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Some people do it at the end of the day before they 
go to sleep as a reward while others do it in bed first 
thing when they get up in the morning, granted they 
are skilled enough to finish fast enough to not be late 
for work. Still, others do it in the bathroom, probably 
at work. At work? Wait… what? What do you think 
I’m talking about? Wordle. I’m talking about Wordle.

Do you Wordle? Do you even know what that is?
It’s an online word game where you simply have 

six chances to guess today’s five letter word. A green 
brick indicates that the letter guessed is correct and 
in the exact location; a yellow brick indicates that the 
letter appears in the word but in a different place; 
and a gray or black brick indicates that the letter does 
not appear anywhere in the word. Each guess must 
be a real word, but if you get a letter right on the 
first guess, you do not have to keep using the letter 
on the next one. This is where strategy comes in. 
Do you just want to get it right in six or less guesses 
or are you trying to get it in as few as possible?

It was just introduced in October of 2021 
with 90 users a day on Nov. 1, 300,000 by mid-
November, and now has millions of daily players. 
I know this because they all post their daily scores 
on Facebook and Twitter. Annoying, yes, but we 
all have to admit, that’s exactly how we all got 
hooked, so we can’t really whine too much. I really 
think the big hook for the game is that you can 
only play once a day. If you can play over and over 
all day, it would quickly lose its luster. But one fix 
a day? That’ll keep ‘em coming back for more.

A feature lets you share your success (or 
failure), with rows of five bricks indicating how 
close you were to guessing the correct word. 
And it seems like EVERYONE does just that. My 
friend Sunil always give very subtle hints with 
his posts, so I never check Facebook before I 
Wordle. Apparently my strict Wordle regimen is 
even tighter than my tooth brushing regimen.

On top of that, the little colored squares 
have spawned about a million memes on top 
of the billion tweets. And there are some good 
ones. I wish I had the space here to share.

Wordle was created by a guy named Josh 
Wardle (I sh*t you not), a software engineer in 
Brooklyn who initially created the game as a gift 
for his partner after they got “really into” The 
NYT crossword puzzle during the pandemic. And 
now he’s got millions. Good for that guy! What’s 
a five letter word for lucky? Oh, nevermind.

Wordle is free for players and doesn’t have 
any ads, creating the ideal user experience, and 
The New York Times said it would initially remain 
free to new and existing players. But love it while 

you can because you know good things come to 
an end. The NYT strategy has been vindicated 
to the tune of millions of new subscribers.

There are already copycats and derivations, like 
a math version called Nerdlegame, and, of course, a 
very NSFW dirty word version called Lewdle. I guess 
not all dirty words have four letters. And man, I ain’t 
doing math first thing in the morning. Forget it!

Apparently the chef of England’s MI6 
tweeted about his frustration with people 
sharing Wordle scores online. A woman named 
Emily Coleman called Wordle “the sourdough 
starter of Omicron.” I personally believe that 
“I got word in two lines” can replace “but I did 
stay at a Holiday Inn Express last night.”

Apparently “ADIEU” is a popular starter 
word, but Nate Silver, the famous odds-maker 
from fivethirtyeight.com, thinks it’s terrible. Ah, 
what does he know? One day the Wordle answer 
will actually be “ADIEU,” and Twitter will prob-
ably melt down. A computerized breakdown of 
words so far says that the best starter words are 
“AUDIO,” “STARE”, “TEARY,” and “PIOUS.”

Yeah, I started playing too a few weeks back. 
By a complete fluke, one of my starting words one 
day was the word, and I got it on the first guess. 
It was like finding a unicorn or bigfoot on your 
first visit to the woods. I wondered it I should quit 
right there and then because I had just won the 
internet. Then I saw a friend also hit gold with 
the same word on the same day. Out of respect, 
I retired that word. And why taut my stats on 
social media when I can put mine IN THE PAPER!

My personal starters now are “STAIR” and 
“CLOUD.” I honestly don’t know what good, bad, 
or great is, but I think I’m pretty good at this. In 20 
days, I’ve never needed the sixth guess to get the 
answer, so I think I’m a good strategy guy. Honestly, 
if you play it right, not just the first two words, it 
often leaves you making very informed guesses by 
the third line. Often, it gets to the point were I can 
only think of one possible word that works, and low 
and behold, that’s it! But I’ve only ever shared my 
victory once: the days I aced it. After that, it’s fun 
but, come on man, act like you’ve been here before!

My wife got mad at me yesterday because I 
was “on my phone” so long laying in bed Saturday 
morning looking at the internet. But honestly, I was 
on Facebook. I was stumped on Wordle for like a 
half hour. I would not give up and try a new word for 
more help because I knew once I found a word that 
fit the criteria laid down by the first two guesses, 
I’d have it… and I was right. But perhaps not to 
the point where it was worth the silent wrath of 
Christy. Oh well, sorry sweetie. But I got it in three!

And today my pristine 20 game Wordle streak 
was RESET by my new overlords, The New York 
Times… GASP! You bastards! Whew… they fixed 

it. Everything’s gonna be okay 
everyone. Just breathe.

An 80-year-old woman, 
Denyse Holt, was taken hostage in 
her home recently, and her family 
was alerted that something was 
wrong after she didn’t share her 
Wordle score the day. Once again, 
I sh*t you not (Google it). See, it’s 
saving lives. How can it be wrong?

So yeah, I Wordle. 
Deal with it! n
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Dubuque Fighting Saints Hockey
VS MADISON CAPITOLS: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 @ 7:05 PM
VS TEAM USA U17: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18 @ 7:05 PM
VS YOUNGSTOWN PHANTOMS: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 @ 7:05 PM
VS YOUNGSTOWN PHANTOMS: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 @ 3:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
The Dubuque Fighting saints head 
to the Mystique community Ice cen-
ter for another season of hockey.

The saints take on the Madi-
son capitols on Feb. 17 followed 
by Team usa u17 on Feb. 18.

Then, the youngstown Phantoms 
head to Our house for back-to-back 
games on Feb. 26 and 27. Feb. 26 is 
Finnin The Food bank Night, and Feb. 
27 is a night sponsored by hawkeye 

care center where the first 1,000 fans 
will receive a #PaintItred rally towel.

On the heels of making the clark cup 
Playoffs for the 10th consecutive season, 
the Dubuque Fighting saints look to 
extend that streak to 11. The 10 consecu-
tive playoff appearances remain far-and-
away the longest streak in the ushL.

call 563-583-6880 or visit 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com 
for tickets, the full season sched-
ule, and more information. n

Dubuque 
Brewfest on Ice
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
VIP ADMISSION: NOON–4 PM
GENERAL ADMISSION: 1–4 PM
GRAND RIVER CENTER (500 BELL ST)
The Dubuque brewfest on Ice is back for 
its 10th annual event, now at the Grand 
river center (previously held at the 
Mystique community Ice center), on sat-
urday, Feb. 19. General admission grants 
entry from 1 to 4 p.m. while VIP admission 
will get you in an hour earlier at noon.

sample from a variety of brewer-
ies, wineries, distilleries, and food 
vendors. Music will be provided 
by adam beck. Test your strength 
with the beer stein contest!

all proceeds from Dubuque brewfest 
on Ice support three nonprofits: research 
for the Kids, camp albrecht acres, 
and The National brewery Museum.

VIP tickets are $59 and include early 
entry at noon. General admission tickets 
are $44 with entry at 1 p.m. For tickets 
and more information, call 608-763-4002 
or visit dubuquebrewfest.com. n

EvEnts
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EVOLUTION WEEKEND AND 
THE SCHEMMEL ENDOWED 
LECTURE IN THEOLOGY

Dr. Ilia Delio 
Lecture
THE POSTHUMAN IN THE SECOND AXIAL 
PERIOD AND THE REBIRTH OF RELIGION
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 @ 7 PM
VIRTUAL
On Thursday, Feb. 24, clarke university 
combines two of its most esteemed 
academic events, evolution Weekend 
and the schemmel endowed Lecture 
in Theology, to explore the relation-
ship between science and religion. The 
free online lecture begins at 7 p.m. and 
features acclaimed speaker Dr. Ilia Delio, 
OsF, discussing the need for a rebirth of 
religion in an age of artificial intelligence.

Delio is the Josephine c. connelly 
endowed chair in christian Theology at Vil-
lanova university. she holds doctorates in 
both pharmacology and historical theology 
and has authored over 20 books, including 
the award-winning The Unbearable Whole-
ness of Being and Re-Enchanting the Earth.

her lecture, The Posthuman in the Sec-
ond Axial Period and the Rebirth of Reli-
gion, focuses on the shift in consciousness 
brought about by the impact of technol-
ogy and mass communication, and the 
irony of resistance to accepting evolution 
despite this ongoing human development. 
The timely topic is meant to drive discus-
sions within the classroom and through-
out the greater Dubuque community.

“as a catholic institution, clarke 
university values opportunities to 
promote dialogue,” said bill Gregory, 

associate Professor of religious studies 
at clarke. “Through genuine dialogue we 
explore how faith and reason comple-
ment each other. We host conversa-
tions, including lectures like this one, 
within our own catholic intellectual 
tradition, with other faith traditions, and 
with science, culture, and politics.”

evolution Weekend is an international 
movement that seeks to demonstrate 
that religion and science can be compat-
ible and elevate the quality of discussion 
around these issues. It is an opportunity 
for serious reflection on the relationship 
between religion and science and aligns 
well with the intent of the Frederic and 
emma schemmel endowed Lecture in 
Theology. The schemmel lecture series 
was established by a generous gift from 
clarke alumnae Dr. rachel schemmel 
’51 who had a successful career as a 
professor of food science and nutrition 
at Michigan state university. Dr. schem-
mel passed away on Jan. 15, 2022.

View the free virtual event at 
clarke.edu/schemmel-lecture. n

Greater Dubuque 
Home and 
Builders Show
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 @ 4–8 PM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 @ 10 AM–5 PM
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 @ 11 AM–4 PM
GRAND RIVER CENTER (500 BELL ST)
Whether you are planning to buy a new 
home, remodel your existing home, or if 
just want decorating tips for that special 
room, the Dubuque homebuilders & 
associates’s annual Greater Dubuque 
home and builders show is for you!

head to the Grand river center on 
Friday, Feb. 25 from 4 to 8 p.m., sat-
urday, Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and sunday, Feb. 27 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to see displays and demonstra-
tions of home products and services, 
remodeling, and interior design.

Internationally recognized and 
self-proclaimed “Grillologists,” Mad 
Dog & Merrill of the Midwest Grill’n 
TV series join as special guests.

Whether you want to dream, plan, 
improve, or build, come and explore 
the current trends in homebuilding.

Tickets are $5, and children under 12 
are free with an adult. For more infor-
mation, call the Dubuque homebuild-
ers & associates at 563-582-4553 or 
visit DubuqueHomeBuilders.com. n
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FrI 2/18

17th Annual Ebony 
Weekend Conference: 
Breaking Barriers
5:30–9 PM @ UW-P MARKEE 

PIONEER STUDENT CENTER 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Feb. 18 at 5:30–9 p.m. and 
Feb. 19 at 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m. 
and 6–9 p.m. The Black Stu-
dent Union of the University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville cele-
brates the generations in the 
Black community and aims 
to bridge the gap between 
them through workshops, 
entertainment, social interac-
tion, inspiring lectures, and 
substantial dialogue focusing 
on solutions to the common 
problems that plague the 
Black community. RSVP. 
1 University Plaza, Platteville, 
WI. byassy@uwplatt.edu. 
ebonyweekend.weebly.com.

Winter Carnival 
Weekend
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT 

& SPA (GALENA, IL)

Feb. 18–21. The annual 
outdoor winter celebration 
features a variety of winter 
activities including Fire and 
Ice winter balloon glows, ice 
turkey bowling, ice carving 
stations, an ice bar featuring 
marshmallow shots, and 
more. Free. 444 Eagle Ridge 
Dr, Galena, IL. 815-777-5000. 
eagleridge.com.

saT 2/19

Blue Ribbon 
Fundraiser
5 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Social begins at 5 p.m., 
prime rib dinner at 6:30 p.m., 
auction and awards around 
7:30 p.m., and entertain-
ment to follow. Featuring 

hypnotist Anna Rose from 
the Paris Hotel in Las Vegas. 
Hypnotist Brian Imbus will 
be joining for pre and post 
demonstrations. Mark Zala-
znik playing music to follow. 
Funds raised go towards 
Ballroom improvements. 
$70. 14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1406. dbqfair.com.

suN 2/20

18th Annual Centralia/
Peosta Fire & Rescue 
Breakfast
7:30 AM–NOON @ PEOSTA 

FIRE STATION (PEOSTA, IA)

Serving ham, fresh and 
smoked sausage, scrambled 
eggs, hash browns, cin-
namon roll, and orange 
juice. $10 Adults; $5 ages 
5–10; free ages 4 and 
under. cityofpeosta.org.

MON 2/21

ISBA People’s Law 
School: Brown V. 
Board of Education
3:30–5:30 PM @ VIRTUAL

Examine the case that stated 
separate schools for blacks 
and whites are inherently 
unequal. A presentation on 
the case will be followed by 
a discussion with panelists 
who attended segregated 
schools. Panelists include 
Tim Gartin, Henry Hamilton 
III, Judge Odell McGhee, 
and Emily Gould Chafa. 
Sponsored by the Iowa 
State Bar Association, the 
Iowa National Bar Associa-
tion, Iowa Organization of 
Women Attorneys, and the 
Polk County Bar Associa-
tion. RSVP. 515-243-3179. 
iowabar.org/pls.

Darwin Day Talk:  
Dr. Anthony Barnhart
6:30–8 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (ASBURY, IA)

Dr. Anthony Barnhart, chair of 
the psychology department 
at Carthage College, will give 
a free public lecture: Science, 
Deception, and Magic–The 
causes, correlates, and evolu-
tionary basis of magical think-
ing.” Dr. Barnhart received 
his Ph.D. in Cognitive Science 
from Arizona State University. 
His current research in cogni-
tion explores inattentional 
blindness and the techniques 
magicians use to manipulate 
attentional deployment in 
time. He is also a part-time 
professional magician with 
over 30 years of performing 
experience. His magic has 
won four national competi-
tions. The lecture is part of the 

Annual Darwin Day sponsored 
by the Dubuque Area Human-
ists. Masks required. Free. 
5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. 563 583- 6031. 
facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

Tue 2/22

Magic Show with 
Mikayla Oz
6:30 PM @ VIRTUAL

In this highly interactive vir-
tual event with Iowa magician 
Mikayla Oz, you will experi-
ence magic that happens 
right through your screen! 
Become a part of the show as 
you have your mind read, and 
witness magic that has been 
featured on TV, live in your 
own home. Ages 16+. RSVP 
required. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.
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Julien Dubuque 
International Film 
Festival Gala
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 @ 6 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE (200 MAIN ST)
This year’s Julien Dubuque International 
Film Festival gala is going back to in-
person and back to the ‘80s. The annual 
fundraiser for the nonprofit film festival—
now in its 11th year—is set for 6 p.m. on sat-
urday, Feb. 26 at hotel Julien Dubuque.

The theme “back to the ‘80s” will 
be on full display, with attendees 
competing in a radical ‘80s costume 
contest and sipping on b52 or slip-
pery Nipple drinks, all while bidding 
on a variety of silent and live auction 
items and getting a sneak peek of the 
2022 festival’s Official selections. radio 

Dubuque personalities Lisa bennett and 
Johnny rhodes host the 2022 gala.

“We like our gala to stand out, and 
this will be no exception,” said susan 
Gorrell, the executive director of the 
film festival. “The 1980s was fun and 
funky, so expect a totally awesome 
party that will take you back in time.”

Kevin Pike joins as the special guest for 
the evening. Pike created the DeLorean 
Time Machine from the 1985 film Back 
to the Future. he has been in the movie 
industry for nearly 50 years and served 
as the special effects supervisor for films 
such as Jaws and Back to the Future. Pike 
won an emmy for Outstanding Individual 
achievement in special Visual effects for 
Earth 2. he also directs and is a licensed 
talent agent with his Filmtrix agency.

Tickets for the event are $100 per 
person or $900 per table of eight and 
are available at JulienFilmFest.com. n

Thu 2/24

HAVlife Tri-States 
Martini Shake Off
5:30–9 PM @ DIAMOND 

JO CASINO

Enjoy the hottest martinis 
prepared by the staffs 
of your favorite Tri-State 
restaurants and bars. Sample 
drinks, taste abundant hors 
d’oeuvres, bid on silent auc-
tion opportunities, and enjoy 
music by Joie Wails. $50. 301 
Bell St. tristates.havlife.org.

Sheet Pan Dinners
6–8 PM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

Discover the simplicity and 
versatility of making an entire 
meal on just one pan. Make 
(and eat) three healthy din-
ners—Tuscan Chicken, Roasted 
Garlic and Ginger Veggie, 
and Beef Fajitas—all with the 
help of Convivium co-founder 
Leslie Shalabi. RSVP. $35. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
facebook.com/ 
ConviviumUrbanFarmstead.

