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Well, let’s start with the elephant in the
issue: What the heck happened with the
Festivals Poster in the last issue? Answer?
| have no freakin’ idea. You’ll have to ask
our printer. When we sent the issue to
them to print, it was in the right place,
but then, you know, someone borrows
your weed wacker and never gives it
back and you know they have it but they
say it wasn’t them and you swear you'll
never lend it out again when you get a
new one but then your really super nice
other neighbor asks again and you can’t
say no and before you know it... half of
the festival poster shows up on pages
14 and 35 instead of the centerfold, and
we look like a bunch of idiots. And | may
be an idiot, but this one’s not on me.

So, we decided that since so many
people love pulling out the poster and
putting it up on the fridge, we’d just run
the whole darn thing again. And since we
have this re-do, we could update a few
things, like Mac and Cheese Fest making
an abrupt move to September from May,
a few little typos, and a couple of events

Fostering ideas,

already being behind us so no need to
keep them on there and all that jazz.

So, if you’re wondering why you’re see-
ing double this issue, that’s why. And by the
grace of the printing gods, let this week’s
issue have the poster all on the same sheet
and in the middle of the paper this time.

| still don’t know what the excuse
is for the error, but this seems like
one of those things where some-
one pushing the “print” button says,
“Hey guys, we sure this is right?”

And while we’re at it, I'll cross my
fingers that the rest of the pages are
in the right order too. Because man...
| wrote a LOT of copy for this issue.
About 10,000 words. My brain got a
little mushy there a bit last week. But
there was so much to write about, |
didn’t want to leave anything out.

And then at the same time, | was
working through taking over the lease
on my Toys for Tots warehouse through
the end of the year from the amazing
Hodge Company who, for 16 years, has
given me a free home to do my charity

work. They are a huge part of why Toys
for Tots has been so successful in
Dubuque in the last couple of decades.
The place we are in now wasn’t even
technically theirs. They were leasing
from another owner to store some of
their overflow and were so very kind to
let me come along. Well, now they won’t
need that overflow anymore, and | can’t
blame them for a second for not having
any room in their other full, successful
warehouses. And they were stunningly
generous to help me find a way to stay
in this space for the next eight months.
| also knew this was coming and worked
with the Community Foundation of Greater
Dubuque to create a special Charitable
Warehouse Fund to prepare for this rainy
day. Then we sold a TON of blinky drinks
at Five Flags concerts to raise the money
to put in that fund. So because of all
of that, we know we’ll be okay through
December. What happens to us in Janu-
ary is another headache for another day,
but we’ll get through one more Christ-
mas without being a homeless charity.
The headache part of this whole thing
is trying to sign this lease. We’re not
a traditional business, and all of these
clauses in the lease don’t really apply
to us, so it’s been a big nightmare to
get it worked out. I'm sure it’s a head-
ache for the landlord’s agent as well.
They want us to insure our toys, but
we don’t do that. We’re not allowed

to. Nor do we own serious equipment.
And instead of workers’ compensa-
tion insurance, we sign hold-harmless
agreements. It’s just the rule from the
National Toys for Tots Foundation, and
it doesn’t jive with the wording on the
lease. So, it’s just migraine-inducing.

It’s like, “Look, | have this pile of
money for you to put my toys here for a
while. Can | do that?” Apparently, no.

I’m not mad at anyone. The landlord’s
agent has been super patient and helpful
with me. I’'m no broker or lawyer, so all of
the lease legalese is just about as clear
as mud. So, | keep trying to find creative
ways to keep everyone happy in order to
achieve all of our goals and cover all of
the associated butts. It’s just so frustrat-
ing to feel like | worked a minor miracle
to get this space funded for eight more
months, and it’s not good enough.

| just want my own building. | can share
it with Resources Unite and other charities
like me who need storage space. Can we
make this happen, Dubuque? | have some
money. I'll find more. Can someone with
the land or an old building step up and say,
“I'm willing to see if what | have can solve
your long-term needs.” | promise we’re not
looking for a handout. Just a road map to
eventually having a nonprofit warehouse
in Dubuque that helps everyone. I'll bet
this isn’t impossible. It can’t be harder
than getting the festival poster printed in
the actual middle of the paper, canit? &

Give where

you live!
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OF GREATER DUBUQUE

Thank you to our sponsors!
P' us eee [DB&1T | 6"1

Give online to support
200 local nonprofits.

Great Give Day
is an initiative of

(K) suaver

Join us in person for a celebration of nonprofits!

MASON G MidWestOne A prere For 124,

! Y [ MasON... N Bank. OHNWARD HEISEN'S

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. | Washington Park, Dubuque . —— 2 “°ME'““M[']A“*°
Food trucks, music, and more! (Ebank THMEDIA ;ﬂﬁﬂ—l

GreatGiveDay.org
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Puttzin’ Around
Downtown

19" Hole Party

5PM @ HOTEL

JULIEN DUBUQUE
RIVERBOAT LOUNGE
Puttzin’ Around Downtown
is an exciting themed mini-
golf excursion in downtown
Dubugque. Local businesses
sponsor creative holes,
and everyone has a great
time. Registration is closed
for the excursion, but the
19™hole party is open to

all with food, games, and
prizes. 563-588-4400.
DubuqueMainStreet.com.

Dubuque Audubon
Annual Spring
Species Count

6 AM @ JULIEN DUBUQUE
MONUMENT, MINES

OF SPAIN, AND SWISS
VALLEY PARK

Arrive as early as 6 a.m. for
birding around the Julien
Dubugue Monument, but be
sure to arrive in the monu-
ment parking lot by 8 a.m. if
you want to continue to other
locations. Then, head to the
trails at Mines of Spain. At
5p.m., gather at Swiss Valley
Park for a potluck picnic

at the Sycamore Pavilion.
Brats and hotdogs will be
provided, and the birding
results will be tabulated. No
birding experience required.
Audubon guides will be on
hand to help you identify
species. Binoculars are rec-
ommended. RSVP by May 10.
Free. audubondubuque.org.

Annual Dubuque
Bike Rodeo

9 AM-NOON @

DUBUQUE FIRE SAFETY
TRAINING FACILITY

There will be helmet
giveaways, a bike raffle, bike
safety checks, and more.
Hosted by the Finley Hospital
Emergency Department.
14928 Public Safety Way.

She Unites Pickleball
Tournament

9 AM-2 PM @ VETERANS
MEMORIAL PARK

Battle it outin an epic
women-only tournament to
raise funds for She Unites.
Two divisions are available:
competitive and recreational.
There will be a three game
minimum in each division
which will lead to bracket
play. Registered singles will
be paired up. All equipment,

instruction, snacks, and bev-
erages will be provided. No
experience is required! Just
come with a positive mindset,
water, and be ready to learn
anew sport. 2790 Miracle
League Dr. $40/single, $70/
double. sheunitesiowa.com.

Discussion:

The Comedy of Errors
2-4 PM @ CARNEGIE-
STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY
Shakespeare’s shortest play
is also his most farcical com-
edy with multiple mistaken
identities. Two sets of identi-
cal twins, the masters both
named Antipholus and the
servants both named Dromio
are separated at birth. One
set grows up in Syracuse

and comes to Ephesus to

find the other, and every
possible combination of
master and servant happens
resulting in gleeful chaos.
360 W 11 St. 563-588-6347.
shakespeare.
carnegiestout.org.

Sprlng W|Idflower
Hike

6-7:30 PM @ NEW WINE
PARK (NEW VIENNA, 1A)
Learn about the flowers that
are currently blooming and
interesting ways you can use
these plants, as well as their
wildlife value. The 2-mile
trail will have uneven terrain
and steep inclines. Please be
prepared for this by wear-
ing appropriate footwear
and clothing. All ages are
welcome but children under

the age of 16 need an adult
companion. RSVP requested
by May 13.15971 New Wine
Park Lane, New Vienna, IA.
dyersville.lib.ia.us/events.

