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Well, this is it. I’m in the hurricane of toy 
season. I don’t think I’ve spent an hour in the 
365ink office in over a week, so poor Kristina 
was pretty much shouldering the load for 
this issue. Thank you for that. It was a week 
of ups and downs, but I’m gonna focus on 
the ups because the ups were pretty great.

For example, I’m not going to dwell on the 
fact that I got nine “pallets” of toys I purchased 
delivered on a semi this week that weren’t actu-
ally on pallets. They were just stacked in the 15 
degrees Fahrenheit semi, and we had to figure 
out how to get them off. Jerks! No, instead I’m 
going to think of the seven wonderful pallets of 
toys donated to Toys for Tots from Toy Toys in 
Dyersville. Not only were they great toys, but 
they came on PALLeTs! What a novel concept!

We’re not going to lament the eight freez-
ing hours sitting outside at Theisen’s for stuff 
the Truck when we just couldn’t quite get 
comfortable. No, instead we will remember 
the big box truck of toys we pulled in at that 
event as well as the couple thousand dol-
lars in cash donations we received. Plus, as 
always, Theisen’s is so good to us. They did 
their best to keep us warm, they made us feel 
most welcome, and they’re such a wonder-
ful long-term partner to the program. And 
a tip of the hat to the marine corps League 
vets who braved the freezing temperatures 
to wave at cars passing by on Highway 20. 
These boys ain’t spring chickens, but they 
stuck it out for a good couple of hours!

I won’t tell you how completely exhausted 
I was after eight hours in the cold at Theisen’s 
to then go down to the Dubuque Ice center for 
the Dubuque Fighting saints Teddy bear Toss. 
I think I could have fallen asleep standing up I 
was so wiped out. They didn’t score until the 
third period, so it was a good couple of hours 
of zombie bryce waiting for the goal buzzer. 
but you know what? When it came, it was glo-
rious. The stuffed animals went flying in mass 
quantities. We still have to count and bag 
them up, but I think it’s a record. Thanks to the 
saints and Paramount Ambulance for spon-
soring that night of hockey. It’s a huge deal 
for our campaign. Plus, my good friend Paul 
meyer was recognized as the DuTrac Home-
town Hero at the game for his selfless dedica-
tion to the Toys for Tots program as well as 
to the multicultural Family center’s other 
programs. His wife sandy deserved the honor 
too, but she wasn’t feeling great that night. 
so sandy, know that I think you’re a hero too!

I’ll not whine about rob Anglin making me 
get up at 6 a.m. to get to the radio Dubuque 
stations to do the rounds at all the morning 
shows to promote stuff the Truck. He knows 
I’m not a morning person. Indeed, I’ll remem-
ber that I was tired because the night before, 
I went down to Iowa city with some great 
guys to watch the Iowa Hawkeyes men’s bas-
ketball Team put it to Georgia Tech, but only 
after a wonderful meal at the Pullman bar 
& Grill. You gotta try the bone marrow. Just 
trust me on this one. And, of course, I guess 
it’s tradition to stop for a drink in mount 
Vernon on the way home. sleep is for losers!

so maybe a day in the cold left me sick 
as a dog with a busy week ahead. robitus-
sin and Kleenex and forge ahead. It pairs 
well with the trick knee of mine that keeps 
reminding me how much it hates me on a 
daily basis. but let me tell you about young 
brooklyn, Jase, and Grayson beck who I 
met at Theisen’s on saturday. They grow 
pumpkins every year to buy toys for kids at 
christmas. When mom and Dad suggested 
that the road construction along the stretch 
of highway where their farm is at might not 
work so well for selling the pumpkins this 
year, they said, “but what about all those 
kids?” so the pumpkin sales went ahead, 
and wouldn’t you know it, this year they 
crushed their record, raising $1,000, some in 
toys they bought, and some as a check for 
me to get more later. simply awe-inspiring! 
There is hope for the future after all!

We’ve been doing our best with stuff 
going and going so fast from the toy 
warehouse that I have to admit, it was kind 
of a disorganized mess and a lot of clutter. 
Well, today (sunday, Dec. 4), a big group 
of bsA scouts joined our usual crew of 
toy sorters, and in under 90 minutes, that 
whole place was sorted, packed, and so 
well organized for shipping out toys that 
I swear I could cry. I went from a stress-
inducing sight to giving me confidence 
that we were going to make it to the end.

And it put a giant smile on my face to tell 
you that the anonymous $10,000 donor to 
Toys for Tots that first gave us a check in the 
waning minutes of the stuff the Truck event 
back in 2020 has struck again for the third 
year in a row. $10,000 makes a pretty darn 
profound impact on our work, and I can’t 
say how much it means to me. Thank you!

All we have to do now is deliver another 
10,000 toys and throw a massive kids’ party 
and Five Flags and we can rest a while. Did 
I mention we booked a vacation to Italy 
in February? bring it on, mio amico! n



4  365INK MAGAZINE December 8–December 21, 2022 Issue #423 DUBUQUE365.COM

THu 12/8

Movie Screening: 
Amsterdam
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AIGLER AUDITORIUM

Written and directed by 
David O. Russell, and starring 
Christian Bale, Margot Rob-
bie, and John David Washing-
ton, Amsterdam (2022) is 
a comedy/drama set in the 
1930s about three friends 
who are accused of murder 
and become entangled in a 
larger conspiracy. The movie 
is rated R for “brief violence 
and bloody images.” Closed 
captioning or subtitles will 
be turned on. Seating is first 
come, first served. Free. 360 
W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

FrI 12/9

AccessDubuque 
Jobs.com Hiring Fair
NOON–3 PM @ 

STEEPLE SQUARE

More than 60 employers 
representing over 1,000 jobs 
will be present. In-person 
resources include success 
coaches, insurance experts, 
and IowaWORKS representa-
tives. The event is open to 
all job seekers. 101 E 15th St. 
accessdubuquejobs.com/ 
career-fairs.

suN 12/11

Little Women 
Auditions
1–3 PM @ GRAND OPERA 

HOUSE REHEARSAL SPACE

Dec. 11 at 1–3 p.m. and Dec. 
12 at 6–8 p.m. The Grand 
Opera House is holding 
auditions for Little Women. 
Performances are Feb. 24–26 
and March 3–5. Louisa May 
Alcott’s classic novel of the 
March sisters is beloved by 
generations of readers. In this 
stage adaptation, aspiring 
writer Jo March and her 
sisters, Meg, Beth, and Amy, 
do their best to make ends 
meet as they navigate the 
road to adulthood. Strug-
gling to reconcile societal 
expectations with their own 
hopes and dreams, the girls 
are held together by bonds 
of loyalty and love. They may 
differ in their ideas of what 
it means to be a woman, but 
each of their journeys poses 
the same universal question: 
How do you find your own 
path? 880 Locust St, Ste 222 
and 228. 563-588-1305. 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com.

Tue 12/13

Zentangle Workshop 
Series: Tangle on 
Tuesdays
4–5:30 PM @ PLANTED.

Relax and have fun with 
Stephanie Funke as you 

explore structured patterns 
with easy-to-learn, repetitive 
strokes that create beautiful 
and unique pieces of art. 
This is an all experience-level 
and all ages course. No prior 
drawing experience required. 
Supplies included. $35. 245 
W 1st St. 563-239-9289. 
facebook.com/planted.dbq.

Sandy Hook Rally
5:30 PM @ UD 

MULTICULTURAL 

STUDENT CENTER

The Sandy Hook Rally 
commemorates the 10th anni-
versary of the Sandy Hook 
School massacre and 10th 

anniversary of the Dubuque 
Coalition for Nonviolence. 
The rally features speaker 
Payton Bellings, a senior and 
student leader at Bellevue 
High School and member 
of March for Our Lives Iowa. 
Remember the 27 victims of 
the Sandy Hook massacre, 
and reflect on the 302 US 
school shootings since 
then. The mixed group of 
concerned citizens believe 
that together we can end 
gun violence. Remember 
those lost and traumatized 
by school shootings in the 
USA, and hear a hope-
ful message on things we 
can do to stem the tide of 
increasing gun violence in the 
USA. 2000 University Ave. 
facebook.com/dbqcnv.

EvEnTs
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EvENTS

Lasansky in the 
UD Collection 
Lecture and 
Reception
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 @ 6 PM
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER BISIGNANO ART GALLERY  
(2255 BENNETT ST)

The university of Dubuque’s bisignano 
Art Gallery hosts a guest lecture and 
pre-show reception for Lasansky in the UD 
Collection on monday, Dec. 5. The special 
guest lecture with a Q&A presented 
by Diego Lasansky, an American artist 
whose focus is on painting, drawing, and 
printmaking, will be held at 6 p.m. in the 
straatmeyer rehearsal room. The pre-
show reception will be held from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. in the art gallery. both events are 
open to the public. The events take place 
in conjunction with A Christmas Carol at 
7:30 p.m. in John and Alice butler Hall.

uD’s collection of intaglio prints 
by the Lasansky family started with a 
major gift by the bisignano Art Gal-
lery’s benefactor of mauricio Lasansky’s 
Great Thinkers series. since then, uD 
has acquired more mauricio Lasansky 
works and, through special funding and 
gifts, has expanded its reach to include 
the Lasansky family of artists: Tomás 
Lasansky, son of mauricio, and Diego 
Lasansky, grandson of mauricio, nephew 
of Tomás, and son of Phillip Lasansky.

Lasansky in the UD Collection includes 
works by mauricio, Tomás, and Diego. 
The exhibit is free and open to the public 
through Thursday, Dec. 29. It is also 
available virtually at gallery.dbq.edu. n

“PIcAssO” bY TOmAs LAsANsKY

Elvis, Orbison 
and Cash
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
elvis, Orbison, and cash bring a special 
New Year’s eve show to the Ohnward 
Fine Arts center in maquoketa, IA 
on saturday, Dec. 31 at 7 p.m.

The all new, all-star tribute show stars 
Nbc’s America’s Got Talent Joseph Hall 
as the “King of rock n roll” elvis Pres-
ley, King of the World Tribute champion 
Jesse Aron as “The Voice” roy Orbison, 
and Legends in concert David Allen 
as the “man in black” Johnny cash.

enjoy all of your favorite hits from 
these amazing sun record icons. The 

energetic and heartfelt tribute show 
will have you singing along to tunes like 
“suspicious minds,” “Pretty Woman,” 
and “Walk the Line.” elvis, Orbison and 
cash is a family-friendly show that the 
older generations can’t help but remi-
nisce, and millennials will appreciate the 
vintage time travel tale through rock, 
gospel, and country music. “Don’t be 
cruel,” and get your tickets today!

Johnny cash, roy Orbison and elvis 
Presley all started with sun studios with 
sam Phillips. Johnny will open the show 
followed by roy Orbison. After a 20 min-
ute intermission, enjoy a full show of elvis.

Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 
at the door and can be purchased at 
the Ohnward Fine Arts center box 
office, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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EvENTS

WeD 12/14

Stress Management 
Tips for Leaders 
Trying to Balance it 
All
8–10 AM @ NICC TOWN 

CLOCK BUSINESS CENTER

Learn new techniques to 
identify which tasks can 
be shifted or transformed 
to create better work-life 
balance. Discover how to 
change your responses to 
stress and improve brain 
health by creating a roadmap 
to implement these new 
strategies. You’ll gain new 
insights from this session! 
Instructed by Alisha Leytem. 
$59. 680 Main St, Suite 100. 
844-642-2338 x1399. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

THu 12/15

Evening Preschool 
Explorers
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Recommended for 3- to 
6-year-olds and their favorite 
adult. This evening program 
will include stories, themed 
activity stations, and plenty 
of playtime. RSVP required. 
306 W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

FrI 12/16

Prescott Elementary 
Soup Lumcheon
11 AM–1 PM @ PRESCOTT 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Enjoy a delicious soup lunch, 
silent auction, and Prescott 
student craft sale! Prescott 
students will be your table 
hosts, servers, and provide 
entertainment from the stage 
throughout the event. The 
Soup Luncheon is Prescott’s 
largest fundraiser of the 
year, and proceeds will fund 

school field trips and special 
events for their families. 
Prescott F.I.N is a volunteer 
organization of parents and 
teachers. Their mission is to 
fund Prescott’s student and 
family events, urgent needs, 
and staff appreciation. $20 
Recommended donation. 1151 
White St. 563-552-4200. 
PrescottFIn@gmail.com.

Illuminate the 
Night Hike
5:30 PM @ MINES OF SPAIN

Discover the wonders of the 
winter nighttime forest on a 
self-led hike along the illumi-
nated Mines of Spain Trails at 
Horseshoe Bluff. Approxi-
mately 1.5 to 2.5 miles of 
trail will be illuminated out 
and back. It is suggested to 
wear Yaktraxs or snowshoes 
depending on snow depth 
and possibly bring a sled to 
pull along children. Dogs are 
allowed on a leash. RSVP 
required. Free. 11475 Mines 
of Spain Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.
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EvENTS

WeD 12/21

Lunch & Learn:  
Seed Catalogs
NOON–1 PM @ CONvIvIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

Now that the ground is 
frozen, the tools are all put 
away, and the gardens are all 
put to bed… it’s time to cozy 
up next to the fire with a cup 
of tea, a giant pile of seed 
catalogs, and start dreaming 
of next season! During this 
Lunch & Learn, Convivium 
Farm Manager A.J. will share 
his seed catalog tips and 
tricks: What to look for in a 
seed catalog, how to interpret 
different catalogs to get the 
most out of them, the various 
ways catalogs are orga-
nized, and hear all about his 
personal favorites. Free. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

mON 12/26

Winter Break 
Day Camps
9 AM–4 PM @ NATIONAL 

MISSISSIPPI RIvER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Dec. 26–30. The National 
Mississippi River Museum & 
Aquarium is offering special 
day camps during winter 
break. Each day offers different 
themed sessions with fun, edu-
cational programs. Bring a sack 
lunch. Ages K–5 grade. 350 E 
3rd St. rivermuseum.com/ 
wintercamps.

WeD 12/28

Kwanzaa Celebration
6–8 PM @ MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Kwanzaa is a time of learning, 
family, and celebration. 
Food, crafts, games, music, 
traditional dance, and 
candle ceremony. All are 
welcome. RSVP requested. 
Free. 1157 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. mfcdbq.org.

sAT 12/31

New Year’s Eve 
Jazz Social
4–6 PM @ STEEPLE SQUARE

New Year’s Eve Jazz Social 
featuring Jazz Q, a 7 piece 
local jazz band made up 
of music professionals in 
the community. Appetizers 
and refreshments will be 
served. New Year’s message 
from 4:30 to 5 p.m. with 
First Congregational United 
Church of Christ Pastor 
Kaity Kemp. Free. 101 E 
15th St. 1stcongucc.org.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL eVeNT LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS

Celebrating 
Sinatra
FEATURING BRYAN ANTHONY  
WITH HUNTER FUERSTE’S 
AMERICAN vINTAGE ORCHESTRA
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 @ 8 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
Join the Dubuque Arts council for a very 
special New Year’s eve with famed big 
band vocalist bryan Anthony in celebrat-
ing sinatra—His Life in music at The Grand 
Opera House on saturday, Dec. 31 from 8 
to 10 p.m. bryan will perform in concert 
with the Hunter Fuerste Orchestra.

bryan Anthony and Hunter Fuerste 
bring the legacy of the one and only 
Frank sinatra alive with this immensely 
satisfying and sweetly nostalgic per-
formance. bryan is a veteran vocalist of 
ensembles like the Glenn miller, Tommy 
Dorsey, and Nelson riddle Orchestras, 
with Hunter Fuerste having played with 
Guy Lombardo—mr. New Year’s eve, 
himself—while watching the ball drop in 
Times square. This collective homage 
to Old blue eyes takes contemporary 
audiences back to the swing era in style.

After launching his career as a vocalist 
with extensive touring across the globe 
with various big band orchestras, bryan 
was featured in the off-broadway produc-
tion of Our Sinatra, a celebration of the 
legendary Frank sinatra. bryan’s fond-
ness and respect for the Great Gentlemen 
of song has led to this development of 
extensive repertoire that provides stunning 
homages without resorting to impressions.

The Dubuque Arts council’s “educat-
ing and entertaining” mission is to provide 
diverse, multi-disciplinary, artistic and edu-
cational opportunities to expand cultural 
horizons and improve the quality of life.

Tickets are $39 and can be pur-
chased in person at the box office, 
by calling 563-588-1305, or at 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
THE WHALE (R)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

A reclusive English teacher 
suff ering from severe obesity 
attempts to reconnect with his 
estranged teenage daughter 
for one last chance at 
redemption. Brendan Fraser stars.

SPOILER ALERT 
(PG-13)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

Based on Michael Ausiello’s 
best-selling memoir Spoiler 
Alert: The Hero Dies, the fi lm is 
a heartwarming, funny, and 
life-affi  rming story of how Michael and Kit’s 
relationship is transformed and deepened when 
one of them falls ill.

EMPTY OF LIGHT (R)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

Set in an English seaside town 
in the early 1980s, Empire of 
Light is a powerful and 
poignant story about human 
connection and the magic of 
cinema, from Academy Award®-winning director 
Sam Mendes.

AvATAR: THE WAY 
OF WATER (PG-13)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

James Cameron returns! Set 
more than a decade after the 
events of the fi rst fi lm, Avatar: 
The Way of Water begins to tell 
the story of the Sully family (Jake, Neytiri, and 
their kids), the trouble that follows them, the 
lengths they go to keep each other safe, the battles 
they fi ght to stay alive, and the tragedies they 
endure. I mean, come on. We’ve all seen the fi rst 
one like 10 times. You know you’ve got to give it a 
chance. And it’s going to be in 3D again. When’s 
the last time you saw a 3D movie? Avatar 1 maybe?

PUSS IN BOOTS: 
THE LAST WISH (PG)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21

Daring outlaw Puss in Boots 
discovers that his passion for 
peril and disregard for safety 
have taken their toll. Puss has 
burned through eight of his nine lives, though he 
lost count along the way. Getting those lives back 
will send Puss in Boots on his grandest quest yet.

Movie Buzz
Following his 
controversy at this 
year’s Oscars, Guy 
Ritchie has addressed 
whether Will Smith’s 
Genie will be recast in 
Aladdin 2. The 2019 live-action adaptation 
grossed over $1 billion worldwide and marked a 
comeback for Smith, after years of critical and 
box offi  ce bombs. Aladdin 2 was offi  cially 
greenlit by Disney back in 2020. Ritchie 
confi rmed that he fully intends to have Smith 
stay in the role. “I’ve never met a more lovely 
man, and working with him was one of the most 
wonderful, great experiences I’ve ever had.”

It was fi rst reported in 
2020 that Disney was 
developing two Pirates 
of the Caribbean
reboots—one written 
by franchise veteran 
Ted Elliott and Chernobyl creator Craig Mazin, and 
another female-led spinoff  with Margo Robbie 
attached to star and Birds of Prey writer Christina 
Hodson penning the script. Bruckheimer, who 
produced all fi ve Pirates of the Caribbean movies, 
was also attached to both projects. However, the 
second ship appeared to be sunk last month when 
Robbie said her spinoff  had been scrapped. 
During an interview with Collider, Bruckheimer 
said Robbie’s spinoff  has not been canceled but is 
on the back burner as they prioritize the other 
reboot. “I think that that script will come forward 
at a certain point. We developed two diff erent 
stories for Pirates, and the other one’s going 
forward fi rst, so that’s what we’re working on, to 
try to get that one made.”

After nearly two years 
of teases, producer 
Kelly McCormick 
has shared a very 
promising Nobody 2
fi lming start update. 
Bob Odenkirk led the cast of the 2021 action-
thriller as Hutch Mansell, a seemingly mild-
mannered middle-aged father whose past as 
a former government assassin comes to light 
after a home invasion puts him on a danger-
ous path intersecting with a local Russian mob 
boss. “Our theory is you don’t need to make a 
good sequel just to make a sequel. We need to 
make a great sequel. And so it’s about making 
sure that we get it right. And if we do, I think 
there’s a lot of hope that we can go next year.”
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Classical Blast: 
Dark Side of 
the Yule
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 @ 7:30 PM
TURNER HALL  
(115 S BENCH ST, GALENA IL)
christmas meets classic rock in clas-
sical blast’s live holiday concert, Dark 
side of the Yule, returning again to 
downtown Galena’s Turner Hall on 
Friday, December 9 a 7:30 p.m.

Now in its 7th touring season and 6th 

year at Turner Hall, Dark side of the 
Yule is a highly popular holiday celebra-
tion. The show melds christmas and 
rock music with original arrangements 
featuring music by bands like metal-
lica, evanescence, Pink Floyd, beatles, 
Joni mitchell, and more, all mashed 
with holiday classics, baroque carols, 
classical, and originals. It may be the 
most unique holiday show around. Is 
it christmas, is it rock, is it pop, is it 
traditional? It’s all of the above and 
more, all rolled into a series of musi-
cal stories that explore the holiday 
season’s darker themes. No worries, 
everyone sees the light by the end!

Adult tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door. Ages under 18 
are $10. Parking is limited at Turner 
Hall but there is free parking through-
out downtown Galena. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit ClassicalBlast.com. n

Sorry! Wrong 
Chimney!
DECEMBER 8–10, AND 15–17 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 11 AND 18 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)

bell Tower Theater gets into the holiday 
spirit with Sorry! Wrong Chimney!, a 
festive comedy now through Dec. 18.

David is moonlighting as a department 
store santa so he can buy his new wife a 
wonderful christmas gift. He tells her he’s 
working late, but she finds out he isn’t 
at the office. A suspected other woman, 
a bit of hypnotism, the notorious santa 
burglar, and a confused policeman add 
up to a rollicking tale of christmas fun.

Performances are $23. Thurs-
days are Girls Night Out; all audi-
ence members get a free glass of 
wine. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377 
or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

Cuba City 
Candyland 
Christmas
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 8 AM
CUBA CITY, WI

Head to cuba city for their “candy-
land christmas” on saturday, Dec. 10.