Nature Trivia Bee
7 PM @ SWISS VALLEY 

NATURE CENTER 

(PEOSTA, IA)

This friendly group competi-
tion will test your knowledge 
of the natural world. Questions 
will cover a variety of topics 
including reptiles and amphib-
ians, birds, mammals, weather, 
geology, and more. The ream 
of four with the most correct 
answers at the end of the 
night will be crowned Nature 
Trivia champions! Funds sup-
port the Friends of Dubuque 
County Conservation Board. 
Spectators of all ages are 
welcome for free, but dona-
tions are encouraged. Ages 
18+. RSVP by Feb. 17. $40 per 
team. 13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

saT 2/26

Food For Thought:  
A Winter Market 
Speaker Series
11 AM @ DUBUQUE WINTER 

FARMERS MARKET

Join Dubuque Winter Farm-
ers Market for engaging 
conversations with farmers, 
advocates, and food system 
disrupters who will help 
you make connections to 
the broader food system. 
Support for the Food For 
Thought Series is provided 
by Dubuque County Food 
Policy Council, Sustainable 
Dubuque, and Four Mounds 
Foundation. 555 JFK Rd. 
wintermarketdbq.com/ 
speakerseries.
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Rod & Custom  
Car Show
11 AM–10 PM @ MONTICELLO 

BERNDES CENTER 

(MONTICELLO, IA)

Feb. 26 at 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
and Feb. 27 at 8 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Two fun-filled days of family 
entertainment, street rods, 
custom cars, motorcycles, 
Muller Brothers trophy 
awards, Citizens State Bank 
cash awards, caricature 
artist, balloon artist, model 
car contest, and “Voice of 
the Iowa Hawkeyes,” Gary 
Dolphin on Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring a 
canned food item to ben-
efit Four Oaks and get $1 off 
admission. $10 Adults; ages 
12 & Under $5 or free with 
paid adult. 766 N Maple St, 
Monticello, IA. 319-465-5119. 
rodandcustomcarshow.com.

saT 3/5

Becoming an 
Outdoor Woman
9 AM @ EB LYONS 

NATURE CENTER

Join Dubuque County Con-
servation and Dubuqueland 
Pheasants Forever for a day 
of fun and education. Experts 
will be leading sessions 
on a variety of activities 
including; gearing up for the 
outdoors, chainsaw safety, 
tree ID, wilderness first aid, 
and more. Connect with like-
minded women and discover 
the opportunities that are 
available in the outdoors. 
RSVP. Donation recom-
mended for lunch, provided 
by Dubuqueland Pheasants 
Forever. 8991 Bellevue 
Heights Rd. 563-556-0620. 
minesofspain.org.

Celebration: Art 
Nouveau Innovations 
and Chronicle
10 AM–2 PM @ DUBUQUE 

MUSEUM OF ART

It will be the height of hygge 
when guests gather to 
celebrate the inspiration of 
nature, the new works in the 
DuMA galleries, local lumi-
naries, and the community 
of art lovers—all fueled by 
tasty Danish concoctions. 
Celebrate two exhibitions 
that merge cultural traditions 
and artistic innovation: Art 
Nouveau Innovation: Danish 
Porcelain from an American 
Collector, and Chronicale by 
Andonia Giannakouros. Enjoy 
a sampling of the warm cui-
sine of Denmark with smørre-
brød and kringle, an all-ages 
art activity at 10 a.m., Ellen 
Wagener’s Tangled Oaks at 
10:15 a.m., Andonia’s gallery 
talk at 10:30 a.m., a workshop 
with Andonia at 11 a.m., and 
Dr. Todd Reiser’s gallery 
talk at 1 p.m. 701 Locust St. 
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

suN 3/6

Steeple Square 
Wedding Show
NOON–2 PM @ 

STEEPLE SQUARE

Featuring an array of area 
wedding vendors, a fashion 
show, mimosa bar and three 
grand prizes. To qualify for 
the grand prize drawings, 
you must be pre-registered 
and present to win. Free. 
101 E 15th St. 563-235-3584. 
steeplesquare.com.

Mystery Dinner 
Theater: Irish Wake
5–7 PM @ STONE 

CLIFF WINERY

Imagine the ballad 
“Finnegan’s Wake” trans-
formed into the Irish version 
of “one of those Italian 
weddings,” only in place 
of the nuptials, there’s a 
funeral. Then you’ve pretty 
much got the gist of the 
show. Better prepare your 
eulogies now. Includes a 
four course meal, wine or 
beverage of your choice, and 

theater. Presented by the 
Brew Ha Ha Players. RSVP. 
$59.95. 600 Star Brewery 
Dr. 563-583-6100 x203. 
stonecliffwinery.com.

MON 3/7

Meet Iowa Mystery 
Writer Joseph 
LeValley
6:30 PM @ VIRTUAL

Meet Iowa writer Joseph 
LeValley and hear about 
his new book, Performing 
Murder, the most recent novel 
in his Tony Harrington series. 
He will also discuss how his 
experience as a journalist, 
photographer, musician, 
and educator has shaped 
his writing and answer 
audience questions. RSVP 
required. 563-589-4225. 
carnegiestout.org.

FrI 3/11

Meet the Fish
6–8:30 PM @ CLARKE MARY 

JOSITA DINING HALL

Get comfortable preparing 
fish in your home kitchen 
using fish from right here 
in Iowa! This event will 
feature both fished and 
farmed fish and will look at 
where you can find fresh 
fish in Iowa. Talk with local 
fishermen on how to best 
clean and prepare fish and 
cook several fish dishes 
alongside a professional chef. 
RSVP by March 8. $25. 1550 
Clarke Dr. 563-583-6496. 
go.iastate.edu/2PHJB1.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL eVeNT LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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MACKIN-MAILANDER LECTURE SERIES

Dr. Mary Gitau 
Lecture
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP: MAKING 
HUMAN CONNECTIONS THROUGH 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE PROJECTS 
AND PEACE BUILDING EFFORTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 @ 7 PM
CLARKE UNIVERSITY JANSEN MUSIC HALL
On Wednesday, March 9, clarke univer-
sity’s Mackin-Mailander Lecture series will 
explore the depths of human connec-
tion with associate Professor of social 
Work Dr. Mary Gitau. “Global citizenship: 
Making human connections Through 
International service Projects and Peace 
building efforts,” will begin at 7 p.m. in 
Jansen Music hall at clarke university.

Through her presentation, Gitau will 
share strategies to help the audience 
become “citizens of the world,” and 
includes a focus on service-learning.

“The possibility for real learning 
increases exponentially when one engages 
in service-learning,” Gitau said. “The 
desired result of global citizenship is to 
contribute to social justice, human rights, 
equity, diversity, and cultural engage-
ments. service-learning, especially at the 
global level, presents opportunities to 
work side-by-side with the local communi-
ties and to become a vehicle for enhancing 
human connections. It also led to increased 
cultural understanding and widened per-
spectives on societal and global issues.”

as a two-time recipient of the 
prestigious carnegie african Diaspora 
Fellowship, Gitau will reflect on lessons 
learned from her extensive career in 
international service. since 2018, she has 
worked closely with Dr. herman Kiriama 
to establish the center for conflict 
Transformation and Peace building 
Initiatives at Kisii university in Kenya. 
The center works to empower elected 
and grassroots leaders to take a compre-
hensive approach to common conflicts 
like border disputes and water access.

born and raised in Kenya, she earned 
a master’s degree in social Work and a 
Ph.D. in education both from the univer-
sity of Wyoming. Gitau also leads various 
study abroad trips for clarke students 
and alumni, including an upcoming trip to 
Kenya in January 2023. These experiences 
have influenced her teaching and research 
expertise at clarke, and include topics 
like diversity and cultural competencies, 
social work practice and policy, commu-
nity engagement, and global social issues.

The lecture is free. For more 
information, visit clarke.edu. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Magician 
Mike Super
FRIDAY, MARCH 11 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE 
CENTER JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER 
HALL (2255 BENNETT ST)
Live at heritage center Performing arts 
series sets the stage for Magician Mike 
super on Friday, March 11 at 7:30 p.m. at 
university of Dubuque heritage center.

Mike super and his gifted spirit 
“Desmond” have amazed howie Man-
del, Kim Kardashian, howard stern, 
ariana Grande, Tina Fey, heidi Klum, 
Nick cannon, Kenny chesney, and ellen 
DeGeneres to name a few. When he 
won Nbc’s Phenomenon and was voted 
“america’s Favorite Mystifier,” Mike 
super became the only magician in 
history to win a live magic competition 
on primetime us network television. he 
was also a top finalist on America’s Got 
Talent and appeared on TV shows in the 

us and abroad including Penn & Teller: 
Fool Us and The Ellen DeGeneres Show.

Mike super pioneered a new form 
of magic with his own inimitable, 
down-to-earth style and personality. 
he transcends the “trick” and con-
nects with his audience. Whether it is 
through television, stage, or one-on-one, 
Mike super’s personality and humor 
reaches out and enchants the public.

Tickets are $24–$39 for adults and 
$19–34 for military. child and lap seats 
are also available. all tickets increase 
by $5 on the day of the performance. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
heritage center Farber box Office; by 
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online 
at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

SUNDAY

Arcade Meetup 
LGBTQ+ Social
3RD SUN @ 4:45–6:45 PM

BACKPOCKET DUBUQUE

Gathering for LGBTQ+ 
community and allies. Fully 
accessible. All ages. 333 E 10th 

St. facebook.com/ 
DubuqueLGBTQ.

MONDAY

MFC After-School 
Teen Hang Out
MON, WED & FRI @ 3–5:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Enjoy a snack, meet other 
teens, play games, and use the 
computer lab. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

Social Connections 
for Singles Euchre
MON @ 6:15 PM

DENNY’S LUX CLUB

Come for friends and 
euchre. 3050 Asbury Rd. 
815-297-3308.

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
3RD MON @ 6:30–8 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (ASBURY, IA)

Cultivate a community who 
is good without God. Free. 
5290 Grand Meadow Dr, 
Asbury, IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
1ST TUE & SAT @ 10 AM

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Discover the ABCs of the 
world through hands-on 
activities. RSVP suggested. 
Ages 2–5 with parent/care-
giver. $10 for non-members; 
$8 for members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

MFC Teen Nights
TUE @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Enjoy dinner and activi-
ties while hanging out and 
interacting in a safe, fun envi-
ronment that promotes unity 
among diversity and empow-
ers youth to reach their poten-
tial. Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

Faith Writers Group
3RD TUE @ 6:30–8 PM

ONLINE

Shalom Spirituality Center’s 
monthly writer’s group 
allows time to share up to 
two pages of writing with an 
opportunity for feedback and 
critique from other members. 
Free. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WEDNESDAY

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED  

@ 5:30 PM

CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC 

LIBRARY AND VIRTUAL

Develop the skills to give 
an organized, dynamic, and 
interesting presentation while 
also building your confidence. 
Ages 18+. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Green Drinks
2ND WED @ 6 PM

SMOKESTACK

Grab a drink with environ-
mentally-minded friends and 
discuss local issues concern-
ing global environmental 
challenges in the Dubuque 
area with grassroots advocacy, 
collaborative actions and 
science-based resources 
which support transparency, 
accountability and citizen 
empowerment. Special topic of 
discussion changes monthly. 
Sponsored by Green Dubuque. 
62 E 7th St. GreenDubuque.org.

SheUnites
3RD WED @ 6–7:30 PM

7 HILLS EVENT CENTER

SheUnites is an inclusive 
women’s group in Dubuque, 
working to connect women 
across the region through 
education, philanthropy, 
mutual support, and more. All 
are worthy, all belong, all are 
welcome. Free. 1098 Jackson 
St. sheUnitesIowa.com.

Makers & Shakers 
Art Party
3RD WED THROUGH 

NOV 16 @ 6:30–8 PM

SHAKE RAG LIND PAVILION 

(MINERAL POINT, WI)

Gather for creative cama-
raderie. Each month, a 
new project is planned and 
announced. Participants and/
or local artists take turns 
leading projects, introducing 
new materials and shar-
ing techniques. Supplies 
included. Ages 12+. RSVP. 
$5. 411 Commerce St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org/art-party.

THURSDAY

Grandparent Tea
1ST THU @ 9:30–11 AM

SHALOM SPIRITUALITY 

CENTER DINING ROOM

Celebrate the gift of grand-
parenthood over a cup of tea! 
Meet to share prayer, stories, 
ideas, and unique family 
dynamics while musing over 
the joys of grandparenting. 
RSVP. Freewill donation. 1001 
Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

FRIDAY

Social Connections for 
Singles Meet & Greet
FRI @ 5–7 PM

SHOT TOWER INN

Come for friends and food. 390 
Locust St. 563-845-0070.

SATURDAY

Platteville Winter 
Farmer’s Market
1ST & 3RD SAT THROUGH 

APR 30 @ 8 AM-NOON

ROUNTREE GALLERY 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Find homegrown and 
handmade products from 
fresh produce and prepared 
food to art and crochet 
blankets. 120 W Main St, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers Market
SAT THROUGH APR 30  

@ 9 AM–NOON

KENNEDY MALL WEST 

CONCOURSE

Regional vendors offer sea-
sonal produce, eggs, meats, 
cheeses, honey, maple syrup, 
starter plants, herbs, baked 
goods, and more. 555 JFK 
Rd. WinterMarketDbq.com.

Lollipops & Music for 
Our Preschoolers
2ND SAT THROUGH APRIL  

@ 10–10:30 AM

CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Performers presents a mini-
concert introducing children to 
a variety of musical styles and 
instruments. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Masks required for ages 2+. 
All ages. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nIsOM.com.

Driftless Poets 
Monthly Workshop
2ND SAT @ 2–4 PM

ONLINE

Local and aspiring poets are 
invited to provide support 
and encouragement for poets 
seeking honest feedback on 

their work. Submit work one 
week in advance to receive 
feedback and critique. 
RSVP. 608-987-3292. 
driftlesspoets.com.

Free Salsa/Bachata 
Dance Lesson
3RD SAT @ 8:30 PM

SMOKESTACK

Adam’s Dance Connection 
hosts a free salsa/bachata 
dance lesson before Latin 
rave night with DJ Papi. 
No partner needed. No 
experience necessary. 62 
East 7th St. 563-845-9729. 
akiefferdance@yahoo.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
DO yOu haVe a TrI-sTaTe eVeNT ThaT yOu’D LIKe TO 

share WITh Our reaDers? LeT us KNOW WhaT’s 

GOING ON by seNDING us yOur INFOrMaTION!

eMaIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINe subMIssION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT



12  365INK MAGAZINE February 17–March 2, 2022 Issue #402 DUBUQUE365.COM

MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
UNCHARTED (PG-13)
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

This looks fun! Zombieland
director Ruben Fleischer has 
Tom Holland as treasure-hunt-
ing adventurer Nathan Drake 
and Mark Wahlberg as his 
wisecracking partner Sully in the video game 
movie adaptation. This is an origin story for the 
pair, and, along with Red Notice and The Lost City, 
seems like part of a larger trend to revive the 
Indiana Jones-style action-adventure-caper movie.

DOG (PG-13)
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

A buddy comedy that follows 
the misadventures of two 
former Army Rangers paired 
against their will on the road 
trip of a lifetime. Army Ranger 
Briggs (Channing Tatum) and Lulu (a Belgian 
Malinois dog) buckle into a 1984 Ford Bronco and 
race down the Pacifi c Coast in hopes of making it 
to a fellow soldier’s funeral on time. Along the 
way, they’ll drive each other completely crazy, 
break a small handful of laws, narrowly evade 
death, and learn to let down their guards in order 
to have a fi ghting chance of fi nding happiness.

AMBULANCE (R)
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Over one day across the streets 
of L.A., three lives will change 
forever. From director-producer 
Michael Bay, decorated veteran 
Will Sharp, desperate for 
money to cover his wife’s medical bills, asks for 
help from the one person he knows he shouldn’t—
his adoptive brother Danny, a charismatic career 
criminal. Danny instead off ers him a score: the 
biggest bank heist in Los Angeles history. With his 
wife’s survival on the line, Will can’t say no.

CURSED (R)
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

In the late 1800s, a once-
peaceful remote country 
village is under attack—but by 
who or what, no one knows. 
Villagers spread rumors of 
a cursed land, supernatural forces, and even 
demonic creatures, as the disappearances and 
killings continue. Pathologist John McBride 
arrives to investigate the danger, only to 
discover something much deeper and more 
sinister than he ever could have imagined.

Movie Buzz
Warner Bros. is 
developing a Wonder 
Twins movie for the 
DC Extended Universe 
with Black Adam’s 
writer, Adam Sztykiel. Despite a rocky start, 
2022 is going to be the biggest year yet for the 
DC movie universe, as The Batman, Black Adam, 
The Flash, and Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom
are confi rmed for theatrical releases. Meanwhile, 
Batgirl is expected to debut on HBO Max before 
the end of the year as well. The Wonder Twins 
originated from an animated show, The All-New 
Super Friends Hour, before joining the DC Comics 
universe in 1977’s Super Friends #7. The 
super-powered alien twins, best known for their 
catchphrase, “Wonder Twin power, activate,” 
present the franchise with another opportunity 
to introduce young new heroes.

It appears that 
Captain Carter 
(Hayley Atwell) will 
have a presence in 
Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness joining a slew of 
memorable Marvel faces showing up from all 
corners of the comic universe. Captain Carter 
fi rst showed up in the animated What If...? series 
on Disney+. Also rumored to show up in the 
Doctor Strange sequal are Deadpool, Patrick 
Stewart’s Professor X, Mr. Fantastic, Tobey 
Maguire’s Spider-Man, and recent evidence 
teases that maybe Iron Man himself may come 
back to life from an alternate universe.

