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This issue was all but in the can today as I still had not 
thought of something interesting, funny, informative, or even 
pedantic to offer up here for my Inkubator column. I was 
really trying to not talk politics as almost anything of note 
relating to life seems to be political in nature these days.

We strayed over to east Dubuque for the best BLT in the 
land at Thumser’s 19th Hole as Tuesday is BLT day and you can 
get one with fries for just $6.75. I assume most days it costs 
at least $7! It did not disappoint. not only do they put on a 
lot of bacon, but they figured out the mathematical formula 
between crispy and chewy for the perfect bacon done-ness 
on a BLT. I know you think the answer is full-on crispy, but you 
are not correct, and this BLT is the proof. Try it and tell me I’m 
wrong. Maybe part of the magic is in the fact that they par-
tially cook their bacon in advance so it doesn’t take as long to 
fry up raw bacon, but also great that they don’t have a stack 
of pre-cooked bacon sitting around to pretend to be freshly 
cooked. They also have great fries, whether you get the shoe-
string McDonald’s variety or the hand-cut variety. s’all good.

usually, as we wait (not too long) for our BLTs, 
people argue about ridiculous sports details. not 
game scores, but stuff like whether or not someone’s 
aCL surgery in 2018 is going to affect his stats for the 
upcoming fantasy season. ugh. not today though.

Today we were introduced to the most amazing sport ever 
concocted that will change the face of sports forever! actually, 
not really... at all. It was the Pro Footvolley Tour in the sand. 
yeah, you heard right. Guys playing volleyball with their feet, 
body, and heads, but not their hands. and I have to tell you, 

it sounds interesting but, hey, turns out it’s the most disap-
pointing thing I’ve seen in quite a while. at first, I thought they 
sunk really low to invent this somewhat socially distanced 
outdoor sport during COVID. But no, we Googled it, and it 
was invented in like 1965 in Brazil. and it only took 56 years 
for me to ever hear about it. and I got my fill in 30 minutes.

There are some very exciting still photos of it online if 
you look. But if you watch it on TV, you quickly find out 
that it’s not quite as exciting as all that. Do you love when a 
volleyball goes back and forth for 30 seconds getting more 
and more thrilling with each save and you can’t believe that 
they’ve kept the ball going this long? Well then, Pro Footvol-
ley is nOT for you. If they manage to get the ball over the 
net three times from a serve, it’s headline-worthy. not that I 
could even get it over the net this way at all. But the point is, 
as amazingly athletic as they have to be to accurately send 
a ball over the net with their feet, once you acknowledge 
that skill, it gets dull pretty quick. I thought for sure we’d see 
some Pelé style backflips to spike the ball over the net, but 
nope. Oh, do you like great power spikes? Well, this sport 
is also nOT for you. There are no spikes that I saw. It makes 
sense as it’s not easy to get your foot higher than the net to 
hit downward too often. so it’s kind of a game of serves and 
bumps until someone’s errant toe sullies the excitement.

But you would not know it wasn’t exciting based on the 
lone announcer who is nearly shouting the action as he 
keeps getting the score wrong along the way. I assume he’s 
not only the announcer but the scorekeeper, and he likely 
sets up the net too. Okay, I’m kidding but this guy was try-
ing way too hard. One of the players was nicknamed “The 
stallion,” and every time he made contact with the ball, 
the announcer decided it would be his trademark to make 
that horse whinny sound you do with loose lips. you know 
the one. Out of horse context, it just sounds like a big, wet 
flatulence. so about 150 times in the match (not kidding) he’s 

making these constant excited wet mouth farting sounds as 
he tried to remember the score. We were literally laughing.

The crowd could not go wild as I don’t think there was a 
spectator at the match. Behind the high fence which they did 
at least have logo wrapped to look like they are a big deal, 
people were enjoying the beach and water. There were no 
sponsor logos on anything, save for their single benefac-
tor. I’m sure after 56 years they are THIs CLOse to landing 
a big one though. Probably a sponsor that caters to people 
who love the equipment of volleyball but hate all of the 
excitement of the game the comes with using your hands.

The only advertiser during the breaks was, shockingly, the 
Pro Footvolley Tour, which was inexplicably trying to sell you a 
comically tiny “mini” footvolley net for home use. It was literally 
a 10-foot-wide net with a court 30 feet long from backline to 
backline. It looked like a volleyball court from Munchkinland. 
as though people can’t play at home with a normal vol-
leyball court or even a badminton net. It was just weird. It 
almost seemed like a spoof ad from Saturday Night Live.

I found a press release bragging a “MeGa-DeaL” where 
Genius sports Group secured a long-term exclusive deal to 
drive the global growth of footvolley. so if you’ve got stock 
there, sell it quick. Get some Dogecoin. I can only imagine 
what else nBC sports could not find to televise in order to 
send a camera to this event. Well, I imagine they didn’t. surely 
the “geniuses” filmed it themselves and then begged nBC to 
put it on TV at 2 p.m. on a Tuesday. and it was one camera. It 
was on a big boom arm with sweeping shots and high-angle 
views, but it never cut away that I remember. so the whole 
match was one constant camera shot and disembodied voice 
who could not believe how friggin’ amazing this game is.

But I have to give “The World Leader with Global 
TV Distribution” of Pro Footvolley credit, they got 
it on TV at the 19th Hole in east Dubuque over my 
lunch hour. It’s all downhill from here, baby! n
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Taste of Summer 
Series
THURSDAYS: JUNE 3, JULY 1, AND  
AUGUST 5 @ 6–9 PM
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER  
MUSEUM & AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
a modified version of Taste of Dubuque, 
the temporarily reformatted Taste 
of summer series is scheduled for 
the first Thursday in June, July, and 
august from 6 to 9 p.m. and will enable 
attendees of all ages to enjoy a less 
crowded event experience while still 
providing the original event’s sig-
nature tastes and entertainment.

Taste of summer will be located 
behind the gates in the national Mis-
sissippi River Museum & aquarium’s 
boatyard and plaza areas. attendees 
are encouraged to bring their own lawn 
chair or blanket to enjoy their snacks 
and meals outdoors as a limited num-
ber of picnic tables will be provided.

In keeping with the Taste tradition, 
a modified series of awards will be 
announced each evening for the top 
savory dish, the top sweet dish, and a 
fan favorite dish or dessert selected 
by the attendees. Four to five differ-
ent food vendors will appear at each of 
the events as well as two live bands.

The tentative schedule of food vendors 
and bands may change. Find the current 

schedule at RiverMuseum.com/taste 
or Facebook.com/rivermuseum.

Thursday, June 3 food vendors are 
The Crepe Iron, adobos Mexican Grill, 
sugar Ray’s BBQ, and elle & Becks 
with live music from amber and adam 
Beck and The elizabeth Mary Band.

Thursday, July 1 hosts The Food store, 
Happy Hibachi, Hot Diggity Dogz, and 
Vesperman Farms Ice Cream with live 
music from The Lads and Joie Wails.

Thursday, aug. 5 closes the series 
with Magoo’s Pizza, Versus, Tony Roma’s, 
and Koppes Kreations with live music 
from Boys of Lloyd and The struggle.

Taste of summer is open to all ages 
and is free to attend. Both beverage 
sales and freewill donations will sup-
port the River Museum’s conservation 
efforts to save endangered species.

For more information, call the 
national Mississippi River Museum 
& aquarium at 563-557-9545 or 
visit RiverMuseum.com/taste. n

Kickoff to Summer
FRIDAY, MAY 28 @ 6 PM–MIDNIGHT
DUBUQUE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS BEER GARDEN (14569 OLD HWY RD)
Verlo Mattress presents the Budweiser 
Kickoff to summer as it moves the 
long-running party to the Dubuque 
County Fairgrounds for 2021. Join the 
party on Friday, May 28 from 6 p.m. 
to midnight in the beer garden.

always on the Friday of Memorial Day 
weekend, this year’s party lineup includes 
a roster of great local talent and touring 
artists. The LoveMonkeys are a long-time 
party festival favorite from Milwaukee, 

WI, and they are celebrating their 30th 

year of rockin’ the Midwest. They are sup-
ported by Bad Hair, a tribute to the great 
pop-rock and metal of the ‘80s as well as 
Tri-state up-and-coming favorites, Tanner 
Lee and the Beach Bums. Cold beer and 
great food will be available for purchase.

Kickoff to summer is a free, all 
ages event supporting the ser-
toma Club, FFa, Children’s Zoo, 
and Camp albrecht acres. n

EvEnts
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River of Innovation
GRAND OPENING WEEKEND
JUNE 11–13 @ 9 AM–5 PM
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER  
MUSEUM & AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
River of Innovation’s phase 2, which 
includes 6,000 feet of hands-on exhib-
its and a maker space, is opening to 
the public on June 11–13 at the national 
Mississippi River Museum & aquarium.

explore the new spaces, excit-
ing interactives, and maker activities. 
High-engagement interactive exhibits 
reinforce river innovation themes and 

artifacts from the museum’s collec-
tions echo their historical, conserva-
tion, and science connections.

For more information, call the 
River Museum at 563-557-9545 
or visit RiverMuseum.com. n

Food Truck Friday
MUSICAL GUEST: RALPH KLUSEMAN
FRIDAYS: JUNE 11, JULY 9, AUGUST 20, 
AND SEPTEMBER 10 @ 11 AM–1 PM
WASHINGTON PARK (700 LOCUST ST)
Walk, bike, or drive to Washington 
Park where food trucks will line the 
streets, ready to celebrate the end of 
the week with you. Brought to you by 
Travel Dubuque, Food Truck Friday 
takes place every second Friday from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., May through October.

enjoy lunch from Bob & Lou’s, Buenie 
Bottoms Outdoor Grill, Candle Ready 
Cakes, Happi Hibachi, Magoo’s Pizza, 
and Vesperman Farms Ice Cream. 
Vendors may vary each month.

Live music is sponsored by 365ink 
Magazine. The June 11 event will feature 
Ralph Kluseman. additional musical 
performances include andy Wilberd-
ing on July 9, Maureen Kilgore on aug. 
20, and John Moran on sept. 10.

For more information, visit 
TravelDubuque.com. n

Author Lydia Sigwarth
FRIDAY, JUNE 11 @ 6 PM
ONLINE
Lydia sigwarth explores the magic of 
friendship and the power of empathy 
while facing the challenges of home-
lessness on Friday, June 11 at 6 p.m. 
during a special virtual event hosted 
by the Carnegie-stout Public Library.

sigwarth, an author and children’s 
librarian in Wisconsin, will discuss 
her new children’s picture book, Dear 
Librarian, which tells the true story of 
her childhood experience at the library. 
Dear Librarian is a love letter to librar-
ies and librarians, and a thank you to 
anyone who has offered a child love 
and support during a difficult time.

When sigwarth was a child, her 
family moved from Colorado to Iowa. 
For six months they didn’t have a home 
of their own or a permanent place to 
live. During this time, sigwarth and her 
family regularly went to the library—the 
Carnegie-stout Public Library—and it 
was there that she found a friend in a 
librarian and a place that felt like home.

Illustra-
tor Romina 
Galotta and 
Deb stephen-
son from the 
Carnegie-stout 
Public Library 
(the librarian in her story) will 
join for the virtual event.

We first heard sigwarth’s story on 
This American Life, an award-winning 
weekly public radio program and podcast. 
Broadcast in 2018, “Growing shelf-aware-
ness” by stephanie Foo tells sigwarth’s 
story in the third act of episode 664, The 
Room of Requirement. Give it a listen at 
ThisAmericanLife.org. Ira Glass, host and 
executive producer of This American Life, 
provides the foreword to Dear Librarian

This is a free event that will take place 
over Zoom. Registration is required. 
To register, visit CarnegieStout.org 
or call the Carnegie-stout Public 
Library at 563-589-4225 x2228. n
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Music On The 
Mountain
SATURDAY, JUNE 12 @ 9:30 AM–9:30 PM
SUNDOWN MOUNTAIN RESORT 
(16991 ASBURY RD)
Find live music, car and motorcycle 
show, skate and bike jam presented 
by Olliewood action sports, beer, 
food trucks, activities for the kids, a 
scavenger hunt, chairlift rides up the 
hillside, and more at sundown Moun-
tain Resort for their first-ever Music 
On The Mountain on saturday, June 12. 
Gates open at 9:30 a.m. for this all-
day, outdoor family-friendly event.

Live music kicks off at 10 a.m. on the 
hillside next to the north Lodge (Turkey 
Ridge) with Catfish Murphy, bringing 
the best of “Outlaw Country, southern 
Rock. americana, and Texas/Oklahoma 
Red Dirt Music.” Following are local 
favorites The struggle and The Broken 
Rubber Band. and closing out the eve-
ning is Laura and Robbie & The Barflys. 
Blankets and chairs are encouraged.

Kids can participate in the scavenger 
hunt along the trails on the hillside, stop 
at Ben’s Den for s’mores and treats, and 
enjoy fun inflatables. The chairlifts will 
be running to bring you up the hillside.

spend the day trying something 
from each of the food trucks: Magoo’s 
Pizza, Buenie Bottoms Outdoor 
Grill, Versperman Farms Ice Cream 
Truck, and Hot Diggity Dogz. Beer 
will also be available for purchase.

Display your classic car or motor-
cycle (manufactured in 1990 or earlier) 
in the Car & Motorcycle show area. 
no awards will be given out. you will 
receive one free entry into the event 
and special parking. For any questions, 
email marketing@sundownmtn.com.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for 
ages 6–11, and free for age 5 and 
younger. Order online before June 12 
and receive 10 percent off! For more 
information or to purchase your ticket, 
visit bit.ly/MusicOnMntSummer. n

Galena Pride 
Picnic
SATURDAY, JUNE 12 @ 1–5 PM
GRANT PARK  
(625 PARK AVE, GALENA, IL)
Galena, IL’s first-ever Pride Picnic will be 
held in Grant Park on saturday, June 12 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Guests are encouraged to 
bring a picnic lunch, grab a swag bag of 
goodies from local businesses, and enjoy 
live music, entertainment, raffle, vendor 
tables, and stunning views of Galena.

The picnic kicks off with live music from 
1 to 3 p.m. with the addition of a DJ from 
4 to 5 p.m. you won’t want to miss a fabu-
lous drag performance from 3 to 4 p.m.

enjoy the beautiful blooms from 
Clara Joyce Flowers, sip on refresh-
ing Galena Cellars wine slushies, and 
cuddle a goat at the Hoof-It goat 
meet-up! Plus, the raffle features 
prizes from local Galena businesses.

additional vendors include River-
view Center, The neighborhood pride 
merchandise, Candy Carnival snack 
booth, River Bend Gallery, The Work-
shop, stoned art studio & Gallery, and 
Galena Historical society & Museum.

The City of Galena continues to 
evolve as a safe space for all LGBTQ 

people. The Galena Pride Picnic is com-
mitted to encouraging LGBTQ tourism 
through building alliances within the 
City of Galena and surrounding areas, 
as well as advocating cooperation and 
support from all who value diversity.

The Galena Pride Picnic intends 
to follow all COVID-19 protocols as 
outlined by the CDC, Governor of 
Illinois, and the City of Galena.

all are welcome to attend. Pack 
your basket and head to Grant Park 
for a free afternoon of celebration and 
solidarity. For more information, visit 
facebook.com/GalenaPridePicnic. n
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saT 5/29

Little Maquoketa 
River Mounds 
Restoration Day
9–10:30 AM @ 

LITTLE MAQUOKETA 

RIVER MOUNDS

This 41-acre preserve 
features 32 ancient burial 
mounds. The preserve also 
harbors a mature forest. 
Assistance is needed to 
remove unwanted woody 
vegetation from this unique 
area to preserve the mounds. 
No experience necessary 
and all equipment pro-
vided. 18062 Walking Way. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Donut Demolition 
Eating Contest
9–11 AM @ DONUT BOY

The 2nd annual donut hole 
eating contest comes with a 

$500 cash prize. Contestants 
will eat their way through 
as many donut holes as 
they can in eight minutes 
and will be provided with 
one glass of milk. Open to 
ages 18 and older though 
all ages are invited to watch 
the competition. $20 entry. 
DonutDemolition.com.

Sew Many Quilts! 
Exhibit Opening
11 AM–4 PM @ MATHIS 

HAM HISTORIC SITE

More than simple blankets, 
quilts have a long tradition of 
functionality, practicality, and 
beauty. Featuring a variety of 
quilts, Sew Many Quilts! is an 
introduction to quilt-making 
as a practical art form. Dis-
cover the artistry and history 
associated with each quilt 
and foster an appreciation for 
the skill, ingenuity, and indi-
viduality displayed within. 
$7.50 Adults, $4 ages 3–17, 
free ages 2 and under. 2241 
Lincoln Ave. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com/hamsite.

Hoof’n + Groove’n
6–9 PM @ HOOF IT GOAT 

TREKS (GALENA, IL)

Take an evening trek as the 
sun sets and the light fades 
from the forest. Return to 
a roaring bonfire, s’more 
baskets, and live music. BYO 
blanket or lawn chair and 
snacks or order food delivery. 
See website for more dates. 
$65. 616 S Devil’s Ladder Rd, 
Galena IL. 563-663-6944. 
hoofit-galena.com.

sun 5/30

Hoof It + Sip It
NOON–2 PM @ HOOF IT 

GOAT TREKS (GALENA, IL)

May 30 and 31. Stroll through 
the forest with a glass of 
wine and a goat by your side! 
Enjoy a sampling of six 1-oz 
tastings from Fergedaboudit 
paired with goat cheese 

and others. See website for 
more dates. Ages 21+. $75. 
616 S Devil’s Ladder Rd, 
Galena IL. 563-663-6944. 
hoofit-galena.com.

MOn 5/31

East Dubuque 
Memorial Day Parade
9:30 AM @ SINSINAWA 

AVE, EAST DUBUQUE, IL

Following the parade, 
military services will be con-
ducted at the East Dubuque 
Cemetery. American Legion 
Post 787 will be selling pop-
pies on May 28 and 29 in sup-
port of all veterans at Van’s 
and Family Beer and Liquor 
Stores. Free. 563-599-1090. 
815-747-3306.

