweak 
things as we go along and always make 
them better. This is really exciting, ev-
erything that’s going on here.”

We couldn’t agree more. 

As always, tickets for Mississippi Moon 
Bar events are available exclusively at 
www.diamondjo.com. And stay tuned 
to 365ink, because as soon as we’re al-
lowed to announce exciting new events 
at the Mississippi Moon Bar at the Di-
amond Jo Casino, you’ll be the first to 
know by reading these pages!

Mississippi Moon
Continued from Page 12.

clothes I did in the ’90s. We don’t want to 
be that kind of band.”

This time of the year actually marks a quiet 
time of the year for Collective Soul, as op-
posed to the standard breakneck touring 
schedule that is emblematic of so many 
bands.

“We haven’t been touring since the fall start-
ed,” Roland explains. “We’ve been playing 
some scattered shows here and there, but 
outside of that, guys have been taking some 
time off -- raising families in the way that 
you can’t do when you’re on the road, rest-
ing up, keeping ourselves busy. But we’re 

not resting forever: We plan to get back in 
the studio in late January or early February, 
and we hope to have a new album out this 
summer.”

“Performing ... man, it’s our passion, it’s our 
reward,” Roland says. “You spend 22 hours 
on the road, there’s not a whole lot to do, 
really. The road is what it is. But then you 
reach your destination, and you get to play 
music for two hours ... I feel fortunate to be 
able to do that. It’s a great reward. And we’re 
looking forward to seeing everyone out there 
later this month.”

We’re looking forward to seeing them, too. 
Tickets for Collective Soul’s performance on 
December 27 are $35, $60 and $75, and 
are online at www.diamondjo.com.

Collective Soul
Continued from Page 12.




