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I had planned to go on a nice, well-earned 
vacation after I healed from my last cancer 
surgery. That was March of 2020. Well, it only 
took 16 months, but I finally got there, escaping 
for two weeks to the Northeastern Coast: 
Acadia National Park in Maine, to be exact.

Acadia National Park is 47,000 acres of 
woodland, rocky beaches, and glacier-scoured 
granite peaks such as Cadillac Mountain, the highest 
point on the United States’ East Coast (thanks, 
Wikipedia), located primarily on Maine’s Mount 
Desert Island… which is pronounced like the sweet 
treat, not the arid wasteland. It’s a French thing. 

My father-in-law got us a house on a bay just 
outside the park, which was amazing. Every other 
year, he does this, including Maui and Yellowstone, 
and I’m not complaining a bit. It’s a great way to 
spend a nice, long vacation, but it also feels like 
being at home. I can tell the owners of the house 
must like it a lot because practically every flat surface 
in the house had posted rules about things NOT 
to do in the house. If you don’t want people living 
in your house, how about you don’t rent it out?

We drove and walked just about every 
mile of that island in 10 days. And this is where 
I tell you that as beautiful and amazing as 
Acadia is, 10 days is more than enough time to 
take it in… twice. But, I’ll get to that later.

My goal going into the two-week respite was 
to experience lobster in all of its potential forms, 
and I’m happy to report that I accomplished that. 
Whole steamed lobster, lobster rolls, lobster stew, 
lobster seafood casserole, lobster rangoons, lobster 
Benedict, and I even had a lobster BLT sitting on 
a granite outcropping atop Cadillac Mountain… 
for the win! (Tim’s note: I am the lobster lord, I 
envy you, you monster.) This is a particular feat, 
because three of our house party of five didn’t eat 
seafood. Yet, they accommodated me… and then 
some, mostly because lobster is EVERYWHERE. 

This is where I point out that if you are not in Bar 
Harbor (pronounced Bah Hahbah), just about the 
only thing you can find to eat is lobster or BBQ. I had 
both. But I will admit that, after a few days, we were 
really looking for some diversity. Well, there was a 
clever Chinese place called Chow Maine near us, but 
it was apparently permanently closed. Another place 
was closed on the weekends. Um, what? And they all 
closed by 7:30 p.m. Closed. In peak tourist season. 
So weird. We had a house where we could cook, and 
we did. But, still, wow! You’d think someone would 
counter-program just a little with pizza or chicken. 
Lobster pounds (that’s what lobster restaurants are 
called) were littered along the roads. Clearly seasonal 
enterprises, they all featured walk-up window service 
and outdoor seating. We did find a cheesecake bakery 
with over 50 varieties and, get this, you take what you 
want from the cooler and pay on the honor system. 
I’ve seen that with sweet corn, but these were $6 
a slice. That’s some Maine-style trust right there. 

The bayside town of Bar Harbor, with restaurants 
and shops, is a popular gateway. Like, cray-cray 
popular. Imagine Galena on steroids. If you want to 
park in town after noon, save yourself the trouble and 
just punch yourself in the face repeatedly instead.

And after 5 p.m., just seriously forget it 
completely. You can drive through, but you can’t 
get out of the car. It took our third visit to town 
at 10:30 a.m. to get a spot to park, and, once we 
did, the town was not surprisingly lovely, packed 
with tons of diverse dining options, and shopping 
up the wazoo. From t-shirts to local art, it was 

everywhere. We noticed that some shops even 
repeated themselves under different names but 
with the same offerings, you clever Maine devils.

The park itself was gorgeous. Honestly, most 
of the views were variations on the last view we 
had seen, but no less striking. The granite rock 
shorelines are beautiful, and the boat-filled bays 
were like looking at a painting from a fairy tale. 
And we saw them all. Sand Beach, sunset atop 
Cadillac Mountain, Bass Harbor, driving the park 
loop road, Thunder Hole, a wine tasting with a 
snarky lady, lighthouses, and Schoodic Point. 
Our boat tour on a lobster boat was genuinely 
fantastic. I learned so much about the fascinating, 
extremely sustainable lobster fishing industry 
and saw my share of wildlife. If you go, do that!

We traveled outside the park to visit the small 
towns and especially liked our visit to Fort Knox (the 
original Fork Knox) along the Penobscot Narrows in 
Prospect, ME, which gave us the quote of the trip, 
maybe of the year from my wife, but you kinda had 
to be there, as there were hand motions involved. 
But, needless to say, it included fart noises and the 
finger pistols while saying “pew pew pew.” And 
we laughed, very hard. Our elevator ride to the 
top of one of the towers at the Penobscot Narrows 
Bridge Observatory next door was a bit unsettling 
to the senses, but, wow, what a view. Google it!

The day before we left, Christy and I took 
an hour-long boat ride out to Monhegan Island. 
Never be the one to test out your wife’s all-natural, 
hippie-friendly sunscreen on your face on the boat 
because, surprise, it’s basically just white clown 
makeup and soaks in 0 percent and leaves you 
looking like an idiot. But our boatmates really enjoyed 
it. Seriously, I had to wipe it off with tissues. Lots 
of tissues. Next time, I’m going with something 
that smells awful, like piña colada or something, 
but at least it would disappear after I apply it.

This secluded fishing village was a two-hour 
drive from the park to get to Port Clyde (where 
Forrest Gump ran up to the lighthouse) to catch 
the ferry. Monhegan is a magical place with no 
paved roads and lots of trails to follow. There was a 
beautiful lighthouse atop the island, where a score 
of plein air painters were capturing the structure 
and the views on canvas. The view from up there 
was simply amazing. The little shops in town were in 
little cottages out of another time, mostly featuring 
weathered, cedar-shingled walls. The giant hotel on 
the island was a big version of the same weathered, 
romanticized fishing village cottage like something 
out of a mom-porn dime-store romance novel or 
a Richard Gere movie. But, go figure, I managed 
to find a lovely craft brewery for a beer near a 
shipwreck—and I didn’t even get the lobster. I got 
fish, though, which seems to be haddock everywhere 
up there. And we got island t-shirts. Gotta have 
t-shirts to prove it happened! Don’t miss the boat, 
though, or you’re stuck there until the next one 
comes a day later. We did not get stuck, and my 
legs were quite done by the end of the day… and 
I still had white clown makeup in my beard. 

The vacation was planned to be two weeks long, 
and after a week, it was clear that we were quickly 
running out of new stuff to see. We flew out there and 
rented a car and were hoping to drive back, maybe 
through Canada. But Canada wasn’t opening, and our 
car smelled like an ashtray. So we improvised. They 
let us turn our car in at Boston Logan Airport, and 
we spent the last few days of our journey checking 
out that sleepy little seaside town instead and flew 
back. What a smart idea that turned out to be. But 
that might have to be a story for another issue!

If you find me on Facebook, you can see 
all the pix and then plan your trip there next 
year and get your own lobster overload. n
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Food Truck Friday
MUSICAL GUEST: JOHN MORAN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 11 AM–1 PM
WASHINGTON PARK (700 LOCUST ST)
Walk, bike, or drive to Washington park 
where food trucks will line the streets, 
ready to celebrate the end of the week with 
you. brought to you by travel Dubuque, 
Food truck Friday closes the series on 
Friday, Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

enjoy lunch from bob & Lou’s, 
buenie bottoms Outdoor Grill, Can-
dle ready Cakes, Happi Hibachi, 
magoo’s pizza, and Vesperman Farms 
Ice Cream. Vendors may vary.

John moran’s blues-inflected voice 
was honed in the honky-tonks and bars 
up and down and east and west of the 
mississippi river. His relentless harmonica 
wailing is intricate and original while his 
guitar playing runs the gamut from wild 
and raucous to pure and distinctive. He 
is also a founding member of two mid-
western bands that performed for many 
years in the tri-State area: Longshot and 
Saddletramp. John is a veteran rocker who 
spent 13 years in Nashville, tN sharpening 
his songwriting and performing skills.Live 
music is sponsored by 365ink Magazine.

For more information, visit 
TravelDubuque.com. n

Summer’s 
Last Blast
SEPTEMBER 3 AND 4 @ 6 PM 
Q CASINO’S BACK WATERS STAGE 
(1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD)
Summer’s Last blast returns for its 
landmark 22nd season with another two-
day free concert series, Friday, Sept. 
3 and Saturday, Sept. 4 at Q Casino’s 
back Waters Stage. Still in safe-rocking 
mode, the all ages outdoor event allows 
you get your face rocked off while also 
spacing out in the big open area.

the long-running Dubuque festival 
features two big nights of great live music. 
It all kicks off on Friday, Sept. 3 at 6 p.m. 
as high-mileage, high-energy rockers 
come together to form Gypsy pistols. Local 
favorites menace follow with a set of hard 
rocking hair metal favorites. Headliner 
Not Quite brothers is a five-piece variety 
cover band from Cedar Falls, IA playing 
rock songs you know and love. You may 
have caught them recently opening for 
buck Cherry at the Five Flags Center.

the party continues on Saturday, Sept. 
4 at 6 p.m. Fresh off the release of their 
first studio album, ratchetjaw will be 
rocking the stage with classic, hard rock, 
dance, and throwback tunes followed by 
Johnny trash bringing their overalls and 
beloved set of classic hard rock hits from 
bands like AC/DC and, well, more AC/DC. 

but hey. they can seriously rock the AC/
DC. then the Spazmatics will hit the stage, 
and you know the party has started. every 
time these ‘80s synth-pop jokesters hit 
the stage, packed crowds go nuts for both 
their spot-on covers of the very best of the 
1980s as well as their uber-dork personas. 
You can not NOt love the Spazmartics.

Naturally, cold beer and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be flowing, and great 
food will be available as well. this is an 
all ages show, and best of all, admis-
sion is totally free. You only pay if 
you want a drink or a bit to eat.

A portion of the proceeds sup-
port great local charitable causes: the 
Children’s Zoo, Dubuque County Fair-
grounds, and Sertoma Club of Dubuque. 
bring the family down for two nights 
of great music and outdoor fun. n

EvEnts
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WESTERN DUBUQUE HIGH SCHOOL

7th Annual Wingfest
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 10:30 AM–9 PM
FARLEY CITY PARK (FARLEY, IA)
Fifteen competitors cook-
ing over 15,000 wings 
will go wing-to-wing at 
the Western Dubuque 
High School 7th Annual 
Wingfest on Saturday, 
Sept. 11 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. at Farley City 
park in Farley, IA.

take a short trip 
down Highway 20 to 
sample as many wings 
as you can fit in your 
belly for just one bwak… 
er… buck per wing. Get 
your fill of food and fun 
all for a great cause: school arts funding, sponsored 
by the Western Dubuque Fine Arts booster Club. 
One lucky bobcat will join the judge’s table and 
help rank the top wings in a variety of categories. 

between bites of drums and flats, take part 
in the wiffle ball and bean bag tournaments, a 
wing eating contest, kidsfest area plus kids enter-
tainment from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., music per-
formances, and additional concessions.

For more information, call 563-876-3442 or find 
the “7th Annual Wingfest 2021” event on Facebook. n

Fishtival
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 10 AM–4 PM
BELLEvUE, IA RIvERWALK
Fishtival is an artistic celebration along the mississippi 
river on bellevue, IA’s riverwalk. Join the festivi-
ties on Saturday, Sept. 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Celebrating its 20th year, the event features local paint-
ers, potters, wood workers, sculptors, and jewelry makers 
plus family-friendly art classes and a clam demonstration 
at the newly remodeled button Factory gallery. there will 
be face painting, street chalk art, and live and recorded 
music by razor ray. And yes, the mermaid is back!

Local river ridge brewery is sponsoring a 
“pilates n’ pints” exhibition along with addi-
tional food and refreshments. Other eater-
ies in town will also be open for business.

experience bellevue’s celebration of the arts 
along the banks of the mighty mississippi. For more 
information visit BellevueArtsCouncilIowa.org. n

Dubuque Fighting 
Saints Hockey
vS GREEN BAY: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 7:05 PM
vS CEDAR RAPIDS: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 @ 7:05 PM
vS CEDAR RAPIDS: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER 
(1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
the Dubuque Fighting 
Saints skate back to the 
mystique Community Ice 
Center for another season 
of hockey presented by 
midWestOne bank. the 
regular season begins 
with the Fall Classic in 
pittsburgh on Sept. 23; 
the first home game is 
set for Oct. 9 against the Green bay Gamblers. before 
that, you can catch three preseason games this month.

On the heels of making the Clark Cup playoffs 
for the 10th consecutive season, the Dubuque Fight-
ing Saints will look to extend that streak to 11 with 
an exciting group of returning players and new 
faces, including a new face at the head coach posi-
tion. the 10 consecutive playoff appearances remain 
far-and-away the longest streak in the uSHL.

Individual and season tickets are on sale now 
with season tickets starting at $349 per seat. Call 
563-583-6880 or visit DubuqueFightingSaints.com 
for tickets, the full schedule, and more information.. n
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LIvE AT HERITAGE CENTER PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Uptown: Motown Remixed
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 @ 7:30 PM
UNIvERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE CENTER  
JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL (2255 BENNETT ST)

uptown: motown remixed will bring their reimagined classics with youth-
ful passion and fresh beats to the ninth annual Live at Heritage Center 
performing Arts Series on Friday, Sept. 17 at 7:30 p.m. in John and Alice 
butler Hall, Heritage Center on the university of Dubuque campus.

Direct from New York City, the epicenter of contemporary pop and 
soul, and with humble beginnings in Harlem, uptown is a group of young 
men who combine the smooth stylings of old-school r&b with today’s 
hits. each member of uptown is a soloist with a unique flavor of per-
formance that brings crowds to their feet dancing and singing along. 
An uptown show exudes freshness and fun in a way all ages enjoy.

backed by a tight four-piece band, this trio of young tempta-
tions with moves like the Jackson 5 and the energy of bruno mars 
offers a performance with modern style and irresistible swag-
ger. Witness classics like “my Girl,” “I Want You back,” and “uptown 
Funk,” all reimagined with youthful passion and exuberance.

Support for this presentation has been provided by the City of 
Dubuque Arts and Culture Special projects grant program.

tickets start at $24 and increase by $5 on the day of the performance. 
tickets can be purchased at the Heritage Center Farber box Office; by 
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

SAt 9/4

Labor Day Grill Out
11 AM–2 PM @ MCGRATH 

DUBUQUE HARLEY-

DAvIDSON MOTORCYCLES

Stop out and enjoy burgers, 
brats, chips, and drinks 
plus double rider rewards 
points. 145 N Crescent Ridge. 
dubuqueharley- 
davidson.com.

Stacy Berning-
Bowman Book Signing
1–2 PM @ RIvER LIGHTS 

BOOKSTORE

Stacy Berning-Bowman, 
author of Chosen from 
the Heart, will sign cop-
ies of her book. 1098 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
riverlights.com.

