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400 issues of 365ink! That’s the milestone 
we hit today. Pretty sweet, if I do say so 
myself. That’s tens of thousands of events 
and live music shows in somewhere around 
16,000 pages of content for you, for free 
since april of 2006. and not a typo in 
the whole lot! (regular readers are suf-
fering medical issues from over-strained 
eye rolls right now.) yeah, we’ve been 
around since 2000, but the 365ink ban-
ner began in print on april 6, 2006. What 
transpired prior to that shall henceforth be 
referred to only as “the dark times.” ;)

Can you believe that years of avoiding 
getting a real job could turn into this? I’m 
ruined from ever getting up before 8 a.m. 
on a regular basis ever again. and I’ve thus 
also doomed Kristina nesteby to the same 
fate. she does not tend to complain much, 
though. We both try to roll into the office 
by lunchtime. I mean, you gotta have goals, 
right? Then again, oftentimes when you are 
fast asleep, you could still find Kristina up, 
plugging away at the next issue. Or playing 
with her cat. One or the other. (Or both?)

How many hours have you spent with 
your nose buried in an issue of 365ink? 
How long have you slaved over our cross-
words? Just think, how many hours of 
work have you been paid to do since 
2006, when you were actually reading 
365ink instead? you are WeLCOMe!

but, seriously, how many events and 
experiences have you had in Dubuque 
and the Tri-state area because you saw it 
in 365ink? My favorite thing to hear, and I 
hear it a lot, is when people tell me things 
like, “We plan our weekends around it, it’s 
our bible.” sorry to the pious folks, they 
don’t mean it in blasphemy. Well, maybe 
some do, but generally I think it’s a compli-
ment. I love when people stop me when I’m 
dropping off papers to get one fresh out 
of the bundle. yes, I’m almost 50 and still 
deliver some of my own papers. It keeps 
me humble. That and I’m a cheap bastard!

I love seeing racks empty after just a 
couple days of a new issue have passed and 
needing a refill. If you think we should be 
somewhere where we are not yet, where 
we’d go through 50 copies, by all means, 
let me know (bryce@dubuque365.com).

The friends and relationships that I/we 
have created in this time are amazing and 
diverse. The contributors who help us make 
365ink every issue are so appreciated. The 
talented photographers like bob Felderman, 
ron and Jennifer Tigges, steven schleun-
ing, and Dave Haas who let us benefit 
from their skills by sharing their images 
with the community are pure gold. I don’t 
know where they get the energy to go out 
and shoot, and shoot for the love of it.

We were looking at doing a big party for 
issue #365 of 365ink a while back. Well, as 
fate would have it, that was our last published 

issue for some time, as COVID literally shut 
our doors along with so many others for a 
few months. after 365 issues, I don’t mind 
saying that I did not begrudge a few weeks 
of doing almost nothing, sequestered in my 
home. It was kind of a nice break, even if it 
was for the worst possible reason. but, even-
tually, being able to come back again was a 
blessing, and being able to be a conduit to 
help other businesses spring back as well felt 
very good. That’s what we’re supposed to 
be here for. Heck, having a reason to put on 
pants and leave the house again felt good.

Looking back at all the people who have 
helped make 365ink over time, it’s a small 
but distinguished number of faces who 
have come and gone over the years. a few, 
like Mike Ironside, we lost despite every 
fervent wish otherwise. We miss him and 
always will. He joins my dad, one of our 
first delivery people and the guy who made 
us a lot of wood distribution racks back in 
the early days. and there was Trixie Kitsch, 
who could not be summed up in a book let 
alone a sentence. They are forever 365ers.

Then there’s brad, ralph, Tim, Tanya, 
Kelli, ellen, Jim, Charlie, ryan, neil, 
Kay, Julie, Wando, Lisa, JJ, and any-
one I forgot. They were once on the 
team and are always in the family.

and those who are still actively on the 
team. none more than Kristina nesteby, 
who is my right and sometimes my left 
hand, and in all ways more talented than 
me. Our writers, Matt, Pam, bob, Gwen, 
Danny, sunil, sara, and other contributors. 
even Tim is pitching in again! Lisa steven-
son, who helps me service so many of our 
incredible advertising partners. and our 
crew of delivery drivers, most of whom are 
retired and help out because they are my 
friends and are likely a little bored. either 
way, I do not take it for granted. Thank 
you to Paul and sandy, rich and Margie, 
Gil, Michael, steve, amanda, and John.

Who knows what’s next for 365ink? Hope-
fully more of the same and a little something 
new. If there are things you’d like to see in 
these pages, I’d be happy to hear about it. 
and times change. What we need to be for 
our community changes, and your voice 
tells us when that happens. so far, thank 
heavens, you seem to still like picking up an 
actual printed publication and holding it in 
your hands, and nearly 10,000 of you do that 
every two weeks. That’s awesome. We’re 
thrilled you’re here. excuse the typos! n
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Dubuque Fighting Saints Hockey
VS GREEN BAY GAMBLERS: SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 @ 7:05 PM
VS DES MOINES BUCCANEERS: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
The Dubuque Fighting saints head 
to the Mystique Community Ice Cen-
ter for another season of hockey.

The saints take on the Green bay 
Gamblers on Jan. 22, and it’s Cuffs & 
Hoses night. The first 1,000 fans will 
receive a special commemorative flag.

Then, the Des Moines buccaneers 
head to Our House on Feb. 5, and it’s 
Clear The List night. Fans are invited to 
help underserved schools in the area by 
clearing teachers’ lists. Donate school 

supplies and help our local teach-
ers out. sponsored by rainbo Oil.

On the heels of making the Clark Cup 
Playoffs for the 10th consecutive season, 
the Dubuque Fighting saints look to 
extend that streak to 11. The 10 consecu-
tive playoff appearances remain far-and-
away the longest streak in the usHL.

Call 563-583-6880 or visit 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com 
for tickets, the full season sched-
ule, and more information. n

VERLO WINTER COMEDY SERIES

Mike Armstrong
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
The Verlo Mattress Winter Comedy 
series returns to the historic Five Flags 
Theater. The series began in 2020 
and featured a half-dozen regionally 
and nationally known comedians. The 
2021–2022 edition of the series contin-
ues on saturday, Jan. 22 at 8 p.m. with 
a performance by Mike armstrong.

a former police officer known as the 
quintessential southern Gentleman, 
armstrong has made regular appear-
ances on the nationally syndicated 
The Bob & Tom Show radio show.

Mike has also appeared on HbO, 
Comedy Central, Fox, and CMT as well 
as opening for major musical acts such 
as Michael bublé, alan Jackson, Tracy 
Lawrence, and David allan Coe… just 
to name a few. In addition, Mike was a 
consultant and actor on the hit show 
America’s Dumbest Criminals and has 
made cameo appearances in shows such 
as Xena: Warrior Princess and Vice.

One of the most iconic themes of 
Mike’s shows is that they are family-
friendly—meaning he does not cuss, 
is not vulgar, and does not talk about 

politics or sex. His shows are full of 
hilarious real-life stories of family life, 
police life, and just plain living.

Catch the remaining performances 
with Mike & Mike show (Mike Mercury and 
Mike Marvell) on Feb. 4, ben ulin with 
Jen Kuhle on March 5, and a comedian 
yet to be announced on april 16.

Tickets are $24.25 for reserved 
seats and $40.25 for box seats. all 
tickets increase by $5 on the day of 
the performance. Tickets can be pur-
chased at Ticketmaster.com and Five 
Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

EvEnts
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THu 1/20

The Choir of Man
7:30 PM @ FIVE 

FLAGS THEATER

It’s a party. It’s a concert. It’s 
the best pub “lock-in” you’ve 
ever been to. Featuring pop, 
classic rock, folk, Broadway 
and pub tunes. A multi-tal-
ented cast of nine handsome 
guys combines hair-raising 
harmonies, foot-stomping 
singalongs, world-class tap 
dance, and poetic meditations 
on the power of community in 
this riotously enjoyable hom-
age to that gathering place 
we’ve all missed so much over 
the last two years: your local 
pub. With a real working bar 
on stage, come ready to drink 
in the action. The first round’s 
on the house! 405 Main St. 
$42–$82. 563-589-4254. 
FiveFlagsCenter.com.

FrI 1/21

Illuminate the Night 
Hike
6 PM @ FINLEY’S LANDING 

PARK (SHERRILL, IA)

Discover the wonder of the 
winter nighttime forest on 
a self-led hike along the 
candle-lit trails. Enjoy the 
mysteries of the night as 
you wander through the 
woods and around the creek. 
Pull on your winter gear 
and pack some hot cocoa. 
It is suggested to wear 
sturdy boots or snowshoes 
depending on snow depth 
and possibly bring a sled to 
pull along children. Dogs are 
allowed on leash. Parking 
is limited. RSVP required. 
24709 Finleys Landing Rd, 
Sherrill, IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

saT 1/22

Organizing Past, 
Present, and Future 
Items with Jessi 
Bushman
1 PM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AND VIRTUAL

Jessi Bushman recently 
launched her own busi-
ness as Organizer Jessi, LLC 
with more than 20 years of 
experience in organization 
methods and coaching. Her 
presentation will help you 
consider daily lifestyle habits 
that encourage downsiz-
ing items from the past, 
looking at what is neces-
sary for the present, and 
preparing for the future. 
RSVP. Free. 360 W 11th St.
563-589-4225 x2224. 
carnegiestout.org.

Luminaria Walk
6–8 PM @ CASPER BLUFF 

LAND AND WATER 

RESERVE (GALENA, IL)

Experience the preserve and 
the adjacent Casper Creek 
Natural Cemetery after dark. 
Luminarias will light the trails 
leading to the Thunderbird 
effigy mound, the Galena 
Rotary Pavilion, and through 
the natural cemetery. There 
will also be several com-
munal bonfires burning to 
keep you warm. Free. 870 
S. Pilot Knob Rd, Galena, IL. 
815-858-9100. jdcf.org.

sun 1/23

Dubuque Camera 
Club Presentation
1:30–2:30 PM @ DUBUQUE 

MUSEUM OF ART

Dubuque Camera Club 
members Bob Felderman, 
Ronald Tigges, and Stephonie 
Schmitz present a program 
about photojournalism and 
the use of the camera from 
the Civil War through the 

Vietnam War—the era when 
the Rolleiflex, 35mm, Leica, 
Nikon, and Canon cameras 
were introduced. Dubuque 
Camera Club members will 
also discuss their exhibition, 
The Trees. Free with Museum 
admission. 701 Main St. 
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

From the Battlefront 
to the Homefront 
Lecture
2:30 PM @ DUBUQUE 

MUSEUM OF ART

Author, historian, and broad-
caster Jeff Stein presents the 
story of Iowa journalists who 
covered conflicts from World 
War II to the Gulf War. This 
talk is made possible by the 
Humanities Iowa Speakers 
Bureau. Free with Museum 
admission. 701 Main St. 
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

MOn 1/24

John McGivern’s Main 
Streets Preview Party
7 PM @ UD HERITAGE CENTER

After a preview of John 
McGivern’s Main Streets, 
McGivern will give a brief 
talk and then take ques-
tions. Charles Barland, DMA, 
university organist and 
professor of music, will play 
the John and Alice Butler 
Pipe Organ from 6:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m. as patrons enter Butler 
Hall. John McGivern’s Main 
Streets debuts this month 
and will showcase 13 destina-
tions throughout Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 
The Dubuque episode will 
air at 10 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 
30, on Fox 28 out of Cedar 
Rapids, IA. Doors open at 
6 p.m. Free. 2255 Bennett St. 
563-585-sHOW. dbq.edu.
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Teddy Swims
TOUGH LOVE WORLD TOUR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 @ 8 PM
CLARKE UNIVERSITY TERENCE 
DONAGHOE HALL (1550 CLARKE DR)
Clarke university welcomes singer Teddy 
swims to Terence Donaghoe Hall as part of 
his Tough Love World Tour. The live show 
on Thursday, Jan. 27 at 8 p.m. serves as 
a kickoff to an exciting spring of arts at 
Clarke events. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Teddy swims, also known as Jaten 
Dimsdale, has built his career in the 
thriving music scene of atlanta, Ga and 
has fashioned a show-stopping signature 
style that blends soul, r&b, rock, and 
hip-hop. He reached new audiences and 
fame in 2021 by broadcasting covers from 
a bedroom/studio, racking up millions of 
views of both original songs and covers.

During this time, he went from sing-
ing to a smartphone camera to ser-
enading america on The Kelly Clarkson 
Show and The Late Show with Stephen 
Colbert. Rolling Stone also named him 
a 2021 “artist to Watch.” after conclud-
ing a tour as the opening act for the 
Zac brown band, swims is headlin-
ing his own string of shows to pro-
mote his 2021 debut eP, Unlearning.

“I want my music to touch as many emo-
tions as it can,” swims said of his shows. 
“I hope I can fully capture the human 
experience. I’m still just the same little 
anxiety-riddled chubby kid with a dream 
to be the biggest superstar in the world.”

For the safety of all in attendance, 
Clarke university requires that a mask 
be worn while indoors. Tickets are 
$15. For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit clarke.edu/teddyswims. n

Lori Gravel and 
the Timber City 
Ramblers
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
Lori Gravel and the Timber City 
ramblers take the Ohnward Fine 
arts Center stage in Maquoketa, Ia 
on saturday, Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. This 
show is a fundraiser for Ohnward.