Tue 6/1

Living Proof Exhibit 
Submission Deadline
Living Proof Exhibit, which 
provides the therapeutic 
benefits of the arts to 

people impacted by cancer, 
is seeking entries for its 
annual exhibition to be 
held Aug. 16–Sept. 30 in 
the Charles and Elizabeth 
Bisignano Art Gallery at the 
University of Dubuque. All 
cancer patients and survivors 
living within a 200-mile 
radius of the Quad Cities 
are eligible to submit up to 
five works for consideration. 
LivingProofExhibit.org.

WeD 6/2

Introduction to 
Sourdough Bread 
Part 2: Making the 
Bread
6:30–7 PM @ ONLINE

In part one, Carnegie-Stout’s 
Ben explained how to create 
a sourdough starter. Now it’s 
time to get baking! In this 

video, Ben shows the process 
of creating a sourdough 
boule. Watch the video 
premiere on the Carnegie-
Stout Public Library’s 
Facebook page or YouTube 
channel. Carnegiestout.org.

Preserve the Taste of 
Summer: Salsa 
Making Basics
6:30–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

The PTTS Salsa Making Basics 
will provide in-depth infor-
mation on safely preserving 
salsas. Preserving your 
garden’s summer bounty is 
a great way to enjoy your 
home-grown produce year 
round—as long as you don’t 
serve food borne illness, like 
botulism, with your home 
preserved foods. Hosted by 
ISU Extension and Outreach. 
Free. extension.iastate.edu/ 
dubuque.
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FRI 6/4

Relay for Life of 
Dubuque Benefit
4–7:30 PM @ HAPPY’S PLACE

Drive-through cod dinner and 
luminaria display for those 
currently fighting cancer, 
surviving cancer, and those 
who have lost their battle. 
All proceeds benefit the 
American Cancer society and 
Relay for Life of Dubuque. 
facebook.com/ 
RelayForLifeDBQ.

Dick Rogers: Space 
Detective, Volume 2
7:30 PM @ ONLINE

Trainwreck Productions and 
the North East Radio Drama 
Society (N.E.R.D.S.) will be 
re-dramatizing three more 
recovered scripts from this 
almost entirely forgotten 
radio show from the past. 
$9.99. facebook.com/ 
trainwreckProductionsDBQ.

saT 6/5

Grandview Gallop
8 AM @ GRANDVIEW AVE

The 15th Annual Grandview 
Gallop 1-mile youth race 
beings at 7:30 a.m. followed 
by the 4-mile event at 8 a.m. 
The out-and-back race is 
as flat as you can get for 
Dubuque. Giveaways, merch, 
refreshments, and age 
group awards. RSVP, no race 
day registration. $18–$28. 
GrandviewGallop.com.

Strut Your Mutt
9 AM @ DUBUQUE 

REGIONAL HUMANE 

SOCIETY

Register at 8 a.m., walk at 
9 a.m. around the perimeter 
of the DRHS four-acre cam-
pus. The dog-friendly walk 
brings community members 
and pet owners together to 

raise awareness and funds for 
the homeless animals at the 
Dubuque Regional Humane 
Society. $35. 4242 Chavenelle 
Rd. 563-582-6766. 
DBQhumane.org.

Tour of Fairy Homes
10 AM–4 PM @ SHAKE RAG 

ALLEY (MINERAL POINT, WI)

Stroll the magical grounds 
to see original fairy homes 
built especially for this tour. 
Fundraiser for the Shake Rag 
Alley nonprofit school of 
arts and crafts. $5 Ages 12+, 
free for ages 11 and under. 
18 Shake Rag St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org.

Rain Barrel Workshop
10:30 AM–12:30 PM @ 

SWISS VALLEY NATURE 

CENTER (PEOSTA, IA)

Convert a 55-gallon container 
to collect rainwater for use on 
your lawn and gardens and 
to keep the Mississippi River 
clean. $30. 13606 Swiss Valley 
Rd, Peosta, IA. 563-556-6745. 
eventbrite.com/e/ 
151982167755.

MOn 6/7

HELP (Hope, 
Encouragement, 
Lifelines, and Purpose)
6:30–8 PM @ ONLINE

How do we grieve when 
what we have lost is not 
necessarily a person, but 
something else: the death 
of a dream, an opportunity, 
our self-identity? GriefCare 
specialist and author of GPS: 
Your Guide Through Personal 
Storms, Dr. Coyle shares tools 
and information to assist you 
through the difficult roads 
we have traveled. RSVP by 
June 4. Free. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

Philip Chard 
Discussion
6:30–8 PM @ ONLINE

Philip Chard will explore 
connecting with nature. 

Presented by the Dubuque 
Franciscans’ Can-
ticle of Creation Center. 
tinyurl.com/34aprwkr.

Tue 6/8

Native American 
Book Discussion: 
There There
7–8:15 PM @ ONLINE

Tommy Orange’s There There 
brings together 12 people of 
Native communities traveling 
to the Big Oakland Powwow. 
Their lives intertwine as 
they explore their personal 
reasons for connecting 
with their heritage. Orange 
writes about the plight of 
the urban Native American, 
their history, spirituality, sac-
rifice, and heroism. RSVP by 
June 7. $10. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

WeD 6/9

Author Meryl Wilsner
6 PM @ ONLINE

Romance novelist Meryl Wil-
sner shares their debut novel, 
Something to Talk About, and 
answers reader questions. 
Something to Talk About is 
a slow burn romance set in 
the high pressure world of 
Hollywood. Jo is a successful 
showrunner and former child 
star; Emma is her capable 
assistant on the verge of 
breaking into the industry. 
When the paparazzi start a 
red carpet rumor that these 
two women are an item, they 
start to realize that there just 
might be a spark of some-
thing more to their relation-
ship. Register to be entered 
to win a copy of Something 
to Talk About. RSVP required. 
Free. 563-589-4225. 
Carnegiestout.org.

EVENTS
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THu 6/10

Little Maquoketa 
River Mounds 
Anniversary Party
6 PM @ LITTLE MAQUOKETA 

RIVER MOUNDS

Celebrate the preserve’s 
40th anniversary by learning 
about the preserve’s history 
and natural resources, 
meeting park founders, and 
participating in a scavenger 
hunt. This preserve is home 
to 32 ancient burial mounds. 
Over 15 Native American 
Tribes were consulted in the 
development. 18062 Walk-
ing Way. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/dubuque 
countyconservation.

Chow Bella Book 
Group: Save Me 
the Plums
6 PM @ RIVER LIGHTS 

BOOKSTORE

Discuss Save Me the 
Plums: My Gourmet 
Memoir by Ruth Reichl. 
1098 Main St. 563-556-4391. 
RiverLights.com.

FRI 6/11

Cooking Class: Make 
and Take Cookies
6–7:15 PM @ GALENA 

ARC (GALENA, IL)

Kids age 9–14 will make two 
varieties of cookie dough, 
Funfetti and scotcharoos, 
to take home to slice, bake, 
and share with their families. 
Instructed by Lynn Kaufman. 
$35. 11084 W HWY 20, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2248. 
GalenaARC.org.

saT 6/12

Free Material Drive
10 AM–1 PM @ KEY CITY 

CREATIVE CENTER

Wood, metals, hardware, 
paint, and more are avail-
able, free to haul. 1781 
White St. 563-599-2915. 
KeyCityCreativeCenter.org.

Family Fun Art Days
1–5 PM @ GALENA ARC

The whole family can spend 
time together creating fair 
houses out of natural ele-
ments, like wood slabs, pine-
cones, nut shells, sticks, moss 
and bark. You have the option 
of displaying your family 
fairy house on the Belden 
School Fairy Walk. Free. 
facebook.com/GalenaARC.

A Picnic & A Play: 
Occum’s Razor by 
Marcia Jablonski
1 PM @ SHAKE RAG 

ALLEY STAGE (MINERAL 

POINT, WI)

Marcia Jablonski is a resident 
of Mineral Point and most 
recently had a piece featured 
in Forward Theater’s 2019 
monologue festival. Wis-
consin playwrights present 
original plays in progress 

to receive feedback from 
an audience and determine 
what their next steps are with 
the script. RSVP by June 11. 
$5. 18 Shake Rag St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org.

Ski Bellevue Water 
Ski Show
4 PM @ 701 S RIVERVIEW 

ST, BELLEVUE, IA

June 12, June 26, July 17, Aug. 
7, and Aug. 21 at 4 p.m. and 
July 4 at 6 p.m. Bellevue’s 
water ski show team is one 
of only four in Iowa and 
the only one to perform on 
the Mississippi River. Head 
south of Lock and Dam 12 
for great family entertain-
ment with bare-footing, 
jumping, human pyramids, 
glittery costumes, music, 
and powerful towboats. 
Free. 563-590-0990. 
facebook.com/skibellevue.

Downtown Saturday 
Night and Victory 
Foundation BBQ 
Competition
6:30–10 PM @ DOWNTOWN 

DYERSVILLE, IA

Fun filled day starting with 
5K Color Run, kids dash, 
mac n cheese contest, 
BBQ competition, live 
music, kids games, and 
more! Free. 563-875-2311. 
dyersville.org.

Star Gazing
8:30 PM @ GALENA 

TERRITORY OWNERS’ 

CLUB (GALENA, IL)

Check out the stars and night 
objects with a telescope, and 
feel free to bring your own. 
All ages. 2000 Territory Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2000. 
theGalenaterritory.com.

sun 6/13

Antique Show 
and Flea Market
8 AM–3 PM @ HARRIS 

PARK (DODGEVILLE, WI)

The Dodgeville Lions Club 
hosts their Antique Show 
and Flea Market. $3. 600 
Bennett Rd, Dodgeville, WI.

Park-n-Shine
NOON– 3 PM @ GRAND VIEW 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Bring your classic, vintage, 
custom car, truck, tractor, 
or motorcycle for a fun, 
non-competitive event or 
bring your lawn chair to 
enjoy the show. Food will 
be available for purchase 
from the Dubuque Dairy 
Association. An outdoor 
worship proceeds the event 
at 10:30 a.m. Free. 3342 John 
Wesley Dr. 563-582-8875. 
GrandviewDubuque.org.
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Cash and Cline…
Country Royalty 
Tribute Show
SATURDAY, JUNE 19 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER (1215 
E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
Cash and Cline...Country Royalty 
Tribute show features Benny Wheels 
as Johnny Cash with special guest 
Lori Gravel as Patsy Cline in a musi-
cal tribute show on saturday, June 
19 at 7 p.m. at the Ohnward Fine 
arts Center in Maquoketa, Ia.

Bennie Wheels is referred by many 
to be the no. 1 tribute to Cash work-
ing today. He began his entertainment 
career as an elvis tribute artist. When the 
hit movie Walk The Line was released, 
he was drawn to the story and music of 
the legendary Johnny Cash. Bennie’s 
vocal registry had an uncanny likeness 
to Johnny Cash in every way—even his 
normal speaking voice. From the first 
moment he hit the stage as Johnny Cash, 
it was clear how natural Bennie’s trib-
ute to The Man in Black came to him.

eastern Iowa native Lori Gravel has 
been singing with nutsy Turtle Band 
for the past 27 years. she has also 

sang with the Masked Carol singers, 
David Brooks, and played June Carter 
Cash with Bennie Wheels as Johnny 
Cash on the Ohnward Fine arts stage. 
additionally, Lori was the music direc-
tor for Honk, Jr at Ohnward in 2016.

Take a journey back to experi-
ence classic country music. The 
family-friendly show will be backed 
by Walkin’ the Line tribute band.

Tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at 
the door for adults and $13 in advance 
for $15 at the door for students. Tick-
ets can also be purchased in person 
at The Ohnward Fine arts Center box 
office, Osterhaus Pharmacy, and the 
Maquoketa state Bank Main Office in 
Maquoketa, Ia; Hartig Drug in Preston, 
Ia; and the Bellevue Pharmacy in Bel-
levue, Ia. you can also call Ohnward 
at 563-652-9815, or purchase online 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

Benny WHeeLs anD LORI GRaVeL

Great Galena 
Balloon Race
JUNE 18–20
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT & SPA NORTH 
COURSE PRACTICE RANGE (444 
EAGLE RIDGE DR, GALENA, IL)
shake out your blankets, grab the kids, 
and head to eagle Ridge Resort & spa in 
the Galena Territory for the 19th annual 
Great Galena Balloon Race. Three days 
of family fun on June 18–20 host night 
Glow, a classic car show, art sale, balloon 
rides, and, of course, the balloon race!

The first race begins Friday night at 
6 p.m. followed by saturday and sunday 
morning at the “Crack of Dawn,” when the 
hot air balloon pilots launch at 5:30 a.m. 
and try to find a mark that’s hidden some-
where on the 6,800 acres of the Galena 
Territory. When it’s found, the pilot drops 
a weight as close to the target as pos-
sible to win the grand prize and bragging 
rights. Friday and saturday wrap up with 
the night Glow extravaganza at 8:30 p.m.

Live music begins at 5:30 p.m. with 
The Wundo Band on Friday and Mama 
Tess and the Chain of Fools on saturday. 
Both nights feature inflatable rides for 
the kids. On saturday, there will be a 
classic car show at 6 p.m. and the Great 

Galena art sale from 5 to 9 p.m. with 
original works from regional artists.

Lift off in one of the largest hot 
air balloons in the country. Take 
in views of Iowa, Illinois, and Wis-
consin from your 3,000-foot-high 
perch. schedule your ride by calling 
Galena On The Fly at 815-777-2747 
or visit BuyABalloonRide.com.

The Great Galena Balloon Race’s 
mission is to raise funds and aware-
ness for type 1 diabetes. The event has 
raised more than $350,000 for kids with 
diabetes since the event began in 2002.

admission is $5 at the gate, and the 
event is cash only. There is free parking 
and a shuttle to the site. no carry-ins. 
Details about packages and weekend 
events are available by calling eagle 
Ridge at 800-892-2269 or visiting 
EagleRidge.com. For more information, 
visit GreatGalenaBalloonRace.com. n

Iowa Wine 
Festival
SUNDAY, JUNE 13 @ 1–4 PM
PARK FARM WINERY  
(15159 THIELEN RD, DURANGO, IA)
Celebrate Iowa Wine Month with local 
wines, local food, and live local music 
at The Iowa Wine Growers asso-
ciation’s Iowa Wine Festival. The event 
will be held at Park Farm Winery in 
Durango, Ia on sunday, June 13 from 
1 to 4 p.m. with a VIP hour begin-
ning at noon. a second event will be 
held at Covered Bridges Winery in 
Winterset, Ia on sunday, June 27.

The festival features wine tastings from 
more than a dozen eastern Iowa wineries, 
showcasing the unique flavors and aro-
mas of locally grown grapes and the qual-
ity wines being produced here in Iowa.

Throughout the afternoon, attend-
ees will have unlimited access to wine 
tastings, live music from local acous-
tic cover band stolen Grace, have the 
opportunity to pair wines with Candle 
Ready Cakes and Buenie and Bottoms 
Outdoor Grill food trucks, sit in on fun 
wine education sessions, chat with local 
winemakers, purchase and take home 
their favorite bottles of wine and more.

Patrons must be 21 or older to attend. 
Ticket packages are available to pur-
chase in advance for $40 per person, 
$65 per couple, or a VIP option for $60 
per person. Ticket prices will go up the 
day of the event. Ticket benefits include 
a commemorative wine glass, unlimited 
wine tastings, $5 off wine bottle pur-
chase and more. VIP guests will enjoy an 
additional hour of wine tasting from 12 to 
1 p.m. with a special wine being featured 
from each winery, a free bottle of wine 
to take home, as well as a chance to visit 
with winemakers in a more casual setting.

To learn more about the Iowa 
Wine Festival or to purchase tickets, 
visit IowaWineFestival.com. n
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Ongoing & Recurring Events
SUNDAY

Galena Territory 
Farmers Market
SUN THROUGH OCT 10  

@ 8 AM–NOON

GALENA TERRITORY 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

(GALENA, IL)

Fresh produce, baked goods, 
regional meat, flowers, crafts, 
and more. 2000 Territory Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2000. 
theGalenaterritory.com.

Digital Drinks &  
Dialogue
1ST SUN @ 4:30 PM

ONLINE

Trainwreck Productions’ 
play reading club invites 
you to read a character and 
experience and discuss the 
scripts together. Plays vary by 
genre and style monthly. Free. 
trainWreckProductions.org.

Music in the Gardens
SUN THROUGH AUG  

@ 6:30 PM 

DUBUQUE ARBORETUM 

& BOTANICAL GARDENS

The 28th season boasts 13 
weeks of stellar live music 
in a variety of styles but 
accessible and enjoyable by 
all. Bring a chair or blanket 
and a picnic and enjoy a 
relaxing evening at the 
arboretum. Free. 3800 Arbo-
retum Dr. 563-556-2100. 
DubuqueArboretum.net.

MONDAY

Milk Parties
2ND AND 4TH MON  

@ 9:30–10:30 AM

STATERA UPPER LEVEL

This support group is for 
moms and breastfeeding 
babies of all ages, as well as 
pumping moms and pregnant 
women. Free. 3375 Lake 
Ridge Dr. 563-207-8932. 
stateraintegrated.com.

TUESDAY

Hot Summer 
Nights Cruise-In
1ST TUE THROUGH SEPT  

@ 6–9 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS

All years of vehicles are 
welcome, and there is no 
charge to put your vehicle 
on display. DJ will provide 
music, and food and drink 
will be available for purchase. 
14569 Old Highway Rd. 
563-588-1813. DBQfair.com.

Faith Writers Group
3RD TUE @ 6:30–8 PM

ONLINE

Shalom Spirituality Center’s 
monthly writer’s group 
allows time to share up to 
two pages of writing with an 
opportunity for feedback and 
critique from other members. 
Facilitated by Mary Potter 
Kenyon. Free. 563-582-3592. 
shalomretreats.org.

WEDNESDAY

Dubuque Urban 
Sketchers
WED @ 4–6 PM

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN DUBUQUE

Sketch historical buildings, 
iconic landmarks, and the 
urban landscape. All you 
need is a camp chair, sketch-
pad, and your favorite pens, 
pencils, and paints. Follow 
“Dubuque Urban Sketch-
ers” on Facebook to see 
where to meet each week.

Mid-Week Market
WED THROUGH OCT  

@ 4–8 PM

11TH AND IOWA ST

Fresh local produce, beer 
garden from Jubeck’s New 
World Brewery, wood-
fired pizzas and fresh 
masa enchiladas from The 
Food Store, and live music 

sponsored by Michael 
Breitbach and his Broken 
Rubber Band. 563-557-1777. 
DBQFoodstore.com.