SuN 9/5

Roaring ‘20s Party
4–9 PM @ INCOGNITO BAR 

(EAST DUBUQUE, IL)

Reserve your spot for a 
roarin’ good time in East 
Dubuque with vintage 1920 
and ‘30s vinyl spun by DJ 
Adam, specialty drinks at 
4 p.m., heavy hors d’oeuvres 
at 5 p.m., and prizes. Period 
clothing is not required but 
encouraged. RSVP required. 
79 Sinsinawa Ave, East 
Dubuque, IL. 815-554-6041. 
theIncognitoBar.com.

tue 9/7

Monarch Tagging
5–6:30 PM @ INTERSTATE 

POWER COMPANY 

PRESERvE

Bring the family and learn 
about one of the world’s most 
talked-about butterflies and 
what makes them so unique. 
Try catching and tagging 
monarchs as they migrate to 
their winter home in Mexico. 
Free. 7523 Olde Daven-
port Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

WeD 9/8

Film Screening: 
Invisible Sky
5 PM @ UD HERITAGE 

CENTER

Documentary film Invisible 
Sky tells the story of a young 
pilot and opera singer, a 
tragic plane crash that killed 
her and her friends, and one 
family’s search for answers. 
At approximately 11:40 p.m. 
April 20, 2006, a Cessna 206 
piloted by 24-year-old Geor-
gina Joshi crashed while on 
final approach to Blooming-
ton/Monroe County Airport 
in Indiana. The accident killed 
all five people onboard. After 
an investigation, the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) blamed “pilot error” 
and found that Joshi was the 
sole probable cause of the 
accident. Unsatisfied with 
the NTSB’s findings, Joshi’s 
mother, Louise Addicott, and 
father, Yatish Joshi, began a 
10-year fight to uncover the 
truth and a legal battle with 
the NTSB. Sponsored by UD’s 
Department of Aviation. Free. 
2255 Bennett St. dbq.edu.

tHu 9/9

Millwork Night 
Market
5–8 PM @ 7TH–9TH 

AND JACKSON ST

The Millwork Night Market 
is an independent evening 
farmers’ market focusing 
on a sustainable local food 
system, art, and entertain-
ment. Live music and beer 
sales return this season! Their 
mission is to provide a unique 
nightlife shopping experience 
and enhance Dubuque’s 
Historic Millwork District 
mantra of “live, work, play.” 
MillworknightMarket.com.

FrI 9/10

Over the Edge
1–6 PM @ HOTEL 

JULIEN DUBUQUE

Individuals and organizations 
to raise money and support 
the United Way of Dubuque 
Area Tri-States (UWDATS) by 
rappelling off the Hotel Julien 
Dubuque. All funds raised will 
go to UWDATS’ Community 
Impact fund which supports 
31 LOCAL programs impact-
ing health, education, and 
financial stability/income. 
Music, food trucks, and more 
will be on-site—and on the 
ground—for the community. 
200 Main St. 563-588-1415. 
dbqunitedway.org/ 
over-the-edge.

74th Annual Platteville 
Dairy Days
PLATTEvILLE LEGION 

PARK (PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Sept. 10–12. The family-
themed event has something 
for everyone to enjoy and 
great food, too. Amusement 
rides, live music, parade, flea 
market, cattle show, talent 
show, tractor pulls, and more. 
155 N 2nd St, Platteville, WI. 
PlattevilleDairyDays.com.

SAt 9/11

Dubuque Dragon 
Boat Festival
8 AM–5 PM @ MILLER 

RIvERvIEW PARK

Sept. 11 and 12. Drawing 
teams from multiple states 
and Ontario, Canada, 
40-foot-long boats shaped 
like dragons and holding 
21 people of all ages race 
on the mighty Mississippi. 
Shuttle service is provided. 
Tentative scheduling. Free. 
DubuqueDragonBoat.org.
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Heroes for History 5K 
Stair Challenge 
Tribute
8:15 AM–1:30 PM @ 

DOWNTOWN GALENA, IL

The Heroes for History Stair 
Challenge Tribute 5k is an 
annual, competitive race and 
fun walk event. A tribute 
will be held on Saturday 
morning, the 20th anniversary 
of Sept. 11, 2001. Honor our 
local first responders and 
all Heroes who work for the 
common good. Funds raised 
are split equally between 
local first responders and the 
Galena-Jo Daviess County 
Historical Society. The Galena 
Fire Department will be 
sponsoring a street dance. 
$20 1 Lap fun run; $30 5K 
7-Lap; $25 5K for active duty 
1st responders. 815-777-9129. 
galenahistory.org.

Roots of Injustice, 
Seeds of Change 
Workshop
9:30–11:30 PM @ 

SINSINAWA MOUND 

CENTER (SINSINAWA, WI)

This interactive workshop 
traces the historic and ongo-
ing impacts of the Doctrine 
of Discovery, the 15th century 
legal justification for Euro-
pean subjugation of the land 
and peoples of this continent. 
The goal of the exercise, 
which is a response to a call 
from Indigenous leaders of 
the United Nations and World 
Council of Churches, is to 
increase awareness of these 
impacts, recognize them in 
ourselves and our institu-
tions, and explore how we 
might begin to take actions 
toward right relationship 
with Indigenous peoples. 
Led by Brenna Cussen 
Anglada. RSVP by Sept. 8. 
$25. 585 County Rd Z, Sin-
sinawa, WI. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

David Ryan 
Book Signing
2–3 PM @ RIvER 

LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

David Ryan, author of 
Exploring Galena and 
Dubuque on Foot, will sign 
copies of his book. 1098 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
riverlights.com.

Studio Tour with 
Biennial Artist Louise 
Kames
2–3:30 PM @ CLARKE 

UNIvERSITY PRINT STUDIO

Tour the Clarke University 
print studio and watch 
demonstrations of screen 
printing, etching, and relief 
printing. Kames’ sabbatical 
drawings will be available to 
view in the 2D studio. Hosted 
by the Dubuque Museum 

of Art. RSVP required. Free. 
1550 Clarke Dr. 563-557-1851. 
mbuhr@dbqart.org. 
dbqart.org.

Monster Truck 
Nitro Tour
7:30–10 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

See these incredible 10,000-
pound, car crushing giants 
compete in racing, wheelie 
contests, and then rock the 
house with amazing freestyle 
motocross action. Plus, you 
can meet the drivers and 
see the trucks up close at 
the pre-event Autograph Pit 
Party. $23 Adults; $15 kids 
3–12. 14569 Old High-
way Rd. 480-773-6822. 
Monstertrucktour.com.

SuN 9/12

St. Joe’s Tailgate 
Festival
11 AM–3 PM @ ST. JOSEPH 

CHURCH (KEY WEST, IA)

Join for fun and fellow-
ship for the whole family. 

Entertainment includes Jim 
Calhoun, Extreme Dancers, 
ice bucket auctions, bake and 
craft sale, raffles, and yard 
games along with food from 
KCs and beverages. Win up 
to $1,000 cash, booze wagon, 
tailgate grilling set, bloody 
mary basket, and more. 
10204 Key W Dr, Dubuque, 
IA. stJosephKeyWest.com.

A Financial Checkup: 
Answers From an 
Expert
1 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Get answers to your tricky 
financial questions at this 
in-person event with financial 
education expert Tony 
Viertel of Dupaco Community 
Credit Union. Tony Viertel 
will share tips and advice 
on saving money, credit 
scores, and more. You can 

submit your questions to be 
asked anonymously. RSVP 
recommended. 360 W 11th 

St. 563-589-4225 x2224. 
carnegiestout.org.

tue 9/14

Let’s Talk Books: An 
American Marriage
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Discuss An American Mar-
riage by Tayari Jones. An 
emotionally complex novel 
about the marriage of Celes-
tial and Roy, a middle class 
Black couple whose relation-
ship is tested by the unex-
pected when Roy is arrested 
for a crime he did not com-
mit. RSVP required. 360 W 
11th St. 563-589-4225 x2224. 
carnegiestout.org.
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EDWARD J. AND CATHY GALLAGHER 
ARTS AT CLARKE SERIES

Josh Ritter
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 @ 7:30 PM
CLARKE UNIvERSITY TERENCE 
DONAGHOE HALL (1550 CLARKE DR)
Clarke university welcomes Josh ritter 
to campus for a solo acoustic concert 
on Wednesday, Sept. 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
at terence Donaghoe Hall. the perfor-
mance marks the first Arts at Clarke 
event for the 2021–2022 school year.

Josh ritter is a singer/songwriter 
who has been compared to the likes 
of bob Dylan and bruce Springsteen 
by critics and fans alike. He is known 
for his Americana style and narrative 
storytelling and was named one of Paste 
magazine’s “100 Greatest Living Song-
writers.” With this fall’s acoustic tour, 
ritter chose intimate venues like Clarke’s 
terence Donaghoe Hall in order to form 
a deeper connection with audiences. 

“I want my first set of shows in a year 
and a half to be in places that will allow me 
to sing some of the stranger, quieter, more 
narrative songs that I may not always get to 
at a rock show,” ritter said in a statement. 
“I want the venues to be special and beau-
tiful, I want laughter and music and stories 
that are true even if they’re unreal. Finally, 
I want to perform again, stomp the dust 
off, see what new appendages and teeth 
and claws have grown from this time in the 

wilderness, see what joy can come from 
sorrow and what tears can come from joy.”

In an effort to protect the health of 
everyone participating in this event, 
Josh ritter requests that attendees be 
vaccinated for COVID-19 or have had a 
negative COVID test within 72 hours of 
the performance. masks are required to 
be worn by everyone inside the venue.

the show begins at 7:30 p.m., and 
doors open 45 minutes prior to the per-
formance. the event is free for Clarke stu-
dents and employees. those outside the 
Clarke community are also welcome to 
attend, with $20 general admission tick-
ets available now. Find tickets and more 
information at clarke.edu/joshritter. n

WeD 9/15

She Unites: Mariah 
Reeves: Why Being 
Nice Isn’t Good 
Enough
6–7:30 PM @ SMOKESTACK

Mariah Reeves, Associate 
Principal at Wahlert Catholic 
High School, discusses 
diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion. In Mariah’s words, 
“Dare to be present and lean 
into your surroundings. Be 
empowered to lead with 
authenticity as you navigate 
diverse spaces.” Free. 62 E 
7th St. sheUnitesIowa.com.

tHu 9/16

Senior Expo
9 AM–1 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

GRAND BALLROOM

Over 30 vendors, fun Q&A 
with vendors, and door 
prizes. Breakfast and lunch 

included. First 50 attendees 
will receive a goodie bag. 
Free. 14569 Old High-
way Rd. 563-564-8180. 
DBQfair.com.

Know Your Craft 
Beer—For Beginners
6–7:30 PM @ BACKPOCKET 

DUBUQUE

A beer is a beer, right? 
Wrong! Get to know the 
world of craft beer and all the 
different styles of brews dur-
ing your one-session class. 
You’ll also learn about proper 
glassware and pairing beers 
with foods. Come thirsty and 
join Tara Cooley, Beer Server 
Certified Cicerone®, to sample 
a few craft beers and begin 
to understand the different 
styles. Ages 21+. $19. 333 
E 10th St. 844-642-2338. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

Antiracism Book 
Club: Their Eyes 
Were Watching God
6–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

Their Eyes Were Watching 
God brings to life a Southern 
love story with the wit and 
pathos found only in the writ-
ing of Zora Neale Hurston. 
Out of print for almost 30 
years—due largely to initial 
audiences’ rejection of its 
strong black female protago-
nist—Hurston’s classic has 
since its 1978 reissue become 
perhaps the most widely read 
and highly acclaimed novel in 
the canon of African-Ameri-
can literature. RSVP required. 
Free. shakeragalley.org.

FrI 9/17

Textile Brewing 
Oktoberfest
11 AM–11 PM @ TEXTILE 

BREWING COMPANY 

(DYERSvILLE, IA)

Sept. 17 and 18 at 
11 a.m.–11 p.m. and Sept. 19 
at 11 a.m.–9 p.m. Delicious 
and authentic Festbier and 
Märzen made in house, 
massive Bavarian pretzels, 
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Murder Mystery: Dr. 
Jax & Jumbo
5 PM @ STONE 

CLIFF WINERY

The Brew Ha Ha Players are 
up to even more murderous 
shenanigans. Yep. It’s time 
to send in the clowns. The 
Dr. Jax & Jumbo children’s 
show is ending after 20 
years. Their farewell tour 
takes the stars on the road 
throughout Eastern Iowa 
where fans get a behind-the-
scenes look while also being 
in attendance for the Dr. Jax 
& Jumbo finalé. But the fans 
get a little more than they 
bargained for when the show 
takes an unexpected twist, 
and they’re called upon to 
help solve a whodunit. RSVP. 
$59.95. 600 Star Brewery 
Dr. 563-583-6100 x203. 
stonecliffwinery.com.

mON 9/20

Craft Cocktails: 
The Art of the 
Perfect Drink
6 PM @ BRAZEN OPEN 

KITCHEN + BAR

Learn everything you will 
need to become a beginner 
mixologist with Brazen’s Bar 
Manager, Jon Rolling. Ages 
21+. $45. 955 Washington 
St. Ste 101. 844-642-2338. 
nicc.edu/solutions.

L.May Book Group
6:30 PM @ L.MAY EATERY

Discuss An Inspector Calls 
by Jason Cobley. 1072 Main 
St. RiverLights.com.

EvENTS

and live music by Barefoot 
Becky and other Oktoberfest 
music. Wear your dirndl and 
lederhosen, grab your col-
lectible Textile Oktoberfest 
mugs, and come down for 
gemütlichkeit! 146 2nd St NE, 
Dyersville, IA. 563-207-0357. 
facebook.com/textilebrews.

SAt 9/18

Art For All—Art 
Geisert’s 80th Birthday 
& Book Signing
11 AM–3 PM @ DUBUQUE 

MUSEUM OF ART

A multigenerational event 
honoring artist Arthur Geisert 
and his latest book, How the 
Big Bad Wolf Got His Come-
uppance. Admission includes 
book signing, story time, 
food, and art activities. Blue-
grass Alumatics will provide 

the musical entertainment 
and Flatted Fifth Blues + 
BBQ the food. 701 Locust St. 
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

Galena Cemetery 
Walk
1–4:30 PM @ GREENWOOD 

CEMETERY (GALENA, IL)

Sept. 18 and 19. The Galena-
Jo Daviess County Historical 
Society will again remember 
the lives and contributions 
of past Galenians with its 
annual Cemetery Walk. Local 
performers portray select 
individuals buried in Galena’s 
Greenwood Cemetery and 
recount their lives. The 27th 

Annual Cemetery Walk 
hosts tours starting every 
20 minutes. Proceeds 
benefit the Galena-Jo 
Daviess County Historical 
Society. $20. 815-777-9129. 
GalenaHistory.org.

The Community 
Celebration
10 PM @ HOLIDAY INN 

BLUE MOON ROOM

Celebrate Key City Pride 
founder Corey Young on 
several community-based 
awards and recognitions. 
Featuring KhrisStyle Infiniti-
Ross, Anna Mae, Jayniah 
Diamond-Banxz, Jaylinn 
Diamond Suave, Kenya 
Sanchez, Bryanna Banx$, 
and special guest host Silky 
Nutmeg Ganache. Doors at 
9 p.m. Formal attire encour-
aged. $10 Adv/$15 door. 450 
Main St. KeyCityPride.org.

SuN 9/19

Crafty Crawl
10 AM–4 PM @ DUBUQUE 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Shop with Jodi & KT at 
this handmade market. 

Find one of a kind items 
from local makers, artists, 
crafters, bakers and more. 
14569 Old Highway Rd. 
facebook.com/JodiandKt.