Cyclone Tailgate Tour
NOON-1PM @ GRAND
RIVER CENTER

The tour features ISU head
coaches and staff along with
Cy and the spirit squads
interacting with fans, signing
autographs, and handing
out athletics swag. These
family-friendly events will
include giveaways, food

and beverage available for
purchase, and allow fans

the opportunity to connect
with fellow Cyclone fans in
celebration of lowa State
Athletics. All childrenin
attendance will also receive
a gift courtesy of the Cyclone
Club. All ages. Free. 500

Bell St. CycloneClub.org.

lawn chairs or blankets and get ready for a fun, educational, family friendly show. No rain dates.

MORNINGSI@

FRIDAY

SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS @ DUBUQUE ARBORETUM

Join us at the Dubuque Arboretum twice a month for an outdoor library program! Bring your

10ATMN

Kl? P()E\ﬁlu MAg’i[gg g~ MUSICIAN JUGGLING
& DINO EUGENE ¥ JIM GILL JEFF
O’DELL JUNE 28 JULY 12 JULY 2b
JUNE 14 All ages are invited to Get ready to dance,

Join us for an interactive
comedy show with high
energy, improvisation,
anger, suspense,
ridiculousness, audience
participation, & MORE!

clap, & sing along during
this visit from award-
winning musician and
author, Jim Gill. This
music play is an invitation
to children & adults to
sing & play together!

attend this funny &
family-friendly magic
show with this popular
magician from the Quad
Cities who specidalizes in
comedy magic and
family entertainment.

This acclaimed duo uses
family friendly music &
storytelling to celebrate
the cultural diversity of
planet Earth in this fun,
silly performance.

1\ 4

|\ -\ = Carnegie-Stout
.\ PUBL IR A K nusuuus_nnsunm

DL S RIALLLY S S
o THESE pn@m S ARE LOCATE_\D'ﬁ Am;.u_ PARTNERSHIP THE DUBUOUE ARBORETUM & BOTAN@ARDENS

DUBUQUE365.COM
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EVENTS

Opera House

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

The

GRAND

Opera House

Friday, May 17 @ 6:30pm
FREE ADMISSION

Doors Open @ 5:45pm

THEGRANDOPERAHOUSE.COM

Box Office: Mon-Fri, Noon-4pm + 563-588-1305 « 135 W 8th St, DBQ, IA

Summer Break
—— Doy Camps ==

Campers will be invited to join our expert
educators in an exploration of history, science,
and wildlife. Summer has never been so fun!

Campruns 9 A.M. -4 P.M.

rivermuseum.org/summer-camps
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Architecture Days

NOW THROUGH MAY 11
DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE
Dubuqgue Main Street celebrates Architec-
ture Days from May 6 to 11. Architecture
Days, now in its 19" year, was inspired
by National Architecture Week as well
as Preservation Month. The mission of
Architecture Days is to increase aware-
ness of architecture as an art form and to
explore the rich architectural landscape of
Dubuque. The vast diversity of architectural
styles found in downtown’s historic, trea-
sured structures adds to this rich intermin-
gling of artistry and architectural design.
Architecture Days offers the public the
opportunity to learn more about archi-
tecture and Dubuque’s historic fabric,
while celebrating our sense of place and
the city’s growth through commitment to
architectural re-use and community. This
year’s schedule features tours and events
that are open to the public at no cost. How-
ever, reservations are recommended and
appreciated. Please note, due to the age of
these properties, most are not accessible
except by staircases. All activities are free.
To register and for more information, call
Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400
or visit DubuqueMainStreet.com.
Contact the Carnegie-Stout Public
Library at 563-589-4225 for informa-
tion and registration of their activities.

What’s Happening on White Street
THURSDAY, MAY 9 @ NOON
HAIRBERDASHERY SALON AND

SPA (951 WHITE ST)

This 1890s property was purchased

in 2006 and transformed into a
modern salon. At 902 White St., the
property has been home to several
residents and business venture. Now
it’s two renovated residential units.

Lower Main Street Historical &
Architectural Walking Tour

SATURDAY, MAY 11 @ 10-11:30 AM

FLAT IRON PARK (43 MAIN ST)

See how this previously industrial area of
Lower Main Street has become a center
for residences, recreation, and education.
Guided by Bill Doyle (Heritage Works)
and Jason Neises (Dubugue County
Historic Preservation Commission).

Free Activities at

Carnegie-Stout Public Library

360 W 11™ST

Guests of all ages are invited to find
Arches, Beams, and Cornices... learn the
ABCs of architecture as you find photos
of Dubuque landmarks hidden around
the Children’s Department. Plus, “Bee
an Architect” is an activity and color-
ing book that follows the journey of

the titular “Bee” through a variety of
interactive puzzles and illustrations. |

TO™ANNUAL
Cascade
Wingfest

SATURDAY, MAY 11 @ 3-7 PM

RIVERVIEW PARK

(101 PIERCE ST, CASCADE, I1A)

Get your wing on with the Cascade Area

Chamber of Commerce on Saturday,

May 11 when the 10" Annual Cascade

Wingfest brings a feast of wings to River-

view Park in Cascade, |IA from 3to 7 p.m.
Enjoy wing samples ($10 for 8

wings), live music by Mark Zalaznik,

cold beer plus Delaney’s Ice Cream

»
@ 10TH ANNUAL CASCADE

viliiila
FEST

Shoppe, Hangry Hobo Food Truck,

and Bob & Lou’s coffee camper. Bring

your own lawn chair. No carry ins.
Wingfest is free to attend.

For more information, visit

CascadeChamber.org. B

DUBUQUE365.COM
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2" Annual Mark
Dalsing Memorial Run
8-11 AM @ HERITAGE POND
Join the Dalsing family for
the 2"annual memorial run
in honor of their husband,
father, son, brother, uncle,
friend, inspiration. Former
Police Chief Mark Dalsing
joined in local 5ks aimed at
bettering the lives of those
who call Dubuque home.

In his memory, the Dalsing
family has created the Live
Like Mark Campaign, and this
run is one of the ways they
try to keep that goal alive.
Enjoy food truck, raffles, and
good memories to make and
look back on. Partnered with
St. Mark Youth Enrichment.
$35. LiveLikeMark.org.

The Law & Your
Community

10 AM-1PM @
MULTICULTURAL FAMILY
CENTER

Join Dubugue Police Officers
Wilkens Dieujuste, Billy Dieu-
juste, and Brianna Mazette,
along with other members

of the National Organization
of Black Law Enforcement
Executives, for this hands-on
interactive training program.
The program includes infor-
mation about citizenship, law
literacy, and law enforcement
engagement with a focus on
teaching youth about proper
and safe ways to interact
with police, their rights
during traffic stops or police
contact, and how to handle
police misconduct during and
after the time misconduct
takes place. A parent or
guardian is recommended

to attend. Lunch included.
Ages 12-18. RSVP required.
Free. 1157 Central Ave.
563-582-3681. mfcdbg.org.

Tortellini & Agnolotti
Cooking Class

11 AM-1:30 PM @ GOLDMOOR
INN (GALENA, IL)

You and your friends will
learn how to make pasta
dough and how to shape
tortellini and agnolotti. Par-
ticipants will be able to take
pasta dough home to make
pasta with family and friends
and also take home pasta
made in class to enjoy with
friends and family. Includes
1glass of wine/champagne,
1 charcuterie board (per

3 people), main course of
morel agnolotti, and a mini
strawberry trifle dessert.
$90. 9001 W Sand Hill Rd,
Galena, IL. 815-777-3925.
goldmoor.com.

Cooking 101:

Pantry Basics

3-5PM @ CONVIVIUM
URBAN FARMSTEAD
Imagine coming home from
work and opening your
cupboard and fridge and
having everything on hand
to whip up a healthy, nutri-
tious dinner. Learn what it
takes to stock an effective
pantry as well as run through
some easy pantry-based
meal ideas. Also learn some
effective ideas for eliminat-
ing food waste and making
the most of your freezer.
Join Convivium Co-Founder
Leslie Shalabi for this exciting
new class, which is part of
their “Cooking 101” series.

