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bilbo baggins once said he feels “like 
butter scraped over too much bread.” 
Actually, first he said he “feels thin, sort of 
stretched,” and while I can’t claim the thin 
part, I’m totally feeling him on the “too 
much bread, not enough butter” front.

With my marine Corps Toys For Tots 
season kicking into high gear, it seems like 
a thousand things are needing to happen 
at the same time, and only by the grace 
of luck am I seeming to get each thing 
done just in time. I’m like the duck skim-
ming oh-so-gracefully across the pond, 
while under the water, I’m kicking like a 
mother. And naturally, it’s my own fault.

People say to delegate, but you know 
how that works. It would take too long 
to explain how to do most of this stuff 
than to just do it myself, and I dare say, 
not just anyone can pull off the stuff I 
pull off as efficiently as I do. so here I 
am, trying to do it all, and I’m not sure 
I won’t drop a ball here and there.

It’s just like last year except for this 
year, we threw $1 million worth of scho-
lastic books into the mix, which we’re 
resorting, palleting, and sending out to 
schools and libraries at the same time as 
we’re putting for another Toys for Tots 
distribution season. And this year, for the 
first time since 2019, we’re bringing back 
the giant kids’ party at Five Flags Center 
on sunday, Dec. 11, so that’s just a giant 
event for 1,500 people that has to be 
completely planned and then executed 
alongside the toy distributions which don’t 
end until Wednesday, Dec. 21 this year. 
And, you know, I have this little news-
paper to publish every two weeks. so if 
you see cover stories written by people 
who are not me for the next month or 
so, you’ll note that I finally got around to 
delegating. but this is me, I’ll probably 
just do it myself because I’m an idiot.

I also have a torn or otherwise dam-
aged medial meniscus in my left knee 
which is super great when you’re man-
handling hundreds of cases of books. 
It’s also not a great time to lay a 12-foot 
by 18-foot flagstone parking pad by 
hand yourself, but here I am, genius boy. 
Actually, my wife, Christy, did at least 
as much work as I did on that flagstone. 
What’s the treatment for the knee? rest! 
Ha, right! Good one! so I hobble on…

And the Toys for Tots auction just 
wrapped up on Facebook. over 130 items 
raised more than $20,000 in a week. 
Who did I farm out the procurement of 
auction items to in order to make my life 
easier? No one, of course! Lunkhead! How 
about those 130 beautifully photoshopped 

auction images to help sell the pack-
ages? Who made those? I know a guy! 
From the first ask I made for a donation 
to the last item write up (12,000 total 
words), I did it all in under three weeks. 
I’m kinda proud of that. It was stupid 
to do it all myself, but there’s a little bit 
of swagger in that accomplishment.

Are you playing a tiny violin for 
me yet? or are you just exhausted 
thinking about getting and going 
to look for a tiny violin? me too!

I did get a friend to deliver 15 toy 
collection boxes for me last week 
after Paul and I delivered the first 
40 the day before. baby steps!

Next up, we just have to actually give 
those 130 packages to the winners, col-
lect the money, and tie up loose auction 
ends. Then keep delivering books to 
schools and get ready to start delivering 
20,000 toys to all of the partner agencies 
that will help us get those toys to kids.

And I have three more issues 
of 365ink to make before Christ-
mas. No problem! I got this!

Honestly, the following people have 
done tremendous things to make my life 
easier lately. Without them, even with all 
the stuff I keep doing myself, I’d drown 
in my own foolishness. so thank you 
Christy (wife) monk, Kristina (work wife) 
Nesteby, Paul (toy husband) Gilligan, Jeff 
Lenhart, Paul and sandy meyer, sarah 
Petersen (multicultural Family Center), 
Ding bell, Tony Wilhelm, the White 
Distribution crew next door to my toys, 
resources unite, the Community Foun-
dation of Greater Dubuque staff, and 
whoever makes those sausage breakfast 
sandwiches at Kwik star that come on 
the little waffles. Those are the bomb.

Follow my foolishness through to 
Christmas at facebook.com/Bryce365. 
Check out the fun video we made 
about the pains of Toys For Tots sea-
son. Yeah, I made a video. You know… 
in my free time. n
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FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH PRESENTS

Community In 
Change Human 
Education Panel
THURSDAY, NOvEmBER 10 @ 6–8 Pm
FIvE FLAGS THEATER (405 mAIN ST)
on Thursday, Nov. 10 at 6 p.m., the 
Fountain of Youth will host a trailer 
showing for Boy and expert panel 
event at Five Flags Theater.

Caprice Jones with the Fountain 
of Youth presents a compelling event 
to bring and educate a community 
change in the inequalities and bar-
riers in our society. This event will 

especially focus on how black boys 
and men are viewed and treated.

Boy follows five black men who 
discuss their lives and their experi-
ences growing up black and how that 
impacted their childhoods and adult lives. 
Cparice Jones is featured in the trailer.

Afterwards, a panel of leaders will dis-
cuss how to assist those who face racial, 
social, and economic disparities and bring 
to light the deeper-rooted issues that 
our community members face daily.

The mission of the Fountain of Youth is 
to change the mindsets that contribute to 
generational poverty. In order to achieve 
this, they work with underprivileged adults 
in the Dubuque community to help them 
rewrite their narratives. Through this 
process, participants’ stories change from 
the crisis-to-crisis mentality into one of 
future-mindedness. Join them on Thurs-
day, Nov. 10, to be a part of the discussion, 
but also to be a part of the change as you 
find out what resources and steps are next 
to create a changed and better world.

This free community event is expected 
to educate more than 400 guests who 
will then spread the knowledge learned 
into their schools, businesses, and homes. 
For more information, contact the Foun-
tain of Youth at 563-587-8316 or visit 
TheFountainOfYouthProgram.org. n

veterans Day 
Ceremony
FRIDAY, NOvEmBER 11 @ 10:30 Am
DUBUQUE ICE ARENA  
(1800 ADmIRAL SHEEHY DR)
Join the Dubuque American Legion Post 
#6 for the veterans Day Ceremony on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at 10:30 a.m., at the Dubuque 
Ice Arena on Chaplain schmitt Island. All 
Tri-state veterans’ organizations and mili-
tary units are encouraged to participate.

The featured keynote speaker is 
Christina schauer. Christina served in 

the u.s. Army reserve with the 389th 

engineer battalion, stationed at Dubuque, 
from 1999 to 2007. During this time, 
she spent a year in bagdad, Iraq, as a 
combat medic in operation Iraqi Free-
dom. Following her return, she com-
pleted nursing school at the university of 
Illinois Chicago and became a Trauma/
surgical ICu registered Nurse at Loyola 
university medical Center. While work-
ing as a nurse, she received her master’s 
degree from Loyola university Chicago to 
become a board-certified clinical nurse 
specialist. Today, Christina is the Direc-
tor of Clinical and Professional Develop-
ment and magnet Program Director at 
mercy one Dubuque medical Center. 
she also leads the military and veteran 
health care program for mercy one 
Dubuque, Clinton, and Dyersville, IA.

music will be included in the program. 
Heather Cunard will sing the national 
anthem. The east Dubuque Drum and 
bugle Corp and Dubuque Fire Pipe and 
Drums will participate in the ceremony.

everyone is invited to attend 
the annual Chili Luncheon at the 
American Legion Club House, 1306 
Delhi st, at 11:30 a.m. Chili will 
be available for $1 per bowl.

For more information, contact 
Tom Walsh at 563-663-5444. n

PHOTO: BOB FELDERMAN

EvEnts
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THu 11/10

Community 
Conversation: 
Education
5–7 Pm @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Nov. 10 at 5 p.m. at Carnegie-
Stout Public Library, Nov. 
14 at 5:30 p.m. at Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Nov. 
15 at 5 p.m. at Presentation 
Lantern Center, Nov. 16 at 
5 p.m. at NICC Town Clock 
Campus, and Nov. 17 at 5 p.m. 
at Loras College. When you 
share your experiences, you 
are influencing the future 
of Dubuque. Your input will 
help create the Community 
Equity Profile, which will help 
all people co-create a region 
where everyone can thrive. 
Each month, you will have 
a chance to participate in 
conversations about different 

topics. November focuses on 
education. All are welcome to 
join the discussion. Together, 
we can build a community 
where everyone has access 
to resources and oppor-
tunities. 563-588-2700. 
dbqfoundation.org/ 
equityprofile.

Champagne & 
Chocolates
6–9 Pm @ NATIONAL 

mISSISSIPPI RIvER 

mUSEUm & AQUARIUm

Enjoy two free glasses of 
champagne, live music by 
Ralph Kluseman, assortment 
of desserts, cash bar, and 
store discounts. Find the 
perfect gift for everyone on 
your list. The River Museum 
store is stocked with a 
wide variety of clothing, 
jewelry, home décor, holiday 
decorations, children’s toys, 

local specialty items, and 
more. Special discounts 
include 25% off local wines, 
30% off regularly priced 
merchandise, and 40% off 
holiday items. Ages 21+. $10 
Members, $15 non-members. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
rivermuseum.com.

sAT 11/12

Almost Famous 
Dance Presents 
“merry Grinchmas”
10 Am AND 4 Pm  

@ FIvE FLAGS THEATER

Join Almost Famous for their 
Winter Dance Recital, “Merry 
Grinchmas.” The Dyersville 
show begins at 10 a.m. 
folllowed by the Monticello 
show at 4 p.m. $16–$26. 405 
Main St. 563-589-4254. 
FiveFlagsCenter.com.

suN 11/13

Open House & Ski/
Snowboard Swap
9 Am–5 Pm @ SUNDOWN 

mOUNTAIN RESORT

Enjoy chairlift rides, food from 
Grillbilly’s BBQ, live music 
from 1 to 5 p.m. from Nate 
Jenkins, and visit the swap 
meet to buy and sell gently-
used ski equipment. Plus, this 
is your last chance to purchase 
either your Weekend or Week-
day Warrior Pass and Full Sea-
son Pass before the final price 
increase on Nov. 14. 16991 
Asbury Rd. 563-556-6676. 
sundownmtn.com.

viva la musique
2 Pm @ WESTmINSTER 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Music by French composers 
performed by the UD String 
Ensemble and the Dubuque 

Community String Orchestra. 
The concert includes selec-
tions from “The Carnival of 
Animals” featuring soloist 
Luke Tyler, DA, and Roger 
Tyler, piano; Dr. Hillard 
Salas, MD, and Brady Potts, 
a sophomore music major, 
violin; and Josette Robertson, 
a senior music major, clarinet. 
Free. 2155 University Ave. 
dbq.edu.

moN 11/14

The Healing Oils 
of Gratitude
6–7:30 Pm @ SHALOm 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Participants will create a 
blend of Gratitude oil which 
will be applied to diffuser 
beads on a bracelet. Facilita-
tor Mari Hammel will share 
how spending a few minutes 
a day to acknowledge and 
absorb life’s positive attri-
butes can significantly impact 
one’s overall well-being. 
Participants will receive 
one bracelet, a roller bottle 

of the essential oil blend, 
and one Gratitude journal. 
RSVP by Nov. 11. $20. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

Julien Chamber Choir: 
vices and virtues
7:30 Pm @ GALENA CENTER 

FOR THE ARTS (GALENA, IL)

The Julien Chamber Choir, 
directed by Kristen Eby, 
present their fall concert. The 
20-voice ensemble will per-
form works by Hassler, Chil-
cott, Lauridsen and Rutter. 
Founded in 1999, the Julien 
Chamber Choir is made up 
of professional and amateur 
musicians from around the 
Tri-State area, and performs 
a wide variety of choral 
styles. Donations requested, 
students free. 971 Gear St, 
Galena, IL. 815-402-3111. 
GalenaCenterFortheArts.com.

EvENTS
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Dubuque Fighting Saints Hockey
vS mUSKEGON LUmBERJACKS: NOvEmBER 18 AND 19 @ 7:05 Pm
vS CHICAGO STEEL: NOvEmBER 25 @ 7:05 Pm
vS DES mOINES BUCCANEERS: NOvEmBER 26 @ 7:05 Pm
vS CEDAR RAPIDS ROUGHRIDERS: DECEmBER 3 @ 7:05 Pm
vS mUSKEGON LUmBERJACKS: DECEmBER 4 @ 3:05 Pm
DUBUQUE ICE ARENA (1800 ADmIRAL SHEEHY DR)
With a massive replacement project 
completed on the ice sheet, the arena 
is ready to rock, just in time for another 
exciting season of usHL Hockey featur-
ing our own Dubuque Fighting saints.

They return to the ice on Nov. 18 and 
19 against the muskegon Lumberjacks, 
and it’s military Appreciation Night on 
that saturday. The home games continue 
on Thanksgiving weekend with Chicago 
steel on Nov. 25 and the Des moines 
buccaneers on Nov. 26. Then, they take 
on the Cedar rapids roughriders on 

Dec. 3. bring a stuffed toy and toss it 
on the ice during the Teddy bear Toss, 
benefitting Toys for Tots. The mus-
kegon Lumberjacks return on Dec. 4.

You can listen to the action on the 
saints official radio partner eagle 102.3 
or watch the action live on FloHockey.

single game tickets range from $13 
to $25. season tickets start at just $249. 
Flex plans are also available for a mini-
mum of five games starting at just $9 a 
game. For tickets and more information, 
visit DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n

Galena Nouveau 
Wine Weekend
NOvEmBER 18 AND 19
vARIOUS LOCATIONS IN GALENA, IL
What could be better to celebrate the 
harvest season than with an invitation to 
one of Galena’s most celebrated week-
ends of the year? That would be the 
Galena Nouveau Wine Weekend slated 
for Friday, Nov. 18 and saturday, Nov. 19.

Centering around Galena Cellars 
vineyard & Winery, the 38th Annual Nou-
veau is always held the third Thursday 
of November and showcases the annual 
release of Le beaujolais Nouveau which 
refers to the practice of bottling the first 
wine of the harvest just a few weeks after 
fermentation. usually light-bodied and 
affordable, Nouveau wine brings people 
together to celebrate the harvest.

The Nouveau invitation holds much 
in store for those attending the French-
infused, century-plus tradition. Kicked off in 
Galena in 1985 by Galena Cellars, Nouveau 
Wine Weekend has grown to become a full-
blown community celebration that revolves 
around all things that are wine—particu-
larly Galena Cellars’ 2022 Nouveau wine.

The weekend activities get underway 
at noon on Friday, Nov. 18, when the new 
wine is officially released with a toast at 
Galena Cellars opening luncheon held 
at their 111 N. main st. location. French 
stew served in a freshly baked bread 
bowl with a garnish of fruit and brie 
cheese plus a cheese and charcute-
rie reception prior to lunch, and local 
coffee and cookies following ($50).

The afternoon kicks off at 2:30 p.m. 
with a parade of revelers assembling for a 
trek down Galena’s main street in assorted 
modes of transportation from horse-drawn 
wagons to trollies as the Nouveau wine is 
handed out to Galena merchants who sport 
the Nouveau posters in their shop windows.

Local restaurants and Galena busi-
nesses continue the celebration all 
weekend with live music, wine tastings, 
dinner specials, and receptions. Galena 
Cellars will also be open for tours and 
tastings all weekend. For more informa-
tion, visit NouveauWeekend.com. n
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Tue 11/15

virtual Live: Leading 
for Results When 
Your Workforce is 
In-Person and virtual
9–10 Am @ ONLINE

As a leader in today’s world, 
you face a variety of chal-
lenges, and if you’re leading 
employees in person and 
virtually at the same time, 
you still must drive connec-
tion, trust, teamwork and 
performance. In this high-
energy interactive webinar 
presentation, acclaimed 
behavioral researcher, 
speaker, and bestselling 
author Jason Dorsey offers 
you new perspectives on 
how to lead for connection. 
$79. 844-642-2338 x1399. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

Estate Planning 
Seminar
5:30–7 Pm @ SOUTHWEST 

HEALTH (PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Join Southwest Health and 
Mound City Bank as they 
host a panel of experts and 
guest speakers including 
an attorney, social worker, 
Veterans Services, and more. 
Attendees will leave feeling 
more confident in their estate 
plans. A light dinner will be 
provided. RSVP by Nov. 9. 
Free. 1400 Eastside Rd, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-342-4704. 
southwesthealth.org/ 
estate-planning.

Healing Grounds: 
Connecting 
Regeneration, 
Farming and 
Reparations
7–8 Pm @ ONLINE

Liz Carlisle, Assistant 
Professor at the University of 
California Santa Barbara, will 
present on a powerful land 
movement happening in this 
country: she has followed 
the story of four Indigenous, 

Black, Latinx and Asian Ameri-
can regenerative farmers who 
are reviving their ancestors’ 
methods of growing food. 
These techniques are long 
suppressed by the industrial 
food system. These farmers 
are restoring native prairies, 
nurturing beneficial fungi and 
enriching soil health. She will 
help us understand that we 
can not only heal our planet, 
we can also heal our commu-
nities and ourselves. RSVP by 
Nov. 14. $10. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

WeD 11/16

Lunch & Learn: 
vermicomposting
NOON–1 Pm @ CONvIvIUm 

URBAN FARmSTEAD

Worm composting is using 
worms to recycle food scraps 

and other organic material 
into a valuable soil amend-
ment called vermicompost, 
or worm compost. Worm 
castings are one of the 
best soil amendments and 
fertilizers nature provides! 
Vermicompost can be used 
both to help your indoor 
plants and your outdoor gar-
den. Instructed by Convivium 
Farm Manager A.J. Free. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

She Unites: Creating 
a Financial Journey 
For Long-Term 
Success
6–7:30 Pm @ 7 HILLS 

EvENT CENTER

Rachel FitzPatrick will speak 
on how to create a financial 
plan that is not only of sound 
logic but one that helps you 
to create the life you desire. 

Money does equal freedom in 
many ways, so let’s educate 
ourselves and set ourselves 
up for financial success in the 
future. An inclusive women’s 
group working to connect 
women across the region 
through education, philan-
thropy, mutual support, and 
more. Free. 1098 Jackson St. 
sheUnitesIowa.com.

movie Screening: 
C’mon C’mon
6 Pm @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AIGLER AUDITORIUm

Starring Joaquin Phoenix 
and Woody Norman, C’mon 
C’mon is a black-and-
white drama about a radio 
journalist who embarks on 
a cross-country trip with his 
young nephew. The movie is 
1 hour 49 minutes long and 
is rated R for “language.” 

Closed captioning or subtitles 
will be turned on. Free. 
360 W 11th St. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

FrI 11/18

Ramboree
6 Pm @ HAPPY’S PLACE

The Dubuque Senior Rams 
Booster Club is hosting its 
40th Annual Ramboree Fall 
Auction. Dinner, drinks, 
bake sale, raffles, games, 
and Rams apparel for sale. 
Silent auction with online 
bidding at 6 p.m. Live auction 
at 7:30 p.m.. Supporting 
Dubuque Senior High School 
academics, arts, activities, 
and athletics. Free. 2323 
Rockdale Rd. 563-552-5521. 
ramboosterclub.org/events.
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Attitude of 
Gratitude
SATURDAY, NOvEmBER 19 @ 4:30 Pm
GRAND RIvER CENTER (500 BELL ST)
opening Doors’ annual fall gala is 
celebrating 21 years. since that time, 
more than 4,300 women and children 
have stepped through the doorways of 
hope on their journey to self-sufficiency. 
The 21st annual Attitude of Gratitude 
takes place on saturday, Nov. 19 at 
the Grand river Center ballroom.

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. with cock-
tails and music by Tapestry, along with 
an up-close look at more than 120 
silent auction packages. The program 

starts at 6:30 p.m. with hosts bobbi 
earles and Jeff vaassen. Plated din-
ner menu features roast beef sirloin.

online bidding is now open and 
closes at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 19 at 
openingdoors.home.qtego.net. raffle 
tickets are $5 and are available in advance 
(call 563-582-7480) or at the event. Ticket 
options include a $300 “Dine Around Town” 
package or the 50/50 cash raffle. Winners 
announced the evening of the event, and 
they do not need to be present to win.

opening Doors is a nonprofit orga-
nization that helps women and children 
who are experiencing homelessness. 
They provide goal setting and life skills 
training that enable the women to 
achieve their full potential. They offer a 
hand up in the world, not a handout.

Teresa shelter offers emergency and 
extended stay programs. maria House 
offers transitional housing for up to two 
years. Francis Apartments offers an 
opportunity for income-based afford-
able housing with support services.

Join opening Doors on this night 
of celebration, gratitude, and gen-
erosity. Tickets are $75 for indi-
viduals, and a sponsored table of 10 is 
$800. Cash donations are welcome. 
For registration information, visit 
OpeningDoorsDBQ.org/AOG. n

PHOTO: RON TIGGES—DIGITALDUBUQUE.COM

Clint Black feat. 
Lisa Hartman 
Black: mostly 
Hits and the mrs
WITH SPECIAL GUEST LILY PEARL BLACK
SUNDAY, NOvEmBER 20 @ 7:30 Pm
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 mAIN ST)
Grammy-winning Country superstar 
Clint black, his wife Lisa Hartman 
black, and special guest Lily Pearl 
black head to the Five Flags Arena 
for the mostly Hits and the mrs tour 
on sunday, Nov. 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Clint black surged to superstardom 
leading the fabled Class of ’89, with five 
consecutive singles from his triple plati-
num debut album, Killin’ Time, reaching 

No. 1; a feat never accomplished before 
in any music genre. He followed that with 
his second album, certified triple platinum 
Put Yourself in My Shoes, along with a 
string of certified gold and multi-platinum 
albums. black has earned 22 No. 1 singles 
and 31 Top 10s. He has sold more than 20 
million records and has received dozens 
of major awards and nominations includ-
ing a Grammy and stars on both the music 
City and Hollywood Walk of Fames.

