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Let me tell you about my friend Beth McGorry.
While I get all the credit for Toys For Tots,
she’s the one who saved Christmas this
year for hundreds of families in Dubuque.
When three of our long-time toy distributions were cancelled this year due to
COVID-19, we lost more than 1,000 kids
off of our usual list. I reached out to Beth
at St. Mark Youth Enrichment as well other
social service organizations and toy partners
to solve the problem on a Zoom call.
The Multicultural Family Center and Veterans Affairs stepped up to manage two new toy
distribution centers in Dubuque last minute.
And the Veterans Freedom Center provided the
space for Veterans Affairs to host their event.
Thank you to Jacqueline Hunter at the Multicultural Family Center and Randy Rennison at
Vets Affairs and their crews for the hours of
work to welcome all of these families and assist
them in safety getting their toys. Thanks also
to the Facebook friends who signed up to help
staff those daily distributions, especially Paul
and Sandy Meyer who covered seven days!
But it was Beth who did the thankless and
grueling job of building an online sign-up form,
organizing all of those registrations, assigning
them to a two-week long, socially-distanced
distribution program at two different venues,
and communicating with 530+ families to
get them into the schedule, re-contacting
families that were no-shows, and continually checking the sign-up form and sending
new contacts out to everyone who signed up
since the last time she checked the form.
We were going to do 10 days of registrations, ending Dec. 1. Instead, we took on
families through Saturday, Dec. 12, adding
more than double the families to the list.
And we continue to now get those families served with toys through Dec. 19.
As much as I think I know how time-consuming and mind-numbing this process was,
I know it was worse than we can comprehend. Bottom line: she’s a freakin’ saint.
I probably cornered her into this gig, and
she did it because that’s what she does, simply because she knew she could. And naturally, it turned out to be 10 times the work we
thought it would be. But old Jaycees project
manager skills came out strong and she nailed
it! 1,500 more kids were registered to get help
this year than would have back on Nov. 20.
So if you see Beth out and about,
give her some love... and probably some wine. Lots of wine!
There’s no question that COVID-19 threw
us a curveball this year in figuring out how we
were going to both raise the toys and money
we need to serve all of our kids, but also,
and even more difficult that we expected,
get those toys to the kids. The answer to
addressing these obstacles is, of course,
leave it to Dubuque. This community has a
capacity for generosity that is hard to match
pound-for-pound by any city in America.
Our annual Stuff the Truck event at
Theisen’s in Dubuque was the biggest it has

been in a few years thanks to a super welcoming and accommodating staff at the store and
the assist of Rob Anglin and the crew at Radio
Dubuque. Running 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., it was
already a banner year at 3:55 p.m. when we
were packing up after sitting outside by the
main entrance to the store all day when I was
given a check for $10,000 by an anonymous
donor. A face I knew but not one you’d ever
guess in a million years. Certainly not one of
“those names” you would regularly attach
to this kind of gift locally. So, there’s another
reminder to never assume anything. It was the
biggest single local gift I’ve ever received for
the programs and was the boost that caught us
back up to where we needed to be for the year.
What a memorable end to an amazing day.
As I write this, they guys and gals from
the Veterans Freedom Center who already
made a big impact this year by giving us their
facility for a toy distribution site, once again
rolled out their trailer to make the rounds
across town to collect the many donation
boxes scattered across the community. What
a massive time-saver for me as I try to publish
a newspaper in the middle of this toy season.
I’d like to give some special thanks to a
couple more businesses that go above and
beyond for Toys For Tots. Cottingham &
Butler is always a darned toy factory for us,
filling many boxes of toys each year as well
as making a huge financial contribution every
year. It doesn’t hurt that my sister Krista
Sigman works there and started this annual
toy drive for me among their staff, but it’s
the staff that responds in a big way year-in
and year-out for the program. Thank you!
Blain’s Farm & Fleet in Dubuque and
Platteville tag-teamed this year to donate
nine pallet-sized totes full of toys to
the program. You’d better believe that
that makes an impact you can see!
Then there are the impactors you don’t see
so readily. Two of the biggest are the Hodge
Companies who give us a warehouse space
home from which to manage the program. This
space is a complete game changer in how we
now are able to operate and succeed. You have
NO idea! And then for the two or three crunch
weeks of the drive, having access to the amazing Runde Auto Group Community Support
Vehicle, an 8-pallet box truck with hydraulic lift
on the back, is truly a godsend! We can safely
do a week’s worth of pickup truck deliveries
in a day or two without anything flying away
in the wind, getting wet, or causing scores of
round trips. It spoils us terribly, and we love it.
If I don’t say thanks to my sidekick who
helped me all season long with all the actual
WORK of Toys For Tots, Paul Gilligan, I’m a big
jerk. You made it as fun as it was fulfilling. I
have enough dad jokes for a year and am now
an expert on the current price of chicken legs.
Finally, thank you to every single person who wrote us a check, won an auction item, put a toy in a collection box, or
gave me some of your valuable time. As
extra hard as this year was, WE DID IT!
And that WE includes you, Dubuque!
Thank you so very much from
the bottom of my heart, and Merry
Christmas to you and yours! n

eVentS
THE 12 DATES
OF
CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 23 AND 25–27 @ 7:30 PM

GRAND OPERA HOUSE (135 W 8TH ST)
Celebrate the holidays
with The Grand Opera
House’s annual Christmas
show for the grownups. The Twelve Dates
of Christmas by Ginna
Hoben will have your
belly shaking like a bowl
full of jelly on Dec. 23, 25,
26, and 27 at 7:30 p.m.
On Thanksgiving
Day, Mary discovers that
her fiancé is cheating on her when she
catches him on national
TV kissing another woman at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. She then must navigate a year’s
worth of hapless holidays and luckless romances
amid the colorful characters that make up her family. This one women tour de force will star Megan
Frankovich and will be directed by Sue Flogel.
The play contains adult language and themes
and will be presented to a socially distanced live
audience. Tickets are $15 and can be purchased in
person at the box office or by calling 563-588-1305.
Find the Grand’s full calendar of events and
more at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n
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DUBUQUE
FIGHTING SAINTS
HOCKEY
VS DES MOINES: SATURDAY,

JANUARY 2 @ 7:05 PM
VS CHICAGO: SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 @ 3:05 PM
VS WATERLOO: FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 @ 7:05 PM
VS DES MOINES: SATURDAY,
JANUARY 16 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER
(1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
The 2020–21 Fighting Saints
season is presented by
MidWestOne Bank and will
look different than in years
past. Not only will there
be just 54 regular season
games, but Cedar Rapids and
Madison will not participate,
meaning two local rivals
won’t make appearances on the Saints schedule.
The Saints take on the Des Moines Buccaneers on
Jan. 2 followed by a bout with Chicago Steel on Jan. 3.
The Waterloo Black Hawks head to Our House on Jan.
15 for the Dupaco Cowbell Cup Matchup. Then, the
Des Moines Buccaneers return on Jan. 16 for Fighting
Saints Fight Cancer, sponsored by Medical Associates
before the Saints hit the road for a couple of weeks.
For tickets, the full schedule, and more information, visit DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n
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TECH SUPPORT
AND
STILL 29
JANUARY 14 AND 16 @ 7 PM
ONLINE

