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I’m a pretty generous guy, I think, but 
man, can I hold a grudge when I think 
stupidity, apathy, or injustice is at work.

I say this as I pay off the final bills from 
our old office. We had Mediacom busi-
ness internet there. This is like Mediacom’s 
at-home service, except that we did a 
speed check, and it’s actually a frac-
tion of the at-home speed… for twice 
the price! Welcome to being a business! 
The other difference is that they force 
you into multi-year renewal contracts for 
service. So even though we had been a 
customer for like 20 years, you still need 
to, I guess, sign a new contract every few 
years even though nothing changes about 
the service or equipment. The only thing 
it does is paint you into a corner, so that 
if you end service before the contract 
is up… yep… PENALTY! Nevermind that 
you’ve been a good client for a couple of 
decades. And that is exactly what hap-
pened. I am apparently just finishing the 
second year of my three-year contract 
renewal, and thus I owe them $1,000 
for ending the service early. We could 
not transfer service, as we have internet 
provided as part of the rent in our new 
space. So the only answer is canceling.

I understand that it was a contract and 
they can bend me over whatever bar-
rel they like, but it’s just bad business, in 
my opinion. What way is that to treat a 
longtime customer? And along those lines, 
I have Mediacom at home as well. Well, I 
did anyway. I’m changing to ImOn now, 
purely out of spite. They can take their 
$1,000 pound of flesh, but they’re also 
losing what, $2,500 or so per year in billing 
to my home? So kiss that goodbye. And if 
anyone else in our office switches, that’s 
another $2,500 a year gone from their 
coffers per angry person changing their at-
home service. So Mediacom, you do your 
thing and trigger my thing, and now you 
lost way more money than you would have 
if you’d have had some compassion, or just 
plain old respect for longtime customers.

And then there was the saga of moving 
the 365ink office number to ring to my 
cellphone. What a mess! After getting my 
account number and PIN for my Media-
com account, I had to contact Verizon 
and provide them the info to begin the 
process. Ten minutes later, the nice guy 
who helped me said it was all taken care 
of, and in 24 hours it would all switch.

Guess how well that worked? When I 
called 26 hours later, that service agent 
could not even find any changes made to 
the account. Why was I not shocked? After 
two transfers, I got a guy who sounded 
like he was calling from the floor of the 

stock exchange. He said in broken English 
that there was a birthday party happening 
behind him. A comedy of epic proportions 
ensued and as I talked to the guy, Kristina, 
who was sitting across from me in the 365 
office, was holding back laughter listening 
to me try to communicate with this person.

He kept confusing which number I was 
porting over and which was my existing 
cellphone number. And then he told me to 
turn off the phone I was porting to and I 
was like, “Um… I’m talking to you on that 
phone.” He asked me to do this three times 
over 10 minutes. A couple times he said, 
“Can you start over and tell me what we’re 
trying to do?” Insert massive eye-roll and 
rage-calming exhale here. And then during 
pauses, he started asking me weird ques-
tions. “Oh, you have an iPhone 12, that’s a 
very nice phone.” And I was like, “Doesn’t 
everyone have this or better?” “What’s 
your favorite Apple product?” “Have you 
checked out this service or that?” I finally 
stopped him and said, “Can we just move 
the phone number and stay on task?” 
Rude, I know, but this was getting crazy.

It was a good 30-minute call, and at 
the end, he could not fix anything. He 
then said he needed to transfer me to 
another department to change a thing 
he was unable to before he could then 
help me. The new person immediately 
understood what I wanted to do, fixed 
it all in five minutes, and everything 
was great. But that middle guy was 
the most bizarre customer service call 
of my life. But at least 563-588-4365 
still works. Get it, “588 FOR-365!” 
I’m so clever, it’s disgusting.

Lastly, let me thank every business that 
donated to my annual Facebook auction 
for Toys for Tots and all of those great peo-
ple who then bid generously on the items. 
We raised $25,000 in just a few days, and 
now we’re working frantically to get over 
100 auction packages out to the winners 
and collect payment. This whole auction is 
so much busy work but clearly worth it. So, 
we just hunker down and git-er-done. And 
now all we have to do is get over 20,000 
toys out to 5,000-plus kids in four coun-
ties in the next 30 days. No problemo! n

Uink bator
Bryces̓

Notes from the Publisher... Fostering ideas, conversations and arguments.
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Reflections 
in the Park
WALKTHROUGH:  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 @ 6–8 PM
NOVEMBER 23–JANUARY 1 @ 5–10 PM
LOUIS MURPHY PARK  
(1700 S GRANDVIEW AVE)
Hillcrest Family Services’ annual lights 
festival celebrates their 28th anniver-
sary. The drive through event takes 
place Nov. 23–Jan. 1 at 5–10 p.m. 
while the walkthrough is offered on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, at 6–8 p.m.

Visitors will see many new displays 
and have the option to participate in 

the featured “Memory Lane,” an oppor-
tunity to remember your loved ones 
in a special way. Santa Claus will visit 
on Mondays through Christmas.

Hillcrest Family Services is excited to, 
once again, offer a walk through Reflec-
tions in the Park on Wednesday, Nov. 22 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Take your time stroll-
ing through the park on foot before the 
display opens to vehicles. Admission for 
this one-day-only walk through is $10 
per person, ages 3 and younger free.

For the main event, discounted 
tickets available at all DB&T bank-
ing centers or are available for $12 per 
vehicle at the gate. For more infor-
mation, visit hillcrest-fs.org. n

Holidazzle 
Downtown 
Dubuque
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 @ 10 AM–8 PM 
DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE
Dubuque Main Street announces the 
return of Holidazzle Downtown Dubuque. 
This event will take place on Small 
Business Saturday, November 25.

There will be free shuttle services 
provided by Trolleys of Dubuque (with 
support from Andersen Windows & Doors 
and ImOn Communications) transport-
ing shoppers from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
between Cable Car Square, the Central 

Ave Corridor, the Millwork District, and 
the Old Main Street and Upper Main 
Street districts. Additionally, carolers 
will perform during the lunch hour.

“It’s part of an effort to encourage 
holiday shoppers to buy small and local 
this season,” according to Dubuque Main 
Street’s Executive Director, Danielle 
Jacobs. “Downtown Dubuque businesses 
can participate by decorating their store-
fronts and interiors, offering gift-wrapping 
and holiday specials, serving seasonal 
refreshments, and more,” she added.

This is the second year Dubuque 
Main Street has hosted this event. Those 
interested in learning more should call 
Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400 or 
email office@dubuquemainstreet.org. n

Events
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Events

THU 11/23

Free East Dubuque 
Thanksgiving Meals
11 AM–3 PM @ EAST 

DUBUQUE, IL

The East Dubuque Lions Club 
will provide free traditional 
Thanksgiving dinners to the 
East Dubuque, IL, commu-
nity. This is not income-
based; anyone who wants it 
gets it. You can pick up your 
meal or they can deliver on 
Thanksgiving Day. Last year, 
they provided 544 meals 
to the community with the 
help of many volunteers. 
Speaking of volunteers, 
join the crew to help deliver 
meals in the community. 
Reserve your meal or 
volunteer. 815-747-9049.

Ginter Family 
Thanksgiving Dinner
NOON @ ST. JOHN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Ginter family provides a 
free, in-person Thanksgiving 
meal as well as meal deliver-
ies to people unable to leave 
their homes. Donna Ginter 
began the annual dinner in 
1962. Each year, hundreds of 
community members give 
generously to support the 
annual meal. Free. 1458 W 
Locust St. 563-556-9647.

FRI 11/24

Gnome Hunt
8 AM–4 PM @ SWISS 

VALLEY NATURE 

PRESERVE (PEOSTA, IA)

Nov. 24 and 25. Every year, 
Swiss Valley staff report 
sightings of tiny men in red 
hats hiding out in nooks and 
crannies along the trails of 
the preserve. Gnomes are 
known to be highly skilled 
wood workers and deeply 
care for nature may be why 
they are found here. Share 
your gnome sightings, 
insight, and research on the 
Dubuque County Conserva-
tion Facebook page. Free. 

13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

SAT 11/25

DEL’s Siege for a 
Better Dubuque 
Rainbow Six Siege 
Tournament
10 AM–6 PM @ DUBUQUE 

ESPORTS LEAGUE

Join for an exciting day of 
Rainbow Six Siege competi-
tion, camaraderie, and com-
munity building. Dubuque 
Esports League present this 
new annual event dedicated 
to supporting their mis-
sion to provide a platform 
for gamers to develop 
STEM-based skills, grow 
in their social-emotional 
attributes and characteristics, 
discover career pathways, 
and enhance the skills 
needed to thrive in work 
and life. Ages 13+. RSVP by 
Nov. 23. $40. 3220 Dodge 
St. dbqesports.org.

Head Lamp Hike
6 PM @ PROVING GROUNDS 

RECREATION AREA

Discover the magic of hiking 
at night, where even the 
most familiar trails reveal 
unique sights and sounds. 
Under a blanket of stars, 
learn all about the surround-
ing nocturnal forest. This 
hike is could be adapted to 
many experience levels, but 
participants should feel com-
fortable walking on uneven 
terrain for 2–3 miles. Bring 
hiking boots and a head-
lamp. Free. 10616 W John 
Deere Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

SUN 11/26

Teeny, Tiny, BOLD: 
Artist Sunday
11 AM–2 PM @ 

ROUNTREE GALLERY 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Shop the gallery walls and 
gift shop to give a special, 
unique and handcrafted gift 
this holiday season. Teeny, 
Tiny, BOLD is the annual 

juried small works exhibit, 
highlighting the power in the 
compact. All artwork is less 
than 12 inches in any direc-
tion. The exhibit features 31 
artists from across the US 
with over 40 works of art. 
Juried by artist Margie Criner. 
120 W Main St, Platteville, 
WI. rountreegallery.org.

TUE 11/28

Heartland Harmony’s 
Holiday Harmonies 
Concert
7 PM @ WESTMINSTER 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Holiday Harmonies is a 
concert of uplifting, inspi-
rational, and holiday music 
performed by Heartland 
Harmony, a treble choral 
ensemble from NISOM, and 
talented 5th through 12th 

grade singers from NISOM 
and Bellevue High School. In 
lieu of an admission charge, 
patrons are asked to make a 
monetary donation to Rotary 
Dubuque—Holiday Help 
Interact. 2155 University Ave. 
563-580-8367. nisom.org.

WED 11/29

Holiday Help:  
Tips for Coping with 
Grief & the Holiday
6:30–8 PM @ MIDWEST 

MEDICAL CENTER 

(GALENA, IL)

Nov. 29 at 6:30–8 p.m. Nov. 
30 at 10:30 a.m.–noon. 
The presentation will offer 
additional resources to 
guide participants during 
the Christmas season, offer 
suggestions on avoiding 
the holiday “blues,” tips 
on how to care for yourself 
and others, and honor the 
memory of the person who 
died. Light refreshments 
and conversation will follow. 
RSVP. Free. 1 Medical Center 
Dr, Galena, IL. 815-776-7381. 
MidwestMedicalCenter.org.
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Events

Jeep Jingle 
Parade
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 @ 5–7 PM
MAIN STREET, GALENA, IL
Each year, on the Saturday follow-
ing Thanksgiving, Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus arrives on his sleigh in historic 
Galena, IL, reminiscent of a Hallmark 
holiday movie! It’s festive and with 
even more jingle, cheer, and festivi-
ties because he is being escorted with 
a brightly lit Holiday JEEP parade.

The Galena Civil War Generals will lead 
things off, followed by the festively deco-
rated Jeep Jingle entourage (75 in total)! 
The Galena Trolley will transport fes-
tive children just ahead of Santa. Candy 
will be safely distributed to children 

during the parade. Make a holiday 
visit for the day or weekend as Santa’s 
arrival heralds the town’s tree lighting.

A little elf spilled the eggnog that 
Mr. Kringle and The Grinch will be packing 
gifts to award outstandingly decorated 
rigs! Come to historical and beauti-
ful downtown Galena to kick-off your 
holiday season, enjoy the Jeep Jingle 
parade, and get a jumpstart on your 
holiday shopping at the local shops.

The parade is also a holiday fundraiser 
for Riverview Center to benefit fami-
lies affected by domestic violence who 
may need assistance during this holiday 
season… and beyond. Each Jeep in the 
parade is asked to donate a minimum 
of a $25 gift card, which will be given 
directly to Riverview Center clients. You 
can also donate by providing a $25 gift 
card to local services, purchasing a com-
memorative Jeep Jingle T-shirt from one 
of the Galena shops, or make a donation 
directly to riverviewcenter.org/donate-2.

If you’re interested in registering your 
Jeep for the parade and would like more 
details, you can register and find out more 
at 16467.aidaform.com/ 
JeepJingleRegistration. Or contact Heidi 
Zull, Director of Development and Public 
Relations at the Riverview Center by 
emailing heidiz@riverviewcenter.org. n

Christmas on 
the Square
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 @ 10 AM–7 PM 
SANTA @ 6 PM 
CABLE CAR SQUARE (4TH & BLUFF ST)
Few holiday traditions in Dubuque stretch 
back as far as Santa Claus coming down 
the Fenelon Place Elevator to harken in 
the holiday season after Thanksgiving. 
The 48-year-old festive gathering is now 
a full festival and also moved in recent 
years from Black Friday evening to Small 
Business Saturday. Dubuque Main Street 
has organized a great hop-on, hop-off 
trolly that will ferry people for free from 
downtown shopping hot spot to hot spot.

The day naturally includes shop-
ping on Cable Car Square from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m, highlighting all of the specials 

and holiday fare that the retailers on 
the Square have stocked up on for the 
gift-giving season. Christmas carolers 
will stroll from shop to shop and ser-
enade shoppers during the day too.

After you work up a hunger with all 
the shopping, from 3 to 7 p.m., a great 
variety of food trucks will set up on the 
Square. Joie Wails will be performing 
live at 5 p.m. to accompany your dining 
selections and shopping excursions.

But the big finish, of course, is when 
the main man himself, Santa Claus, comes 
down the Fenelon Place Elevator at 6 p.m. 
to greet the throngs of families waiting to 
meet him. He and Mrs. Claus will eventu-
ally work their way to his chair near the 
stage on Bluff Street where kids can line 
up to get their photo with Santa and tell 
him want they want for Christmas as 
generations before them have done.

Thanks to Dubuque Toys for Tots, 
all of the kids who meet Santa will also 
get to go home with a little surprise gift 
from Santa with the help of the Hemp-
stead High School cheerleaders who 
will be helpful elves for the event!

Santa, music, food, shopping, 
freebies, kids, and the best back-
drop in town… what more can you 
ask for? For more information, visit 
facebook.com/CableCarSquare. n
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Events

THU 11/30

Steve’s Ace Holiday 
Shopping Social
4:30–7:30 PM @ STEVE’S 

ACE HOME & GARDEN

The annual shopping social 
hosts a variety of vendors, 
food and beverage samples, 
event-exclusive offers, 
music, and loads of fun. 3350 
JFK Rd. 563-690-1500. 
stevesace.com.

FRI 12/1

AccessDubuque 
Jobs.com Workforce 
Breakfast
8–9:30 AM @ DIAMOND 

JO CASINO

Join the Greater Dubuque 
Development team for their 
twice annual breakfast 
where they will discuss the 
latest strategies and recent 
impacts of their Workforce 
Solutions efforts. All topics 
support their #1 priority of 
workforce and how they are 
delivering on their promise 
that YOU can be great here. 
Space is limited. RSVP. Free. 
301 Bell St. 563-557-9049. 
greaterdubuque.org.

Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony
6 PM @ ASBURY PARK 

(ASBURY, IA)

Help decorate the tree 
by making and placing 
ornaments on it. Santa will 
be lighting the tree as a 
symbolic start to the holiday 
season. Hot chocolate will be 
provided. 5499 Asbury Rd, 
Asbury, IA. 563-556-7106. 
cityofasbury.com.

Couples Cooking 
Class: Taco Pizza
6–7:30 PM @ GALENA 

ARC (GALENA, IL)

Learn to make this yummy 
pizza with a spicier flare. 
Homemade crust layered 
with meat, beans, cheese, 
and all the toppings. Make 
as spicy as you want, too. 

Fee includes all ingredi-
ents. Bring a pizza pan and 
your favorite wine, beer, or 
beverage to enjoy during 
class. Instructed by Lynn 
Kaufman. You can also sign 
up as an individual. $45 per 
team. 11084 W US HWY 20, 
Galena, IL. galenaarc.org.

SAT 12/2

The Territory 
Holiday Market
8:30 AM–1:30 PM @ 

GALENA TERRITORY 

ASSOCIATION OWNERS’ 

CLUB (GALENA, IL)

Get in the holiday spirit and 
welcome the holiday season 
with winter decorations, gift 
items, arts and crafts, baked 
goods, and much more. Free. 
2000 Territory Dr, Galena, 
IL. 815-777-2000 x131. 
thegalenaterritory.com.

The Galena Territory 
Holiday Housewalk
10 AM–5 PM @ 

GALENA TERRITORY 

ASSOCIATION OWNERS’ 

CLUB (GALENA, IL)

Visit five beautifully deco-
rated homes, Horsepower 
Farm, and Shenandoah Rid-
ing Center on this spectacular 
holiday tour in The Galena 
Territory. The tour begins at 
The Galena Territory Associa-
tion Owners’ Club. Proceeds 
benefit various Jo Daviess 
County charities. Ticket 
sales start at 8:30 a.m. $18. 
2000 Territory Dr, Galena, IL. 
thegalenaterritory.com.

Scuba Santa
NOON–1 PM @ NATIONAL 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Dec. 2 and 3. Bring your 
friends and family to take 
your picture with Scuba 
Santa in the Gulf of Mexico 
Aquarium located in the 
Rivers to the Sea Exhibit. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

Hazel Green Opera 
House Gingerbread 
House Fundraiser
2–4 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

Build a gingerbread house 
at home and bring it to the 
opera house the day of the 
event. There will be prizes 
in multiple categories. The 
event is open to ama-
teurs, professional bakers, 
businesses, families, and 
children. Visitors will be 
able to vote on their favorite 
buildings while munching on 
homemade cookies. Select 
buildings will be auctioned 
off at 4 p.m., when winners 
will be announced. All 
proceeds benefit Family 
Promise of Grant County. 
RSVP by Nov. 25. $20/
building adults, $5/build-
ing students, free attend-
ees. 2130 Main St, Hazel 
Green, WI. 608-732-7129. 
facebook.com/ 
familypromisegrantcounty.

Yoder’s Annual 
Khristmas for Kids
4:30 PM @ YODER’S 

ROCKVILLE BAR 

(ROCKVILLE, WI)

Enjoy 50/50 raffles through-
out the evening, silent auc-
tion at 4:30 p.m., live auction 
at 7 p.m., and big raffle 
drawing at 9 p.m. Purchase 
raffle chances for guns, 
hogs, and cash. 6090 US-61, 
Rockville, WI. 608-763-2013.