This group made up of local musicians 
will be playing all of your favorite songs 
from Loretta Lynn, emmy Lou Harris, 

Patsy Cline, Linda rondstadt and many 
more! songs you may not have heard in a 
while and didn’t know you were missing.

Featuring Lori Gravel on lead vocals, 
Curt Lichter on drums, Mark Lyon on 
bass guitar, Danny Parker on lead 
guitar, Mark Oberfell on stringed instru-
ments, and shawn Vazquez on piano. 
Lori recently portrayed Patsy Cline in 
the Cash and Cline show held last June 
at the Ohnward Fine arts Center

Tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at the 
door for adults and $13 in advance or $15 
at the door for students. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Ohnward Fine arts Cen-
ter box office, by calling 563-652-9815, 
or at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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Tue 1/25

Heather Gudenkauf 
Book Signing: The 
Overnight Guest
4:30–6 PM @ RIVER 

LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

Known for her small-town 
thrillers, the New York Times
best-selling Gudenkauf 
releases her newest novel, 
The Overnight Guest. 
Gudenkauf takes us farther 
afi eld, with true-crime writer 
Wylie Lark snowbound in a 
remote farmhouse where two 
people were murdered and 
a little girl vanished. Then 
she discovers a shivering 
child outside her door and 
gets the distinct feeling that 
she is being watched. 1098 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
RiverLights.com.

THu 1/27

JanFanCon: Fandom 
Creatives Panel
6:30 PM @ VIRTUAL

Spend an evening with three 
experienced local fandom 
creatives, learning about 
the nerdy art of fanfi ction, 
fan art, and cosplay. Q&A 
follows. Panels include: 
MixMedia Mae, a Legend of 
Zelda cosplayer and cosplay 
photographer; Adam Laurit-
sen, a fan artist for Marvel, 
Harry Potter, Super Mario, 
Pokémon, and more; and 
Kayla Ferguson, a fanfi ction 
writer for Lord of the Rings, 
Star Trek, The Chronicles of 
Narnia, and more. RSVP. Free. 
carnegiestout.org/
janfancon2022.

FrI 1/28

Puzzle Swap
9 AM–8 PM @ RIVER 

LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

Jan. 28 at 9 a.m.–8 p.m. 
and Jan. 29 and 30 at 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. Bring your 
old puzzles to River Lights, 
and purchase any other 
used puzzle for just $1 (limit 
5). River Lights will match 
every dollar with all proceeds 
going to charity. Plus all new 
puzzles are 25 percent off ! 
1098 Main St. 563-556-4391. 
riverlights.com.

saT 1/29

Basics of Gardening 
Class
9–10:30 AM @ CONVIVIUM 

URBAN FARMSTEAD

AJ, Convivium’s Farm Man-
ager, will take you through 
the why, what, where and 
most importantly the how 
of gardening. Learn about 
seed selection and starting, 
about what to take into 
consideration when picking 
the location of your garden, 
and how to make a plan. You 
will also learn about diff erent 
bed options, garden mainte-
nance, and how to harvest. 
Join and walk away with the 
knowledge and confi dence 
to fi nally start growing this 
upcoming season! $15. 2811 
Jackson St. 563-557-2900. 
facebook.com/Convivium
UrbanFarmstead.

JanFanCon: Harry 
Potter Escape Room
9:30 AM @ DBQ COUNTY 

LIBRARY EPWORTH 

(EPWORTH, IA)

1:30 PM @ DBQ COUNTY 

LIBRARY ASBURY 

(ASBURY, IA)

Discover the secrets and 
mysteries of Hogwarts at this 
Harry Potter-themed escape 
room! Search for clues, crack 
codes, and use a little fandom 
knowledge to solve the mys-
tery before your time runs 
out. JanFanCon is a month-
long, all-ages celebration 
of science fi ction, fantasy, 
tabletop games, anime, and 
more. RSVP. 563-582-0008. 
carnegiestout.org/
janfancon2022.

Food For Thought: 
Tips & Tricks 
for Starting a 
Farmers’ Market
11 AM @ DUBUQUE WINTER 

FARMERS MARKET

Have you ever wondered what 
goes into putting on a farm-
ers’ market? Danielle Stowell, 
co-founder of Dubuque’s Mill-
work Night Market and Winter 
Farmers’ Market manager, 
shares the behind-the-scenes 
planning details and questions 
you should ask yourself if 
you’re thinking about starting 
a new farmers’ market in your 
community. Free. 555 JFK Rd. 
wintermarketdbq.com/
speakerseries.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL eVenT LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Thomas D. 
Mangelsen— 
A Life in The 
Wild Exhibit
FEBRUARY 5, 2022–FEBRUARY 1, 2023
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM 
& AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
Forty classic photographs by Thomas 
D. Mangelsen, photographs which the 
renowned photographer himself refers 
to as his legacy photographs, have been 
personally selected for a retrospec-
tive traveling museum exhibition that 
launched in 2018 and is touring nation-
wide. The exhibition titled Thomas D. 
Mangelsen—A Life in The Wild is sched-
uled for display at the national Missis-
sippi river Museum & aquarium from 
Feb. 5, 2022, through Feb. 1, 2023.

Photographs included in the retrospec-
tive include “Polar Dance” from 1989, 
which features two polar bears appearing 
to dance; “Mountain Outlaw” from 2014 
portraying a grizzly bear charging head 
on through the snow; and from 1988, 
“Catch of the Day,” which captures the 
exact moment that a spawning salmon, 
trying to leap over a waterfall along 
alaska’s brooks river, soars right into the 
waiting jaws of a massive brown bear.

One of the most prolific nature photog-
raphers of our time, Thomas Mangelsen 
has been described as a spiritual descen-
dant of pioneering american nature 
photographers ansel adams, eliot Porter, 
and edward Weston. bill allen, the now 

retired editor-in-Chief of national Geo-
graphic, considers Mangelsen to be one of 
the most important nature photographers 
of his generation. In addition, he is as 
much a conservationist as he is an artist.

Mangelsen was named the 2011 
Conservation Photographer of the year 
by nature’s best Photography, placing 
his work in the permanent collection 
at the smithsonian’s national Museum 
of natural History in Washington, D.C. 
He was named one of the 40 Most 
Influential nature Photographers by 
Outdoor Photography, and one of the 
100 Most Important People in Photogra-
phy by american Photo magazine. The 
north american nature Photography 
association has named him Outstand-
ing nature Photographer of the year; 
while the british broadcasting Corpo-
ration gave him its prestigious award, 
Wildlife Photographer of the year.

For more information, call the 
national Mississippi river Museum & 
aquarium at 563-557-9545 or visit 
rivermuseum.com/A-Life-In-The-Wild. n

That Golden 
Girls Show!
A PUPPET PARODY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
Fans of the classic TV comedy The 
Golden Girls are in for a special treat! 
That Golden Girls show!—a Puppet 
Parody brings Miami to the Five Flags 
Theater on saturday, Feb. 5 at 7:30 p.m.

That Golden Girls Show! is a brand-
new show that parodies classic Golden 
Girls moments—with puppets! Get set 
for an evening of cheesecake, laughter, 
Jazzercise, shoulder pads, sex, and the 
elegant art of the quick-witted put down.

From sophia’s get-rich-quick schemes, 
to rose’s tales from st. Olaf, blanche’s 
insatiable hunt for men and the Fountain of 
youth, and Dorothy’s daily struggle to make 
sense of her life. Devoted fans will fondly 
remember our four girls from Miami, and for 

the first-timers, this will be a joyful introduc-
tion to the brilliance of that television series.

Tickets are $29–$69 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and 
Five Flags Center box office. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

“CaTCH OF THe Day” by THOMas D. ManGeLsen
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events

SUNDAY

Arcade Meetup 
LGBTQ+ Social
3RD SUN @ 4:45–6:45 PM

BACKPOCKET DUBUQUE

Gathering for LGBTQ+ com-
munity and allies. All ages. 
333 E 10th St. facebook.com/ 
DubuqueLGBtQ.

MONDAY

Social Connections 
for Singles Euchre
MON @ 6:15 PM

DENNY’S LUX CLUB

3050 Asbury Rd. 815-297-3308.

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
3RD MON @ 6:30–8 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (ASBURY, IA)

Cultivate a community 
in Dubuque who is good 

without God. Free. 5290 
Grand Meadow Dr, Asbury, 
IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists..

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
1ST TUE & SAT @ 10 AM

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Discover the ABCs of the world 
through hands-on and active 
activities. Ages 2–5 with par-
ent/caregiver. $10 non-mem-
bers; $8 members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

MFC Teen Nights
TUE @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Teens can enjoy dinner and 
activities in a fun environ-
ment. Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

Faith Writers Group
3RD TUE @ 6:30–8 PM

ONLINE

Share up to two pages of 
writing with an opportunity 
for feedback and critique 

from other members. 
Free. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WEDNESDAY

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED  

@ 5:30 PM

CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Develop the skills to give 
an organized, dynamic, and 
interesting presentation while 
also building your confidence. 
Ages 18+. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Green Drinks
2ND WED @ 6 PM

SMOKESTACK

Have a drink with environ-
mentally-minded friends and 
discuss local issues concern-
ing global environmental 
challenges with grassroots 
advocacy, collaborative actions, 
and science-based resources. 
Sponsored by Green Dubuque. 
62 E 7th St. GreenDubuque.org.

SheUnites
3RD WED @ 6–7:30 PM

7 HILLS EVENT CENTER

An inclusive women’s 
group working to connect 
women through education, 
philanthropy, and mutual 
support. Free. 1098 Jackson 
St. sheUnitesIowa.com.

FRIDAY

Social Connections for 
Singles Meet & Greet
FRI @ 5–7 PM

SHOT TOWER INN

390 Locust St. 563-845-0070.

SATURDAY

Platteville Winter 
Farmer’s Market
1ST & 3RD SAT THROUGH 

APR 30 @ 8 AM-NOON

ROUNTREE GALLERY 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Find homegrown and 
handmade products from 
fresh produce and prepared 
food to art and crochet 
blankets. 120 W Main St, Plat-
teville, WI. 608-218-4374. 

PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

Dubuque Winter 
Farmers Market
SAT THROUGH APR 30  

@ 9 AM–NOON

KENNEDY MALL WEST 

CONCOURSE

Regional vendors offer sea-
sonal produce, eggs, meats, 
cheeses, honey, maple syrup, 
starter plants, herbs, baked 
goods, and more. 555 JFK 
Rd. WinterMarketDbq.com.

Lollipops & Music for 
Our Preschoolers
2ND SAT THROUGH APRIL  

@ 10–10:30 AM

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Performers presents a mini-
concert introducing children to 
a variety of musical styles and 
instruments. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nIsOM.com.

Driftless Poets 
Monthly Workshop
2ND SAT @ 2–4 PM

ONLINE

Local and aspiring poets are 
invited to provide support 
and encouragement for poets 
seeking honest feedback on 
their work. Submit work one 
week in advance to receive 
feedback and critique. 
RSVP. 608-987-3292. 
driftlesspoets.com.

Free Salsa/Bachata 
Dance Lesson
3RD SAT @ 8:30 PM

SMOKESTACK

Adam’s Dance Connection 
hosts a free salsa/bachata 
dance lesson before Latin 
rave night with DJ Papi. 
No partner needed. No 
experience necessary. 62 
East 7th St. 563-845-9729. 
akiefferdance@yahoo.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
DO yOu HaVe a TrI-sTaTe eVenT THaT yOu’D LIKe TO 

sHare WITH Our reaDers? LeT us KnOW WHaT’s 

GOInG On by senDInG us yOur InFOrMaTIOn!

eMaIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
OnLIne subMIssIOn: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
OPERATION FORTUNE: 
RUSE DE GUERRE (R)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21

Super spy Orson Fortune (Jason 
Statham) must track down and 
stop the sale of a deadly new 
weapons technology wielded 
by billionaire arms broker Greg Simmonds (Hugh 
Grant). Reluctantly teamed with some of the 
world’s best operatives (Aubrey Plaza, Cary Elwes, 
Bugzy Malone), Fortune and his crew recruit 
Hollywood’s biggest movie star Danny Francesco 
(Josh Hartnett) to help them on their globe-
trotting mission to save the world.

TIGER RISING (PG)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21

When 12-year-old Rob Horton 
(Christian Convery) discovers a 
caged tiger in the woods near 
his home, his life begins to 
change in the most unexpected 
ways. With the help of a wise and mysterious 
maid, Willie May (Queen Latifah), and the stubborn 
new girl in school, (Madalen Mills), he navigates 
through childhood memories, heartache, and 
wondrous adventures in this adaptation of the NYT
best-selling book by Kate DiCamillo.

THE KING’S 
DAUGHTER (PG)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21

Known as The Sun King, Louis 
XIV (Pierce Brosnan) is the most 
powerful and infl uential 
monarch on the planet. 
Obsessed with his own mortality and the future of 
France, Louis turns to his spiritual advisor, Père La 
Chaise (William Hurt), and the royal physician to 
help him obtain the key to immortality. Believing a 
mermaid (Fan Bingbing) contains a force that 
grants everlasting life, Louis commissions a sea 
captain to capture the mystical creature.