Bell Tower Theater is hosting a virtual double
feature on Jan. 14 and 16 at 7 p.m. Enjoy two
short plays in one hilarious performance.
In Tech Support, when a senior citizen calls tech
support to get their new computer and printer
working, tech support is anything but helpful!
In Still Twenty-Nine, life is quiet, simple and
routine for stodgy retiree, Earl, until Aileen, his
fun-loving wife, joins a motorcycle club!
This virtual production will take place on Bell Tower
Theater’s Facebook page. Due to copyright restrictions, the performances will not remain online.
All performance are free, but goodwill donations will be accepted. For more information, call
563-588-3377 or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n
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WED 12/25

MON 12/28
Winter Break
Day Camps
9 AM–4 PM @ NATIONAL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

B2wins: Home
Together for
the Holidays
7:30 PM @ ONLINE

Brazilian twin brothers
Walter and Wagner Caldas
will gather around a piano to
share holiday favorites. The
group features an electric
violin and ukulele with
vocals and plays a variety
of genres, integrating
humor and lively audience
participation. The twins,
who grew up in the violent
slums of Brazil, broke the
mold of society by using
music as a movement
to bring about positive
change. They defeated
violence, poverty, depression, and cancer. A portion
of each ticket purchased
will benefit University of
Dubuque Heritage Center.
$10. bit.ly/b2winsholiday.

DUBUQUE365.COM

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Winter Break Day Camps provide children in kindergarten–5th grade with engaging,
interactive, and affordable
programs during the
Dubuque Community School
District’s winter break. Camps
include: Grossology, Critter
Connections, The Ultimate
Hunt, and “Otter” This World.
Masks are required. 350 E
3rd St. 563-557-9545 x213.
rivermuseum.com/
wintercamps.

SAT 1/2
Theisen’s Learn To
Skate Program
8:30–9:15 AM @
MYSTIQUE ICE CENTER

Jan 2–Feb 13 at 8:30–
9:15 a.m. or Jan. 5–Feb. 16
at 6:30–7 p.m. Give the gift
of ice skating this holiday

season as we glide into the
new year. Ice skating fosters
confidence, discipline,
and courage. All new and
returning skaters ages 3
and up. 563-275-6576.
dbqskating.org.

TUE 1/5

Museum at
Home: Eagles
7 PM @ ONLINE

The National Mississippi
River Museum & Aquarium
resident raptor enthusiast
will talk about the bald and
golden eagles that call the
driftless area home during
the winter months. Bring
the museum to your home
through Museum at Home,
a virtual learning series.
Q&A follows. Presented via
Zoom. Free. 563-557-9545.
rivermuseum.com/
virtual-programs.

WED 1/6

SAT 1/9

TUE 1/12

Winter Writers
Reading Series:
Krista Eastman

Meditation: It’s Not
What You Think

Young At Art
Goes Online

10 AM–NOON @ ONLINE

2 PM @ ONLINE

7 PM @ ONLINE

The practice of meditation is a way of being in
our lives with less fear
and greater compassion.
Led by Tom Roberts, a
licensed psychotherapist
and clinical hypnotherapist.
Held via Zoom. RSVP by
Jan. 7. $30. 608-748-4411.
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

Preschool-aged kids can join
in with a parent/caregiver
for a reading of a Caldecott
Award-winning picture book
and related art project using
materials found around the
home. Ages 3-6. Presented
on the Dubuque Museum of
Art YouTube and Facebook.
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

Krista Eastman is the author
of The Painted Forest, which
was named one of the best
literary nonfiction debuts of
2019 by Poets & Writers and
won the Council for Wisconsin Writers’ Nonfiction Book
Award and an Outstanding
Achievement Award from
the Wisconsin Library
Association. 608-987-3292.
shakeragalley.org/
writers-reading-series.

Reading Wendell
Berry in Dark Times
7–8 PM @ ONLINE

Wendell Berry is arguably
today’s most lyrical, passionate, and important prophet
writing today. Sinsinawa
Mound Ecological Programming Coordinator Eric
Anglada will lead the discussion. Held via Zoom. RSVP by
Jan. 5. $10. 608-748-4411.
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.
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Second Saturdays:
Fever River
Puppeteers
1 PM @ ONLINE

Join the Dubuque Museum
of Art for a lively prerecorded performance of
Ivanushka and the Magic
Horse—A Russian Fairy
Tale by Fever River Puppeteers. Second Saturdays
feature culturally-diverse
performing arts, acts, and
suggested hands-on art
activities that the entire
family will enjoy. Free.
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

December 23, 2020–January 20, 2021

Let’s Talk Books: The
Book of Two Ways
6 PM @ ONLINE

Discuss The Book of Two
Ways by Jodi Picoult. A
plane crash causes a woman
to reexamine her choices
and priorities in life. Ages
18+. RSVP. 563-589-4225.
dubuque.lib.ia.us.
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VERLO MATTRESS
WINTER
COMEDY SERIES
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 @ 8 PM

THEISEN’S
SNOCROSS
NATIONAL
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 @ 1 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 @ 8 PM
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS THEATER (405 MAIN ST)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 @ 8 AM
DUBUQUE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS (14569 OLD HIGHWAY RD)
AMSOIL Championship Snocross powered by RAM is back! Returning to the
Dubuque County Fairgrounds on Jan.
15 and 16, Snocross is the most fanfriendly form of snowmobile racing.
It combines the big-air jumps and
exciting action of motocross with the
crisp winter environment, providing
snowbelt race fans with race action,
world class athletes to cheer, and
a fun time for the whole family.

For fans who prefer to stay home, a
livestream will be available at snocross.com.
Discounted tickets are available in
advance at any Theisen’s location: $20 for
one day (compared to $25 plus fees online
or $35 at the door) and $25 for the weekend (compared to $35 plus fees online or
$45 at the door). Kids 12 and under are free.
For more information, call the
Dubuque County Fairgrounds at
563-588-1406 or visit snocross.com. n