It is for the person who

has very limited cooking
knowledge and wants to
become more confident in
the kitchen. This series will be
a combination of classroom
learning, demonstration,
and some limited hands-on
experience. $25-$37.50. 2811
Jackson St. 563-557-2900.
convivium-dbg.com.

Talent Nights:

Jamie Aaron Kelley
7 PM @ STONE CLIFF WINERY
The award-winning show-
man takes the stage with

a dynamic range of music
including blues, country,
rock and roll, jazz, and even
Elvis. Get ready to be blown
away. Includes a free drink.
$40. 600 Star Brewery
Dr.563-583-6100 x203.
stonecliffwinery.com.

Museum X:

Curator Quiz Show
6-8 PM @ NATIONAL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
MUSEUM & AQUARIUM
Explore the fascinating inter-
section of history and living
collections at this interactive
event! Join curators from

both realms for discussions,

a game-show style quiz, and
earn bonus points if you can
“Stump the Curator.” Free
members, $10 non-members.
350 E 31ST. 563-557-9545.
rivermuseum.org.

Tree of Life

Memorial Service
7:30PM @

WASHINGTON PARK
Remember loved ones, hear a
message of hope and healing,
enjoy beautiful music, and
witness the lighting of the tree.
Honor those who are held in
our hearts. Donate in advance
to add a light as a symbol of
love and remembrance and
provides support for Hospice of
Dubuque’s mission of compas-
sionate care. Bring a lawn chair
due to limited seating. Free.
700 Locust St. 563-582-1220.
hospiceofdubuque.org.

Membership Pays

GreenState is consistently
ranked in the
Top 1% Nationally for
returning profits with better

FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION

RANK

(9,343 U S. Institutions)

GreenState 29

rates & lower fees.
US Bank 5,389
That means Qne_of the Chass 5,834
Top financial institutions in the
country, is here in Dubuque. Wells Fargo 7,756

*Data provided by Callahan and Associates 12/31/23

GreenState
CREDIT UNION

GreenState.org

3405 Stoneman Road near Kennedy Mall

563-235-2370
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2023-2024 FLY-BY-NIGHT PRODUCTIONS presents

A BOLD, DRAMATIC ADVENTURE

TERRA NOVA

May 31 &June 1,2 &7, 8, 2024
Bijou Room | Five Flags Center

OUR 41ST SEASON
www.flybynightdubuque.com | [ £}

W

Artwork by Simona Aizicovici

ART-WALK

MIDDLETON

MAY 18, 2024

10 AM - 5 PM - TERRACE AVE.
DOWNTOWN MIDDLETON, WI

Free, one-day art festival with music,

i e Join us for
food, and kids’ activities. Presented by the after party
the Middleton Public Arts Committee. a8

/' Y Busstes 1 Beats

at Stone Horse

Green! \

www.CityofMidd Ieton.us/?'él icArt ; |

5:30
2]
A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR LOCAL SPONSORS: ol
S, 3 willy
97/ SketchWOrkS — street < Foundry
/" archvtecture CO-OP

COMMUNITY ADDITIONAL SPONSORS: AlphaGraphics Middleton - Atterbury, Kammer & Haag

DEVELOPMENT Downtown Middleton Bus. Assoc. - Goddard School - ISD Professional Services

AUTHORITY Keva Sports Center - Lerdahl - Meg McCombs Design - Tailored Engineering
KIDS' CORNER SPONSORS: Compass Properties - Goddard School
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' LIVE IN WASHINGTON PARK |

Great Give Day
Celebration

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 @ 4:30-6:30 PM
WASHINGTON PARK (700 LOCUST ST)
On Wednesday, May 15, community mem-
bers are invited to visit GreatGiveDay.org
and support their favorite participating
nonprofits with online donations of $10 or
more. Also, join the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubugue in Washington
Park at 4:30-6:30 p.m. to meet various

nonprofits participating in Great Give Day,
food trucks, and a live radio broadcast.
Great Give Day is a 24-hour, online
giving event organized by the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater Dubuque to
grow philanthropy in their seven-county
region, including Allamakee, Clayton,
Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson
and Jones Counties. All Great Give Day
donations are tax deductible. Gifts
of $50 or more to nonprofits that are
directing donations to their endowment
funds are also eligible for the gener-
ous Endow lowa 25% State Tax credit.
The leaderboard at GreatGiveDay.org
will reflect all donations in real time so
donors can track the total amount raised
as well as the progress of their favor-
ite organizations. Throughout the day,
nonprofits will compete for hourly and
grand prizes funded by local sponsors.
For more information, visit
GreatGiveDay.org or call the Commu-
nity Foundation at 563-588-2700. =

Clark Cup Final:
Dubuque

Fighting Saints
VS Fargo Force

GAME 3: FRIDAY, MAY 17 @ 7:05 PM
GAME 4: SATURDAY, MAY 18 @ 7:05 PM
(IF NECESSARY)

IMON ARENA (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
The Dubuque Fighting Saints clinched
their fourth Tier-I Conference Title with a
4-0 win against Muskegon and advanced
to the Clark Cup Finals with a 3-0 series
win. The junior hockey team has won the
Clark Cup five times and is the five-time
defending Cowbell Cup Champions.

Cheer them on at the ImOn Arena as
the head into the Clark Cup Final.

The Saints head to Fargo, the first seed
in the Western Conference, for their first
two bouts before the Force heads to Our
House on Friday, May 17 at 7:05 p.m. If
necessary, game 4 will also take place in
Dubuque on Saturday, May 18 at 7:05 p.m.

Purchase your tickets for game 3
at DubuqueFightingSaints.com. &

FRIENDS OF THE CARNEGIE-STOUT
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Spring Book Sale

MEMBERS PRE-SALE:

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 @ NOON-6:30 PM
PUBLIC SALE:

THURSDAY, MAY 23 @ NOON-6:30 PM
FRIDAY, MAY 24 @ NOON-4:30 PM
CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY
AUDITORIUM (360 W 11™ST)

The Friends of the Carnegie-Stout
Public Library host their annual book
sale starting with a members-only
pre-sale on Wednesday, May 22 from
noon to 6:30 p.m. The sale opens to
the public on May 23 at noon-6:30 p.m.
and May 24 at noon-4:30 p.m.

The sale features numerous items
with great prices including newer fiction,
history and biography, games, media
and a large selection of children’s books,
specialty items, and collectables.

All proceeds will directly benefit
the Library. Memberships are avail-
able at the door. For more information,
contact the Library at 563-589-4313
or visit carnegiestout.org. ®
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Foraging Hike

10:30 AM-12:30 PM @

HOOF IT (GALENA, IL)
Forage alongside the goats
as you wander the forest and
learn about the wild edibles
and non-edibles. From mush-
rooms to medicinal plants to
building a salad and topping
it with berries and nuts.
Explore the wonders of the
forest on this 2-hour journey.
No picking/eating allowed.
This is an informative experi-
ence. Photos and collabora-
tion are encouraged. All ages.
$48.616 S Devil’s Ladder Rd,
Galena, IL. 563-663-6944.
hoofit-galena.com.

Wanderwood Gardens
Educational Session
6-7:30 PM @ DUBUQUE
ARBORETUM &
BOTANICAL GARDENS
Enjoy a conversation with
Jared McGovern, Director of
the Wanderwood Gardens: a
forest of make-believe and
discovery. 3800 Arbore-
tum Dr. 563-556-2100.
DubuqueArboretum.net.

- A &
27" Annual BobFest
11 AM-6 PM @ SPRING
GREEN GENERAL STORE
(SPRING GREEN, WI)
Start your summer with an
all day outdoor music festival
celebrating the music of Bob
Dylan with 16 groups of local
musicians. Serving up Lake
Louie Brewing beer, The Cider
Farm hard cider, and The Fro-
zen Local ice cream. All ages.
Free. 137 S Albany St, Spring
Green, WI. 608-588-7070.
SpringGreenGeneral
Store.com.

DUBUQUE365.COM

East Dubuque
Memorial Day Parade
9:30 AM @ DOWNTOWN
EAST DUBUQUE, IL

Join East Dubuque veterans
groups to honor our past
veterans this Memorial

Day. Parade lineup begins
at 9.a.m. on Wall Street.
Military services follow at
East Dubuque Cemetery.