Lisa Hartman black starred in the 
iconic Tv show Knots Landing, which 
launched her career in a formidable 
array of movies and mini-series. With 
her prowess as an actress and her high 
TvQ, Lisa assured top ratings for the 
networks. Lisa and Clint starred together 
in Still Holding On: The Legend of Cadil-
lac Jack” and “Flicka: Country Pride. Lily 
Pearl joined in the cast of the latter at 
age nine. Clint and Lisa released their 
Grammy-nominated duet, “When I said 
I Do,” in 1999, which won an Academy 
of Country music Award. The two were 
a part of The Masked Singer, season 4, 
as the first-ever duo, “The snow owls.”

Tickets are $43–$122 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #421 November 10–November 22, 2022 365INK MAGAZINE  11

EvENTS

sAT 11/19

Fall into Winter  
Craft Show
9 Am–3 Pm @ GALENA ARC 

GYmNASIUm (GALENA, IL)

The Workshop hosts local 
crafters, food stands, a bake 
sale, raffle, and kids’ Christ-
mas shop where kids can 
shop for their favorite adults 
for $10 or less. All proceeds 
will help provide services 
to adults with disabilities at 
The Workshop in Galena, 
IL. $3; free ages 10 and 
under. 11084 W US Hwy 20, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2211 x409. 
theworkshopgalena.org.

Dubuque Tweed Ride
10 Am @ mONK’S

Money raised goes to Donna 
Ginter’s Free Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Dress in tweed and 
grab some raffle tickets! 

Meeting places are as follows: 
Monk’s at 10 a.m., Jubeck 
New World Brewing at noon, 
Washington Park at 2 p.m., 
7 Hills Brewing Co. at 4 p.m., 
and Dimensional Brewing Co. 
at 6 p.m. There will be a little 
bike ride between each place. 
Find the “Dubuque Tweed 
Ride” event on Facebook.

Polar Plunge
11 Am @ CHURCH OF THE 

NATIvITY PARKING LOT

The Polar Plunge is a 
signature fundraiser for 
Special Olympics where 
individuals and organiza-
tions raise money to support 
Special Olympics Iowa by 
jumping into frigid waters. 
Costumes are encouraged. 
Post party includes food, 
music, prizes, and fun. 1225 
Alta Vista St. 515-986-5520. 
soiowa.org/polar-plunge.

8th Annual Turkey 
Giveaway
11 Am @ COmISKEY 

PARK REC CENTER

The Dubuque NAACP is 
giving away free turkeys, 
one per family, until they run 
out. Donations in incre-
ments of $15 are welcome 
through Nov. 10. 255 E. 
24th St. 563-594-0652. 
facebook.com/ 
DubuquenAACP.

I Know Jack 
Foundation 
Fundraiser
2 Pm @ THE CORNER 

TAPROOm (CASCADE, IA)

I Know Jack Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization that 
was inspired by Jack Hoeger 
who was diagnosed with 
a rare form of brain cancer 
at the age of 5. Jack fought 
hard throughout treatment 

and has been in remission 
ever since. The foundation 
helps tell Jack’s story and 
creates fundraising and 
lobbying opportunities to 
support cancer funding. Their 
mission is to raise funds to 
support cancer patients and 
their families from diagnosis 
to survivorship. 201 1st Ave, 
Cascade, IA. 563-852-3700. 
facebook.com/ 
Cornertaproom.

The Generals 
Christmas Ball
5–9 Pm @ DESOTO HOUSE 

HOTEL (GALENA, IL)

Join The Galena Generals for 
a night of dinner, dancing, 
music and fun with the Gale-
na’s nine Civil War Generals. 
Period music by The Fever 
River String Band and danc-
ing in the Grand Ballroom 
with dance callers John and 

Elaine Masciale. Silent auction 
items will be available. Period 
dress is encouraged but not 
required. Help support one 
of Galena’s most unique 
and celebrated organiza-
tions. $50. 230 S Main St, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-0090. 
visitGalena.org.

suN 11/20

2nd Annual Cowboy 
Christmas
10 Am–3 Pm @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Jodi & KT Invite You to shop 
new and used equine tack 
and equipment, coun-
try- and farmhouse-style 
décor, and boho chic- and 
western-style apparel. $2. 
14569 Old Highway Rd. 
facebook.com/JodiandKt.

mystery Dinner 
Theater:  
A murder in King 
Ferdinand’s Court
5–7 Pm @ STONE CLIFF  

WINERY

The good people of Thessex 
join together for the Annual 
Feast of Friendship and Brute 
Force, or, as it’s commonly 
called: “phhbbbt.” But not 
everyone’s so friendly… 
Hopefully the court jester, 
Hugh Moore, and the royal 
taste tester, Saul Menella, 
will keep the royal family 
and everyone else in the 
kingdom alive and well and 
in good spirits, but don’t 
count on it. Includes a four 
course meal, beverage, and 
theater. Presented by the 
Brew Ha Ha Players. RSVP. 
$59.95. 600 Star Brewery 
Dr. 563-583-6100 x203. 
stonecliffwinery.com.
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Annual Ginter 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner
THURSDAY, NOvEmBER 24 @ NOON
JOLIET EvENT CENTER (781 LOCUST ST)
The Ginter family Thanksgiving meal 
will begin at noon on Thanksgiving 
Day, Thursday, Nov. 24, at the Joliet 
event Center. Deliveries for people 
unable to leave their homes can be 
scheduled by calling 563-583-8535.

The event, which dates back 
to 1962, is a passion for the Ginter 
family. It provides a free, in-person 
Thanksgiving meal as well as meal 
deliveries to people unable to leave 
their homes. In 2019, 400 volunteers 
provided more than 2,500 meals.

each year, hundreds of community 
members give generously to sup-
port the annual meal. If you’re feel-
ing generous, drop off a donation 
at the West Dubuque Tap or mail a 
check to Ginter Thanksgiving meal, 
P.o. box 512, Dubuque, IA 52004.

For more information or to volun-
teer delivering meals, call the West 
Dubuque Tap at 563-556-9647. n

Free East 
Dubuque 
Thanksgiving 
meals
THURSDAY, NOvEmBER 24  
@ 10 Am–2 Pm
EAST DUBUQUE, IL
once again, the east Dubuque Lions 
Club will provide free Thanksgiving 
dinners to the east Dubuque, IL, com-
munity. enjoy a hot meal including 
turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuff-
ing, corn, dinner roll, and dessert. It is 
not income-based; anyone who wants 
it gets it. You can pick up your meal or 
they can deliver on Thanksgiving Day.

Last year they provided 544 meals 
to the community with the help of 
many volunteers. speaking of vol-
unteers, join the crew to help deliver 
meals in the community or drop off 
donations to help offset the costs.

Call 815-747-9049 to reserve your 
Thanksgiving dinner or to volunteer. n

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers market
SATURDAYS THROUGH APRIL 29  
@ 9 Am–NOON
KENNEDY mALL WEST CONCOURSE  
(555 JFK RD)
Just because it gets a little cold out-
side and gardens go to sleep for the 
season, it does not mean that the fresh, 
delicious, and creative locally-sourced 
grown and baked goodies are not read-
ily accessible. Head to the Dubuque 
Winter Farmers market every satur-
day from 9 a.m. to noon, November 
to April, at Kennedy mall in the West 
Concourse next to Planet Fitness. There 
will be no market on Dec. 24 and 31.

Dubuque Winter Farmers market picks 
up right where the summer market left 
off with bushels of healthy, locally grown 
goodness. Discover veggies, eggs, honey, 
beef, maple syrup, pork, baked goods, 
chicken, flowers, candy, and much more.

And because it opens at 9 a.m., you 
don’t have to get up at the crack of dawn 
to get your pick of the goodies. Come and 
see the bounty that continues year round 
in our community with a saturday morn-
ing shopping outing pop-in at market!

Don’t forget: You can use your sNAP/
ebT card if you’re trying to eat healthy on 
a budget. stop by the information table at 
the front entrance to learn more. We also 
suggest signing up for their useful weekly 
newsletter. sign up and find out more 
information at WinterMarketDBQ.com. n

PHOTO: WFM MARKET MANAGER
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THu 11/24

50th Annual 
Turkey Trot
9 Am @ WAHLERT 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Runners age six and older can 
compete in a 2.5- and 5-mile 
course. A certificate for a 
frozen turkey will be awarded 
to the first place finisher in 
each age division. $15. 2005 
Kane St. 563-583-9771. 
HolyFamilyDBQ.org/ 
turkey-trot.

FrI 11/25

The Great Swiss 
Gnome Hunt
9 Am–3 Pm @ SWISS 

vALLEY NATURE 

PRESERvE (PEOSTA, IA)

Every year, Swiss Valley 
staff report sightings of tiny 
men in red hats hiding out 
in nooks and crannies along 
the trails of the preserve. 
Gnomes are known to be 
highly skilled wood work-
ers and deeply care for 

nature may be why they 
are found in the preserve. 
Clues will be posted about 
their location closer to the 
event. Sponsored by the 
Friends of Dubuque County 
Conservation Board. Free. 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

sAT 11/26

Santa’s Arrival & 
Jeep Jingle Parade
5 Pm @ mAIN ST, GALENA, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Claus will 
be joined by a brightly lit 
parade with decorated Jeeps 
down Galena’s Main Street. 
Weather permitting, kids 
can hop on the trolleys and 
ride down Main with Santa as 
well. Santa will then light the 

city tree by the Old Market 
House at 6 p.m. with photo 
ops for kids until 7 p.m. Free 
activities for kids. The parade 
is a holiday fundraiser for 
Riverview Center to benefit 
families affected by domestic 
violence. Enter your Jeep by 
donating at $25 gift card for 
domestic violence survivors. 
Register your Jeep by Nov. 13. 
ms_spyder@outlook.com.

Head Lamp Hike
6 Pm @ PROvING GROUNDS 

RECREATION AREA

Discover the magic of hiking 
at night, where even the 
most familiar trails reveal 
unique sights and sounds. 
Under a blanket of stars learn 
all about the surrounding 
nocturnal forest. This hike is 
could be adapted to many 
experience levels, but partici-
pants should feel comfortable 

walking on uneven terrain 
for 2–3 miles. You bring 
the hiking boots and head 
lamps and Dubuque County 
Conservation will provide 
lasting memories. Due to the 
nature of the single-track 
trails you will be traversing, 
if it is wet, the event will be 
cancelled. Free. 10616 W John 
Deere Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Bellevue’s 
Annual Lighted 
Christmas Parade 
& Fireworks Show
7–9 Pm @ RIvERvIEW 

ST, BELLEvUE, IA

The parade will begin at 
7 p.m. with fireworks imme-
diately to follow. Best Overall 
Float winner gets $200 to 
donate to a local charity of 
their choice. Brightest Float 
gets $100 to donate to a local 
charity of their choice. Hosted 
by the Bellevue Chamber of 
Commerce and River Ridge 
Brewing. 563-872-5830. 
bellevueiachamber.org.

moN 11/28

Craft Cocktails:  
The Art of the 
Perfect Drink
6–7:30 Pm @ BRAZEN 

OPEN KITCHEN

Here’s a great idea for a date 
night, girl’s or guy’s night, 
or no reason at all night out. 
Mixing the perfect drink is 
an art. Join Brazen’s Bar 
Manager, Jon Roling, for 
an introductory course on 
everything you will need to 
become a beginner mixolo-
gist. Become familiar with 
basic recipes and learn how 
to blend spirits in new ways 
to create your own signature 
drink. Ages 21+. $45. 
955 Washington St, Ste 101. 
844-642-2338 x1399. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

Tue 11/29

Getting Through 
the Holidays
6:30–8 Pm @ SHALOm 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER

The holidays can be particu-
larly challenging for those 
who are grieving. Facilitator 
Mary Potter Kenyon will share 
how to face the challenge 
of holiday grieving during 
this evening program, fol-
lowed by time for discus-
sion and sharing. RSVP by 
Nov. 25. Freewill offering. 
1001 Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
vIeW our FuLL eveNT LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

SUNDAY

Just Friends 
50+ Brunch
LAST SUN

12:30 Pm @ vARIOUS 

LOCATIONS

Join for brunch and good 
company. Contact Maureen 
Tyne for location, newslet-
ter, and more informa-
tion. 815-297-3308.

Arcade meetup 
LGBTQ+ Social
3RD SUN

3–5 Pm @ BACKPOCKET 

DUBUQUE

Gathering for LGBTQ+ com-
munity and allies. All ages. 
333 E 10th St. facebook.com/ 
DubuqueLGBtQ.

MONDAY

Social Connections 
for Singles: Cards
mON

5:30 Pm @ DENNY’S 

LUX CLUB

All single people of any 
age are invited to join 
for cards at 6 p.m. 3050 
Asbury Rd. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
3RD mON

6:30–8 Pm @ DBQ CO 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ASBURY 

BRANCH (ASBURY, IA)

Cultivate a community who 
is good without God. Free. 
5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
1ST TUE & SAT

10 Am @ NATIONAL 

mISSISSIPPI RIvER 

mUSEUm & AQUARIUm

Discover the ABCs through 
hands-on and active activi-
ties. RSVP suggested. Ages 
2–5 with parent/caregiver. 
$10 for non-members; $8 
for members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

WEDNESDAY

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED

5:30 Pm @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AND ONLINE

Overcome your fear of 
speaking in front of a group 
and develop the skills to 
give an organized, dynamic, 
and interesting presentation 
while also building your con-
fidence. Ages 18+. Free. 360 
W 11th St. facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Green Drinks
2ND WED

6 Pm @ SmOKESTACK

Have a drink with environ-
mentally-minded friends and 
discuss local issues concern-
ing global environmental 
challenges with grassroots 
advocacy, collaborative 
actions and science-based 
resources which support 
transparency, accountability, 
and citizen empowerment. 62 
E 7th St. GreenDubuque.org.

She Unites
3RD WED

6–7:30 Pm @ 7 HILLS 

EvENT CENTER

An inclusive women’s group 
working to connect women 
across the region through 
education, philanthropy, 
mutual support, and more. 
Free. 1098 Jackson St. 
sheUnitesIowa.com.

makers & Shakers 
Art Party
3RD WED THROUGH NOv

6:30–8 Pm @ SHAKE RAG  

LIND PAvILION 

(mINERAL POINT, WI)

Create a different project 
each month using new mate-
rials and techniques. Supplies 
included. Ages 12+. RSVP. 
$5. 411 Commerce St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org/art-party.

She Unites: Rise
2ND WED THROUGH mAY

7–9 Pm @ CONvIvIUm 

URBAN FARmSTEAD

Rise is a program designed 
specifically for high school 
girls in the Dubuque area. 
She Unites is on a mission 
to equip teenage girls with 
education and skills for real 
life. It is a place for young 
women to make friends and 
find support in the transition 
to adulthood phase of life. 
Free coffee, free community, 
and free education. Free. 2811 
Jackson St. 608-218-4756. 
sheunitesiowa.com.

THURSDAY

Grandparent Tea
1ST THU

9:30–11 Am @ SHALOm 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

DINING ROOm

Celebrate the gift of grand-
parenthood over a cup of 
tea. RSVP. Freewill donation. 
1001 Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

Lunchtime meditation
THU

12:10–12:30 Pm @ ONLINE

Take a mindful moment with 
Statera. This is a free, weekly, 
guided meditation to connect 
to self using techniques that 
can lower heart rate, blood 
pressure, stress, or anxiety. 
Learn skills that are immedi-
ately useful and accessible. 
All you need is a moment in 
your day to sit and connect 
to the present moment. 
Free. 563-207-8932. 
stateraintegrated.com.

FRIDAY

Forest School
2ND AND 4TH FRI 

THROUGH mAY

10:30 Am @ vARIOUS 

LOCATIONS IN DBQ COUNTY

No event on 11/25 and 12/23. 
These programs are provided 
for any school age child 
and will be experiential and 
hands-on utilizing the great 
outdoors. RSVP required. 
Free. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Social Connections 
for Singles: 
Dinner & Cards
FRI

5 Pm @ SHOT TOWER INN

All single people of any age 
are invited to join for dinner 
followed by cards. 390 
Locust St. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

Grown-Up YogArt
3RD FRI

6–9 Pm @ CHALLENGE 

TO CHANGE

Join Challenge to Change 
for a fun, social evening of 
gentle yoga, wine, and art. 
The first hour will be spent 
in an all-levels yoga practice. 
Afterwards, you’ll have a 
chance to socialize and get 
creative in an art project 
specially selected each 
month. Wine and art supplies 
included. Ages 21+. $30. 3337 
Hillcrest Rd. 563-451-7034. 
challengetochangeinc.com.

First Fridays
1ST FRI

vARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN DUBUQUE

First Fridays is Downtown 
Dubuque’s monthly visual art 
series, hosted by galler-
ies, museums, and venues, 
celebrating Dubuque’s great 
visual arts scene. Free.

SATURDAY

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers market
SAT NOv THROUGH APRIL

9 Am–NOON @ KENNEDY 

mALL WEST CONCOURSE

No event on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Over 20 regional vendors 
offer seasonal produce, 
eggs, meats, cheeses, honey, 
maple syrup, baked goods, 
flowers, candy, and more. 
Market Tokens are available 
for purchase at the Winter 
Market Information Booth 
located in the west concourse 
next to Planet Fitness. Bring 
your own reusable shopping 
bags and drop off clean egg 
cartons, glass jars, and plastic 
clam shells. Volunteer oppor-
tunities available. 555 JFK 
Rd. wintermarketdbq.com.

Platteville Winter 
Farmer’s market
1ST & 3RD SAT THOUGH APRIL

9 Am–NOON @ 

ROUNTREE GALLERY 

(PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Find homegrown and hand-
made products from fresh 
produce and prepared food 
to stained glass and bath 
bombs. 120 W Main St, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

Lollipops & music for 
Our Preschoolers
2ND SAT THROUGH APRIL

10–10:30 Am @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Lollipops & Music for Our 
Preschoolers (L&MOP) is 
a monthly concert series 
for preschool children and 
their families. Performers 
presents a free mini-concert 
introducing children to a 
variety of musical styles 
and instruments. Children 
will leave each concert 
with a greater appreciation 
of music and a lollipop to 
enjoy! Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
All ages. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nIsOM.com.

Driftless Poets 
monthly Workshop
2ND SAT

2–4 Pm @ SHAKE RAG 

ALLEY CFA (mINERAL 

POINT, WI) AND ONLINE

Local and aspiring poets are 
invited to provide support 
and encouragement for poets 
seeking honest feedback 
on their work. RSVP. 18 
Shake Rag St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
driftlesspoets.com.
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
BLACK PANTHER: 
WAKANDA 
FOREvER (PG-13)
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28

Queen Ramonda, Shuri, 
M’Baku, Okoye, and the Dora 
Milaje fight to protect the 
kingdom of Wakanda from intervening world 
powers in the wake of King T’Challa’s death. As 
the Wakandans strive to embrace their next 
chapter, the heroes must band together with the 
help of War Dog Nakia and Everett Ross and 
forge a new path for their nation.

SPIRITED (PG-13)
FRIDAY, NOvEmBER 11  

APPLE Tv+

A musical version of the classic 
Christmas story by Charles 
Dickens. A miserly man who 
treats everyone around him 
with terrible selfishness finds himself on a 
fantastical adventure into the three phases of 
time: past, present, and future, in order to 
discover how he ended up so miserable and 
alone.

THE mENU (R)
FRIDAY, NOvEmBER 18

A young couple travels to a 
remote island to eat at an 
exclusive restaurant where the 
chef has prepared a lavish 
menu, with some shocking 
surprises. Stars Anna Taylor-Joy, Ralph Finnes, 
Nicholas Hoult.

SHE SAID (R)
FRIDAY, NOvEmBER 18

Two-time Academy Award 
nominee Carey Mulligan 
(Promising Young Woman, 
An Education) and Zoe Kazan 
(The Plot Against America 
miniseries, The Big Sick) star as New York Times 
reporters Megan Twohey and Jodi Kantor, who 
together broke one of the most important stories 
in a generation—a story that helped propel 
the #MeToo movement, shattered decades of 
silence around the subject of sexual assault in 
Hollywood, and altered American culture forever.

movie Buzz
In a recent interview 
with Total Film 
Magazine (via /Film), 
director James 
Cameron explains 
how the franchise 
plan will change if Avatar: The Way of Water 
bombs at the box office. Although Avatar is 
expected to get four sequels in total, the director 
reveals that Avatar 3 could be turned into a 
franchise conclusion if the second film 
underperforms. “We’re in a different world now 
than we were when I wrote this stuff, even. It’s 
the one-two punch—the pandemic and 
streaming. Or, conversely, maybe we’ll remind 
people what going to the theater is all about.”

As anticipation grows 
for the next mainline 
installment in the 
John Wick franchise, 
Ana de Armas’s John 
Wick spinoff movie, 
Ballerina, is looking to start filming soon as well. 
The film will be centered around the titular 
young woman who seeks to use her skills as an 
assassin to get revenge on the hitmen who killed 
her family. The concept of Ballerina world was 
first introduced in John Wick: Chapter 
3—Parabellum via Anjelica Huston’s The Director, 
the head of the Ruska Roma crime syndicate who 
also runs a ballerina show and helps Keanu 
Reeves’ character escape the dangers of New 
York in order to reach the Elder in Casablanca.

