




DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #426 January 19–February 1, 2023 365INK MAGAZINE  3

THE INKWELL
Bryce Parks
Publisher & everything else 
bryce@dubuque365.com

Kristina Nesteby
Designer & nightlife 
kristina@dubuque365.com

Lisa Stevenson
advertising 
lisa@dubuque365.com 
563-580-1691

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Matt Booth
Mattitude 
matt@mattbooth.com

Sara Carpenter
DIy advice 
sara@stevesace.com

Danny Fairchild
Dining & Horoscopes 
danny@dubuque365.com

Pam Kress-Dunn
Columnist 
pam2617@yahoo.com

Sunil Malapati
Dining 
dining@dubuque365.com

John McAndrew
book reviews 
books@dubuque365.com

Gwen Merfeld
Good advice 
gwen@dubuque365.com

Sara Eliot Steuer
Feature Writer 
s.eliotsteuer@gmail.com

SPECIAL THANKS
Christy Monk, Mike Ironside & Julie steffen, 
Gina siegert, Julien’s Journal, Fran Parks, Tim 
brechlin, Gen. bob Felderman, ron & Jennifer 
Tigges, steven schleuning, Dave Haas,  
rich belmont & Margie blair, Mike Damaso, 
Paul Gilligan, Paul & sandy Meyer, Coco the 
office dog, Wesley Cat, Copper Kettle’s seared 
sesame Tuna bowls, all of our 365ink friends 
and advertisers… and you for reading.

JANUARy 19–FEBRUARy 1, 2023 ISSUE #426

COVER
20 February at Five Flags

Five big events are heading to the 
Five Flags Center next month

FEATURES
15 365ink Impact Awards

18 Dubuque Moms Create 
Dubuque Esports League

22 Upcoming Events at University 
of Dubuque Heritage Center

30 The Big House

37 Picture yourself in the Tri-States

SECTIONS
6 Events

16 Arts

24 Nightlife

30 Columnists

WHERE’S MIKE?
We’ve hidden Mike somewhere in this 
issue of 365ink. Can you find him?

 
365ink Magazine
432 bluff st, Dubuque, Ia 52001 
563-588-4365 
info@dubuque365.com 
Dubuque365.com 
Facebook: @dubuque365 
Instagram: @365ink

all contents © 2006–2023,  
Community Incorporated. all rights reserved.  
all bacon served semi-crispy.



4  365INK MAGAZINE January 19–February 1, 2023 Issue #426 DUBUQUE365.COM

The nFL playoffs are underway. I didn’t 
have a dog in the hunt from the get-go as 
a long-suffering raiders fan. It is my sworn 
duty to hate the Chiefs, but honestly, that 
Mahomes makes it pretty hard to hate 
the guy. He’s fun to watch. Maybe if my 
raiders weren’t packed with talent and 
still terrible I’d be more upset about them 
constantly trouncing us. Maybe we’ll pick 
up Tom brady for one last year in the sun. 
That’s one of the rumors swirling around. 
a year in Vegas wouldn’t be all that bad. 
He’d have lots of weapons to work with 
including the league-leading rusher, so the 
old man (46 next year) would not have to 
keep throwing 66 passes a game. He’s also 
a league leader in that stat, but that’s not a 
good thing when your arm is 45 years old. 
either way, at least we’re not the bears!

Ha! Did I just make you mad? I don’t 
hate the bears but man, they are baD. and 
the funniest thing of it all is that they’ve 
been so bad for so long that the biggest 
diehard bears fans have posited from 
rooting for wins to rooting for Packers 
losses. I’ve never seen so much celebra-
tion as bears fans on Facebook when the 
Packers lose. I think if they could choose 
between the bears winning and the Pack-
ers losing, they would choose the Packers 
losing. unless the Packers are playing 
the bears because, in that instance, 
the bears would never win anyway.

It’s all out now. The nFC “norse” divi-
sion is out for the year. I think I’m rooting 
for aFC down the stretch. any of these 
teams have some reason for excite-
ment behind them. People love watching 
Mahomes. sorry, the Jags have come 
to the end of the run with KC, but get-
ting this far was a minor miracle. and 
the also long-suffering bengals and bills 
are both due for a super bowl win. The 
bills the most. They basically ruined the 
fun of super bowls during my college 
years, losing four in a row in consecutively 
worse fashion each year. Just let them 
have one. They live in buffalo for heaven’s 
sake, isn’t that punishment enough?

If the nFC has to win, let it be the nin-
ers with Iowa state’s brock Purdy at the 
helm. The rookie Qb was the very last 
person drafted last year, giving him the 
traditional moniker “Mr. Irrelevant.” Well, 
who’s relevant now? He’s 6–0 in his short 
career as a starter including thumping 
the GOaT, Tom brady, in his first-ever 
game, 35–7. That would be a pretty great 
story. but the niners’ 1st string Qb, Jimmy 
Garoppolo, is about ready to be cleared 
to play coming off a broken foot. news is 
that Purdy will start to the end no matter 
what at this point, and I could not concur 
more. at least their backup is literally as 
good as you can get them too. but still, 
haven’t the niners won enough of these?

Maybe the most important question 
is who’s inviting me over for their super 
bowl party this year? I promise to make 
something amazing. I just don’t want to 
have to clean up the party afterward. I 
think if Kansas City goes, then my usual 
super bowl destination, H.r. Cook’s 
house, will be quiet this year. This is 
because his son, J.r., is in the arena 
management business like his dad and 
just happens to be on the staff at state 
Farm stadium in Glendale, aZ, the host 
of this year’s big game. and H.r. is a 
massive Chiefs fan. I imagine he will worm 
himself into a temporary gig as the guy 
who picks up the tee after the kickoff 
or confetti cannon technician. I hope he 
does. In that case, I need a party backup!

speaking of sports, is anyone watching 
Iowa basketball this year? It’s an infuriat-
ing mix of hope and anguish. They started 
like a rocket, crushing their generally lesser 
competition early before losing to Duke 
and TCu, both ranked teams. I went to 
the Georgia Tech game (with awesome 
seats and awesomer parking) and they 
crushed the yellow Jackets. Then they 
beat a ranked Iowa state handily, lost to 
Wisconsin, and then won the next game 
by 31, scoring 105 points. so they’re back 
on track right? nope. Then the world 
went upside down and took the team 
with it. Iowa lost to eastern Illinois 92–83. 
The problem with that is that they were 
favored to win by 31.5 points. The loss to 
the 3–9 Panthers was the biggest upset 
in men’s college basketball in the past 30 
years. OuCH! That’s just demoralizing. 
Then they lost the first two games of the 
main big Ten season to nebraska and Penn 
state. Time to pack it up for the year, right?

but no. something lit a fire under 
them. They just won the next four big 
Ten matchups against Indiana, rut-
gers, Michigan, and Maryland. They’re 
now 12–6 and ranked 5th in the big Ten’s 
14-team conference. Hope endures!

In that stretch, Iowa’s Patrick McCaf-
fery took an indefinite leave of absence 
to address a mental health issue, suffer-
ing from crippling anxiety. Hopefully, he’s 
able to come back to finish the season. He 
already faced thyroid cancer as a young 
man in 2014, and as a cancer survivor 
myself, I’m extra rooting for him to get 
past this too. He’s the coach’s son who 
also has another son Conner on the team? 
nepotism much? at least they’re not offen-
sive coordinators. some will get that joke.

I guess as long as they get enough wins 
to make the big dance and are hitting on 
all cylinders at the end of the year, we 
can forget what happened in the middle. 
because it’s always so much more fun to 
watch March Madness when your team’s 
not only in it but also good enough to 
make some waves along the way.

Go Hawks! and Go bears… with 
the no. 1 pick in the next nFL Draft 
for sucking so bad this year. n
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Dubuque Fighting Saints Hockey
VS DES MOINES BUCCANEERS: JANUARy 20 @ 7:05 PM
VS WATERLOO BLACK HAWKS: JANUARy 21 @ 7:05 PM
VS WATERLOO BLACK HAWKS: FEBRUARy 2 @ 7:05 PM
VS GREEN BAy GAMBLERS: FEBRUARy 3 @ 7:05 PM
DUBUQUE ICE ARENA (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHy DR)
With a massive replacement project 
completed on the ice sheet, the Dubuque 
Ice arena is ready to rock, for another 
exciting season of usHL Hockey featur-
ing our own Dubuque Fighting saints.

Dupaco Cowbell Cup rival the 
Des Moines buccaneers look to 
invade Our House on Jan. 20.

It’s a Dupaco Cowbell Cup rivalry 
game as the Waterloo black Hawks 
come to town on Jan. 21. Let’s help 
local teachers, students, and staff by 
“Clearing the List” of needed school 
supplies within the Dubuque and 
West Dubuque school Districts. spon-
sored by rainbo Oil and Kwik stop

The black Hawks return on 
Feb. 2. score your seats for this 
one as your Fighting saints look to 
secure two big standing points in 
the Dupaco Cowbell Cup chase.

The Green bay Gamblers come to town 
on Feb. 3 for what promises to be a fun-
filled event as your Fighting saints raise 

awareness for the red basket Campaign 
sponsored by Mario’s Italian restaurant.

you can listen to the action on the 
saints official radio partner eagle 102.3 
or watch the action live on FloHockey.

single game tickets range from $13 to 
$25. For tickets and more information, 
visit DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n

JULIEN DUBUQUE INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL

Winter Film 
Series
THURSDAy, JANUARy 19 @ 7 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE (200 BELL ST)
The Julien Dubuque International Film 
Festival’s annual Winter Film series will 
make its return on Thursday, Jan. 19. The 
annual offering features a cause-related 
film and Q&a opportunity monthly 
in January, February, and March.
all of the screenings are free and 
are held at Hotel Julien Dubuque.

The series begins with a screening 
of JUSTUS, a JDIFF 2022 Official selec-
tion. The 50-minute documentary shares 

stories of former prisoners’ success-
ful re-entry into society. It is directed 
and narrated by current prisoner Ced 
Theus, who has been incarcerated 
in Iowa for 25 years. From his cell, 
Ced profiles a network of individuals 
who are carving out alternative sys-
tems of justice and rehabilitation.

a Q&a will follow with a panel includ-
ing the film’s producer and director, Maya 
ben-shahar, and Dubuque’s Fountain 
of youth founder, Caprice Jones.

The Feb. 23 screening features 
documentary and audience Choice at 
JDIFF 2022, A Decent Home. The third 
and final screening of this year’s series 
takes on March 23 features Across and 
Robert’s Village, both documentaries.

“Winter is prime time to watch 
films—it’s cold outside, so why not go 
watch a movie?” said susan Gorrell, 
executive director of the film festival. 
“This is a great opportunity to showcase 
some of these cause-related films from 
last year’s festival and start a com-
munity conversation around them.”

Voted one of the top 50 film festi-
vals worth the entry fee by MovieMaker 
Magazine, the 12th annual Julien Dubuque 
International Film Festival is set for 
april 26–30, in downtown Dubuque.

For more information, visit 
JulienFilmFest.com. n

EvEnts
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THu 1/19

Community 
Conversations: 
Health & Wellness
VARIOUS TIMES 

AND LOCATIONS

Jan. 19, 24, and 31 (see ad on 
page 13 for details). When you 
share your experiences, you 
are influencing the future of 
Dubuque. Your input will help 
create the Community Equity 
Profile, which will help all peo-
ple co-create a region where 
everyone can thrive. Each 
month, you will have a chance 
to participate in conversations 
about different topics. All are 
welcome to join the discus-
sion! Together, we can build a 
community where everyone 
has access to resources and 
opportunities. 563-588-2700. 
dbqfoundation.org/ 
equityprofile.

FrI 1/20

Fabulous Friday 
Nights
4–11 PM @ SUNDOWN 

MOUNTAIN RESORT

Ski/snowboard under the 
stars! Join Sundown for 
Fabulous Friday Nights 
every Friday in January 
and February at Sundown 
Mountain Resort. Ski/snow-
board from 4–11 p.m. $36 
Lift, $65 lift and rental. 16991 
Asbury Rd. 563-556-6676. 
sundownmtn.com.

saT 1/21

Preservation Canning 
Class
10:30 AM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTy CONSERVATION 

OFFICE

An interest in living off the land 
and food preservation through 
canning continues to grow. 
Whether you are a backyard 
gardener, a food lover, or a 
homesteader this class is for 
you! Once you’re done with 
this class you will have some 
of the fundamental skills to 
extend the life of some of your 
fruits and veggies all year long. 
We will be making triple-berry 
jam. You will be taking a jar of 
grape jelly home for yourself 
after the class! Friends of 
Dubuque County Conserva-
tion member Julie Kirshbaum 
will be leading the class. Julie 
has a culinary degree and 

decades of training crafting 
foods. With assistance from 
Iowa State University, Julie 
will be providing you with lots 
of resources and information 
about food preservation. 
Free. 13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

sun 1/22

Mark Wagner “Fur 
Trading on Upper 
Mississippi River”
NOON @ EB LyONS CENTER

Find out who Nicholas Perot 
and Julien Dubuque were and 
how they transformed our 
community by trading furs. 
All ages. Free. 8991 Bellevue 
Heights Rd. 563-556-0620. 
facebook.com/minesofspain.

Dubuque Citizen’s 
Police Academy 
Deadline
The Citizen’s Police Academy 
consists of 10 sessions Feb. 
9–April 13, 6–9 p.m. at the 
Dubuque Law Enforcement 
Center (DLEC). The purpose 
of this program is to build 
a better understanding 
between residents and police 
through education. The CPA 
does not certify participants 
as law enforcement officers. 
All sessions are taught by 
law enforcement profession-
als and other members of 
the Criminal Justice System. 
cityofdubuque.org/cpa.

WeD 1/25

Blocks to Financial 
Abundance
9–10 AM @ ONLINE

Blocks are the mental barri-
ers and negative program-
ming in our subconscious 
that originate from the 
stories we heard or experi-
ences we had growing up. 
As a result of these blocks, it 
unconsciously resists us from 
experiencing our desired 
outcomes—weight loss, lov-
ing relationships and financial 
wealth, for example. Join 
instructor Andrea Mausser to 
learn about the seven blocks 
of financial abundance and 
discover new techniques to 
start the unblocking process. 
Free. 844-642-2338 x1399. 
nicc.edu/solutions.
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Opening Doors’ 
Trivia Bowl
THURSDAy, FEBRUARy 9 @ 5:30 PM
GRAND RIVER CENTER (500 BELL ST)
Opening Doors is planning a fun night of 
trivia on Thursday, Feb. 9 at the Grand 
river Center. The event features a wide 
variety of trivia topics. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. with the eXIT reaLTy Tailgating 
Party. Ten rounds of Trivia starts at 7 p.m.

“Our unique Trivia bowl event is the per-
fect way to kick off super bowl weekend,” 
comments ann Lorenz, Opening Doors 
Development and Marketing Director.” she 
adds, “This year Johnny rhodes, host of 
the Morning Rock Show on 97.3 The rock 
will return as our Master of Ceremonies.”

This annual event features raffles, mul-
ligans, and cash prizes for the top three 
teams. The entry fee is $15 per person. Food 
and full bar available for purchase. register 
at OpeningDoorsDBQ.org/Trivia or call 
563-582-7480. Individual players welcome 
and will be placed on a team that evening.

Opening Doors is a nonprofit orga-
nization who helps women and children 
who are experiencing homelessness. 
They provide goal setting and life skills 
training that enable the women to 
achieve their full potential. They offer a 
hand up in the world, not a handout.

since 2000, Opening Doors has 
served more than 4,500 women and 
children through a continuum of services. 
Teresa shelter offers emergency and 
extended stay programs. Maria House 
offers transitional housing for up to two 
years. Francis apartments offers an 
opportunity for income-based afford-
able housing with support services; 
a combination that has proven to be 
effective at ending the cycle of homeless-
ness. Opening Doors offers much more 
than a place to sleep. They provide the 
opportunity for women to claim their 
own power and become self-sufficient.