Dubuque Memorial
Day Parade

NOON @ SCHMITT ISLAND
Remember of all the men
and women who have served
our great nation. The parade
starts at noon followed by
a short memorial service at
Veterans Memorial Plaza.
Bring your lawn chairs

for both events. Purchase
food from Happy Hibachi,
Polidos, and Hangry Hobo.
There will be donation jars
at each truck to collect
donations for the American
Legion Post 6 and Dubuque
Marine Corp League funeral
details. 563-589-7840.
facebook.com/
DBQVeteransAffairs.

Teen Advisory Group:
Teen Hangout

5:15 PM @ CARNEGIE-
STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY
Games, crafts, and more.
Explore a craft or activity
while providing feedback
on making the library a
welcoming place for teens.
Ages 13-18. 360 W 11 St.
563-589-4225 x2228.
CarnegieStout.org.

Galena Center for
the Arts 3" Annual
Golf Outing

1PM @ EAGLE RIDGE
RESORT AND SPA NORTH
COURSE (GALENA, IL)
The tournament includes
an 18-hole round of golf for
a 4-person team, followed
by a light dinner. Games
include Flag Prizes, Beat
the Pro, and $10,000 Putt

Contest. Proceeds benefit the
Galena Center for the Arts.
$400/foursome, $100/indi-
vidual, $25/dinner only. 400
Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, IL.
galenacenterforthearts.com.

Italian Tomato
Galette Cooking Class
6-7 PM @ STEEPLE SQUARE
Learn how to make a rustic
pie with Italian flavors from
instructor Lynn Kaufman.

A galette is a rustic pie that

is formed without the use

of a tin. Incorporate lots

of Italian flavors to make a
delicious dish to take home.
This is the perfect night out
for a date night or a girl’s or
guy’s night out. $45. 101 E 15t"
St. 844-642-2338 x1399.
NICC.edu/solutions.

Italian Happy Hour/
Knife Skills

6-7:30 PM @ GALENA ARC
(GALENA, IL)

Friday Happy Hour learning
to make delicious Italian
appetizers while perfecting
your knife skills. Appetizers
include bruschetta, stuffed
mushrooms and focaccia
bread. Bring along your
favorite beverage and have
fun creating these treats.
Some items will require
baking at home before
eating. Each person will
need to bring a baking/
cookie sheet pan with edges
and a 9x9 inch baking pan.
$45.11084 W US HWY 20,
Galena, IL. GalenaARC.org.

BUT WAIT... THERE’S MORE!
VIEW OUR FULL EVENT LIST
DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS

SALON AND DAY SPA

A gift for all special
women—including you.

April 29—May 10: Gift Certificate Sale
Purchase a $100 gift card and
receive a S15 gift card

May 6-May 20

25% off Aveda Products &
Jane Iredale Mineral Cosmetics

Starting May 6
Aveda mug, tea, and travel hand relief

with $100 retail purchase
While supplies last

May 10-May 16: Aveda Plus Rewards Promo u
S50 Salon Service Certificate 4

for 7,500 points ®

Redeem online. Usually 10,000 points. .

TonicSalonDaySpa.com
4949 Asbury Rd, Asbury, IA
563-583-7654

€ TonicDubuque

@) TonicSalonDubuque
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1215 E. Platt St., Maquoketa, |A

h n\Na rd Box Office Hours: M-F, 9AM - 1PM
Tickets: 563.652.9815
FINE ARTS CENTER Tickets also available online...
www.ohnwardfineartscenter.com

HEARTACHE
TONIGHT

The Music

of

‘The Eagles

Saturday,
May 18,7 PM

From the powerful guitar duel in "Hotel All vocal harmonies and guitar parts are
California” to the shimmering harmonies of  faithful to the originals and performed live
"Peaceful Easy Feeling,” Heartache Tonight by tremendously talented musicians with
delivers a true Eagles concert experience, perfection-and passion.

with meticulous attention to every detail.

From the soaring a cappella harmonies of
“Seven Bridges Road," and the snarling
guitars of "Life In The Fast Lane," to the
anthemic country rock of "Take It Easy,"
and the beautifully evocative "Heart Or
The Matter., " flose your eyes and you'll
Tickets: $35(advance) / $38(door) swearyou're hearing the real thing.

Heartache Tonight brings together music
from all eras and incarnations of this huge
rock powerhouse that produced hits over

our decades.

Children’s

Sunday, May 19 11 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens
3800 Arboretum Drive

$2 admission per
person (all ages)
payable at the gate

Costumed Characters
Temporary Tattoos
Games & Prizes
DJ Services by
Free Activity Complete Weddings & Events
Emergency Vehicles & Helicopter
3 . COMPLETE
Food, drinks, and ice cream @ weddings + events

available for purchase

v
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Sponsored by NNNNG WEALTHmanacemen — ARBORETUM
AND BOTANCAL GARDENS.

12 365INK MAGAZINE MAY 9-MAY 22,2024 ISSUE #460

Ongoing &
Recurring
Events

Galena Territory
Farmers Market

8 AM-NOON @ GALENA
TERRITORY OWNERS’ CLUB
PARKING LOT (GALENA, IL)
MAY 26-0CT 13

2000 Territory Dr, Galena,

IL. 815-777-2000.
TheGalenaTerritory.com.

Early Explorers

10 AM @ NATIONAL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
MUSEUM & AQUARIUM
1STTUE

Discover the ABCs through
hands-on and active activi-
tiesincluding a craftand a
game. Ages 2-5 with parent/
caregiver. RSVP suggested.
$10 Non-members; $8
members; adult free. 350 E
319St. 563-557-9545 x222.
RiverMuseum.org.

WEDNESDAY

Cuba City
Community Market
4-7 PM @ VETERAN’S
MEMORIAL PARK

(CUBA CITY, WI)

3RPWED THROUGH SEPT
100 S Washington St, Cuba
City, WI. 608-744-2152.
facebook.com/
CubaCityMarket.

Dubuque Harley
Davidson Bike Nights
6-9 PM @ MCGRATH
DUBUQUE
HARLEY-DAVIDSON

LAST WED THROUGH AUG
Bikes night aren’t just for
bikes anymore! Classic cars,
Jeeps, off-road vehicles, or
anything with wheels is wel-
come. $1,000s in prizes each
night. Live music, drinks, and
food available. 145 N Crescent
Ridge. Dubuque
Harley-Davidson.com.

She Unites

6:30-7:30 PM

@ THE INNOVATION LAB
3ROWED

An inclusive women’s group
working to connect women
across the region through
education, philanthropy,
mutual support, and

more. Free. 210 Jones St.
SheUniteslowa.com/events.

THURSDAY

Dyersville

Farmers Market
3-5PM @ COMMERCIAL
CLUB PARK
(DYERSVILLE, 1A)

MAY 23-0CT 3

225 11" St SE, Dyersville, IA.
dyersville.org/events.

Gary’s Graffiti Nights
5-9:30 PM @ KENNEDY MALL
MAY 16-SEPT 12

Celebrating their 42" year,
cars 1979 and older gather
fora1950s-1960s car show
based on American Graffiti
with music and door prizes.
555 JFK Rd. 563-588-1406.
facebook.com/
GarysGraffitiNights.

Millwork Night Market
5-8 PM @ 7™-9™

AND JACKSON ST

2N°THU THROUGH OCT
MillworkNightMarket.com.

East Dubuque
Cruisin’ Thursdays
5-9 PM @ SINSINAWA
AVE, EAST DUBUQUE, IL
THROUGH SEPT

Open to all years of classic,
muscle, and unique cars,
trucks, and motorcycles.
Great food, closed street,
open containers, and live
music. facebook.com/
eastdubuquecarshow.

Food Festival Fridays
11 AM-2 PM

@ WASHINGTON PARK
15TFRI THROUGH SEPT
Join area food vendors

in Washington Park for

a lunchtime food fest.
365ink Magazine brings the
perfect side dish to your
chicken sandwich, pizza,

or coffee: local, live music!
Hosted by Dubuque Main
Street. Free. 700 Locust St.
dubuquemainstreet.com.

