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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere 
in this issue of Dubuque365ink.
Can you find the master of movies buried 
within these pages? Hint: He’s tiny! Good 
Luck! Winners get a free warm fuzzy!

In This Issue of 365ink...
I’m 33 and I’ve accidentally gotten old. 
An immediate sign is the fact that I just 
now had to stop and count to remember 
how old I was. I figured it would happen 
someday, but no one looks at a calendar 
and says, “I’ll bet it’ll happen around here 
somewhere.”  Slowly but surely I act more 
and more like my father. Perhaps a fitting 
revelation on the eve of another Father’s 
Day. I have been spotted recently wearing 
socks that were inappropriately colored 
to match their surroundings. Ben Graham 
would kill me. It’s not that I didn’t notice. 
I just didn’t have a better color clean and I 
didn’t care. More frightening has been my 
recent outbursts at ignorant young people 
who are still discover-
ing the physical limits 
of their parents car. 
They can’t hear me. 
But it makes me feel 
better to comment. 
Not a good sign. 

A giant leap forward in 
my aging process hap-
pened in my back yard. 
Or maybe, more ap-
propriately, in Steve’s 
Ace Home and Gar-
den. Once upon a time 
I only spent time in the 
backyard to hot tub 
and fix my motorcycle. Now I MULCH! 
I found myself wandering through the 
wonderful aisles of Steve’s looking at gar-
den utensils, flower pots and weed killer. 
Yes WEED KILLER! I had a little red basket 
full of herbs and flower seeds. Good God, 
I bought flowers! I’m going to take solace 
in the fact that I only had the basket full 
of supplies and not the full shopping cart. 

I know that’s coming next. Actually, I’m 
lying. Truth is. I bought so much, I had to 
have it delivered by a big Ace Hardware 
truck. Mulch, mulch and more mulch. 
Potting soil. Grass seed. Hell, It’s like I fell 
off the gardening wagon and I had never 
thought I had a problem to start with. I 
even came home one day and changed 

from my work pants to shorts. But since I 
was trying to be fast, I left my black socks 
on. WITH SHORTS! 

Now as I wander through my backyard 
when I come home from the 365 world 
headquarters at the corner of 1st and 
Main, I pause to see if my potted plants 
and herbs need water. I can’t help but 
notice that my spreading flox are spread-
ing too far and need maintenance. But 
the yard is nicely mowed. Ah yes, I’ve 
skipped fatherhood and went straight to 
hiring someone else to mow my yard. 
I’m thinking good and hard about doing 
a controlled burn of all the weeds I’ve 

killed with Roundup in 
my gravel parking area. 
But will I get arrested 
for doing that in down-
town Dubuque? Does 
an old man attempt 
such rebellious behav-
ior. 

So am I going to pla-
teau for awhile or con-
tinue the slide? I mean 
my friends and I still 
sit around the fire pit 
in my nicely groomed 
back yard and drink 
beer before hitting the 

bars. I still have a rock band that plays 
songs that were popular in this decade. 
I’ve not stepped off the ledge with both 
feet yet, have I?

What causes this trasnformation? Am I 
mellowing with age? Is it that I’ve done 
everything wrong at least once and I’m 
starting to get it right? I think I’ve nar-

rowed it down to a biological cul-
prit. I’m pretty sure my grumpy, 
yard-grooming traits have coincided 
directly with the day I suddenly re-
alized the need to groom nose hair. 
This is a frightening notion for a veri-
tible young man. But not as frighten-
ing, I guess, and the inevitable day 
that one eventually stops grooming 
nose hair. That day, too, has a corre-
lation. I believe it happens in concert 
with one’s rediscovery of the joys of 

elastic waistbands. I await that day with 
baited breath.

By the way, I’ll be playing at the Bud-
weiser True Music Kickoff to Summer un 
der the Town Clock on Friday, May 26th 
wth the Love Monkeys. Come down early 
and see how old guys rock.

Mattitude:  23
Stranger in a Strange Land: 24

Family:  28
Galena: 29-30
Platteville: 31

That’s me playing at least year’s
Kickoff to Summer under the Town 
Clock. Join me again on the 26th!

Welcome to the back yard of an old person.
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Summer is just around the corner with Memo-
rial Day weekend being the signpost for good 
times ahead and the Friday night of that long 
weekend as the starting point.  So what better 
time could there possibly be to kick off summer 
than the Friday of Memorial Day weekend?  

Budweiser and Music and More Promotions an-
swer that question with another installment of 
what has become the perfect opener to the sum-
mer festival season – True Music Summer Kick-
off.  Local party rockers Rocket Surgeons will 
open for Midwest favorites the LoveMonkeys un-
der the Town Clock Friday, May 26, from 5 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. for an evening of early summer fun.  

For those few readers who are not familiar with 
the LoveMonkeys, the Milwaukee band is one 
of the Midwest’s most popular acts, having 
played festivals and clubs for more than a dozen 
years.  “I always say it started out as a joke and 
it’s turned into a bigger joke,” said John Hauser, 
lead vocalist.  Formed in 1991 to perform for 
what has been called a “one time” corporate 
Christmas party, the band has gone on to play 
shows in four states and has recorded two CDs 
of original music and one documenting their 
stellar live show.  

“It blossomed into what we are today,” Hauser 
said. “Our goal remains to put out music that will 
entertain people.”  Their legions of fans, many of 
whom follow the band to wherever they play, can attest 
to the LoveMonkeys’ ability to entertain.  With a mix of 
popular covers and original reggae-inflected material, the 
band weaves fun, upbeat songs into a non-stop musical 
show often playing medleys that incorporate diverse source  

material and alternative versions of popular songs.  

Music and More main man and Eagle 102 on-air per-
sonality Scott Thomas has invited the LoveMonkeys 
back again this year, saying, “They are one of the biggest 
draws in the Tri-states.  They play such a variety of music 
– from pop to rock to country.”

Opening for the LoveMonkeys will be Dubuque’s own 
Rocket Surgeons, the official band of Dubuque365 and 
our (not so) secret weapon.  The legend says that that 
after forming in 2002, “It took them nearly 14 months to 
figure out that a fully assembled drum kit simply will not 

fit out the door.”  Once they got a bigger door they have 
earned their reputation as one of Dubuque’s most fun 
party bands by playing gigs all over the place and being, 
well, one of Dubuque’s most fun party bands.  

That reputation translated into an invitation to open for 
the LoveMonkeys at last year’s Kickoff.  “We had nev-
er played under the Town Clock,” recalls Rocket Sur-

geons guitarist and vocalist (not to mention 
Dubuque365.com guru and 365ink publisher) 
Bryce Parks. “I guess every band’s dream is to 
play for a big festival at the Town Clock, so 
especially as a new band it was great.”  

The event has grown from year to year, now ri-
valing some of the city’s more established sum-
mer festivals in attendance.  Parks chalks it up 
to a departure from the usual bands employed 
by other event organizers.  “It’s the only time 
we have rock at the Town Clock,” he notes, 
contrasting the jazz, blues and funk bands that 
usually play on the downtown stage.  Even 
from its beginning, the Kickoff has drawn a 
younger crowd than many of the other events.  
In any case, the concert is sure to be a party.   

Visitors can choose from a variety of food 
vendors including Carlos O’Kelly’s, the Tater 
Booth, Houlihan’s, Bricktown, Hy-Vee, Papa 
John’s, Mr. Goodcents, Sugar Ray’s Barbecue 
and Choo Choo Charlie’s.  And, of course, a 
variety of “adult beverages” will be available 
from Budweiser and Kirchhoff Distributing.  

The True Music Summer Kickoff is sponsored 
by Budweiser, Kirchhoff Distributing, Mu-
sic and More Promotions, Eagle 102, Y105, 
WJOD, WDBQ, Oldies 107.5, Holiday Inn, 

the U.S. Army, and Dubuque365.com and 365ink.  The 
event is a fund-raiser for a number of local not-for-profit 
organizations, including the Boy Scouts, Sertoma Club, 
Camp Albrect Acres, and Dubuque Main Street, Ltd.  For 
more information, visit www.Dubuque365.com.

Budweiser True Music 
Kickoff to Summer
Friday, May 26, Town Clock Plaza
by Mike Ironside



NISOM Presents  
“Pirates of Penzance”
The Northeast Iowa School of Music pres-
ents “The Pirates of Penzance,” which will 
be performed at The Bell Tower Theatre on 
May 19 & 20 at 7:30 p.m., and May 21 
at 3 p.m. This swashbuckling comic op-
eretta by Gilbert and Sullivan is a hilari-
ous farce filled with sentimental pirates, 
bumbling policemen, dim-witted young 
lovers, dewy-eyed daughters and an ec-
centric Major-Gener-
al, all morally bound 
to the often-ridiculous 
dictates of honor and 
duty. Admission is $12 for adults, $8 for 
students, seniors and keycard holders. For 
more information, call 563-690-0151 or 
visit www.nisom.com.

Kelly Miller Circus
The Kelly Miller Circus is 
coming to the Dubuque 
County Fairgrounds on May 
22 and 23. The event is a 
fundraiser for the Fair As-
sociation. Performances are 
at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
each day. Tickets in advance 
are $9 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren under 12. Tickets can be pur-
chased through the Fairgrounds 
office or at www.dbqfair.com.

Kennedy Mall, 
The Final Frontier...
The Space Exploration Experi-
ence, a museum-quality interac-
tive exhibit featuring past, present 
and future space travel, will be in 
Dubuque for ten weeks this sum-
mer beginning May 5. Kennedy 
Mall and Radio Dubuque are 
sponsoring the NASA displays, 
which will include a giant space 
shuttle, Destiny Module and a 
moon rock. During the event, 

astronauts will visit and a space simula-
tor will be operational. NASA agreed to 
provide the displays after recognizing this 
area has an extreme interest in aeronau-
tics. The free exhibit is a first for Dubuque 
and for the State of Iowa. The Space Ex-
ploration Experience will be open to the 
public from May 5 to July 9 at Kennedy 
Mall during regular mall hours.

Register in Advance: 
Big Muddy Race - June 10
Club Red, the Red Cross young profes-
sional service group, will host a first an-
nual Big Muddy Race, a Duathlon, in 
conjuction with America’s River Festival 
on June 10 at the Port of Dubuque. The 
race is an approximately 3-mile run, 10-
mile bike and another 3-mile run begin-
ning at the Mississippi riverfront and ex-
tending through the Mines of Spain nature 
preserve. Following the race, participants 
are encouraged to join the America’s Riv-

er Festival celebra-
tion. Proceeds will 
benefit the Ameri-
can Red Cross of 
the Tri-States, a pre-
mier local charity 
for disaster relief. 
To register or for 
more information, 
visit www.signme-
up.com or www.
dubuquechamber.
com/americasriv-
er/bigmuddy.html. 
Volunteers are 
needed, and those 
interested in help-
ing out should call 
Emily Szeszycki at 
563-599-5656. 
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Catch “Catfish Planet”
Don’t throw this one back
Leaping from frogs and diving into fish, the National Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium unveils its newest original exhibit, “Catfish Planet,” on Memorial Day 
Weekend.

In a city where fishermen thrive, annoying plastic singing fish are funny and catfish 
are regular Lenten fare, it’s surprising how little we Dubuquers know about the 100 
species of catfish that make up 34 percent of all freshwater fish. “Catfish Planet” aims 
to teach us.

The exhibit will include more than 100 species of catfishes in 21 catfish tanks. Some 
catfish of interest: electric, glass, walking and wood-pulp eating catfish. Museum-go-
ers will be able to participate in Catfish Planet through interactive exhibits, live ani-
mals and multimedia presentations. Perhaps the most fascinating part of the exhibit 
includes an enormous catfish model that visitor can walk inside, peer through the 
fishy-eyes and maneuver its whiskers … otherwise known as “barbels.” 

Visitors will walk through a series of related topics at the exhibit, including history, 
defense, feeding, reproduction, camouflage, habitat, senses, catfishes and people 
and conservation. The exhibit will also discuss larger issues like water pollution, 
deforestation and dams and effects on catfishes. 

The exhibit is an original creation of the National Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium staff and will be made available to other aquariums throughout the United 
States at the conclusion of its run in 2007. “Catfish Planet” is a particularly cool, 
relevant and informative exhibit. Check it out. 

Reeling in some facts:
• Catfish are a hugely diverse group of fish that live on every continent and have  
   even been found fossilized in Antarctica. 

• Almost 3,000 species of catfish exist on the planet with 2,000 more believed to
   be awaiting description. 

• Some catfish live in caves. 

• Some live in the ocean. 

• The Wels catfish of Europe can grow to more than 15 feet long and weigh over  
  700 pounds. The Mekong catfish can grow to more than 9 feet long and weigh  
   more than 800 pounds. YIKES!



10th Annual Relay For Life
May 19/20, 2006   6 p.m. – 7 a.m.
Dubuque Senior High School

Purple is beginning to show in Dubuque and 
the 10th Annual American Cancer Society Re-
lay For Life is officially under way. The 2006 
event was kicked off recently and teams have 
already begun to form, fundraise, and spread 
the word about a worldwide movement to 
end cancer.  

You can be a part 
of this chapter 
in the book of 
cancer history 
by signing up to 
participate in the 
Relay For Life of 
Dubuque and form-
ing a team.  New 
teams are needed 
to raise money and 
awareness of what 
the American Can-
cer Society is doing 

right here in Dubuque to save lives and dimin-
ish suffering caused by this disease.

New teams needed...
There are fun events going on all night – spe-
cialty laps to show off your creativity, music, 
food, kids events – tons to do for the whole 
family. Special events and dinner for Cancer 
Survivors! If you want to learn more about 
becoming a part of this movement, email the 
Cancer Society at dubuquerelay@hotmail.com 
or call 563-583-8249. Or to find a Relay For 
Life event near you, go to www.cancer.org.

Live on Main Comedy  
@ The Bricktown  
Entertainment Complex
Bricktown’s Live on Main Comedy 
doors open at 7:30. Shows start 
at 9 p.m. Get to LIve On Main by 
8:15, get a great seat and save two 
dollars on admission! Plus, get a 
bucket of Budweisers for only $10 
during the show. Sponsored in part 
by DBQ365.