Spider-Man: No Way 
Home and Dune
star, Zendaya, is set 
to star in director 
Luca Guadagnino’s 
upcoming tennis-themed romantic drama 
fi lm, Challengers. The story of Challengers
revolves around a tennis player turned coach, 
Tashi, who has taken her husband, Art, and 
transformed him from a middling player to a 
grand slam champion. Following his recent 
losing streak, Tashi makes him play a low level 
“Challenger” event, facing off  against his former 
best friend and Tashi’s former boyfriend.
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FEatURE stORy

Nathaniel Morgan 
Memorial Auction 
and Fundraiser
Saturday, February 19 @ 1–3 PM 
University of Dubuque  
Judge James L. Martin 
Multicultural Student Center 
(2000 University Ave)

The Nathaniel Morgan Memorial com-
mittee (NMMc) hosts an auction of art 
and more on saturday, Feb. 19 from 1 
to 3 p.m. in the Judge James L. Mar-
tin Multicultural student center at the 
university of Dubuque. The committee 
is raising money for a memorial dedi-
cated to Nathaniel Morgan, the victim 
of an 1840 lynching in Dubuque.

auctioned items include beautiful, 
dynamic, and challenging artwork and 
books that educate toward equity and 
justice. a highlight will be the auction-
ing of a 30" x 30", brilliantly hued, 
mixed-media work titled Hidden Emo-
tions: Anxiety by uD alum Norlis spencer. 
Donated by the recent graduate, this 
powerful work graces the NMMc’s website 
and Facebook page and currently is on 
view at the university of Dubuque.

Donated by the Des Moines art center, 
one-of-a-kind works on paper by notable 
Midwest artists include a watercolor by Karl 
Mattern (1892–1969), who studied at the 
chicago art Institute under George bel-
lows; Vivian Torrence (born 1945), whose 
work is in the collections of the hirshhorn 
Museum and sculpture Garden in Washing-
ton, D.c.; and Paul r. smith (1912–2003), 
whose work is in the collection of the 
Minneapolis Institute of art. The museum 
also donated three antiphonal prints.

Other works to be featured in the auc-
tion include original work by assistant 
Professor of Digital art and Design Jean 
holdener; work by Lenore/Phillip Metrick-
chen; african sculptures; cups and plates 
by st. John’s university potter richard 
bresnahan; books donated by community 
leaders; and an annual family member-
ship to the National Mississippi river 
Museum and aquarium, which gener-
ously serves as the NMMc’s fiscal agent.

The NMMc aims to raise at least 
$5,000 in order to bring artist Jordan 
Weber to Dubuque, where he will meet 
with local residents, see the memorial 
site, and then draft artist renderings.

Weber brings exceptional creative 
vision, experience with connecting and 
engaging diverse groups of people, and 

a passion for social justice. he recently 
served as an artist-in-residence at the 
Walker art center and currently is a Loeb/
artLab fellow at harvard university. he 
will discuss his work and vision for the 
memorial during the auction via Zoom.

Dubuque was Iowa’s earliest non-Indig-
enous community, and its first residents 
included Nathaniel and charlotte Morgan, 
an african american couple. The Morgans 
secured good work, purchased a home, 
and attended the first church in Iowa to 
erect a church structure, a building funded 
by donations from both black and White 
residents. On sept. 6, 1840, a group of 
White men accused Nathaniel of theft 
and proceeded to whip and kill him in 
public. The leaders of this lynching were 
acquitted of all charges. News of Morgan’s 
unaddressed murder spread rapidly and 
helped thwart Dubuque’s early promise of 
being a peaceful interracial community.

all proceeds will fund essential steps 
in creating the Nathaniel Morgan Memo-
rial “in a prominent, historically relevant 
site that promotes reflection and sus-
tained educational activity,” according 
to the committee’s mission statement.

Drinks and light snacks will be 
served. For more information about 
the auction, contact brian hall-
stoos at bhallstoos@dbq.edu or 
563-589-3855. To learn more about 
the Nathaniel Morgan’s history, visit 
rivermuseum.com/nathaniel-morgan. n

HIDDEN EMOTIONS: ANXIETY by NOrLIs sPeNcer
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Steel Magnolias
FEBRUARY 25–26 AND MARCH 4–5 @ 7:30 PM
FEBRUARY 27 AND MARCH 6 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
The Grand Opera house presents the 
beloved comedy-drama Steel Magnolias 
on Feb. 25–26 and March 4–5 at 7:30 p.m. 
and Feb. 27 and March 6 at 2 p.m.

you have an appointment at Truvy’s 
beauty salon where anyone who’s anyone 
in chinquapin goes to get their hair done. 
On saturday mornings, you can find the 
ladies of the neighborhood swapping 
wisecracks, wisdom, and gossip over the 
sound of the hairdryer. Through clouds 
of hairspray, six spitfire women build 
and nurture the bonds of friendship 
and the strength of their sisterhood.

based on playwright robert har-
ling’s experience with his sister’s death, 
Steel Magnolias centers around a group 
of close-knit southern women. The 
play covers three years in the lives 
of the ladies of chinquapin as they 
share the ups and downs of life.

The play focuses on the mother-
daughter relationship between M’Lynn 
and shelby as they navigate the highs 
and lows of shelby’s marriage and 
pregnancy complicated by her Type-1 
Diabetes. The audience is also offered a 
glimpse into the decade’s long friendship 

between an outgoing and sharp tongued 
clairee and the wise cracking curmud-
geon Ouiser; annelle’s transformation 
from shy newcomer to good-time girl 
to repentant revival-tent christian; and 
the details of Truvy’s relationships with 
the men in her family. ultimately, it is 
the friendship shared by these women 
that buoy their spirits in the toughest 
of times and give them limitless joy and 
laughter during the best. Proving that 
these southern women are strong as 
steel and delicate as magnolia flowers.

Tickets are $23 for adults and 
$15 for ages 18 and younger. Tick-
ets can be purchased in person at 
the box office, by calling the Grand 
Opera house at 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Classics 1
RESONATE WITH ROMANCE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 @ 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 @ 2 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
The Dubuque symphony Orchestra is 
back with their first classics program, 
Resonate With Romance, at the Five 
Flags Theater on saturday, Feb. 26 at 
7:30 p.m. and sunday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.

The program begins with driv-
ing, exciting music by young ameri-
can composer and violinist Jessie 

Montgomery followed by Fanny Men-
delssohn’s masterful overture. This sets 
the stage for many works by women 
composers throughout the season.

Two soloists are featured: pianist 
Lorraine Min and violinist Terence Tam. 
This acclaimed husband and wife duo 
will perform beloved romantic con-
certos by bruch and saint-saëns.

Masks are required. Tickets start at $18 
and can be purchased at Ticketmaster.com 
and Five Flags center box office. For 
more information, call the Dubuque 
symphony Orchestra at 563-557-1677 
or visit DubuqueSymphony.org. n

JULIEN DUBUQUE INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL WINTER FILM SERIES

One Pint  
at a Time
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 @ 7 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE GRANDE 
BALLROOM (200 MAIN ST)
The Julien Dubuque International Film Fes-
tival’s annual Winter Film series continues 
on Thursday, Feb. 17 with a screening of 
the film One Pint at a Time. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and the film begins at 7 p.m. in 
hotel Julien Dubuque’s Grande ballroom.

eager to shift the historical percep-
tion of who makes and drinks beer, black 
brewers, brand owners, and influenc-
ers across the country are reshaping 
the craft beer industry and the future 
of america’s favorite adult beverage. 
a Q&a with alisa bowens-Mercado, 

a highlighted brewery owner from 
the film, follows the screening.

The Winter Film series is free, and 
no ticket is required. For more informa-
tion, visit JulienFilmFest.com. n

Off the Grid
FEBRUARY 17–19 AND 24–26 @ 7:30 PM
FEBRUARY 20 AND 27 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
bell Tower Theater hosts the united 
states premiere of Off the Grid, a com-
edy by John spurway, on Feb. 11–27.

Martha (Marty) is an architect anx-
ious to learn more about self-sufficient 
houses so she can write a magazine 
article about living “off the grid.” her 
husband, Leonard, reluctantly agrees 
to spend their anniversary at one such 
house—without TV, the internet, or a 
flush toilet. enter Lowell, their reclusive 
next door neighbor. but, it seems like 
Lowell might be hiding something…

Tickets are $23. Thursdays 
are Girls Night Out; all audience 

members get a free glass of wine. 
For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, call 563-588-3377 or 
visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

In the Continuum
FEBRUARY 17–19 @ 6 PM
FEBRUARY 20 @ 1 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE 
HERITAGE CENTER BABKA 
THEATRE (2255 BENNETT ST)
The university of Dubuque Department 
of Fine and Performing arts presents In 
the Continuum on Feb. 17–19 at 6 p.m. 
and Feb. 20 at 1 p.m. at the univer-
sity of Dubuque heritage center.

In the Continuum, an ObIe award-
winning and Pulitzer Prize-nominated 
drama in monologue, puts a human face 
on the devastating impact of aIDs in 
africa and america through the lives of 

two unforgettably courageous women. 
Living worlds apart, one in south central 
Los angeles and the other in harare, 
Zimbabwe, each woman experiences a 
kaleidoscopic weekend of life-changing 
revelations in this surprisingly comic story 
of parallel denials and self-discoveries.

Danai Gurira (Michoone in The Walk-
ing Dead) and Nikkole salter wrote In 
the Continuum. The cast consists of 
uD students aaliyah cooper, a sopho-
more, and Diamond Purchase, a senior, 
in their debut theatre performance.

In the Continuum is part of uD’s 
captain robert L. Martin black heri-
tage Tribute program initiative.

The play is free to attend. 
For more information, visit 
www.dbq.edu/NewsEvents. n

aRts
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ARTS

Art En Route 
Submission 
Deadline
THURSDAY, MARCH 3 @ 11:59 PM
The city of Dubuque’s Office of arts & 
cultural affairs is issuing a second call 
for climate-focused design concepts for 
the art en route bus shelter sidewalk 
mural project. applications are due by 
11:59 p.m. Thursday, Mar. 3, 2022. art 
en route is being produced in part-
nership with Green Dubuque, funded 
by a national grant from bloomberg 
Philanthropies’ asphalt art Initiative.

art en route is a project at the intersec-
tion of public art, public transit, and climate 
action designed to enhance 14 bus shelter 
locations throughout Dubuque with painted 
murals on the concrete surface under and 
around the shelters. The network of side-
walk murals aims to draw attention to the 
city’s public transit system as a community 

asset while encouraging residents to 
actively engage in Dubuque’s commu-
nity climate action & resiliency Plan.

all artists, professionals and aspiring, 
who are 18 years and older are encour-
aged to apply. There is no application fee.

selected applicants will be respon-
sible for painting their sidewalk mural 
design between May 1 and 31. artists 
will receive a $750 stipend following the 
completion of their selected sidewalk 
mural(s). Materials will be provided.

For specific information about 
the art en route project, visit 
cityofdubuque.org/artenroute or 
contact city of Dubuque arts & cultural 
affairs coordinator Jenni Petersen-
brant at jbrant@cityofdubuque.org 
or 563-690-6059. n

ARRT 
Membership 
Drive Deadline
TUESDAY, MARCH 1
all river road Talent (arrT) invites 
artists to participate in the 2022 Drift-
less region scenic art Loop Map. arrT 
a not-for-profit, produces the Driftless 
region’s only year-round, art-exclusive 
art and artisan map. applications for 
this unique guide will close March 1 in 

preparation for a spring 2022 print-
ing and distribution of 25,000 maps.

The 5th edition of the map takes visitors 
through 120 square miles of the Tri-states’ 
most scenic counties in Illinois, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin. More than highlighted 100 
locations showcase painting, sketching, 
pottery, jewelry design, wood carving, 
sculpture, watercolor, photography, cloth-
ing design, music, theatre, and more.

For more information, visit 
ScenicArtLoop.com or con-
tact henry Matthiessen III, at 
StonedArtStudio@gmail.com. n

Easel Wars
MARCH 10 AND 24 AND 
APRIL 14 @ 7:30 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
This March and april local artists will 
be armed with paintbrushes and com-
peting stroke for stroke for creative 
supremacy at the Grand Opera house 
in easel Wars, a live painting fundrais-
ing competition. Performances for the 
third season of easel Wars are on March 
10, March 24, and april 14 at 7:30 p.m.

This is not another stodgy fundraising 
dinner, golf outing, or silent auction. This 
is a knock-down drag-out competition, 
testing the artist’s ability to maintain 
focus and complete a painting in 90 
minutes, all while the hosts and live and 
virtual audiences comment, question, 
challenge, and heckle them. From hula 
hoop contests to dance breaks to paint-
ing while handcuffed—the audience may 
ask our artists to perform any number 
of tasks to earn their donations. and the 
artist that earns the most in donations 
in each round moves onto the finale.

after each performance the paintings 
will be raffled off to raise money for the 
Grand Opera house. For every $10 you 
donate into the artist’s donation cam-
paign you are entered into a chance to 
win the painting they created. Donations 
into the artist’s campaigns can be made 
by going to TheGrandOperaHouse.com 
and clicking on the donation 
link at the top of the page.

Join the live audience for just $10. 
Tickets can be purchased in person 
at the box office, by calling the Grand 
Opera house at 563-588-1305, or 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

Broad Ideas
OPENING RECEPTION: FRIDAY, MARCH 4 @ 5–7 PM
BROAD INTENTIONS (VIRTUAL): SUNDAY, MARCH 13 @ 3:30–4:30
SONGWRITERS SHOWCASE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 @ 7–9 PM
SPOKEN WORD CLOSING RECEPTION: SUNDAY, MARCH 26 @ 4–5:50 PM
GALENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS (971 GEAR ST, GALENA, IL)
Broad Ideas is back in person at the 
Galena center for the arts. The feminist 
art show opens on Friday, March 4 and 
hosts events through the month of March 
before closing on sunday, March 26.

celebrate the opening of the fifth 
show on Friday, March 4. bring a friend, 
see the artwork, and share in the joy.

Log on to the virtual broad Inten-
tions event on March 13 for a safe way 
to participate in Broad Ideas from the 
comforts of your home. create your own 
intentions through a journaling activity.

The songwriters showcase on 
March 16 features a concert with 
numerous women songwriters.

Finally, the closing reception on 
March 26 hosts a spoken word event.

started in 2018, Broad Ideas contin-
ues to be a space for women’s stories 
told through visual art, the written 
word, music, and performance. This 
show is for anyone who supports 
women, inclusion, equity, and the arts.

For more information, visit 
BroadIdeas.org. n

First Fridays
FRIDAY, MARCH 4
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO 
& GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
6–8 PM @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series, hosted by gal-
leries, museums, and venues, celebrating 
Dubuque’s great visual arts scene. Visit 
all of the locations and celebrate our 
creative community. all stops are free.

stoned art studio and Gallery features 
the art and Driftless region photogra-
phy of henry Matthiessen III. stop by, 
talk art, talk photography, talk Driftless 
region. refreshments will be on hand.

Planted. features Dubuque native 
alec bauer, a tattoo artist by trade and a 
lifelong artist. as we cross the precipice 
from winter to spring, life, death, and 
regeneration seem to coexist as one. 

This thoughtful body of work, utiliz-
ing watercolor and mixed media, could 
not be a more perfect depiction. This 
collection is a compelling study of the 
female form and a beautiful intertwin-
ing of seasonality, life, and death. n

aLec bauer
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RUSSIAN BALLET THEATRE PRESENTS

Swan Lake
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
The russian ballet Theatre presents 
a breathtaking new production of 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake
at the historic Five Flags Theater on 
Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m.

choreographer Nadezhda Kalinina 
(Mariinsky Theatre, Omsk state Music 
Theatre, Teatro Lirico) lovingly retouches 
the oldest st. Petersburg version of the 
ballet. With a new prologue, she off ers 
an explanation for the wrath of evil 
sorcerer rothbart, undoubtedly leav-
ing the audience fl ushed with emotion.

equally fascinating is the work of 
young, accomplished designer sergei 
Novikov (Mariinsky Theatre, Omsk state 
Music Theatre, st. Petersburg state 
Music hall Theatre) who has perfected 

not only exquisite new sets but also 150 
gorgeous costumes that bring fresh 
representation to this timeless ballet.

Irina strukova’s grand artistry perfects 
this already magnifi cent production. 
The award-winning strukova, known 
for her fi lm makeup creations (Netfl ix, 
hbO, Crazy Rich Asians), has created hair 
designs and special eff ects makeup that 
together with the dazzling costumes, 
further enlighten this whimsical fantasy.

Tickets are $35–$135. n

REO Speedwagon
WITH SPECIAL GUEST LEVON
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Legendary Midwest rockers reO 
speedwagon make their fi fth appear-
ance at the Five Flags center on 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m.

Formed in 1967, signed in 1971, and 
fronted by iconic vocalist Kevin cro-
nin since 1972, reO speedwagon is a 
band where the main constant over the 
decades is a never-ending desire to give 
their all to their fans, year in and year out. 
Formed loosely in the late ‘60s at college 
in champaign, IL, reO (named after the 
precursor to the light truck) rode to gigs 
in station wagons, hopping from small 
gigs to even tinier gigs, just to get their 
name out. It worked, as fans quickly real-
ized there was much more going on here 
than your average college party band.

by the early ‘70s, the band’s unrelent-
ing drive, as well as non-stop touring and 
recording, jump-started the burgeoning 
rock movement in the Midwest. It carved 
a path that was eventually followed by 
styx, Kansas, cheap Trick, and more.

Platinum albums and freeform FM 
radio staples such as “ridin’ The storm 
Out” followed, setting the stage for 1980s 
explosive Hi Infi delity (which received 
the recording Industry association 
of america’s 10X Diamond award for 
surpassing sales of 10 million units in the 
us). reO rode the top of the charts with 
a rIaa-certifi ed 22 million albums sold 
in the u.s. and 40 million around the 
globe, with a string of gold and platinum 
records and international hit singles.