SATURDAY

Dubuque Farmers’
Market

7 AM-NOON @ AROUND
12™ AND IOWA ST
THROUGH SEPT @ 7 AM
OCT @8 AM
563-588-4400.
DubuqueFamersMarket.org.

Galena Farmers
Market

7 AM-NOON @ GALENA
CITY HALL PARKING LOT
(GALENA, IL)

MAY 18-0CT

101 Green St, Galena,
IL.563-542-0996.
facebook.com/
galenafarmersmarket.

Dyersville

Downtown Market

8 AM-NOON @ 3R° AVE SW
AND 3R°ST, DYERSVILLE, IA
LAST SAT: JUNE-SEPT
DyersvilleDowntown
Market.com.

Platteville Summer
Farmer’s Market

8 AM-NOON @
PLATTEVILLE CITY PARK
(PLATTEVILLE, WI)
THROUGH OCT

75 N Bonson St, Platte-
ville, WI. 608-218-4374.
PlattevilleFarmers
MarketWl.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS

LOOKING FOR A FREE AND EASY WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR
EVENTS? SEND YOUR EVENT CALENDAR OUR WAY!

EMAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM

DUBUQUE365.COM
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Five Flags Center

The Five Flags Center is located at 405 Main St. in Downtown
Dubuque. Fees may apply to ticket purchases. Tickets are available
at Ticketmaster.com or at the Five Flags Center Box Office. For more
information, call 563-589-4254 or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Golden Girls:
The Laughs
Continue

THURSDAY, MAY 9 @ 7:30 PM

FIVE FLAGS THEATER

Thank you for being a...fan! Follow-

ing sold out performances and rave

reviews across the country in 2023, The

Golden Girls are back and better than

ever with a brand new stage show that’s

more exciting than a trip to the Rusty

Anchor. See it live at the Five Flags

Theater on Thursday, May 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Golden Girls: The Laughs Continue

is a professional stage show unlike any

other Golden Girls tribute that you might

have experienced. The play is written

by Robert Leleux, author of The Mem-

oirs of a Beautiful Boy and The Living

End and directed by Eric Swanson,

co-founder and executive director of

The Detroit Actors’ Theatre Company.
Ages 18+, Tickets are $50-$75. ®

Moriah the
Medium

SATURDAY, MAY 11 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
Join Moriah the Medium for an evening
you’ll never forget at the Five Flags
Theater on Saturday, May 11at 7 p.m.
Experience live readings with the
audience, communicating with your loved
ones who have passed, and learn how
you can communicate with them too.
Moriah the Medium is a former combat
Veteran of Desert Storm, published
author, and has appeared on A&E and the
Biography Channel’s Paranormal Cops.
Attendance does not guarantee a
personal message or connection. Any
readings that are conducted during the
show are intended to provide insights,

DUBUQUE365.COM

guidance, and comfort, but they should

not be considered a substitute for profes-

sional advice, medical treatment, or thera-

peutic interventions. Moriah the Medium is

committed to providing a respectful and

consoling experience for all participants.
Tickets start at $39. B

S
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STATIEX SEVENDUST

MACHINE KILLER TOUR FEATURING

Static-X,
Sevendust,
and DOPE

FRIDAY, MAY 17 @ 7 PM

FIVE FLAGS ARENA

Metal legends Static-X and Sevendust
bring their Machine Killer Tour to the Five
Flags Arena on Friday, May 17 at 7 p.m.
The Machine Killer Tour is a reunion that
is over two decades in the making and
goes all the way back to 1999. Static-X,
Sevendust, and DOPE were each explod-
ing onto the scene and partnered up

to create one of the most memorable
tours of that year. Now the metal holy
trinity will continue touring together.
Static-X rose to fame with their 1999
platinum selling debut aloum Wisconsin
Death Trip and went on to release five
more albums over the course of the next
decade. The band has sold more than
3-million albums in the US alone and
has had multiple chart-topping radio
singles. On Nowv. 1, 2014, founding mem-
ber Wayne Static unexpectedly passed
away. The now reformed lineup continue
to make headlines with their sold-out
touring and new music while keeping
their signature Evil Disco sound alive.
Sevendust never follow a linear path.
Instead, they continue to bulldoze a
lane of their own with a proven one-two
punch of rumbling grooves, unpredict-
able riffing, and stirringly soulful vocals
unlike anything else in hard rock. It’s why
they’ve been around since 1994, tallied
global sales of seven million, logged three
gold-selling albums, delivered three Top
15 debuts on the Billboard 200, and gar-
nered a Grammy Award nomination in the
category of “Best Metal Performance.”
Tickets are $35-%$65. &

NPC Mighty
Muscle on the
Mississippi
SATURDAY, MAY 25 @ 5 PM

FIVE FLAGS THEATER

The NPC Mighty Muscle on the Mis-
sissippi brings its bodybuilding

competition to the Five Flags The-
ater on Saturday, May 25 at 5 p.m.

The event will feature several categories
and divisions including bikini, classic phy-
sique, figure, fitness, men’s bodybuilding,
men’s physique, national physique commit-
tee, wellness, women’s bodybuilding, and
women’s physique. The event is organized
by UPA Events and Bill Carpenter.

Tickets start at $43-$53. m

A BOLD, DRAMATIC ADVENTURE

TERRA NOVA

BY TED TALLY . 78

Terra Nova

MAY 31 AND JUNE 1,7, AND 8 @ 7:30 PM
JUNE2 @ 2 PM

FIVE FLAGS BIJOU ROOM

Fly-By-Night Productions sets the stage
for Terra Nova at the Five Flags Center
Bijou Room on May 31and June 1, 7, and
8 at 7:30 p.m.and June 2 at 2 p.m.

In the winter of 1911-1912, five English-
men and five Norwegians raced each
other to the bottom of the earth. Only
the five Norwegians returned. This is
the story of the Englishmen. Terra Nova
is based on Capt. Robert Falcon Scott’s
1911-1912 expedition to be first to discover
the South Pole. Blending devised scenes
and historical fact drawn from Scott’s
journals and letters, the play’s action
merges scenes of the explorer and his
men at various stages of their ordeal,
with flashbacks of Scott’s young wife and
fateful glimpses of his Norwegian rival,
Roald Amundsen, whose party beat Scott
to the South Pole. A journey of heroism
and honor, in spite of its failure, this play
will keep you in suspense to the end.

Tickets are $20. For more infor-
mation call Fly-By-Night Produc-
tions at 563-599-9486 or visit
FlyByNightDubuque.com. &
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Building
Adventure

Q Casino
Phase 1 Opens

By Bryce Parks

About this time in 2022, the new president
and CEO of Q Casino and the DRA, Alex
Dixon, shared his vision with us about what
“could be” on Schmitt Island in downtown
Dubuque. A year later, he more fully laid
out a five-phase plan to make that vision a
reality. And finally, today, the first part of
that vision is coming true. And that’s not

a “pretty soon” kind of promise. By the
time the next issue of 365ink comes out,
the spectacularly renovated gaming floor,
entertainment showroom, Q Sportsbook
and Q Sports Bar/restaurant will open for
business, and newly established Q Casino
+ Resort at 1855 Greyhound Park Rd. can’t
wait for you to see it. Heck, | saw it myself,
and | can’t wait for you to see it either.

On April 23, during a groundbreaking
ceremony for one of the next phases of
development, The Key Hotel and roof-
top restaurant, there was a flood of new
updates on all of the excitement and devel-
opment happening on the island. Aside
from unveiling that stunning new Key Hotel
and its timeline, Dixon and other dignitar-
ies laid out what’s next on the docket. It
will contain the soon-to-be family enter-
tainment center named Island Social that
was previously the left or upper portion
of the casino which includes the already
completed Island Social Kitchen + Bar. The
timeline also includes a permanent amphi-
theater, outdoor trailhead on the island,

a new overpass to connect the city to the
island and the Wisconsin Bridge to avoid
increased train traffic, and an opening date
for the remodeled casino. While promised
by this summer, prepare to see what all
the excitement is about on May 24. And
wouldn’t you know it, that Memorial Day
weekend also just happens to be the first
big weekend of shows at Dubuque’s big-
gest summer concert venue, Back Waters
Stage presented by MidWestOne Bank.