CYRANO (PG-13)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28

Re-imagining the timeless tale 
of a heartbreaking love triangle. 
Cyrano de Bergerac (Peter 
Dinklage) dazzles whether with 
ferocious wordplay at a verbal 
joust or with brilliant swordplay in a duel. But, con-
vinced that his appearance renders him unworthy 
of the love of a devoted friend, Roxanne (Haley 
Bennett), Cyrano has yet to declare his feelings for 
her—and Roxanne has fallen in love with Christian.

Movie Buzz
A remake of The Raid
is in development 
from director Patrick 
Hughes (Expendables 
3, The Hitman’s 
Bodyguard) with Michael Bay and original director 
Gareth Evans producing for Netfl ix. The 
now-classic Indonesian action fi lm from 2011 is 
known for its kinetic, violent, and fast-paced 
action with a focus on the Indonesian martial art 
style known as Pencak Silat. Gareth Evans directed 
the fi lm and the sequel, The Raid II, which debuted 
in 2014 to similar acclaim. A third fi lm was 
discussed but never moved forward. The 
reimagining is said to take place in “Philadelphia’s 
drug-infested ‘Badlands’” where “an elite 
undercover DEA task force climb a ladder of cartel 
informants to catch an elusive kingpin.”

The decision to 
release the animated 
Pixar fi lm Turning Red
straight to Disney+ 
instead of theaters 
has left many Pixar employees shocked and 
disappointed, according to inside reports. The 
latest Pixar fi lm centers on a 13-year-old girl 
named Meilin “Mei” Lee who discovers she 
transforms into a giant red panda whenever she 
gets too excited or stressed. The fi lm, alongside 
the Toy Story spin-off , Lightyear, was one of two 
Pixar fi lms set to be released in theaters in 2022. 
This is the third Pixar fi lm in a row to skip 
theaters, after Soul and Luca, and Onward had its 
theatrical window shortened. Sending them to 
Disney+ for no additional cost while other fi lms 
like Raya and the Last Dragon, Black Widow, and 
Cruella were put under the $29.99 Premier 
Access feature as well as playing in theaters, left 
many Pixar employees feeling demoralized. 
Lightyear is still set for release in June 2022.

Richard Ayoade 
and Rupert Friend 
are the latest actors 
to join the cast of 
Wes Anderson’s 
next project, The Wonderful Story of Henry 
Sugar and Six More, joining Benedict Cum-
berbatch, Ralph Fiennes, Dev Patel, and Ben 
Kingsley. It is based on short stories by Roald 
Dahl (James and the Giant Peach, Fantastic Mr. 
Fox). Netfl ix recently acquired the entirety of 
Dahl’s story catalog and, as a result of its solid 
relationship with the Dahl estate, holds the 
distribution rights for the fi lm adaptation.



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #400 January 20–February 2, 2022 365INK MAGAZINE  11

First Fridays
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO &  
GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series, hosted by gal-
leries, museums, and venues, celebrating 

Dubuque’s great visual arts scene. Visit 
all of the locations and celebrate our 
creative community. all stops are free.

stoned art studio & Gallery features 
Mississippi Valley and Driftless photog-
raphy of artist Henry Matthiessen III. 
stop by, talk art, talk photography, talk 
Driftless. refreshments will be served. n

Readings Under 
the Influence: 
Rebirth
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 @ 7–10 PM
ESTHER’S LOUNGE (123 MAIN ST)
your favorite interactive anti-open mic night, 
readings under the Influence (ruI), returns 
on Tuesday, Jan. 25 from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
esther's Lounge. The first theme is rebirth.

For this first January installment, ruI 
welcomes back veteran ruIers Caseth e. 
Joint, nacole Meyer, and Jonathan Lance 
eagle to kick off the new season as the 
featured wordsmiths. Jon is on double 
duty as guest co-host, joining ruI host 
Kristina Marie Castañeda. Local song-
stress Hannah Hedley closes out the night 
with her music. In between the bookend 
performers, prepare for nerdy, wordy 
trivia outbursts and a shots-infused, 
volunteer-ish audience participation liter-
ary game (ripe with the infamous “burden 
Prizes”). Corral your inspired mine in 
the writer’s corner, and enjoy snacks.

ruI is different every time. sometimes 
it’s edgy, sometimes sweet, sometimes 
controversial, sometimes downright 
vicious, but always artful. In the past, 
there have been multimedia displays, live 
painters, and dancers, all as accompani-
ment to the readers sharing their original 
work. The common thread is art, art, and 
art, in all of its wondrous manifestations.

save the dates for future ruIs: 
april 25, aug. 30, and Oct. 26. ruI is 
free to attend. For more information, 
visit facebook.com/RUIDBQ. n

FLY-BY-NIGHT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

A Piece of 
My Heart
JANUARY 28 AND 29 &  
FEBRUARY 4 AND 5 @ 7:30 PM
JANUARY 30 @ 2 PM
FIVE FLAGS CENTER BIJOU ROOM  
(405 MAIN ST)
Join Fly-by-night Productions 
(FbnP) for their presentation of 
shirely Lauro’s A Piece of My Heart 
on Jan. 28 and 29 and Feb. 4 and 5 
at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 30 at 2 p.m. at 
the Five Flags Center bijou room.

From the women’s point of view, six 
women share their true stories before, 
during, and after serving in the Viet-
nam War. The stories haunt, and the 
memories are vivid, as the women 
struggle to make sense of the war that 
irrevocably changed them. Mature for 
content and language. Talk back ses-
sions with the cast and director follow 
the performances on Jan. 28 and Feb. 4.

This production is presented in 
partnership with the Dubuque Museum 

of art’s exhibition Vietnam: The Real 
War, on display through Feb. 6.

Masks are required. seating capac-
ity in The bijou room will accom-
modate social distancing.

Tickets are $20 and can be pur-
chased at Ticketmaster.com, the Five 
Flags Center box office, and at the 
door one hour before showtime. For 
more information, call 563-599-9486 
or visit FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

JULIEN DUBUQUE INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL WINTER FILM SERIES

Shadows of 
the Valley
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 @ 7 PM
HOTEL JULIEN DUBUQUE GRANDE 
BALLROOM (200 MAIN ST)
The Julien Dubuque International Film 
Festival’s annual Winter Film series 
makes its return on Thursday, Jan. 27 
with a screening of the film Shadows 
of the Valley. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the film begins at 7 p.m. in Hotel 
Julien Dubuque’s Grande ballroom.

The documentary follows a mission-
ary who is building an orphanage in the 
Valley of Juarez. as cartel wars erupt, he 
finds himself on a drug lord’s hit list—forc-
ing him to choose safety or sacrifice.

“This is one of those films that really 
sticks with you,” said susan Gor-
rell, executive director of the Julien 
Dubuque International Film Festival. 
“It shows humanity among such hor-
rors. you don’t want to miss it.”

Produced and directed by first-
time filmmaker Josh Webb, Shadows 
of the Valley made its world premiere 
as a 2021 JDIFF Official selection.

Voted one of the top 50 film festi-
vals worth the entry fee by MovieMaker 
Magazine, the 11th annual Julien Dubuque 
International Film Festival is set for 
april 20–24, in downtown Dubuque.

The Winter Film series is free, and 
no ticket is required. For more infor-
mation, visitjulienfilmfest.com. n

ARts
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says Jacobson. “I can’t speak highly enough 
about their organization and commitment 
to our survival. Their efforts expanded well 
beyond the local Dubuque community and 
helped to save the entire theatrical industry 
across the country. Our cinema trade orga-
nization, The national association of Theatre 
Owners, was focused on our joint efforts with 
the highly influential Iowa delegation of leg-
islators, and that was very helpful to get this 
critical legislation passed on a national level. If 
we hadn’t gotten that legislation passed, our 
theatres would certainly be closed today.”

Consider how crazy that notion is. Phoenix 
had a very successful business prior to the 
pandemic and were closed nationally to satisfy 
a public health concern. That is understand-
able, except that their lease obligations to 
landlords, utility bills, employees’ payroll, and 
health insurance still needed to get paid. Many 
fixed costs and obligations remain while being 
shuttered. The s.V.O.G. program provided 
Phoenix and other smaller cultural venues 
the breathing room necessary to get past the 
shutdown of the pandemic. The funds awarded 
were given to smaller and local companies like 
Phoenix, which was a medium-sized business 
of 244 employees pre-pandemic. Larger com-
panies that are located in more than six states, 
have more than 500 employees, or are foreign 
owned were not eligible for any of these funds.

Once the support was there from the 
Federal Government, next the industry 
needed support from the studios in the form 
of product (movies), as well as staff will-
ing to return and run the daily operations.

“When I was 18, I worked for Marcus 
Theatres,” recalls Cory. “and ben Marcus, the 
owner, told me something which has stayed 
with me all my life, which is, ‘you can’t sell 
tickets and popcorn with the door closed.’ 
business managers tend to focus on payroll 
and utility costs. It is important to keep in mind 
that the biggest expenses you have are in the 
facilities themselves. Fixed costs such as rent, 
mortgages, and taxes don’t change whether 
you are open or closed, so in our view, there 
was an immediate imperative to get the doors 
open quickly. Our job is to be available and be 
open when people want to go to the movies. In 
the case of our holiday movies, we made sure 
we were open as much as possible, so people 
could go when they wanted to go and see what 
they wanted to see. The results were sold-out 
shows throughout the entire holiday season.”

Jordan Hohman chimed in, “It’s a weird 
catch-22 right now because the studios are hes-
itant to release movies because the industry is 
down, but the industry is down because the stu-
dios are holding back their stronger releases.”

Jacobson continues, “It is really, really 
important to consider that Phoenix Theatres 
has a small management group that can make 
quick decisions to meet changing local condi-
tions. We recognized a major labor shortage 
was a national and local problem very early 
that needed critical attention. It was clear that 

wages needed to be increased to both retain 
staff and recruit new employees. so, we are 
able to respond quickly to individual com-
munity needs and specific circumstances.”

Hohman credits Phoenix’s employee Devel-
opment team for getting ahead of the curve. 
“They saw the 4th quarter coming and the 
major event film Spider-Man on the horizon, 
and a big Christmas season that was going 
to make us busier than we had been in a very 
long time, so we had to really bulk up our staff 
early. so, we were prepared when that critical 
holiday time hit.” as of today, the Phoenix 
staff level has substantially returned to normal 
levels with a total of 202 staff members.

“by hiring a sufficient staff, we were able 
to open the Kennedy Mall location at 9 a.m. 
and run midnight shows to take full advan-
tage of the market demand that was there for 
Spider-Man and also Sing 2, which was a huge 
success in Dubuque,” says Jacobson. “In fact, 
the 31-day period covering December of 2021 
produced the highest revenue in the history 
of our company, period… in 21 years. Spider-
Man: No Way Home, is the biggest grossing 
box office film in the history of the Kennedy 
Mall theatre, that dates back to 1987 when 
the theatre first opened. That is even more 
amazing when you consider that the film has 
only played for four weeks and still counting.”

“a lot of people would say that wasn’t pos-
sible, and six months ago I would have agreed,” 
admits Jacobson. “but there’s certainly a 
great deal of pent-up demand. Spider-Man 
is an event movie that a lot of people were 
very excited to see and was augmented nicely 
by the family film Sing 2, which out-grossed 
Spider-Man on several occasions at Kennedy. 
The successful box office results in December 
was not because of one film. We have families 
with young children who are back at the 
movies, and you have a very wide genera-
tional fan base coming to see Spider-Man.”

Harkening back to the industry “experts’” 
call for better amenities and customer 
resources, another visionary thing Phoenix 
did pre-pandemic was to put in reserved 
seating in all their theaters, something 
Dubuquers are getting used to right now.

“reserving your seats in advance really 
worked well for our guests this Christmas,” 
says Jacobson. “Customers don’t have to 
worry about rushing into the auditorium to 
get to their chairs or worry that the show will 
be sold out when they get to the theatre. now 
guests can use our new mobile app and pick 
their seats while they are having dinner. This 
holiday season was the first chance we have 
had with multiple sold-out showings every 
day for the public to utilize this technology, 
and our guests really embraced it fully.”

Leading up to our interview, we read 
dozens of trade stories about the current 
status of the industry. and, man, there are 
charts for everything: How comfortable are 
people going to movies? The chart says 
50 percent, with baby boomers around 35 

By Bryce Parks

a look at the box office grosses from the recent 
Spider-Man: No Way Home would make you 
wonder if there ever was a pandemic, or a 
time when movie theatres across the country 
were shuttered for months. by that metric 
alone, it would appear everything is back to 
normal. Obviously, we know that is not the 
case, but what is interesting is that a successful 
return to form for the movie industry does not 
mean the same story for everyone involved. 
Major theater chains across america are still 
hemorrhaging cash and taking out loans to 
stay afloat. studios are still in a pickle trying 
to maximize revenues by finding a balance 
between streaming services and the “tried-
and-true” tradition that is the theatrical release.

Paul Dergarabedian, senior media analyst 
for Comscore, said that if studios and theaters 
want to keep business humming, they will need 
to find ways to turn the big-picture experience 
into an irresistible proposition long after the 
novelty of returning to normalcy has worn off.

