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Man, what a week or two for Dubuque we’ve just 
been through. So much going on all over the place. I 
really hope you got out and experienced some, if not 
a whole lot, of it. You certainly could not say there’s 
nothing going on in this town in early August.

The MLB’s Field of Dreams game was another 
massive shot in the arm for Dubuque area tourism. 
I don’t know how a community gets better press 
than that. It was like being called the center of sports 
heaven for a few hours. And I saw a lot more local 
people posting pictures from the stands, so it seems 
like the Tri-state area was a lot better represented 
in the crowd this go-round which is great. The array 
of events surrounding the game out in Dyersville 
was once again a great way to connect locals who 
could not go to the game, to the game, as it were. 
And visitors to the region had another fun stop to 
make while enjoying the ambiance of the field and 
the Dyersville community. And you know Dubuque 
hotels and restaurants were not hurting due to the 
thousands of mid-week visitors. Check out Tom 
Rauen’s reflections on the big game later in this issue.

While not a public event, and in the light of bad 
press about American Airlines pulling out of Dubuque 
for the foreseeable future, the Dubuque Regional 
Airport deserves a nice pat on the back for welcoming 
and managing all of the many private jets that arrived 
in town for the big baseball game in addition to the 
two big jet that carried the teams to town. Volunteers 
at the site told me about how well organized the pro-
cess was and how well the arriving VIPs were treated 
when they landed in our community. Following the 
recent visit from the T-6 WW2-era fighter planes, 
and, of course, the renaming of the Captain Robert L. 
Martin Terminal after the distinguished Tuskegee Air-
man from Dubuque, they’re doing all the right things 
and holding their chin up despite having the rug 
pulled out from under them. Here’s hoping the labor 
issues at the major air carriers get some relief soon 
so we can see Dubuque flights return in a year or so.

DubuqueFest saw its second season in Wash-
ington Park later in the summer, and despite a 
super hot Saturday, it was a great day for the arts 
in downtown Dubuque. That weekend also kicked 
off with the opening of the new Art On the River 
exhibit along the Mississippi Riverwalk at the Port 
of Dubuque. I was able to take in the art during 
the opening celebration with my wife and my 
fuzzy sidekick, Coco the miniature rescue wonder 
poodle. He must have liked it because he didn’t 
try to pee on a single piece of art. Christy and I 
also loved the new offerings. The event also drew 
a great crowd to the patio outside of the Grand 
River Center for the formal opening ceremony.

And hey, since we’re hanging out down at the 
Riverwalk, let’s give a nod to the half dozen ribbon 
cuttings of late for a slew of new and existing 
passenger riverboats that regularly make port at 
Dubuque during their vacation trips up and down 
the Mighty Mississippi. The Riverboat Twilight, Cel-
ebration Belle, American Melody, American Queen, 
American Duchess, and American Splendor have all 
cut the ribbon with the Dubuque Area Chamber of 
Commerce since late June. And another is coming 
up on Aug. 31 when the much anticipated Viking 

cruise line finally makes its way to our community. 
These boat stops mean thousands of additional 
tourism visitors to our community which translates 
to millions of dollars in ancillary income for area 
businesses. Pretty awesome stuff right there!

Live music is always a big deal for our town, 
and these past weeks have seen their share 
of amazing concerts. Papa Roach packed the 
festival grounds at Q Casino Back Waters Stage 
sponsored by MidWestOne Bank. The 2000s-
era alternative metal superstars hit their core 
demographic who turned out in droves for the big 
show. Right on the heels of that giant rock show 
was the return of Sam Hunt to Dubuque on the 
same stage, concluding a one-two punch of great 
live music down on Chaplain Schmitt Island.

And while the stage is smaller, the Dubuque 
Arboretum and Botanical Gardens’ summer Music 
in the Gardens series continues to please a sea of 
fans in lawn chairs and sprawled out on blankets 
with picnic baskets. That series has just two more 
dates left for the summer: 10 of Soul brings soul-
funk-jazz on Aug. 21, and The Neverly Brothers 
bring their tribute to Elvis, The Beatles, and more 
on Aug. 28. And, hey these concerts are FREE!

If you have not been down to Dubuque 
Main Street’s Dubuque Farmers’ Market this 
summer, you are missing out. Big crowds, 
diverse vendors, and lots of amazing pre-
pared foods will check all your foodie boxes 
on a Saturday morning before you embark on 
your afternoon and evening entertainment.

And you only have to look at the cover of this 
issue to see that we’re not slowing down for the 
end of the month either. This is all happening 
right here in your backyard. So get off the couch, 
which I see you already did in order to pick up the 
latest issue of 365ink, thank you. Imagine that I 
get to tell you about all of this cool stuff to do for 
a living. Not a bad gig if I do say so myself. Now 
get out there and take in a little summer fun in 
Dubuque… before winter arrives and again makes 
you question why it is again that you live here? n

PLANes LINe uP At tHe DuBuQue RegIONAL 

AIRPORt FOR tHe MLB At FIeLD OF DReAMs gAMe

ARt ON tHe RIVeR, RIVeRBOAts, AND tHe MIgHtY 

MIssIssIPPI ARe ABOuND IN YOuR BACKYARD

PHOTO: SUE DRAVIS
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Food Truck 
Fridays
FRIDAYS: AUGUST 19 AND 
SEPTEMBER 9 @ 11 AM–1 PM
WASHINGTON PARK (700 LOCUST ST)
Walk, bike, or drive to Washington Park 
where food trucks will line the streets, 
ready to celebrate the end of the week 
with you. Brought to you by travel 
Dubuque, Food truck Friday takes 
place on select Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., May through september.

Vendors vary by month and include 
Birds. Fried Chicken, Buenie Bottoms 
grill, Candle Ready Cakes, Crepe Iron, 
Dinger’s D’Lites, Little Wolf Farms Drink 
truck, Magoo’s Pizza, and Rockin 5k BBQ.

August’s musical guest is John Moran. 
His blues-inflected voice was honed in 
the honky-tonks and bars up and down 
and east and west of the Mississippi 
River. John’s relentless harmonica wailing 
is intricate and original while his guitar 
playing runs the gamut from wild and 
raucous to pure and distinctive. He is also 
a founding member of two Midwestern 
bands that performed for many years in 
the tri-state area: Longshot and saddle-
tramp. John is a veteran rocker who spent 
13 years in Nashville, tN sharpening his 
songwriting and performing skills. Joie 
Wails performs on sept. 9. Live music 
is sponsored by 365ink Magazine.

Please note that schedules, vendors, and 
details may be subject to change. For more 
information, visit TravelDubuque.com. n

6th Annual 
Cascade 
Hometown Days
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 @ 5:30 PM 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 @ 7:30 AM 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 @ 10:30 AM 
RIVERVIEW PARK & AMPHITHEATER 
(101 PIERCE ST SW, CASCADE, IA)
the 6th Annual Cascade Hometown 
Days event is scheduled for Aug. 19–21 
at the scenic Riverview Park in Cas-
cade, IA. the theme this year is “Cas-
cade Hometown & Country Days.”

the party begins on Friday, Aug. 19 at 
5 p.m. with a free community meal in the 
park. Friday night events include a best 
country dress contest, country line danc-
ing, activities for the kids, and music pro-
vided by Frank Martin Busch & the Names.

At 7:30 a.m. on saturday, Aug. 20, 
there will be a 5K Cascade Hometown 
Days Road Race followed by a parade 
at 11 a.m. there are also many activities 
and events scheduled throughout the 
day including a vendor market, photo 
booth, sand volleyball tournament, live 
music, car show, bean bag tournament, 
and free kids activities plus food ven-
dors and additional fun activities for 
both kids and adults. Close the night 

with Hillbilly Rockstarz and a fireworks 
display immediately following the band.

On sunday, Aug. 21, there will be a pan-
cake breakfast and church service in the 
park along with a vintage tractor pull. In 
addition, and new this year, is a utV/Jeep 
ride that will benefit small Hero’s Mighty 
Cause (fundraising for sMA research).

Due to generous sponsors, activi-
ties and entertainment will be free 
for all. there will be charges for food, 
drink, and other non-profit groups 
will be hosting some activities for 
a fee going back to their group.

the Cascade Hometown Days com-
mittee was originally formed to cre-
ate an event that can be built on year 
after year which allows everyone to 
come together and share in Cascade’s 
community spirit and pride. Cascade 
Hometown Days is a nonprofit entity.

Check out the ad to the left for the 
full schedule. For more information, 
visit CascadeHometownDays.com. n

EvEnts
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2nd Annual Black 
Business Event
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 @ 6 PM
SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)
Celebrate Black Business Month with tri-
Phoenix group and the BIPOC Leaders & 
Professional Collective at the second annual 
Black Business event. Back at smokestack 
on Friday, Aug. 26 at 6 p.m., this year’s 
theme is “Black Legacy. Black Heritage. Is 
Now”. tri-state area Black-owned busi-
nesses, organizations, and services as well 
as Black leaders, professionals, and allies 
will be highlighted throughout the night.

For the past six months, the BIPOC 
Leaders & Professional Collective has 
hosted small business mixers. this August 
event is their premiere mixer and includes 
an awards show and live music. VIP ticket 
holders are also invited to a special recep-
tion and cocktail mixer before the event.

tri-Phoenix group is a Black-owned 
digital media and creative professional 
management business in Dubuque. 
the Black-Indigenous-People of Color 
(BIPOC) Leader & Professional Col-
lective is a volunteer-driven nonprofit 
business and professional and com-
munity organization serving Dubuque 
and surrounding tri-state community. 
their mission is to become an informa-
tion resource for the community through 
scholarship, leadership, and fellowship.

Celebrate Black excellence and cel-
ebrate our area business, organizations, 
community, leaders, friends, and allies.

tickets are $15 for general admission 
and $25 for VIP, and both increase by $5 
at the door. For every ticket sold, 15 per-
cent of the proceeds will be donated to 
the Latinx Fiesta held in October at Wash-
ington Park. For more information, email 
dubuqueblackbiz@gmail.com or visit 
facebook.com/TheBIPOCCollective. n

Avery 
Foundation 
Founders Gala
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 @ 5:30–9 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE (200 MAIN ST)
Avery Foundation presents the fifth 
annual Founders gala on saturday, 
August 27, at 5:30 p.m. Join the founda-
tion for a formal evening at Hotel Julien 
Dubuque with a live and silent auction, a 
wonderful program, and a sit down dinner 
with drinks provided with your ticket.

Attire is semi-formal/sunday’s best. 
they will also present the 2022 tri-state’s 
Courage Award, “tHe RusseLL”.

this event is their largest fundraiser 
of the year, raising money for cancer 
patients in the tri-state area deal-
ing with unexpected costs that come 
with treatments. $0.95 of every dol-
lar raised goes back to cancer patients 
as they go through their journey.

tickets are $100 each and are 
available online at averyfndtn.org 
through Aug. 26. n
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tHu 8/18

Grant County Fair
GRANT COUNTY FAIR 

(LANCASTER, WI)

Now through Aug. 21. Grand-
stand events include stock 
car, ATV/UTV, truck, and dirt 
bike racing; tractor and truck 
pulls; and demolition derby. 
Live music by country artists 
Ashely Barron and Jarrod 
Turner on Aug. 19 along with 
local bands on Aug. 20. Addi-
tional entertainment includes 
hypnotist Jim Mitchell, kids 
and agricultural tents, animal 
shows and competitions, 
midway rides, and more. $6 
Adults, free ages 7 and under. 
916 E Elm St, Lancaster, WI. 
funonforty.co.grant.wi.gov.

Iowa State Fair
DES MOINES, IA

Now through Aug. 21. 
Attractions, rides, great 

food, butter cows, and 
grandstand concerts by 
Skillet, Brooks & Dunn, 
Nelly, Demi Levato, Alanis 
Morisette, ZZ Top w/ Hearts 
Ann Wilson, John Crist, Kane 
Brown, Disturbed, Keith 
Urban, and Carrie Under-
wood. iowastatefair.org.

FRI 8/19

S’mores & More
6 PM @ MILLER 

RIVERVIEW PARK AND 

CAMPGROUND SITE #53

Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library invites adults age 
18+ for an end of summer 
reading celebration! Have 
a fun-filled evening with 
outdoor games, a bonfire, 
snacks, and refreshments. 
Attendees are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs or 
blankets and adult bever-
ages if desired. Ages 18+. 
Free. 1851 Admiral Sheehy 
Dr. 563-589-4225 x2236. 
carnegiestout.org.

sAt 8/20

Mobile Museum at 
Dubuque Farmers’ 
Market
7 AM–NOON @ DUBUQUE 

FARMERS’ MARKET

The 300 square foot museum 
is housed in a custom-built, 
Iowa-made Winnebago. The 
exhibit, “Iowa History 101: 
People and Places,” displays 
artifacts from the State 
Historical Society of Iowa that 
cover 13,000 years of Iowa’s 
remarkable history. Experi-
ence stories from the earliest 
people to call this state home 
to today and learn more 
about the unique people and 
places of Iowa. Free. 11th–13th 

and Iowa St. 563-589-4225. 
Carnegiestout.org.

Midwest Garlic Fest
9 AM–6 PM @ TERRAPIN 

PARK (ELIZABETH, IL)

Aug. 20 and 21. Organized 
by Galena Garlic Company, 
browse local vendors selling 
naturally-grown garlic, 
garlic-related food items, 
and local garlic-themed 
dishes, beer, and wine. Live 
entertainment and children’s 
activities throughout 
the day. 350 West St, 
Elizabeth, IL. 815-777-9625. 
MidwestGarlicFest.com.

8th Annual Elkader 
Art in the Park
10 AM–5 PM @ FOUNDERS 

PARK (ELKADER, IA)

Aug. 20 and 21. Art in the Park 
is a regionally recognized, jur-
ied Fine Art Festival in Elkader, 
IA. Experience fine art, live 
music and entertainment, deli-
cious food, wine tasting, youth 
activities, live workshops, 
and family fun at the eighth 
annual festival alongside the 
Turkey River. 306 S Main St, 
Elkader, IA. 563-245-2770. 
artintheparkelkader.com.