For more information, contact ann 
Lorenz, Development and Marketing 
Director, at 563-582-7480, or email 
alorenz@openingdoorsdbq.org. n

Daddy Daughter 
Dance
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 10 @ 6–8 PM
DUBUQUE y GyMNASIUM (35 N BOOTH ST)
The family-favorite Daddy Daughter 
Dance is gearing up for the annual night 
of fun with the Dubuque y. Mark your 
calendars for Friday, February 10 at 
6–8 p.m. at the Dubuque y Gymnasium.

This event is designed for children 
ages 3 to 12 and an important man in 
their life (dad, stepdad, grandpa, uncle, 
etc.). The party includes dinner, desserts, 
crafts, a photo booth, and dancing.

Tickets are $30 for an adult and 
child member and $40 for non-mem-
bers. each additional child is $5.

To register and for more information, 
contact the Dubuque y at 563-556-3371 
or visit dubuquey.org/daddydaughter. n
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THu 1/26

Recycling: Beyond 
the Basics
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARy 

AND ONLINE

Learn how to reduce your 
household waste and 
improve your recycling 
knowledge! DMASWA 
Education and Commu-
nication Coordinator Bev 
Wagner will provide you 
with answers to your tricky 
recycling questions. Free. 
RSVP for online link. 360 
W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

Regional Indian 
Cuisine: Republic Day 
Celebration Cooking 
Class
6–8 PM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

Explore Indian food and 
culture with Convivium guest 
instructor Dr. Sunil Malapati. 
Celebrate India’s Republic 
Day with biryani, a layered 
rice and meat dish that 
boasts of a rich history. Sunil 
will undertake the famous 
Hyderabad version of biryani, 
with distinct South Indian 
touches and influences from 
South East Asia to South 
America. This one-dish meal 
will be accompanied by 
mirchi ka salaan (green chil-
ies cooked in a peanut sauce) 
and yogurt raita. $45. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

New World Brewing 
Curated Conversation
7:30 PM @ JUBECK NEW 

WORLD BREWING

Neurodiversity refers to 
diversity in the human 
brain and cognition, for 
instance in sociability, 
learning, attention, mood, 
and other mental functions. 
ADHD, Autism, Dyspraxia, 
Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, 
Dysgraphia, and Tourette’s 
syndrome are all examples 
of neurodiverse conditions. 
This use of the language is 
more inclusive and makes it 
clear that people experi-
ence and interact with the 
world around them in many 
different ways. Conversation 
starters are Indigo Channing 
and Lynn Gallagher. Free. 
115 W 11th St. 775-375-5692. 
jubeckbrewing.com.

FrI 1/27

Puzzle Swap
9 AM–8 PM @ RIVER 

LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

Jan. 27 at 9 a.m.–8 p.m. and 
Jan. 28–29 at 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
River Lights Bookstore’s 
Puzzle Swap is back for the 
last weekend in January. 
Bring your used puzzles to 
River Lights, purchase any 
other used puzzle for $1, 
and River Lights with match 
every dollar with proceeds 
benefitting Hills & Dales. Plus, 
all new puzzles are 25% off. 
1098 Main St. 563-556-4391. 
riverlights.com.

sun 1/29

Sundown Mountain 
Resort Founders’ 
Party
10 AM–8 PM @ SUNDOWN 

MOUNTAIN RESORT

Sundown is celebrating 
their 50th seaon with a 
shindig where it all started: 
in the South Lodge! Join 
for some ‘70s-inspired 
drink specials, live music, 
games, and more. 16991 
Asbury Rd. 563-556-6676. 
sundownmtn.com.

Walking the Camino 
our Way—Images 
and Experiences
2–3 PM @ GALENA CENTER 

FOR THE ARTS (GALENA, IL)

The Camino de Santiago 
(the Way of St. James) is 
a large network of ancient 
pilgrim routes stretching 
across Europe and coming 
together at the tomb of St. 
James (Santiago in Spanish) 
in Santiago de Compostela 
in north-west Spain. Local 
friends Susan Barg, Joan 
Klaus, Maureen Bardusk, and 
Bonnielynn Kreiser present 
images and experiences 
from their 34 day, 486 mile 
pilgrimage along Camino 
de Santiago—from the 
Pyrenees in France to the 
cathedral in Santiago, Spain. 
Free. 971 Gear St, Galena, IL. 
galenacenterforthearts.com.
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Ice Golf Classic
SATURDAy, FEBRUARy 11 @ 10 AM
MID-TOWN MARINA  
(285 5TH ST, EAST DUBUQUE, IL)
On saturday, Feb. 11, st. Mark youth 
enrichment will welcome teams in 
wacky costumes with fun sleds to 
the frozen Mid-Town Marina in east 
Dubuque for the organization’s “cool-
est” fundraising event of 2023.

The st. Mark Ice Golf Classic begins 
at 10 a.m. with team check in starting at 
8 a.m. Teams can sign up foursomes for 
a fun and competitive 18 holes of Ice Golf 
at stmarkyouthenrichment.org/icegolf 
by calling 563-582-6211 x110.

Inexperienced ice golfers need not 
worry: there will be awards for best sled 

and best-dressed team and an overall 
themed costume and sled combo. each 
team will consist of four golfers. The 
teams will golf a course constructed 
from snow, ice, and donated Christmas 
trees created by the st. Mark ICeMen.

In addition to the event, st. Mark will 
be holding a 50/50 raffle drawing and a 
public online silent auction. Prizes include 
local staycations, backyard fun, winter 
and summer experiences, and much 
more. bidders need not be present to win.

all proceeds benefit the kids 
in st. Mark youth enrichment pro-
grams. The event is hosted by Mid-
Town Marina and local sponsors.

To register or for more informa-
tion, call 563-582-6211 x110 or visit 
stmarkyouthenrichment.org/icegolf. n

Winter Arts 
Snow Sculpting 
Community 
Festival
SUNDAy, FEBRUARy 12 @ NOON– 4 PM
WASHINGTON PARK AND DUBUQUE 
MUSEUM OF ART (701 LOCUST ST)
The 2023 Winter arts snow sculpting 
Festival takes place Feb. 9–12, in Wash-
ington Park with community festivities 
on sunday, Feb. 12 from noon to 4 p.m. 
This free, family-friendly event is pro-
duced by the Dubuque Museum of art in 
partnership with the City of Dubuque’s 
Office of arts & Cultural affairs.

Teams of professional, amateur, and 
collegiate artists sculpt for four days, 
transforming 288 cubic feet of snow into 

masterful works of art. The winning team 
receives a cash prize and is offered the 
opportunity to represent the state of Iowa 
at the 2024 u.s. national snow sculpt-
ing Competition in Lake Geneva, WI.

The free, family-friendly community fes-
tival on sunday boasts hands-on activities, 
food and beverage vendors, and People’s 
Choice voting in Washington Park and inside 
the Dubuque Museum of art from noon to 
4 p.m. activities will include a community 
snow sculpting area with preformed blocks 
of snow and tools provided for anyone to try 
their hand at snow sculpting. Themed blocks 
will be inspired by saint-saëns’ whimsi-
cal musical masterpiece “Carnival of the 
animals” in conjunction with Dubuque sym-
phony Orchestra’s spring family concert.

If you’d like to help prepare the blocks 
of snow for the sculptors or would like 
additional information about the festival, 
visit cityofdubuque.org/winterarts. n
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FrI 2/3

Sacred Partnerships 
with Shannon & Eric 
Evans
SHALOM SPIRITUALITy 

CENTER

Feb. 3–5. Join Shannon and 
Eric Evans during this sacred 
time with your partner and 
explore the contempla-
tive dimensions, joys, and 
demands of committed 
romantic partnerships in a 
weekend retreat setting. All 
genders and partnerships are 
affirmed and welcome. The 
couple enjoys a quiet life on 
the prairies of Iowa, where 
they are raising chickens 
and children. Overnight and 
commuter options avail-
able. RSVP by Jan. 25. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

365ink Impact 
Awards Nominations 
Deadline
The 14th 365 Impact Awards, 
sponsored by the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque and Premier Bank, 
make a live in-person return 
in 2023. The mission at 
365ink is to help connect 
people to relationships, 
opportunities, and the best 
possible living experiences 
in our community. And the 
365ink Impact Awards are 
designed to honor those who 
choose to make the effort 
to impact the community 
in the spirit of our mission. 
This year’s awards will be 
held on Tuesday, March 7 
at 7 p.m. at the Diamond Jo 
Casino Mississippi Moon Bar. 
dubuque365.com/ 
impact-awards.

saT 2/4

She Unites Recess: 
Snowshoeing
9:30–10:30 AM @ 

PROVING GROUNDS

The guide will take the group 
on an hour-and-a-half or 
so excursion through this 
glorious park with Dubuque 
County Conservation. Hike 
the snow-covered single-
track trails. All are welcome 
regardless of experience. She 
Unites Recess is an inten-
tional community-building 
activity-based program. 
She Unites is on a mission 
to connect amazing women 
through unique opportuni-
ties that get them out of 
their comfort zones. RSVP. 
Free. 10616 W. John Deere 
Rd. sheUnitesIowa.com.

young & Filthy 
Fashion Show
7–9 PM @ KENNEDy MALL

Patrick Tucker and the Rise 
Up models bring Young & 
Filthy fashion to the Kennedy 
Mall. They will display the 
latest urban fashion on the 
runway plus enjoy food, 
drink, and great music. The 
event starts with all access to 
the LGV Selfie Museum along 
with the free 360 photo-
booth. Then, the fashion 
show will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Free before 7:30 p.m. 555 JFK 
Rd. facebook.com/ 
stayYoungstayFilthy.

sun 2/5

Souper Bowl Sunday
3 AND 5 PM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

Convivium Urban Farmstead 
is partnering with River Bend 
Foodbank for this unique 
fundraising event to raise 
awareness about poverty 
and food insecurity in our 
community. When you arrive 
at the event, you will be 
able to select a handmade 
ceramic bowl created and 
donated by local artists. 
You can then fill that bowl 
with soup donated by local 
restaurants. The bowl is then 
yours to keep! You will hear 
from speakers about poverty 
and food access issues within 
our Dubuque community 
and learn what you can do 
to help. Ticket proceeds go 
to St. Stephen’s Foodbank 
(a branch of River Bend 
Foodbank) and Convivium 
Urban Farmstead. $35. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

Tue 2/7

Strawberries for 
the Home Garden
6:30 PM @

DUBUQUE COUNTy ISU 

EXTENSION OFFICE

Grab your sweetheart and 
get ready for spring at this 
workshop. Learn how to 
start a new strawberry bed, 
how to care for an existing 
bed, season extension, and 
improving your yield. It will 
be “jam” packed with infor-
mation, so don’t miss out 
on signing up for this event. 
Space is limited. RSVP by 
Feb. 3. Free. 563-583-6496. 
bit.ly/dbqstrawberry.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL eVenT LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Valentine’s 
Day Dinner
TUESDAy, FEBRUARy 14 @ 5:30–8:30 PM
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER  
MUSEUM & AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
Celebrate Valentine’s Day surrounded 
by the creatures of the Mississippi at 
the national Mississippi river Museum 
& aquarium’s Valentine’s Day Dinner 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14. This adults-only 
experience features a five-course plated 
meal including an appetizer, soup, 
salad, entree, and dessert. a compli-
mentary rose is given to each lady.

Doors open and childcare is available 
at 5:30 p.m., and dinner starts at 6 p.m. 
service runs until 8 p.m., and children 
must be picked up by 8:30 p.m. staff-
supervised programming is provided 
for potty-trained youth ages three and 
older for $8 per child for members 
and $13 per child for nonmembers.

The cost is $60 per person, $120 
per couple, and payment is due at time 
of reservation. Couples and groups 
are welcome. registration is avail-
able through Feb. 2 by calling the river 
Museum at 563-581-4986 or email-
ing teri@rivermuseum.com. For more 
information, visit rivermuseum.com. n

A Night in Hawaii
WEDNESDAy, FEBRUARy 15 @ 6:30 PM
CLARKE UNIVERSITy WAHLERT ATRIUM 
AND JANSEN MUSIC HALL  
(1550 CLARKE DR)
escape the cold of an Iowa winter with 
Clarke university’s a night in Hawaii, the 
annual arts at Clarke event that explores 
cuisine and cultures from around the 
world. This year’s event takes place 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 6:30 p.m.

attendees will enjoy performances 
from the Clarke ensembles as well as 
special guests, the Lanakila’s, in Jan-
sen Music Hall. since 1991, Lanakila’s 
has brought the best in Polynesian 
entertainment to audiences around 
the world. From Japan, Korea, Mexico, 
Germany, england, and beyond, they 

have performed the songs and dances of 
the south Pacific in over 100 countries.

“Lanakila’s performance is a cel-
ebration of Polynesian culture, music, 
dance, costumes, and stories,” said 
Joe Klinebriel, Professor of Drama at 
Clarke university and one of the orga-
nizers of a night in Hawaii. “Clarke is 
proud to present educational oppor-
tunities through the arts to people 
throughout the Dubuque community.”

along with the performances, guests 
will enjoy Polynesian cuisine served 
in the Wahlert atrium as part of an 
appetizer and dessert menu curated 
by Clarke university Dining services.

General admission tickets are $15. 
Tickets can be reserved by phone 
at 563-588-6550 or purchased at 
clarke.edu/nightinhawaii. n
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

SUNDAY

Just Friends 
50+ Brunch
12:30 PM @ VARIOUS 

LOCATIONS

LAST SUN

Join for brunch and good 
company. Contact Maureen 
Tyne for location, newslet-
ter, and more informa-
tion. 815-297-3308.

MONDAY

Social Connections 
for Singles: Cards
5:30 PM @ DENNy’S 

LUX CLUB

All single people of any 
age are invited to join 
for cards at 6 p.m. 3050 

Asbury Rd. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
6:30–8 PM @ DBQ CO 

PUBLIC LIBRARy ASBURy 

BRANCH (ASBURy, IA)

3RD MON

Cultivate a community who 
is good without God. Free. 
5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
10 AM @ NATIONAL 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

1ST TUE & 1ST SAT

Discover the ABCs through 
hands-on and active activi-
ties. Ages 2–5 with parent/
caregiver. RSVP suggested. 
$10 for non-members; $8 
for members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

WEDNESDAY

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
5:30 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

LIBRARy AND ONLINE

2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED

Develop the skills to give an 
organized and dynamic pre-
sentation. Ages 18+. Free. 360 
W 11th St. facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

She Unites
6:30–7:30 PM @ 7 HILLS 

EVENT CENTER

3RD WED

Feb event on 2/8. Connecting 
women through education, 
philanthropy, mutual support, 
and more. Free. 1098 Jackson 
St. sheUnitesIowa.com.

She Unites: Rise
7–9 PM @ UNIVERSITy OF 

DUBUQUE MTAC BUILDING

2ND WED THROUGH MAy

Equipping teenage girls with 
education and skills for real 
life. Free. 2000 Univer-
sity Ave. 608-218-4756. 
sheunitesiowa.com.

THURSDAY

New World Brewing 
Curated Conversation
7:30 PM @ JUBECK NEW 

WORLD BREWING

4TH THU

Join for a pint (or NA bever-
age) and some uncommonly 
meaningful conversation. 
Conversation starters present 
a topic before attendees 
split into small groups for 
further discussion. Free. 115 
W 11th St. 775-375-5692. 
jubeckbrewing.com.

FRIDAY

Fabulous Friday 
Nights
4–11 PM @ SUNDOWN 

MOUNTAIN RESORT

THROUGH FEB

Ski/snowboard under the 
stars! $36 Lift, $65 lift 
and rental. 16991 Asbury 
Rd. 563-556-6676. 
sundownmtn.com.

Social Connections 
for Singles: 
Dinner & Cards
5 PM @ SHOT TOWER INN

All single people of any age 
are invited to join for dinner 
followed by cards. 390 
Locust St. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

Grown-Up yogArt
6–9 PM @ CHALLENGE 

TO CHANGE

3RD FRI

A fun, social evening of 
gentle yoga, wine, and 
art. Ages 21+. $30. 3337 
Hillcrest Rd. 563-451-7034. 
challengetochangeinc.com.