The festivities kick off with the Lioness 
cookie walk at the American Legion at 
8 a.m. followed by the methodist church 
bake sale at 10 a.m. Participating busi-
nesses will offer holiday food and drink 
specials throughout the day. Head to the 
Presidential courtyard at 4:30 p.m. for 
food and drinks, and enjoy carolers from 
ccHs at 5 p.m. and methodist church 
at 5:30 p.m. The parade on main street 
begins at 6 p.m. followed by a celebration 
in the Presidential courtyard with st rose 
carolers, mr. and mrs. claus, Lioness christ-
mas ornament and candy cane, The Grinch, 
and parade and home and business christ-
mas decorating winner announcements.

For more information, 
visit CubaCity.org. n

COvEr sTOry
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FrI 12/9

Holiday Horse-Drawn 
Carriage Rides
4–8:30 PM @ THE MINING & 

ROLLO JAMISON MUSEUMS 

(PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Dec. 9 and 16. Take an old-
fashioned holiday horse-
drawn carriage ride through 
downtown Platteville and 
learn about local history and 
key architectural landmarks. 
Enjoy the scenery and holiday 
lights around town with 
a beautiful team of draft 
horses. Warm up and shop in 
the Museum Store before or 
after your ride. Carriages seat 
up to 10 people. $120 per car-
riage. 405 East Main St, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-348-3301. 
mining.jamison.museum.

Christmas Carols & 
Cookies
6:30–7:45 PM @ GALENA 

CELLARS DOWNTOWN 

(GALENA, IL)

Enjoy your choice of either 
a complimentary glass of 
one of Galena Cellars’ winter 
wines or a specially curated 
wine infused cocktail. Chef 
Fernando will be bak-
ing delicious cookies and 
sweets for you to enjoy 
throughout the event. The 
mood will be set with the 
Watkins Christmas Carolers. 
$15. 111 N. Main St, Galena, 
IL. galenacellars.com.

sAT 12/10

Singalong Nativity
11 AM AND 2 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

Dec. 10, 17, and 28 at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., and Dec. 11 and 18 
at 2 p.m. Scenes of Bethle-
hem appear on the pages of a 
giant book, angels fly in from 
the balcony, and shepherds 
and wisemen pay homage 
to the newborn savior in 
this Fever River Puppeteers’ 
marionette production. One 
of the oldest shows in the 
puppet company’s repertory, 
this Christmas show was 
first called It Came to Pass. 
It was retitled a singalong 
in recent years when pup-
peteers Chuck and Sandye 
Voight noted that audiences 
were quietly singing along 
to their favorite carols. “It 

was so sweet that it moved 
us to tears,” Sandye said. 
Although this production 
is more serious than some, 
there is comic relief in some 
of the animal characters, 
which is always a hit with 
children.After the show is 
over, there is a time for selfies 
with the puppets and a Q and 
A. $5. 2130 Main St, Hazel 
Green, WI. 608-732-7129. 
voight167@centurylink.net. 
hazelgreenoperahouse. 
blogspot.com.

Skate with Santa
3:30–5 PM @ DUBUQUE 

ICE ARENA

Join Santa on the ice 
during public skate at the 
Dubuque Ice Arena. Free 
craft activities for children in 
the community room along 
with candy canes and hot 
cocoa. Regular admission 

and skate rental fees apply. 
1800 Admiral Sheehy Dr. 
schmittisland.com/ice-arena.

Holiday Mine Sing
4–6 PM @ MINING & ROLLO 

JAMISON MUSEUMS 

(PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Celebrate the holiday spirit 
above ground and below with 
a beautiful evening of music 
at The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums. A traditional 
Christmas concert around 
the 14-foot holiday tree by 
the 50-member Platteville 
Chorale will be followed by 
the Platteville High School 
Blue Notes performing jazz 
standards and holiday carols 
a cappella underground in 
the Bevans Mine. $15 Ages 
13+, $11.25 ages 65+, $7.50 
ages 5–12, $3 ages 4 and 
under. 405 East Main St, Plat-

teville, WI. 608-348-3301. 
mining.jamison.museum.

Light Up The 
Hill Luminary
5:30–9:30 PM @ KNOB 

HILL NEIGHBORHOODS

Enjoy the beautiful luminaries 
and Christmas lights at the 
annual Light Up The Hill event 
in the Council, Carriage, and 
Knob Hill neighborhoods. 
Follow the signs on Fremont 
Ave., drive through the 
neighborhoods, and view 
more than 100 decorated 
homes with Christmas lights 
and luminaries. Enter on 
Knob Hill. Parking avail-
able at LDS Church (685 
Fremont Ave.) for those 
interested in walking the 
event. Free. 563-451-4994.
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THE DUBUQUE CITY YOUTH 
BALLET PRESENTS

The Nutcracker
DECEMBER 10, 16 AND 17 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 11 AND 18 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
Performed annually for more than 20 
years, the Dubuque city Youth ballet pro-
duction of The Nutcracker will be a high-
light of your family’s holiday celebration. 

Get into the holiday spirit on Dec. 10–11 
and 16–18 at The Grand Opera House.

Whirling snowflakes and waltzing 
flowers frame this beloved holiday clas-
sic. clara and her enchanted Nutcracker 
battle the dreadful mouse King in a night-
mare that becomes a beautiful dream.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 
for children under 18. Tickets can 
be purchased in person at the box 
office, by calling 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

Night of the 
Luminaria and 
Living Windows
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 4–9:30 PM
DOWNTOWN GALENA, IL
Don’t miss one of the most beautiful 
and romantic visions of the year. Night 

of the Luminaria and Living Windows 
takes over downtown Galena, IL on 
saturday, Dec. 10 from 4 to 9:30 p.m.

more than 5,000 candlelit luminar-
ies line the streets, steps, and sidewalks, 
and store windows come alive! From 
main street to the hills overlooking 
Grant Park, all of Galena will be glowing. 
From 4 to 7 p.m., store windows on main 
street come alive with holiday-inspired 
animation in Living Windows, and local 
businesses offer extended hours, so take 
advantage and do some holiday shop-
ping. carolers will be signing at the Grant 
Park gazebo from 6 to 7 p.m. Luminar-
ies will light the way until 9:30 p.m.

bundle up and squeeze in some 
last minute holiday shopping at this 
free outdoor celebration. For more 
information, call 815-281-0673. n

THE DUBUQUE ARTS COUNCIL PRESENTS

The Texas Tenors
DEEP IN THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 7:30 PM
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)
billboard No. 1 recording Artists and 
three-time emmy Award winners The 

Texas Tenors bring their christmas show 
to the university of Dubuque Heritage 
center on saturday, Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m.

The Texas Tenors are the most suc-
cessful music group and third highest 
selling artist in the history of America’s 
Got Talent. since appearing on the series 
in 2009, Jc, marcus and John have 
released five studio albums, two Pbs 
specials, four DVDs, multiple singles, and 
a children’s book that have earned them 
impressive recognition including three 
emmy Awards, The Gelett burgess Award 
for excellence in children’s Literature, and 
the distinction of being Billboard Maga-
zine’s No. 10 classical Artist in the World.

Tickets are $35–$55 and can be pur-
chased at the Heritage center Farber box 
Office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or 
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n
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suN 12/11

Breakfast with Santa
8 AM–1 PM @ DESOTO 

HOUSE HOTEL (GALENA, IL)

For big kids and little kids… 
bring a list for Santa and 
enjoy Rudolph, Frosty, and 
a helpful elf while enjoying 
a delicious breakfast. Santa 
arrives at 8:30 a.m. and 
leaves at 1 pm. RSVP recom-
mended. Free. 230 S. Main St, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-0090. 
desotohouse.com.

Shop Santa’s 
Workshop
10:30 AM–1:30 PM @ 

CAMP ALBRECHT ACRES 

(SHERRILL, IA)

Ivy & Thread Boutique invites 
you to shop for all you last 
minute holiday needs. Santa 
will be visiting until 1 p.m. 
Items will range from treats, 
decor, clothes, hand crafted 
items, scents, and every-
thing in between. Everyone 
who donates a toy will be 
entered into a raffle for prizes 
donated by the vendors. 
Grab a drink from That 1 Place 
Bean coffee truck before 
shopping your heart out. 
14837 Sherrill Rd, Sherrill, IA.

Tree of Life 
Ornament Workshop
12:30–2 PM @ PLANTED.

Join artist Danielle Carlson of 
Autumn Phoenix Designs and 
learn how to make a beautiful 
wire-wrapped tree of life 
decoration with crystal chip 
stones. You can keep it for 
yourself or to give it away as 
a gift! Includes all materi-
als—hoop, wire, beads/chip 
stones, and access to jewelry 
pliers/tools to borrow. 
However, if you have your 
own jewelry tools, feel free 
to bring them. $5 of the reg-
istration fee gets donated to 

Platteville Food Pantry. $25. 
245 W 1st St. 563-239-9289. 
planteddbq.com.

Mystery Dinner 
Theater: Ho, Ho, 
Homicide
5–7 PM @ STONE 

CLIFF WINERY

Everyone at the North Pole 
is working extra hard this 
year to make this a holiday to 
remember, but something’s 
amiss on Poinsettia Parkway. 
The newest, coolest, and 
most revered kids’ bike on 
the market—Zuzu’s Pedals—
has some production issues. 
On top of that, Mrs. Claus is 
worried about Santa’s diet 
but mostly his sugary-sweet 
secretary Candy Cane. Add 
in some elves, an environ-
mentalist who’s checking 
everything twice, and a perky 
Customer Service Rep who 
covers Santa’s Ho, Ho Hotline, 
and you’ve got a Ho, Ho, 
Hilarious Homicide. Includes 
a four course meal, wine or 
beverage of your choice, and 
theater. Presented by the 
Brew Ha Ha Players. RSVP. 
$59.95. 600 Star Brewery 
Dr. 563-583-6100 x203. 
stonecliffwinery.com.

mON 12/12

Milk Party and “Baby’s 
First Christmas” 
Ornament Class
9:30–10:30 AM @ STATERA

This free support group is 
for moms and breastfeeding 
babies, as well as pump-
ing moms and pregnant 
women. This month, make 
a baby’s first Christmas 
ornament. Free. 3375 Lake 
Ridge Dr. 563-207-8932. 
stateraintegrated.com.

Shalom Annual 
Advent Dinner, Music 
& Prayer
6–9 PM @ SHALOM 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Join for a joyous evening 
that will open your heart and 
mind to the beauty of the 
season and the message of 
the coming Messiah. Directed 
by Carol Hemesath, OSF, 
and Jim Brimeyer, featuring 
Dubuque area musicians. 
RSVP by Dec. 3. $40. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WeD 12/14

Tree of Love
6:30 PM @ MIDWEST 

MEDICAL CENTER 

(GALENA, IL)

Pay tribute to loved ones 
while helping to raise funds 
to support the hospital and 
Galena Stauss Senior Care 
Community. This is the Mid-
west Medical Center Auxilia-
ry’s primary fundraiser and is 
targeted to purchase needed 
unbudgeted equipment. Join 
for a tree lighting event after 
a 2-year hiatus due to COVID-
19. The gorgeous Tree of Love 
will be placed in the hospital’s 
main lobby to continue the 
tradition. There are four 
levels of giving to sponsor an 
ornament to honor a loved 
one. Multiple ornaments can 
be donated, and a name will 
be placed on each ornament 
that will be used to decorate 
the Tree of Love. Donations 
received by Dec. 8 will have 
their loved one’s names 
included on a display board in 
the lobby. Donations received 
after Dec. 8 will be added 
to the honorees’ names 
printed in the Galena Gazette. 
Free. 1 Medical Center Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-6056.
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Christmas with 
Jim McDonough 
and His Orchestra
THE 20TH ANNIvERSARY TOUR
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 @ 2:30 PM
FIvE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
christmas with Jim mcDonough and 
His Orchestra, an Iowa holiday staple, 
returns to the Five Flags Theater 
on sunday, Dec. 11 at 2:30 p.m.