The band’s younger fans might not 
realize the sheer impact reO has had on 
music and the culture of rock ‘n’ roll. Hi 
Infi delity’s millions in sales were fueled 
by massive hit singles such as “Keep 
On Loving you” and “Take It On the 
run.” all these years later, the nearly 
10-times platinum album still remains 
a high-water mark for rock bands.

at the center of reO’s desire to keep 
it rocking for the fans is Kevin cronin, 
who looks like he’s found the fountain of 
youth—along with the secret to pen-
ning some of the biggest hits in rock. 
With bandmates bruce hall on bass, 
keyboardist Neal Doughty, Dave amato 
on lead guitar, and drummer bryan 
hitt, reO has remained busy since the 
band celebrated its 40th anniversary 
in 2007. after an 11-year break from 
recording, reO speedwagon released 
Find Your Own Way Home in 2007, 
marking the band’s 15th studio eff ort.

The members of reO speedwagon 
have also been voted the top musicians in 
Illinois history by participants in the “Illi-
nois Top 200” project, a part of the state’s 
bicentennial celebration. The band played 
the bicentennial party in December 2018.

Tickets are $37.50–$125. n

Five Flags Center
The Five Flags Center is located at 405 Main St. in Downtown Dubuque. 
Face coverings are required in accordance with a recently-issued 
mayoral proclamation. Fees may apply to ticket purchases. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster.com or at the Five Flags Center Box O�  ce. 
For more information, call 563-589-4254 or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Aaron Lewis: 
Frayed at 
Both Ends 
Acoustic Tour
WITH SPECIAL GUEST JOE HAYDEL
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
staind frontmant, aaron Lewis, brings his 
acoustic country show to the Five Flags 
arena on sunday, Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. Join-
ing in him is special guest Joe haydel.

aaron Lewis grew up in spring-
fi eld, VT, listening to his grandparents’ 
country 8-tracks. Those roots inspired 
the multi-platinum staind founder 
to return to his origins for the No. 1 
billboard country album debut Town 
Line and Sinner as well as the billboard’s 
hot country song chart-topper “am 
I The Only One,” which was only the 
ninth song to debut at No. 1 on that 
chart since its inception in 1958.

having recorded with George Jones, 
Willie Nelson, charlie Daniels, alison 
Krauss, and Vince Gill, Lewis has put a tra-
ditionalist brand on his outlier country. his 
2022 release, Frayed At Both Ends, off ers 
the hard-touring, multi-million selling, 
workingman’s country star at his most 
personal and unplugged—making for an 
intimate record that will be refl ected in his 
Frayed at both ends acoustic Tour show.

Tickets are $39–$79. n

Battle for the 
Bluff  Rodeo
FEBRUARY 18 AND 19 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
The battle for the bluff  returns to Five 
Flags arena on Feb. 18 and 19, show-
casing three premiere rodeo events: 
bull riding, bareback bronc riding, and 
saddle bronc riding. rodeo events 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. both days.

Kids Day on saturday off ers young-
sters a chance to meet the cowboys 
and rodeo clowns. Kids can also learn 
how to throw a lasso and participate 

in stick horse races on the same dirt 
where the rodeo professionals com-
pete. Kids activities begin at 5 p.m.

Tickets are $30 for reserved seats, 
$21 for Ga, and $10 for kids 14 and 
younger. all tickets increase by $5 for 
purchases on the day of the event. n

FEatURE stORy
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FEATURE STORY

Deana Carter
THURSDAY, MARCH 3 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
country music songstress Deana 
carter presents an intimate con-
cert inside the Five Flags Theater 
on Thursday, March 3 at 7 p.m.

Drenched in sun-kissed natural beauty 
both inside and out, Nashville native 
Deana carter didn’t take a seemingly easy 
route to stardom, but instead chose to 
defy the conventional expectations of the 
typical Nashville artist blueprint and make 
her own mark. and she did, undeniably 
taking the industry and fans by storm 
with her wildly successful multi-platinum 
international debut Did I Shave My Legs 
for This? more than two decades ago. 
anchored by the dreamy super hit ”straw-
berry Wine,” carter showcased her own 
blend of country and retro-rock sprinkled 
with the folksy singer/songwriter qualities 
that have garnered Deana carter well-
deserved respect and wild acclaim.

carter co-produced Did I Shave My 
Legs For This? and wrote a half-dozen of 
the album’s songs. The record garnered 
strong reviews in late summer 1996. 
by the end of the year, it had climbed 
to the top of both the country and pop 
charts, quickly achieving multi-platinum 
status, with three number one singles 
in a row. a “first” for the genre, Deana’s 
celebrated debut album held this 
distinction and many ground breaking 
achievements for more than five years 
and has become one of country music’s 
most treasured classics of the ‘90s.

carter’s superstar success continues to 
be evident as the chart topper “you and 
Tequila,” co-written with Matraca berg 
and recorded by Kenny chesney. The 
track received song of the year nomina-
tions from the country Music associa-
tion, academy of country Music, and the 
Grammy awards. “you and Tequila” 
also received coveted songs I Wished 
I’d Written recognition by the Nashville 
songwriters association International, 
something Deana treasures, coming 
from her hometown music community.

carter recently added the title of label 
ceO to her many credits, serving as the 
chief of her own Little Nugget records, 
where she released her most recent 
album, Southern Way of Life. she recently 
held a Governor’s seat on the Grammy 
board for the recording academy and 
served on the Producer’s & engineer’s 
Wing, The Membership committee, and 
held an active voice for artists & cre-
ators with advocacy in Washington, D.c. 
throughout the last year for pandemic 
relief. she writes and produces for both 
the pop/rock and country markets when 
not on the road touring or making movies.

Tickets are $29–$39. n

Whiskey Myers
WITH SPECIAL GUEST DRAKE WHITE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Whiskey Myers, a band described as 
“the perfect sweet spot” between rock 
and country, brings their crowd-pleasing 
live show to the Five Flags arena on 
Wednesday, March 9 at 8 p.m. The 
concert will mark the band’s first ever 
visit to Five Flags center, and their first 
show in Dubuque in nearly four years.

Genre-bending band Whiskey Myers 
have played more than 2,500 live shows 
since their emergence in 2007 and 
sold out 95 percent of their headlin-
ing shows during the most recent year 
of touring to ever-increasing crowds. 
Their self-produced fifth studio album, 
Whiskey Myers, debuted atop the country 
and americana/Folk sales charts, at 
No. 2 on the rock chart, and No. 6 on 

the all-genre billboard 200 chart. The 
self-titled project follows their previ-
ous album, Mud, which reached No. 1 
on the iTunes country chart with single 
“stone” hitting Top 10 all genre.

In total, Whiskey Myers have sold 
nearly a million albums and amassed 
more than a billion streams. USA Today 
describes the band led by frontman cody 
cannon as “a riff-heavy blend of southern 
rock and gritty country that has earned 
comparisons to the allman brothers 
band and Led Zeppelin,” with Rolling 
Stone noting “it’s the seminal combina-
tion of twang and crunchy rock & roll 
guitars that hits a perfect sweet spot.”

The band known for their high-energy 
live show and unique sound has also 
earned sync success with features (and 
an appearance) in Kevin costner hit 
show Yellowstone as well as the renée 
Zellweger-led Netflix series What/If.

Tickets are $38–$72. n

Firehouse
WITH ELECTRIC SHOCK 
AND JOHNNY TRASH
SATURDAY, MARCH 12 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Platinum-selling rock band Firehouse 
follow up their successful 2021 concert 
at the Five Flags arena when they return 
on saturday, March 12 at 8 p.m. Local 
favorites electric shock and Johnny 
Trash will also appear at the show.

Firehouse torched the pop and rock 
charts in the early 1990s with their 
debut self-titled album, which had 
certified sales of more than 1 million 

units in the united states alone. The 
disc included a trio of hit singles, led by 
the power ballad “Love of a Lifetime,” 
which became the band’s first Top 10 hit. 
Firehouse recorded another hit album 
with their follow-up, Hold Your Fire. That 
album was led by their second Top 10 
single, “When I Look Into your eyes.”

electric shock is a Quad cities-based 
ac/Dc tribute band that has brought the 
“thunder from Down under” to audiences 
all across the Midwest. Johnny Trash 
is a popular hard rock cover band that 
makes regular appearances at festivals 
and venues around the Dubuque area.

Tickets are $38–$48. n

VERLO WINTER COMEDY SERIES

Ben Ulin and 
Jen Kuhle
SATURDAY, MARCH 5 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
The Verlo Mattress Winter comedy 
series returns to the historic Five Flags 
Theater. The series began in 2020 
and featured a half-dozen regionally 
and nationally known comedians. The 
2021–2022 edition of the series contin-
ues on saturday, March 5 at 8 p.m. with 
performances by ben ulin and Jen Kuhle.

ben ulin is the host of the longest 
running show at the adventureland 
theme park in suburban Des Moines, 
Ia. he has been named the “funniest 
person in Iowa” by Showtime. beyond 
the borders of the hawkeye state, ulin 
wows audiences all over the world with 
his amazing mix of magic and comedy.

Dubuque native Jen Kuhle got her 
start performing at an improv theater in 

Des Moines, Ia about a decade ago and 
has seen her career grow from there. 
her improv career took her to stages all 
across the Midwest plus the east coast 
and even to scotland. as a standup, she 
shares hilarious stories about her daily 
interactions with naughty children!

Tickets are $19.25 for reserved seats 
and $35.25 for box seats. box seats 
include two complimentary drink vouch-
ers per ticket. all tickets increase by 
$5 on the day of the performance. n

beN uLIN aND JeN KuhLe
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Peosta 
Rising
By Bryce Parks

For a very long time, Peosta, Ia, was a 
town you drove past on highway 20 head-
ing west on the road to… somewhere else. 
Perhaps Northeast Iowa community col-
lege gave you a reason to visit, or a week-
end stop at Trackside for food and music, 
but other than that, all was fairly quiet on 
the western front for the mainly residential 
hamlet. Well, times are changing. There are 
now reasons to take the exit at mile marker 
308. some Dubuquers are even choosing 
to put down stakes, making Peosta one 
of the fastest-growing cities in Iowa, right 
smack in “The Middle of everywhere.”

but you don’t have to buy a house out 
there for an excuse to visit. With dining 
and cultural opportunities settling into 
the community, all you need is a desire to 
have a good time and try something new… 
and you know, a ride. In case it’s been a 
while for you or if you’ve never had the 
need to ever take the exit and discover 
the town, we thought it might be nice to 
catch you up on this city that’s on the rise.

you know a community is growing 
fast when basically everything we talk 
about in this story doesn’t show up on 
Google Maps yet. Located only 10 miles 
west of Dubuque, the buffer between 
“here” and “there” is closing, with 
Dubuque spreading west and Peosta 
growing east. soon enough, only a line 
on a map will be able to note where one 
ends and the other begins. Peosta has 
grown 40 percent larger since 2010 and 
has been tripling in size since 2000. That 

rate gets faster each year, adding more 
than 25 new single-family homes annu-
ally on average. The population is now 
at a critical mass where commercial 
development becomes more feasible 
from a business owner’s standpoint.

There are more than 2,000 jobs in the 
Peosta Industrial Park (80 percent of all 
jobs in Peosta) at businesses like Mi-T-M, 
colony brands, Peosta Warehousing, 
Michelin, berry Plastics, bodine electric, 
and rousselot. but interestingly, the 
population of the city limits of Peosta, 
which is also about 2,000, doesn’t really 
work there. Those workers come primarily 
from Dubuque and surrounding commu-
nities, while those who do live in Peosta 
mainly commute to Dubuque for work. 
Filled with newer homes, the average 
houses’ values are significantly higher 
than Dubuque ($231,600 in Peosta vs. 
$143,500 in Dubuque), making it more of a 
white-collar bedroom community looking 
to become a family-oriented hometown, 
with all of the amenities a household 
needs to make a living, without having 
to “go into town” for the basics. and it’s 
well on its way to achieving that goal.

additions like Fareway, casey’s General 
store, and unityPoint Family Medicine 
directly point to those kinds of “let’s make 
this a stand-alone community” kind of 
investments, joining fantastic existing enti-
ties like the Peosta community center and 
its wonderful slate of wellness amenities. 
That growth continues in 2021 and 2022 
with additions to those core daily-living 
needs providers like steve’s ace home & 
Garden, soon to open this spring. but also 
on the way are a number of lifestyle- and 
entertainment-based businesses that point 
to a community looking to make its own 
fun and establish its own personality.

round Two opened in 2021, offering 
access to the popular pastime of bowling, 

as well as family-oriented entertainment 
options, food, and a bar atmosphere for 
adults. Darkbird Taphouse brings the 
wildly popular modern vibe of a craft 
brew-style bar and nightlife hub to town, 
and just across the street, Jumble coffee is 
opening its third location (the first outside 
of Dubuque) to capture this new market. 
One week before this story hits the street, 
Dubuque’s landmark pizzeria, Town clock 
Pizza, opened its doors just two miles 
outside of Peosta (out the back door) in 
the former Junction 21 restaurant location, 
a very symbolic move of Dubuque culture 
going west. read the dining feature in this 
issue (page 30) for more details on the 
new life of that storied establishment.

along with the business growth comes 
the continuation of housing and infrastruc-
ture growth to allow for the community’s 
evolution. In addition to more than a score 
of new single-family homes each year, 
Peosta is seeing a big investment in afford-
able housing through new apartment 
complexes, one of those being a huge con-
struction project to be completed late this 
summer to finally bring a student-targeted 
housing option for those from outside easy 
commuting distance—those who want 
to continue their education at Northeast 
Iowa community college but could not 
work out the daily living logistics. each 
of these investments, while serving to 
solve one need, also seems to positively 
address other needs by happenstance.

For example, while this new housing 
allows a rotating cast of students to live 
in the community while going to school, 
it also brings a potential diverse employ-
ment base for entry- and mid-level jobs 
that those students can fill while going 
to school at NIcc. The more established 
and affluent locals filling those $250,000 
homes aren’t looking to work part-time 
hourly wage jobs at these new businesses 

coming to town. Maybe their kids are, but 
an influx of work-ready college kids sure 
can’t hurt the labor pool of the community. 
Likewise, we assume the new Darkbird 
Taphouse, Jumble coffee, and round Two 
aren’t going to mind a bunch of new col-
lege kids living full time just blocks away.

While the college suites adjacent to 
NIcc are a private venture, the school 
welcomes the availability of, essentially, 
on-campus housing to eliminate a barrier 
for students to choose NIcc. Kristi strief, 
NIcc’s director of enrollment opera-
tions, noted that they were only drawing 
from “a radius of about 45 to 60 min-
utes from campus, so the reach to more 
students is going to be a huge benefit.”

Not all of the apartments com-
ing to Peosta are expected to be 
filled by NIcc students, though.

New Peosta Mayor russ Pfab knows 
that a community can’t just grow on 
higher-end family homes, saying, “I believe 
one of the goals of the city right now is 
affordable housing, so some of the people 
who work at some of the industrial places 
in blue-collar jobs can both work and 
live here, to increase the population and 
give opportunities to those who can’t yet 
afford the new single-family houses.”

Developer slavik Nakonechnyy, who 
owns the property along the highway 20 
frontage road where Darkbird and Jumble 
sit, partners with another developer, brett 
crosby, to also add about 20 single-
family homes a year to Peosta as well 
as the apartments he is currently add-
ing to the east end of the same street, 
where it meets Thunder hills road.

“We have model houses and some 
custom homes as well as the new 
apartments,” says slavik. “We built 
our first 12-plex apartment complex 
and finished it last November, and 
we’ve rented nine already through 
the winter, which is surprisingly fast. 
so far, none of those are students.”

he’s currently completing Phase 2 of 
a 4-phase development plan of single-
family homes around this business-centric 
frontage road along highway 20.

I used the word affluent earlier. This 
is not to imply that it’s a wave of rich 
people flocking to Peosta, but certainly, 
the growth of new home construction 
has been filled by those with the incomes 
to support them. higher home values 
typically translate to higher household 
incomes. Peosta residents have higher 
incomes than other local areas, partially 
due to households moving from elsewhere 
to build new homes in Peosta. The median 
household income is $91,563, compared to 
$54,234 in Dubuque. That implies a level 
of economic comfort to attract amenities 
that cater to such a population. certainly, 
steve’s ace, Jumble, and Darkbird are 

COvER stORy
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not targeted at those looking for lowball 
prices and services. They serve more 
discerning tastes and expectations.

The growing population of Peosta 
is also family-oriented. While some 
older residents are looking for homes 
outside of the bustle of the larger 
city of Dubuque, the latest census 
shows that 85 percent of the popula-
tion of Peosta is under the age of 55.

One of the people bucking that “young 
new resident” trend is Mayor russ Pfab, 
who was actually sworn into his position 
the day before we spoke on the phone.

“We were living in a subdivision on 
the west side of Dubuque,” shares Pfab, 
“and the outskirts of our subdivision were 
purchased and were going to be devel-
oped for commercial purposes instead of 
the original residential plan. My wife and I 
are in our 50s, and we weren’t interested 
in having that atmosphere around where 
we were living as we head to our retire-
ment years. We started looking around 
the west side of Dubuque and then looked 
at a spec house in Peosta, met with the 
contractor, and liked what he was doing, 
so it all just kind of fell into place.”

That was just three years ago, 
and now he finds himself mayor of 
this potential-filled community.