Ski Bellevue Water 
Ski Show Team
4 PM @ SOUTH OF LOCK 12  

(BELLEVUE, IA)

Come enjoy great fam-
ily entertainment with 
bare-footing, jumping, 
human pyramids, glittery 
costumes, great music and 
powerful towboats. Free. 
facebook.com/skibellevue.

suN 8/21

Neighborhood 
Open House
9 AM–2 PM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

As one of our four annual 
community events, Convivi-
um’s open house is a chance 
for you to see their facilities 
and neighborhood gardens, 
as well as learn more about 
their programming and 
community outreach efforts 

around food insecurity. There 
will be farm tours on the 
hour starting at 9 a.m. There 
will also be free food and 
drinks on the back parking 
lot from noon to 2 p.m. The 
coffee house and restaurant 
will be open for normal 
hours. All ages. Free. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

Sunday Funday Bike 
Show
5 PM @ SANDY HOOK 

TAVERN (HAZEL GREEN, WI)

BBQ chicken special and live 
music by Meatplow. Register 
your bike or trike between 
3 and 4 p.m. for a chance 
to win $500 at 7 p.m.
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Dubuque Dragon 
Boat Festival
SEPTEMBER 9–11
MILLER RIVERVIEW PARK (1851 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
the Dubuque Dragon Boat Association hosts the 
34th Annual Dubuque Dragon Boat Races on sept. 
9-11 at Miller Riverview Park. Racing will occur 
all day on saturday and sunday with an addi-
tional breast cancer ceremony on sunday.

Drawing teams from multiple states and even 
up to Ontario, Canada, 40 foot long boats, shaped 
like dragons and holding 21 people of various 
ages, race on the mighty Mississippi. these teams 
return time and time again because of the com-
petition, the area, and the hospitality of Dubuque. 
this year’s theme is Music by the Decades. Come 
dressed as your favorite band or musician.

For more information, visit 
DubuqueDragonBoat.org. n

Fishtival
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 9 AM–3 PM
BELLEVUE, IA RIVERWALK
Fishtival is an artistic celebration along the Mis-
sissippi River on Bellevue, IA’s Riverwalk hosted 
by the Bellevue Arts Council. Join the festivi-
ties on saturday, sept. 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

the 21st year celebrates Bellevue’s heritage as a 
community on the Mississippi through all forms of 
art including dance, media arts, and folk and tra-
ditional music. Artisans will be selling their wares 
along the river front including ceramics, paintings, 
jewelry, metalsmithing, woodworking, and more. 
Food vendors will be plentiful as well. the mermaid 
will arrive in the afternoon to the children’s delight.

the mission of the BAC is to present a variety of 
unique, artistic expressions and experiences to children, 
students, and community and to attract tourists to the 
Bellevue, IA, through the promotion of art. For more 
information visit BellevueArtsCouncilIowa.org. n

Vesperman Farms
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 10 AM–7 PM
VESPERMAN FARMS (8149 STAGE RD, LANCASTER, WI)
Join Vesperman Farms for their 19th fall season, open-
ing a bit earlier than usual this year. the farm is open 
daily sept. 10–Oct. 30. Weekday hours are noon–7 p.m., 
saturday 10 a.m.–7 p.m., and sunday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Celebrating the fall in a big way is the corn maze, a 
5-acre plot of twists and turns in the corn. this year’s 
design features a very special new farm friend. the 
mini maze is an easier option for younger children. 
Pick your own pumpkin or stop by the retail area for 
pre-picked pumpkins, gourds, t-shirts, and more. 
Activities include hay wagon and kiddie train rides; tire 
mountain; zip line; trebuchet and air cannon pumpkin 
launch; and an animal barn. Homemade ice cream is 
the centerpiece of their many great food offerings 
in addition to hamburgers, hot dogs, brisket, pulled 
pork, kettle corn, apple cider donuts, and more.

Online daily admission is $11.99 per person or 
pay $13 at the gate. Ages 4 and under are free. 
season passes are available online for $29.99. For 
more information, visit VespermanFarms.com. n
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tHu 8/25

A Conversation 
with a Curator: 
Anna Fariello
4–5 PM @ ONLINE

Art history’s use of painting 
as the standard classification 
left three-dimensional works, 
such as crafts and ceramics, 
fighting for their rightful 
place with the same status as 
the painted image. Fariello’s 
talk challenges today’s art 
world vision. Curator, scholar 
and author of eight books. 
Anna Fariello is a former 
Smithsonian Renwick Fellow 
in American Craft where 
her research focused on 
the southern craft revival. 
RSVP by Aug. 24. Free. 
563-557-1851. DBQart.org.

Dubuque Chorale 
Rehearsals
7–9 PM @ GRAND VIEW 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Dubuque Chorale 
welcomes singers of high 
school age and above to 
join their 2022-23 season. 

Auditions are not required. 
3342 John Wesley Dr. 
dubuquechorale.org.

FRI 8/26

Bloody Mary Canning 
Class
6–9 PM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

Join Convivium co-founder, 
Leslie Shalabi, for an interac-
tive class. Learn to make 
homemade Bloody Mary mix 
using fresh ingredients grown 
in Convivium’s gardens, the 
ins and outs of the canning 
process, and a “quick pickle” 
garnish demo. All materials 
will be provided, and each 
participant will receive a jar 
of the mix to take home. Must 
be 21 to participate as sam-
pling is encouraged. $35. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
convivium-dbq.com.

Go The Distance 
Cornhole Tournament
FIELD OF DREAMS MOVIE 

SITE (DYERSVILLE, IA)

The Go the Distance Festival 
is a three-day cornhole event 
featuring Doubles competi-
tion; The Dream Team Invi-
tational. Teams will compete 
against the ACO “Corny 40”, 
the top 40 Season 17 ranked 
ACO players in the world, 
and their respectively chosen 
partners. The tournament has 
a total purse attached to the 
event of $25,000, with the 
top 64 teams all guaranteed 
to walk away with prize 
money! The winning team 
will take home a cash prize 
and a specially designed 
commemorative trophy. $125. 
28995 Lansing Rd, Dyers-
ville, IA. 563-875-8404. 
fodmoviesite.com.

sAt 8/27

15th Annual Peosta 
Community Days: 
Life is a Circus
9 AM @ PEOSTA, IA

Start the celebration with 
the Color Splash 5k/1.5 Mile 
Walk at 9 a.m. for kids and 
9:30 a.m. for the 5k. The 
parade begins at 3:30 p.m. 
followed by amusements 
and cow pie bingo at 
4:30 p.m., surprise contest 
at 6:30 p.m., eating contest 
at 7:30 p.m., golf ball toss 
at 8:30 p.m., and fireworks 
at dusk. 563-556-8755.

Farm Brew Social
NOON–9 PM @ MILLER 

MALTING COMPANY 

(CASCADE, IA)

The Dubuque County Water-
shed program and Miller 
Malting Company are collabo-
rating to bring folks together 

for a free “out to the farm 
field day event” focused on 
regenerative agriculture prac-
tices, soil health, and locally 
produced malt that Iowa 
breweries are using. Hear 
from Fayette County farmer 
Loran Steinlage who has been 
experimenting with different 
cover crop species on his 
farm over the past few years 
utilizing the longer establish-
ment window provided by 
harvesting winter cereal 
rye for seed. He also has 
experience with companion/
relay no-till cropping. Mitchell 
Hora, owner of Continuum Ag 
will discuss regenerative agri-
culture principles. A seventh-
generation farmer, many 
elements of what’s today 
called “regenerative ag” have 
been in place for decades on 
his family’s land in southeast 
Iowa. Jay Jubeck, owner of 
Jubeck brewing will discuss 
the role breweries can play in 
regards to supporting local 
agriculture and regenera-
tive ag practices. Live music 
begins at 4 p.m. plus beer, 

food trucks, ice cream, 
and more. RSVP required 
by Aug. 24. Free. 30250 
Goose Hill Rd, Cascade, IA. 
eventcreate.com/e/ 
farm-brew-social.

Potosi Brewfest
1–4:30 PM @ HOLIDAY 

GARDENS (POTOSI, WI)

Potosi Brewery’s 14th annual 
festival hosts more than 
60 vendors featuring craft 
breweries, distilleries, 
wineries, and speciality 
meats and cheeses. Plus, 
beer stein holding contest, 
games, live music, and more. 
Walking Molly plays in the 
Potosi Brewery beer garden 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Proceeds 
go to the Potosi Foundation. 
VIP early entry at noon. $49 
GA, $65 VIP, $10 designated 
driver, $33 bus ticket. 101 
Brewery Hollow Rd, Potosi, 
WI. PotosiBrewery.com.
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suN 8/28

26th Annual Mopars 
on the Mississippi
8 AM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

All Mopar car show and swap 
meet. Registration at 8 a.m., 
trophy presentations at 
3 p.m., large swap area with 
over 50 vendors, music by GT 
Express, and food and bever-
ages available for purchase. 
A portion of the proceeds 
will be donated to a local 
volunteer fire department. 
$15 Car show entry, $15 swap 
space, $30 indoor swap, $15 
car corral, $3 spectators, free 
ages 16 and under. 14569 Old 
Highway Rd. 815-594-2410. 
rkcamp53@gmail.com. 
facebook.com/ 
MightyMississippiMopars.

Dodgeville Lions 
Antique Show & 
Flea Market
8 AM–3 PM @ HARRIS 

PARK LEY PAVILION 

(DODGEVILLE, WI)

Show includes quality 
antique dealers. Rain-
free indoor spaces and 
food available. $3. 600 N 
Bennett Rd, Dodgeville, 
WI. 608-935-3926.

Ladies of the 
White House
2–3 PM @ HAWK VALLEY 

RETREAT & COTTAGES 

(GALENA, IL)

Join such amazing women 
of the White House like 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Jane 
Pierce, Grace Coolidge, 
Alice Roosevelt, Jackie 
Kennedy, and Betty Ford as 
they discuss their time in 
the White House. Includes 
the show, light snacks, 
and beverages. Fundraiser 
for the Galena-Jo Daviess 
County Historical Society. 
$20. 2752 W Cording Rd, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-4100. 
visitgalena.org.

tue 8/30

Readings Under the 
Influence
7:30–10 PM @ 

ESTHER’S LOUNGE

Art, buzz, and a captive 
audience, RUI is a themed, 
interactive, live and local 
arts showcase. This month’s 
theme is “Nomad Wandering, 
Lostness, & a Sense of Home 
and Place” and is the third of 
four quarterly installments. 
The lineup includes hosts 
Kristina Marie Castañeda and 
Jonathan Lance Eagle; word-
smiths Alice Oleson, Steve 
Tartaglione, and TBA; and live 
music by Ben Dunegan. The 
anti-open mic night is hard to 
predict. Sometimes it’s edgy, 
sometimes sweet, sometimes 
controversial, sometimes 
downright vicious, but always 
artful. RUI loves giving 
away the infamous “Burden 
Prizes,” so be prepared for 
nerdy, wordy trivia outbursts. 
Or how about a shot-infused 
(n/a options available too!) 
volunteerish, audience partic-
ipation literary game? Feeling 
chill and inspired? Sit a while 
in the Writer’s/Artist’s Corner, 
wherein you may dump those 
inspired musings onto paper. 
And of course, there will be 
snacks. Free. 123 Main St. 
facebook.com/RUIDBQ.

sAt 9/3

Ghost Saturday Show
1 PM @ FIELD OF 

DREAMS MOVIE SITE 

(DYERSVILLE, IA)

Watch the iconic Ghost 
Players come out of the corn 
as they put on an interactive 
comedy show coined the 
“Greatest Show on Dirt!” 
Bring lawn chairs, sunscreen 
and bug spray. Free. 28995 
Lansing Rd, Dyersville, 
IA. fodmoviesite.com.

Six-Oh-Ate Food 
Truck Festival
5–8 PM @ DOWNTOWN 

WATER STREET, 

SHULLSBURG, WI

Six-Oh-Ate brings a variety 
of awesome eats and live 
music to Water Street. 
Purchase a meal or three 
from participating food 
trucks: Birds. Fried Chicken, 
Just Cheddar (cheese curds), 
Celtic Kitchen, Jo’s Cupcakes, 
JJ & Freddie’s Snow Cones, 
That 1 Place Coffee Truck, 
and Jose’s Mexican Food. 
Driftless Earth Fresh Flowers 
will also be on site. Gather 
your foodies and “go the 
distance” for some unique 
new foods just 30 minutes 
north of Dubuque. Sponsored 
by Advance Shullsburg. Free.

suN 9/4

Rooted Table
6–10 PM @ 1800 BLOCK 

OF WASHINGTON ST

The Rooted Table will feature 
a six-course menu designed 
and prepared by local chefs 
using what is most fresh, 
seasonal, or locally-grown 
by our farmers. The dinner 
for more than 300 guests 
of all ages will be served 
at a single, harvest table. 
In partnership with Iowa 
State University Extension 
& Outreach, they will be 
offering a unique educational 
experience for children ages 
5–18 years of age in the 
Rooted Kid Zone. Tickets are 
complimentary though you 
can purchase a ticket to spon-
sor another family attending. 
Free. projectrooted.com.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW OuR FuLL eVeNt LIst 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

SUNDAY

Just Friends 
50+ Brunch
LAST SUN @ 12:30 PM

VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Join for brunch and good com-
pany. Contact Maureen Tyne for 
location, newsletter, and more 
information. 815-297-3308.

Arcade Meetup 
LGBTQ+ Social
3RD SUN @ 3–5 PM

BACKPOCKET DUBUQUE

Gathering for LGBTQ+ com-
munity and allies. All ages. 
333 E 10th St. facebook.com/ 
DubuqueLGBtQ.

Music in the Gardens
SUN THROUGH AUG  

@ 6:30 PM

DUBUQUE ARBORETUM 

& BOTANICAL GARDENS

The 30th season boasts 13 
weeks of family-friendly music 
in a variety of styles. Bring a 
chair or blanket and a picnic. 
See our live music section 
for the full lineup. Free. 3800 
Arboretum Dr. 563-556-2100. 
DubuqueArboretum.net/ 
music-in-the-gardens.

MONDAY

Social Connections 
for Singles: Cards
MON @ 5:30 PM

DENNY’S LUX CLUB

All single people of any 
age are invited to join 
for cards at 6 p.m. 3050 
Asbury Rd. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
3RD MON @ 6:30–8 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ASBURY 

BRANCH (ASBURY, IA)

Cultivate a community who 
is good without God. Free. 
5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

WEDNESDAY

Sinsinawa Mound 
Farmer’s Market
4TH WED THROUGH 

SEPT @ 4–7 PM

SINSINAWA MOUND 

COLLABORATIVE FARM 

(SINSINAWA, WI)

2551 County Rd Z, Sin-
sinawa, WI. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/farm.

THURSDAY

Grandparent Tea
1ST THU @ 9:30–11 AM

SHALOM SPIRITUALITY 

CENTER DINING ROOM

Celebrate the gift of grand-
parenthood over a cup of 
tea. RSVP. Freewill donation. 
1001 Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

Millwork Night Market
2ND THU THROUGH OCT  

@ 5–8 PM

7TH–9TH AND JACKSON ST

August market will 
be held on 8/18. 
MillworknightMarket.com.

Gary’s Graffiti Nights
THU THROUGH SEPT 15  

@ 5–9:30 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS

No event on 8/18. Classic cars 
converge with food, drinks, 
and additional entertain-
ment. 14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1406. dbqfair.com.