The holiday stage production—
new for 2022—features International 
steinway Artist Jim mcDonough on 
the concert grand piano, joined by his 
professional orchestra and singers.

The tour will deliver the message of 
christmas in a production suited for all 
generations. “I’m absolutely thrilled to 
resume this special holiday tradition, 
and to do so as I celebrate my 20th year 
in show business is extra meaningful,” 
mcDonough said. “We’re pulling out all 
the stops to make sure this year’s show is 
fitting of this milestone anniversary,” he 
continued. “With a new stage set and the 
most spectacular musical arrangements 
we’ve ever brought to the stage, it’s sure 
to be the grandest event of the season!”

In 2010, mcDonough was honored by 
the legendary piano maker, steinway & 
sons, naming him to its worldwide artist 
roster. He joins an exclusive international 
list of the most accomplished and dis-
criminating performing artists including 
classical pianist, Lang Lang; jazz star, 
Harry connick Jr.; pop icon, billy Joel; and 
“immortals” Irving berlin and cole Porter.

Tickets are $58–$68 and are avail-
able at Ticketmaster.com or at the 
Five Flags center box Office. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254 
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

Home for the Holidays 
and Candlelight Tours
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS:  
DECEMBER 17 AND 18 @ 11 AM–4 PM
CANDLELIGHT TOURS:  
DECEMBER 17 AND 18 @ 7–9 PM
MATHIAS HAM HISTORIC SITE 
(2241 LINCOLN AvE)
celebrate Home for the Holidays and 
candlelight Tours at the mathias Ham 
Historic site this holiday season. Guests 
are invited to the site on Dec. 17 and 18 
to take part in Victorian era traditions.

During Home for the Holidays, visi-
tors can take self-guided tours through 
the house and see the decorations 
from the Victorian era from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Guides will not be lead-
ing tours through the house but will 
be providing information to guests. 
Admission is $7.50 for adults and $4 
for children. members get in for free.

Guests can take part in a cook-
ing class where they will learn to make 
sugar plums on saturday, Dec. 17 from 
1 to 3 p.m. This class costs $15.

On sunday, Dec. 18 from 1 to 3 p.m., 
visitors can enjoy a holiday afternoon 
tea. All ages are invited to attend 
and tickets are $20 for adults and 

$10 for children. Dietary requests can 
be met if notified ahead of time.

come back at night for the candle-
light Tours. The 45-minute tours allow 
visitors to take in the house in a differ-
ent light at 7 and 8 p.m. The architec-
tural and historical significance will be 
highlighted by the guides as the tours 
move through the house. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $7.50 for children. 
members receive a discounted rate of 
$7.50 for adults and $4 for children.

For tickets and more information, 
call the river museum at 563-557-9545 
or visit RiverMuseum.com/events. n

6th Annual Toys 
For Tots Kids’ 
Christmas Party
PRESENTED BY THEISEN’S, COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION OF GREATER DUBUQUE, 
AND PARAMOUNT AMBULANCE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 @ NOON–3 PM 
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
It’s finally bAcK! The biggest, crazi-
est party of the holiday season… it’s for 
kids ten and under… and it’s Free!

marine corps Toys For Tots is excited 
to announce the return of the annual Kids’ 
christmas Party presented by Theisen’s 
Home • Farm • Auto, the community 
Foundation of Greater Dubuque, and Par-
amount Ambulance. Taking place on sun-
day, Dec. 11, from noon to 3 p.m., the Five 
Flags Arena will transform into a yuletide 
display of controlled chaos, as hundreds 
(and hundreds) of Tri-state youngsters 
converge for the biggest party around. 
And the best part is, it’s all totally Free!

The event is hosted by marine corps 
Toys For Tots of Dubuque and the 
Dubuque Police Department in memory 
of Police chief mark Dalsing, a big kid 
and a huge supporter of Toys For Tots 
who we lost way too soon. This event 
will be a super fun, safe, and festive 
chance for kids to play together, have a 
blast, and go home with a few goodies 
along the way. This is not a charity event. 
It’s for ALL kids in the Dubuque area.

The three-hour party will have music 
and dancing with a live DJ that’s great 
with kids. Giant inflatable rides will return 
as will the Paramount Ambulance for 
kids to check out in person. Kids can also 
climb aboard a real fire truck and see 

how Dubuque heroes do their jobs when 
they get to talk with real firefighters.

especially exciting is the Theisen’s free 
toy giveaway to every child with other 
surprise goody giveaways as well. There 
is plenty for everyone, so there’s no need 
to line up early or wait in a long line when 
you get there, we promise. You can go 
have fun and get your gifts later at the 
event. We won’t run out! Note that this 
is not part of the annual Toys For Tots 
toy distribution program. This is a bonus 
event. so, if you need toy assistance, 
you can still get that separately through 
Toys For Tots at DubuqueToys.org.

This year, the community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubuque joins Theisen’s 
with the giveaways, only they will be 
doing free fun activity and reader 
books for every child at the party.

And don’t forget the photos! Get 
your photo taken with santa and mrs. 
claus and download the pictures for 
free, courtesy of DigitalDubuque.com. 
This year, elsa, Anna, and Olaf will return 
in front of a wintery palace backdrop. 
And new this year, Darth Vader and 
his dark side friends from star Wars 
will be featured at a third photo-op. All 
photos will available for free to down-
load online. You can also get your face 
painted and take home a balloon animal.

Plus, free cookies, popcorn, milk, 
and punch, thanks to the generos-
ity of 365ink Magazine, Diamond 
Jo casino, Fareway stores, Prairie 
Farms Dairy, DigitalDubuque.com, 
meyer Photography, Five Flags cen-
ter, Dollar Tree, the Dubuque Fire 
Department, and radio Dubuque.

Put it all together, and you’ve 
got a kid party to beat all kid par-
ties… and it’s christmas! n
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WeD 12/14

The Secret 
Indigenous Life of 
Christmas Trees
6:30–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

In conversation with the 
bestselling book Braid-
ing Sweetgrass by Robin 
Kimmerer, join Damian 
Costello to explore the tree’s 
long history, deep spiritual 
meaning, and its potential 
as a ceremonial medicine 
for cultivating reciprocity 
with the land. RSVP by Dec. 
13. $10. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

THu 12/15

Milk and Cookies with 
Santa and Parade
6 PM @ PEOSTA, IA

Join Santa for milk and cook-
ies at the Peosta Community 
Centre banquet room. Free 
admission with a non-perish-
able food item. Afterwards, 
Santa, Mrs. Claus, and friends 
make their way through Peo-
sta for a Christmas Holiday 
Parade. Special thanks for the 
Centralia/Peosta Fire Depart-
ment and the Peosta Police 
Department for spreading 
holiday cheer throughout 
the city. 7896 Burds Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-8755. 
cityofpeosta.org.

FrI 12/16

Grown-Up YogArt: 
Holiday Cookie 
Decorating
6–9 PM @ CHALLENGE 

TO CHANGE

Join Challenge to Change 
for a fun, social evening of 
gentle yoga, wine, and art. 
The first hour will be spent 
in an all-levels yoga practice. 
Afterwards, you’ll have a 

chance to socialize and get 
creative in an art project 
specially selected each 
month. Wine and art supplies 
included. Ages 21+. $30. 3337 
Hillcrest Rd. 563-451-7034. 
challengetochangeinc.com.

Merry Branson 
Christmas
7 PM @ GALENA BIBLE 

CHURCH (GALENA, IL)

Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. at Galena 
Bible Church (11108 US 20, 
Galena, IL); Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 
at Emmaus Bible College 
(2570 Asbury Rd); and Dec. 
18 at 6:30 p.m. at The Stone 
Church (18175 222nd St, Man-
chester, IA). Mike Walker is an 
award-winning vocalist and 
musical impressionist with 
a popular show in Branson, 
Mo. Come enjoy an evening 
with two-time Branson Male 
Vocalist of the year, four-time 
Branson Impressionist of the 
year and two-time Branson 
Matinee show of the year. 
Benefit for Tri-State Christian 
School. $30. tscs.org.

sAT 12/17

Santa on the 
Fire Truck
9 AM–4 PM @ ASBURY, IA

Santa Claus will be visiting 
neighborhoods around 
Asbury, IA. You will hear 
music and sirens as Santa 
enters your neighborhood. 
View route and times at 
cityofasbury.com.

Country Christmas
10 AM–NOON @ 

SHENANDOAH RIDING 

CENTER (GALENA, IL)

Celebrate Christmas at the 
indoor arena with gifts from 
Santa, wagon rides, and 
create a Christmas craft. 
Free adults; $5 children. 

200 N Brodrecht Rd, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-9550. 
Theshenandoah 
ridingCenter.com.

Snowflakes & Sweets 
Stroll
NOON–4 PM @ 

DOWNTOWN GALENA, IL

Take your time enjoying 
special sweet treats from 
local bakeries, chocolatiers, 
and more while strolling 
down Galena’s magical Main 
Street. Hopefully you’ll enjoy 
some snowflakes as well as 
you stroll. Your ticket will 
get you a punch card good 
for 10 sweet treats. The 
sweet treats will be a mix 
(chosen by you) of cookies, 
candies, drinks, and more. 
Check in between 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. $30. 815-281-0673. 
facebook.com/ 
GalenaDowntown.

suN 12/18

Breakfast with Santa
8 AM–NOON @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Breakfast includes pancakes, 
sausage tater tots, eggs, 
apple sauce, OJ, milk, and 
coffee. Santa will be avail-
able for photos starting at 
9:30 a.m. Kids can decorate 
holiday crafts, and vendors 
will be on site to help with 
your holiday shopping. 
$10 Adults, $5 ages 5–12, 
free ages 4 and under. 
14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1406. dbqfair.com.
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suN 12/18

Holiday Terrarium 
Workshop: Enclosed 
Glass
12:30 PM @ PLANTED.

Learn the delicate craft 
of making your very own 
self-sustaining, bio active ter-
rarium with guest instructor 
Ty Bailey. Pick your container, 
your plants and start to grow 
your own little word. Guests 
will also make a moss-filled 
holiday ornament. Ty has 
been involved with plants 
with his green-thumbed 
mother and live art since 
he was a child. Ty describes 
himself as just a guy who 
likes to put plants in jars. A 
portion of the workshop pro-
ceeds will be donated to the 
Teresa Shelter Opening Doors 
program, providing emer-
gency shelter to women and 
children in Dubuque. $45. 
245 W 1st St. 563-239-9289. 
planteddbq.com.

Kids Holiday  
YogArt Camp
SUNDAY DECEMBER 

18 @ 1–4 PM

CHALLENGE TO CHANGE

At this special holiday 
YogArt camp, children 
will explore the practices 
of yoga and mindfulness, 
enjoy some holiday fun and 
activities, and create a special 
handmade gift ready for 
them to share with someone 
special! All supplies included. 
Ages 5–12. $50. 3337 
Hillcrest Rd. 563-451-7034. 
challengetochangeinc.com.