Chili Feed
11 AM–2 PM @ SWISS 

vALLEY PARK (PEOSTA, IA)

Grab your picnic blankets 
and cozy up to a warm bowl 
of chili while enjoying the 
beautiful park and music by 
Mark Zalaznik. Bring your 
own dinnerware. Proceeds 
go towards the purchase of 
more kayaks to be utilized 
at county parks. Hosted 
by the Friends of Dubuque 
County Conservation Board. 
$7 Adult; $4 kids 12 and 
under. 13069 Swiss Valley Rd, 
Peosta IA. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL eVeNt LISt 

DUBUQUE365.COM/EVENTS
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Ongoing & 
Recurring 
Events
SUNDAY

Galena Territory 
Farmers Market
SUN THROUGH OCT 10  

@ 8 AM–NOON

GALENA TERRITORY 

OWNERS’ CLUB (GALENA, IL)

Fresh produce, baked goods, 
regional meat, flowers, crafts, 
and more. 2000 Territory Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2000. 
theGalenaterritory.com.

Dubuque Cars 
and Coffee
3RD SUN THROUGH OCT 17  

@ 9 AM–NOON

HOBBY LOBBY PARKING LOT

Casual meet up for car 
enthusiasts. All makes/
models/years welcomed! 
Coffee and donuts available, 
all proceeds go to Veteran’s 
Freedom Center. 3925 Dodge 
St. facebook.com/dubuque 
carsandcoffee.

Digital Drinks &  
Dialogue
1ST SUN @ 4:30 PM

ONLINE

Trainwreck Productions’ 
play reading club invites 
you to read a character and 
experience and discuss the 
scripts together. Plays vary by 
genre and style monthly. Free. 
trainWreckProductions.org.

Arcade Meetup 
LGBTQ+ Social
3RD SUN @ 4:45–6:45 PM

BACKPOCKET DUBUQUE

Gathering for LGBTQ+ commu-
nity and allies. Food and bev-
erages available for purchase. 
Fully accessible. All ages. 333 E 
10th St. facebook.com/ 
DubuqueLGBtQ.

MONDAY

Dubuque Area 
Humanists
3RD MONDAY @ 6:30–8 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (ASBURY, IA)

Cultivate a community 
in Dubuque who is good 
without God. Free. 5290 
Grand Meadow Dr, Asbury, 
IA. facebook.com/ 
dubuqueareahumanists.

Social Connections 
for Singles Euchre
MON @ 6:30 PM

DENNY’S LUX CLUB

Come for friends and 
euchre. 3050 Asbury Rd. 
815-297-3308.

TUESDAY

Early Explorers
1ST TUESDAY @ 10 AM

1ST SATURDAY @ 10 AM

NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI 

RIvER MUSEUM & 

AQUARIUM

Join each month and discover 
the ABCs of the world around 
us. Hands-on and active 
activities including a craft 
and a game. RSVP suggested. 
Ages 2–5 with parent/care-
giver. $10 for non-members; 
$8 for members; adult free. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com.

Hot Summer 
Nights Cruise-In
1ST TUE THROUGH SEPT 7  

@ 6–9 PM

DBQ CO FAIRGROUNDS

All years of vehicles are 
welcome, and there is no 
charge to put your vehicle 
on display. DJ will provide 
music, and food and drink 
will be available for purchase. 
14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1813. DBQfair.com.

Faith Writers Group
3RD TUE @ 6:30–8 PM

ONLINE

Shalom Spirituality Center’s 
monthly writer’s group 
allows time to share up to 
two pages of writing with an 
opportunity for feedback and 
critique from other members. 
Free. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WEDNESDAY

Dubuque Urban 
Sketchers
WED @ 4–6 PM

vARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN DUBUQUE

Sketch historical buildings, 
iconic landmarks, and the 
urban landscape. All you 
need is a camp chair, sketch-
pad, and your favorite pens, 
pencils, and paints. Follow 
“Dubuque Urban Sketch-
ers” on Facebook to see 
where to meet each week.

Cuba City Market
3RD WED THROUGH SEPT 15  

@ 4–7 PM

PRESIDENTIAL PLAZA 

(CUBA CITY ,WI)

A variety of produce, 
canned goods, crafts, and 
more. 207 S Main St, Cuba 
City, WI. 608-744-2152. 
CubaCity.org.

Mid-Week Market
WED THROUGH OCT  

@ 4–8 PM

11TH AND IOWA ST

Fresh local produce, beer 
garden from Jubeck’s New 
World Brewery, wood-
fired pizzas and fresh 
masa enchiladas from The 
Food Store, and live music 
sponsored by Michael 
Breitbach and his Broken 
Rubber Band. 563-557-1777. 
DBQFoodstore.com.

Old 20 Market
WED THROUGH AUG  

@ 4–8 PM

DBQ CO FAIRGROUNDS

Shop local vendors such 
as growers, producers, 
processors, crafters, makers, 
artisans, area businesses, 
food trucks and more! 
All ages. Free. 14569 Old 
Highway Rd. 563-588-1813. 
facebook.com/JodiandKt.

MFC Teen Nights
WED @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Teens can enjoy dinner and 
activities while hanging 
out and interacting in a 
safe, fun environment that 
promotes unity among 
diversity and empowers 
youth to reach their potential. 
Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED  

@ 5:30 PM

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Overcome your fear of speaking 
in front of a group and develop 
the skills to give an organized, 
dynamic, and interesting 
presentation while also building 
your confidence. Ages 18+. Free. 
360 W 11th St. facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Green Drinks
2ND WED @ 6 PM

SMOKESTACK

Meet up and have a drink 
with environmentally-minded 
friends and discuss local 
issues concerning global envi-
ronmental challenges. Spon-
sored by Green Dubuque. 62 
E 7th St. GreenDubuque.org.

SheUnites
3RD WED @ 6–7:30 PM

SMOKESTACK

SheUnites is an inclusive 
women’s group in Dubuque, 
working to connect women 
across the region through 
education, philanthropy, 
mutual support, and 
more. Free. 62 E 7th St. 
sheUnitesIowa.com.

Women’s Art Party
3RD WED @ 6:30 PM

LIND PAvILION 

(MINERAL POINT, WI)

New projects every month. 
Women are invited to 
craft with others, learn 
about new materials, and 
share techniques. $5. 411 
Commerce St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeRagAlley.org/ 
womens-art-party.

THURSDAY

East Dubuque’s 
Cruisin’ Thursdays
THU THROUGH SEPT 30  

@ 4–9 PM

SINSINAWA AvE, 

EAST DBQ, IL

Classic cars fill the main 
drag featuring food, drinks, 
and live entertainment.

Millwork Night Market
2ND THU THROUGH OCT  

@ 5–8 PM

7TH–9TH AND JACKSON ST

Featuring high quality local 
food producers, artists, 
musicians, and brewers. 
MillworknightMarket.com.

Gary’s Graffiti Nights
THU THROUGH SEPT 16  

@ 5–9:30 PM

PLAZA 20 SONIC DRIvE-IN

Classic cars converge with 
food, drinks, and addi-
tional entertainment.

Bellevue Farmers 
Market
THU THROUGH SEPT 

@ 4–6:30 PM

WATER STREET LANDING 

(BELLEvUE, IA)

Browse fresh produce, herbs, 
baked goods, crafts, and more 
while enjoying live music and 
outdoor seating along the Mis-
sissippi River. 303 S River St, 
Bellevue, IA. 563-872-5830. 
BellevueIA.com.

FRIDAY

Social Connections for 
Singles Meet & Greet
FRI @ 5–7 PM

SHOT TOWER INN

Come for friends and food. 390 
Locust St. 563-845-0070.

SATURDAY

Dubuque  
Farmers’ Market
SAT THROUGH SEPT  

@ 7 AM–NOON  

OCT @ 8 AM–NOON

NEAR 12TH AND IOWA ST

Iowa’s oldest farmers’ market 
offers a variety of produce, 
meats, baked goods, arts and 
crafts, on-site prepared foods, 
and more. 563-588-4400. 
DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

Dyersville 
Downtown Market
LAST SAT THROUGH SEPT  

@ 8 AM–NOON

3RD AvE SW AND 3RD 

ST, DYERSvILLE, IA

More than 60 local vendors, 
food trucks, live music, and 
different activities every 
month. DyersvilleDowntown 
Market.com.

Platteville 
Farmer’s Market
SAT THOUGH OCT 

@ 8 AM–NOON

PLATTEvILLE CITY PARK 

(PLATTEvILLE, WI)

Homegrown and handmade 
products. 75 N Bonson St, 
Platteville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

B-1 Yoga FREE 
Outdoor Yoga
SAT THROUGH SEPT 4  

@ 9–10 AM

PORT OF DUBUQUE RIvER’S 

EDGE PLAZA PAvILION

All levels are invited to par-
ticipate. Free. b-1yoga.com.

Driftless Poets 
Monthly Workshop
2ND SAT @ 2–4 PM

ONLINE

Support and encourage-
ment for poets seeking 
honest feedback on their 
work. RSVP. 608-987-3292. 
DriftlessPoets.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
DO YOu HAVe A trI-StAte eVeNt tHAt YOu’D LIKe tO 

SHAre WItH Our reADerS? Let uS KNOW WHAt’S 

GOING ON bY SeNDING uS YOur INFOrmAtION!

emAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINe SubmISSION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
SHANG-CHI AND 
THE LEGEND OF THE 
TEN RINGS (PG-13)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Shang-Chi, a young master of 
unarmed, weaponry-based 
kung fu, is forced to confront 
his past after being drawn into the mysterious, 
mythical Ten Rings organization. 

THE GATEWAY (R)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

A social worker assigned to the 
care of the daughter of a single 
mother intervenes when the 
dad returns from prison and 
lures them into a life of crime.

KAREN (R)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

A racist woman takes it as a 
personal mission to displace 
the new Black family that just 
moved into the neighbor-
hood... but as it turns out, they 
won’t back down without a fi ght.

MALIGNANT (R)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

A young woman fi nds herself 
tormented by horrifi c visions of 
terrible murders and soon 
realizes that these visions are 
not merely premonitions but 
reality.

TIME IS UP (PG-13)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

An accident forces a young 
couple to come to a stop and 
reclaim their lives, one minute 
at the time, and fi nally start 
living in a present that perhaps 
will prove to be more exciting than anything they 
could have possibly imagined.

THE CARD 
COUNTER (R)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

An ex-military inter-
rogator turned gambler, 
haunted by the ghosts of 
his past decisions, soon 
fi nds himself trapped within a web of intrigue 
and discovers it’s of his own making.

Movie Buzz
In 1998, in the middle 
of the Chicago Bulls’ 
NBA Finals run 
against the Utah Jazz, 
Dennis Rodman 
infamously asked the team for permission to 
take a 48-hour vacation in Las Vegas. That 
vacation, the bender and the ensuing carnage, 
quickly became the stuff  of legend, and a movie 
is now being produced. Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse producers Phil Lord and Chris Miller 
are supervising.

The new Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre
movie, shot last year 
in Bulgaria during the 
height of the 
pandemic, has now found a home at Netfl ix, 
where it is expected to be released later this 
year. The movie is a direct sequel to the 1974 
original and ignores all other sequels and 
remakes.

Disney has very 
quickly green-lit a 
sequel to its surprise 
hit Jungle Cruise, 
which has been a top 
box offi  ce performer since its release. Stars 
Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt will return, as 
will the original writer and director.

Selma star David 
Oyelowo is 
producing—and 
potentially starring 
in—a revival of the 
1991 cult classic action fi lm The Rocketeer. The 
new fi lm, titled The Return of the Rocketeer, will 
focus upon a retired Tuskegee airman who 
eventually assumes the mantle of the high-fl ying 
hero.

In “why do they 
keep making these” 
news, the full 
cast for a fourth 
Expendables movie 
has been announced. Joining returning stars 
Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham, Dolph 
Lundgren, and Randy Couture are Curtis “50 
Cent” Jackson, Megan Fox, and Tony Jaa. The 
movie is set to be released in late 2022.
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First Fridays
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO 
& GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AvE)
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC 
LIBRARY (360 W 11TH ST)
6–8 PM @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
6–8 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series. All stops are free.

Stoned Art Studio and Gallery show-
cases Driftless region photography, 
and refreshments will be served.

Carnegie-Stout public Library hosts 
Dubuque trio pure Service for music 
@ your library®. they will play a fun 
and energetic set of original indie-rock 
tunes. You can also browse the new Art 
@ your library® show featuring the plein 
Air painters of Dubuque (ppODS).

planted. features Dubuque artist Dalton 
Leisen. the 27-year-old self-taught artist 
specializes in mixed media mainly utiliz-
ing spray paint, acrylic paint, charcoal, 
and pastels. this current body of work 
is a group of mixed media paintings that 
represent the past year of transition from 
sharp-lined geometric patterns to loose 
abstract portraiture. Dalton says, “I’ve 
found the human figure is so much more 
powerful at portraying feelings that I 
haven’t wanted to work on anything else.”

Smokestack hosts abstract works 
from painter Andrew raeside and from 
sculptor and multimedia artist rachel 
Spurling. Keep the party going at 8 p.m. 
for Smokestack’s First Friday Acoustic 
Open mic. New players are always wel-
come, and players receive free admis-
sion. Open mic is $5 for listeners. n

Dubuque Chorale Children’s 
Choir Placement Interviews
SATURDAYS: SEPTEMBER 11, 18, AND 25 @ 9:15 AM–NOON
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (1755 DELHI ST)
the Dubuque Chorale Children’s Choir 
(DCCC) is back for the 2021–2022 
season. they are set to begin rehears-
als this fall, offering tri-State kids 
to get out, reconnect, and express 
some joy together… in song!

the DCCC is open to all kids enrolled in 
grades 3–6 for the 2021–2022 school year. 
Voice placement interviews will be held 
Sept. 11, 18, and 25, and the first rehearsal 
will be monday, Sept. 27. rehearsals are 

monday nights from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. in the 
choir room of Holy trinity Lutheran Church

Concert highlights for the upcoming 
season include a Library performance, 
the Holiday pops concert with the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, and a 
spring 2022 concert with the adult choir.

to schedule an interview time, text or 
call mary beth Ferring at 563-580-6229 
or email mbferring@aol.com. For more 
information, visit DubuqueChorale.org. n

DALtON LeISeN

ARts
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ARTS

FLY-BY-NIGHT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

Waiting for 
Waiting for Godot
SEPTEMBER 17, 18, & 24, 25 @ 7:30 PM
SEPTEMBER 19 @ 2 PM
FIvE FLAGS CENTER BIJOU 
ROOM (405 MAIN ST)
Fly-by-Night productions (FbNp) 
presents Dave Hanson’s Waiting for 
Waiting for Godot on Sept. 17, 18, 24, and 
25 at 7:30 p.m. and Sept. 19 at 2 p.m. 
at the Five Flags Center bijou room.

two understudies perpetually wait in 
their dressing room to “take stage” in 
Samuel becket’s play, Waiting for Godot. 
Is tonight their night, or tomorrow, or… 
when? No need to know becket’s play 
to enjoy Hanson’s. the physical humor, 
their wise cracking riffs and musings 
on why they continually wait will keep 
you gleefully laughing and, maybe 
wondering, what is worth waiting for? 

Doug Donald, Kevin Firnstahl, 
and melinda titus make up the 
ensemble cast with direction by 
Lenore Howard. this production 
includes some mature language.