ICE
FEST
JANUARY 16 AND 17 @ 10 AM–5 PM

NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
The National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium’s 17th annual Ice
Fest, presented by Dupaco Community
Credit Union, is slated for Jan. 16 and 17.
The annual event celebrates the winter
season of the past and present through
engaging activities and demonstrations.
New to 2021, guests will be invited
to the River Museum’s settler’s cabin to
discover how the area’s earliest settlers survived the winter months. The
River Museum’s newest residents, an
American Kestrel and Barn Owl, will be
featured in an outdoor raptor program
near the newly constructed raptor
mews. At the center of the boatyard, a
modified hockey/field hockey rink will
be constructed for casual play. Additionally, youth can try their hand at
supervised ice fishing in the Ice Harbor.
Among annual favorites, Ice Fest
will feature Plumery Tails’ Alaskan
8
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Malamutes and ice rescue demonstrations supported by the Dubuque Fire
Department. The River Museum’s own
snow sculpting team will be creating a full-size piece throughout the
weekend. Ice harvesting demonstrations in the Ice Harbor, snow shoeing and snow painting opportunities
complete the outdoor festivities.
Ice Fest attendees will have access
to all exhibits within the River Museum
in addition to daily creature features, a
themed scavenger hunt, animal feedings,
a free polar bear film in the Journey Theater, and vintage winter films on ice harvesting and skiing in the Barge Theater.
Most Ice Fest activities take place
outside. Tickets can be purchased
online in advance and are good for two
consecutive days with proof of purchase.
For daily Ice Fest schedules, tickets, and
more, visit rivermuseum.com/icefest. n
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Verlo Mattress Winter Comedy Series will
take place over three weekend nights
in the historic Five Flags Theater. These
follow the Turkey Night Comedy show
and Holiday Ha Ha that Five Flags Center
hosted in November and December.
Saturday, Jan. 16 features “Mr. Showtime” David Scott. Mr. Showtime promises
a one-of-a-kind comedy experience that
goes far beyond just standing behind
a microphone and telling jokes. His act
includes what has been called “the Most
Dangerous Bit in Comedy,” a straightjacket, and a can’t-miss musical finale! Fun
Fact: Mr. Showtime holds the Guinness
Record for longest stand-up comedy show
by a single person at more than 40 hours...
a record he set right here in Dubuque!
Saturday, Feb. 13 brings Mark Poolos and
John Russell to Dubuque. Poolos has drawn
comparisons to Louie Anderson as he has
built a strong comedy following through
shows in nearly every US state plus much
of Canada. At 6'7" and 350 pounds, Poolos’
commanding stage presence belies a selfdescribed “wimpiness” that contributes to
his hilarious stories about life as a bumbling
jolly giant. He has appeared on TV’s The
Carbonaro Effect and Gotham Comedy Live
and has made numerous radio appearances including on The Bob and Tom Show.
After a successful career as a radio
host and voiceover talent, Russell
stepped into the world of stand-up
comedy more than a decade ago. Since
then, he’s opened for such industry
heavyweights as Gilbert Gottfried, Pauly
Shore, and TV’s Impractical Jokers.

Friday, March 12 shines a spotlight on
Ladies & Laughs with Christine Stedman, Jamie Fritz, and Jen Kuhle. Despite
not getting into comedy until she was
already a grandmother, Stedman has
built a steady following around the
Midwest. Since getting started, her
career has included appearances on
TV’s The View and as a finalist on a Bud
Light-sponsored stand-up contest.
Jamie offers a refreshing female
perspective that appeals to both
men and women because her humor
is based in the truth of her own life.
Jamie has a knack for making audiences laugh through experiences
with dating, work place politics,
and hatred for social media.
Jen got her start performing at
an improv theater in Des Moines, IA
about a decade ago and has seen her
career grow from there. Her improv
career took her to stages all across
the Midwest plus the East Coast and
even to Scotland. As a stand-up, she
shares hilarious stories about her daily
interactions with naughty children!
A limited number of tickets will be
sold for each show to ensure physical
distancing within the Five Flags Theater.
Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 at the
door. Special box seat packages are also
available, which include vouchers for free
drinks at the concession stand. Tickets
can be purchased at the Five Flags box
office or at FiveFlagsCenter.com. For
more information, call 563-589-4254
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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THU 1/14
Page & Palette Book
Group: Headlong

TUE 1/19

6 PM @ RIVER LIGHTS

You’re Better Than
Your Mess with
Rachel Hoffman

BOOKSTORE

6 PM @ ONLINE

Page & Palette is a book
group for art lovers.
Discuss Headlong: A Novel
by Michael Frayn. 1098
Main St. 563-556-4391.
riverlights.com.

Start the New Year right
by getting your household
chores organized! Author
Rachel Hoffman of UfYH
will share advice to inspire
you. Register before Jan.
11 to submit a question in
advance for Hoffman to
answer during her prerecorded event. Those who
register and submit questions will also be entered
to win a copy of each of her
books! RSVP not required.
Free. 563-489-4225 x2224.
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

MON 1/18
School’s Out Day
Camps: Animal
Confusion
9 AM AND 1 PM @
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI
RIVER MUSEUM
& AQUARIUM

Alligator vs. crocodile, lizards vs. salamanders, frogs
vs. toads—there are all different, but how can you tell?
Kindergarten–5th grade. Students are required to bring a
sack lunch. RSVP one week
prior to each session. 350 E
3rd St. 563-557-9545 x213.
rivermuseum.com/schoolsout.

DUBUQUE365.COM

Museum at Home:
Hard Won, Not
Done™: Beyond
the Exhibit
7 PM @ ONLINE

The National Mississippi
River Museum & Aquarium
Director of Curatorial Services will share stories of the
local, regional, and national

suffrage movement—both
those that did and did not
make it into the mini exhibit.
Q&A follows. Presented via
Zoom. Free. 563-557-9545.
rivermuseum.com/
virtual-programs.

WED 1/20

Nichole Gronvold
Roller Artist Talk
1 PM @ ONLINE

Illinois artist Nichole
Gronvold Roller will discuss
her Up Down and Through
exhibition at the Dubuque
Museum of Art. Gronvold
Roller explores Midwestern
landscapes and architecture
through her irregular polygonal canvases and abstract
kaleidoscope imagery. This
artist talk will be prerecorded, and the exhibition
continues through Feb. 7.
563-557-1851. dbqart.org.

WED 1/23
Voices of Hope from
the Holocaust
10 AM–NOON @ ONLINE

In light of the challenges of
our times, it is worthwhile to
look back to another
extremely challenging time
and hear the voices of those
who found meaning in their
suffering. Examine the lives
and words of women like
Edith Stein, Anne Frank, Etty
Hillesum, and Corrie ten
Boom. Facilitated by Sister
Mary Ellen Green, OP via
Zoom. RSVP by Jan. 21. $20.
608-748-4411.
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

Casper Bluff Open
Hike Luminaria Walk
6–8 PM @ CASPER BLUFF
LAND AND WATER
RESERVE (GALENA, IL)

In place of their traditional
Bonfire on the Bluff event,

Issue #376

JDCF is inviting the public
to an open hike night at the
Casper Bluff Land & Water
Reserve. Luminarias will
light the trails leading to the
Thunderbird effigy mound,
the Galena Rotary Pavilion,
and the new story walk for
kids. Jan. 30 snow date.
Free. 870 S Pilot Knob Rd.,
Galena, IL. 815-858-9100.
jdcf.org.

WED 1/27
Sustainable Book
Discussion: Braiding
Sweetgrass
6 PM @ ONLINE

Discuss Braiding Sweetgrass
by Robin Wall Kimmerer.
A botanist and a member
of the Citizen Potawatomi
Nation, Robin explores the
ways that we can learn from
nature. This virtual book
discussion is a partnership between Green Iowa
AmeriCorps, the DMASWA,
and Carnegie-Stout. RSVP.
Free. 563-589-4225.
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

December 23, 2020–January 20, 2021

THU 1/28

Don Becker’s
Automatons
& Puppets
7 PM @ ONLINE

Artist Don Becker will talk
about his artwork and
studio, demonstrate his
automatons and puppets,
and answer questions.
RSVP. 563-589-4225.
bit.ly/DBQAutomaton.