East Dubuque’s 
Cruisin’ Thursdays
THU THROUGH SEPT 29  

@ 5–9 PM

SINSINAWA AVE, 

EAST DUBUQUE, IL

A unique assortment of all 
years of classic, muscle, and 
unique cars, trucks, and 
motorcycles. Great food, cold 
beverages, and live music 
each week. facebook.com/ 
eastdubuquecarshow.

Live at the Plaza
LAST THU THROUGH 

SEPT @ 5–7 PM

GREEN STREET PLAZA 

(GALENA, IL)

This family-friendly event 
features regional musi-
cians, performers, food, and 
drink. Free. 110 Green St, 
Galena, IL. 815-776-9200. 
visitgalena.org.

FRIDAY

Social Connections 
for Singles: 
Dinner & Cards
FRI @ 5 PM

SHOT TOWER INN

All single people of any age 
are invited to join for dinner 
followed by cards. 390 
Locust St. 608-732-5219. 
608-778-7776.

SATURDAY

Dubuque Farmers’ 
Market
SAT THROUGH SEPT 

@ 7 AM–NOON

SAT IN OCT @ 8 AM–NOON

11TH–13TH AND IOWA ST

563-588-4400. 
DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

Free Salsa/Bachata 
Dance Lesson
3RD SAT @ 8:30 PM

SMOKESTACK

Adam’s Dance Connection 
hosts a free salsa/bachata 
dance lesson before Latin 
rave night with DJ Papi. 
No partner needed. No 
experience necessary. 62 E 
7th St. Free. 563-845-9729. 
adamsdanceconnection.com.

EVENTS

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
DO YOu HAVe A tRI-stAte eVeNt tHAt YOu’D LIKe tO 

sHARe WItH OuR ReADeRs? Let us KNOW WHAt’s 

gOINg ON BY seNDINg us YOuR INFORMAtION!

eMAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINe suBMIssION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
DRAGON BALL 
SUPER: SUPER 
HERO (PG-13)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19

The Red Ribbon Army was 
once destroyed by Son Goku. 
Individuals who carry on its 
spirit have created the ultimate Androids: 
Gamma 1 and Gamma 2. These two Androids call 
themselves “Super Heroes” and begin to attack 
Piccolo and Gohan. What is the new Red Ribbon 
Army’s objective? In the face of approaching 
danger, it is time to awaken, Super Hero! I guess 
someone knows what all that means?

THREE THOUSAND 
YEARS OF 
LONGING (R)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26

Dr. Alithea Binnie (Tilda 
Swinton) is an academic, 
content with life, and a 
creature of reason. While in Istanbul attending a 
conference, she happens to encounter a Djinn 
(Idris Elba) who offers her three wishes in 
exchange for his freedom. This presents two 
problems. First, she doubts that he is real, and 
second, because she is a scholar of story and 
mythology, she knows all the cautionary tales of 
wishes gone wrong. The Djinn pleads his case by 
telling her fantastical stories of his past. 
Eventually, she is beguiled and makes a wish that 
surprises them both.

THE INVITATION (R)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26

After the death of her 
mother and having no other 
known relatives, Evie takes 
a DNA test and discovers a 
long-lost cousin she never 
knew she had. Invited by her newfound family 
to a lavish wedding in the English countryside, 
she’s at first seduced by the sexy aristocrat 
host but is soon thrust into a nightmare of 
survival as she uncovers twisted secrets 
in her family’s history and the unsettling 
intentions behind their sinful generosity.

Movie Buzz
The shocking cancella-
tion of DC’s Batgirl has 
shaken up the future 
of the current DCEU 
film slate, bringing 
into question what could happen to the upcoming 
The Flash movie starring Ezra Miller. Originally 
scheduled for an HBO Max release in late 2022, 
the Leslie Grace-starring superhero film would 
have introduced audiences to Barbara Gordon’s 
Batgirl, Brendan Fraser’s villainous Firefly, and the 
returns of Michael Keaton’s Bruce Wayne/Batman 
and J.K. Simmons’ James Gordon. As of right now, 
the movie will no longer see the light of day.

A new report says Michael Keaton filmed a scene 
as Batman in Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom, 
but it may be replaced with Ben Affleck’s Batman 
instead. Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom is 
directed by James Wan, who also helmed the $1 
billion-earning first Aquaman film. Maybe this is 
tied to Keaton’s role in Batgirl going away and 
possibly his role in The Flash as well. Keaton’s 
scene for Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom 
apparently confused test screening audiences.

Christopher 
McQuarrie, director of 
Mission: Impossible 7 
& 8, suggests that 
Dead Reckoning may 
not be Tom Cruise’s send-off from the franchise 
after all. “Don’t believe everything you read in 
the Trades,” said McQuarrie. Other than Cruise, 
returning franchise stalwarts include Ving 
Rhames, Simon Pegg, Rebecca Ferguson, and 
Vanessa Kirby. The seventh Mission: Impossible 
movie will also introduce a ton of characters, 
including Hayley Atwell as Ethan Hunt’s new 
mysterious ally/love interest and Esai Morales as 
the primary villain. So we’ll see.

UFC Champion fighter 
Conor McGregor 
is set to make his 
acting debut in Prime 
Video’s remake 
of Road House starring Jake Gyllenhaal. The 
original Road House was released in 1989 
and starred Patrick Swayze in the lead role 
of Dalton alongside Sam Elliot, Kelly Lynch, 
and Ben Gazzara. The remake traces a former 
UFC fighter, played by Gyllenhaal, who “takes 
a job as a bouncer at a rough-and-tumble 
roadhouse in the Florida Keys but soon discov-
ers that not everything is what it seems.
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A Dream Experience
Story and Photos By Tom Rauen

the MLB game at the Field of Dreams 
is one of the greatest sporting events in 
all of sports, and it is right here in our 
backyard. While I’ve talked to quite a few 
friends and colleagues from the Dubuque 
area who either haven’t been to the Field 
of Dreams or haven’t been there in quite 
some time, it is one of the many great 
things in our area that shouldn’t be taken 
for granted or overlooked because it is 
right here. People travel from all over 
the world to see it and feel the magic 
and mysticism that surrounds the field.

I’ve been to the super Bowl, World 
series, All-star games, and many other 
large sporting events, and the Field of 
Dreams is right up there at the top. the 
atmosphere is unlike any other I’ve expe-
rienced. As people enter the original Field 
of Dreams Movie site, there is no sense of 
urgency or worry about what time they get 
to the stadium or their seats. they roam 
around smiling, laughing, and taking it all in. 
there are people playing catch, some sit-
ting on the bleachers gazing into the corn, 
and others just wandering aimlessly without 
a care in the world. there is a certain aura 
and peacefulness that comes over you 
while at the field that is hard to describe.

I’m fortunate to have an insider’s 
view of the field and everything hap-
pening there. I grew up in Farley; my 

parents’ house is 5.9 miles from the Field 
of Dreams. As a kid, I attended baseball 
camps learning to pitch and hit from 
some of the greats like Fergie Jenkins, 
Lou Brock, and Reggie Jackson. In 2016, 
Denise stillman reached out to me and 
asked if I was interested in investing in the 
Field of Dreams ownership group, go the 
Distance. she shared a vision to shine a 
spotlight on the area with a youth sports 
complex while maintaining and preserv-
ing the original movie site and one day 
hosting a Major League Baseball game. I 
saw the vision, I believed in the mission, 
and I wanted to invest in a special place 
close to home where I could share experi-
ences and memories with my children 
and grandchildren someday. I was in.

Denise’s vision came to reality last year 
with the inaugural MLB game between the 
Chicago White sox and New York Yankees. 
As if it was scripted in Hollywood, the 
entire event and game were perfect with a 
walk-off home run to cap off the night. the 
much-anticipated sequel was going to be 
hard to live up to that perfect night. What 
most people don’t realize about the magic 
at the Field of Dreams is that you never 
know what is going to happen or what that 
special moment will be, but each and every 
time I go to the Field of Dreams, I experi-
ence something different and special.

I took off early to stop by Farley for 
lunch. several area businesses pooled 

together to throw a tailgate party with free 
hot dogs, and Main street in Farley began 
to fill up with residents, young and old, by 
noon. everyone was decked out in their 
favorite team colors with some holding 
signs, waiting for the buses carrying the 
MLB teams to pass so they could wave 
and show their support. I went to the field 
a little after 12:30 p.m., and cars were 
already starting to line up, waiting for the 
parking lots to open at 2 p.m. As people 
waited, they were playing catch in a grassy 
field along the side of the road. I got in 
early, and the only people on premise were 
workers, media, ghost Players, and a few 
sponsors. I talked to the ghost Players and 
a few others while waiting for the Chicago 
Cubs players to enter the movie site.

the Cubs started walking through the 
corn, and seeing the excitement on their 
faces was like watching a kid walking 
into a major league stadium for the first 
time. Many of them went straight for the 
bleachers, and a few went to the house to 
get the view from the front porch swing. 
While walking around and talking with the 
players, answering questions about the 
field, and taking a few photos, suddenly, 
it hit me: Here I was, standing on the field 
where I learned to play baseball just down 
the road from where I grew up, and I was 
hanging out with my favorite team, the 
Chicago Cubs. A great sense of emotion 
hit me, filled with joy and gratitude, and 
I began to cry. thankful for being there 
and having the opportunity to be part 
of this experience, it was beyond what I 
could’ve envisioned in my wildest dreams.

the only way to get to the game is 
through the corn. With just a small sign in 
center field, attendees walked through a 
couple of rows of corn onto a pathway to the 
temporary stadium. As you walked through 
the corn, the Field of Dreams soundtrack 
was playing with voice clips from the movie. 
Whether walking around the original field, 
through the corn field path, or at the sta-
dium, there was something different about 
this than any other event. You were bound 
to see or run into someone famous: standing 
in line to get a beer behind former Cub Ryan 
Dempster, giving Iowa Hawkeye Men’s Bas-
ketball Coach Fran McCaffery a fist bump 
while walking up the stairs, or walking past 
Cubs Hall of Famer Ryne sandberg in the 
corn. From state governors to Hall of Fam-
ers, Nascar drivers, corporate executives, 
and a dad and his son, there was a little mix 
of everything at the game. the intimacy of 
an 8,000-seat stadium made it feel very 
special, and the between-innings, behind-
the-scenes looks and commentary added 
to the experience. My favorite was a tribute 
to Ray Liotta narrated by Kevin Costner.

sitting at the game, I remember looking 
out beyond the outfield. You could see the 
full moon rising, the original house and 
field, the corn fields and farms surround-
ing us. I thought to myself, how special 
it was to be sitting in the middle of a 
cornfield watching a Major League Base-
ball game. I don’t think even the produc-
ers or Ray would have dreamed this up 
during the filming of the movie, and here 
I was, a lifelong Cubs fan, in my back-
yard, watching and living the dream. n

FEAtURE stoRy
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Art @ your 
library Artist 
Reception
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 @ 5:30–7:30 PM
CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY  
(360 W 11TH ST)
the Carnegie-stout Public Library 
invites you to their Art @ your 
library® artist reception on Friday, 
Aug. 19 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Meet and talk with photographer gary 
Fagan, wood turner Lyndal Anthony, and 
wood burner Joan Overhouse. enjoy an 
evening at the library and supporting 
local artists. Music provided by JazzQ, 
Northeast Iowa school of Music.

For more information, con-
tact the Carnegie-stout Pub-
lic Library at 563-589-4313 or 
visit CarnegieStout.org. n

SUMMER ORGAN SAMPLER CONCERTS

Jan Kraybill
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 @ 11:30 AM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER (2255 BENNETT ST)
Organist Jan Kraybill, DMA, will close the 
university of Dubuque Heritage Cen-
ter’s summer Organ sampler Concerts 
on thursday, Aug. 18 at 11:30 a.m. in 
university of Dubuque Heritage Cen-
ter’s John and Alice Butler Hall.

grammy-nominated artist Kraybill 
is an organ virtuoso, musical leader, 
dynamic speaker, performer, educator, 
consultant, and enthusiastic advocate 
for the power of music to change lives 
for the better. In addition to maintaining 
an active international concert sched-
ule, she is organ conservator at Kansas 
City’s Kauffman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts and organist-in-residence at the 
international headquarters of Commu-
nity of Christ in Independence, MO.

Kraybill has collaborated with 
many ensembles including the Phoe-
nix Chorale, Kantorei Denver, and 
the Kansas City symphony. Her solo 
work with the symphony was nomi-
nated for a grammy in 2015.

When she is not seated at the 
helm of a pipe organ, she enjoys 
lacemaking, painting, and riding her 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle.

the summer Organ sampler Con-
certs are 30-minute presentations that 
showcase the custom-crafted John and 
Alice Butler Pipe Organ and are held 
in cooperation with sinsinawa Mound 
Center’s summer Organ Concert series.

the concert is free to attend. No 
ticket is required. For more infor-
mation, visit www.dbq.edu. n

Francis 
Johansen— 
A Retrospective 
Reception
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 @ 4–7 PM
ROUNTREE GALLERY  
(120 W MAIN ST, PLATTEVILLE, WI)
Rountree gallery in Platteville, WI 
hosts a closing reception for Francis 
Johansen—A Retrospective on Friday, 
Aug. 19 from 4 to 7 p.m. explore the 
diversity of Johansen’s talent and the 
immense number of works that he 
created before his death in 2005.

Platteville-native Francis Johansen 
was born in 1971. He attended Plat-
teville High school, took art courses 
at uW-Platteville, and earned a BFA 

in Design from the Minneapolis Col-
lege of Art and Design in 1993.

His first professional show was at 
Rountree gallery in 1994, at the age of 
23. His classical art training is evidenced 
through his drawings, illustrations, and 
mixed media which explore architecture, 
consumerism, and the human form.

the exhibit is on display now 
through saturday, Aug. 20 and can 
be viewed thursdays and Fridays 
4–7 p.m. and saturdays 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

For more information, visit 
RountreeGallery.org. n

THE CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES IN

The Last 
(Potluck) Supper
AUGUST 18–20, AND 25–27 @ 7:30 PM
AUGUST 21 AND 28 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
those lovable Church Basement 
Ladies are back at the Bell tower 
theater with another musical com-
edy now through Aug. 28.

It’s 1979, and the parishioners are 
celebrating the Centennial of First Cor-
nucopia Lutheran Church. It’s 100 years 
of history in toe-tapping song and dance 
served up with a healthy portion of laughs 
and a side of hot dish and egg coffee.

Performances are $23. thursdays are 
girls Night Out; all audience members 

age 21 and older receives a free glass 
of wine. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377 
or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

BuRL BOWL BY LYNDAL ANtHONY

ARts
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First Fridays
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO & GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
5–8 PM @ ART FACTORY (120 E 9TH ST, STE 200)
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY (360 W 11TH ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series, hosted by 
galleries, museums, and venues, cel-
ebrating Dubuque’s great visual arts 
scene. Visit all of the locations and 
celebrate our creative community. All 
stops are free unless otherwise noted.

stoned Art studio and gallery 
features the art and Driftless Region 
photography of Henry Matthiessen 
III. stop by, see art, talk art, touch the 
artist in you. Refreshments, blues, 
and jazz music will be on hand.