James Mangold’s 
upcoming Indiana 
Jones 5 will go 
against a wish that 
George Lucas set 
out when making 
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, to move 
away from having the Nazis as the bad guys of 
the franchise. It is expected that for at least a 
portion of Indiana Jones 5, Harrison Ford will 
be digitally de-aged so that he can portray a 
version of Indiana Jones that is similar in age 
and appearance to the original trilogy. This 
indicates that some of the runtime of Indiana 
Jones 5 could be dedicated to a WWII timeline 
with Indiana Jones fighting Nazis once again.
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Noises Off
NOvEmBER 10–12 AND 15–17 @ 6 Pm
NOvEmBER 13 @ 1 Pm
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)

The university of Dubuque’s Depart-
ment of Fine and Performing Arts 
will perform the funny farce of a play 
Noises Off at 6 p.m. on Nov. 10–12 
and 15–17 and 1 p.m. on Nov. 13, at 
the university of Dubuque’s Heritage 
Center John and Alice butler Hall.

Noises Off is a hilarious and classically 
comic play-within-a-play that features 
slamming doors, on-and off-stage intrigue, 
and a manic menagerie of mediocre actors 
rehearsing a flop called Nothing On.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children and non-uD students and can be 
purchased at the Heritage Center Farber 
box office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; 
or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

First Fridays
FRIDAY, DECEmBER 2
9 Am–5 Pm @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY (360 W 11TH ST)
5–8 Pm @ ART FACTORY (120 E 9TH ST, STE 200)
6–8 Pm @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series, hosted by 
galleries, museums, and venues, cel-
ebrating Dubuque’s great visual arts 
scene. visit all of the locations and 
celebrate our creative community. All 
stops are free unless otherwise noted.

Celebrate the holidays at Carnegie-
stout Public Library with the Holiday 
Art @ your library® show opening day 
featuring 12 local artists. enjoy the show 
while shopping around the Library’s 
18-foot Christmas tree decorated in full 

victorian splendor. Find a perfect and 
unique gift. All sales support local artists.

Art Factory presents acrylic paint-
ings by Jillian Webb. of her work, she 
says, “I create using an intuitive abstract 
expressionist approach, working to cre-
ate the essence of a place or emotion. 
Accepting the imperfections and finding 
joy through the chaos, I paint life.”

Planted. features works from a ton 
of local artists who have shown in their 
gallery space before or may be scheduled 
to show in the upcoming 2023 year. n

Reconstructed
A THEATRICAL CELEBRATION OF THE 
TENTH mUSE LITERARY mAGAZINE
NOvEmBER 18 AND 19 @ 7:30 Pm
CLARKE UNIvERSITY TERENCE 
DONAGHOE HALL (1550 CLARKE DR)

beginning at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 18 and 
19, Clarke university Theatre will proudly 
present Reconstructed: A Theatrical 
Celebration of the Tenth Muse Literary 
Magazine in Terence Donaghoe Hall. 

A first time ever collaboration between 
the Tenth Muse Literary Magazine and 
Clarke Theatre, this production celebrates 

the written word by creatively presenting 
selections from past volumes of the Tenth 
Muse within a theatrical context. This 
production will also celebrate the various 
artistic contributions to the publication 
that has made the Tenth Muse a truly 
unique aspect of the Clarke legacy. 

“We’re celebrating the work and hon-
oring it, but also arranging it in interest-
ing ways,” notes Colin muenster, Clarke’s 
Theatre Director in residence. “For 
example, we have two poems that share 
similar thematic ideas. We’ll perform 
them in a way that it seems the actors are 
having a conversation with each other.” 
Fitting with the theme of reconstruction, 
the set design has also focused heav-
ily on repurposing existing materials. 

Additionally, the production has 
received the enthusiastic support of 
Katie Fischer, a Clarke professor emerita 
of creative writing whose endowment 
supports the Tenth muse publication.

Tickets are $5. For more information, 
visit tenth-muse.squarespace.com. n
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47th Annual Christmas 
on the Square
Saturday, November 26 @ All Day 
Cable Car Square (4th & Bluff St)

By Bryce Parks

Few holiday traditions in Dubuque stretch 
back as far as santa Claus coming down the 
Fenelon Place elevator to harken in the holi-
day season after Thanksgiving. Thanks to 
the siegert family from shamrock Imports 
and Jewelers, that tradition has continued 
since the ‘70s and passes now to a new era 
of organizers who look to reinvigorate the 
family favorite event for the next generation.

once called Cable Car square Christmas 
Candlewalk and centered around a lumi-
naria display, the 47-year-old festive gath-
ering is now a full festival with a new name 
since last year: Christmas on the square.

“The name encompasses everyone on 
the square to participate and be included,” 
says organizer rylynn mcQuillen from 
square retail shop Fig Leaf. And since 
they don’t do the luminaries anymore, 
“candlewalk” clearly didn’t work. It is, 
after all, just what it says: a big celebra-
tion of Christmas on Cable Car square.

The storied event also moved last year, 
for the first time, from black Friday eve-
ning to small business saturday. When it 
was created, there really was no such thing 
as black Friday, and now that day seems 
to be mostly about big sales at big stores.

“After American express pioneered the 
idea of small business saturday in 2008,” 
rylynn explains, “the idea has gained 
momentum, getting bigger and bigger to 
support little shops and speaks to what 
we are all about on the square. so we 
said why not take a lot of work across a 
weekend and focus it into one big event.”

“In the first year, we did it on sat-
urday, and it was awesome. Great 
people turned out, so we said, let’s 
make it even bigger. A festival. Let’s 
bring more people, more things.”

What came of that is Christmas on 
the square 2022, on saturday, Nov. 26.

The day naturally includes shop-
ping on Cable Car square from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m, highlighting all of the specials 
and holiday fare that the retailers on 
the square have stocked up on for the 
gift-giving season. Christmas carolers 
will stroll from shop to shop and ser-
enade shoppers during the day too!

Dubuque main street has organized a 
great hop-on, hop-off trolly sponsored 
by Anderson Windows that will ferry 
people for free from downtown shop-
ping hot spot to hot spot. You can grab 
the lift at any of four stops: Cable Car 
square, the millwork District, Lower main 
street, and upper main street (1000 
block). The ride is free, so park once and 
let them squire you about downtown!

How about food trucks? You bet!
After you work up a hunger with all the 

shopping, from 3 to 7 p.m., a great variety 
of food trucks will set up on the square 
including Taylor Concessions, Chew on This, 
rockin 5K bbQ, The mini bar, myson’s Tacos 
and burritos, versus, and Happy Hibachi.

What’s a food truck gathering without a 
little live music? Joie Wails will be perform-
ing live at 5 p.m. to accompany your dining 
selections and shopping excursions.

but the big finish, of course, is when 
the main man himself, santa Claus comes 
down the Fenelon Place elevator at 6 p.m. 
to greet the throngs of families wait-
ing to meet him. He and mrs. Claus will 

eventually work their way to his chair near 
the stage on bluff street where kids can 
line up to get their photo with santa and 
tell him want they want for Christmas as 
generations before them have done.

Thanks to Dubuque Toys For Tots, 
all of the kids who meet santa will also 
get to go home with a little surprise gift 
from santa with the help of the Hemp-
stead High school cheerleaders who 
will be helpful elves for the event!

And if you want to show your sup-
port for Toys For Tots, please consider 

bringing a new, unwrapped toy to the 
event with you and drop it in a marine 
Corps Toys For Tots collection box 
on site. Those toys will help to make 
sure more than 5,000 underprivileged 
Tri-state kids get to experience the joy 
and magic of Christmas this year.

santa, music, food, shopping, freebies, 
kids, and the best backdrop in town… 
what more can you ask for? We’ll see your 
family at the 47th Annual Christmas on 
the square! For more information, visit 
facebook.com/CableCarSquare. n

PHOTO: RON TIGGES—DIGITALDUBUQUE.COMPHOTO: RON TIGGES—DIGITALDUBUQUE.COM
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2020 and even 2021? Did a shift to online 
shopping spell trouble for their futures or 
does customer loyalty still mean some-
thing? We asked some of Dubuque’s best 
know retailers, one for whom exceptional 
customer service sets them apart from 
big bag stores. And we’re happy to say, 
shopping locally is not dead. In Dubuque, 
it seems to have bounced back very nicely.

but before we look forward to a big 
2022, let’s remember for a moment just 
how awful 2020 was for, well, everything.

“CovID affected absolutely every-
thing surrounding holiday shopping in 
2020,” shares sara Carpenter, president 
of steve’s Ace Home & Garden. “Instead 
of packed stores, we were limiting how 
many people could safely be in the 
store at one time, and unfortunately 
that made only people who were mis-
sion shoppers the ones in the stores.”

ben Graham, owner of Graham’s store 
for men & Women at 9th and main st in 
downtown Dubuque reminds us just 
how much wasn’t happening. “No one 
hosted Christmas parties for the offices 
and customers, and family get-togethers 
were scaled back greatly. No Dubuque 
symphony Holiday concerts, half capac-
ity at the Nutcracker, and so on. The back 
third of our store was irrelevant. Dress 
shirts, ties, suits, top coats, and dressy 
shoes did not move the needle at all.”

Theisen’s in Dubuque is certainly 
the closest competitor to the big box 
stores among locally owned retailers. 
We talked to Keri Hanson, director of 
marketing for Theisen’s, to see if things 
were basically the same for everyone 
regardless of the size of the store.

“CovID certainly had many impacts on 
our operations over the last two years,” 
shared Keri. “In 2020, we decided to 
offer our black Friday Now series of deals 
throughout october and early November 
to allow customers the opportunity to 
access our great assortment of brands 
with black Friday pricing outside of a tra-
ditional three-day shopping rush. We also 
created five days’ worth of savings around 
black Friday and Cyber monday to allow 
customers more time and less need to 
rush in. And we offered our sales online to 
make buy-online-Pickup-In-store (boPIs) 
a seamless process for customers wanting 
to shop from the comfort of their home.”

but they all found a silver lining in 
the darkness, all thanks to the loyalty of 
their dedicated local customer base.

“Thankfully our customers have been 
very loyal and took advantage of our website 
to do their shopping,” says sara, “and they 
tended to opt for curbside pickup instead of 
doing their own shopping. our team defi-
nitely got very creative and made the most 
of the unusual situation, opting for clever 
no-contact photo opportunities and offering 
excellent customer service via the phone 
and social media to help guests choose the 
perfect gift without being there in person.”

ben concurs, “I will say that our custom-
ers did come out in big numbers to buy 
casual clothing in a big way. They wanted 
service and an experience. They wanted to 
be extra kind and generous to the people 
who were dear to them. We did a lot of 
home delivery, and we put a lot of gift-
wrapped presents in the trunks of cars.

everyone agrees that black Friday and 
small business saturday were not real 

Is Black 
Friday 
Back in 
Dubuque?
By Bryce Parks

Did you know the term black Friday 
started back in 1869 when the price of gold 
dropped drastically, causing Wall street 
financiers to lose millions? The day came to 
be known as “black Friday.” over time, the 
day has evolved into a term for retailers to 
help ensure they would be able to finish 
the year in the black with strong profits.

retailers are hoping for a further 
return to normal following a disastrous 
2020 and a somewhat tentative return 
to stores in 2021, affected by a shift to 
online sales and even product short-
ages due to supply chain issues.

Last year, black Friday shopping in 
stores as a whole nationwide was still 
off 28% from pre-pandemic levels. The 
reason given was that shoppers, instead, 
spread spending throughout the season. 
but at least store traffic was up nearly 
50% from a dismal 2020, and shopping 
started earlier in November. but online 
black Friday shopping, which hit an all-
time record $9 billion during the 2020 
lockdown, still reached nearly the same 

number in 2021 with $8.9 billion spent 
that way according to Adobe Analytics. 
Add to that $6 billion on actual Thanksgiv-
ing Day from the comfort of buyers’ own 
post-turkey binge couches. but it’s the 
newer Cyber monday trend that projects 
$10 to $11 billion being spent on that day 
alone, beating out black Friday handily.

And the peak time for black Friday 
shopping in 2021 was not at the crack of 
dawn, but actually from 1 to 3 p.m. Despite 
a massive shift to online shopping, black 
Friday is still predicted to be the busi-
est in-store shopping day of the season, 
according to sensormatic Analytics.

big box stores opted to stay closed 
on Thanksgiving for the first time in 
a while including Target, Walmart, 
and best buy, and Target vows that 
it will be a permanent shift.

overall, the numbers provide evi-
dence that the holiday season shopping 
has been stretched out as more Ameri-
cans began their shopping as early as 
october and retailers have spread out 
their promotions to match in an effort 
to avoid black Friday madness. The 
National retail Federation says that 61% of 
consumers had already started purchas-
ing holiday gifts before Thanksgiving.

Hopefully, one thing that won’t be 
as bad as 2021 is out-of-stock items 
caused by the supply chain shortages, 
which themselves are a direct result of 
production shortfalls due to CovID-19.

And while big box stores fight for a 
profit share of shoppers’ dollars, it’s local 
retail that we’re most interested in find-
ing out about. How have local retailers 
and small businesses rebounded from 
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events during CovID, and the fun things 
we typically offer around the holidays, like 
photos with santa, simply couldn’t happen.

Then, 2021 seemed to get things 
back on track, even if it meant 
that track took a little different 
route than it did back in 2019.

“People continued to do more shop-
ping online than they had pre-CovID,” 
sara shared. “but I think that was 
because they became more comfort-
able with it and found it convenient.”

At Theisen’s, many staff and custom-
ers were still masking up in 2021 as they 
ran Thanksgiving-Day-only online specials 
to meet the changed customer shop-
ping habits that came from CovID.

For Graham’s, it seems like people 
were making up for lost time. “2021 was 
insane,” admits ben, “We had tremendous 
pre-CovID level sales in November and 
December of 2021. Whether it was the 
fatigue of the situation, greater vaccination 
rates, stimulus checks, increased leisure 
travel, or combinations of all, it was as 
Jimmy Walker would say, ‘Dyn-o-mite!’”

Across the board, I think retailers 
and customers alike feel that up until 
CovID, black Friday madness had gone 
too far. The day became three days 
or more of chaos. Thanksgiving night 
shopping became Thanksgiving Day 
shopping, and the holiday was lost.

“It was no longer ‘black Friday,’” 
believes sara Carpenter. “Instead, 
family was no longer encouraged to 
spend Thanksgiving Day doing what 
it was intended to do—be thankful for 
quality time spent together. And the 
ones who suffered most were often 

the teenage- and college-aged fam-
ily members who had to speed eat and 
then dash off to report for work.”

“Thanksgiving should last a month,” 
ben Graham half jokes. “It should not 
be the two-minute warning that black 
Friday is coming. We have so much to be 
grateful for as Iowans and Dubuquers. 
one day just isn’t enough to express a 
proper thanks for all of our blessings.”

Pulling silver linings from the shut-
down of the pandemic, sara was relieved 
by the significant pullback of the crazy 
black Friday hours, including being open 
on Thanksgiving becoming a norm, and 
the late-night hours many retailers kept 
leading up to the Christmas holiday. 
“Thankfully, we prioritized our employees’ 
family time long before CovID, there-
fore, we didn’t need to adjust the hours 
in which we do business significantly.”

Keri Hanson from Theisen’s told us 
that the changes that CovID brought 
forward were already coming; CovID 
just accelerated those shifts in consumer 
shopping behavior. “Who doesn’t love a 
good deal early in the fall season? I love 
that more brands are staggering their 
black Friday offers throughout october 
and November. Also, the freedom to 
choose how I want to get the products 
including boPIs, free and flat-rate ship-
ping, or an in-store experience. CovID 
really moved up that changing customer 
shopping behavior and allowed for the 
customer to be in charge of the type 
of shopping experience they desire.”

ben Graham believes a lot of the big 
box stores shot themselves in the feet 
by opening at midnight, 4 a.m., and even 

on Thanksgiving night in years past. “We 
had all gone through a lot, and big stores 
began to recognize how valuable their 
people were. Concentrating on talented 
workers by scaling back hours and not 
trying to be the next gimmick were posi-
tive takeaways. All of us watched busi-
nesses struggle and not make it to the 
other side of this. We see how precious the 
small stores are to the flavor and fabric of 
our cities. It is a great time to be locally 
owned, locally grown, locally brewed, 
farm-to-table, locally sourced, and so on.”

With the return of “normalcy,” admit-
tedly some things about Christmas shop-
ping, and perhaps shopping in general, 
will never be the same, and that saddens 
local retailers whose greatest assets are 
their skilled and knowledgeable staff.

“I feel like the ‘experience’ of search-
ing for the perfect gift has definitely 
changed,” laments sara from steve’s 
Ace Home & Garden. “And I wish people 
entered local stores more regularly so we 
could show them, in person, some amaz-
ing offerings that we continue to have in 
store. The passion our employees have 
for these products can best be shared 
in person. Instead, it feels like people 
come in with a shopping list of specific 
requests from friends and family instead.”

“brands did a disservice to consum-
ers by creating door busters [literally, 
in some cases] that were irresistible to 
consumers,” believes Keri Hanson. “CovID 
allowed the consumer to take back some 
of that power. With the changing con-
sumption trends from goods to services, 
there is a definite evolution of the idea 
and culture around black Friday.”

ben had a broader holistic vision 
of wishing for things that won’t come 
back, especially after the insanity of the 
pandemic era. “I remember when our first 
daughter was born. my wife, Cindy, and I 
were so tired, and the littlest stuff would 
set us off. We soon came to the realiza-
tion that we really loved one another, and 
there was only one issue. We were both 
exhausted. It was easier when we could 
recognize the trigger. I wish that we could 
all be less tired and less uptight. Politics, 
crazy guys launching missiles, social 
media feuding, and the media feeding on 
our fear and unease might not change. 
The whole world needs a good night’s 
sleep so we stop being so uptight.”

black Friday and small business 
saturday 2022 is only days away, 
so we asked what their plans are to 
make the most of the kickoff to this 
holiday shopping season while avoid-
ing the pitfalls of black Fridays past.

“We pride ourselves on having a team 
of happy-to-help employees, who are 
well-rested from a well-deserved day of 
quality time spent with family,” notes sara. 

“We figure we can be the spot you stop on 
your way home from crazy early holiday 
shopping, if that’s your jam, and grab a 
cup of coffee, a creative gift, for a good 
value. Instead of offering early morning 
deals, we focus on the guests having a 
helpful, respectful, and enjoyable shopping 
trip, rather than a rushed and chaotic one.

steve’s Ace opened a third location in 
2021 and now boasts three locations in 
the Dubuque area. The downtown store 
at 200 s. Locust st. is a more traditional 
hardware store, while the west end loca-
tion at 3350 JFK rd. as well as the new 
Peosta location at 465 Peosta st. are 
both Home & Garden locations which 
feature gift-style wares too numerous to 
list. but we assume you, it’s way beyond 
John madden’s idea of Ace Hardware.

“We will again this year be offering our 
famous steve’s Ace Cluck bucks promo-
tion for black Friday, small business 
saturday, and sunday, where shoppers can 
earn $10 for every $50 spent [like getting 
20% off!] that they can come back and 
redeem a week later but before Christmas. 
The best part of this promotion is that it 
allows you to choose what you save your 
money on and allows us to offer deals on 
things we are otherwise not allowed to by 
vendors, such as popular stihl, Traeger, 
and Weber. In addition to this storewide 
promotion, we will have exceptional 
prices on a variety of special buys.

ben Graham’s store mails out a special 
offer to their customers that gives black 
Friday discounts as soon as they receive 
it in the mail. This way it takes a lot of 
stress off of the staff on Friday, and it 
enables their regulars to beat the rush by 
coming in beforehand. Plus, it makes the 
store a little less crowded on Friday and 
small business saturday for folks who can 
only be in town for the long weekend.

This year, Theisen’s stretched out the 
shopping season, offering some big pre-
black Friday deals starting in october as 
featured in their recent flyer. And they will 
certainly have black Friday deals in store 
when the day arrives, but similar to other 
big retailers, they are letting Thanksgiving 
be Thanksgiving. of course, they always 
did that. They’re a family company after 
all. All stores will open at 6 a.m. on Friday, 
7 a.m. on saturday, and 9 a.m. on sunday, 
according to Hanson. “We will be offering 
a three-day sale which runs all weekend. 
For those looking to shop online, sale 
prices will be up Friday morning, and we 
will have different shipping offers running. 
Customers can expect the same type of 
great offers for all those on your list.”

ben Graham wraps it up well with 
this advice for Christmas 2022: “Let’s 
all get a good night’s sleep in order 
to keep ourselves healthy and looking 
forward to the joys of the season!” n
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13th Annual Stuff 
the Truck for 
Toys For Tots
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 8 Am–4 Pm
THEISEN’S HOmE • FARm • AUTO 
DUBUQUE (2900 DODGE ST)
The 13th Annual Theisen’s stuff the 
Truck event to benefit marine Corps 
Toys For Tots returns to Dubuque on 
saturday, Dec. 3. radio Dubuque will 
supercast live at the Dubuque Theisen’s 

while shoppers take advantage of their 
annual toy sale discounts. santa will be 
on hand from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
to meet with eager youngsters.