SAT 2/13
Ice Golf Classic
8 AM–5 PM @ MID-TOWN
MARINA (EAST DBQ, IL)

18-hole course, prizes
awarded. 50/50, raffle,
and silent auction. All the
proceeds benefit the kids at
St. Mark Youth Enrichment.
285 5th St, East Dubuque, IL.
563-582-6211. stmarkyouth
enrichment.org.
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GALENA
LIT FEST
JANUARY 16–30
ONLINE

Galena LitFest is back for a seventh
year in a virtual format with six events
between Jan. 16 and 30. Have brunch
with Agatha Christie. Come to dinner with Heather Gudenkauf. Hear the
poetry of Kevin Coval. Discuss literature
with Rebecca Makkai. Sharpen your
skills with workshops and lectures.
Join Clarke university’s Steve Bellomy, PhD on Saturday, Jan. 16 from 2
to 4 p.m. for a free interactive workshop
where you will explore several questions that pertain to detective fiction.
Kevin Coval will read his awardwinning BreakBeat poetry on Thursday,
Jan. 21 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. followed by
a Q&A. Although the event is free, you
can add a wine and charcuterie board
from the Grape Escape for a fee.
2019 Pulitzer Prize finalist Rebecca
Makkai will discuss her book The Great
Believers and her journey to becoming an author on Tuesday, Jan. 26
from 6 to 7 p.m. The event is free.

A free, interactive lecture with
Dr. Susan Stone from Loras College on Thursday, Jan. 28 from 6 to
7:30 p.m. focuses on the importance
of Native American oral storytelling and the themes found within.
The ever popular Chicago actress
Debra Miller will be debuting her portrayal of Agatha Christie on Sunday, Jan.
24 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets are $10
with optional brunch and champagne
add-ons from Fritz and Frites Bistro.
New York Times bestselling author
and Dubuque resident Heather
Gudenkauf, and uSA Today bestselling author Jean Rabe present “Dining with the Authors” on Saturday,
Jan 30 from 6 to 7 p.m. Tickets are
$15 with an optional dinner add-on
from the Desoto House Hotel.
Tickets and registration information can be found at the Galena Public
Library, by calling 815-777-0200,
or visiting GalenaLibrary.org. n

INDOOR DISC GOLF
EXPERIENCE
JANUARY 29 AND 30 @ 7 PM

DUBUQUE WINTER
FARMERS
MARKET
SATURDAYS: NOW THROUGH APRIL 24, 2021 @ 9 AM–NOON

KENNEDY MALL FORMER YOUNKERS MEN’S STORE (555 JFK RD)
Dubuque Winter Farmers Market will be
open every Saturday (except Dec. 26)
through April 24, 2021 from 9 a.m. to
noon in the Kennedy Mall. Winter Market
is held in the former Younkers Men’s
storefront near Planet Fitness. Approximately 35 regional vendors will be
offering seasonal produce, eggs, meats,
cheeses, honey, maple syrup, starter
plants, herbs, baked goods, and more.
Market Tokens are available for purchase at the Winter Market Information
Booth. use your credit, debit, or SNAP/
EBT card to purchase tokens that are
used just like cash at all vendor booths
In an effort to reduce, reuse, and
recycle, Winter Market organizers
encourage you to bring your own reusable shopping bags. They also offer a
recycling station that will accept clean
egg cartons, glass canning/mason
jars (only), and plastic grocery bags.
You can become part of the energy
by participating as a vendor, shopping each week, or volunteering. To

ONGOING

WEDNESDAYS @ 5:30 PM

registration. Players may form their
own groups of 6. Remaining players will be placed in groups.
The winner of each division is the
highest point total. Trophies can be
shipped to allow players the option of
leaving immediately after the event.
You can register now at
discgolfscene.com/tournaments/Iowa. n
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Toddler Time
1 ST TUESDAY @ 9 AND 10:30
AM AND 1 ST SATURDAY @
10:30 AM: THROUGH MAY 3
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI
RIVER MUSEUM

always, if you’d like one, there are
treats for the dogs in the car!
Admission is just $10 per vehicle at
the gate or $8 in advance at all DB&T
baking centers and all Hillcrest locations with proceeds benefiting the
programs of Hillcrest Family Services.
For more information, visit
ReﬂectionsInThePark.com. n
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Overcome your fear of
public speaking and develop
the skills to give an
organized, dynamic, and
interesting presentation.
Ages 18+. Free.
facebook.com/
toastmastersSpeakeasyClub.

& AQUARIUM

Backpocket Trivia

JANUARY 3 @ 5–10 PM
LOUIS MURPHY PARK
(1700 S GRANDVIEW AVE)

10

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Programs incorporate a
craft and story. Includes
parent/caregiver. $10 nonmembers; $8 members.
rivermuseum.com/
toddler-time.

REFLECTIONS
IN
THE PARK
OPEN DAILY NOW THROUGH
The 26th Annual Hillcrest Reflections in the Park runs daily from 5 to
10 p.m. through Jan. 3. Louis Murphy
Park features nearly 90 sponsored
light displays in addition to smaller
side pieces. It takes 15 minutes or less
to drive through the park. Take your
time and see all you want to see.
Santa Claus will be there every
Monday from 5 to 8 p.m. And, as

Toastmasters
2ND, 4TH, AND 5 TH

FIVE FLAGS CENTER (405 MAIN ST)
The Indoor Disc Golf Experience is back on
Jan. 29 and 30 at 7 p.m. at the Five Flags
Arena. This will be a regular Ace Race
style event where you get two shots for
points on each hole. The featured guest
is Philo Brathwaite, and Super Kick will
provide live music. Vendors will be on site
so you can load up for the 2021 season.
Registered players will get one
custom event stamp with their

volunteer, contact Paula Neuhaus at
neuhaus.paula@gmail.com. Vendor applications are available at
WinterMarketDbq.com. Founded in
2007 by a group of dedicated volunteers, Dubuque Winter Farmers Market
is made possible through partnerships
with the Four Mounds Foundation,
Kennedy Mall, and Dubuque Main, with
support from Premier Bank, City of
Dubuque, and Sustainable Dubuque.
Masks are required and will be
available for free at the door if you do
not have your own. For more information, visit WinterMarketDbq.com. n

Trivial Pursuit
1 ST THURSDAYS @ 8 PM
HOPS & RYE

Free. 1108 Locust St.
563-580-7354.
hopsandryebar.com.

Rock Star Bingo
FRIDAYS @ 8–10 PM
7 HILLS BREWING CO

MFC Teen Nights
WEDNESDAYS @
5:30–7:30 PM
MULTICULTURAL

TUESDAYS @ 7:30 PM

FAMILY CENTER

BACKPOCKET DUBUQUE

The MFC is the place for teens
to hang out and interact
in a safe, fun environment
that promotes unity among

Fun N Games hosts
weekly trivia. Prizes
awarded. 333 E 10th St.

diversity and empowers
youth to reach their potential.
Includes dinner and activities. Free. 1101 Central Ave.
563-582-3681. mFCdbq.org.