Old 20 Market
WED THROUGH 

AUG @ 4–8 PM

DUBUQUE COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS

Shop local vendors such 
as growers, producers, 
processors, crafters, makers, 
artisans, area businesses, 
food trucks and more! 
All ages. Free. 14569 Old 
Highway Rd. 563-588-1813. 
facebook.com/JodiandKt.

MFC Teen Nights
WED @ 5:30–7:30 PM

MULTICULTURAL 

FAMILY CENTER

Teens can enjoy dinner and 
activities while hanging 
out and interacting in a 
safe, fun environment that 
promotes unity among 
diversity and empowers 
youth to reach their potential. 
Free. 1101 Central Ave. 
563-582-3681. MFCdbq.org.

Toastmasters 
Speakeasy Club
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH WED  

@ 5:30 PM

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Overcome your fear of speaking 
in front of a group and develop 
the skills to give an organized, 
dynamic, and interesting 
presentation while also building 
your confidence. Ages 18+. Free. 
360 W 11th St. facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Green Drinks
2ND WED @ 6 PM

SMOKESTACK

Meet up and have a drink 
with environmentally-minded 
friends and discuss local 
issues concerning global envi-
ronmental challenges. Spon-
sored by Green Dubuque. 62 
E 7th St. GreenDubuque.org.

SheUnites
3RD WED @ 6–7:30 PM

SMOKESTACK

SheUnites is a new inclusive 
women’s group in Dubuque, 
working to connect women 

across the region through 
education, philanthropy, 
mutual support, and 
more. Free. 62 E 7th St. 
sheUnitesIowa.com.

Women’s Art Party
3RD WED @ 6:30 PM

LIND PAVILION 

(MINERAL POINT, WI)

New projects every month. 
Women are invited to 
craft with others, learn 
about new materials, and 
share techniques. $5. 411 
Commerce St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeRagAlley.org/ 
womens-art-party.

THURSDAY

East Dubuque’s 
Cruisin’ Thursdays
THU THROUGH SEPT 30  

@ 4–9 PM

SINSINAWA AVE, 

EAST DBQ, IL

Classic cars fill the main 
drag in East Dubuque, 
featuring food, drinks, 
and live entertainment.

Millwork Night 
Market
2ND THU THROUGH OCT  

@ 5–8 PM

7TH–9TH AND JACKSON ST

Featuring high quality local 
food producers, artists, 
musicians, and brewers. 
MillworknightMarket.com.

Gary’s Graffiti Nights
THU THROUGH SEPT 16  

@ 5–9:30 PM

PLAZA 20 SONIC DRIVE-IN

Classic cars converge with 
food, drinks, and addi-
tional entertainment.

Trucker’s Thursday 
Tiny Town 
Tavern Tours
3RD THU THROUGH AUG  

@ 5 PM

MCGRATH DUBUQUE 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Tour tiny towns for food and 
drinks. May 20: Coe’s (Bernard, 
IA); June 17: Yoder’s Rockville 
Bar (Potosi, WI); July 15: Dirty 
Ernie’s (Farley, IA); and Aug 19: 
Bent Rim (Cascade, IA).

Taste of Summer 
Series
1ST THU THROUGH AUG  

@ 6–9 PM

NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER MUSEUM & 

AQUARIUM

Attendees of all ages are 
welcome to this modified 
version of Taste of Dubuque. 
Four to five different food 
vendors will appear at each 
of the events as well as two 
live bands. Bring a lawn chair 
or blanket. Free to attend. 
350 E 3rd St. 563-557-9545. 
RiverMuseum.com/taste.

Bellevue Farmers 
Market
THU THROUGH SEPT 

@ 4–6:30 PM

WATER STREET LANDING 

(BELLEVUE, IA)

Browse fresh produce, 
herbs, baked goods, crafts, 
and more while enjoying 
live music and outdoor 
seating along the Missis-
sippi River. 303 S River St, 
Bellevue, IA. 563-872-5830. 
BellevueIA.com.

FRIDAY

Social Connections for 
Singles Meet & Greet
FRI @ 5–7 PM

SHOT TOWER INN

Come for friends and food. 390 
Locust St. 563-845-0070.

SATURDAY

Dubuque  
Farmers’ Market
SAT THROUGH SEPT  

@ 7 AM–NOON  

OCT @ 8 AM–NOON

NEAR 12TH AND IOWA ST

Iowa’s oldest farmers’ market 
offers a variety of produce, 
meats, baked goods, arts and 
crafts, on-site prepared foods, 
and more. 563-588-4400. 
DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

Dyersville 
Downtown Market
LAST SAT JUNE–SEPT 

@ 8 AM–NOON

3RD AVE SW AND 3RD 

ST, DYERSVILLE, IA

More than 60 local vendors, 
food trucks, live music, and 
different activities every 
month. DyersvilleDowntown 
Market.com.

Platteville 
Farmer’s Market
SAT THOUGH OCT 

@ 8 AM–NOON

PLATTEVILLE CITY PARK 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Find homegrown and hand-
made products from fresh 
produce and prepared food 
to art and crochet blankets. 
75 N Bonson St, Platte-
ville, WI. 608-218-4374. 
PlattevilleFarmers 
MarketWI.com.

DuMA Second 
Saturdays
2ND SAT @ 1–2 PM

ONLINE

Virtual family-oriented 
programming. Free. 
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

Driftless Poets 
Monthly Workshop
2ND SAT @ 2–4 PM

ONLINE

Support and encourage-
ment for poets seeking 
honest feedback on their 
work. RSVP. 608-987-3292. 
DriftlessPoets.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
DO yOu HaVe a TRI-sTaTe eVenT THaT yOu’D LIKe TO sHaRe WITH OuR ReaDeRs? 

LeT us KnOW WHaT’s GOInG On By senDInG us yOuR InFORMaTIOn!

eMaIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
OnLIne suBMIssIOn: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
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MOVIE
NEWS
Coming Soon
CRUELLA (PG-13)
FRIDAY, MAY 28

Emma Stone stars in Disney’s 
all-new live-action feature fi lm 
about the rebellious early days 
of one of cinema’s most 
notorious—and notoriously 
fashionable—villains, the legendary Cruella de 
Vil. A young grifter named Estella is a clever and 
creative girl determined to make a name for 
herself with her designs. Catching the eye of the 
Baroness von Hellman (Emma Thompson), a 
fashion legend, their relationship sets in motion 
a course of events and revelations that will cause 
Estella to embrace her wicked side.

A QUIET PLACE 2 
(PG-13)
FRIDAY, MAY 28

Following the deadly events at 
home, the Abbott family must 
now face the terrors of the 
outside world as they continue 
their fi ght for survival in silence. Forced to 
venture into the unknown, they quickly realize 
that the creatures that hunt by sound are not the 
only threats that lurk beyond the sand path.

THE CONJURING: 
THE DEVIL MADE 
ME DO IT (R)
FRIDAY, JUNE 4

A chilling story of terror, 
murder, and unknown evil that 
shocked even experienced 
real-life paranormal investigators Ed and 
Lorraine Warren. One of the most sensational 
cases from their fi les, it starts with a fi ght for the 
soul of a young boy, then takes them beyond 
anything they’d ever seen before, to mark the 
fi rst time in U.S. history that a murder suspect 
would claim demonic possession as a defense.

SPIRIT UNTAMED (PG)
FRIDAY, JUNE 4

An epic adventure about a 
headstrong girl longing for a 
place to belong who discovers 
a kindred spirit when her 
life intersects with a wild 
horse. Spirit Untamed is the next chapter in the 
beloved story from DreamWorks Animation.

Movie Buzz
Amazon is nearing a 
deal to buy 
Hollywood Studio 
MGM Holdings for 
almost $9 billion, 
according to reports. In the decade since its 
declared bankruptcy, MGM has been owned by a 
collection of hedge funds and holding companies 
and began exploring a sale in December. The 
movie studio behind titles such as James Bond, 
Fargo, and The Handmaid’s Tale holds an 
attractive catalog for streaming services vying 
for beloved branded content in their library. 
However, due to complications involved with 
rights to some fi lms being shared or split, the 
sale of MGM doesn’t come down to a simple 
acquisition of a single studio. The deal would 
mark Amazon’s second largest purchase in 
company history, only behind Whole Foods in 
2017. In related news, negotiations between 
AT&T and Discovery were announced last week. 
So there’s a lot of consolidation in the works.

Sony has made 
headway since its 
2019 announcement 
of PlayStation 
Productions to adapt 
its video game franchises for both fi lm and 
television, boasting some of the most critically 
acclaimed in the industry. Sony is home to the 
colorful Ratchet & Clank series, which is getting a 
new installment later this year, but interestingly, 
there have not been many fi lms based on 
PlayStation’s characters. However, that is 
changing. An HBO series based on The Last of Us
is currently in development, and the Uncharted
fi lm starring Tom Holland and Mark Wahlberg 
will fi nally be released in February 2022. Sony 
revealed a Ghost of Tsushima adaption two 
months ago as well. So far, no word on God of 
War getting an adaptation.

Henry Cavill is in talks 
to star in a remake 
of Highlander from 
John Wick director, 
Chad Stahelski. It’s 
unknown whether Cavill’s character or the High-
lander reboot will connect to previous iterations 
of the undying property (see what did there). 
The acclaimed Cavill played Geralt of Rivia in 
the The Witcher, making him a frontrunner for 
Highlander. Taking a cue from Tom Cruise, Cavill 
has also cultivated a reputation for doing much 
of his own stuntwork and fi ght choreography.
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DubuqueFest 
Fine Arts 
Festival
CALL TO ARTISTS DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
Dubuque County Fine arts society will 
host DubuqueFest Fine arts Festival 
aug. 7–8 in Washington Park. The free, 
two-day art Fair and festival welcomes 
Tri-state community members to 
experience art through a juried fine art 
fair, live music, and other programs.

Iowa’s longest running arts Festival is 
seeking visual artists from Dubuque and 
the surrounding area to fill the park with 
socially distanced booths and original 

artwork. $1000 in artists awards are 
given to first, second, and third place. The 
DubuqueFest art Fair judge is an inde-
pendent agent from the Tri-state area. 
artists are honored at an artists appre-
ciation reception on saturday evening.

For full details, scholarship infor-
mation, and to submit your applica-
tion, visit DBQFest.com/artists. n

First Fridays
FRIDAY, JUNE 4
11 AM–8 PM @ CENTRAL AVENUE MERCANTILE (1902 CENTRAL AVE)
NOON–8 PM @ STONED ART STUDIO & GALLERY (1800 CENTRAL AVE)
6–8 PM @ PLANTED. (245 W 1ST ST)
First Fridays is Downtown Dubuque’s 
monthly visual art series. all stops are free.

Central avenue Mercantile celebrates 
their one year anniversary with the current 
owners with live music, wine, refreshments, 
and several specials throughout the store.

stoned art studio & Gallery fea-
tures Henry Matthiessen III’s art and 
extensive Driftless Region Photography 

portfolio. stop in talk about, art, 
photography, and road tripping. 
Refreshments will be available.

Planted. hosts plant-themed art 
by Mia nottrott, a painter and creator 
in southwest Wisconsin. The exhibit 
will be on display through June 25.

For more information, visit 
Facebook.com/DubuqueFirstFridays. n

LAW & JUSTICE BOOK CLUB SERIES

The Investigator 
and the 
Intellectual
TUESDAY, JUNE 15 @ 7 PM
ONLINE
Fly-By-night Productions (FBnP) pres-
ents a unique series of discussions about 
law and justice using shakespeare’s plays 
to explore important issues currently 
facing our nation. Discussions are based 
on the book A Thousand Times More 
Fair: What Shakespeare’s Plays Teach 
Us About Justice by Kenji yoshino.

The series closes on Tuesday, June 15 
with The Investigator and the Intellectual, 

focusing on Othello and Hamlet. The 
discussion will be moderated by sunil 
Malapati, FBnP board member and Pro-
fessor of Chemistry at Clarke university.

The series is free to attend, and you 
can register to receive a link to the Zoom 
meeting at FlyByNightDubuque.com. For 
more information, call 563-599-9486 or 
email info@FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

Murder Mystery 
Dinner: COOTIES
SUNDAY, JUNE 13 @ 5 PM
STONE CLIFF WINERY  
(600 STAR BREWERY DR)
While we’ve always known the Brew Ha 
Ha Players at stone Cliff Winery are a 
little off-kilter (or is that off-KILLter?), 
this time around, there’s no question, 
as their latest murderous romp mirrors 
current circumstances in a way that’s 
not only hilarious but dead on. enjoy 
an evening with a murder mystery and 
dinner on sunday, June 13 at 5 p.m.

epi-Con, the ultimate annual convention 
for epidemics, is a fan favorite for people 
excited for a sneak peek at the latest and 
greatest deadly diseases. epi-Con is also 
home for those who might benefit finan-
cially or professionally from a world-wide 
pandemic. But did researchers go too far 

with their creation of this year’s Virus of 
the year? One thing’s for sure, no one is 
going anywhere after the keynote speaker 
is suddenly murdered, and it’s up to you to 
help solve what or who truly is the killer.

and, yes, the Brew Ha Ha Play-
ers will still be following COVID 
protocols, as it’s better to be six 
feet apart than six feet under.

Dinner and show are $59.95. 
Reserve your seat by calling stone 
Cliff Winery at 563-583-6100 x203 
or visit StoneCliffWinery.com. n

The Complete 
Works of William 
Shakespeare 
(abridged)
EIGHTH-ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL SHOW
JUNE 10–12 AND 17–19 @ 7:30 PM
JUNE 13 AND 20 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
area students have assembled for the 
eighth-annual summer high school 
production, The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare (abridged) at the 
Bell Tower Theater on June 10–20.

The Complete Works of William Shake-
speare (abridged) is a wacky, zany, hilarious 
comedy with all 37 of shakespeare’s plays 
performed (in comedically shortened or 
merged form) in just about 90 minutes. The 
wild ride through shakespeare’s comedies, 

histories, and tragedies will leave you 
breathless and helpless with laughter.

Due to the age of the cast mem-
bers and the fact that many cannot be 
fully vaccinated by the time the show 
opens, masks will be required. social 
distance seating and other safety pro-
tocols will also be in place. This show 
is recommended for ages 14 and up.

Tickets are $12. For more informa-
tion about the play and safety pro-
tocols and to purchase tickets, visit 
BellTowerTheater.net or call the Bell 
Tower Theater at 563-588-3377. n

Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda the 
Musical
JUNE 11–12 AND 17–19 @ 7:30 PM
JUNE 13 AND 20 @ 2 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
The Tony award-winning Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda the Musical revels in the anarchy 
of childhood, the power of imagina-
tion, and the inspiring story of a girl 
who dreams of a better life. Join the 
Grand Opera House for the in-person 
performance on June 11–12 and 17–19 at 
7:30 p.m. and June 13 and 20 at 2 p.m.

Matilda has grown up with self-
absorbed parents, but her highly lovable 
teacher Miss Honey guides her and her 
classmates through their education with 
patience and care. But the headmistress, 
Miss Trunchbull, hates children and loves 

thinking up new punishments for them. 
Matilda and her classmates discover 
that sometime you have to be a little bit 
naughty in order to put things right.

Limited socially-distanced seating is 
offered in groups of two to four at one 
third of the theater’s capacity, and masks 
are required in the building at all times.

Tickets are $23 for adults and $15 
for children under 18. Tickets can be 
purchased in person at the box office, 
by calling The Grand at 563-588-1305, 
or at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

ARts
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Dubuque 
Bike Coop
By Bryce Parks

The mission statement of the Dubuque Bike Coop is to 
build community by utilizing bicycles to promote healthy 
living and wellness along with environmental sustain-
ability. They are committed to providing bicycles and 
educational opportunities for safety, repair, and riding.

so what does that mean to you?
In a very brief summary and in layman’s terms, it’s a 

place to rent a bike that you can return or keep in order 
to meet your needs, from getting to work to getting 
exercise. It’s a place to get a kids’ bike for as little as $10, 
so someone special to you isn’t having to go without 
during this season. It’s a place to donate the bikes you 
no longer ride so they find a new life. It’s a place where 
you can learn to maintain your own bike, especially if 
you can’t afford to pay someone else to do it for you (or 
it’s not worth that level of investment) and it’s a place 
where you can come and perform that maintenance 
yourself using all of their great tools and mentorship. 
In short, a one-stop shop to get you back on the road 
and part of growing Dubuque’s bicycling population.

It’s a lot more than that, though, and far a more 
interesting story than we could tell ourselves. so, to 
paint the full picture of what the Dubuque Bike Coop 
is and what it means to this community, we sat down 
with Dave Hartig, one of the driving forces behind the 
Coop’s beginning and its growth. not only does Dave 
live and breathe bikes, he’s also great with his thought-
ful explanations of how the Coop came to be and how 
it works. so I’m going to try to get out of the way 
and let Dave take you on a bike ride from a need, an 
idea and a spark, to today, a resource for all of us.

“I can’t remember what year it was but it was a good 
decade ago and I was working at Bicycle World, and an 
engineer named Rob Williams moved to town to work for 
John Deere,” says Hartig. “Rob is a bike rider, and the first 
thing a rider does when they move to town is to go find 
the bike shop. He found me at Bicycle World and our chat 
led to him telling me about the great bike Coop they had in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, and do I think Dubuque would be recep-
tive to something like that? I told him it’s funny you should 
ask, because I’ve been thinking of something similar.”

Hartig’s friend Rick Mihm, the director of the Dubuque 
Rescue Mission, already had a small bike shop in the sub-
basement of the Mission, with the idea being that they 
were providing resources for the residents of the Mission 
to be self-sufficient as it relates to their transportation. 
Rick loved the idea of creating a more dedicated com-
munity bike coop than he could manage himself. The 
mission had space and some fundamental tools, just not 
the people to run it. and there it began, and up until very 
recently the Dubuque Bike Coop remained a division of 
the Dubuque Rescue Mission. Just as of this year, 2021, 
they received their own 501(c)(3) non-profit designation.

a half-dozen like-minded folks came together to help 
build the foundation of the organization, gleaned from 
the local Green Drinks members, the sustainability group 
in town. This made up the first cadre of founding mem-
bers. Being the good idea it was, it naturally outgrew the 

space available in this basement off the back alley of the 
Mission. The group reached out to a variety of landlords 
with vacant space downtown, and The Fisher Compa-
nies, who own and manage a lot of that space, were 
kind enough to support the growth of the Bike Coop by 
providing the space they currently occupy at 2206 Central 
avenue, across from Hartig Drug. (We note here that 
The Fisher Companies have also funded bicycles for the 
Dubuque Police Dept. in the past, so there must be some 
love there for the idea of cycling in Dubuque amongst 
Tony Pfohl and his staff. Thank you for your generosity.)