Upcoming Dates and Headliners:

Wednesday, May 17 
AUGGIE SMITH (A Bob and Tom Regular) 
First time to Dubuque for Bob & Tom regular Auggie 
Smith. During Auggie’s set, pop culture targets rang-
ing from the Barbie Doll to celebrity game shows are 
dissected, piece by piece, into intelligently written, 
manic rants delivered in a seamless rapid-fire style. 
He has crafted an honest and opinionated mix of po-
litically incorrect comedy, sure to be remembered.

Wednesday, May 24 
CHAD ELSNER
Chad Elsner calls his stand-up act “comedy without a 
net.” His themes generally concern frustrating day to 
day stuff, such as too many remote controls. He has 
appeared on numerous comedy TV shows and is defi-
nitely a favorite to have at Bricktown. This is Chad’s 
first time at Bricktown.

3100 Comedy Night @ The 3100 Club, Midway Hotel
Live comedians as seen on HBO, Comedy Channel and Bob and Tom. Re-
member comedy at the Brass Ring? Well, we’re still here at the 3100 Club, 
just like you remembered it. Dubuque’s Original Comedy Club! Showtime 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Free admission on your birthday week! 

Upcoming Dates and Headliners:

Wednesday May 17 
HEYWOOD BANKS from the Bob and Tom Show comes 
to Dubuque for a special show.

Wednesday May 24 
CHRIS “Crazylegs” FONSECA & DENNIS ANTON 
light up the stage at the 3100 Club.
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1. Dubuquefest is the _______ festival in 
Dubuque.  

A. biggest
B. oldest
C. chocolatiest
D. most awesomest 
 
2. What year was the first Dubuquefest?

A. 1492
B. pi
C. 1978
D. 1988

3. DubuqueFest is sponsored by what orga-
nization?

A. The City of Dubuque
B. Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce
C. Dubuque Arts Council
D. Dubuque County Fine Arts Society

4. In past years, which organization has 
Dubuquefest partnered with?

A. Dubuque365.com
B. Dubuque Jaycees
C. Dubuque School District
D. Carnegie-Stout Public Library
E. Old House Enthusiasts

5. What music duo first met for a perfor-
mance at Dubuquefest and later married?

6. The annual poetry anthology published 

in coordination with Dubuquefest by the 
Dubuque Area Writers Guild is named what? 

A. DAWG
B. Gallery
C. Dubuquefest Poetry Anthology
D. Iambic Pentameter for Dummies
E. DOG

7. Yard signs advertising Dubuquefest are 
created and installed each year by:

A. Central Alternative High School students
B. “artsy” volunteers
C. “fartsy” volunteers
D. out of work sign painters
E. they just pop up like morels in the spring

8. This year’s Friday night headliner, Chicago 
funk band Bumpus, played is first Dubuquef-
est in what year? 

A. 1999
B. 2000
C. 2001
D. 2002

9. Funnel Cake or Kettle Corn?

10. The best part of Dubuquefest is: 

A. Art Fair in Washington Park
B. Free live music at the Town Clock, the 
Gazebo and KC Hall
C. Old House Tour
D. Poetry Reading
E. Funnel Cake
F. Kettle Corn

Answers on Page 28! 



Against the Grain
Against the Grain: Contemporary Turned 
Wood Urns by Steve Sinner features care-
fully crafted vessels and skilled wood-
working and will be on display from May 
30 to August 13 in the Dubuque Museum 
of Art.

Sinner concentrates on vase forms – dif-
ficult because of their deep, hollow inte-
riors.  He was a Purchase Award winner 
in the Dubuque Museum of Art’s Tri-State 
Tri-Annual Invitational exhibition in 
2003/04.  He lives in Bettendorf, Iowa, 
with his wife.

The exhibit is on display in the Kris Moze-
na McNamer Gallery and organized by 
the Dubuque Museum of Art and pre-
sented by Cottingham & Butler.

The opening reception for this exhibition 
will be held Thursday, June 15 from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Admission to the re-
ception is $10 for non-members and free 
for members.

You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown 
The Bell Tower Theater is 
pleased to announce this 
summer’s musical comedy 
“You’re a Good Man, Char-
lie Brown,” directed by Bell 
Tower Theater Artistic 
Director Sue Riedel.
 
In the 1950s animator Charles Schultz in-
troduced a group of kids that have been 
loved for generations. The “Peanuts” char-
acters come to life in this musical for the 
whole family. See Charlie Brown and his 
kite, Linus and his blanket, Lucy and her 
psychiatrist booth, Schroeder and his pia-
no and Snoopy and his supper dish. Perfor-
mances are Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from June 16 to July 22.

The ensemble production stars local ac-
tors Scott Schneider, Desi English, George 
Holland, Beth Kintz, Zachary Mattison 
and John Woodin as the lovable “Pea-
nuts” characters.
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Leave the kids at home for this one!
Transforming the Bijou Room at Five Flags Theatre to the Kit 
Kat Klub of the 1930’s, Fly-By-Night Productions presents 
“Cabaret.” 

The famous musical is set in Berlin, Germany, 1930. Deca-
dence. Nazis on the rise. Denial. A city teeming with caba-
rets where risqué entertainment distracts from daily stress. 

Grab a drink. Grab a seat. Be dazzled by the girls. The au-
dience of “Cabaret” is the audience of the Kit Kat Klub in 
Germany. 

The emcee says, “Leave your troubles outside … so life is dis-
appointing? Forget about it. In the Kit Kat Klub, life is beau-
tiful.” Sounds irresistible? It is. Seating is limit and cabaret-
style – 6 per table. 

The musical is directed by Lenore Howard, Jill Heitzman-Car-
lock and Doug Mackie and is funded by a grant from the City 
of Dubuque.

Show dates are Fridays and Saturdays, June 2-3, 9-10 and 16-
17 at 8 p.m. and Sundays June 3, 11, 18 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
on sale for $16 at the Five Flags Box Office, West Locust St. 
entrance, or by calling 563-557-8497 or at ticketmaster.com. 
“Cabaret” is not recommended for kids.
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Dubuquefest 
Fine Art Fair 
Saturday, May 20, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday, May 21, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Washington Park
by Mike Ironside

Dubuquefest for many has tradition-
ally been a sign of the beginning 
of the festival season, but the city’s 
longest-running festival offers more 
than food, live music and a cold beer under the Town Clock.  The Dubuquefest Art Fair 
in Washington Park has been a central part of the festival for 28 years.  

This year’s fine art exhibition will feature more than 70 artists displaying their hand-
made original artwork.  Paintings, drawings, photographs, pottery and sculpture will 
be on display, along with a variety of other artwork in media such as stained glass, 
leatherwork, jewelry, baskets, fiber art and clocks.  Artists are juried for the exhibition 
from a selection of slides reviewed by a committee made up of artists, art instructors 
and advocates.  The review process is anonymous so artists are accepted only on the 
merit of their work, keeping the overall quality of the fine art exhibition high.  

Exhibiting artists are present in their booths during the fair, 
giving visitors an opportunity to meet the artists and learn 
more about their work, process and inspiration.  Some art-
ists create artwork in their free moments during the show, 
giving onlookers an insight into their technique and cre-
ative process.  Most work on display is also for sale. 

Not only a venue for those with an eye for appreciation, 
the Fine Art Fair provides opportunities for young artists to realize their creative poten-
tial.  Dubuquefest organizers make available three scholarships that provide for booth 
fees and a tent for promising artists with limited means.  

Younger artists of all ages can try their hand at making their own masterpiece at the 
“Creation Station.”  The art-making activities allow kids to create paintings modeled 
after modern masters Matisse and Pollock, or a hanging mobile in the style of Alexander 
Calder.  Mississippi Mud Pottery Studio returns to the fair encouraging all comers to play 
in the mud by creating a hand-thrown pot at the interactive pottery demonstration.  

Encouraging the appreciation of art in young artists not only through creation, the Art 
Fair sponsors a “Young Collectors Tent” where only kids can shop.  You must be under 
18 to purchase any of the artwork – all donated by participating artists and reasonably 
priced under $10.  

Kids will find plenty more to do while parents browse the booths, with face painting, 
games and clowns in the park.  Sunday will feature a special performance by the Fever 
River Marionettes.  This updated version of the classic Punch and Judy show promises 
to be entertaining and audience engaging.  

Always entertaining is the wide variety of live 
music performed in the gazebo at the center of 
Washington Park.  This year proves no different 
as a full slate of musicians will play during Satur-
day’s exhibition including the Dubuque Fiddlers, 
jazz guitarist Bill Encke, River & the Tributaries, 
Patchouli and the old-time music of the Lower 
Hominy Broadcasters.  Sunday’s program includes Los Aztecas regulars Romeo & Leo, 
Betty & the Headlights, Maureen Kilgore and the Troves.  

Art, music and family fun, the Dubuquefest Fine Art Fair is a celebration of culture 
and creativity.



Dubuquefest ‘06
The Main Stage Line-Up:

Friday, May 19
5-8:  ochOsol
8-11:   Bumpus

Saturday, May 20
11–1: Senior Jazz Band 
1-2:  Dream Land Faces 
2-4:  The Pines 
4-6:  Wicked Liz and 
 the Belly Swirls
6-8:  James Kinds and the 
 All Night Riders
8-11:  Pupy Costello & His   
 Big City Honky Tonk

Sunday, May 21
10-12: Dubuque Dance Studio 
12-2:  The One Hat Band 
2-4:   Denny and the Folk Ups 
4-6 :  Apple Dumplin’s 

Gazebo Entertainment, 
Washington Park

Saturday, May 20
10-11: The Dubuque Fiddlers 
11–1: Bill Encke 
1-2:  River & the Tributaries 
2-4:  Patchouli 
4-6:   Lower Hominy Broadcasters 

Sunday, 
May 21
11–1:  Leo & Romeo 
1-2:  Betty & the Headlights 
2-3:  Maureen Kilgore 
3-5:  The Troves
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Little Renaissance
Meander downtown to Dubuquefest
by Ellen Goodmann

It’s become better than tradition.

In Dubuquefest’s 28th year, we Dubuquers re-
turn to a progressively more vibrant downtown 
to revel in our senses and to celebrate art in its 
many forms.

Food, music, art and friends will spill from 
Washington Park to the Town Clock in front of 
a backdrop of Iowa spring splendor. 

Stormy Mochal, who rounds out her fourth and final year as director of Dubuquefest, 
hopes that attendees appreciate the growing caliber of art, excellent educational pro-
grams and the eclectic stew of music on many stages. 

More than 70 artists, hailing mostly from Iowa and Wisconsin, will wind through 
Washington Park showing and selling pieces that range from paintings to sculpture to 
jewelry during the juried Fine Art Fair. 

21 diverse, gritty and entertaining musical acts hit the Washington Park Gazebo, the 
Town Clock Main Stage and the Knights of Columbus Hall stage over the course of 
the weekend.

Pottery demonstrations, the annual Old House Enthusiasts Tour, an educational cre-
ation station and a poetry reading will cram the weekend with beauty, learning, bare-
foot dancing and celebration. 

The festival’s visibility, in correlation with the 
Dubuque County Fine Arts Society, has ex-
panded to draw excellent musicians, artists and 
people from all over the region.

Dubuquefest Committee member Connie Twin-
ing says that supporting this art is tremendously 
important to the community and also reflective 
of a sort of renaissance in the Dubuque-area.

“We have raised the bar at Dubuquefest,” Twining said of art and artists at this year’s 
fest.  “There has been a fabulous cultural resurgence in Dubuque.” 

Many elements of this resurgence are evident in the festival’s lineup. This resurgence, 
Mochal says, will not sustain itself without support. 

“We love the fest, but it’s also important to buy art at (Dubuquefest),” Mochal said.
Twining agrees. “It’s not rational,” she said. “It’s beautiful. You can take home a piece 
of beauty that is original. You can meet the artist and see their body of work … and as 
a gallery owner, I cannot stress how exquisite that opportunity is.”

Twining likens finding a perfect piece of art to meeting a 
husband or wife.

“Every time you look at that piece, you will remember 
the connection you made with the artist and with the 
piece, and fall back in love with it all over again.”

So buy something for your wrist, shelf or 
wall. Take off your shoes and dance. Wash 
down those Sugar Ray’s ribs with a beer from 
the Jaycees. Admission is free and summer 
is almost here. 

Check out the Live Music pages for a look 
into some local and regional musical acts 
playing at Dubuquefest.
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Borders Books Family Events
Saturday, May 20, at 11 a.m. 
Storytime - Theme:  Baseball stories featuring “Roasted 
Peanuts” by Tim Egan and “Curious George at the Base-
ball Game” by H.A. Rey

Saturday, May 27, at 11 a.m. 
Storytime - Theme:  Animal Stories:  “Naughty Little Mon-
keys” by Jim Aylesworth; “Sixteen Cows” by Lisa Wheeler 
and “Russell & The Lost Treasure” by Rob Scotton

Saturday, June 3, at 11 a.m. 
Storytime - Theme:  “Miss Spider” books by David Kirk.
Borders Books is located in Kennedy Mall in Dubuque.

The Da Vinci Code
Fact or Fiction
By Robert P. Gelms

For a little fun…this review has a secret code embedded 
in the text. See if you can figure out what it says. The first 
five people with the correct answer to show up at the 
café in Borders at the Kennedy Mall will win a free cup 
of coffee. Good Luck!   

“The Da Vinci Code” movie comes out 
this week and what that means is that the 
50 million people who bought the book 
are making plans to see the film. So, if 
you are one of the 23 people in North 
America who did not read the book, the 
first part of this piece is for you.

Read the book. All your friends and 
relatives have. Everyone you will meet 
in the rest of the world already has. Do 
you think 50 million people could be 
wrong? It is a great thriller, a real page-
turner. Once it gets going it never slows 
down. Dan Brown is a talented writer 
who knows how to manipulate plot, 
characterization and intellectual content 
to create enough anxiety on the reader’s 
part to make it mandatory to find out 
how it all ends…right now. And, to top it 
all off, it is just great fun to read.

“The Da Vinci Code” (hereafter referred to as “TDC”) 
has spawned its own little…strike little…gigantic cot-
tage industry. The books that Dan Brown mentions in 
“TDC” have themselves shown substantially increased 
sales. “TDC” itself has at least nine English language 
editions and 44 foreign language editions. There are 
two unauthorized biographies of Dan Brown out and 
one book that is just a speculation on what Dan Brown’s 

next book will be. The next one, reportedly, is a sequel 
to “TDC” involving protagonist Robert Langdon and an 
adventure in America involving the history of the United 
States. Even a book Brown used for research purposes, 
“Holy Blood Holy Grail,” saw a huge jump in sales. 
Mostly, no doubt, because two of its three authors sued 
Brown, claiming that he plagiarized their ideas. Brown 
won that lawsuit.