Just like “regular” bingo,
but the bingo numbers
are replaced with parts
of songs. If you know the
song title, place a bingo
chip on that square. Get 5
squares in a row and you’re
a winner! Free. 1085 Washington St. 563-587-8306.
7hillsbrew.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO YOu HAVE A TRI-STATE EVENT THAT YOu’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH OuR READERS?
LET uS KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON BY SENDING uS YOuR INFORMATION!
EMAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINE SuBMISSION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
DUBUQUE365.COM

MOVIE
NEWS
COMING SOON

MOVIE BUZZ

MONSTER HUNTER
(PG-13)

Disney is bringing back
some of our favorite
characters, actors, and
directors with its new
slate of live action Star
Wars content. Here are all the new Star Wars shows
you can expect on Disney+ soon... and the movies too.

NOW PLAYING

Behind our world, there is
another—a world of
dangerous and powerful
monsters that rule their domain with deadly
ferocity. When Lt. Artemis and her loyal
soldiers are transported from our world to the
new one, the unﬂappable lieutenant receives
the shock of her life. In a desperate battle for
survival against enormous enemies with
incredible powers and unstoppable, terrifying
attacks, Artemis teams up with a mysterious
hunter who has found a way to fight back.
Directed by Paul W.S. Anderson and stars Milla
Jovovich.

WONDER WOMAN
1984 (PG-13)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

Diana Prince lives quietly
among mortals in the vibrant,
sleek 1980s—an era of excess
driven by the pursuit of having it all. Though
she’s come into her full powers, she maintains a
low profile by curating ancient artifacts and
only performing heroic acts incognito. But
soon, Diana will have to muster all of her
strength, wisdom, and courage as she squares
off against Maxwell Lord and the Cheetah, a
villainess who possesses superhuman strength
and agility.

WE CAN BE
HEROES (PG)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

When alien invaders kidnap
Earth’s superheroes, their
children must team up and
learn to work together if they want to save their
parents and the world. Stars Pedro Pascal (The
Mandalorian), Priyanka Chopra Jonas, and
Christian Slater.

ESCAPE ROOM 2 (R)

the Book of Boba Fest: Teased at the end of season 2
of The Mandalorian, the bounty hunter finally gets his
now series. the mandalorian: It wasn’t announced,
but if there’s no season 3 of The Mandalorian, I’ll eat
my hat. obi-Wan Kenobi: Ewan McGregor and
Hayden Christensen make their much-anticipated
return in a new series that takes place 10 years after
the events of Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith. Ahsoka:
Following her live-action debut in The Mandalorian,
Dave Filoni and Jon Favreau helm this Rosario
Dawson starter on her hunt for Grand Admiral
Thrawn. rangers of the new republic: Filoni and
Favreau will develop a second show titled Rangers of
the New Republic also set during The Mandalorian
timeline. Andor: Diego Luna and Alan Tudyk will
return to the Star Wars universe in Andor, a prequel
series to Rogue One, set for a 12-episode release in
2022. lando: The smooth-talking smuggler will
return to the small screen, helmed by Justin Simien
(Dear White People). the Acolyte: The High Republic,
an era that takes place hundreds of years before the
Phantom Menace, will make its much-anticipated
live-action debut in a new series lead by Leslye
Headland as a mystery-thriller. misc.: As far as Star
Wars movies, Rogue Squadron is coming from Patty
Jenkins (Wonder Woman) in 2023, and an untitled
Taika Waititi Project. He directed Thor: Ragnarok.
A movie adaptation of
Ready Player Two is in
early development
according to author
Ernest Cline. The first
movie received only moderately positive reviews but
it became a decent box office success for Warner
Bros, earning over $580 million worldwide. But the
new book is not getting good reviews overall which
may hurt chances for a big screen adaptation.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30

Ben agrees to go with her
to the headquarters of
Minos in New York City. We
then cut to a plane crash,
but it’s not Zoey and Ben’s ﬂight. Instead it’s
a simulation of a new escape room created
by Minos that has a 4 percent chance of
survival. A shadowy figure then reveals that
he wants it ready for Zoey and Ben’s ﬂight.
DUBUQUE365.COM

Marvel Studios has
begun pressing forward with Black Panther 2 despite the tragic
death of Chadwick
Boseman. The story has yet to be revealed, but Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige did confirm they
won’t recast T’Challa. It was expected that Black
Panther 2 would see T’Challa reclaim the Wakandan
throne and be set up for an even bigger MCU future.
ISSuE #376
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SUNDOWN
MOUNTAIN RESORT
IS OPEN FOR
EXCITEMENT
BY BRYCE PARKS