Holiday Fire in the Sky
6:30–7 PM @ DOWNTOWN 

GALENA, IL

Kick off the holiday season in 
downtown Galena and watch 
as the night sky comes alive 
with beautiful fireworks! They 
will start around 6:30 p.m. 
and go on rain or shine. The 
launch location will be Grant 
Park, so you will be able to 
view them from pretty much 
anywhere in the down-
town area. 815-776-9200. 
facebook.com/ 
GalenaDowntown.
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Events

Hotel Julien 
Dubuque 12 Days 
of Christmas
NOVEMBER 27–DECEMBER 31 
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE (200 MAIN ST)
Celebrate the holiday season at Hotel Julien 
Dubuque during the 12 Days of Christmas. 
This holiday series features events for all 
ages designed to spread seasonal cheer 
throughout the Dubuque community.

The Tree Lighting Ceremony on Nov. 
27 at 6–7:30 p.m. is the perfect kickoff to 
the holiday season. Join as Hotel Julien 
unveils their beautiful lobby Christmas 
tree. Enjoy Christmas cookies, hot choco-
late or hot cider, live music, a visit from 
Santa Claus, and a live tree lighting cer-
emony during this popular family event.

The Mistletones present SNOW-
BIZ on Thursday, Dec. 7 for a noon 
matinee and 6 p.m. evening show. 
Find more information on page 19. Call 
563-599-7775 or visit mistletones.biz.

Enjoy Breakfast With Santa on Satur-
day, Dec. 9 at 8–11 a.m. Bring your little 
ones to meet the man in red and enjoy 
a scrumptious breakfast buffet. Activi-
ties begin at 8 a.m., and breakfast will be 
served until 10 a.m. Each child will write 
a letter to Santa, create a tree orna-
ment, and decorate a Christmas cookie. 
Adults are $21, and children ages 12 and 
younger eat free with a donation of a new, 
unwrapped $10 toy for Toys for Tots. Reg-
ister at hoteljuliendubuque.com/event/ 
breakfast-with-santa.

Experience a Rockin’ New Year’s 
Eve with the rockabilly band Dirty 
Fishnet Stockings at the Riverboat 
Lounge. Book your stay at Hotel Julien 
Dubuque to experience the very best 
food, drinks, accommodations, party 
favors, and entertainment in the area.

Additional events include a Cyber Mon-
day gift card sale on Nov. 27, celebrate It’s 
A Teal Christmas Ovarian Cancer Fund-
raiser at Potosa Spa in December, donate 
to the Christmas Angel Tree at Caroline’s 
Restaurant Dec. 1–15, master the perfect 
martini recipe at JINGLETINI’S With Jody 
on Dec. 14, sip on local celebrity-prepared 
cocktails for a cause on Dec. 20, donate 
blood at the blood drive on Dec. 21, enjoy 
a Christmas eve dinner and Christmas 
day brunch at Caroline’s Restaurant.

For more information, call Hotel 
Julien Dubuque at 563-556-4200 or 
visit HotelJulienDubuque.com. n

A Merry Millwork 
Market
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 @ 4–8 PM 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 9 AM–2 PM 
DUBUQUE MILLWORK DISTRICT 
(10TH ST BETWEEN JACKSON & 
WASHINGTON STREETS)
A Merry Millwork Market is entering 
its 7th year and continues to grow, with 
more than 30 handmade art and craft 
vendors, food, and hot beverages to 
keep you warm as you shop locally 
for holiday gift-giving. Located in the 
courtyard and under the tents on 10th 

Street—all in the spirit of celebration and 
building community. Join for a com-
pletely unique outdoor holiday shopping 
experience in Dubuque’s Historic Millwork 

District on Friday, Dec. 1 at 4–8 p.m. 
and Saturday, Dec. 2 at 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

This unique outdoor event is hosted 
by Gronen. They bring together the best 
handmade art, craft, and food vendors 
so you can shop local for the holidays. 
Other activities to look forward to that 
weekend include a Friday night tree light-
ing ceremony with Santa; hot food and 
beverage vendors; horse drawn carriage 
rides on Saturday; and live entertainment 
from Duhawkapella, Dubuque Music Men’s 
Chorus, Americana Band, Adam’s Dance 
Connection, Ring93 Illusionists, and more.

Proceeds from this event raise funds to 
support The Dubuque Millwork Collective, a 
dynamic multi-tenant organization support-
ing nonprofits and community initiatives. 
DMC Partners operate more efficiently and 
generate increased impact through co-
location and shared services. The resulting 
collaboration provides cost savings while 
fostering new opportunities and a greater 
focus on each partner’s individual mission.

Follow A Merry Millwork Market on 
Facebook and Instagram to see previews 
of the amazing participating vendors as the 
event dates draw closer. For more informa-
tion, visit MerryMillworkMarket.com. n
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SUN 12/3

Pancakes with Santa
9 AM–NOON @ DUBUQUE 

COMMUNITY Y

Breakfast will be served at 
9–11 a.m., and Santa will be 
at the Y at 9:30 a.m.–noon to 
meet and take pictures with 
the kids. Other fun activities 
will also be available such as 
a bounce house and pin the 
heart on the Grinch. RSVP. 
$8 Ages 13+, $5 ages 5–12, 
FREE ages 4 and younger. 35 
N Booth St. 563-556-3371. 
dubuquey.org/ 
pancakeswithsanta.

Mystery Dinner 
Theater:  
Ho, Ho, Homicide
5 PM @ STONE CLIFF WINERY

Everyone at the North Pole 
is working extra hard this 
year to make this a holiday to 
remember, but something’s 
amiss on Poinsettia Parkway. 
Presented by the Brew Ha 
Ha Players. Includes a four 
“corpse” meal and show. 
RSVP. $69.99. 600 Star 
Brewery Dr. 563-583-6100. 
stonecliffwinery.com.

THU 12/7

The Flight into 
Egypt: A Refugee 
Perspective
6:30–7:30 PM @ 

SHALOM SPIRITUALITY 

CENTER CHAPEL

The story of Jesus, Joseph, 
and Mary is a story of a refu-
gee family. Their early years 
living in Egypt were not one 
of choice but an escape into 
the night from persecu-
tion and imminent murder. 
When the time seemed safe 
from danger, they returned 
to their country and were 
allowed to choose their 
ultimate home in Naza-
reth. Without these basic 
human rights of freedom of 
movement, both internally 
and externally from their 
country, there may not have 

been a Christmas Story 
as we know it. Join as Sr. 
Frances shares the story of 
the holy family through the 
lens of refugees, including a 
showing of her presentation 
followed by a Q&A session. 
RSVP by Dec. 4. $10. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

SAT 12/9

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Cookie Walk 
and Christmas Bazaar
8 AM–2 PM @ ST. 

JOHN’S EPISCOPAL 

COMMUNITY CENTER

Find cookies, candies, 
breads, baklava, Christmas 
decor, gift items, and more. 
Soup lunch available. 1458 
Locust St. 563-556-0252. 
StJohnsDBQ.org.

Lunch with Santa
11 AM–1 PM @ MID-

TOWN MARINA (EAST 

DUBUQUE, IL)

Kids will enjoy a special kids 
lunch, a visit with Santa, 
a gift bag of goodies, and 
crafts. Limited lunch menu 
available for adults. The 
event always sells out, so 
save your spot today. RSVP. 
$12/child. 285 5th St, East 
Dubuque, IL. 815-747-3310. 
midtownmarina.com.

Ruby and Ghost Mini 
Lighted Cactus or 
Nightlight Class
1–3 PM @ PLANTED.

Choose from a mini lighted 
cactus or tiny tree night-
light, select whatever colors 
you want, learn glazing 
techniques, and make your 
own tiny timepiece for the 
holidays. Includes tree or 
cactus, lights and hardware, 
glazes and all painting sup-
plies, and firing service. All 
glazed pieces will be fired 
and ready for pick up by 
Saturday, Dec. 16. making this 
a great gift or home decor 
piece just in time for the 

holidays. RSVP required. $45. 
245 W 1st St. 563-239-9289. 
planteddbq.com.

Love is the Reason: 
Rediscovering the 
Mystery of the 
Christmas Creche
2–4 PM @ SHALOM 

SPIRITUALITY 

CENTER CHAPEL

Embark on a journey with 
Saints Francis and Clare this 
holiday season. Join for an 
unforgettable live perfor-
mance that will take you on 
a journey to rediscover the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
Participants will go home 
with resources to share with 
their families or classrooms. 
Guests are invited to bring 
a piece of their creche to 
be blessed. Hot cocoa and 
cookies will be served 
following the performance. 
RSVP by Dec. 6. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

Cuba City Santa’s 
Workshop
4:30–7 PM @ CUBA CITY, WI

Start at the Presidential 
Courtyard Caboose at 
4:30 p.m. for popcorn, hot 
dogs, cheese curds, and 
hot cocoa. The parade on 
Main Street begins at 6 p.m. 
followed by meeting Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus and goodie bags 
for kids. facebook.com/ 
CubaCityChamber.

Light Up The Hill 
Luminaries and 
Christmas Lights
5:30–8:30 PM @ KNOB 

HILL DRIVE AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD

Follow the signs through the 
“Hill” streets and see more 
than 100 homes decorated 
for Christmas with lights and 
luminaries. You are invited 
to drive (dim lights) or walk 
through the neighborhood 
to enjoy the lights and 
luminaries. Parking available 
on Fremont Ave. for walkers. 
This free family event is 
loved by young and old alike. 
The annual event draws 
many and grows yearly to 
enjoy. Free. 563-451-4994. 
angie@travelhdqdbq.com.
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Home for the 
Holidays
DECEMBER 1–2, 8–9, AND 15–16
MATHIAS HAM HISTORIC SITE 
(2241 LINCOLN AVE)
Join the Mathias Ham Historic Site for 
three weekends of holiday tradition 
at Home for the Holidays on Dec. 1–2, 
8–9, and 15–16. Three separate events 
take place: Candlelight Tours, Daytime 
Guided Tours, and Afternoon Tea.

The Ham House will be decorated in 
period style and costumed interpreters 
will share winter holiday traditions from 
Dubuque’s history. Refreshments and 
crafts will be available, included as part 
of admission. Winter-themed crafts and 
cookie decorating will be available as 
well as guided tours of the Ham House.

To register or for more information, 
call the National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium at 563-557-9545 x276 
or visit RiverMuseum.com.

Home for the Holidays: 
Candlelight Tours
DECEMBER 1–2, 8–9, AND 15–16 @ 6 PM

A 45-minute candlelight tour allows 
visitors to take in the house in a different 
light. Holiday customs will be highlighted 
by the guides as the tours move through 
the house. $10 Adults, $7 ages 3–17.

Home for the Holidays 
Daytime Guided Tours
SATURDAYS: DECEMBER 2, 9, AND 16 @ 11 AM–4 PM

Tours occur on the hour and half 
hour. Non-members: $9 adults, 
$6 ages 3–17; members: free.

Home for the Holidays: 
Afternoon Tea
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 1–3 PM

Take a break from the bustle of holiday 
preparations to gather with friends and 
enjoy a beautiful Holiday Tea. Enjoy an 
assortment of finger sandwiches, scrump-
tious holiday treats, and a variety of teas 
(or hot chocolate with marshmallows). 
With advance notice at time of booking, 
some dietary restrictions can be accom-
modated. RSVP. $25 Adults, $15 youth. n

Galena Holidaze 
Festival
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 11 AM–6 PM 
DOWNTOWN GALENA
The Galena Holidaze Festival brings a 
new annual event to Galena on Satur-
day, Dec. 2, at 11 a.m.–6 p.m. The festival 
supports the downtown businesses, 
encourages residents and visitors to 
attend the festival and Fire in the Sky, 
and to contributes funds to the Galena 
ARC, the sponsor of Holidaze. Galena 
was, after all, named Best Holiday 
Town by Midwest Living Magazine.

This come and go, family-friendly 
event features traveling local arti-
sans with holiday items and local food 

vendors, Christmas music including 
live Christmas caroling, kids’ activities, 
a downtown Galena business scaven-
ger hunt, petting zoo, ice skating rink 
and skate rental, and more! The Fire 
in the Sky fireworks display to follow 
the event presented by the Galena 
Downtown Business Association.

A portion of proceeds will be donated 
to the Galena ARC. The event will work 
together with the mission of the Galena 
ARC which is partially to “develop 
community cooperation in programs 
and activities which further arts/crafts, 
sports, and recreation for all ages.”

A $5 donation is suggested per 
family. For more information or to 
become a participating vendor, visit 
galenaholidazefestival.com. n
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SUN 12/10

Breakfast with Santa 
at DeSoto House
8 AM–1 PM @ DESOTO 

HOUSE (GALENA, IL)

Children will get to meet Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus and share 
their wishlist. Frosty the 
Snowman and a cheerful elf 
will be making appearances 
throughout the event to 
spread some extra holiday 
cheer. Festive music, beauti-
fully decorated Christmas 
tree, delicious breakfast 
meals, with specialty menu 
for the children. 230 S Main 
St, Galena, IL. 815-777-0090. 
desotohouse.com.

Wreaths & Wrapping
10:30 AM–1:30 PM  

@ MINES OF SPAIN

Create your own wreath to 
showcase the natural beauty 
and smell of Eastern Red 
Cedars. Other kid-friendly 
crafts and cedar ornaments 
will be available to create. 
Bring any gifts that still need 
wrapping with donated sus-
tainable materials including 
bags, newspaper, twine, etc. 
Supplies are first come, first 
served. Free. 8991 Bellevue 
Heights Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

The Man Who 
Reinvented Christmas
2 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Historian Kathy Wilson 
presents The Man Who Rein-
vented Christmas: Charles 
Dickens, A Christmas Carol, 
and Victorian Social Reform. 
Drawing on more than 20 
years of experience special-
izing in 18th and 19th century 
British-American cultural 
history, Wilson explores how 
a novel about social reform 

transformed Christmas from 
a date on the church calendar 
into the holiday we know 
today. Kathy Wilson earned 
her bachelor’s degree in 
history from Bemidji State 
University and completed her 
master’s at the University of 
York in England. Free. 360 
W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

WED 12/13

13th Annual Midwest 
Medical Center 
Auxiliary Tree of Love
6:30 PM @ MIDWEST 

MEDICAL CENTER 

(GALENA, IL)

Honor someone special 
by sponsoring a holiday 
ornament personalized with 
their name and hung on 
the 2023 Tree of Love. Join 
for a special tree lighting 
celebration. The Tree of Love 
will be on display the second 
week of November through 
Jan. 1 in the hospital lobby. 1 
Medical Center Dr., Galena, IL. 
midwestmedicalcenter.org.

THU 12/14

Museum X: Holidays 
in Historic Dubuque
9–10:30 AM @ MATHIAS 

HAM HISTORIC SITE

The Mathias Ham House has 
been the site of elaborate 
holiday events for many 
years. Join Heather Green, 
Interpretation Program 
Manager, and take a look at 
how the winter holidays have 
been celebrated in Dubuque 
over the years. Explore how 
the young people entertained 
themselves during the cold-
est winters, what made a 
great New Year’s Eve party, 
and what people’s favorite 
Christmas gifts were from 
the 1840s through today. 
RSVP. $10 Non-members, 
free members. 2241 Lincoln 
Ave. 563-557-9545 x220. 
rivermuseum.com.

Dubuque Audubon 
Society Program: 
Tony Moline
6–7 PM @ EB LYONS 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Tony Moline will share pic-
tures and discuss the Sax-Zim 
Bog in northern Minnesota. 
This is an ideal location to 
do winter birding and see 
species such as the Great 
Gray Own, Northern Hawk 
Owl, Northern Saw-whet 
Oln and other winter birds. 
Free. 8991 Bellevue Heights 
Rd. audubondubuque.org.

FRI 12/15

History of Common 
Vegetables
5–6 PM @ ONLINE

Learn all about where your 
food really comes from and 
how humans domesticated 
and distributed some of the 
most common vegetables 
we consume today. Led by 
Laurana Snyder, Sinsinawa 
Mound’s Horticulturist and 
Farm Coordinator. RSVP by 
Dec. 13. $10. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

Christmas Movie 
Trivia Night: Elf
7–10 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Join for a night of fun 
and laughs, and test your 
knowledge of the holiday 
movie Elf. Doors open at 
5 p.m., trivia starts at 7 p.m. 
Prizes given away for the 
top three scoring teams plus 
other fun contests such as 
Best Themed Table/Group, 
Ugly Sweater Contest, Frosty 
the Snowman Game, and 
more. Teams can be up to 
8 people. Space is limited. 
All ages. RSVP by Dec. 11. 
Free. 14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1406. dbqfair.com.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIEW OUR FULL EVENT LIST 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Night of the 
Luminaria & 
Living Windows
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 @ 4–9 PM
DOWNTOWN GALENA, IL
Don’t miss one of the most beautiful and 
romantic nights of the year when Galena, 
IL presents their Night of the Luminaria & 
Living Windows on Saturday, Dec. 9. Lumi-
naries are typically lit from 5 to 9 p.m. with 
windows coming to life from 4 to 7 p.m.

From Main Street to the hills over-
looking Grant Park, all of Galena will 
be glowing. Enter a land of enchant-
ment on this magical night with more 
than 5,000 candlelit luminaries on 
streets, steps, and sidewalks.

Store windows on Main Street 
come alive with holiday-inspired ani-
mated Living Windows. Many of the 
businesses offer extended hours, 
so take advantage of the magic 
and do some holiday shopping.

For more information, 
visit visitgalena.org. n

Annual Tree 
Lighting 
Ceremony
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 2–5 PM
CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SECOND FLOOR ROTUNDA (360 W 11TH ST)
Join the Carnegie-Stout Public Library for 
the annual tree lighting ceremony for its 
18-foot Christmas tree decorated in full 
Victorian splendor on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 
2–3 p.m. in the Second Floor Rotunda.

The Senior High School Madrigal 
Singers will provide holiday music and 
singalongs around the tree. Children can 
enter a drawing to light the tree. Come 
enjoy this annual celebration and enjoy 
a holiday cookie and hot chocolate.

Come early to check out the 
Art @ your library art show featur-
ing local artists to shop for a per-
fect and unique holiday gift!

For more information, contact Carne-
gie-Stout Public Library at 563-589-4225 
or visit carnegiestout.org. n
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

DAILY

Reflections in the Park
5–10 PM @ LOUIS 

MURPHY PARK

THROUGH JAN 1

Hillcrest Family Services’ 
annual lights festival cel-
ebrates their 28th anniver-
sary. Visitors will see many 
new displays and have the 
option to participate in the 
featured “Memory Lane,” an 
opportunity to remember 
your loved ones in a special 
way. Santa Claus will visit on 
Mondays through Christmas. 
Discounted tickets available 
at all DB&T banking centers. 
$12 per vehicle. 1700 S Grand-
view Ave. hillcrest-fs.org.

Model Train Show
1–4 PM @ GALENA CFA  

(GALENA, IL)

THU–SUN THROUGH DEC 17

Catch the train in Galena at 
this family holiday celebration 
of model trains. Train enthusi-
ast Philip Jackman will display 
his N Scale operating trains. 
Additional programming 
includes educational presen-
tations and The Polar Express 
readings. Donations welcome. 
Free. 971 Gear St., Galena, IL. 
galenacenterforthearts.org.