Then there are, literally, dozens 
of books critiquing and analyzing 
“TDC.”  No wonder everyone in the 
publishing industry describes the 
book as a phenomenon. I can’t think 
of anything that comes close except 
maybe a book called “Why I Fired 
Dick Chaney and Donald Rumsfeld” 
by You Know Who.

What does it all mean?

In a way, nothing more than trying to 
get you to think about some interest-
ing things while having a good time 
doing it. There are many people who 
are treating “TDC” in most peculiar 
ways.  Some folks have been treating 
it as if everything in it is literally true. 
There is an aspect of it that you must 
never, ever forget...”TDC” is a work 

of fiction…Dan Brown made it all up.

In the context of the little world of “TDC” Dan Brown 
has the absolute right to have his characters say and do 
whatever he wants them to say and do. Dan Brown, or 
any author for that matter, does this in order to bring the 
reader to consider the themes of the book. That is what 
the author brings to the table. The reader is required to 
bring something to the table as well. It is called a willful 
suspension of disbelief. The reader gives the author per-
mission, so to speak, to create whatever kind of world 
the author wants to and I, as the reader, allow the author 

to do this and will believe every thing the author con-
cocts. If you didn’t do this you could never, for example, 
read a science fiction novel.

Yes, there are some facts in “TDC” that are not precisely 
true. So what? They are true in the confined world of 
“TDC” and that’s all that counts. I have read and heard 
some very absurd things that people have written and 
said concerning this book. Like the fact that since Dan 
Brown commits some factual errors in the book, the 
whole book isn’t true. Hello…all great thrillers, or all of 
literature for that matter, starts with the premise, “What 
If…!” All fiction, by its very nature and definition, is in-
herently untrue.

Dan Brown did not invent any of the central ideas in 
“TDC.” I’m not identifying those ideas in deference to 
the folks who are reading this and haven’t as yet read 
the book. All of the central ideas in “TDC” have been 
floating around Christianity for 1800 years or so. If Dan 
Brown represented “TDC” as a biography of one of the 
most famous women in history, he would, then, have an 
incredibly large problem on his hands but he doesn’t. So 
get over it and have a little fun already!

I think it is fitting to end this with Dan Brown’s own 
words. This is a quote taken from his web site.

“The Da Vinci Code is a novel and therefore a work of 
fiction. While the book’s characters and their actions 
are obviously not real, the artwork, architecture, docu-
ments, and secret rituals depicted in this novel all exist 
(for example, Leonardo Da Vinci’s paintings, the Gnostic 
Gospels, Hieros Gamos, etc.). These real elements are 
interpreted and debated by fictional characters. While it 
is my belief that some of the theories discussed by these 
characters may have merit, each individual reader must 
explore these characters’ viewpoints and come to his or 
her own interpretations. My hope in writing this novel 
was that the story would serve as a catalyst and a spring-
board for people to discuss the important topics of faith, 
religion, and history.”
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The anti-open mic
time to jeer, folks.
By Ellen Goodmann

Take off that beret, Ahab. 
Pick your poison. Okay … just 
order two shots of your choice. 

Readings Under the Influence 
takes off on Tuesday, May 30, at 
the Busted Lift.

Who does event organizer Joe 
Tower want to see there?

“People who would never be 
caught dead at a reading,” he 
said.  

Why? 

“RUI (Readings Under the Influ-
ence) is not self-indulgent to the artist, like most concerts 
and art exhibits … it’s as much for the audience as it is the 
artist,” he said.

The Galena native and recent Chicago transplant moved 
to Dubuque to be closer to family after earning an MFA 
in creative writing at Columbia College in Chicago. In 
fact, Readings Under the Influence was the brainchild 
of Tower and other Columbia graduate students as a 
fund-raiser for another Chicago reading … but when the 
fund-raisers ended up being more wildly entertaining 
than the event the students were planning, RUI became 
a monthly celebration of words, a veritable heckling of 
readers and playtime with the audience. 

In Dubuque, Tower is enthused to pretty much allow the 
area scene to self-construct.
“There’s not really a (readings) scene here, but that’s 

awesome, because we don’t have to break into one … 
we can create one,” Tower said.

Each month, the readings will be as diverse as the liquor 
selection at the Lift. 

Up this month? Tower himself, singer/
songwriter Nathan Jenkins, writer Kristina 
Kastaneda, poet Jack Finn and hip-hop art-
ist Case the Joint.

Not typical “writers.” Not typical tiresome, 
self-congratulatory readings.

Here’s what happens. Reader orders two 
shots. Reader gets on stage (where a house 
band is in place … typically, local favor-
ite Jimmy Berg). Reader takes shot. 
Reader, well … does what 
he’s gonna do. Reader takes 
another shot. Done.

Tower says the shots kind 
of desensitize the reader 
AND give her something 

to look forward to. 

“No single artist gets more time at the 
mic … and nobody’s onstage for a 
long time. The audience will NOT get 
bored,” Tower said. 

In fact, each reader will get up on stage 
twice … but the second trip up on 
stage is all about trivia. And the trivia 
relates to pretty much anything liter-
ary or artsy … and whoever in the au-
dience gets the most correct answers 
wins a prize. A toy prize. Without 
the toy …  Tower doesn’t know what 
yet … but something related to the 
trivia – a book, or maybe an album.

Oh, and don’t expect to give or receive contemplative 
looks or knowing nods. Think more along the lines of 
cheering, berating, jeering and laughing. Like a rock 
show  -- not an open reading.

The thing is, Tower sees literature as he sees music or art.

“To me, books are like rock albums,” Tower said, liken-
ing James Joyce to James Brown. 

And he firmly believes that writers, as artists, must share 
their work with an audience.

“Art is like a bomb. It has to explode. Art that doesn’t 
reach an audience isn’t really art,” he said. 

“Also, if you don’t play in front of an audience, you’ll 
become a unhappy old person,” he said.

So †here you go. You heard it 
from Joe. Check out Readings 
Under the Influence (in mod-
eration) the last Tuesday of the 
month on stage at the Busted 
Lift. Heckling. Shots. Prizes. 
Casual atmosphere. Brilliant. 

Tower said that food will always 
be provided in some way at the 
readings. This time, think old 
school bake sale: Delicious mys-
tery bars, cookies, brownies and 
treats with layers. 

If you want get up there and share 
your work … it could be mu-
sic, stand-up-comedy, playwrit-
ing or anything under the sun … 
holler at your boy Joe at max.mil-
lions@gmail.com … and The RUI 
website is soon to be complete at  
www.ruidubuque.com.

DAD!!!!!
Write a humiliating story,  
win a father’s day gift for your pops!
by Ben Graham

I have been puked on, pooped on, and peed on countless 
times. I have been dragged out of restaurants, churches 
and parties because of tired kids. 
I won’t even begin to talk about 
how many times that I have been 
awakened at 12:03, 12:27, 1:38, 
2:19, 4:23, 4:25, 4:28, and 5:57 
in the morning.

Although revenge and payback 
are not the right words, especially 
when speaking about my own 
flesh and blood, I look forward to 
my prerogative as a dad to embar-
rass my kids someday. Again, not 
acts of retaliation – rather, ways to 
reestablish my role as the king of 
my castle and lord over all egos 
within. I will not do anything that 
will require my children to go to 
therapy but I really look forward 
to the day when I can wear a Frisbee-sized button with 
a picture of my kids at their games or an extra-special 

bathrobe I can put on when my kids 
bring their friends to the house. 
I can picture it like it was yesterday. 
My buddies and I would be hang-
ing out in the basement playing 
ping-pong or planning our night. 
Dad would always come down the 
stairs to say “hi” to the guys and see 
what we were up to. He always had 

a cigarette in one 
hand and a can 
of Dr. Pepper in 
the other. While it 
was perfectly cool 
that dad wanted to 
see who his son was 
hanging out with, he 
would sit on the basement steps and 
carry on an entire conversation with my 
buddies wearing nothing but his white 
Jockey t-shirt tucked neatly into his 
tighty-whitey Jockey shorts and a pair 
of brown loafers (you know the loafers I 
am talking about). “How are your folks 
doing, Mark?” “How about a Dr. Pep-
per, guys?” “What are you fellas up to 
tonight?” 

“Daaaaaaaddd! Put some pants on! Geez! Sorry guys! 
He does that sometimes.”

No conversation about 
growing up would 
be complete without 
one story about how 
our dads would “in-
nocently” humiliate 
us. In recognition of 
our beloved dads on 
Father’s Day, June 18, I 
want you to send your 
story about the embar-
rassing things your dad 
would do or wear to 
mortify you. A story 
and a picture would be  

    even better. 

Submit your story to  
contest@dubuque365.com 

or mail them to:  
Dubuque 365, 210 W. 1st Street,  

Dubuque, IA 52001

The best stories will be published in 365ink and online at 
www.dubuque365.com in the June 15 edition. All stories 
must be submitted and received no later than June 9. 

The writer of the most embarrassing story will receive a 
gift certificate for your dad to Graham’s Style Store for Men 
for an S. Cohen navy blazer and an Enro dress shirt.

The legend of loafers 
and tighty whiteys.

Joe Tower brings Readings Under the  
Influence home with him from Chicago.

Papa Graham offers up a Dr. Pepper!

365 Publisher Bryce Parks’ dad waxes the 
woody station wagon in 1976. Very sexy!
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Recurring Entertainment 
to Remember!
To add events to this list for free, please send your recurring events to
events@dubuque365.com with full details and schedule.

Sunday
Auto Racing - Many Divisions, Dbq. Co. Fairgrounds Speedway, 7-10 PM
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout 9 PM - 3 AM

Tuesday
‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 PM-12 AM

Wednesday
Open Mic -  Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 AM - 1AM
Open Forum - Poetry, Music, Isabella’s (In the Ryan House) 7 PM - 9 PM
Dubuque Area Writer’s Guild Open Forum - 2nd Wed. (Isabella’s) 7-9PM
Live Comedy - Live on Main Comedy, Bricktown, 8 PM - 11 PM
Live Comedy - 3100 Club Comedy Night, Midway Hotel, 8 PM- 10 PM
The Wundo Band - Pizzeria Uno Annex, Platteville, WI,  9 PM - 12 AM
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 PM - 11 PM
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 PM -12:30 AM
Karaoke - C-N-T Ent., Second Wind, Galena, IL, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Thursday
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 PM - 10 PM
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 PM - 2 AM
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 PM - 12 AM
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 PM - 12 AM
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 PM - 1:30 AM
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 PM - 1:30 AM
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 PM - 1 AM
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 PM - 2 AM
Guest Bartender Night - Isabella’s (Ryan House) 5 PM - 8 PM

Friday
Auto Racing - Many Divisions, Farley Speedway, 7 PM - 10 PM
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 PM - 10:30 PM
Open Mic - Bluff Street Live, Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 PM - 2 PM
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 PM - 12 AM
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 PM - 1:30 AM
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Sandy Hook Tap, 10 PM -2 AM
DJ Music - Renie B., George & Dales, East Dubuque 11 PM - 3 AM
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 PM - 1 AM
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 PM - 2 AM

Saturday
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 PM - 10:30 PM
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 PM - 2 AM
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 PM - 12 AM
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 PM - 1:30 AM
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 PM-1AM
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 PM-2 AM

The Scene
by Guy Hemenway

I was open mikin’ it the other 
night at the Lift, groovin’ with 
the usual suspects. They were 

all present and accounted for...Martin, Weydert, Garcia et al. There was even a fresh face, 
Gretchen Banowitz, belting out a couple of Lucinda Williams tunes. She was a charm. While 
I was adrift on a rift the melody of the tune evoked a sort of flashback. I was transported to a 
generic wedding reception sometime in a bygone era. You know the kind … turkey and dress-
ing sandwiches, Spanish peanuts and butter mints all served on white paper tablecloths. Oh 
yeah, and Old Mill flowing from multiple orifices like the south fork of Catfish Creek. And, 
crammed in the corner, Tramp was belting out a Skynyrd tune.  Later that evening like stewed 
lemmings we migrated east and danced on the tables at Hydes. Through the smoke and beer 
goggles I focused in on -- that’s right – Tramp, on stage, sans a change of clothes or tunes. The 
next day, to clear our heads, we hit a little keg party at Leisure Lake. Two bucks covered the 
Hamm’s and the band. I was pumping the tapper when a familiar rhapsody wafted my way 
on the wind and wood smoke. You guessed it ... up there on a flatbed truck was Tramp, look-
ing kind of haggard, like the Fourth Virginia Volunteers after the battle of Antietam. They were 
troopers and talented musicians one and all, but how many cheeseburgers can you eat?  

A particularly long cool guitar lick snapped me back to the present, and then it dawned on 
me. Dubuque has a music scene. A major music scene. No more white bread, top-ten, one-
band town, but more choices than Baskin-Robbins.  Not just local fare but national…global. 
A local band, an Iowa band, a national act and an Irish band all almost at once in the town 
that never sleeps. 

The original “Vaseline Machine Gun,” Leo Kottke, renowned maestro of the 12-string, was 
wowing ‘em at the Five Flags Theatre.  Homegrown Iowa rocker Joe Price’s slide-of-hand 
could be heard within the intimate confines of Isabella’s. There was something for even the 
most sophisticated palate. Cool jazz from the 88s could be heard flowing out the doorway of 
the Grape Harbor and a band with a distinct Irish brogue touched down at the Lift. 

One can drink in Salsa and Zydeco under the Clock. And that’s not counting an Olympic-
size pool of local talent that can be found jamming all around the village. But, scenes have 
a way of disappearing like the pet rock or the T. Rex (no pun there). Scenes must be nurtured 
to survive and thrive.  I, for one, am making the sacrifices necessary to support the scene. It’s 
a tough job.  How ’bout you?  Pass me the butter mints, would you?

Revenge of the 365 Lunchtime Jams
Watch for the return of the Dubuque365 Lunchtime Jams again 
this summer under the shadow of the Town Clock in downtown 
Dubuque. Now it’s fifth year, the lunchtime Jams were created 
to give downtown workers, and everyone with time to come 
on down, the chance to stretch their legs, their brains and their 
circle of friends over the lunch hour. With our great long-time 
partner, Carlos O’Kelly’s you can stop by, listen to some great 
live music by local artists such as Denny Garcia, Ralph Kluse-
man and more while enjoying a variety of fresh hot mexican 
entrees and snacks. 