First Fridays
VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN DUBUQUE

1ST FRI

First Fridays is Downtown 
Dubuque’s monthly visual art 
series, hosted by galler-
ies, museums, and venues, 
celebrating Dubuque’s great 
visual arts scene. Free.

SATURDAY

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers Market
9 AM–NOON @ KENNEDy 

MALL WEST CONCOURSE

THROUGH APRIL

555 JFK Rd. 
wintermarketdbq.com.

Platteville Winter 
Farmer’s Market
9 AM–NOON @ ROUNTREE 

GALLERy (PLATTEVILLE, WI)

1ST & 3RD SAT THOUGH APRIL

120 W Main St, Platte-
ville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

Lollipops & Music for 
Our Preschoolers
10–10:30 AM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARy

2ND SAT THROUGH APRIL

Mini-concerts introduce a 
variety of musical styles and 
instruments. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
All ages. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nIsOM.com.
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
MISSING (PG-13)
FRIDAy, JANUARy 20

When her mother (Nia Long) 
disappears while on vacation 
in Colombia with her new 
boyfriend, June’s (Storm Reid) 
search for answers is hindered 
by international red tape. Stuck thousands of 
miles away in Los Angeles, June creatively uses 
all the latest technology at her fingertips to try 
and find her mother before it’s too late. But as 
she digs deeper, her digital sleuthing raises more 
questions than answers… and when June 
unravels secrets about her mom, she discovers 
that she never really knew her at all.

FEAR (R)
FRIDAy, JANUARy 27

A year into living through a 
worldwide pandemic, a group 
of friends gather in the remote 
Tahoe Mountains to stay at the 
Historic Strawberry Lodge. 
What was supposed to be a much needed 
getaway and celebratory weekend quickly turns 
into a waking nightmare. As the truth about the 
historic lodge slowly unravels in front of them, 
this group of friends will be pushed to the brink 
of survival.

80 FOR BRADy
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 3

80 for Brady is inspired by the 
true story of four best friends 
living life to the fullest when 
they take a wild trip to the 2017 
Super Bowl LI to see their hero 
Tom Brady play.

KNOCK AT THE 
CABIN (R)
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 3

While vacationing at a remote 
cabin, a young girl and her 
parents are taken hostage 
by four armed strangers who 
demand that the family make an unthinkable 
choice to avert the apocalypse. With limited 
access to the outside world, the family must 
decide what they believe before all is lost.

Movie Buzz
The new Ocean’s 
Eleven movie starring 
Margot Robbie and 
Ryan Gosling is set to 
begin filming in 
March. In May 2022, Robbie was chosen to 
headline an Ocean’s Eleven prequel movie set in 
1960s Europe. Soon after, Gosling joined the 
cast, reuniting the two stars after the upcoming 
Barbie movie. The new Ocean’s movie will be 
helmed by Jay Roach, reuniting him with Robbie 
after directing the 2019 film Bombshell. Despite 
being labeled a prequel, the project summary 
specifies it is a “remake of the original Ocean’s 
Eleven.”

Joel McHale has 
revealed the 
Community movie’s 
filming start window 
is sooner than 
expected. The NBC sitcom ran for six seasons 
and garnered a dedicated cult following during 
its run. While appearing on a recent episode of 
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, McHale revealed the filming 
start window to be this June. While most of the 
main cast were confirmed to be returning for the 
movie, Yvette Nicole Brown and Donald Glover 
are so-far absent from the roster. Showrunner 
Dan Harmon confirmed, however, that Glover is 
still expected to return.

John Williams won’t 
be retiring after 
Indiana Jones and 
the Dial of Destiny 
as he previously 
intended. Per The Hollywood Reporter, the 
legendary composer was asked a question 
about packing it in, and he stunned everyone, 
including Spielberg, when he walked back his 
initial comments, “Steven is a lot of things. 
He’s a director, he’s a producer, he’s a studio 
head, he’s a writer, he’s a philanthropist, he’s 
an educator. One thing he isn’t is a man you 
can say ‘no’ to… I’ve got 10 more years to go. I’ll 
stick around for a while! Also, you can’t ‘retire’ 
from music. It’s like breathing. It’s your life. It’s 
my life. A day without music is a mistake.”
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365ink 
Impact 
Awards
submit 
nominations 
by February 3
Impact Awards Ceremony:  
Tuesday, March 7 @ 7 PM 
Diamond Jo Casino  
Mississippi Moon Bar (301 Bell St)

The 14th 365 Impact awards, sponsored 
by the Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque and Premier bank, make a live 
in-person return in 2023 after two years 
off in-person recognitions due to the 
pandemic. We’re thrilled to finally gather 
together once again on Tuesday, March 7 
at 7 p.m. at the Mississippi Moon bar inside 
Diamond Jo Casino to recognize those 
who are making an impact on our com-
munity in the wake of COVID-19’s ongoing 
ramifications and with eyes on a brighter 
future for our community. Doors open at 
6 p.m. The event is Free and everyone (21 
and older) is welcome to attend. There will 
be hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar with live 
music accenting the evening’s awards.

Picking the winners is always a painful 
process. naturally, everyone who gets 

nominated is worthy of an award, but, 
alas, we have only 10 original, locally made 
statues to give out, created for 365ink this 
year by the man who made our original 
series of awards: metal artist Gene Tully.

but before 365ink and supporters 
make some tough decisions about who 
deserves a little piece of the spotlight 
this year, we need to hear about those 
worthy of recognition for their impact on 
the Tri-states. That’s where you come in. 
The mission at 365ink is to help connect 
people to relationships, opportunities, 
and the best possible living experiences 
in our community. and the 365ink Impact 
awards are designed to honor those who 
choose to make the effort to impact the 
community in the spirit of our mission.

Do you know a person, an organiza-
tion, or a business who did something 
particularly special in 2022 and deserves 
a shout-out for their efforts? Maybe it’s 
someone who’s been knocking it out 
of the park year in and year out and 
deserves a nod just for keeping the bar 
set high all of these years. nominate them 
now for a 2023 365ink Impact award. It 
doesn’t matter the category. Think art 
and music. Think community pride and 
inclusion. Think great spaces and gener-
ous spirits. These are the people we want 
to know about. and if you are one of 
those special people who make the extra 
effort to improve the community around 
you, thank you, thank you, thank you, 
whether someone nominates you or not.

Just tell us who did what and why it 
was great. submit your nominations at 
dubuque365.com/impact-awards or 
email us at info@dubuque365.com. Please 
include one descriptive paragraph about 
why the nominee is worthy. If they don’t 
get nominated, they can’t win, so get on 
it! nominations are due by Friday, Feb. 3.

Who wins will not be a secret leading 
up to the event. after all, we want you 
to be able to come down and celebrate 
your friends when they take the stage on 
Tuesday, March 7. The event moves fast 
and is a lot of fun, and you will discover 
amazing things you never knew about 
your community. so mark your calendars 
to join the festivities now. It’s a Tues-
day night, so you know already that you 
don’t have anything better going on.

The 365ink Impact awards are gener-
ously sponsored by Premier bank and 
the Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque as well as our generous hosts, 
the Diamond Jo Casino. With their gener-
ous support, 365ink is able to honor these 
people right, with original, local artwork. 
Impact awards designs started with artist 
Gene Tully and have always been hand-
made by great local artists ever since. 
We’re thrilled to have Gene back again 
to envision a new award for this year. n

FEatURE stORY
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Galena LitFest
THROUGH JANUARy 28
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN 
GALENA, IL AND ONLINE

Galena LitFest launches its ninth year 
of bringing high-quality authors, 
workshops, and events to Galenians 
in January. LitFest is organized and 
sponsored by the Galena Public Library 
and with generous support from the 
Friends of the Galena Public Library.

remaining events include Creative 
nonfiction: The epistolary essay, an 
evening of Poetry with angie Trudell 
Vasquez, and savoring Winter: a Feast!

registration and ticket information 
can be found at GalenaLibrary.org, the 
front desk of the library, or by email-
ing adult services library, Larissa Distler, 
at distlerl@galenalibrary.org. n

The Desert 
Queen and 
Natural Shocks 
Auditions
JANUARy 30 AND 31 @ 7 PM
KEySTONE AREA EDUCATIONAL 
AGENCy (2310 CHANEy RD)
Fly-by-night Productions hosts audi-
tions for two solo one-woman one-acts: 
The Desert Queen by James Devita and 
Natural Shocks by Lauren Gunderson. 
auditions take place at the Keystone 
area educational agency on Jan. 30 

and 31 at 7 p.m. Performances are 
March 17–19 and 24–25. FbnP will cast 
two women, one for each one-act.

The Desert Queen features Gertrude 
bell, an early 20th Century, legend-
ary archaeologist, british intelligence 
spy, and explorer of the arabian 
deserts, who influenced the politi-
cal future of the Middle-east.

Natural Shocks find angela trapped in 
her basement. she begins to reflect on 
a lifetime of trauma, as she waits out an 
impending tornado. Comedy… until it’s not!

For more information, call 
FbnP artistic Director Lenore 
Howard at 563-581-0178 or visit 
FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

Readings Under 
the Influence
TUESDAy, JANUARy 31 @ 7 PM
ESTHER’S LOUNGE (123 MAIN ST)
The theme for this month’s read-
ings under the Influence, the 1st of four 
quarterly 2023 installments of your 
favorite interactive #antiopemicnite, is 
the human universal of “Play.” Join the 
interactive live and local arts showcase 

at esther’s Lounge on Tuesday, Jan. 
31 at 7 p.m. Doors at 6:30 p.m.

January’s hosts are-Kristina Marie 
Castañeda and CaseTheJoint. Word-
smiths are Katherine schroeder, Gary 
arms, Heidi Zull, and Joe Kleinbriel. 
Live art by naylea Hernandez and 
live music by Chad aaron Olson Jr.

ruI is different every time. some-
times it’s edgy, sometimes sweet, 
sometimes controversial, sometimes 
downright vicious, but always artful. 
The common thread is art, art, and art, 
in all of its wondrous manifestations.

ruI loves audience participation, giv-
ing away their infamous “burden Prizes,” 
so prepare for nerdy, wordy trivia out-
bursts. Plus shots-infused, volunteerish, 
interactive, audience participation literary 
game for those feeling it. sit a while in the 
Writer’s/artist’s Corner wherein you may 
dump your inspired musings onto paper.

ruI is free. For more information, 
visit facebook.com/RUIDBQ. n

The Serious 
Whimsey of 
Gail Chavenelle 
Reception
SUNDAy, JANUARy 29 @ 1–3 PM
SINSINAWA MOUND CENTER  
ART GALLERy (SINSINAWA, WI)
sinsinawa art Gallery hosts a recep-
tion for The Serious Whimsey of 
Gail Chavenelle on sunday, Jan. 29, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the sinsinawa 
Mound Center in sinsinawa, WI. 
Light refreshments will be served.

The exhibit includes Chavenelle’s metal 
figures of people, animals, and nature 
from a few inches high to as large as 60 

inches as well as cutout framed pictures. 
bright colors, polished steel, rusted steel, 
and recycled swimming pool siding make 
for a colorful and delightful show. Gail 
Chavenelle is a local artist from Dubuque.

For more information, call the sin-
sinawa Mound Center at 608-748-4411 
or visit sinsinawa.org/moundcenter. nA Scandalous 

Story About 
Grant Wood
SUNDAy, JANUARy 22 @ 3:30 PM
CONVIVIUM URBAN FARMSTEAD 
(2811 JACKSON ST)
Join Fly-by-night Productions for a 
play reading of A Scandalous Story 
About Grant Wood by Gary arms 
on sunday, January 22 at 3:30 p.m. 
at Convivium urban Farmstead.

set in 1962, the 20th anniversary of 
Grant Wood’s death, the play follows 
Charley, an ambitious graduate student 
from Harvard, as he interviews Wood’s 
wife, sister, and mentor. Charley thinks 
he has a scandalous new angle that will 
advance his own career, but by seek-
ing to expose Grant Wood, he may be 
exposing himself to danger in Iowa.

Gary arms is Dubuque’s own play-
wright and novelist whose two novels 
about Jack DeWitt were recently pub-
lished. His plays have been performed 
across the country from asheville, 
nC to most recently Wheaton, IL.

refreshments will be served. Free 
will donations welcome. For more 
information, call 563-599-9486 or 
visit FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

New year, 
New Art and 
Color It Neutral 
Exhibit Opening 
Reception
FRIDAy, JANUARy 27 @ 5–7 PM
GALENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
(971 GEAR ST, GALENA, IL)
The Galena Center for the arts announces 
the opening of exhibits in both their main 
gallery and newly opened special exhibit 
space. Join for the opening reception 
on Friday, Jan. 27 from 5 to 7 p.m.

The main gallery celebrates the 
beginning of 2023 with New Year, New 
Art, celebrating the potential a new year 
brings; while the special exhibit space will 

display artwork following the theme Color 
It Neutral. The exhibits, featuring artwork 
by regional artists, will be open to the 
public from 1 to 4 p.m. Thursdays through 
sundays through the end of February.

The reception is free, but dona-
tions are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call the Galena Center for 
the arts at 815-402-3111 or visit 
GalenaCenterForTheArts.com. n

aRts
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ARTS

DUBUQUE SyMPHONy 
ORCHESTRA CLASSICS 3

Birds Fly, 
We Dance
SATURDAy, FEBRUARy 4 @ 7:30 PM
SUNDAy, FEBRUARy 5 @ 2 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
Hablamos español! Dubuque sym-
phony Orchestra Classics 3: birds 
Fly, We Dance will thrill you with the 
rhythms and sounds of Latin-america 
on Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 5 at 
2 p.m. at the Five Flags Theater.

This program covers a wide range 
of styles including music by brazilian, 
argentinian, Mexican, and american 

composers. The moving elegy by 
american composer Gabriela Lena Frank 
reflects her Peruvian ancestry with 
stylistic elements of Peruvian panpipes. 
The “sinfonía buenos aires” by Piaz-
zolla includes two bandoneóns, a type of 
accordion, for that characteristic argen-
tinian sound. The Dubuque symphony 
youth Orchestra adds a touch of “wild 
youth” as they join the DsO for the 
finale, the much loved “Danzón no. 2” 
by Mexican composer arturo Márquez.

Tickets are $17–$86 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call the Dubuque sym-
phony orchestra at 563-557-1677 or 
visit DubuqueSymphony.org. n

First Fridays
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 3
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO & GALLERy (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
6–8 PM @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
7–10 PM @ ESTHER’S LOUNGE (123 MAIN ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series, hosted by gal-
leries, museums, and venues, celebrating 
Dubuque’s great visual arts scene. Visit 
all of the locations and celebrate our 
creative community. all stops are free.

stoned art studio and Gallery will be 
open for Februay’s First Friday, from noon 
until 8pm showcasing Henry Matthiessen 
III’s art and Driftless region photogra-
phy. stop by talk art, talk photography, 
talk Driftless. blues music, jazz music 
and refreshments will be on hand.

Join Planted. for a father/daughter 
gallery showing featuring illustrations and 
prints by Danika Zivojnovich and pottery 
by Gary Carstens. Danika Zivojnovich 
is a Dubuque native who enjoys print 

making and colored pencil illustrations. 
Her work is inspired by nature—par-
ticularly all things botanical. she finds 
beauty in the serendipity of the life in her 
garden and the up-close/inner work-
ings of plant life. Gary Carstens, owner 
of Mississippi Mud studio, has been 
a practicing potter for over 40 years. 
Focusing on high fire gas and atmo-
spheric wood firing, he draws inspiration 
and subject matter from the landscape. 
Interpretation of the works of nature 
especially what is easily seen and not 
immediately seen is an unending study.

esther’s Lounge and Dubuque 
area arts Collective feature creations 
by Lydia smith with musical accom-
paniment by Marzipan Mailbox. n

DUBUQUE SyMPHONy ORCHESTRA 
AND DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

Community-Wide 
Art Competition 
Deadline
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 10 @ 5 PM
DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART  
(701 LOCUST ST)
The Dubuque symphony Orchestra and 
Dubuque Museum of art are hosting a com-
munity-wide art competition. This annual 
event celebrates the strong ties within 
Dubuque’s rich arts community. entrants 
are asked to create an original piece of 
art inspired by “Carnival of the animals,” 
which is featured in the DsO’s March 2023 

concerts. artwork must be submitted to the 
Dubuque Museum of art by Friday, Feb. 10.