Ohnward’s 
Community Christmas
OHNWARD FINE ARTS 

CENTER (MAQUOKETA, IA)

THROUGH NOV 26

Browse and bid on items. 
Decorated trees and wreaths 
be plentiful, and additional 
holiday decorations and gifts 
will also be available. All who 
visit can register for a Christ-
mas basket. All the proceeds 
from the silent auction of 
sponsored and donated OFAC 
items help to ensure that 
Ohnward Fine Arts Center’s 
841-seat theatre will remain 
operational for future genera-
tions. 1215 E Platt St, Maquo-
keta, IA. 563-652-9815, or at 
OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com.

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
10 AM @ MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

1ST TUE

Discover the ABCs through 
hands-on and active activi-
ties including a craft and a 
game. Ages 2–5 with parent/
caregiver. $10 Non-members; 
$8 members; adult free. 350 
E 3rd St. 563-557-9545 x222. 
RiverMuseum.org.

WEDNESDAY

Dubuque Area 
Humanists Social Hour
6 PM @ BACKPOCKET 

DUBUQUE

1ST WED

Enjoy a craft beer and join for 
lively, informed discussions 
centered around values, 

philosophy, and life experi-
ences. Free. 333 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

She Unites
6:30–7:30 PM @ 7 HILLS 

EVENT CENTER

3RD WED

No event in Dec. An inclusive 
women’s group working to 
connect women across the 
region through education, 
philanthropy, mutual support, 
and more. Free. 1098 Jackson 
St. SheUnitesIowa.com.

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
6:30–7:45 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY LIBRARY 

ASBURY BRANCH 

(ASBURY, IA) & ONLINE

2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED

No event on 11/22. Develop 
your public speaking and 

leadership skills. This safe and 
fun environment will help you 
become a more skilled and 
confident speaker. Each meet-
ing will have a few prepared 
speeches, time to practice 
your ability to think on your 
feet with short improvised 
speeches, and feedback. 
Free. 5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. facebook.com/ 
ToastmastersSpeakeasyClub.

FRIDAY

First Fridays
VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN DUBUQUE

1ST FRI

First Fridays is Downtown 
Dubuque’s monthly visual art 
series, hosted by galler-
ies, museums, and venues, 
celebrating Dubuque’s great 
visual arts scene. Free.

SATURDAY

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers Market
9 AM–NOON @ KENNEDY 

MALL WEST CONCOURSE

THROUGH APRIL

No event on 12/30. Regional 
vendors offer homemade and 
baked goods, meat, cheese, 
eggs, seasonal produce, and 
more. Bring your own reus-
able shopping bags and drop 
off clean egg cartons, glass 
jars, and plastic clam shells. 
The all-volunteer driven mar-
ket focuses on supporting our 
regional food system, eating 
from our food shed year-
round, and providing annual 
funding to farmers through 
a grant program. 555 JFK 
Rd. wintermarketdbq.com.

Platteville Winter 
Farmer’s Market
9 AM–NOON @ ROUNTREE 

GALLERY (PLATTEVILLE, WI)

1ST & 3RD SAT THROUGH APRIL

Find homegrown and hand-
made products from fresh 
produce and prepared food 
to stained glass and bath 
bombs. 120 W Main St, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

Lollipops & Music for 
Our Preschoolers
10–10:30 AM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2ND SAT THROUGH APRIL

The monthly concert series 
introduces children and their 
families to a variety of musi-
cal styles and instruments. 
All ages. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nisom.com.
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Events at  
Five Flags Center
The Five Flags Center is located at 405 Main St. in Downtown 
Dubuque. Fees may apply to ticket purchases. Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster.com or at the Five Flags Center Box Office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Dubuque 
Symphony 
Orchestra
FAMILY & HOLIDAY CONCERTS
FAMILY: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 1 PM
CONCERTS:  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 @ 2 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
Join the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
for their holiday concerts. The Family 
Concert is on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 1 p.m. 
while the full concerts are on Dec. 2 
at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. Both 
concerts are at the Five Flags Theater.

Cherished holiday memories are made 
with the DSO at the Holiday Family Con-
cert. Sing and jingle along to your favorite 
holiday tunes, including carols, selections 
from The Nutcracker, film scores, and more. 
The special one-hour family program 
of kid-friendly holiday music and sing-
along tunes features vocalist Jeff Liebow, 
the Dubuque Chorale Children’s Choir, 

and members of the Heartland Ballet. 
Includes photos with Santa post-concert.

The warm sounds of the holidays fill 
the hall at the Holiday Full Concert. The 
DSO will again welcome members of the 
Heartland Ballet, the Dubuque Chorale, 
the Dubuque Chorale Children’s Chorus, 
and they will present vocalist Jeff Liebow, 
who has sung lead in Jersey Boys for many 
years. Saturday evening concert atten-
dance includes entry to the post-concert 
Encore Reception at Five Flags. Enjoy 
refreshments and visit with DSO musicians.

Under the direction of Maestro Wil-
liam Intriligator, the Dubuque Symphony 
Orchestra creates exceptional live musical 
experiences that challenge and inspire 
audiences. Their mission is to engage the 
Tri-State community and enrich its qual-
ity of life through musical performances 
and educational programs. The DSO 
strives for artistic achievement, innova-
tion and commitment to our community.

Family tickets are $14–$34. Full tickets 
are $19–$79. For more information, call 
the Dubuque Symphony at 563-557-1677 
or visit dubuquesymphony.org. n

Million Dollar 
Quartet 
Christmas
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA

In Million Dollar Quartet Christmas 
rock ‘n’ roll newcomers, and soon-to-
be legends Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Carl Perkins, and Elvis Presley, 
come together again to celebrate the 
holidays. They visit the Five Flags 
Arena on Friday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.

Inspired by the true story of their 
December 1956 homecoming at Sun 
Records, this heartwarming rock n’ roll 
musical rings with sounds of the season 
and the chart toppers that made the 
Million Dollar Quartet famous. The gang 
is up to their usual antics as we journey 
through stories of Christmas past, pres-
ent, and future in a joyful evening filled 
with nostalgic holiday hits including “Run 
Rudolph Run,” “Jingle Bell Rock,” “I’ll 
Be Home For Christmas,” and more.

Tickets are $35–$65. n

Sister’s Christmas 
Catechism:  
The Mystery of 
the Magi’s Gold
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
It’s “CSI: Bethlehem” in this holiday 
mystery extravaganza, from the author 
of Late Nite Catchism. Solve the mystery 
at Sister’s Christmas Catechism: The Mys-
tery of the Magi’s Gold at the Five Flags 
Theater on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

Sister takes on the mystery that has 
intrigued historians throughout the 
ages: Whatever happened to the Magi’s 
gold? (“We know that Mary used the 
frankincense and myrrh as a sort of 
potpourri—they were in a barn after all.”) 

This hilarious holiday production retells 
the story of the nativity as only Sister 
can. Employing her own scientific tools, 
assisted by a local choir as well as a gag-
gle of audience members, Sister creates a 
living nativity unlike any you’ve ever seen 
with gifts galore and bundles of laughs.

Tickets are $40–$65. n

Lorrie Morgan: 
Enchanted 
Christmas
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
Join platinum-selling recording art-
ist and Grand Ole Opry member Lor-
rie Morgan for a night of unparalleled 
entertainment with hits and holiday 
favorites at the Five Flags Theater 
on Friday, Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m.

Morgan is known for her lustrous vocal 
phrasing and the down-to-earth believ-
ability of her torchy performances. She 
is a peerless song interpreter, drawing 
from a deep personal well that spans 

enormous tenderness to cheeky hutzpah. 
Whether covering a classic or sharing 
one of her own songs, Morgan is truly a 
song stylist in the grandest tradition.

Tickets are $49.99–$69.99. n
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Christmas at 
Heritage Center
ALL THE SOULS ON EARTH SHALL SING!
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 @ 7:30 PM
HERITAGE CENTER  
JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
Listen to carols from around the world and 
experience a beloved University of Dubuque 
tradition with Christmas at Heritage Center 
“All the Souls on Earth Shall Sing!” at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, at Heritage Center. 
A reception follows the performance.

Presented by UD’s Department of 
Fine and Performing Arts, Christmas at 
Heritage Center will feature the talents 
of over 60 students in the UD ensembles, 
including the UD Concert Band, the UD 
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers, 
and the UD String Ensemble. New this 
year is the UD Handbell Ensemble.

New carols will be mixed in with 
traditional favorites such as “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel,” “Carol of the Bells,” 
and “Away in a Manger.” The concert will 
also highlight a Dubuque composition—
Tracey Rush’s beautiful setting of “Cradle 
Hymn” for choir and string orchestra.

In case of inclement weather, 
Christmas at Heritage Center’s snow 
date is Saturday, Dec. 2, at 2 p.m.

Christmas at Heritage Center will air on 
KDTH (AM 1370) at 11 p.m. Christmas Eve, 
Dec. 24; and 4 p.m. Christmas Day, Dec. 25.

Tickets are $14–$20, $9 for children. n

Away in the 
Basement: A 
Church Basement 
Ladies Christmas
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 @ 7:30 PM
HERITAGE CENTER  
JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
The charming and funny ladies who 
run the kitchen at a Lutheran church 

in Minnesota are back with a musical 
comedy providing a sweetly nostalgic 
look at holiday traditions and life in rural 
America. Out of the basement comes 
Away in the Basement: A Church Base-
ment Ladies Christmas at 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, at Heritage Center.

The ladies take audiences back to 
1959. In the midst of the holiday prepara-
tions, the ladies are creating their own 
memories from Christmases past and 
present. The reality of everyday life hits 
home as they plan the Sunday School 
Christmas Program. Little do the ladies 
know what surprises are in store for them.

A free pre-show reception for Nar-
ratives by Ioana Mamali: What You See 
Is What Might Be will be held from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. in the Bisignano Art Gallery. 
The exhibit will be open Dec. 1–29.

Tickets are $31–$49. n

Events at 
Heritage 
Center
 
Heritage Center boasts a variety of programming for all ages  
on the University of Dubuque campus, 2255 Bennett St.  
Tickets can be purchased at the Heritage Center Farber Box Office;  
by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

The Velveteen 
Rabbit
PERFORMED BY VIRGINIA REP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 1 PM
HERITAGE CENTER  
JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
A fanciful musical production adapted 
from the classic story centered around a 
boy and his love for his favorite toy will 
take center stage with The Velveteen Rab-
bit, performed by Virginia Rep, at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 10, at Heritage Center.

This captivating story illuminates a 
faithful rendering of Margery Williams’ 
1922 tale of The Velveteen Rabbit and 
displays the power of friendship and the 
inevitable passing of time. Through a lovely 
score, unique puppetry, detailed period 
costumes, and outstanding cast, the 
incredible acting and profound attention 

to detail will keep audiences engaged 
and transport them out of the theater and 
into a surreal and special performance.

Audience members will reminisce 
about their childhood and are encour-
aged to bring their own children along to 
experience the power of play and child-
hood fantasy in this beautiful production.

The Dubuque County Library District’s 
“Page to Stage: Stuffed Animal Maker” 
will provide children in grades K–5 an 
opportunity to make a free stuffed animal. 
Each child who attends will also receive 
one free child’s admission with the pur-
chase of an adult admission to the perfor-
mance. Page to Stage will be offered on 
Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 1:30–2:15 p.m. at the 
library’s Epworth Branch and Nov. 27 at 
4:30–4:15 at the library’s Asbury Branch. 
Register by Nov. 13, at dubcolib.org.

The Velveteen Rabbit Tickets are $25 
for adults, $15 for children, $5 lap seat. n
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Artists Sunday 
Reception
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 @ 1–4 PM
GALENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
(971 GEAR ST, GALENA, IL)
Meet the Galena Center for the Arts’ 
studio artists and enjoy holiday refresh-
ments and music at the reception on 
Sunday, Nov. 26 at 1–4 p.m. The Won-
der of Winter Art Exhibit will be on 
display in both the Regional Artists 
Gallery and Special Exhibit spaces.

The galleries will be filled with 
wintery art and home decor by doz-
ens of regional artists, and many who 
have works on display will be present 
as well as artists who have studio space 
at the Center for the Arts. All of the art 
on display is available for purchase. 

Because of the seasonal nature of the 
exhibits, customers who buy art can take 
home that day, offering the opportunity 
to find unique, one-of-a-kind gifts.

Susan Lipnick, Joan Harmet, and Kay 
Weibel will be playing holiday tunes on 
the piano at the reception. The exhibit 
will be on display through Jan. 14.

The Galena Center for the Arts, 
founded in 2013, strives to make the 
arts accessible to our rural area as well 
as showcase talented regional artists 
in a professional setting. Visitors to the 
Galena Center for the Arts discover 
a vibrant art scene with high-quality 
exhibits, diverse programming, hands-on 
workshops, art for sale, and opportuni-
ties for locals and visitors to the area.

Donations are appreci-
ated. For more information, visit 
galenacenterforthearts.org. n

First Fridays
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
9 AM–4:30 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY (360 W 11TH ST)
10 AM–7 PM @ ELEVATED IMAGES (129 MAIN ST)
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO & GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
NOON–7 PM @ WIDDERSHINS GALLERY (2204 CENTRAL AVE)
4:30–7:30 PM @ OUTSIDE THE LINES ART GALLERY (1101 MAIN ST)
6–8 PM @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
6–9:30 PM @ VOICES STUDIOS (1585 CENTRAL AVE)
7–10 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly art series, celebrating Dubuque’s 
great visual arts scene. Visit all of 
the locations and celebrate our cre-
ative community. All stops are free.

Celebrate the holidays at Carnegie-
Stout Public Library with the Holiday Art 
@ your library® Show opening day featur-
ing 12 local artists. Enjoy the show while 
shopping around the Library’s 18-foot 
Christmas tree decorated in full Victorian 
splendor. Find a perfect and unique gift.

Elevated Images is Dubuuque’s newest 
photography gallery and features aerial 
drone photography from Dubuque and 
around the world. Find local Dubuque 
scenes as never seen before, and explore 
the world through a drone point of view.

Stoned Art Studio and Gallery show-
cases Henry Matthiessen III’s Driftless 
Region photography and also features the 
paintings of Dubuque artist Andrew Rae-
side. Stop by talk art, talk photography, 
talk Driftless, accompanied by blues and 
jazz music. Refreshments will be on hand.

Widdershins Gallery at Bear Dancer 
Studios hosts artwork by local, regional, 
and national artists including Mark 
Dierker, John Potter, Debra Sullivan, Sara 
Mess, and Dan Alderman. Enjoy the comfy 
vintage furniture while listening to classic 
rock tunes. Refreshments will be available.

Outside the Lines features local artist 
Gail Chavenelle who will be demonstrating 
her metal sculpting technique throughout 
the evening and again the following morn-
ing. Light refreshments will be offered.

Join Planted. in “Gathering” to cel-
ebrate the community of artists that has 
been fostered in the Planted. Gallery. 
This show features new works from Fern 
Pusateri, K Kriesel, LeRoy Busch, Matt 
Adams, Claire Thoele, Angie Huffman, 
and Tab Link. Musical guest is Phoe-
nix, Katie Yaddof performing keys.

Join Voices Studios for the unveiling of 
an exhibit that seamlessly marries classical 
painting styles with a contemporary edge. 
This unique showcase features the works 
of Timothy Rees and Evan Ventris, whose 
masterpieces embody a perfect blend of 
traditional techniques with a touch of mod-
ern sophistication. Doors at 5 p.m, artists 
talks at 6 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

Just in time for the holidays, the 
Dubuque Area Arts Collective showcases 
a variety of original artwork by local and 
regional artists and makers perfect for 
gifting or adding to your personal col-
lection. With all pieces priced $250 and 
under, this event furthers the mission of 
the DAAC to make art accessible to all 
in our community while supporting the 
artists who live and make work here. n

Erika Weitz 
Exhibit: Kill City
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 @ 7–10 PM
GOLDIES (251 W 8TH ST)
Join Erika Weitz and Goldies owner Sarah 
Anderson for a one-night exhibit for 
Kill City on Friday, Nov. 24 at 7–10 p.m. 
at Goldies. View the projection screen-
ing of the 150-piece collection; highly 
limited, signed, and numbered books 
containing the entire collection; and 
digital collection available on the ETH 
blockchain. The event features an online 
book sale, art, music, and drinks.

Kill City is a love letter to life and 
death in Los Angeles. Street level 
photographs of mixed methods on 
35mm analog film are burned in flames. 

Reality is centered, with unexpected 
beauty found in the damaged capture.

Shot in the trenches, this collection is 
direct exposure of over a decade in the 
2010s and early 2020s in Los Angeles. 
It spans uprisings, subcultures, chaos, 
kink, and spirituality while remaining 
a celebration of the will to overcome 
physical and psychological vulnerability.

Kill City’s hard edge melts per-
ception and technique to offer a 
unique embodiment of life in LA.

Erika Weitz is a multi-disciplinary artist 
living and working in Los Angeles. Her 
work focuses on themes of deep past, 
far future, and how the human psyche 
travels within those realms. She aims 
to challenge and expand the way we 
experience our inner and outer world.

Sarah Anderson is a local native who 
brings back knowledge and experience of 
tattooing to Dubuque. She opened Goldies, 
a private, appointment-only studio to cre-
ate an intimate experience to be tattooed. 
Her style uniquely pulls from a mixture of 
Japanese, traditional, and illustrative tattoo 
styles. Golides is not only for tattooing but 
also a place to hold space for other artists. 
It is a space that has been curated by col-
lecting unique pieces open to everyone.

For more information, visit 
ErikaWeitz.com/KillCity. n

A Christmas Carol
NOVEMBER 24–25 AND 
DECEMBER 1–2 @ 7:30 PM
NOVEMBER 26 AND DECEMBER 3 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
The Grand Opera House is excited to pres-
ent Patrick Barlow’s thrilling adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Per-
formances are Nov. 24–25 and Dec. 1–2 at 
7:30 p.m. and Nov. 26 and Dec. 3 at 2 p.m.

Barlow’s adaptation uses only 
five actors to bring some of Dickens’ 
most beloved characters to life. From 
Scrooge and Tiny Tim to Bob Cratchit 
and Mr. Fezziwig, Barlow’s A Christmas 
Carol uses nothing more than some 
simple props, fresh physicality, and 
the power of imagination to convey 
this timeless story of redemption.

In this morality tale, Scrooge (Shawn 
Steinhoff) is visited by the ghost of his 
former business partner Jacob Mar-
ley (Stuart Hoover) and the spirits of 
Christmas Past (Ann Cameron Williams), 
Present (Lydia Sigwarth), and Yet to 
Come (Zac Winkler). Witness Ebenezer 
Scrooge’s transformation from a stingy 
miser to a man who generously cel-
ebrates the spirit of the season all year 
long, in this highly theatrical adaptation.