The New York Times seemed to be 
prophesying doom and gloom, reporting 
that about 49 percent of pre-pandemic 
moviegoers are no longer buying tickets 
and roughly 8 percent have likely been lost 
forever. The pandemic intensified, acceler-
ated and amplified all the nascent trends that 
were already underway. Those nascent trends 
being rising ticket and concession prices; the 
hassle of leaving the house; the run-down 
state of shopping malls which house many 
theaters; and a generational shift toward 
streaming, gaming, and other smartphone-
based entertainment. They noted that to win 
back the other 92 percent, multiplex owners 
must “urgently” rethink customer perks.

so naturally, the theaters currently 
seeing success again are those who made 
the investments in customer perks before 
the pandemic. Many of them are smaller 
regional and boutique chains, and Phoenix 

Theatres here in Dubuque is at the forefront 
of those smaller theaters who have roared 
back to life with an optimistic eye on 2022.

We talked with Phoenix Theatres owner 
Cory Jacobson and Jordan Hohman, a long-
time Phoenix Theatres General Manager and 
now the company’s new Project Manager. We 
discussed their experience during COVID and 
how they have overcome the challenges the 
pandemic has created, while the county has 
been faced with the highest COVID spike yet.

It seems that a larger percentage of vacci-
nated and boosted americans are simply tired 
of living in fear. With the added security of vac-
cines, now readily available, they are ready to 
once again engage in cultural norms like going 
to the movies. but before people could come 
back to the movies, the theaters had to get the 
doors back open and become fully staffed.

“It has been significantly easier to get our 
Iowa theatre at Kennedy Mall operational at a 
normal business level. There was much greater 
cooperation from the state and local govern-
ments to get our business open again in Iowa, 
than there was in our Michigan or Massachu-
setts locations,” shares Jacobson. “In hindsight, 
the states that mandated sporadic and often 
lengthy closings have ostensibly done little to 
help the overall health of the community and 
only succeeded in hurting many businesses 
economically. It is hard now to believe that in 
December of 2020 our Dubuque theatre was 
the only location operating in the company.”

Jacobson is quick and eager to note 
how the Dubuque area Chamber of Com-
merce jumped into the cause of helping 
to gain national support for the shuttered 
Venue Operators Grant (s.V.O.G.) legislation. 
This legislation not only supported movie 
theaters but also cultural facilities such as 
museums and live stage and music venues.

“The Chamber jumped in with both feet 
and got us critical meetings with our Iowa u.s. 
senators and representatives and supported 
our business in a very extraordinary way,” 

COvER stORy
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percent, and Gen Z over 60 percent. but then, 
as George Orwell said, “The Party told you 
to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears.” 
Look around you. What are you seeing?

“There will be a certain amount of people, 
many with very legitimate compromised 
health concerns, who continue to avoid public 
spaces, but at the same time, we waited 
for 45 minutes to get a table for dinner in 
Grand rapids, MI,” says Jacobson. “so right 
now we have a mixture of both attitudes.”

David a. Gross of Franchise entertainment 
estimates that while event films are only down 
25 percent of pre-pandemic levels, adult 
character-driven genres are down 75 percent, 
and family films are at least 50 percent lower 
than normal. Well, that was before Sing 2 hit 
or this past week’s Betty White—A Celebra-
tion, which sold out in theaters across the 
country. and Cory thinks that’s the point.

“If someone has an idea in their head that 
older, mature adults are afraid to go out to the 
movies, go out to dinner and look at faces at 
these tables and who’s waiting for a seat next 
to you,” he says. “Many of those faces sitting at 
those tables are 40, 50, 60, and above. That, 
to me, says that the fear of releasing mature 
audience pictures today is nonsense. but you 
must have the product they want, and you 

must advertise these pictures. Many of these 
films have not gotten the advertising presence 
they had before. studios are gun-shy to invest 
in the advertising needed to launch these films 
properly. We just presented Betty White—A 
Celebration, and our theatres were sold out 
and full of both mature moviegoers—many of 
whom were women—and younger fans. earlier 
this fall, the James bond feature, No Time to 
Die, opened exclusively in theatres without 
much evidence that the market was ready for it. 
If you saw it at Phoenix Kennedy Mall, you were 
more than likely to be watching the film in a 
sold-out auditorium. This is another film with a 
generational and mature audience that contin-
ued to sell out over the course of many weeks.

“I look at all these negative stories on Twitter 
about the industry,” laments Jacobson. “as I sit 
here and look at our 4th quarter financial state-
ments, I have come to realize that our business 
is performing exceptionally well in comparison 
to many others in our industry. There is a great 
deal of negativity in the media, but thank-
fully this is simply not the reality we share.”

We were very interested to get Jacob-
son’s take on the pandemic-driven transi-
tion to a huge streaming market. Will a 
revolution in consumption habits threaten 
the survival of the big-screen experience?

“We like to consider these 2020 release 
patterns as ‘pandemic models,’” he says. “all 
of the studios with streaming services are 
particularly sexy right now to Wall street. 
but many of the articles out there reinforce 
the notion that you can’t produce a Spider-
Man caliber film and just stream them and 
capture the revenue the studios would have 
made from a theatrical release. Spider-Man’s 
$702,574,237 domestic theatrical box office 
revenue certainly proves that point, not to 
mention the $1,628,787,994 worldwide total.

“I don’t blame any studio during the pan-
demic for wanting to keep their businesses 
alive. Theatres were closed by mandates of 
governments worldwide, and they desperately 
needed a new revenue stream. remember, 
the film companies have employees and 
stockholders they are responsible to, so 
no one should ever fault a studio for seek-
ing other ways to deliver their product to 
the public in that type of circumstance.

Our new problem is people thought the pan-
demic would be over by now and that certainly 
isn’t the case. as a country, we have made a 
great deal of progress, and in the communities 
we operate in, we are seeing that people have 
decided that life must go on. They are getting 
vaccinated and feeling more comfortable 

returning to their lives on a normal basis. That 
includes going back to the movies in person.”

“It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to tell 
you that the model of running a film for free 
online and releasing it to theatres simultane-
ously is very detrimental to our movie business. 
Warner brothers tried doing this with HbO Max 
in 2021 and severely reduced the revenues on 
most of their films theatrically. now, going into 
2022, they have reconsidered their strategy 
and opted to put their movies back in theaters 
exclusively for 45 days. That is certainly a much 
wiser compromise for the overall industry in 
our view, but certainly not the best strategy.

“sony’s Columbia does not have a streaming 
service, but they can easily sell films to apple 
TV+ or amazon, who are more than willing to 
stream them. With Spider-Man, they opted to 
have an exclusive theatrical window, and the 
tremendous results they have enjoyed is because 
it’s exclusively in theatres. another important 
business consideration is their film has not been 
immediately pirated, which happens when a 
film goes directly to streaming. Piracy costs the 
studios a tremendous loss in revenue world-
wide.” Disney recently announced it lost over 
$600 million to piracy on Black Widow alone. 
“When you form the habit of giving someone 
something for free, it loses overall value. It 
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“The 31-day period covering December of 2021 produced 
the highest revenue in the history of our company.”  

—Jordan Hohman, Phoenix Theatres Project Manager
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and experiencing it together for the first 
time. The experience is still special, but the 
experience also needs to be special.”

Want proof? IMaX recorded its best 
October ever with $118 million in ticket sales. 
Give people a special experience, and they’ll 
come out. The Phoenix Theatres experience 
in Dubuque is indeed a step above what we’d 
been used to for a long time in the Tri-states, 
and the run of sold-out shows over the 
holidays proves that people respond to being 
offered a premium entertainment experience.

“Fully reclining heated seats in every theatre 
in our company was the game-changer for our 
business,” says Hohman. “People just really want 
to be comfortable when they’re watching a film, 
and that type of experience is important. Once 
you’ve experienced that level of comfort, you 
can’t truly enjoy a film any other way. Picture and 
sound are critical, and we’ve got two amazing 
sound systems with our Trinnov Ovation sound 
10,340 watt system in the two main auditoriums 
in Dubuque, and all of the other screens have 
new Dolby 7.1 surround sound systems. What 
that picture looks like on the screen is also vitally 
important, it must look 100 times better than 
anything you can produce in your home. nothing 
can compare to the atmosphere created when 
you are watching a film in a sold-out theatre.”

Dominating the market with these kinds 
of amenities is not a pandemic issue. This 
started well before then. People discovered a 
better experience, and they’re picking out the 
theaters that can provide that nationally. at 
Kennedy Mall, Phoenix Theatres also has some 
added perks that was a first for their company. 
Kennedy Mall was the first theater to offer beer 
and wine in the concession stand. Today, they 
serve alcohol in two other locations with plans 
to expand this amenity company-wide in 2022.

One of the kings of artful cinema, director 
Paul Thomas anderson, also has a positive 
outlook about the future of wide releases for 

his smaller pictures and how we got back to 
that: “We’re all nervous about people getting 
back to the theatre, but you know what’s 
going to get them back in movie theatres? 
Spider-Man. so, let’s be happy about that.”

If movies are back, does that mean 
that studios are supporting that narra-
tive with the product to make it a self-
fulfilling prophecy? Jacobson says yes.

“There’s a lull for a couple of weeks in 
late January and early February,” he notes. 
“Disney decided to release the next Pixar 
film direct to streaming for free on Disney+, 
and Columbia’s Morbius, the next Marvel 
movie, shifted from late January to april 1. 
We have to just get through the super bowl 
period and then things get hot again.”

Jordan Hohman lists off some of the hot 
tickets just down the road: “We’re all looking 
forward to the new The Batman on March 4, 
Marvel’s Morbius on april 1, Sonic the Hedgehog 
2 on april 8, Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of 
Dumbledore on april 15, and, of course, the long-
awaited Top Gun: Maverick after many delays is 
coming out in May. Other theatre exclusives for 
this summer include Jurassic World: Dominion, 
Pixar’s Buzz Lightyear, and Dr. Strange In The 
Multiverse of Madness, just to name a few.”

“you look at the upcoming films between 
now and the end of the year, and if all these 
films stay on their release schedule, as I 
believe they will, I can’t imagine how we’re 
not going to have a great 2022,” foresees 
Jacobson. normalizing the business and 
getting it back up and running at a difficult 
time has been a tremendous amount of work, 
and if that accomplishment doesn’t give you 
a great deal of hope and optimism about the 
future, what will? I give our amazing staff 
all the credit for our success, because we 
wouldn’t have a fully functioning business 
without the efforts of the folks we have run-
ning things here in Michigan and Dubuque.” n

becomes nearly impossible to then turn around 
and then charge them for it again. If people get 
accustomed to paying nothing for premium 
film content, what’s it worth? studios have a 
danger of devaluing their quality intellectual 
brands over time. How much revenue can be 
lost to simply boost subscription streaming 
services, and, as consumers, how many stream-
ing services can anyone afford at one time?” 
These are important questions that are certainly 
being considered today at every studio.

Overall, the fear of losing movie theaters to 
home video does not have Phoenix Theatres 
quaking in their boots. In fact, it’s not a new 
story. Just a new version of an old script.

“There’s been an interdependent relationship 
between theatrical distribution and the home 
video market for over 40 years. streaming has 
just taken the old blockbuster video store and 
put it on your TV, but the concept is still the 
same. and the home video market has always 
been a significantly larger source of revenue for 
the studios than the theatres for most of those 
40 years. This is not news. but films work best 
when there first is a front-end cultural theatri-
cal event. This generates the ultimate in overall 
value for film content and develops a successful 
ancillary home video market on the back end. 
Without a theatrical run, many of these films are 
just a one-time show. Consumers are not seeing 
the films in the theatre and then also renting 
it later at home. They are just watching films 

such as the The Matrix once and then they are 
done. That pattern reduces the opportunity for 
a second and third purchase of film content. The 
model of a successful theatrical engagement 
and subsequent home video purchases maxi-
mizes the revenue the studio can make on each 
individual film. successful film content such as 
Spider-Man: No Way Home can be sold multiple 
times to a single customer, who may choose to 
watch it several times in a theatre, purchase a 
blu-ray/DVD, stream the film, and finally catch it 
on network television. The film content has many 
lives and produces a revenue stream over time 
that when added together makes for a very prof-
itable film and business model,” says Jacobson.

some industry pundits believe movie theaters 
will soon be exclusively showing event pictures, 
big-budget blockbusters only. smaller films, 
often geared for more mature audiences and 
niche markets, will go to streaming. Cory Jacob-
son doesn’t see that as a smart industry move.

“I hope we don’t lose the art house 
films,” he says. “It’s a sad thing if that hap-
pens. How many pictures start out in the 
art market and then become popular and 
are picked up by more theatres? Those 
would be lost films in a sea of streaming 
content, and that is a pretty wasteful idea.”

“There’s a time and a place for stream-
ing,” adds Jordan, “but in the end, it’s 
just not the same. There’s still something 
about going to a communal environment 

COry JaCObsen, PHOenIX THeaTres OWner
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365ink 
Impact 
Awards 
Return
nominations 
due by 
February 4
The 13th (almost annual) 365 Impact awards, 
sponsored by the Community Foundation 
of Greater Dubuque and Premier bank, 
make a virtual return in 2022 after, like 
everything, lying low and staying safe in 
2021. For the sake of continued safety, 
we will not gather together to celebrate 
this year, but we still very much want to 
recognize those who are making an impact 
on our community in the toughest time we 
have faced as a community in generations.