Join FbNp for a talk back with the cast 
and director following performances on 
Saturday, Sept. 18 and Friday, Sept. 24.

masks are required to attend the 
performance, and seating will be 
limited to 50 percent capacity. All 
seats will be in pairs or singles.

tickets are $20 and can be pur-
chased at Ticketmaster.com, the Five 
Flags Center box office, and at the 
door one hour before showtime. For 
more information, call 563-599-9486 
or visit FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

Disenchanted!
SEPTEMBER 17–18 AND 24–25 @ 7:30 PM
SEPTEMBER 19 AND 26 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
this posse of pin-up princesses is 
prepared to shatter the glass ceiling of 
the Industrial princess Complex that has 
co-opted their stories into sugar-coated 
fairy tales for maximum profit in Disen-
chanted! at the Grand Opera House.

this Sept. 17–26, the storybook 
princesses you remember are tired of 
the traditional fairy tale treatment, so 
they have gotten together to tell their 
own stories—and just wait until you hear 
the truth about life after “prince Charm-
ing.” this isn’t your kid’s princess story.

Snow White and her posse of dis-
enchanted princesses take center 
stage in this hilarious musical that’s 
anything but Grimm. In this occasion-
ally vulgar, slightly tacky satirical revue, 
these royal divas have a bone to pick 
with how they have been portrayed in 
cartoons, storybooks, and merchandise. 

“A warped bunch of stories master-
fully crafted and full of inappropriate 
etiquette. I mean hooking up with the 
guy from the page before and then 
marrying him? Who does that? Who 
cares? Let’s sing about it. Fun music and 

even funnier characters will have you 
laughing all the way to the palace.”—
Sally Jo Osborne for Chicago Critic

Glass slippers, poison apples, and fairy 
godmothers won’t be featured in this 
ages 14 and above production, so leave 
the kiddies at home. If you are sick of the 
princess paraphernalia constantly under-
foot, wish fairy tales were more realistic, 
or want to enjoy a night of girl power, 
Disenchanted! is the perfect show for you.

tickets are $23 for adults and $15 
for children under 18. tickets can be 
purchased in person at the box office, 
by calling 563-588-1305, or online 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n



PHOTOS BY BOB FELDERMAN AND ERIK BROLIN
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Dubuque Oktoberfest
Saturday, September 18 @ 11 AM–7 PM 
Q Casino Back Waters Stage (1855 Greyhound Park Rd)

By Bryce Parks

Dubuque Oktoberfest, the annual cel-
ebration of German and Slavic heritages, 
is back to host its annual event live on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Q Casino back Waters Stage. 

New this year will be the waiving of the 
$5 entrance fee, and instead, they will have 
a suggested donation to Camp Albrecht 
Acres, which has been the benefiting 
charity for all 12 years of the festival. All 
ages are welcome to attend. two large 
festival tents will be on the grounds so 
Dubuque Oktoberfest happens rain or 
shine. (Any local COVID-19 ordinances in 
effect on the date of the festival will be 
followed.) being outside in the fresh air 
and not even under a tent will add another 
level of safety and social distancing to 
the already well-organized gathering.

Family fun, live music, great food, danc-
ing, games, and even wiener dog races are 
on the day’s docket as tri-Staters come 
together to celebrate traditional German 
tradition, which is so strong in our commu-
nity. From the marching in of the ceremonial 
keg to the Oom-pah sounds of the Gut-
tenberg German band, the party is on, mein 
freund! the Illuminate Dance troupe from 
the university of Northern Iowa will perform 
as well as provide polka dance lessons. 
the Americana band and Loras College 
German band join the music menagerie.

Who doesn’t love watching the wiener 
dogs race? You can register yours to race 
at DBQoktoberfest.org. to test your 
endurance, perhaps the epic masskrug-
stemmen aka the Stein Holding Contest 
is more your speed. If you want to test 
your mettle while hundreds cheer you on, 
registration is available on site that day.

the main food tent will be catered by 
the barn, neighbor to Camp Albrecht 
Acres, in addition to other delicious food 
choices. Come on down and enjoy, and 
then wash it down with a cold beer, such 
as local craft Oktoberfest biers, domes-
tic lights, hard cider, riesling, seltzers, 
and Lime rock Springs products.

Joe Kane, chair of the Dubuque Okto-
berfest planning committee and president 
of the Camp Albrecht Acres board of direc-
tors, states, “For the past 14 months, all 
fundraisers for Camp Albrecht Acres have 
been canceled. We are finally at the point 
of confidence to schedule a live event. So 
this year’s Dubuque Oktoberfest is being 
planned for Sept. 18, which will be our 12th 

year. We hope our community will come 
together at our outdoor event and sup-
port this wonderful camp and campers.”

As always, the proceeds of Dubuque 
Oktoberfest benefit the wonderful 
programs at Camp Albrecht Acres.

For more information about Dubuque 
Oktoberfest, visit DBQoktoberfest.org or 
facebook.com/dubuqueoktoberfest. n

Oktoberfest Schedule
 11 AM Festival opens to the music of 

the Guttenberg German Band
 12:30 PM Marching in the Keg led by  

Danny Sprank, City Council Member 
 1 PM Illuminate Dance Troupe (UNI)  

Performance and Polka Dance Lessons
 2 PM Wiener Dog Parade and Race 
 3 PM Americana Band
 4 PM Masskrugstemmen aka the 

Stein Holding Contest
 5:15 PM Loras College German Band
 7 PM Festival closes

CovER stoRy
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Bloktoberfest
Saturday, September 11 @ 11 AM–6 PM
Dubuque’s Historic Millwork District

By Bryce Parks

three years ago, the fi rst bloktoberfest 
was conceived as a way to celebrate and 
showcase the small businesses and their 
partners that make up the growing hub of 
energy that is Dubuque’s Historic millwork 
District. And they didn’t want to make 
just another beer and music festival. they 
wanted to bring something new to the 
community that we’ve never seen before: 
a modern festival, similar to those that 
they had seen fi nding success in larger 
metro areas. And they succeeded in that 
mission. between bmX and skateboard-
ing, beer yoga, unique kids off erings, 
and a slate of music diff erent than you 
fi nd at other area festivals, the event got 
off  on the right foot and carried through 
a second year of growth before 2020 
silenced cultural opportunities globally.

As we sat down with some of the orga-
nizers of this year’s comeback edition of 
bloktoberfest, we noticed one thing right 
away: the guys my age who planned the 
fi rst event were not at this meeting. Sure 
they’re still involved, but this event, geared 
so strongly to youth—not just kids but the 
younger adults who are looking for new 
and diff erent forms of engaging entertain-
ment—is being led by extremely energetic 
and enthusiastic young leaders who want 
to take it to new levels moving ahead. 
Casey Hinderman, owner of Olliewood 
Action Sports; Devin Quade, Omni 
marketing; and Olivia Sullivan, marketing 
manager at 7 Hills, walked us through what 
you can expect to fi nd at bloktoberfest 
this year, and we think you’re going to 
like what you hear. Oh, and yeah, it’s all 
free aside from the food and drinks.

this event fuses the positive elements 
of a metropolitan block party with the 
positive attributes of a traditional German 
Oktoberfest, thus… bloktoberfest. this 
festival welcomes all ages, but compared 
to many of the beer/music/food festivals 
in the area, this one clearly caters to a 
younger, energetic crowd. Not just with the 
massive interactive Dupaco Kids Zone, but 
also the adult off erings. the music is fresh 
and hip, the beers cater to the market 
that’s into craft breweries and locally-
made options, and activities like axe 
throwing and beer yoga defi nitely touch 
on popular trends in adult entertainment.

One slight change this year is the 
location. Still in the millwork District, 
the event will wrap around three streets 
to best utilize existing infrastructure to 
best service the event and its guests. For 
example, this year’s action sports setup is 
more accessible, with some harder ameni-
ties for experienced riders and some easier 
ones so younger and new and intermedi-
ate riders can participate in the fun, and 
the location of that action is now in the 
shade with a natural viewing area. plus 
you can hear the music from where they’re 
riding this year. better all around, believes 
Casey from Olliewood Action Sports. the 
Skate and bmX Jam will showcase some 
of the best bmX and skateboarding that 
the midwest has to off er. this is fun to 
watch no matter how old a kid you are.

No matter how you morph the idea of 
“festival” for the future, it had better have 
a great live music component, and they 
have that base covered well with three 
unique bands. High Five Sinners opens the 
festival from noon to 1:30 p.m. their raw, 
energetic rock is reminiscent of the ‘90s 

CovER stoRy
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alt-rock scene. A little bit pixies or Sonic 
Youth. We like it! Listening to their tunes, it 
kind of felt like a Saturday night at the old 
Silver Dollar or Stebs in Cedar Falls. Local 
rising stars, the Struggle, perform from 2 
to 3:30 p.m. with an infectious energy that 
will send you on an unforgettable journey 
through the decades. Lead singer emily 
mae Webb adds powerful vocals with an 
unmistakable Joplin-like jazz influence that 
really sets them apart. And reggae rapids, 
from Cedar rapids, IA, comes to town for a 
4 to 6 p.m. performance, bringing a unique 
blend of hip-hop with the classic vibes 
of reggae. the fusion of booming bass 
lines and gritty guitars is held together 
with conscious lyricism and messages of 
peace, unity, and compassion. Find musical 
samples of the bands on the bloktoberfest 
Facebook page (@DbQbloktoberfest).

Okay, what goes with music? FOOD! 
beer! Check and check! the food game is 
strong at bloktoberfest with offerings from 
some names you just don’t see at local 
festivals. brazen Open Kitchen, Copper 
Kettle, boaz bbQ, Happy Hibachi, and the 
new Gino’s east of Dubuque will set you up 
real nice as you hunt for a cold beer. Well, 
it IS Oktoberfest season, so we need some 
Oktoberfest beer releases, right? From 2 
to 3 p.m., local breweries offer their new 
flavors for the season including Jubeck 
New World brewing, 7 Hills brewing Co., 
Dimensional brewing Co., and backpocket 
brewing. And you can, of course, enjoy 
their brews during the rest of the event plus 
more from toppling Goliath and big Grove 
as well as some of the usual national brands 
like busch, White Claw, and Sam Adams 
served up by the Dubuque Jaycees. New 
this year are liquor mixers featuring tito’s 
Vodka, Jack Daniel’s, and Captain morgan.

there will be a very special live 
mural painting by local artists Stina 
Henslee and Dalton Leisen all day. 

more adult fun is spread across the 
neighborhood with the Volv Strong man 
Area hosting bustinAxe axe throwing from 
noon until 5 p.m., beer yoga mixes two 
wonderful activities from 12:30 to 1 p.m., 
a tug of war (police vs. firefighters) will 
have you cheering at 1:30 p.m., and the 
beer stein races from 2 to 3 p.m. better not 
waste any of the precious brewed elixirs! 

Great local businesses will also be 
on site with their wares and services to 
discover including Float and Fly Wellness 
Studio, Namasté Athleisure Wear, midwest 
Free riders, the Weekend Gentlemen, and 
Olliewood Action Sports, and, of course, 
many partner businesses in the neighbor-
hood will be open for business that day.

Okay, just because we’ve saved the 
“kid stuff” until the end, just know that 
it’s like saving the best for last because 
this kids area is not an afterthought or 
throwing a bone to the kids who don’t 

have anything to do. You could literally 
market this event as a kids festival. more 
than 10 specific, unique, and very cool 
entertainment options await youngsters 
at this year’s bloktoberfest. From noon 
to 4 p.m., the Dupaco Kids Zone comes 
to life with outside-the-box fun includ-
ing henna tattoos, punk rock hairdos by 
Gymkana blue, S.t.e.m. experiments, 
mural painting wall (for all ages), bounce 
house, kids yoga, balloon animals, sidewalk 
chalk, fire truck tours, coloring books by 
planted., and giant building blocks from 
Creative Adventure Lab. If you don’t 
come for the big kid stuff, grab your kids 
or someones else’s kids and make them 
your excuse to experience this unique, 
super-interactive, family-based festival.

“We’re trying to stay as localized as 
we can with participation in the event 
and the products we feature,” says Devin 
Quade. “there’s a lot of attention to details 
that will grab your attention. the koozie 
and sticker packs are just awesome.”

“Artist Andrew Walton helped create 
a theme for some of this year’s marketing 
and swag featuring little gnomes doing 
fun stuff like riding skateboards with boom 
boxes and sitting on mushrooms,” says 
Olivia Sullivan. “We’ve got fun merch this 
year, and it is available in advance with 
a pickup day on September 10 or at the 
event. So many people came together to 
make this happen. people volunteering 
their time. It’s been so cool to watch it 
come together in my first year,” she notes. 
“they have such a creative team coming 
together to make this happen, and they’re 
hitting every aspect. the meetings are fun, 
and so the event is going to be fun. And 
after the last year we’ve been through, a 
lot of people are really looking forward 
to this. Our social media engagement 
has been huge leading up to the event.”

the event is sponsored by Dupaco 
Community Credit union, townsquare 
media, 7 Hills brewing Co., pepsi, Conlon 
Construction, Volv Fitness, 7G Distrib-
uting, mcGrath Family of Dealerships, 
tricor Insurance, Little Leaps Learning 
Academy, and others. Get more details 
online at BloktoberfestDubuque.com. n

Bloktoberfest Schedule
 11 AM–4 PM O.A.S Skate and BMX
 11 AM–6 PM Live Mural Painting
 Noon–1:30 PM High Five Sinners
 Noon–4 PM Dupaco Kids Zone
 Noon–5 PM BustinAxe Axe Throwing
 12:30–1 PM Beer Yoga
 1:30–2 PM Tug of War (Police vs. Firefighters)
 2–3 PM Oktoberfest Beer Releases
 2–3:30 PM The Struggle
 2:30–3 PM Beer Stein Races
 4–6 PM Reggae Rapids
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tHu 9/2
Cruisin’ Thursday: 
Steve Cavanaugh
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave, 
East DBQ, IL

Elizabeth Mary (Solo)
6 PM @ Textile Brewing

Collective Soul 
w/ Better Than Ezra and Tonic
7 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

The Sampson Bros. w/ Tall Paul
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

FrI 9/3
New Trick
3 PM @ The Yardarm

4th & 20
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Music @ your library: 
Pure Service
6 PM @ Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library

Summer’s Last Blast: Not Quite 
Brothers, Menace, Gypsy Pistols
6 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

Three Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff  Winery

Joie Wails Acoustic
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Scott Waterhouse
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Tiger Kings
7 PM @ Hilltop in Menominee

135 Live!: Sticky Ginger
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Hearthfi re Duo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Dockside

Casey Klein
8:30 PM @ Off  Shore

Them Coulee Boys
10 PM @ The Lift

SAt 9/4
Tony Walker @ 11 AM
Dirty Water Boys @ 3 PM
Coconut Cove

Bruce Kort @ 11 AM
Big Medicine @ 5 PM
Galena Cellars Downtown

Sarah Day
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Laura McDonald & Robbie Bahr
2:30 PM @ Off  Shore

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ Knickers Saloon

Summer’s Last Blast: 
Spazmatics, Johnny Trash, 
Ratchet Jaw
6 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

Three Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Boogie Monster
6 PM @ Frentress Lake

Marques Morel
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Secrets
7 PM @ Cajun Jack’s, Elizabeth

Hearthfi re Duo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

The Resistors
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Rooftop Party w/ DJ Papi
8 PM @ Smokestack

The Struggle
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Wicked Liz & The Bellyswirls
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Dealbreakers
8 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Kevin Boehnke
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co