A Christmas Carol is directed by 
Nick Halder. The cast features five 
local performers playing various 
roles throughout the production.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $17 
for children under 18. Tickets can 
be purchased in person at the box 
office, by calling 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

Arts
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SNOWBIZ
FOREVER CHRISTMAS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
MATINEE @ NOON
EVENING @ 6 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE (200 MAIN ST)
The enchanting sounds of the holiday sea-
son resonate this year with an extra dose 
of festive magic as the Mistletones collabo-
rate with the historic Hotel Julien Dubuque 
for the 14th installment of SNOWBIZ with 
this year’s theme: Forever Christmas. This 
eagerly anticipated event unfolds with two 
dazzling shows on Thursday, Dec. 7, at the 

historic Hotel Julien Dubuque. Both shows 
promise an unforgettable day of music, 
merriment, and holiday cheer, presented 
in an intimate dinner-theatre style.

SNOWBIZ features outstanding vocals, 
a live jazz band, and scrumptious holiday 
food and drink. They will debut a new 
arrangement of “The Little Drummer Boy” 
written for the band by the Tri-States’ 
own Terry Dillon that features locals Masa 
Iwasaki on drums and Dave Richter on 
bass. SNOWBIZ represents some of the 
best musicians in the Tri-State area.

The matinee performance opens at 
noon with cocktails followed by lunch 
at 12:30 p.m. and a 1:30 p.m. show. The 
evening performance opens the doors 
at 6 p.m. for cocktails with dinner at 
6:30 p.m. and the show at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $65 for the matinee 
and $75 for the dinner performance. 
For tickets and additional information, 
visit mistletones.biz and make Christ-
mas memories to last a lifetime. n

A Doublewide, 
Texas Christmas
DECEMBER 1–2, 7–9, AND 14–15 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 3, 10, AND 16–17 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
For the 2023 holiday season, Bell Tower 
Theater is off to the Texas heartland at 
the brand-new town of Doublewide—
Population: 10. A Doublewide, Texas 
Christmas takes the stage Dec. 1–17.

It’s Christmas time, and it’s beginning 
to look a lot like trouble. Doublewide is 
being double crossed by the county and 
might lose their status as a town. Maybe 
if they win the countywide “Battle of The 
Mangers,” their Christmas will be saved.

Early Bird performances on Dec. 1 and 
2 are $11.50, and all other performances 
are $23. Thursdays are Girls Night Out; 
all audience members get a free glass 
of wine. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377 
or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

DUBUQUE CITY YOUTH BALLET PRESENTS

The Nutcracker
DECEMBER 9, 15 AND 16 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 10, 16 AND 17 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
Whirling snowflakes and waltzing flowers 
frame this beloved holiday classic. The 
Dubuque City Youth Ballet presents the 
annual Dubuque Christmas tradition, 

The Nutcracker at the Grand Opera 
house on Dec. 9, 15, and 16 at 7:30 p.m., 
and Dec. 10, 16, and 17 at 2 p.m.

Clara and her enchanted Nutcracker 
battle the dreadful Mouse King in a night-
mare that becomes a beautiful dream. 
Performed annually for over 20 years, 
the DCYB production will be a highlight 
of your family’s holiday celebration.

The 2023 production of The Nut-
cracker will feature new design ele-
ments that are inspired by Dubuque and 
the surrounding area. This production 
is appropriate for the whole family.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $17 
for children under 18. Tickets can 
be purchased in person at the box 
office, by calling 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n
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14th Annual  
Stuff the Truck 
for Toys for Tots
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 8 AM–4 PM
THEISEN’S HOME • FARM • AUTO 
DUBUQUE (2900 DODGE ST)
The 14th Annual Theisen’s Stuff the Truck 
event to benefit Marine Corps Toys for 
Tots returns to Dubuque on Saturday, 
Dec. 2. Radio Dubuque will Supercast 
live at the Dubuque Theisen’s while 

shoppers take advantage of their annual 
toy sale discounts. Santa will be on hand 
from 10 a.m. to noon to meet with eager 
youngsters and get a photo if you like!

The Marines and/or Marine Corps 
League members will be there as well, 
as Toys for Tots looks to match or beat 
the amazing $10,000+ in cash and toys 
they receive from the annual event. Stop 
by and say “Hi” to Bryce Parks from Toys 
for Tots and the Theisen’s and Radio-
Dubuque crew manning the collection 
zone outside the store (no matter the 
weather) all day long on Saturday. n

Teddy Bear Toss
AT DUBUQUE FIGHTING SAINTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 7:05 PM
IMON ARENA (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
Mark your calendar for the Toys for Tots 
Teddy Bear Toss with Santa Claus on 
Saturday, Dec. 2 at ImOn Arena. The 

Dubuque Fighting Saints play host to 
the Lincoln Stars with the puck drop 
at 7:05 p.m. Bring a new teddy bear 
or other plush toy to throw onto the 
ice following the Saints’ first goal.

Single game tickets start at 
$13 and can be purchased at 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n

Toys for Tots  
Sign Up & Events
Every year since 1946, the Marine Toys 
for Tots program has brought the hope 
and joy of the holiday season to mil-
lions of children and families across 
America, and Dubuque is once again 
proud to be a strong part of that effort. 
In 2021, Dubuque, IA was recognized 
as the #1 Toys for Tots Campaign in 
America from among more than 830 
campaigns across the country.

The goal is to fully support the needs 
of over 5,000 children in Dubuque 
County, IA; Clayton County, IA; Grant 
County, WI; and East Dubuque, IL. Keep 

an eye out at your favorite local retailers 
for official Toys for Tots donation bins.

Information about the Marine Toys for 
Tots charity as well as online donations 
can be made at ToysForTots.org. All 
donations stay local, and cash donations 
are tax deductible. Locally, Toys for Tots 
serves children and families through the 
many agencies that serve those families 
year round including the Salvation Army, 
the Multicultural Family Center, the Grant 
County Holiday Project, and more.

If you need assistance with toys this 
season, visit DubuqueToys.org. n

Toys for Tots 
Distribution 
Resources
While there are a number of distribution 
partners that help Toys for Tots reach all 
of the kids in need in our area, there are 
two main distributions that are open to 
the general public in the city of Dubuque. 
Registration links for both distributions 
are now available at DubuqueToys.org as 
well as the official Toys for Tots website, 
https://dubuque-ia.toysfortots.org. 
Families can register for one or the 
other distribution BUT NOT BOTH!

The Salvation Army
The Dubuque Salvation Army Dis-
tribution will take place Dec. 19 
though 20, at their downtown 
Dubuque location at 1099 Iowa St.

Multicultural Family Center
The Marine Corps Toys for Tots Toys Dis-
tribution at Multicultural Family Center will 
take place Nov. 29 through Dec. 13, Monday 
through Saturday. Registration for that pro-
gram is open now and will remain open until 
all time slots are filled. The registration web-
site is available in multiple languages, but 
you can also contact the Multicultural Family 

Center at 563-582-3681 for assistance 
in registering using their computer lab.

Volunteers are encouraged to sign 
up to assist with distributions at the 
Multicultural Family Center. There are 
two shifts per day where you help 
families shop for toys. Volunteers can-
not receive toy assistance. Register to 
help at volunteersignup.org/RJXX4.

Marine Corps Toys for Tots also partners 
with other Tri-State agencies for more dis-
tributions. If you are in one of these areas 
outside of the City of Dubuque, here are 
your contact resources to get assistance:

Grant County, WI
Grant County Holiday Project
PO Box 447, Lancaster, WI 53813
608-723-2136

East Dubuque, IL
City of East Dubuque
301 Sinsinawa Ave., East Dubuque, IL 61025
815-747-3416

Clayton County, IA
Shepherd of the Hills
100 W Hill St, St Olaf, IA 52072
563-783-2409

Dubuque Toys for Tots does not serve 
communities outside of the above area. n

Feature Story
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7th Annual Toys 
for Tots Kids’ 
Christmas Party
PRESENTED BY THEISEN’S, COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION OF GREATER DUBUQUE, 
AND PARAMOUNT AMBULANCE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ NOON–3 PM 
FIVE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
The biggest, craziest party of the 
holiday season is back… it’s for kids 
10 and under… and it’s FREE!

Marine Corps Toys for Tots is excited 
to announce the 7th annual Kids’ Christ-
mas Party presented by Theisen’s Home 
• Farm • Auto, the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubuque, and Paramount 
Ambulance. Taking place on Sunday, 
Dec. 10, from noon to 3 p.m., the Five 
Flags Arena will transform into a yuletide 
display of controlled chaos, as hundreds 
(and hundreds) of Tri-State youngsters 
converge for the biggest party around. 
And the best part is, it’s all totally FREE!

The event is hosted by Marine Corps 
Toys for Tots of Dubuque and the 
Dubuque Police Department in memory 
of Police Chief Mark Dalsing. This event 
will be a super fun, safe, and festive 
chance for kids to play together, have 
a blast, and go home with a few good-
ies along the way. This is not a charity 
event. It’s for all kids in the Dubuque 
area, and it just happens to be free.

The three-hour party will have fun 
holiday music, and giant inflatable rides 
will return as will the Paramount Ambu-
lance for kids to check out in person. 
Kids can also climb aboard a real fire 
truck and see how Dubuque heroes do 
their jobs when they get to talk with 

real firefighters. new this year is a real 
race car for the little ones to discover.

Especially exciting is the Theisen’s 
free toy giveaway to every child with 
other surprise goodies giveaways as well. 
There is plenty for everyone, so there’s 
no need to line up early or wait in a long 
line when you get there, we promise. 
You can go have fun and get your gifts 
later at the event. We won’t run out!

Note that this is not part of the 
annual Toys for Tots toy distribu-
tion program. This is a bonus event. 
So, if you need toy assistance, you 
can still get that separately through 
Toys for Tots at DubuqueToys.org.

This year, the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubuque once again joins 
Theisen’s with the giveaways, only they 
will be doing free fun activity and reader 
books for every child at the party.

And don’t forget the photos! Get 
your photo taken with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and download the pictures for 
free, courtesy of DigitalDubuque.com. 
This year, Elsa, Anna, and Olaf will return 
in front of a wintery palace backdrop. 
And Darth Vader is back again too 
with a fun photo-op. All photos will be 
available for free to download online. 
You can also get your face painted 
and take home a balloon animal.

Plus, free cookies, popcorn, milk, 
and punch, thanks to the generos-
ity of 365ink Magazine, Diamond 
Jo Casino, Fareway Stores, Prairie 
Farms Dairy, DigitalDubuque.com, 
Meyer Photography, Five Flags Cen-
ter, Dollar Tree, the Dubuque Fire 
Department, and Radio Dubuque.

Put it all together, and you’ve 
got a kid party to beat all kid par-
ties… and it’s Christmas! n
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Belle Allure Minkz & Boutique
1736 CENTRAL AVE

563-870-8193
BELLEALLUREMINKZANDBOUTIQUE. 
GODADDYSITES.COM
HOURS: MON–THU: NOON–6 PM;  

FRI–SAT: NOON–7:30 PM; SUN: CLOSED

Belle Allure Minkz and Boutique is a women’s 
fashion retailer owned and operated by local 
entrepreneur Erica Brewer and has been situ-
ated in downtown Dubuque since its opening 
in 2020. Despite opening the business during 
the summer of the pandemic, Brewer kept her 
business afloat, and it was later named the 
Best Small Black Business at the Black Business 
Expo in 2021; shortly thereafter, Brewer won 
the 2022 Deb Dalziel Woman Entrepreneur of 
the Year award from America’s SBDC Iowa.

Belle Allure offers women’s products ranging 
in styles from clubwear to business attire to 
casual clothing to outerwear and accessories; 
as suggested by the name of the boutique, 
mink eyelashes are also available for purchase. 
Some current inventories at this Central Avenue 

Corridor treasure include fun and trendy gar-
ment options such as body-hugging clubwear 
dresses, covetable letterman jackets, and 
graphic print shirts, with accessories including 
shiny PVC boots, tie-dyed and bejeweled hats, 
and an array of colorful clutches and minibags.

As emblazoned on the storefront’s win-
dow display, Belle Allure emphasizes the 
importance of empowerment, encour-
agement, community, and strength.

Classy & Chic Boutique
MILLWORK: 1065 JACKSON ST, STE #200

KENNEDY MALL: 555 JOHN F KENNEDY RD

563-582-6254
CLASSYANDCHICBOUTIQUE.NET
MILLWORK HOURS:  

MON–WED: 10 AM–5 PM; THU–FRI: 10 AM–6 PM;  

SAT: 10 AM–4 PM; SUN: 11 AM–3 PM

KENNEDY MALL HOURS:  

MON–SAT: 10 AM–9 PM; SUN: 11 AM–6 PM

Classy & Chic Boutique owner, Donna Weber, is 
making a splash in Dubuque—so much so that 

Local 
Women’s 
Fashion
By Sara Eliot Steuer 
and Nicole Welsh

With Thanksgiving flying right by, it’s time 
to abruptly pivot to holiday shopping. 
While so many will take to the internet 
and the big box stores to fill their lists, 
there are some areas where bottom dollar 
and free shipping just aren’t going to cut 
it, and fashion, especially ladies’ fashion, 
is at the top of that list. There’s just no 
substitute for both seeing the items in 
person and taking advantage of profes-
sional expertise to answer all of your 
questions and guide your shopping.

For guys, a huge benefit to shopping 
for your lady at a smaller, locally owned 
women’s boutique comes down to three 
big things: Service, service, and service. 
Real expert advice from proprietors 

who know their products well and who 
can take your input and hopefully send 
you home with something that will hit 
all the right notes this holiday season.

For the ladies, you know how great it 
feels to have a store that actually knows 
you, knows what you like, and is able to 
not only help you make great decisions, 
but also may even reach out to you when 
something comes in that they know will 
put a light in your eyes. The only place 
to find that kind of shopping satisfac-
tion is in person, and the more you shop 
somewhere, the better the experience 
gets as you grow that relationship.

While it feels like the internet is taking 
over the entire world of shopping, we 
could not help but notice a great number 
of newer as well as veteran boutiques in 
the area bucking the trend and focusing 
on service and diverse options. You CAN 
find great stuff right here in Dubuque, 
and we’ll bet you will find opportuni-
ties that you had no idea existed locally. 
Check out the 15 great local women’s 
fashion destinations we've featured 
here, and see what stokes your fire this 
winter. And then, get out there and check 
them out in person. Who’s going to help 
you up your fashion game in 2024? n

Cover Story
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her business has expanded to two different loca-
tions including her original storefront in the Mill-
work District and her latest opening in Kennedy 
Mall. Both locations don the same name but offer 
different products for her customers to shop.

Owning a boutique has been a lifelong dream 
and is now a reality for Weber. “My boutique 
offers a wide variety of the latest women’s 
fashions… When you shop here, it won’t be 
your last visit as we have new items coming 
in weekly to satisfy everyone’s cravings for 
the trendiest clothing around,” she says.

“We hope you love our store as much as we 
do!” Weber proclaims. With clothing racks 
and shelves filled with products for women 
of different sizes, ranging from glamorous 
satin, pleather, and sequined clothing to Iowa 
Hawkeye game day apparel and cozy everyday 
casuals, how could one not love her stores? 
She also boasts a wide range of accessories 
including bags, footwear, and cold weather-
wear to choose from and has even created a 
kids’ section at the Kennedy Mall location.

To boot, both Classy & Chic stores participate 
in a point-based system that rewards cus-
tomers for their loyalty to the brand with a 
discount for accumulating enough points.

Dirt Road Darlings
2600 DODGE ST, C4

563-451-4205
DIRTROADDARLINGS.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–6 PM;  

SAT: 10 AM–4 PM; SUN: 11 AM–3 PM 

(HOLIDAY HOURS ONLY)

A name like Dirt Road Darlings brings to mind a 
certain image for the Midwest shopper, and this 
Dubuque boutique owned by Tracy Gloeckner 
delivers, if not exceeds, that expectation. One 
step in the door and a person can see how 
perfectly their name aligns with the products 
they have chosen for their customers, their 
wares so thoughtfully displayed amongst 
cozy country and farmhouse chic displays that 
invite casual browsers to take a closer look.

Surrounding racks of country fashion 
staples consisting of varied flannel plaids 
and timeless denim options, you will find 
treasures ranging from trendy sweaters and 
classy blazers to delightfully scented soy 
candles and locally made goat’s milk soaps. 
Don’t miss the plethora of genuine leather 
and faux leather bags purposefully placed 

throughout the store; it will be difficult to 
choose just one to take home with you!

For shoppers looking for a personable experi-
ence, the cherry on top of this (dirt road) darling 
boutique’s Midwestern charm is the exception-
ally welcoming service you will receive from 
the staff who, in addition to offering help and 
suggestions to find what you are looking for, can 
offer personal experiences and product backsto-
ries to elevate your entire experience and send 
you on your way with products to warm both 
your hearts and your bodies this holiday season.

Fig Leaf
345 BLUFF ST

563-588-3160
FIGLEAF.SHOP

HOURS: THU: 10 AM–3 PM; FRI: 10 AM–5:30 PM; 

SAT: 10 AM–5 PM; SUN: 11 AM–3 PM;  

MON: 11 AM–5:30 PM; TUE–WED: CLOSED

Located in the heart of Dubuque’s historic 
Bluff Street, Fig Leaf is a historic wonder in its 
own right, on the verge of celebrating its 32nd 

birthday this December. Originally started by 
her mother, current owner Rylynn McQuillen 
has grown the locally renowned boutique into 
something more than a store—rather, a tangible 
experience crafted to engage all five senses.

One visit to the storefront and it becomes quite 
clear why Fig Leaf was named 2022’s Best 
Visual Merchandising winner by Dubuque Main 
Street Awards. McQuillen strives to make her 
shop something of a curiosity for her customers 
and has succeeded in this through her displays 
of vintage and oddity treasures ranging from 
stacks of leather bound books and suitcases to 
birdcages, dressforms, and statuette busts.

Fig Leaf is an apothecary first and foremost, 
best known for their wide variety of high quality 
soaps imported worldwide from soapmakers 
in Ireland, France, and Portugal, to name a 
few. The retailer also offers a lovely selection 
of women’s clothing and accessories including 
covetable lacy bralettes, distressed denim, and 
furry coats and shawls. McQuillen also enjoys 
stocking the store with peculiar gift items you 
won’t find elsewhere, adding to the oddity 
aesthetic of the shop, as does her hat bar– 
Iowa’s first, where customers can customize 
hats they have purchased there or brought 
from home with various embellishments.
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for Men and Women offers discerning shoppers 
a personalized experience designed to help 
them look and feel their best. With first-class 
customer service including in-house tailor-
ing and an impressive collection of premium 
brands, Graham’s offers a large range of sizes 
and styles to suit the needs of the modern 
man and woman. As a fourth generation 
family-owned business, they’ve proudly served 
the community since 1936, with a commit-
ment to integrity and quality that is appar-
ent as soon as you walk inside the door.

Greeted by racks of upscale wardrobe staples 
and elevated pieces by brands such as Joe’s 
Jeans, Smartwool, Karen Kane, Tommy Bahama, 
Blundstone Boots, and Olukai Footwear, custom-
ers come to Graham’s “to see how shopping 
for fine clothing was meant to be” according to 
the Graham family. With additional offerings 
of wardrobe and style consulting, profes-
sional shoe shine service, in-house tailoring, 
and free local delivery, Graham’s Style Store 
for Men and Women offers a luxe shopping 
experience that is simultaneously traditional 
in its focus on quality and customer service, 
and casual in its modern brand offerings.