It’s a lot to take in. Not just the new
casino and all of its amenities, but all of
the expansion projects in the works like
The Key Hotel, the upcoming concert
series, and what it all means to you and
me. So, let’s dive in, chronologically, and
discover what’s new and what is soon to
be. To do that, we sat down with the trio
that is leading the charge on change: Q
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THE NEW ENTRANCE AT Q CASINO + RESORT

Casino CEO Alex Dixon, Chief Commercial
Officer Stacy Kansky, and Chief Operating
and Financial Officer Brian Rakestraw.

Alex Dixon smiled as he said, “I like to
talk seasons,” when explaining the advance
timeline on the casino’s reopening.

“So, all along, we’ve said summer 2024,”
he says. “And so we’ll let the readers or
you decide whether May 24 is summer
or not. But for us, we couldn’t be open-
ing at a better time to have a great lineup
that weekend at the Back Waters Stage.
It’s such a staple for us to be having that.
We can all take in the Kickoff to Summer
and other concerts, discover the new Q
Casino, go back and forth and enjoy it all.”

And while it works out well in their
favor to have everything aligned like this,
when dealing with renovation and expan-
sion, it’s equally important to Dixon to
allow themselves and their staff time to
acclimate in order to perform at a high
level. And to that end, he reports, “We'’re
right on schedule as it relates to the casino
and couldn’t be more excited about it!”

The enthusiastic energy is evident
among the staff who have been envi-
sioning this day for a few years now. It’s
one thing to build a casino, it’s another
thing to rebuild a casino while you
stay open during the entire process.

“When you introduce a significant
amount of change,” Dixon continues,
“many people in general don’t necessar-
ily like it while it’s happening. But | think
they’ll like the end product. When they
see the new casino and resort and where
we’ve gone, people will be excited about
the end destination. But the process, as
you can imagine, even just over the last
couple of weeks, is constant change.
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“And so we’re deeply grateful and
appreciative to our loyal customers and the
Dubugque community who’ve continued to
come throughout this construction period
and will continue to do so and really over
the next couple of weeks in early May as
we’re going to have to move our current
casino to our newly remodeled casino, but
we promised where we’re headed not only
just as our property but as anisland it is
worth the temporary disruption because it’s
going to enable us to give a better product
to our core customers as well as start to
attract new people. Competition is growing
around us, and we have to put our best
foot forward to reinvest in our customers.”

The vibe of the new casino floor
hits you the moment you turn into the
space. Instead of slots, you are greeted
by a stunning new centerpiece bar. It’s
not just a bar, it’s an art installation.

Says Dixon, “We’re excited that Island
Social Kitchen + Bar, which will be the new
restaurant venue, also opens to all ages,
starting on Memorial Day weekend. It’s
great to be able to see all our team mem-
bers, especially our table games dealers,
who are able to be part of this new vibe
just off of that area,” which is separate
from the centerpiece bar mentioned above.

For those who know the space, that
is where the Farmhouse Kitchen used
to be. Aside from the actual Q Sports-
book betting windows, that whole
dining and bar area will be open to
all ages, which is a game changer.

“That’s gonna bring a whole differ-
ent type of energy to our property,”
adds Dixon, “to be able to have a venue
where literally the entire family could
come down. That space, | think, is gonna

wow people in terms of the look, the feel,
the vibe. Come Memorial Day week-

end, we’ll have a brand new restaurant
that we’ll introduce to Dubuque!”

“It’s very modern, very elegant,” adds
Brian Rakestraw. “All the new table games
look very sharp. We’re adding 50-plus new
slot products.” Brian believes they’ve got
the sexiest-looking craps tables he’s ever
seen. “And the new centerpiece bar is an
elevated element which will have video
poker machines in it and a raised non-smok-
ing seated lounge area right in front of it.

In front of that lounge area, we have a 195-
inch video wall for big games and more.”

Details matter, and that’s why all the
bathrooms are elegantly redone, Guest
Services have been similarly redone and
improved, and not just for guests, but
equally as importantly, to improve the team
members’ experience and assist in doing
their jobs better, more efficiently, and more
enjoyably. These are things that you’ll never
see but will make serving you better.

“I’ll give you a prime example,” says
Rakestraw. “All our beer coolers used to be
outside. We have three beer coolers inside,
strategically located, so that our team can
get the product they need to the bars much
easier and quicker than they have before.”
That all adds up. “We have an employee
window where a guest can take care of
their needs off the casino floor. We have
a new VIP host office right on the casino
floor, so guests would have direct access.”

And the critical component of
live music returns after a hiatus as
the Q Showroom also reopens.

The Q Showroom is just exceeding all
expectations, according to Brian: “We’ve
taken all the booths out, and relocated the
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sound booth inside the room. On one side,
where booths were, we created an elevated
seating area which would be highboy chairs
with tables. The bar is now a highlight of
the room, the actual bar top is backlit,
so it kind of glows, and the tiled backbar
looks like the bars of a digital equalizer.”
Sound-wise, the room features all new
equipment. Subwoofers and speakers
which were once on the floor now rim the
curved ceiling proscenium, out of the way
and sounding great. “One of the things I'm
excited about,” adds Brian, “is that we did
a really good job of insulating the room.
So if you're experiencing the casino floor,
we are kind of keeping that noise bar-
ricaded, where the sound hopefully won’t
bleed out as much. And we also did all
new attractive panels in the showroom to
make that actual ambiance noise inside the
showroom 10 times better than before.”
The Showroom is gorgeous on
the outside, too, with massive, back-
lit, opaque window-looking panels
that give it a real feeling of a highlight
venue within a highlight venue.
It’s all a million little pieces, some
you’ll notice and some you won't,
that come together to equal more
than the sum of their party.
Chief Commercial Officer Stacy Kansky
elaborates, “It was a core group of us that,

as we went through the development plans,
very thoughtfully talked about and planned
out everything to make sure that the flow,
the energy, the vibe was being created from
the moment you enter the rotunda and
make that right turn into the casino. The
repositioned bar lounge positioned right

as you enter the casino sets the energy
right off the floor immediately and the

tone for what you’re about to walk into.
Everything from materials to the finishes,
color palettes, was thoughtfully selected
and very intentional to make an impact.”

They even added an automatic coat
check. Now a guest can swipe their card
(literally any card in their wallet that has
a mag stripe on the back of it), hang their
coat on the automated system, and then
when they leave, they swipe the same
card get their coat back. They don’t
have to worry about anybody walking
off with it or anything of that nature.

So, yes, your Jersey Mike’s points card
can also be your coat check card at Q
Casino + Resort. Technology, baby!

They also partnered with Lime Rock
Springs and Pepsi to offer beverage sta-
tions with multiple selections and varia-
tions so that you can get all your favorite
beverages free there on the gaming floor.

And it’s important to note significant
upgrades to the HVAC system to be able to

improve the air quality within the build-
ing. In addition to the massive air transfer
columns by the main bar that double as
impressive artistic design features, we
saw these new HVAC systems on our
tour, and they are hidden ventilation
built into the design of the bases of slot
machine “islands.” Airflow is constant
and significant with multiple forms of
filtration including ultraviolet light and
charcoal filtration. There’s even an air
wall separating the gaming floor from the
main entrance rotunda. As noted ear-
lier, a stylish raised lounge area next to
the main bar on the gaming floor will be
smoke free, so even with its open location
in the center of the entire gaming space,
the ventilation will keep it at an elevated
level of fresh and clean from the already
incredibly ventilated gaming floor.

We were also impressed by the design
of the slot islands, allowing people to play
next to each other without feeling like

they’re right next to each other, an idea that
became important in the wake of COVID-19.