“as our mission is evolving,” Hartig continues, “we 
determined that the north end of Dubuque would 
be a good place to be located, because affordable 
autonomous transportation is a fundamental need. 
and there are a lot or people around for whom mak-
ing a car payment, or insurance, or for whatever else 
their circumstances may be, that is just not possible 
right now. Maybe they’re just not old enough to drive 
yet. so, a bicycle is a perfect solution for them.

“since our founding, we have collected hundreds of 
bicycles that would often otherwise be destined for the 
landfill. Those bikes have been turned back out onto 
the streets from our checkout program or partnerships 
with other local nonprofits. We have hosted numerous 
public and private workshops and maintenance clinics 
and have promoted bicycling safety at several city-wide 
and school-specific bicycle rodeos and safety checks. We 
have worked with entities such as the City of Dubuque 
and the Downtown neighborhood association to install 
several bike racks and ‘fix-it stations’ around the city.”

But growing pains came early after moving into their 
new space, with a lot of things to work out. In particular, 
there’s no issue bigger than discovering that when word 
gets out that you might have free kids’ bikes, you get 
more attention at your doorstep than you can manage.

“as it relates to kids’ bikes ... kids are kids, and 
they don’t take great care of their stuff,” Hartig says. 
“But when it’s missing, they know it. so, we had kids 
and more kids piling through the door, more than 
we could manage, looking for the free bikes we had 

available. We had to draw the line on that and find 
a new plan for getting bikes to deserving kids.”

The solution they came up with was one that is 
extremely generous while also being responsible and 
professional. now the kids’ bikes that they source, 
bikes which come in as donations, are made safe and 
functional by volunteers at the Coop, and distributed 
for a token amount of money ($25 for anything with 
gears and $10 for anything without gears, meaning 
single-speed coaster brake-style bikes). This separates 
those who truly want and need a bike from those who 
are just lining up because they can get one for free.

“We still do give out bikes annually to deserving 
kids,” says Hartig, “but we realize that we don’t have a 
system set up to discern the merit behind the ask. But 
nellie Kimball at the Dream Center has a system. They 
know who’s got good attendance and participation and 
homework and is taking part in co-curriculars. They know 
the kids that exhibit merit. so the bikes that are given out 
for free are done so as a reward, not as a hand-out. We 
didn’t get to do that in 2020 because of COVID, but in 
many prior years she’d get us a list and we try and fulfill 
the list. We’ve also done some of the same cooperation 
with st. Mark youth enrichment and other organizations.”

But the Coop is about more than just free 
kids’ bikes. a lot more. For adult services, maybe 
it’s best to describe what the Bike Coop is by 
describing what they are not. Per Hartig:

“We are not a for-hire bike shop for labor or for most 
parts. Parts is a gray area because there are a lot of 
handy people at home looking to rehab a bike that not 
likely worth taking to a professional bike shop. expert 
labor and new parts may not be the best solution when 
that work or those parts would exceed the value of the 
bike they want to fix. But on the other hand, it’s not 
worth a thing if it’s not working. so, they might wander 
up here and look for used parts on a cash and carry 
basis to keep the old thing road-worthy. about the only 
parts you’ll find new here are items like brake cables.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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A New Business 
is Renting 
E-Bikes in 
Dubuque!
Following our huge cover story in 
the last issue of 365ink Magazine on 
e-bikes, we discovered that there is 
a new business in Dubuque actually 
dedicated to renting e-bikes locally.

John and sherri Driscoll, found-
ers of Dubuque e-Bikes, rented their 
very first e-bikes in early summer 
2020 and were instantly hooked.

Getting on the road on only two wheels 
again—with the wind in their hair and gor-
geous scenery around every bend—was 
a great way to enjoy the lush landscape 
of Dubuque County without having to 
struggle to maneuver the rolling hills that 
come along with this glorious terrain.

Like so many other couples, John had 
trouble keeping up with the sheri follow-
ing knee surgery, taking the fun out of the 
ride for both of them. They managed to 
get the last specialized e-bike available at 
the time from the Bike shack in Dubuque 
and immediately fell in love with it. They 
took friends who no longer could ride 
easily to join them to ride in ankeny, Ia 
as there were rental options there. Those 
friends were immediate converts and 
have since bought their own e-bikes and 
haven’t looked back. The more they rode, 
the more they felt the desire to share 
their discovery with friends and family.

after that experience, sherri thought, 
“Why doesn’t Dubuque offer these bikes? 
We have some of the most beautiful scen-
ery in the state, yet riding a traditional bike 
would kill the average person old enough 
to appreciate it. everyone should experi-
ence this simple joy, if only for a few hours.”

and the wheels were set in motion 
(literally) to open Dubuque e-Bikes and 
connect the public of all ages and walks of 
life with electronic bicycles. so, they made 
the investment and have a fleet of 12 brand 
new e-bikes on the way, both specialized 
and Giant brands. They also picked up five 
gently-used ones to have ready right away.

John is semi-retired while sherri 
works a full-time “day” job, but together 
they now share their newfound pas-
sion of bringing the joy and freedom 
of cycling to the local area without 
having to purchase an e-Bike, allow-
ing you to ride like a kid again.

as 365ink, we love this opportunity 
for so many reasons. It gives you the 
chance to rent one and see what all the 
fuss is before you might buy your own. 
It gives you access to a bike today, as 
purchasing one is hard to do right now 
with such high demand and low avail-
ability due to COVID supply chain issues. 
and, of course, you can just go ahead 
and rent when you want to ride instead 
of taking the plunge and making the big 
expenditure if you don’t plan to ride a 
lot. also when visitors come to town, 
they don’t have to haul their bikes with 
them. They can take in the sights on the 
e-bikes and give them back, no worries.

you can find Dubuque e-Bikes online 
at DubuqueEBikes.com (make sure 
you have two “e”s together there in the 
middle). as noted earlier, they are so 
new, many of their bikes are still on the 
way. But some are ready to fly now! Call 
563-599-1268 to make a reservation. 
soon, you will be able to pick a bike, 
a time, and a drop off or pickup point 
such as Heritage Pond, Hempstead High 
school, and the Grand River Center. n
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To determine where the line needed to be drawn 
between being an educational opportunity and bike 
repair shop, the crew analyzed the tasks that most 
people come to the Coop to perform and made sure 
to have to tools and supplies on hand that make those 
most basic of repair projects serviceable. If it’s a sig-
nificant part or something they don’t have, they direct 
patrons to the local professional bike shops with a list 
or description of what to get. They can choose to buy 
just the part and go back to the Coop and work another 
night on their own ride. Therefore, the coop is not a 
for-hire repair shop and also not an accessories dealer.

What they are is education and advocacy.
you can tell there is passion for the sport and the 

community importance of cycling for Dave Hartig. 
How often does a guy get off of full-time professional 
work at a local bike shop--in his case, Bicycle World 
on Central avenue in downtown Dubuque--and then 
come over two nights a week and volunteer more hours 
toward that same area of interest as his normal job? 
not just those on those two days. but remember Dave 
is the co-creator and beating heart of this organization. 
He is also the perfect person to explain how profes-
sional bike shops in Dubuque should not see the bike 
Coop as competition or a doubling-up of services.

“We don’t compete, we augment. We are very careful 
about not presenting ourselves, nor acting, like a for-profit 
bike shop. Bicycle World supports the endeavor here, sell-
ing the Coop their sundries, like cables, tires, tubes, etc., 
at straight cost. The governing ethos at Bicycle World is 
that we want butts on bike seats. However that happens 
to butter our bread, great. But our fundamental operat-
ing principle is, if it increases the amount of bike riders in 
the Dubuque community, the rest takes care of itself. so, 
the fact that someone is here with guidance, mentorship 
and a stocked facility with parts and tools is perfect.”

Here’s how it works:
The Coop has a rent-a-bench option, which is a 

donation-based hourly use of all of the Coop’s tools and 
tech, as well as mentorship from its volunteer staff, to 
tackle the project you need to get done. There’s no set fee.

a lot of people will go into bike shops needing to 
do work that they are fully capable of doing them-
selves, but they simply lack the facilities or tools to 
do that work. and let’s be honest, it’s likely good that 
people know or learn how to do many basic main-
tenance functions for their own bicycle in order to 
ensure their own safety, enhance the quality of their 
experience and prolong the life of their ride.

and for bikes that are not really worth putting a lot of 
money into, it would be a misallocation of resources to 
pay a pro to do work that you could do a decent enough 
job of in order to keep you rolling. If you go into any of 
Dubuque’s quality bike shops and they give you an honest 
assessment that your bike is not likely worth spending the 
money it will take for them to bring it back to life for you, 
the bike Coop is your next stop. Here you can either: a) Do 
the work yourself, so the value is still there once the work 
is complete, or B) Donate that bike, and the Coop crew can 
put the love-hours in on it to pass along to another owner 
while you upgrade to a new ride. and if your budget does 
not allow for new ride, you might just find a more suitable 
ride for yourself right here at the Dubuque Bike Coop.

They’re not taking money out of a bike shop’s pocket 
if a patron was not able to invest in a brand-new bike 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

anyway. This way you stay on two wheels and an 
active participant in the Dubuque biking community.

What’s always interesting to Dave and the Coop crew is 
that some people who are least able to give are most gen-
erous when they have an opportunity to do so. I’ve seen 
the same through my experiences with Toys for Tots. Peo-
ple can be kind to a fault because they’ve been there and 
understand the value of what they are receiving. at the 
Coop, they regularly see people make donations to help 
other people afford parts or simply just pay it forward.

“It’s nothing we ask for,” says Hartig. “It’s nothing 
that’s part of our policy. It’s nothing you can codify, 
it just is. so if you ask me what I’m proudest of in this 
organization, on its own merits, it’s how that ‘vibe’ has 
made its way into our operation. That we just talked 
about it with you now is more than we ever talk about 
it, it just happens. It’s a great source of pride for every-
one who volunteers here is that everyone just seems to 
get it. If a guy rolls up and needs to get his bike rolling 
right again, but doesn’t have two nickels to rub together, 
that’s fine. We’re not going to do the work for him. He’s 
going to do it himself and we’re going to help him.”

another element to the operation is the fleet. The 
rental fleet. These are the bikes that you and I can walk 
out the door with for a ridiculously reasonable deposit.

“Our ideal bike is a shop quality (not cheap big-box 
fare) ride that has seen better days. as for the owner of 
that bike, perhaps got a new one? Maybe they kept it 
in the garage a few more years and then one day they 
needed more room and donated it to us. Maybe a local 
pro shop told them that what you need to put into this 
exceeds its value. It’s very possibly true. so they take it 
back home. Well, we can do what we do at the Coop at 
cost, so the metrics are different when assessing value.”

Donated time and parts can turn that bike into a viable 
ride for which resources were not mis-allocated. It then 
becomes part of the Dubuque Bike Coop Rental Fleet.

The rental of a bike is a 90-day term. One of the 
volunteers helps a patron select a bike that is a good 
fit for them, considering their size, age or the planned 
use of the bike. For example, it might be for riding to 
work, or hitting the challenging mountain bike trails 
of the community. The renter gets the bike, fills out a 
rental agreement and pays a deposit commensurate 
to the value of the bike as assessed by the Coop staff. 
It gets City of Dubuque licensed and off they go.

at the end of 90 days, one of two things happens: 
One, it comes back, and the patron gets their deposit 

back minus a $25 wear and tear fee. Think of who this 
might appeal to? a college kid, especially one from 
out of town who doesn’t want to ride in the cold of 
winter anyway; the person trying to get thing back on 
track and needs transportation in the interim; maybe 
someone who lost their license for 90 days for rea-
sons on which you can extrapolate on your own.

“For many people, this is a store of equity,” says 
Hartig. “They made an expenditure, but there is 
value there they can redeem later for their own 
cash with little penalty. That’s of huge potential 
value to people and they don’t often get opportuni-
ties to help themselves that has almost no cost.”

Option 2 is simple. after 90 days, if they want to keep 
the bike, they simply don’t bring it back to get their 
deposit back and it’s theirs to keep. The Coop keeps the 
deposit and you’ve got a happy new bike rider. They 
are not selling any bicycles here, however. That was 
not the goal and is not the business model. They are 
providing solutions to riders with needs. and if those 
needs prove fruitful, the new riders can turn a long-term 
rental into ownership by just not coming back for their 
deposit. and the bike is already licensed in their name.

But you don’t have to be hard-up to come rent a bike. 
not at all. This is for you, this is for everyone. Do you want 
to start riding again? Come rent a bike for three months 
and find out. There are some amazingly nice bikes at 
the Coop. If you find it’s for you, either keep riding the 
bike you’ve come to enjoy or bring it back, pocket your 
deposit and go spend it to make that bigger investment 
you were initially hesitating on. If you don’t find that 
you rode as much as you thought you would, you are 
out a $25 wear and tear fee, but not out the $1,000 you 
might have spent on a bike you weren’t going to ride.

Let’s reiterate the primary point, here, that many of the 
bikes in the rental fleet are diverse in type and value, and 
none of them are clunkers. The Coop won’t let a bad bike 
go out the front door. What all the bikes have in common 
is that they are all perfectly road-worthy rides ready to go 
out the door as they sit. some of them are truly impres-
sive specimens. Those bikes obviously have a larger rental 
deposit, but you can find a very nice ride, in the style you 
want at the Dubuque Bike Coop and your friends on their 
new Treks won’t be making fun of you. Heck, you might 
very well be riding a Trek, too. They do, after all, focus 
on pro-shop level bikes here, just not new ones. On the 
day we were there, there were 54 check-out adult bikes 
to choose from, and just as many kids’ bikes available.

DuBuQue BIKe COOP RePaIR sHOP a sMaLL seLeCTIOn OF THe VaRIOus BIKes aVaILaBLe FOR RenT
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The guys at the Coop echo what is 
surely the bane of many bike service 
professionals when they wish that big 
box stores were not allowed to sell 
bikes. aside from some very cheaply 
made brands, the assembled bikes off 
the shelves are often poorly set-up and 
questionably road-worthy. after wit-
nessing years of nightmare scenarios, 
the Coop members are confident that 
when these bikes are donated, they 
leave here, after getting the TLC treat-
ment, for a second life set up better 
than they ever were in their first life.

They don’t swap bikes at the Coop 
either. you can’t trade-in three old 
bikes and get one better one back.

“It’s not a horse-trading deal,” notes 
Hartig. “all bikes that come into the Coop 
are straight donations only out of the 
goodness of your heart and in support of 
the cause. But there is no quid pro quo.”

Being limited in staff, with volunteers 
only, they obviously would appreciate 
donations being dropped off during open 
hours, but they are flexible and it can be 
accommodated; they may come to you 
home to pick up donated bikes as well.

speaking of volunteers, COVID wasn’t 
all bad for the Dubuque Bike Coop.

“a great thing happened last year,” 
says Hartig. “First of all, Josh Ruer came 
to us at the Coop as a volunteer, and he 
has an incredible skill set. and it turns 
out he’s got some time to give. This is 
all a volunteer organization, so we all 
have day jobs, which is why our hours 
are limited to Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6-8 p.m. But Josh lives close by and 
a willing and able partner in his fiancé, 
who accompanies him here on those 
evenings. so because of his presence, the 
amount of work that has come through 
here, even during the time of COVID, 
even with drastically reduced volunteer 
participation, is magnitudes greater than 
it was before. all for the impact of one 
trained motivated volunteer, standing 

right there.” (Dave then pointed to 
Josh, who was chiming into the con-
versation while actively working on the 
hydraulic disc brakes of a donated bike 
to be offered through the program).

as the prolific writer of this story, 
my personal experience with the coop 
started a couple of months ago. after 
getting myself an e-bike, which you may 
have read about in the cover story of 
the previous issue of 365ink, we brought 
my wife’s traditional bike down to the 
Coop after a few years of hanging in the 
garage to get it road-worthy again. Being 
complete novices when if comes to bike 
maintenance, Josh showed us what to 
check on the bike and helped diagnose 
what was wrong with Christy’s decades 
old 15-speed Diamond Back. The chain 
was locked-up and a wheel was out of 
true. We learned how to tighten spokes 
to take the wobble out of a wheel as well 
as how to dislodge a locked-up chain. 
We also learned how to lube a brake 
line. all new to us. sadly, on our first 
ride of the reconditioned bike, that chain 
we got working again was apparently 
further gone than were thought and it 
broke. But then again, after trying out 
my e-bike, the matter of getting her own 
e-bike was a foregone conclusion. so 
her Diamond Back will be going to the 
Coop as a donation to get a new chain 
and resume a new life for a new rider.

Two months later, I even took her 
brand new aventon e-bike down to learn 
what was causing a squeak in the brakes 
and for the derailleur to be misaligned. 
This time, Dave talked me through what 
a rear derailleur hanger was, how they 
can be bent, and how to check that. sure 
enough, it was not perfectly straight, 
and the bike was having trouble drop-
ping into the middle gears. We bent 
them in just a bit with a tool I didn’t 
know existed and immediate the bike 
started to switch gears smooth as butter. 
I wouldn’t even have had any idea that 
that is that can cause that problem, but 
now I know and can look for it myself 
next time, if there even is a next time.

Time well-spent. Donation well-
spent. Lessons well-learned.

This is a wonderful resource for 
riders of all levels, of all means and all 
ages. Check them out for yourself, and 
don’t let any obstacle come between 
you and reconnecting with the joy 
and freedom of riding a bike. n

Dubuque Bike Coop
DUBUQUEBIKECOOP.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/DUBUQUEBIKECOOP
DUBUQUEBIKES@GMAIL.COM
Public Hours: Tue and Thu: 6–8 PM
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Music in the 
Gardens 
Concert 
Series 
Returns for 
the 2021 
Season
Story by Sara Eliot Steuer 
Photos by General Bob Felderman

This year is the year of the comeback. From festivals 
and farmers’ markets to the arts and live music, 2021 is 
marking the return to life as we once knew it. and this 
year in particular is looking tremendous for Music in 
the Gardens, says executive Director of the Dubuque 
arboretum and Botanical Gardens, sandi Halgersen. 
“It feels like a revival, like a renewal.” as a Dubuque 
tradition that was greatly missed during the pandemic 

shutdown in 2020, Music in the Gardens is a popular 
and much beloved weekly summertime concert series 
that brings a fun and often nostalgic blend of musical 
offerings to the Tri-states each year. Halgersen and all 
involved are excited that the series will once again be 
returning with a full 13-week concert schedule which 
includes both long-standing favorites and new acts alike.