Art Factory mixes artistic medi-
ums this month with Alanda gregory’s 
written word and a visual response 
by gallery owner Hieyler talley.

Carnegie-stout hosts Music @ your 
library®, a concert series that features 
local and regional musicians. Joel sires 
is an alt-country/folk singer-songwriter 
from the Cedar Falls/Waterloo, IA area. 
sires’ solo music, and songs performed 
with his band tWINs, have been fre-
quently featured on Iowa Public Radio 
with sires being the featured artist of the 
month in November 2021. Lead guitarist 
Jacob Lampman will accompany him on 
a mix of laid-back and up-tempo pieces 
with spacious arrangements that let their 
distinctive melodies shine. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Adults 21+ are welcome 
to bring their own wine or beer. n

ARTS

ARTS AT CLARKE SERIES

Dare To Speak
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 @ 7 PM
CLARKE UNIVERSITY JANSEN 
MUSIC HALL (1550 CLARKE DR)
As part of the celebrated Arts at Clarke 
series, Clarke university is excited to 
host Dare to Speak, a spoken word event 
focused on social justice, on tuesday, 
Aug. 23, at 7 p.m. in Jansen Music Hall 
on the Clarke university campus.

Collaborators for over a decade, the 
event will be led by Carlos Andres gomez 
and Katie Kramer, who have dedicated 
their lives and careers to creating com-
munity and promoting equity through 
poetry. through their work, they offer 
language and topics of discussion that 
can bring more equity and inclusivity to 
schools, workplaces, and communities.

“We know that our campus com-
munity as well as the greater Dubuque 

community, especially students, will be 
genuinely moved by the powerful slam 
poetry experience” said Joe Klinebriel, 
Professor of Drama and Chair of the 
Arts at Clarke committee. “Carlos and 
Katie present an electric and artful 
examination of equity and inclusiv-
ity and they strive to unite audiences 
in promoting the idea that, no matter 
the environment, identities matter.”

Dare to Speak is $5 at the door. 
For more information, call Clarke 
university at 563-588-6300 or 
visit clarke.edu/daretospeak. n

Romantic 
Galena Reads
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 10 AM–3 PM
DESOTO HOUSE HOTEL  
(230 S MAIN ST, GALENA, IL)
Romantic galena Reads brings approxi-
mately 30 romance authors from all over 
the country to galena, IL on saturday, 
sept. 10, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Desoto House Hotel. the event is part 
of galena’s Ladies getaway Weekend.

Meet bestselling and award-
winning authors of every romance 

genre—contemporary, historical, sus-
pense, western, paranormal, and more—
everything from sweet to steamy. Authors 
Penelope Douglas, Zoe Blake, Marci 
Bolden, Mickey Miller, Measha stone, 
Adrienne giordano, Dylann Crush, Beth 
Carter, evan grace, PJ Fiala, and more 
will be on site. Additionally, Nancy Naigle, 
who has had many of her books made 
into Hallmark movies, will be present 
along with cover model Robert Kelly.

the event is free to attend. For the list 
of all the authors and more information, 
visit wilddeadwoodreads.com/galena. n
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ZZ Top
Raw Whisky 
tour w/ 
gov’t Mule
Tuesday, August 23 @ 7 PM 
Five Flags Arena (405 Main St)

“that Little Ol’ Band From texas” has 
been at it for well over a half century, 
delivering rock, blues, and boogie on 
the road and in the studio to millions 
of devoted fans. Despite the loss of the 
iconic Dusty Hill, they power forward, in 
some ways renewed and reenergized. 
With iconography as distinctive as their 
sound, ZZ top is virtually synonymous 
with beards, hot rod cars, spinning guitars, 
and that magic keychain, all of which 
transcends geography and language.

It was in Houston in the waning days 
of 1969 that ZZ top coalesced from the 
core of two rival bands: Billy gibbons’ 
Moving sidewalks and Frank Beard and 
Dusty Hill’s American Blues. their third 
album, 1973’s Tres Hombres, catapulted 
them to national attention with the hit “La 

grange,” still one of the band’s signature 
pieces today. Eliminator, their 1983 album, 
was something of a paradigm shift for ZZ 
top. their roots-blues skew was intact, 
but added to the mix were tech-age trap-
pings that soon found a visual outlet with 
such tracks as “sharp Dressed Man” and 
“Legs” on the nascent MtV. It was one 
of the music industry’s first albums to 
have been certified Diamond, far beyond 
gold and Platinum, and a reflection of us 
domestic sales exceeding 10 million units.

As a touring entity, they’ve been with-
out peer over the past five decades, having 
performed before millions of fans on four 
continents and have been the subject of 
their own grammy-nominated documen-
tary titled ZZ Top: That Little Ol’ Band From 
Texas. the band’s lineup of the bearded 
gibbons and Hill plus Beard, who ironically 
is clean shaven, remained intact for more 
than 50 years until Dusty’s passing. When 
Dusty first fell ill, he annunciated elwood 
Francis, the band’s long-standing guitar 
tech, as his “designated hitter.” elwood 
whose musical chops and chin whiskers 
do Dusty’s legacy proud, continues to 
handle bass duties now and into the future. 
In recent interviews, gibbons has noted 
that the addition of elwood to the lineup 
has brought a new energy to the trio.

“It’s quite a trip having elwood step 
in to help keep the ball rolling,” gibbons 

told Classic Rock magazine in a new 
conversation. “He’s adding a great bit 
of enthusiasm. When I see Frank Beard 
smiling for the first time in 30 years, I 
know something good’s happening.”

gibbons went on to praise Fran-
cis’ punk rock energy and impres-
sive feat of beard growth.

“I must say that elwood’s presence 
brings a robust energy that is actually 
a boost to ZZ top,” he said. “You might 
even consider us being somewhat new as 
a band. Which we are! It’s really entertain-
ing, I’ll say that. When elwood jumped 
aboard initially, he was a skateboarder 
eating an avocado sandwich. No one 
even knew that he had whiskers until 
he showed up to a rehearsal, and I said, 
‘Who’s this guy?’ And the chief techni-
cian said, ‘that’s your guitar technician, 
elwood.’ I said, ‘No, the guy with the big 
beard.’ And he said, ‘Yeah, that’s elwood.’”

the elements that keep ZZ top fresh, 
enduring, and above the transitory fray 
can be summed up in the three words 
of the band’s internal mantra: “tone, 
taste and tenacity.” As genuine roots 
musicians, they have few peers. their 
influences are both the originators of 
the form—Muddy Waters, B.B. King, et 
al.—as well as the British blues rock-
ers and Jimi Hendrix who emerged the 
generation before ZZ’s ascendance.

In 2019, there was a great documentary 
on the band released aptly titled ZZ Top: 
That Little Ol’ Band From Texas, which tells 
their story from bar band to legends, and 
just this year, a great live set recorded 
especially for that documentary titled Raw 
(thus the tile of their tour) was released. 
the grammy-nominated feature from 
Banger Films gathers the boys in gruene 
Hall, the oldest continually run dance hall 
in texas for a “raw,” intimate live perfor-
mance of some of their biggest hits.

they have sold hundreds of millions of 
records over the course of their career, 
have been officially designated as Heroes 
of the state of texas, inducted into the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (by Keith 
Richards, no less), and have been refer-
enced in countless cartoons and sitcoms. 
they are true rock icons, and, against all 
odds, they’re really just doing what they’ve 
always done. ZZ top abides! And let’s not 
beat around the bush. though Billy gib-
bons is still rockin’ it out real good these 
days, he is 72 years old. this will likely be 
the last chance you’ll ever have to see him 
right here in Dubuque. so catch a little 
history and magic live while you still can.

And before we go, let us shout this 
out loud, DO NOt OVeRLOOK tHe 
OPeNINg BAND, gOV’t MuLe! they are 
an American southern rock jam band, 
formed in 1994 as a side project of the 
Allman Brothers Band by guitarist War-
ren Haynes and bassist Allen Woody. 
Fans often refer to gov’t Mule simply as 
Mule. And yes, Haines is still the linch-
pin for this group of veteran rockers.

One wouldn’t think that in a career 
spanning more than 25 years and some 
20 live and studio albums, there could 
possibly be anything left for a band to 
accomplish that could be considered a 
first. And when that band is gov’t Mule, a 
group known for pushing the parameters 
while melding a variety of genres—rock, 
R&B, jam, funk, jazz, and practically 
everything in between—it’s even more 
astonishing to think there’s anything that 
hasn’t already been attempted. Indeed, 
gov’t Mule has never been known to rest 
on their laurels or shy away from a new 
challenge. theirs is a sound that feeds off 
spontaneity and improvisation, a signature 
style that pays little heed to expectation, 
predictability, or needless repetition.

so this show is like two incredible 
southern rock concerts for the price 
of one. And you can get that ticket at 
a great starting price of just $55. get 
them at the Five Flags Center box office 
and skip the ticketmaster fees, too! You 
can also find tickets and more show 
info online at FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Have mercy… A-haw, haw, haw, haw… n
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Summer’s 
Last Blast
Friday, August 26 @ 6 PM 
Saturday, August 27 @ 6 PM 
Q Casino Back Waters Stage 
(1855 Greyhound Park Rd)

summer’s Last Blast returns for season No. 23 
with another two-day free concert series on 
Friday, Aug. 26, and saturday, Aug. 27. It seems 
that summer music in Dubuque has become 
so popular that this big event that has been 
long-proclaimed to be the last blast of summer 
no longer is. We still have a giant Dierks Bentley 
show to go yet in september after all. But a 
blast this festival remains, nonetheless. And 
the name is cool, so there you go. this year 
features the always entertaining spazmatics 

(Chicago’s masters of geek-driven ‘80s favor-
ites) with Menace and Jabberbox on Friday, 
and the Crown Jewels, an amazing tribute to 
Queen with Johnny trash and Rock steady on 
saturday. And it’s all FRee and open to all ages.

the spazmatics have become a household 
name in Dubuque, but this town doesn’t grow 
tired of their silly high-energy show focused 
on memorable ‘80s synth pop and new wave 
hits. It’s like being dipped in magic waters and 
taken back to 1985 (if you were even around 
in 1985 to remember it). If not, here’s your 
chance. Jabberbox opens with a slate of rock 
hits that skew heavily to the ‘90s and early 
2000s, while Menace brings a lot of ‘80s and 
‘90s hard rockers to the stage. think radio-
friendly hair metal and hard rock more so 
that the super heavy stuff. But hard enough 
to get your head bobbing and the fists in the 
air, probably with the horns pointing up!

saturday brings a new feature to the Blast 
as Crown Jewels brings the legendary songs of 
Queen to life in a stellar tribute show. Hailing 

from Minneapolis, this all-live tribute (no back-
ing instrumental or vocal tracks here) performs 
all the greatest hits, arena anthems, and top 
10 singles that made Queen one of the most 
legendary rock bands of all time. through 
the use of elaborate lighting effects, cos-
tumes, and staging detail, they recreate, both 
sonically and visually, the live Queen experi-
ence that filled stadiums around the world.

show up early to catch Rock steady doing 
just that with a set of classic and modern rock 
favorites before Johnny trash displays their 
unbridled love of ‘80s hard rock from bands like 
AC/DC, Kiss, Ozzy, Van Halen, Dio, and probably 
more AC/DC. they’ve been together for a very 
long time, and they know how to do it right.

summer’s Last Blast is an all-ages musical 
blowout to send off another amazing sum-
mer of great outdoor concerts in the Dubuque 
area. And best of all, it is totally free. so you 
can bring your friends and family and enjoy 
an awesome show, even on a budget. And, as 
with all shows at the Q Casino Back Waters 
stage, expect great food from local food trucks 
available for purchase as well as plenty of cold 
beverages available from the Q Casino crew.

Who knew when this now veteran 
Dubuque festival started it would last 
this long and never slow down?

“It all got started over a few beers one time 
at Fat tuesday’s as a way to raise money for the 
new Mississippi River Museum,” explains the 

event’s creator and organizer, scott thomas from 
Buzz entertainment. “the first year was Johnny 
trash [they’re the only group to play every year 
of summer’s Last Blast], the LoveMonkeys, and 
Wang Chung [yes, tHAt Wang Chung]. the first 
year, we raised over $10,000 for the Missis-
sippi River Museum. It went over so well that we 
decided to do it again the next year and the next 
and next, etc. And over the past 22 years, we 
have donated over $100,000 to area charities 
including the Children’s Zoo, Hospice, sertoma, 
FFA, the Boy scouts, and Camp Albrecht Acres.”

“We have had all types of entertainment 
over the years including some really big names 
like Hootie & the Blowfish, Puddle Of Mudd, 
Jackyl, the Bellamy Brothers, tone Loc, Nine 
Days, Chase Bryant, Warrant, and Vixen.”

In addition, scores of local and regional acts 
have graced the summer’s Last Blast stage giv-
ing not just great performances, but also oppor-
tunities for area bands to play on a big stage to 
big crowds. Over the past few years, organizers 
have teamed up with Q Casino as a major spon-
sor as it just made good sense with the big out-
door concert venue in place and ready to rock.

Q Casino’s Back Waters stage presented by 
MidWestOne Bank is an all-ages outdoor sum-
mer music venue, located by the Mississippi River 
behind Q Casino. Visit BackWatersStage.com 
for more information. Once again, these two 
nights are totally free and open to all ages. 
Yes, you can bring a lawn chair if you like! n
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17th Annual

Irish 
Hooley 
Music 
Festival
Featuring 
screaming 
Orphans
Saturday, August 27 @ Noon–10 PM 
Alliant Energy Amphitheater 
(600 Star Brewery Dr)

Mark your calendars for saturday the 27th 

of August to join the fun at the 17th Annual 
Irish Hooley Music Festival in the Port of 
Dubuque at the Dubuque star Brewery 
and the Alliant energy Amphitheater from 
noon to 10 p.m. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. 
Hosted by the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians, the big, one-day, outdoor Irish 
Hooley Music Festival includes world-class 
Irish music, Irish dance, cultural events, 
food and gift vendors, and beverages 
from Ireland and America. the music and 
cultural event seeks to involve young 
and old alike so that together we may all 
celebrate and gain a greater apprecia-
tion for the Irish-Celtic heritage. In the 
past 17 years, well over a half-million 

dollars has been contributed in the 
tri-state area. the 2022 beneficiary is 
once again Research For the Kids.

the day begins with a rousing per-
formance by the Dubuque Fire Pipe 
and Drums band, created in 2009 by 
public servants from the fire, police, and 
911 dispatch services. they are joined 
by the McNulty school of Irish Dance 
whose wonderful traditional dances 
will highlight the day periodically.

this year’s live music lineup is head-
lined by the screaming Orphans, four 
sisters with the good fortune to have 
been raised in the magic of Bundoran in 
County Donegal, Ireland. While they can 
never forget their roots in traditional Irish 
music, the screaming Orphans draw on 
a diverse set of influences ranging from 
simon & garfunkel and the Bangles to 
the McNulty Family, with a strong focus 
on melody-driven songs with pop and 
rock strains. the screaming Orphans’ 
2017 folk-Irish album, Taproom, charted 
No. 1 on the itunes World Music charts, in 
the top 10 on the Billboard World Albums 
charts, and was named 2017 Folk/Pop/
Rock Album Of the Year by Folk N Rock 
magazine. their 2019 follow-up, Life in 
a Carnival, cracked the top 25 Athens 
pop music charts, in the top 10 on the 
Billboard World Albums charts, No. 1 on 
the itunes singer/songwriter charts in 
Ireland, and No. 3 on the overall itunes 
music charts in Ireland. It was producer 
John Reynolds, known for his work with 
sinead O’Connor, Robert Plant, David 
Byrne, and many more. the album 
blends breezy pop music and hazy bal-
lads with boisterous pop-rock tunes.