Moving into the Island Social Kitchen +
Bar area, a completely new space features
another great bar design and a room filled

with enough TVs to carry all the big games

and even a moving scoreboard ticker. But
it’s still got a very cozy vibe to it, even as
we saw it full of construction equipment

and with the cool flooring covered for
protection. Through the “mess” we could
easily grasp the concept. This is going
to be a sweet space to dine in and catch
a game. There’s also a great overflow
area off the main bar that could serve
as both seating for big games but you
could also host parties and other gather-
ings in a dedicated space all your own.
And like the rest of the casino, the food
and drinks at the new dining venue will
be elevated too, thanks to Miles Breed,
director of food and beverage at Q Casino
+ Resort. In addition to tried-and-tested
favorites from the Q Sports Bar era, there
will be elevated menu items, which include
new main entrees. So look for higher-end
American fare like elevated salads, steaks,
salmon, and other dishes you wouldn’t
expect from a sports bar atmosphere.
They are also creating crafted cocktail
menus so you can get special drinks at
the casino bar that’ll be different from
specially designed drinks for the Island
Social Kitchen. It’s all above and beyond.
“We literally went down to the studs
in the building,” shares Alex Dixon,
“and that extends outside, as well, so
there’s going to be some very noticeable
upgrades on the exterior of the building.
We've just finished repainting the main
porte-cochére, we’ve re-striped the entire
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THE NEW CENTERPIECE BAR

parking lot, and our new marquee sign will
be coming late in May or in early June.”

What is essentially a new
casino deserves a new brand.

“That’s exactly it,” confirms Dixon. “With
the overall transition to Q Casino + Resort,
you’re going to continue to see the new
logo as we phase out the older branding.
We’re proud of all our previous brands,
but as many companies do, you have an
evolution, and so we’re excited about that.
And | think it’s also important that even our
team members are all getting brand new
uniforms, so we’re taking care of them.”

And when you come to see it all over
Memorial Day weekend, note that in addi-
tion to the great music outside, the Q Show-
room stage will be rocking all weekend, too.

Friday night outdoors brings the
popular Kickoff to Summer featuring
The LoveMonkeys with Jabberbox and
For Those About to Yacht. And then
Saturday night and Sunday are both free
shows. Saturday brings a great country
tribute band called Buckle, and then
Sunday brings ’80s rock in The Hype.

What’s Next?

After the new casino floor and Island Social
Kitchen + Bar opens, they will immediately
close the upper temporary casino, old Q
Sports Bar, and Q Sportsbook to begin
the big transition to the rest of the Island
Social family-friendly entertainment desti-
nation. As Alex Dixon likes to give project
completion dates in terms of seasons, look
for this to be open by winter of this year.
Let’s get a layout of the space. If you go
up the stairs to the left when entering Q
Casino + Resort and enter the former gam-
ing floor, to your right at about 3 o’clock on
a clock face, you'll find the new Island Social
Kitchen + Bar already done and open. As
you move counterclockwise to noon, you
will find six new duckpin bowling lanes.
“These are a boutique, bespoke,
kind of curated environment,” describes
Dixon. “Lots of brick, great painting

detail, great, it’s a highly-curated, just
kind of venue experience.”

You then continue left to 10 o’clock and
find a newly remodeled 7,600-square-foot
event space called Reflections. Currently
the temporary casino space and not so long
ago, the grandstands for the greyhound
racetrack, even though it was remodeled
to host the temporary casino, it’s getting
completely redone again to become this
permanent event venue, great for meetings,
weddings, galas, celebrations, and more.

It will be able to host hundreds of guests.

And then in the center of the clock
where the Q Sportsbook and Q Sports Bar
as well as the slots are, that whole area
will turn into a high-end, family-friendly
arcade. Think Big Duck Hunter and the
like. An interactive and diverse collection
of challenging and fun experiences for all
ages to enjoy. Where the Q Sportsbook is
today will be six lanes of digital axe throw-
ing (you heard that right!) And there will be
two main party rooms that can host, say, a
birthday party of 15 to 25 people in a seated
environment with their own dedicated area
of the arcade floor for their celebration.

“Today, the current retail shop,” just at
the top right of the stairs coming into the
former upper casino, “will convert to what
we’re calling The Social Post,” continues
Alex. “And that will be a mixture of a
redemption area for the prizes from the
arcade, as well as a retail shop that will
highlight the resort, as well as a lot of local
offerings. And we’ll continue to add to that
to make sure we have great Dubuque, IA,
and Driftless region gifts and products.”

Stacy Kansky emphasizes the massive
importance of having half of the facility
suddenly accessible to the entire fam-
ily and what that means to the entire
Island. “It’s something that will allow us
to position ourselves as having something
for everyone,” she says. “Many things for
everyone! Right now, it is a very limited
experience for the under-21 set. Families
do come here. We have a lot of youth
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THE NEW GAMING FLOOR

teams, whether it’s hockey or baseball, and
they stay at the Hilton, and their form of
entertainment is running out in the halls or
sitting in the lobby with a deck of cards.”

That’s about to change, big time!

“With the addition of Island Social, it
creates a complete experience for whether
you want the thrill of playing in the arcade
or for adults on the casino floor,” Kansky
elaborates. “Whether you want a great
culinary experience or something that’s
more family-driven, kids can enjoy arcade
games while parents relax in a great bar
with the game on the TV. We'll just have
a little bit of something for everyone.

And then with the new Key Hotel and
Hilton Garden Inn, great accommoda-
tions, so when people are traveling, they
now have a place to stay and experience
the benefit of a resort full of amenities.”

We can see that access to these ameni-
ties also elevates the value and popular-
ity of amenities on the other side of the
island such as the beautiful Veterans
Memorial Plaza, ImOn Arena, skate park,
baseball fields, Catfish Charlie’s, and the
Miller Riverview Park campground.

During the Dubuque Fighting Saints
season, you can have a meal with the
entire family at the resort then walk or
drive over to catch a game, as there’s
plenty of parking on the casino side dur-
ing that season. And it extends people’s
stay to really make a night of it.

“And that’s just what this is all
about,” explains Alex Dixon. “And so
the investments we’re making help
to grow the market and develop-
ment across the entire island.”

The Key Hotel with

Rooftop Restaurant,

Bar and Event Space

Next up on the list of dream projects that
are coming true is The Key Hotel complete
with rooftop restaurant, bar, and event
space, unveiled last month during an
impressive groundbreaking event on the

DUBUQUE365.COM

site where the new seven-story, 90 room
boutique Hilton Tapestry-branded resort
will sit. It will be nestled in between the
casino’s administrative office wing and the
Hilton Garden Inn. Scheduled to be open
fall of 2025, the stunning centerpiece hotel
plays on the notion of Dubuque as the “Key
City.” Like everything else in this process,
it’s an elevated product that the Q Casino
+ Resort crew and partners identify as
being desperately needed in our market.
“Once we make these investments into
the resort, as more people come to the
Field of Dreams, from Galena or southwest
Wisconsin, we want to have a product that
people not only could be proud of but truly
desire,” says Dixon. “And | think everyone
in our community would agree that with
the beautiful bluffs along the Mississippi,
we need more rooftop spaces. And, in fact,
there are no rooftop restaurants within
Dubugue. And so, clearly you can’t build
a hotel without it. Our mantra all along
has been, ‘We deserve nice things!” And
so we’ve partnered with great architects
and teamed with Conlon Construction
from Dubugue. So much of the talent
and the materials are being sourced here
locally within the region. It’s going to add
a level of not only sophistication, but it will
change the skyline of Dubuque. Imagine
driving from Wisconsin over that bridge,
you’ll eventually see a beautiful amphi-
theater over to your right and then be
met by this a beautiful hotel and resort.”
One of the things we’re so excited
about,” adds Stacy Kansky, “is partnering
with Hilton’s Tapestry Collection brand
to tell that local story which will reso-
nate not only here locally but within the
region, highlighting rock and stonework,
wood grain and colors, bringing in those
elements of the prairie around us. The
earth tones that just really create and
complement the region are going to be
naturally appealing. The complement of
that rooftop restaurant, details of which
we’ll reveal at a later time, is going to be
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very different than people are expect-

ing and | think is really going to be a hit.
And | know that space will be not only
serve as a restaurant and bar, but it’ll have
an additional banquet space up there

too. So if you want a smaller wedding

or a nice business dinner, what a great
place to have it looking out at the most
magnificent views with a great culinary
experience and a great place to gather. “

The views will get you there at a mini-
mum once, probably more, Alex Dixon is
sure. “But the food is what’s going to keep
people coming back, and we have the
benefit of the next year and a half continu-
ing to test Miles Breed'’s creations. Island
Social Kitchen + Bar will show you the evo-
lution we’re taking, but this rooftop restau-
rant is going to speak to Dubuquers; it will
speak to the region. On the island, there’s
a little bit of an unexpected adventure
that you will be pleasantly surprised by.”