Running from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. every sunday evening 
from June 6 to aug. 29, the series will once again offer an 
array of high-quality musical acts ranging from big band 
to blues and jazz, from rock and Motown to an ever-popu-
lar selection of tribute bands. This year’s options guar-
antee that there is something for everyone, and the best 
part is that, as always, all concerts are presented free of 
charge thanks to the long-standing partnership between 
the arboretum and the Dubuque arts Council (DaC).

Music in the Gardens is one of two major annual pro-
grams helmed by the Dubuque arts Council, along with 
their artist-in-Residence program which brings four live 
performance residences to Tri-state area schools each 
year. The DaC’s education and entertainment mission is to 
provide diverse, multi-disciplinary, artistic, and educational 
opportunities to expand cultural horizons and improve 
the quality of life; and as long-time attendees can attest, 
Music in the Gardens certainly fits that bill by adding to 
the vibrant fabric of cultural events available in Dubuque.

Known for its plentiful summer festivals, cultural 
events, and art on the River sculpture installation 
amongst others, Dubuque has a reputation for com-
munity enrichment through investment in the arts, and 
Music in the Gardens has been a long-running fixture on 
the scene since its inception more than 25 years ago. The 
concert series continues to provide a unique listening 

experience where concert-goers are treated not only 
to great music but to the lush beauty of the Dubuque 
arboretum and Botanical Gardens as well. “It’s great 
to see the patrons participate in the concerts. you see 
kids dancing, adults dancing, and grandparents danc-
ing with their grandchildren. It’s a wonderful atmosphere 
and has become the place to be on sunday evenings.”

This year, back by popular demand, there are several 
tribute acts including June’s Got the Cash, a tribute to 
Johnny & June Cash; The Ted Vigil Trio with a spot-on 
tribute to John Denver; and Ralph Kluesman’s ever-
popular Beatles Tribute, amongst a number of others. 
In addition to the tribute acts, Music in the Gardens 
will also feature The Dubuque symphony Orchestra, 
Hunter Fuerste’s american Vintage Orchestra, and 
Mama Tess & the Chain of Fools who bring a combina-
tion of rock, blues, and jazz to the garden’s stage.

For the first time, The sax section of the neophonic 
Orchestra based in Madison, WI, will be playing Music 
in the Gardens, with their concert serving as the series 
opener on June 6. Halgersen shared with us that because 
of the pandemic, some long-time favorite artists were 
no longer available, having disbanded as a result of lost 
income in 2020. In the case of the neophonic Orchestra, 
a new addition to the series roster, Halgersen is excited 
to be able to book an act that hasn’t played the gardens 
before and hopes that concert-goers not only enjoy the 
new act but also appreciate the simple fact that live music 
is once again being played and enjoyed by the community.

according to Halgersen, once you’ve been to one of 
the concerts, the series sells itself. “We don’t even have 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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Music in the Gardens Schedule
SUNDAYS: JUNE 6–AUGUST 29 @ 6:30 PM 
DUBUQUE ARBORETUM PACKARD PAVILION (3800 ARBORETUM DR)

June 6: The Sax Section
Five saxes, piano, bass , drums, and 
vocals come together as an abbrevi-
ated alternative to the full neophonic 
Jazz Orchestra… with the same great 
neophonic sound! Presented by 
the Dubuque arboretum and spon-
sored by the Mcnamer Family.

June 13: Mama Tess & 
The Chain of Fools
This powerful nine-piece band 
based in Dubuque offers a wide, 
eclectic variety of music. Presented 
by the Dubuque arboretum and 
sponsored by Riley subaru.

June 20: Hunter Fuerste 
American Vintage Orchestra
an authentic recreation of the big band 
era, the music of 1935 to 1945, in “swing 
Out! The Big Band show.” The show fea-
tures recreations of the original hits of 
Glenn Miller, Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, 
artie shaw, Benny Goodman, Harry 
James, Count Basie, and many others. 
Presented by The Dubuque arts Council.

June 27: The Dubuque 
Symphony Orchestra
The stellar symphonic entertainment 
you know from Dubuque’s own sym-
phony Orchestra in a beautiful setting, 
so close to the 4th you might just get 
some patriotic tunes in the mix. Pre-
sented by The Dubuque arts Council.

July 4: Rita Harvey Trio—
Heart Like A Wheel
a Tribute to the music of Linda Ron-
stadt celebrates one of the most 
beloved and versatile pop singers of 
the past five decades. Broadway star, 
Rita Harvey, also happens to be a 
Dubuque native. she is backed up by 
four incredible rock musicians. Pre-
sented by The Dubuque arts Council.

July 11: Carol King Tribute
a tribute to singer-songwriter Car-
ole King’s hits such as “you’ve Got a 
Friend,” “It’s Too Late,” and “I Feel the 
earth Move,” featuring Luke Viertel. Pre-
sented by The Dubuque arts Council.

July 18: June’s Got the Cash
The Midwest’s favorite and most 
popular Johnny Cash and June Carter 
tribute show for over a decade featuring 
classic country comedy bits, historical 

stories, vintage costumes, and, of 
course, all-time classic country songs. 
Presented by The Dubuque arts Council

July 25: The Moonlighters
Bringing together two seasoned musi-
cians and incredibly talented vocalists, 
The Moonlighters pull from a thousand 
songs in their repertoire from country, 
pop, and Motown to rock from the ‘50s 
all the way up through today. Pre-
sented by The Dubuque arts Council

August 1: Kids From Wisconsin
The 22 singer-dancers and a 14-piece 
show band made up of the state’s most 
potential-filled young performers have 
been touring the Midwest since 1969, 
performing inspiring and entertain-
ing musical productions. Presented 
by The Dubuque arts Council

August 8: Fortunate Sons
using original vintage gear and instru-
ments, accurate costumes, and spot-on 
musical ability, Fortunate sons instantly 
conjure up the full experience of seeing 
Creedence Clearwater Revival in their 
prime. Presented by the Dubuque arbo-
retum and sponsored by Premier Bank.

August 15: Ted Vigil  
(John Denver Tribute)
In addition to an uncanny resemblance 
to the late country star, Ted Vigil sounds 
remarkably similar to John Denver 
during his live concert performances 
featuring Denver’s greatest hits. Pre-
sented by the Dubuque arboretum and 
sponsored by Cottingham & Butler.

August 22: Denny Diamond 
(Neil Diamond Tribute)
a grandstanding presence around the 
country and one of the most sought-
after acts since he started gracing 
venues and events nationwide over 
the last 20 years, Denny Diamond’s 
baritone vocal approach is reminis-
cent of neil Diamond himself. Pre-
sented by the Dubuque arboretum 
and sponsored by Fidelity Bank.

August 29: Ralph Kluseman 
(Beatles Tribute)
your local Beatles tribute band where 
every song is instantly recognizable 
and you’ll find yourself singing along. 
Presented by the Dubuque arboretum 
and sponsored by anderson-Weber.
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to try to get people to come. They just 
show up week after week.” This can be 
attested to in the numbers the event has 
drawn in the past, which have ranged 
from as many as 1,000 to 3,000 people 
every sunday throughout the summer 
with people coming as early as 3 p.m. 
to stake out their favorite spots. This 
year Halgersen is expecting a larger 
crowd after an overwhelming response 
to an email sent out announcing the 
series’ return. she advises people to 
plan to arrive early to ensure getting a 
good spot but not to let the numbers 
intimidate you since the beauty of this 
outdoor venue is that the music can be 
heard throughout the sprawling garden 
complex. There is always a comfortable 
spot to be found to enjoy the band, and 
attendees are free to wander the property 
taking in the sights or even to sit in their 
vehicles while still enjoying the music.

With the lush, mature tree canopy 
providing plentiful protection from the sun, 
even on the hottest summer days, there’s 
always a cool breeze throughout the gar-
dens. Dancing is encouraged, as is bringing 
your own lawn chair or picnic blanket to 
spread out on the grass as bench seating 
is limited. and while Halgersen encour-
ages guests to bring their own food and 
beverages, and even a good bottle of wine, 
there will once again be refreshments 
available for purchase on-site provided by 
Hy-Vee, and ice cream from the Lions Club 
of Dubuque, with a portion of the proceeds 
from both benefiting the arboretum.

Halgersen points out the fact that 
Music in the Gardens isn’t a fundraiser, 
it’s what the arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens considers a “friend-raiser,” a 
great way of connecting with the local 
community but not a source of sig-
nificant income for the organization. 
as such, she encourages concert-goers 
to support these local food vendors as 

well as the show’s various hosts and 
sponsors, who in large part help make 
the concert series possible and keep the 
entrance price free for the community.

In this spirit of community inclusive-
ness, the park added a new row of 
handicapped-accessible parking spaces 
near the venue location in 2019 to create 
more options for people with mobility 
issues attending the shows. a large rea-
son for this is that the arboretum works 
with many local retirement communities, 
like Bethany Home who sends shuttles 
to the events, to set up special seating 
ahead of time for their residents who 
attend. Halgersen encourages care facility 
groups to call ahead so that arrange-
ments can be made in advance and says 
that seating is typically set up behind the 
band, under the bandshell, to provide 
protection from the sun and keep listen-
ers safe in a comfortable, stable area. 
It’s this kind of attention to the needs of 
the community that makes the event an 
accessible option for everyone, attracting 
concert-goers of all ages to the shows.

But make no mistake, Music in the Gar-
dens 2021 remains committed to being 
a concert series for everyone, drawing a 
diverse crowd that spans the generations, 
from children and families to couples and 
retirees alike. By keeping it a free event, 
it also affords the entire community an 
equal opportunity to enjoy the arts in 
Dubuque, with the ultimate mission being 
to provide free, high-quality entertain-
ment that the entire family can enjoy.

so, grab your favorite blanket, pack a 
picnic, and pick up a bottle of wine or a 
local craft brew, and make your way to 
the Dubuque arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens every sunday evening to cel-
ebrate the return of Music in the Gardens, 
and enjoy yet another great chance to let 
loose in 2021, the year of the comeback.

For more information and a complete 
concert schedule, see the included side-
bar or visit DubuqueArboretum.net. n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20



Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...
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on Social Media!

“The best view in the world”, says photographer Robert Schmitt, before the green fl ag dropped on racing at the 300 Raceway in Farley, Iowa.

Air Supply signs autographs on 

stage before their return concert 

at Five Flags Arena after 40 years.

Photo by Bob Felderman.

The peregrine falcons nesting 
annually atop the roof of the Dubuque 
County Courthouse welcome the fi rst 
of their hatchlings for the season.

This social media P.R. shot of Garth 
Brooks reading fans’ tweets about his 

upcoming concert tour caught him eyeing 
a post from Dubuquer Jeff Lenhart who is 

planning to catch the tour twice.

Jennifer Tigges stumbles across the mother of all morel mushrooms while photographing maidenhair ferns at the Mines of Spain with Pamela Brandt who captured this image. 

Brazen Open Kitchen collaborates with the soon-to-be Birds fried chicken restaurant to fry-up some amazing chicken sandwiches for the opening of the Millwork Night Market season.

Tom Rauen takes 1st place during 

the fi fty-four mile, eight-hour-

long Galena Sky Trail Races,

setting a new course record.

No, that’s not Waldo, but he is 

drawing free caricatures of 
visitors to Travel Dubuque’s 

Food Truck Friday event in 
Washington Park.

Amber Bettcher ard her 
friends Jennifer, Jennifer 
and, um... Jennifer, are all 
excited for the start of the 

Clay Walker / Tracy Lawrence 
concert at Five Flags Arena.

Submit your photo by using 

Area musicians celebrate Bob Dylan’s 80th birthday with an outdoor show at the new VOICES Productions venue on Central Ave. while a mural of Dylan was being painted on the building.

Boy Band Review joined Pop 

Rocks for a night of r
etro, 

fun-loving dance music at the 

Five Flags Arena.
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DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Classics 4
SATURDAY, JUNE 5 @ 2 AND 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, JUNE 6 @ 2 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER
The Dubuque symphony Orches-
tra brings their fi nal performance of 
the season, Classics 4, to the Five 
Flags Theater on June 5 and 6.

British composer samuel Coleridge-
Taylor was one of the more popular 
composers in england and the united 
states during the turn of the 20th century. 
His lively Novelette, Op. 52 No. 4 opens 
this program with tremendous energy.

William Grant still was the fi rst 
african-american to have a symphony 
performed by a major u.s. orches-
tra. His Serenade is an evocative tone 
poem in which the harp adds great 
style to the strings and woodwinds.

Mozart’s fi nal symphony, a masterpiece 
of style and counterpoint, is the corner-
stone of these concerts. Mozart biogra-
pher Georg von nissen wrote about this 
symphony, “In no work of this kind does 
the divine spark of genius shine more 
brightly and beautifully.” DsO Principal 
Trumpet Wes skidgel is featured in a 

beautiful trumpet concerto by Johann 
Hummel, a friend and pupil of Mozart’s.

Despite the recent city ordinance 
change on mask usage, guidelines 
outlined by the DsO at the begin-
ning of the 20/21 season will still be in 
eff ect. all patrons, musicians (when 
possible), and staff  will be required to 
wear masks and follow social distancing 
guidelines. socially distanced seat-
ing is still in place, and the concert will 
be performed without intermission.

Tickets start at $16. Visit 
DubuqueSymphony.org for fur-
ther information and updates. n

Corey Taylor
TUESDAY, JUNE 15 @ 7:30 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
The frontman for both GRaMMy® 
award-winning multi-platinum 
juggernaut slipknot and platinum 
rock force stone sour brings the 
voice that rallied millions of fans 
across the globe to Dubuque, 
this time as a solo artist. Corey 
Taylor’s CMFTour will take over 
the Five Flags arena stage on 
Tuesday, June 15 at 7:30 p.m.

uncompromising, unfi ltered, 
and undeniable in any arena, Corey 
Taylor is a New York Times bestsell-
ing author as well as an actor with a 
myriad fi lm and television credits.

Impacting generations of fans and 
peers alike, his voice roars across six 
slipknot albums. With two gold-cer-
tifi ed albums and a platinum single, 
stone sour have notched fi ve Top 
10 debuts on the Billboard 200 and 
garnered Loudwire’s Rock album 
of the Decade for House of Gold & 
Bones—Part 1, which also spawned 
its own Dark Horse Comics graphic 
novel of the same name by Taylor.

His debut solo eff ort, CMFT, made 
history with the powerful single 
“Black eyes Blue” reaching no. 1 at 
active Rock Radio making Taylor the 
fi rst artist in the history of the format 
to reach no. 1 with three separate 
projects, following chart-topping 
eff orts from slipknot and stone sour.

Taylor fi rst crashed the New York 
Times Best seller List with Seven 
Deadly Sins in 2011, occupying the 
chart for four weeks. He followed 
it up with three popular tomes: 
A Funny Thing Happened On The 
Way To Heaven, You’re Making Me 
Hate You, and America 51. Mean-
while, his fi lmography encom-
passes Fear Clinic, Doctor Who, 
Offi  cer Downe, and Sharknado 4.

The rare renaissance man who 
can give a symposium at Oxford 
university and headline heavy music 
festivals around the globe, Taylor 
forever challenges culture to think, 
dream, and scream along with him.

Tickets are $57. n

Lanco
FRIDAY, JUNE 25 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Lanco with special guest Brittany Ray 
bring a special country show to the Five 
Flags arena on Friday, June 25 at 7 p.m.

Lanco continues to pave its course 
after the success of their double platinum 
radio chart-topper “Greatest Love story” 
and critically acclaimed gold hit “Born To 
Love you.”The fi ve-man band’s no. 1 selling 
debut and coming-of-age album, Hallelujah 
Nights, made Lanco the fi rst country group 
to debut at no. 1 on the Billboard Country 
albums charts in 10 years. now they have 
dropped two irresistibly nostalgic tracks 
“Old Camaro” and “What I see,” which 
serves as their new single at country radio.

The 2018 academy of Country Music 
award win for new Group of the year 
follows multiple nominations from the 

Country Music association, Country Music 
Television, american Music awards, and 
iHeartRadio awards. additionally, front-
man Brandon Lancaster became the fi rst 
member of a group to ever win the nash-
ville songwriters association Internation-
al’s songwriter/artist of the year honor.

Dubuque-native, nashville-based 
singer-songwriter Brittany Ray incorpo-
rates catchy melodies and driving electric 
guitar riff s with storytelling lyrics into her 
songs. Her fi rst recorded and released 
song was a duet written and sung with 
Richie McDonald from Lonestar titled 
“Love Is Worth It.” In 2016, she released 
her debut self-titled eP that was pro-
duced by country singer Jamie O’neal.

Tickets start at $30. n

Events at 
Five Flags
The Five Flags Center is located at 405 Main St. in Downtown 
Dubuque. Face coverings and physical distancing are required in 
accordance with Five Flags Center’s VenueShield protocols and local 
regulations. Fees may apply to ticket purchases. Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster.com or at the Five Flags Center Box O�  ce. For more 
information, call 563-589-4254 or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

FEAtURE stoRy
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Styx
SATURDAY, JULY 3 @ 6 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
One of America’s greatest 
rock and roll bands will make 
their Five Flags Center debut 
on Saturday, July 3. The show 
will begin earlier than usual so 
attendees have time to travel to 
viewing locations for Dubuque’s 
annual fireworks over the Missis-
sippi River later that evening.

The six men comprising Styx 
draw from more than four decades 
of barn-burning chart hits, joy-
ous singalongs, and hard-driving 
deep cuts. Like a symphony 
that builds to a satisfying cre-
scendo, a Styx set covers a wide 
range of stylistic cornerstones.