The Midwest Girl
898 JACKSON ST

563-542-8931
SHOPTHEMIDWESTGIRL.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–5 PM;  

SAT: 10 AM–4 PM; SUN: 11 AM–2 PM

Started as a place to celebrate the Midwest 
story, whether it’s a tee, a hat, a sweatshirt, or 
a coffee mug, The Midwest Girl owner Marissa 
Hoffmann hopes that the boutique, tucked away 
in the historic Millwork District, will become 
part of each customer’s family tradition.

“Just like that week up north at the lake, the 
Friday night at your local supper club, or simply 
being HOME, we are here to remind you to 
always remember your roots and to be proud 
to call yourself a Midwest Girl!” said Hoffmann. 
With a desire to open a “social shop” that felt 
like home the moment you walked in, for the 
past eight and a half years, The Midwest Girl has 
offered friendly faces and uniquely designed, 

Gotta Have It, Inc.
315 BLUFF ST

563-588-3956
GOTTAHAVEITDBQ.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–5:30 PM; 

SAT: 10 AM–5 PM; SUN: CLOSED

As a female owned, multi-generational boutique, 
Gotta Have It, Inc. offers dynamic on-trend 
clothing and accessories for women. Owner 
Julie Berstler and staff pride themselves on 
providing customers with a friendly, knowledge-
able sales team available to meet their fashion 
needs. Berstler opened Gotta Have It in 1991 
after receiving a degree in Fashion Merchandis-
ing and Retail Management. Having “worked the 
retail gamut” Gotta Have It provided Berstler 
with the opportunity to create her own vision.

The boutique caters to the 30-to-70-plus age 
demographic, carrying misses sizes XS–XXL or 
4–18 with some 1X. “We find many of our custom-
ers and their daughters enjoy our selection and are 
delighted by the amount of inventory we carry and 

the large variation of looks,” said Berstler. “Many 
of our customers express how they love that we 
merchandise our store with beautiful displays, 
too,” something Berstler takes great pride in.

At a time when personal service and value can 
be difficult to find, Gotta Have It, Inc. fills a niche 
in the Dubuque fashion retail market by offering 
one-on-one service, Facebook live videos, and 
an ever changing inventory, making them a 
regular stop for long-term customers who have 
come to trust in their vision and selection.

Graham’s Style Store for 
Men and Women
890 MAIN ST

563-582-3760
GRAHAMSDBQ.COM
HOURS: MON & FRI: 9 AM–7 PM;  

TUE–THU: 9 AM–5:30 PM; SAT: 9 AM–4 PM;  

SUN: CLOSED

A local menswear staple that has expanded 
into women’s offerings, Graham’s Style Store 



DUBUQUE365.COM� Issue #448 November 22–December 6, 2023 365INK MAGAZINE  25

Cover Story

branded merchandise that encompasses the 
true meaning of hailing from the Midwest.

Priding itself on bridging the generation gap, 
the boutique carries onesies for the littlest 
“Midwesty,” to tees that grandma will love. 
“We always say, no matter your age, you are 
always a Midwest Girl.” Inspired by a northern 
Wisconsin cabin, the décor is rich in plaids and 
locally made merchandising displays. With a 
team trained to provide exceptional, yet laid 
back service, Hoffmann wants customers to 
feel like they are shopping with a friend and 
offers inventory that changes monthly while 
consistently keeping their best-selling staples in 
stock. As a trademarked brand, everything you 
find, except for a few local makers, is a part of 
the Midwest Girl brand, with their goal being that 
the merchandise, décor, service and packaging 
all encompass that comforting sense of home.

MOM•ERELLA, HEY•GIRL, 
and KINDER•ELLA
MOM•ERELLA: 190 MAIN ST

HEY•GIRL: 241 MAIN ST

KINDER•ELLA: 240 W 2ND ST

563-584-9100
HONESTJOHNSTORES.COM
HOURS: MON–SAT: 10 AM–6 PM; 

SUN: 10 AM–3:30 PM

The mission of MOM•ERELLA, to empower all 
women to be the kind of woman and mom 
they want to be, and HEY•GIRL, to allow all 
women to find their feminine power in ways 
that make them feel their best, was inspired by 
owner Anna Meadows’s disappointing search 
for maternity items while pregnant in 2021. 
As the fourth generation owner of the Honest 
John’s Family of Stores in Galena, IL, Meadows 
decided to open her own store, selling the 
things she wished had been available to her. “I 
brought the idea of ‘a mom store’ to the family, 
and MOM•ERELLA opened in June of 2021 
as ‘The Store for Her.’” As it turns out, many 
women between the ages of 25 and 65 want 
to shop at a store designed just for them.

With a selection of comfortable yet styl-
ish shoes and clothing that fit real women in 
sizes 0–3X, the brand has since expanded to 
include HEY•GIRL, which Meadows describes 
as “the meal everyone wanted to eat at 
MOM•ERELLA but were nervous to bite into 
because of the maternity mannequins,” and 
the children’s store, KINDER•ELLA. The adult 
boutiques, unique for their size range and 
style, both carry on-trend clothes from Judy 

Blue Jeans to cocktail dresses and name-brand 
footwear including Birkenstock, Born, and 
Rieker, along with natural products for every 
category of life, maternity clothes, pregnancy 
gifts, and postpartum items at MOM•ERELLA.

At a time when people can go on Amazon to find 
a black jacket, Meadows considers it her job to 
give customers the experience that Amazon can-
not, and clients have responded enthusiastically 
to that ethos. “When you walk into any of our 
shops, we’re ready to help you find the perfect 
outfit that you’ll love and to share the knowl-
edge we have.” That, along with a harmonious 
atmosphere and on-trend décor, help create 
a total retail experience for women looking 
to express their best selves through style.

Namaste Athleisure Wear –  
For Women and Men
955 WASHINGTON ST, STE #106

563-599-7200
NAMASTEDBQ.COM
HOURS: TUE–SAT: 10 AM–4 PM; SUN: 11 AM–2 PM;  

MON: CLOSED; BY APPOINTMENT

With a mission statement of “life is about 
balance,” Namaste Athleisure Wear owner Ann 
Butzier says that the importance of balancing 
career with home, exercise with leisure, and 
work with fun is at the center of what Namaste 
values most. At a time when people want to 
feel comfortable yet stylish all day, and demand 
wardrobes that can transition with them 
throughout various daily activities, Namaste 
offers a wide variety of high-quality name and 
boutique brands, with an array of sizes to ensure 
that they have something in both men’s and 
women’s options for those who appreciate qual-
ity athleisure wear, footwear, and accessories.

Celebrating their 8-year anniversary this 
November, the key to the boutique’s enduring 
success is not only the quality of the garments, 
from brands like Alo, Sorel, and Vuori, but the 
high quality of the service, friendly smiles, and 
a personalized shopping experience that the 
knowledgeable staff provides to customers 
in an inviting space located in the historically 
rich Millwork District. “What sets us apart,” 
said Butzier, “is our personal service, along 
with a beautiful, organized shopping environ-
ment and quality name brands that we believe 
share the same positivity, comfortability, life 
balance, and social responsibility as we do.”
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or brought to provide an opinion on a possible 
purchase, we can offer you a comfortable, 
relaxing place to sit while you do so,” proving 
that accessible style and a comfortable shopping 
experience go hand-in-hand at Phoebe’s.

PJ Chapin’s Boutique
200 MAIN ST

563-556-3221
HOURS: MON–SAT: 10 AM–4 PM;  

SUN: CLOSED; BY APPOINTMENT

As a certified image consultant, owner Paula 
Chapin decided 25 years ago to open a boutique 
of her own, one where women could find elegant 
clothing with a decidedly international flare. 
Located inside the historic Hotel Julien Dubuque, 
PJ Chapin’s Boutique boasts a lineup of refined 
boutique brands that deliver on Chapin’s prom-
ise of elegance. With lines such as Lemongrass, 
which features a selection of reversible knit 
tops and jackets in handprinted bamboo fabric, 
and clothing from Claire Desjardins, an abstract 

painter with a signature collection of women’s 
art apparel, the shop stocks sizes ranging from 
XS through 3X for the 30+ female demographic. 
In addition to clothing, PJ Chapin’s Boutique 
also carries a line of coveted Modzori revers-
ible sandals and other exclusive footwear and 
jewelry lines from Spain, Paris and Finland, along 
with a selection of home décor from countries 
as diverse as Lithuania, England, and Argentina, 
cementing it’s almost three decade reputation as 
a trusted locally owned women’s fashion retailer.

Rhomberg Fur &  
Leather Gallery
1000 WHITE ST

563-583-8231
RHOMBERGFUR.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 9 AM–5 PM; 

SAT–SUN: CLOSED

Step foot into Rhomberg Fur & Leather Gallery, 
and you are stepping inside of Dubuque history. 
Open since the early 1900’s, Rhomberg’s is 

Olive & Opal Clothing 
Boutique
5025 WOLFF RD, STE #106

OLIVEANDOPALBOUTIQUE.COM
HOURS: TUE: 10 AM–2 PM (HOLIDAY 

HOURS ONLY); WED–FRI: 10 AM–6 PM; 

SAT: 10 AM–3 PM; SUN-MON: CLOSED

New to the scene– having just opened their 
brick and mortar doors in July of this year, 
Olive and Opal Clothing Boutique offers 
shoppers a lovely curation of affordable 
wardrobe staples and fashion trends amongst 
a calming, bohemian-inspired backdrop cre-
ated by co-owners Abby and Jan Gloeckner.

“Olive and Opal is owned by a 60-something 
and 20-something mother-daughter duo. 
Together we saw the opportunity to bring 
on-trend clothes for women of all ages to the 
Dubuque area. We strive to keep our pieces 
at great quality with affordable prices,” 
state the pair. “The ability to help women 
find outfits that make them feel beautiful is 
something that fills our cup immensely.”

Their store inventory and price points both 
accurately reflect this, as does their social media 
marketing with which they demonstrate how 
women in different age groups can style both 
their trendy and timeless pieces. In-store shop-
pers can expect to find a wonderful selection 
of neutral-centric clothing options in the form 
of buttery-soft tops, classy sweaters, and a 
selection of trendy dresses amongst sprinklings 
of products with bold colors, interest-grabbing 

patterns, luxe fabrics, and pretty embellish-
ments in-between. The affordability of the items 
will have you walking out the door with a bag full 
of new goodies without breaking your budget.

Phoebe’s Dressing Room
1043 MAIN ST

PHOEBESDRESSINGROOM.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–6 PM;  

SAT: 10 AM–4 PM; SUN: 11 AM–3 PM

The first thing you notice when walking into 
Phoebe’s Dressing Room is the visually pleasing 
environment; lots of natural light and bright 
colors create a warm, welcoming, and youthful 
space. “When people step inside, they can 
expect a colorful shopping experience, they will 
smell some of our current candles for sale, and 
they will see trendy, affordable fashion, well 
displayed for easy browsing” said owner Dana 
Huettman. Motivated by her passion for style and 
boutique culture, Huettman opened Phoebe’s to 
continue to do what she loved and to be able to 
take it to the next level after the place she had 
previously been employed unexpectedly closed.

With the objective of the store being to provide 
a fun, inviting and positive shopping experience 
for women and girls, Phoebe’s target clientele 
ranges in age from 13-70+, with a definite 
emphasis on trendy, up-to-date style, while also 
striving to carry a selection that Huettman hopes 
has options for all who enter the boutique. “I 
firmly believe we have something for everyone 
here. And even if you are just along for the ride 
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a fourth generation family-owned women’s 
fashion business with so much more to offer 
than one would expect based upon their 
name. While, as one would imagine, their 
inventory consists of a significant selection 
of exceptionally well-crafted, elegant fur and 
leather coats, hats, stoles, and blankets, the 
family has been sure to expand their offer-
ings to many other beautiful products with 
styles and price points to appeal to shoppers 
of all ages and genders over the years.

Some of the fantastic products that have been 
added to the roster additionally include those 
made of cashmere, shearling, Swarovski, and 
high quality knits and denim. Shoppers can 
find these in the form of outerwear accessories 
including stocking caps, scarves, gloves, and 
mittens, as well as jewelry, belts, sunglasses, 
handbags, and ready-to-wear garments.

Striving to stay ahead of the curve and offer 
their customer base unique goods that cannot 
be found elsewhere locally, the boutique sources 
many of their wares internationally, and limits 
their stock of any particular item, in addition to 
creating custom restyled and tailored pieces 
for clients upon request. In support of their 
made-to-last creations, the store also offers 
services including cleaning, repairing, apprais-
ing, and vaulted, climate controlled storage.

River Layne Boutique
2613 DODGE ST

563-279-2055
RLAYNE.SHOP

HOURS: THU–SAT: 2–7 PM; SUN–WED: CLOSED

A gem hidden in plain sight, River Layne 
Boutique is a must-visit location for anyone 
shopping for the person in their life who loves 
trendy fashion and cozy home décor this 
holiday season. Self-described as a one-woman 
show, owner Jayden Hansen has found her 
niche in the market catering to stylish young 
women, both online and locally, who love to 
embrace the quickly-evolving, eye-catching 
trends that fit their unique personal styles.

Clothing shoppers can expect to find the latest 
styles of denim, crop tops galore, ridiculously soft 
co-ord sets, and both sweaters and outerwear that 
are just as warm as they are adorable. Her acces-
sories aren’t lacking either, with choices ranging 
from faux leather bags to sassy statement hats 
to fashionable pet clothes for your furry friends.

Conversely, her home and seasonal décor section 
has more of a timeless feel to it, with selections 
that are sure to remain relevant and interesting 
additions for holidays to come. Current inven-
tory includes a wide variety of lovely holiday 
florals with woven baskets, oversized bottles 
and textured vases to arrange them in, along 
with eye-catching oversized bells, woodcut 
snowflakes, and word art signs with expres-
sions such as “Merry and Bright,” “Comfort 
and Joy,” and, of course, “Merry Christmas.”

Trendsetters Boutique
3430 DODGE ST, UNIT #25

563-207-8364
SHOPTRENDSETTERS.COM
HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–7 PM;  

SAT: 9 AM–4 PM; SUN: NOON–4 PM

Aptly named, Trendsetters Boutique is here 
to offer the women of Dubuque a wonder-
ful selection of clothing that is equal parts 
relevant fashion and everyday comfort in a 

trendy, farmhouse-inspired setting. Shop-
pers should expect to find a wide variety 
of western influence, particularly in the 
form of pointed boots, wide-brimmed hats, 
and floral print garments that will have a 
girl ready to scream, “Westward, ho!”

However, for as many prairie-esque items as 
one might find, there are just as many products 
with a high-fashion feel to them on their shelves, 
exemplifying the range of their goods. ‘Tis the 
season of the cropped pleather puffy vest, 
and Trendsetters certainly has all of the puffy 
options covered for you to choose from so that 
the cold weather doesn’t cramp your style this 
year. With a wide selection of strappy heels, 
oversized and aviator-style sunglasses, sparkly 
layered jewelry, and luxe satin hair accessories, 
they also have the means to affordably elevate 
all of your holiday party looks this season, too.

And, if you’re one of the many still begrudgingly 
trying to figure out what to replace your beloved 
skinny jeans with to update your wardrobe, the 
boutique offers a well-chosen selection of denim 
to try on and help ease the transition, with a 
friendly staff to help you find the sizes you need.
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WED 11/22
Mississippi Band 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Mark Zalaznik 
5:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Big Night Out 
6 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Joseph John Valenti 
6 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Marques Morel 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

The Guthries 
6 PM @ Gehlen Barn Beer in the 
Barn Brewery (St. Donatus, IA)

Lily Stella Maris 
6 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Daniel Eric 
7 PM @ First Reserve

Massey Road 
7 PM @ Grand Tap

Karaoke w/ Denise 
7 PM @ Northside Bar

Sun Green 
7 PM @ Smokestack

The Mixed Emotions Band 
7 PM @ Twisted Vines 
(Potosi, WI)

Beau Timmerman 
7 PM @ PromiseLand Winery  
(Guttenberg, IA)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

DougT Hypnosis Show 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Welcome Back Showcase 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Great Plains Gas Band Trio 
8 PM @Timber Lanes 
(Maquoketa, IA)

Danny Parker Project 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

FRI 11/24
Iowa Hawkeye Party: University 
of Iowa Alumni Marching Band 
11 AM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Brion Bowman 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Funk Junkies 
6:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Tete De Mort 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Danny Parker Project 
7 PM @ First Reserve

Karaoke w/ Denise 
7 PM @ Northside Bar

Walking Molly 
7 PM @ Southend Tap

Steve Kalmes 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn Beer in the 
Barn Brewery (St. Donatus, IA)

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Chris Schlichting 
8 PM @ Comedy Bar

PopROCKS 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Casey Klein 
8 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Jordan Danielsen 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

The Mixed Emotions Band 
8 PM @ Timber Lanes 
(Maquoketa, IA)

Space Burial, Eraserhead, 
Addison Aronson 
9 PM @ The Lift

SAT 11/25
Rianna Marie 
10 AM @ Convivium 
Urban Farmstead

Daniel Stratman @ Noon 
Lenny Wayne @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

DR Band 
1 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard  
(Scales Mound, IL)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy @ 2 PM 
The Guthries @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Helen Russell & Company 
2 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

Steve Davis 
4:30 PM @ Champagne 
on Main (Galena, IL)

Jeff Theisen 
5 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co.