SuN 9/5
Andy Wilberding
11 AM @ Coconut Cove

Big Medicine
Noon @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Swanny Connection
Noon @ Cajun Jack’s, Elizabeth

Jeff  Theisen
1 PM @ The Yardarm

Jimmy Welty Band
1 PM @ Dockside, Mud Lake

Brown Bottle Bandits
1 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Jacquie Miller Duo
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

Mark Zalaznik
2 PM @ Off  Shore

Secrets
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Triple Threat
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Mick Staebell
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

RatchetJaw Duo
3 PM @ Coconut Cove

The Janeys
3 PM @ Tabor Home Winery 
(Baldwin, IA)

Joie Wails
3 PM @ Highway 20 Brewing 
Co. (Elizabeth, IL)

Blueberry Jam Music Festival:
Denny Garcia @ 4 PM
Rock Steady @ 5 PM
Miles Nielsen & 
The Rusted Hearts @ 8 PM
Sandy Hook Tavern

TRI-STATE LIvE MUSIC
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Johnnie Walker 
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Blackberry Smoke 
8 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Sushi Roll 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

mON 9/6
Blueberry Jam Music Festival: 
Miles Nielsen &  
The Rusted Hearts @ 2 PM 
Brews Brothers Band @ 4 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

Bryce & Dayton 
2 PM @ Off Shore

Joie Wails 
2 PM @ Gehlen Barn 
(St. Donatus, IA)

tHu 9/9
Cruisin’ Thursday:  
Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker 
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Waxahatchee (Sold Out) 
7 PM @ Codfish Hollow Barn

FrI 9/10
Food Truck Friday: John Moran 
11:30 AM @ Washington Park

Open Mic/Karaoke  
w/ Cal Coohey 
4:30 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

Steve & Randy 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Theresa Rosetta 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff Winery

Laura McDonald &  
Marcus DeJesus 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Brantley Gilbert w/ Sean Stemaly 
7 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters Stage

Elizabeth Mary (Solo) 
7 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Mini Monster Duo 
7 PM @ Hilltop at Menominee

Burnt Biscuits 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

The Texas Tenors 
8 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Rooftop Party w/ DJ TFlow 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Exotic Legends Male Revue 
9 PM @ Knickers Saloon

KrashKarma, Ratchet Jaw 
9:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

SAt 9/11
Tom Rucker @ 11 PM 
Keith Scott Blues @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown

Bloktoberfest: 
High Five Sinners @ Noon 
The Struggle @ 2 PM 
Reggae Rapids @ 4 PM 
Dubuque Millwork District

Renegade Retirement Party: 
TKO @ 2 PM 
Boys Night Out @ 3 PM 
Arling Brothers @ 4 PM 
GHS @ 5 PM 
Renegade @ 6 PM 
Burkey’s Bar and Grill

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Rivers Massey Marina

LA Suess 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Baby Garp 
2 PM @ Codfish Hollow 
Barnstormers

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina 

Back Booth Alley 
6:30 PM @ Midtown Marina

Bennett & Bublé 
6:30 PM @ Fergedaboudit 
Winery

Big Medicine 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Johnny Rodgers 
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine 
Arts Center, Maquoketa

Comedian James Murray  
w/ Jiggy 
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater

Arch Allies 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Big Mojo 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Boy Band Review 
8 PM @ Q Casino Showroom

Rooftop Party w/ DJ Nita Beat 
8 PM @ Smokestack

J Jeffery Messerole 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co

Tony Walker 
9 PM @ Dirty Ernies

Dan Whitaker  
and the Shinebenders 
10 PM @ The Lift

SuN 9/12
Tom Rucker 
Noon @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Jimmy Welty Band 
2 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub

Elizabeth Mary (Duo) 
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Walking Molly 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Boys of Lloyd 
2 PM @ Textile Brewing

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Unicorn Fist 
4 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Danny McDade 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
8 PM @ The Dungeon

WeD 9/15
Cuba City Market: Big Medicine 
4 PM @ Presidential Plaza

Marcus DeJesus 
7 PM @ Clarke University

tHu 9/16
Cruisin’ Thursday: Secrets 
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Big Sloth, Wizard Rifle, Tu’ Mera 
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 9/17
Steve Cavanaugh 
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Johnnie Walker 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Elizabeth Mary Live (Solo) 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

David Huckfelt, Pieta Brown, 
Miles Nielsen & The Rusted 
Hearts, Mac Leaphart 
7 PM @ Codfish Hollow 
Barnstormers

Uptown: Motown Remixed 
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Nightrain 
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Jimmy Welty Band 
8:30 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club

American Dookie 
9 PM @ Smokestack

SAt 9/18
Dubuque Oktoberfest 
Guttenberg  
German Band @ 11 AM 
Americana Band @ 3 PM 
Loras College  
German Band @ 5:15 PM 
Q Casino Back Waters Stage

Bruce Kort @ 11 AM 
DR Duo @ 5 PM 
Galena Cellars Downtown

Bob Dorr’s Iowa Music Revue 
2 PM @ Tabor Home 
Winery (Baldwin, IA)

Twin Ray Duo 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Tony Walker 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

NIGHTLIFE

BUT WAIT… THERE’S MORE!
VIeW Our FuLL 
NIGHtLIFe LISt 

DUBUQUE365.COM/MUSIC
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NIGHTLIFE

SUNDAY
Picnic Basket Concerts w/ Gladdy 
Ressler, Jamie Jones, and Guests
Sundays @ Noon
Council Hill Station

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Sundays @ 1 PM
Grape Escape (Galena, IL)

MONDAY
Trivia
3rd Monday @ 6:30–8:30 PM
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

Comedy
Mondays @ 8:30 PM
Monk’s

TUESDAY
Trivia
Tuesdays @ 7 PM
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke
Tuesdays @ 7 PM
Wicked Dame

Backpocket Trivia
Tuesdays @ 7:30 PM
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Open Mic 
Wednesdays @ 7 PM
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Hy-Vee Trivia
Wednesdays @ 7 PM
Hy-Vee Locust

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
Wednesdays @ 7:30 PM
Denny’s Lux Club

Rock Star Bingo
Wednesdays @ 8:30 PM
Barrel House

Karaoke
Wednesdays @ 9 PM
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Trivia
Thursdays @ 6 PM
Third Corner Food & Spirits

Hy-Vee Trivia
Thursdays @ 6:30 PM
Hy-Vee Dodge

Rock Star Bingo 
w/ Think & Drink Entertainment
Thursdays @ 7 PM
7 Hills Brewing Co

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen
Thursdays @ 7 PM
Smokestack

Jukebox Bingo
Every Other Thursday: 
9/9, 9/23, 10/7 @ 7:30 PM
Backpocket Dubuque

Trivial Pursuit
1st Thursday @ 8 PM
Hops & Rye

FRIDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon
2nd Friday @ 7 PM 
Dubuque Driving Range

Karaoke
Fridays @ 7 PM
B-Spoke Bar, The Driftless

Acoustic Open Mic 
w/ The Alumatics
1st Friday @ 8 PM
Smokestack

Karaoke
Fridays @ 9 PM
Southend Tap

Speedquizzing Trivia 
w/ GQ Entertainment
Fridays @ 9 PM
7 Hills Brewing Co.

SATURDAY
Picnic Basket Concerts w/ Gladdy 
Ressler, Jamie Jones, and Guests
Saturdays @ Noon
Council Hill Station 
(Council Hill, IL)

Karaoke
Saturdays @ 9 PM
Skinny Maginny’s

Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKING FOr A Free AND eASY WAY tO prOmOte 

YOur LIVe muSIC eVeNtS? JuSt SeND YOur 

eNtertAINmeNt CALeNDAr Our WAY!

emAIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM



Additional Entertainment

THE RESISTORS
SEPTEMBER 4 @ 8 PM

HERE COME THE MUMMIES
SEPTEMBER 18 @ 8 PM

MINDIE ADAMOS
SEPTEMBER 19 @ 3 PM

RYAN NIEMILLER COMEDY
OCTOBER 9 @ 7 PM

HAIRBALL
OCTOBER 16 @ 8 PM

BLACK STONE CHERRY
OCTOBER 23 @ 8 PM

TEXAS HIPPIE COALITION
NOvEMBER 5 @ 8 PM

JOSH ARNOLD
NOvEMBER 6 @ 8 PM

TAPE FACE COMEDY
NOvEMBER 20 @ 8 PM

ROB SCHNEIDER
DECEMBER 3 @ 7 & 9:30 PM

ASHLEY MCBRYDE (SOLD OUT)
DECEMBER 11 @ 8 PM

BOB SAGET
MARCH 5, 2022 @ 7 & 9:30 PM

Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi 
Moon Bar is located at 301 Bell St. in 
the Port of Dubuque. All shows are 

21+. For tickets and more information 
about the upcoming entertainment 

at the Mississippi Moon Bar, call 
Diamond Jo Casino at 563-690-4800 

or visit MoonBarRocks.com.

Arch Allies
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 8 PM
Long-standing fan favorites at the Moon Bar, featuring the classic hits of Boston, Styx, 
REO Speedwagon, Bon Jovi, and Journey, Arch Allies rocks the crowd with a collective 
set of ‘80s favorites. The band covers some of Journey’s biggest hits including “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” and “Open Arms,” Styx hits like “Come Sail Away” and “Renegade,” and 
REO Speedwagon favorites like “Take It On the Run” and “Keep On Loving You.”

Nightrain
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 @ 8 PM
This tribute show to Guns N’ Roses has been taking the U.S. by storm for years. Performances 
have ranged from the House of Blues, MTv’s famous Club La vela, and FC Dallas Stadium, 
sharing the bill with Alice In Chains, Soundgarden, and more. The accurate vocals and 
hypnotic swaying of Axl both capture the audience’s attention from the fi rst beat down 
to the last note. Slash’s classic riff s and perfect showmanship (and let’s not forget the 
top hat) will make everyone do a double take. This band’s vibrant stage presence and 
accuracy to everything about Guns N’ Roses leaves the entire crowd pleased.

Upcoming Entertainment
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Kolby Cooper w/ Corey Kent White 
Sept 2 @ High Noon Saloon (Madison, WI)

Summerfest Music Festival 
Sept 2–18 @ Henry Maier Festival Park  
(Milwaukee, WI)

Dwight Yoakam 
Sept 3 @ Adler Theatre (Davenport, IA)

Little River Band 
Sept 4 @ Rhythm City Casino (Davenport, IA)

Jamey Johnson 
Sept 4 @ Rhythm Section Amphitheater  
(Mount Carroll, IL)

Son Little 
Sept 5 @ Raccoon Motel (Davenport, IA)

Atreyu w/ Nonpoint, Tetrach, Another Day Dawns 
Sept 5 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

KISS 
Sept 5 @ American Family Insurance 
Amphitheater (Milwaukee, WI)

George Thorogood & The Destroyers 
Sept 5 @ Rhythm City Casino (Davenport, IA)

Magic City Hippies w/ Cool Company 
Sept 7 @ Majestic Theatre

Waxahatchee w/ Katy Kirby 
Sept 9 @ Codfish Hollow Barnstormers  
(Maquoketa, IA) 
Sept 10 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Rend Collective 
Sept 9 @ Adler Theatre (Davenport, IA)

3 Doors Down 
Sept 10 @ The Rust Belt (East Moline, IL)

Baby Garp 
Sept 11 @ Codfish Hollow Barnstormers  
(Maquoketa, IA)

Gogol Bordello 
Sept 11 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Comedian Iliza Shlesinger 
Sept 12 @ Orpheum Theater (Madison, WI)

Andy Shauf 
Sept 14 @ Majestic Theatre (Madison, WI)

ZZ Top 
Sept 15 @ Alliant Energy Powerhouse  
(Cedar Rapids, IA)

Comedian Tom Segura 
Sept 15 & 16 @ Overture Hall (Madison, WI)

Michael Buble 
Sept 16 @ TaxSlayer Center (Moline, IL)

Hawthorne Heights & The Bombpops 
Sept 16 @ The Rust Belt (East Moline, IL)

David Huckfelt, Pieta Brown,  
Miles Nielsen & The Rusted Hearts, Mac Leaphart 
Sept 17 @ Codfish Hollow Barnstormers  
(Maquoketa, IA)

Ekali 
Sept 17 @ Liquid (Madison, WI)

Kane Brown 
Sept 18 @ TaxSlayer Center (Moline, IL)

Snails 
Sept 18 @ Liquid (Madison, WI)

Joan Jett & The Blackhearts 
Sept 19 @ Adler Theatre (Davenport, IA)

Chevelle 
Sept 19 @ The Rust Belt (East Moline, IL)

Ben Folds 
Sept 19 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Ice Nine Kills w/ Escape The Fate,  
Currents, Fame on Fire 
Sept 21 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Heartless Bastards 
Sept 23 @ Majestic Theatre (Madison, WI)

Mt. Joy, Trampled By Turtles 
Sept 24 @ BMO Harris Pavilion (Milwaukee, WI)

NEEDTOBREATHE w/ Switchfoot, The New Respects 
Sept 25 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Justin Moore, Tracy Lawrence 
Sept 25 @ Alliant Energy Powerhouse  
(Cedar Rapids, IA)

The Dead South w/ Chance McCoy 
Sept 27 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real 
Sept 28 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Knotfest Roadshow: Slipknot, Killswitch Engage, 
Fever333, Code Orange 
Sept 29 @ American Family Insurance  
Amphitheater (Milwaukee, WI)

Madeon 
Sept 30 @ The Sylvee (Madison, WI)

Ingrid Andress w/ Georgia Webster 
Sept 30 @ Majestic Theatre (Madison, WI)

Regional Nightlife & Festivals

Blueberry Jam 
Music Festival
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 @ 4 PM
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 @ 2 PM
SANDY HOOK TAvERN (3868 SANDY 
HOOK RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)

traditionally held over memorial Day 
weekend, the two-day celebration of 
music at the Sandy Hook tavern, just 
across the river in Wisconsin, moves to 
Labor Day weekend for 2021 on Sunday, 
Sept. 5 as well as monday, Sept. 6. more 
than a two-day celebration of music, 
the blueberry Jam music Festival has a 
deeper purpose. Sandy Hook owner Ash 
Lawrence is hosting the event in honor 
of his friend Garrett Wade Stephens who 
passed away in December 2014 at just 
32 years of age. “blueberry” was what 
Stephens called his then-unborn child. 
His wife Ashley was only five weeks 
pregnant at the time of his passing. 

In honor of his friend, known within 
the extended Sandy Hook family for 
his talented artwork, especially in the 
medium of airbrush through his business 
Key City Kustom, Lawrence hosts the 
blueberry Jam as a fundraiser. proceeds 
of this year’s blueberry Jam will benefit 
the annual Garrett Wade Stephens Award.