Picking the winners is always a painful 
process. naturally, everyone who gets 
nominated is worthy of an award, but, alas, 
we have 10 original, locally-made statues 
to give out, created for this year’s event 
by Key City Creative Center. so we have 
to hunker down and select great repre-
sentatives of the greatness that flatted to 
the top of the mess that was 2020–2021.

but before 365ink makes some tough 
decisions about who deserves a little 
piece of the spotlight this year, we need 
to hear about those worthy of recognition 

for their impact on the Tri-states. 
That’s where you come in. The mission 
at 365ink is to help connect people to 
relationships, opportunities, and the best 
possible living experiences in our com-
munity. and the 365ink Impact awards 
are designed to honor those who choose 
to make the effort to impact the com-
munity in the spirit of our mission.

Do you know a person, an organiza-
tion, or a business who did something 
particularly special in 2020 or 2021 and 
deserves a shout-out for their efforts? 
Maybe its someone who’s been knocking 
it out of the park year in and year out and 
deserves a nod just for keeping the bar 
set high all of these years. nominate them 
now for a 2022 365ink Impact award. It 
doesn’t matter the category. Think art 
and music. Think community pride and 
inclusion. Think great spaces and gener-
ous spirits. These are the people we want 
to know about. and if you are one of 
those special people who make the extra 
effort to improve the community around 
you, thank you, thank you, thank you. 
Whether someone nominates you or not.

Just tell us who did what and why it 
was great. submit your nominations at 
dubuque365.com/impact-awards or 
email us at info@dubuque365.com. Please 
include one descriptive paragraph about 
why the nominee is worthy. If they don’t 
get nominated, they can’t win, so get on 
it! nominations are due by Friday, Feb. 4.

The 365ink Impact awards are gener-
ously sponsored by Premier bank and 
the Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque. With their generous support, 
365ink is able to honor these people 
right, with original, local artwork. Impact 
awards designs started with artist Gene 
Tully and have always been handmade 
by great local artists ever since. n

FEAtURE stORy
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University of Dubuque Heritage Center 
boasts a variety of programming for 
all ages on the University of Dubuque 
campus, 2255 Bennett St. Tickets 
prices increase by $5 on the day of the 
performance. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Heritage Center Farber Box 
Office; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; 
or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

DRUMLine Live!
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE 
HERITAGE CENTER
DruMLine Live! will have your 
heart pounding and feet stomping 
by intermission. The performance, 
part of the ninth annual Live at 
Heritage Center Performing arts 
series, will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 26 in univer-
sity of Dubuque Heritage Center 
John and alice butler Hall.

DruMLine Live! is the show-
stopping attraction created by the 
musical team behind the hit movies 
Drumline and Drumline: A New 
Beat that embodies the soulful, 
high-stepping style of the Histori-
cally black College and university 
(HbCu) marching band experience. 
The world-class cast of percussion-
ists, musicians, and dancers will 
bring a unique style of drumming, 

mesmerizing musicianship, and 
energetic choreography to Heritage 
Center’s stage. They will show-
case the legendary HbCu experi-
ence along with various genres 
of music from hip-hop, american 
soul, gospel, jazz, and more. 
Highlights of the show will include 
a drum battle as well as salutes 
to Prince and Michael Jackson.

DruMLine Live! was featured in 
beyoncé’s unforgettable perfor-
mance in the concert film Home-
coming: A Film by Beyoncé. The 
group has paraded onto some of the 
biggest theater stages in america, 
Japan, and Korea, and performed 
hundreds of shows since 2009.

With its riveting rhythms, bold 
beats, and ear-grabbing energy, 
DruMLine Live! is a high-octane 
musical roller coaster ride for the 
entire family that is guaranteed to 
touch every emotion in your body.

Tickets are $29–$49 for 
adults and $24–$44 for mili-
tary and veterans. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

The Play with 
Rocky Bleier
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE 
HERITAGE CENTER

Four-time super bowl cham-
pion rocky bleier will perform 
his one-man show, The Play, 
based on his almost unbeliev-
able life story, at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 28, 2022, in John and alice 
butler Hall, Heritage Center at 
the university of Dubuque.

With the same optimism, sense 
of humor, and steadfast determina-
tion that were his trademarks as a 
running back with the Pittsburgh 
steelers, bleier will take audiences 
from his early years through his 
professional career and share les-
sons he learned along the way in 
The Play. He will recall how, despite 
his drive and ability to make the 
big play, the Pittsburgh steelers 
selected him in the 16th round of 

the 1968 draft. bleier will share 
how before the season ended that 
first year, he was drafted by the 
united states army and sent to 
Vietnam where he was seriously 
wounded when his platoon ran into 
an ambush. barely able to walk, he 
was expected to never play football 
again. However, with personal 
determination and the encour-
agement of steelers owner art 
rooney, bleier was back at training 
camp in 1970 where he became an 
indispensable part of the steelers 
dynasty with super bowl victories 
in 1975, 1976, 1979, and 1980.

audience members will journey 
through the decades of fam-
ily anecdotes, tales of steelers 
glory, and multimedia projections 
bringing bleier’s remarkable story 
to life. Premiering at Heinz Hall 
in Pittsburgh in 2015, The Play is 
a heartfelt and inspiring memoir 
perfect for sports fans of all ages.

Tickets are $32–$52 for adults 
and free for military and vet-
erans (first ticket, additional 
tickets are $27–$47). n

FEAtURE stORy
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FEATURE STORY

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Freedom Riders
MONDAY, JANUARY 31 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE 
HERITAGE CENTER
Freedom Riders will explore the valiant 
and courageous personalities behind 
one of the most critical chapters in 
the history of the civil rights move-
ment. The performance, part of the 
ninth annual Live at Heritage Center 
Performing arts series, will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 31, in John 
and alice butler Hall, Heritage Center.

Freedom riders is a new play, with 
original songs and music, from Mad 
river Theater Works. It is set in 1961 
when bus lines and cities throughout 
the south still enforced a rigid system 
of separating black and White citizens. 
The Freedom riders—both black 

and White americans—decided to 
travel together on buses that crossed 
state lines purposefully disregard-
ing the hateful segregation practices 
that were still commonplace in so 
many parts of the united states.

Freedom Riders demonstrates the 
importance of working together to 
effect change and specifically how 
non-violent protest was used to com-
bat the cruelties of segregation. The 
unforgettable heroes and facts behind 
the events portrayed in the play are 
essential to a full understanding of the 
civil rights era and america history.

Mad river Theater Works is 
an Ohio-based acclaimed tour-
ing ensemble that creates vibrant 
and evocative plays with music for 
families and young audiences based 
on american history and folklore.

Tickets are $16–$25 for adults and 
$11–$20 for military and veterans. n

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

The Duke Ellington 
Orchestra
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE CENTER
The Duke ellington Orchestra will perform with a 
15-piece band at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11, 2022, 
in John and alice butler Hall, Heritage Center.

The Duke ellington Orchestra has been performing 
worldwide for the past 88 years under the guid-
ance of three generations of the ellington family and 
plan to continue to do so for many years to come.

born in 1899, edward Kennedy “Duke” ellington 
is still regarded as one of the most prolific american 
composers of the 20th century. His career spanned more 

than 50 years and included leading his orchestra, com-
posing an inexhaustible songbook, scoring for movies, 
composing stage musicals, and performing on world 
tours. ellington called his music “american music” rather 
than jazz, and he liked to describe those who impressed 
him as “beyond category.” ellington remains one of the 
most influential figures in jazz, if not in all american 
music, and he is widely considered as one of the 20th 

century’s best-known african american personalities.
as both a composer and bandleader, ellington 

influenced millions of people. He gave american music 
its own sound for the first time. In his 50-year career, 
ellington played over 20,000 performances in europe, 
Latin america, the Middle east, and asia. He led his 
band from 1923 until his death in 1974 at the age of 75. 
at this point, his son Mercer ellington took leadership of 
the band. Mercer was an accomplished trumpet player 

and composer who wrote many songs for his father’s 
orchestra including the standard “Things ain’t What 
They used to be.” In the early 1980s he became the first 
conductor for a broadway musical of his father’s music, 
Sophisticated Ladies. under his direction, he toured 
and recorded the orchestra for the next 22 years until 
his own death in 1996. The baton was then passed to 
Mercer’s youngest son, Paul Mercer ellington, who had 
been leading the orchestra and fearlessly preserving the 
music and legacy of Duke ellington. For the past three 
years while Paul is at new york university studying for 
his master’s degree in film production, Charlie young, the 
talented sax player and arranger and professor at How-
ard university, has been acting as the conductor touring 
the world with the famous Duke ellington Orchestra.

Tickets are $24–$45 for adults and 
$19–$40 for military and veterans. n
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Rock Steady
9 PM @ My Brothers Place 
(Hazel Green, WI)

Three Quarter Buzz
9 PM @ Lock 12 (Bellevue, IA)

Dig Deep
10 PM @ The Lift

sun 1/23
Jimmy Welty Band
1 PM @ O So Good Winery 
(Dyersville, IA)

Massey Road
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

John Moran 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Charles Barland
3 PM @ UD Heritage Center

WeD 1/26
DRUMLINE Live!
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

THu 1/27
Teddy Swims
8 PM @ Clarke University 
Terence Donaghoe Hall

FrI 1/28
Fabulous Friday: Rebecca Christians
12:05 @ St. Luke’s UMC

DR Band
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Three Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Danny Parker Project
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Ian Gould
7:30 PM @ Irish Cottage 
(Galena, IL)

Comedian Chris Higgins
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Coolzey
10 PM @ The Lift

saT 1/29
Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Stout Day: Joie Wails
2 PM @ River Ridge Brewing 
(Bellevue, IA)

Jordan Danielson
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Massey Road
4 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Steve Kalmes
4 PM @ Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Bryan Popp
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Nixon
7 PM @ Southend Tap

Heather Cunard
7 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Lori Gravel and 
the Timber City Ramblers
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center (Maquoketa, IA)

Ian Gould
7:30 PM @ Irish Cottage (Galena, IL)

Gina Owens
8 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Comedian Chris Higgins
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

90’s Dance Party feat. Fool House
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Sushi Roll
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Taste Like Chicken
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Statue of Liberty
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Jabberbox
9 PM @ My Brothers Place 
(Hazel Green, WI)

Miles Over Mountains
10 PM @ The Lift

sun 1/30
Elizabeth Mary
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Joie Wails
3 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

WeD 2/2
Wxlley
7 PM @ Clarke University 
Lion’s Den

Casey Donahew
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Elizabeth Mary Duo
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

The G.O.A.T. Capricorn Bash: 
Hip Hop Night
9 PM @ Smokestack

Bongzilla, Woodcreeper
10 PM @ The Lift

saT 1/22
Matt Hamilton
2 PM @ River Ridge Brewing 
(Bellevue, IA)

Casey Klein
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain BARN

Kampfi re Kings
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Dan McGuire
4 PM @ Galena Cellars Downtown 
(Galena, IL)

Theresa Rosetta 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Josh Yeltman
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Joie Wails
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Blame Not The Bard
7:30 PM @ Irish Cottage (Galena, IL)

Kristina Marie Castañeda and 
Shawn Healy
8 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Comedian Kevin Bozeman
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

Verlo Winter Comedy Series: 
Mike Armstrong
8 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Rooster, Black Hole Sun
8 PM @ Q Casino Q Showroom

Secrets
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Meghan Davis
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co 
(Galena, IL)

Allegro Audio & Driftmore 
presents Stacked Saturdays: 
Obeygrey, Hoax., Pagliaro, Mister 
Whiskerz, Tìmbre
9 PM @ Smokestack

THu 1/20
The Choir of Man!
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

FrI 1/21
Fabulous Friday: Dr. JeeHae Ahn
12:05 @ St. Luke’s UMC

Tony Brown
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain 
Tips Up Food & Spirits

Jacquie Miller 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Gus & Bob Pierce
6 PM @ Darkbird Taphouse 
(Peosta, IA)

Rock Steady
7 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Blame Not The Bard
7:30 PM @ Irish Cottage 
(Galena, IL)

Comedian Kevin Bozeman
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL 
nIGHTLIFe LIsT 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
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Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife
SUNDAY

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Sun @ 1 PM 
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sun @ 1 PM 
Council Hill Station 
(Council Hill, IL)

Live Music Jam & Open Mic 
Smokestack @ 4 PM

MONDAY
Trivia 
3rd Mon @ 6:30–8:30 PM 
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Comedy 
Mon @ 8:30 PM 
Monk’s

TUESDAY
Trivia 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
Tue @ 7 PM 
Wicked Dame

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Tue @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Trivia For Dorks 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Dimensional Brewing Co.

Open Mic  
Wed @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Trivia w/ Fun N Games Co 
Wed @ 7 PM 
Hy-Vee Locust

Rock Star Bingo w/ Think & Drink  
Wed @ 8 PM 
Barrel House

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
Wed @ 8 PM 
Denny’s Lux Club

Karaoke 
Wed @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Trivia 
Thu @ 6 PM 
Third Corner Food & Spirits

Hy-Vee Trivia 
Thu @ 6:30 PM 
Hy-Vee Dodge

Rock Star Bingo w/ Think & Drink 
Thu @ 7 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Trivia Night Live w/ Think & Drink 
3rd Thu @ 7 PM 
Hops & Rye

Jukebox Bingo 
Every Other Thu: 
1/27, 2/10, 2/24 @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

Open Mic 
Thu @ 8 PM 
The Comedy Bar

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen 
Thu @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke w/ Roger Weis 
Thu @ 9 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Rotating DJ 
Thu @ 9:30 PM 
1st & Main

FRIDAY
Fabulous Friday Artist Series 
Fri: Jan 7–March 25  
@ 12:05–12:35 PM 
St. Luke’s UMC

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
2nd Fri @ 7 PM  
Dubuque Driving Range

Speedquizzing Trivia  
w/ GQ Entertainment 
Fri @ 8 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co.