There are four categories: elementary 
school students (K–5), middle and high 
school students (grades 6–12), college 
students and adults, and photography (all 
ages). One winner and up to three honor-
able mentions will be chosen per cate-
gory. The top four winners will take home 
two tickets to the DsO’s performance of 
“Carnival of the animals” (March 4–5 at 
Five Flags Theater), one family member-
ship to the Dubuque Museum of art, and 
their work will serve as cover art for the 
DsO’s March concert program book.

For links to music samples and sug-
gestions, complete rules and regulations, 
entry forms, and additional informa-
tion, visit DubuqueSymphony.org. n
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also working on far simpler goals: skills 
that are becoming more and more distant 
the more the younger generation escapes 
to cyberspace. susie refers to them as 
soft skills. Those are skills like simply 
how to shake a hand. The interpersonal 
communication that is necessary to deal 
with other people in person. It even gets 
into something as simple as hygiene for 
these kids that disappear into the room 
and computers for hours or days on end.

“There is also a social, emotional piece 
to all of this,” explained Quinn. “The kids 
feel like no one gets them, only other 
people online like them. so understanding 
that these other gamers are ‘their people’ 
and building self-esteem and character 
together is important. It’s okay to be a 
gamer. It’s breaking the stigma that they 
are lazy kids playing video games.”

bringing them together in a shared 
physical space is key to taking their online 
relationships and turning them into real-
world connections. so, League players and 
members will have to be at the soon-to-
open physical location to participate.

“Our big thing is that they are gain-
ing friends,” emphasized Quinn. “They’re 
figuring out how to work as a team in-
person, like if they were on a traditional 
team sport. They have to think about 
how their skills work with others on the 
team who have different specialized 
skills, building off of each other’s skills.”

and they will have a real-world coach, 
someone they have to answer to. Kids 
will also take turns being captains. There 
will also be boundaries, mainly time-
related. no gaming until 2 or 3 a.m. here.

“We want to break that,” said 
Quinn. “This is an actual game. you 
need your rest. your grades need to 
be up. you don’t have the grades, you 
don’t play. eat right, go to bed.”

even individual game players still play 
on a team, similar to a cross-country 
team, where your individual score affects 
the team score. They want to do their 
personal best but still have to collabo-
rate with a team as the end goal.

so with that goal in mind, Wartick 
and Quinn have secured a real-world 
home at 3220 Dodge st. next to 
Comic World and butt’s Florist.

“We have 3,000 sq. feet,” noted susie. 
“We will have 22 PCs, Xboxes, Playsta-
tions, and switches. We will have a sTeM 
workshop room and study cubbies that 
kids can use to study while waiting for 
practice to happen or for parents to pick 
them up. We’ll have a freak-out room so 
when they get upset, they can go in there 
and punch a punching bag or scream or 
just have some time to themselves to 
decompress. We’ll even have some areas 
for parents to come and watch them play.”

They also plan to host camps 
and workshops throughout the year, 
everything from building a PC, video 
game addiction, cyberbullying, game 
design, esports careers, and more.

The draw is to be with your people. 
Meet like-minded people in person. 
Get your virtual group together in real 
life, and find out what’s out there for 
opportunities for esports players.

Did you know that some colleges 
have scholarships for esports play-
ers including right here in Dubuque? 
Clarke university not only has esports 
scholarships, but they also just created 
an esports “arena” social space and are 
also starting league team play. Dubuque 
esports League’s intern Grace is one of 
those Clarke scholarship recipients. nICC 
also started an esports program, and 
their Peosta campus has already built 
their awesome esports arenas as well.

Dubuque 
Moms 
Create 
Dubuque 
Esports 
League
By Bryce Parks

For the “old people” in the room, let’s start 
with some terminology. esports, short for 
electronic sports, is a form of competi-
tion using video games. esports often 
takes the form of organized, multiplayer 
video game competitions playing mas-
sively popular games like Fortnite, League 
of Legends, Counter-Strike, Call of Duty, 
Overwatch, and Madden NFL, to name a 
few. Oh, it’s also a billion-dollar industry. 
so it’s not going anywhere anytime soon. 
and if you have young people in your life, 
you already know that esports are a part 
of everyday life for an entire generation.

so with that in mind, you’d think that 
the creation of a Dubuque esports league 
is a natural evolution of entrepreneurs 
looking to capitalize on the trend. but 
in truth, money and power were the last 
things on the minds of those who are 
making this a reality in our community. 
Instead, you can thank two Dubuque 
moms who only want the best for their 
kids and kids like them. and when they 
didn’t see anyone else addressing this 
need, they got in the game—literally.

susie Quinn and shelby Wartick 
created the group as a 501(c)3 

nonprofit organization after see-
ing their children struggle with social 
skills following the pandemic.

“We saw them physically isolating 
during COVID but noticed that when 
they were online gaming with friends, 
they blossomed,” said susie Quinn when 
365ink talked to her about the endeavor.

“shelby has a sophomore, and I have 
a 19-year-old and a freshman, and they’re 
big gamers. I started looking at gam-
ing not as a negative but as a positive 
when I was seeing my kid laugh and sing 
and collaborate online. He was blossom-
ing in his room, but we weren’t seeing 
that coming out of his room. Talking 
to teachers, they opened my eyes to 
the idea that this is a good thing.”

but the ladies had frustration with a 
lack of a gaming community in Dubuque 
to foster growth within the world of 
esports. so they made their own.

The goal of the Dubuque esports 
League is to create a safe, inclusive, 
and positive community for everyone 
that chooses gaming as a platform 
to grow and be society’s next game-
changers. It encourages competitive 
and recreational players to develop skills 
through hands-on, experiential learn-
ing. esports is for all ages, and it starts 
with programming focused on middle 
and high schoolers and young adults.

While the league’s venue can expand 
into sTeM workshops on how to build a 
computer or write code, which can lead 
to different types of careers, which can 
be built off of gaming, the organizers are GaMInG aT HOMe

FEatURE stORY
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Coaches for both of the colleges’ 
esports teams are on the board of direc-
tors for the Dubuque esports League and 
are instrumental in helping them with 
software choices and the kinds of train-
ing needed for their own coaches. These 
schools may end up as platforms for the 
Dubuque esports Leagues members 
to get future college scholarships.

The timeline is to move into the 
new space in February and build out 
the arena, hoping for a soft opening 
in May with league play by fall. What 
they’re looking for right now is sponsor-
ships from businesses or individuals.

“We’re writing tons of grants, and we’re 
looking for input from the public,” says 
susie Quinn. “What would you like to see 
in a league as a player or as a parent?”

They’re building the organization as 
a membership-driven group with middle 
and high school membership levels, a 
college level, and an adult level, as well 
as a coach level. you don’t have to be 
a member to play, but non-members 
would pay per hour to play. expect to 
see scholarships to help youth who can’t 
afford memberships to still participate.

“esports is so new that we’re trying all 
kinds of things to see what works,” said 
Quinn. “We’re looking at what others are 
doing and having success with and shar-
ing what works back and forth with other 
communities. We’re trying to tweak our 
version to best fit the Tri-state area.”

Quinn wants the venue to be a plat-
form for college scouts to come and 
give scholarships. This is extremely 
important today because this is the 
only way some kids know how to 
interact, and it’s not going away.

We asked susie to explain esports to the 
grumpy old man down the street who just 
doesn’t understand why this is necessary.

“I’d say, come here and listen to my 
son while he games because he’s laugh-
ing, and he’s having meaningful, fun 
interactions with other kids. If you talk 
to him about school, you get a mono-
tone response. If you talk about gaming, 
he gets a totally different tone of voice, 
and you get a lot more out of him.”

What was new when you were young 
that people thought was going to be the 
downfall of society that actually wasn’t? 
same thing here, just a different medium.

“We’re not in this to make money,” 
explains Quinn. “We’re in this to build 
a community—for our community, for 
our kids. There are many transferrable 
skills gained through esports. everything 
from strategic thinking, problem solv-
ing, decision making, teamwork, lead-
ership, communication, and more. We 
envision the Dubuque esports League 
community as a safe, inclusive, and 
positive community for everyone who 
chooses gaming as a platform to grow 
and be society’s next game changers.”

Dubuque esports League Inc has 
just kicked off its first-ever fundrais-
ing campaign, Leveling up Tomorrow’s 
Game-Changers. This campaign will make 
the lease, build-out, and start-up costs 
possible for our community’s first-ever 
esports organization of its kind. The goal 
is to raise a half-million dollars to pro-
vide everyone with opportunities to use 
esports to develop sTeM-based skills, 
grow in their social-emotional attributes, 
discover career pathways, and enhance 
skills needed to thrive in work and life.

Dubuque esports League is a 501(c)3 
charitable organization. To donate 
or to volunteer to become part of 
the esports community that is level-
ing up tomorrow’s game changers, go 
to DubuqueEsportsLeague.org. n

FEATURE STORy

CLarKe unIVerIsTy esPOrTs arena
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Events at  
Five Flags Center
The Five Flags Center is located at 405 Main St. in Downtown 
Dubuque. Fees may apply to ticket purchases. Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster.com or at the Five Flags Center Box Office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

A fter presenting suc-
cessful children’s 
programs like Disney 
Junior Live, Peppa 

Pig’s Adventure, and Blippi The 
Musical in 2022, the Five Flags 
Center gears up for another 
round of family entertainment. 
Dragons And Mythical Beasts 
brings larger-than-life puppe-
teering to the Five Flags Theater 
stage on Feb. 9 and 10 at 7 p.m.

Calling all brave heroes! enter 
into a magical world of myths 
and legends in this fantastical 
new show for the entire family.

unveil a myriad of dark secrets 
and come face to face with some 
of the most magnificent mon-
sters and terrifying beasts ever 

to walk the earth. Discover the 
colossal stone Troll, the mysteri-
ous Indrik, and Japanese baku, 
the Tooth Fairy (not as sweet as 
you'd think), an adorable unicorn, 
and majestic Griffin. Take your 
place among legendary heroes, 
just don't wake the Dragon…

The show will be making its 
united states debut this winter 
after a successful run in the united 
Kingdom, where it was nominated 
for an Olivier award, the brit-
ish equivalent of the Tonys. It is 
produced by the same team that 
brought Dinosaur World Live to 
Five Flags Center, which sold out its 
initial show in February 2021 before 
a second installment was added.

Tickets are $29–$59. n

THe FIrsT 200 

KIDs In THe DOOr 

eaCH nIGHT GeT a 

Free DRAGON OF 

LEGENDS POP-OuT 

MODeL bOOK FrOM 

sCHOLasTIC bOOKs… 

a $20 VaLue!

FEBRUARY 9 AND 10 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
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COVER STORy

Dylan Scott
THURSDAy, FEBRUARy 2 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
rising country music star Dylan scott 
will perform in Dubuque for the first 
time in nearly four years as he brings his 
“amen to That” tour to the Five Flags 
arena on Thursday, Feb. 2 at 7 p.m.

Dylan scott is a triple threat—a 
powerful vocalist with a deep, unmis-
takable drawl; an old-soul songwriter 
with a young spirit; and a family man 
with a tender heart. The multi-Platinum 
singer has notched three no. 1 singles 

on radio (“My Girl,” “nobody,” and 
his most recent smash “new Truck”) 
as well as Top 5 hit “Hooked.”

Following his first career nomina-
tion for “best new Country artist” at 
the all-genre iHeartradio Music awards 
and a coveted spot among Country 
radio seminar’s new Faces of Country 
Music, his Platinum-certified ode to his 
wife, “nobody,” earned him a 2021 CMT 
Music award for breakthrough Video 
of the year. Dylan presented the CMT 
breakthrough Video of the year award 
at the 2022 CMT Music awards on Cbs.

With career streams exceeding 1.3 
billion, the Louisiana native has provided 
tour support for Garth brooks, Luke 
bryan, and Chris young, among others, 
cementing him as an in-demand live act. 
Livin’ My Best Life, the highly-anticipated 
follow-up to his chart-topping Nothing 
To Do Town eP features fiery lead single 
“new Truck” and viral TikTok ballad 
“Can’t Have Mine (Find you a Girl).”

Tickets are $37.75–$47.75. n

Chapel Hart
WITH SPECIAL GUEST LUCAS HOGE
SATURDAy, FEBRUARy 11 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
rising country music trio Chapel Hart 
make their Dubuque debut with a stop 
on their “Glory Days” tour at the historic 
Five Flags Theater on saturday, Feb. 
11 at 7 p.m. Chapel Hart may be best 
known for their jaw-dropping perfor-
mance on last summer’s season of nbC’s 
America’s Got Talent, where they were 
awarded the prized Golden buzzer. 
The group has also been recognized by 
numerous country music publications.

Chapel Hart has found a way 
to gift wrap their Mississippi roots 
and Louisiana spice and share it 
with listeners around the world.

Consisting of sisters Danica and 
Devynn Hart along with cousin Trea swin-
dle, the group went from singing together 
as children in Hart’s Chapel, to becoming 
a world-class group whose colorful and 
contagious energy has flourished into a 
full live band experience that fills venues 
at home and around the country. Chapel 
Hart has an amazing ability to tug on your 

heartstrings with a tender yet powerful 
ballad, then have you pumping your fist in 
unison to the pulse of hard-hitting music. 
The cohesiveness of the band has not 
gone unnoticed as they have garnered 
thousands of fans from all over the world 
and have received hundreds of thousands 
of views online of their performances.

In 2021, Chapel Hart was inducted 
into CMT’s next Women of Country, 
the institution that has been known to 
help up and coming female country 
artists such as Kelsea ballerini, ashley 
Mcbride, and Gabby barrett to name 
a few. This Mississippi trio’s music has 
reached fans around the globe earning 
them the title of “International Group of 
the year” in scotland, where they were 
also awarded “International song of 
the year” for the single “you Can Have 
Him Jolene.” They were also nominated 
in multiple categories by the british 
CMas including “Group of the year” and 
“album of the year” for their sophomore 
release ‘The Girls are back In Town.’

The trio has a natural ability to make 
people join together in song and dance in 
their live performances. They often note 
music’s incredible power to unite people 
of all nationalities, religions, and walks of 
life. The ladies will often treat the audi-
ence to three-part harmony a cappella 
arrangements that range from energetic 
and playful to emotional and chilling. 
Chapel Hart has entertained people from 
all over the world, and the decision is 
always unanimous: There’s no experience 
quite like the Chapel Hart experience!

Tickets are $39–$125. n

Battle for the 
Bluff Rodeo
FEBRUARy 17 AND 18 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Following a successful return earlier this 
year, the locally-produced battle for the 
bluff rodeo will bring two nights of rodeo 
action back to the Five Flags Center 
this February. spectators can again 
expect two nights of heart-pounding, 
dirt-in-your-face rodeo action for the 
whole family to enjoy. The battle for the 
bluff will take place on Feb. 17 and 18, 
inside the Five Flags arena. The rodeo 

is powered by sandburr rodeo Promo-
tions, Wildhorse Productions, and Thurn 
seeding, and is presented by 103.3 WJOD.

The battle for the bluff will showcase 
three premiere rodeo events: bull rid-
ing, bareback bronc riding, and saddle 
bronc riding. rodeo events will begin at 
7:30 p.m. on both nights of the event. 
The 18th is Kids Day, which offers young-
sters a chance to meet the cowboys 
and rodeo clowns. Kids can also learn 
how to throw a lasso and participate 
in stick horse races on the same dirt 
where the grown-up cowboys compete. 
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. on satur-
day the 18th for the Kids Day activities.