Fret not, the live show is anything but 
screaming! Check out these rave reviews:

“[screaming Orphans] make 
a joyous sound mostly centered 

around their powerful vocal harmo-
nies.”—Ian Croft, RnR Magazine

“Angela, Joan, Marie thérèse and 
gráinne possess both a heavyweight 
pedigree and a refreshingly honest 
approach… the sisters’ musical prowess 
is clearly displayed throughout this set 
[Sunshine And Moss].” —The Alternate Root

Also performing are Derek Warfield 
& the Young Wolfe tones, tallymoore, 
Ian gould, and Dubuque’s own Bally-
heigue as well as the Lads of Dubuque.

Opening the music lineup for the 
day is musician Ian gould, a guitar-
ist and singer from Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. today, Ian shares Irish wit and 
his striking voice with American audi-
ences in shows that share a real Irish pub 
spirit and conjure images of Ireland.

Next up and hailing from right here 
in Dubuque is Ballyheigue, a six-piece 
Irish band specializing in traditional 
instrumental and vocal Irish songs. 
Comprised of family members Jim, Ali-
son, and emily Ott; with Carl Droessler, 
Rob McCullough, and seth enz, there is 
no doubt that they are inspired by the 
fact that one of the Midwest’s best Irish 
festivals happens right here every year.

the Lads of Dubuque return to the 
stage next, as they have every year of 
the Irish Hooley. It’s a collection of local 
talent that enjoys celebrating their Irish 
and American roots. Featuring vocals, 
piano, guitar, whistles, and the fiddle, the 
Lads of Dubuque play favorite Irish pub 
melodies, ballads, and rebels songs. This is 
an Irish pub band! the Dubuque commu-
nity lost longtime band leader Pat Reidy 
in 2022, and the Lads carry on in his Irish 
spirit. We raise our pint to his memory 
with an Irish blessing… “May the road rise 
to meet you. May the wind be always at 
your back. May the sun shine warm upon 

your face. May the rains fall upon your 
fields. And until we meet again, May god 
hold you in the hollow of His hand.”

From Milwaukee, tallymoore fol-
lows, aiming to breathe new life into 
Irish folk favorites. they are best known 
for their strong vocals and complex 
harmonic treatments of songs, along 
with rich instrumentation. their innova-
tive arrangements of classic tunes and 
original folk songs have made them a 
favorite among festivalgoers. their vocal 
harmony blend, distinctive arrangements, 
and strong musicianship have distin-
guished them on the Irish music scene.

Derek Warfield & the Young Wolfe 
tones perform just before the screaming 
Orphans and are a special group of Irish 
men and women who have been respon-
sible for the preservation of the tradition of 
Irish ballad singing over the past 50 years. 
Derek Warfield is a distinguished name 
among them as a revered singer, song-
writer, historian, and entertainer in all parts 
of the world where Irish roots have been 
put down. Derek Warfield & the Young 
Wolfe tones are bringing that musical 
tradition forward with a reverence for Ire-
land’s past and the energy and optimism 
of a new generation of Irish musicians.

Naturally, great food and brews of the 
Irish variety will be available for purchase. 
You can secure your Hooley tickets in 
advance for $12 at the following loca-
tions: Family Beer & Liquor, Premier Bank 
locations in Dubuque, Happy’s Place, and 
shamrock Imports. tickets are $15 at the 
gate. Festivalgoers ages 10 and under 
are free. the festival is sponsored by the 
Mcgrath Family of Dealerships, McCullough 
Farm, Maureen siegert Family, and Fam-
ily Beer & Liquor in east Dubuque, IL.

Find more information online 
at IrishHooley.org. n
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Dierks 
Bentley
Beers on Me 
tour w/ special 
guest Matt stell
Thursday, September 8 @ 7 PM 
Q Casino Back Waters Stage 
(1855 Greyhound Park Rd)

An already big season at the Q Casino 
Back Waters stage is ramping up to 
a gigantic finish with the late season 
announcement of county music superstar 
Dierks Bentley hitting the stage, sponsored 
by MidWestOne Bank, on thursday, sept. 
8. the gates open at 6 p.m. with opener 
Matt stell going on at 7 p.m. tickets for the 
giant music event are on sale now starting 
at $74.50 at BackWatersStage.com.

Dierks hit the charts right out of the 
gate in 2003 with the No. 1 single “What 
Was I thinkin’,” and he never looked back. 
In 2005, Bentley won the CMA Award 

for the Horizon Award (now Best New 
Artist) and was invited to be a member 
of the grand Ole Opry. Pegged as “one 
of Country music’s most enviable brands, 
equal parts affability and authenticity” 
(Forbes), Bentley continues to be a domi-
nant voice for the genre with more than 
6.4 billion overall digital streams. Reach-
ing a new creative high while “making 
music designed to challenge” (New York 
Times), Bentley co-wrote 10 of 13 tracks 
on The Mountain, which earned him the 
highest debut sales of his career and 
became his seventh chart-topping album.

Bentley has amassed countless 
nominations from the ACMs, CMAs, 
Billboard Music Awards, and gRAMMYs. 
He has created professional endeavors 
outside of the music industry by not 
only creating a lifestyle collection but 
also four Dierks Bentley’s Whiskey Row 
locations across the country as well.

Did we mention 18 No. 1 hits? Let’s 
list them and see if you know them all: 
“What Was I thinkin’,” ”Free and easy 
(Down the Road I go),” “every Mile a 
Memory,” “Drunk on a Plane,” “Living,” 
“Different for girls,” “5-1-5-0,” “say You 
Do,” “settle for a slowdown,” “Feel that 
Fire,” “Home,” “sideways,” “Come a Little 
Closer,” “somewhere on a Beach,” “I 
Hold On,” “Am I the Only One,” “Woman, 

Amen,” and, of course, “Beers on Me.” 
that one went No. 1, and the album it’s off 
of hasn’t even been released yet! eight 
more singles hit the top 5. so you know 
this is going to be a night full of recog-
nizable hit after hit after hit. For more 
information on the man, visit dierks.com.

Opening for Bentley is rising country 
star Matt stell. He’s been opening for big 
names for a few years now including Luke 
Bryan and eric Church and wrote songs 
for artists like Casey Donahew (who just 
played Q Casino in April). Rolling Stone 
called his single “Prayed For You” one of 
the “10 Best Country songs to Hear Now.” 
the song received over 15 million plays on 
spotify and 44 million altogether within 
just over a year and went RIAA gold. His 
major label debut eP, the seven-song Every-
where But On, was released in 2019. In late 

2021, stell released the song “Boyfriend 
season” from the upcoming album, set to 
be released yet this year. so catch another 
country star on the way up at Q Casino. 
they have a way of finding the great ones 
before they hit, like Morgan Wallen and 
Kane Brown, who both played the small 
stage inside the casino before blowing up!

Dierks was last in Dubuque nine 
years ago. Can you believe it’s been 
nine years already? that’s far too long 
for a return trip, but here we are, so 
make sure you get your tickets before 
you have to wait another decade for a 
chance to do it all again. You don’t want 
to sit at home alone saying “What Was 
I thinkin’” while everyone else is rockin’ 
out at the Q! Find more on this show 
and other great live music coming up a 
Q Casino at QCasinoAndHotel.com. n
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tHu 8/18
Summer Organ Sampler 
Concerts: Jan Kraybill 
11:30 AM @ UD Heritage Center

Market on the Mississippi:  
Jeff Theisen 
4:30 PM @ River Ridge 
Brewing (Bellevue, IA)

Millwork Night Market:  
Michael Breitbach & The Broken 
Rubber Band 
5 PM @ 7th–9th and Jackson St

Stone Wolfe Duo 
5 PM @ Lina’s Lounge

Cruisin’ Thursdays: Big Night Out 
5 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Tom Riley 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Dubuque Harley Davidson Bike 
Nights: Rock Steady 
6 PM @ DBQ Harley Davidson

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Music in the Park: Boogie Monster 
6 PM @ City Park (Platteville, WI)

Maquoketa Summer Concert 
Series: Dodge St. Duo 
6 PM @ Downtown Green 
Space (Maquoketa, IA)

Scott Waterhouse 
7 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Songwriters Showcase:  
Bruce Moon 
7 PM @ Galena CFA (Galena, IL)

Jordan Danielson 
7 PM @ Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Joshua Powell 
10 PM @ The Lift

FRI 8/19
Food Truck Fridays 
DSO Youth Chamber Ensemble 
@ 11:30 AM 
John Moran @ Noon 
Washington Park

Doug Green 
4:30 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

Dave Giblin 
5:30 PM @ Midtown Marina  
(East DBQ, IL)

Big Night Out 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Johnnie Walker 
7 PM @ Local Bar (Epworth, IA)

Casey Klein 
7 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Trivial Dudes 
7 PM @ O So Good 
Winery (Dyersville, IA)

Cascade Hometown &  
Country Days 
Zoey Kleitsch @ 7:15 PM 
Frank Martin Busch &  
The Names @ 8 PM 
Riverview Park (Cascade, IA)

Larry Fleet, 49 Winchester 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Derick Lengwenus 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Brown Bottle Bandits 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Gypsy Pistols 
8 PM @ Yardarm

Mini Monster Duo 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Sarah Day 
8 PM @ Red N Deb’s 
(Platteville, WI)

Rock Steady 
8:30 PM @ Lock 12 
(Bellevue, IA)

Cirque Du Buque Drag Cabaret 
10 PM @ Smokestack

sAt 8/20
Shullsburg Market:  
Roy Schroedl 
8 AM @ W Water St 
(Shullsburg, WI)

Dan Maguire @ Noon 
Kayla Brown @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Cascade Hometown &  
Country Days 
The Struggle @ 1 PM 
Karaoke Contest w/  
Becky McMahon @ 1 PM 
Elizabeth Mary &  
Paul Schluter @ 3 PM 
Ditch Lilies @ 5 PM 
Hillbilly Rockstarz @ 8 PM 
Riverview Park (Cascade, IA)

Corn Boil 
Heartbeat @ 2 PM 
Massey Road @ 4:15 PM 
Big Night Out @ 6:30 PM 
Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Danny Parker Project @ 2 PM 
Jeff Theisen @ 7 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co

Secrets 
2 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

Ace Jones 
2 PM @ Coconut Cove 
(Hazel Green, WI)

DR Band 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard  
(Galena, IL)

Kampfire Kings @ 2 PM 
Aaron Kelly Band @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Adam Bartels Band 
2 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Sweet Trav 
3 PM @ Millennium Marina  
(East DBQ, IL)

Mississippi Band  
50th Anniversary Party 
4 PM @ Southend Tap

Gypsy 
5 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Jef Spradley 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Johnnie Walker 
6 PM @ Pizzeria Uno Back Bar  
(Platteville, WI)

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

nIGhtLIFE
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Leo David & Jimmy Berg 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Megan Kimberly 
7 PM @ Midtown Marina 
(East DBQ, IL)

Gordy and Debbie 
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

Ron Lubbers 
7:30 PM @ Joliet Event Center

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Derick Lengwenus 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Rooster and Black Hole Sun 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Laura and the Longhairs 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Dirt Road Rockers 
8 PM @ Yardarm

Shekinah King 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Joie Wails 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Adam Beck 
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

suN 8/21
Todd McDonough 
Noon @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co

Elizabeth Mary 
Noon @ Millennium Marina  
(East DBQ, IL)

Side Piece 
1 PM @ Yardarm

Jimmy Welty Band 
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Misbehavin’ 
2 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

Michael MiKrut Duo 
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Theresa Rosetta 
2 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Gypsy 
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Mark Zalaznik 
2 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Joie Wails 
2 PM @ River Ridge Brewing  
(Bellevue, IA)

Tony Walker 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Mixed Emotions 
3 PM @ The Hilltop 
in Menominee

10 Gallon Hat 
3 PM @ New Diggings General 
Store (New Diggings, WI)

Bike Show: Meatplow 
5 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern 
(Hazel Green, WI)

Ron Lubbers 
5 PM @ Louisburg Junction 
(Cuba City, WI)

Music in the Gardens: 10 of Soul 
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum &  
Botanical Gardens

tue 8/23
Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

ZZ Top w/ Gov’t Mule 
7 PM @ Five Flags Arena

WeD 8/24
Mid-Week Market:  
Tavern String Band 
5 PM @ 11th and Iowa St

The Gutheries 
6 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Summer Organ Concert Series: 
Charles Barland 
7 PM @ Sinsinawa Mound 
(Sinsinawa, WI)

tHu 8/25
Market on the Mississippi:  
Jeff Theisen 
4:30 PM @ River Ridge 
Brewing (Bellevue, IA)

Secrets 
5 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub 
(East DBQ, IL)

Cruisin’ Thursdays: Renegade 
5 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Johnnie Walker 
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Trackside (Peosta, IA)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Yellow Brick Road 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Rock Steady 
8 PM @ The Public House 
(Platteville, WI)

FRI 8/26
TGIF On the Patio: Bryan Popp 
4 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Boogie Monster 
5 PM @ Coconut Cove 
(Hazel Green, WI)

Summer’s Last Blast: 
Spazmatics, Menace,  
Jabberbox 
6 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

Three Quarter Buzz 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Elizabeth Mary 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Nate Jenkins 
6 PM @ Lacoma Golf 
(East DBQ, IL)

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
6 PM @ Champagne on Main  
(Galena, IL)

Back Booth Alley 
7 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Futurebirds 
7 PM @ Codfish Hollow 
Barnstormers (Maquoketa, IA)

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Dealbreakers 
8 PM @ Yardarm