The marines and/or marine Corps 
League members will be there as well, 
as Toys For Tots looks to match or beat 
the amazing $10,000+ in cash and toys 
they receive from the annual event. stop 
by and say “Hi” to bryce Parks from Toys 
For Tots and the Theisen’s and radio-
Dubuque crew manning the collection 
zone outside the store (no matter the 
weather) all day long on saturday. n

Teddy Bear Toss
AT DUBUQUE FIGHTING SAINTS
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 7:05 Pm
DUBUQUE ICE ARENA  
(1800 ADmIRAL SHEEHY DR)
mark your calendar for the Teddy bear 
Toss with santa Claus on saturday, 
Dec. 3 at the Dubuque Ice Arena. The 

Dubuque Fighting saints play host with 
puck drop at 7:05 p.m. bring a new teddy 
bear or other plush toy to throw onto 
the ice following the saints’ first goal. 
Theisen’s is a long-time proud sponsor 
of Dubuque Fighting saints Hockey.

single game tickets start at 
$13 and can be purchased at 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n

Toys For Tots  
Sign Up & Events
every year since 1946, the marine Toys 
for Tots program has brought the hope 
and joy of the holiday season to millions 
of children and families across America, 
and Dubuque is once again proud to be a 
strong part of that effort. In 2021, Dubuque, 
IA was recognized as the #1 Toys For Tots 
Campaign in America from among more 
than 830 campaigns across the country.

The goal is to fully support the needs 
of over 5,000 children in Dubuque 
County, IA; Clayton County, IA; Grant 
County, WI; and east Dubuque, IL. Keep 
an eye out at your favorite local retailers 
for official Toys For Tots donation bins.

Information about the marine Toys for 
Tots charity as well as online donations 

can be made at ToysForTots.org. All 
donations stay local, and cash donations 
are tax deductible. Locally, Toys For Tots 
serves children and families through the 
many agencies that serve those families 
year round including the salvation Army, 
the multicultural Family Center, the Grant 
County Holiday Project, and more.

If you need assistance with toys this 
season, visit DubuqueToys.org. n

Toys For Tots 
Distribution 
Resources
While there are a number of distribution 
partners that help Toys For Tots reach all 
of the kids in need in our area, there are 
two main distributions that are open to 
the general public in the city of Dubuque. 
registration links for both distributions 
are now available at DubuqueToys.org 
as well as the official Toys For Tots 
website, dubuque-ia.toysfortots.org. 
Families can register for one or the 
other distribution buT NoT boTH!

The Salvation Army
The Dubuque salvation Army Distri-
bution will take place from Dec. 19 
though 21, at their downtown Dubuque 
location at 1099 Iowa st. registra-
tion for assistance through that pro-
gram is open now through Nov. 23.

multicultural Family Center
The marine Corps Toys For Tots Toys 
Distribution @ multicultural Family Center 
will take place from Nov. 30 through 
Dec. 15, monday through saturday. 
registration for that program is open 
now and will remain open until all time 
slots are filled. The registration website is 
available in multiple languages, but you 
can also contact the multicultural Family 
Center at 563-582-3681 for assistance 
in registering using their computer lab.

Dubuquers sign up to assist with distri-
butions at the multicultural Family Center. 

There are two short shifts per day where 
you help families shop for toys. volunteers 
cannot receive toy assistance. register to 
help at volunteersignup.org/8EPWM.

marine Corps Toys For Tots also partners 
with other Tri-state agencies for more dis-
tributions. If you are in one of these areas 
outside of the City of Dubuque, here are 
your contact resources to get assistance:

Western Dubuque County
In the communities of Western Dubuque 
County, reach out to your local school 
where you can get referred into the 
local toy distribution program.

You can also contact:
mickey Kelchen
rural Community Food Pantry
350 1st Ave e, Dyersville, IA (alley entrance)
563-543-7031

Grant County, WI
Grant County Holiday Project
Po box 447, Lancaster, WI 53813
608-723-2136

East Dubuque, IL
City of east Dubuque
301 sinsinawa Ave., east Dubuque, IL 61025
815-747-3416

Clayton County, IA
shepherd of the Hills
100 W Hill st, st olaf, IA 52072
563-783-2409

Dubuque Toys For Tots does not serve 
communities outside of the above area. n

PHOTO: GARTH FUERSTE
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6th Annual Toys 
For Tots Kids’ 
Christmas Party
PRESENTED BY THEISEN’S, COmmUNITY 
FOUNDATION OF GREATER DUBUQUE, 
AND PARAmOUNT AmBULANCE
SUNDAY, DECEmBER 11 @ NOON–3 Pm 
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 mAIN ST)
It’s finally bACK! The biggest, crazi-
est party of the holiday season… it’s for 
kids ten and under… and it’s Free!

marine Corps Toys For Tots is excited 
to announce the return of the annual Kids’ 
Christmas Party presented by Theisen’s 
Home • Farm • Auto, the Community 
Foundation of Greater Dubuque, and Par-
amount Ambulance. Taking place on sun-
day, Dec. 11, from noon to 3 p.m., the Five 
Flags Arena will transform into a yuletide 
display of controlled chaos, as hundreds 
(and hundreds) of Tri-state youngsters 
converge for the biggest party around. 
And the best part is, it’s all totally Free!

The event is hosted by marine Corps 
Toys For Tots of Dubuque and the 
Dubuque Police Department in memory 
of Police Chief mark Dalsing, a big kid 
and a huge supporter of Toys For Tots 
who we lost way too soon. This event 
will be a super fun, safe, and festive 
chance for kids to play together, have a 
blast, and go home with a few goodies 
along the way. This is not a charity event. 
It’s for ALL kids in the Dubuque area.

The three-hour party will have music 
and dancing with a live DJ that’s great 
with kids. Giant inflatable rides will return 
as will the Paramount Ambulance for 
kids to check out in person. Kids can also 
climb aboard a real fire truck and see 

how Dubuque heroes do their jobs when 
they get to talk with real firefighters.

especially exciting is the Theisen’s free 
toy giveaway to every child with other 
surprise goody giveaways as well. There 
is plenty for everyone, so there’s no need 
to line up early or wait in a long line when 
you get there, we promise. You can go 
have fun and get your gifts later at the 
event. We won’t run out! Note that this 
is not part of the annual Toys For Tots 
toy distribution program. This is a bonus 
event. so, if you need toy assistance, 
you can still get that separately through 
Toys For Tots at DubuqueToys.org.

This year, the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubuque joins Theisen’s 
with the giveaways, only they will be 
doing free fun activity and reader 
books for every child at the party.

And don’t forget the photos! Get 
your photo taken with santa and mrs. 
Claus and download the pictures for 
free, courtesy of DigitalDubuque.com. 
This year, elsa, Anna, and olaf will return 
in front of a wintery palace backdrop. 
And new this year, Darth vader and 
his dark side friends from star Wars 
will be featured at a third photo-op. All 
photos will available for free to down-
load online. You can also get your face 
painted and take home a balloon animal.

Plus, free cookies, popcorn, milk, 
and punch, thanks to the generos-
ity of 365ink Magazine, Diamond 
Jo Casino, Fareway stores, Prairie 
Farms Dairy, DigitalDubuque.com, 
meyer Photography, Five Flags Cen-
ter, Dollar Tree, the Dubuque Fire 
Department, and radio Dubuque.

Put it all together, and you’ve 
got a kid party to beat all kid par-
ties… and it’s Christmas! n
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Tri-State Holiday 
Shows & Events
Enjoy a sampling of holiday shows and events you won’t want to miss!

18th Annual 
Festival of Trees
NOvEmBER 12–27
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, mAQUOKETA, IA)
Festive trees and wreathes will be on 
display at the ohnward Fine Arts Center 

Nov. 12–27 during the 18th Annual Fes-
tival of Trees. The Center will be open 
monday through Friday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
and saturday and sunday, noon–6 p.m.

boosted by last year’s success, 
ohnward hopes to see even more 
bidding on creative trees, beauti-
ful wreaths, and theater entertain-
ment. Their goal is to create a holiday 
atmosphere to be enjoyed by all those 
attending the many functions that will 
be held at the Center. The proceeds will 
go to the ohnward Fine Arts Center.

Available again this year are Holi-
day Family Gift Passes. This pass offers 
you four passes (tickets) to any of 
the future ohnward Fine Arts Center 
productions. easy to use, and you save 
money! each Holiday Family Gift Pass is 
just $80, and they never expire! order 
yours today by calling the ohnward Fine 
Arts Center at 563-652-9815 between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. or stop by in person.

For more information, visit 
OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

mannheim 
Steamroller 
Christmas
THURSDAY, NOvEmBER 17 @ 7:30 Pm
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 mAIN ST)
Chip Davis, founder and creator of 
mannheim steamroller, will celebrate over 
35 years of his annual Christmas concert 
tour, making it the longest running con-
cert tour in the entertainment industry! 
The tour will stop at the Five Flags Arena 
on Thursday, Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m.

“I remember when I came out with my 
first Christmas album in 1984 followed 
by our first tour. back then, many in the 
music industry said focusing on Christ-
mas just wouldn’t work,” said Davis.

“Now, over 35 years later, we are 
still going strong. I want to thank our 
fans for making us part of their holiday 

tradition, especially after the hard-
ships of the last few years. Today we 
often see multi-generational families 
join us during the holidays each year.”

Davis founded his own record label, 
American Gramaphone, which went on to 
become one of the industry’s largest inde-
pendent record labels. A Grammy award 
winner, mannheim steamroller has sold 
more than 41 million albums, with over 
31.5 million in the Christmas genre. Their 
holiday CDs have become synonymous 
with Christmas and occupy top positions 
on billboard’s seasonal Chart every year.

This year’s show will feature clas-
sic Christmas hits from the mannheim 
steamroller holiday albums along with 
multimedia effects in an intimate setting.

Tickets are $42–$72 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

Cirque musica: 
Holiday 
Wonderland
SUNDAY, NOvEmBER 13 @ 7 Pm
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 mAIN ST)
Cirque musica returns to the Five 
Flags Arena with the troupe’s all-
new Holiday Wonderland show 
on sunday, Nov. 13 at 7 p.m.

Featuring the talented cast of Cirque 
musica, spectators will be dazzled by 
the acrobats, aerialists, hilarious hijinks, 
and holiday cheer. The show blends 

the spellbinding grace and daredevil 
athleticism of today’s greatest circus 
performers with a musical mix of time-
less seasonal favorites played live.

Cirque musica: Holiday Wonderland is 
an unforgettable experience for the entire 
family to enjoy a world-class circus expe-
rience infused with the holiday classics 
we all love. be transported to a magical 
land far away for a fun-filled, unforget-
table holiday-themed show experience.

Tickets are $37.50–$67.50 and can 
be purchased at Ticketmaster.com 
and Five Flags Center box office. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254 
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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JODI & KT INvITE YOU PRESENTS

7th Annual Fall 
into the Holidays
SUNDAY, NOvEmBER 13 @ 10 Am–3 Pm
DUBUQUE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
(14569 OLD HIGHWAY RD)
spend a fun filled day with local craft-
ers, makers, vendors, and Jodi & KT 
Invite You at the 7th annual Fall into 
the Holidays at the Dubuque County 

Fairgrounds on sunday, Nov. 13 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A portion of the pro-
ceeds benefit st. mark Youth enrichment.

Fall into the Holidays features three 
buildings, as well as an outdoor market, 
filled with more than 100 local and area 
crafters and vendors. This allows guests 
to have an ultimate shopping experience 
to kick off (or finish!) their holiday shop-
ping. The Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
will offer a full bar along with concession 
stands so you can plan on spending the 
whole day at the event while supporting 
a fantastic, local nonprofit organization.

st. mark Youth enrichment is dedi-
cated to providing a wide spectrum of 
educational, cultural, and social programs 
and services to Dubuque area children 
and families. They currently serve more 
than 400 area students through their 
before and after school programs and 
they have summer Heroes Camp avail-
able each June and July in Dubuque and 
Dyersville. They create an environment 
that gives children a safe and compas-
sionate place to learn and grow.

Admission is $5. For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/JodiandKT. n

FEAtURE stORy
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Home for the 
Holidays with 
Amy Friedl Stoner
SATURDAY, NOvEmBER 19 @ 7 Pm
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, mAQUOKETA, IA)
Get into the holiday spirit! Home for 
the Holidays with Amy Friedl stoner 
brings an evening full of laughter 
and beautiful music to the ohnward 
Fine Arts Center in maquoketa, IA 
on saturday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.

mixing traditional Christmas songs 
with contemporary holiday favorites, 
Amy uses her versatile soprano voice 
and heartfelt and comical stories to 
weave together this 90-minute program. 
Featuring a dynamite six piece band 
led by Luke viertel, it’s just what you 
need to get you into the holiday spirit!

Tickets are $22 in advance or 
$25 at the door for adults and $13 in 
advance or $15 at the door for stu-
dents. Tickets can be purchased at 
the ohnward Fine Arts Center box 
office, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

28th Annual 
Reflections 
in the Park
NOvEmBER 24–JANUARY 1, 2022  
@ 5–10 Pm
WALKING EvENT:  
WEDNESDAY, NOvEmBER 23 @ 6–8 Pm
LOUIS mURPHY PARK  
(1700 S GRANDvIEW AvE)
Join Hillcrest Family services for the 
28th annual reflections in the Park, 
a Hillcrest Lights Festival! Drive 
through the park and enjoy the beauty 

of the twinkling lights this holiday. 
santa will visit every Tuesday.

Hillcrest Family services is excited to, 
once again, offer a walk through reflec-
tions in the Park on Wednesday, Nov. 23 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Take your time strolling 
through the park on foot before the display 
opens to vehicles. Admission for this one-
day-only walk through is $10 per person.

For the rest of the nights, you can pick 
up advanced tickets for $10 per vehicle 
at any Db&T location or pay $12 at the 
gate. Proceeds benefit the programs 
of Hillcrest Family services. For more 
information, call 563-845-0378 or find 
“reflections in the Park” on Facebook. n
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Silver Bells 
and Diamonds 
Featuring the 
Diamonds
SATURDAY, NOvEmBER 26 @ 7 Pm
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, mAQUOKETA, IA)

Silver Bells and Diamonds combines 
the best of The Diamonds in concert 
with sparkling holiday favorites every-
one will enjoy. Jingle all the way to the 
ohnward Fine Arts Center in maquo-
keta, IA on saturday, Nov. 26 at 7 p.m.

The show opens with a “Jingle bells” 
medley followed by hit songs from the 
‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s. Then, in the 
second half, The Diamonds use their 
signature harmony-filled vocals and 
always entertaining stage presence to 
get you into the Christmas spirit with 
a fast-paced ride through many of 
the great holiday favorites. It’s a Yule-
tide rock n’ roll revue starring santa’s 
favorite helpers: The Diamonds!

Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 
at the door and can be purchased at 
the ohnward Fine Arts Center box 
office, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

The Best 
Christmas 
Pageant Ever
NOvEmBER 25–26 AND 
DECEmBER 2–3 @ 7:30 Pm
NOvEmBER 27 AND 
DECEmBER 4 @ 2 Pm
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
The Grand opera House presents The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever. based on 
the award-winning book by barbara 

robinson, this hilarious and heartwarm-
ing play is the perfect way to kick-off 
the Christmas season. Performances 
begin the day after Thanksgiving, run-
ning Fridays and saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and sundays at 2 p.m. through Dec. 4.

“The Herdmans were the worst kids 
in the history of the world.” The young 
narrator, beth bradley, informs the 
audience at the beginning of the play. 
We soon learn that mrs. Armstrong, the 
church’s one-woman Christmas commit-
tee, has broken her leg just before the 
annual Christmas pageant. Will Christmas 
have to be cancelled? Who will orga-
nize the bazaar and the potluck and the 
pageant? The Church Phone Tree gets 
to work, and the pageant falls to beth’s 
mom, Grace bradley. Then the Herd-
man kids show up and volunteer to play 
some of the most important parts in the 
pageant—when no one else will. Will 
this year’s show be the most disastrous 
Christmas pageant ever… or the best?

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 
for children under 18. Tickets can 
be purchased in person at the box 
office, by calling 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #421 November 10–November 22, 2022 365INK MAGAZINE  25

FEATURE STORY

Hotel Julien 
Dubuque 
12 Days of 
Christmas
NOvEmBER 28–DECEmBER 31
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE 
(200 mAIN ST)
Celebrate the holiday season at Hotel 
Julien Dubuque during the 12 Days of 
Christmas. This holiday series fea-
tures events for all ages designed 
to spread seasonal cheer through-
out the Dubuque community. For 
more information, call Hotel Julien 
Dubuque at 563-556-4200 or visit 
HotelJulienDubuque.com/event/ 
12-days-of-christmas. n

Cyber monday
mONDAY, NOvEmBER 28 @ ALL DAY LONG

This year, take advantage of Hotel Julien 
Dubuque’s annual “Cyber Monday” gift 
card sale. Here’s the scoop: Purchase $100 
in gift cards and receive a $25 gift card 
free. Can be purchased in person, online 
(hoteljuliendubuque.com/gift-certificates), 
or by phone (563-556-4200).

Tree Lighting Ceremony
WEDNESDAY, NOvEmBER 30 @ 6–7:30 Pm

HOTEL LOBBY

Join Hotel Julien Dubuque as they light 
their beautiful lobby Christmas tree. Enjoy 
treats, holiday music, and a visit from Santa 
Claus during this popular family event.

mistletones present SNOWBIZ
THURSDAY, DECEmBER 1

mATINÉE @ NOON; EvENING @ 6:30 Pm

GRANDE BALLROOm

See page 26 for details.

Christmas Trivia
TUESDAY, DECEmBER 6 @ 7–9 Pm

RIvERBOAT LOUNGE

Gather a group of 3 to 5 of your smartest 
friends (the ones who are best known for 
their wealth of Christmas knowledge!) and 

head to the Riverboat Lounge for a holiday-
themed trivia night with Brett. Prizes will be 
awarded to members of the winning team.

Breakfast With Santa
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 10 @ 8–11 Am

GRANDE BALLROOm

Join for a delicious breakfast with crafts, orna-
ment creation, Christmas stories, and a visit from 
Santa. $16 for Adults; $10 or toy donation for 
children. Reservations required: 563-588-5563, 
dmm@hoteljuliendubuque.com.

Red Basket Holiday Luncheon
mONDAY, DECEmBER 12 @ 11:30 Am–2 Pm

GRANDE BALLROOm

Presented by PJ’s Boutique and Potosa Spa, 
benefiting The Red Basket Project. Kick things 
off in the Atrium with holiday spirits and wine 
for purchase. Lunch will be served in the Grande 
Ballroom at noon followed by a fashion show 
by PJ’s Boutique. Afterwards, enjoy live holiday 
caroling from the Movin’ On Barbershop Quartet 
and a Hotel Julien Dubuque gift card sale. Tickets 
include a $5 donation to The Red Basket Project. 
There will be a donation collection for cosmetic 
bags (unused and non-see through Clinique, Ipsy, 
Estee Lauder, and Mary Kay bags) and feminine 
hygiene products. $35. Reservations required: 
563-588-5570, Leadwc@potosaspa.com.

Christmas Cocktails With Carl
THURSDAY, DECEmBER 15 @ 6–8 Pm

RIvERBOAT LOUNGE

Are you hosting a holiday party this season? 
Riverboat Lounge bartender Carl wants to 
help you master the perfect craft cocktail 
recipes to “wow” your guests. Join for an 
entertaining and educational evening!

Holiday Sweater Dining
FRIDAY, DECEmBER 16 @ ALL DAY

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Buy one breakfast, lunch, or dinner and 
get 50% off of a second entrée of equal or 
lesser value when wearing a holiday sweater. 
Reservations available: 563-588-5595.

Holiday Giving Blood Drive
WEDNESDAY, DECEmBER 21 @ NOON–5 Pm

GRANDE BALLROOm

Tis’ the season for giving, so why not give back 
at a time when donations are most needed? 
Reserve donation time: tiny.cc/HJDBloodDrive.

Christmas Eve Dinner
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 24 @ 5–8 Pm

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Christmas Eve at Caroline’s Restaurant is 
the perfect opportunity to get in touch with 
the true spirit of the holiday and enjoy a 
delicious dinner with family. Reservations 
highly recommended: 563-588-5595.

Christmas Day Brunch
SUNDAY, DECEmBER 25 @ 9 Am–2 Pm

CAROLINE’S RESTAURANT

Join Hotel Julien Dubuque on Christmas Day 
for Chef Michael Henson’s special brunch menu 
creations. Enjoy a wide array of shareable 
starters, breakfast favorites, and delicious 
seasonal entrées as you spend Christmas 
Day together with the family. Reserva-
tions recommended: 563-588-5595.

New Year’s Eve: Boogie 
‘Til The Ball Drops
DECEmBER 31 @ 8:30 Pm ENTERTAINmENT 

BEGINS, CHAmPAGNE TOAST AT 

mIDNIGHT, RIvERBOAT LOUNGE

Looking for somewhere to “Boogie ’Til The 
Ball Drops” on New Year’s Eve? Join Hotel 
Julien Dubuque as they bid a fond farewell 
to 2022. Experience a groovy New Year’s Eve 
with the funkiest party featuring the very 
best food, drinks, accommodations, party 
favors, and entertainment from local funk 
band Boogie Monster. Take advantage of 
exclusive packages that include everything 
you need to“get down and boogie” into the 
New Year including hotel accommodations 
with a complimentary bottle of champagne, 
open bar, New Year’s Day buffet, and more. 
Purchase your package: 563-556-4200.
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The Illusionists— 
magic of the 
Holidays
THURSDAY, DECEmBER 1 @ 7:30 Pm
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 mAIN ST)
It’s the most magical time of the year… 
’tis the season for The Illusionists—Magic 
of the Holidays, an all-new installment of 
the world-famous, blockbuster touring 
magic spectacular The Illusionists, from 
producers simon Painter, Cirque du soleil, 
and magicspace entertainment. The new 
us Tour based off the smash-hit broad-
way production brings the mind-blowing, 
family friendly show to the Five Flags 
Center on Thursday, Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m.