This year, 365 LunchtimeJam dates will follow All That Jazz 
dates. So that means you can have lunch with 365 and Car-
los O’Kelly’s on the third 

Fridays of June, July and August, and the first Friday of 
September. And we may add some more dates in there 
for good measure. The Jams run from 11:30 AM - 1 PM 
and take place in the plaza area just east of the Town 
Clock. The food is for sale but the music is free!

Watch for a full detailed schedule of 365 Lunchtime Jams 
in the next issue of Dubuque365ink Magazine. And for 
goodneed sakes, join us for nachos and rock and roll!
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Honky Tonk hits the 
Town Clock
by Ellen Goodman

Bona fide country music will hit the 
main stage of Dubuquefest on Satur-
day, May 20.

Pupy Costello and his Big City Honky 
Tonk play in the authentic tradition of 
Hank Williams and Johnny Cash … a 
honky-tonk heritage that the four guys 
have fought to preserve.

The Madison, Wis.–based band has 
been voted the area’s favorite country 
band, and released its first CD, “Beer 
Drinkin’ Songs,” in September 2005 – blending original and cover material in a no-
frills, classic country way that draws fans from every spectrum of musical taste.

Lead singer Joe “Pupy Costello” LeSage left New York City and his pre-war jazz band 
The Wild Party Sheiks behind for Madison in spring 2004 and scooped up some 
gritty and great musicians in the Midwest. Ed “Spooky Noodle” Larson plays the 
Telecaster and steel guitar, ex-bartender Bob “Daddy Paxem” Hemaur plays bass and 
Jason 
“Little Marty Leibowitz” Schumacher hits the drums. Dig the nicknames. 

The band’s sound is retro and unique. Some of its most acclaimed pieces, in fact, 
are the songs reminiscent of LeSage’s time in his New York-based hokum band. The 
music is naked yet original and if you’re a Cash fan or a country fan, a music lover 
or just curious … you’re not going to want to miss this honky-tonk Saturday at the 
Town Clock from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Bump it with  
Bumpus
Chicago  jam band funks it up
by Ellen Goodmann

Appearing for a second time in a 
new formation at Dubuquefest is 
Chicago-based funk and jam-band 
Bumpus. 

The eight musicians with diverse 
backgrounds and varied musical 
tastes share a love of soulful mu-
sic and have recently released their 
fourth LP, “All the People.”

They have performed across the Midwest with the likes of Karl Denson’s Tiny Uni-
verse, Robert Walker’s 20th Congress and the Roots and Jurassic 5.
If you saw Bumpus at Dubuquefest in 2001, you’ll want to catch it in its new forma-
tion. In 2001 the band split with lead singer Rachael Yamagata, who left to sign a solo 
record deal. This split, the band says, allowed it to take a look at its varied styles and 
return to its funk roots with more maturity, talent and experience. The change, self-
described as a kind of a return to a Sly and the Family Stone-style, allows the group 
to utilize sounds from horns to keys to multiple gospel singers. Sounds like the whole 
package. And the band hopes to carry a message with its sound that is meaningful, 
political and always melodious.  With a reputation built on live performances, expect 
depth of sound and some funk to bump to.

Yup, that sucker’s old.
Old House Enthusiasts Annual Old House Tour

Traditionally held in conjunction with Dubuquef-
est, the Old House Enthusiasts will host their An-
nual Old House Tour Saturday and Sunday, May 20 
and 21 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  This is the ninth year 
for the annual tour.  

This year’s tour features the Goodman home at 505 
English Lane, an 1847 miner’s cottage; a 1941 Whiskey Hill Cottage at 845 South-
ern Avenue; the Banfield home at 999 South Grandview Avenue, a 1911 Crafts-
man with a Spanish Revival-style clay tile roof; the 
Loetscher House at 1766 Overview Court, a 1940 
Cape Cod cottage with Dutch Colonial influences 
and the “Yellow House” at 1755 Overview Court, a 
1927 Arts & Crafts/Mission-Style.  

Tickets for the tour are $10 and may be purchased at 
any home during tour hours or in advance by call-

ing 563-556-6459 or emailing hmk3656@yahoo.
com.  Trolley rides between houses on the tour are 
included in the ticket price.  Free parking for the 
event will be available at the Bryant School park-
ing lot at the corner of Bryant St. and Mt. Loretta 
Avenue.  Tour guests are encouraged to park and 
use the trolley because parking will be restricted 
on Overview Court and Plymouth Court to allow 
the trolley direct access to the tour houses. Trans-

portation is also available on the City of Dubuque Orange Line Bus from Washington 
Square to Bryant School for an additional $1 each way.

The members of the Old House Enthusiasts are interested in preserving the older homes 
and historic buildings of Dubuque.  They sponsor the annual Old House Tour during 
Dubuquefest to allow everyone to enjoy and appre-
ciate the old homes and to promote interest in their 
preservation.  Each year the Old House Enthusiasts 

donate a portion of 
the tour proceeds 
to a community 
preservation proj-
ect.  This year the 
group will support 
exterior tuckpoint-
ing work on the Old Jail Museum.  For more informa-
tion on the tour, call 563-556-6459.  
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Dubuque . . . and All That Jazz!
Schedule dates for the summer concert series
By Mike Ironside

While Dubuquefest and Kickoff to Summer this month are a sure sign that festival 
season in Dubuque is under way, Dubuque Main Street’s Dubuque … and All That 
Jazz! summer concert series remains a highly anticipated landmark in the festival 
calendar.  Continuing in the tradition of hosting four events -- the third Friday of 
June, July and August and the first Friday of September – Dubuque Main Street has 
scheduled performances by three All That Jazz favorites, with one band new to 
Dubuque.  

The first installment, set for June 16 will feature the first band to ever play the 
event, Orquesta Alto Maiz, more commonly known as the ”Salsa Band.”  Not 
only did Orquesta Alto Maiz play the very first All That Jazz, but the group has 
performed every All That Jazz since, 
becoming something of a tradition as 
the summer concert series is celebrat-
ing its 15th anniversary this year.  

July 21 marks the second installment 
with Chicago-based soul, funk and 
R&B band The Business performing.  
“Crown Prince of Zydeco” C.J. Chenier 
will perform with his Red Hot Louisi-
ana Band August 18.  

The September 1 date will feature the 
All That Jazz debut of reggae/world 
beat group Baaro.  The Chicago band 
has roots in group founders Zeleke and 
Mulu Gessesse’s native Ethiopia, tak-
ing the band’s name from an ancient 
tributary to the Nile River.  Before cre-
ating Baaro, the brothers’ earlier band, 
Dallol, recorded with Bob Marley’s 
wife Rita and became the recording 
and touring band for Ziggy Marley’s 
platinum-selling, Grammy-winning 
“Conscious Party” album.  In addition 
to playing its original music, the group 
is said to perform songs by both Ziggy 
Marley and his legendary father.  

All four events are scheduled for 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. with music starting at 
6 p.m.  The concerts under the Town 
Clock are free and open to the pub-
lic.  Again this year, the festivals will 
feature a wide variety of foods by lo-
cal vendors and cold beverages served 
by the Dubuque Jaycees.  To celebrate 
the 15th anniversary of the concert se-
ries, Dubuque Main Street will release 
a commemorative CD at the June 16 
event, featuring music from bands that 
have played the event over the years.  

For more information, call 563-588-
4400, or visit www.dubuquemain-
street.com. Also, check out the special 
Dubuque ... and All That Jazz feature 
page on Dubuque365.com.
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School’s in for summer
Music N’ More Promotions, Penguins Management and Eagle 102 present raw, 
role-playing rock legend Alice Cooper live in concert , July 1 at the Dubuque Five 
Flags Civic Center.

For rock fans, one of the highlights of music over the past 35-plus years has been 
Alice Cooper. He’s released over 25 albums and has charted more than 25 Bill-
board hits since 1969 including “Eighteen,” “School’s Out,” “Poison,” “No More 
Mr. Nice Guy,” “You and Me” and “I Never Cry.”  Cooper has also appeared in the 
movies “Prince Of Darkness” and “Wayne’s World” and on television show “Sat-
urday Night Live.”   Alice Cooper has influenced musicians from Kiss and Marilyn 
Manson to David Bowie, the New York Dolls, Nine Inch Nails and Metallica. This 
is a must-see show. 

Alice Cooper is famous for his bizarre on-stage antics, which are sure to be seen by 
concertgoers at the July performance. 

Opening for Alice Cooper is Johnny Trash. 

Tickets for the show go on sale 
Saturday, May 20, at noon, 
at the Five Flags box office, 
Ticketmaster at 563-557-8497, 
or online at www.ticketmaster.com.

A limited number of V.I.P tickets 
cost $35.75 and all other seats 
are $29.75. 



Thursday, May 18th
American Idol Star Josh Gracin
Five Flags Center, 7:30 PM

John Auer
Isabella’s (Ryan House) 8 PM - 11 PM

Open Mic Night at Grape Harbor
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM

Hip Hop show with Dumate
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 1 AM

The One Hat Band 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 10 PM  

Friday, May 19th

Dubuquefest ‘06 Live Music
5-8  ochOsol, 8-11 Bumpus
Under the Town Clock, 5 PM - 11 PM

Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM -11:30 PM

Denny Troy
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 12 AM

Left Of Center
The Yardarm, 8 PM - 12 PM

Julien’s Bluff
Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Swing Crew
Doolittle’s Pub,  9 PM - 1 AM

Scarlett Runner
The Busted Lift, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, May 20th

Dubuquefest ‘06 Live Music
Under the Town Clock, 11 AM - 11 PM
11-1  Senior Jazz Band , 1-2 Dream 
Land Faces , 2-4 The Pines , 4-6 Wicked 
Liz and the Belly Swirls, 6-8 James 
Kinds & the All Night Riders, 8-11 Pupy 
Costello and His Big City Honky Tonk
(See page 7 for Gazebo Entetainment)

Blackbloom
Mississippi Mug, 6:30 PM - 11 PM

The Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM -12 PM

Mighty Short Bus
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Massey Road
3100 Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

Renegade Band
Red & Debs (Platteville) 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band
Dyersville Commercial Club Park,  
9 PM - 1 AM

Zero 2 Sixty
Moonlight Reflections, 9:30 - 12 AM

Shot In The Dark
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Artie and the Pink Catillacs
Dino’s Backside, 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Amouires 
New Diggings General Store & Inn, 9 
PM – 1 AM

Doug and Lisa Frey
Mississippi Mug, 9 PM – 12 AM

Saturday, May 20th
WhiskeyCow 
Courtside, 9 PM – 1 AM

BadFish 
Jumpers, 9 PM – 1 AM

Drill
Night Owl (Shullsburg), 9:30 - 1:30 AM

Sunday, May 21

Dubuquefest ‘06 Live Music
Under the Town Clock, 12 PM - 4 PM 
12-2 The One Hat Band, 2-4 Denny and 
the Folk Ups, 4-6 Apple Dumplin’s

(See page 7 for Gazebo Entetainment)

Killed By the First, Gryphons (all ages)
The Busted Lift, 5 PM – 9 PM

Amouries 
New Diggings General Store & Inn, 
3:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Keisha & Jeremy Acoustic 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM – 12 AM

Tuesday, May 23
Two Blue Guitars 
The Pizza Factory, 7 PM – 9 PM

Jazz Tuesday with ‘Round Midnight 
Isabella’s, 9 PM – 1 AM

Triumph of Gnomes (all ages show)
The Busted Lift, 5 PM – 9 PM

Wed., May 24
Maureen Kilgore 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM – 10 PM

The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM – 12 AM

Open Mic with the Dert Tones
The Busted Lift, 9 AM – 1 AM

Thursday, May 25
Fran Felton 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM – 9 PM

Friday, May 26

Rocket Surgeons & the LoveMonkeys
Budweiser True Music Summer Kickoff, 
Town Clock Plaza 5 PM – 11 PM
 
50 Pound Rooster 
Jammin’ Below the Dam (Bellevue) 
6 PM – 10 PM

Bob Dorr and the Blue Band
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 1 AM

Bluff Street Live 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM – 11:30 PM

Dick Sturman 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM – 12 AM

BadFish 
Penalty Box, 9 PM – 1 AM

Apple Dumplins’ 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM – 2 AM U
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Saturday, May 27th
Shametrain
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 12 AM

Jim the Mule 
Mississippi Mug, 7 PM – 10 PM

The Legends 
3100 Club, 8 PM – 12 AM

Jabberbox 
Jumpers, 9 PM – 1 PM

Across The Road 
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM – 1 AM

Siderunners with the Mayflies 
Isabella’s, 9 PM – 1 AM

One Hat Band 
New Diggings General Store & Inn, 
from 9 PM – 1 AM

Liquid Rhythm 
The Pit Stop, 9 PM – 1 AM

Blue Willow 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM – 1 AM 

Horsin’ Around Band 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM –1:30 AM 

Rocket Surgeons 
Doolittle’s (Cuba City),10 PM – 2 AM

Wed., May 31

Jacquie Koerperich 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM – 10 PM

The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 AM

The Dert Tones, open mic
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 1 AM

Friday, June 2
Jodi Splinter & Kevin Beck 
3100 Club, 8 PM –12 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Catfish Charlie’s, 9 PM – 1 AM

Big Muddy 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM – 12 AM

Craig Erickson Blues Band
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 1 AM

Saturday, June 3
Julien’s Bluff 
Bent Prop Marina, 2 PM – 6 PM

The Wundo Band 
Main Street Galena, 5 PM – 6:30

Andy Schneider Jazz Trio
The Busted Lift, 9 PM – 1 AM

The Mighty Short Bus 
The Yardarm, 8 PM – 12 AM
 
Just Push Play 
Pitstop, 9 PM – 1 AM

Rocket Surgeons 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM – 1 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Jumpers, 9 PM – 1 AM

Fran Felton 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM – 12 AM
 
BadFish 
Dagwoods, 9 PM – 1 AM

Okham’s Razor 
Doolittle’s (Cuba City), 9 PM – 1 AM

Mr. Obvious 
Doolittle’s (Lancaster), 10 PM – 1 AMU
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Mission: Impossible III 
- A Film by J.J. Abrams (episodes of LOST and Alias)
 
Tom Cruise returns as Ethan Hunt in the third installment 
in the “Mission: Impossible franchise.”  In this sequel, 
Ethan has retired 
from active ser-
vice in the IMF 
and now trains 
the next genera-
tion of agents.  
He has met the 
love of his life, 
Julia (Michelle 
Monghan), got-
ten engaged and 
is looking to live 
a more normal 
life.  When one of 
his trainees is kid-
napped by arms 
dealer Owen Da-
vian (Philip Seymour Hoffman), Ethan is called back into 
active duty to rescue her.  The operation goes horribly 
wrong and capturing this arms dealer becomes Ethan’s 
primary objective.  Before all is said and done, Julia is 
drawn into the action and Ethan and his team (Maggie Q 
as Zhen, Ving Rhames as Luther and Jonathan Rhys Mey-
ers as Declan) must race against time to stop Davian. 
Our entire group was unenthused about seeing this film, 
to say the least.  It seemed like simply another Cruise ve-
hicle, a shoot ‘em up to fill the movie studio’s cash reg-
ister and nothing else.  Well, it is definitely one of your 
summer blockbuster, action-adventure movies but it is a 
surprisingly good one.  Besides some well-done action 
sequences, car chases and 
explosions, this film has a 
fair bit of character develop-
ment and humor.  Add to that 
some exotic locations like 
Vatican City and Shanghai 
and you have interesting 
settings to go along with 
the otherwise gritty cinema-
tography.  While the plot is 
nothing special, really, there 
are some good plot twists 
here and there that will keep 
you on your toes.  Some of 
the stunts are incredible as 
has been the case with this 
series.  And, as is typical in 
any series, the ending of 
the movie leaves the debate 
alive about whether or not 
there will be an “M:I 4.”  The gross receipts from this first 
weekend should make it a no-brainer.  How many strong 
franchises are there in the movie industry that have any 
legs to them?  If you like Tom Cruise or action-adventure, 
spy thrillers, you’ll enjoy “Mission: Impossible III” at least 
as much as we did.