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Locals Bar 
(Epworth, IA)

Beats by Byrnes Karaoke 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Echo & Ransom 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

NIGHTLIFE
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sAt 8/27
Casey Klein 
9 AM @ Dyersville Downtown 
Market (Dyersville, IA)

The Other Two @ 11 AM 
The Drama Kings @ 3 PM 
Coconut Cove  
(Hazel Green, WI)

Irish Hooley:  
Screaming Orphans,  
Derek Warfield & The Young 
Wolfe Tones, Tallymore,  
Ian Gould, Ballyheighe,  
The Lads of Dubuque,  
Dubuque Fire Pipe & Drums 
11:30 AM @ Alliant 
Energy Amphitheater

Steve McIntyre @ Noon 
Marty Raymon @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Palomino Band 
2 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

LA Suess 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard  
(Galena, IL)

Lenny Wayne @ 2 PM 
Lily Stella Maris @ 8 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Nate Jenkins 
2 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Ace Jones 
3 PM @ Millennium Marina  
(East DBQ, IL)

Potosi Brewfest: Walking Molly 
5 PM @ Holiday Gardens 
(Potosi, WI)

Summer’s Last Blast:  
The Crown Jewels,  
Johnny Trash, Rock Steady 
6 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

The Michael Mikrut Band 
6:30 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Temple Hill Road 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co

Jacquie Miller 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

DR Band 
7 PM @ Hoof It (Galena, IL)

Ian Gould 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Johnnie Walker 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Jabberbox 
8:30 PM @ Yardarm

Tony Walker 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Gyspy 
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co

Poney, Wristwatch,  
Melting Human Trash 
10 PM @ The Lift

suN 8/28
Casey Klein 
1 PM @ Yardarm

Big Cat Eddie 
1 PM @ Millennium Marina  
(East DBQ, IL)

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

Elizabeth Mary 
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Massey Road 
2 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy 
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Jef Spradley 
2 PM @ Off Shore Resort 
(Bellevue, IA)

Sun Green 
2:30 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store  
(New Diggings, WI)

Danny Parker Project 
3 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Jordan Danielsen 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Boots Hefel Band  
w/ Pat Kennedy 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Marty Kramer 
3 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Michael Mikrut Band 
5 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern 
(Hazel Green, WI)

Music in the Gardens:  
Endless Summer 
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum &  
Botanical Gardens

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Telekinetic Yeti, White Hills 
10 PM @ The Lift

tue 8/30
Laura McDonald 
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Readings Under the Influence 
7:30 PM @ Esther’s Lounge

Jordan Danielson &  
Jef Spradley 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

WeD 8/31
Mid-Week Market 
Mo Leytem @ 5 PM 
Scott Kazinsky @ 6:30 PM 
11th and Iowa St

Steve McIntyre 
6 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Summer Organ Concert Series: 
Dana Robinson 
7 PM @ Sinsinawa Mound 
(Sinsinawa, WI)

tHu 9/1
Joie Wails 
4 PM @ White Loft Salon  
(Peosta, IA)

Market on the Mississippi:  
Jeff Theisen 
4:30 PM @ River Ridge 
Brewing (Bellevue, IA)

Secrets 
5 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub 
(East DBQ, IL)

Cruisin’ Thursdays:  
Ron Lubbers 
5 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Yellow Brick Road 
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW OuR FuLL 
NIgHtLIFe LIst 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC
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Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife
SUNDAY

Disco Brunch  
w/ DJ SaladSpinner 
2nd Sun @ 9 AM 
Convivium Urban Farmstead

Picnic Basket Concerts:  
Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sun @ Noon 
Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Sun @ 1 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Bingo 
Sun @ 4 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Live Music Jam & Open Mic 
Sun @ 4 PM 
Smokestack

MONDAY
Trivia 
3rd Mon @ 6:30–8:30 PM 
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Comedy 
Mon @ 9 PM 
Monk’s

TUESDAY
Trivia 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Tue @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Mid-Week Market 
Wed through Aug @ 5 PM 
11th and Iowa St

Trivia For Dorks 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co.

WORDS:  
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic  
Wed @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Hy-Vee Locust

Summer Organ Concert Series 
Wed through Aug @ 7 PM 
Sinsinawa Mound 
(Sinsinawa, WI)

Trivia w/ Think & Drink  
Wed @ 8 PM 
Barrel House 
Starts 9/14

Open Mic 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
Wed @ 8 PM 
Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke 
Wed @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Hy-Vee Trivia 
Thu @ 6:30 PM 
Hy-Vee Dodge

HitMix Music Bingo  
Thu @ 7 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co 
No event on 11/24

Music Bingo 
Thu @ 7 PM 
7 Hills North (Platteville, WI)

Jukebox Bingo 
Every Other Thu: 
8/25, 9/8, 9/22 @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

Tomato Throw Show 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen 
Thu @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke 
Thu @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Rotating DJ 
Thu @ 9:30 PM 
1st & Main

FRIDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
2nd Fri @ 7 PM  
Dubuque Driving Range

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
Fri @ 8:30 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Karaoke 
Fri @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Dj Maica 
Fri @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

SATURDAY
Picnic Basket Concerts:  
Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sat @ Noon 
Council Hill Station  
(Council Hill, IL)

DJ SaladSpinner 
Sat @ 8 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Latin Rave w/ DJ Papi 
1st & 3rd Sat @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke 
Sat @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

Dj Maica 
Sat @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

Comedy Showcase 
1st Sat @ 10 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co 
No event on 11/5

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKINg FOR A FRee AND eAsY WAY tO PROMOte YOuR LIVe 
MusIC? seND YOuR eNteRtAINMeNt CALeNDAR OuR WAY!
eMAIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM



Upcoming Entertainment

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Greg Hahn
OCTOBER 7 @ 8 PM
Greg Hahn is a master comedian, a favorite of the 
Bob and Tom Radio Show, and regular of Comedy 
Central’s Tosh.0. Hahn has parlayed his absurdly 
energetic, all out style of physical humor, one 
liners, and crowd work, into a performance of 
immediate pandemonium and crazy fun. His 
wild, likable stylings have led to numerous 
appearances throughout the country and Canada.

Tripwire
SEPTEMBER 16 @ 8 PM
Tripwire is an energetic, multi-genre band 
based in the upper Midwest. Four multi-
instrumentalists play through five decades 
of music on more than 10 instruments while 
making a spectacle on stage with choreography, 
trampolines, and improvised hijinks.

Jabberbox
SEPTEMBER 10 @ 8 PM
The Tri-State area’s hottest alternative rock band. Known for their high-energy performance, 
they won the Best Band award in BestFest 2013. Jabberbox plays all your favorites 
from Theory of a Deadman, Nickelback, Buckcherry, Blink 182, and many more.

Additional Entertainment

THE FAB FOUR
OCTOBER 8 @ 8 PM

DONNIE BAKER
OCTOBER 15 @ 8 PM

ARCH ALLIES
OCTOBER 22 @ 8 PM

MENACE
OCTOBER 29 @ 8 PM

JIMMY PARDO
NOVEMBER 4 @ 8 PM

FOOL HOUSE
NOVEMBER 5 @ 8 PM

NURSE BLAKE
NOVEMBER 18 @ 7 & 9:30 PM

POP ROCKS
NOVEMBER 26 @ 8 PM

MADDIE POPPE
DECEMBER 2 @ 8 PM

HAIRBALL
DECEMBER 17 @ 8 PM

NIGHTRAIN
DECEMBER 30 @ 8 PM
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sAt 8/20

Mississippi Band’s  
50th Anniversary Reunion Show
4 PM @ SOUTHEND TAP (55 LOCUST ST)

COVER: FREE

the Mississippi Band was founded 
in August of 1972 by Dwayne Fudge, 
Bill Davis (Cricket), Fred Larson (Fast 
Freddy), Bill Mcguire, and Dave Hummel. 
they inducted into the Iowa Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame in 2010. the reunion 
will see current and past members 
joining together for a true celebration 
of music and the history of Mississippi.

suN 8/21

Jimmy Welty Band
1 PM @ O SO GOOD WINERY  

(2093 20TH AVE SE, DYERSVILLE, IA)

COVER: FREE

Country, rockabilly, and blues all rolled 
into one neat little package. that’s how 
this three piece describes themselves. 
And it’s old school at that, with the 
bass being a good ol’ acoustic upright 
and the drums a simple trap set with 
just a kick drum, snare, and hat.

FRI 8/26

Elizabeth Mary
6 PM @ STONE CLIFF WINERY 

(600 STAR BREWERY DR)

COVER: FREE

With a prolific string of singles and 
records since 2018, elizabeth’s band 
earned the title “2021 Wisconsin’s 
Best Country Band” at Hodag Country 
Music Festival in July 2021. elizabeth 
Mary’s relatable lyrics and genuine 
personality will leave you wanting 
more. Providing a wide variety of music 
including original music, top 40 pop 
and country, ‘90s pop and country, 
and some good ole sing-a-longs.

suN 8/28

Casey Klein
1 PM @ THE YARDARM (1201 SHIRAS AVE EXT)

COVER: FREE

Casey Klein is a self-proclaimed One 
Man Jam Machine, bringing a variety 
of music and sound together seam-
lessly. Casey has little more punch 
than your typical acoustic act, yet a 
little less fury than your typical band.

Telekinetic Yeti, White Hills
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

COVER: $!5

A heavy psych duo based out of 
Dubuque, telekinetic Yeti emerged 
in 2015 with a sound rooted in the 
doom wizardry of sonic forebears like 
Black sabbath, sleep, and Acid King.

FRI 9/2

Driftmore Music & Arts Festival
DRIFTMORE GROUNDS  

(2076 AIRPORT RD, PLATTEVILLE, WI)

sept. 2 and 3. Driftmore is a festival 
by the artists for the people. Open 
fields, real people, and the sounds of 
tomorrow all tucked into the Drift-
less hills of southwest Wisconsin. 
Flow artists, live painters, three stages 
of electronic music, plus local food, 
art, and craft vendors will be on site 
for the 5 year anniversary event.

NIGHTLIFE

Larry Fleet
WITH 49 WINCHESTER
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
the Five Flags theater hosts country 
artist Larry Fleet with 49 Winchester 
on Friday, Aug. 19 at 7:30 p.m.

Blue-collar, tennessee native Larry 
Fleet grew up with a love of music 
sparked by an eclectic mix of influences 
spanning Merle Haggard to Marvin gaye. 
to make ends meet, he spent tireless 
hours working construction jobs—never 
losing sight of his dream to make music.

A chance encounter with Jake Owen in 
2017 led to a collaborative friendship and an 
opening slot on the road. shortly thereafter, 
Fleet was sharing the stage with one of his 

heroes—Willie Nelson—and etching his mark 
in the Nashville songwriting community, 
co-writing with esteemed tunesmiths Rhett 
Akins, Brett James, and Kendell Marvel.

the hard-working family man is turn-
ing heads now with full-length album, 
Stack of Records. Breakout hit “Where 
I Find god” is featured on the new set, 
garnering Fleet praise for his “emotive 
vocals” (Billboard) and amassing over 
22 million official music video views.

supporting act 49 Winchester 
brings alt-country soul from the heart 
of Appalachia in Russell County, VA.

tickets are $21–$46 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

LIVE MUSIC &  
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES
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LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

B2wins
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)
Pronounced “B-twins,” Brazilian twins 
Walter and Wagner return to Heritage 
Center on thursday, sept. 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
for what has become a traditional 
kick-off to the Live at Heritage Center 
Performing Arts series and the uni-
versity of Dubuque’s academic year.

B2wins have been exciting audiences 
worldwide for years, featuring a lead 
electric violin and ukulele, joined by 
additional musicians playing piano and 
drums. B2wins perform interpretative 
instrumental covers of popular music in 

a variety of genres, integrating humor, 
movement, and lively audience par-
ticipation. their onstage charisma hooks 
audiences of all ages and puts smiles on 
the faces of everyone they encounter.

tickets start at $21 and increase 
by $5 for purchases on the day of the 
performance. tickets can be purchased 
at the Heritage Center Farber Box 
Office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or 
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

Charlie Berens
MIDWEST SURVIVAL GUIDE TOUR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Wisconsin native Charlie Berens is an 
emmy-winning journalist, comedian, 
host, and creator of the Manitowoc 
Minute. He brings his Midwest sur-
vival guide tour to the Five Flags 
Arena on sunday, sept. 11 at 7 p.m.

In 2017, Charlie began the viral Midwest 
comedic news series Manitowoc Minute. 
His fans flock daily to his Facebook page 
to view his content. He currently has 
over 1.9 million Facebook followers. After 

garnering millions of views, he’s toured 
the united states selling out venues.

Charlie began his career working for 
MtV News’ Choose or Lose, and in 2013, 
he won an emmy for “the Cost of Water” 
while reporting for KDAF, a television 
station in Dallas, tX. In 2014, CBs sports 
Network hired Charlie to host the sports 
gameshow You’re So Money. Charlie is a 
frequent collaborator on Funny or Die. He 
also hosts Dark Side Of on Discovery ID.

tickets are $25–$45 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Mike Paramore
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 @ 8 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL  
(2255 BENNETT ST)
Comedian Mike Paramore heads to 
the university of Dubuque’s Heri-
tage Center on Friday, sept. 9, at 
8 p.m. in John and Alice Butler Hall.

Mike Paramore is the guy you fight to 
sit next to in a movie theater, on a long 
car ride, or during a boring lecture. His 
natural ability to infuse everyday situ-
ations with energetic, uplifting humor, 
combined with the ability to put you 
at ease, is key to his personal brand 
of comedy. Winner of the Cleveland 
Comedy Festival in 2015, Laughing 

Devil Festival in New York City in 2016, 
and Laugh Fest’s Best in the Midwest 
competition in 2017, Mike Paramore’s 
smooth delivery and powerful punchlines 
make him a force in stand-up comedy.

tickets start at $21 and increase 
by $5 for purchases on the day of the 
performance. tickets can be purchased 
at the Heritage Center Farber Box 
Office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or 
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

Gordy & Debbie
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
gordy & Debbie take you on a nostal-
gic musical journey at the Ohnward 
Fine Arts Center on saturday, Aug. 
20, at 7 p.m. their Country Legends 
show bring the songs and the faces 
of who made them famous to life.

this meticulously designed show is 
enhanced with video footage and perfectly 
synced with the music to create the illusion 
of the original artist that performed the 
song, only with gordy & Debbie provid-
ing their amazing vocals live. the grand 
finale culminates with a medley of three 
great country songs all meshed together 

with an all-star cast of country music’s 
biggest stars from the past and present.

tickets are $22 in advance or 
$25 at the door for adults and $13 in 
advance or $15 at the door for stu-
dents. tickets can be purchased at 
the Ohnward Fine Arts Center box 
office, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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Caroline’s 
Restaurant
Diversified 
Menu for 
Wide-Ranging 
Clientele
By Sunil Malapati

Like the stolid Hotel Julien Dubuque, some 
version of which has occupied the corner 
of 2nd and Main st. since 1839, Caroline’s 
Restaurant offers the warmth of tradi-
tion with hints of modernity. Like the river 
town in which it is located, the restaurant 
periodically reinvents itself while staying 
true to its roots. After all, people have 
been coming for decades to this restau-
rant named after Caroline Rhomberg 
Fischer, one of the great businesswomen 
of 19th century Dubuque, and have certain 
expectations. At the same time, the food 
scene has become a lot more adventurous 
in the past few years. Chef Michael Henson 
seems well positioned to design a menu 
that caters to a very diverse clientele.