DJ SaladSpinner 
Fri @ 8 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Acoustic Open Mic  
w/ The Alumatics 
1st Fri @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Rock Star Bingo w/ Think & Drink 
Fri @ 8 PM 
7 Hills North (Platteville, WI)

Karaoke 
Fri @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Dj Maica 
Fri @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

SATURDAY
Gladdy Ressler, Jamie Jones 
Sat @ 1 PM 
Council Hill Station 
(Council Hill, IL)

Prime Rib Dinner and Dance  
w/ Ron Lubbers 
3rd Sat @ 6:30 PM 
Joliet Event Center

DJ SaladSpinner 
Sat @ 8 PM 
Esther’s Lounge

Latin Rave w/ DJ Papi 
1st & 3rd Sat @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke 
Sat @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

Dj Maica 
Sat @ 10 PM 
1st & Main

NIGHTLIFE

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKInG FOr a Free anD easy Way TO PrOMOTe yOur LIVe 
MusIC? senD yOur enTerTaInMenT CaLenDar Our Way!
eMaIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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NIGHTLIFE

FrI 1/21

Casey Donahew
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: $28+

Over the last 17 years, Casey has 
racked up 18 no. 1 singles and become 
a national headliner, playing coast-
to-coast and selling out venues such 
as billy bob’s and The Grizzly rose 
multiple times. Donahew has over 
120 million on-demand digital music 
streams, and over 330 million streams 
on Pandora. His top his include “White 
Trash story,” “Let’s Make a Love 
song,” and “He ain’t a Cowboy.”

Bongzilla, Woodcreeper
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

bongzilla is an american stoner 
metal band that formed in Madison, 
WI in 1995. The thunderous three-
piece released their newest full 
length album, Weedsconsin, appro-
priately, on april 20, 2021.

FrI 1/28

DR Band
4 PM @ SUNDOWN MOUNTAIN TIPS UP 

FOOD & SPIRITS (16991 ASBURY RD)

enjoy a unique mix of acoustic favor-
ites from the ‘60s to ‘00s performed 
by local musicians you know and 
love. Head over after skiing on the 
slopes or stop out for the fun of it.

saT 1/29

Sushi Roll
8 PM @ Q CASINO Q SHOWROOM 

(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)

TICKETS: FREE

Formed in early 2012, sushi roll quickly 
perfected their own unique blend of 
high-energy dance music and rock n’ 
roll swagger. sushi roll is made up of 
one part driving rock band, one part 
light-hearted pop, and one part over-
the-top theatrical verve. They easily 
transition between revved-up versions 
of your favorite pop and rock hits by 
artists like Maroon 5, Katy Perry, Lady 
Gaga, aC/DC, P!nk, Madonna and the 
Jackson 5…connecting them into one a 
non-stop musical journey that is perfect 
entertainment for bars, clubs, festivals, 
private/corporate events and more!

LIVE MUSIC & 
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES



Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. 
in the Port of Dubuque. All shows 

are 21+. For tickets and more 
information about the upcoming 

entertainment, call Diamond 
Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 or 

visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Upcoming Entertainment

Additional Entertainment

VICEBOX
FEBRUARY 19 @ 8 PM

JABBER BOX
FEBRUARY 26 @ 8 PM

BAND OF COMICS
MARCH 12 @ 8 PM

GAELIC STORM
MARCH 13 @ 8 PM

JON LOVITZ
APRIL 9 @ 7 & 9:30 PM

THE MAVERICKS
APRIL 22 @ 8 PM

MICHAEL WINSLOW
APRIL 30 @ 8 PM

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: ULTIMATE 

COUNTRY HITS
JUNE 3 & 4 @ 8 PM

John Mueller’s 
Winter Dance Party
FEBRUARY 12 @ 3 & 7 PM
“Winter Dance Party” is the offi  cial live and 
authentic re-creation of Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens and the Big Bopper’s fi nal tour, and 
the only show endorsed by the Holly, Valens 
and Richardson estates. Mueller, the critically-
acclaimed former star of the U.S. touring 
version of the London/Broadway hit musical 
Buddy—The Buddy Holly Story performs as 
Buddy Holly with Linwood Sasser as the Big 
Bopper and Ray Anthony as Ritchie Valens.

Donnie Baker
FEBRUARY 11 @ 8 PM
Donnie Baker, real name Ron Sexton, is a comedy 
character that is “trapped in the eighties” and “will 
never admit defeat.” With known catchphrases such 
as “I’ll say it right to your face,” “I swear to God,” 
and “State Law!”, Sexton plays the archetype of 
the Kentucky redneck caricature. Baker fi rst made 
an appearance on The Bob & Tom Show in 2005, 
when Sexton was doing voice work on a number of 
characters for popular episodes. Basing his writing 
on people that he met at high school, Sexton says 
that after travelling to perform Donnie Baker, he 
realized just how universal the character was.

90’s Dance Party featuring Fool House
JANUARY 29 @ 8 PM
Fool House is THE ULTIMATE 90’s DANCE PARTY! A LIVE musical event paying homage to the 
golden era of boy bands, pop stars, hip hop, and pop punk. With a larger than life production, 
this show recreates the sights, sounds, and energy of the biggest stars of the ‘90s.
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you can see it in the people who gather 
there, some to work, others to hang-
out. you can hear it in the way sno talks 
passionately about feeding people. and 
holy crap, you can taste it in the food.

I want to start with the catfish because 
even this heathen knows that Lent is big 
around Dubuque. Lent comes later than 
usual this year, so you have to promise me 
you won’t forget about the fried catfish 
at shugga’s soul Cafe. Imagine every fish 
fry you’ve ever been to. Got them in your 
head? Good. enjoy these memories one 
last time and then forget all about them. 
you don’t need them. shugga’s is going to 
provide your fried fish from now on, and 
you’re better for it. you’re welcome. We’re 
talking about that good cornmeal bread-
ing, seasoned and spiced just enough and 
to absolute perfection. and it stays firmly 
together without flaking until it gets to 
your mouth. no tartar sauce or cocktail 
sauce needed. at all. Moist and flavor-
ful throughout. you can get a few filets 
for yourself or orders of 10 for the whole 
family. The wings work that way, too.

Oh, ho-ho-ho, the wings. some of the 
best fried chicken I’ve had in a long time, 
my friends. and in case you forgot, I’m 
not talking about the drumstick or thigh 
here. I’m talking about the wing. The part 
of the chicken we usually have to toss 
liberally in sauce and dip in salad dress-
ing before we can enjoy them. Those 
fried wings were some of the best fried 
chicken I’ve had, period. afraid of fried 
chicken? I get it. I’m trying to eat healthier 
myself. baked wings are available, too.

Oh! sauce! everybody’s heard about hot 
sauce, but have you heard of mild sauce? 
It’s a Chicago thing. Think tangy bbQ sauce 
with a personality of its own. shugga’s has a 

squeeze bottle of mild sauce right alongside 
the hot sauce. It’s good on chicken, fish, 
fries, and boot leather (probably). Hell, 
it’s even good on the mac and cheese.

Oh, my, the mac and cheese. I know. 
I’m all over the place here. I feel like I’m 
six years old talking about all the stuff 
santa brought me. but oh my, the mac and 
cheese. Like many, when I think of mac and 
cheese, I think of what the Canadians call 
“Kraft Dinner.” It’s one of the first things I 
learned how to make myself, and every-
body has a way to doctor it. I like a healthy 
squirt of yellow mustard in my Kraft Mac n’ 
Cheese. anyway, when I think of mac and 
cheese, I don’t think of the baked casserole 
form of mac and cheese. I love a baked 
mac and cheese, but it just never scratches 
the itch like the creamy stuff from a 
saucepan. Or at least it never did until now. 
because shugga’s mac and cheese—which 
sno calls “cheese and macaroni”—is baked, 
but it beats the hell out of almost any 
creamy stovetop mac I’ve experienced.

While I’m at it, I’d like to talk about 
another side shugga’s offers: The yams. 
I’m so glad I opened my mouth to order 
these for the table. When they came 
out, sno described it as “sweet potato 
pie in a bowl.” yuuuuup. To me, though, 
it’s a bowl of Thanksgiving, as yams 
are one of my favorite holiday sides.

back to the entrées. I’m going to say 
three words here that will change your 
life. Jerk chicken alfredo. you’re listen-
ing now, aren’t you? Oh, goodness. The 
smokiness and the spiciness of jerk 
chicken, right? but then that spicy heat 
is kind of alleviated to make way for the 
underlying flavors by the creaminess of 
the alfredo sauce. all served on a bed of 
pasta. I’m about to welcome my second 

Shugga’s 
Soul Cafe
By Danny Fairchild

Columns like this tend to have a “check 
out what absolute gem I’ve discovered” 
tone. but here’s the thing: shugga’s soul 
Cafe doesn’t need me to discover them. 
shugga’s is already a known and loved and 
respected business to many in the com-
munity. It would be ridiculous for a white 
atheist man like me to think he’s introduc-
ing an already established business owned 
by a black Christian woman. not that that’s 
stopped white men before me, of course. 
“Discovering” things that have already 
been discovered is pretty much what we 
white men do. so please don’t take any-
thing I have to say as a revelation. Instead, 
take it as information you should already 
friggin’ know. because shugga’s soul Cafe 
should be a city-wide institution. It should 
be a culinary church. a soul food temple.

We can discuss all day what defines 
“soul food,” touching on its black south-
ern roots as well as the ingredients 
you’d expect to find, and all that stuff 

is important, but if you want a frame of 
reference, just think of every single food 
that makes you happy. not just food you 
enjoy, but food that elicits joy itself. almost 
any food where you can say, “the secret 
ingredient is love,” is soul food. almost 
any dish that is commonly considered 
“comfort food.” Food that makes you 
happy. and I have to say that after filling 
up at shugga’s, I was uncomfortably full, 
but I haven’t had a meal that made me 
happy in that way since my dad died. 
yeah. Let the gravity of that wash over 
you. shugga’s soul Cafe just replaced my 
dead dad. Maybe I’m exaggerating. If I 
am, I’m not exaggerating by much, hehe.

I had the honor of meeting sno, co-
owner and head chef, with the rest of the 
hungry 365ink crew. Like I said before, 
I’m a white atheist man, and she’s a black 
Christian woman (a big sign on the front of 
the cash register counter says “I Can DO 
aLL THInGs THrOuGH CHrIsT eXCePT 
CHanGe My PrICe.”) as different as our 
backgrounds are, I think sno and I share 
a love language: food. she started talking 
about her biscuits, and I also make pretty 
damn good biscuits. I enjoy making good 
food for my friends. It makes me happy. 
sno, however, seems to have a whole lot 
more love to give than I do. because she 
extends that love to the whole community. 

CaTFIsH

COLUMnIsts
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child into the world. Don’t tell annie, 
but I’m considering sneaking the name 
Jerk Chicken alfredo Fairchild past her.

The sandwiches. Look, there’s some 
stuff happening with shugga’s sand-
wiches that you’re just going to have to 
experience for yourself. There’s some 
amazing Italian beef (more of that Chi-
cago influence), and a sandwich called 
(I kid you not) Jimmy Jordan Gym shoe 
with all kinds of meat on it, including 
gyro meat. I mean it’s just not fair.

Desserts! Desserts are homemade and 
awesome. I didn’t get to try sno’s mother’s 
banana pudding, but I’m definitely getting 
it next time I’m there and it’s available. I 
did get to try the butter rum pound cake. 
and now I know how I’m going to die: 
From eating too much butter rum pound 
cake. butter rum is one of my favorite 
flavors anyway. Throw that flavor in a 
pound cake? yup, it’s going to kill me.

every bite was incredible and 
has given me some serious cravings 
ever since. Get your silly little butt 
to shugga’s soul Cafe if you haven’t 
already. and if you have, it’s probably 
about time you went back, isn’t it? n

COLUMNISTS

Shugga’s Soul Cafe
1220 IOWA ST, DUBUQUE, IA
563-845-0018
Hours: Mon–Fri: 11 aM–11 PM;  
sat–sun: 11 aM–1 aM (Closed early if slow)

DANNY FAIRCHILD
Danny DOesn’T TaKe CraP 

FrOM nObODy, buT He’LL 

TaKe FOOD FrOM aLMOsT 

anybODy. IF yOu WanT TO 

FIGHT Danny, Or FeeD HIM nOM-nOMs, 

eMaIL HIM aT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

JIMMy JOrDan GyM sHOe

JerK CHICKen aLFreDO

sMOTHereD POrK CHOP WITH DressInG 

anD GraVy anD MaC anD CHeese; TurKey 

burGer WITH yaMs anD MaC anD CHeese
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The 
Definition 
of Boring
By Matt Booth

When we hear “boring,” we think of routine, 
mundane, and straightforward. Feelings 
opposite of exciting words like “new,” “fresh,” 
and “cutting edge.” We’ll do almost anything 
to avoid being bored because, as a society, 
we have a severe aversion to silence or sitting 
still. but what if being bored a little more often 
was the answer to many of our problems? 
What if a simple life full of great relation-
ships is what we’re all craving anyway?