The battle for the bluff debuted at Five 
Flags in March of 2019. The event nearly 
doubled its attendance from that first 
outing to its second edition in February 
2020, drawing close to 1,700 spectators 
over two nights. It saw another signifi-
cant attendance jump upon its return in 
2022, bringing in nearly 3,000 people.

reserved tickets are $30 in advance 
and $35 at the door, general admis-
sion adults are $21 in advance and 
$26 at the door, and general admis-
sion kids 14 and under are $10. n

Cody Jinks
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS THE STEEL 
WOODS AND ERIN VIANCOURT
SATURDAy, FEBRUARy 25 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Outlaw country music star Cody Jinks 
make his eagerly anticipated return 
to Dubuque on saturday, Feb. 25, at 
7 p.m. when he returns to the Five Flags 
arena along with special guests The 
steel Woods and erin Viancourt. Jinks 
has previously performed two wildly 
successful shows at Five Flags Center, 
in november of 2018 and July of 2021. 
His most recent visit to the venue drew 
close to 3,000 fans and set a venue 
record for food and beverage revenue.

Described by Rolling Stone as having 
a “blue-collar brand of lived-in coun-
try,” Dallas area native Cody Jinks has 
emerged as one of the most popular 
stars of the modern branch of so-called 

“outlaw country.” after beginning his 
music career in a thrash metal band, 
Jinks transitioned to country music in 
the mid-2000s and has since released 
nine critically acclaimed albums.

Commercial success followed about a 
decade later, with 2016’s I’m Not the Devil. 
The self-released album rose to the Top 
Ten of both billboard’s Country and Indie 
albums charts. Jinks would again make 
the upper echelon of those rankings with 
2018’s Lifers, and 2019’s dual releases of 
After the Fire and The Wanting. Those 
two albums also occupied the top two 
spots on the album sales rankings from 
both iTunes and apple Music. Jinks enjoys 
a particularly strong online fanbase, 
as his songs have been streamed on 
spotify more than 552 million times.

The steel Woods are an ameri-
can Country rock band out of 
nashville, Tn. Dark roots and 
plenty of face-melting attitude.

erin Viancourt has always heard 
things a little different, and in musi-
cal terms “incorrect” since the day she 
picked up a guitar. although always 
trying to learn and sharpen her tools, 
she has also been looking for a team that 
wasn’t there to “correct” her but help 
deliver what she hears in her head. now 
she’s found that team. For the very first 
time, she says she can slap her names 
on songs ready for the world to hear.

Tickets are $35–$250. n
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JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER PIPE 
ORGAN RECITAL SERIES

Joby Bell
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 3 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
The second annual John and alice 
butler Pipe Organ recital series con-
tinues with Organist Joby bell on 
Friday, Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m. at univer-
sity of Dubuque Heritage Center.

Joby bell is known at home and 
abroad for “the breadth of his reper-
toire, technical virtuosity, and for the 
personal warmth which shines through 
his performances.” His acclaimed blog at 
JobyBell.org deals with a comprehensive 
range of organ-related topics including 
teaching philosophies, recital preparation, 
church music, and professional concerns.

since 2004, bell has served on the 
faculty of the Hayes school of Music at 

appalachian state university, where he 
teaches organ and church music stud-
ies. His teaching specializes in practice 
techniques, memorization, service 
playing, choral accompanying, and 
maintaining grace under pressure—les-
sons always best taught by example.

bell has made a number of record-
ings on the Centaur label, including the 
complete solo organ works of Charles-
Marie Widor, recorded on aeolian-
skinner and e.M. skinner instruments 
across the country. Most recently, he 
recorded the complete organ works of 
Jeffrey nytch on the Dobson instrument 
in Heritage Center on uD’s campus, 
forthcoming on the Centaur label.

bell attended high school at the 
university of north Carolina school of the 
arts and subsequently earned degrees 
from appalachian state university and 
rice university. His teachers include 
H. Max smith and Clyde Holloway.

The university of Dubuque dedicated 
the John and alice butler Pipe Organ in 
May 2021. The custom-crafted instrument 
with over 3,000 pipes was designed for 
teaching, solo recitals, and performances 
with other musical ensembles. uD Trustee 
John butler (DHL’17) and his spouse, alice 
(DHL’17), gifted the pipe organ. Dobson 
Pipe Organ builders from Lake City, 
Iowa, built and installed the pipe organ—
the 97th new organ built by the firm.

Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for military and veterans. n

Events at 
Heritage 
Center
 
University of Dubuque Heritage Center boasts a variety of programming 
for all ages on the University of Dubuque campus, 2255 Bennett St.  
Tickets prices increase by $5 on the day of the performance  
and can be purchased at the Heritage Center Farber Box Office;  
by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Evil Woman—
The American 
ELO presents 
The Electric 
Light Orchestra 
Experience
THURSDAy, JANUARy 26 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
evil Woman—The american eLO presents 
The electric Light Orchestra experience 
on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7:30 p.m. at 
university of Dubuque Heritage Center.

Widely recognized as america’s pre-
mier tribute to Jeff Lynne’s electric Light 
Orchestra (eLO), the 12 musicians and sing-
ers of the evil Woman—The american eLO 
presents The electric Light Orchestra expe-
rience promise brilliant arrangements, flaw-
less musicianship, and superlative vocals.

eLO expanded the concept of great 
melodies, epic song structures, and grand 
orchestrations where cellos coexisted with 
guitars and classically tinged progres-
sive rock intersected with hook-filled pop 
songs. This tribute performance embodies 
those achievements and features many of 
the progressive rock hits that led eLO to 
become one of the most popular groups 
of the 1970s suah as “evil Woman,” “Mr. 
blue sky,” “Telephone Line,” “Don’t 
bring Me Down,” “Xanadu,” and more.

Tickets are $28–$40 for adults and 
$23–$35 for military and veterans. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Warriors 
Don’t Cry
PERFORMED By THEATERWORKSUSA
MONDAy, JANUARy 23 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
Warriors Don’t Cry, performed by 
Theaterworksusa, will be held at on 
Monday, Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
university of Dubuque Heritage Center.

reluctant to cope with one more 
tragedy in school, young activist ya Girl 
is ready to call it quits on leading her 
million-plus Instagram followers in the 
fight for social justice. When Melba Pat-
tillo beals steps out of history and into 
ya Girl’s phone to share the story of her 

battle to integrate Little rock Central 
High school in 1957, ya Girl learns to see 
herself in Melba—and in all the young 
warriors who came before her to raise 
their hands and make a difference.

Inspired by Melba Pattillo beals’ 
Little rock nine memoir, Warriors 
Don’t Cry, this production is a cata-
lyst for deeper discussion about social 
responsibility, civil discourse, social 
media, and community engagement.

Warriors Don’t Cry is co-conceived 
by award-winning playwright Don-
netta Lavinia Grays and director Tamilla 
Woodard, featuring original music by 
Toshi reagon, spoken word, and video 
projection. It is a collaboration between 
The bushnell Center for the Perform-
ing arts and TheaterWorksusa.

Tickets are $27 for adults, $20 for mili-
tary and veterans, and $15 for children. n

FEatURE stORY
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MICHAEL LESTER WENDT 
CHARACTER LECTURE

Max Stossel
WE’VE BEEN SNEAKING 
INTO yOUR BRAINS
MONDAy, FEBRUARy 6 @ 7 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
Max stossel, founder and CeO of social 
awakening, youth and education advisor 
for the Center for Humane Technology 
(CHT), and award-winning poet and 
filmmaker, will deliver the spring 2023 
Michael Lester Wendt Character Lec-
ture “We’ve been sneaking into your 
brains” on Monday, Feb. 6, at 7 p.m. at 
university of Dubuque Heritage Center.

a former tech insider, stossel asks, 
“are you really the one using technol-
ogy or is technology using you?”

Over the past five years, stossel 
has spoken with more than 100,000 

students, parents, and educators around 
the world about social media’s impact 
on our lives and has created resources 
for all ages to help manage that impact. 
He has also outlined solutions for 
technologists, parents, educators, and 
policymakers to help align technology 
with humanity’s best interests. stossel 
provides a unique and much-needed 
perspective on the role of technology 
in our homes, schools, and society.

before he began his work with CHT 
and founded social awakening, stos-
sel worked as a media strategist with an 
extensive background in social media, 
running social media for multinational 
brands, and even working for a social 
media company designing notification 
structures to distract people. now, stossel 
works with people who are dedicated to 
realigning technology with humanity (as 
featured in The Social Dilemma on netflix).

The lecture is presented by uD’s 
Wendt Character Initiative as part of its 
mission to promote a campus culture of 
excellent moral character and purpose-
ful lives. Guest lecturers in the fall and 
spring speak from lives of purpose, linking 
issues of the day to character virtues such 
as integrity, justice, and compassion.

The lecture is free and open to 
the public. no tickets are required. 
For more information, contact 
the Wendt Character Initiative at 
563-589-3440 or wendt@dbq.edu. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

The Legendary 
Count Basie 
Orchestra
DIRECTED By SCOTTy BARNHART WITH 
GUEST VOCALIST CARMEN BRADFORD
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 10 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
The Legendary Count basie Orchestra 
directed by scotty barnhart with Guest 
Vocalist Carmen bradford will perform 
at university of Dubuque Heritage 
Center on Friday, Feb. 10. at 7:30 p.m.

nearly 30 years after his passing, 
pianist and bandleader William James 
“Count” basie is an american institu-
tion that personifies the grandeur and 
excellence of jazz. Count basie is the 
only bandleader in the history of jazz 
to have his orchestra still performing 
sold out concerts internationally. Dur-
ing their record-breaking tenure, the 
Count basie Orchestra has scored 18 
Grammy awards, performed for royalty, 
and has featured some of the greatest 
soloists in music history. rapidly-paced 
fanfare filled with groove and Louisiana-
inspired dirty trombone licks make this 
lively performance a momentous and 
rare treat for audiences of all ages.

Guest Vocalist Carmen bradford is 
a 2022 Grammy nominee and recipi-
ent of the Los angeles Jazz society’s 
Jazz Vocalist award. she grew up with 
music in her home and in her heart. It 
was only natural that bradford would 
follow in the footsteps of her great 
family legacy being the daughter of 
legendary cornetist/composer bobby 
bradford and world-renown jazz vocal-
ist/composer/author Melba Joyce.

at the age of 22, bradford was discov-
ered and hired by Count basie and was 
the featured vocalist in the Legendary 
Count basie Orchestra for nine years. 
even after all these years, bradford still 
performs with what she calls her basie 
Family. she has never forgotten Count 
basie, who opened the door and gave 
her wings. bradford has performed on 
multiple albums with the Legendary 
Count basie Orchestra, including two 
Grammy award-winning albums in the 
1980s as well as the Grammy-nominated 
release of Live At Birdland in 2022.

bradford’s soulful voice warmed 
the hearts of the world through the 
celebrated performance of the classic 
duet, “How Do you Keep the Music Play-
ing,” on The Tonight Show with Johnny 
Carson in 1991. Over the years, she has 
performed with countless artists around 
the world including Wynton Marsalis, 
shelly berg, Jeremy Monteiro, John 
Clayton, nancy Wilson, Lena Horne, 
Doc severinsen, Tony bennett, James 
brown, Willie nelson, Tierney sutton, 
Liz Wright, Patti austin, and more.

a free pre-show reception for Interna-
tional Photography Exhibit: Photos by Uni-
versity of Dubuque Students will be held 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the bisignano art 
Gallery. The exhibit will be open Feb. 1–24.

Tickets are $30–$45 for adults and 
$25–$40 for military and veterans. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Romeo and Juliet
PERFORMED By THE ACTING COMPANy
TUESDAy, FEBRUARy 7 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL
The acting Company brings William 
shakespeare’s iconic and timeless 
Romeo and Juliet to the university 
of Dubuque Heritage Center stage 
on Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 7:30 p.m.

Romeo and Juliet is one of the greatest 
love stories in literature. The gripping 
drama spun out of the ancient grudge 
between two families makes Romeo 

and Juliet as relevant to modern society 
as it was to audiences four centuries 
ago. The star-crossed lovers follow their 
passion to the ultimate tragic end.

In Romeo and Juliet, shakespeare offers 
some of the most glorious poetry ever 
written. spoken by complex and memora-
ble characters, the poetry establishes the 
standard for all love stories written since.

With gorgeous costumes and 
music, enchanting parties, moonlit 
nights, dank graveyards, and blood-
strewn streets, The acting Com-
pany’s fresh production breathes 
new life into this outstanding tale.

Founded in 1972 by John House-
man and Margot Harley with members 
of the first graduating class of Julliard’s 
Drama Division, The acting Company has 
performed for over 4 million people in 
48 states and 10 foreign countries. The 
acting Company has given more than 
400 actors in two generations to master 
their craft by playing challenging reper-
tory roles early in their careers. alumni 
include Kevin Kline, rainn Wilson, Patti 
LuPone, David schramm, and more.

Tickets are $28–$40 for adults and 
$23–35 for military and veterans. n

Wizard of Oz 
Auditions
FRIDAy, FEBRUARy 17 @ 4 PM
UNIVERSITy OF DUBUQUE 
HERITAGE CENTER
young dancers ages 9 and up are 
invited to audition for community roles 
in the Dubuque touring production of 
american Midwest ballet’s The Wiz-
ard of Oz, presented in collaboration 
with Dubuque’s academy of ballet.

auditions will be held Friday, 
Feb. 17, in the university of Dubuque 
Heritage Center. They will cover roles 
including munchkins, cornstalks, 
apple trees, guards, attendants, and 
other dwellers of the Land of Oz.

The Wizard of Oz will take the stage on 
april 21 and 22 in John and alice butler 
Hall, Heritage Center. Choreographed by 
american Midwest ballet ballet mas-
ter erin alarcón, The Wizard of Oz is 
an original full-length story ballet that 
interprets the Oz story and characters 
through a seamless blend of classical 
ballet together with other dance styles 
including tap, jazz, and musical theater.

aMb, a 21-member professional 
dance company now in its 13th season, 
is based in the Omaha, ne, metro area 
with studios at the Hoff Family arts & 
Culture Center in Council bluffs, Ia.