“We had a concern that we were 
going to be ‘way out in Peosta’ and 
wouldn’t get to Dubuque,” says Pfab, 
“but that hasn’t been the case at all. It’s a 
10-minute drive or 15 to the river. We’ve 
continued to spend time in Dubuque.”

concerns about moving to Peosta are 
also a thing of the past for those busi-
nesses who’ve gone ahead and made 
the leap. We spoke with a few of them 
about the decisions as well as their 
vision for the future of the community.

Planning for a soft opening in 
March with a grand opening to fol-
low in april, sara carpenter, owner 
of steve’s ace home & Garden, didn’t 
just trust her instincts on the move. 
she’s following the numbers, too.

“We’ve been interested in Peosta for 
quite a few years now,” says carpenter. 
“Initially, when we did the math, we saw 
it was coming, but it wasn’t quite there 
to justify it. but now with the many new 
homes built in the last couple of years 
and more secured for the future, the gap 

between Dubuque and Peosta is lessen-
ing substantially by the year. as a hard-
ware store, we want to take care of both 
business and personal needs, and by 
having healthy business growth, it makes 
sense for us to consider that option. Our 
research also suggests that the businesses 
that have opened up in the last couple of 
years are thriving, so it makes us pretty 
excited to be a part of the community.”

Located at the corner of burds rd. 
and Peosta st., the new steve’s ace will 
feature a full hardware store, green-
house, gift department showcasing the 
best sellers from sprout and the Flower 
shoppe, and outdoor lifestyle offerings. 
With extensive offerings in categories 
including paint, grilling, and lawn and 
garden featuring top brands like eGO, 
Traeger, Weber, benjamin Moore, and 
scotts, steve’s ace looks to be a one-stop 
solution to discerning homeowners, busi-
nesses, and Peosta’s do-it-yourselfers.

“When people move to Peosta, they 
often do so because they want to remove 
themselves from some of the hustle 
and bustle of the larger community of 
Dubuque,” notes carpenter. “so the more 
we can do to prevent retail leakage from 
that area, we’ll directly benefit. right now 
those folks don’t have the opportunity to 
shop directly in their hometown for the 
kinds of products we offer and have to go 
to Dubuque. but based on the fact that 
they moved where they did, we can assume 
they are trying to do that less and less.”

surprisingly, it wasn’t the new 
homes with the big yards that 
were the big draw for ace.

“The established homes in the 20-year 
or older range that are ready to see 
repair work or updating are actually more 
appealing to us in the long term,” says car-
penter. “so while we’re excited to take care 
of the new homeowners, there are plenty 
of homes out there that have a need!”

carpenter also realizes that they aren’t 
just serving Peosta. Many of the people 
who are shopping the Fareway in Peosta 
are coming from the outskirts of asbury. 
The back roads are just as quick to get to 
Peosta as it is to the middle of Dubuque, 
in addition to drawing from neighboring 
communities like epworth and Farley.

“big yards, which most Peosta homes 
have, also mean a lot of landscaping and 

COVER STORY
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he also sees that, in the end, Peosta will 
itself have enough to support his busi-
ness. but right out of the gate, before the 
growth is done, he has to capitalize on 
everybody going east and west on 20.

Nauman also noted that the city plans 
to extend the frontage road that his busi-
ness and many more to come will sit on 
to directly meet sundown road, which 
is the “main drag” road the off-ramp 
exits onto. This will make access to those 
businesses very convenient and quick for 
commuters passing by on highway 20. 
so Nauman is playing the long game 
as part of his strategy for success.

“The city was awesome to work with 
and welcomed us with open arms,” he says. 
“It’s been a great experience. We’re not 
open yet, but we’re real close. I have not 
put a date on it yet. We’re setting equip-
ment, and it won’t be long. Very soon.”

Mayor Pfab sees that long-lens 
attitude as a strong case for busi-
nesses making the investment.

“This town is getting large, and it’s not 
just going to be the industries bringing 
people here to work and then go back to 
wherever they live,” he notes. “People are 
making Peosta a place to live, becoming 
a true community with the new amenities 
adding to what was already here before 
that. The plan is to get those things that 
make it your home and not just a place you 
live. Not a place where you still have to do 
everything else outside of the community. 
People want more of the conveniences 
of daily life like dining establishments 
and specialized services. eventually, 
we’ll need all of those things to thrive.”

round Two, a new bowling and event 
venue at 8412 commercial ct., just off 
of the main strip (Peosta st), opened in 
mid-December. Owners Dave and Tracie 
Pettera previously owned cascade Lanes 
& Lounge and happy Joe’s Pizza, which 

were fire-damaged in 2019. Moving 
ahead, the future was clearly in Peosta 
rather than cascade, which was recently 
cut off by the highway 20 bypass.

With 12 bowling lanes, an arcade 
area, and a restaurant featuring pizza, 
chicken, sandwiches, and appetizers, as 
well as a lunchtime salad bar and a great 
beer selection for the nightlife crowd, 
there’s a little something for everyone 
under one roof. but it’s the families of 
Peosta who are the target market, not 
just bowlers and not just a bar crowd.

another investor who is already up 
and running to test their theory that 
Peosta is a good bet is Darkbird Tap-
house. Proprietor Jeff burds saw the 
implementation of new infrastructure 
by the city in addition to the growing 
population as the deciding factor to pull 
the “tap” on his nightlife establishment.

“Peosta is a fast-growing residential 
community that has previously lacked 
services and amenities that the city [of 
Dubuque] offers,” says burds. ”With that 
base, Peosta can support something 
unique that people can gather at and not 
have to travel to a larger city. The com-
munity support has exceeded expecta-
tions. We already are needing to adjust 
our summer plans in terms of staffing and 
service given so many people are excited 
about our large patio and deck. Private 
event bookings for our loft and deck have 
really surprised us. Given our location, 
we wanted to be a destination for folks 
looking for unique craft beer in a differ-
ent setting. We are seeing this… given at 
times we don’t know a soul in the place.”

Darkbird is not a brewery. It’s a 
taphouse. It says so right there in the 
name. This means you can try the offer-
ings from brewers from all over Iowa 
and some quality out-of-state selections 
too. There are 20 beers on tap at any 

a lot of families entering who are family-
focused,” says carpenter. “so we’re really 
excited about that because a lot of the 
things we sell appeal to families. From a 
plant perspective and some of the other 
unique niches we offer, there’s not a lot of 
opportunities for people to shop for those 
things when you get west of Dubuque.”

Well, there is now… or will be in about a 
month, just in time for gardening season.

George Nauman, owner of 
Jumble coffee, has a similarly rosy 
outlook on his investment.

“I think the city is going to double in 
no time,” says Nauman. “If you look at the 
sheer population in the area now, there 
are a lot of outliers that aren’t included 
in the city population count like Thunder 
hills and birch acres, and obviously I’m 
banking on epworth and Farley. We got 
asked to come to Peosta many, many times 
by many people over the last five years, 
and once the opportunity arose when we 
could be in Peosta and on highway 20, 
we jumped at the chance immediately.”

Fully locally owned, Jumble coffee 
serves only organic, fair-trade gourmet 

coffee that has been voted the best coffee 
in Dubuque for several years straight since 
opening their first location in 2010. They 
also serve organic tea and 100 percent 
crushed fruit smoothies plus seasonal food 
options unique to each location. We’ve 
got to note that owner Nauman was also, 
once upon a time, the first-ever intern for 
Dubuque365.com so many years ago, and 
we couldn’t be more thrilled at his success.

Nauman sees those coming into 
Dubuque to work from the western 
communities in the county stopping for 
a gourmet coffee to enjoy on their brief 
commute to Dubuque or, likewise, those 
coming to Peosta for work, as so many do. 

FareWay aND The FuTure cOLLeGe suITesDarKbIrD TaPhOuse
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given time, with 10 Iowa breweries cur-
rently featured. you’ll also find signature 
cocktails, wines, and a great pub menu 
featuring burgers, wings, appetizers, 
and chad’s Pizza from Dyersville. and 
all the atmosphere you can breathe in!

Local. local, local is very much at 
the core of burds’ vision and desires 
for the continued growth of Peosta.

“With the exception of chain ven-
ues,” says burds, “not many people will 
invest the way round Two, Town clock, 
Jumble coffee, or we have. That’s why it’s 
important to support the local establish-
ments, including red roof Diner and 
Trackside bar and Grill… all closely held, 
family businesses. We don’t need another 
chain burger joint in Dubuque county, 
and I think we will see that trend coming 
to an end as supporting local business 
continues to gain momentum. We don’t 
need to be another city that is flooded 
with chain shops and strip malls. Let’s look 
to other cities that have done it right. It’s 
just more difficult and expensive, given 
we do not have a downtown to revitalize. 
We have to build it from the ground up.”

George Nauman from Jumble coffee 
also notes that more business neighbors 
are on the way along the highway 20 
frontage road, with health practitioner 
stephanie Grutz’s Vibes moving in, rachael 
Davis of state Farm, and at least one more 
still-secret tenant moving into a strip mall 
on the west end of the road and well as a 
yoga studio, hair salon, and carpet store, 
to his understanding. While that may 
be a “strip mall,” the tenants are, so far, 
locally-owned entrepreneurs or services.

Darkbird’s Jeff burds wants to see 
continued movement towards the “town 
square vision” that the city and others have 
worked so hard on. “It’s a great plan, and 
Peosta needs a centralized district given 
there is no true ‘downtown,’” says burds.

burds may be referring to a concept 
sprouted by a private developer last 
summer called Water’s edge, a “city 
square”-styled mix of central retail sur-
rounded by residential, all based around 
a big man-made “Lake Peosta” on yet 
to be developed land. It’s an ambitious 
idea, but so far it is just in draft mode 
with no development underway.

The Peosta Forward!” comprehensive 
plan which, on the other hand, is very 
much is real, was approved in May of 2021 
and has received a best practice award 
from the american Planning association. 
It sets out a true plan for future growth 
as Peosta reacts to the continual influx 
of new residents and business interests.

Jeff burds and George Nau-
man both proactively shared that the 
mayor’s office, council, and city offi-
cials are tremendous to work with.

New in his position, Mayor russ Pfab 
doesn’t see great challenges ahead right 
now. Instead, he says, “I see opportuni-
ties. I’ve already felt like everything 
gets a really fair shake and a lot of good 
questions get asked, and that’s because 
we’ve got experience on the council, 
people who know the questions to ask 
to balance the new ideas and energy 
from our more recent additions.”

collectively, everyone we met with 
would agree not to take our word for it. 
Make the 10-minute trip west and dis-
cover what’s new in Peosta for yourself.

For more information. visit 
these online resources:
• cityofpeosta.org
• darkbirdtaphouse.com
• jumblecoffee.com
• facebook.com/stevesace
• townclockpizza.com
• round2bowl.com
• nice.edu
• collegesuitespeosta.com n

hOusING uNDer cONsTrucTION ON hIGhWay 20 FrONTaGe rOaD

rOuND TWO
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Tri-State 
Fish Frys
The 2022 Lenten fi sh fry season is March 2–April 15, 
but many locations off er fi sh frys year-round! View 
our full list at dubuque365.com/fi sh.

1st & Main
101 Main St, DBQ, IA
563-587-8152
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–10 PM
Dine in, to go

3 Mile House
370 US 35, Hazel Green, WI
608-748-4455
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM

7 Hills Brewing 
Company
1085 Washington St, DBQ, IA
563-587-8306
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–10 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery

7 Hills North
92 E Main St, Platteville, WI
608-348-6008
Fridays during Lent @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery 

Anker Inn 
Smokehouse
11008 State Rd 133, 
Cassville, WI 
608-725-5514
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

The Barn
5090 Sherrill Rd, Sherrill, IA
563-552-2353
Every Friday @ 5 PM
Dine in, to go

The Big House
3001 160th St, Petersburg, IA
563-875-2612
Every Friday @ 5 PM
Dine in, to go 

Bluff  Lake 
Catfi sh Farm
9301 95th Ave, Maquoketa, IA
563-652-3272
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go 

Boaz Bbq
1689 Elm St, DBQ, IA
563-500-6378
Every Friday 
@ Noon–9:30 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery

Breitbach’s 
Country Dining
563 Balltown Rd, Sherrill, IA
563-552-2220
Every Friday @ 4 PM
Dine in

BrickHaus Bar & Grill
302 1st St. N, Farley, IA
563-744-2029
Fridays during Lent @ 11 AM
Dine in, to go

The Bridge 
Restaurant & Lounge
31 Locust St, DBQ, IA
563-557-7280
Every Friday @ 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Brothers on 2nd

90 N 2nd St, Platteville, WI
608-348-3339
Every Friday @ 11 AM–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Buddy’s Clubhouse
2364 Washington St, DBQ, IA
563-588-9932
Every Friday @ 5–9 PM 
Dine in, to go 

Burkey’s Bar and Grill
10638 Key West Dr, DBQ, IA
563-231-3253
Fridays during Lent 
@ 4–8:30 PM
Dine in, to go

Cajun Jack’s 
Bar & Grill
1336 US HWY 20 W, 
Elizabeth, IL
815-858-3535
Every Friday @ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go 

Cascade 
Sportsmen’s Club
301 Jackson St NE, 
Cascade, IA
319-213-0736
Mar 4 @ 5 PM 
Dine in, to go

Cassville 
Conservation Club
5770 Cadwell Rd, 
Cassville, WI
608-725-5956
Mar 4 and 18; 
Apr 1 and 15 @ 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Catfi sh Charlie’s
1630 E 16th St, DBQ, IA
563-582-8600
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Chad’s Pizza
108 1st Ave W, Dyersville, IA
563-875-2483
Fridays during Lent 
@ 4:30–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Chop’s Kall Inn 
Supper Club
4089 Sandy Hook Rd, 
Hazel Green, WI
608-748-4393
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Cobra Lanes
107 2nd St. NE, Farley, IA
563-744-3008
Fridays through Lent 
@ 4:30–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Coe’s Bar
280 Jess St, Bernard, IA
563-879-3216
Fridays during Lent @ 5 PM
Dine in, to go

Country Heights 
Supper Club
1152 Badger Rd, 
Hazel Green, WI
608-748-4687
Every Friday @ 4:30 PM–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Daniels Lounge
3699 Prism Ln, Kieler, WI
608-568-7546
Fridays during Lent @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

DeSoto 
House Hotel
230 S Main St, Galena, IL
815-777-0090
Every Friday @ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Dubuque Eagles Club
1175 Century Dr, DBQ, IA
563-582-6498
Every Friday 
@ 11:30 AM–2 PM
Fridays during Lent @ 5 PM
Dine in, to go

Dyersville Family 
Restaurant
226 1st Ave E, Dyersville, IA
563-875-0033
Every Friday 
@ 11 AM–2 PM & 5–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Eichman’s Bar & 
Family Restaurant
11941 Hwy 52 N, Sageville, IA
563-552-2494
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Emmy Lou’s
11347 Oldenburg Ln, 
Galena, IL
815-777-4732
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11–7:30 PM
Dine in, to go

Fat Tuesday’s
1121 University Ave, DBQ, IA
563-557-0867
Fridays during Lent @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Foodie Garage 
Eatery
1091 University Ave, DBQ, IA
563-845-0131
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–8 PM
Dine in, to go 

Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub
9853 US HWY 20, Galena, IL
815-776-0707
Fridays during Lent @ 5–9 PM
Dine in

Gangster’s Bar & Grill
2020 N Main St, 
Hazel Green, WI
608-854-2724
Every Friday @ 5 PM
Dine in, to go

Gooch’s Greenhouse
3544 County Rd HHH, 
Kieler, WI
608-568-3040
Fridays during Lent @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Guler’s Corner
1895 Hwy 80, Cuba City, WI
608-744-8498
Every Friday @ 4 PM
Dine in, to go

HG-IC School
3685 County Rd HHH, 
Kieler, WI
Mar 18 @ 4:30–8:30 PM
Dine in, to go

The Hilltop at 
Menominee
16680 HWY 20, East DBQ, IL
815-281-2978
Fridays during Lent @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Hops & Rye
1108 Locust St, DBQ, IA
563-556-4677
Fridays during Lent 
@ 5–10 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery

Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Caroline’s Restaurant
200 Main St, DBQ, IA
563-588-5595
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–1 PM & 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery

Houlihan’s
1801 Greyhound Park Rd, 
DBQ, IA
563-585-5233
Fridays during Lent 
@ 4–10 PM
Dine in 

Hy-Vee (Asbury)
2395 NW Arterial, DBQ, IA
563-583-2199
Fridays during Lent @ 
11 AM–1:30 PM & 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Hy-Vee (Dodge)
3500 Dodge St, DBQ, IA
563-583-5204
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–1:30 PM & 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Hy-Vee (Locust)
400 S Locust St, DBQ, IA
563-583-6148
Fridays during Lent @ 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

J.M.’s Tap
7625 N Menominee Rd, 
East DBQ, IL
815-747-7730
Fridays Jan–Apr 
@ 4:30–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Jimmy’s Pub
32 Sinsinawa Ave, 
East DBQ, IL
815-747-8810
Fridays during Lent @ 5 PM 

Joliet Event Center
781 Locust St, DBQ, IA
563-588-2011
Fridays during Lent 
@ 5–7:30 PM
Dine in, to go

Jug’s Main Street Tap
200 N Main St, Elizabeth, IL
815-858-3333
Every Friday @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Kalmes Club 528
275 Jackson St NE, 
Cascade, IA
563-852-3531
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM 
Dine in, to go

Kalmes 
Restaurant
100 Main St, St Donatus, IA
563-773-2480
Every Friday @ 4:30–9 PM
Dine in