2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque, 

563-582-7827

Carmike Cinema Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Carmike  Kennedy Mall 6
555  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-9215

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006

MOVIE  HOTLINES!

Poseidon
- A Film by Wolfgang Petersen (The Perfect Storm, Troy)

In a remake of the 1972 classic “The Poseidon Adven-
ture,” “Poseidon” is the retelling of the story of the ill-

fated ocean liner that is capsized by a gigantic 
wave and the passengers who must fight their 
way through the ship on their way to safety.  In 
the 2006 version, Josh Lucas plays Dylan, the 
self-assured professional gambler; Kurt Russell is 
Robert Ramsey, former Mayor of New York and 
father to Jennifer (Emmy Rossum), who is on the 
cruise with her boyfriend Christian (Mike Vogel); 
Andre Braugher is Captain Bradford and Jacinda 
Barrett is Maggie, a single mother who has to 
protect her 9-year-old son Conor (Jimmy Ben-
nett).  It is New Year’s Eve and as Fergie from the 
Black-Eyed Peas counts down to midnight, the 
massive wave approaches the ship.  It hits just in 
the midst of the revelry and the ship eventually 
ends up adrift upside down.  While the Captain 
attempts to keep those in the Main Ballroom 

calm, convincing them that their best course of action 
is to remain there and await help, Dylan decides that 
climbing through the ship to the propeller shaft is the 
only way to survive as the ship continues to sink.  The 
remainder of the cast of characters takes the risk and 
follows him as he leads them on a tangled and danger-
ous path that costs some of them their lives.

This remake is a fun, exciting take on the original Ir-
win Allen classic that was nominated for Best Picture 
when it was originally released.  It is doubtful that any 
of the acting performances here will garner a nomina-
tion such as the one given by Shelley Winters in “The 
Poseidon Adventure,” but they are generally effective.  

The tension is at times palpable and the au-
dience never knows exactly what is going to 
happen next or who will ultimately survive.  
As fans of the original film, “Poseidon” of-
fered some curious deviations that made this 
new version more complex as well as more 
fast-paced.  And, the special effects, espe-
cially surrounding the ship itself, obviously 
benefit from the computer technology of 
today.  The original film suffered from poor 
(and limited) exterior shots of the ship as 
it is struck by the wave and as it continues 
to suffer from the aftermath.  Still, the film 
seemed quite short and the resolution almost 
came too quickly.  While “The Poseidon Ad-
venture” may have suffered from the oppo-
site problem, “Poseidon” may not have spent 
enough time on character development and 
relied too much on the special effects.

The images of the ship, its mangled innards and the 
entire sequence when the wave hits are well worth the 
trip to the cineplex.  The story remains a solid outing 
in the disaster film genre and the tweaks from the orig-
inal film make this one more current.  “Titanic” it is 
not, nor was it intended 
to be.

18

You get a FREE gift  
from any of these great places:
Live on Main Comedy • Lot One • Bartini’s 
Steve’s Ace Home & Garden • The Busted Lift
Jamie’s Wine Studio • Burger King • Graham’s
Bricktown / Underground Sports Bar • Isabella’s
The Beefstro Sports Bar • Jumpers Sports Bar

THE SCHED AHEAD
 May 19
 • The Da Vinci Code
 • Over the Hedge
 • See No Evil

May 26
•  X-Men: The Last Stand

June 2
• The Break-Up

June 6
• The Omen

June 9
• Pixar’s Cars



Get showtimes, movie reviews, gossip, release 
dates, trailers,  and more online 24/7/365 @

DUBUQUE365C•OM

or call the 365 hotline

588-4365
CATEGORY 5

By Tim Brechlin

You’re watching a movie.

Suddenly, it happens.  The movie starts 
getting fuzzy and scratchy, it starts roll-
ing up and down the screen, and the 
audio gets garbled.  

It’s called “tracking,” and it’s one of 
VHS’s oldest tricks in the book.

At 365, we believe that you should be 
free of “tracking” problems.  And so, 
we endorse DVD. Yet we still get no en-
dorssement deal.

That’s 365’s stand. Are you in good hands?

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 22

T R A N S A M E R I C A   
Felicity Huffman was 
nominated for an Os-
car for her work in 
this movie, playing a 
pre-op male-to-female 
transsexual who dis-
covers that she has a 
wayward teenage son.  Huffman’s per-
formance takes the movie to a whole 
new level, turning what could easily 
be schlocky material into a genuinely 
heartfelt story.  The DVD, however, is 
another story, as its special features are 
nonexistent.  Great movie, but if you’re 
a bonus freak, you may want to think 
twice about buying.  Perfect for rental!

BLOODRAYNE  When the twenty-foot-
tall intelligent bees of the future sift 
through the tattered remnants of our 
civilization, they will find “Bloodrayne.”  
And they will understand.

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL  The Disney 
sensation comes home.  Telling the story 
of two students who discover a mutual 
love for music and singing, “High School 
Musical” is typical Disney fare.  But it’s 
good for families, and the music is oc-
casionally catchy.  The DVD is packed, 
too, with music videos, a making-of 
featurette, singalong 
versions of the songs, 
and more.  Give it a 
shot.  It’s not a clas-
sic, but better than 
you might think.

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 29
DATE MOVIE  Okay, it’s really not that 
good.  In fact, it’s really not good at all.  
I’m not sure it’s even funny.  But that’s 
the whole point of this movie, which 
makes no bones about aiming for the 
lowest common denominator in the 
vein of “Scary Movie.”  It’s tasteless, 
sophomoric, crude, dirty and obscene, 
but sometimes that’s the perfect recipe 
for a night huddled around a case of 
Budweiser with some 
friends.  The DVD fea-
tures an unrated cut of 
the movie, so you can 
enjoy even raunchier 
material than the first 
time around.

MOVIES@HOME TIP
WHEN YOU’RE BUYING A MOVIE, BUY THE WIDESCREEN VERSION!

Movies are filmed in one of two aspect ratios -- 2.35:1 or 1.85:1; both 
of which are indicative of the horizontal picture versus the vertical 
picture.  But in layman’s terms, a real movie picture is far lengthier 
than it is wide.  When a movie is made to fit your standard television 
screen, the sides are being cut off to fit your TV.  While movies are 
filmed as rectangles, your TV is essentially a square.  If you want to 
fill the whole screen, something’s gotta happen, and that something 
is taking an axe to the picture and lopping off the sides.

And so the solution is letterboxing -- squeezing the image down to a 
rectangle so you see the entire picture, not a cropped version.

OK, those black bars on widescreen movies might be annoying for a 
while.  But watch a movie like “Star Wars” on your fullscreen VHS tapes, 
and then watch it in widescreen.  Believe it or not, but the widescreen 
version has up to 40% more picture than the fullscreen version.

Look at it this way: You’re at the Sistine Chapel looking at the mag-
nificent ceiling, where the view truly is greater than heaven is wide.  

Would you cut off the sides of the painting?

Would you cut off the sides of Steven Spielberg’s next movie?

Trivia...  Learn it, love it, live it.

1) “Transamerica” star Felicity Huffman also leads 
what Emmy-nominated ABC show?

2) “Bloodrayne” is yet another terrible videogame-
to-movie adaptation.  This was the third directed 
by German hack Uwe Boll.  What were the other 

two?

3) Alyson Hannigan, star of “Date Movie,” also 
starred in what vamptastic WB television show 

in the 1990s?
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High School House... 
Bittersweet Lane
by Gary Olsen

new television series in how Dubuque 
Community Schools students build a 

spectacular house that is not only a lesson 
in applied learning and skilled trades, but 
it’s a lesson in life.

Have you met the crew of High School 
House 2006, “Bittersweet Lane,” on Medi-
acom Channel 19 yet?  Bittersweet Lane is 
the street on which the High School House 
project is located in that lovely subdivision 
off Kennedy Road near the entrance to the 
Dubuque Arboretum and Botanical Gar-
dens. But the name of that street is some-
what poetic under these circumstances. For 
all of these students, this street and 
this house will serve as a constant 
reminder of their high school ca-
reers, a reminder of their youth, 
their creativity, and perhaps some 
memories they would sooner for-
get but most they’ll treasure the 
rest of their lives.

The High School House project 
has been one of the longest-run-
ning vocational education proj-
ects in the history of the school 
district.  It has grown in many 
ways over the years, and it’s not 
just students going into the build-
ing trades that are interested in the 
year-long project.  Larry Cording, 
the teacher who presides over the 
construction aspects of the house, 
tells us that many students go on to 
engineering, architectural and de-
sign careers, and thanks to his co-in-
structor from Senior High, Janet Mozena, 
a segment of the students go on to interior 
design careers.  The curriculum covers 
almost every aspect of building and mar-
keting a house that will sell. And they do, 
sometimes very quickly.

Larry tells me these kids become attached 
to the house. Sure, they worked out here 
in all kinds of weather, and complaints 
sometimes far outnumber any other form 
of communication among them, but the 
students become the house and the house 
becomes the students. They can’t help 
being a little emotional when the house 
is no longer their domain and the own-
ership must transfer to a new family that 
has no idea of the blood, sweat, laughter 
and tears that went into this construction 
project. These young people had a very 
important experience whether they know 
it or not.

I spent a good part of the school year film-
ing their progress and I got to know them. 
I marveled at their skills and the experi-
ence displayed by these student who, by 
the way, were merciless jokesters, typical 
of their generation.

Many of these students come from fami-
lies with long histories in the construction 
trades. One student revealed to me he had 
been around construction sites with his 
father from the moment he could walk.  
There wasn’t a tool or process he was un-
familiar with, and he did excellent carpen-
try work as well as masonry and concrete. 
He even made suggestions on certain 
construction strategies which were incor-
porated by Larry Cording, who blended 
them right into the curriculum. “Experi-
mentation and new techniques are all part 

of the 
building process,” said Larry.  And this 
particular student wasn’t the only su-
premely experienced construction worker 
on the job site. One student has already 
worked for as many as five different con-
struction-related companies.

I carefully chronicled most major steps 
in the process of building this house, and 
I have produced a series of shows dedi-
cated to these fine young people and their 
spectacular project.

I also filmed the Interior Design students 
as they made their presentations before 
representatives of the Board of Realtors 
who help underwrite the project. Their 
creativity and the power of their presen-
tations determined the final decor, color 
scheme, and finishing touches.

To some of you folks who think buying a 
house built by high school students would 
be a risky business, think again. Under the 

watchful and expert eye of Larry Cording, 
nothing substandard or less than perfect is 
allowed to stand. If it’s not right, it’s ripped 
out and redone. This doesn’t happen too 
often. The houses that are the result of 
this process for the past nearly 20 years 
have always sold for excellent prices, and 
depending on the housing market some-
times sell before they’re completed.

The materials and techniques are state of 
the art. So are the tools from Lowe’s Home 
Improvement through a grant applied for 
by the Dubuque Schools Foundation.

Lowe’s Corporation provided a $6,000 
grant to the High School Applied Technolo-
gy and Building Trades Education Program 
through the Dubuque Community School 
District Foundation. The grant money was 
turned into a truckload of hand and power 
tools at the local Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment Store. One of Lowe’s store managers 
delivered the tools personally. The tools 
are used in classroom settings before the 
students embark on the job site. “This way 
our students will learn safe operation and 
proper applications,” explained Larry, 
who put his wish list together and submit-
ted it to Lowe’s when the grant award was 

announced. The grant was applied for by 
the Dubuque Community School District 
Foundation’s Bob Parks, who called Lowe’s 
Corporation to inquire about their public 
service programs and what was available 
at the community.

Two episodes are on Channel 19 and I’m 
working on the rest of the series as you 
read this.  The shows have garnered ex-
cellent feedback, and I was surprised at 
how many people didn’t realize that we 
did such a project.

Three high schools participate, including 
Wahlert.  Financing for the project this 
year was provided by Premier Bank, and 
advising on the design of the house is the 
Dubuque Board of Realtors who provide 
marketing assistance as well.

You can catch the show on Mediacom Ca-
ble, but you can also download episodes 
on demand from the project’s website:  
www.dubuque.k12.ia.us. Look for the story 
on the front page of our District website.