Originally formed in 1972, Styx 
hit its stride with guitarist/vocal-
ist Tommy Shaw’s first LP with the 
band, 1976’s Crystal Ball, which 
included the Top 40 hit “Mademoi-
selle.” They then became the first 
group to score four triple-platinum 
albums in a row: The Grand Illu-
sion (1977), Pieces of Eight (1978), 
Cornerstone (1979), and Paradise 
Theater (1981). Over the ensuing 

decade, Styx weathered the shifting 
winds of the public’s musical taste, 
reconvening for a highly success-
ful 1996 Return to Paradise tour.

Styx has continued to receive 
praise for its live performances into 
the 21st century. On the 2006 live 
album One With Everything, they 
joined Cleveland’s Contemporary 
Youth Orchestra to create a hybrid 
orchestral rock blend for the ages. 
The band performed at its peak in 
tackling every track of two of their 
finest platinum-selling albums on 
2011’s The Grand Illusion/Pieces of 
Eight Live. Styx also re-recorded 
two full discs of classic mate-
rial for the aptly-titled Regen-
eration Volume I & II, released 
in 2011 and 2012, respectively.

The current lineup of STYX 
includes Shaw, Ricky Phillips (bass/
vocals), Todd Sucherman (drums), 
Lawrence Gowan (keyboard/
vocals), Chuck Panozzo (bass), and 
James “JY” Young (guitar/vocals). 
Welcome to The Grand Evolution!

Tickets start at $33. n

Additional Concerts & Events
Buckcherry w/ Core and Jabber Box 
Thursday, August 5 @ 7 PM

Blackberry Smoke 
Sunday, August 29 @ 8 PM

The Texas Tenors 
Saturday, September 4 @ 8 PM

QuadCon 
Sunday, October 3 @ 10 AM–4 PM

Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, Twista, and Do or Die 
Saturday, October 23 @ 8 PM

Home Free—The Dive Bar Saints World Tour 
Friday, November 12 @ 8 PM

Postmodern Jukebox— 
The Grand Reopening Tour 
Wednesday, December 8 @ 7 PM

Lindsey Stirling’s 
The Artemis Tour
FEATURING KEISZA
MONDAY, JULY 5 @ 7 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Lindsey stirling remains fearless enough 
to always dream big. In the more than five 
years since the release of her 2012 self-
titled debut, the electronic music impre-
sario, violinist, dancer, and artist quietly 
and humbly became one of the 21st cen-
tury’s most innovative stars by clinging to 
her groundbreaking vision of cinematic 
violin-driven electronic music. experience 
Lindsey stirling’s The artemis Tour on 
Monday, July 5 at the Five Flags arena.

after bowing at no. 2 on the Billboard 
Top 200 and no. 1 on the Dance/elec-
tronic album Chart, holding no. 1 on the 
Classical album Chart for 21 consecutive 
weeks, and receiving a Billboard Music 
award for “Top Dance/electronic album,” 
her sophomore opus, Shatter Me, would 
not only garner an RIaa Gold certifica-
tion, but it would rank as the no. 2 Dance/
electronic album and no. 1 Classical album 
on Billboard’s 2015 year-end charts.

attracting over 11 million subscrib-
ers and 2 billion-plus views on youTube, 
Forbes placed Lindsey at no. 4 on its 

2015 youTube artists list, making her 
the highest-ranked female. Her literary 
debut, The Only Pirate at the Party, co-
written with her sister Brook s. Passey, 
became a New York Times Bestseller.

Lindsey’s third studio album, Brave 
Enough, debuted at no. 5 on Billboard’s 
Top 200 album Chart, went on to score 
the no. 1 spot on the publication’s year-
end Top Dance/electronic album list, and 
earned stirling a 2017 Billboard Music 
award for “Top Dance/electronic album.”

a motivational speaker in her 
spare time, stirling uses her own 
story to show teenagers that you’ve 
got to have confidence in the very 
thing that makes you unique—then, 
wait for the world to catch up.

Tickets start at $35. n

Kip Moore
WITH LAINEY WILSON AND GABE LEE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA
Platinum-selling and multiple award-win-
ning country singer Kip Moore will make 
his Five Flags Center debut on saturday, 
Dec. 4. He will be joined by rising country 
stars Gabe Lee and Lainey Wilson.

Kip Moore burst onto the country 
music landscape in the fall of 2011 with 
his breakthrough single, “somethin’ 
Bout a Truck” followed by two additional 
Top 10 singles, “Beer Money” and “Hey 
Pretty Girl.” The success of those songs 
pushed his debut album, Up All Night, to 
a platinum sales certification, as well as 
spots in the Top 10 of both the Billboard 
country and pop albums rankings.

Moore’s latest single, “she’s Mine,” was 
a Top 20 hit on the Country airplay chart 
while also receiving recognition from the 
Bubbling under Hot 100 singles ranking.

Moore won the new artist of the year 
award from the Country Music asso-
ciation in 2014. He’s also been recog-
nized at both the CMT Music awards 
and the american Country awards.

In addition to his musical career, he 
also operates the Kip’s Kids Fund char-
ity, which provides alternative outlets 

for inner-city and small town children to 
engage in healthy habits and physical 
activities. To date, the fund has created 
skate parks in five locations includ-
ing Moore’s hometown of Tifton, Ga.

Lainey Wilson released her debut 
album Sayin’ What I’m Thinkin’ this past 
February. Lead single “Things a Man 
Oughta Know” has already reached 
the Top 30 of Billboard’s Hot Coun-
try and Country airplay charts.

singer-songwriter Gabe Lee released 
his second album, Honky Tonk Hell, 
earlier this year, which details his life 
growing up in nashville and remaining 
there as he pursues a music career. The 
album has received glowing reviews.

Tickets start at $33. n
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Big Medicine
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

DR Band
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Miles Nielsen & The Rusted 
Hearts w/ Boogie Monster
6 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Rock Steady
6 PM @ Frentress Lake 
Bar & Grill

Tony Walker
6 PM @ Midtown Marina

Andreas Transo
6 PM @ Frank 
O’Dowd’s Irish Pub

Picnic Basket Concerts: 
Lily Stella Maris
6 PM @ Council Hill Station

Leo David & Danny Parker
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Ky & Ty
7 PM @ Grape Escape

The Resistors
7 PM @ Cajun Jack’s, Elizabeth

Big Mojo
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Allegro Audio Warehouse & 
Rooftop Rave
8 PM @ Smokestack

Marques Morel
8 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Steve Kalmes
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Zero2Sixty
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Dealbreakers
8 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Meghan Davis
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

sun 5/30
Casey Klein
10 AM @ Coconut Cove

RatchetJaw Duo
Noon @ Coconut Cove

Steve McIntyre
Noon @ Galena Cellars 
Vineyard

Johnnie Walker
1 PM @ The Yardarm

LA Drive
1 PM @ Highway 20 Brewing, 
Elizabeth

A Few Blind Mice
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn (deck)

Rock Steady
2 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Big Mojo
2 PM @ Frentress Lake 
Bar & Grill

Michael Glenn Duo
2 PM @ Off  Shore

Triple Threat
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

The Wundos
2:30 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store

Secrets
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

RatchetJaw Duo
3 PM @ Coconut Cove

Adam Bartels Band
3 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

The Wundos
3 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store

Bryce & Dayton
4 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Kristina Marie Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Sushi Roll
8 PM @ The Yardarm

MOn 5/31
Jeff  Theisen
1 PM @ The Yardarm

Casey Klein
2 PM @ Off  Shore

Brews Brothers w/ Denny Garcia
2 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

WeD 6/2
Mid-Week Market
Marty Raymon @ 4 PM
Struggle @ 6 PM
11th and Iowa St

Danny Parker Project
6 PM @ Grape Escape

THu 5/27
Jimmy Welty Band
5 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub, East DBQ

Cruisin’ Thursday: 
Elizabeth Mary
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave, 
East DBQ, IL

Lojo Russo
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Who Are These Guys
6:30 PM @ The Yardarm

Tiny Concert Series: Sam Day
7 PM @ B-Spoke Bar

FRI 5/28
Kickoff  2 Summer: 
LoveMonkeys, Tanner Lee & 
The Beach Bums, Bad Hair
5 PM @ DBQ County 
Fairgrounds

Sam Day
6 PM @ Wicked Dame

Bryce & Dayton
6 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Three Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Mini Monster Duo
6 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn (deck)

The Lonely Goats
6 PM @ Frentress Lake 
Bar & Grill

Andreas Transo
6 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s 
Irish Pub

The Beaux
6 PM @ Iron Horse Social Club

Superkick Dudes
7 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

3 On The Tree
7 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

Comedy w/ James Draper
8 PM @ Denny’s Lux Club

Wicked Liz & The Belly Swirls
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Asher Cataldo
8 PM @ Two Gingers

Silent Ire and High Five Sinners
9 PM @ Smokestack

Ken Osterhaus
9:30 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

saT 5/29
Ace Jones
11 AM @ Coconut Cove

Steve Kalmes
11 AM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

Bryce & Dayton
2 PM @ Off  Shore

Kampfi re Kings
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Ky & Ty
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Roy Schroedl
2 PM @ Highway 20 Brewing, 
Elizabeth

Winterlong
2 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

A Pirate Over 50
3 PM @ Trackside Patio

Johnnie Walker
3 PM @ Coconut Cove

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
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THu 6/3
Cruisin’ Thursday: Ron Lubbers 
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Taste of Summer (Series): 
Amber & Adam Beck,  
Elizabeth Mary Band 
6 PM @ National Mississippi 
River Museum & Aquarium

Nutsy Turtle & Lori G 
6 PM @ Maquoketa 
Summer Concert Series

Dan Whitson 
6 PM @ Midtown Marina

Roy Schroedl 
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Casey Klein 
6:30 PM @ The Yardarm

Tiny Concert Series:  
Gypsy & Resident 
7 PM @ B-Spoke Bar

FRI 6/4
Danny Whitson 
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Yellow Brick Road 
6 PM @ Wicked Dame

Secrets 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Clark Wilkinson 
6 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Laura McDonald & Jeff Weydert 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

River of Music: The Side Project 
6 PM @ Ingleside Park,  
Guttenberg

Meghan Davis 
6 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s  
Irish Pub

Danny Parker Project 
6 PM @ Pig Minds Brewing Co.

Rock Steady 
7 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Jimmy Welty Band 
7 PM @ Frentress Lake

Shekinah King 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Hard Salami 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

saT 6/5
Mark Zalaznik 
11 AM @ Coconut Cove

Steve McIntyre 
11 AM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

DSO: Classics 4 
2 & 7:30 PM @ Five Flags  
Theater

Rock Steady 
2 PM @ Massey Marina

Johnnie Walker 
2 PM @ Off Shore

Jeff Theisen 
2 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Darin Shireman 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Tom Rucker 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Hangin’ Around Band 
3 PM @ Coconut Cove

Dan Peart 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

Laura McDonald &  
Marcus De Jesus 
6 PM @ Wicked Dame

Tony Walker 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

The Resistors 
6 PM @ Frentress Lake  
Bar & Grill

Meghan Davis 
6 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s  
Irish Pub

Temple Hill Road 
7 PM @ Dimensional Brew Co.

Todd McDonough 
7 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

The Knockoffs 
7 PM @ Knicker’s Saloon

Brews Brothers 
7 PM @ Hazel Green 
Street Dance

Mark Zalaznik 
7 PM @ Midtown Marina

Chad Elliott 
7 PM @ Cajun Jack’s, Elizabeth

Rooftop Party w/ DJ Nita Beat 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Todd McDonough 
8 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Full BOAR 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Eli Alger 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sun 6/6
Massey Road 
1 PM @ Knickers

Ace Jones 
1 PM @ The Yardarm

Joie Wails 
1 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Jimmy Welty Band 
1 PM @ River’s Massey Marina

DSO: Classics 4 
2 PM @ Five Flags Theater

The Resistors 
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn (deck)

Elizabeth Mary (Solo) 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Jef Spradley 
2 PM @ Off Shore

Tony Walker 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ Stone Cliff

Mick Staebell 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

The Blue2 
3 PM @ Tabor Home Winery

Winterlong 
3 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store

The Bar Flies 
3:30 PM @ Frentress Lake  
Bar & Grill

Mark Zalaznik 
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

The Lonely Goats 
4 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Music in the Gardens: 
Neophonic Jazz Orchestra 
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum

Tue 6/8
Summer Nights at the Plaza: 
Down From The Hills 
6 PM @ Schreiner Memorial 
Library, Lancaster

WeD 6/9
Mid-Week Market 
John Miller @ 4 PM 
Bailey Von Dayne @ 6 PM 
11th and Iowa St

Corey Jenny 
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Trivia Night 
8 PM @ Southend Tap

NIGHTLIFE
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THu 6/10
Cruisin’ Thursday:  
Tony and the Tiger Kings 
5:30 PM @ Sinsinawa Ave,  
East DBQ, IL

Jordan Danielsen 
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Dirty Water Boys 
6:30 PM @ The Yardarm

Tiny Concert Series:  
Joshua Sinclair 
7 PM @ B-Spoke Bar

Jazz & Beyond 
9 PM @ Wicked Dame

FRI 6/11
Food Truck Friday:  
Ralph Kluseman 
11:30 PM @ Washington Park

Bonfire Jam (Gladdy & Bob’s 
Open Mic Reunion) 
5 PM @ Council Hill Station

John Moran 
6 PM @ Wicked Dame

Roy Schroedl 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Sam Day 
6 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Steve & Randy 
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

River of Music:  
Steve & Michele, Just for Fun 
6 PM @ Ingleside Park,  
Guttenberg

Big Mojo 
6 PM @ Frentress Lake  
Bar & Grill

The Michael Mikrut Band 
6 PM @ Coconut Cove

The Lonely Goats 
6 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

Johnnie Walker 
6 PM @ Potosi Brewing

Driftmore Takeover (Rooftop 
Rave) w/ SO CALLED, 
NOLEPAHNT, Immersa, Earl 
Dernhardt, Thysbe, Pagliar, 
Staring Contest 
7 PM @ Smokestack

4th & 20 
7 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

Jordan Danielsen & Jef Spradley 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Galena Pride Kick Off Show 
7 PM @ Ashton Hills Farm,  
Galena

Jake Simon 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Variety Show (Name That 
Tune) w/ Shane Blakely 
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

saT 6/12
Music On The Mountain: 
Laura & Robbie & The Barflies, 
The Broken Rubber Band, The 
Struggle, Catfish Murphy 
10 AM–9:30 PM @ 
Sundown Mountain

Pat Kennedy & Boot Hefel Duo 
11 AM @ Coconut Cove

A Pirate Over 50 
11 AM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

Hill Fest: 
Not Dead Yet @ Noon 
The Resistors @ 3 PM 
Gladdy Ressler & Jamie Jones 
Family Band @ 6 PM 
Kofi Baker @ 7:30 PM 
Council Hill Station

Galena Pride Picnic: Dueling 
Pianos, Drag Performance 
1 PM @ Grant Park, Galena

The Other Two 
2 PM @ Off Shore

Mark Zalaznik 
2 PM @ Millennium Bar & Marina

LA Suess 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Elizabeth Mary 
3 PM @ Coconut Cove

Johnnie Walker 
4 PM @ Son Chasers, Cassville

A Pirate Over 50 
5 PM @ Galena Cellars 
Downtown

Roy Schroedl 
5 PM @ City Service Brewing,  
Darlington

Joie Wails 
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Cascade Rockin’ On The River: 
Catfish Murphy Band 
6 PM @ Cascade Riverview 
Amphitheater

The Lonely Goats 
6 PM @ Frentress Lake Bar & Grill

Downtown Summer Nights: 
Ziegried Underground 
6:30 PM @ Downtown Dyersville

Back Booth Alley 
7 PM @ Midtown Marina

Searchlight Soul 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Rooftop Party w/ DJ Papi 
8 PM @ Smokestack

Lily Stella Maris 
8 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Summer Son 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Secrets 
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn
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SUNDAY
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Sundays @ 1 PM 
Grape Escape

MONDAY
Trivia 
3rd Monday @ 6:30–8:30 PM 
Textile Brewing Company 
(Dyersville, IA)

TUESDAY
Trivia 
Tuesdays @ 7 PM 
Riverboat Lounge

Leo-oke: Live Piano Karaoke 
Tuesdays @ 7 PM 
Wicked Dame

Backpocket Trivia 
Tuesdays @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

WEDNESDAY
Open Mic  
Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Dueling Pianos w/ Felix & Fingers 
Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
B-Spoke Bar, The Driftless

Hy-Vee Trivia 
Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
Hy-Vee Locust

Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
Wednesdays @ 7:30 PM 
Denny’s Lux Club

Rock Star Bingo 
Wednesdays @ 8:30 PM 
Barrel House

Karaoke 
Wednesdays @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

THURSDAY
Trivia 
Thursdays @ 6 PM 
Third Corner Food & Spirits

Hy-Vee Trivia 
Thursdays @ 6:30 PM 
Hy-Vee Dodge

Rock Star Bingo 
Thursdays @ 7 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co

Open Mic w/ Chad Olsen 
Thursdays @ 7 PM 
Smokestack

Jukebox Bingo 
Every Other Thursday:  
6/3, 6/17, 7/1 @ 7:30 PM 
Backpocket Dubuque

Trivial Pursuit 
1st Thursday @ 8 PM 
Hops & Rye

FRIDAY
Karaoke w/ Becky McMahon 
2nd Friday @ 7 PM  
Dubuque Driving Range

Acoustic Open Mic  
w/ The Alumatics 
1st Friday @ 8 PM 
Smokestack

Karaoke 
Fridays @ 9 PM 
Southend Tap

Variety Show w/ Shane Blakely 
Fridays @ 9:30 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co.

SATURDAY
Picnic Basket Concerts w/ Gladdy 
Ressler, Jamie Jones, and Guests 
Saturdays and Sundays @ Noon 
Council Hills Station 
(Council Hills, IL)

Karaoke 
Saturdays @ 9 PM 
Skinny Maginny’s

Open Mic 
Saturdays @ 9:30 PM 
7 Hills Brewing Co.

Ongoing & Recurring Nightlife

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
LOOKInG FOR a FRee anD easy Way TO PROMOTe yOuR LIVe MusIC 

eVenTs? JusT senD yOuR enTeRTaInMenT CaLenDaR OuR Way!

eMaIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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Miles Nielsen & The Rusted Hearts
WITH BOOGIE MONSTER
SATURDAY, MAY 29 @ 6 PM
SANDY HOOK TAVERN (3868 BADGER RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)
TICKETS: $10
Rockford, IL-based Miles nielsen has 
spent nearly a decade enthralling 
audiences with music that draws force 
from the prime years of Western-
infl uenced rock music and classic 
‘60s soul. Miles nielsen & The Rusted 
Hearts claim infl uences as diverse as 
Otis Redding’s classic soul and Jel-
lyfi sh’s cult power pop recordings.