I live a relatively “boring” life, and it’s the 
most fantastic existence I can imagine. you see, 
I’m a generally boring kind of guy. I’m married 
and have a few kids. I live in Iowa, and I mow 
my own grass. I grew up on a farm and have 
had many different careers. now I’m a full-time 
motivational speaker, author, and coach.

I didn’t realize my actual level of boring-
ness until I became a speaker because, in this 
business, everyone is a superhero. They’ve 
climbed Mount everest, cut off their arm 
while hiking, survived terminal cancer, or won 
a world championship. I haven’t done any 
of those things. Professional speakers are 
the latest, coolest, most incredible people. 
When I speak, I stand in front of a room for 
an hour, hoping I don’t put them to sleep.

you see, “boring” is good. really good. 
It’s rewarding, challenging, and fulfilling. It’s a 
lifestyle of prioritizing what matters today and 
tomorrow. I know this promotion of “boring” 
sounds crazy, but let me explain. I used to bike 
a lot. The saying, “When your brain gets tired, 
exercise your body. When your body gets tired, 

exercise your brain,” is true. I loved jumping on 
my bike and hearing the rolling of the tires on the 
pavement. I biked for hours with no music, cell 
phone, or other distractions. It was “boring” for 
the first few minutes, but then my mind began 
doing what it does with space—problem-solving. 
I had my best ideas, inspiration, and “aha” 
moments on those long rides. I sorted out all the 
crap inside my head because I allowed myself 
to be bored. We solve problems when we’re 
bored, often without consciously thinking about 
them. For this reason and many more, I teach 
that “magic is in the mundane.” If the world 
slowed down a step, we’d accomplish more.

The truth is that a basically incredible life 
comes from doing foundational things very, 
very well. boring things are highly effective. We 
often devalue these ideas because they’re not 
exciting or flashy, yet being overly busy, living 
a glitzy life, and cramming 7,841 activities in 
too little time are behaviors we do because, at 
the core, we’re insecure. We used to hide our 
insecurity in the daily distraction of a busy life, 
but since the start of 2020, COVID has made us 
slow down and reevaluate what a successful life 
means to us. We all went home and faced the 
reality of our “boring” lives. some of us found 
our relationships thriving and loved being home. 
Others realized our marriages were on the 
rocks, and we didn’t know our kids very well.

basic strategies are the foundation of a truly 
extraordinary life. as I define them, boring things 
are highly effective, but they won’t get you in 
the newspaper. everyone wants to “think outside 
the box.” What about the inside of the box? If we 
immediately jump outside, we’re missing many 
basically incredible opportunities. Do we all 
have the internal contents of our box optimized? 
Probably not. There are several fundamental 
truths we’re likely ignoring. now is the perfect 
time to go back to simple things. Let’s go back 
to common sense. Let’s go back to the basics. 
Let’s go back to walking the talk and keeping our 
word. Let’s go back to having solid families and 
great relationships. Let’s get back to boring. n

“If you want to level up in the game of life, you 
need to level up your daily life.” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
TO FInD OuT HOW MaTT Can HeLP yOur GrOuP IMPrOVe THeIr aTTITuDes In 

a neGaTIVe WOrLD, CaLL 563-590-9693 Or eMaIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“AS WE EMERGE FROM THE PANDEMIC, MATT’S MESSAGE ON ATTITUDE WAS A GREAT 

FIT FOR THE PLANNERS, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, AND CITY ADMINISTRATORS OF THE NORTH 

CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF ZONING OFFICIALS AT OUR ANNUAL SUMMER EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE!” 

—TROY D. POWELL, MPA, CZO, CITY OF GREENSBORO, COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DIVISION MANAGER
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So It Goes!
By Bob Gelms

It has been just over 14 years since Kurt Vonne-
gut Jr. died in new york City at the age of 83. His 
death was, in part, due to a nasty fall that left him 
with irreversible brain damage. so it goes!

It makes me sad.
some of you might be unaware that he has a sort 

of local connection. He went to college at Cornell uni-
versity at the time World War II broke out. He enlisted 
in the army and was captured during the battle of the 
bulge. He was interred in Dresden. When british and 
allied bombers leveled the city, Vonnegut and his fel-
low POWs rode out the attack in a giant meat locker, a 
one-story cement block cube. The prisoners were told to 
memorize the address in case they got lost. Their location 
was schlachthof-funf; in english… slaughterhouse Five!

after the war he found himself in Chicago as a reporter 
for the City news bureau and enrolled in the Graduate 
school of anthropology at the university of Chicago. His 
master’s thesis was rejected by the faculty, and he left 
the u of C eventually winding up as an instructor at the 
Iowa Writers Workshop. It was during this period that his 
novels started to gain some critical attention, especially 
Cat’s Cradle. He’d been writing and publishing for almost 
20 years at that point and was roundly dismissed by the 
critics as nothing more than a “science fi ction” writer. 
That’s like calling James Joyce’s Ulysses “pulp fi ction.”

Then, Slaughterhouse-Five was published, and 
Vonnegut was, as they say, an overnight success.

This book was impossible to ignore. It is, in my opinion, 
the best novel to come out of WWII along with Catch 22 and 
The Naked and the Dead. It was a critical and fi nancial suc-
cess. Kurt Vonnegut was, now, rich and famous. It was at this 
point that the university of Chicago decided it had screwed 
up royally and conferred upon Kurt Vonnegut his master’s 
degree…accepting his novel Cat’s Cradle as his thesis.

I’d like to suggest that you read everything he wrote. 
even his worst novel rises above the literary din of the 
best of most others. I know you are not likely to do that, 
so I’d like to narrow the fi eld for you. read two: Cat’s 
Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five. They are his best, I 
think, and I’m not alone, as Vonnegut gives himself high 
marks for those two. In his book Palm Sunday he grades 
his own work, and those two get the highest grade: a+.

In these pages, some time ago, I wrote these words 
about Cat’s Cradle: “a fun-fi lled, lighthearted, side-split-
ting, laugh-a-minute romp as to the end of the world as 
we know it. Well, that’s Vonnegut for you.” Indeed it is.

Describing Vonnegut’s work is very diffi  cult because 
it never captures the experience of actually reading his 
work. Cat’s Cradle is about the folly of mankind inventing 
things because humans just like to invent things. In the 
novel, a human invention called ice-nine brings the world 
to an end. This book is much more about God and the idea 
of God than some cute little plot device that rids the earth 
of all life. you will fi nd yourself laughing out loud all the 
way through the book, and at some point your laughter 
will start to horrify you. Vonnegut once wrote about his 
own death, “In the end the best end is to end it lying on 
your back staring up at the sky with a horrible grin on 
your face thumbing your nose at ‘you Know Who.’”

It’s been just over 50 years since Slaughterhouse-
Five was published, and it’s still widely misunderstood in 

addition to occasionally 
being banned. I think I’ve 
fi gured out why: It’s too 
short, and it’s too funny.

no great work of 
literature can be 193 
pages long (Cat’s Cradle
is even shorter). you 
can’t deal with cosmic 
issues and great human 
themes in only 193 pages. 
That’s just not right! 
Moreover, how can you 
write a serious work of literature dealing with cosmic 
issues and great human themes and make it funny…
it cannot be serious if you are laughing at it all the 
time. That’s why a lot of folks think about Vonnegut as 
nothing more than a sophomoric, science fi ction, joke-
meister, and they are, of course, cosmically wrong.

Vonnegut claims Mark Twain as a great infl uence. so 
much so that he named one of his sons after Twain. I had 
a startling revelation one day, knowing that Vonnegut has 
been referred to as the 20th Century Mark Twain, when 
I saw pictures of both of them laid side by side. They 
resemble each other to a remarkable degree. I started to 
think about the possibility that Mark Twain had passed 
through a Chrono-synclastic Infundibulum and appeared 
in the 20th Century as Kurt Vonnegut. but, alas, Twain’s 
time travel only went backward to King arthur’s Court.

There is an illustration in Slaughterhouse-Five of a 
gravestone, and on it are the words, “eVeryTHInG 
Was beauTIFuL anD nOTHInG HurT.” Well Mr. Von-
negut, we can only hope, for your sake, and for ours.

so it goes! n

Pear 
Perfection
By Hy-Vee Nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

apples, oranges, and bananas may traditionally fi ll 
shopping carts—but have you added usa pears to your 
grocery list lately? Pears are in peak season and bring a 
sweet fl avor along with plentiful health benefi ts. Packed 
with fi ber, pears not only help you stay full longer but 
can help with blood sugar control and digestive regu-
larity. Pick out the perfect pear to add to your shop-
ping cart with helpful tips from your Hy-Vee dietitian.

1. Check the neck: To purchase the perfect pear every 
time, make sure to check the neck of the pear. 
simply press gently on the top where the stem 
joins the fruit and if it starts to give, it’s ripe.

2. Explore new varieties:
• Bartlett: sweet and extra juicy—this pear variety is 

in season august through February. bartletts are 
traditionally known as the canning pear but can 
also be served sliced on top of salads or paired 
with cheese and nuts for a delicious snack.

• Red Anjou: Juicy with a sweet and slightly tangy 
fl avor—this pear variety is in season October 
through July. Their beautiful red color allows 
them to stand out in any dish—great for bak-
ing, in smoothies, grilling, or simply snacking.

• Bosc: Known for their unique brown coloration—also 
known as “russeting”—you have often seen these 
fruits documented in paintings and photography 
because of their natural beauty. bosc pears are crisp 
with a honey sweetness and their more-dense fl esh 
makes them ideal for baking, broiling, or poaching.

3. Savor the fl avor: Once 
you are ready to enjoy, just 
rinse pears in cold water. To 
prevent browning after slicing you 
can brush with a mixture of half 
water and half lemon juice. n

scan this Qr code 
to fi nd your 
Hy-Vee dietitian

This information is not intended as 
medical advice. Please consult a medi-
cal professional for individual advice.

makes them ideal for baking, broiling, or poaching.

Savor the fl avor: Once 
you are ready to enjoy, just 
rinse pears in cold water. To 
prevent browning after slicing you 
can brush with a mixture of half 
water and half lemon juice. n
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cal professional for individual advice.
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Traveling 
on Our 
Stomachs
By Pam Kress-Dunn

I used to love road trips. I always stocked up 
on candy just before leaving, and now I’m not 
sure if that was a way to celebrate the trip or to 
survive along the way. Whatever the mission, 
I knew I had to visit a gas station first and buy 
some M&Ms, necco wafers, Chuckles, Twizzlers, 
or what-have-you. necco wafers are basically 
tasteless, even the so-called chocolate ones, 
but when eaten in a moving car, one at a time 
as the mile markers rush by, they are manna.

nowadays, I’m more likely to stock up on 
“healthy” snacks, tossing—who am I kid-
ding?—carefully positioning in the cooler a 
cache of Honeycrisp apples, Cara Cara oranges, 
washed and cut celery (inner stalks only), and 
a well-sealed container of homemade hum-
mus with which to allay the boredom and/
or actual hunger that seem to descend the 
moment the car escapes the county line.

I keep a towel in the car to put over my lap 
while eating especially messy things, and a 
stash of plastic cutlery and napkins in the glove 
box. I started doing this after the time bob and 
I bought lunch at the athenian Grill, and, upon 
arriving at eagle Point Park, discovered they’d 
neglected to put anything in the bag with which 
to eat the meal I’d ordered. bob could handle his 
gyro just fine, but pastitsio is a Greek casserole 
of macaroni, ground beef, and a beautifully fla-
vored bechamel sauce, not exactly finger food.

On the road, we are confronted with the 
eternal question: Where should we stop for 
lunch? This dilemma was unheard of in my 
parents’ day. We never left for a sunday drive 
without a full meal packed into a basket and 
a cool metal Thermos jug that dispensed 
homemade Kool-aid into metal cups at the 
press of a button. The main course was usually 
Mom’s oven fried chicken, plus her incompa-
rable potato salad on the side and Tollhouse 
cookies for dessert. sometimes Dad prevailed, 
and we’d feast on hotdogs, which he insisted 
on calling “wienies,” grilled over a fire he would 
expertly bring to life with a few sticks and twigs.

My family scaled fences to get to a spot 
on somebody else’s farmland, never seem-
ing to worry about trespassing. The quilt 
would go down, and we’d settle in to eat, 
hungry after the long hike to the picnic spot.

Long car trips shouldn’t work up an appetite, 
since all we’re doing is sitting there—all but 
the driver, that is, maneuvering around rogue 
semis and shredded tires while the rest of us 
blithely whine, “are we there yet?” I have a 
friend who believes that even when he drives 

for hours, eating shouldn’t be necessary, 
because he is a die-hard cyclist who would 
much rather ride his bike even to get to boston 
for a conference (a feat that would merit a day 
at an all-you-can eat buffet.) Me, I’m no good 
at ignoring meal times, whether or not any 
calories have been burned since breakfast.

early in our time together, I impressed bob 
on a long trip by packing a lunch and, once he’d 
spied a nice park in a small town near the high-
way, bringing out the blanket I carried in the back 
of the car just to throw over a picnic table. I’m 
sure he thought he’d found the betty Crocker of 
his dreams, and I apologize now for the delusion.