Key West 
Sportsman’s Club
2323 Rockdale Rd, DBQ, IA
563-556-9734
Mar 11 @ 4:30–8:30 PM

Lacoma Golf Course
8080 Timmerman Dr, 
East DBQ, IL
815-747-3874 
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Lawrence 
Pub and Eatery
46 E Main St, Benton, WI
608-759-4000
Every Friday @ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery

Louisburg Junction 
Supper Club
2061 Louisburg Rd, 
Cuba City, WI
608-744-3663
Every Friday @ 4:30–9 PM 
Dine in, to go

hOTeL JuLIeN DubuQue carOLINe’s resTauraNT
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The Magnoila
168 E 10th St, DBQ, IA
608-644-6489
Fridays in March @ 5–10 PM
Dine in, to go 

Maquoketa 
FFA Alumni
1102 E Platt St, Maquoketa, IA
Mar 11 @ 4–7 PM
Dine in, to go

Market House 
Restaurant H.P.
204 Perry St, Galena, IL
815-777-0690
Every Friday @ 4 PM
Dine in

Mid-Town Marina
285 5th St, East DBQ, IL
815-747-3310
Fridays during Lent @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Midway Pub
5979 US Hwy 61, Potosi, WI
608-763-2400
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Millennium 
Bar & Marina
780 Harbor Dr, East DBQ, IL
815-554-6196
Fridays: Mar 11–Apr 15 
@ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Moracco Supper Club
1413 Rockdale Rd, DBQ, IA
563-582-2947
Every Friday @ 4 PM
Dine in, to go

Mulgrew’s Tavern
240 Sinsinawa Ave, 
East DBQ, IL
815-747-3845
Fridays during Lent 
@ 10 AM–3:30 AM
Dine in, to go

Nick’s Cafe
119 S Main St, Cuba City, WI
608-744-3424
Every Friday 
@ 10:30 AM–2:30 PM
Dine in, to go

Off  Shore Bar & Grill
4115 N Riverview Bellevue, IA
563-872-5000
Every Friday @ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in, to go

The Original 
Potosi Saloon
192 S Main St, Potosi, WI
608-763-2230
Fridays during Lent; 2nd Friday 
of every month @ 11 AM
Dine in, to go

The Otherside
68 Sinsinawa Ave, 
East DBQ, IL
815-747-9049
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–3 PM
Dine in, to go

Oxus Grotto
3011 Autumn Dr, Asbury, IA
563-588-0602
Mar 4, 11, and 18; 
Apr 1 and 8 @ 5–7 PM
To go

The Palace Saloon
149 1st Ave E, Dyersville, IA
563-875-2284
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–2 PM & 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

PJ’s Pub & Hall
3670 County Rd HHH, 
Kieler, WI
608-568-3118
Every Friday @ 4-9 PM
Dine in, to go

PrairieMoon On Main
103 E Main St, Prairieburg, IA
319-437-6006
Fridays during Lent @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go 

Q Casino Q Sports 
Bar (21+)
1855 Greyhound Park Rd, 
DBQ, IA
563-582-3647
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in

Red N Deb’s 
Bar & Grill
60 E. Mineral St. 
Platteville, WI
608-348-9149
Every Friday 
@ 11:30 AM–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Red Roof Diner
195 Peterson Dr, Peosta, IA
563-556-6004
Every Friday @ 11 AM–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Rhody’s
14167 Old HWY Rd, DBQ, IA
563-585-1500
Every Friday @ 5–9 PM
Dine in, to go

Rocks 
Pour House
10390 Bridge St, Gratiot, WI
608-922-8400
Every Friday @ 4:30–9 PM
Dine in

Shugga’s Soul Cafe
1220 Iowa St, DBQ, IA
563-845-0018
Every Friday @ 11 AM–11 PM
Dine in, to go, delivery 

St. Clement
24287 New Vienna Rd, 
Bankston, IA
563-876-5540
Mar 11 @ 4–8 PM
To go

St. Francis 
Xavier Parish
203 2nd St SW, Dyersville, IA
Apr 1 @ 4:30–7:30 PM
To go

St. John the Baptist
235 Peosta St, Peosta, IA
563-876-5540
Mar 18 @ 4:30–8 PM
To go

St. Joseph (Earlville)
307 Mary St, Earlville, IA
563-923-3135
Apr 8 @ 4:30–7:30 PM
Dine in, to go

St. Joseph (Farley)
202 Second Ave S, Farley, IA
563-876-5540
Mar 25 @ TBA

St. Joseph 
(Sinsinawa)
780 County Rd Z, 
Sinsinawa, WI
608-748-4442
Mar 4 and Apr 8 @ 4–7:30 PM
To go

St. Mary’s 
(Strawberry Point)
314 W Mission St, 
Strawberry Point, IA
563-933-6166
Mar 4 @ 4:30–7:30 PM
To go

St. Patrick’s
708 W Delaware St, 
Colesburg, IA
563-928-7200
Mar 11 @ 4:30–7:30 PM
Dine in, to go

St. Peter & Paul
1623 300th Ave, Dyersville, IA
563-543-5018
563-920-2776
Mar 4 @ 4:30–8 PM
To go

Sunset Lanes
410 S Main St, Dickeyville, WI
608-568-7999
Every Friday @ 5–8 PM
Dine in, to go

SUBMIT YOUR FISH FRY!
DID We MIss yOur 
FIsh Fry? cONTacT us 
TO JOIN The LIsT!
eMaIL: 
INFO@DUBUQUE365.COM

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

Thumser’s 19th Hole
1625 IL-35, East DBQ, IL
815-747-8819
Fridays during Lent 
@ 11 AM–9 PM
Dine in

Timmerman’s
7777 Timmerman 
Dr, East DBQ, IL
815-747-3316
Fridays during Lent @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

VFW Club Bar & Grill
110 E. Mineral St., 
Platteville, WI
608-348-8883
Every Friday 
@ 11 AM–1:30 PM & 4–8 PM
Dine in, to go

Village Bar
3410 County HWY HHH, 
Kieler, WI
608-568-3004
Every Friday @ 4–10 PM
Dine in, to go

West Dubuque Tap
1701 Asbury Rd, DBQ, IA
563-556-9647
Every Friday @ 4–9 PM
Dine in, to go

FEATURE STORY
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Thu 2/17
Sophie Coyote
6:30 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

FrI 2/18
Fabulous Friday Artist Series: 
Leslie Appleby and Laura 
Southworth
12:05 @ St. Luke’s UMC

Kampfi re Kings
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Andreas Transo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Vikram Balaji
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Mini Monster Duo
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

EMWAY, Diet Lite, Woodcreeper
9 PM @ Smokestack

Jeremy Pinnell, 
Addison Aronson
10 PM @ The Lift

saT 2/19
Dubuque Brewfest on Ice: 
Adam Beck
Noon @ Grand River Center

Rock Steady
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Catfi sh Murphy
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Massey Road
4 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Longshot
4 PM @ The Otherside 
(East DBQ, IL)

Lenny Wayne
4 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

Tony Walker
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Danny Parker Project
7 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Boys of Lloyd
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

EDGE Foundation Trivia Night
7 PM @ Mid-Town Marina 
(East DBQ, IL)

Andreas Transo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Vikram Balaji
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

ViceBox
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Not Quite Brothers
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Three Quarter Buzz
8 PM @ Shenanigans

4th and Twenty
8 PM @ Southend Tap

The Resistors 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Meghan Davis
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Acoustic DOGS
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Joie Wails Band
8:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Dylan Doyle Band
10 PM @ The Lift

suN 2/20
Keith Scott
1 PM @ River Ridge 
Brewing (Bellevue, IA)

Mark Bateman
1:30 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Nutsy Turtle
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Bob & Gus
2 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Northside Open Mic 
w/Big Rock Out
3 PM @ Northside Bar

John Moran
3 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Galena High School Open Mic
3 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Aaron Lewis
7 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Cary Morin, Luke and the Wolf
7 PM @ The Lift

WeD 2/23
UD Concert Band and Jazz 
Band Winter Concert
7 PM @ UD Heritage Center

REO Speedwagon
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Thu 2/24
Bruce Day
6 PM @ Textile Brewing Co 
(Dyersville, IA)

FrI 2/25
Fabulous Friday Artist Series: 
Clarke University String Trio
12:05 @ St. Luke’s UMC

Max Kwollske
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Three Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
6 PM @ Trackside (Peosta, IA)

Amy Shanker
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Secrets 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Michael Breitbach & 
The Broken Rubber Band
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Broz Mixtape Release
10 PM @ The Lift

saT 2/26
Massey Road
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Casey Klein
3 PM @ Sundown 
Mountain Barn

4th & 20
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

LA Suess
4 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown (Galena, IL)

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
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DR Trio 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Matt Hamilton 
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Bryan Popp 
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co.

The Resistors 
7 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Ballyheigue @ 7 PM 
Flash In A Pan @ 10 PM 
The Lift

Mardi Gras Party: Derty Rice 
7 PM @ Cajun Jack’s 
(Elizabeth, IL)

DSO: Classics 1 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Lilies of the Midwest 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Amy Shanker 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Jabber Box 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Spazmatics 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Adam Bartels  
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Acoustic DOGS 
8 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Doug Brundies 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co  
(Galena, IL)

Frank Busch & The Names 
8 PM @ Grape Escape 
(Galena, IL)

Driftmore and Allegro Audio 
STACKED Saturdays: Tripp 
Brothers 
9 PM @ Smokestack

Comedy Showcase  
w/ Justin Goldberg 
10 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

suN 2/27
Girl Scout Cookie/ 
Beer Pairing @ Noon 
Dan Whitaker @ 1 PM 
River Ridge Brewing 
(Bellevue, IA)

Jimmy Welty Duo 
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Elizabeth Mary 
1 PM @ Oh So Good Winery  
(Dyersville, IA)

DSO: Classics 1 
2 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Joie Wails 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Tue 3/1
JeeHae Ahn 
7 PM @ Clarke University 
Jansen Music Hall

Mardi Gras Party: Derty Rice 
7 PM @ Smokestack

Thu 3/3
Deana Carter, Jimmy Welty Band 
7 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Mini Folk Fest:  
The Thing With Feathers 
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 3/4
Fabulous Friday Artist Series: 
Potosa Strings 
12:05 @ St. Luke’s UMC

Jordan Danielson 
4 PM @ Sundown 
Mountain North Lodge

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Blame Not The Bard 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Sohrab Forouzesh 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Missbehavin 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

saT 3/5
Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Nate Jenkins 
3 PM @ Sundown 
Mountain North Lodge

Sarah Day 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

The Beaux 
6 PM @ Hawg Dogs 
(Savanna, IL)

Lauren Hall 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Michael Breitbach &  
The Broken Rubber Band 
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse  
(Peosta, IA)

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Locals Bar and Coffee  
(Epworth, IA)

Blame Not The Bard 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub (Galena, IL)

Sohrab Forouzesh 
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Verlo Winter Comedy Series: 
Ben Ulin with Jen Kuhle 
8 PM @ Five Flags Theater

The Pork Tornadoes 
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Hangin’ Around Band 
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Adam Beck  
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Michael Breitbach & The Broken 
Rubber Band 
8 PM @ 7 Hills North 
(Platteville, WI)

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL 
NIGhTLIFe LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC
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Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife
SUNDAY

Disco Brunch 
w/ DJ SaladSpinner
2nd Sun @ 9 AM
Convivium Urban Farmstead

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Sun @ 1 PM
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Bingo
4 PM @ Dolph’s Iron Bar

Live Music Jam & Open Mic
Smokestack @ 4 PM

MONDAY
Trivia
3rd Mon @ 6:30–8:30 PM
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Comedy
Mon @ 8:30 PM
Monk’s

TUESDAY
Trivia
Tue @ 7 PM
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke
Tue @ 7 PM
Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co
Tue @ 7:30 PM
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Trivia For Dorks
Wed @ 7 PM
Dimensional Brewing Co.

WORDS: 
Poetry Hip-Hop Open Mic
Every Other Wed:
3/2, 3/16, 3/30 @ 7 PM
Esther’s Lounge

Open Mic 
Wed @ 7 PM
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co
Wed @ 7 PM
Hy-Vee Locust

Rock Star Bingo 
w/ Think & Drink 
Wed @ 8 PM
Barrel House

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
Wed @ 8 PM
Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke
Wed @ 9 PM
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Trivia
Thu @ 6 PM
Third Corner Food & Spirits

Hy-Vee Trivia
Thu @ 6:30 PM
Hy-Vee Dodge

Trivia Night Live w/ Think & Drink
3rd Thu @ 7 PM
Hops & Rye

Jukebox Bingo
Every Other Thu:
2/24, 3/10, 3/24 @ 7:30 PM
Backpocket Dubuque

Comedian Scott McKenzie
Thu @ 7:30 PM
Galena Brewing Co (Galena, IL)

Open Mic
Thu @ 8 PM
The Comedy Bar

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen
Thu @ 8 PM
Smokestack

Rotating DJ
Thu @ 9:30 PM
1st & Main

FRIDAY
Fabulous Friday Artist Series
Fri through March 25 
@ 12:05–12:35 PM
St. Luke’s UMC

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
2nd Fri @ 7 PM 
Dubuque Driving Range

Trivia
Fri @ 7:30 PM
Galena Brewing Co (Galena, IL)

Speedquizzing Trivia 
w/ GQ Entertainment
Fri @ 8:30 PM
7 Hills Brewing Co.

DJ SaladSpinner
Fri @ 8 PM
Esther’s Lounge

Acoustic Open Mic 
w/ The Alumatics
1st Fri @ 8 PM
Smokestack

Karaoke
Fri @ 9 PM
Southend Tap

Dj Maica
Fri @ 10 PM
1st & Main

SATURDAY
Prime Rib Dinner and Dance 
w/ Ron Lubbers
3rd Sat @ 6:30 PM
Joliet Event Center

DJ SaladSpinner
Sat @ 8 PM
Esther’s Lounge

Latin Rave w/ DJ Papi
1st & 3rd Sat @ 8 PM
Smokestack

Karaoke
Sat @ 9 PM
Skinny Maginny’s

Dj Maica
Sat @ 10 PM
1st & Main

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKING FOr a Free aND easy Way TO PrOMOTe yOur LIVe 
MusIc? seND yOur eNTerTaINMeNT caLeNDar Our Way!
eMaIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM



Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Upcoming Entertainment

Additional Entertainment

GAELIC STORM
MARCH 13 @ 8 PM

POP ROCKS
MARCH 19 @ 8 PM

JON LOVITZ
APRIL 9 @ 7 & 9:30 PM

THE MAVERICKS
APRIL 22 @ 8 PM

MICHAEL WINSLOW
APRIL 30 @ 8 PM

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: ULTIMATE 

ROCK HITS
MAY 6 & 7 @ 8 PM

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: ULTIMATE 

COUNTRY HITS
JUNE 3 & 4 @ 8 PM

Jabber Box
FEBRUARY 26 @ 8 PM
The Tri-State area’s hottest alternative rock 
band. Known for their high-energy performance, 
they won the Best Band award in BestFest 
2013. Jabber Box plays all your favorites 
from Theory of a Deadman, Nickelback, 
Buckcherry, Blink 182, and many more.

ViceBox
FEBRUARY 19 @ 8 PM
ViceBox brings infl uences as diverse as a member 
of a metal band, a member of a marching band, 
and our ultimate musical customer service 
advocates—experienced wedding DJs. With all 
six members taking on lead vocal responsibilities, 
ViceBox delivers high energy “rock and roll” 
with fun twists on some of your favorites.