We’re not going to lie, these guys 
are unabashedly 365ink ’s favorite band. 
They ooze cool on stage, are so tight and 
in the pocket it’s ridiculous, and simply 
have an unparalleled groove. These days 
Miles is also often on the road touring 

with his father, brother, and wife as The 
nielsen Trust when Rick and Daxx are 
not on the road with their other band, 
Cheap Trick. yeah, THaT Cheap Trick.

But on this Memorial Day Week-
end, Miles and the men of the Rusted 
Hearts bring their memorable show 
to the sandy Hook Tavern’s outdoor 
venue, a great place to experience great 
music as well as killer eats from aJ’s 
Meat shack. The show will be opened 
by Dubuque’s own masters of funk, 
Boogie Monster who are worth the trip 
across the bridge all by themselves. 
Together it’s a holiday no-brainer. n

Electric Six
TUESDAY, JULY 6 @ 7 PM
SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)
TICKETS: $10 ADV/$15 DOOR
electric six is a six-piece Detroit-based 
band playing an energetic and unique 
brand of rock music infused with ele-
ments of garage, disco, punk, new wave, 
and metal. smokestack will be the fi rst 
stop on their 2021 world tour and only 
show in Iowa. Dubuque’s PuRe service 
warms up the stage as an opener.

electric six achieved recognition in 
2003 with the singles “Danger! High 
Voltage” and “Gay Bar” from their debut 
album, Fire. now with their fourteenth 

studio album, Bride of the Devil, electric 
six examines the concepts of evil and 
corruption, humanity’s various falls from 
grace, the nine circles of purgatory, and of 
course, the internet itself. Their sound will 
corrupt you and enslave you as the beau-
tiful demonic bride you know you truly 
are. Fraulein, take this severed hand with 
its creepy long nails from the beginning 
of time. To do so is truly thine destiny.

Get your tickets in advance 
at SmokestackDBQ.com. n

FRI 5/28

Superkick
7 PM @ MILLENNIUM BAR & MARINA 

(780 HARBOR DR, EAST DBQ, IL)

a new high-energy rockin’ band in the 
Dubuque area, we saw superkick at 
the yardarm, and we liked their choice 
of tunes. not all of the same stuff  you 
see everywhere else. everyone can 
sing. you know JJ schmitz can tear it 
up on the fretboard, and any band with 
a keyboard has just another level of 
diversity on the sound. everyone does 
Zeppelin, but how many do “Fool In the 
Rain?” Right! Check em out! see them 
again on 6/26 at Downtown Billiards.

Wicked Liz & The Belly Swirls
8 PM @ THE YARDARM (1201 SHIRAS AVE EXT)

ah, it’s like being dipped in magic 
waters when Wicked Liz and the boys 
come back to town to tear it up. Twenty 
years later, they are as awesome as 
ever and are sure to draw die-hard 
fans off  the couch to remember when 
they were young and could still party. 
The same great lineup as ever, with 
Liz Treiber joined by Greg Hipskind on 
drums, Bob Kelly on bass and vocals, 
and Leo Kelly on guitar and vocals 
never disappoints. Covers, originals, 
they can do it all and surely will!

MOn 5/31

Brews Brothers with Denny Garcia
2 PM @ SANDY HOOK TAVERN

(3868 BADGER RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)

It’s not offi  cially Memorial Day in the 
Tri-states until a bunch of mildly dishev-
eled misanthropic-looking musicians 
with a twinkle of mischief in their eyes 
converge on stage at the sandy Hook 
tavern to back up two fedora-wearing, 
hard-charging, black suit and shades-
wearing bluesmen known throughout 
the land as the Brews Brothers. This 
tribute show is rollicking fun and full 
of great guitar work, a powerful horn 
section, and one harmonica-wielding 
briefcase. Bring the family, just don’t 
bring the Illinois nazis. I hate Illinois 
nazis. It’s going to be a party. We 
know this because it always is!

saT 6/5

Todd McDonough
7 PM @ GARY DOLPHIN’S IRON 

BAR (333 E 10TH ST)

Todd McDonough is an acoustic singer-
songwriter from Dubuque who spe-
cializes in original music and popular 
cover songs. His genre can best be 
described as acoustic/easy listening, 
but you can also expect to hear some 
pop and blues in the mix. His infl uences 
include John Mayer, ed sheeran, The 
Beatles, Tom Petty, and Jack Johnson.

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT 
FEATURES
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sun 6/6

Ace Jones
1 PM @ THE YARDARM (1201 SHIRAS AVE EXT)

ace Jones is a singer-songwriter from 
Marion, Ia. His eclectic mix of origi-
nals and covers range from folk, pop, 
and country to his favorite: punk rock. 
ace’s smooth vocals can soothe your 
soul or get you dancing on your feet.

Mick Staebell
3 PM @ SUNSET RIDGE WINERY 

(12615 HWY 52 N)

“Iowa’s Favorite Piano Man” has been 
entertaining audiences for over 40 
years and was inductee into the Iowa 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame in 2014. He 
plays all your favorites from Frank 
sinatra to elvis, from the Beatles to 
Coldplay, and everything in between. 
sing along with your favorite songs 
from elton John, James Taylor, Paul 
simon, Cat stevens, and more.

FRI 6/11

STACKED - Driftmore Takeover
7 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

COVER: $10

Driftmore joins forces with smokestack 
and allegro audio for a truly amaz-
ing evening of music and community 
on the rooftop featuring sets from 
sO CaLLeD, nOLePHanT, Immersa, 
earl Dernhardt, Thysbe, Pagliar, and 
staring Contest. all on the custom 
built a2 Rig by allegro audio.

saT 6/12

Rockfeast
NOON @ COUNCIL HILL STATION  

(6521 N HILL RD, SCALES MOUND, IL)

June 12 and 13. all rock and roll you 
can eat! June 12 features Kofi Baker’s 
Cream experience, not Dead yet, The 
Resistors, Gladdy Ressler—Jamie Jones 
Family Band; and June 13 hosts neil 
young Tribute with Dean Wellman, 
Ron Frank’s Lizard Brigade, Ressler—
Jones, and more. Camping available.

Catfish Murphy Band
6 PM @ CASCADE RIVERVIEW AMPHITHEATER 

(101 PIERCE ST SW, CASCADE, IA)

TICKETS: $5; 10 AND UNDER ARE FREE

Catfish Murphy brings the best of out-
law country, southern rock, americana, 
and Texas/Oklahoma red dirt music to 
eastern Iowa. Their high-energy shows 
feature innovative guitar solos, catchy 
riffs, and an impressive range of vocal 
talents among the group. adam Grif-
fin opens. Gates at 5 p.m. Bring your 
own chair. Food vendor available.

sun 6/13

The Artisanals
5 PM @ DIMENSIONAL BREWING COMPANY  

(67 MAIN ST)

Fronted by the Charleston City Paper’s 
2015 singer-songwriter of the year, 
Johnny Delaware (formerly of susTO) 
and an all-star cast of local musicians, 
the americana rock outfit from Charles-
ton, sC received critical acclaim for their 
2017 four-track debut eP. The artisanals’ 
2018 self-titled full-length release will 
soon be followed by ZIA featuring “Way 
up” and “Violet Light.” Influenced by 
the heartland rock of Bruce springs-
teen, neo-psychedelia anthems of My 
Morning Jacket, and dream-pop work 
of The Cars and The War On Drugs.

NIGHTLIFE

Q Casino 
Back Waters 
Stage Returns
The Q Casino Back Waters stage, 
presented by MidwestOne Bank 
returns for 2021 with a growing slate 
of star-studded entertainment. We 
will get deep into it for the June 
10 issue of 365ink, but for now, we 
want to make sure you have all the 
shows and dates for your calendar.

Tickets can be purchased OnLIne 
OnLy at QCasinoAndHotel.com or 
through Ticketmaster.com. events 
are held rain or shine. Tickets are not 
refundable. Ticket prices and lineup 
subject to change. Follow Q Casino 
at facebook.com/QCasinoHotel or 
check QCasinoAndHotel.com for the 
most up-to-date information. n

The Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band
FRIDAY, JUNE 25 @ 7:30 PM

His relentless touring and success on 
rock radio with songs like “Blue on 
Black” helped to drive Platinum album 
sales status for this blues guitar wizard.

Staind
SUNDAY, JULY 18 @ 7 PM

Reuniting after an extended solo outing 
by lead singer aaron Lewis who made 
some very successful stops in Dubuque 
on his own indecent years, this is the 
original crew getting back together 
to bring their huge hits including “It’s 
Been a While,” “Outside,” “something 
to Remind you,” and “so Far away.”

Brothers Osborne
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 @ 7 PM

The GRaMMy-nominated duo’s 
distinctive sound combines classic 

country and hints of soul earning Broth-
ers Osborne high praise for their 
dynamic live show. Rolling Stone 
exclaims “The Bros come guns blaz-
ing, a guaranteed show-stopper.”

Nelly, Too Hype Crew
FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 @ 7:30 PM

Is it “Just a Dream” or is it gettin’ “Hot 
In Herrre”? It is indeed, and ‘90s hip hop 
legend nelly brings those hits and more, 
like “Ride With Me” to the Back Waters 
stage joined by the Too Hype Crew.

Collective Soul, Better 
Than Ezra, and Tonic
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 @ 7 PM

The Georgia-bred rockers of Collective 
soul have a literal slew of rock radio 
hits including “shine,” “The World I 
Know,” “December,” “Heavy,” “Run,” 
“Gel,” and more. Does it get any bet-
ter? yes if you add Better Than ezra’s 
“Good” and Tonic’s “If you Could 
Only see” and “you Wanted More.”

Brantley Gilbert
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 @ 7 PM

With back-to-back Platinum albums 
and a grassroots following millions 
strong, Brantley Gilbert’s music has 
been shared, covered, and adopted as 
the soundtrack to saturday night and 
sunday morning by audiences around 
the world. seven no. 1 hits punctuate 
his career: “Country Must Be Country 
Wide,” “you Don’t Know Her Like I Do,” 
“Dirt Road anthem,” “My Kinda Party,” 
“Bottoms up,” “One Hell of an amen” 
and “What Happens In a small Town.”
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at Gino’s east on superior. st. along the 
Magnificent Mile in Chicago. you might 
wait twice as long to get in as you do for 
the pizza to cook. so right there, you are 
way ahead of the game. and our deep 
dish took 45 minutes on the nose. so 
having an appetizer or two to enhance 
conversation can’t hurt, and they have 
some lovely options to choose from.

appetizers include big mozzarella sticks 
and a version with spinach as well, garlic 
breadsticks, jumbo chicken wings, french 
fries, calamari, spinach artichoke dip, and 
charred Brussels sprouts which are the big 
thing everywhere now. We had calamari 
and the six & Dips plate, a mix of cheese 
sticks and breadsticks with marinara, 
ranch, and garlic butter dipping sauces. 
everything was good, hot, and crispy. 
We’re looking forward to going back for 
the amazing-looking Brussels sprouts with 
pancetta, garlic, and panko as well as the 
decadent-looking spinach artichoke dip.

We admit to not having a salad, but 
they were also not also-rans in case that’s 
your game. a nice house salad is joined 
by a kale-based Caesar. We also didn’t 

even get around to the great-looking 
sandwiches (oh, but we will!) served 
on French rolls, try the classic Italian 
beef or Italian sausage with a choice of 
sweet peppers or giardiniera. Get it wet, 
dry, or dipped. Or hell, get both on the 
combo. When in Chicago, right? you can 
also attack a hearty meatball sub with 
marinara and optional mozzarella or go 
vegetarian without gettin’ anywhere near 
a diet with the eggplant Parmesan.

you can also get right down to the 
Italian basics with a big plate of spa-
ghetti marinara or fettucini alfredo if 
you are in a hot pasta mood. and who’s 
not in a hot pasta mood all the time?

But enough gilding the lily. If you’re not 
here for the deep-dish pizza, you need 
to have your head checked. and if you 
are here for the deep dish, maybe your 
pulse afterward. Prepare for decadence.

They actually have three kinds of 
pizza. In addition to the deep dish, you 
can get a thin-crust pie. It’s much thin-
ner and faster to cook and still delicious, 
and for the gluten-free set, they have 
a very good 10" crust onto which you 

can pile anything you like. My wife had 
the gluten-free spinach Margharita and 
enjoyed it, especially when it had a lot 
of spinach and hot red pepper flakes.

as for the deep dish… you will nOT 
be eating this pizza with your hands.

Let’s start not from the top but from the 
bottom as the crust on these dense magi-
cal discs is where the love resonates. It’s a 
non-greasy, cornmeal-based, light, flaky 
crust, crispy and golden on the outside 
and a bit chewy on the inside. It’s not just 
a necessary base onto which to pile great 
ingredients. It’s a highlight of its own in 
every way. you won’t see the aftermath of 
tables full of uneaten pizza crusts as you 
see at so many other pizza joints. Like the 
chocolate-filled bottom of a Drumstick, the 
crust of a Gino’s east pizza is the reward for 
getting through the rest of the slice. Or, if 
you like to pace yourself on the good part 
like me, you will make occasional forays 
to the crust before you actually eat the 
front part of the pizza. It’s just fantastic.

skipping to the top now, the marinara 
that goes on the deep dish after the pizza 
is actually baked is a chunky flavor-filled 

12" DeeP DIsH sPInaCH MaRGHeRITa PIZZa (FROnT) anD  

10" GLuTen-FRee THIn CRusT sPInaCH MaRGHeRITa PIZZa (BaCK)

sTICKs & DIPs

CaLaMaRI

CHaRReD BRusseLs sPROuTs

PHOTO: TOM RAUEN

Gino’s 
East of 
Dubuque
By Bryce Parks

When we first wrote about Gino’s east 
coming to Dubuque two years and five 
months ago, the article started with, “We 
normally would not jump the gun on a 
new restaurant coming to town…” Well, 
we apparently should have stayed true 
to our code. While we knew that despite 
business setbacks, a change in propri-
etors, a global pandemic, misread tarot 
cards, and possible Illuminati involvement, 
it was eventually going to happen. But 
as time went by and we told people it 
was still coming, we started getting eye 
rolls and sarcastic “sure it is” replies.

Well, doubters, this time as we write 
about Gino’s east of Dubuque we can 
assure you that, unlike Red Lobster and 
Whole Foods, this Dubuque unicorn is real. 
We know this for certain because we just 
ate there, and it is everything that we have 
been waiting for over two years to finally 
experience in Dubuque. Real Chicago 
pizza. not just “Chicago-style pizza.” 
But the absolute genius article, from the 
people who live and breathe Chicago-style 
pizza. Prepare for a new favorite pie!

sure, people have their favorite types of 
pizza, and if you are stuck on a big flimsy 
piece of new york style Pizza, you might 
be a hater who says this is a pie and not 
a pizza. Whatever, whiner! Call it what 
you like, when you eat it, you’ll be a fan.

To tease you a little longer, we’ll wait 
on the pizza for a minute and look at the 
rest of the menu, pretending that we 
care about anything but the deep dish. 
But Gino’s east cares about the rest and 
has some great things to offer up from 
appetizers to salads, but clearly, if you 
are getting the salad at Gino’s east, then 
coming here tonight was not your idea. 
I mean, you don’t go to Graceland to 
listen to Jerry Lee Louis, right? and if you 
know the pizza, you know you’re going to 
need all the belly room you can muster.

you don’t order appetizers here 
because you need them to fill up. That’s 
a preposterous notion. This is the place 
where many mortals will find that one 
slice is a meal. no, you order appetiz-
ers because you can’t rush perfection. 
you will wait 45 minutes or more for 
your pizza because it simply takes that 
long to cook a real Chicago deep-dish 
pizza. But be happy you’re not in line 
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layer of spicy goodness. If the pizza looks 
wet when they dig out your piece, it is not. 
It’s just this marinara slipping down into 
the pan when it finally gets access to flow.

and that layer in between is drool-
inducing. start with a great tasting 
mozzarella, straight from Wisconsin and 
designed especially for pizza. They take 
their cheese seriously. you choose what 
makes you drool beyond that. If you are 
like me, that answer is the Meaty Leg-
end, stuffed with pepperoni, crazy good 
Italian sausage from Chicago, Canadian 
bacon, bacon, and love. specialty pies 
also include the Chicago Fire with a hot 
and spicy patty-style sausage, fire-
roasted red peppers, and red onions; 
Gino’s supreme with pepperoni or Italian 
sausage, onions, green peppers, and 
mushrooms; the O.M.G., a classic vegetar-
ian with onions, mushrooms, and green 
peppers; the spinach Margharita with 
a spinach cheese blend, cherry toma-
toes, fresh mozzarella, and basil; and a 
unique Italian beef with sweet peppers 
and giardiniera. They also have their own 

blend of vegan cheese if that allows more 
of your posse to be part of the trip.

yes, you can, of course, build your 
own or augment one of their ideas with 
anything from artichoke hearts and 
pineapple to meatballs and anchovies.

It’s not a cheap pizza, but it’s also not 
a CHeaP pizza. It’s not about price; it’s 
about value. so while a 12" Meaty Legend 
goes for almost $30, it’ll also feed four 
people or at least two very determined 
fellows. either you get it or you don’t. 
Once you experience it, the price of 
quality is soon forgotten. Build your own 
large from a cheese base from $21.50.

The rest of the menu including appetiz-
ers, sandwiches, salads, and pasta are 
in that $10–$15 range. so yes, you can 
come down for less and even get out 
faster if you don’t go deep dish, but man… 
just plan ahead and book the time.

Full disclosure: we were over-served… 
cheese. so when they came to offer des-
sert, we had not a corner of the belly to 
spare. But even then, we were tempted by a 
deep dish brownie and fresh-baked cookies 
which they offered to turn into an ice cream 
sandwich. next time, Gino. next time!

Outside of the Chicago area, the 
only places you can get a Gino’s 
east pizza are Los angeles; arling-
ton, TX; Lake Geneva, WI; nashville, 
Tn; and south Haven, MI. so we 
are in select company indeed.