Instead, I point out every starbucks sign 
we pass on I-90, even though I don’t like cof-
fee, and their chai can’t hold a candle to the 
kind I brew at home. but I’m always up for a 
decaf mocha, whether blistering hot or lightly 
chilled with my requisite three ice cubes. For 
true sustenance, he’s happy with a cellophane-
wrapped sandwich from the truck stop, but me, 
no, I’m sort of, you guessed it, picky. For years 
I would only sullenly agree to stop at subway, 
because there are, I swear, 16 subways for every 
McDonald’s on the highways and byways of 
america, and I outgrew big Macs long ago.

It wasn’t until I figured out how to get a 
really good sandwich from subway that I finally 
looked forward to eating there. What I do is 
order a six-inch veggie on wheat with provolone, 
toasted, then loaded with spinach, tomatoes, 
ripe olives and—magic ingredient—enough 
banana peppers to get one in every bite. It’s 
tasty, and healthy. Healthy enough that I can 
then get a reese’s Peanut butter Cup at the 
next rest stop and feel completely guilt-free.

What is it with the guilt? It’s complicated. but 
I did discover naked Juice recently, and it’s like a 
meal in a bottle, and I mean that in a good way. 
I was brave enough to try their “Green Machine” 
brew, which admits right on the front, “Looks 
Weird, Tastes amazing,” and it does, even though 
it contains not only kiwi and banana puree but 
also spinach, broccoli, wheat grass, and—get 
this—deodorized garlic. all those vitamins! all 
that righteousness! Take that, Dr. Pepper!

They say an army travels on its stomach, 
and even an army of two needs sustenance 
on a mission to the Cleveland Clinic to ask the 
Wizard for relief from The Deadly Headache 
That Won’t Go away. so whether we bring along 
a gourmet box lunch, or happen upon a perfect 
hometown diner (as we did once in new Jer-
sey), or settle for the comfort of a well-known 
chain, we feed ourselves. and then we march 
on, crumbs on the floor mats be damned. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PaM beLIeVes THaT IF sHe 

DOesn’T WrITe abOuT IT, 

IT DIDn’T HaPPen. yOu Can 

reaD aLL 300+ OF Her 

PasT COLuMns, PLus OTHer ranDOM POsTs, 

On Her bLOG aT SIEGEOFWORDS.COM.

COLUMNISTS
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saT 1/22

JanFanCon: Doctor 
Who Escape Room
6 PM @ JAMES KENNEDY 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

(DYERSVILLE, IA)

The TARDIS is malfunctioning 
and only you can save the 
day! The library will be host-
ing a Doctor Who themed 
escape room where players 
will attempt to solve a series 
of logic puzzles to fix the 
TARDIS before time runs out. 
The library will hold sessions 
at 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7 p.m., 
and 7:30 p.m. JanFanCon—
a month-long, all-ages 
celebration of science fiction, 
fantasy, tabletop games, 
anime, and more. Ages 13+. 
RSVP. 320 1st Ave E, Dyers-
ville, IA. carnegiestout.org/ 
janfancon2022.

MOn 1/31

Story Explorers: 
Create Your Own 
Animals
4 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join for a fun mix of playtime, 
science, and stories. Ages 
4–8. RSVP. 360 W 11th St. 
563-589-4225 x2228. 
carnegiestout.org.

Tue 2/1

Early Explorers: 
F is for Flower
10 AM @ NATIONAL 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Feb. 1 and 5. Join each month 
and discover the ABCs of the 
world around us. Hands-
on and active activities 
including a craft and a game. 
RSVP suggested. Ages 
2–5 with parent/caregiver. 
$10 for non-members; $8 

for members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
early-explorers.

FrI 2/11

Sweet Heart Land: 
Daddy Daughter 
Dance
6–8 PM @ DUBUQUE Y

Girls ages 4–11 and an impor-
tant man in their life (dad, 
stepdad, grandpa, uncle, 
etc.) are invited to attend this 
Valentine’s Day celebration 
with dinner, desserts, a photo 
booth, crafts, music, and 
dancing. Enjoy this Candy 
Land-themed event that will 
melt your heart in more ways 
than one! $25 per couple/
members, $30 per couple/
program participants, $35 
per couple at the door, and 
$5 for each additional girl. 
35 N Booth St. 563-556-3371. 
dubuquey.org/ 
daddydaughter.

saT 2/12

Lollipops & Music for 
Our Preschoolers: 
Kristina Castañeda
10–10:30 AM @ CARNEGIE-

STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Lollipops & Music for Our 
Preschoolers (L&MOP) is 
a monthly concert series 
for preschool children and 
their families. Performers 
presents a free mini-concert 
introducing children to a 
variety of musical styles and 
instruments. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Masks required for ages 2+. 
All ages. Free. 360 W 11th St. 
563-690-0151. nIsOM.com.

RECURRING

MFC Teen Nights
TUE @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Teens can enjoy dinner and 
activities while hanging 
out and interacting in a 
safe, fun environment that 
promotes unity among 
diversity and empowers 
youth to reach their potential. 
Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

M�e �r Y�r Fam�y!

® Spot the Difference
Can you spot 10 differences in this photo by Crys-
tal Wallem Photography from the awards cer-
emony at the recent snocross event sponsored by 
Theisen’s at the Dubuque County Fairgrounds?

Spot the Difference Answers

Upcoming Family Events
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

Wow! 100+ Women Who Care present $18,000 to Brain Health Now supported by a $5000 matching gift from the Ricahard M. Schulze Family Foundation.

The fi rst Day Hike of 2022 at Mines o
f 

Spain Interpretive Center followed a
 

grand reopening celebration of the 

venue. Photo by DigitalDubuque.com.

That memorable trudge back up the 
hill after sledding down the slopes of 
Bunker Hill Golf Course in Dubuque.

Photo by Ruth Matthews Kearney.

Special Olympics Iowa athletes compete 
in cross-country skiing and alpine 
skiing at Sundown Mountain Resort
during the annual Winter Games.

Dubuque’s new Mayor, Brad Cavanagh, is sworn into offi ce during the Dubuque City Council meeting on January 3rd.

Dubuque Senior High’s Davonta Jackson dunks hard on Hempstead, but the Mustangs got the last word, winning 62-52. Photo by Wes Schilling Photography.

AMS Oil Championship Snocross, 

sponsored by Theisen’s Home • 

Farm • Auto brings tw0 big days of 

competition to the Dubuque County 
Fairgrounds. 

The pin-up contest at Retro 
Rewind is always a fun 
collection of supportive 

ladies celebrating a throwback 
lifestyle they all love.
Photo by Dave Haas.

Field of Dreams star Dwier 
Brown dropped in on Joie 
Wails hosting open mic at 

Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar in the 
Millwork District.

Submit your photo by using 

Bluebird skies and smiles on the slopes today during Kids Day at Sundown Mountain Resort on January 9th.

ladies celebrating a throwback 

Sometimes the love of a DQ ic
e 

cream cone is an ugly busin
ess. 

But who doesn’t love that m
ug on

Janna Lukens Beau’s b
ulldog, 

Peanut.
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DEAR GWEN,
My grandfather passed away, and 
I’m helping my brothers clear out his 
things so we can sell the house. For the 
most part, his possessions were what 
we expected: clothes, old pictures, 
letters, etc. but when I was explor-
ing the attic, I found boxes and boxes 
of used air fresheners. Thousands of 
Little Tree air fresheners organized by 
scent, enough to fi ll a truck bed three 
or four times over. My brothers want to 
toss them. Would throwing them away 
be a heartless thing to do, consider-
ing how much work my granddad put 
into organizing and collecting these?
—all the best, Little Tree in barony Woods

DEAR LITTLE TREE IN 
BARONY WOODS,
you gotta think like a capitalist, here. 
Or an opportunist (however you want 
to justify it). What if it’s the apocalypse 
and our only forms of currency are 
bottle caps and air fresheners? you 
can single-handedly make that hap-
pen by being the distributor of vintage 
Little Trees. you could do what Ty Inc. 
did with the beanie babies before they 
kept upping the value of new products, 
thereby destroying their business model 
and simultaneously tanking a bunch of 
kids’ college funds. They took a low value 
product and yelled, “Hey, this could be 
worth something someday,” and a bunch 
of middle-class moms just went with it.

earth is an open-world rPG. you can 
quite literally do whatever you want. 
I’m not saying there aren’t real-world 
consequences for bad behavior, but 
you can truly just walk up to someone, 
hand them an air freshener and say, 
“One day, this Little Tree will be able 
to buy you a dune buggy when the 
space men come.” and that person will 
either 1) keep it, or 2) throw it away. 
If I had to guess, they’ll keep it. you 
can repeat this process over and over 
again with everyone you see. even if 
the apocalypse doesn’t come, you’re 
creating experiences for others that can 
be all bundled together into the greater 
cultural consciousness of Dubuque. a 
potentially terrifying collective memory 
of a strange person approaching 

them with handfuls of crusty, old air 
fresheners, sure. but a memory all 
the same. and isn’t that what life is? 
The process of collecting memories.

so even if you don’t make a profi t or 
a market, you can weave your own 
beautiful thread into the fabric of 
town. and that’s really something to 
hold close to your heart, you taste-
maker, you delicious pioneer.
—xoxo, Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
every year my wife and I get into a little 
power play over who has to shovel. It 
started as a joke, but now it means we 
put it off  until fi ve minutes before we 
both leave for work. It’s like playing 
chicken. One of us always caves and 
shovels so the mailman can safely make 
it to our door, but usually the person 
who caves is me. How can I get the 
upper hand in this shoveling standoff ?
—sincerely, shoveler showdown

DEAR SHOVELER SHOWDOWN,
I just found out that during the Carbon-
iferous period there were enormous 
bugs. I’m talking fi sh fl ies the size of 
birds and dragonfl ies more than two 
feet long. Please forgive me, I know 
you’re asking for my take on this whole 
shoveling scenario, but I’m not sure 
I’ll ever recover from this. Pray for me 
and this column, who knows if we’ll 
make it to the next issue consider-
ing the new bug information on fi le.

Other new info I gathered: Prehistoric 
oxygen levels were so high, they’d 
kill a human. That’s my advice actu-
ally. If you’re time traveling in the 
near future, look out for those oxy-
gen levels, don’t go back too far.

you’re super welcome.
—xoxo Gwen

GWEN BEATTY
GWen beaTTy Is a sOrOrITy DrOPOuT anD 

Crybaby, reaDy anD WILLInG TO bOss yOu 

arOunD. IF yOu WanT TO TeLL Her sHe’s 

PreTTy, eMaIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

Don’t trust anything that 
purportedly “works like a charm.” Cuz 
like… charms don’t actually work at all.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

your talent agent will receive 
a call from the producers of the cosmos. 
apparently they’ve decided to recast 
you. yeah, apparently allison Janney 
wasn’t available or something? I don’t 
know, but she’s always brilliant and 
this could really breathe new life into 
your life. anyway, you need to be off 
the universal lot by the end of the day.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

True, nobody said life would 
be easy. but that’s just because nobody 
wanted to jinx what’s usually an easy-
breezy piece of cake frosted with love.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

no matter how good our 
records of past cultural events get, 
older generations will always be 
shocked to find out a young person 
knows about an old song or movie.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

your nightlife will wane more 
and more, same as it has done since the 
winter solstice. but I can say with 100 
percent certainty that things will immedi-
ately start turning around after June 21.

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

Oddly enough, you don’t need 
heavy cream to make alfredo sauce. you 
don’t even need milk, just butter, Par-
mesan, and the starchy water from your 
boiled pasta. you may not find this to be 
a useful horoscope now, but someday 
soon you’ll be sitting around thinking, 
“Oh, I really want to make that, but I 
don’t have the ingredients.” and now 
nobody has to hear you say it yet again.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

The cosmos isn’t accus-
ing you of embezzling, but if time 

is money… then where does that 
money go during your “free” time?

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

every time a fictional 
character realizes they’re a fictional 
character, it’s either really funny or 
really profound. so if you ever suspect 
that you’re actually a character in a 
movie or something, just remember 
that you’re neither of those things.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

you’ve always been told 
not to gamble with your life. but 
someday… someday humanity will 
need you to do just that. and when 
that time comes, for the sake of our 
survival, I hope you let it ride.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

If you want to set yourself 
apart from other evil geniuses, you 
must first understand that owning 
your own island is like owning your 
own lot of land. sure, you “own” it, 
but you don’t make the laws there. 
Many a secret lair never even broke 
ground due to the bureaucratic night-
mare of whatever governing body 
has jurisdiction over “their island.”

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

Hotel housekeeping staff 
can’t possibly remember every dis-
gusting mess they’ve had to clean 
up, but you? you’ll be remembered.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

some mysteries will never 
be solved. but everybody pretty 
much figured out your bs long ago.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

society is like a game of 
chess in that, unfortunately, the rules 
are set up for white to go first.

DANNY FAIRCHILD
Danny FaIrCHILD Is THe OnLy THInG 

sTanDInG beTWeen us anD THe CeLesTIaL 

bODIes THaT WOuLD DesTrOy us aLL. 

KInD OF LIKe THe MOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

yOu Can THanK HIM by eMaILInG HIM 

aT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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