“our record-breaking broadway 
run for The Illusionists—Magic of the 

Holidays was an incredible hit, and we 
are so excited to bring the show to more 
audiences around the country,” says 
producer simon Painter. “The show is a 
perfect way for families and friends to 
celebrate the holidays together and see 
amazing illusionists perform on stage.”

The Illusionists—Magic of the Holidays 
showcases the jaw-dropping talents 
of the most incredible illusionists on 
earth. The Illusionists has shattered 
box office records across the globe 
and dazzles audiences of all ages with 
a powerful mix of the most outra-
geous and astonishing acts ever seen 
on stage. This non-stop show is packed 
with thrilling and sophisticated magic 
of unprecedented proportions.

The Illusionists previously wowed 
audiences and around the world includ-
ing smash hit engagements on broad-
way, London’s West end and on tour 
around the united states and Canada. 
This year’s family-friendly show prom-
ises even more illusions, close-up magic, 
mentalism, and technological spectacle 
performed by master entertainers who’ve 
captivated audiences worldwide.

Tickets start at $36–$96 and can 
be purchased at Ticketmaster.com 
and Five Flags Center box office. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254 
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

A merry millwork 
market
FRIDAY, DECEmBER 2 @ 4–8 Pm
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 9 Am–2 Pm
10TH AND WASHINGTON ST
shop a variety of local arts and craft 
vendors at A merry millwork market. 
This year’s event takes place on Friday, 
Dec. 2 at 4–8 p.m. and saturday, Dec. 3 
at 9 a.m.–2 p.m. at 10th and Washington 
st. in the heart of the millwork District.

The opening night tradition is a fam-
ily favorite and includes a tree lighting 
ceremony at 6 p.m., a visit from santa 
at 6:15 p.m., and Dubuque music men 
(5:45 p.m.) and Duhawkapella (6:15 p.m.) 
singing your favorite holiday songs.

on saturday, visitors can catch a per-
formance with Adam’s Dance Connection 
at 11 a.m., the Americana band at noon, 
and holiday carolers and magic tricks by 
local magic club ring 93 throughout the 
day. You can also purchase horse and 
carriage rides from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

since the inaugural market in 2017, A 
merry millwork market has grown from 
occupying only the courtyard of the schmid 
Innovation Center to filling surrounding 
streets with holiday tents and lights. The 
idea of an outdoor market was that of mary 
mulgrew Gronen, who wished to replicate 
a small-scale Chicago Christkindlmar-
ket, which is Chicago’s largest open-air 
Christmas festival, well known for its high 
quality gifts, food, and holiday cheer.

All proceeds from the event benefit the 
millwork Collective, a group of nonprofits 
located in the lower level of the schmid 
Innovation Center who work together to 
operate more efficiently and generate 
increased impact through co-location and 
shared services. The resulting collabora-
tion provides cost savings, while fostering 
new opportunities and a greater focus 
on each partner’s individual mission.

For more information about 
A merry millwork market, visit 
MerryMillworkMarket.com. n

THE mISTLETONES PRESENT

SNOWBIZ
THURSDAY, DECEmBER 1 
@ NOON AND 6 Pm
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE GRANDE 
BALLROOm (200 mAIN ST)
The mistletones present sNoWbIZ: 
A mel Tormé Kind of Holiday with 
two shows on Thursday, Dec. 1, at 
the Grande ballroom at Hotel Julien 
Dubuque. The matinée begins with 
cocktails and check-in at noon, and 
the evening show begins at 6 p.m.

staged dinner-theatre style, sNoWbIZ 
XIII is a throwback to the era where live 
Christmas shows and eventually Christ-
mas television specials were the norm. 
The mistletones pay homage to mel Tormé 
with their own outstanding vocals, a live 
jazz orchestra, and scrumptious holiday 
food and drink. voted best event by the 
Dubuque Area Convention & visitors 
bureau/Travel Dubuque, join this veritable 
parade of Kringleistas who promise to put 
you in the Christmas spirit with this most 
festive offering. start with cocktails and a 
meal followed by the show at 1:30 p.m. for 
the matinée and 7:30 p.m. for the evening 
performance. Your meal includes des-
sert and a complimentary glass of wine, 
beer, or soda with a cash bar available.

It was 1946, when Nat King Cole 
became the first recording artist to 
wrap his lush vocals around what 
would become a standard of the 
holiday season, “The Christmas song.” 
but that song was written by a differ-
ent crooner, mel Tormé, and the story 
behind it is legendary as penned by 
bill Demain in Performing Songwriter.

It was a sweltering hot, oppressive 
summer day in July 1945 that Tormé, 
went over to the house of one of his 
writing partners, bob Wells. Wells was 

nowhere to be seen, but there was 
a spiral pad at the piano with four 
lines scribbled down on it in pencil:

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire 
/ Jack Frost nipping at your nose / 
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir 
/ And folks dressed up like eskimos.

When Wells finally walked in the room, 
dressed in tennis shorts and a t-shirt, 
Tormé asked him about the little poem.

“It’s so damn hot today, I thought 
I’d write something to cool myself 
off,” replied Wells. “All I could think of 
was Christmas and cold weather.”

The “chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire” image was a memory from 
Wells’ childhood in boston, when 
there’d be vendors on street cor-
ners at Christmas, serving up paper 
cones full of roasted chestnuts.

Thinking Wells might be onto 
something, Tormé took to the piano 
and flashed a melody for the opening 
lines. Wells grabbed his pad and pen, 
and the duo was off and running like a 
bobsled down a snowy hill. Forty-five 
minutes later, the lyrics of what would 
be not only a Christmas song but “The 
Christmas song” were finished.

Tormé and Wells penned over 200 
more songs together, with Tormé eventu-
ally writing and arranging songs for The 
Judy Garland Show. Though he’s not 
always mentioned in the same breath as 
legendary male vocalists such as Frank 
sinatra, Cole, and Tony bennett, mel 
Tormé was every bit their equal (and his 
ability to scat sing was second to none).

Dinner. Drinks. show. If that’s not a 
trifecta of holiday fun, we don’t know 
what is! reservations are required by Nov. 
30. matinée tickets are $60, and evening 
tickets are $70. To reserve your seat or for 
more information, call The mistletones at 
563-599-7775 or visit mistletones.biz. n
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Scuba Santa
DECEmBER 3 AND 4 @ 11 Am–NOON
NATIONAL mISSISSIPPI RIvER mUSEUm 
& AQUARIUm (350 E 3RD ST)
scuba santa is back for another year at 
the National mississippi river museum 
& Aquarium. on Dec. 3 and 4, swing 
by and snag a picture with him in the 
main Channel Aquarium in the mis-
sissippi river Discovery Center.

The river museum will be 
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both dates. 
visit rivermuseum.com to pur-
chase tickets or call 563-557-9545 
for more information. n

LIvE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORmING ARTS SERIES

Christmas at 
Heritage Center 
“Heaven and 
Nature Sing!”
FRIDAY, DECEmBER 2 @ 7:30 Pm
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)
The university of Dubuque’s Department 
of Fine and Performing Arts celebrates the 
birth of Christ through a concert presen-
tation with Christmas at Heritage Center 
“Heaven and Nature sing!” on Friday, Dec. 2 
at 7:30 p.m. at university of Dubuque Heri-
tage Center John and Alice butler Hall.

Christmas at Heritage Center will 
feature the talents of numerous ensem-
bles. The uD Concert Choir, uD Treble 
Choir, and uD Chamber singers will be 
directed by Kristen eby, mm, head of the 
Department of Fine and Performing Arts, 
director of choral activities, and assistant 
professor of music. The uD Concert band 
will be conducted by Nolan Hauta, DmA, 
director of concert bands and assistant 
professor of instrumental music. New this 

holiday season is the uD string ensemble, 
which will be conducted by Tracey rush, 
mm, an adjunct professor, in partnership 
with the Northeast Iowa school of music.

A variety of traditional favorites will 
be performed such as “o Come, All Ye 
Faithful” and “In the bleak midwinter” 
as well as some beautiful new carols. 
Charles barland, DmA, university organ-
ist and professor of music, will play 
the John and Alice butler Pipe organ. 
There will also be live narration.

Complimentary holiday refresh-
ments and live music from uD’s Jazz 
band, which will be conducted by evan 
Glickman, DmA, director of jazz and 
athletic bands and assistant profes-
sor of music, will follow the concert 
on Knapp stage in Heritage Center.

Christmas at Heritage Center will 
air on Am1370 KDTH at 11 p.m. Christ-
mas eve and 4 p.m. Christmas Day.

In case of inclement weather, 
Christmas at Heritage Center’s snow 
date is saturday, Dec. 3, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $14–$20 for adults and $9 
for children. All tickets increase by $5 
for purchases on the day of the per-
formance. Tickets can be purchased at 
the Heritage Center Farber box office; 
by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online 
at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

Sorry! Wrong 
Chimney!
DECEmBER 2–3, 8–10, AND 15–17 @ 7:30 Pm
DECEmBER 4, 11, AND 18 @ 2 Pm
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
bell Tower Theater gets into the holi-
day spirit with Sorry! Wrong Chimney!, 
a festive comedy on Dec. 2–18.

David is moonlighting as a department 
store santa so he can buy his new wife a 
wonderful Christmas gift. He tells her he’s 
working late, but she finds out he isn’t 
at the office. A suspected other woman, 
a bit of hypnotism, the notorious santa 
burglar, and a confused policeman add 
up to a rollicking tale of Christmas fun.

early bird performances on 
Dec. 2 and 3 are $11.50, and all other 
performances are $23. Thursdays 

are Girls Night out; all audience 
members get a free glass of wine. 
For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, call 563-588-3377 or 
visit BellTowerTheater.net. n
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DUBUQUE SYmPHONY ORCHESTRA

Holiday Concerts
FAmILY CONCERT:  
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 1 Pm
HOLIDAY CONCERT:  
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 7:30 Pm 
SUNDAY, DECEmBER 4 @ 2 Pm
FIvE FLAGS THEATER (405 mAIN ST)
Join the orchestra and maestro Intriliga-
tor as the Dubuque symphony orchestra 
rings in the holiday season with their 
annual Holiday Concerts. The Dubuque 
symphony orchestra opens the Five Flags 

Theater to kids of all ages for the Holiday 
Family Concert on saturday, Dec. 3 fol-
lowed by the full symphonic experience 
that evening and again on sunday, Dec. 4.

saturday afternoon’s Holiday Fam-
ily Concert is approximately one hour 
in length with no intermission—perfect 
for families with young children. This 
special performance features a program 
of kid-friendly holiday music, sing-along 
songs, and guest appearances includ-
ing vocalist Katie richter, the Dubuque 
Chorale Children’s Choir and members 
of the Heartland ballet. Children are 
invited to get a photo with santa and 
mrs. Claus following the concert. Tickets 
to the Family Concert are $14–$34.

saturday evening and sunday’s mati-
née Holiday Concerts invite you begin the 
festive season on a high note as the warm 
sounds of the holidays fill the hall. The 
Dso is joined by vocalist Katie richter, 
the Dubuque Chorale and members of 
the Heartland ballet in an enchanting 
collection of holiday favorites. Tickets 
to the Holiday Concerts are $19–$79.

Tickets can be purchased at 
Ticketmaster.com and Five Flags 
Center box office. For more infor-
mation, call 563-557-1677 or visit 
DubuqueSymphony.org. n

Blessed 
Christmas
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 7:30 Pm
SUNDAY, DECEmBER 4 @ 2 Pm
CLARKE UNIvERSITY SACRED HEART 
CHAPEL (1550 CLARKE DR)
Clarke university invites all to attend 
this year’s Blessed Christmas pro-
gram held in the sacred Heart Cha-
pel on saturday, Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
and sunday, Dec. 4 at 2 p.m.

Blessed Christmas is a touching por-
trayal of the Christmas story through music 
and scripture presented by the Clarke Col-
legiate singers and melos as well as Clarke 
string orchestra and Wind ensemble.

Featured flute soloist, Dr. Laura 
Canelo-Cohen, is originally from the 
Dominican republic. she graduated with 
honors from Columbus state university 
and holds a masters in Contemporary 
music from the university of valencia. 
Canelo-Cohen obtained her Doctorate 
in musical Arts in Flute Performance and 
Pedagogy at the university of Iowa and is 
now the Flute Instructor for Clarke univer-
sity, as well as offering private lessons.

Canelo-Cohen and the Collegiate 
singers will also premiere “I Looked to the 
east” from Adam o’Dell ’13, as part of the 
John and Nancy Lease Commission series.

General admission tickets are $12 
for adults and free for kids under the 
age of 18. Tickets can be reserved 
online at clarke.edu/blessedchristmas 
or by phone at 563-588-6593. n

Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library’s 
Annual Tree 
Lighting 
SATURDAY, DECEmBER 3 @ 2–3 Pm
CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2ND FLOOR ROTUNDA AND 
GALLERY AREA (360 W 11TH ST)
The Carnegie-stout Public Library’s 
tree lighting ceremony for its 18-foot 
Christmas tree decorated in full vic-
torian splendor is scheduled for sat-
urday, Dec. 3 from 2 to 3 p.m.

The Dubuque senior High school 
madrigal Performers will provide 
holiday music around the tree includ-
ing sing-alongs. Children can enter 
a drawing to light the tree. enjoy 

holiday cookies and hot chocolate 
to celebrate Christmas cheer!

For more information, visit 
CarnegieStout.org. n

LIvE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORmING ARTS SERIES

A Christmas Carol
mONDAY, DECEmBER 5 @ 7:30 Pm
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)
A Christmas Carol, performed by Per-
severance Productions, will be held 
on monday, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
university of Dubuque Heritage Cen-
ter John and Alice butler Hall.

The Christmas performance will fill 
the stage with a cast of 16 professional 
actors, lush costumes, stunning sets 
and puppetry, song and dance, a heavy 
dose of humor, and a timeless message. 
Twenty-six beloved traditional carols of 
the season will be woven throughout 
this original production of A Christmas 
Carol, accompanied by live instruments 
onstage including guitar, violin, and flute.

before the tale of the holiday clas-
sic begins, audience members will 
have the opportunity to attend two 
free events open to the public.

one of the events is a performance 
of TubACHrIsTmAs from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. on Knapp stage. Last year, 

TubACHrIsTmAs Dubuque had two 
dozen local musicians serenading the audi-
ence with familiar carols. The warm, rich 
organ-like sound of the tuba-euphonium 
choir has won the ears and hearts of every 
audience. Those interested in playing 
should contact Nolan Hauta, DmA, director 
of concert bands and assistant professor of 
instrumental music, at nhauta@dbq.edu.

The other event is a free pre-show 
reception for The Lasansky Family: Mauri-
cio, Diego, and Tomas in the University of 
Dubuque Collection from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
the bisignano Art Gallery. A special pre-
show lecture by Diego Lasansky with a 
Q&A will precede the reception at 6 p.m. 
in the straatmeyer rehearsal room.

Celebrate A Christmas Carol before the 
show with “Page to stage: A Christmas 
Carol” in November with the Dubuque 
County Library. All ages are welcome 
to the scrapbooking program that will 
celebrate your past, present, and future. 
each child who attends will receive one 
free child’s admission with the purchase 
of an adult admission to A Christmas 
Carol. Three program opportunities will 
be available: Nov. 15 at 4:30–5:30 p.m. at 
the epworth branch, Nov. 17 at 4:30–
5:30 p.m. at the Asbury branch, and Nov. 
18 at 4:30–5:30 p.m. at the Farley branch. 
register by Nov. 12 at dubcolib.org.

Tickets are $31–$49 for adults and 
$26 for children. All tickets increase 
by $5 for purchases on the day of the 
performance. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Heritage Center Farber box 
office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or 
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

Dr. LAurA CANeLo-CoHeN
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Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

Wow! An awesome gathering of Día de los Muertos sugar skull-style costumes at a big annual party hosted by Ross and Cathy Salwolke at Great River Reapers!

A humble bow from DSO Principal Cello 

Philip Bergman who was featured in the 

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra’s latest 

Classics series concert, Crouching Tiger, 

at Five Flags Theater.

Mike and Stacia Brannon greeted a whopping 
record setting 1,358 trick-or-treaters this year 
at their always stunningly Halloween decorated 
home along South Grandview Ave. in Dubuque.

They say seeing happy, wondrous kids and hearing 
thank you from nice parents makes it worth it.

Famous Dubuque actress Kate Mulgrew was on hand 
with her family members, mother and daughter 

talents Wendy S. Rolfe and Thérèse Mulgrew, whose 
works are featured in the “Women of Infl uence” 

exhibit that opened Friday, October 21.
Photo by Ron Tigges at DigitalDubuque.com.

Many locals, along with the crew of Riverboat Twilight, could not help but notice the absolutely stunning sunset that graced the skies over Dubuque on Tuesday, October 25.No, this picture was not enhanced. We hope you got to see if for yourself in person.

One of the winning entries in this year’s completely adorable Theisen’s Dog-O-Ween competition Halloween weekend in Dubuque.Dad’s hiding in the Mr. Potato Head!

The University of Dubuque Spartans won an 

overtime victory over the crosstown rival 

Loras DuHawks 27-20 in a game dubbed the 

Key City Clash. Photo by JA Creative Photo.

The Dubuque Fighting Saints fi nally 

made their home ice debut on 

November 4, crushing the Madison 

Capitols 10-2. Photo by Kodiak 

Creative/Jimmy Naprstek.

Andrew and Emily McCready of FEH 
Design pose at the National Mississippi 

River Museum & Aquarium’s ‘50s 
themed Captain’s Ball where Newt 

Marine was recognized with a National 
Rivers Hall of Fame Achievement Award!

The Dubuque Karate Club always has a great showing for the annual Halloween Parade in Dubuque, organized this year by the Julien Dubuque International Film Festival. Photo by Ron Tigges at DigitalDubuque.com.

The Dubuque Fighting Saints fi nally 

November 4, crushing the Madison 

Before the Saints home ice win, the 

newly restored Dubuque Ice Arena, 

operated by the Dubuque Racing 

Association, celebrated w
ith a Dubuque 

Area Chamber of Commerce 

ribbon cutting ceremony.
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will see making Dubuque a stop on their 
way from major market to major market.

To make that happen, moeller and 
partner John mcDermott secured the 
property near 9th and main st and began 
looking for the right partner to move 
to Dubuque and make it a reality. They 
found that man in Jeremy rizik.

“I was working in Austin, TX, and sean 
asked me if I would be interested in com-
ing up to Dubuque to open this place up,” 
says Jeremy about being lured away from 
the live music capital of the world. “People 
say, ‘You left Austin, TX for this?’” riznik 
laughs. “If you think Austin is a better 
place, go there. I think this place is better. 
People need to see the value of the arts in 
this city. I hope Dubuque comes to under-
stand how special they are and that they, 
as a community, are worth having these 
bands stop here to share their music.”

Fox Den motel opened July 7, just 
a week after Jeremy moved to Iowa. 
The music venue wasn’t ready nor the 
kitchen, but they wanted to get open 
with the bar and let people familiarize 
themselves with the place. “I have a long 
history of managing bars, so we’ll get 
it open and we will continue to open it 
up and plug in the pieces one by one.” 
The music venue is now open as well.

Investing in a music venue after the 
start of the pandemic is still a risky 
venture. staffing woes aside, they are 
seeing that ticket sales nationwide are 
still off 50% or more from what they 
were pre-pandemic. but due to strong 
sales for shows at the returning Cod-
fish Hollow, the group felt Dubuque 
was saying, “We’re ready for it!”

“We got the music venue rolling, and 
sean and I are booking the concerts 
together,” notes Jeremy. “We’re pulling in 
really awesome stuff that’s only going to 
get better with time. We have to put our-
selves on the radar for the booking agents 
who don’t know we’re here quite yet, but 
they’re finding out faster than I expected.”

Jeremy rizik is himself a musician 
and toured the country for the better 
part of the past 14 years. “There was 
something that myself and other musi-
cians went by when it comes to sean. 
When we reached out to venues, we 
needed to know how much we’re mak-
ing, how far we’re driving, taking all of 
those things into consideration. sean has 
always put on the best everything, so 
if sean tells you to be somewhere, you 
just show up. And I know musicians who 
wouldn’t do that with anyone but him.”

The downstairs music venue at Fox Den 
isn’t reinventing the wheel. It’s a relatively 
small basement in a old Dubuque build-
ing. but it’s got a stage and a bar, and with 
the draw of fantastic music, that’s all you 
need. It’s a small venue with a capacity of 

80, but with the size of Dubuque, Jer-
emy thinks it’s the perfect size. Putting 
80 people in these cozy confines makes 
the experience of the show more spe-
cial than putting the same size crowd 
in a giant space in Jeremy’s opinion.

“A lot of these national touring bands 
coming in are likely the bands you already 
listen to if you’re into the indie scene, and 
local bands get to play the shows with 
them,” adds Jeremy. “I had a girl named 
sara Lentini open up for that one. before 
that, she was playing farmers markets, 
and this was a way better gig for her. 
And it was also allowing her to recognize 
her value as an artist instead of playing 
in the corner while people eat pizza.”