Gary Olsen is a national award-winning me-
dia producer and webmaster for the Dubuque 
Community School District.
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What a load of ... Compost!
Compost is now available at the Dubuque Metro Landfill. Residents may pur-
chase compost on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. only and businesses may 
purchase compost on Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. only. The compost 
sells for $5 per cubic yard with a minimum charge of $2. Pickup trucks will be 
mechanically loaded by landfill personnel; however, persons picking up smaller 
quantities of compost must bring their own containers and shovels and self-load. 
Compost is available on a first-come, first-serve basis to all Dubuque and Dela-
ware county residents and businesses. The Dubuque Metro Landfill is located 
at 14501 Highway 20 West, approximately 2.5 miles west of the Northwest 
Arterial intersection. For additional information, call the Solid Waste Education 
Office at 563-588-7933 or the Dubuque Metro Landfill at 563-557-8220. 

Art on the River Update
The City of Dubuque has completed solicit-
ing proposals from qualified artists to assist 
in the implementation of a public art pro-
gram titled “Art on the River” to be located 
at the Port of Dubuque.  Up to 10 proposals 
consisting of sculpture art will be selected 
for display at the Port of Dubuque.  

The public art project known as “Art on the River” is part of the Dubuque City 
Council’s Arts and Culture initiative.  Working in conjunction with the Arts 
and Cultural Affairs Advisory Commission, the Dubuque Museum of Art and 
a volunteer committee made up of artists, educators and city staff, the city 
has identified 10 highly visible locations at the Port of Dubuque to locate this 
artwork.  A selection committee made up of juried artists will review the artist 
applications and make a recommendation to the Commission and to the City 
Council on the selection of artwork that will be on display from September 
2006 to May 2007.  All artwork will be available for purchase by the general 
public throughout the year and a final auction will be held in May 2007 at 
the conclusion of the exhibition period.  A portion of the sales will be used to 
fund future public art projects.  

Road to Success  
Program looks for clothing donations.
The City of Dubuque’s Family Self-Sufficiency Program will sponsor its fourth 
annual “Road to Success” on Tuesday, June 6, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Im-
manuel Congregational Church at 1795 Jackson St. Donations of job inter-
view-appropriate attire and door prizes for participants are being accepted 
by the City of Dubuque’s Housing and Community Development Depart-
ment. The “Road to Success” program was developed to provide Dubuque’s 
low-income families the skills they need to become economically indepen-
dent and free of all welfare benefits. The program offers general job-hunting 
skills, professional resume assistance, advice on interview preparation and it 
gives participants the opportunity to choose one or two free interview outfits.  
This free workshop is limited to Family Self-Sufficiency Program participants.  
Childcare is available to allow interested persons to participate.  Refresh-
ments and door prizes will also be provided. The event is free but registration 
is required by Tuesday, May 30. For more information on donations of inter-
view-appropriate attire and door prizes, or to register for “Road to Success,” 
please call Family Self-Sufficiency Coordinator Carroll Clark at 589-4230 or 
e-mail cclark@cityofdubuque.org.

Creating A Culture of Caring
                            By Mayor Roy D. Buol
 

In a nutshell, volunteerism is the most impactful way to en-
rich our communities, build teamwork, strengthen our neigh-

borhoods, and utilize our unique talents. People of all sizes, ages and interests can volunteer.  
The common denominator is “caring.”  

Recently I was invited to greet the Leadership Dubuque Class of 2005/06, as it kicked off the 
class’s project, “Dubuque Days of Caring,” on May 5 and 6.  Leadership Dubuque is a pro-
gram of the Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce, delivered by the Clarke College Center for 
Professional Excellence.  The nine-month series focuses on the cultivation and development of 
rising community leaders.  

Dubuque’s inaugural Days of Caring brought together volunteers from around the area to 
join local non-profit organizations to work on one-time service projects. Agencies and orga-
nizations that requested service are among the most vulnerable including Boys & Girls Club, 
Hills and Dales, Hillcrest Family Services, Maria House, YWCA Domestic Violence Program, 
Bethany Home, Girl Scouts, Dubuque Leisure Services and more.

As I espouse at every opportunity, I believe we are, in truth, measured by the care we give to 
those in need.  The spirit of volunteerism in our community is strong, and has been that way 
since I can remember.  As many who know me have learned, I was 18 months old when my 
father left our family.  My mother, four sisters, two brothers and I moved into our grandparents’ 
three-bedroom, one-bathroom home in the North End of Dubuque.  Imagine, if you can, hav-
ing your home go from two to 10 people overnight.  Times were pretty stringent, and in the 
early years our family was helped by our City’s volunteer and non-profit organizations.

That, in fact, became my earliest memory of what “community” meant and was a foundational 
reason for why I pursued public service as an adult.  

As I reflect on the mission and goals of Dubuque’s annual Days of Caring, I applaud the 
program’s volunteer leadership and their efforts to highlight the reality that our non-profit or-
ganizations need our help to fulfill their mission.

Challenges arise, opportunities await; and we, the individual and corporate citizens of Dubuque, 
have the time, the talents, and the means as volunteers to determine a level of freedom, dignity 
and respect for those who have experienced a level of marginalization in our community.

Annual Days of Caring was this year’s Leadership Dubuque Class Project.  I invite the members 
of the 2005/06 Class to continue in their leadership role for a continuation and expansion of 
this project.  

Through volunteerism, all Dubuque citizens have the opportunity to create a unifying power, 
a Culture of Caring, for the good of all our agencies, organizations and the citizens they serve.  
I serve the City of Dubuque today in testimony to a connection between volunteers and the 
family of a small boy in need.
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Everything you didn’t 
want to know about the 
primary election...
Election date: Tuesday, June 6 
Poll Hours: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Voter eligibility requirements: You must be a U.S. citi-
zen. You must be 18 years old. You must be a registered 
Democrat or Republican Party member in Dubuque 
County. (Party affiliation may be declared at the polling 
place on election day.) 

Voter registration deadlines: Registration forms must 
be postmarked by May 22. The registration forms are 
widely available in county and state offices as well as 
financial institutions and other business places. There’s 
even on one this page. See it. It’s right down there! 
Registration in person must be completed on or before 
May 27.

Where to register: The Dubuque County Election Of-
fice, 4th Floor of the Court House, 720 Central Ave., 
weekdays between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Registration Changes: Name, party and address chang-
es within the Dubuque County may be made any time 
up to and including election day. Prior to election day, 
changes are made by the same means as voter regis-
tration. On election day, changes may be made at the 
voter’s new polling place. Changes of address from out-
side Dubuque County are considered new voter regis-
trations, putting the 10-day deadline in force. 
Absentee voting: Absentee votes may be cast at the Elec-
tion Office through June 5, the day prior to the election. 
Request forms for absentee ballots may be obtained at 
the Dubuque County Election office or on the Dubuque 
County Web site at www.dubuquecounty.org. All re-
quests for ballots being mailed must be received at the 
Election Office by Friday, June 2. For the primary, the 
voter must also specify a party (Democratic or Republi-
can) for which they are requesting a ballot.

Completed absentee ballots must be postmarked by mid-
night the day prior to the election (June 5) or may be 

brought to the Election Office before the polls close at 9 
p.m. on election day. Each party’s November general elec-
tion slate of candidates is, for the most part, nominated 
in the primary election. To claim a nomination outright, a 
candidate must receive a minimum 35 percent plurality 
of the votes cast in his or her race. If, in a multi-candidate 
election, no candidate is able to capture 35 percent, the 
nominee is selected by a party convention. 

If there is no candidate seeking a party’s nomination in 
the primary, the party may nominate by special conven-
tion. This must be done by August 18 for federal and 
state candidates, and by August 30 for county candi-
dates.

If you read all that, chances are you were going to vote 
anyway. Chances are also that you’re nearly asleep by 
now. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to 
go get that disconnected young punk across the coffee 
shop from you listening to his iPod to register to vote. 
Take the form below over to him and have him fill it out 
while you’re holding him in place by the ear. You’ll have 
done your part today and can rest easy.



Mattitude 1% Improvement Tip
And Kicks But…

Have you heard or said something like this recently?

“You’re exciting to have in class, but you’re not doing all the required work.”
“I really like your proposal, but it is not complete.”
“Thanks for cutting the grass, but next time sweep the sidewalks.”
“I agree with you, but…”

The above statements are trying to encourage and pay a compliment. What was 
really remembered? I’m not doing the required work, my proposal is incomplete 
and I didn’t cut the grass correctly. The word “but” is an eraser. It erases everything 
you’ve said before it. All that’s left of your statement is what comes after the “but.” 
Typically everything following the “but” is negative. 

Next time, try substituting and for but in your statements. And is a connector word 
that will get you positive results. By substituting and for but in those same state-
ments, you get the desired response. 

“You’re exciting to have in class, and you need to use that excitement to finish all 
the required work.”
“I really like your proposal, and it will be even better when it is complete.”
“Thanks for cutting the grass, and I’d appreciate it more if you sweep the sidewalks 
next time.”
“I agree with you, and…”

It’s a simple adjustment that will make a huge impact on the response you receive 
… and it kicks but’s butt every time. It’ll take some work, but (I mean AND) you’ll 
thank me for it. 

Improving your life, even just by 1 percent, can make all the difference! Remem-
ber, not every tip will work for everyone. What tips do you use to improve your 
life, even just a little bit? Please take an active part of this community. If you have 
a useful tip, I encourage you to send it to me so others can benefit. Simply send 
tips to: tips@mattbooth.com.

Breathe, Then Smile
Smiling is the ultimate gesture. It’s the uni-
versal language and almost never misun-
derstood. A smile, regardless of your age, 
culture, ethnicity, financial status, faith, or 
nationality, shows you are genuine and 
builds a connection. Next to breathing, a 
smile is the most important thing you can 
do.

Smiling is the currency that can buy you 
anything. A smile will buy you a job at 
the interview, a sale while on the job, ex-
cellent service and even love. It’s simple, 
effective and the quickest way to be per-
ceived as more likable, friendly, warm and 
approachable. A smile puts people at ease 
and generates positive feelings about you 
professionally and personally. A smile is 
so powerful it’s been known to break ice.

There are as many different types of smiles 
as there are people. There are bashful 
smiles, embarrassing smiles, goofy smiles, 
thoughtful smiles, bold smiles, gentle 
smiles, toothy smiles, I love you smiles, 
smiles of gratitude and smiles of agreement. 
A smile is the number-one form of nonver-
bal communication. It’s your welcome 
sign; it’s a hug, handshake or high-five 
from a distance. A smile radiates warmth 
 that draws others to you. It’s what makes   
you attractive. 

Some people 
naturally have a 
great smile; oth-
ers must work 
at it. To increase 
your smile cur-
rency, you must 
first become 
aware of smiling. 
Take notice of 
others around 
you. Look at 
people you ad-
mire. Are their 
smiles warm 

and inviting? Do they smile with their 
whole face or just their mouth? Be aware 
of your own smile. Are you projecting the 
image you want? Do you look genuine? 
Are you building a connection?

Smiling involves muscles, and just like 
other muscles, to make them bigger and 
stronger you must exercise them. Find a 
mirror or look at some recent pictures. 
If you don’t like your smile, you need to 
practice. Work on expressing your smile 
with your lips, your eyes, and your heart. 
No matter what shape, size, or strength, 
the more you smile, the more it becomes 
natural (kind of like breathing). Smiling of-
ten can change everything in your life for 
the better. 

Smiling is a universal language. As the ul-
timate gesture it is almost never misunder-
stood. It shows you are genuine and builds 
a connection. When it comes to commu-
nicating effectively, smiles are nothing 
less than pure absolute magic. Remember, 
breathe first, then smile. 
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Dubuque Jaycees 
Power Lunch
Dubuque Jaycees host another power lun-
cheon on Thursday June 1st from Noon -1 
PM, at the Holiday Inn Dubuque/Galena 
in downtown Dubuque. The luncheon will 
be held in the Iowa Room and features 
guest keynote speaker City Manager Mike 
VanMilligen. He will speak on a variety of 
issues that face the city and we grow in 
the future. 

The cost of the luncheon will be $10 for 
Jaycee members and $15 for non-mem-
bers. Questions and RSVPS can sent to 
cwagener@dubuquebank.com. 

This an exciting new program designed to 
better connect young professionals to op-
portunity in their community. If that’s you, 
don’t miss this. It’s fun and informative and 
you’ll meet coll new people. The public 
is invited to attend. 365’s CONNECT pro-
gram proudly supports the power luncheon 
program.

Does your business or organization need Mattitude? Contact
Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.
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The captain of celebrations
It’s the third anniversary of the expanded National Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium and National Rivers Hall of Fame and everyone is invited to celebrate 
with dinner, dancing 
and honoring those 
who are connected to 
the Mississippi River. 

The Captain’s Ball and 
induction of the Na-
tional Rivers Hall of 
Fame is set for Satur-
day, June 24, at the Na-
tional Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium 
with cocktails at 6:30 
p.m., induction of peo-
ple into the National 
Rivers Hall of Fame at 
7 p.m. and dinner and 
dancing at 7:30 p.m.

Rodney P. Burwell will receive the 2006 National Achievement Award. The chair-
man and CEO of Xerxes Corp. is the inventor of the fiberglass barge cover.

And the menu is stuffed with delectable food from Mississippi River cultures. Check 
it out: Spicy poached shrimp, duck breast stuffed with wild rice, roasted corn cut-
lets, pheasant and morel raviolis, beef loin with béarnaise sauce, smoked carp, 
sturgeon and salmon, Louisiana roast beef, New Orleans bread pudding with bour-
bon sauce, jambalaya and café du monde. Yum. 

Cost is $100 per person with proceeds benefiting the National Rivers Hall of Fame. 
The event is black tie optional, dress uniform or period dress. We say, yeah, it’s 
$100, but isn’t it fun to get really dressed up once a year, eat great food, dance and 
celebrate a world-class facility and the mighty Mississippi? Check your calendar.

Additionally, the weekend of June 24 kicks off the five-day International Conference 
on Rivers and Civilizations. This is the third conference in the “Rivers Connect” se-
ries of international conferences on large river basins with prior conferences held 
in Russia along the Volga River and in Egypt along the Nile River. The pre-confer-
ence on Saturday afternoon in Dubuque and the Captain’s Ball will host a variety 
of noted dignitaries including national navigation and environmental leaders and 
renowned scientists from around the world.