Chef Henson hails from around 
Dayton, OH, and has amassed experi-
ence working around the country, most 
notably spending the past decade in 
Bozeman, Mt. He also worked in rustic 

fine dining and gourmet pizza places, 
including one that milled its own flours. He 
applied to Caroline’s wanting to be closer 
to his wife’s family in Dubuque. Michael’s 
wide-ranging experiences inform the 
menu that aims to satisfy many differ-
ent discriminating palates. When asked 
about his approach to designing the menu 
(which changes three to four times a 
year), he told me that he tried to expand 
the use of seasonal ingredients while 
fusing international flavors and balanc-
ing those flavors with different textures.

I recently had the pleasure of tast-
ing food during a training session for the 
waitstaff. I was provided a unique vantage 
point into the operations of a restaurant 
that cares about every aspect of the food 
experienc—the waitstaff was quite frank 
with their observations and had a certain 
no-nonsense approach to food. Quality 
restaurants take the time to have their 
waitstaff taste the entire menu so they can 
intelligently talk to the customers. this 
is not to simply recommend favorites; it 
is imperative in today’s age with dietary 
restrictions and allergies. Chef Henson’s 
experience in Montana has made him 
attentive to providing gluten-free and 
vegan options and alerting the waitstaff to 
potential allergens in each dish. While not-
ing that Caroline’s does have breakfast and 
lunch menus (and a fabulous brunch on 
weekends), I will restrict myself here to the 
new menu that goes into effect this week.

First, “something to start,” or the 
appetizers. the expected charcuterie plate 
is great to share with a group: a good 
mixture of hearty sausages (a standout 
boar-cranberry sausage), cheeses (the 

honey-drizzled chevre is delightful), and 
pickled vegetables with a bracing acid-
ity to cut through the fat. Among the 
smaller plates, I was partial to the sesame 
tuna and the Mushroom and Polenta. 
the sesame-crusted tuna served with 
forbidden rice (black nutty rice) was 
umami-forward with a soy-forward flavor 
profile enhanced by scallion oil and a red 
pepper coulis. the fried polenta cakes 
were stuffed with shiitake mushrooms and 
served with a rich cream sauce—I could 
see myself eating this symphony of flavors 
and textures as an entrée on a lighter day! 
the fried calamari was accompanied by a 
“spicy harissa aioli”—while tasty, I did not 
find it particularly spicy. the New Mexico 
and guajillo chilies used are mild, and the 
harissa aioli worked better in the salmon 
entrée where it complemented the fish.

In the soups and salads section, I was 
pleased to see that the old favorites white 
bean chili and Paradise salad were still 
present. One of the new offerings I would 
definitely recommend is the IPA poached 
shrimp salad. the shrimp are gently 
poached in easy eddie IPA and tossed in 
a creamy dill dressing with celery and red 
onion and served in butter bib lettuce for a 
perfect late-summer bite. the IPA provides 
a background bitter note to the sweet-
ness of the shrimp and peppery celery, 
the herbal notes of dill complementing 
the faint citrus notes of the IPA. I did not 
find the same balance in the Quinoa and 
Broccoli Agrodolce—the sweet and sour 
dressing did not completely counter-
act the overly cruciferous notes of the 
roasted broccoli (the rest of the salad was 
well composed in flavor and texture).

the entrée menu is helpfully divided 
into meat, vegetarian, and pasta options. 
First, you have a choice of locally-sourced 
Angus steaks: ribeye, filet mignon, or K.C. 
strip served with beautifully blanched 
broccolini and smashed potatoes. the 
K.C. or Kansas City strip is the same as 
the NY strip but with the bone still intact. 
since it has slightly less fat than the 
ribeye, the bone helps lock the moisture 
in. We tasted the K.C. strip with garlic 
and herb Boursin cheese, the richness 
of the cheese complementing the juicy 
steak. Blue cheese, poblano cream 
sauce, and pumpkin Worcestershire 
butter are the other options available.

Poultry also offers three choices, this 
time with three very different preparations. 
the pretzel-crusted chicken, introduced 
last year with great success, is the stand-
out entrée. the quaintly named airline 
chicken (boneless chicken with drumette) 
is breaded with pretzel crumbs, the crisp 
breading encasing gorgeously moist white 
meat. the pretzel flavor comes through 
and is matched with a lovely honey 
mustard sauce. the other airline chicken 
dish is stuffed with blue cheese and 
pecans and slathered with BBQ sauce—as 
someone who hates blue cheese, I was 
surprised by how well I liked the balance 
of flavors between the funky blue cheese 
and sour-sweet barbecue sauce. the 
wine-braised thighs speak of Mediterra-
nean flavors, with classic French mirepoix, 
Lima beans, and fried garlic bits with 
jasmine rice adding a unique touch. the 
chevre on top adds a great tangy touch.

With pork, you can either get the Baby 
Back Ribs slathered in sugar Ray’s BBQ 

seAReD IDAHO RAINBOW tROut CAuLIFLOWeR steAK

CoLUMnIsts
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sauce or the two Bone stuffed Chop. the 
former is exactly as sticky and delicious 
as you want it to be. the latter is a pork 
loin stuffed with a creamy corn salsa and 
accompanied by a tomato-onion galette 
and seasonal vegetables. While I liked all 
the components separately, the dish had 
too many sweet elements in one place. the 
galette with summer tomatoes and cara-
melized onions was a lot more successful 
in the vegetarian Cauliflower steak entrée 
where it was balanced by a sharp lemony 
gremolata and brininess of the capers. the 
cauliflower steak itself is steamed in the 
oven and then seared on a griddle for a 
great balance of textures. Vegans are not 
after-thoughts on this menu, with another 
intelligently composed dish, namely Fried 
tofu and Banana Curry. the yellow banana 
is pureed in the curry with roasted carrots, 
tomato, zucchini, and squash providing 
textures; the curry ladled atop jasmine 
rice. the fried tofu is crispy on the outside 
and creamy on the inside, and the whole 
dish works harmoniously. I would sug-
gest cooking the curry just a tad more so 
the curry powder fully loses its acridity.

seafood lovers have three very different 
choices. the Idaho Rainbow trout is served 
with a crispy skin and a charred lemon 
beurre blanc. the charred lemon adds a 
deeper citrus flavor and a smoky note to 
the sauce that helps the fish shine. the 
Cedar Plank salmon benefits both from the 
subtle cedar flavor and the “spicy” harissa 
aioli—the relative lack of spiciness in the 
harissa helps accentuate the cedar and 
salmon flavors in this case. the Blackened 
Mahi Mahi is a lovely tropical composition 
with a fruity pineapple salsa and coconut 
jasmine rice, perfect for a light dinner.

As part of the waitstaff training, I also 
got to taste a whole bunch of mocktails. 
Assistant Manager Rebecca Williams and 
Restaurant Manager Lisa Connor have 
put together a whole list of mocktails to 
debut with the new menu. the strawberry 
escape, a mixture of lemonade, strawberry 

syrup, and fresh strawberry, was my 
favorite for this late summertime. the 
Cranberry Old Fashioned with macerated 
Bing cherries had a complex aftertaste of 
cherries and bitters. they also offer a long 
list of Moscow Mules named after different 
places based on the flavor—for example, 
the Milan has blood orange while the Lex-
ington uses whiskey. A cute little conceit!

Caroline’s borrows its hospitality 
philosophy from Hotel Julien Dubuque 
in which it is situated—providing some 
old-fashioned comfort with updated 
modern trappings. echoes of distant 
shores knock on the door, but the sen-
sibility remains stolidly Midwestern. n
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Caroline’s Restaurant
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE
200 MAIN ST, DUBUQUE, IA
563-588-5595
HOTELJULIENDUBUQUE.COM
FACEBOOK: @CAROLINESRESTAURANTHJD
Hours: Mon–Fri: 7–10:30 AM,  
11 AM–1:30 PM, 5–9 PM;  
sat–sun: 7 AM–1:30 PM, 5–9 PM

SUNIL MALAPATI
suNIL Is NeRDY ABOut ALL 

tHINgs FOOD, sCIeNCe, 

FOOD sCIeNCe AND 

tHeAtRe. He WILL gLADLY 

ANsWeR YOuR QuestIONs (As WeLL As 

BORe YOu WItH FOOD LORe) IF YOu eMAIL 

HIM At DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

K.C. stRIP IPA POACHeD sHRIMP sALAD



32  365INK MAGAZINE August 18–August 31, 2022 Issue #415 DUBUQUE365.COM

COLUMNISTS

The Street Rats of 
Aragon Series by 
Michael Wisehart
By Bryce Parks

I’m back with another binge-worthy install-
ment of “Bryce listens to too many books too 
fast.” this time, I dove into the coming-of-
age fantasy series known as the street Rats 
of Aramoor by Michael Wisehart. so far this 
series is five books deep, with a final install-
ment coming in 2023. the titles of the first five 
books are Banished, Hurricane, Rockside, Sand-
storm, and Wildfire. On Audible, the first two 
books are bundled into a one-credit download.

the series revolves around a boy named 
Ayrion who has been training to fight since he 
was old enough to walk and has one dream—
to be the youngest warrior of his clan. After 
a tragic accident rips away his dreams and 
leaves him without a home, Ayrion heads 
south to the capital city of Aramoor in hopes 
of starting a new life. Battling highway 
bandits, river pirates, and even Cylmaran 
slavers, Ayrion finally reaches the walls of 
Aramoor to realize that his troubles have 
only just begun. Mugged, robbed, and left 
for dead, Ayrion finds himself at the mercy 
of the city’s streets. Learning to survive and 
navigate Aramoor’s treacherous underbelly 
comes as he is introduced to the large under-
ground community of homeless children. 
these “street rats” have banded together 
into adversarial gangs that control different 
parts of Aramoor to stay alive by any means 
from pickpocketing to who knows what.

I guess you’d call this a young adult series, 
mainly because it’s not terribly violent nor is it 
riddled with profanity or sex. But as an adult, 
I still very much enjoyed the story arc. I mean, 
tolkien never needed that stuff either, did he? 
Maybe it’s because the story comes from the 
perspective of its 13-year-old protagonist. But 
you won’t feel talked down to or scoff at child-
ish storytelling. that said, it’s also not Neal 
stephenson-level of fantasy complexity. It’s 
not deep and doesn’t have a million characters 
who all have almost the same names. It’s just 
a great story that leaves me wanting to find 
out what happens next. A little bit like Patrick 
Rothfuss’s The Name of the Wind or The Wheel 
of Time (but way less tediously boring) and 
a touch of Robin Hobb’s The Farseer Trilogy.

the series is partly about this boy’s jour-
ney to becoming the man he will one day be, 
but it’s also a bit about the politics of running 
opposing factions, building a weak tribe into 
a strong one, and making forays from the 
underground world of street urchins into the 
respectable world of soldiers and the nobility.

An interesting cast 
of characters come 
and go along Ayrion’s 
path as he eventu-
ally collects a core 
of best friends and 
confidants as well as 
an interesting set of 
enemies and adver-
saries that are not 
necessarily enemies.

throughout the five books, the street 
rats’ “houses” are continually in conflict, 
and each book is named after another 
house that becomes a central antago-
nist in that book. Along the way, Ayrion 
begins to also follow a life path that will 
one day pull him away from the street rats 
to follow a calling for something more.

And the kicker is that this series is a pre-
quel to another ongoing series by Wisehart 
called the Aldoran Chronicles, so far a three-
part series that includes Ayrion as an adult and 
head of the king’s guard before things in the 
kingdom fall apart. so with each book in the 
street Rats series, we see Ayrion come closer 
and closer to the man we finally meet in the 
book The White Tower, the first of three books 
in the later series, where he must apply all he 
has learned so far to help save a kingdom.

the second series is far more violent and 
adult oriented. It’s not profane, but the books 
have a great deal more torture, battle, and 
more adult themes, but it also introduces new 
characters who become as central to the plot 
as Ayroin is. eventually, they come together 
to find they are on a shared mission. But this 
series is also not yet finished, so although 
I’ve read all eight books in the two series, 
neither is complete quite yet. the second 
book in the second series is called Plague 
of Shadows, and the third is The Four-Part 
Key plus a short prequel novella, Shackled.

But Wisehart seems to be pretty prolific 
at offering new installments, so don’t expect 
to be left hanging like george R.R. Martin or 
Patrick Rothfuss have done to us. And with 
eight books so far, you have plenty of pages to 
chew up before you find yourself wanting for 
more. the audiobook versions are wonder-
fully brought to life by veteran tim gerard 
Reynolds who has done service to many great 
fantasy series. You might find them to be 
books you could read at the same time as your 
teenage kids and be able to discuss and geek 
out about together. the books are available in 
paperback, e-book, and audiobook formats. n
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Hurry into 
Hy-Vee to Try 
Hatch Peppers
By Hy-Vee Nutritionists Megan Dalsing (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

get these sweet and smoky chiles while they’re in season to 
add some heat to your favorite dishes. Hatch chile peppers 
are named after their original growing area in the Hatch 
Valley of New Mexico and are typically harvested August 
through september. their unique balance of heat, sweetness, 
and earthiness makes them a hot commodity when in season.

Most Hatch peppers are about a third as hot as a 
typical jalapeño pepper. the heat provides a flavor 
component that can help offset other flavor additives, 
like salt, making this a lower-sodium flavoring option 
in recipes. Reducing sodium intake can be helpful for 
better blood pressure control and overall heart health. 
High in vitamin C, these peppers help the body form 
blood vessels, cartilage, muscle, and collagen in bones.

If it feels a bit daunting to start cooking with Hatch 
chile peppers, here are a few tips to get you started:
• Buy. the freshest peppers will be bright green, glossy, 

and firm to the touch. Avoid any with soft spots, 
and select peppers with medium to thick flesh.

• Store. Before washing, keep Hatch peppers in a plastic 
bag in the crisper drawer of the fridge, separate 
from other fruits and veggies, for up to five days.

• Prep Lightly wash the chiles, then slice off the stem 
and cut peppers into quarters. use a spoon to scrape 
out the pith and seeds to lessen heat, if desired.