Like Lawrence, Stephens was a 
music lover, so a music festival in his 
honor is more than appropriate. this 
personal tribute will undoubtedly be a 
great celebration and an opportunity 
for live music lovers to enjoy a stel-
lar lineup over the two-day festival. 

using the Hook’s awesome trademark 
outdoor stage, music fans from all over 
are welcome to enjoy the festivities, 
which will include a wide variety of music 
genres including bluegrass, folk, rock, 
blues, and a big ol’ double dose of the 
incredible miles Nielsen and the rusted 
Hearts. Food, beverages, and a laidback 
atmosphere will be provided by the 
Sandy Hook tavern. the Hook’s famous 

“come as you are” vibe stands true, 
creating an enjoyable experience for all.

the music kicks off at 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Sept. 5 on the outdoor stage 
and continues throughout the day and 
into the evening. the tri-State’s own 
bluegrass troubadour, Denny Garcia, 
kicks things off, and the beloved, if 
messy, blueberry pie eating contest is 
back on Sunday afternoon too. Denny 
is followed by good old rock and roll 
from rock Steady from 5 to 7 p.m. and, 
miles and the boys from rockford, IL 
bring their amazing set to life at 8 p.m.

If you have lived under a rock for the 
last decade, you may not be aware of 
the delight that comes with a live mikes 
Nielsen and the rusted Hearts show. Hard 
to categorize, the sometimes country-
flavored rock definitely has flavors of tom 
petty or the traveling Wilburys mixed 
with some great stories and a heaping 
ton of stage presence, with an occasional 
nod to miles’ dad’s band, Cheap trick. 
And why not, they rule. the band is so 
tight together, and each player is such 
a refined player in his own right that a 
miles show is just a pure joy to take in.

monday’s program brings the rusted 
Hearts back to the stage at 2 p.m., assum-
ing they can get them out of bed in time, 
for an encore performance, and then, as 
destiny promises, the always entertaining 
brews brothers band resurrects the clas-
sic horn-driven sound of those bad boys 
from Chicago to the Hazel Green hills. 

For those with appetites other than pie, 
AJ’s meat Shack will be operating as a food 
vendor during the two-day music festival 
with burgers and other delicious sandwich 
options available. For the uninitiated, AJ’s 
meat Shack is fantastic. Come hungry 
because there is guaranteed to be some-
thing special and tasty coming through 
that food truck window over the weekend.

each day has a separate $10 
cover charge. Great music, great 
cause, great reason to make the 
most of a three-day weekend. n
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Brantley 
Gilbert
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
SEAN STEMALY
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
10 @ 7 PM
Q CASINO’S BACK WATERS STAGE
Closing out the back Waters Stage entertainment for 
2021, brantley Gilbert heads to Q Casino on Friday, 
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. Special guest Sean Stemaly opens.

With back-to-back platinum albums and a grassroots 
following millions strong, Georgia’s brantley Gilbert 
combines electric guitar-shredding, rapping, and twang 
into a beloved package for his following, bG Nation.

Seven No. 1 hits punctuate his career: “Country must 
be Country Wide,” “You Don’t Know Her Like I Do,” 
CmA Awards Song of the Year nominee “Dirt road 
Anthem,” “my Kinda party,” rIAA 5x platinum-certified 
“bottoms up,” “One Hell of an Amen,” and collabora-
tion with Lindsay ell, “What Happens In A Small town.”

Gilbert’s landmark record Just As I Am clinched 
the 2014 American music Award for Favorite Coun-
try Album. earning praise from the New York Times, 
Npr, American Songwriter, and more, Gilbert has 
mined a rich vein of conflict between the party and 
the pew on all of his albums. Fire & Brimstone is 
Gilbert’s latest release and most mature and com-
plex exploration of his world to date. His current 
single, “Hard Days,” is available everywhere now.

tickets start at $54.50. n

Q Casino’s Back Waters Stage, presented 
by MidwestOne Bank returns with a slate 
of star-studded entertainment for all ages. 
Located at 1855 Greyhound Park Rd. on 
Chaplain Schmitt Island in Dubuque, the 
Turpin Tailgate has some seating available 
on a first-come, first-served basis though 
the front is standing room only. GA is 
standing room, but you can bring your 
own chair. All of the shows are rain or 
shine. Tickets can be purchased online 
only at BackWatersStage.com or follow 
Q Casino at facebook.com/QCasinoHotel 
for the most up-to-date information.

Collective Soul
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS BETTER THAN EZRA AND TONIC
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 @ 7 PM
Q CASINO’S BACK WATERS STAGE
Collective Soul brings a night full of memorial hits to 
Q Casino’s back Waters Stage on thursday, Sept. 2 at 
7 p.m. Special guests better than ezra and tonic join.

Coming hot off a triumphant, yearlong celebra-
tion of their 25th anniversary in 2019 and their latest 
release, Blood, the very last thing Collective Soul 
planed on doing in 2020 is rest on their laurels. If 
anything, these five fiery Georgia-bred rockers are 
only just getting started with the next phase of a 
thriving career that has seen them move millions 
of records and wow multitudes of fans all across 
the globe. enjoy hits like “Shine,” “December,” “the 
World I Know,” “Gel,” “AYtA,” and “Heavy.”

A fixture on radio and mtV, better than ezra 
is known for hits “Good,” “Desperately Want-
ing,” and “King Of New Orleans.” Grammy-
nominated tonic brings hits like “If You Could 
Only See” and “You Wanted more.”

tickets start at $49.50. n
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FrI 9/3

Sticky Ginger
7:30 PM @ THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE 

(135 W 8TH ST)

TICKETS: $10 LIvE AUDIENCE & LIvESTREAM

playing fi ve decades of rock and pop—
there is sure to be at least one song that 
gets you on your feet. If you like to twist 
and Shout, put on your party dress and 
walk this way to the Grand for a night 
that is sure to Smell like teen Spirit.

Them Coulee Boys
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

COvER: FREE

them Coulee boys craft a brand of 
Americana that blends folk, punk, 
bluegrass, and rock & roll. they sing 
their conversational songs in four-
part harmony, often with a banjo 
stomp and rhythm section punch 
that drives the audience onto the 
dance fl oor and into community.

SAt 9/4

Wicked Liz & The Bellyswirls
8 PM @ THE YARDARM (1201 SHIRAS AvE EXT)

COvER: FREE

twenty years later, they are as awesome 
as ever and are sure to draw die-hard 
fans off  the couch to remember when 
they were young and could still party. 

the same great lineup as ever, with 
Liz treiber joined by Greg Hipskind on 
drums, bob Kelly on bass and vocals, 
and Leo Kelly on guitar and vocals 
never disappoints. Covers, originals, 
they can do it all and surely will!

FrI 9/10

KrashKarma, Ratchet Jaw
9:30 PM @ 7 HILLS BREWING COMPANY 

(1085 WASHINGTON ST)

COvER: FREE

KrashKarma is an alternative metal duo 
from Los Angeles. their monstrous 
sound comes from the unique blend 
of female vocals bleeding from the 
drummer while she thrashes high-
intensity beats in your face. this mixed 
with screaming vocals over metal riff s 
and bass grooves coming out of the 
same instrument—a prototype guitar 
known as “mrs. Frankenstein.” Fresh off  
the release of their fi rst studio album, 
Clouded By Deception, ratchetJaw will 
be rocking the stage with classic, hard 
rock, dance, and throwback tunes.

SAt 9/11

Dan Whitaker and the 
Shinebenders
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

COvER: FREE

Singer-songwriter Dan Whitaker’s music 
defi es easy assumptions, moving from 
dark ballads to intricate country jazz 
instrumentals to character-driven sto-
ries set on the road and in honky tonks.

The Texas Tenors
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 8 PM
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
Chart-topping vocal group the texas 
tenors return to Dubuque for a con-
cert at the Five Flags Arena on Friday, 
Sept. 10 at 8 p.m. the texas tenors 
have played to sold-out crowds during 
previous appearances in Dubuque.

the trio formed in 2009 and quickly 
made a name for themselves, advancing 
to the Final Four of that year’s season of 
NbC’s America’s Got Talent. they have 
since gone on to be the most successful 
music group among the acts that have 
appeared on the program. their two most 
recent albums, A Collection of Broadway 
and American Classics and Rise, both went 
to No. 1 spot on billboard’s uS Classical 
and uS Classical Crossover charts. they 
were the only American group invited 
to return to America’s Got Talent for its 
“the Champions” competition in 2019.

the texas tenors have also appeared 
in a pair of pbS concert specials. the 
fi rst, 2013’s You Should Dream, won 
a trio of emmy Awards and was later 
released as a DVD and blu-ray. In total, 
the group has release eight albums 
and four recorded concert specials. 

Comprised of JC Fisher, marcus Col-
lins, and John Hagen, the tenors are all 
classically-trained vocalists who have 
now performed more than 1,400 concerts 
around the world. they’ve headlined 
shows in Las Vegas, China, and more than 
two dozen cities around the united King-
dom. the group has also performed at 
such events as the White House National 
Christmas tree Lighting ceremony, 
National basketball Association games, 
and the professional bull riding fi nals.

tickets start at $29 and are avail-
able at Ticketmaster.com or at the 
Five Flags Center box Offi  ce. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

Blackberry 
Smoke
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 @ 8 PM
FIvE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
blackberry Smoke heads to the Five Flags 
Center for the fi rst time in more than 
a decade with their “You Hear Geor-
gia” tour on Sunday, Sept. 5 at 8 p.m.

blackberry Smoke is a genre-defying 
group known for carrying on the tradi-
tion of southern country rock. Since 
emerging from Atlanta in the early 
‘00s, the quintet—vocalist/lead guitar-
ist Charlie Starr, guitarist/vocalist paul 
Jackson, bassist/vocalist richard turner, 
drummer brit turner, and keyboard-
ist brandon Still—has become known 
for a singular sound indebted to clas-
sic rock, blues, country, and folk.

this fl uidity has paid off  handsomely, 
in the form of two billboard chart-topping 
country albums, 2015’s Holding All the 
Roses and 2016’s Like an Arrow. For 
good measure, the latter also topped 
billboard’s Americana/Folk album 
chart. 2018’s Find a Light continued the 

group’s chart success, debuting as the 
best-selling country and Americana/
folk album in the country and entering 
at No. 3 on the billboard top Country 
Albums chart and No. 2 on the bill-
board Americana/Folk Albums chart.

the group’s latest release and the 
namesake of the upcoming tour, You 
Hear Georgia, was released in late 
may and has already reached the 
top ten of billboard’s Country, rock, 
and Independent albums charts.

tickets are $34.50 in advance 
or $39.50 at the door and are avail-
able at Ticketmaster.com or at the 
Five Flags Center box Offi  ce. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

LIvE MUSIC & 
ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES
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James Murray
FROM IMPRACTICAL JOKERS
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 11 @ 7:30 PM
FIvE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)
James murray, one of the stars of the 
long-running tV prank show Impractical 
Jokers, brings a unique blend of stand-
up comedy, stories from the show, and 
other special guests to the historic Five 
Flags theater on Saturday, Sept. 11.

James S. murray is a writer, execu-
tive producer, and actor best known 
as “murr” on Impractical Jokers, along 
with the other members of his com-
edy troupe, the tenderloins. the 
quartet have been friends since high 
school and began to achieve fame by 
posting comedy sketches to social 
media sites in the early 2000s.

Impractical Jokers premiered in late 
2011 and garnered more than 32 mil-
lion viewers over its first season. It has 
run for nine seasons, becoming the 
most popular show in trutV’s history.

beginning in 2019, murray and the 
other members of the tenderloins began 
starring in another comedy reality show, 
tbS’ The Misery Index. that program 
has run for 40 episodes over its three 
seasons on the air so far. He has also 
made guest appearances on shows 

ranging from Drunk History to The Last 
Sharknado to the reboot of MacGyver.

murray’s work behind the camera 
has included serving as the Senior Vice 
president of Development for NorthSouth 
productions for a decade, and being the 
owner of Impractical productions, LLC. 
He has also authored or co-authored 
a trio of internationally bestselling 
sci-fi/horror novels: 2018’s Awakened, 
2019’s The Brink, and 2020’s Don’t 
Move. A fourth novel, The Stowaway, is 
expected to be released later this year.

tickets start at $35 and are avail-
able at Ticketmaster.com or at the 
Five Flags Center box Office. For 
more information, call 563-589-4254 
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

Johnny Rogers
THE HISTORY OF ROCK & ROLL 
BUDDY AND BEYOND
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 11 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER  
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
From branson to Las Vegas, rock ‘n’ 
roll showman Johnny rogers is in 
the business of bringing yesteryear’s 
music and history of rock ‘n’ roll to 
life. experience it for yourself at the 
Ohnward Fine Arts Center in maquo-
keta, IA on Saturday, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m.

this show is a crowd-favorite and 
appeals to just about everyone. Johnny 
is an outstanding musician and can 
pull off guitar licks that would make 
Jimi Hendrix proud! the night starts 

with Johnny’s uncanny portrayal of 
the late buddy Holly and go on with a 
tribute to roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
ricky Nelson, Chuck berry, and many 
more. And you won’t want to miss his 
portrayal of the late elvis presley.

Johnny has played for the last four uS 
presidents and was voted best of show 
two years in a row in branson, mO. In 
September 2016, he was inducted into the 
Iowa rock-N-roll Hall of Fame. He was 
voted the most versatile artist in Nashville 
at the Josie radio Show award program.

tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at the 
door for adults and $13 in advance for $15 
at the door for students. tickets can be 
purchased at the Ohnward Fine Arts Cen-
ter box office, by calling 563-652-9815, 
or at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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in the past, it looks like closer to 150 
could fit in here today. the footprint of 
the building increased considerably. the 
teppanyaki (hibachi) room, which used 
to feature four tables, is now doubled to 
eight tables of 8 to 10 diners each. And 
the sushi side of the restaurant is equally 
expanded with many massive comfy 
booths that can seat six people easily as 
well as a number of two and four tops. 

the bar has moved, with eight 
seats and a gigantic selection of spirits 
available. the sushi bar is in a differ-
ent spot as well and probably at least 
one-third longer in addition to being 
well-featured against the back wall of 
the new open dining area. With that 
signature roll menu, they’re going to 
need all the workspace they can get!

A private room with seating for 10 
is tucked away behind the host stand 
with a sliding door and a west-facing 
window. unlike its noiser teppanyaki 
counterpart, this group dining room 
is quieter and secluded, perfect for a 
small party or company meeting.

the entryway is a big, comfortable 
transition from the outdoors to the bus-
tling interior with new signage and decor. 
the finishes feature a modern, naturally 
Asian-influenced design aesthetic with 
ceramic tiles and mirrored surfaces as well 
as wood and leather with some attrac-
tive blue-infused lighting enhancements.

the ceilings have a lovely sus-
pended wooden slat and metal 
trellis effect that accentuates the 
hanging lanterns below them.

teppANYAKI rOOm

We’re not afraid to say we’re a little 
biased about Ichiban Japanese Steak-
house & Sushi bar in Dubuque. before 
they closed for remodeling in march 
of this year, the 365ink crew found 
ourselves bellied up to the sushi bar 
at least once a week. We’ve been 
impatiently awaiting one of our favor-
ite places to finally reopen, and that 
glorious day has now arrived.

Ichiban originally opened on march 17, 
2013, with owners Sam Chen; his sister, 
Cici; and his wife, Cindy. After looking at 
other options for moving to expand their 
footprint, they ultimately decided to make 
that investment right where they are now, 
and it looks to have been a great decision.

After COVID-19 closed indoor din-
ing across Dubuque, Ichiban was one 

prIVAte DINING rOOm

Ichiban 
Japanese 
Steakhouse &  
Sushi Bar 
Reopens
By Bryce Parks

of the most careful eateries in Dubuque 
for stressing safety protocols and safe 
interaction when continuing to serve 
their dedicated customer base. even 
when other venues re-opened, they 
remained a to-go-only establishment 
right up until all of the long-awaited 
plans for their massive remodel were 
set and the demo could begin.