Band of Comics
MARCH 12 @ 8 PM
Band of Comics features a stable of national touring musical comedians that put on an 
entertaining show with audience interaction. The four comedians will also come together 
to perform original numbers. The comedians have been featured on Comedy Central, 
Showtime, late night talk shows, HBO, The Bob and Tom Show, movies, and TV shows.
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Regional 
Nightlife & 
Festivals

DAVENPORT, IA
Patrick Sweany 
Feb 19 @ Raccoon Motel

Clay Walker 
Feb 19 @ Rhythm City Casino

Zachary Williams (The Lone 
Bellow) w/ Early James 
Feb 22 @ Raccoon Motel

Martin Sexton 
Mar 2 @ River Music 
Experience

Lost Dog Street Band 
Mar 6 @ Raccoon Motel

Postmodern Jukebox 
Mar 8 @ Adler Theatre

Gatlin Brothers 
Mar 13 @ Rhythm City Casino

MOLINE, IL
Jeff Dunham 
Feb 26 @ TaxSlayer Center

EAST MOLINE, IL
Aaron Watson 
Mar 5 @ The Rust Belt

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
Trampled By Turtles 
Feb 17 @ Alliant Energy 
Powerhouse

Leanne Morgan 
Feb 25 @ Paramount Theatre

Charlie Berens 
Mar 5 @ Paramount Theatre

Papa Roach 
Mar 15 @ Alliant Energy 
Powerhouse

IOWA CITY, IA
Son Volt 
Feb 23 @ Englert Theatre

Bettye LaVette 
Feb 25 @ Englert Theatre

Belmont 
Mar 3 @ Gabe’s

William Elliot Whitmore  
w/ Awful Purdies 
Mar 4 @ Englert Theatre

All Them Witches 
Mar 4 @ Gabe’s

Katy Kirby & Sun June 
Mar 6 @ Gabe’s

Bruce Cockburn 
Mar 13 @ Englert Theatre

MADISON, WI
Cory Wong and the Wong-
notes w/ Antwaun Stanley, 
Sierra Hull 
Feb 17 @ Majestic Theatre

Hippo Campus w/ Jelani Aryeh 
Feb 17 @ The Sylvee

Trampled By Turtles  
w/ Langhorne Slim 
Feb 18 & 19 @ The Sylvee

Remain in Night w/ Volvox, 
Antenes, Heckadecimal 
Feb 19 @ High Noon Saloon

Barely Alive 
Feb 19 @ Liquid

Still Woozy w/ Wallice 
Feb 20 @ The Sylvee

The Weather Station  
w/ Helena Deland 
Feb 24 @ High Noon Saloon

Dabin w/ Rome In Silver, 
Skybreak 
Feb 24 @ Majestic Theatre

Ripe w/ Joe Hertler &  
The Rainbow Seekers 
Feb 25 @ Majestic Theatre

Beach House w/ Colloboh 
Feb 25 @ The Sylvee

Sal Vulcano 
Feb 26 @ Barrymore Theatre

Virtual Riot 
Feb 26 @ Liquid

The Marías w/ Evann McIntosh 
Feb 26 @ Majestic Theatre

Dropkick Murphys  
w/ The Bombpops,  
The Rumjacks, Jesse Ahern 
Feb 27 @ The Sylvee

Briston Maroney  
w/ Genevieve Stokes 
Feb 28 @ Majestic Theatre

Brett Dennen  
w/ The Heavy hours 
Mar 2 @ Majestic Theatre

Khruangbin w/ Nubya Garcia 
Mar 2 @ The Sylvee

Pluko 
Mar 4 @ Liquid

Patton Oswalt 
Mar 4 @ The Orpheum

Shana Morrison & Jen Chapin 
Mar 5 @ Barrymore Theatre

Joshua Radin w/ Tow’rs 
Mar 5 @ High Noon Saloon

Moksi 
Mar 5 @ Liquid

Brian Regan 
Mar 5 @ The Orpheum

Joywave 
Mar 6 @ Majestic Theatre

BadBadNotGood 
Mar 8 @ Majestic Theatre

Hiss Gold Messenger  
w/ Alexa Rose 
Mar 9 @ High Noon Saloon

Postmodern Jukebox 
Mar 9 @ The Orpheum

Coheed and Cambria  
w/ Sheer Mag 
Mar 9 @ The Sylvee

All Them Witches 
Mar 10 @ Majestic Theatre

Ginger Billy 
Mar 11 @ Barrymore Theatre

Subtronics w/ Boogie T,  
Level Up, G-Space, Smith 
Mar 11 @ The Sylvee

Bruce Cockburn 
Mar 12 @ Barrymore Theatre

Bonobo w/ Jordan Rakei 
Mar 12 @ The Sylvee

Tig Notaro 
Mar 16 @ The Orpheum
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saT 2/19

Not Quite Brothers
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: FREE

Not Quite brothers is a fi ve-piece 
variety cover band from cedar Falls, 
Ia playing rock songs you know and 
love. They perform dozens of popu-
lar live shows across Iowa and the 
rest of the Midwest each year.

suN 2/20

Cary Morin, Luke and the Wolf
7 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

Described as “one of the best acous-
tic pickers on the scene today,” cary 
Morin brings together the great musical 
traditions of america and beyond 
with his deft fi ngerstyle guitar and 
vocals that alternately convey melodic 
elation and gritty world-weariness.

FrI 2/25

Broz Mixtape Release
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

Local musician/youTuber Dan bros-
nan, aka broz, has been making music 
since he was 11. When The World Was 
Normal is his new mixtape and fi rst 

project release since 2014. all of the 
songs were created before the pan-
demic with his hip hop friends. Join 
broz, The Fan club, and a slew of 
musicians for a wild night at The Lift.

saT 2/26

Spazmatics
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: $10

experience all the awesome sounds, 
styles, and way cool dance steps 
from the 1980s decade we’d love to 
forget. complete with skinny ties, 
brill creamed hair, and horn-rimmed 
glasses, the spazmatics recapture all 
the best of the worst. Outstanding 
musicianship combined with creative 
fl air and style makes for an evening 
of pure energy and entertainment. 
563-582-3647. qcasinoandhotel.com.

Thu 3/3

Mini Folk Fest: 
The Thing With Feathers
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST, LOWER LEVEL)

The Thing With Feathers are an alt-rock, 
indie pop and dance powerhouse, 
fueled by four of Nashville’s favorite 
fools: David Welcsh (vocals), sean 
carroll (bass), alex hendricks (lead 
guitar) and chris roussell (drums). 
The Feathers footing found solid 
ground soon after the modest success 
of their debut with “Figure It Out,” 
their sophomore single, released in 
May of 2019. The infectious hook and 

pop-sensitive rock sound helped the 
track amass over 950,000 streams on 
spotify. Last year, the boys retreated 
to shoebox studios to write and record 
their debut eP, Sundays In The South.

saT 3/5

The Pork Tornadoes
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: $10

The Pork Tornadoes are a powerful 
party band that has played all around 
the Midwest at the best and biggest 
bars, festivals, corporate events and 
weddings. having played more than 
600 shows in the last 12 years, this 
band has perfected their live show 
into an experience you won’t fi nd 
anywhere else. Wide variety of covers 
played by good-looking, well man-
nered men, who like Guinness, whis-
key and may or may not have beards. 
563-582-3647. qcasinoandhotel.com.

LIVE MUSIC & 
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES
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Town Clock Pizza
By Bryce Parks

If you read the cover story of this issue 
first, you are already aware of the boom-
town that is Peosta, Ia, as of late, and the 
newest addition to that energy comes 
with the official opening of Town clock 
Pizza, just two minutes outside of town 
in centralia, when you take sundown 
rd. though Peosta toward asbury

yes, ThaT Town clock Pizza. The 
storied Dubuque pizza restaurant that 
spent a lifetime in the shadow of the very 
clock for which it is still named. When 
my family came to Dubuque in the late 
‘70s, we lived in asbury but went to the 
Town clock Inn for pizza because, believe 
it or not, pizza was not so easy to find in 
1976. Oh, how the times have changed. 
but what has not changed is Town clock 
Pizza’s pizza. It’s one of those flavors 
that many could recognize blindfolded.

Town clock Inn had called downtown 
Dubuque home since 1970 when current 
owner scott Nelson’s (with wife Irene) 
grandparents opened the original loca-
tion a full year before the Town clock 
was even where it stands now. scott 
and Irene have owned it since 2009.

The new location, formerly Junction 
21, has undergone massive remodel-
ing since the Nelson’s took ownership in 
May of 2021. If you’ve been there before, 
you’ll now note that aside from the view 
from the road, the place looks nothing 
like it did before. Gone is the horseshoe-
shaped bar and dated decor, replaced by 
a new and modern yet rustic look with a 
long bar where you can sit for a drink (12 
beers on tap) or to eat and also where 
people now order their pizzas. When it 
warms up, people will really enjoy the new 

outdoor, raised, stamped concrete patio 
with a great view of the countryside.

Taking into account the staffing troubles 
of late across the country, the plan is to 
allow guests to place their order at one of 
three registers at the bar with staff running 
the food out to the table. It lets them run on 
a smaller crew so staffing should never stop 
them from opening up. also making life eas-
ier is a kitchen four times bigger than their 
old one. but one thing was important not 
to change, and that was the flavor of that 
pizza. how do you do that? you bring the 
original pizza ovens from the basement of 
the Nesler center out to centralia and keep 
using them to crank out the signature pies.

accessibility has also taken a big step 
in the right direction. Not only do they 
finally have their own parking lot but 
zero-step entry to the restaurant and 
patio as well. No more giant stairway 
to the basement or elevators. every-
thing is new, accessible, and spacious.

We risked the crowd by going for a pizza 
on opening night. We showed up 15 minutes 
early which was a good call as every table 
was full by the technical opening hour of 
5 p.m. arrived. While the menu will eventu-
ally see new options including sandwiches, 
wraps, and salads, out of the gate, the 
menu isn’t straying from the roots of the 
venue. It’s pretty much pizza, pizza, pizza. 
There is a small section of appetizers (chips 
and salsa, garlic bread, and garlic cheese 
pizza), two salads, two soups (one is always 
chili), and two versions of cavelli pasta, 
but for now, Town clock Pizza is all about 
pizza, and nobody seemed to mind at all.

Not to have two of us take up a table 
on opening night, we bellied up to the 
bar which was quite comfy and tried to 
narrow down our pizza choice. There 

COlUMnIsts
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are some famous specialty pizzas on the 
menu, but we weren’t too daring, going 
with half supreme and half Taco. but some 
of those daring choices we could have 
made included the Pickle & bacon (they 
swear it’s “so, so good”, rangoon, chicken 
bacon and ranch, and three variations 
on a hawaiian Pizza, all featuring the 
much-debated pineapple on a pizza.

safer choices might be the all Meat, 
bacon cheeseburger, bbQ chicken, bLT, 
Deluxe, hawkeye (with homemade sau-
sage, mushrooms, and cheddar mixed with 
the mozzarella), traditional Margherita, and 
a Matador which is basically a meat lover 
pizza with jalapeños for an extra kick.

Our 16-inch Family style half-and-half 
pizza was huge with 12 slices. That’s six slices 
each. We live dangerously! all pizzas feature 
their famous light, soft on the inside, crisp 
on the outside crust unless thin is requested. 
and all four sizes are prepared in that stone 
deck pizza oven we mentioned earlier.

Keeping up with the times, they do 
offer a 10-inch gluten-free option on udi’s 
crust. It’s not Town clock’s signature 
crust flavor, but at least you don’t have 
to leave that one friend at home! addi-
tional keto and vegan/vegetarian options 
are on the way when things get rolling.

Needless to say, the pizza was great. The 
cheese was on thick, and it had a nice gooey 

stretch coming out of that well-seasoned 
deep pan. The light, golden crust is delicious, 
not the kind you skip after eating the “good 
parts.” This Is the good part of the pizza.

between the continuation of Town 
clock quality that people have come to 
love and the introduction of an atmo-
sphere that people will love right away, 
it’s a sure bet that long time Town clock 
regulars will make the 10- or 15-minute trek 
west to find their favorite pizza in a new 
home while the same great elements will 
earn them a new crowd of fans from the 
good people of western Dubuque county.

Now that they actually own the place 
after more than 50 years of renting 

Town Clock Pizza
7653 OLD HWY RD, CENTRALIA, IA
563-556-1022
TOWNCLOCKPIZZA.COM
Hours (Tentative): Wed–Fri: 3–9 PM;  
sat: Noon–9 PM; sun: Noon–5 PM

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO yOu haVe a FaVOrITe resTauraNT 

yOu WOuLD LIKe TO see us VIsIT? 

PLease seND us yOur reQuesTs, 

suGGesTIONs aND cOMMeNTs!

eMaIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM

downtown, making investments in the 
venue finally have long-term prom-
ise. scott and Irene are the third gen-
eration, their kids represent the fourth 
generation, and it gives the Nelsons 
comfort knowing they have something 
real to leave behind. What’s less likely 
to be left behind… uneaten pizza. n

The NeLsON FaMILyPIcKLe & bacON PIZZaTOWN cLOcK PIZZa’s PIZZa OVeN
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Covid 
Comatose
By Matt Booth

Maybe you’re like the millions of other 
americans wondering, “What the heck have 
we gone through the last two years, and 
what am I going to do about it?” People 
are disoriented, disillusioned, and disap-
pointed. Two years of changing our lives to 
fight cOVID has revealed the cracks in our 
concrete. People are asking themselves, 
“Is this the life I want?” What an excel-
lent question to ask ourselves! The answer 
starts with hope; the simple belief that 
tomorrow will be better than today. If you 
lack hope, you probably lack purpose and 
are not motivated to improve the future.

Is the hopeful person perfect? heck no! 
They have bad days too. It’s okay to have 
bad days. The difference is in the way they 
bounce back from the bad days. They inten-
tionally work on their attitude and surround 
themselves with more positivity. We know 
we can’t be positive 100 percent of the time. 
I consider myself a generally positive, happy 
person. I’m optimistic about 87 percent of 
the time, but I take the other 13 percent and 
deal with it productively by creating, working 
out, or just going for a walk. I get the crap 
cleared out, refocus, and get back to basics.

Now let’s contrast this to the non-hopeful 
person. If we don’t have hope, we don’t have 
a purpose. The non-hopeful person thinks, 
“Why try when tomorrow is going to suck 
anyway?” Look around at your co-workers, 
friends, family, neighbors, and commu-
nity. It’s not hard to see we currently have 

a “purpose crisis” in our country. Millions 
of people woke up this morning without 
hope and didn’t know their purpose in life.

The top three reasons people lose 
hope are, you guessed it, pretty basic.
1. Lacking purpose. This happens when we 

don’t know what we’re good at, what 
our skills are, or where our strengths lay. 
We start sinking when we’re without 
purpose and not using our strengths.

2. chronic negativity. It’s easy to buy 
into these damaging lies. If our friends 
are all negative about their jobs, we’re 
more likely to be pessimistic about 
our job. It’s a simple law of osmosis. 
We become more like the people we 
spend the most time around. Nega-
tivity is a spreading disease.

3. Lack of faith. To have true hope, 
we must have a source of power 
that we believe is for us and not 
against us. We have to believe in 
something bigger than ourselves.

Most people are pandemic-exhausted 
and ready to return to normal. cOVID is 
now an endemic disease, like the flu or 
common cold. Do your best to prevent it 
and mitigate the effects of contracting it 
and move on. Discover a purpose, rebuild 
hope, and stop surrendering moments of 
your life you will never recover. It isn’t a 
“new normal” or a “return to normal;” it’s 
the new realities to which you must adjust. 
Tomorrow will be better than today if you 
start engaging once again in your life! n

“You’ve been conditioned to expect 
immediate results. Sorry, its the 
boring basics, not the quick fixes and 
gimmicks that work.” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
TO FIND OuT hOW MaTT caN heLP yOur GrOuP IMPrOVe TheIr aTTITuDes IN 

a NeGaTIVe WOrLD, caLL 563-590-9693 Or eMaIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“AS WE EMERGE FROM THE PANDEMIC, MATT’S MESSAGE ON ATTITUDE WAS A GREAT 

FIT FOR THE PLANNERS, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, AND CITY ADMINISTRATORS OF THE NORTH 

CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF ZONING OFFICIALS AT OUR ANNUAL SUMMER EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE!” 

—TROY D. POWELL, MPA, CZO, CITY OF GREENSBORO, COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DIVISION MANAGER
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Understanding  
Plant-Based  
Eating
By Hy-Vee Nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

Whether you’re an animal lover, an environmental advo-
cate, or want to live your healthiest life, plant-forward eat-
ing can give you a nutritious diet full of color and variety. 
according to recent studies, plant-based eating may lower 
cholesterol while boosting fiber. Luckily, eating more 
plants goes way beyond eating just salads and tofu. Trying 
new plant-powered products, whether raw or in new reci-
pes, can even make for a fun and rewarding family activity.

Instead of treating meat as the star of the meal, think 
of it in a supporting role. you don’t have to completely 
change what you’re eating, just make small adjustments 
over time. These swaps could be as simple as substitut-
ing beans, chickpeas, or even lentils for beef or chicken.
• What is plant-based eating? Plant-based eating is not 

a diet. Instead, it is an eating pattern with general 
guidelines. The focus is on fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains. animal proteins and dairy can be included in 
moderate amounts. unlike strict diets (vegan, keto, 
etc.) that eliminate food groups, this style of eating 
includes all of the food groups. That means you are 
less likely to have nutrient gaps because you’re not 
excluding food groups or specific types of foods.

• Why should we eat more plants? Plant-based eat-
ing patterns have shown improved health outcomes, 
including lower levels of obesity, reduced risk of 

heart disease, and lower blood pressure. also, people 
eating plant-based tend to consume fewer overall 
calories and more fiber, potassium, and vitamin c 
beneficial to heart health, digestion, and more.

• how can we incorporate more plant-based foods into 
our diet? aim for at least five servings of fruits and 
vegetables daily. Find simple and realistic ideas by 
attending one of our free Plant-based eating Virtual 
Nutrition store Tours, hosted by a hy-Vee dietitian. 
register today by visiting Hy-Vee.com/Health.

Include more plants in your diet without sacrificing 
great taste! This Vegan Lentil sloppy Joes recipe is one 
easy way to modify a family favorite meal to be more 
plant-forward while still maintaining its delicious, sloppy 
goodness. hy-vee.com/recipes-ideas/ 
recipes/vegan-lentil-sloppy-joes. n

This information is not intended as medical advice.  
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Mark My 
Words
By Bob Gelms

Joe edd Morris has written a book that I wish I had written. 
I’m sure Joe edd would have a sudden blinding headache 
at that thought. For me, The Lost Page: An Archaeologi-
cal Thriller by Joe ed Morris is about as close to perfect 
as it gets. Fascinating; likable; intelligent; fun, but serious 
when called for; and they search for the truth like a laser 
no matter where it leads. Those are character traits of 
the four main characters in addition to elements of the 
plot, and by putting likable people in mortal danger, you 
create thrills and fear, and this novel has plenty of both.

Parts of this novel read like a historical novel, a part of 
this novel reads like non-fiction, and parts of this novel 
read like history. I had to keep reminding myself that it 
Is a novel cleverly disguised. That is the mark that you 
are about to have a wonderful reading experience. It is 
evocative of real life. It is riveting, and it will make you 
think about things you never thought about—ever!

Mr. Morris has written a humdinger, something like a 
doctoral thesis that moves along at the speed of light, 
presents chills and thrills galore, puts nice folks in mortal 
danger of getting dead real fast, and does all of this for 
two couples, one in 71 aD and the other in the pres-
ent. all of this has at its center, the Gospel of Mark.