• Enjoy. Hatch peppers can be eaten raw as a top-
ping for burgers, brats, sandwiches, and pizzas. they 
offer a crisp, lightly spicy flavor with a mild pungency 
that is similar to an onion. Add a few ingredients 
to roasted and puréed Hatch peppers to make a 
sauce, salsa, queso, or hummus to eat with tortilla 
chips, spoon over tacos, or add to baked casse-
roles like enchiladas. since Hatch peppers are only 
in season for about six weeks, keep them around 
longer by pickling them with 1 part water, 1 part 
white vinegar, ½ part sugar, and a dash of salt. n
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This information is not intended as medical advice.  
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

scan this QR code  
to find your  
Hy-Vee dietitian

Tiny, Shiny, 
Altar of Your 
Device
By Matt Booth

Devices have become everyday essentials in our digitally 
connected world. they can also become obsessions that we 
invest much of our hearts and time into. Are you unknow-
ingly worshipping at the altar of your tiny, shiny device?

Nomophobia is defined as the irrational fear of 
being without a mobile device or being unable to 
use your device for some reason, such as no bat-
tery power. Our phones have become such a vital 
part of our lives that nomophobia is growing.

If you have no power on your phone, what do you 
do? that’s right, you plug it in and charge it up.

How to charge up yourself? You unplug!
to recharge yourself, unplug from technology! 

stop worshiping at the altar of your device. start 
getting plugged in and connected with your fam-
ily, friends, and your surroundings. According to data 
from DataReportal, the average American spends 

over seven hours per day on screens. I dare you to 
look at the screen time on your phone. Have you ever 
seen people sitting at a table in a restaurant on their 
devices while ignoring each other? It is easy to jump 
into a car with your family and have everyone plugged 
into their device and not say a word the whole trip.

Worshipping your device provides instant but tem-
porary gratification. Mindless surfing and watching 
shorts are entertaining and are ways to avoid others 
and retreat and hide from the pressures we feel inside. 
When you “unplug” from the real world and plug into a 
“virtual world” you are creating barriers in relationships 
and life. It’s a one-way interaction where you are in total 
control. You can switch in and out of it without having 
to explain anything or consider other people’s emo-
tions. Worshipping at the tiny altars leads to isolation.

I’m not saying you must get rid of your phone com-
pletely; I’m not giving up mine. Be intentional and 
unplug for 15 to 20 minutes at a time. How about talk-
ing with your kids or your spouse? Play some games 
or read a book. try anything that gets you unplugged 
for a bit from technology! stop worshipping at the 
tiny, shiny altar of your device. Plug into the people 
around you and recharge yourself for a change. n

“With each step forward in technology, we seem to 
take a step back from each other.” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
BuY LOCAL! CONtACt MAtt tODAY 

AND FIND Out HOW He CAN HeLP LIFt 

YOuR sPIRIts. CALL 563-590-9693 OR 

eMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“AS AN ORGANIZATION, WE ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED 

TO THE TRI-STATE REGION. MATT WAS A LOGICAL, 

LOCAL CHOICE TO HELP LIFT OUR SPIRITS AND PROVIDE 

COACHING AND WORDS OF ADVICE.” —JUSTIN C. HAFNER, 

MBA, CEO, GRAND RIVER MEDICAL GROUP, P.C.
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Are You 
Ready 
for Fall?
summer is quickly winding down, kids 
are headed back to school, and Labor 
Day is just around the corner. It’s a great 
reminder to pause and do some basic 
home maintenance prep for the upcom-
ing changing season. And, while it could 
potentially wait until next month, we do 
live in Iowa, and we know all too well that 
the weather could change quickly over the 
next few months. therefore, some home 
maintenance tasks are best addressed in 
August, before temps start dropping.

Now, we know life gets busy, so I’m 
going to keep this concise and simple 
to follow. the key is to be proactive and 
take small steps to ensure your home is 
ready for the fall and winter months.

Check your landscape. Make sure 
trees and shrubbery are not rubbing or 
touching the roof or sides of your house. 
Prune dead limbs, branches, and plants 
from your lawn and garden. Doing this 
will make your home’s landscape look 
cleaner, and you’ll set yourself up for 
the following spring’s growing season.

Deal with wasps, mosquitoes, and other 
insects. Late summer is when these flying 
pests become their most problematic. Mos-
quitoes are more active, and wasps are more 
aggressive. to deal with mosquitos, you 
should take a walk around your property and 
empty any sources of standing or stagnant 
water. use citronella candles, bug zappers, 
or mosquito traps to help control mosqui-
tos. spray for wasps to keep them away.

Inspect and clean your gutters and 
downspouts. Make sure they’re clear of 
debris and are secure and drain prop-
erly; add gutter guards or screens to 
help keep debris out. summer thun-
derstorms can deposit debris and 
clog your gutters. so, a good practice 
to adopt is to clean out your gutters 
before the annual falling of the leaves.

Consider pressure washing. Pollen, dirt 
and environmental factors take a toll on 

the exterior of a home. Pressure wash-
ing siding, windows, masonry, walkways, 
brick, and flagstone patios prevents 
environmental chemicals from breaking 
down mortar, paint, seals, and joints, which 
protect a home from moisture leaks.

Check your windows, screens, storm 
windows, and doors. Check the seals 
around your home, including doors, 
windows, and dryer vents. Check for 
torn screens and missing or cracked 
caulk. Cleaning away the old caulk and 
applying a fresh bead will help seal the 
gaps and prevent warm air from leav-
ing the home. Need a screen repaired? 
Bring it into steve’s Ace on JFK.

Adjust doors and tighten loose handles. 
temperatures and humidity influence the 
functionality of doors and handles. In the 
summer, moisture and humidity can cause 
doors and handles to expand and stick, 
and, in the winter, drier and colder condi-
tions cause doors and handles to shrink 
and loosen. Fixing the issue is as simple 
as a little grease and a turn of a screw.

Do a safety inspection. Clean out your 
dryer vent, check your washing machine 
hoses, check fire extinguishers, and your 
toilet supply line, which are important 
checklist items from a safety point of view.

test and change detector batteries. It 
is important to ensure your safety devices 
are charge and connected. test your 
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors regularly, and stock up on AAs.

Replace air conditioner filter. the air 
filter on your heating and cooling sys-
tem needs to be replaced every 1 to 3 
months to keep the air in your home clean 
and flowing freely through the unit.

Clean or replace filters and grills. 
Replace furnace filters, clean return air 
grills, kitchen hood vents, etc. Replac-
ing and/or cleaning filters keeps equip-
ment working at optimal levels.

Inspect showers and tubs. Replace 
caulk if required. Inspecting showers 
and tubs and replacing broken or miss-
ing caulk prevents water from seeping 
into walls and causing water damage.

tip: get all of these, and more, taken 
care of before the summer is gone by 
scheduling a task per day on your calen-
dar. Before you know it, you’ll be ready 
to fall in love with another season in your 
well-maintained and safe home. n



Picture Yourself in the Tri-States
fueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

It’s all part of the job, as Fair General Manager Kevin Kotz gets to pose with this year’s Dubuque County Fair Queen and Princesses after their crowning.

The cast of Church Basement Ladies: The 

Last (Potluck) Supper provides the laughs 

at the Bell Tower Theater. The show runs 

through August 28th.

Brenda Broadwell met legendary Cubs superfan 
Ronnie Woo-Woo while dining out in Galena during 

the time of the MLB at Field of Dreams game.

The Dubuque Marina and Yardarm’s Annual 
Cardboard Boat Races left competitors a bit soggy 
but all smiles including the Yardarm’s own Jamie 

Becker getting her paddle-on in this pic!

Volunteers like Kenyatta help St. Mark Youth Enrichment’s Fill the Bag program to provide 3,600 area kids with the supplies needed to start a new school year off right!

The Rockzilla Summer Tour brought Papa Roach, Falling in Reverse, and more to Q Casino Back Waters Stage before a massive crowd. Photo by Darkskye Productions.

Local athletes with disabilites get the 

chance to play ball just like the big 

leaguers at the 2022 Field of Miracles Game 

at the Miracle League of Dubuque Complex.

The Red Basket Project collected 

over $6,000 in cash and feminine 

hygine products for area women 

through a Stuff the Truck event 

in partnership with Hy-Vee and 

Runde Auto Group!

Country music star Sam Hunt plays 
the Back Waters Stage at Q Casino 
one day after Papa Roach to round 
out a huge weekend of live music at 
the Chaplain Schmitt Island venue. 

Photo by Bob Felderman.

American Legion Post 137 Color Guard prior to the USA Patriots (A team of military amputees) playing the Field of Dreams Ghost Players the day before the MLB game. Photo by Bob Felderman.

They call in Mutton Bustin’, and it was  

a big hit at the 69
th Annual Dubuque 

County Fair. Hang on, buddy!
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

With Mars twiddling its thumbs, 
you need to get serious with yourself. Like…
REALLY serious. You may worry that some-
one will say, “They take themselves too 
seriously.” Nope. Nobody will say that. 
Except Brian. But since when has it EVER 
been a good idea to listen to Brian?

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

You will think twice before taking 
a risk in your life. Unfortunately that won’t 
be enough. You need to think about it at 
least five times. Maybe six. Seven would be 
optimal cuz it has that whole lucky number 
thing going for it. On second thought (and 
third, fourth, and fifth thoughts), maybe 
just flip a coin and hope for the best.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

For the next few weeks, your 
energy will be infectious, like laughter. 
But nobody will be laughing. They’ll be 
gasping for their dying breath. Quaran-
tine your infectious self immediately.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

With Venus letting her freak flag fly, 
it may seem like you’re your own worst enemy 
these days. But really, it’s just the universe 
slapping you with your own hands saying, 
“Quit hitting yourself! Quit hitting yourself!”

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

Accept support from someone 
younger than you. This could manifest as some-
thing as magical as a baby’s smile, but it’s proba-
bly just the neighbor kid trying to earn money by 
doing a crappy job of mowing your lawn again.

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

With Neptune putting out feelers 
in the job market, you may feel like your place 
in the universe is uncertain. It is. It always 
is and always will be. The fact that you’re 
just realizing it now is kind of pathetic.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

Now is not the time to let an 
opportunity pass you by. Sure, you can still 
waste that opportunity through foolishness and 
folly. In fact, you probably will. But at least the 
rest of us will get a kick out of watching you try.

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

With Jupiter feeling cute, 
you’ll be tempted to reconnect with an old 
friend or lover. Ugh, really? Haven’t you 
hurt them enough? There’s a reason they 
cut you out of your life, so just leave them 
alone. They’re still healing, you monster.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

Sure, things might suck for you 
right now. It’s been a pretty tumultuous time, 
and you’ve been through so much. Just keep 
remembering that everything passes, and 
there’s always tomorrow. As far as you know.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

You’ll need to remember that 
accepting who you are is not the same thing 
as accepting who you will always be. But 
since you’re clearly not willing to do the 
work to improve yourself, it may as well be 
the same thing, you stale sack of crap.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

If you’re considering a new relation-
ship, I say go for it. According to the cosmos, 
there’s no way you can mess this one up. So it’ll 
be that much more incredible and meaningful 
and precious when you mess it up anyway.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

If you’re having nagging doubts, 
it’s for a good reason. It’s because all doubts, 
by their very nature, are nagging. Saying 
“nagging doubts” is like saying “burning 
fire.” It’s redundant. I know this doesn’t help 
you navigate your path forward, I’m just 
sick of people using that stupid phrase.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

Now is your time. Literally. 
You know how different time periods are 
named after different people, like kings or 
queens? The Victorian Era, The Edward-
ian Era, etc? This time will be known as the 
(Your Name)ian era. Long may you reign.

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY FAIRCHILD Is tHe ONLY tHINg 

stANDINg BetWeeN us AND tHe CeLestIAL 

BODIes tHAt WOuLD DestROY us ALL. 

KIND OF LIKe tHe MOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

YOu CAN tHANK HIM BY eMAILINg HIM 

At DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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DEAR GWEN,
this is gwen, actually. gwen from the 
past. I’ll be in the past by the time you 
answer this. We deserve a little bit of 
advice every now and then, don’t we? 
Don’t we deserve a morsel of tender 
loving care from ourselves? Ourself? 
Whoa, I forgot that time travel makes 
two of us exist. You know, this is why 
we hate time travel in movies and comic 
books and tV shows. there are instant 
inconsistencies because sure, okay, the 
plot says somebody time travels, but 
for them to be time traveling, there’s 
gotta be two of them. You have to get 
duplicated in the process! everybody 
acts like you don’t get duplicated in 
the process, but the whole concept 
of time travel is a mess. Like, miss me 
with that Back to the Future, Termina-
tor, Prisoner of Azkaban garbage. And 
you know what? I know time travel 
isn’t real because if it was, I would have 
already been contacted by myself from 
the future because I know I would’ve 
wanted me to know that using three 
types of acne medication simultane-
ously was going to give me a chemical 
burn so bad my face would look like 
a Flaming Hot Cheeto for two weeks 
and then peel off in huge, disgusting 
swaths. And I received no notification 
from Future Me about that, so time 
travel doesn’t and can’t exist. Whoa, I 
think that little soliloquy created three 
of us, babe. three gwens. I can think 
of exactly zero people who want that.

Anyway, my question: How does one 
learn to relax? I have some time off work 
and, despite my best efforts to watch 
tV, I didn’t even last a day. I started 
redecorating and making…woodworking 
plans? I bought a mattress. I managed 
to squeeze in two hours of worrying 

about not having health insurance. I 
volunteered to have obligations that 
nobody even asked me to have. I 
googled, “most engrossing television 
show” to find something that might suck 
me in, but then I got curious about the 
etymology of the word “engross,” and 
then a few hours later, I realized I had 
been reading about dangerous german 
playground equipment for an astonish-
ingly long time, and I was sweating. How 
do we learn to chill out and unwind?
—Yours truly, YOu

DEAR ME,
this is a little bit meta for gwen’s good 
Advice, don’t you think? this was sup-
posed to be a respectable, legitimate 
column, providing the kind of guid-
ance this community needs. Who do 
we think we are? the horoscope guy? 
I really hope you’ve gotten this out 
of your system so we can continue to 
support the Dubuque advice-seeking 
community. this isn’t a game, they 
need us. they need us in case their 
sister names a dog the same name as 
their kid! they need us to tell them a 
hot dog costume is appropriate for a 
formal event! I’m ignoring four other 
advice emails right now to respond 
to this hideous, narcissistic display.

But you’re right about 
time travel. It’s tired!
—xoxo gwen

GWEN MERFELD
gWeN MeRFeLD Is A sORORItY 

DROPOut AND CRYBABY, ReADY AND 

WILLINg tO BOss YOu AROuND. IF 

YOu WANt tO teLL HeR sHe’s PRettY, 

eMAIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w
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