If you’ve been to Ichiban before, 
prepare to recognize NOtHING when 
you come back. this was a top to bottom 
renovation, completely re-envisioning the 
layout and operation of the restaurant. 
Only the bathrooms are still in the same 
place, but even they are all new inside.

the biggest change is clearly the 
occupancy of the restaurant. Where as 
many as 50 to 60 people could dine here 

CoLUMnIsts
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We know things have gotten more 
streamlined in the kitchen as well. 
One thing is obvious: a big new walk-
in cooler has been added to the back 
of the building, likely making life a lot 
smoother for everyone in the kitchen. 

You will also be thrilled to see that, while 
losing some parking on the right side of the 
building where the restaurant expanded, 
they have added a ton of parking in the 
back thanks to some significant grading of 
the site to turn two levels of parking into 
one gently sloping lot. So even when it’s 
busy, you’ll likely be able to find a spot.

We haven’t even talked about the food 
yet, but honestly, that has not changed a 
great deal. We won’t spend a lot of time 
re-explaining what sashimi and bento 
boxes are. If you’re not hip to that lingo 
yet, then come in and get caught up. but 
you will find all of those expected favorites 
back on the menu. It is still excellent, and 
a great, diverse array of options are back 
in our community palate. more than 30 
simpler, smaller rolls are joined by almost 
50 larger, signature rolls. Oh, and there are 
more than 20 varieties of sushi or sashimi 
available, the simplest way to get right 
to the fish. the signature rolls have a few 
new additions, and we are working our 
way through that delicious list as fast as 
we can. I still feel very stupid asking for a 
Sex on the beach roll, but damn it’s tasty. 
And the toasted leeks on that Lobster 
Lover roll keep us coming back for more.

So many people make a special event 
even better by bringing the party to the 
teppanyaki table at Ichiban. With expanded 
seating, more people can join for dinner and 
a show with protein options still including 

steak, chicken, shrimp, scallop, salmon, 
walleye, swordfish, tuna, filet mignon, and 
lobster tails. A vegetable-only option is also 
available for non-meat eaters. the flavor of 
teppanyaki is unlike any other because lots 
of butter, garlic, soybean oil, and teriyaki 
sauce are mixed in. the vegetables are a 
meal by themselves and include broccoli, 
mushrooms, onions, and zucchini. If you 
like garlic, request your chef to chop some 
up for you when you order. You can also 
get this kind of dinner served at your table 
on the sushi side, they’ll just make it in the 
back for you. It’s just as good; you just don’t 
get to see the onion volcano do its thing.

Other dinners from the kitchen include 
teriyaki and tempura versions of most 
meat and vegetable options, chicken 
and pork katsu, sukiyaki steak, fried rice, 
three kinds of noodles, and nabe yaki 
udon—a hearty soup with thick udon 
noodles, chicken, fish cake, egg, vegetable, 
and two pieces of shrimp tempura.

Some of the additions we did spot 
on the menu include the Asian Crispy 
Chicken served with fried rice. We just 
tried it for lunch. I would say this is a great 
option for when you take Dad to dinner 
and he is scared of the whole menu. It’s 
about as close to his safe General tso’s 
Chicken as you’ll find. tasty, but safe.

And as for the signature rolls we 
mentioned earlier, there are at least three 
additions: a vegetarian Futo maki roll, 
an intriguing banana roll, and a deep-
fried Husker roll. the banana and Husker 
rolls contain raw fish while the Futo maki 
roll is stuffed with vegetables and fruit. 
Although it’s topped with eel sauce, the 
sauce doesn’t actually contain eel.

the sushi and sashimi options remain 
mostly unchanged with the exception of a 
new addition: Kobe beef. A delicacy, this 
high-grade, marbled beef is served raw 
on top of rice (sushi) or alone (sashimi). 
A Chicken teriyaki roll and Crunchy 
California roll are new, fully-cooked 
options available as rolls or hand rolls.

For the herbivores, you can now 
order a mango avocado roll or hand 
roll in addition to previous offerings 
such as the crunchy peanut avocado 
roll and green-centric A.A.C. roll (avo-
cado, asparagus, and cucumber).

the appetizers now list king crab 
rangoons full time, and salmon carpaccio 
joins the sushi bar list. It’s a light option 
with seared salmon, salmon eggs, fried 
garlic, and green onions with a house 
special sauce. the Hawaiian, served 
with lettuce wraps, also features seared 
salmon in addition to spicy tuna, crab, 
mango, and avocado with chef’s sauce.

A more recent addition that you may 
have missed is the Jalapeño pocket, 
Ichiban’s version of a jalapeño popper: 
fried and stuffed with spicy crab, spicy 
salmon, and cream cheese, with eel 
sauce and spicy mayo on top. We also 
noticed that an old favorite, the squid 
salad has changed a bit, and we like it.

the two- or three-roll lunch spe-
cial and bento boxes remain great 
solutions for a tasty lunch.

perhaps the biggest challenge ahead 
for Sam, Cici, and Cindy is scaling up the 
operation to accommodate two or three 
times as many guests. And in this job cli-
mate, they are surely facing the same chal-
lenges as everyone else in the food service 

Ichiban Japanese 
Steakhouse & Sushi Bar
3187 UNIvERSITY AvE, DUBUQUE, IA
563-845-0698
ICHIBANDBQ.COM
Hours: mon–thu: 11 Am–2:30 pm and 
4–9:30 pm; Fri–Sat: 11 Am–9:30 pm; 
Sun: 11:30 Am–9 pm

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO YOu HAVe A FAVOrIte reStAurANt 

YOu WOuLD LIKe tO See uS VISIt? 

pLeASe SeND uS YOur reQueStS, 

SuGGeStIONS AND COmmeNtS!

emAIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM

ASIAN CrISpY CHICKeNSALmON CArpACCIO

industry. So we will be patient as they put 
both the new ordering system as well as an 
early huge demand from an anticipation-
heavy audience to the test. All the pieces 
are in place for a vibrant future. We hope 
you get the chance soon to find out for 
yourself why Ichiban is the favorite restau-
rant in town for so many Dubuquers. n

HuSKer AND FutO mAKI SIGNAture rOLLS
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Practice 
What You 
Teach
By Matt Booth

everyone loves to dish out advice from 
time to time. We tell our spouses, friends, 
and even strangers what they must do, or 
should do, or how to do it. being a profes-
sional speaker, I certainly dish out my fair 
share. I’ve learned that if I’m dishing it out, 
I better practice what I teach. It would be 
pretty dim-witted of me to give a speech 
about the importance of having a positive 
attitude and then flip someone off on the 
drive home. If you want credibility and 
you want people to listen to your advice, 
you better practice what you teach. 

to “teach” is to tell others the right way 
to do something; to “practice” is to do 
it yourself. You practice what you teach 
when you do something the same way you 
tell others to do it. For example, you can’t 
warn your kids about the dangers of smok-
ing and then have a cigarette. Don’t make 
a bunch of noise about climate change and 
walk past the beer can or old mask on the 
ground without picking it up. If you are 
posting about equal rights on social media, 
follow it up with a post about what you 
are doing locally to fight for equal rights. 

Do your best to match your actions 
(what you do) with your words (what you 
say). You won’t possibly be able to do 
it all the time but strive to do what you 
advise others to do. practicing what you 
teach is repeatedly ignored. Have you 
ever noticed that when others continue 
to tell you that you should or must do 
something, they often don’t follow their 
advice? You may even hear them say 
something like do as I say, not as I do.

people will only listen to your advice 
after they watch you demonstrate it. If 
you continue to offer advice to someone 
without practicing what you teach, that 
advice may feel more like an insult than a 
genuine attempt to help. If you’re going 
to dish out advice to others (from the 
stage or not), you better make sure that 
you are practicing what you teach. n

“To create change, think globally 
and act locally.” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
tO FIND Out HOW mAtt CAN HeLp YOur GrOup ImprOVe tHeIr AttItuDeS IN 

A NeGAtIVe WOrLD, CALL 563-590-9693 Or emAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“I JUST WANT TO SAY THANK YOU FOR COMING TO SAN DIEGO AND TALKING TO 

OUR GROUP. YOUR UPBEAT PERSONALITY KEPT EVERYONE ENGAGED AND FOCUSED DURING 

YOUR PRESENTATIONS. I ALSO REALLY LIKE THE INTERACTIVE EXERCISES THAT YOU HAVE US 

COMPLETE DURING THE PRESENTATION. IT GETS EVERYONE THINKING AND TALKING. EACH TIME 

I’VE SAT THROUGH YOUR PRESENTATION I APPLY YOUR MESSAGE TO EVERYDAY LIFE. YOUR SYSTEM/

MESSAGE IS PRACTICAL AND EASY TO FOLLOW. WE LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING YOU COME BACK 

IN THE FUTURE.” —ELIZABETH DUDLEY, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, DYNALECTRIC SAN DIEGO
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Wind Down 
Summer with 
Watermelon
By Hy-vee Nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury) 
and Amy Cordingley (Locust and Dodge)

Are you looking for new ideas for your Labor Day 
celebration? Summer may be winding down, but 
that doesn’t mean you can’t still heat up the grill. 
When planning your Labor Day picnic menu, make 
sure to include watermelon. packed with flavor and 
nutrients, watermelon is also great on the grill.

As the name implies, watermelon is 92 percent 
water. this makes it a great choice for summer because 
it will help you stay hydrated. Watermelon is also low 
in calories, fat, sodium, and cholesterol. In addition 

to helping boost your daily fluid intake, watermelon 
is rich in nutrients, including vitamins A and C.

When selecting a whole watermelon, look for one 
that is firm and free from bruises, cuts, or dents. When 
you lift it up, it should seem heavy for its size. remem-
ber that most of the watermelon’s weight is water. 
When storing watermelon, the first rule is to store it 
at the same temperature at the time of purchase. A 
whole watermelon purchased at room temperature 
can be stored that way for 7 to 10 days. Once cut, 
wrap watermelon well and store in the refrigerator.

Watermelon is great on its own, but it also lends 
itself well to a variety of recipes. And while you have the 
grill fired up for your Labor Day picnic, try the recipe 
below featuring grilled watermelon. It’s a spicy and 
refreshing treat that just seems to scream “summer.”

For more simple summer recipes and help with meal 
planning, connect with your local Hy-Vee dietitian on our 
new virtual nutrition services platform. Go to hy-vee.com 
> Health & pharmacy tab > Dietitians and schedule a com-
plimentary Discovery Session to learn more about how we 
can help make your life easier, healthier, and happier! n

COLUMNISTS

Combat 
Literature: 
The Civil War 
to Viet Nam
By Bob Gelms

WAr!!! (thump thump) WHAt IS It GOOD FOr!!!!! 
AbSOLuteLY NutHIN!!!!! SAY It AGAIN!!!!! (HOOAH}

I feel much better. Combat Literature has been around 
for a very long time. You can probably stop at Homer’s Iliad 
and get all you need. I thought we would visit some of the 
great wars involving the uSA and people not like us. All of 
those wars, as we shall see, produced some grand literature.

THE CIvIL WAR
the big Kahuna here is a book we all read in high school. 
The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane. Several 
years ago the copyright holder was looking through 
Crane’s files and came upon a manuscript of TRBOC. It 
had been expanded and fleshed out. After a little editing, 
preStO, a second, and much improved, edition. It was a 
primer on how to write a combat novel. It’s still in print. 
It sizzles like dropping bacon on a hot cast iron skillet.

You can’t talk about Civil War literature without 
mentioning Gone with the Wind. It’s a romance novel 
impersonating a war epic. I’m with mr. butler on this 
one. “Frankly, Scarlett I don’t give a damn either.”

WORLD WAR ONE
the most remarkable combat book about WWI told the 
story from the German point of view, proving that people 
are the same wherever you go. All Quiet on the Western 
Front by erich maria remarque was a hit in the uSA and 
was adapted for a film and a television program. It sold 
2.5 million copies. It did for German soldiers what TRBOC 
did for American soldiers. Near the end of the book, a 
big event happened to one of the main characters. When 
writing up the events of the day, the company clerk 
didn’t even mention it in the report. He did, however, 
describe the events of the day by summarizing at the 
bottom of the page, “All quiet on the western front.”

WORLD WAR TWO
this war has more superlative combat literature than 
all the other wars combined: The Caine Mutiny, Hiro-
shima, Eye of the Needle, The English Patient, From 
Here to Eternity, The Eagle Has Landed, The Naked 
and the Dead… just to name a few along with our 
focus on Catch-22 and Slaughterhouse-Five.

Slaughterhouse-Five is combat literature like no 
one had ever seen before; satire at its finest. billy pil-
grim has come unstuck in time, and he no longer lives 
his life in a linear fashion. For a day or two he might 
find himself on the planet tralfamadore exhibited as 
a zoo animal then switches to a bunker repurposed 
from a slaughterhouse during the Allied firebombing 
of Dresden, Germany. reading this book is an awe-
some and overwhelming experience. It’s a tie with 
Catch-22 for the best combat book of all time.

Catch-22 is also a raging satire, and you better put on 
your helmet because no one is safe from Joseph Heller’s 
rage. there are about five or six stories happening 
simultaneously. It is a testament to mr. Heller’s prodigious 
talent that he can take you through the book without you 

getting confused or losing 
your place. Captain John 
Yossarian is constantly 
trying to figure things 
out, but there’s always 
a catch. It’s a catch-22. 
How about a definition? A 
catch-22 is a problem for 
which the only solution is 
denied by a circumstance 
inherent in the problem. 
Here is an example all 
can relate to: You can-
not get a bank loan unless you can absolutely 
prove to the bank you don’t need one.

If you only read two books from all the books men-
tioned here, make them Catch-22 and Slaughterhouse-Five.

vIET NAM
Matterhorn by Karl marlantes is a compelling, intense, 
searing, and totally unforgettable reading experience. 
this is the book where you might not have come across. 
If you have to, crawl to your favorite bookstore and buy, 
beg, borrow, or steal. Oh well, maybe not steal unless 
it’s from a family member, a copy of Matterhorn. It is 
a book you will never forget. A group of, essentially, 
teenagers are dropped into the middle of a Viet Nam 
rainforest. they emerge as damaged men. Without 
question, this is the best, so far, from the skirmish in 
Southeast Asia. there is no doubt in my mind that this 
book, for some of our guys, could trigger some very 
bad memories. this is an excellent, excellent novel. If 
you have a child who wants to join the service, make 
them read Matterhorn and then whisper “Afghanistan.”

In the next four or five years, I expect some combat 
literature from Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, or turkey. n

This information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Scan this Qr code  
to find your  
Hy-Vee dietitian
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My Life 
Under/
Over 
Water
By Pam Kress-Dunn

For someone who never really learned 
to swim, I’ve spent a lot of time in water. 
maybe it has to do with growing up in a 
river town. While I never jumped into the 
mississippi, it lined the southern edge of 
my hometown, making me both geo-
graphically disabled (it flows east and 
west in Davenport) and eternally fond of 
catfish, bridges, and a levee that regularly 
floods. the memory of ducks swimming 
down West 2nd Street still makes me smile. 

every summer of my youth, my family 
decamped for Lake Ada, a pristine body 
of water in northern minnesota scattered 
with just a half-dozen or so cabins, most 
of them occupied for those two weeks 
by my father’s relatives. We sunned and 

swam, lolling on colorful air mattresses. 
my cousin Sue impressed us all with her 
waterskiing skills, which I tried to emulate 
one summer. the boat couldn’t quite get 
me up—yes, let’s blame the boat—and as 
I fell, I couldn’t quite make out the cries 
from shore to “Let go of the rope! Let go 
of the rope!” this earned me a mouth-
ful of water and eternal embarrassment. 
but I learned to do a side stroke that got 
me from the shore to the drop-off, where 
the water would have covered my head 
had I not turned expertly to go back.