Pre-registration for audi-
tions is required. To register and 
view the audition schedule, visit 
amballet.org/oz-dubuque. n

FEATURE STORy
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THu 1/19
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
6:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Sarah Day 
8 PM @ Red N Deb’s 
(Platteville, WI)

FrI 1/20
Fabulous Fridays:  
The Americana Band 
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s UMC

Jef Spradley 
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Madhouse 
5 PM @ The Otherside 
(East DBQ, IL)

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Stone Wolf Trio 
7 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

University of Dubuque High 
School Honor Band 
7 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Tiger Kings 
7 PM @ Hilltop at Menominee 
(Menominee, IL)

The Pure Drop 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jarrell Scott Barnes 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

TJ the DJ 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Jef Spradley 
9 PM @ Wicked Dame

saT 1/21
Three Quarter Buzz 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Gypsy 
2 PM @ River Ridge 
Brewing (Bellevue, IA)

Nutsy Turtle 
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Tony Walker 
5 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Mixed Emotions 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Beauty and the Beat 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Brion Bowman 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Jef Spradley 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Ten Gallon Hat 
6 PM @ Cajun Jacks 
(Elizabeth, IL)

Tarrah 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Joie Wails Duo 
7 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Two for the Show 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Sue Bser’s Karaoke 
7 PM @ The Otherside 
(East DBQ, IL)

The Music of John Denver 
featuring Layne Yost 
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

The Pure Drop 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jarrell Scott Barnes 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Walking Molly 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Work Wife, James Riley 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Johnny Trash 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Latin Night: DJ Papi 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Brushfire Bandits 
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Massey Road 
8 PM @ Bent Rim (Cascade, IA)

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

nIghtlIFE
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Rock Steady 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Monsoon, Marzipan Mailbox 
10 PM @ The Lift

sun 1/22
Broken Rubber Band 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Jimmy Welty Band 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Elizabeth Mary 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

BJ McAndrew 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Ron Tegeler 
5 PM @ Flatted Fifth  
Blues & BBQ (Bellevue, IA)

Tue 1/24
Open Mic 
7 PM @ Red N Deb’s 
(Platteville, WI)

WeD 1/25
Midwest Megan Duo 
7 PM @ First Reserve

THu 1/26
Nate Jenkins 
5 PM @ The Vault

Evil Woman: The American ELO 
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

FrI 1/27
Fabulous Fridays:  
Rebecca Christian 
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s UMC

Nate Jenkins 
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Big Night Out 
5 PM @ The Otherside 
(East DBQ, IL)

Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Secrets 
7 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Acoustic D.O.G.S. 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Rock Steady 
7 PM @ Hilltop at Menominee 
(Menominee, IL)

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

David Huckfelt, Ben Dunegan 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Jimmy Welty Band 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Ghost Light Improv 
8:30 PM @ Smokestack

River Valley Rangers 
10 PM @ The Lift

saT 1/28
Downtown Music Crawl:  
Casey Klein 
1 PM @ Gino’s East of Dubuque

Secrets 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar

Terry McCulley 
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Downtown Music Crawl:  
Sophie Coyote 
5 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Downtown Music Crawl:  
Three Quarter Buzz 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Gypsy 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Noah James Hittner 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Mixed Emotions 
6 PM @ American Legion Post 6

Downtown Music Crawl:  
John Gay 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Downtown Music Crawl:  
John Moran 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Downtown Music Crawl: 
Searchlight Soul 
7 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Brushfire Bandits 
7 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Pat Niemer & Laura Calhoun 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jabberbox 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Electric Shock 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Downtown Music Crawl:  
Sun Green 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Tony Walker 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Downtown Music Crawl:  
Back Booth Alley 
9 PM @ The Dungeon

Dave Zollo 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Downtown Music Crawl: We 
Are Not What You Think: 
Wxlley, Vitamjn, Tumera, Pure 
Service, Timothy Flyte, DJ 
Skykrow 
10 PM @ The Lift

sun 1/29
Casey Klein 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Dubuque Symphony Youth 
Ensembles Winter Concert 
3 PM @ Steeple Square

Stone Wolf Trio 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Hangin’ Around 
3 PM @ Textile Brewing 
Company (Dyersville, IA)

WeD 2/1
Chad Olson 
7 PM @ First Reserve

THu 2/2
Dylan Scott 
7 PM @ Five Flags Arena

The Wildwoods, Nate Jenkins 
7 PM @ The Lift

FrI 2/3
Fabulous Fridays:  
Sharon Jensen 
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s UMC

Ozzy & Bon Joe B 
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Jimmy Welty Band 
5 PM @ The Otherside 
(East DBQ, IL)

Jordan Danielsen 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

NIGHTLIFE

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL 
nIGHTLIFe LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC
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NIGHTLIFE

Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife

SUNDAY
Disco Brunch 
9 AM @ Convivium Urban 
Farmstead 
2nd Sun, No event on 4/9, 5/14,  
Oct event on 10/15

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
1 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Bingo 
4 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s  
Iron Bar

MONDAY
Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Company 
6:30 PM @ Textile Brewing 
Company (Dyersville, IA) 
1st & 3rd Mon

Taproom Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Company 
6:30 PM @ The Corner 
Taproom (Cascade, IA) 
2nd Mon

TUESDAY
Dance Dance Party Party 
5:30 PM @ Smokestack 
2nd Tue

Tuesday Night Record Club  
w/ DJ Jon Purvis 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
7 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Company 
7:30 PM @ Backpocket  
Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
6 PM @ Hy-Vee Locust

Open Mic Jam w/ Jay 
6 PM @ Jubeck New World 
Brewing 
Through 2/22

HitMix Music Bingo  
7 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Trivia For Dorks 
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co.

WORDS:  
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic 
7 PM @ Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic  
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s  
Iron Bar

Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Company 
7 PM @ Lina’s Lounge

Rockstar Bingo 
7 PM @ 7 Hills North 
(Platteville, WI)

Music Bingo w/ Think & Drink  
8 PM @ Barrel House

Trivia  
w/ Fun N Games Company 
8 PM @ Steve’s Pizza  
(Platteville, WI) 
Through 5/17

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8:30 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

THURSDAY
Trivia w/Triviawithbrett 
6:30 PM @ Hy-Vee Dodge

Adagio w/ Nate 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s  
Iron Bar

Family Game Night 
7 PM @ 7 Hills West 
(Dyersville, IA)

Tomato Throw Show 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
8 PM @ The Dungeon 
Every Other Thu: 
1/26, 2/9, 2/23

Open Mic w/ Chad Olson 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Karaoke 
9 PM @ Southend Tap

Rotating DJ 
9:30 PM @ 1st & Main

FRIDAY
Fabulous Fridays 
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s UMC 
Through 3/24

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Dubuque  
Driving Range 
2nd Fri

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
8 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

Karaoke 
9 PM @ Southend Tap

Dj Maica 
10 PM @ 1st & Main

SATURDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ R Place (East DBQ, IL)

Karaoke w/ Dante Steele 
Entertainment 
9 PM @ Baraboo’s on Main

Dj Maica 
10 PM @ 1st & Main

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKInG FOr a Free anD easy Way TO PrOMOTe yOur LIVe 

MusIC? senD yOur enTerTaInMenT CaLenDar Our Way!

eMaIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM



Upcoming Entertainment

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Jabberbox
JANUARy 28 @ 8 PM
The Tri-State area’s hottest alternative rock 
band. Known for their high-energy performance, 
they won the Best Band award in BestFest 
2013. Jabberbox plays all your favorites 
from Theory of a Deadman, Nickelback, 
Buckcherry, Blink 182, and many more.

John Mueller’s Winter Dance Party
FEBRUARy 4 @ 3 & 7 PM
“Winter Dance Party” is the official live and authentic re-creation of Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens and the Big Bopper’s final tour, and the only show endorsed by the Holly, Valens 
and Richardson estates. Each live performance includes over two hours of unbridled, high-
voltage entertainment featuring the hit songs of the 1950s, including “That’ll Be The Day,” 
“Peggy Sue,” “Oh, Boy,” “Rave On,” “La Bamba,” “Chantilly Lace,” and many more.

Additional Entertainment

VICEBOX
FEBRUARy 11 @ 8 PM

SLAMABAMA BAND
FEBRUARy 24 @ 8 PM

SLAMABAMA PRESENTS 
SHANIA/SWIFT
FEBRUARy 25 @ 8 PM

JUNK FM
MARCH 3 @ 8 PM

ROBIN: THE ULTIMATE ROBIN 
WILLIAMS TRIBUTE EXPERIENCE

MARCH 4 @ 8 PM

RHINO
MARCH 10 @ 8 PM

HEAD EAST
MARCH 11 @ 8 PM

POP ROCKS
MARCH 18 @ 8 PM

CREED BRATTON
MARCH 24 @ 8 PM

JAMES “MURR” MURRAY
MARCH 31 @ 8 PM

Walking Molly
JANUARy 21 @ 8 PM
Walking Molly is bringing the music to the 
Mississippi Moon Bar for a night of your favorite 
hit songs from the best decades of rock and roll.
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NIGHTLIFE

The Music of 
John Denver
FEATURING LAyNE yOST
SATURDAy JANUARy 21 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
The music of John Denver is timeless 
and well known. Layne yost’s “Tribute to 
the Music of John Denver” pays hom-
age to the music and the man. Join 
as yost, McDowall, and shimoda cap-
ture the simple soul of Denver’s music 
through guitar, fiddle, and upright bass 

arrangements at the Ohnward Fine arts 
Center on saturday, Jan. 21 at 7 p.m.

yost is from bloomer, WI, and started 
playing guitar at age 14. He played folk 
and acoustic venues in the Chicago area, 
earning his way through college. yost 
saw two John Denver shows during his 
college years in the early ‘70s, both times 
at the McCormick Place in Chicago, each 
a very different concert presentation, 
each excellent. yost said of his concerts, 
“That’s the type of show I want and need 
to play: intimate, close, connected.”

Hear songs like “Leaving on a Jet Plane,” 
“Take Me Home Country roads,” “sunshine 
on my shoulders,” and “annie’s song.” 
Woven within the music are stories that 
give insight into Denver’s life and legacy.

Tickets are $22 in advance or 
$25 at the door for adults and $13 in 
advance or $15 at the door for stu-
dents. Tickets can be purchased at 
the Ohnward Fine arts Center box 
office, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

Downtown Live 
Music Crawl
SATURDAy, JANUARy 28
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN 
DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE
Dubuque Main street’s Live Music Crawl 
through Downtown Dubuque’s Cultural 
Corridor features nine live bands and 
musicians on saturday, Jan. 28. This year’s 
venues include Dimensional brewing 
Company, Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar, The 
Dungeon, Gino’s east of Dubuque, Knick-
er’s saloon, The Lift, riverboat Lounge, 
smokestack, and stone Cliff Winery.

Venues will offer food or drink 
specials along with the area’s best live 
performances. anyone 21 or older is 
welcome to participate, although cover 
charges may apply at some venues.

“This year’s music crawl is self-
paced, allowing everyone to enjoy as 
much live music as they wish,” says 
Danielle Jacobs, executive director of 
Dubuque Main street. “To keep the costs 
lower for everyone, guests will need 

to travel between locations on their 
own, including a safe journey home.”

“Our goal is to offer music enthusi-
asts a variety of genres in downtown’s 
cultural and entertainment district,” 
Jacobs adds. “We have some of the area’s 
best sound systems, amazing talent, and 
the most unique bars in the region.”

Participating venues include:
• Dimensional brewing Company: 

sophie Coyote at 5–8 p.m. and 
discounts on select tap beer

• Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar: 
John Moran at 7 p.m.

• The Dungeon: back booth alley at 
9 p.m. and specials on bomb shots

• Gino’s east of Dubuque: Casey 
Klein at 1 p.m. and half off 12-inch 
one topping thin crust pizza 
and $1 off all draft beers.

• Knicker’s saloon: Three Quarter 
buzz at 5–8 p.m. an pizza specials 
and discounts on canned beer

• The Lift: We are not What you 
Think: Wxlley, Vitamjn, Tumera, 
Pure service, Timothy Flyte, 
and DJ skykrowat 10 p.m.

• riverboat Lounge: searchlight soul at 
7–10 p.m. and specials on Korean beef 
tacos, flash fried calamari, smoked Old 
Fashioneds, and busch Light drafts

• smokestack: sun Green a trib-
ute to neil young at 7–11 p.m.

• stone Cliff Winery: John Gay at 6 p.m.

For more information on bands, 
times, and special offers, visit 
dubuquemainstreet.com/ 
dubuquemusiccrawl. n
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saT 1/21

Work Wife
8 PM @ FOX DEN MOTEL (920 MAIN ST)

TICKETS: $10

Work Wife is the solo project of 
Meredith Lampe (also of Colatura), 
a musician living in brooklyn, ny. 
Her music has a dark humor, blend-
ing melancholy stories of her own 
struggles with anxiety and failed 
relationships with catchy melodies and 
instrumentation. James riley opens.

Monsoon and Marzipan Mailbox
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

COVER: FREE

Monsoon is a two-piece indie rock 
band from athens, Ga who weave 
together unorthodox styles to create 
music that dips between the conscious 
and subconscious. Their album Ghost 
Party is now available on all streaming 
services. Opening up is local rockers 
Marzipan Mailbox, a confectionery 
jam-band that takes listeners on a 
sonic journey of original music that 
spans genres and space. They definitely 
know how to “mail-in” a performance!

FrI 1/27

Jimmy Welty Band
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREyHOUND PARK RD)

The Jimmy Welty band is a premier 
country group out of the eastern Iowa 
area. you can hear them playing high-
energy original and cover tunes from the 
greatest of the classic and retro country 
legends. They deliver distinct vocals, 
lead guitar, and fiddle, which all meld 
perfectly with the rock-solid drive of the 
drums and slap of the upright bass. 

saT 1/28

Secrets
2 PM @ BURKEy’S (10638 KEy WEST DR)

Originally formed in the mid ‘80s 
before scattering across the country, 
they’ve come back together with a 
diverse set featuring ‘60s–‘80s rock 
& roll, some country, and r&b. 

Downtown Music Crawl:  
Back Booth Alley
9 PM @ THE DUNGEON (302 LOCUST ST)

back booth alley is a country and 
2000s rock duo from Dubuque. Their 
mix of original music and crowd-pleas-
ers will make you want to dance and 
sing! From “shoulda been a Cowboy” 
to “Mr. brightside,” you never know 
what you’re gonna get, and you’re 
gonna get a lot of what you like.

saT 2/4

iPop
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREyHOUND PARK RD)

COVER: FREE

a variety band extraordinaire featuring 
seamlessly combined talent with music, 
versatility, energy, innovation and cha-
risma. Delivering a DJ style approach 
to live music—offering something for 
everyone, from Top 40 to Motown, 
classic rock to pop, hip hop, ‘70s, ‘80s 
and ‘90s in an electrifying show.

LIVE MUSIC &  
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES
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The Big House
By Bryce Parks

While assembling live music submissions for 365ink, 
Kristina stumbled across a listing for norie’s at The big 
House in Petersburg, Ia. she was familiar with The big 
House and wondered what the deal was, so she went 
down the digital rabbit hole to find out. Then she found 
the menu: burgers, sandwiches, appetizers, breasted 
chicken… yep. but wait a second… asian food too? To 
be more specific, Filipino dishes? In Petersburg? at 
The big House? Oh, we gotta go investigate, you know, 
for the people like you who need to know this stuff.

Forty minutes west of Dubuque, just a few minutes 
northwest of Dyersville, is Petersburg, Ia. There’s not 
much there save for a church. I mean a CHurCH! st. Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church. Wow. no offense Dubuque 
and Dyersville, but the 145-foot-tall church, designed by 
Dubuque architect Martin Heer and completed in 1906, 
is the most beautifully impressive church I’ve seen in the 
area. It’s worth the road trip just for that. We didn’t even 
get the food across the street yet, and The big House is 
literally right next to the church. How convenient! If you 
don’t take a February trip out there, make sure to put it 
on your spring or summer road trip dinner getaway list.

as uniquely impressive as the church is, The big 
House is conversely about as nondescript on the out-
side as you can get. It’s literally a big, grey-sided, 
well… house. The magic here is all on the inside.

We had to find out what the story was that brought 
scratch-made Filipino dishes to the menu of a townie 
bar on the east side of Delaware County. That story is 
all thanks to a very nice woman named norie Thuerauf 
who was wooed to come to take over The big House 
by the owner of the business and building but wanted 
someone else to take over the business inside of it.

a native Filipino, norie came to Petersburg from 
Guttenberg, Ia where she gained a loyal following for 
her dishes at norie’s restobar (five stars on Trip advi-
sor) before the pandemic descended. More than any-
thing, it left her with difficulty finding staff though 
the community was willing to do a lot to get her to 
stay. That support shows in the fact that Guttenberg-
ers (bergians? bergites? bergermeisers?) still make 
the road trip to enjoy her cooking at The big House. 
she’s still a partner in the Lakeside ballroom in Gutten-
berg, but it’s currently closed, at least for the winter.

norie wanted to introduce her unique new array of 
dishes to The big House crowd without burning any 
bridges with those long-time fans, so this means you will 
find a full menu of great pub fare and then a whole menu 
page of Filipino offerings. but that’s not all she brought. 
another new page in the menu offers up a baker’s dozen 
supper club-style entrees that you’d find at the Lake-
side ballroom. There is literally something for everyone 
here, in the middle of nowhere. you can get creative and 
experiment with new things you’ve never had before 
while your boring friend or spouse (you know who you 
are) can safely fall back on a burger or broasted chicken.

but let’s start with the original big House menu. a 
big appetizer list has all of your usual deep-fried favor-
ites (curds, shrooms, poppers, and chicken strips) plus 
a couple of special offerings like Harry’s reuben balls, 
chicken gizzards, homemade lumpia (Filipino egg rolls), 

Crab ranGOOns anD WInGs

FrIDay sPeCIaL: ayCe FrIeD WaLLeye

sHrIMP PanCIT anD CHICKen bIHOn

sWeeT anD sPICy CHICKen Curry

sTeaK KabObs

COlUMnIsts
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was an all-you-can-eat 
(ayCe) fish on Fridays all 
year round. Friday is ayCe 
fried or baked walleye and 
sometimes catfish as well. 
We’ve even seen jumbo 
shrimp on the ayCe Friday 
menu. Thursday offers a 
bone-in or boneless wing 
special. It’s not quite all 
you can eat, but up to 24 
is pretty good. and there 
are creative daily lunch and 
dinner specials every day 
to add to your difficulty 
in choosing. Do like we 

do and get a lot and share everything!
norie also talked about going the 

“extra mile.” If it’s not on the menu or 
something you want deviates from the 
menu, just ask. If she can make it, she 
will. For example, if I bring gluten-free 
tamari soy sauce, she will make the bihon 
noodles for my wife with that in order 
to keep the dish gluten-free. she wants 
people to be happy, and food is the 
language she uses to make that happen.