The Dubuque location is set to open 
in the next two week as final details are 
being completed on the interior of the 
dining room. They will also offer carryout 
and delivery options. The already popular 
part of downtown will be yet harder 
to park close to, but then again we in 
Dubuque are spoiled and lazy about park-
ing. you Can walk a block to your car like 
the rest of the world does, and it won’t kill 
you. In fact, after this pizza, I suggest you 
just park three blocks away anyway to 
ensure cardio blood flow after dinner. and 
don’t be afraid to over order. I can attest 
that the leftover pizza is also amazing! n

Gino’s East of Dubuque
333 E 10TH ST, DUBUQUE, IA
563-582-3000
GINOSEAST.COM/DUBUQUE
FACEBOOK.COM/GINOSEASTOFDUBUQUE
Ordering Options: Dine in,  
carryout, delivery

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO yOu HaVe a FaVORITe ResTauRanT yOu 

WOuLD LIKe TO see us VIsIT? senD us yOuR 

ReQuesTs, suGGesTIOns anD COMMenTs!

eMaIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM

12" DeeP DIsH MeaTy LeGenD PIZZa



34  365INK MAGAZINE May 27–June 9, 2021 Issue #383 DUBUQUE365.COM

9 Billion 
Dead
Part One
By Bob Gelms

I feel like I have run the gauntlet where 
Michael Dow’s Dark Matters trilogy 
is concerned. Here’s the skinny.

Mr. Dow was a mega-successful 
business executive. He ran con-
glomerates that billed north of a bil-
lion dollars a year in sales. Then he 
turned into a consultant and then 
into a man bored out of his mind.

One day he announces to his wife that 
he intends to write a novel. Mind you, he 
had no experience writing a poem much 
less a novel. His wife was supportive 
in his effort, and she was encourag-
ing as his project unfolded. Writing one 
novel didn’t carry his incredible plot far 
enough. He ended up with a series of 
three novels to do what he had in mind.

Mr. Dow did the thing most writers 
find thorny. He did not tell the reader 
what was happening using narration. He 
showed the reader what was happening 
by the actions of his characters. This cre-
ates an urgency on the part of the reader 
to constantly know what is taking place. 
It’s the “can’t put it down” technique.

Mr. Dow also does something inter-
esting with his characters that writing 
one novel would not let him accomplish. 
He creates groups of characters that 
are involved in parts of the story. Then, 
in volume three, he brings everyone 
together to reveal the mystery and polish 
the story off in a fashion that had me 
cheering out loud. It is nothing short of 
a stunning achievement for the debut of 
a new author. Dark Matters, Dark Mat-
ters: Betrayal, and Dark Matters: Exodus.

We first meet Rudy Dersch who 
is newly minted as CeO of General 
Resources Inc., GRI. It is the richest 
conglomerate in history. Its market cap is 
well over a trillion dollars. as CeO, Rudy 
is granted membership in a super secret 
organization called the Consortium. It is 
made up of about 100 trillionaires who 
work behind the scenes to help maintain 
the status quo everywhere on earth. Find-
ing out what they are up to will take your 
breath away. With Rudy as the exception, 
these other men are the bad guys of our 
story. They employ a fixer named Pax 
who is the most interesting character in 
the book with, maybe, one exception. He 
is a combination of James Bond, Jason 
Bourne, and The Man from u.n.C.L.e.

The second group is Hanson scientific. 
Dr. Hanson is a Theoretical Physicist. 
His main area of interest is Dark Matter. 
scientists have calculated the amount 
of matter in the universe. They were 
astounded to discover that 95 percent of 
the universe’s matter was missing. The 
theory of Dark Matter tries to explain 
this phenomenon. Hanson scientific 
pays the bills by discovering asteroids 
packed with minerals and metals that 
are rare or nonexistent on earth. They 
claim ownership and then sell it off to a 
mining company. as the story unfolds, 
they discover an asteroid that they have 
started to call The Motherload, and this 
where insatiable greed rears its ugly head 
putting everyone at Hanson scientific in 
mortal danger. enter, stage left: Pax.

If Rudy and Pax are heroes in this 
story, then Monique beats both of them 
by an astronomical unit. she is a hero-
ine of heroines. she is a kind and loving 
soul. she has been meditating for most 
of her life and is able to reach deep and 
inhabit the quiet place at the center of 
our being. she enlists the aid of a small 
band of like-minded people. Monique is 
at the very center of the story. she is able 
to bring about an event that transforms 
the earth, and she gets help from a 
completely unexpected source. um….
let’s say she makes some new friends.

I have to say that I completely 
figured out the ending lock, stock, and 
barrel. I also must say that I was com-
pletely and totally wrong. This ending 
was not in the least conventional. It is 
creative, outstanding, and full of joy 
and hope. It’s in the great tradition of 
the golden age of science fiction.

In the next issue, I am going to write 
about why I am giving Dark Matters 
the Bob Gelms Hum Dinger award. n
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Written Goals 
Improves 
Your Attitude
By Matt Booth

I’m sure you’ve heard that having the right attitude will help you 
achieve your goals, but do you know that having goals will help 
you achieve the right attitude? Prevailing wisdom and a whole 
lot of research show a positive attitude improves the likelihood 
you will achieve your goals. This is also true in reverse. achieving 
goals improves the likelihood you will have a positive attitude.

simply put, if you want to be a more positive person, 
get some direction in your life. according to a study by Dr. 
Gail Matthews, a psychology professor at the Dominican 
university in California, you become 42 percent more likely 
to achieve your dreams simply by writing them down. Cre-
ate a plan, write it down, and start working on your plan.

success is making progress towards pre-determined goals. 
When you are making progress towards a goal, it is much easier to 
be a positive person! For over 20 years, I’ve carried a list of goals 
around in my wallet. I can tell you from experience that it is way 
easier to have a positive attitude when you get up in the morning 
and you have a plan you are working on. I did not say that my plan 
has always worked out, but having direction improves my attitude.

The right attitude isn’t about thinking and belief 
alone. The right attitude includes realizing that you 
must roll up your sleeves and do something. as you 
take action in the direction of your goals, you can build 
momentum and improve your attitude as you go!

Here is my simple three-step formula for suc-
cess when it comes to chasing after your dreams:
1. Write them down. If you don’t write them down, 

you are only dreaming. The magic starts hap-
pening when you write them down.

2. Review goals monthly. start by reviewing and 
updating your goals monthly. Ten minutes each 
month to keep them fresh in your mind.

3. Carry your goals. This is your plan. your LifeGPs. 
you should have your plan with you at all times.

If you want to improve your attitude, get started now 
by writing down your goals. you’ll be able to change 
many areas of your life with this simple formula. Don’t 
wait for success to knock on your door. Instead, decide 
on what you want, make a plan, and take action.

Being positive as often as you can allow you to cope with 
the daily affairs of life. It brings optimism into your life and 
makes it easier to avoid worry and negative thinking. When 
you get a plan and start working on your plan, it will improve 
your attitude and bring constructive changes into your life! n

“Not addressing the negative attitude on your 
team is called failed leadership.” —Matt Booth

COLUMNISTS

MATT BOOTH
TO FInD OuT HOW MaTT Can HeLP yOuR 

GROuP IMPROVe THeIR aTTITuDes In a 

neGaTIVe WORLD, CaLL 563-590-9693 

OR eMaIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“MATT IS ARTICULATE, ENGAGING, FLEXIBLE, AND JUST A GREAT 

GUY! I HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY AUDIENCE, IN PERSON 

OR VIRTUALLY, AND I GUARANTEE HEARING THIS MESSAGE WILL 

INCREASE THE MORALE OF YOUR TEAM.”  

—JENNIFER L. MURPHY, SR. DIRECTOR COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS, 

NORTH AMERICA WEST, THERMO FISHER SCIENTIFIC

Five Reasons to Incorporate 
Dairy Products into your Diet
By Hy-Vee Nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury) and Amy Cordingley (Locust)

Tucked away, often in the back corner of the grocery store, 
is a group of foods that are a great nutritional gem—oth-
erwise known as the dairy group. The dairy group includes 
milks, yogurts, and cheeses and are available in many fla-
vors and varieties. Consuming the right amount of products 
from the diary group is important for a well-balanced diet.

even those who are lactose intolerant can still enjoy 
dairy in their diet. There are products in the market now 
that go through an extra process to remove the excess lac-
tose. There are also a number of plant-based dairy alterna-
tives available for those who are allergic to the milk protein.

Here are five reasons to include dairy 
products into your regular diet:
• Bone Health: Dairy products are a great source of 

calcium, phosphorus, and vitamin D. all of these 
nutrients play an important role in building and 
maintaining bone density in people of all ages.

• Quality Protein: Dairy products can be a good 
source of protein, which is important for building 
and repairing muscle tissue among other things.
• 8 ounce serving of milk = about 8g of pro-

tein (13g in Fairlife ultra-filtered milk)
• 1 ounce serving of cheese = about 7g of 

protein (depending on the type)

• 150g serving of Greek yogurt = 10-12g of 
protein (about 15g in Icelandic yogurt)

• 1 cup serving of cottage cheese = 28g of protein
• Energy Production: The lactose found in some types 

of dairy can easily be converted into usable energy 
by the body. Milk is also a good source of certain B 
vitamins that play a crucial role in energy production.

• Feeling Full: The protein that is found in these 
dairy products also takes longer to digest than 
the carbohydrates. add a dairy product to 
your meal or snack to help keep yourself fuller 
for longer and avoid excessive snacking.

• Overall Well-being: Certain dairy products also 
contain essential nutrients like vitamin a, potassium, 
and niacin; all of which have their own part in keep-
ing the body healthy and in proper working order.

Products from the dairy department make a great 
addition to a healthy and balanced diet. It is important to 
be conscious of your serving sizes and balance your dairy 
picks with other food groups. If you have more questions 
regarding dairy or your personal nutrition needs, contact 
your local Hy-Vee dietitian. you can find out more about 
the nutrition services available at hy-vee.com/health. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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Deer driving you crazy?! Me too! 
Growing up in the country, we almost 
never experienced deer troubles.

now that we continue to encroach 
on their natural homes, more and 
more people struggle to be success-
ful with their gardens due to damage 
caused by these beautiful creatures.

TIPS ON HOW TO PREVENT 
DEER DAMAGE

Physical barriers
Fences can reduce the number of deer 
which enter an area, though they’re not 
100 percent eff ective. For a small garden 
patch, use a four-foot-high fence or 
enclose the area with snow fence, as deer 
avoid small, penned-in sites. For a larger 
lawn or garden, a fence made of wire, 
not wood, angled away from the yard 
creates both a psychological and physi-
cal barrier. The fence should be six feet 
high and have a 30-degree angle to be 
eff ective. Deer will jump a vertical fence 
eight feet high, particularly if it is made of 
wood. electric fencing has been used with 
some success. However, electric fences 
are typically not suitable for urban uses, 
especially when children are present.

Repellents
Two basic types of deer repellents are 
available. Contact repellents are applied 
to the plants, causing them to taste bad. 
area repellents are placed in the prob-
lem area and repel due to their foul odor. 
a local doctor out of Cedar Rapids, Ia 
is responsible for creating one of the 
popular area repellents, Deer Off  perim-
eter stakes, which was recently acquired 
by Havahart Products. Liquid fence has 
been a popular contact repellent that 
many locals prefer. There are also many 
folklore-type solutions that people often 
swear by including soap and egg solutions.

Soap
Tie pieces of deodorant soap on the 
branches of trees. a large bar is cut 
into about six pieces and each piece 
is placed in a mesh bag and tied to 
the branches. non-deodorant soap 
does not seem to work as well.

Egg solution
Two eggs and a cup or two of cold water 
mixed in a high-speed blender, added 
to a gallon of water, and sprayed on 
the foliage has been eff ective in some 
cases. This egg mixture does not wash 
off  the foliage easily, but re-application 
two or three times a season may be 
needed. (For a larger quantity, blend a 
dozen eggs into fi ve gallons of water.) 
This mix should be used a distance from 
the residence as it has an unpleasant 
odor. It is also thought to repel rabbits.

Alarms
another trending concept for deer 
deterrents is the use of noise alarms, 
however, they are more likely to be 
found irritating by homeowners and 
neighbors rather than by the deer.

Deer-resistant plants
I would also suggest choosing plants 
that deer tend to avoid due to toxic-
ity, fragrance, and texture though 
hungry deer will eat almost anything. 
young, tender plants are gener-
ally more likely to be damaged than 
older, tougher plants. Don’t mix plants 
deer prefer among those they dislike. 
They’ll trample the plants they dislike 
simply to get to those they prefer.

need more tips or advice? Visit 
one of our helpful associates who 
would be delighted to help you at 
one of our steve’s ace locations. n
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DEAR GWEN,
My neighbor is stealing my trash. It’s 
really not that big of a deal, I mean, 
I’m literally throwing it away, but it’s 
weird. It’s making me think twice 
about all the things I throw out! I 
don’t want somebody reading my 
bank statements or knowing what I 
eat, etc. How should I approach this 
lady? How do I get her to stop?
—yours, Garbage Girl

DEAR GARBAGE GIRL,
Odd that you signed off  with 
my nickname from high school. 
ah, yes, the good old days.

Listen, this may seem slightly irrelevant 
to your scenario, but stick with me while 
I explain something to you. I’m not that 
old. But I am much older than the picture 
above this column, and I’m beginning to 
feel various negative aspects of aging. 
For example, when I was in college, I 
had to blow my nose approximately 
once every three months because I 
simply never needed to blow my nose. 
There was no need, so no nose blow-
ing. now that I’m older, I am amazed at 
the amount of time I put into blowing 
my nose. I’ve had to blow my nose at 
least four times a day for approximately 
two years. even worse, sometimes my 
nose bleeds! I’m bleeding from my 
nose! My dad and grandpa always have 
a handkerchief, and I used to think it 
was some sort of accessory or a “wal-
let, keys, handkerchief” type habit. It is 
apparently a necessity because by the 
time you’re nearing 30 you are spend-
ing a lot of time blowing your nose.

One more anecdotal moment before I 
get to your advice: I get minor plas-
tic surgery, it’s fi ne, we’re all doing it, 
I’m just the only honest person you 
know and I’m telling you I get fi ll-
ers and let’s not have a cow about 
it. so last time I went to get fi llers, 

I asked my nurse practitioner when 
I should be starting Botox. and the 
long and short of her answer was 
I should be starting Botox soon.

all of this to say, leave your neighbor 
lady alone. she’s old and she’s got a 
lot going on. she’s gotta blow her nose 
all the time and her neck and hands 
and forehead look much diff erent 
than they used to and all she wants 
is your trash. Write me again when 
she wants something important like 
your stove or your newborn baby.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
now that there’s more freedom to 
travel, I’m getting really excited to 
start seeing the world again. The 
only problem is my wallet. I need to 
save up to go somewhere amazing 
for my fi rst trip post-COVID. How can 
I get some quality overseas experi-
ence in my life before I get the money 
together to travel? any ideas?
—sincerely, Jetsetter on JFK

DEAR JETSETTER ON JFK,
There are lots of ways to experi-
ence other countries from home! 
This weekend I watched Versailles, 
for example. Well, I watched the fi rst 
three minutes of it. If I’m honest, I put 
it on to see if I’ve been pronouncing 
Versailles correctly, which I have been, 
then I turned it off . It didn’t seem very 
good. But let it be known I’ve been 
saying Versailles right this whole time.

—xoxo Gwen

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN BEATTY
GWen BeaTTy Is a sORORITy DROPOuT anD 

CRyBaBy, ReaDy anD WILLInG TO BOss yOu 

aROunD. IF yOu WanT TO TeLL HeR sHe’s 

PReTTy, eMaIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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ARIES
(APR 19–MAY 13)

your xenocide against 
house centipedes will not be worth 
the collateral damage, nor the 
toll it will take on your family.

TAURUS
(MAY 14–JUNE 19)

you won’t get any closer to 
understanding exactly what “tapas” 
is. Is it just ordering appetizers for 
your main course, but ‘cept spanish?

GEMINI
(JUNE 20–JULY 20)

The string of profani-
ties that usually spews covertly 
from your mouth could cause some 
issues for you now that Dubuque 
has dropped the mask mandate.

CANCER
(JULY 21–AUG 9)

In a way, growing up to 
be what you wanted to be when 
you’re a kid is just boring and dem-
onstrates a complete lack of empa-
thy and imagination. you should 
start reading more smutty books.

LEO
(AUG 10–SEP 15)

The last person you called 
or texted is hiding something from 
you. Want proof? ask them about 
James and see how they react. On 
second thought, don’t. yes, they’re 
hiding something, but honestly it’s not 
a big deal. sorry I even mentioned it.

VIRGO
(SEP 16–OCT 30)

Losing to your significant 
other in Madden is nothing to be 
ashamed of. no, the shame comes 
from the fact that you play Mad-
den all the time while they do most 
of the work in the relationship.

LIBRA
(OCT 31–NOV 22)

That song you relate 
to holds no great wisdom. 

songwriters and musicians are just 
as full of crap as the rest of us.

SCORPIO
(NOV 23–NOV 29)

you need to stop. Ironic 
T-shirts haven’t been cool in over 
a decade. Plus, you’re starting to 
actually believe you were the World 
Thumb Wrestling Champion of 1986.

OPHIUCHUS
(NOV 30–DEC 17)

someone died in your 
bedroom before you lived there. 
Their ghost watches you sleep, 
wishing they too could dream.

SAGITTARIUS
(DEC 18–JAN 8)

TikTok is fun and all. 
But 99 percent of those people 
should not be encouraged.

CAPRICORN
(JAN 9–FEB 15)

arthur C. Clarke posited 
that any sufficiently advanced tech-
nology is indistinguishable from 
magic. so that explains that ass.

AQUARIUS
(FEB 16–MAR 11)

Claiming you’re good at 
massages and oral sex isn’t going to 
get you a date. Obvious lies seldom do.

PISCES
(MAR 12–APR 18)

your favorite teacher was 
good and all, but the teacher who 
taught your teacher was total crap. 
you’re getting secondhand bad 
teaching. Probably even thirdhand.

DANNY FAIRCHILD
Danny FaIRCHILD Is THe OnLy THInG 

sTanDInG BeTWeen us anD THe CeLesTIaL 

BODIes THaT WOuLD DesTROy us aLL. 

KInD OF LIKe THe MOVIe ARMAGEDDON. 

yOu Can THanK HIM By eMaILInG HIM 

aT DANNY@DUBUQUE365.COM.
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