For nearly 50 years, Sundown Mountain Resort has
been providing the Dubuque area with entertaining
outdoor activities that you just don’t find in many communities in Iowa or the region. Along with the rolling
hills, bluffs, and the mighty Mississippi River, which
we all take for granted, it’s just one more way Dubuquers are spoiled with great amenities… and loving it!
In this unending year of COVID-19, the dangers of
going stir-crazy at home are second only to the pandemic
itself, and Americans have returned to the great outdoors
for safe recreation and entertainment opportunities as
evidenced by a summer of sold-out pools, trampolines,
and sporting equipment. As the weather turns cold, the
need to stay active, stay social, and still stay safe has not
stopped, so we all turn to winter sports to feed the need.
We are very lucky in Dubuque to have two ski venues in
our vicinity, and one of them is right here in the backyard.
The timing of COVID coming to America somewhat spared Sundown the fate of so many other
local businesses, but now General Manager Mark
Gordon and his staff are finally getting into the fray
of opening for business and providing fun, safe, family entertainment amid the protocols and limitations
that so many have had to deal with since March.
“It was crazy. We had just started hearing rumors,
and we had to quit a week earlier than normal because
of the weather, and then boom, everything closed right
away all over. That helped so much with letting us plan,
but it also drove us insane with the waiting and nothings
happening. What do you do? So we did a ton of planning. We kept busy, made improvements, and worked
real hard to be ready to unveil our amended facilities and
programs to provide a safe, easy, and fun experience.”
“As we got to the summer sale, we saw that we still
had real strong interest and knew people were going to
come, so we had to prepare. The two things we identified early on with a real need to figure out was our
choke points (those spaces at the venue where
people tend to gather in large numbers),
and those are our rental building and
our restaurants. We learned a lot from
everyone else’s experiences and best
practices, and ski resort managers
would call each other to share ideas.”
“We also got an online ordering system in place, the Smart
Pass, which will let you get lift
passes, rental skis, lesson reservations, and even food in advance,
online without having to come inside
if you don’t want to. Pick your day,
pick your products, sign safety waivers, tell
them how big your kid’s shoe size is, and
we’ll get it ready for you. It’s all online.”
12
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Even after socialdistancing worries are a
thing of the past, this is
a tool that can make the
speed and convenience
of the Sundown experience better from here on.
“We continue to monitor local, state, and national
health directives related to COVID-19 and plan to implement procedures appropriate to the directives as they
evolve. A safe, healthy, and enjoyable ski and snowboarding season will require patient cooperation from
all our team members and guests. The rubber is about
to hit the road as we open on Saturday and we unveil
this to everyone. A lot of people are just going to show
up too, so it’s a learning experience for everyone.”
Mark expects people will quickly become used
to the safety and convenience of the program,
and it’ll take off as the season progresses.
When you talk about getting ready to open for
the season, the cooperation of Mother Nature and
the snow making itself is only one part of the bigger
picture. It’s also about getting the building ready and
the hiring, training, and staffing of all of the departments at the resort. Because of safety protocols, the
staff this year is bigger than ever at 320 employees.
And then you get around to making a ton of snow.
Many, many, many, tons of snow. This is possible
because Sundown has a permit with the Department
of Natural Resources that allows them to pump water
from the Little Maquoketa River at the base of the
mountain through an underground pipe system and
push it up through the air via 440 watt Italian-made
snow making guns at about 150 gallons per minute.
They’ve gotten very high tech. The new guns can
be controlled from your phone just like everything else
these days. But most of us don’t have a 440 watt plug
around the house. Over 150 of their energy-saving snow
guns also use a costly additive instead of relying on air
compressors to manufacture champagne snow that
grooms better and resists icing. The permit only
allows them to take 2,000 gallons per minute from
the river, so that’s why they try to maximize to process.
Years ago they were allowed to build a small dam
in the river to create the reservoir from which the
water is pulled while also allowing the river to continue flowing. It’s important to Sundown to remain
good stewards of the natural resources that they are
privileged to utilize in the operation of the ski resort.
They’re just borrowing it in the winter and will give it
back in the spring, so it’s a short term loan.
Sundown features 21 runs and 2 terrain
parks (progressive beginner and advanced)
where both skiers and snowboarders can take
advantage of challenging elements including
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jumps and rails. There are 4 lifts and 2 conveyor carpets.
There are also 3 lodges including the newest Mountain Center where most of the business happens from
offices, ticketing, ski rentals, and changing rooms as
well as seating for 150. The North Lodge holds the Tips
up Food & Spirits venue as well as the gift shop, Molly’s
Mountaintop Coffee, and a great view of everything
for up to 300 guests, at least during non-distancing
times that is. The South Lodge houses the ski patrol
and serves as a warming house on weekends.
The runs are groomed daily and stay open well past
dark thanks to 166 lights giving visitors a fully lit mountain
to enjoy. But first it had to get cold enough, long enough
to cover the earth in a thick blanket of the white stuff.
“I’m encouraged to get going,” shares Mark. “We had
a delay. I’d love to be skiing in October if we could. But
just having our beginner slope only open early, we still
had 350 people a day sticking it out on just a little baby
run. We even put features out there. They just wanted
to get out there, and it’s very encouraging. This weekend is another test. We’ve got good weather and more
runs opening, and now it’s starting to unfold into how
do you handle a lot of people in a property safely.”
This offseason wasn’t just about safely updates.
“We repainted everything and got new carpet last
year and because we knew we’d have to take a most of
the seating out for 2020, we wanted to upgrade. We
have a fantastic set of new live edge tables (where the
original gnarled shape of the edge of a tree beneath
its bark is not sawed off, but carefully preserved for a
raw look), big ones, and they’re all hight tops so you
can look out at the great views. From the top of the
mountain, you can view hundreds of square miles of
beautiful scenery. The lodges look really good, better than I’ve seen them since I’ve been here.”
Need a break from the slopes? Tips up, a newly
renovated bar and grill, is the place for fresh and hot
sandwiches, pizza, homemade soups and chili, and a
variety of appetizers and snacks. They have 11 beers on
tap, including a selection of craft beers, local brews,
and domestics. Tips up also features live music on the
weekends from 3 to 7 p.m. on Saturdays and 1–5 p.m.
on Sundays. Molly’s Mountaintop Coffee is also located
in the lower level of the North Lodge, serving up
gourmet coffee, mochas, hot chocolate, smoothies,
lemonade, and more. You order there online as well.
“We also wanted to push out our outdoor seating, and
halfway down the hill there’s a barn that used to hold
snow equipment, and we’re planning on reopening that
DUBUQUE365.COM
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SUNDOWN GENERAL MANAGER, MARK GORDON,
AND HIS LATE FATHER, GENE GORDON

TIPS UP FOOD & SPIRITS IN SUNDOWN’S NORTH LODGE

with a BBQ place out front, and make it like a campfire area where you can warm up but still be outside in
the middle of the mountain. We’re calling it the barn,
with Morton Barn doors and Christmas lights and
stereo, a full bar, and just a cosy place to get food.”
They try to promote a family atmosphere here, teaching
kids that are three years old while skiers that are well into
their advancing years still take to the slopes, promoting
outdoor activity, healthy lifestyles, exercise, and fresh air.
Many people still think of skiing as an expensive
hobby, mainly because of all the gear that is necessary to hit the slopes. While that perception was
strong and probably more true in the ’70s, it’s not the
case so much anymore. A season pass is $425 for the
year with a big discount for seniors and large families, and they are typically open for 100 to 110 days a
year. The Weekend Warrior pass is an even bigger
value for those that can’t ski during the weekday.
“We’ve had a really good reception to our Weekend Warriors package. When full memberships were
falling off a bit a few years back, they introduced the
discounted weekend only pass. People really responded
to that, and ridership increased dramatically to the
point when, pre-COVID, we thought we might have
to raise the price for fear that we run out of space. It
got a lot of people involved in skiing in the last few
years, so we’re really growing with our memberships.
It’s discounted for a summer pre-buy but still only
$195 right now. Ski all you want, every weekend, all
season long for that price, no blockout dates, and skip
the lines at the outdoor Weekend Warrior Window.”
That’s a great value. There’s also peace of
mind this year when buying season passes.
Qualifying passholders will receive a future-use
voucher if Sundown is closed because of COVID19 between Dec. 15, 2020 and April 1, 2021.
A lot of families take vacations and travel to do this
kind of thing in most parts of the country, and Sundown
allows for easy accessibility in the Midwest, keeping family winter vacations affordable. A lift ticket is
normally $31 to $48 depending on the day of the week
and with ski rentals it’s $57 to $81. Plus, kids under 5 get
in free with a paid adult. Beginner rates are lower, and
there are special packages available for starter packs,
multi-day packages, Fabulous Friday Nights, as well as
discounts for veterans and college students and staff.
It’s key to wear the proper clothing, dress in layers,
and waterproof on the outside. After that, Sundown
has you covered. You don’t have to own any specialized
gear to come out and ski, and their rental equipment is
good. These are not the loaner clubs from the public golf
course. The rental department is extensive, and every