Oh, they tried to teach me—lessons 
at the outdoor pool, lessons at Camp 
Conestoga, lessons at West High School. I 
kicked my feet; I blew my bubbles. It was 
not until college that someone pointed 
out I was taking a breath on the upstroke, 
putting my head back into the water, and 
not letting that breath out until the next 
upstroke. blow it out while my face was 
underwater? What a concept! but I never 
learned, not really, and saved myself from 
drowning in a public pool only by over-
coming my shame enough to pull myself 
to safety on a stranger’s bikini strap.

Lake Ada was where I took my first 
plane ride, on a pontoon plane that 
landed near our beach. my sister and I 
sailed away, delighted, and I can only 
wonder what my parents were thinking, 

PAM KRESS-DUNN
pAm beLIeVeS tHAt IF SHe 

DOeSN’t WrIte AbOut It, 

It DIDN’t HAppeN. YOu CAN 

reAD ALL 300+ OF Her 

pASt COLumNS, pLuS OtHer rANDOm pOStS, 

ON Her bLOG At SIEGEOFWORDS.COM. 

paying some random pilot to give their 
girls a ride. but we landed on the water, 
safe and sound and utterly astonished. 

I took my own daughter to a mommy 
and baby swim class where I never got 
my hair wet and she had fun, though at 
nine months was a bit too young to master 
the crawl when she could hardly do that 
on land. Still, both she and her brother 
learned to swim, really swim, and to this 
day it amazes me to see Allison dive into 
the deep end. When she and I clamber into 
the grandtwins’ enormous outdoor pool at 
their home in Council bluffs, IA, I only feel 
safe because she’s there with us. Save the 
girls first! but don’t forget your mother! 

these days the water is still impor-
tant to me, though I mostly admire 
it from afar. Walking along beaches, 
gazing at it from a bridge, tracking it up 
a mountain road, that’s fine by me. 

Near the end of every summer, my 
church holds its annual Water Ceremony. 
everyone who has traveled to water, or 
gloried in it right at home, brings a vial 
or jarful, whether an actual specimen or 
symbolic tap water. It comes from the 
great lake somebody kayaked, the river 
somebody fly-fished, the beach where 
somebody pitched a reading chaise, 
the rain somebody collected in a bar-
rel to quench her houseplants. We pour 
our water into a crystal bowl, telling 
our stories and recounting our summer 
jaunts, even if it’s just to the floodwall. 

this year, realizing bob and I always 
recount the same three trips to the same 
three bodies of water, I wrote a poem 
instead of a short essay, with a section 
for each. “to this ceremony,” I wrote, “I 
always bring / the same water, gathered 
from / the same great lake, mountain 
creek, / long river. We go where we 

go / every year that we can/ and we 
do / what we do much the same.” 

Going someplace new, far from the 
midwest, maybe far from this country, 
can be exhilarating. I’ve crossed oceans, 
walked along Venetian canals, marveled 
at Alpine waterfalls. but the waters we 
visit so often have their own joy, belying 
the idea that familiarity breeds contempt. 

We go to bayfield, WI, a beauti-
ful town on Lake Superior, the home of 
sea caves, small restaurants, and birds 
nonchalantly bathing in the shallows. 

We go to Colorado, my home for almost 
10 years, where my babies were born and I 
fell in love with snowcapped mountain peaks 
and tumbling mountain streams, even as I 
fell out of love with my violent first husband. 
I miss the view of the staggered Front range 
and am grateful to return there for a week 
every summer, borrowing someone’s house 
8,000 feet high along the icy St.Vrain Creek.

And as often as we can, we go to my 
son’s home on the edge of the missouri 
river—first in Omaha, now Council bluffs, 
where our twin granddaughters have 
graduated from baths in the sink to canoe-
ing along Lake manawa. As my poem 
notes, “St. Vrain Creek joins the South 
platte river / which joins the missouri river 
/ which joins the mississippi / on its way 
to the Gulf of mexico.” I have witnessed all 
those waters, and I am the richer for it. n

pAm IN GrANDmA'S SINK
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Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

Boogie Monster, Dubuque’s own funk band, gets colorful on a hot night at Frentress Lake Marina in East Dubuque.
Photo by Dave Giegerich 

The “I Am A Man” discussion series 

created a safe space to connect abou
t 

racial equality and race relations at
 

the Dubuque Museum of Art.
Photo by Bob Felderman

Dancing fools Leroy and Susie 
perform “the Big One” for Frank 

Martin Busch and the Names at New 
Diggings General Store & Inn.

‘90s Hip-Hop superstar Nelly shows 
he can still command an audience 

at Q Casino’s Back Waters Stage 
presented by MidWestOne Bank.

Photo by Bob Felderman

Red Dirt country star Koe Wetzel fi lled Five Flags Civic Center on a Saturday night.
Photo by Steven Schleuning.

Brothers Osbourne toasts a huge crowd of country music fans at Q Casino’s Back Waters Stage presented by MidWestOne Bank.Photo by Bob Felderman.

Dubuque rivals go head to head a
s 

the Hempstead Mustangs battled 

the Senior High Rams at Dalzell 

Field. Thanks to Wes Schilling 

Photography for the great photo o
f 

the action.

Yep, it’s a real live mullet 
contest at Cascade 

Hometown Days. No word on 
who the winner was.
Photo by the Swing Crew.

The Tri-Phoenix Group 
and Collective Small 
Business Alliance of 

Dubuque presented the 1st 
Black Business Expo at 

Smokestack in downtown 
Dubuque.

Submit your photo by using 

Big crowds continue to be part of the popular Music in the Gardens series at the Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens.

Hometown Days. No word on 
A couple hundred of Mik

e Ironside’s 

friends, like Kristina here
, are sporting 

his smiling face now. See if you
 spot 

Mike around town in the
 future!
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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tHu 9/2

Anniversary and 
Back to School 
Celebration
5–7 PM @ CHALLENGE 

TO CHANGE

Celebrate all that Chal-
lenge to Change, Inc. has 
accomplished over the last 
five years while bringing 
the community together. 
Come early (4–5 p.m.) for a 
free yoga class followed by 
live music, games, snacks, 
henna, and more. All are 
welcome. 3337 Hillcrest 
Rd Unit B. 563-451-7034. 
facebook.com/ 
ChallengetoChangeyoga.

SAt 9/4

Scribble
11 AM AND 2 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

Sept. 4, 6, and 11 at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. and Sept. 12 at 

2 p.m. Zelena, Tyrone, Maia 
and Jack suddenly discover 
that they have become 
characters in stories they 
are writing. But the princess, 
astronaut, mermaid, and race 
car driver find that their plots 
and villains have gotten jum-
bled up. Fortunately, Scribble 
the mouse has some magical 
pencils to help them create 
new endings. This story is 
told with rod, hand, and 
shadow puppets. Presented 
by the Fever River Puppe-
teers. Masks required. 2130 
Main St, Hazel Green, WI. $5. 
hazelgreenoperahouse. 
blogspot.com.

FrI 9/10

Know Your 
Community Storytime
10:30 AM @ SMOKESTACK

Enjoy a free storytime with 
library staff and discover 
new places in your city! Adult 
participation required. Ages 
6 and younger. Free. 62 E. 
Iowa St. carnegiestout.org.

SAt 9/11

Dubuque Chorale 
Children’s Choir 
Placement Interviews
9:15 AM–NOON @ HOLY 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sept. 11, 18, and 25. See 
page 16 for details. 1755 
Delhi St. 563-580-6229. 
DubuqueChorale.org.

Star Gazing
7:30 PM @ GALENA 

TERRITORY OWNERS’ 

CLUB (GALENA, IL)

Check out the stars and night 
objects with a telescope, and 
feel free to bring your own. 
All ages. 2000 Territory Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2000. 
theGalenaterritory.com.

SAt 9/12

Rally Sunday
1–4 PM @ ST. JOHN’S 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(BELLEvUE, IA)

The carnival-themed rally kicks 
off the new school year at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church. Free 
family fun includes bounce 

houses, obstacle course, 
games, prizes, sack races, and 
ice cream. Free. 32101 370th St., 
Bellevue, IA. 202-441-4452. 
facebook.com/ 
stPaulsstJohns.

SAt 9/18

Family Fun Art 
Days: Make a Kite
1–5 PM @ GALENA ARC 

ART STUDIO (GALENA, IL)

Events for the entire family 
to spend time together 
creating art sponsored by 
The Chicago Athenaeum. 
Free. 11084 US HWY 20 W, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2248. 
GalenaARC.org.

ONGOING

MFC Teen Nights
WED @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Teens can enjoy dinner and 
activities while hanging 
out and interacting in a 
safe, fun environment that 
promotes unity among 
diversity and empowers 
youth to reach their potential. 
Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

M�e �r Y�r Fam�y!

® Spot the Difference
Can you spot 10 differences in this photo by Annie 
Farber from a past edition of Dubuque Oktoberfest?

Spot the Difference Answers

Upcoming Family Events
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DEAR GWEN,
I just started my freshman year at Senior 
and I just really want people to think I’m 
cool. At Wash, people thought I was just 
sort of a quiet, weird kid, I think, but I 
really want to make a good impression 
and make friends with the upperclass-
men and get a fresh start. How do I 
show people I’m not a loner loser? If 
they knew me, I think they’d really like 
me. I need to get out of my shell.
—Sincerely, Weeb from Wash

DEAR WEEB FROM WASH,
uncool stuff  is extremely cool now. 
my freshman year of high school I got 
thrown in a trash can on multiple occa-
sions because I had short hair and never 
took my backpack off , but now even the 
popular teenage girls are shaving their 
heads and yelling about nihilism, which 
is awesome because in the early aughts 
we had to wait until college to do that.

but there’s defi nitely something to be 
said about reinventing yourself. take 
Chuck e. Cheese, for example. He was 
a nerd too! In junior high, his name was 
Charles entertainment Cheese, but he 
went to high school, slapped on those 
track pants and reinvented himself. He’s 
Chuck! He’s not Charles entertainment 
Cheese anymore. Get out of my room, 
mom! my name is Chuck e. Cheese!

to be honest with you, I’ve been thinking 
(and talking) about Charles entertain-
ment Cheese for three weeks. I actually 
had to search my computer to make sure 
I didn’t talk about Chuck in my column 
already because he’s been running 
through my mind like a rat on a wheel. 
Want to know what’s really stuck in my 
head? You know that scene in Fight Club
where they say, “His name is robert 
paulson?” I have that audio on an almost 
constant loop in my head, but instead 
of robert paulson, it goes, “His name 
is Charles entertainment Cheese.”

Glad you asked for my sage advice 
on how to be cool, though. I am very, 
very cool. And I bet you are too.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
my best friend is constantly picking 
fi ghts with me. We’re both grown people 
with grown kids, so it seems so childish 
that she’s constantly at my throat. It’s 
always something so small and petty. 
For example, I recently got a new rug 
for my entryway. It was $40. She saw it 
and said, “Wow, I wish I could get a new 
rug for my entryway,” and it developed 
into this long, circular conversation and 
I won’t bore you with the details, but 
my rug created an opportunity for her 
to pick at me for buying new things. 
We’ve been friends for so long that I 
don’t want to end the relationship, but 
it is just so exhausting. How can I get 
her to stop doing this? If she doesn’t 
stop, should I just fi nd new friends?
—thank you, Annoyed on Adair

DEAR ANNOYED ON ADAIR,
Fights are so normal in relationships. 
Yesterday my friends and I had a big 
ol’ fi ght about 1), whether or not cot-
tage cheese is gross (it’s not), and 2), 
if 1% cottage cheese is superior to 4% 
cottage cheese (it’s not). I guess it 
wasn’t exactly a fi ght, but I did get a 
vaguely threatening video of my best 
friend blaring Jock Jams and shovel-
ing cottage cheese into her mouth.

On second thought, dump 
your friend, actually.
—xoxo Gwen

COLUMNISTS

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN BEATTY
GWeN beAttY IS A SOrOrItY DrOpOut AND 

CrYbAbY, reADY AND WILLING tO bOSS YOu 

ArOuND. IF YOu WANt tO teLL Her SHe’S 

prettY, emAIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

the stars say that you belong 
to them. And while that’s spiritual sound-
ing and ultimately true, you’ve seen 
how stars ultimately treat their things 
and you want nothing to do with it.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

the stars say that most 
restaurant dessert menus follow the 
5 Cs: Chocolate, cheesecake, citrus, 
coffee, and caramel. but if you know 
how to ask, there’s a sixth C: Cocaine.

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

Not to invalidate your life 
experience, but the stars say that 
until the School of Hard Knocks 
achieves accreditation, it’s nothing 
but a red flag on a dating profile.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

the stars say that marriage is in 
your future. If this gives you hope or even 
spells doom, the stars want you to know 
they may not be talking about YOur 
marriage. In fact, they only promise that 
at some point someone’s going to get 
married and you’re going to hear about 
it. that much is absolutely guaranteed.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

the stars can’t remember who 
first said, “Clothes maketh the man,” but 
they know they weren’t talking about the 
laundry-stuffed mannequin you made so 
that you could practice… umm… kissing.

vIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

the stars want me to ask 
you if you remember that dream 
at all. What dream, you ask? Good. 
that means the plan worked.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOv 22)

the stars say that you’ll 
suffer from bad habits. but that’s no 
surprise. religious orders like the one 
you’re about to join have been wearing 
habits for centuries and not a damn one 
of them has ever been fashionable.

SCORPIO
(NOv 23–NOv 29)

the stars say we have more 
than enough words for “restaurant” 
and that “gastropub” is where things 
really started to go off the rails.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOv 30–DEC 17)

the stars say your search for 
a cheap, alcoholic seltzer (à la White 
Claw) that you enjoy just as much as the 
expensive stuff will continue unto death.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

the stars say that it’s kind 
of weird that we still call them “mov-
ies.” Seeing pictures move has kind of 
lost its novelty at this point, hasn’t it?

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

the stars say that while 
Gil Scott-Heron was correct that 
the revolution will not be televised, 
it’s only because that’s not how 
we consume content anymore.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

the stars say the only 
way to fix social media is for greaser 
media to challenge it to a rumble 
in the park. the stars also advise 
you to stay gold, pony boy.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

the stars say that while 
the closing theme of Gilligan’s Island 
pronounces it “robinson Cah-ruso,” the 
singers are just trying to fill the meter of 
the lyrics. It’s pronounced and spelled 
robinson Crusoe. but to answer your 
question, YeS! It WOuLD be awesome if 
David Caruso played robinson Crusoe.

COLUMNISTS

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY FAIrCHILD IS tHe ONLY tHING 

StANDING betWeeN uS AND tHe CeLeStIAL 

bODIeS tHAt WOuLD DeStrOY uS ALL. 

KIND OF LIKe tHe mOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

YOu CAN tHANK HIm bY emAILING HIm 

At DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.