Mystery Dinner 
Theater: Cut Loose 
Tree Farm
5–7 PM @ STONE 

CLIFF WINERY

Cut Loose Tree Farm is the 
only tree farm in Iowa that 
carries all 16 varieties of 
Christmas trees. They’re 
known for their perfectly 
pruned pines and beautiful 
balsams. But, it’s just before 
Christmas and a parasite has 
proven to put inventory in 
peril. President Pine (who 
prefers Christmas Cocktails 
rather than taking the family 
tree business too seriously) 
isn’t too concerned. Everyone 
else is, as jobs are on the 
chopping block. But wait! 
That chopping block just 
got more interesting…Who’s 
on it? Marketing Director, 
Sappy Selfie? The company’s 
accountant-and-resident 
karaoke queen, Merryoke? 
Perhaps Jack Frost or Holly 
N. Ivy is in the know…or 
maybe they’re about to be 
butchered themselves. It’s a 
prickly place for Christmas 
capers this fine Decem-
ber, for sure. Includes a 
four course meal, wine or 
beverage of your choice, and 
theater. Presented by the 
Brew Ha Ha Players. RSVP. 
$59.95. 600 Star Brewery 
Dr. 563-583-6100 x203. 
stonecliffwinery.com.

mON 12/19

Cookie Decorating at 
Steeple Square
5–7 PM @ STEEPLE SQUARE

Join NICC for a fun night of 
decorating cookies. Learn 
about NICC’s Career Pathway 
Certificate programs and 
meet their amazing Col-
lege and Career Coaches. 

RSVP. Free. 101 E 15th St. 
844-642-2338 x1399. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

Tue 12/20

Shalom Winter 
Breakfast
7:30 AM @ SHALOM 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER

All are welcome to the Annual 
Winter Breakfast featur-
ing Charism Team member 
Julie Tebbe. Julie will usher 
you into the holidays as 
“Christmas People!” Using 
music, stories, and prayer, 
Julie will share how carrying 
the true spirit of Christmas in 
our hearts lasts beyond the 
season. “Christmas People” 
are called to live and share 
the light of Christ all year 
long. Join for a delicious and 
festive meal, friendship, and 
fun. RSVP by Dec. 13. $15. 
1001 Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WeD 12/21

Sacred Land-
Wild Church: 
Winter Solstice
6:30–8 PM @ SINSINAWA 

MOUND CENTER 

(SINSINAWA, WI)

Inspired by Celtic tradition 
and the Wild Church network, 
Sacred Land-Wild Church: 
Winter Solstice will be led 
by Eric Anglada, Sinsinawa 
Mound’s Ecological Program-
ming Coordinator. Fire and 
song, ritual and community, 
prayer and quiet: this ecu-
menical gathering is centered 
on honoring the sacred time 
of Winter Solstice, the short-
est day and longest night of 
the year. Free will offering. 
585 County Rd Z, Sin-
sinawa, WI. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

28th Annual 
Reflections 
in the Park
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 1 @ 5–10 PM 
LOUIS MURPHY PARK  
(1700 S GRANDvIEW AvE)

Join Hillcrest Family services for the 28th 

annual reflections in the Park, a Hillcrest 
Lights Festival. Drive through the park 
and enjoy the beauty of the twinkling 
lights this holiday. santa will visit every 
Tuesday. Open daily through Jan. 1 from 
5 to 10 p.m. at Louis murphy Park.

You will find representations of 
Dubuque landmarks, both physically in the 
Town clock and other buildings, recreated 
in lights as well as landmark Dubuque 
companies celebrated in lights. enjoy 
nearly 90 sponsored displays plus smaller 
side pieces. In recent years, the net profits 
have exceeded $150,000. Let’s see if we 
can’t help them set a new record in 2022.

You can pick up advanced tickets 
for $10 per vehicle at any Db&T loca-
tion or pay $12 at the gate. Proceeds 
benefit the programs of Hillcrest Fam-
ily services. For more information, 
call 563-845-0378 or find “reflec-
tions in the Park” on Facebook. n

Hotel Julien 
Dubuque 
12 Days of 
Christmas
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31 
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE 
(200 MAIN ST)
For more information, call Hotel Julien 
Dubuque at 563-556-4200 or visit 
HotelJulienDubuque.com/event/ 
12-days-of-christmas. n

Breakfast With Santa (SOLD OUT)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 8–11 AM

GRANDE BALLROOM

Red Basket Holiday Luncheon
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 11:30 AM–2 PM

GRANDE BALLROOM

Enjoy lunch, a fashion show, carolers, and 
a Hotel Julien Dubuque gift card sale. 
Tickets include a donation to The Red Bas-
ket Project. $35. Reservations required: 
563-588-5570, Leadwc@potosaspa.com.

Christmas Cocktails With Carl
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 @ 6–8 PM

RIvERBOAT LOUNGE

Riverboat Lounge bartender Carl wants 
to help you master the perfect craft cock-
tail recipes to “wow” your guests.

Holiday Sweater Dining
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 @ ALL DAY

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Buy one breakfast, lunch, or dinner and 
get 50% off of a second entrée of equal or 

lesser value when wearing a holiday sweater. 
Reservations available: 563-588-5595.

Holiday Giving Blood Drive
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 @ NOON–5 PM

GRANDE BALLROOM

Reserve donation time: tiny.cc/HJDBloodDrive.

Christmas Eve Dinner
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 @ 5–8 PM

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Get in touch with the true spirit of the holi-
day and enjoy a delicious dinner with family. 
Reservations recommended: 563-588-5595.

Christmas Day Brunch
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 @ 9 AM–2 PM

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Enjoy a wide array of shareable starters, break-
fast favorites, and delicious seasonal entrées. 
Reservations recommended: 563-588-5595.

New Year’s Eve:  
Boogie ‘Til The Ball Drops
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 @ 8:30 PM

RIvERBOAT LOUNGE

Experience a groovy New Year’s Eve with 
the very best food, drinks, accommodations, 
party favors, and entertainment from local 
funk band Boogie Monster. Take advan-
tage of exclusive packages. Free to attend. 
Purchase your package: 563-556-4200.



Picture Yourself       in the Tri-States                          fueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

The Off Shore crew took part in Bellevue, Iowa’s lighted Christmas Parade.

The Mistletones presented their Annual 

Snowbiz dinner theatre style holiday 

music revue at the Hotel Julien’s Grand 

Ballroom in downtown Dubuque. The 

talented vocal quintet was backed-up by 

some of big-band and jazz musicians.
Photo by Tim Krom.  

Jim Theisen receives a surprise tribute during the  
21st annual “Attitude of Gratitude” for Opening 
Doors of Dubuque. Jim & Marita have been the 
“wind beneath their wings” since the groups 
humble beginnings for which they are truly 

grateful. Photos by Ellen Dettmer.

A wildly successful Small Business Saturday in 
downtown Dubuque was highlighted by carolers in 
multople downtown shopping districts as well as 

food trucks and trollies making the rounds between 
Cable Car Square, Lower Main, Upper Main and the 
Millwork District. Well done Dubuque Main Street!

The Illusionists brought their night fi lled with holiday magic and visual wizardry to the Five Flags Civic Center. Photo by Jesse Gavin.

A festive moment from Saturday evening’s Holidays with the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra that featured Katy Richter, Principal Clarinetist Emily Hancock, Heartland Ballet Dubuque, and the Dubuque Chorale.

The annual lighting of the always giant 

Christmas Tree in the Hotel Julien Lobby.

Dubuque Fighting Saints players 

gather up the many hundreds of 

plush toys that went fl ying after 

their fi rst goal from the team’s 

Teddy Bear Toss for Toys For Tots 

game on Saturday, Dec. 3.

A giant turnout for the annual 
Christmas on the Square event where 
kids meet Santa after he travels down 
the Fenlon Place Elevator in Cable Car 

Square. Photo by Bob Felderman.

These Marine Corps Veterans braved some very cold winds to wave traffi c into Theisen’s on Saturday, Dec 3 for the annual Stuff the Truck event for Toys For Tots, raising over $10,000 in cash and toys in a day!

plush toys that went fl ying after 

Teddy Bear Toss for Toys For Tots 

Pop Rocks brought a night of
 nostalgic 

‘80s and ‘90s pop rock 
hits to the Mis-

sissippi Moon Bar stage at the Diamond 

Jo Casino, fi lled with tons of costume 

changes to pay tribute 
to scores of 

performers. Photo by Dave Haas.
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THu 12/8
BYO Vinyl with DJ Bobert
5 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

DR Band
6 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Shekinah King
6 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Bingo
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Trivia
7 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

St Judes Trivia Fundraiser
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 12/9
Midwest Megan & Adam
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Elizabeth Mary
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Christmas Carols & Cookies: 
Watkins Christmas Carolers
6:30 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Andreas Transo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Johnnie Walker
7 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

Classical Blast
7:30 PM @ Turner Hall 
(Galena, IL)

Pat Bolduc
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Maiden Dixie
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

RatchetJaw
8 PM @ Smokestack

Steve Cavanaugh & 
Randy Droessler
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Beats by Burns Karaoke
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Kara Gordon
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

sAT 12/10
L&MOP: “Marvel”ous Musicians
10 AM @ Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library

Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

The Guthries
2 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Joie Wails
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Keith Scott
4 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Nate Jenkins
5:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Running Man, Combat Naps, 
Hayes Noble
6 PM @ Monk’s

Tony Walker
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ Pizzeria Uno’s Annex 
(Platteville, WI)

Theresa Rosetta
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Tarrah
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Casey Jo Collins
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Texas Tenors
7:30 PM @ University of 
Dubuque Heritage Center

Andreas Transo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Pat Bolduc
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Ty Bailey
8 PM @ The Dungeon

Sun Green (Neil Young tribute), 
Elijah Berlow (Townes Van 
Zandt tribute), Jeremy Quentin 
(Wilco tribute)
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

UltraBeat
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Shenanigan’s

4th & 20
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Elizabeth Mary
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Massey Road
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club 
(Asbury, IA)

Mixed Emotions
8 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

TRI-STATE LIvE MUSIC

nIGHTLIFE
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Casey Klien 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Gypsy 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Three Quarter Buzz 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

suN 12/11
Massey Road 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Abbey Roade 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Triple Threat 
1 PM @ PromiseLand Winery  
(Guttenberg, IA)

Brushfire Bandits Duo 
2 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Christmas with Jim McDonough 
and His Orchestra 
2:30 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Secrets 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

BJ McAndrew 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Ron Lubbers 
5 PM @ Louisburg Junction 
(Cuba City, WI)

WeD 12/14
Barefoot & Sunshine 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

THu 12/15
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
6:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Thomas Dollbaum 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

The Guthries 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FrI 12/16
Bryce Reeg 
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Watkins Studios Carolers @ 6 PM 
Karaoke @ 8 PM 
Galena Brewing Co (Galena, IL)

Gypsy 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Merry Branson Christmas 
7 PM @ Galena Bible Church  
(Galena, IL)

Mixed Emotions 
7 PM @ Twisted Vines 
(Potosi, WI)