year they invest tens of thousands of dollars to update
the current inventory to try to keep it fresh and modern.
As I said at the beginning of the story, current times have driven people outside to stay
active and entertained. Mark Gordon likes what
that could mean for Sundown’s 2020–21 season.
“I’m hoping we have the same effect bikes, campsites, and golf; all the outdoor activities people love,
have had this summer, where participation was pegged.
There’s no reason why skiing would be any different.”
Locals are still easily the biggest draw for Sundown,
but a lot of visitors come from Cedar Rapids, Iowa
City, Waterloo, and the Quad Cities including a good
number of season pass holders. In fact, season pass
holders come from as far as Chicago to ski Dubuque.
Much like casino gamers or golfers, people who love
to ski Dubuque also love to take on other runs in the
Midwest and out west. For Sundown, this is not competition; it’s an opportunity for partnership to provide
greater services to their customers. Full Season Pass
Memberships at Sundown get you discounts and perks
at venues in Boone and Honey Creek, IA; Chestnut
Mountain Resort in Galena, IL; Mount Horeb, WI; Kewaskum, WI; Andalusia, IL; Kelloog, ID; and Superior, WI.
Massive features like half pipes are generally
reserved these days for the huge ski areas out west.
Sundown is not Colorado and doesn’t claim to be,
but for local ski lovers and for those transplants from
Colorado who find themselves living near Dubuque,
they’re just what the doctor ordered. They appreciate what they have here, and it’s just down the road
for Dubuquers, not a trip you have to plan around.
“We’ve also got some great clubs. Two big ones
are our ski team which is a really nice group of 85
kids, strong competitors becoming great downhill
skiers, and the other is Midwest Freeriders which
started two years ago. They’re going more on the
groove of snowboarding kind of stuff or skiing but on
freestyle terrain. Each speaks to a different type of
personality. Each practices several times a week.”
Speaking of family fun, the story of how Sundown
came to be and the history of the ownership is a good
one and especially poignant this year. While Mark Gordon returned to Dubuque to run Sundown in 2015, he
had spent 31 years in a non-parallel job far from home.
“Maybe I was the least qualified guy to take over the
job,” Mark jokes, “but one of the most passionate ones.”
And then there’s the family ties that can’t be denied.
Sundown essentially came from one gentleman’s vision: Mark’s father, Gene Gordon.
In the early 1970s, Gene began researching the Dubuque area looking for just the right
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piece of land to fit the diverse needs of a ski facility. In reading topography maps and contour lines
for the hills, he looked for a home that would allow
for decent vertical for faster skiing, gentle slopes
for beginners, and access to plentiful water.
They opened in the late ’70s, when Mark was just
8 years old, with one chair lift and a half dozen rope
tows. Then they added another lift and another, then
a building and so on it goes. Five instructors became
10, and now they have 320 people on the payroll.
Sadly, Gene Gordon passed away at age 90
in October of this year, one of the 300,000+
Americans taken from us by COVID-19.
“My mom (Virginia) is still very active with
Sundown, and she’s 89. Having everyone get
together and going through all the things Dad
did in the community is staggering.”
Gene served the Y’s Men’s Club, was a 50+ year
member of the Rotary Club, and spent 30 years on the
Bethany Home board, and was an elder and trustee of
the Westminster Presbyterian Church. He also loved
sports of all kinds like golf, tennis, and scuba diving,
including being an active skier well into his 80s.
“But his overwhelming contribution to the Dubuque
community was Sundown because it had that human
element,” Mark remembers. “He was an architect and a
passionate skier, and learning that craft of architecture
let him to see that he could layout a chairlift line and
design a lodge. He just need a guy who knew pumps.
He found that guy in Bill Mcilhenny and those two
guys really got it started. Several other local families
then invested to make it all possible. They got on just
at the right time with a meteoric rise in the popularity
of skiing in the ‘70s. People got hooked, and there are
people who have been regulars at the venue since it
opened. One gentleman named Tony has been teaching
skiing since 1974. I can’t have a meeting where someone
doesn’t tell me, ‘Hey, my uncle used to work there.’”
It’s been a part of a lot of families lives in Dubuque
for five decades. And so Mark Gordon carries the
torch now for his family. And as much as he knows
about Sundown and the job of making it all work,
he admits it’s still always a fresh challenge.
“If you could film my day tomorrow, you would have
several laughs. The sheer chaos of running a ski resort,
the days just go flying by because there is so much going
on. But after the first few days, you get into a rhythm. It’s
tricky. We have our own water system to manage, our
own police and medical force with our ski patrol. It’s 320
people having to work in concert to make it a great experience for the customer. I challenge people to come out
all the time, and one thing I say is get your heart rate up.
Try something new, It’s a great sport. It’s a great time.”
Sundown Mountain Ski Resort is located at 16991
Asbury Rd. in Dubuque, just west of Asbury, IA.
They’re open Tuesday through Sunday with some
special hours on holidays. Get all the details including group rates, a trip planner, and a list of special events all on their website, sundownmtn.com.
You can also call them at 563-556-6676.
Sundown also keeps an active Facebook presence
with what’s happening from current conditions to event
and entertainment opportunities. Avid ski fans have been
following daily updates on snowmaking and weather
conditions as a hopeful opening day approached and
the runs finally opened. Follow them to keep up to
date of even just for the fun pictures they post. Follow them at facebook.com/SundownMountainResort. n
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NEW BOWLING &
ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE OPENS
IN PEOSTA
Round Two, a new bowling alley,
restaurant, and family entertainment
center opened on Dec. 12, 2020 at
8412 Commercial Ct. in Peosta, IA.
Proprietors Dave and Tracie Pettera chose the name as it’s their
second go at this kind of business,
formerly owning Cascade Lanes &
Lounge and Happy Joe’s Pizza which
were badly damaged in a 2019 fire.
The 3-million-plus project boasts
more than 17,000 sq. ft. with 12 bowling
lanes, an arcade game section, as well
as a new restaurant with fireplaces that
features fare from Dubuque’s Shot Tower
Inn including pizza, sandwiches, appetizers, and a lunchtime salad bar. In fact,
their lunch buffet will be open Monday–
Friday. Fill up on chicken, pasta, pizza,
salad, and dessert. Adults can also enjoy
12 beers on tap and more than 40 beer
choices at the full-service, 60-foot bar.
It was envisioned as a full-service family
entertainment venue, not just a new bowling alley. But if you want to bowl, you’re
going to love the ultra modern touches
to the lanes. HyperBowling uses creative
lighting effects such as light bouncing
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off bumpers and light reacting to music
to create its own light show. And as your
ball rolls down the lane, light follows like a
comet. If you like to bowl with friends, consider the option of closing off four of the
lanes to yourself with a big barn door and
garage doors that lower from the ceiling
Round Two will be hosting leagues
starting in January 2021. All ages, skill,
and competition levels, both individual
and full leagues, will be available.
Some of the high-end games in the
arcade, like virtual reality game Virtual
Rabbids, are equal to what you might find
in Wisconsin Dells or even Disneyland. The
Pettera’s visited many other new facilities in the country to get ideas for what
would be great in their own new venue.
This summer should also bring
an outdoor patio, sand volleyball
courts, and live music when we finally
get past this awful pandemic.
Learn more at round2bowl.com or follow them at facebook.com/round2bowl.
The phone number is 563-239-2000.
For details on bowling leagues,
contact Dave at 563-239-2000 or
email dave@round2bowl.com. n
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IT’S JUST A SANDWICH
BY MARK HERMAN, OWNER AND MANAGER OF FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ
When COVID is finally behind us, many of
you may want to visit your favorite restaurants. Great idea! The problem is many
of them will no longer be in business.
In less than nine months, the restaurant
industry has been decimated. Nearly
110,000 restaurants have permanently
closed their doors. It is estimated that
another 10,000 will close by year-end.
There are projections by industry analysts
that state up to 75 percent of independent establishments will not survive. So
you’ll have fewer options, and perhaps
your favorite restaurants will be among
those that have closed. But the impact of
these closures will not be limited to the
restaurant industry and its customers. No,
the impact will eventually be felt throughout your community. You may say, “So
what? Yes there are fewer restaurants.
I don’t eat out much. I can grab a bite
anywhere. After all, it’s just a sandwich.”
Obviously, there will be an increase in
unemployment. The restaurant industry
has historically had a significant role in
the U.S. workforce. Roughly 10 percent
of the U.S. workforce is employed in the
restaurant industry. This doesn’t include
the other industries that employ millions of Americans that supply goods
and services to restaurants. Over 50
percent of all adults have worked in a
restaurant at one time. For 25 percent
of all adults, a restaurant job was their
first employment. It’s just a sandwich!
The loss of any business in a community has several negative financial
impacts. The National Restaurant
Association projects $240 billion in losses
through the end of 2020. This loss is not
isolated to the industry alone, but spread
and magnified throughout the economy.
When looked at locally, communities will
experience a decrease in tax revenue due
to restaurant closures. Quite often, these
restaurants are regional destinations,
and their absence will have a tremendous
impact on tourism dollars. The workers
displaced by these closures have less
income to spend in their community.
Other businesses in the community that
provide goods and services to the restaurants lose a valuable revenue stream. If
severe enough, it impacts their spending
habits, hiring habits, trade relationships,
and the flow of commerce. The loss of
one business causes a cascading effect
on the local economy. It’s just a sandwich!
In smaller communities, it is unlikely
that new restaurants will quickly fill the
vacancies. The loss of dining establishments in smaller communities can stunt
economic development. Restaurants can
DUBUQUE365.COM