Barefoot & Sunshine 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Daniel Eric 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Chris Schlichting 
7 PM @ Comedy Bar

Three Quarter Buzz 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Cameron McCallister 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Rock Steady 
7 PM @ Southend Tap

Rianna 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn Beer in the 
Barn Brewery (St. Donatus, IA)

Big Night Out 
7 PM @ Whiskey Bar 
(Monticello, IA)

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Spazmatics 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

Nightlife
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Chuck Murphy 
8 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Latin Night w/ DJ Papi 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Tapestry 
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club  
(Asbury, IA)

Willie and the Buzzhounds 
8 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Mike McCbee 
8:30 PM @ The Big House 
(Petersburg, IA)

Dave Zollo and the Body Electric 
9 PM @ The Lift

SUN 11/26
Jacquie Miller 
2 PM @ River Ridge Brewing  
(Bellevue, IA)

Tony Walker 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Classic Big Band BASH 
2 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque  
Grande Ballroom

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Scott Waterhouse 
2 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Small Brewery Sunday:  
Eric Richards Duo 
2 PM @ River Ridge Brewing  
(Bellevue, IA)

Pennyroyal 
3 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

Steve & Randy 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Kampfire Kings 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

MON 11/27
Winter Orchestra 
7 PM @ Clarke University 
Jansen Music Hall

TUE 11/28
Heartland Harmony’s  
Holiday Harmonies Concert 
7 PM @ Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

WED 11/29
Ozzy & Bon JoeB 
7 PM @ First Reserve

James Tutson 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Jukebox Bingo 
7 PM @ Southend Tap

THU 11/30
Steve’s Ace Holiday Pop Up: 
Joie Wails 
4 PM @ Steve’s Ace 
Home & Garden

Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Textile Brewing Co  
(Dyersville, IA)

Jukebox Bingo 
7 PM @ PJ’s Pub (Kieler, WI)

John Erickson Trio  
Holiday Concert 
7 PM @ Galena CFA (Galena, IL)

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FRI 12/1
Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Joie Wails Acoustic Duo 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Brandon Bauerly 
7 PM @ First Reserve

John Erickson Trio  
Holiday Concert 
7 PM @ Galena CFA (Galena, IL)

Christmas at Heritage Center: 
All the Souls on Earth Shall Sing! 
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Hearthfire Duo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Walking Molly 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

The Wayback Machine 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Jef Spradley 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Left Lane Cruiser 
9 PM @ The Lift

SAT 12/2
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
Holiday Family @ 1 PM 
Holiday Concert @ 7:30 PM 
Five Flags Theater

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Danny Parker Project @ 2 PM 
Tony Walker @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Jeff Theisen 
2 PM @ Textile Brewing Co  
(Dyersville, IA)

Meghan Davis 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Jef Spradley 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Joseph John Valenti 
6 PM @ Midtown Marina 
(East Dubuque, IL)

Secrets 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Iowa Hawkeye Party: University 
of Iowa Alumni Marching Band 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Daniel Eric 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ R Place (East DBQ, IL)

Hearthfire Duo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jabberbox 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Rap Night w/ T1 Productions 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

River Glen & Band, Sophie 
Coyote, Alex Flesher, Wxlley 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Three Quarter Buzz 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

SUN 12/3
Darrell, Jacque & Connie 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Scott Waterhouse 
2 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra: 
Holiday Concert 
2 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Hangin’ Around Band 
2 PM @ Textile Brewing Co  
(Dyersville, IA)

Secrets 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

BJ McAndrew 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)
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Miles Nielsen & the Rusted 
Hearts, Dickie 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Tri-States The Lady Has  
Talent Contest 
8 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern 
(Hazel Green, WI)

The Mixed Emotions Band 
8:30 PM @ The Big House 
(Petersburg, IA)

Brushfire Bandits 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

SUN 12/10
Jimmy Welty Band 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Merry TubaChristmas 
2 PM @ Turner Hall (Galena, IL)

DR Duo 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Shekinah King 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

WED 12/13
Midwest Megan 
7 PM @ First Reserve

THU 12/14
Clownvis 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

St. Jude’s Fundraiser Trivia 
7 PM @ The Lift

Jukebox Bingo 
7 PM @ PJ’s Pub (Kieler, WI)

Jef Spradley 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FRI 12/15
Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Laura & The Longhairs 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Christmas Movie Trivia Night: Elf 
7 PM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds

Rocktail 
7 PM @ Southend Tap

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Trivia 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn Beer in the 
Barn Brewery (St. Donatus, IA)

Lorrie Morgan,  
Jimmy Welty Band 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Mike Hosty 
7:30 PM @ Voices Studio

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Junk FM 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Garett Hillary 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

ARP of the Covenant 
9 PM @ The Lift

WED 12/6
The Aluminatics 
7 PM @ First Reserve

Luke Callen 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

THU 12/7
Open Mic Jam w/ Big Night Out 
6 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FRI 12/8
John Moran 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Gypsy 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Music Bingo w/ Trivial Dudes 
6 PM @ O So Good Winery  
(Dyersville, IA)

Steve Cavanaugh &  
Randy Droessler 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Barefoot & Sunshine 
7 PM @ First Reserve

Million Dollar Quartet Christmas 
7 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Rock Steady 
7:30 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club  
(Asbury, IA)

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

The Breakfast Club 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Diet Lite, Pure Service, Skinny 
and the Shakes, DJ Jon Purvis 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Lojo Russo 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

SAT 12/9
L&MOP: David Landau 
10 AM @ Carnegie-Stout  
Public Library

Big Night Out 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Jim McDonough & His Orchestra 
2 & 7 PM @ Diamond Jo 
Casino Mississippi Moon Bar

Danny Parker Project @ 2 PM 
Alpha Romeos @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Living Windows: Kristina Marie 
Castañeda & Shawn Healy 
4 PM @ Champagne on Main  
(Galena, IL)

Theresa Rosetta 
5 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Three Quarter Buzz 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Jacquie Miller Duo 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Tony Walker 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Rock Steady 
7 PM @ Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grill

Nick Dittmer and the Saw Mills 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn Beer in the 
Barn Brewery (St. Donatus, IA)

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIEW OUR FULL 
NIGHTLIFE LIST 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC



Upcoming Entertainment

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Spazmatics
NOVEMBER 25 @ 8 PM
All the awesome sounds, styles, and way cool dance steps from the 1980s decade we’d love to forget. 
Complete with skinny ties, Brill Creamed hair, and horn-rimmed glasses, The Spazmatics recapture all 
the best of the worst. Outstanding musicianship combined with creative flair and style makes for an 
evening of pure energy and entertainment. So, tonight we’re gonna party like it’s 1999; only it’s not!

Walking Molly
DECEMBER 1 @ 8 PM
Walking Molly is bringing the music to the 
Mississippi Moon Bar for a night of your favorite 
hit songs from the best decades of rock and roll.

PopROCKS
NOVEMBER 24 @ 8 PM
PopROCKS brings you the best of today’s hottest 
Top 40 hits, throwback hip-hop, pop country, 
party rock, and timeless classics all mashed 
up and delivered in a party zone format

Additional Entertainment

THE DOUGT HYPNOSIS SHOW
NOVEMBER 22 @ 8 PM

JABBERBOX
DECEMBER 2 @ 8 PM

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
DECEMBER 8 @ 8 PM

JIM MCDONOUGH & 
HIS ORCHESTRA

DECEMBER 9 @ 2 & 7 PM

JUNK FM
DECEMBER 15 @ 8 PM

HAIRBALL
DECEMBER 16 @ 8 PM

NOT QUITE BROTHERS
DECEMBER 22 @ 8 PM

DRINK 182
DECEMBER 23 @ 8 PM

RHINO
DECEMBER 29 @ 8 PM

TIME MACHINE
DECEMBER 30 @ 8 PM
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Nightlife

SUNDAY
Disco Brunch 
9 AM @ Convivium Urban 
Farmstead 
2nd Sun

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
1 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones, 
Special Guests 
1 PM @ Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

Bingo 
4 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s  
Iron Bar

Open Mic & Sketch Group  
w/ Addison Aronson 
4 PM @ Smokestack 
1st Sun

MONDAY
Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
6:30 PM @ Textile Brewing Co  
(Dyersville, IA) 
1st & 3rd Mon

Taproom Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Co 
6:30 PM @ The Corner 
Taproom (Cascade, IA) 
2nd Mon

TUESDAY
Tuesday Night Record Club  
w/ DJ Jon Purvis and  
DJ Nick Riedman 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
7 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
7:30 PM @ Backpocket DBQ

WEDNESDAY
Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
6 PM @ Hy-Vee Locust

HitMix Music Bingo  
7 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Trivia For Dorks 
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

WORDS:  
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic 
7 PM @ Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic  
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
7 PM @ Lina’s Lounge

The Mixologist DJ AA 
7 PM @ The Other Side  
(East DBQ, IL)

Rockstar Bingo 
7 PM @ 7 Hills North 
(Platteville, WI)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8:30 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

THURSDAY
Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
6:30 PM @ Hy-Vee Dodge 
No event on 11/23

Dolph’s Vinyl Night  
w/ Jeff Danna 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Family Game Night 
7 PM @ 7 Hills West  
(Dyersville, IA) 
No event on 11/23

Music Bingo w/ Think & Drink  
8 PM @ Barrel House 
No event on 11/23

Tomato Throw Show 
8 PM @ Comedy Bar 
No event on 11/23

Thirsty Thursday Open Mic 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Karaoke 
9 PM @ Southend Tap

FRIDAY
Dolph’s Vinyl Night  
w/ Jeff Danna 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar 
3rd Fri

Karaoke & Live Music  
w/ Johnny C 
7 PM @ Swiss Inn  
(East DBQ, IL) 
2nd Fri

Trivia Night 
7 PM @ Maquoketa Brewing 
(Maquoketa, IA) 
1st Fri

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7:30 PM @ Offside Sports 
Complex 
2nd Fri

Karaoke 
7:30 PM @ Lock 12  
(Bellevue, IA) 
1st & 3rd Fri through Dec

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
8 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Open Mic Karaoke 
8:30 PM @ The Big House 
(Petersburg, IA)

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

SATURDAY
L&MOP 
10 AM @ Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library 
2nd Sat

Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones, 
Special Guests 
1 PM @ Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

Karaoke & Live Music  
w/ Johnny C 
9 PM @ Swiss Inn  
(East DBQ, IL) 
Last Sat

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE 
MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKING FOR A FREE AND 

EASY WAY TO PROMOTE 

YOUR LIVE MUSIC? SEND 

YOUR ENTERTAINMENT 

CALENDAR OUR WAY!

EMAIL: 

MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM

PUZZLE ANSWERS
PUZZLES ON PAGE 44

GENERAL BOB IS AT POTOSI BREWERY
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WED 11/22

Sun Green
9 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)

COVER: FREE

Neil Young’s music spans decades, from 
the beautiful folk sounds of Harvest to 
the sonic guitar melodies of his band 
Crazy Horse. Sun Green, a tribute to Neil 
Young explores the gamut of this folk 
rock icon. From Hank to Hendrix sums 
up this seasoned four piece band from 
Dubuque. The band takes great pride 
and honor in covering all of Neil Young’s 
music, from the country sounds of The 
International Harvesters, the Rock a 
Billy nuances of The Shocking Pinks, 
the folk element of Neil’s solo material, 
and finally the deep rock driven guitar 
riffs of Crazy Horse. Sun Green is Bobby 
Bradford, Jimmy Berg, Jeff Weydert and 
Dean Wellman. smokestackdbq.com.

FRI 11/24

Funk Junkies
6:30 PM @ DARKBIRD TAPHOUSE  

(7305 THUNDER VALLEY DR, PEOSTA, IA)

COVER: FREE

The Funk Junkies, a vibrant funk 
ensemble, specialize in delivering 
soulful renditions spanning various 
genres within hip hop, pop, and blues 
rock genres. Formed in April 2023 in 
Cascade, IA, their mission is to infuse 
the local scene with a distinctive sound 
and style. darkbirdtaphouse.com.

SAT 11/25

Rianna Marie
10 AM @ CONVIVIUM URBAN FARMSTEAD  

(2811 JACKSON ST)

“Rianna Marie’s most recent release, 
‘Council Hill,’ can be described as a dark, 
cowgirl country song. Rianna delivers 
a charming performance vocally and 
instrumentally. Living in Nashville, you 
are always exposed to great music 
and artists. You can tell Rianna has 
been influenced by what this city has 
to offer and the other writers. She is 
sticking to her country roots to give 
listeners a unique listening experience.” 
—Pick Simply. convivium-dbq.com.

Dave Zollo and the Body Electric
9 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

COVER: FREE

If you’re a follower of the Midwestern 
indie music world (or of American 
roots music generally) you might be 
forgiven for thinking David Zollo has 
been around forever. Since burst-
ing on the scene as a baby-faced 
21-year-old with Iowa City’s white-hot, 
road-chewing pub-rockers High and 
Lonesome in 1992, Zollo has done just 
about everything you can do in the rock 
and roll business. You’ll get a chance 
to experience the timeless power of a 
voice that seems to have been with us 
forever. facebook.com/theliftdubuque.

LIVE MUSIC &  
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES



34  365INK MAGAZINE November 22–December 6, 2023 Issue #448� DUBUQUE365.COM

Nightlife

FRI 12/1

The Wayback Machine
8 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)

COVER: FREE

The Wayback Machine DJs—Salad Spin-
ner, Doctor Suitcase, and Jeff D.—treat 
your feet to a night of nonstop danc-
ing featuring soul, funk, psychedelic, 
garage, disco, new wave… all played on 
original vinyl. This promises to be the 
first in a long line of vinyl-only retro 
dance parties in the hippest city on the 
Mississippi River. smokestackdbq.com.

Left Lane Cruiser
9 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

COVER: FREE

Specializing in a raw hillbilly punk-blues 
style that roars like a tweaking modal 
chain saw, Left Lane Cruiser is a band 
led by slide guitarist Frederick “Joe” 
Evans IV. Their music has the swampy 
feel of North Mississippi hill country 
blues a la Junior Kimbrough and R.L. 
Burnside, with a good dose of snarl-
ing garage punk tossed into the mix. 
facebook.com/theliftdubuque.

SUN 12/3

Secrets
7 PM @ STONE CLIFF WINERY 

(600 STAR BREWERY DR)

COVER: FREE

Secrets was originally formed in the 
mid ‘80s and through the years has had 
many changes, but Secrets has always 

stuck to its roots. They play a wide vari-
ety of music: ‘60s through the ‘80s, rock 
and roll, country, plus some rhythm and 
blues just to flavor the sound. Secrets 
plays many tunes that everybody can 
dance and sing along to. Steve Sieverd-
ing is an accomplished songwriter and 
his hit “Heartbreak” placed No. 1 on the 
indie charts in the ‘80s. Sandy Manuel 
has played with Roy Orbison and has 
been inducted into the Iowa and Indiana 
Rock & Roll hall of Fames. Kurt Stutzke 
brings many years of experience and 
excellence to the stage with strong 
vocals and lead guitar. Mick Yaeger has 
toured across the U.S. and Canada, and 
if you had a song on Country Radio in 
the ‘80s and early ‘90s, the Mick Yaeger 
band was playing music with you.

SAT 12/9

Miles Nielsen & the Rusted Hearts,  
Dickie
8 PM @ FOX DEN MOTEL (920 MAIN ST)

TICKETS: $20

Rockford, IL-based Miles Nielsen has 
spent nearly a decade enthralling 
audiences with music that draws force 
from the prime years of Western-
influenced rock music and classic 
‘60s soul. Miles Nielsen & The Rusted 
Hearts claim influences as diverse as 
Otis Redding’s classic soul and Jel-
lyfish’s cult power pop recordings. 
Dickie opens. foxdenmotel.com.

Tri-States The Lady Has Talent 
Contest
8 PM @ SANDY HOOK TAVERN  

(3836 SANDY HOOK RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)

COVER: $10

Prepare at least four songs for the 
amateur karaoke and performance 
competition. Registration at 7 p.m., 
performance at 8 p.m. 1st place takes 
home $200, 2nd takes $100, and 3rd takes 
$40. No professional talent. Proceeds 
benefit the Vern Ehrler Memorial Schol-
arship Fund. sandyhooktavern.com.

Helen Russell &  
Company 
Holiday Show
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 @ 2 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)

Helen Russell & Company call Osage 
Beach, MO home. A little bit of coun-
try and a little bit of rock ‘n’ roll, the 
duo brings their holiday show to the 
Ohnward Fine Arts Center in Maquo-
keta, IA, on Saturday, Nov. 25 at 2 p.m.

They will entertain you with great 
vocals, scalding piano, hot licks on the 
banjo and a jumpin’ bass guitar with a 
variety of live Christmas tunes as well 
as country, bluegrass, rockabilly, gospel, 
and classic rock music of the ‘50s to the 
‘80s, plus a tribute to our Veterans.

Tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at the 
door for adults and $13 in advance or $15 
at the door for students. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Ohnward Fine Arts Cen-
ter box office, by calling 563-652-9815, 
or at OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n



Picture Yourself       in the Tri-States
                            fueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra’s Classics 2 
performance: Those Who Served was an all-
American tribute to freedom featuring guest 
narrators Sgt. Amy Bahl, US Army and Lt. 

John Beach, US Navy speaking the words of 
Abraham Lincoln in composer Aaron Copland’s 

“Lincoln Portrait”.

Fly-By-Night Productions presented a two part OBSESSION | POSSESSION series by performing Venus on Oct 29 at Convivium and Lucrece on Nov 18 at Voices Studios.

The amazing Struts rock band from the UK lit up a packed house during their recent concert at the Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi Moon Bar.

365’s own Nicole Welsh was one of the 

artists celebrating the allure of darkness
 at 

the Dubuque Area Arts Collective’s “Morbid 

Muse Gala” art exhibit at  The Smokestack 

in Dubuque, showing us the profound beauty 

that can be found within the shadows.

Resources Unite delivered nearly 
1000 Thanksgiving Blessing Bags 

ahead of the holiday, stuffed 
with everything a family needs to 
create a perfect Thanksgiving meal. 

It doubled their original goal.

A double congrats to Stormy and Connie 
from Outside the Lines Art Gallery in 
downtown Dubuque (and Galena). With 
a big party, they celebrated both their 
20th Anniversary and Connie’s retirement.

create a perfect Thanksgiving meal. 

Blippi Live returned t
o the Five 

Flags Arena in Dubuque with a 

high energy show to the delight of 

hundreds of kids and
 hopefully to 

a few of the parents as well!

The Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 

Iowa is always good for a candid pic or 

two. This year they jumped in front of 

Dimensional Brewing Co. downtown.

Lacey Speer Heffernan captured the 
pure joy of the celebration as the 

Lady Pirates of Galena High School won 
the 2023 1A Volleyball Illinois State 

Championship.

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra’s Classics 2 
performance: Those Who Served was an all-
American tribute to freedom featuring guest 
narrators Sgt. Amy Bahl, US Army and Lt. 

John Beach, US Navy speaking the words of 
Abraham Lincoln in composer Aaron Copland’s 

Theisen’s once again shows its love for the Dubuque community with over $350,000 in grants allocated to local charities this year!

Submit your photo by using 

The Dubuque Winter Farmers’ Market opened for the season on Saturday, November 4th and will return each Saturday from 9 AM - Noon through April at Kennedy Mall’s West Concourse next to Planet Fitness.
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Versus 2.0
By Danny Fairchild

Do words like “kare raisu” or “bulgogi” or 
even “curry” make you think twice about 
what you’re about to eat? Are words 
like that just too far out of your comfort 
zone to even consider tasting let alone 
chewing and swallowing? Do you refrain 
from chasing waterfalls, sticking to the 
chilis and the stews that you’re used to?

In short: Are you a culinary coward?
Yeah, you heard me right. I called you 

a coward. I’m calling your butt out. Oh, 
sure, maybe you’re not afraid of spicy. 
Maybe your chili is measured by number of 
alarms. Maybe you’ll try any high-Scoville 
hot sauce with a titter-worthy name. But 
the second you’re not sure how to pro-
nounce it? Suddenly you shrink. Coward.

And I’m not the only one calling 
you out. The good people at Versus 
have expanded their food truck busi-
ness to include a new brick-and-mortar 
restaurant where Buddy’s Supper Club 
used to was. It’s called Versus 2.0. It’s 
their flavors versus your tastebuds, and 
they’re here to knock your butt outside 

of your comfort zone and show you 
what you’ve been culinarily missing.

I know that my opening to this col-
umn leaned heavily on the idea of spicy 
food, so I just want to dispel the notion 
that all the food on the menu at Versus 
2.0 is spicy. That’s very much not the 
case. And even many of the tradition-
ally spicy dishes can be ordered at lesser 
levels of heat. Boom. Disclaimed.