Danny McDade 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Kellye Howard 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Sushi Roll 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Big Night Out 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Mike Droho 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Miles Nielsen &  
The Rusted Hearts 
10 PM @ The Lift

sAT 12/17
Mojo Busted @ 2 PM 
Lenny Wayne @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Three Quarter Buzz 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Gypsy 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Steve & Randy 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Jake Bender 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Merry Branson Christmas 
7 PM @ Emmaus Bible College

John Moran 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

JE Sunde, Ben Dunegan 
7 PM @ The Lift

Danny McDade 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Kellye Howard 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Hairball 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

The Beach Bums 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Secrets 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Tony Walker 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Mixed Emotions 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Cirque Du Buque Drag Cabaret 
10 PM @ Smokestack

NIGHTLIFE
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NIGHTLIFE
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PUZZLE ANSWERS
PuZZLes ON PAGe 28 GeNerAL bOb Is AT KeNNeDY mALL

suN 12/18
20th Century Smooth Jazz with 
Bateman and Palucci
1:30 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Jacquie Miller Duo
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Johnnie Walker
3 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Tom Riley
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Ballyheigue
6 PM @ The Lift

Merry Branson Christmas
6:30 PM @ The Stone 
Church (Manchester, IA)

WeD 12/21
Timbo
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

New Standards Men, Sinner 
Frenz, Death Bag
9 PM @ Monk’s

THu 12/22
Randy and Steve
5 PM @ The Vault

FrI 12/23
Temple Hill Road, Big Cat Eddie
4 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Ozzy & Bon Joe B
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Holiday Sing Along w/ the 
Jubeck Family Band
5 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

Joie Wails
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Big Night Out
7 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

MiniMonster Duo
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Three Quarter Buzz
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

4th & 20
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
8 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

Ten Gallon Hat
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Mark Cameron
8 PM @ Flatted Fifth Blues 
& BBQ (Bellevue, IA)

Christmas Hip Hop Night: 
RichMobb Sarod, RichMobb 
Devo, Tone Da Boss, Will 
Hustle, J Dot Mane, Tuda, God 
Hockey, Keiyo, Untitled, Broz, 
FMG Red, Lil Sno,
Big Bill, Mealz
9 PM @ Smokestack

Merry Dickmas Local Band 
Love Fest
10 PM @ The Lift

Tue 12/27
Marty Raymond
7 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

WeD 12/28
LA Seuss
7 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

THu 12/29
Lenny Wayne
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Gypsy and Resident
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

FrI 12/30
Laura McDonald
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Jordan Danielsen
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Burnt Biscuits
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

New Year’s Weekend Showcase
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Nightrain
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Free Fallin
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Massey Road
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Beats by Byrnes Karaoke
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Joie Wails & Ty Bailey
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL 
NIGHTLIFe LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC



Upcoming Entertainment

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

New Year’s Eve
Dueling Pianos
DECEMBER 31 @ 8 PM
End the year on a high note with groovy tunes, 
and sing the night away. This phenomenal 
performance is a lively and entertaining 
way to ring in the New Year in style.

Hairball
DECEMBER 17 @ 8 PM
Hairball is a rock ‘n’ roll experience you won’t forget: The lights, sound, video screens, 
smoke, fi re, blood, bombs, confetti, spiders, snakes and monsters (oh my), and the 
screaming hoards of rabid Hairball fans. Experience the mind-blowing and drop-dead 
accurate homage to some of the biggest acts in the world. van Halen, KISS, Motley Crue, 
Queen, Journey, and Aerosmith are but a few of the acts fans will see brought to life.

Additional Entertainment

MAIDEN DIXIE
DECEMBER 9 @ 8 PM

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: 

ULTIMATE ROCK HITS
JANUARY 13 & 14 @ 8 PM

WALKING MOLLY
JANUARY 21 @ 8 PM

JABBERBOX
JANUARY 28 @ 8 PM

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: 

ULTIMATE COUNTRY HITS
MAY 19 & 20 @ 8 PM

Nightrain
DECEMBER 30 @ 8 PM
Nightrain brings a vibrant stage presence and 
accuracy to everything about Guns & Roses. 
With the vocals and swaying of Axl to Slash’s 
classic riff s and perfect showmanship, the tight 
rhythm of Izzy, Duff , and Steven are the glue 
that keeps this true concert tribute together.
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Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife
SUNDAY

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Sun @ 1 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Bingo 
Sun @ 4 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

MONDAY
Trivia w/ Fun N Games 
Company 
1st & 3rd Mon @ 6:30 PM 
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Taproom Trivia w/ Fun N 
Games Company 
2nd Mon @ 6:30 PM 
The Corner Taproom 
(Cascade, IA)

TUESDAY
Tuesday Night Record Club  
w/ DJ Jon Purvis 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Fox Den Motel

Trivia 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano 
Karaoke 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Tue @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
HitMix Music Bingo  
Wed @ 7 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Trivia For Dorks 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co.

WORDS:  
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic  
Wed @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Hy-Vee Locust

Trivia w/ Fun N Games 
Company 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Lina’s Lounge

Music Bingo w/ Think & 
Drink  
Wed @ 8 PM 
Barrel House

Open Mic 
Wed @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky 
McMahon 
Wed @ 8 PM 
Denny’s Lux Club

Trivia w/ Fun N Games 
Company 
Thu @ 8 PM 
Steve’s Pizza (Platteville, 
WI) 
When UW-P is in session

THURSDAY
Hy-Vee Trivia 
Thu @ 6:30 PM 
Hy-Vee Dodge

Adagio w/ Nate 
7 PM @ Gary 
Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Music Bingo 
Thu @ 7 PM 
7 Hills North 
(Platteville, WI)

Tomato Throw Show 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Open Mic w/ Chad Olson 
Thu @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke 
Thu @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Rotating DJ 
Thu @ 9:30 PM 
1st & Main

FRIDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky 
McMahon 
2nd Fri @ 7 PM  
Dubuque Driving Range

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
Fri @ 8 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Karaoke 
Fri @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Dj Maica 
Fri @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

SATURDAY
Dj Maica 
Sat @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

Comedy Showcase 
1st Sat @ 10 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKING FOr A Free AND eAsY WAY TO 
PrOmOTe YOur LIVe musIc? seND YOur 
eNTerTAINmeNT cALeNDAr Our WAY!
emAIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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sAT 12/10

Running Man, Combat Naps, 
Hayes Noble
6 PM @ MONK’S (373 BLUFF ST)

COvER: FREE

running man is a Quad cities, IA proto 
punk super group featuring members 
of multiple cat, mondo Drag, and The 
Dead Kennedys. combat Naps is an 
eclectic mix of styles shot through with 
punk and bossa nova from madison, WI. 
Hayes Noble is an ear-splitting shoegaze 
rockstar from Galena, IL. Doors at 5 p.m.

THu 12/15

Thomas Dollbaum
7 PM @ FOX DEN MOTEL (920 MAIN ST)

TICKETS: $12

Thomas Dollbaum was born and grew 
up in Tampa, FL. In 2015, Thomas 
moved to New Orleans to study at 
the university of New Orleans. He 
worked as a carpenter and began 
writing the songs that eventually 
became Wellswood. The album was 
recorded over many sessions during 

the pandemic in New Orleans in an old 
hotel suite turned recording studio by 
friend and fellow musician, matthew 
seferian. Thomas still resides there, 
running his own carpentry business.

FrI 12/16

Miles Nielsen & The Rusted Hearts
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEvEL)

COvER: $15

rockford, IL-based miles Nielsen has 
spent nearly a decade enthralling 
audiences with music that draws force 
from the prime years of Western-
infl uenced rock music and classic ‘60s 
soul. claiming infl uences as diverse as 
Otis redding’s classic soul and Jel-
lyfi sh’s cult power pop recordings. 
We’re not going to lie, these guys are 
unabashedly 365ink ’s favorite band. 
They ooze cool on stage, are so tight 

and in the pocket it’s ridiculous, and 
simply have an unparalleled groove.

sAT 12/17

The Beach Bums
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

COvER: FREE

Have you ever found yourself wasted 
away again in margaritaville? Do you 
enjoy cheeseburgers in Paradise? 
If so grab your fl oral shirt, Hawai-
ian lei, put a parrot on your shoulder 
and get ready for the greatest show 
on the surf with The beach bums.

LIvE MUSIC & 
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES
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Simply 
Parker’s
By Danny Fairchild

I got to do some cookin’ of my own for this 
column! Woo! Yeah! Watch with eyes unlidded 
as I use my powers for good and test drive 
some awesome products from simply Parker’s.

simply Parker’s is kind of a big deal. 
based in bellevue, IA, they make some of 
the best cheese dips/spreads, compound 
butters, and sauces around. In fact, if 
you’re a HelloFresh subscriber, you’ve likely 
already gotten a taste of simply Parker’s 
Garlic and Herb butter, as they supplied 
it to HelloFresh up until simply Parker’s 
decided to focus more on food service.

And that’s what brings us here together 
this day. because on monday, Dec. 12, simply 
Parker’s is opening a cute little store/eatery 
at 225 W 8th st. Yes, this means that you 
folks who work downtown are going to have 
another awesome place to get some lunch. 
What kind of menu are we talking? We’re 
talking stuff like their signature pulled pork or 
Italian beef sandwiches. We’re talkin’ soups 
and chicago-style hot dogs. And, of course, 
a daily special thrown in because simply 
Parker’s is full of surprises. Getting back to the 
chicago dogs, I love chicago dogs. Not just 
because they’re delish, but because there’s 
almost no argument about what an “authen-
tic” chicago dog consists of. Vienna beef 
frank, bright green relish, blah, blah, blah. If 
it doesn’t have this, that, or all of the blahs, it 

isn’t a chicago dog. some chicagoans will say 
it has to be made in chicago to be a chicago 
dog. but like… You can see how foolish that is, 
right? If someone who makes chicago dogs 
in chicago comes to Dubuque and makes a 
chicago dog, is it not a chicago dog? seeing 
as how the constituents of a chicago dog are 
available just about anywhere, how can you 
say that chicago dogs can only be made in 
chicago? If you replace the head of your ax 
after chipping it and then later replace the 
handle after breaking it, is it still the same ax? 
regardless, it’s still an ax. It’s still the agreed-
upon recipe for an ax. Anyway. chicago dogs 
make me happy, and I’m happy to have a 
new way to get them. You should be, too.

since they’re hard at work making sure 
everything is good to go come Dec. 12, I 
didn’t get to try any of their menu items, 
but they were very generous with the 
samples of their dips, butters, and sauces. 
I came away with two gift bags full of 
samples just burning a hole in my kitchen. 
And if these products, which are available 
in-store, are any indication, it’s gonna be 
some gooooood eatin’ come monday.