Speaking in Dubuque are Fekri Hassan, Ph.D., University College of London, UK, 
discussing “The Nile and Civilization,” and Donna Mergler, Ph.D., University of 
Quebec at Montreal, Canada, discussing “An Ecosystem Approach to Mercury and 
Health in the Amazon Basin.” The series will continue in LaCrosse, Wis., from June 
25 – 28 with Pulitzer Prize winner and keynote speaker Jared Diamond of the 
University of California at Los Angeles discussing “Guns, Germs and Steel,” Doug 
Brinkley of Tulane University discussing “The Great Deluge: Hurricane Katrina, 
New Orleans and the Mississippi Gulf Coast,” and Mike Tidwell of the Washing-
ton Post discussing “Bayou Farewell.” Conference Registration and Information are 
available at www.Rivers2006.org

Stranger in a Strange Land
by Nick Klenske
  
  “You’re not from here, are you?”

Instinct tells me to either run screaming into the night or quickly drop to the 
floor and assume the fetal position.  “Welcome to Dubuque,” I thought.

“Actually, Ma’am, I’m from here,” I hesitantly reply as I crouch towards the 
floor.

I gauge a sense of confusion.  “But,” she furrows her brow and quizzically tilts 
her head. “You dress up for dinner?”

I glance at my reflection in the window.  “Where am I?” I wonder.  Jeans, a T-
shirt and a sports jacket and I am accused of being a foreigner.  It was at this 
moment I understood the adage “You can never go home again.”  Try and you 
shall forever remain a tourist, trapped in your own hometown.   

Let me formally introduce myself.  Hello.  My name is Nick, and I’m new here.  
Actually, I am from here, but due to an extended stay with the University of Iowa, 
I have been away for a bit.  Almost eight years, to be exact.  Yet, for some reason, 
after graduation I did the unthinkable.  I moved back home to Dubuque.  

In his book “I’m a Stranger Here Myself,” author and native Iowan Bill Bryson 
compares returning home after an extended period away with “waking from a long coma.”  
Although you wake up as the same person, everything else has carried on regardless.    

Dubuque seems to have done pretty well without me.  In fact, it is sometimes difficult to 
decipher whether it is the same place I departed from eight years prior.  Sure, the standard 
staples still stand, but much has supplemented this historic foundation.  For one thing, 
there is actually a downtown, with actual people going out to actual establishments on an 
actual Saturday night.  Further, the river, the bloodline of the city, is actually being used 
for recreation and entertainment instead of inartistic industry.

After a nostalgic ride up the Fourth Street Elevator, I take a moment and gaze down at this 
place I am to call home.  Dubuque has clearly gone on without me and I seriously need  
  to catch up.  

And so it is, standing on top of a Missis-
sippi carved bluff, towering over 
the downtown, I declare myself a 
live-in tourist.  My mission: To re-
discover Dubuque.  In a perhaps fu-
tile attempt to regain my previously 
discarded status as a Dubuquer in-

stead of “not from here,” I plan to 
do exactly what any tourist would do: go  

           exploring.

Whether it is a visit to a gritty tavern or a glittering nightclub, to 
a world-class attraction such as the National River Museum or a 
little-known local classic, I plan on chronicling my attempts at as-
similation here.  And perhaps someday when asked, “You’re not 
from here, are you?” I will be able to confidently state, “Why, yes, 

I am.”  I will then strut by wearing a sports coat and bright or-
ange Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers shirt, always keeping 

an eye over my shoulder in case the 
fetal position is in need.  
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ARIES  Just because the girl on “What Not to Wear” was wearing your sweater this week-
end does not make you out of touch. She was fat and ugly and made everything look bad, 
whereas you are a petite flower. 

TAURUS  Don’t be afraid when the month-old jug of milk in your refrigerator develops 
language skills.  Be proud, grasshopper, for you have sired a new race.  And your milk-
mutant children may one day rule the earth.  How many people can say THAT at the end 
of the day?

GEMINI  The next time you’re on stage, rocking the crowd with your tunes, make sure the 
girls dancing with you are of legal age.  There’s nothing quite like belting out “I Want You 
To Want Me,” having it taken the wrong way, and spending the next five years in prison.

CANCER  Don’t get frustrated when your boyfriend is indecisive about where to go for 
dinner.  He’s not being stubborn and he’s not trying to make things hard on you.  He’s just 
giving you options, man.  He’s just giving you options.

LEO  You may be faced with a terrible decision in the coming days.  It will be a heart-
wrenching, agonizing decision to make.  Hearts will be broken, lives will be ruined and at 
the end of the day you might cry.  But take a deep breath, focus, and simply ask yourself 
one question: What would Jack Bauer do?

VIRGO  Take the time to reflect on the finer things in life.  Just stop doing whatever you’re 
doing for a little while, and just watch.  Especially if you’re in East Dubuque.  THAT’s what 
we call “the finer things in life.”

LIBRA  It’s a guy thing.  This should be your response for everything in life.  When you’re 
asked why you don’t wear your seatbelt -- it’s a guy thing.  Why don’t you go to museums 
and fairs?  It’s a guy thing.  Why are you creatively fueled by your massive hatred of garden 
gnomes?  It’s a guy thing.

SCORPIO  Make sure you conceal your inner nerd from the woman you met at the bars 
last weekend.  Your Rush and Guns ‘n’ Roses music collection -- OK.  Your autographed 
photo of Luke Skywalker and Han Solo -- not OK.  Your glow-in-the-dark lightsaber -- even 
Dr. Skrap isn’t touching that one.

SAGITTARIUS  Consider alternative methods of travel, since gas prices are higher than 
Keith Richards right now.  Hitchhiking is a time-honored profession, after all.  And your 
chances of not getting into a car with an axe murderer are actually pretty good!  Unless 
you’re into that sort of thing...in which case, hey, you’ve still got a decent shot.

CAPRICORN  Sure, you’re facing twenty different projects, with twenty different clients, 
all of them annoying.  But take refuge in two glorious words, the most beautiful words ever 
created in the English language: “billable hours.”

AQUARIUS  Live a little.  Take a few risks.  Step into your discomfort zone.  Go on...it’s 
OK.  That sunlight shining through your window?  That magical aura you find yourself 
bathed in?  That angelic choir singing to you?  It’s not heaven.  It’s using a Mac.

PISCES  Your dog is talking to you telepathically.  He’s very cranky about your choice of 
food for him.  Kibbles and biscuits?  Negative.  Take the time to listen to your dog’s words.  
He’ll appreciate it when you get him the food he’s been craving all his life.  Do the right 
thing.  Do the humane thing.  Give him tacos.

Dear Trixie:
What do you do with a guy who doesn’t talk much? I re-
cently met a nice, clean guy with a job who’s about my 
age and seems interested in me. We’ve gone out twice and 
both times I had to carry all the  conversations. I’d ask polite 

questions and he’d give me monosyllabic answers. He says 
he wants to see me again for a movie and late supper. But I don’t know if I’m up 

for that. I think he likes me but I can’t be sure.  If he’d just open up a teeny bit we could 
move this thing toward something akin to a relationship. What is up with this guy? 
When someone doesn’t talk, it’s hard to tell what he’s really thinking.
--Rebound Rhonda

Dear Rhonda;
He’s probably thinking how pretty you’d look with your severed head jammed onto 
his fencepost. And when he smiles that shy smile he has, it’s because he’s imagining 
your body wrapped in 6 pieces in his chest freezer.

Dear Trixie:
I’ve been stealing from my job for the past two years. I feel horrible about myself for 
doing it but I just can’t seem to stop. I’m always short of cash and need things like gas 
or a burger or cigarettes. I’ve never taken more than $20 at a time but that adds up to 
roughly $8,000! I think the only way to stop is to tell my boss. He’s a really nice guy 
and he has always treated me well. How mad do you think he’ll be?
--Cashier Girl

Dear Cashier Girl:
Don’t just join the first gang when you get to prison. Take your time. You don’t want 
get caught up with the wrong crowd.

Dear Trixie:
My kitchen has become infested with huge roaches! They used to invade each night 
when the lights went out but now they are so brave they hang around all afternoon. 
My new hobby is stalking and swatting them with an old shoe. I’m reluctant to hire 
an exterminator because the use of toxic chemicals scares me more than the roaches. 
Isn’t there some guaranteed way to kill them without using harmful poisons?
--Environmentally Concerned

Dear E.C.:
.22 caliber hollow points are up to 100-percent effective depending on your aim. You 
may want to start with something large like a .357 and work your way down as you get 
more accurate. I don’t recommend this method for people who rent or have ongoing 
marital issues.

Dear Trixie:
My seven year old son is just plain evil. He will not listen to anything his mother or I 
say and is violent when he doesn’t get his way. So far he has knocked his little sister 
unconscious and bitten his grandmother’s arm. He kicked me in the crotch because I 
asked him to put away the Game Boy and go to bed. I am afraid to sleep at night for 
fear he’ll kill us all. Trixie, how would you handle such a tough kid?
--Desperate Dad

Dear Dad;
Preheat oven to 325. Rub the meat with garlic, dredge it in flour and brown on all 
sides. Cover and bake for four hours.
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Tip #7

Feng shui:  
it’s all about the chi.
This ancient Chinese art of placement, pro-
nounced “fung shway,” translates to wind 
and water, evolving from the theory that 
individuals are affected by their surround-
ings for better or worse.  Yes, we’re talking 
about chi (chee), the ever-changing energy 
flowing through all environments.  Have 
you ever walked into a room and some-
thing didn’t feel right, yet you weren’t sure 
what it was?  That is chi.  

Good energy (chi) and harsh energy (sha) 
are present in all environments … think 
yin and yang – opposites attract and yet 
you can’t have one without the other.  It 
is through the practice of feng shui that 
scientific principles are utilized to balance 
these energies.  The solution to balancing 
chi is through the use of the five elements:  
wood, fire, earth, metal and water.  Using 
a Baqua (ba gwa) map we are guided with 
integrity in placing objects and colors to 
bring harmony to our life in keeping with 
nature.  

Admittedly, this is starting to sound com-
plicated … because it is.  

This 3,000-year-old practice has resulted 
in many schools of feng shui and much of 
what we think we know has been West-
ernized.  Here are a few facts based on 
classical feng shui to help dispel its snake-
oil and incense image: 

What is not feng shui:

• Feng shui is not a religion or belief sys-
tem.

•Placing a charm such as a crystal or a 
coin in a designated area is a symbolic 
and western approach and not the prac-
tice of feng shui.  Although a turtle placed 
in a pot by the front door does make for 
interesting conversation. 

What is feng shui:

• Using a curtain to help reduce the sha 
(harsh energy) coming in from a window 
facing a busy street is a classical form 
of feng shui and makes good decorating 
sense as well.  

• Using a baqua 
map to locate 
your relationship 
corner for exam-
ple, allows you 
to adjust your 
environment to 
maximize great-
er harmony in 
that particular 
area.  If that fails you can always call that 
nice boy your Aunt was telling you about 
at the last family wedding.  

• Feng shui is a very complex study requir-
ing some degree of research to adequately 
execute it.  Make a trip to your favorite 
bookstore and before you know it you’ll 
be balancing chi in your sleep, but only if 
your bedroom is properly fung shwayd.
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365 INSTANT  GRATIFICATION  •  Answers on page 28!Jazz up your spring at the 
Red House Art Gallery
Jump from jazz club to cocktail lounge or from trendy 
boutique to local bar in the Red House Art Gallery’s 
2006 season opener, “Spring Into It,” a pastel and acrylic 
art exhibit featuring Chicago artist and Dubuque native 
Lacey Windschitl.

Windschitl, who has lived and worked in New York City 
and Chicago, paints high energy and big city excitement 
using the backdrops of Rush Street, Michigan Avenue, 
Soho and The Village.

Windschitl speaks magically of big city life.

“The night hours last longer, the city lights glow brighter, 
the dresses seem more elegant and the music seems to 
extend its notes just a bit longer to those who listen,” 
she said.

Windschitl was born and 
raised in Dubuque and 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Iowa with a BFA in 
Graphic Design and Draw-
ing. She now lives, works and creates in Chicago.

“Spring Into It” will be shown until June at the Red House 
Art Gallery, located in Historic Cable Car Square. For 
more information, call Susan Farber at 563-585-1116 
or via email at redhouseiowa.mchsi.com, or visit www.
redhouseiowa.com.
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1. If “awesomest” were actually a word it might be true, but 
Dubuquefest is actually the oldest festival in Dubuque.  

2. The first Dubuquefest was held in 1978.  Yes, there was 
macramé. 

3. Dubuquefest is sponsored by the Dubuque County Fine 
Arts Society, a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to promoting the arts.  

4. Sorry, trick question.  Dubuquefest has partnered with 
all of the organizations listed and many more.  

5. Mike and Amy Finders first collaborated musically for 
Dubuquefest 1998.  They later married, started a family 
and in their free time have created quite a niche for them-
selves as one of the best male/female folk/bluegrass duos 
around.  

6. The Dubuque Area Writers Guild (DAWG) publishes the 
“Gallery” poetry anthology each year in coordination with 
Dubuquefest.  The anthology features the poems of local 
writers, many of whom read at the poetry reading held 

THE ANSWERS!
The Questions are on page 6. 

on the Friday evening of the festival at the Dubuque Mu-
seum of Art.  

7. Art students at Central Alternative design and paint the 
large yard signs seen advertising the festival around town.  
The signs do seem to appear each year about the same 
time as morels, though.  

8. Chicago funk band Bumpus first played Dubuquefest in 
2001.  It was funktastic. 

9. Funnel Cake or Kettle Corn?  Your call.  With so many 
fun festival foods from which to choose, you can’t really go 
wrong, but if you get either the funnel cake or the kettle 
corn, it’s best to share it with a friend.  Don’t hurt yourself.  

10. Sorry, it’s another trick question.  The best part of 
Dubuquefest is that you can experience all of those things 
– an Art Fair, live music, an Old House Tour, a poetry read-
ing and much more.  You should probably choose between 
the funnel cake and the kettle corn, though.  Unless you do 
one on Saturday and one on Sunday.  Whoohoo!

Suduko Answers        From page  27

365 Instant Gratification
Crossword Answers      From page 27

Lots to Do...
at the Carnegie Stout Public Library 

Children’s Events 
Mother Goose Time
Tuesdays – June 6-27; July 11-25
9:15-9:35 a.m. OR 10:40-11 a.m.
Children from infants to 24 months, along with their favor-
ite adult, will learn rhymes, songs and fingerplays during 
this highly interactive program.  No registration is required; 
parental participation is a must.