The chapters are alternated, past and present. The 
past story involves the evangelist st. Mark trying to finish 
the writing and get it copied and distributed to as many 
christian communities as possible. he is helped along 
the way by Miriam, the daughter of Peter the apostle.

The romans, fed up with all the problems in Jerusa-
lem, sent four legions of the best soldiers in the world. 
Their job was to lay siege to the city and raze it along 
with the temple. They did just that. Mark and Miriam 
stayed a half step in front of them. he and Peter’s 
daughter find an exceptionally secluded cave where he 
was able to finish his task and find a great hiding place 
for the manuscript. Mark had a problem. about half of 
the christians had a problem with the resurrection. They 
thought a bodily resurrection from the dead was not 
possible. They believed it was a spiritual resurrection. 
The other half believed it was the ultimate miracle.

In alternating chapters, Mr. Morris tells the story as it 
unfolds in the present day. a world-renowned biblical 
scholar comes across remarkable information regarding 

the handwritten copy of 
the gospel. he contacts 
two of his protégés, 
christopher Jordan, an 
archeologist, and Kath-
ryn Ferguson, an ancient 
language linguist.

he convinces them 
to trek to syria even 
though there is a war 
going on to retrieve the 
manuscript/scroll. The 
end of the story is just 
as exciting as the begin-
ning. For a while, I didn’t 
sleep and ate popcorn. This book turned me into a 
manic, page-turning psychotic. I liked this book a LOT. 
This novel is exactly what I would have written, but I 
didn’t. however, I sure am glad Mr. Morris did. really, 
don’t miss The Lost Page: An Archaeological Thriller.

Obviously, this book is about the early days of chris-
tianity. In the next issue, we will look at a book about 
what christianity has grown into. It contains a con-
versation between two of the major characters that 
is not only over the top but also completely off the 
hook. That alone makes it worth buying the book. n

scan this Qr code  
to find your  
hy-Vee dietitian
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More Snow 
Days!
By Pam Kress-Dunn

I love weather, big weather. Not precisely violent 
weather—please spare us a derecho’s devasta-
tion—but I do love the kind of weather that cancels 
school, even decades after my last master’s degree. 
snow days are the best, not for parents racing to 
arrange childcare, of course, but for kids. even 
now, when a snowfall buries the yard and house, 
my thoughts go straight to eating popcorn while 
watching a movie at home in the middle of the 
afternoon. It’s so joyfully transgressive, playing in 
the middle of a weekday. and I want more than 
snow days! Why not fog days? rain days? Tornado 
warning days? They all take me back—to childhood, 
on up to just last month. here’s my all-time-best list.

Best Fog Day: I didn’t get a day off, but my one-
mile walk to junior high was a fairy-tale adventure. 
Taking my usual route through the big field, I was 
literally lost in a cloud, forced to use three old oak 
trees as my guide. Tree one—got it. Tree two—over 
there? Tree three—oh no, am I walking in circles? 
Finally, the school door. I felt like an ancient celtic 
traveler, using magical trunks to find my way.

Best Rain Day: Thunder, lightning, great gusts 
of wind. Just me and my dog Zooey, a sweet black 
lab I roomed with during college and grad school. 
We had the whole downstairs of an old house on 
cedar rapids’ a avenue, down the street from coe. 
as it poured buckets, we had food, we had water, 
we had a sofa and blankets and the allman broth-
ers on my cheap stereo. The lights flickered, but 
the power held. and the operatic power outside—
rumbling, flashing, drenching sheets of rain—was 
magnificent. she slept; I neglected my homework.

Best Tornado Day: I was at home with my three-
year-old girl, eight months pregnant with my incom-
ing boy. Out on the eastern plains of colorado—right 
where Denver International airport (largest in the 
u.s.) now sprawls—I was nervously scanning the sky 
as the radio spit out staticky doom. This was a warn-
ing, not a watch, and I could make out more than 
one funnel forming in the coal-black clouds. When 
allison headed off with her doll, Freddie, to cower 
under the dining table, I waylaid her to run to the 
bathroom. Mother Nature hates mobile homes, even 
doublewides my own husband had anchored. (That 
was his job, “setting” mobile homes.) allie, Freddie, 
and I sat in the empty bathtub, blanketed with tow-
els. I read; she anxiously used the potty. When she 
started to sob, I told her we’d be okay, but she cried 
out, “a giant TOMaTO is coming to get us!” I rocked 
her in my arms, singing and assuring her no tomato 
was at the door. When the storm passed harmlessly, 
when we emerged to set up her dollhouse and have 
a snack, when the threat was over, then, only then, 
did I let myself laugh. but yes, honey, a giant veg-
etable falling on our house would be scary indeed.

Second Best Tornado Day: yes, I have two. 
I once spent an hour looking for my son as 

a tornado cruised down highway 20 toward 
Dubuque. Passing a young couple walking on the 
shoulder of Dodge, I located Dan and his friend 
on their bikes at blockbuster (this was long ago) 
and followed them to ross’s house. as the sky 
turned green and heavy drops of icy rain began 
to fall, I saw the couple again, walking faster, and 
pulled over to offer a ride. They piled in, explain-
ing they’d flown their own plane in for a gather-
ing—hence, no car—and tried to walk to the mall. 
I got them to their hotel and, I hoped, safety.

First Best Snow Day: back when I worked at 
Loras, the college announced plans to close the 
next day due to a dire forecast. This is the best: a 
scheduled snow day. Time to go to ace for fire logs, 
hy-Vee for snacks, blockbuster (yes, again!) for 
movies. My then-boyfriend (dumb word for some-
one in his 50s) lived part-time with a fellow psych 
professor at a condo near stonehill, so it was the 
three of us, two nice guys and me, bringing in food 
and entertainment to see us through. When the 
snow came, right on schedule and gloriously big, 
a textbook blizzard, there we were, safe and cozy 
and having a blast. a quiet blast, muffled by snow.

Second Best Snow Day (Second chronologi-
cally, not second-best): Last month we had the 
grandtwins again, no parents, just Grandma, 
Grandpa, and aunt allison. We got them early 
because a big snow was coming, doing the 
handoff with their mom in Des Moines, soon to 
be clobbered by 14 inches. The girls were thrilled 
with our own four inches, riding a plastic saucer 
we picked up at hartig, not just sliding down our 
gentle backyard slope—heavens, no—but hurtling 
over the steep rock terrace by the woods before 
we could suggest that was dangerous. When 
one girl had the sled, the other rolled over and 
over on the flatland, stopping to laugh uproari-
ously as she crossed the yard, propelled mostly 
by her high spirits. Our yard, usually a sea of 
untrodden snow, had not an inch free of foot-
prints. Jane shoveled the walk, while Vera lay 
her doll in the snow to make tiny snow angels.

My weather app has bookmarks for all my peo-
ple’s places—Davenport, council bluffs, Las cruces, 
Memphis, austin, New rochelle. I want them to be 
safe. you, too. be careful out there, but promise me 
you’ll enjoy your big Weather days to the utmost. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PaM beLIeVes ThaT IF she 

DOesN’T WrITe abOuT IT, 

IT DIDN’T haPPeN. yOu caN 

reaD aLL 300+ OF her PasT 

cOLuMNs, PLus OTher raNDOM POsTs, ON 

her bLOG aT SIEGEOFWORDS.COM.

brING IT ON!



Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

The Fly By Night Players perform “A Piece of My Heart” at the Five Flags Bijou Room Theater. The Wahlert FTC robotics team 
received the Ratheon Award at 

Regionals and are headed to State.

Kids come together to participate in the  
Paint, Plant, and Celebrate event with 
cookies and cocoa at Steve’s Ace Home 

& Garden over the weekend.

Rosie and the Rivets brought a 
throwback rock and roll show to the 
stage at the Ohnward Fine Arts Center 

in Maquoketa, Iowa!

This campy and decidedly stuffed puppet salute to the Golden Girls TV show came to the Five Flags Theater for an evening of laughs.

The creations at the 2022 Winter Arts Snow Sculpting Competition & Festival in Washington Park in downtown Dubuque were the best we’ve ever seen!

Super Bowl pizzas from Casey’s came 

to the gentlemen of the Dubuque 

Rescue Mission from Tom and Laura 

Glab’s family in memory of Tom’s 

dad. And their son bought the soda
!

97.2 FM’s Lisa Bennett saw the 

Oscar Meyer Weinermobile 
parked outside the station 

and just had to get a selife! 
Who wouldn’t!

Photo by Rob Anglin.

Paving the pedestrian tunnels 
under the train tracks at 

the Bee Branch Watershed is 
underway, connecting Heritage 
Trail to the river downtown. 

Submit your photo by using 

Some of the fun-loving generous souls who make St. Mark Youth Enrichment’s annual Ice Golf event possible. A sold-out slate of 48 teams played the game!

Convivium Urban Farmstead’s 

Souper Bowl Sunday fundraiser 

put soup made by notable local 

chefs into handmade ceramic 

bowls to raise money for St. Ste-

phen’s Food Bank and
 Convivi-

um’s Free Casserole Program.
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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saT 2/19

Family Lenten 
Activity
9:30–11 AM @ SHALOM 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

DINING ROOM

Families will create a Lenten 
family calendar to post in 
their home to help honor the 
season of Lent. With ideas 
for practicing the traditional 
pathways of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving, families 
can take simple steps to a 
meaningful Lent. RSVP. $15. 
1001 Davis St. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WeD 2/23

Sky Viewing
6 PM @ SWISS VALLEY 

NATURE CENTER 

(PEOSTA, IA)

View the stars and planets 
through telescopes and 
learn about the constel-
lations. Use the Star Lab 
Planetarium to learn more 
about our solar system. 
Space is limited. RSVP. Free. 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Thu 3/3

Preschool 
Open House
6–7 PM @ REDEEMER 

LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL

Redeemer Lutheran offers 
preschool for children ages 
3–5 years old. 2145 JFK 
Rd. 563-588-1247 x110. 
orlpreschool@gmail.com. 
orlpreschool.org.

suN 3/6

Family Nature Day: 
Going Green
NOON @ SWISS VALLEY 

NATURE CENTER 

(PEOSTA, IA)

Come out to Swiss Valley 
Nature Center for a bit’o 
green fun. Learn how to 
create sustainable items such 
as grocery bags, laundry 
soap, and more. You can also 
test your luck playing games 
made from recycled materi-
als, as well as learn about 
our green nature friends: 
trees, grasses, and flowers. 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Tue 3/8

Theisen’s Learn to 
Skate Classes
6:30–7 PM @ MYSTIQUE 

COMMUNITY ICE CENTER

Tuesdays: March 8–April 19 
at 6:30–7 p.m. or Satur-
days: March 12–April 23 at 
8:30–9 a.m. The final six 
week learn to skate session 
of the season. Come watch 
your skater build confidence, 
discipline, and courage 
as they glide through the 
levels with our professionally 
accredited Theisen’s Learn 
to Skate Program. Ages 3+. 
RSVP. $80. 1800 Admiral 
Sheehy Dr. 563-275-6576. 
dbqskating.org.

WeD 3/9

Sky Viewing
6–7:30 PM @ EB LYONS 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

View the moon, stars, and 
planets using telescopes and 
learn more about our nearest 
astronomical body—the 

moon. Space is limited. 
RSVP. Free. 8991 Bellevue 
Heights Rd. 563-556-0620. 
minesofspain.org.

saT 3/12

Irish Cinderella 
Puppet Show
11 AM & 2 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

March 12 and 19 at 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m. and March 13 and 20 at 
2 p.m. A leprechaun named 
Liam is a stand-in for the 
fairy godmother in the Fever 
River Puppeteers’ marionette 
production Irish Cinderella. 
The St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
take on the classic fairy tale 
is approximately 50 minutes 
long and is appropriate for 
all ages. Masks required. 
$5. 2130 Main St, Hazel 
Green, WI. 608-732-7129. 
hazelgreenoperahouse. 
blogspot.com.

M�e �r Y�r Fam�y!

® Spot the Difference
can you spot 10 differences in this photo of the 
coast Guard vessel Wyaconda in Dubuque’s 
Ice harbor? Photo by bob Felderman.

Spot the Difference Answers

Upcoming Family Events
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DEAR GWEN,
I’m in my last semester of college and 
I’m determined to make this last bit 
count. The majority of my collegiate 
experience has been me, alone in my 
room or the library, keeping my head 
down and doing my work. but I feel 
like I’ve really missed out on some 
of the college experience by being 
so studious. I didn’t join any groups 
or make any friends. but I’ve noticed 
there’s a group of seniors who hang 
around the coff ee shop after one of 
my morning classes, and I’m deter-
mined to become their friend, even 
just for this last semester. how can I 
make this happen? how do I get them 
to accept me so late in the game?
—yours, Lonely at Loras

DEAR LONELY AT LORAS,
you’re in luck because I have recently 
and successfully infi ltrated a private 
group, and I’ve been accepted as one 
of their own. a little background: I fl irt 
with being a vegan, like, two or three 
times a year. Will I ever become a 
vegan? No, too hard. Plus I have celiac’s, 
so being gluten-free and vegan seems 
like a level of high maintenance that 
even I might take umbrage with. Plus, 
GlutenFreeVegan666 is too long to be a 
Twitter handle, and if I chose a gluten-
free and vegan route, it would have to 
be the whole of my identity in order 
to feed myself enough to stay alive.

anyway, I do like vegan food, and I like 
having alternatives to the knee-jerk 
Midwest mindset of “meat, starch, veg-
gie” for dinner every night, and recently 
I found a vegan recipe Facebook group, 
so I decided to join and steal some of 
their recipes. clicking “join” was not 
suffi  cient for joining. Firstly, I had to 
throw away my moral compass and lie, 
saying I was a vegan, and then I had 
to fi nish the phrase “Meat is…” and 
because I was onto them, I knew the 
correct answer was “murder.” I cracked 
the code, I was in the group. and you 

know what I found out? Vegans eat 
a ton of baked beans. sure there are 
some fancy, time-consuming recipes 
available, but for quick meals, they 
eat baked beans. baked beans.

and stay with me here, but baked beans 
are kinda meat. I’ll say that again: baked 
beans are meat to me. Would you like 
me to explain that further? I will not 
be doing that. The girls that get it, get 
it. and the girls that don’t, don’t. and 
apparently, none of my friends are the 
girls that get it. so I tried my ex-hus-
band. I sent him a text, saying, “Vegans 
eat baked beans. but baked beans are 
kinda meat.” and he told me, in less 
words, that I am incorrect and actually 
that I am fundamentally fl awed as a per-
son. so I said it again, “baked beans are 
meat, no off ense.” and then he agreed 
with me and ended the conversation.

This is unrelated, but there was some 
drama in the vegan recipe Facebook 
group because a guy posted a pic-
ture of vegan pho he had made and 
when everyone asked for the recipe, 
he said it took him three years to 
perfect, so he didn’t feel comfort-
able sharing it. and the vegan recipe 
Facebook group was fi lled with 
unbridled rage for 24–48 hours. The 
highlight of my week, honestly.

as for your question, all you need 
to do to be accepted by the morn-
ing coff ee shop seniors is to become 
them. speak their language. Infi ltrate. 
but I will warn you that once you 
enter the fold, you may be surprised 
at what you fi nd. baked beans, etc.
—xoxo Gwen

GWEN BEATTY
GWeN beaTTy Is a sOrOrITy DrOPOuT aND 

crybaby, reaDy aND WILLING TO bOss yOu 

arOuND. IF yOu WaNT TO TeLL her she’s 

PreTTy, eMaIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

here’s the thing, though: If all 
the world’s a stage, then stage diving is 
a metaphor for some really dark stuff.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

That actor you’re think-
ing of is Jack conley. he’s been in just 
about everything at some point.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

There are many paths 
you’re missing out on. but then 
again, there’s cycles you’ve never 
used on your washing machine, 
and your clothes still get clean.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

This week you’ll want to mind 
your own beeswax. In fact, if I were you, 
I’d stay away from candles all together.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

considering the disparity in 
how you treat your pets compared to 
how you treat yourself, the next stray 
you decide to take in… should be yOu. 
Or maybe just adopt yourself from the 
Dubuque regional humane society.

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

If you want to get ahead 
in this world, you need to cut down 
on luxuries you can ill afford. Like 
morality. Or concern for others.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

at this point, with pop 
culture being the altar at which we 
all worship, “I’m George. George 
McFly. I’m your density.” is actually 
a pretty awesome pick-up line.

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

It’s probably time you 
finally gave your presidential elec-
tion concession speech.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

you don’t have to put-
out if you don’t want to. but when 
you see who’s about to enter your 
life… you’re going to want to.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

The fact that our democracy 
has lasted this long is actually pretty 
astounding considering just a handful 
of us can’t even decide where to eat.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

you can make yourself seem 
smarter if you follow up all the foolish 
thoughts you share with, “I guess that 
was just a bit too conceptual for you.”

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

The cosmos doesn’t 
have much feedback for you right 
now, actually. Things seem to be 
going great as far as it’s heard. Just 
keep up what you’re doing, and 
we’ll circle back in a few weeks.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

Those who say there’s no 
such thing as too much knowledge 
never walked in on parents quite 
as kinky as yours. and you know 
what? Good for your parents!

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DaNNy FaIrchILD Is The ONLy ThING 

sTaNDING beTWeeN us aND The ceLesTIaL 

bODIes ThaT WOuLD DesTrOy us aLL. 

KIND OF LIKe The MOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

yOu caN ThaNK hIM by eMaILING hIM 

aT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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