No wonder there was a palpable
level of excitement at the groundbreak-
ing, drawing 150-plus movers and
shakers from the region, as well as Las
Vegas and Minneapolis. The Key Hotel
will be a jewel in the $83 million-plus
renovation and expansion of the prop-
erty that began in September 2023.

It takes many people across a variety
of disciplines to bring this vision to life,
and while attending the groundbreak-
ing, we got a sense of just how many
diverse partners and how many moving
parts are involved in a complex multi-
phase project like this. From fund-
ing partners and contractors to heavy
involvement from the city, support of
nonprofits, and the building blocks of
state and federal grants, to make these
steps possible. One phase opens at a
time, but they are all progressing simul-
taneously, just on varied timelines.

Est. 2005

The Amphitheater
After the hotel, the amphitheater is the
next big thing, thanks to the City of
Dubugue. They have agreed to issue bonds
in order to be able to pay for and lead
the development. The Dubuque Rac-
ing Association and Q Casino + Resort
will repay those bonds, so there’s no
impact to the city and taxpayers based
upon that. The planning team is actively
in design mode to build a phenomenal
concert venue. And true to brand, it
will be a decidedly elevated experi-
ence from what the Back Waters Stage
is today, which is already pretty great.
“We were able to welcome thousands
of people, close to 7,000 last year, for Jelly
Roll,” shares Brian Rakestraw, “but now
it’s time to step up and have a beauti-
ful permanent venue that overlooks the
Mississippi. | can’t tell you the level of
thought that has gone into the placement
of the stage. How do we limit the amount
of the sound impact to communities both
in lllinois and lowa with position and
earthen berms? Where can we improve
parking? How can we get people in and
out safely and have some great architec-
tural as well as artistic elements within
there? So, we’re well underway with all of
our design. This is a project that is led by
the city, and so they will be continuing to
drive the bus. Once the design is complete,
local contractors will then be able to bid
on it, and we anticipate that by spring of
2025, we will be under construction.”
You can already start to see some of
the work on the old race track that has
taken place. Q Casino + Resort part-
nered with the city to be able to take
some of the dredge materials taken from
the Mississippi River to keep channels
clear, to fill in the center of the actual
track, saving the city several hundreds
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of thousands of dollars in fill at a later
date. That actual track area is going
to become a green space, and they
have several ideas and partnerships
for a different development there.

If you look at exactly where the dog
kennel compound is, that’s where the
amphitheater is going to be. The stage
will be set back far behind where it is
now, near where the entrance is to Miller
Riverview Park. As you’re watching the
show, you’re not seeing the casino, but
you will have a possible glimpse of the
river on the side. They will take a little bit
of the parking lot that currently hosts the
concerts, but then the rest of that parking
right now becomes new VIP parking.

This new permanent music venue
will make hosting concerts and festivals
cheaper and easier, and they will be
hosted with a far higher level of quality
of service and experience both for the
public and the crew running the events.
Brian is particularly pumped for the new
space. “The new venue is going to be
great,” he says. “We meet on a bi-weekly
basis to plan. We’re learning from past
years what’s successful and not so suc-
cessful, and we’re giving input to the
architects and designers that are helping
build this new amphitheater, trying to
improve our guest experience as we go.”

And it’s not just their guests who
are going to love it. Imagine how much
work team members are not going to
have to do now because amenities are
permanently in place. All the stuff you
have to move in and move out is just...
well, there. No putting up beer sheds
and fencing. “You know we don’t have
to worry about the stage because it’s
there permanently, so we’re super excited
about that possibility,” adds Rakestraw.

Stacy Kansky is confident that people
are going to love the atmosphere but that
it will also be a game-changer, attract-
ing an additional caliber of artists in the
future. “I think the amphitheater is going

to provide that experience,” she says.
“Outdoor shows are rain or shine. They
only cancel a show for wind or lightning.”
Brian sums it up: “Ten years of outdoor
concert experience gives us an advantage
for making sure that we’re building it not
only to have a great experience for guests,
but also making sure that we’re setting our
team up for success. The hard construction
should be done by the end of 2025, and we
will open to the public in line with the Back
Waters Stage season in summer of 2026.”

Growing the Island and Access
“Let’s shift to the rest of the island for a
bit,” suggests Dixon. “We are the tip of the
spear. The casino is the golden goose, but
we are part of this entire area, and you've
got to make reinvestments within it for
success. And so we're very fortunate the
city has allowed us to do that. We're very
fortunate that the nonprofit community
understands that making the sacrifice

of splitting the profits three ways allows
us to make investments in the broader
island that hopefully benefit everyone.”

Alex is working from a philoso-
phy that a smaller cut of a bigger
pot still benefits everyone in the
end. Rising tides float all boats.

“That’s exactly it,” he says. “And so
we’re deeply appreciative of the contin-
ued support of the nonprofit community
who’s done that. We are going to be
hosting a number of them at these new
and renovated venues to help them raise
more money, to help them grow capacity.”

Coming off of the 16t Street bridge,
you will soon be able to walk and bike all
the way from the bridge along the outside
of the marina, and along the lake by the
Schmitt Island Veterans Memorial Plaza
thanks to the trailhead project that Alex
says was spearheaded by Congresswoman
Ashley Henson. And then there will be
improvements to sidewalks so that people
who are parking over in the McAleece
Ball Field Park will have a quality walkway
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access to ImOn Arena that needs spill-
over parking to accommodate fans. The
trailhead will jut out from that walkway
overlooking the waterway. You may see
these new pedestrian amenities when
you take in the Memorial Day Parade,
which moved to Schmitt Island last year
and returns there again this season.
Granted, there will be growing pains.
“There is literally construction going on
on every corner of the island,” acknowl-
edges Dixon. “And so | know it can be
sometimes disconcerting. But when

you look at an example like the Veter-

ans Memorial and you see that finished
product, just imagine, five, 10, 15 years
from now, this entire island should be both
environmentally protected but should also
have a level of fit and finish that inspires
people to spend time here. And so it’s
going to take time, but literally, we’re at it
each and every day. We are advocating for
and partnering with folks to improve the
lighting, the sidewalks, the visibility, and
the landscaping so that places look and
feel and are safe. The way to accelerate is

if more people come because the infra-
structure will follow the feet of our local
community, and success begets success.
So, we need people to come down to the
shows, we need people to come check
out the newly renovated casino, we need
people to come see a great event at the
ImOn Arena, go to the marina, go walk
the trails, and do all there is to do here.”

Trains, More Trains
and Automobiles
Finally, as we all know, railways split down-
town Dubuque and can make access from
downtown to the Wisconsin Bridge, Kerper
Blvd., and Schmitt Island impossible. Only
two at-grade level crossings exist (the 3
Street overpass to Port of Dubuque and
Fengler Street bridge), leaving a signifi-
cant gap in between. There desperately
needs to be another in the middle as
train traffic is scheduled to double over
the course of the next year and a half,
and the amount of times people will get
stuck at a train track is going to increase.
About two years ago, the city
approached the DRA to help partner
to provide matching funds to pursue a
Department of Transportation RAISE
grant to improve infrastructure nation-
wide, a highly competitive process. The
DRA, through the Schmitt Island fund,

contributed $750,000 to showcase that
the community badly needed this level of
infrastructure. Dubuque was subsequently
very fortunate to win the design phase of
the grant. You would think and hope that
the federal government wouldn’t award a
design ph