“Dubuque has great arts, and that’s 
very apparent. but I don’t think this town 
has yet seen this kind of unique opportu-
nity where we’re able to host bands that 
play in 500- to 10,000-capacity venues 
the night before in Chicago, and the very 
next day, they’re coming to the 80-capac-
ity venue here. The level of quality of 
these artists that are coming in, I don’t 
think it’s quite understood yet that this 
town is capable of having it right here. The 
musicians, the artists know who we are, 
and that we’re here. but Dubuque is going 
to figure it out what a special and unique 
thing we’re building here. every visit, every 
time someone comes in here, its a totally 
different experience, I think, than you’d 
ever have in this town. Which is awesome.”

up-and-coming acts, indie music 
and emerging musical trends are a 
young person’s game. so that’s the 
audience Fox Den is going after.

“I’m booking shows for the college 
crowd. When I book box 10 (a reunion 
show for a popular ‘90s midwest band), I 
know who’s coming. but I’ve got a band 
called Hembree coming in a couple weeks, 
and it’s directly for the college crowd. I 
just don’t know if they know about it. It’s 
electronic pop music. If I can just get them 
to hear it for 15 seconds, I know I wouldn’t 
have to worry about these tickets selling. 
The hardest part is making sure the right 
people are aware. even on Nov. 10, I’ve got 
one of the winners of The Voice coming 
in here. I think that’s kind of insane.”

They’re also learning how many shows 
they can have per week, not wanting to 
burn the fanbase out. “once the arts nerds, 
like I was growing up, figure it out, this 
will be their hang.” For example, my friend 
John is a drummer and his favorite band 
right now is a band called Neighbor Lady 
out of Atlanta, GA. I saw they were on tour, 
so I called them up and asked them to 
come, and they did. John got to get up and 
play with them. What a great experience.”

Fox Den right now is a bar and music 
venue, but a company called Kitchen 
brigade is moving in with elevated bar 

Fox Den 
Motel & 
Kitchen 
Brigade
920 main St, Dubuque, IA

By Bryce Parks

Fox Den motel quietly opened in July of 
this year at 920 main st. in downtown 
Dubuque. A bar, a music venue, and a 
restaurant, all of the things that were and 
are to come from the venue were, at the 
time, only potential for the future. but 
unlike most music venues that open, Fox 
Den has a bit of an ace up its sleeve. This 
isn’t just a bar with music; it’s an exten-
sion of unique musical routing talent 
that started in the Quad Cities and has 
spread up the coast, if you will, to bring 
a very special mix of shows through our 
already richly-endowed musical town.

Let’s start with that history. The initial 
venue from which Fox Den grows, and 
also to which its name harkens, is called 

the raccoon motel. It was opened in 
Davenport, IA, by a man named sean 
moeller. (Note that neither venue is 
actually a motel. The first one just had 
raccoons living in it when they bought 
the property, and the joke stuck.) sean 
was the founder of Daytrotter studio 
and daytrotter.com which is recognized 
by those in-the-know as probably the 
largest archive of rare recordings of 
indie bands ever. From that concern, 
he went on to start opening live music 
venues. He also started booking shows 
at the now near-mythical music venue 
Codfish Hollow in maquoketa, IA.

one we thing they noticed about 
ticket sales at Codfish was that half of 
the visitors were coming from Dubuque. 
They felt there was clearly some sort 
of desire to have an established music 
venue in Dubuque that catered to tour-
ing national and international bands.

At 365ink, we have to note that Aaron 
Hefel at The Lift in the basement of 180 
main st. in Dubuque has been bringing in 
awesome up-and-coming national music 
for years and occasional impressively big 
acts as well and will surely continue to do 
so. What moeller brings is an additional 
new network of contacts and a long history 
of well-earned relationships with bands 
as well as promoters and booking agents 
that promises to expand the pool and raise 
the level of notoriety of the bands you 

NeIGHbor LADY PerFormeD AT FoX DeN moTeL LAsT moNTH

nIGHtLIFE
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food on the menu. They have already done 
pop-up kitchen events at recent shows, 
and Jeremy says more than one person 
said it was the best burger they ever had 
in their life. Those are tall words. Kristina 
at 365ink was the first in line and was 
impressed by the Wings & Cakes. The 
photos of the food certainly look amazing.

but opening Kitchen brigade is a day-
by-day endeavor. It’s all about staffing. It’s 
a Dubuque-wide problem. It’s a nation-
wide problem. It’s the only thing stop-
ping them from opening. “The absolute 
only thing,” Jeremy emphasizes. “It just 
takes one person with a lot of heart. once 
the kitchen gets going, the venue will be 
open with food six days a week, taking 
sunday or monday off. Whether or not 
they’ll be open for lunch and dinner once 
again comes directly down to staffing.”

Jeremy’s favorite part of starting 
something new is that he never runs out 
of work to do. “I love building some-
thing out of nothing. some of these little 
music venues around the country have 
the huge legacies. As a kid I knew what 
schubas was in Chicago, and I wanted 
to play there. It’s almost the same size 
as what we have here. but they always 
did such a good job of booking bands 
that you were always aware. big bands 
[popularity-wise] in small spaces. And I 
see every weekend with every show that 
sean and I are booking that it’s clear this 
is going to be one of those places. And 
to be here at the beginning of that is just 
the funnest thing in the world. I left a city 
of a million people with a thriving music 
scene to see a new one begin here.”

Part of Dubuque spoiled live music 
attitude is that people can be grumpy 
about paying cover charges to see bands.

“I don’t have any sympathy for people 
who don’t want to pay covers. These are 
five talented people driving from New 
York to LA, and they’re willing to stop in 
Dubuque, IA. I have to get them fed and 
drinks and money to get them to their next 
place. We’ve all got jobs. You can give $10 
to the touring band to see a killer show 
you won’t find anywhere else. If you don’t 
see the value it that, have fun not having 
an arts scene. It’s a self-worth thing.”

“Austin gets to be Austin because they 
spend money on the music. If you want 
to be that, throw some bucks in the hat, 
and then you get to have the musical 
quality of life that I had down in Austin. 
since I left there, I’ve had many musical 
friends also leave Austin for smaller towns. 
Lockhart, TX is the exit point for artists 
leaving Austin. For New York, it’s Kings-
ton in the Catskills. And Dubuque will be 
the exit point for artists leaving Chicago. 
The Fox Den opening is just step one.”

For show tickets and more infor-
mation, visit FoxDenMotel.com.

Upcoming Programming 
at Fox Den motel
• November 10:  

Sawyer Fredericks w/ EleanorGrace 
sawyer Fredericks is an American blues 
singer–songwriter who won the 8th 

season of The Voice in 2015. Choosing 
Pharrell Williams as his coach, Freder-
icks set series iTunes sales records and 
became the youngest male winner in 
the history of the competition at age 16.

• November 26:  
Hembree w/ Little Hurt and Kid Baron 
Hembree quickly garnered national 
attention after their single "Holy Water" 
was placed in an Apple commercial that 
aired during super bowl LII. The band's 
music has been featured in a variety 
of other national placements including 
monday Night Football (NFL) and bose.

• December 2: Mr. Softheart w/ Odd Pets 
and American Cream Band 
mr. softheart is an American 3-piece 
from Des moines and Cedar Falls, 
IA. Formed in 2021 by brothers John 
and Nick Fisher, alongside their 
long-time creative partner Char-
lie Patterson, mr. softheart’s sound 
fits most closely within a post-punk 
ethos—albeit one that favors minimal-
ism and intimacy over more con-
ventional iterations of the genre.

• December 10: Sun Green  
w/ Elijah Berlow and Jeremy Quentin 
Three great tribute sets all together 
in one great show. sun Green brings 
a Neil Young tribute set with a vet-
eran crew of Dubuque musical jour-
neymen. elijah berlow performs a 
Townes van Zandt tribute set, and 
Jeremy Quentin (that’s Jeremy from 
Fox Den) does a tribute to Wilco.

• Every Tuesday: Tuesday Night Record 
Club with DJ Jon Purvis 
bring your favorite vinyl and lis-
ten to it on the house system

• First Saturday: Fox Den Flea Market 
various vendors turn the main floor 
of Fox Den motel into a flea market. 
Find treasures from vintage jumpers 
to NAsA patches to starter plants. n

JoHN mCDermoTT AND JeremY rIZIK
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Ron Lubbers 
5 PM @ Louisburg Junction 
(Cuba City, WI)

Cirque Musica  
Holiday Wonderland 
7 PM @ Five Flags Theater

moN 11/14
Julien Chamber Choir 
7:30 PM @ Galena Center 
for the Arts (Galena, IL

Tue 11/15
Studio & New Music Recital 
6 PM @ Clarke University 
Jansen Music Hall

WeD 11/16
Nate Jenkins 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

Bingo 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

THu 11/17
Marty Raymond 
7 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Songwriters Showcase:  
Sophia Landis, Bruce Tessmer 
7 PM @ Galena Center for 
the Arts (Galena, IL)

The Guthries 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Mannheim Steamroller 
Christmas 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Pallin’ with HAL Piano Night 
8 PM @ Kava Kava

Amy Lavere and WIll Sexton 
8 PM @ The Lift

FrI 11/18
Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Nurse Blake 
7 & 9:30 PM @ Diamond Jo 
Casino Mississippi Moon Bar

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jonah Jurkens 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Joe and Vicki Price 
8 PM @ The Lift

Boogie Monster 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Joie Wails 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAT 11/19
Jeff Fosbender @ Noon 
Lauren Hall @ 5 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co

Lenny Wayne @ Noon 
Dan McGuire @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Dan Peart 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard  
(Scales Mound, IL)

Johnnie Walker 
4 PM @ Hawg Dogs (Savanna, IL)

Attitude of Gratitude: Tapestry 
4:30 PM @ Grand River Center

Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Matthew Hamilton 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

John Moran 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Danny Parker Project 
7 PM @ Knickers Saloon

MiniMonster Duo 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Jimmy Welty Band 
7 PM @ Twisted Vines 
(Potosi, WI)

Amy Friedl Stoner 
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

Ron Lubbers 
7:30 PM @ Joliet Event Center

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Jonah Jurkens 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Secrets 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Tony Walker 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Not Quite Brothers 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Gina Owens 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Educational Davis, Pollinators, 
Hayes Noble 
10 PM @ The Lift

Cirque Du Buque Drag Cabaret 
10 PM @ Smokestack

suN 11/20
Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

20th Century Smooth Jazz with 
Bateman and Palucci 
1:30 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Sarah Boyle and Zoey Kleitsch 
2 PM @ Corner Taproom 
(Cascade, IA)

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

BJ McAndrew 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Clint Black feat. Lisa Hartman 
Black, Lily Pearl Black 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

WeD 11/23
Beau Timmerman 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery  
(Guttenberg, IA)

Mixed Emotions 
5 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Jay Harris, Big Night Out 
6 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Massey Road 
6 PM @ Grand Tap

Marques Morel 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

Joey Valenti 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Johnnie Walker 
6 PM @ Pizzeria Uno Annex  
(Platteville, WI)

Jake Bender and Eric W 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Elizabeth Mary Duo 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Joie Wails 
7 PM @ Obie’s (Maquoketa, IA)

Rock Steady 
8 PM @ The Dungeon

Johnny Trash 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Sun Green 
8 PM @ Southend Tap

THu 11/10
Luke Thomas 
6 PM @ Textile Brewing Co  
(Dyersville, IA)

Sawyer Fredericks, EleanorGrace 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Gypsy 
7 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Modeling, Pure Service 
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 11/11
Bob and Gus 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Ball in the House 
7 PM @ Steeple Square

Sophie Coyote 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Meghan Davis 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Chris Higgins 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Ryan Niemiller 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Renegade Wildflower 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Steve Cavanaugh &  
Randy Droessler 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

MiniMonster 
8 PM @ Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

sAT 11/12
Denis La Grassa @ Noon 
Keith Scott @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Lenny Wayne @ 2 PM 
Mike Droho @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

LA Suess 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard  
(Scales Mound, IL)

Hawkeyes Game: University of 
Iowa Alumni Band @ 2:30 PM 
The Blue 2 @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

DR Duo 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Balvanz and Powers 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Theresa Rosetta 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Sun Green 
7 PM @ Smokestack

Meghan Davis 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Chris Higgins 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Wrëking Crüe 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Kings of Radio 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Adam Beck 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

New Rules Duo 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Brion Bowman 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Pete Dio and the Old and Dirty, 
Barstool Brown 
10 PM @ The Lift

suN 11/13
Nate Jenkins 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Mixed Emotions 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Julien Winds &  
Clarke Wind Ensemble 
2 PM @ Clarke University 
Jansen Music Hall

Viva la Musique 
2 PM @ Westminister 
Presbyterian Church

The Matisse Piano Trio 
2 PM @ Sinsinawa Mound 
Center (Sinsinawa, WI)

Gyspy 
2 PM @ Corner Taproom 
(Cascade, IA)

Johnnie Walker 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery  
(Guttenberg, IA)

Tony Walker 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Scott Waterhouse 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

TRI-STATE LIvE mUSIC
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FrI 11/25
Hawkeyes Game: University of 
Iowa Alumni Band 
3 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Brittany Sword 
4 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Secrets 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Amanda Beard 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

MiniMonster Duo 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Rock Steady 
7 PM @ Hilltop at Menominee 
(Menominee, IL)

Steve Kalmes 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Johnnie Walker 
7 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

Hearthfire Duo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Pop Rocks 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Spazmatics 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Three Quarter Buzz 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAT 11/26
Second Chances @ Noon 
Scott Cornwell @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Big Night Out 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Christmas On The Square:  
Joie Wails 
3 PM @ Cable Car Square

Danny Parker Project 
5 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

MiniMonster Duo 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Theresa Rosetta 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Hembree, Little Hurt, Kid Baron 
7 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Kampfire Kings Duo 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Ten Gallon Hat 
7 PM @ Cajun Jacks (Elizabeth, IL)

Silver Bells and Diamonds 
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

Hearthfire Duo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Ladies of the 80’s 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Latin Night: DJ Papi 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Rock Steady 
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Taste Like Chicken 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Sly Fox Karaoke 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Matt Hamilton 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

TyJon Charlie 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

David Zollo and the Body Electric 
10 PM @ The Lift

suN 11/27
Beau Timmerman 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Knickers Saloon

John Moran 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

WeD 11/30
Scott Cornwell 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

THu 12/1
Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FrI 12/2
Misbehavin’ 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Jimmy Welty Band 
7 PM @ Locals Bar (Epworth, IA)

Lojo Russo 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Christmas at Heritage Center 
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Maddie Poppe 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Mr. Softheart, Odd Pets, 
American Cream Band 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Laura & The Longhairs 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Middle Western 
10 PM @ The Lift

sAT 12/3
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra: 
Family Holiday Concert 
1 PM @ Five Flags Theater

The Resistors 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Steve & Randy 
5 PM @ Midtown Marina 
(East Dubuque, IL)

Jacquie Miller 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Joseph Valenti 
5:30 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Jef Spradley 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Joie Wails 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

NIXON 
7 PM @ Southend Tap

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra: 
Holiday Concert 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Drink 182 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Ron Tegler Jazz Band 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Lojo 
8 PM @ Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Theresa Rosetta 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

RatchetJaw 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

NIGHTLIFE
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Elizabeth Mary 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Massey Road 
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club  
(Asbury, IA)

Mixed Emotions 
8 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

Casey Klien 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Gypsy 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Three Quarter Buzz 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

suN 12/11
Massey Road 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Abbey Roade 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Secrets 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

BJ McAndrew 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

THu 12/15
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

FrI 12/16
Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Gypsy 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Danny McDade 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Big Night Out 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Miles Nielsen &  
The Rusted Hearts 
10 PM @ The Lift

sAT 12/17
Three Quarter Buzz 
5 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Gypsy 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Steve & Randy 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Jake Bender 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Danny McDade 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Hairball 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Secrets 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Tony Walker 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

suN 12/4
Jimmy Welty Band 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Scott Waterhouse 
2 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra: 
Holiday Concert 
2 PM @ Five Flags Theater

John Moran 
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Ladies Must Swing 
2 PM @ Turner Hall (Galena, IL)

DR Duo 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Gypsy 
3 PM @ Textile Brewing 
Company (Dyersville, IA)

WeD 12/7
DR Duo 
6 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Michael & River Breitbach 
6 PM @ Jubeck New 
World Brewing

THu 12/8
Shekinah King 
6 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Bingo 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

St Judes Trivia Fundraiser 
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 12/9
Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Classical Blast 
7:30 PM @ Turner Hall  
(Galena, IL)

Maiden Dixie 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Steve Cavanaugh &  
Randy Droessler 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAT 12/10
Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Joie Wails 
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Nate Jenkins 
5:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Tony Walker 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Theresa Rosetta 
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Casey Jo Collins 
7 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Texas Tenors 
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Sweet Siren 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Sun Green, Elijah Berlow, 
Jeremy Quentin 
8 PM @ Fox Den Motel

Rock Steady 
8 PM @ Shenanigan’s

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
vIeW our FuLL 
NIGHTLIFe LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC



Upcoming Entertainment

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Wrëking Crüe
NOvEmBER 12 @ 8 Pm
Wrëking Crüe’s performance replicates four 
eras of mötley Crüe concerts, down to the 
smallest details. The outstanding visual 
experience brings with it the high-energy 
rock ‘n’ roll that mötley Crüe is known for 
but on an up close and personal level.

Nurse Blake
NOvEmBER 18 @ 7 & 9:30 Pm
Nurse Blake is one-of-a-kind entertainer who uses his experience as a nurse for a fun-filled 
comedy event that celebrates the hard work of healthcare providers. Blake tells candid and raw 
stories from his time in nursing school and from his shifts at the bedside. His upbeat attitude and 
hilarious spins on the obstacles nurses face day to day offer a fun and interactive experience. 
Blake’s comedy stands apart by using humor to advocate for nurses. By using masterful storytelling 
to captivate audiences, he provides an unforgettable night of laughs and inspiration.

Additional Entertainment

POP ROCKS
NOvEmBER 25 @ 8 Pm

LADIES OF THE 80’S
NOvEmBER 26 @ 8 Pm

MADDIE POPPE
DECEmBER 2 @ 8 Pm

DRINK 182
DECEmBER 3 @ 8 Pm

SWEET SIREN
DECEmBER 10 @ 8 Pm

HAIRBALL
DECEmBER 17 @ 8 Pm

NIGHTRAIN
DECEmBER 30 @ 8 Pm

DUELING PIANOS
DECEmBER 31 @ 8 Pm

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA:  

ULTIMATE ROCK HITS
JANUARY 13 & 14 @ 8 Pm

Ryan Niemiller
NOvEmBER 11 @ 8 Pm
Ryan Niemiller took 3rd place in season 14 of 
America’s Got Talent. Despite being born with 
a disability in both arms, the self-proclaimed 
“Cripple Threat of Comedy” shares his 
views of the world from the perspective of 
the handicapped (and very handsome).
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Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife

SUNDAY
Disco Brunch  
w/ DJ SaladSpinner 
2nd Sun @ 9 AM 
Convivium Urban Farmstead

Picnic Basket Concerts:  
Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sun @ Noon 
Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Sun @ 1 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Bingo 
Sun @ 4 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

MONDAY
Trivia 
3rd Mon @ 6:30 PM 
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Taproom Trivia 
1st Mon @ 6:30 PM 
The Corner Taproom 
(Cascade, IA)

Comedy 
Mon @ 9 PM 
Monk’s

TUESDAY
Tuesday Night Record Club  
w/ DJ Jon Purvis 
Tuesdays @ 7 PM 
Fox Den Motel

Trivia 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Tue @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
HitMix Music Bingo  
Wed @ 7 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Trivia For Dorks 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co.