As I said, I got to cook for this column.
I’ve been into oysters lately. I like to broil 

them. I cAN eat a raw oyster and say “Yee-
haw! more, please!” but a small part of me 
imprisoned behind my own eyes will be cry-
ing out to cook them. The local Asian grocery 
has individually quick frozen (IQF) shucked 
oysters. The price is right, and I don’t have 
to shuck ‘em. but ‘cept then there’s no shell 
to get that whole oyster-sucking experience. 
my solution (and I’m sure I’m not the first 
to come up with it) is to put them on those 
soup spoons you get in Asian restaurants. 
I call it oysters on the spoonful. For now. 

cHIcKeN WITH 

bArbecue sAuce smOKeD sWIss bAcON HOrserADIsH DIP ON LeFse

OYsTers ON THe sPOONFuL WITH cOmPOuND buTTer

COLumnIsTs
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DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY DOesN’T TAKe crAP 

FrOm NObODY, buT He’LL 

TAKe FOOD FrOm ALmOsT 

ANYbODY. IF YOu WANT 

TO FIGHT DANNY, Or FeeD HIm NOm-NOms, 

emAIL HIm AT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

Simply Parker’s
225 W 8TH ST, DUBUQUE, IA
563-207-8283
SIMPLYPARKERS.COM

I’m still workshopping the name. I bought 
some stainless steel Asian-style soup spoons 
that survive the broiler with ease, and the 
handles cool down quick. Add some butter, 
maybe some spinach, definitely some sushi 
vinegar, some panko bread crumbs and 
maybe a light dusting of parmesan, throw 
‘em under the broiler for a couple minutes, 
and boy howdy, it couldn’t get better.

Or so I thought. until I tried making them 
with simply Parker’s compound butter. A 
compound butter is butter with stuff in it. The 
honey butter that comes with the compli-
mentary bread at the supper club? That there 
is a compound butter. simply Parker’s makes 
a garlic herb compound butter and a roasted 
red pepper compound butter. I made six 
oysters, three with the garlic herb and three 
with the roasted red pepper. I fully expected 
the garlic herb to be the star, but the roasted 
red pepper was my favorite for this applica-
tion by far. I like a drop of hot sauce on my 
oysters, but not like… a bIG drop. I don’t have 
to worry about over hot-saucing anymore 
because the roasted red pepper provides just 
the perfect amount of spiciness. “spiciness” 
was a very deliberate word choice because I 
wouldn’t say there’s much heat to it. There’s 
some, but it’s not even white-people hot. 
That’s good. A compound butter should 
provide sOme flavor, not ALL the flavor.

The dips. Oh, I tried all of them. Jalapeno 
cheddar, smoked swiss bacon Horserad-
ish, cheddar roasted red Pepper, crab Dip 
Delite, Lobster cheddar, Lobster Dip Delite, 
cheddar bacon, and your good ol’ cheddar 
cheese dip. We armed ourselves with sesame 
breadsticks, water crackers, and carrot sticks 
and put the dip in the dip-de-dip-de-dip. Oh, 
man. I just wish I’d had pretzels, too. so yeah, 
these are cheese dips, not sour cream dips. 
Potato chips aren’t going to hold up to the 
stress of this mission. I recommend getting 
them out at least 15 minutes before serving 
to let them soften up a bit and let ‘em sing.

I did something clever with the smoked 
swiss bacon Horseradish cheese dip. I’m 
half-Norwegian, so the holidays means lefse. 
I picked some up whilst out of town this 
past weekend. I almost forgot about it until 
I thought, “What else could I put this on?” 
Lefse, for the uninitiated, is like a… it’s like 
a very thin scandinavian tortilla made out 
of potatoes. by itself, it tastes like hardly 
anything, but with even just a little cinnamon 
sugar, it’s friggin’ amazing. And smoked 
swiss bacon Horseradish cheese dip? Well 
that’s just begging for something potatoey.

I like horseradish. I wish there were a little 
more horseradish in it. The word “horserad-
ish” is written small on the label because 
it’s a longer word, but it might as well be in 
parentheses, based on the flavor. It’s there, 
but barely. I want to feel it in my nose. but 
that’s me. That’s not everybody. but the 
genius of simply Parker’s is the “simply” part. 
The dips stand by themselves VerY well. 

Nothing needed. but they also work well 
as canvases if you want to get artsy-fartsy. 
I loved the Jalapeno cheddar cheese dip 
all by itself. I don’t NeeD to add anything. 
but… I might WANT to add some cumin to it. 
And I might WANT to add more horseradish 
to the smoked swiss bacon (Horseradish) 
dip. simply Parker’s dips are great on their 
own, but they also open up a lot of pos-
sibilities as kind of a jumping off point.

The sauces. simply Parker’s barbecue 
sauces are also marketed as dipping sauces. 
We’re talking their signature barbecue sauce, 
their jalapeno barbecue sauce, and their 
sweet mustard sauce. I cooked up some 
boneless/skinless chicken thighs and some 
meatballs to put these sauces to the test. 
It was recommended that I use the sweet 
mustard sauce on salmon, and I just so 
happened to have some salmon, so I broiled 
some salmon, too. Nothing too fancy in the 
preparation, but I couldn’t resist using a 
little of the garlic herb butter on the chicken 
and salmon. That was a good choice.

If you don’t like a sweet barbecue sauce, 
then simply Parker’s probably isn’t your bag. 
That’s okay. There’s a sauce out there for 
everyone. I do like a sweet barbecue sauce. I 
like to put the “candy” in “meat candy.” The 
sweetness of simply Parker’s is the same kind 
of sweetness you get from a French salad 
dressing. It doesn’t taste like French dressing, 
mind you, but it’s the same kind of sweet-
ness. but also, if you want to put barbecue 
sauce on your salad, I won’t tell your mom.

The jalapeno barbecue sauce doesn’t 
have much heat to it, either. but again, there 
Is some spiciness. Again, not even white-
people hot. but still flavorful. As advertised, 
the sweet mustard was excellent on salmon. 
Oh, my. I gotta remember that one. And I 
could dip pretzels in that stuff all day long.

come monday, Dec. 12, I have a feeling 
we’re going to have a lunchtime juggernaut 
on our hands. A successful area food pro-
ducer and distributor who always demon-
strates a firm grasp on flavors is going to be 
serving up some lunchtime trouble. The good 
kind of trouble. The delicious kind of trouble.

Let’s get into trouble. n
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Waiting 
for Dahlia
A children’s book written by Dubuque 
author Michelle Rodriguez and 
illustrated by Swapan Debnath

By John McAndrew

Dannie and her big sister Dahlia 
are the best of friends shar-
ing walks, talks, and dreams.

One day, Dahlia doesn’t come 
home. Where has she gone? As Dan-
nie struggles to understand where her 
big sister is, she learns the power of 
Dahlia’s love to help her through.

You can likely infer from that brief 
synopsis that Waiting for Dahlia is a 
book about loss, a terribly difficult 
topic to discuss with anyone, let alone 
children. but with this book, michelle 
attempts to bridge that difficult step.

Her goal is to promote discussions 
among families—particularly those with 
young children—about what death is, what 
it means, what grief is, and the steps of 
the grieving process. she also wanted to 
encourage family members to express how 
they feel about the death of a loved one.

michelle rodriguez was born and raised 
in Dubuque, graduated from senior High 
and later NIcc with an Associate Degree 
in Nursing. michelle is an avid hiker and 
paddle-boarder, she loves animals, and 
she has a passion for travel, nutrition, 
and fitness. she currently works as an 
rN in Dubuque. As a child, she often 
wrote stories and poems, and she has 
continued to write in her spare time.

Waiting for Dahlia is her 
first published book.

We were naturally curious about 
what would inspire her to tackle such a 
daunting topic with her debut effort.

“I came from a family where situa-
tions like the one in the story were never 
discussed,” explained rodriguez. “I lost 
all of my grandparents by age 12, and I 
was never asked about my thoughts or 
feelings about their deaths. Not having this 
openness was hard, especially as a child. 
I want to help other children and fami-
lies have openness. Death is a universal 
experience, and it’s so important to learn 
about it early on and how to process it 
in a healthy way from a young age.”

michelle actually wrote Waiting for 
Dahlia at the age of 17 for a creative 
writing assignment. Her instructor at 
the time encouraged her to pursue 
publishing the story. As is the case 
with so many first-time authors, she 
submitted the manuscript to various 
publishers over the years and unlike 
many writers, it was finally accepted 
and is now available for all to enjoy.

michelle worked with swapan Deb-
nath, an illustrator she met through her 
publisher. she was able to view samples 
of artists’ work and found one that fit 
her vision. even though all of their com-
munication was digital, she had a lot of 
creative freedom with this process which 
she says is one of the reasons she chose 
to publish with mirror Publishing. “As 
swapan completed each page, he submit-
ted the work to my publisher who in turn 
sent them to me for review and editing.”

so what’s next for this local tal-
ent? more kids’ books touching on 
difficult subjects to talk to kids about? 
“exactly!” says rodriguez. “I’m cur-
rently writing another children’s book 
involving a child with mental illness.”

Waiting for Dahlia is tailored to 
ages 4 to 7 and helps children under-
stand death and the grieving process at 
an age-appropriate level. You can find 
it locally at river Lights bookstore. It’s 
also available at country House Grocery 
in scales mound, IL, at e-Town cof-
fee in elizabeth, IL, and online through 
Amazon and most book retailers. n



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #423 December 8–December 21, 2022 365INK MAGAZINE  27

COLUMNISTS

Bring Your 
Holiday 
Season Up 
a Notch 
with Beef
By Hy-vee Nutritionists Megan Dalsing (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

Preparing to gather with friends and family doesn’t have 
to be stressful or time-consuming this holiday season. 

Oven roasting beef is a simple way to prepare your meal 
that doesn’t leave you tied to the kitchen. Not only is 
beef easy to cook, but it contains important nutrients 
that your body needs. beef is a high-quality source of 
protein without a long list of ingredients. There’s no 
replicating its great nutrition or taste. Here are a few of 
Hy-Vee dietitians’ top reasons and tips for choosing beef:
• The essential nutrients found in beef, like high-quality 

protein, iron, zinc and b vitamins, provide our bodies 
with the strength to thrive throughout all stages of life.

• A 3-ounce serving of lean beef provides nearly half of 
the Daily Value for protein. because protein promotes 
satiety, eating a protein-rich meal or snack makes 
you feel full longer. This can be helpful when trying 
to avoid overindulging during the holiday season.

• When choosing cuts of beef look for the term loin 
or round in the name, such as strip Loin roast 
and Tenderloin roast. The terms loin and round 
are usually good indicators that the cut is lean.

• The versatility of beef allows you to save time and 
money by cooking once and dining twice. Leftover beef 
roast makes delicious beef wraps or a topping for salad.

Try Lemon-Garlic roast with Herbed Oregano-
Horseradish sauce at your next family gathering. This 
dish includes a perfectly cooked strip roast rubbed with 
lemon peel, pepper, and garlic as well as a horserad-
ish sauce spiked with tart lemon and oregano. Add your 
favorite vegetables for a perfect meal your family is sure 
to love. Find the recipe at BeefItsWhatsForDinner.com.

For more tips on how to incorporate lean beef into 
your diet, reach out to a Hy-Vee dietitian today. And be 
sure to check out our upcoming Wellness Wednesday 
class on Dec. 14 discussing how to beef up Your meals, as 
well as our December Freezer meal Prep workshops! n

This information is not intended as medical advice.  
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

scan this Qr code  
to find your  
Hy-Vee dietitian

MATT BOOTH
cONTAcT mATT TODAY. cALL 563-590-9693 

Or emAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“WHAT A GREAT SESSION… YOU WERE SO 

ENGAGING, ENTERTAINING, AND JUST PLAIN FUN! THANK 

YOU FOR A DAY OF ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENTS WITH A SMILE.” 