I’m super excited about Versus get-
ting their brick-and-mortar on. Due to 

their popularity, the lines at the Versus 
food truck are often prohibitively long. 
The food is undoubtedly worth the wait, 
but I don’t always have time for wait-
ing. I’m sure you can relate. Now I can 
have a sit-down meal from one of my 
favorite food trucks. Life is good.

There’s still some artifacts left from 
the old supper club. I didn’t see the model 
train running, but the track is still over-
head. And I’m guessing the salad bar 
was included in the sale of the prop-
erty because it’s a proper little supper 
club salad bar. And don’t worry, there’s 
nothing scary there on the salad bar. 
The lettuce might include some romaine 
instead of all iceberg, but other than Thai 
peanut being one of the salad dress-
ing options, you’re safe. Daddy won’t let 
anything bad happen to you. Coward.

The apps. The menu stressed that we 
must try the chả giò, and so we did. Two 
orders. We’re not cowards like you. But 
seriously, if there’s more than two of you, 
get more than one order. One will not be 
enough. Oh! Are you going to let a little 
foreign culinary term like “chả giò” scare 
you? Calm down. It’s just egg rolls, fool. 
And Versus’ egg rolls have won awards, yo. 
If you’re still a little cowardly, you can just 
eat the egg roll like any other egg roll. If 
you want your damn mind blown, however, 
you’ll wrap that egg roll in the provided 
lettuce leaf along with various fresh and 
pickled veggies and housemade nước 
mắm (a kind of fish sauce) and eat it that 
way. So damn good. There’s three to an 
order. Unless you’re not going to share, it 
won’t be enough. Two orders. Maybe three.

Continuing with the apps we tried, I’d 
like to give you a bit of advice. I know 
that “bulgogi,” though gaining accep-
tance around these parts, is probably 
new and scary to your cowardly sen-
sibilities. My advice is this: If you ever 
see anything “bulgogi” on any menu…
order it. Seriously. It’s Korean barbecue, 

usually beef, and if you think the good ol’ 
U.S. of A. is the only only good player on 
Team Barbecue, you’re not watching the 
whole game. You’re just getting the local 
highlights. And you’re a coward. Can’t 
stress your cowardice enough. Anyway, 
you’ve probably had and loved cheese 
fries. You’ve probably veni vidi vici’d 
some delicious chili fries. Just you wait 
until you try bulgogi beef fries. When 
you think “bulgogi,” think teriyaki beef, 
but chopped up and even better. Yeah, 
that sirloin is nice and bulgogified, but 
almost everything else on this friendly 
monster of an appetizer are things you 
already know and love. The gochujang 
cheese sauce might stump and scare a 
coward like you. Gochujang is a Korean 
flavor that’s really gained traction in 
the States over the past decade. Maybe 
you’ve never heard of it, but you’ve 
probably had it in some Asian cuisine 
without even knowing it. Just focus on 
the words “cheese sauce,” and all will 
be nice and safe. Everything else you’ve 
heard of and like. Plus… it’s fries. There’s 
probably a topping that doesn’t go well 
with fries. But I haven’t found it yet.

The entrees.
Look, coward. I’ll make this really easy 

on you. If you don’t want to get anything 
spicy or anything too “out there” flavor-
wise, I highly recommend the kare raisu 
with tonkatsu. That’s a Japanese curry with 
a pork cutlet. People often see the word 
“curry” and think “spicy.” Oh, sure. It CAN 
be spicy. It often IS spicy. But that’s not a 
defining characteristic of a curry. There’s 
so many kinds of curry, it’s difficult to 
define in general, but spicy is NOT defini-
tive. If you’re afraid, try thinking like this, 
you coward: When you think of “curry,” 
don’t think “spicy.” Think “stew.” That’s it. 
It’s a stew. Just like chili is a stew and is 
often spicy. And the kare raisu at Versus 
is a perfect example to get this across. 
The first word they use in their menu to 

BULGOGI FRIESCHẢ GIÒ

Columnists



DUBUQUE365.COM� Issue #448 November 22–December 6, 2023 365INK MAGAZINE  37

If you like the flavor of coconut but not the 
consistency, you might like this dish a lot. 
But there’s a surprise. It’s not the caramel 
sugar sprinkled on top. No. It’s the whole 
kernels of corn throughout. Now… come 
on. This is the Midwest. You’re going to 
let CORN scare you, of all things? I mean, 
I kind of get it. What the hell is corn doing 
in ANY dessert, let alone a coconut des-
sert? It lends sweetness and texture to 
it. And a fun texture, not a nasty texture. 
You know what corn is like. Prepare to 
taste how corn CAN be. Compared to the 
creaminess of the pudding, the corn kind 
of bursts on your tongue. I don’t know 
why it works, but dammit it just works.

Versus 2.0 itself just works. It’s their 
flavors versus your tastebuds. And if 
you’re really that much of a coward, 
they know how to go easy on you. n

describe the kare raisu is “hearty.” And 
they ain’t kidding. So rib-stickingly hearty 
with potatoes and carrots and a big ol’ 
panko-breaded pork cutlet that you can 
easily cut with a fork. Not spicy AT ALL. 
If anything, it’s a little sweet. Just a little. 
Curries can be like that, too. It’s okay. 
Nobody is going to make you do anything 
you don’t want to do here. This dish is 
base. If you want to be safe, stay on base.

Oh, but then things get a little more 
interesting with gai pad med mammu-
ong. Just kidding. It’s just Thai cashew 
chicken. You like cashew chicken, right? 
You know what cashews are, and you 
know what chicken is because you are 
one so you should be fine. Think of all 
the cashew chicken you’ve had and 
enjoyed. Versus’ Thai version isn’t too far 
from what you’re familiar with. Stir-fried 
chicken and vegetables with crunch 
cashews. Duh, right? But the Thai twist 
is there and worth exploring. But cer-
tainly not worth fearing. Unless you’re a 
bigger coward than I originally feared.

Stick with these two dishes if you’re 
afraid or are just having your taste-
buds spar against Versus 2.0 instead 
of putting them in a fully sanctioned 
fight. If you want the heat, the heat 
is there, and it ain’t hard to find.

But I want to make you feel safe and 
cozy, coward, because I want to spring 
something on you that was almost out 
of our comfort zone. And there’s not 
much we won’t eat. I don’t like beets that 
much. Other than that, game on. I want to 
talk to you about dessert. I want to talk 

to you about Mommy Ning Ning’s Maja 
Blanca. It’s a Filipino coconut pudding. 
Sounds good, eh? It is, but… let me walk 
you through it. It’s a pudding, but more 
of a gelatin consistency. But without the 
gelatin flavor. Creamy like a pudding, too. 

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY DOESN’T TAKE CRAP 

FROM NOBODY, BUT HE’LL 

TAKE FOOD FROM ALMOST 

ANYBODY. IF YOU WANT 

TO FIGHT DANNY, OR FEED HIM NOM-NOMS, 

EMAIL HIM AT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

Versus 2.0
2364 WASHINGTON ST, DUBUQUE, IA
563-663-6113
Kitchen Hours: Wed–Sat: 5–9 PM;  
Sun–Tue: Closed

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIEW OUR DINING ARCHIVE 

DUBUQUE365.COM/DINING
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MOMMY NING NING’S MAJA BLANCA

KARE RAISU WITH TONKATUS (TOP LEFT), GAI PAD MED MAMUANG (RIGHT), MAPO TOFU (BOTTOM )
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What Would 
Jesus’ Wife Do?
By John McAndrew

Karen Armstrong wrote The Case for God, A 
History of God, biographies of Muhammad 
and Buddha, Twelve Steps to a Compas-
sionate Life, and many others. A former 
nun, she said in an interview 20 years ago 
that she is “not interested in the afterlife. 
Religion is supposed to be about losing your 
ego, not preserving it eternally in optimum 
conditions.” She is unconventional. She is a 
meticulous researcher who offers what she 
has found (in sometimes obscure tomes) to 
readers who wonder and ask questions.

In Sacred Nature, now out in paperback, 
Armstrong considers how religions past 
and present have understood the relation-
ships between Humanity, Nature, and the 
Divine. This is no environmentalist jeremiad: 
Armstrong offers a range of options to 
consider when trying to understand how 
these three might best work together.

In some religions, there are no creation 
stories, no creator deities. Mystery is found in 
Nature—as children and scientists in our own 
culture know—and devotion and spiritual-
ity are a matter of studying the Tao, Buddha 
Nature, and Qi as others study Torah and the 
Bible. What are these Laws of Nature, and 
how do we participate in them? The Divine is 
“an inexpressible but dynamic inner pres-
ence that flows through all things.” It is not 
a creator separate from its creation. (In a 
similar vein, Christian theologian Thomas 
Aquinas said “God was not a Being, but Being 
itself.”) The natural is the conduit for the 
Divine; there is no concept of “supernatural.”

In Hebrew scripture, Nature was separate 
from Yahweh, someplace the deity might 
occasionally visit. The Divine was experienced 
in human events. In Hebrew and Christian 
stories, when Nature revealed the Divine, it 
was because Nature was doing something 
bizarre, abnormal, against its own laws. A 
bush burns and speaks; a lake splits to reveal 
a path of dry land; men rise from the dead 
(not as zombies; different book); a man walks 
on water, restores sight to the blind, etc. 
Nature’s laws are not the last word, in other 
words. If the deity wants to communicate, 
it does so by hijacking Nature, rather than 
being revealed in Nature’s normal operations.

Having a creation myth means you’re 
volunteering an explanation for how the 
world came to be, and in some cases, positing 
a separation between the deity and what 
they created. Not having a creation myth 
implies that either the world is and always has 
been, or that the question has no meaning 
or importance. In a fascinating examination 

of the book of 
Job, Armstrong 
suggests that the Bible contains another 
viewpoint that is called the Wisdom tradition.

The Wisdom tradition looks at Job’s agony 
through a different lens. “This is unfair to 
me” is anthropocentric; the Wisdom tradition 
urges Job to change his view and look, not at 
himself, but at Nature, and how suffering and 
pain are just the way things work around here. 
People, plants, and animals have a choice to 
either thrive in those conditions—and they 
do—or to whine that life isn’t fair. The deity 
is not our guarantee of fairness in an unfair 
world. Job learns this by a divine revelation 
about the sacredness of nature, just as it is.

“By rationalising nature and confining 
God to the heavens, we have so drastically 
reduced the divine that for many it has 
become incredible or imperceptible.” If we 
exile the Divine and make Nature merely a 
backdrop to human affairs, we make evidence 
for the Divine less immanent and more 
abstract. We make the Divine more remote.

In contrast, “…one of the chief objectives of 
the Qur’an was to awaken within Muslims an 
awareness of the divine presence in creation.” 
The Qur’an identifies Nature as Allah’s prime 
miracle. “Muslims are far more impressed by 
the regular rhythms of nature than by the 
supernatural miracles celebrated in the Jew-
ish and Christian scriptures, because in the 
Qur’an the natural order is the revelation of 
divine power and wisdom.” Early on, Muslims 
viewed the natural sciences as sacred, akin 
to devotional reading and contemplation.

Armstrong discusses religions that center 
sacrifice in their rituals; the place of the 
self—is it to be elevated and saved, or tran-
scended?—and how we are related to Nature 
and the Divine; the Golden Rule, first articu-
lated, so far as we know, by Confucius, and 
how widely it should be applied; and much 
more, from both familiar and remote sources.

In the West, these questions arise urgently 
in diverse views of Nature in a time of climate 
crisis. Is this separation of humanity from 
both Nature and the Divine serving us? Some 
religious folks minimize the concerns with 
the climate, as they believe Jesus will return 
soon and bring with him a “new Heaven and 
a new Earth.” Meanwhile, other religious 
folks have found in their scriptures evidence 
of a mandate, not so much to dominate, 
but be good stewards of, Nature. Karen 
Armstrong’s readable, surprising observa-
tions may either confirm your views, or 
send you on a quest for better ones.

Either way, tend your garden; you 
never know who you may find there. n
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Health 
Through the 
Holidays
By Hy-Vee Nutritionist Megan Dalsing

With holiday gatherings, office parties, shuffling kids to 
and from activities and school, the holiday season cer-
tainly is busy! But being healthy isn’t seasonal. Feel good 
all season long with a health and wellness team dedicated 
to helping you be at your best! Hy-Vee registered dietitians 
know it’s possible to hustle through the holidays and still 
support your health. I’m sharing my go-to meal and snack 
solutions to keep everyone feeling jolly. Ho-ho-ho, let’s go!

Rediscover a balanced breakfast. Eating breakfast 
can help you manage your cravings throughout the 
day, increase your energy levels, and help control your 
blood sugar. The holiday season is always stacked with 
“too-many-things-on-my-to-do-list,” which can play 
havoc with healthy eating. A simple solution? Start 
your day with a customizable sheet pan recipe such as 
the Sheet Pan Egg-Stuffed Bagels at hy-vee.com.

Stock the pantry and fridge with simple snack 
solutions. Snacks can be an easy way to help fill 
nutrition gaps in our diet and manage blood sugar 
levels throughout the day. My favorites include:
•	 Apple + pear slices with nut butter or dessert hum-

mus: Using fiber-filled fruit for dipping paired with a 
protein-rich dip is a great way to build a balanced snack 
or appetizer. This combo will help with appetite control, 
blood sugar regulation and weight management.

•	 Non-starchy vegetables (like baby carrots, celery sticks, 
sugar snap peas, and cucumber slices) with guacamole, 
hummus or ranch: 90% of Americans still don’t con-
sume enough fruits and vegetables daily. Satisfy your 
crunchy craving with your favorite raw veggies in addi-
tion to your favorite pita chips or whole-grain crackers.

Plan and prep dinner in advance with help from Hy-
Vee dietitians. Let’s holiday healthier, together! Get the 
entire family involved in prepping and planning fam-
ily dinner. Instead of spending time curled in front of 
a screen, entice your entire family to participate in an 
On-Demand Freezer Meal Prep Workshop to learn five 
new, delicious and FUN recipes to make at home. Even 
if you have a picky eater (or several) on your hands, 
encouraging time in the kitchen is one of the best ways 
to allow kids to enjoy more foods and overcome anxiety 
around food and mealtimes. View the menu lineup and 
sign up today at hy-vee.com/healthnew/dietitians.

Remember, healthy doesn’t need to be hard. Don’t 
over-think it! Aim for 3 to 5 of the 5 food groups 
together at mealtime and combine 2 food groups 
together for snacks to make eating simple, nour-
ishing and well-balanced. Now go tackle the holi-
days and spread more healthy, holiday cheer! n

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT INTENDED AS 

MEDICAL ADVICE. PLEASE CONSULT A MEDICAL 

PROFESSIONAL FOR INDIVIDUAL ADVICE. 

SCAN THIS QR CODE TO FIND YOUR HY-VEE 

DIETITIAN. FOR MORE TIPS TO KEEP YOU 

AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY, FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM @HYVEEDIETITIANS.

MATT BOOTH
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MATT’S 

SPEAKING OR COACHING, CONTACT 

MATT TODAY. CALL 563-590-9693 OR 

EMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“THANK YOU FOR AN ‘UNBELIEVABLE’ CONFERENCE 

EXPERIENCE WHERE I LEARNED THAT I CAN CHANGE 

AND CHANGE THE WORLD AROUND ME! (AND THAT’S 

A GOAL) THANK YOU.” —TIM EBERLY, SAFETY OFFICER 

AT IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

Beyond the 
Yellow Lights
By Matt Booth

Let’s talk about integrity and those sneaky little tests life 
throws at us daily. You know what I’m talking about—
when the light turns yellow and you floor it. When 
you toss that candy wrapper out the window or have 
mastered the art of “creative truth-telling.” Each day, 
your integrity takes a pop quiz, and while some tests 
feel like a piece of cake, others… well, not so much.

Integrity isn’t just about the big, grand gestures. It’s in 
the everyday choices, like whether to treat that yellow light 
like the final lap at the Daytona 500. It’s about the small 
decisions that add up to the big picture of who you are.

Integrity is kind of like being pregnant. You either are, or 
you aren’t. There’s no such thing as “a little bit pregnant.” 
The same goes for integrity. You can’t be “a little honest” 
or “sort of legal.” You either have integrity, or you don’t.

Let’s be real for a minute: Sticking to your guns isn’t 
always a walk in the park. Most of us have been there—
showing up fashionably late, exaggerating accomplish-
ments on a resume, gossiping, or bullying. When we bend 
our personal rule book, we chip away at our integrity. It’s 
like a leaky boat. At first, it might seem manageable, but 

over time, the small compromises accumulate, eventu-
ally causing the boat to sink. Just like a boat needs to 
be watertight to stay afloat, a person needs integrity.

Striving for integrity is a significant first step, but 
it’s important to recognize that simply trying isn’t 
always enough. Integrity involves consistent actions 
and choices that align with ethical and moral principles. 
It’s about aligning your actions with your intentions 
and values, even when it’s challenging or when no one 
is watching. Acknowledging mistakes and learning 
from them is a crucial part of maintaining integrity.

Living with integrity is akin to possessing a clear 
conscience. It’s a life free from guilt and deceit, filled with 
the assurance that allows you to meet anyone’s gaze with 
confidence, knowing you are true to your principles. It’s 
like having a moral GPS that keeps you on the right path.

Do your best to make choices that align with your 
code of conduct. Sure, it’s a bit of a tug-of-war some-
times, but the peace of mind and self-respect are 
worth it. Alan Simpson said it very well: “If you have 
integrity, nothing else matters. If you don’t have integ-
rity, nothing else matters.” It’s not just what you do, 
it’s who you are when the light turns yellow. n

“When you blame anyone or anything for your 
problems, you effectively surrender your own 
power to those very individuals or circumstances 
you wish to avoid.” —Matt Booth
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
NAPOLEON (R)
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Napoleon is a spectacle-filled 
action epic that details the 
checkered rise and fall of the 
iconic French Emperor 
Napoleon Bonaparte, played 
by Oscar-winner Joaquin Phoenix. Against a 
stunning backdrop of large-scale filmmaking 
orchestrated by legendary director Ridley Scott, 
the film captures Bonaparte’s relentless journey 
to power through the prism of his addictive, 
volatile relationship with his one true love, 
Josephine, showcasing his visionary military and 
political tactics against some of the most 
dynamic practical battle sequences ever filmed.

WISH (PG)
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Walt Disney Animation 
Studios’ Wish is an all-new 
musical-comedy welcoming 
audiences to the magical 
kingdom of Rosas, where 
Asha, a sharp-witted idealist, makes a wish so 
powerful that it is answered by a cosmic force—a 
little ball of boundless energy called Star. 
Together, Asha and Star confront a most 
formidable foe—the ruler of Rosas, King 
Magnifico—to save her community and prove 
that when the will of one courageous human 
connects with the magic of the stars, wondrous 
things can happen.

THE SHIFT (PG-13)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

In this modern-day retelling of 
Job, Kevin Garner (Kristoffer 
Polaha) embarks on a journey 
across worlds and dimensions 
to reunite with Molly (Elizabeth 
Tabish), his true love. The narrative unfolds as 
a dystopian drama and sci-fi thriller, where a 
mysterious adversary, The Benefactor (Neal 
McDonough), disrupts Kevin’s reality. Faced 
with infinite worlds and impossible choices, 
Kevin must navigate through an alternate real-
ity, resisting The Benefactor’s tempting offer 
of wealth and power. As survival hangs in the 
balance, Kevin fights to return to the familiar 
world he cherishes and the woman he loves.