WORDS:  
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic  
Wed @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Hy-Vee Locust

Trivia w/ Think & Drink  
Wed @ 8 PM 
Barrel House

Open Mic 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
Wed @ 8 PM 
Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke 
Wed @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Hy-Vee Trivia 
Thu @ 6:30 PM 
Hy-Vee Dodge

Music Bingo 
Thu @ 7 PM 
7 Hills North (Platteville, WI)

Jukebox Bingo 
Every Other Thu: 
11/17, 12/1, 12/15 @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

Tomato Throw Show 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen 
Thu @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke w/ Genesis 
Thu @ 9 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Karaoke 
Thu @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Rotating DJ 
Thu @ 9:30 PM 
1st & Main

FRIDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
2nd Fri @ 7 PM  
Dubuque Driving Range

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
Fri @ 8 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Karaoke 
Fri @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Dj Maica 
Fri @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

SATURDAY
Picnic Basket Concerts:  
Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sat @ Noon 
Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

Karaoke 
Sat @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

Dj Maica 
Sat @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

Comedy Showcase 
1st Sat @ 10 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LooKING For A Free AND eAsY WAY To PromoTe Your LIve 

musIC? seND Your eNTerTAINmeNT CALeNDAr our WAY!

emAIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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Regional 
Nightlife & 
Festivals

DAVENPORT, IA
Welshly Arms, Motherfolk, 
Bryce Fox 
Nov 16 @ Raccoon Motel

Granger Smith 
Nov 20 @ Rhythm City Casino

Million Dollar Quartet 
Nov 27 @ Adler Theatre

Lissie, Cat Clyde 
Dec 3 @ Raccoon Motel

Whitney, Squirrel Flower 
Dec 4 @ Raccoon Motel

Home Free, Texas Hill,  
Abby Anderson 
Dec 14 @ Adler Theatre

STOMP 
Jan 19 @ Adler Theatre

MOLINE, IL
Carrie Underwood 
Nov 12 @ Vibrant Arena

Old Dominion 
Jan 21 @ Vibrant Arena

EAST MOLINE, IL
Drowning Pool 
Nov 13 @ The Rust Belt

Eva Under Fire, ALBORN, 
Crobot, Discrepancies 
Dec 10 @ The Rust Belt

Sawyer Brown 
Dec 15 @ The Rust Belt

Sevendust 
Dec 29 @ The Rust Belt

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
Black Veil Brides, Motionless 
In White, Ice Nine Kills 
Nov 11 @ Alliant Energy 
PowerHouse

Tower of Power 
Nov 11 @ Paramount Theatre

Here Come the Mummies 
Nov 13 @ Alliant Energy 
PowerHouse

The Black Jacket Symphony 
Presents: Led Zeppelin IV 
Nov 13 @ Paramount Theatre

Alisabeth Von Presley 
Dec 9 @ Paramount Theatre

Celtic Angels 
Dec 11 @ Paramount Theatre

IOWA CITY, IA
Bill Frisell & Petra Haden 
Dec 10 @ Englert Theatre

Miguel Zenón 
Jan 18 @ Englert Theatre

Dan Knight 
Jan 20 @ Englert Theatre

RIVERSIDE, IA
LeAnn Rimes 
Nov 9 @ Riverside Casino

MADISON, WI
Shrek Rave 
Nov 10 @ Majestic Theatre

Amy Schumer 
Nov 10 @ The Orpheum

Mersiv, Kumarion, Suparave, 
Kyral x Banko 
Nov 11 @ Majestic Theatre

Remain in Night, Mike 
Servito, Carlos Souffront, and 
Fabiola & Lorelei 
Nov 12 @ High Noon Saloon

Droeloe 
Nov 12 @ Liquid

Puscifer, Night Club 
Nov 13 @ The Sylvee

DJ Pauly D 
Nov 18 @ Liquid

Amanda Shires, Honey Harper 
Nov 18 @ Majestic Theatre

PiCKUPLiNES 
Nov 19 @ Liquid

Machine Head 
Nov 22 @ High Noon Saloon

Latin Music Fest 
Nov 23 @ Majestic Theatre

Rusko 
Nov 25 @ Liquid

Daryl Hall, Todd Rundgren 
Nov 27 @ The Orpheum

Five Finger Death Punch, 
Brantley Gilbert 
Dec 2 @ Alliant Energy Center

Chad Daniels 
Dec 3 @ The Orpheum

Amon Amarth, Carcass, 
Obituary, Cattle Decapitation 
Dec 5 @ The Sylvee

Zach Williams, Ben Fuller 
Dec 6 @ The Orpheum

Falling in Reverse,  
Escape the Fate, Fame on Fire 
Dec 5 @ The Sylvee

Lissie, Cat Clyde 
Dec 8 @ Majestic Theatre

Johnnyswim 
Dec 9 @ Majestic Theatre

Champagne Drip 
Dec 10 @ Liquid

Modest Mouse, Mattress 
Dec 11 @ The Sylvee

Dirt Monkey 
Dec 10 @ Liquid

Frogleg, Chicken Wire 
Empire, Chris Castino 
Dec 30 @ High Noon Saloon

Joey’s Song Benefit Concert 
Jan 7 @ The Sylvee

G. Love and Donavon Fran-
kenreiter, Nat Myers 
Jan 13 @ The Sylvee

ONEUS 
Jan 21 @ The Orpheum

Lake Street Drive,  
Monica Martin 
Jan 25 @ The Sylvee

Anthrax, Black Label Society, 
Exodus 
Jan 27 @ The Sylvee

Adam Melchor 
Feb 1 @ Majestic Theatre

Gregory Alan Isakov 
Feb 2 @ The Orpheum

Umphrey’s McGee 
Feb 2 @ The Sylvee

Fitz and the Tantrums, 
BabyJake 
Feb 3 @ The Sylvee
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THu 11/10

Sawyer Fredericks, EleanorGrace
7 Pm @ FOX DEN mOTEL (920 mAIN ST)

TICKETS: $18 GA; $50 vIP

sawyer Christopher Fredericks is an 
American blues singer–songwriter 
who won the 8th season of The Voice 
in 2015. Choosing Pharrell Williams as 
his coach, Fredericks set series iTunes 
sales records and became the young-
est male winner in the history of the 
competition at age 16. eleanorGrace of 
Des moines, IA opens. Doors at 6 p.m.

FrI 11/11

Renegade Wildflower
8 Pm @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOm 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: FREE

A wildflower will grow anywhere—
through concrete if it has to. It just 
won’t be stopped. renegade Wild-
flower brings a relentless assault to the 
stage, playing what they love: their own 
energetic brand of southern rock. With 
roots from the heart of Texas and north-
ern Illinois, the well that renegade Wild-
flower draws from is filled with soaring 
harmonies and gritty, heartfelt guitar 
work inspired by acts such as Lynyrd 
skynyrd, Waylon Jennings, and stevie 
ray vaughan. bringing a huge sound to 
the stage reminiscent of the 1970s live 
music experience, this is one show you 
will tell your friends about. renegade 
Wildflower is ready to serve up the fin-
est southern rock the area has to offer.

Sophie Coyote
7 Pm @ GEHLEN BARN  

(101 mAIN ST, ST. DONATUS, IA)

sophie Ann Tootelian aka “sophie 
Coyote’’ is a singer-songwriter from the 
small midwestern town of Waddam’s 
Grove, IL. she was raised on a broad 
range of musical influences that include 
Fleetwood mac, Led Zeppelin, Patsy 
Cline, Johnny Cash, and many more. 
This open mind of influence has led to 
a songwriting style that is reminiscent 
of the raw and honest age of music; 
lyrically driven with interesting stories 
and unique twists and wordplay. Her 
recently released live recorded eP, 
Indigo Child, features six of her original 
songs. As she is finishing up recording 
a professionally produced Christmas 
song that is set to release in Novem-
ber, she is also beginning preproduc-
tion for her first full length album.

sAT 11/12

Kings of Radio
8 Pm @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOm 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: FREE

Fist-pumping, head-bobbing, sing-
at-the-top-of-your-lungs ‘80s rock… 
and a little roll, baby! Kings of radio 
are a high-energy, five-piece cover 
band formed in the spring of 2010. 
The group consists of long-time 
veterans of the southern Wisconsin 
music scene that have collaborated 
in various projects over the years.

NIGHTLIFE

The matisse 
Piano Trio
SUNDAY, NOvEmBER 13 @ 2 Pm
SINSINAWA mOUND CENTER  
(585 COUNTY RD Z, SINSINAWA, WI)
The matisse Piano Trio will present a 
concert at sinsinawa mound Center at 
2 p.m. on sunday, Nov. 13. This concert is 
part of the 175th anniversary celebration 
of the founding of the Dominican sisters 
of sinsinawa and honors both Fr. samuel 
mazzuchelli, oP, and the first sisters.

The performance features music from 
Italy (Corelli), by a woman composer 
(Fanny mendelssohn), and a special jazzy 
“American” piece by Paul schoenfield.

The matisse Piano Trio members are 
Katie Wolf (violin), Anthony Arnone 
(cello), and Liang-yu Wang (piano). Wolf 
and Arnone are music faculty at the 
university of Iowa and have performed 
with symphonies and chamber music 
groups, recorded, and taught through-
out the united states. Wang is the 
collaborative pianist for Northwestern 
university’s bienen school of music and 
has an equal array of teaching, record-
ing, and performance experiences.

masks are required. Free offering. 
For more information, contact sister 
Priscilla Wood, oP, at 608-748-4411 
or visit sinsinawa.org. n

Ball in the House
FRIDAY, NOvEmBER 11 @ 7 Pm
STEEPLE SQUARE (101 E 15TH ST)
The Dubuque Arts Council presents 
ball in the House (bitH), an r&b, soul, 
and pop a cappella group based out of 
boston, mA, whose high energy shows 
have audiences singing, dancing, even 
beatboxing along. Find them at steeple 
square on Friday, Nov. 11 at 7 p.m.

With their extensive tour schedule (aver-
aging 200 shows a year), ball in the House 
has performed everywhere—from theaters 
to performing arts centers, fairs and fes-
tivals, to opening for some of the biggest 
acts in the world, such as The beach boys, 
The Jonas brothers, The Temptations, 
Fantasia, Gladys Knight, Lionel richie, Jes-
sica simpson, blondie, smokey robinson, 
KC & The sunshine band, Diamond rio, 
Colin raye, orleans, and numerous others.

They headlined the 2016 and 2018 
China International Chorus Festival 
in beijing, won the 2016 boston Har-
mony sweepstakes, and were voted 
2014 APCA band of the Year and 2009 
best of boston for outstanding musi-
cal Performers. For six years, they were 
the voices behind all the Cool Whip 
commercials and recently wrote and 
performed the jingle for Amazon’s Prime 
Day. ball in the House has appeared on 
America’s Got Talent, The TODAY show, 
The Daily Buzz, the Philadelphia 4th of 
July Parade, and sbs Culture Club and 
mbC News in seoul, south Korea.

This concert is part of the Dubuque 
Arts Council Artist in residence pro-
gram and is free to attend. Donations 
are welcome. For additional informa-
tion, contact he Dubuque Arts Council 
at dubuqueartscouncil@gmail.com 
or 563-556-7748. n

LIvE mUSIC &  
ENTERTAINmENT FEATURES
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THu 11/17

Sophia Landis and Bruce Tessmer
7 Pm @ GALENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS  

(971 GEAR ST, GALENA, IL)

TICKETS: FREE

A lifelong singer and songwriter, sophia 
Landis’s lyrics are rooted in compas-
sion and grit, backed by polished piano 
and powerhouse vocals. Her raw blend 
of ballads and blues is both sooth-
ing and invigorating. A solo acoustic 
singer-songwriter from southwest 
Wisconsin, bruce Tessmer’s music 
covers a variety of styles from origi-
nals to blues, classic rock, and coun-
try. refreshments will be available.

FrI 11/18

Joe and vicki Price
8 Pm @ THE LIFT (180 mAIN ST, LOWER LEvEL)

In a world where words like “legend” 
get thrown around entirely too lightly, 
it’s good to know that there are a few 
people still worthy of the word’s original 
intent. Price has opened for the likes 
of Iris Dement and John Lee Hooker, 
while Iowa’s own Greg brown calls Price 
“the buddha.” brown isn’t alone in his 
praise, as a litany of Iowa musicians list 
Joe as one of their influences. Joe and 
vicki married in 1987, but vicki had been 
holding her own in the wilds of small 
town Iowa before then. bold and brassy 
when she wants to be, vicki’s voice has 
elicited visions of Loretta Lynn or June 
Carter, but she’s able to get far bluesier 
than any of her most obvious compari-
sons. This duo is far more than the sum 
of their impressive parts: it is when these 
two take the stage together that the 
genuine magic happens. Joe and vicki 
are both members of the Iowa blues 
Hall of Fame. Their 2009 album, Rain 
or Shine, won the Independent music 
Award for best blues CD of the year. 
Joe is also a member of the Iowa rock 
and roll Hall of Fame and was a finalist 
in the International blues Challenge.

sAT 11/19

Educational Davis, Pollinators, 
Hayes Noble
10 Pm @ THE LIFT (180 mAIN ST, LOWER LEvEL)

synthesizers and drum machines and 
guitars, oh my! Across most of the 
music madison, WI’s educational Davis 
has made in his bands and solo projects, 
it’s easy to get the sense that he is 
messing with you, deliberately blur-
ring the line between absurdity and 
sincerity. In the oddball post-punk/
new-wave bands The No And maybe 
Game and baristacide, he often paired 
deliberately nonsensical lyrics with 
vocal melodies that clearly aimed for 
emotional resonance. Things get a lot 
more focused and perhaps slightly less 
goofy on his solo album, Sing Bleow 
Bleow. built largely around synths and 
drum machines, songs like “Conversa-
tion” and “Let me” capture some his 
best vocal performances yet, putting 
his romantic baritone to good use.

sAT 11/26

Hembree, Little Hurt, Kid Baron
7 Pm @ FOX DEN mOTEL (920 mAIN ST)

Hailing from the American midwest, 
Hembree’s atmospheric indie dance-
rock is both anxious and infectious. In 
January 2018, Hembree were featured 
by NPr’s Slingshot, a series dedicated 
to emerging artists, and a month later, 
their single “Holy Water” was fea-
tured on a super bowl ad for Apple. 
That same year, Rolling Stone named 
Hembree as one of the 30 best Artists 
at sXsW 2018. The band released their 
full-length debut, House on Fire, in 2019. 
They also appear on the soundtrack 
of Netflix’s 13 Reasons Why: Season 
3. It’s a rare treat that they mosey 
through Dubuque on their way across 
the country, and you can catch them 
in the very up-close-and-personal 
live music venue, Fox Den motel.
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Myson’s 
Tacos and 
Burritos
By Danny Fairchild

As I write this, I am drunk.
Don’t judge. Lots of writers write while 

drunk. I’d hazard to say mosT. but I’m 
doing it for sCIeNCe! see, I’m about to tell 
you all about a sexy-ass food truck named 
myson’s Tacos and burritos. You’ve likely 
seen myson’s parked at local bars around 
town. I usually catch them at southend 
Tap. They’ve been at odd Fellows, too. 
It’s the big yellow bastard of a food truck 
with a neon light show and fun sound 
effects. myson’s brings the party, yo.

Why am I drunk? Write! sorry! I’m 
drunk because I had myson’s food truck 
tacos a few weeks before bryce slammed 
this assignment on my desk and said, 
“Write, dammit!” before going back to 
trying to stop spider-man. see, I’m drunk 
now because when I had those tacos… I 
was drunk. And I don’t think I’m insult-
ing anybody by saying that myson’s 
Tacos and burritos tacos and burritos 
are best consumed blotto. They’re a 
late-night delicacy that is way-hey-hey 
better than a fast food taco, and you 
don’t have to try to convince your Lyft 
driver to go through the drive-thru.

I guess that explains that I was drunk 
then, but it doesn’t explain why I’m drunk 
now, does it? but here’s the thing: With a 
newborn in the house, I can’t go chasing a 
barhopping food truck around. I’m relying 
on my memories for this column. Don’t 
worry. If there’s one thing I can remember 
the details of, it’s food, glorious food. I 
remember the experience very well. buT! 
since I was drunk then, I can remem-
ber them so much better while drunk.

Aha! And now we’ve come to it! state-
dependent learning! I’m drunk NoW to 
better remember the myson’s tacos I had 
THeN. Not only that, chances are you’re 
going to have a few drinks in you before 
eating myson’s, so Drunk Danny is who 
you’re going to want to listen to, anyway.

but first, I’m going to tell you what 
you can expect at myson’s by way of 
getting something off my chest. Yeah, 
we’re talking about a taco truck, but if 
your next question is “Are they authen-
tic?” you deserve no tacos. “Authentic” 
cuisine is meaningless. seriously. It means 
NoTHING. You can tell it means nothing 
because nobody agrees about what’s 
really authentic cuisine. Kind of like how 

metal fans can’t agree on which bands are 
metal. The metal bands they like are metal, 
the metal bands they hate aren’t metal.

so! If by “Are they authentic?” you’re 
asking whether you can easily pretend they 
were made by someone’s abuela from a 
generations-old family recipe, then no. You 
cannot. And you sHouLD not. That’s not 
something you should want. If by “Are they 
authentic?” you’re asking if they’re good, 
then boy howdy, yes. They’re good. Hmm. 
I have an answer that suits both situations:

Q. Are they authentic?
A. They serve walking tacos
Walking tacos are delicious. And bril-

liant. but walking tacos aren’t authentic 
ANYTHING. For those somehow unfamil-
iar with walking tacos: You take a bag of 
Doritos or Fritos or similar (though I think 
if you use Fritos, it’s actually called a Frito 
pie), open it on up, then add in your favor-
ite taco fixins. At myson’s, whether you’re 
talking about a regular taco, a burrito, or 
a walking taco, your meat options are the 
same: ground beef, chicken, and steak. 
From there, you can get as down and dirty 
as you want with spanish rice, refried 
beans, green or red salsa, sour cream, gua-
camole, shredded cheese. You know… the 
usual suspects. I had the regular tacos, but 
a friend of mine ordered a walking taco, 
and I got to try it. It was a chicken one. If 
you’re going into this thing with the under-
standing that you’re going to be getting 
a buzz on, I recommend the walking taco. 
much more self-contained in the chip bag. 
The regular tacos were served in clam-
shell containers, and that’s just something 
Drunk Danny doesn’t want to deal with, 
and I suspect Drunk You doesn’t, either.

but then again, sometimes you just want 
to grab something wrapped or folded in a 
flatbread and press it into your face. This 
describes many dishes from around the 
world, so again, get the hell out of here 
with “Is it authentic?” but yes… sometimes 
you just want a taco or a burrito. I got 
one chicken and one ground beef taco. 
I don’t often order steak tacos at a food 
truck because it’s usually long since too 
overcooked for my taste. No worries here. 
I mean, sure the steak is cooked, but I stole 
a bite from my partner, and it was hearty 
and flavorful and nom. As for the chicken, 
samesies. Hearty and flavorful and nom. 
but I preferred the ground beef. It reminded 
me of taco nights when I was a kid.

Q. Are they authentic?
A. They call forth fond memories 

of the tacos made by my parents who, 
against everything we know about 
genetics, were even whiter than me.

I did not get to sink my teeth into a 
burrito, but judging by the tacos, walk-
ing or otherwise, you’re in safe hands.

beverages! Well… you’re likely 
going to be imbibing at the bar, but 

sTeAK TACo AND JerK CHICKeN burrITo

CHICKeN (LeFT) AND sTeAK (rIGHT) burrITos WITH ALL THe FIXINs

COLUMnIsts
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myson’s $1 sodas (Coke, sprite, orange 
Fanta) are a damn good value.

I’ve made it my calling card to 
comment on the poop and pee facili-
ties so you know what you’re getting 
there. That all depends on what bar 
myson’s is parked at, of course. Yummy 
tacos are worth a little risk, yeah?

Let’s talk about this food truck. It’s 
a big ‘un. A big ol’, huge ol’ food truck 
painted construction zone yellow. The 
loud color starkly contrasts the sedate 
black lettering. During the day, it looks like 
the signage of an old No Frills super-
market. but then the lights go down…

The lights go down and suddenly 
you’re going from bag-your-own grocer-
ies to trance-inducing light show with 
these multicolored strand lights flash-
ing like they require a seizure disclaimer. 
And the sounds! I couldn’t hear it sum-
moning me while I was in a loud bar. 
my fault. I drunkenly wandered too far. 
but I hear the truck makes delightful 
summoning noises. It’s just that Drunk 
Danny didn’t get to experience it.

It’s a multipurpose aesthetic, really. 
really takes the look from day into night. 
Plus, if they’re parked at a more casual hang 
spot, you want something attention grab-
bing, but not too loud. but when the old 
man cranks the Freedom rock… woo hoo!

myson’s, my friends, is bar food. Plain 
and simple. And good. but it’s good 
because it’s plain and simple. Like I said…
sometimes you just want to cram a taco 
in your face. usually when you’re drunk.

bryce and Kristina ventured out to try 
myson’s in a much less drunken state, and 
here are some of Kristina’s thoughts:

I met myson’s owner Alvin (yes, like the 
famed chipmunk) after a late-night romp 
at monk’s. on my way home, I passed 
that aforementioned light show behind 
odd Fellows, threw my car in reverse, and 
got in line for some food truck goodness. 
earlier that day while looking for some 

dining column options, I messaged bryce 
about myson’s, and then I had a whole 
discussion about manifestation at monk’s. 
so did I find the food truck or did it find 
me? All I know is I went home with a bur-
rito and taco and the thought that I may 
have ordered too much food for one belly.

on the menu that night, in addition 
to the ground beef, steak, and chicken 
options was jerk chicken. The very enthu-
siastic eater in front of me highly recom-
mended the jerk chicken, so I went with 
that in a burrito along with a steak taco. 
The jerk chicken was well seasoned but 
not overly seasoned, moist but not soppy, 
and just enough heat for me to notice it 
but plenty spicy for most folk. I’m a sauce 
girl, so I got a cup of each, and suggest 
you do too if that’s your sort of thing.

If you’re feeling a bit peckish, a taco 
will do you well, and lucky for you, they’re 
sold individually. but if you’re look-
ing for something to fill you up, you’ll 
want the burrito. It’s got some heft to it, 
especially if you add rice and beans.

Named after his sons (my-sons… 
get it?), Alvin is dedicated to his fam-
ily and his big yellow truck. He’s got a 
second truck in the works which will 
be led by his nephew. The family busi-
ness just keeps on growing! n

COLUmNISTS

myson’s Tacos and Burritos
563-348-0770
Facebook: “myson’s Tacos and burritos”

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY DoesN’T TAKe CrAP 

From NoboDY, buT He’LL 

TAKe FooD From ALmosT 

ANYboDY. IF You WANT 

To FIGHT DANNY, or FeeD HIm Nom-Noms, 

emAIL HIm AT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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Project 
Hail Mary 
by Andy 
Weir
Just released 
in paperback
By John mcAndrew

macGyver in space. Andy Weir, the author 
of The Martian, from which the matt 
Damon movie was made, gives readers 
another scientific nail biter. Like cigarettes 
delivering nicotine, the story is the delivery 
mechanism for lots of science. some of 
it is speculative, a “what if…” exercise 
for the author and readers. but much of 
it will be red meat for those well-read 
in chemistry, astronomy, physics, and 
the like. If you are not well-read in those 
subjects, never fear: Weir has a knack for 
making the science “extra”—if you grasp 
it, it enriches the story, and if you don’t, 
it doesn’t hurt your ability to turn the 
pages as quickly as you’ll be inclined to.