—ANGI LORD, NORTH CAROLINA CLERKS ASSOCIATION

Stop Riding 
the Fence
By Matt Booth

I know there are compelling reasons for riding the 
fence. Which reasons are you using today? Are you 
overwhelmed, powerless, or tired? Did you run out 
of time? maybe you’re waiting for someone to help 
you down off the fence? Whatever the reason, you’re 
still on the fence. Let’s make this the week you get 
off the fence because success comes to you when 
you decide to do just that, get off the fence.

Do you even know when you’re riding the fence? 
It happens all the time. It can be small decisions 
like chicken or beef, Netflix or HuLu, country or 
hip hop. maybe it’s a big decision like quitting your 
job, getting engaged, filing for divorce, or chang-
ing hairstylist. (Have you ever tried to break up with a 
hairstylist?) choosing to do nothing (riding the fence) 
is just about the worst decision you can make. Decide 

what you’re going to do and do it. right or wrong, 
you’ll be further ahead by getting off the fence.

It’s not always easy to decide, and no matter what 
you choose, you may wonder if you did the right thing. 
Anytime you make a decision, you run the risk of making 
a mistake. stop worrying about screwing up. It’s part of 
the process. use this quick process to make a decision:
1. Understand. Interpret the situa-

tion to the best of your ability.
2. Decide. make a decision.
3. Take action. Follow through with your decision.
4. Pay attention. Learn from each decision.

Fence riding is a national pastime. It is also exhausting 
and unproductive. It’s momentum-breaking, demoral-
izing, and impedes progress. understand the situation, 
decide, take action, and learn from your mistakes. 
There is no better time than today to get off that fence! 
success comes to you when you do just that. n

“You write your autobiography each day by deciding 
what you focus on. Do you want what you are 
focusing on right now in your book?” —Matt Booth

LemON-GArLIc rOAsT WITH HerbeD 

OreGANO-HOrserADIsH sAuce
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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Are You 
Ready for 
the Cold 
Winter 
Months 
Ahead?
ready or not, colder winter temps are 
upon us, and it’s important to be ready 
before they get too low and things start 
to go sideways. Throughout the year, 
we’ve put together a monthly list of 
what your home may need. Let’s face it, 
taking care of your home can be daunt-
ing. but it doesn’t need to be if you 
spread it out over the course of the year 
and you address it before it becomes 
an issue. Here are some things you may 
want to do to you home in December.

Give Your Furnace TLC 
Before the Season Begins
changing furnace fi lters is so very 
important, not just for your HVAc system 
but for your household. It’s all too easy 
to skip a fi lter change when your HVAc 
equipment is tucked away out of sight, 
but this important task must be made a 
priority. Dirty furnace fi lters spell disaster 
for heating and cooling equipment, home 
comfort, and indoor air quality. It’s smart 
to check your fi lter monthly to assess its 

condition. sometimes, your system may 
require changing furnace fi lters early, 
but it’s diffi  cult to tell if you never look 
for yourself! Take a peek at the fi lter 
once a month and replace it when you 
notice it is covered in contaminants.

Get your furnace (or boiler) pro-
fessionally cleaned and checked for 
safe, effi  cient operation. Getting the 
necessary parts repaired, replaced, 
or cleaned will help reduce early 
replacements of this costly device.

Pack Your Place With 
Winter Needs
This is a no brainer in the midwest as snow 
and freezing temps are inevitable. Let’s 
be real. We’ve already had a few very 
cold days, and there are more to come. 
make sure your snow blower is tuned up, 
has a full tank of clean gas, and it’s ready 
for the heavy stuff . Grab those shovels 
out of storage, put the ice scrapers in the 
cars, and stock up on ice melt and all the 
necessary winter supplies so you’re not 
competing with others for these sought-
after items when it hits us the hardest.

Check the Caulk in 
Your Bathroom
From discolored to cracking, being ahead 
of any problems with caulk can help avoid 
future problems. consider removing and 
replacing caulk that has deteriorated. 
staying on top of these areas will help 
mold from growing and larger plumb-
ing issues from getting out of hand.

Care For Your Countertops
If you have marble, limestone, or 
granite countertops, keep them 
in shape by sealing them. using a 
product like Granite Gold helps cre-
ate a barrier to protect them against 
stains, etches, and soil buildup.

Have Your Carpet Cleaned
consider renting a rug Doctor carpet 
cleaner to clean wall-to-wall or area rugs 
and upholstery. It is the perfect way to 
prep for a season of guests popping in 
for the holidays. You will be amazed at 
how dirty it all is, and these machines 
will pull so much more dirt from the 
material than just vacuuming. n
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DEAR GWEN,
my 13-year-old nephew cries a lot. We’re 
a tight-knit family; I spend a ton of time 
at my sister’s house with her, her kids, 
and her husband. my nephew is just 
really sensitive, and I don’t think about 
it as a bad thing. He is fi ercely protec-
tive of people, even strangers! He is so 
gentle with animals and babies. He’s a 
delight. I think he will make such a dif-
ference in the world as an adult because 
his heart is so big. The problem is his 
dad. my sister’s husband is so critical of 
my nephew, both behind his back and 
to his face. It makes me so uncomfort-
able to watch him berate this sweet 
kid for being a “baby” or telling him to 
“toughen up.” behind closed doors, it’s 

even worse. my sister’s husband tells me 
all about how kids these days are too 
soft and embarrassing, etc. How can I 
show this guy that his son is a remark-
able little kid with a lot of heart? I don’t 
want to go over my sister’s head, but 
obviously, she’s not going to do any-
thing about it since she hasn’t already.
—sincerely, bugged on broadway

DEAR BUGGED ON BROADWAY,
The entire “kids are too soft these 
days” argument is so tired. People have 
been talking like that for centuries, so 
it doesn’t hold water. maybe that dad 
should be asking himself why he’s so 
sensitive. Look, I cry during car com-
mercials and when I see an older couple 

holding hands. I can’t help that I’m a 
sweetie pie, and I always have been! It 
sounds like you have a real sweetie pie 
on your hands too. but sweetie pies can 
be all sorts of things, including tough.

In honor of the current Gen Z inter-
net trend (Hello! Look at me! 30 and 
relevant!), I’ve created a list of things 
that would kill a small Victorian child 
(mostly from shock), but would not kill 
a 13-year-old in 2022: the concept of 
PTO, Walmart, a “Fluff y Towels” scented 
Yankee candle, Pope Francis, a rock-
ing horse (because ours aren’t riddled 
with lead paint), Ibuprofen, brexit, the 
female reproductive system, crocs, one 
sip of a Pbr, cruise control, free school 
lunch, the right of way, fl ash photog-
raphy, America’s abandoned malls, the 
universal remote, vape clouds, Flavor 
of Love on VH1, the common cold, 
constructivism, women in sTem, anime, 
the death of Queen Victoria, neon 
signs, child labor laws, and Pop rocks.

The list is a work in progress, but it’s 
something. I originally had T9 texting on 
the list, but realized that actually might
cause extreme distress and/or death 
to a 13-year-old in 2022. I already told 
you my age, but if I hadn’t, you’d know 

now. And sure, maybe my list won’t 
do anything for this humorless, rude 
adult man. but maybe it’ll do something 
for that kid. The marshmallows have 
to stick together with self-protective 
class clown behavior and goofs. How 
do you think I got this writing gig?
—xoxo GwenGood Advice

Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN MERFELD
GWeN merFeLD Is A sOrOrITY 

DrOPOuT AND crYbAbY, reADY AND 

WILLING TO bOss YOu ArOuND. IF 

YOu WANT TO TeLL Her sHe’s PreTTY, 

emAIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

The Gemini full moon will be in 
your communication zone, making all your 
interpersonal communications super easy. 
Communication will be so easy, in fact, it 
can be done largely with a single finger.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

Mercury enters Capricorn all up 
in your expansion zone, so get ready for self 
improvement. I don’t know how you’re going 
to pull that off. I mean, you’re already abso-
lutely perfect. You’re charming in a humble, 
self-deprecating way. You’re attractive beyond 
belief. I mean, it must be beyond belief because 
you yourself don’t believe how attractive you 
are. You’re just an excellent human being. Oh, 
wait. I got you confused with me for a second.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

With the Gemini full moon 
smack dab in your value zone, there’s going 
to be some anxiety about financial mat-
ters. Don’t blame the stars. Blame the 
holidays. And the fact that “reindeer games” 
include craps, blackjack, and baccarat.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

Get ready for waves of self-
awareness with the end of this moon cycle. With 
this comes the motivation to do what needs to 
be done. And that means sending a Termina-
tor back through time to kill John Connor.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

Bad news for your anxiety with the 
full moon in your subconscious zone. It’s going 
to be even higher than usual, bordering on para-
noia. But rest assured, you have absolutely noth-
ing to worry about. Now please, sit down. Make 
yourself at home. As you can see, I’ve laid out 
quite a feast for you. Please, by all means… eat.

vIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

You’re working hard to mark off 
everything on your holiday to-do list, aren’t you? 
Mercury must be in Capricorn or something. 
Look, whatever’s gotten your butt in gear, it 
doesn’t make you better than me just because 
I’ve barely even started my shopping. If I’d been 
born when you were born, I would have my crap 
together for the holidays, too. You’re not special.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOv 22)

It should be a time of great 
creativity with Mercury smearing its butt all 
across your creative zone. If you’re ever going 
to finish that novel, now’s the time. But don’t. 
Please, don’t. Is the world just not yet ready 
for your genius? Sure, let’s go with that.

SCORPIO
(NOv 23–NOv 29)

If you’re feeling the pull to give a 
loved one a family heirloom, you’re in luck. Ceme-
tery security is lax, and the ground ain’t frozen yet.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOv 30–DEC 17)

With the end of the year coming, 
you should make sure you tie up any loose ends. 
Make sure your stove is off, check the radon 
in your house. Make sure you tell your friends 
and family how much you love them, forgive 
your parents. Update your will and make sure 
everyone knows your burial plan. I wouldn’t 
make any meal plans too far out, though.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

To quote Timbuk 3, your “future’s 
so bright” you “gotta wear shades.” And by that, 
I mean OSHA says you gotta, so you gotta.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

Now is not the time to get 
into any more bad habits. Between Steve 
Lacy, Ed Sheeran, and Usher, there’s just no 
room for any more songs with that title.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

It could be the end of an 
important relationship. You might want to 
do it soon, though. Not because the stars 
say so, but because you’ll want to avoid 
even MORE guilt over the holidays.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

The reason you don’t think you 
have a bigoted relative is because YOU are the 
bigoted relative. The uncomfortable silences 
when you always say, “I’m so happy we don’t 
have any bigots in this family” should have 
been your first clue. Someone would have said 
something, but Grandma doesn’t have many 
holidays left. We want them to be pleasant.

COLUMNISTS

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY FAIrcHILD Is THe ONLY THING 

sTANDING beTWeeN us AND THe ceLesTIAL 

bODIes THAT WOuLD DesTrOY us ALL. 

KIND OF LIKe THe mOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

YOu cAN THANK HIm bY emAILING HIm 

AT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.