Toddler Time
Mondays – June 5-26; July 10-24
9:15-9:35 a.m. OR 10:40-11 a.m.
These programs feature short stories, songs and movement 
activities for children ages 18-35 months with a favorite 
adult.  No registration is required; parental participation 
is a must.

Read-Aloud Crowd
Wednesdays – June 7-28; July 12-26
10-10:30 a.m. OR 11-11:30 a.m.
Stories, sing-alongs, movement activities, circle games and 
lots of fun – recommended for children ages 3-6 with a 
favorite adult.  No registration is required; parental partici-
pation is a must.

Animal Antics and Activities:
Fridays – 10 a.m. -11:30 a.m.
Friday, June 9* - Hank the Cowdog
Friday, June 16* - Animal Ark Pets
Friday, June 23* – The Mouse & the Motorcycle
Friday, June 30* - Dr. Seuss’ Imaginary Animals

Join the library crew for facts and fun during these book-
based programs in the 3rd floor auditorium!  Participants 
will play games, create crafts and learn fascinating facts 
related to the days’ theme. The programs are intended for 
ages 6-11.   All participants must register one week in ad-
vance in person or by calling 563-589-4225 and pressing 
5 for the Youth Help Desk.  A supply list will be provided at 
the time of registration.

Fun & Furry Features - Tuesdays – 2 p.m.
June 13 – The Lion King, rated G
June 20 – Good Boy, rated PG
June 27 – Brother Bear, rated PG
Families are welcome to attend for popcorn and movies 
featuring all sorts of critters!  The movies are free of charge 
and no tickets or registration are required.  The events hap-
pen thanks to Friends of the Carnegie-Stout Library for their 
gift of a performance rights license that allows the library 
to show major motion pictures.

Teen Events:
Teen Volunteers
Students entering 8th grade or above may volunteer in the 
Youth Department.  Information will be available begin-
ning on Thursday, May 25.  Please visit the Youth Room 
anytime between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.  Forms, permission 

slips and available volunteer positions will be distributed at 
this come-and-go meeting.

“Get Wild @ Your Library”
2006 Teen Summer Reading Program
Sign-up begins on June 5 – visit the Youth Help Desk or 
www.dubuque.lib.ia.us/teenweb to register.  This take-
home reading program is open to anyone ages 12 through 
high school – participate in this program and you could 
be the winner of an iPod nano* or other great prizes. *At 
every program you attend, your name will be added to the 
drawing for the iPod.

Wild & Rockin’ Concert Series
 Tuesdays – 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 June 13 – Coldplay in Concer DVD
Join other teens for a night of great music from Coldplay in 
concert on DVD, plus snacks and prizes!

Dubuque Ink
Thursday, June 8 - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
You’ve seen the tattoo artists on Miami Ink…now try out a 
“tattoo” for yourself! Using temporary henna products, you 
will be able to step into the Carnegie-Stout Parlor choose a 
design and apply your “tattoo.”  To sign-up, call 563-589-
4225 and press 5 for Youth Services.

Role Playing Game Group
Looking for good adventures? Then game on!  Let us know 
what games you are interested in playing and what days 
of the week and times are best for you and the Library 
will provide a space and time to be announced.  Call Tom 
at 563-589-4225, extension 5 or e-mail tresnick@stout.
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

Free Way to Fun City – stop at the Youth Help Desk on 
or after June 5 to pick up your pass to ride KeyLine to and 
from Library activities for free!



Galena Main Street Pub Crawl
Saturday, May 20, 2006

Don’t miss all the fun that starts at 5:30 p.m. at Boone’s 
in downtown Galena. Here are the participating  Main 
Street Pub Crawl locations:

• Boone’s
• VFW 
• Benjamin’s
• Gobbies Sports Bar
• The Gold Room
• Oscar Pike’s
• Fried Green Tomatoes
• Almost Paradise

There will be drink specials all 
night long and live entertain-
ment will be provided by Ralph 
Kluseman at the  Paradise from 
8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. We’ll 
see you there!

The Leadfoot Bike Rally
Bike Rally and Music on the Slopes are set for June 9-10
The Leadfoot Bike Rally hits Galena again this on June 10.

Ride in, rest your buns, & register early on Friday Night, 
June 9. Enjoy the nightlife of beautiful and historic down-
town Galena.

On Saturday, June 10, the Leadfoot Bike Rally will kick 
off a 100-mile scenic ride poker run and fun run from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Wilwerts Harley Davison is the first stop on the run at 939 
Galena Square Dr. Registration is $25 per rider and in-
cludeds a t-shirt, a Wilwerts Gift Pack, a commemorative 
pin, complimentary coffee and donuts, a Fun Run route 
map and the first poker run card.

Cash prizes will be awarded to best hand, based on num-
ber of registrants.

Registration is at the Galena Area Chamber of Commerce, 
101 Bouthillier St. Galena, IL 61036. Call 815-777-9050 
for more information.

After Leadfoot, or just for fun, Music on the Slopes is set 
for Saturday evening.  Relax with friends at the event 
sponsored by Chestnut Mountain Resort on Saturday, June 
10. Enjoy live music and entertainment throughout the 
evening as well as a beautiful scenic view of sunset off the 
bluffs overlooking the mighty Mississippi River. Admis-
sion is free. A cash bar, food, and other beverages will be 
available for purchase. Denny and the Folk-ups will begin 
performing at 6 p.m.

2006 Gallery Walk
As part of the Galena Artist Guild 2006 Gallery Walk, 
Hello Galena! is hosting several events to showcase the 
arts on May 27.  

From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Meet the Artist: Connie Holm 
– Still Life and Landscapes. Her use of texture and her 
sensitivity to the play of light and dark, instill serenity in 
her compositions. 

From 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., Book Signing: “Garters and Grit”, 
by Becky Sisco. During her years as a reporter for the 
Dubuque Telegraph Herald, Sisco collected many stories 
from the Galena area. This book tells about some of the 
people and the history of Jo Daviess County. 

From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Live Music by Leonardo. Witness 
Leonardo’s guitar work – musical passion, intricacy and 
force combine to create beauty. His repertoire ranges 
from classical to popular, with flamenco, jazz and blues 
in between. Admission is free.
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Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Galena Chamber Concert
Saturday, May 20 
Turner Hall, Galena

Members of the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra travel to Galena for their second chamber concert 
of the season, scheduled for Saturday, May 20, at 8 p.m. in Turner Hall.  “The Joy of Sextets,” featur-
ing string and brass players from the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, will include portions of string 
sextets by Brahms and Tchaikovsky and quintets by Mozart and Schubert.

The second half of the concert will feature brass quintets, sextets and octets by Malcolm Arnold, Erik 
Ewazen, Ingolf Dahl and Kerry Turner as well as a piece by Messiaen for solo horn which imitates 
bird calls.  The more informal and intimate nature of chamber music is said to be especially suited 
to Turner Hall, allowing listeners to become better acquainted with the musicians and the chamber 
music they play. 

Advance tickets for the chamber concert are $25 and are available by calling the DSO office at 563-
557-1677, online at www.dubuquesymphony.org or at the DSO office in Fountain Park at 2728 As-
bury Road, Dubuque. In Galena, tickets are available at Dick’s Supermarket and Galena River Wine 
& Cheese.  Tickets will be $30 at the door.  

Galena Triathlon & Duathlon
The Galena Triathlon & Duathlon is a challenging point-to-
point sprint distance race held in picturesque Jo Daviess Coun-
ty. This popular event has been named one of the “top 10” 
sprint triathlons in the U.S. by USA Triathlon (USAT). 

The Triathlon consists of a 660-yard swim, a 16.8-mile bike 
ride and a 4.3-mile run. For triathletes, the event begins with 
a swim in the clear, cool waters of Apple Canyon Lake with a 
beach start and finish. The swim-to-bike transition is adjacent 
to the beach. Duathletes begin with a 2-mile run. The second leg of the race is a breathtakingly 
beautiful 16.8-mile bike on the hilly and winding country roads of Jo Daviess County. The second 
transition area is located in Recreation Park on the outskirts of Galena. The final leg is a 4.3-mile 
run which winds up and down the picturesque lanes and roadways. The finish line is located in 
Recreation Park, the site of the post race party. The Duathlon challenges participants with a 2-mile 
run, a 16.8-mile bike ride and another 4.3-mile run. There will be 12 age brackets ranging from 15 
to 70+ years of age.

The post-race party starts at 11 a.m. at Recreation Park, Galena, and features food, beverages and 
music. The party is conveniently located near the finish line and Transition #2. The awards ceremony 
will start at approximately 2 p.m. Spectators may purchase food and beverages. Later in the evening, 
more partying will continue at the Paradise Lounge dowtown with live music by Ralph Kluseman 
and Mike Mason starting at 8 p.m.
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Business and Art: “Differ-
ent Voices, One Vision”
Community Session in Prairie du Chien 

Is creativity the key to the economic fu-
ture of Southwest Wisconsin? Could sup-
porting the arts, preserving historic sites 
and promoting the culture of our unique 
region result in economic growth? Can 
artists and entrepreneurs join together 
to create a mutually beneficial vision for 
the future of Southwest Wisconsin?  The 
ArtsBuild Regional Committee is betting 
that the answer to all of these questions 
is yes. 

On Wednesday, 
May 24, 
artists, 

community members, business people, 
students and civic leaders are invited to 
meet in the Prairie du Chien City Hall 
Community Meeting Room, 214 East 
Blackhawk Avenue, Downtown Prairie 
du Chien, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
to brainstorm ways to promote the arts 
as one of the region’s valuable economic 
resources. Meeting participants will be 
asked to assist ArtsBuild in compiling 
information on the economic impact of 
the arts on communities and the region, 
listing current resources that are available 
and suggesting strategies for mining the 
area’s creative potential.  Jane Schaaf, 
Crawford County UW-Extension Family 
Living Agent, will help facilitate the meet-
ing. For the purpose of the brainstorming 
session, “art” is broadly defined as the 
region’s artistic, creative, cultural and his-
toric resources. Meeting participants will 
receive a summary of the group’s findings 
for use in their own community and orga-
nizational planning sessions. This session 

is part of a series of community meetings 
throughout the region. 

The ArtsBuild Regional Committee was 
created in response to recent national 
studies that have noted the emergence of 
a new creative class of workers that gravi-
tates towards innovative employment and 
that prefers to live in regions that support 
the arts. According to Anne Katz, execu-
tive director of Arts Wisconsin, creative 
industries already encompass over 8,000 
businesses and 43,000 jobs in Wiscon-
sin. It’s the goal of ArtsBuild to see these 
numbers rise, especially in Southwest 
Wisconsin. 

ArtsBuild is funded by a Continuing ED-
vantage Grant from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Extension. Dur-

ing 2004-2005 ArtsBuild worked 

with artisans in Crawford, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Lafayette, Richland and Sauk coun-
ties to increase their professional and 
business capacity through workshops, 
mentoring and networking opportuni-
ties.  The ongoing project is supported by 
numerous organizations throughout the 
state, including Arts Wisconsin, the Wis-
consin Arts Board, the Southwest Wiscon-
sin Small Business Development Center, 
the Wisconsin Entrepreneurial Network, 
UW-Extension Community Development 
Agents, local Chambers of Commerce, 
Main Street Programs and regional arts 
organizations.

For more information or to RSVP for the 
May 24 Prairie du Chien meeting, go to 
www.uwplatt.edu/cont_ed/artsbuild/ or 
contact Heidi Dyas-McBeth, ArtsBuild 
coordinator, at dyasmc@uwplatt.edu  or 
608-342-1314. 

Ten Tons and Counting
Badger Brothers coffee shop in Platteville 
will celebrate its third anniversary with 
a Java Jive on June 2 from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. In the three years that Badger Broth-
ers has been open, it has roasted 10 tons 
of coffee … or two pounds of coffee for 
every person in Platteville. The evening 
will feature local musicians, door prizes 
and cake.

It doesn’t get much 
sweeter than this
This month’s Sweet Art Sunday gathering 
will be held on Sunday, May 21, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at Badger Brothers Coffee 
in downtown Platteville. The featured art-
ist is watercolorist and oil painter Ioana 
Mamali. Mamali is an architecture gradu-
ate from the University of Bucharest, Ro-
mania. Moving to the U.S. in 1990, Ma-
mali and her husband live in Dubuque, 
Iowa. She has participated in exhibitions 
at the Rountree Gallery and was the “artist 
of the month” at Clare Bank, Platteville, 
in 2003. Join the Friends of Our Gallery 
(FOG) as we enjoy complimentary des-
serts and snacks and a cash coffee bar, 
while looking at Mamali’s colorful works 
of art. For more information on becom-
ing a member of FOG or being a featured 
FOG artist, contact the Rountree Gallery 
by phone at 608-348-6719 or email atrt-
gallery@yousq.net.

Art in action
On Saturday, June 10, from 8 a.m. until 
noon, local artists Cindy Schave and Hei-
di Dyas-McBeth will be featured work-
ing on their art in the front windows of 
Badger Brothers.  A true “meet the artist” 
event, the public can witness the creative 
process of the women and and speak to 
them about their artwork. Dyas-McBeth 
will work on mosaic art and Schave will 
work on canvas.  Badger Brothers hopes 
to hold this event one Saturday per month 
throughout the summer.

Heartland Festival
The Heartland Festival, from the campus 
of the University of Wisconsin- Platte-
ville, is now entering its sixth season of 
the arts. This summer, the festival wel-
comes some familiar faces back (and lots 
of new ones) to create a remarkable team 
of directors, designers, actors and crew 
from around the area and country. Perfor-
mances begin on June 16 with the musi-
cal comedy “Belgians in Heaven.” June 
23 adds the carnivorous musical “Little 
Shop of Horrors.”  Finally, the classic mu-
sical “The Wizard of Oz” opens on July 
7. All three performances will run in a 
rotating repertory schedule until July 30.  
“Robin Hood,” the children’s theatre per-
formance, will feature 60 kids from the 
area in performances on July 21 and 22.
For select “Belgians in Heaven” and 
“Little Shop of Horrors” performances, 
the CFA Theatre will be transformed into 
a dinner theatre. Dinner will be at 6:30 
p.m. before the 8 p.m. curtain. Tickets for 
opening night for each show will include 
a post-show reception. Meet and mingle 
with the actors, directors and crew after 
each opening night performance in the 
lobby of the CFA. Visit www.platteville.
com for show dates and for more infor-
mation.