Weir lives to solve problems, to put his 
characters in situations where everything is 
going wrong and they have to figure their 
way out of it. In The Martian, the protago-
nist finds himself stranded on mars, where 
he has to feed himself and find a way to 
let folks back home know he’s still alive.

In Project Hail Mary, not just the protag-
onist but our entire planet is in peril. scien-
tists have detected an arc of infrared light 
between our sun and venus, and it corre-
lates with a noticeable diminution of solar 
activity and light. The predicted impact on 
earth would be more rapid than climate 
change, and likewise catastrophic to life 
as we know it. The source of the infrared 
light is a mass of single-celled organisms—
a new life form—which the protagonist, 
a middle school science teacher named 
ryland Grace, dubs Astrophage (sun 
eater). The nations and governments of 
the world unite to take decisive action 
(yes, the book is fiction) and appoint a 
crisis czar to coordinate the response. 
And so the journey and the action begin.

Weir deftly navigates the line between 
speculative science and the laws of nature 
and technology that will be more or less 
familiar to readers. Where did the life 
form come from? What are its compo-
nent parts? How would humans achieve 
the near light speed travel necessary to 
engage the problem, and how would a 
crew travel the time and space required to 
find a solution and deliver it back home?

Grace has a PhD in biological sci-
ences who ends up a teacher after his 
academic career goes sideways. He is, 
like many good teachers, a polymath who 
knows a little bit about a lot of subjects, 
with a capacity for delving much deeper 
into any of them, as needed. This gives 
the author leeway to introduce as wide 
a range of questions as he is inclined 
to explore. A reader gets the sense 
that Weir uses his books as an excuse 
to do research into topics which fasci-
nate him. His curiosity is infectious.

The story is a page-turner. If you are 
so inclined, you can ask yourself as you 
read, what questions would you need 
to answer in the crises the characters 
encounter? What do you know about the 
space ship, the characters, and the sci-
ence that would help? What do you need 
to know? (A science teacher could have 
a field day using this book to give their 
class problem after problem to solve, to 
teach them how to synthesize new solu-
tions from the science they know. other 
teachers or book groups may use it as an 
entry into discussions of leadership during 
crises, about the almost universal need 
for connection, and so on.) Weir has a 
delightful, playful sense of humor which 
he, perhaps, employs more frequently 
than necessary to counterbalance the 
science. If you seek character develop-
ment in your fiction, seek it elsewhere. This 
story is a lark and a series of puzzles, not 
an inquiry into human nature or society. 
more Ludlum than Le Guin. Weir would 
himself make a great teacher of curious 
minds of any age. enjoy the mysteries. n
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Start Your 
Day Strong!
By Hy-vee Nutritionists megan Dalsing (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

You’ve probably heard that breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day, and it’s true. It is important to start your day 
with nutrient-dense meal solutions to help you achieve your 
health and wellness goals while kicking off the holiday season.

Consuming breakfast can lead to healthier eating habits. A 
nutrient-dense breakfast can lead to less unwanted snacking or 
grazing—helping with weight management. Also, a nutrient-
dense breakfast is fuel for the body and can help regulate 
your glucose levels. Consuming consistent meals and snacks 
throughout the day has shown to provide better blood sugar 
levels—especially important for those managing their diabetes.

Nourish your body and mind with nutrient-rich breakfast 
solutions filled with protein, fiber, healthy fats, and vitamins 
and minerals. Aim for 20 to 30 grams of protein at breakfast 
to help keep you full longer. Don’t over-think it. Try to pair 
three or four of the five food groups together for breakfast to 
make it simple yet nourishing. Think of pairing a protein, starch, 
fruit, and/or milk to build that well-rounded breakfast meal.

Nutrient-Dense breakfast meal solutions:
• Whole-grain toast with peanut butter, milk, and fruit
• High-fiber cereal, milk, hard-boiled egg
• breakfast egg cups, Greek yogurt, fruit
• Protein-acked smoothie
• Power waffle with peanut butter, Greek yogurt and fruit

Connect with a local Hy-vee dietitian in store or online. To 
learn more, head to hy-vee.com/health/hy-vee-dietitians 

and schedule a complimentary Discovery session with 
your Hy-vee dietitian. We offer a variety of services to 
help you meet your weight loss goals, including one-
on-one consultation packages, personalized menu plan 
programs, virtual nutrition store tours, and more. n

This information is not intended as medical advice.  
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

scan this Qr code  
to find your  
Hy-vee dietitian

Gut Feeling
By matt Booth

If you get lost while driving, what do you do? We used 
to grab a map out of the glove box, but now most 
people reach for a GPs to guide us in the right direc-
tion. GPs comes standard with many vehicles, and 
almost everybody has GPs on their phone. Luckily for 
you, every person comes equipped with an internal 
GPs. This “gut feeling” helps guide your decisions and 
actions. Your internal GPs is indispensable. still, many 
people go about their daily lives never connecting to it. 
It is essential to listen to and trust your internal GPs.

This internal GPs is your very own personal guide. 
It is intended to help you find solutions that can save 
you time and create opportunities. It is a “gut feel-
ing” that’s impossible to explain, but you just know. 
You know something without knowing exactly how you 
know it. many people hear the message, yet dismiss it. 
How often have you felt you were making the wrong 
decision, but you made it anyway based on logic? Your 
internal GPs can be difficult to trust because there 
are no guarantees or tangible evidence. It is easy to 
learn to ignore it and look for answers elsewhere.

You cannot command your internal GPs or use it 
at will like you can Google maps. It surfaces sponta-
neously and taps you on the shoulder. often, people 
get scared of their internal GPs because it can lead to 
major changes and tough choices. Your internal GPs 
isn’t always right, and you should check it with available 
information. Just because it isn’t always right doesn’t 
mean you should stop listening to it. Your internal GPs 
is a great tool to consider when making decisions.

Your body gives you a tremendous amount of use-
ful, intuitive information. That gut feeling or hunch is 
one of the most valuable and underused skills in the 
human toolbox. reconnect with your internal GPs and 
listen when it tells you something. Look inside for the 
solutions and begin producing extraordinary results, 
in less time, with less effort, and with much more fun. 
Listen to your internal GPs and trust it to help guide 
your decisions. I have a “gut feeling” you’ll like it. n

“Technology keeps us closer to people 
who are far away. It also keeps us far away 
from close people.” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
CoNTACT mATT ToDAY. CALL 563-590-9693 

or emAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“YOUR SESSION WAS VERY WELL RECEIVED. 

YOU NAILED IT, AND YOUR MESSAGE FIT PERFECTLY WITH THE 

REST OF OUR DAY. IT IS AWESOME TO HAVE A PROFESSIONAL 

SPEAKER IN DUBUQUE! IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER, 

BUY LOCAL AND CALL MATT!” —SCOTT G LEIBFRIED CEO, 

PRIVATE WEALTH ADVISOR, STACKSTONE WEALTH

Egg-Stuffed Breakfast Peppers
mAKES 8 SERvINGS

Ingredients
• Hy-Vee nonstick cooking spray
• 4 large yellow, red and/or 

green bell peppers, halved 
lengthwise and seeded

• 1 cup frozen fully cooked 
turkey sausage crumbles

• 1 cup frozen Southwest 
chipotle sweet corn blend

• 2 tbsp Hy-Vee canned 
diced mild green chilies

• 1 tbsp Hy-Vee Mexican 
style fajita seasoning mix

• 8 Hy-Vee medium eggs
• Crumbled queso fresco cheese
• Chopped fresh cilantro
• Hot sauce

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 425°F. Spray a large rimmed baking pan with nonstick 

spray. Place peppers, cut sides down, in prepared pan. Lightly spray 
peppers with nonstick spray. Bake for 6 to 8 minutes or until softened.

2. Cook sausage crumbles, corn blend, green chilies and fajita 
seasoning in a medium nonstick skillet over medium-high heat 
for 3 to 4 minutes or until heated through, stirring frequently.

3. Turn peppers, cut sides up, in baking pan. Spoon sausage mixture 
into each pepper half. Using back of a spoon, make a large 
indentation in sausage mixture. Crack 1 egg into each indenta-
tion. Bake for 15 to 20 minutes or until egg whites are set.

4. To serve, garnish with queso fresco and cilan-
tro; serve with hot sauce, if desired.

Recipe Source: November 2022 Hy-Vee Seasons magazine
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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Why are 
some 
people 
SO hard 
to buy 
for?
You know what I’m talking about. Those 
people that leave you scratching your head 
wondering what on earth to buy for them 
that they’ll actually like and use. most of 
us have at least one of these people in 
our lives. They may be picky. They may 
be the person who already has every-
thing under the sun. some of them are 
people who have already bought them-
selves anything they’ve seen and liked.

Whatever the reason, every year you’re 
left wondering what this person will enjoy 
and how you can avoid giving another 
gift that they don’t want, won’t enjoy, 
and don’t need. Getting the right gift for 
someone who is hard to buy for requires 
that you get to know that person’s tastes, 
likes and dislikes, and personal style. What 
are their habits, hobbies, and interests?

Whatever the challenge, keep reading. 
I’ve got some great suggestions for even the 
most difficult giftee, whether you’re shop-
ping for Christmas, a birthday, anniversary, 
housewarming gift, or any other occasion.

Gifts for the “Outdoorsy,” 
Tailgater, or Party Animal
• YETI Trailhead Camping Chair (Item 

#8038072, $300): everyone needs a 
good, comfortable, and portable chair 
that is easy to transport anywhere 
their adventures take them! This one is 
super durable and extremely comfort-
able and it isn’t just for camping!

• Blackstone 22 in. W Steel Nonstick 
Surface Tabletop Griddle (Item 

#8023375, $169.99): This blackstone 
has quick and easy clean up, taking 
the hassle out of outdoor cooking 
whether on the deck, in the driveway, 
or in a parking lot. Plus, it has a unique 
rear grease management system 
for easy cleanup while cooking.

• Traeger Ranger Wood Pellet Portable 
Grill (Item #8015015, $449.95): The 
ranger is a compact, perfectly portable 
way to take your wood-fired flavor 
wherever adventure takes you. The Arc 
Controller with Advanced Grilling Logic® 
allows you to set a precise temperature 
in 5-degree increments, and the Keep 
Warm mode holds your food at FDA-
approved 165°F until it’s time to eat.

• Brümate BrüTank 55-Quart Roll-
ing Cooler (Item#779672/779673, 
$399.99): The brüTank is the most 
innovative cooler ever made; featur-
ing all-terrain wheels, a self-tapping 
removable drink tank, a built-in 
tap, bottle opener, and more.

• Orca Chasertini 8 oz BPA Free Insu-
lated Cup (Item #8034134, $33.99): 
Who said adults can’t have a sippy 
cup? Check out the Chasertini. Now 
your last sip of shaken icy good-
ness will be as chilled as the first. 
The entire Chasertini line includes a 
signature orCA whale tail flip top lid 
for easier portability. Great for cock-
tail hour, block parties, or anywhere 
in between. Cocktails anyone?

Gifts for the Gardener 
or Plant Lover
• Radius Garden 44.5 in. Carbon Steel 

Shovel Poly Handle (Item #7620578, 
$54.99): The root slayer is a multi-pur-
pose shovel that can eliminate the need 
for other tools when digging around the 
home. If you’ve ever hit roots while try-
ing to plant a perennial, been stymied 
by roots when trying to dig up a shrub, 
or tried to divide hostas with a spade 
only to have them slide away from 
your shovel, you know what I’m talking 
about. You can use root slayer as your 
go-to shovel. Think of it as a shovel, root 
hatchet, and root saw all in one tool!

• Rugg HeirLoom 24.5 in. W Black/
Green Garden Kneeler/Seat (Item 

#7708316, $49.99): This sturdy, light-
weight, and portable deluxe garden 
kneeler and seat reduces strain on the 
lower back and knees. It has a soft foam 
pad for comfort, legs lock securely for 
safety, and it folds flat for storage—it’s 
a must have for every gardener!

• Mossify (prices vary by size, $20-60)
• Bendable Coir Poles: These poles 

will give new life to your plant. 
Perfect support for climbing plants, 
vining plants, or trailing plants.

• Mossify mistr Automatic Con-
tinuous Water Mister: Give your 
plants the mist they want. Increase 
your plants moisture levels with-
out overwatering your soil.

Gifts for the Fashionista
• Scout Curated Goods: Quite sim-

ply, scout is modern, multi-use 
women’s accessories and jewelry 
with a bohemian flare. beautiful wrap 
bracelets, necklaces, and earrings 
that are perfect for gift giving.

• Jewelry By Jen: A local Dubuque 
favorite, Jen specializes in lightweight 
and comfortable genuine leather 
and cork jewelry. Her creations are 
easy to wear and come in a vari-
ety of shapes, sizes, and styles.

• Shiraleah: shiraleah is a trend-driven 
lifestyle brand that provides an 
extensive range of affordable fashion 
accessories like a diverse collection of 
handbags and cold-weather essentials. 
They are dedicated to creating respon-
sibly crafted products inspired by dif-
ferent cultures from around the world.

• Bogg Bags: The latest craze when it 
comes to both style AND functional-
ity. This mom-invented tote includes 
useful features like a plastic zipper 
pouch insert to secure your personal 
items like a wallet, car keys, or your cell 
phone. unlike other totes, the bogg 
bag won’t tip over. The bottom won’t 
leak. Plus, it has a unique patented 
design, durability, and it’s washable!

Do you have a gamer on your list? 
We’ve got adult LeGo sets and party 
games! How about the artist or free spirit 
in your life? Puzzles and paint-by-number 
kits are a great gift! DIYer enthusiast? Get 
them a Nebo Flashlight, heated jacket, 
or an ego battery Powered Tool Collec-
tion. The list goes on and on, but I can 
assure you, at steve’s Ace, we can help 
you find the perfect gift without all the 
stress! stop in to see us, give us a call, or 
check out our website at stevesace.com.

Happy Holidays! n
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COLUmNISTS

DEAR GWEN,
my mom and ex-girlfriend became 
super close during our relationship, and 
when we broke up, their relationship 
continued. since our breakup, they’ve 
periodically gotten coffee or gone out 
to eat. she and I broke up seven years 
ago, and it hasn’t bothered me too 
much until now. mom called me this 
week to say that my ex and her fiancé 
broke up this summer, and she has 
nowhere to go for Thanksgiving, so my 
mom INvITeD Her To ours. I’m mar-
ried now, and there aren’t any residual 
feelings on either side, but neither of 
us is the hugest fan of the other. It did 
not end well when it ended. Part of me 
wants to tell my mom, “It’s her or me,” 
but that seems dramatic coming from 
a 33-year-old man. At the same time, 
I don’t want to put my wife through 
the stress of hanging out with my ex-
girlfriend all day. How do I handle this?
—Truly, baffled on Loras boulevard

DEAR BAFFLED ON 
LORAS BOULEvARD,
bud, this is weird. but I’ll tell you what: 
I know grudges. I hold very few, but 
the ones I do hold, I hold close. A while 
back, a dear friend of mine asked me 
to go with her as a plus one to a wed-
ding reception. I happen to know the 
person who got married. The bride 
and I were very close friends in grade 
school, but time passed, people run 
off and do their thing, you know the 
drill. she’s lovely, honestly, and hasn’t 
changed a bit since we were little. she’s 
curious and charming and genuinely 
herself in ways that most people are 
too anxious to be. she’s smart and 
loving and has truly determined her 
destiny. so I was excited to go!

but here’s the beef: In 2003, the morning 
after the fifth Harry Potter book came 

out, we went to Flora Pool together. I 
like to believe this is the exact pool day 
during which I got plantar warts that 
didn’t go away until I was in college. I 
wore socks year-round for nine whole 
years because of this specific Flora Pool 
excursion. back to the beef: I was a big 
Harry Potter fan. For every book release, 
I dressed up in my Hufflepuff outfit 
with my homemade s.P.e.W. badge, 
my lines memorized, fully in character 
outside Carnegie stout, and I waited 
until midnight when they’d hand me my 
pre-ordered copy. There hasn’t been a 
single thing in my adult life that I have 
cared more about than fifth-grade me 
cared about plowing through a new 
Harry Potter book the day it came 
out. but in 2003, I got home with that 
book, and I fell asleep a few chapters in. 
because I was eLeveN YeArs oLD and 
my bedtime was 9 p.m. The beef: Flora 
Pool, 2003, the future bride told me 
who died in The Order of the Phoenix.

so I was invited to this wedding 
reception, and I deeply considered 
bringing up this beef. I didn’t because 
I’m a good person. I held her baby 
and truly loved spending a little 
time with her because I’m the kind 
of person who wouldn’t dare ruin 
Harry Potter. (That’s what JK rowl-
ing has managed to do on her own.)

Anyway, I say go. I say go to Thanks-
giving. And don’t bring up the beef.
—xoxo Gwen

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN MERFELD
GWeN merFeLD Is A sororITY 

DroPouT AND CrYbAbY, reADY AND 

WILLING To boss You ArouND. IF 

You WANT To TeLL Her sHe’s PreTTY, 

emAIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–mAY 13)

You probably noticed that the 
recent lunar eclipse really changed things 
up. You’re not alone. See, what happened is 
that the moon appeared to gradually darken 
in the night sky as it moved through Earth’s 
shadow. Quite the change up since it doesn’t 
happen often. But no, beyond that, it won’t 
further impact you or your prospects at all.

TAURUS
(mAY 14–JUNE 19)

Venus in Scorpio will trine Neptune in 
Pisces bringing success in relationships and making 
your dreams come true. You know the dream I 
mean. EVERYONE knows the dream I mean. You 
talk (and moan) in your sleep, you randy little minx.

GEmINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

With Mercury in Scorpio squaring 
Saturn in Aquarius, prepare to feel like you’re 
talking to a brick wall. But like… brick walls are 
vastly more insightful and intelligent than a 
lot of the people you know. Take this time to 
have a pleasant conversation for a change.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

With the recent lunar eclipse, it will fall 
on you to keep the peace among your neighbors. 
This will become impossible with the assas-
sination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria. 
Hopefully this warning does not come too late.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

With the sun in Scorpio opposing 
Uranus in Taurus, you might be forced to choose 
between your work life and your home life. If you 
work from home, please disregard. You’ll be fine. 
Better than fine. Working from home is awesome.

vIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

With the sun squaring Saturn in 
Aquarius, get ready for your family to get involved 
in your love life. Like… REALLY involved. Like…
ILLEGAL-IN-48-OUT-OF-50-STATES-AND-FOR-
GOOD-REASON involved. Nah, just kidding. But 
now there’s a disturbing image in your head 
that ain’t going anywhere anytime soon.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOv 22)

With the recent lunar eclipse, 
something you fervently believe will be called into 
question. But take comfort. In the Information Age, 
you can always… ALWAYS find a source to tell you 
what you believe is correct, no matter how foolish.

SCORPIO
(NOv 23–NOv 29)

When Venus sextiles Pluto in Capri-
corn, your creative branches will bear fruit. And like 
fruit, your creative endeavors will not age well.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOv 30–DEC 17)

Venus is in your sign, and it’s trining 
with Neptune in Pisces which means sexy times 
are ahead for you! Yeah, that’s awesome, but what 
does this mean for consent? Even if you receive an 
enthusiastic go-ahead, are they giving that enthu-
siastic consent of their own accord? Or is it because 
two celestial bodies are 120 degrees apart in the 
night sky? When in doubt, just keep it in your pants.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

When Mercury in Scorpio squares 
Saturn in Aquarius, a secret is going to rear 
up and bite you on the butt. You can blame 
the stars all you want, but that’s what you 
get when you illegally keep exotic pets.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

The sun and Saturn are positioned 
well for emotional conflict. If you want to cry, 
that’s okay. Not that you need my permission. You 
don’t need anyone’s permission to feel the way 
you feel. And if you want me to beat up whoever 
made you feel this way, I’m just toxic enough 
to lay a blanket of pain down on that fool.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–mAR 11)

With Mercury and Saturn squared in 
Scorpio and Aquarius respectively, your work-home 
balance will be put to the test by your employer. Tell 
your boss which hole they can shove it. Say it right 
to their face and then spit in it. Close their laptop 
on them and drink the rest of their coffee. Dare 
them to fire you. Insult their mother while you’re 
at it. After all, you’re only going to get one shot at 
this before security and then the police arrive.

PISCES
(mAR 12–APR 18)

The lunar eclipse signifies that you’ve 
got a lot to do and a short time to do it. If only the 
lunar eclipse had come a little bit earlier. Then you 
wouldn’t be so crunched for time. Or maybe if the 
stars had given you a heads up a while back, you 
could have planned accordingly and you wouldn’t 
be stressing out now. Whatever is going on with 
you, it’s the moon’s fault, not yours. Stupid moon.

COLUmNISTS

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY FAIrCHILD Is THe oNLY THING 

sTANDING beTWeeN us AND THe CeLesTIAL 

boDIes THAT WouLD DesTroY us ALL. 

KIND oF LIKe THe movIe ARMAGEDDON. 

You CAN THANK HIm bY emAILING HIm 

AT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.