Movie Buzz
Amid a slew of rumors 
and speculation that 
the film had been 
canceled, Taika Waititi 
himself stated his Star 
Wars movie is still going ahead and that he was 
simply taking his time to get it right. “It will be… 
a Taika Waititi film. It’s gonna piss people off.” 
The comment came with a knowing laugh from 
Waititi whose prior films have been no stranger 
to whacky comedy alongside deep emotion 
complete with jarring tonal shifts. So expect this 
film, if it happens, to divide the fanbase.

Director Destin Daniel 
Cretton has stepped 
down from helming 
Avengers: The Kang 
Dynasty, but it is an 
amicable departure as he continues to work on 
other Marvel projects. There have been reports 
that Marvel Studios may be moving away from 
Kang as the main antagonist of the Multiverse 
Saga due to the legal problems of actor Jonathan 
Majors and the lukewarm reception of Ant-Man 
and the Wasp: Quantumania.

Dwayne Johnson has 
confirmed the next 
movie he’s filming will 
be the live-action 
remake of Moana, in 
which he will reprise his role as Maui. The movie 
will be directed by Thomas Kail and the music 
will be composed by Lin-Manuel Miranda, who 
worked together on Hamilton. It is expected to 
follow the same story beats as the animated 
original, with familiar lines and songs making 
appearances. Given how many live-action 
remakes Disney has produced in recent years, 
Moana can learn from other movies’ mistakes by 
embracing its animated identity while presenting 
a new take on the story. It is set to debut in 2025.

The Highlander reboot 
has been set for a 
2026 release window, 
despite being set 
for a 2024 filming 
start and being set at Lionsgate. The studio also 
recently confirmed development on John Wick 5, 
potentially splitting director Chad Stahelski’s 
focus between the two projects. Despite the later 
release, the movie is expected to stay true to the 
original franchise and Henry Cavill’s dedication 
ensures a fitting successor to the cult classic.
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Which brings me to another ritual dish, 
and a parting of the ways. I love cran-
berry sauce, the kind made in about five 
minutes from fresh berries, water, and 
sugar. I love how they snap as they heat, 
and how tartly sweet they are with a bite 
of chicken. The kids, however, were raised 
on what The Simpsons dubbed “Cran-
berry Sauce à la Bart,” from an episode 
featuring this boy cranking a can opener 
and sliding the round of jelly out onto 
a serving plate. In my house, it’s Mom’s 
cut-glass dish which comes out only on 
this day of days. So we have both kinds.

Sides? No one at our house cares for 
sweet potato casserole, with or without 
marshmallows, so we have potatoes. Plain 
potatoes, with butter and salt and pepper, 
no gravy. I have made gravy in the past, 
using chicken drippings, but it’s not worth 
the trouble, and it never tastes like the 
kind Mom made. I grew up on three-part 
dinners: 1) canned vegetables, 2) meat, 3) 
potatoes, the potatoes were always smoth-
ered in gravy. Chicken gravy, beef gravy, 
pork chop gravy, liver gravy, in descend-
ing order of flavor. In college, I once 
attempted to make chicken gravy after 
oven frying a batch, and forgot to water 
it down a bit. It came out like delicious 
chicken fritters. My boyfriend and I ate 
them up, but whoa, talk about too much.

I am alone in my love of Iona’s dressing, 
a concoction of creamed corn, celery, and 
crushed saltines and no sage—but some-
times pop a mini-portion into the toaster 
oven, just for me and my memories.

What about dessert? Here I break with 
pumpkin tradition, pulling out the big knife, 
the cutting board, and a bag of whatever 
apple best resembles the Jonathans of 
my youth. It’s hard work, don’t let anyone 
tell you otherwise. I cook the apples first, 
adding cinnamon and bit of vanilla, before 
sinking them into a generous pie crust that 
I no longer make from scratch. (Where 
would Thanksgiving be without Pillsbury?)

So there you have it—you’ve got 
your sugar, your veggies, your bread, 
your piquant sauces, and your perfectly 
roasted bird, complete with wishbone for 
breaking. That’s our tradition. Even if I’m 
the only one craving it, the Green Bean 
Casserole is staying on the table. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PAM BELIEVES THAT IF SHE 

DOESN’T WRITE ABOUT IT, 

IT DIDN’T HAPPEN. YOU CAN 

READ ALL 300+ OF HER 

PAST COLUMNS, PLUS OTHER RANDOM POSTS, 

ON HER BLOG AT SIEGEOFWORDS.COM.

The Green 
Bean 
Casserole 
Stays on 
the Table
By Pam Kress-Dunn

Ah, the holidays. We all know what we mean 
by that—not Veteran’s Day, not the 4th of July, 
not even Easter. What we mean is the march 
from Halloween straight into Christmas, with 
a major stop at what I call “Turkey Day,” and 
the rest of the country calls “Thanksgiv-
ing.” This is especially ironic because, in 
our house, I have roasted a turkey approxi-
mately zero times. Chicken, yes. Brilliantly 
roasted chicken, showered in lemon juice, 
strewn with fresh garlic and kosher salt, 
shoved into a blazing 425-degree oven 
and taken out, sans any kind of fussing or 
basting, with a shatteringly crisp skin and 
both white and dark meat cooked to tender, 
moist perfection. And get this—it takes 
one hour for one or two three-lb. birds.

This recipe came to me via a magazine 
whose title is lost to the ages and whose 
torn-out glory is yellowed by time and more 
than a few errant lashings of juice straight 
from a freshly squeezed lemon. It is a classic 
in my house, though probably not in yours. 
And that is the point. What matters—what 
absolutely must be on the table by 2 p.m. on 
the fourth Thursday of the month each and 
every November—varies by household but is 
all too often the stuff of high drama should 
someone decide to Try Something New.

So I don’t. Earlier this month, I sat down 
to draw up the menu for the big day, and 
after I had done so, I wondered why on 
earth I’d bothered. It is the same every year. 
First, the roast chicken, usually two so we all 
get some dark meat and some light. Next, 
and only because I want it, a green bean 
casserole. While I dutifully saved a “New 
Healthy Take” on this staple, using fresh 
beans, bechamel-portobella sauce, and 
freshly sauteed onion rings, I just sigh when 
I see it. Come on, people! GBC was invented 
by Campbell’s, and it’s just wrong to not 
open a can, or two, or four, because even 
though we eat fresh beans, either lightly 
steamed or not-so-lightly roasted, every 
other month of the year, there is some-
thing special about canned green beans.

I grew up eating canned veggies, and 
I know they are a pale shadow of their 
original crunchy selves. Canned corn is 
awful, canned peas surely a different spe-
cies from fresh or frozen. I grew up thinking 
I despised beets, only to discover not all that 
long ago, that baking them yields a sweet, 
earthy flavor unknown to their diced, watery 
cousins. But please. You need canned beans 
for Green Bean Casserole, and that is that.

Even better, I bake the GBC in Ioan’s 
(my mom’s) vintage bluestone dish, 
a breakable inheritance that has sur-
vived 50 years or more and brings a 
smile to anyone who remembers it.

What else? Rolls. Many dozens of rolls, 
and they must be Pillsbury crescent rolls, 
which I suppose is meant to evoke actual 
French croissants. I have made croissants 
from scratch, and I know how much work 
goes into them—folding and buttering, 
folding and buttering—but I also know 
that the kids at the table, by whom I mean 
my husband’s 42-year-old son and my 
45-year-old daughter—prefer crescents 
from a refrigerated container, the one you 
have to press with a spoon to release from 
its vacuum. Spoon to package and pop!—
now there’s a Thanksgiving tradition!

VINTAGE TURKEY, VINTAGE BOWL, TIMELESS GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE!
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Spot the Difference
Can you spot 10 differences in this aerial 
photo of Dubuque’s newest roundabout at 
the intersection of Kerper Boulevard and 
Kerper Court by the City of Dubuque?

Spot the Difference Answers

SAT 12/2

Fairy Tale Ball
10 AM–NOON OR 3–5 PM 

@ STEEPLE SQUARE

Princesses and princes are 
invited to enjoy a child-
friendly tea party with a 
merry sing-along perfor-
mance, meet and greet and 
photo opportunities with 
five popular princesses and 
a prince, along with other 
fun activities. Dressing up 
is encouraged. Children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. $30 Children, 
$10 adults. 101 E 15th St. 
telegraphherald.com/ 
fairytaleball.

Santa’s Workshop
1–2 PM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Calling all elves! Families and 
kiddos, here’s your chance to 
make and wrap a few gifts 
for the holidays. Join in the 
rotunda after the program 
for the library tree lighting 
event. RSVP required. 360 
W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

SUN 12/3

Christmas at 
Centrally Rooted
2–5 PM @ CENTRALLY 

ROOTED

Enjoy a Mindful Musicians 
mini-class, photos, and a 
singalong with Santa as well 
as raffles, hot chocolate, 
and delicious holiday baked 
goods. Guests may also take 
advantage of Centrally Root-
ed’s art and music explora-
tion labs. Free. 2230 Central 
Ave. centrallyrooted.com.

SAT 12/9

The Gingerbread 
Chronicles
11 AM AND 2 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

12/9, 12/16, 12/27 @ 11 AM, 
2 PM; 12/10, 12/17 @ 2 PM. 
What do you get when you 
mix up Hansel and Gretel 
with the Gingerbread Man? 
Find out in the Fever River 
Puppeteers’ new Christ-
mastime marionette show. 

This production features a 
150-foot “crankie” or moving 
scenery panorama. There 
is an oven in this story, 
but Witch Hazel Green, a 
frequent performer on stage 
at the Hazel Green Opera 
House, prefers to use her 
magic cauldron to concoct 
a special treat for the villag-
ers. Doors open a half hour 
before each performance. 
$5. 2130 Main St, Hazel 
Green, WI. 608-732-7129. 
hazelgreenoperahouse. 
blogspot.com.

Painting Gifts With 
Your Gifts
1–3 PM @ CENTRALLY 

ROOTED

Centrally Rooted, a Dubuque-
based nonprofit organization 
that focuses on brain health 
through creative expres-
sion, is hosting a brand new 
holiday art experience. Under 
the guidance of local artist 
David Barba, this interac-
tive art workshop allows 
learners to paint one of 
three items and gift them 
to someone important in 

their life for the holiday 
season. Centrally Rooted is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion located in Dubuque. A 
center for developing positive 
mental health through 
creative expression, it offers 
private and group music and 
art lessons, music therapy, 
yoga and more. Ages 5–12. 
RSVP by Dec. 4. $25. 2230 
Central Ave. 563-663-1694. 
centrallyrooted.com.

FRI 12/15

Loras College 
Women’s Basketball 
Annual Kids Night Out
5:30–8:30 PM @ LORAS 

COLLEGE GRABER 

SPORTS CENTER

Hang out with the Loras 
College Women’s Basketball 
Team and enjoy games, a 
bounce house, food, and 
more. Grades Pre K–6. RSVP. 
$25 One child, $40 two 
children, $50 three children. 
lorasgirlsbasket 
ballcamp.com.

M�e �r Y�r Fam�y!

®

Upcoming Family Events
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The Main 
Street 
Approach
Dubuque Main Street is one of more than 
1,200 downtown programs that focus on 
the time-tested Main Street Approach™. 
This includes promotions, design, 
organization, and economic vitality.

The Main Street Approach provides 
a practical, adaptable framework for 
revitalizing downtown districts and com-
mercial areas. It encourages local leaders 
to take ownership of their downtowns’ 
development and to create a unique 
identity that is tailored to their com-
munity’s assets and sense of place.

One of the key components of the Main 
Street Approach is promoting downtowns 
and commercial districts as the social and 
economic hub of the community. Promotion 
efforts can have a significant impact on the 
success of a Main Street program, as it helps 
to showcase the unique characteristics of the 
district and attract investment and visitors.

Dubuque Main Street’s Promotions 
Committee is committed to driving invest-
ment downtown by promoting a quality 
mix of businesses, including unique retail 
shops, diverse dining and nightlife options, 
and service-based businesses. Our goal 
is to capture an inventory of existing 
recurring events that happen downtown, 
who leads them, and who they target.

The Promotions Committee is work-
ing to build organizational capacity by 
creating a resource booklet for indi-
viduals or businesses/organizations 
who want to put on an event downtown. 
Additionally, we are identifying regional 
opportunities to drive increased activity 
downtown, both for special events (e.g., 
cruise ships, surrounding town activities, 
etc.) and for ongoing programming.

We are also actively promoting 
downtown hospitality and retail busi-
nesses, as well as rebranding Dubuque 
Main Street assets and assisting select 
districts in their branding. Together, we 
can continue to make the downtown 
area of Dubuque a vibrant and inviting 
place to thrive, dream, and explore.

The Main Street Approach is a powerful 
tool in the effort to revitalize downtown 
districts and commercial areas. Through 
our volunteers’ hard work and dedication, 
the members of the Dubuque Main Street 
Promotions Committee are helping to 
make downtown Dubuque a vibrant and 
inviting place. If you are interested in join-
ing the Promotions Committee, please con-
tact djacobs@dubuquemainstreet.org. n

DANIELLE JACOBS
DANIELLE JACOBS IS THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 

DUBUQUE MAIN STREET. 

TO LEARN HOW TO 

PROMOTE YOUR DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 

AND ORGANIZATION, CONTACT DANIELLE AT 

DJACOBS@DUBUQUEMAINSTREET.ORG.



PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 32

WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

7

8

2

1

6

2

1

6

9

8

5

4

7

2

5

3

4

6

9

1

6

9

4

1

5

C o n c e p t i s  P u z z l e s 06010072135

PUZZLE PAGE



DUBUQUE365.COM� Issue #448 November 22–December 6, 2023 365INK MAGAZINE  45

Columnists

DEAR TIRED,
This is a question I ask myself every day. 
I suppose you could try not cleaning it 
and see how it goes? A better solution 
may be to find friends who enjoy clean-
ing as a hobby and invite them to join 
your new “club” which is dedicated to 
learning new tips and tricks for cleaning 
and organizing. Offer to have all the 
meetings at your house, because you 
are such a nice person. If this works 
for you, I’ll start a chapter as well. We 
could really make this thing take off!

DEAR ANGELA,
I recently made a decision to change up 
how people think about me, in both my 
personal style and my professional life. 
A lot of people were really surprised by 
this, and I think unfortunately, they had 
expectations of me that I just couldn’t 
meet. I thought people would under-
stand that I needed to change, and I 
had hoped they would understand that 
I am more than just one thing that I 
was defined by years ago. Now, I worry 
that I may have made a mistake and 
that people won’t like the “new” me.
—Ben on Birchwood

DEAR BEN,
Or should I say André 3000. You can 
be obtuse if you want, but this letter 
could have been written by no one else 
besides André 3000, the more outra-
geous half of the award-winning rap 
duo Outkast. I get that you felt the need 
to write to me after the mixed reviews 
you have received for your new all-flute 
music album. Look, I get it, I know you 
really wanted to make a rap album, 
but the wind literally blew through you 
into the many kinds of flutes you just 
happened to have lying around. It can 
be tough to be yourself when everyone 
else has a certain perception of you, but 
I applaud you for getting out there and 
tooting your own horn, literally and figu-
ratively. But maybe next time you could 
throw us a bone and do a few bars???

DEAR ANGELA,
Is it me, or does it seem like every-
one is publishing a book these days? 
I was at a business function a few 
weeks ago, and two different attend-
ees casually dropped that they have 
written a book! Is writing books the 
en vogue thing to do these days?
—Wondering on Walnut.

DEAR WONDERING,
Huh, this is strange. You should have 
received your government-issued book 
deal last month. I’m wondering if it’s 
held up in the mail? You know how 
busy the post office gets during the 
holiday season! Well, look for that in 
the mail, and in the meantime, you had 
best be considering the topic of your 
upcoming release. Will it be a histori-
cal romance about the 1980s roller rink 
scene? Or it could be about a teen who 
discovers he can do magic, attends 
a special school where he gets a god 
complex from professors telling him 
how amazing he is, but in the end he 
learns that the real magic are the friends 
he made along the way? You could go 
autobiographical, but that’s a hard one 
to choose right now as you’d have to 
compete with Britney, and I don’t think 
you have as many interesting stories 
about Justin Timberlake as she does.

DEAR ANGELA,
Do I have to clean my house? I 
am getting kind of tired of it.
—Tired on Theda

Angela's
Awesome Advice

ANGELA VENTRIS
ANGELA HAS THE PUNCHLINES AND FASHION 

SENSE TO PLAY THE QUIRKY BEST FRIEND 

IN THE MADE-FOR-TV MOVIE OF YOUR 

LIFE. SHARE ALL YOUR PROBLEMS WITH 

HER AT ADVICE@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

It may sound overdramatic 
to say your life will be a shamble, but 
that’s just how zombies get around.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

When adventure calls, 
just let it ring through to voice-
mail. Who the hell calls anymore?

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

Your optimism will 
lead to many memorable experi-
ences. Pregnancy scares, after 
all, are hard to forget.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

A trip might just be 
what you need. After all, if any-
one can lose your emotional bag-
gage, it’s an airline, amirite?

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

People love to talk about 
nature’s miraculous ability to trans-
form. But not all Transformers are 
Autobots, know what I mean?

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

You may feel clumsier than 
normal over the next few weeks. That’s 
just because your character needs 
some kind of flaw that is still palatable 
to the movie-going audience, and it 
opens the door to comedic moments.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

If you’re waiting until Jan. 1 to 
start your New Year resolutions, you’ve 
already failed. If you really meant to 
make a change, you’d do it now. Unless 
your New Year resolution is to increase 
your vocabulary. It makes no sense to 
buy a 2023 Word-A-Day calendar for 
just the last few weeks of the year.

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

The stars are aligned in 
your flavor. That wasn’t a typo. For the 
next few weeks, the universe won’t be 
on your side, but you and the uni-
verse will taste roughly the same.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

Now is the time to take 
a good look in the mirror. Do you 
hardly recognize the person looking 
back at you? No? Now you see how 
dirty that mirror is. How many times 
have you been told to clean it?

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

You may consider your-
self a free spirit, but that’s just 
because no one will put up with 
your “spirit” at ANY price.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

This holiday season, 
remember that home is where the 
heart is. Even hearts as cold and dark 
as yours came from somewhere.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

The problem with reach-
ing for your horizons is that a hori-
zon isn’t something you can actually 
reach. Unless the Earth is flat. And 
it’s not. No. It isn’t. You fool.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

Employers value brain-
storming, but none of them are 
prepared for the category five hur-
ricane making landfall in your head.

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY FAIRCHILD IS THE ONLY THING 

STANDING BETWEEN US AND THE CELESTIAL 

BODIES THAT WOULD DESTROY US ALL. 

KIND OF LIKE THE MOVIE ARMAGEDDON. 

YOU CAN THANK HIM BY EMAILING HIM 

AT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.