The big House is, of course, a bar too, 
so you can get a full slate of beverages and 
mixed drinks, and some nights you’ll find 
great local live music. Food goes ‘till 9 p.m. 
but appetizers can be available later. Great 
food, alcohol, and live music… how can 
you go wrong? If you wind up sinning a 
little, well… there is a massive church right 
across the street. It’s worth the road trip. 
Probably many road trips this summer! n

and crab rangoons thanks 
to norie. The wings we had 
were a very tasty breaded-
style wing. We tried the 
nashville Hot and Honey 
sriracha sauces with ours.

a slate of burgers is 
highlighted by the barn 
burner (bacon, cream 
cheese, and jalapeños), the 
Petersburger (egg, bacon, 
hash browns, american 
and pepper jack cheese 
on Texas Toast), and the 
big House burger which 
looks like a tricked-out 
bacon cheeseburger with jalapeño pop-
pers and a signature big House sauce. 
They also have a pizza burger, pork 
burger, reuben burger, and a patty melt.

sandwiches include pork tenderloin, 
reuben, bLT, fish fillet, ham and cheese 
(we assume for neil stockel), garlic par-
mesan chicken, and a big House Club.

One of the new pages in The big 
House menu we hinted at earlier is the 
Dinner Menu, a list of traditional supper 
club-style favorites that take things up a 
notch. everything on this special menu is 
listed as market price and includes king 
crab legs; jumbo tiger shrimp; lobster tail; 
fresh salmon; ribeye, sirloin, and T-bone 
steaks; steak kabobs (we had them, 
and they were nicely seasoned); pork 
roast; bbQ ribs; surf and turf; ham steak; 
and a seafood platter which is breaded 
shrimp and walleye with crab rangoons.

Lots of sides include potato salad, 
macaroni salad, cottage cheese, coleslaw, 
house salad, french fries, hash browns, 
baked potato, and mashed potatoes and 
gravy. There’s always a different fresh 
batch of soup available every day.

The asian Cuisine menu certainly has 
dishes you will recognize and love includ-
ing sesame chicken; General Tso’s chicken; 
beef and broccoli; sweet and sour chicken, 
pork, or shrimp; fried rice; and more). but 
then you’ll find great curries, pork adobo, 
and a couple of things you may not know: 
pancit and bihon. Pancit is an egg noodle-
based stir fry of sorts with vegetables and 
your choice of pork, chicken, or shrimp. 
bihon offers the same thing but is based 
around thin rice noodles instead. The 
flavors were mild, but each was differ-
ent from the other. I particularly liked the 
bihon. both come with lumpia. norie also 
added homemade crab rangoons to the 
appetizer Menu at The big House. Oh, 
and bubble tea has come to Petersburg. 
norie’s version is blended for smooth-
ness before the popping boba is added.

If that’s not enough, The big House 
also serves breakfast on weekends along 
with a sunday breakfast buffet. Wher-
ever norie is, one thing she’s always had 

COLUMNISTS

The Big House
3001 160TH ST, PETERSBURG, IA
563-875-2612
Facebook: @norie61
Kitchen Hours: Mon–Fri: 11 aM–9 PM; 
sat–sun: 8 aM–9 PM

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO yOu HaVe a FaVOrITe resTauranT yOu 

WOuLD LIKe TO see us VIsIT? PLease senD us 

yOur reQuesTs, suGGesTIOns anD COMMenTs!

eMaIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM

nOrIe WITH CHOCOLaTe 

anD TarO bubbLe Tea
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100% 
Positive 
Attitude
By Matt Booth

a positive attitude is a way of thinking that 
focuses on the good aspects of a situation or 
person, rather than dwelling on the negative. 
It is a mindset that looks for the best in peo-
ple, circumstances, and situations, and seeks 
out the silver lining in even the most difficult 
of times. nobody can be positive 100% of the 
time. It is just not possible. bad stuff happens 
to good people. It is important to try and be 
positive as much as you can because a posi-
tive attitude can have several benefits, both 
for the individual and those around them.

One of the key benefits of a positive 
attitude is that it can help to improve mental 
health. When we focus on the negative 
aspects of a situation, it can lead to feelings 
of anxiety, depression, and stress. In contrast, 
a positive attitude can help to reduce these 
negative emotions and promote feelings of 
happiness, contentment, and well-being.

a positive attitude can also have many 
physical benefits. It has been shown 
to boost the immune system, lower 
blood pressure, and reduce the risk of 
heart disease. It can also improve sleep, 
increase energy levels, and reduce the 
risk of developing certain illnesses.

a positive attitude can also have social 
benefits. It can help to improve relation-
ships with others, as it promotes a sense of 
positivity and optimism that is contagious. 

People are naturally drawn to those who 
have a positive attitude, and this can help 
to create strong, lasting relationships.

so, how can we develop and maintain 
a positive attitude? Here are a few tips:

Practice gratitude: Take a few minutes 
each day to think about the things in your 
life that you are grateful for. This can help 
to shift your focus to the positive aspects of 
your life and improve your overall outlook.

surround yourself with positive 
people: The people we spend time with 
can have a big impact on our attitude 
and outlook. surrounding ourselves with 
positive, optimistic people can help to 
rub off on us and improve our outlook.

Focus on the present moment: It can 
be easy to get caught up in worries about 
the future or regrets about the past, 
but focusing on the present moment 
can help to keep things in perspec-
tive and maintain a positive attitude.

Find the silver lining: even in difficult 
situations, it is possible to find something 
positive. Look for the opportunity or 
lesson in every challenge, and try to see 
the situation in a more positive light.

While nobody can be positive 100% of 
the time, a positive attitude is an important 
aspect of mental and physical health. It can 
help to improve relationships, increase pro-
ductivity, and reduce stress and anxiety. by 
practicing gratitude, surrounding ourselves 
with positive people, focusing on the pres-
ent moment, and finding the silver lining, we 
can develop and maintain a positive attitude 
that brings many benefits to our lives. n

MATT BOOTH
COnTaCT MaTT TODay. CaLL 563-590-9693 Or eMaIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“MATT BOOTH IS AN ENERGETIC, ENGAGING, AND THOUGHTFUL SPEAKER. 

HE HAS A WAY OF TELLING STORIES THAT ARE RELEVANT AND DRIVE HOME 

THE KEY POINTS. THE CONFERENCE ATTENDEES SAID THE TOPIC WAS INSPIRATIONAL AND 

INFORMATIVE, AND YOU LEAVE THE PRESENTATION WITH TIPS AND TOOLS YOU CAN IMMEDIATELY 

IMPLEMENT.” —TAMARA BUTLER - DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MCA OF WESTERN WASHINGTON

“Crisis and catastrophe have a way of 
cutting through the fog and fluff of life, 
revealing what truly matters.” —Matt Booth
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Circe
book by 
Madeline Miller
Article By John McAndrew

The first thing you should know is that 
Madeline Miller’s most recent novel, Circe, 
is well-paced, engaging, and will keep you 
wondering all the way to the end. Miller is the 
author of the NY Times best seller Song of 
Achilles, her first novel. Circe hit no. 1 on the 
NY Times list and has won a number of other 
awards, e.g., the Indies Choice best adult Fic-
tion of the year award. Circe is being adapted 
by HbO Max for an eight-part series (no 
release date yet). Miller has made a splash 
with her first two novels—which is remark-
able, given that she was an unknown and 
both are retellings of ancient Greek myths 
found in Homer’s The Iliad and The Odyssey.

but not so remarkable once you’ve read 
a few pages and set aside other projects 
and canceled a couple of appointments that 
would interfere with your reading. and not 

entirely unprecedented. We like reassess-
ments of old stories and characters. The 
retelling of elphaba, the “Wicked Witch of the 
West,” in Gregory Maguire’s Wicked novels, 
is perhaps the best known recent example.

but it’s a common phenomenon: Matthew 
might well have wondered why we needed 
Mark, Luke, and John—not to mention all 
the other gospels—since we had his ver-
sion. Carl sandburg might have thought his 
multi-volume biography of Lincoln would be 
enough. (sandburg knew better, of course)

We love retelling and revisiting sto-
ries—especially familiar, favorite stories—
hub stories, around which our culture and 
history revolves. Joseph Campbell showed 
this when he wrote The Hero With 1000 
Faces. nearly identical myths appear in 
wildly disparate cultures in different eras.

but who knew that we were ready, nay 
hungry, to revisit The Iliad and The Odys-
sey? Perhaps Miller noted the success of 
Margaret atwood’s The Penelopiad, the 
story of Odysseus’ faithful, patient wife.

Circe is, by any measure, a lesser char-
acter in The Odyssey (as was Penelope). 
even less well known than the Cyclops. It’s 
a bit like noticing Mary Magdalene, who 
wasn’t even an apostle, and deciding to tell 
her own story. (she has also undergone a 

reassessment recently. scholars noticed 
that there is no evidence in the Christian 
bible that she was the prostitute that 
tradition has made her out to be. We learn 
a lot about ourselves, when our stories 
provide a reflection of us and our times.)

yeah, yeah, yeah. but what 
about THe sTOry??

Oh, it’s GreaT!
Circe is a goddess, a nymph (a minor god-

dess. not to be confused with a nymphoma-
niac, if it’s THaT kind of story you’re looking 
for.). she is the stupid ugly duckling of her 
family. at least that’s what her mother and 
siblings tell her she is. she is a doting daughter 
(Dad is the sun god, Helios—perhaps the first 
parent who left home each day to commute to 
work). she has a secret rebellious streak that 
manifests early when she meets Prometheus. 
He is a Titan/god who is tortured by a Fury 
(another kind of goddess) at such length that 
other deities—who have a LOT of time on their 
hands—get bored and wander off to their 
parties. (He’s sTILL being tortured for giving 
mortals fire. seems like overkill, doesn’t it?)

as Circe reaches adulthood, she runs afoul 
of the authorities (how often does THaT 
happen?) and is sent into eternal exile—which 
is where she meets Odysseus, who stumbles 
onto her island along with his crew, whom 

she turns into pigs. 
(Turns out Circe is 
talented with herbs 
and spells. and has 
a temper.) This is 
where Homer makes 
her famous. but 
she has a life before 
and after Odys-
seus—just as we do 
before and after 
each of the people 
who enter and eventually leave our lives.

If you want gratifying revenge on the 
mean girls, à la Carrie, you’ll find it in Circe.

If you want a strong female protagonist 
who isn’t the main character because she’s 
the richest or most beautiful, Circe is it.

Whether you want surprising, delightful 
moments or thought-provoking situations, 
Miller provides them. Great read for the beach, 
the plane, the book group, or when reclin-
ing as someone feeds you peeled grapes.

When Miller isn’t writing best sellers, 
she teaches Latin, Greek, and shake-
speare to high school students. she went 
to yale to learn how to tell classic stories 
in a modern style. all evidence suggests 
she was an outstanding student. Hers will 
be a career worth following. enjoy! n

Way Cool 
Ways to Use 
Whey this 
New Year
By Hy-Vee Nutritionists Megan Dalsing (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

Is that barely used container of whey protein powder haunting 
you from the kitchen cupboard? Maybe you went on a health 
kick, using it in smoothies for a nutrition boost. Or maybe you 
tried that new recipe for protein pancakes and haven’t touched 
the powder since. The good news? Hy-Vee dietitians have 
plenty of exciting ways to incorporate whey protein powder 
into your daily routine so that container doesn’t go to waste.

While there are several different types of protein powders 
on the market, using one with whey protein has several health 
benefits. Whey protein supports muscle growth by providing 
high-quality protein with essential amino acids, which serve as 
building blocks for increased muscle growth. Leucine, an amino 
acid found in high amounts in whey protein, helps start muscle 
building at a molecular level. even if muscle growth isn’t on 
your list of concerns this year, whey protein is also absorbed 

and utilized quickly compared to other types of protein, mak-
ing it a great choice when adequate protein is essential.

If you’re looking for a new whey protein powder to try, Per-
formance Inspired packs a powerful nutritional punch with 25 
grams of high-quality whey protein and natural branched-chain 
amino acids (bCaas). additionally, Performance Inspired utilizes 
a unique bloat-free formula with powerful digestive enzymes 
to support healthy digestion and rapid absorption of protein.

Protein powder doesn’t have to be just for smoothies. Check 
out these ideas for ways to use the whey in your cupboard:
1. Mix into your favorite pancake batter for an extra 

boost of protein and flavor. Try subbing any fla-
vor protein powder into our Protein Pancakes.

2. register for this month’s Freezer Meal Prep Work-
shop and learn how to make Monster energy 
bites—the perfect morning or afternoon snack.

3. add your favorite flavor protein powder to an easy Fruit 
Dip for a yummy dessert the whole family will love.

4. Tired of the same old smoothie? Take it up a notch, and 
in place of vanilla, use blueberry-flavored Performance 
Inspired whey in a blueberry Madness Protein shake.

5. enhance your morning cup of Joe by adding a boost 
of protein. Check out how to make a delicious cold 
brew coffee and blend with your preferred flavor of 
Performance Inspired for a nutritious caffeine kick.

6. Oatmeal is already a great option for breakfast, but you can 
take it up a notch by adding in more flavor and protein with 
our Protein Mocha Overnight Oats or raspberry Protein Oats.

Looking for more product recommendations? Connect with 
a Hy-Vee dietitian by logging onto hy-vee.com/ 
health/hy-vee-dietitians, using the Healthie app, or sending a 
message on our Facebook or Instagram accounts @hyveedieti-
tians. We look forward to connecting with you this new year. n

scan this Qr code to find 
your Hy-Vee dietitian

This information is not intended as medical advice.  
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.
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Spot the Difference
Can you spot the 10 differences in this photo 
from the Dubuque symphony Orchestra’s ulti-
mate rock Hits concert at the Mississippi Moon 
bar taken by photographer steven schleuning?

Spot the Difference Answers

FrI 1/27

Sky Viewing
7 PM @ SWISS VALLEy 

NATURE PRESERVE 

(PEOSTA, IA)

Take this chance to get a 
closer look at the night sky 
through telescopes and learn 
about the stars, constella-
tions, planets, moon, and 
more! No equipment is 
needed to get a glimpse of 
our beautiful starry night 
sky, but a telescope or 
binoculars can enhance some 
experiences and bring some 
otherwise invisible objects 
into view. Dubuque County 
Conservation will provide sky 
charts, telescopes, and the 
knowledge behind the sky. 
Come prepared to gather 
indoors for an introduction, 
then bundled up to view the 
stars outside. Adults and 
families are encouraged to 
attend. If the sky is overcast, 
the program will be canceled. 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

saT 1/28

Beam Projector 
Grand Opening
10 AM–2 PM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARy

BEAM is an interactive 
game system that you can 
play with your whole body 
since it is projected onto the 
floor. Come learn and play 
with the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library. Limited 
number of players at a 
time. New game every half 
hour. Ages 3–12. Free. 360 
W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

WeD 2/8

She Unites Rise: 
Sleep Architecture
7–9 PM @ UNIVERSITy OF 

DUBUQUE MTAC BUILDING

Rachel Herman, MS, RN, 
APNP is a board-certified 

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. 
She is a graduate of The Uni-
versity of Iowa and Northern 
Illinois University. Her health-
care background has included 
Intensive Care, Infectious 
Disease, and Primary Care 
with a special interest in 
Adolescent & Young Adult 
medicine. College Health is 
her favorite area, and she 
sees students for primary 
care needs through age 22 as 
the Administrative Director 
of Student Health at UW 
Platteville. She Unites is on 
a mission to equip teenage 
girls with education and skills 
for real life. Free. 2000 Uni-
versity Ave. 608-218-4756. 
sheunitesiowa.com.

saT 2/11

Ice Fishing Clinic
10 AM @ MUD LAKE

Bundle up and learn the 
basics of ice fishing with 
all gear and knowledge 
provided for you. Bring the 
kids to do some kick sled-
ding and auger racing too, 

all equipment is provided. 
This is a great opportunity 
for those who have never 
ice-fished before, those who 
have little experience, and an 
easy way to get the family 
outside. Anyone under 16 
years old does not need a 
fishing license to fish Iowa 
waters. Instructors will assist 
youth in catching fish, if 
adults would like to fish as 
well, an Iowa DNR fishing 
license is needed to do so. 
RSVP requested. 22312 Golf 
Lake Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

sun 2/12

Snake Discovery
NOON–1 PM @ EB LyONS 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Learn how beneficial snakes 
really are to our eco system. 
This is an indoor program 
and will feature live animals. 
All ages. Free. 8991 Bellevue 
Heights Rd. 563-556-0620. 
minesofspain.org.

M�e �r Y�r Fam�y!

®

Upcoming Family Events
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Olds 442, Chris fixing the carbure-
tor on his adorable english anglia.

I adored my buick, and when Dad sold it 
during my first year of college, Mom knew 
enough to write, “brace yourself. The buick 
is gone.” but there were many to come.

My first post-college acquisition was 
a brand-new car. Did I check Consumer 
reports? They’ve been testing cards for 
85 years, but it didn’t dawn on me. after 
all, my last college roommate, Dinny, 
owned a Chevette and I mastered her 
stick shift for a drive all the way to her 
new york home and back. Who knew 
my cute, daffodil-yellow Chevette would 
conk out the day after I drove it home?

The dealer fixed it, and it survived for 
years, even after I ran right over some-
one else’s bumper, going 70 on I-80 into 
Chicago. With four lanes jammed full of 
traffic, what else could I do? after an align-
ment, it was fine, just fine, even making it 
from Iowa to Colorado for my starter mar-
riage adventure. Our final home was out in 
the sticks, or rather a hay field, accessible 
only by a dirt road. One day, after the nice 
gas station guy checked my oil (they did 
that back then, while they were pumping 
the 25-cent gas), he came around to ask, 
“you been driving off-road?” He showed 
me the mud that had hardened and pre-
vented my fan belt from, you know, fan-
ning. “sort of,” I replied as he hosed it off.

Just to prove that librarians sometimes 
do stupid things, I bought another Chevy. 
This was back when Dinah shore was still 
singing, “see the usa in your Chevrolet,” 
and I guess I was susceptible to televised 
suggestions. This spiffy Citation was fine, 
but once the kids and I moved back to 
Iowa, I had to replace everything, one at 
a time—brakes, tires, heater, transmis-
sion (that was a doozy), cup holders 
(kidding) repeat, repeat, repeat. by then, 
I’d developed a close, personal relation-
ship with several cute guys at Tandem 

on Harrison street. Kevin started drop-
ping hints like, “If you ever look for a new 
car, we can check it out! no charge!”

so I did. and this time, I looked at 
Consumer reports, you bet I did. I bought 
another american car, but this one was an 
outlier—the year Ford produced a really 
good Taurus. What a splendid automobile.

soon enough, my kids got their own 
vehicles. In fact, we all did, around the 
same time, thanks to some sad occa-
sions. First, my mom died, leaving me 
just enough life insurance to purchase a 
brand-new Toyota. a year later, my ex 
died, providing his own unexpected gift 
to our kids. neither payout was a lot, but 
20 grand could buy me an entire raV4, 
while half that much got my daughter and 
son some pretty decent rides. We joked 
darkly about our Life Insurance Cars.

no car is perfect; each has its quirks. I 
miss the double sun visors in the Tau-
rus and the electric back window in my 
beloved buick. every time I put up the 
glare guards for our grandtwins in the 
backseats, I miss those red-checked 
curtains. I swear I saw an Invicta just like 
mine whizzing down asbury years ago, 
and wanted so much to follow it so I could 
tell the driver how much I’d loved mine, 
and how shocked I was to see one running.

now bob and I are in the market for a new 
car to replace our well-worn subaru. We’ll 
hang onto the 23-year-old raV, though. 
With its back seats out, it’s our truck, as 
well as my bittersweet gift from Mom. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PaM beLIeVes THaT IF sHe 

DOesn’T WrITe abOuT IT, 

IT DIDn’T HaPPen. yOu Can 

reaD aLL 300+ OF Her 

PasT COLuMns, PLus OTHer ranDOM POsTs, 

On Her bLOG aT SIEGEOFWORDS.COM.

Baby, You 
Can Drive 
My Car
By Pam Kress-Dunn

My friend Debbie tried to name my first 
car. as fun as it is to pretend things 
are people, I resisted. This was not a 
“nathaniel,” it was a buick. Dad gave it to 
me because it was built like a tank, and 
there was no way his little girl could get 
hurt driving it. It was, after all, an Invicta 
station wagon, and I felt invincible in it.

It had been the family car, a white 
behemoth with red-checked curtains 
Mom sewed for the windows in the back. 
They came in handy when I reclined there 
on our long summer trips to the lake in 
Minnesota. no seatbelts, but I wasn’t 
going anywhere, wedged in by suitcases 
stuffed with swimsuits and fishing gear. 
bonnie got the entire back seat, and 
Mom rode shotgun with the roadmap 

opened on her lap. she didn’t drive but 
navigated like nobody’s business.

When Dad bought a family sedan 
and a “little red monster”—Mom’s 
term for his Mercedes 190sL—
the wagon became all mine.

How many teenagers could fit in 
that car? Let me tell you: four couples, 
eight people. One night I drove us to the 
drive-in—Jon, me, Gail, and Dave on the 
front bench seat; bob, my cousin Penny, 
and another nameless couple I’m sorry 
I can’t remember in back. somehow, we 
managed to get comfortable enough to 
ingest popcorn and soda and exchange 
a smooch or two with our seatmates, all 
while keeping an eye on the screen.

behind my red steering wheel, I could 
ride the ones, as every Davenport teenager 
called the sacred ritual of driving west on 
4th street and east on 3rd, both of them 
one-ways, so you could flirt with kids 
across three lanes of traffic. Woohoo! I 
think of those summer nights—windows 
open, radio on, long hair flying—every 
time I hear bob seger’s “night Moves.”

We knew our friends’ cars almost as 
well as our own. I can still see Dave in 
his Opel with the rusted-out floorboards 
(don’t drag your feet!), Gail in her sleek 

aDVanCeD THrusT, LOL. WIsH I COuLD reaD THe aD COPy!

9
2
7
3
8
4
6
5
1

6
3
8
5
2
1
9
4
7

1
4
5
9
6
7
3
8
2

8
1
9
2
3
6
5
7
4

2
7
4
1
9
5
8
6
3

5
6
3
7
4
8
2
1
9

7
5
2
6
1
3
4
9
8

3
8
6
4
7
9
1
2
5

4
9
1
8
5
2
7
3
6

06010072123

PUZZLE ANSWERS
PuZZLes On PaGe 36 GeneraL bOb Is aT THe MerCy One HOsPITaL CaFeTerIa



PuZZLe ansWers On PaGe 35

WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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Picture Yourself       in the Tri-States                          fueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

Beekeeper H.R. Cook checks on his hives, wrapped in styrofoam and blocked from direct winds, after a cold snap in Dubuque. H.R. sells the fruits of his labor under the name Country View Honey.

It’s a full house for the Buffalo Creek 

Band at Burkey’s Bar in Key West. 

Or maybe they’re all there for Pat 

Hickson’s Old Hixy Smokehouse brisket.

Either way, they’re happy!
Photo by Dave Haas.

Geno Rokusek and Leslie Shalabi rock out with 
the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra at the Diamond 

Jo Casino’s Mississippi Moon Bar.

Two amazing back-to-back nights for the 
Dubuque Symphony Rocks performaces at the 
Mississippi Moon Bar at Diamond Jo Casino.
The two musical worlds come togeter each 

year to present a stunning set of rock tunes 
infused with symphony beauty.

Galena Cellars and Winemaker Eric White’s La Crescent wine, made with local grapes, won the Governor’s Cup award for Best White Wine in Illinois in 2022.
A rare and beautiful moment on a foggy morning over Dubuque is captured in this amazing drone photo by Elevated Images.

Sundown Mountain Ski Resort’s Sasquach 

Series North Lodge Open Rail Jam saw some 

great air from talented competitors.

Putting up a new water tower in 

East Dubuque. No Gil, just because 

it’s right next to the dispensary, it 

is defi nitely NOT a giant bong.

Prof. Sunil Malapati leads food science 
labs to make a mostly plant-based 

meal with locally sourced ingredients. 
The partnership with Project Rooted 
at Clarke University hosted Wahlert 
High School students for their J-term 

Wellness class. Photo by Whitney Sanger.

On a very cold day in December volunteers from Westminster and First Baptist Churches distributed 8,081 pounds of food to 191 families in148 cars. 526 people received food, hats, scarves and period packs. Photo by Jean Cheaver.

East Dubuque. No Gil, just because 

Dubuque Camera Club members, 

like Ron Tigges above, discu
ss both 

artistry and technique
 of the works 

in their exhibition, Por
traits, during 

a gallery talk and dem
onstration at 

the Dubuque Musem of Art. Photo 

by Casey Klein. 
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COLUMNISTS

DEAR GWEN,
My girlfriend’s roommate says I’m not 
allowed to come to their apartment until I 
quit smoking. Frankly, I think that’s a little 
ridiculous. I don’t smoke while I’m there. 
but she says I bring the smoke smell into 
their house, which lingers after I leave. I 
understand people hating smoking, but 
telling me I’m not welcome in her home 
because I’m a smoker seems a little insane 
to me. It’s not like I’m even in her room! 
anyway, I almost couldn’t believe my girl-
friend even relayed this message to me in 
the first place, which made me ask myself, 
“am I the jerk here? I must be if my girl-
friend is shamelessly asking this of me.” 
Do people do this all the time, and the 
smokers just accept being unwelcome?

Help me figure out how to handle this. 
I don’t want my girlfriend’s roommate 
calling the shots about my smoking 
when my girlfriend seems to care less.
—yours, Habit-Haver on Hill

DEAREST DARLINGEST 
HABIT-HAVER ON HILL,
Point blank period? I’m going to tell 
you to quit smoking. Telling you to 
quit smoking is the most annoying 
stance I could take, and I get that. still, 
it feels like the best option to publish 
because 1) this magazine is pretty 
widely distributed, and I don’t want, 
like, a kid reading it and have them not 
realize I’m joking, and like, then they 
start hitting their stolen vape double 

time, and 2) telling you to keep smoking 
is the lowest, most obvious form of a 
satirical joke, even for this column.

understand me. I was a smoker for 
a long time. and I quit. but I loved 
smoking. but I quit. I started smoking 
because a cool guy in a leather jacket 
told me I could pull it off. and for a 
16-year-old, that’s the best reason ever.

but when I quit smoking, I was briefly 
mentally on the same level of evil as Jeff 
bezos. I wasn’t trying to single-handedly 
close down every mom-and-pop store 
in the world, but my internal monologue 
was as evil as the most evil of all vil-
lains: Judge Frollo in the 1996 animated 

classic, The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
Have you ever seen that movie? For 
real, he is the evilest villain in the Disney 
lineup and might possibly be the evilest 
villain of all time. I know that’s a super 
hot take, but in the first five minutes 
of the movie, he tries to throw a baby 
down a well. Like, dang, let the intro 
sequence finish before you’re trying to 
drown a newborn baby! He’s so evil.

anyway, that’s how evil I felt when 
I quit smoking. It’s not that I’m not 
encouraging you to quit, but I do want 
you to have a complete picture of the 
quitting experience. you will be evil, 
and you’ll have a tummy ache for like a 
week. If you can handle that, just quit! 
The roommate is obviously weird and 
On One, but you might as well quit 
with a little netflix and Chill incentive.
—xoxo Gwen

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN MERFELD
GWen MerFeLD Is a sOrOrITy 

DrOPOuT anD Crybaby, reaDy anD 

WILLInG TO bOss yOu arOunD. IF 

yOu WanT TO TeLL Her sHe’s PreTTy, 

eMaIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAy 13)

you’ll want to put your 
practical side to use when it comes to 
home and family. and I mean…practi-
cally speaking, you don’t reaLLy need 
a home Or a family. They’ve made it 
abundantly clear that they don’t need 
you, either. you should join my cult.

TAURUS
(MAy 14–JUNE 19)

you’ll feel the need to address 
something that involves your entire com-
munity. as usual, nobody will want to 
hear what you have to say. but as usual, 
they’re going to hear it, dammit. Just like 
you don’t want all the resulting eye rolls, 
but you’re going to get ‘em, dammit.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULy 20)

Financial matters need 
addressing, friend. seriously. you can 
put as many checks in the mail as you 
want, but you need to put an address 
on it or they’ll never get it. autopay 
works, too. Man, you suck at this.

CANCER
(JULy 21–AUG 9)

They say that if you can be 
one thing, you should be efficient. you’ll 
have no trouble with that as your natural 
efficiency really shines. but then again…
Hitler was pretty efficient. Just don’t 
be Hitler this time. Or any time, pleez.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

Get your walking shoes on 
because you’re going to take a stroll 
down memory lane. Well…I say “stroll” 
but it’s more of a death march. Keep-
ing up the metaphor, you could try to 
outrun those memories. but running 
will just bring back memories of high 
school gym. nobody outruns those.

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

The reason some foolish 
people believe that earth is actu-
ally flat is because that’s the only 
way it’s possible that the world 
doesn’t revolve around them.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

It’s a good time to roll up 
your sleeves and work a little harder. 

any effort is better that what you’re 
doing now. Look, you don’t need to 
break your back with effort, but you do 
need to contribute in sOMe way. We 
live in a society, for crying out loud.

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

you’ll receive a piece of 
information that will really move your 
goals forward. but that’s nothing new. 
you should be used to people mov-
ing the goalposts on you by now.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

your social life will experi-
ence an uptick later in the week. you’d 
think this has something to do with 
the sun entering aquarius, but no. 
That’s just how weekends work.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

you’ll finally get back 
some of that confidence, which 
means it’s a good time to make a 
first impression. and if that means 
making copies of your butt on the 
brand new Xerox, then so be it.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

Mercury is poised 
to cause great toxicity in your 
life. It’s called mercury poison-
ing and it’s why you shouldn’t play 
with old timey thermometers.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

you’ll try to lean on friends 
to help you through this stressful 
ordeal you’re experiencing. unfor-
tunately, they haven’t forgotten 
the time you intentionally dropped 
them during trust fall exercises.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

With the new moon mov-
ing into your partnership zone, it’s 
time to move out of your comfort 
zone. you know that thing your part-
ner keeps joking about doing unless 
you’re into it then they’re not really 
joking? Time to put all jokes aside.

COLUMNISTS

DANNY FAIRCHILD
Danny FaIrCHILD Is THe OnLy THInG 

sTanDInG beTWeen us anD THe CeLesTIaL 

bODIes THaT WOuLD DesTrOy us aLL. 

KInD OF LIKe THe MOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

yOu Can THanK HIM by eMaILInG HIM 

aT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.