be an anchor for attracting other businesses to their communities, especially
retailers looking to fill empty store fronts,
create jobs and provide needed or desired
goods and services. Families looking to
relocate want well-rounded towns with
options for food, entertainment, and
recreation. Most small, rural communities take pride in having a grocery store,
hardware store, and pharmacy (core
retail businesses). But for those businesses to survive, they need a thriving
local economy that includes a strong mix
of businesses that provide a range of
goods and services, including restaurants
and retailers. Small towns without major
employers (bedroom communities) will
see their residents increasingly purchasing
a higher percentage of their goods and
services in the larger communities where
they work if there isn’t a wide variety of
goods and services where they live. This
makes it increasingly difficult to retain
those core businesses as they experience
insufficient sales to be viable. Absence of
these core businesses detracts from the
small town lifestyle people in rural America have come to love. It’s just a sandwich!
The term “restaurant industry” is used,
but we’re not talking about large corporations here. We are talking about privatelyowned establishments with one, maybe
two locations and less than 50 employees;
commonly worked by the owners and their
families. These family businesses under
the best of circumstances have very small
profit margins, and any decrease in sales
makes profitability nearly impossible.
Small businesses such as restaurants have
been the engine of growth in the U.S. with
47 percent of the workforce employed by
small businesses. So while that corner deli
or hot dog stand or barbecue joint may
not look like much, they’re important; not
just to the owners and staff, but to the
economy as well. It’s just a sandwich!
It’s not just financial. Increased unemployment creates a sense of loss that
impacts the individuals and the community psychologically. Towns may lose
a cherished gathering place, especially
important to smaller rural places. You say
it’s just a meal out, it’s not really important. We’re not talking about grabbing
a quick bite to eat for lunch or between
errands. We’re talking respite, letting
someone else cook, perhaps forgetting
about your troubles for even a brief time
while you enjoy the company of friends
and families. People are social animals,
and they need to be out in the community.
Restaurants and bars have played a huge
role in filling that need. Communities may

lose a sense of identity when popular
regional restaurants are no longer in
existence. Need a caterer for a special
event? Good luck. Need to rent space
for a wedding reception, anniversary, or
retirement party with food service? Well
maybe or maybe not. It’s just a sandwich!
How can you help stop these devastating trends and projections? If you’re
comfortable, please visit your favorite
restaurants for a meal. Please understand
restaurant owners’ and managers’ number
one job is the safety and comfort of their
patrons. They are part of the community;
their customers are friends, neighbors,
and family. They are not going to put
your safety at risk. Restaurants by nature
are very good at adhering to the safety
standards developed by their state and
local governing authorities. But if you’re
not comfortable dining in public, please
consider a take-out order. Many restaurants can complete a transaction over the
phone and will deliver the food to your
car. Also consider a gift card. Most people
are delighted to receive a card they can
spend as they wish at their favorite eating
place, bar, or retailer. Every bit helps.
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FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ
FRIED CATFISH PO’BOY

Help save your favorite restaurants.
After all it’s just a sandwich (or is it?)
This isn’t limited to restaurants, fill in what you wish:
It’s just a beer!
It’s just a book!
It’s just a movie!
It’s just a piece of jewelry!
It’s just a piece of art!
Oh, you say, “But I can buy that online.”
Sure you can, but please do it locally.
When you purchase online from big corporations, you’re a transaction. Local retailers are part of the community. They’re
about personal service and developing
relationships. They need your support.
And by the way, the money stays
in town. It’s just a sandwich! n
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TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
WED 12/23

Randy Droessler &
Steve Cavanaugh
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Honky Tonkers
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

SAT 12/26

The Resistors
6 PM @ Lena, IL

Secrets
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Joie Wails Acoustic
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Matt Meyer
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Rock Star Bingo
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Scott Waterhouse
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Broken Rubber Band
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Secrets
6 PM @ Stone Cliff
Leo David & Danny Parker
6 PM @ Wicked Dame
Kampfire Kings
7 PM @ Grape Escape
HTMF
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

SuN 12/27

Casey Klein
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape
Jordan Danielsen
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Brook Byam
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

THu 12/31

Laura McDonald &
Marcus DeJesus
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Becky McMahon
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn
Rock Star Bingo
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

SAT 1/2

A Pirate Over 50
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Roy Schroedl
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Max Kowalske
3 PM @ Sundown

Jimmy Welty Band
6 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Josh Yeltman
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Kampfire Kings
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Ethridge Netz
7 PM @ Dimensional
Brewing Co.

Shekinah King
7 PM @ Grape Escape
Big Mojo
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

SuN 1/3

Jef Spradley
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Jimmy Welty Band
8 PM @ Burkey’s Bar & Grill

Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Massey Road
9 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Massey
Fisherman’s Wharf

FRI 1/1

SAT 1/9

Massey Road
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar & Grill

Matt Meyer
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Jordan Danielsen &
Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Mark Zalaznik
2 PM @ Mid-Town Marina

FRI 1/8

Jordan Danielsen
3 PM @ Stone Cliff

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

SuN 1/10

Tony Walker
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape
Al Ronek
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Three On The Tree
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

FRI 1/15

Bree Morgan
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain
John Moran
6 PM @ Stone Cliff
Three-Quarter Buzz
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn
Rock Star Bingo
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

SAT 1/16

Casey Klein
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Joie Wails
6 PM @ Stone Cliff
16
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Yellow Brick Road
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Massey Road
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Theresa Rosetta
7 PM @ Dimensional
Brewing Co.

Rock Star Bingo
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

A Few Blind Mice
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Burkey’s

David Minnihan
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Broken Rubber Band
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Gypsy & Resident
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Bryce Reeg & Dayton Olson
6 PM @ Dimensional
Brewing Co.

Secrets
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

SuN 1/17

Massey Road
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape
Tony Walker
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Brook Byam
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

THu 1/21

Bryce Reeg & Dayton Olson
5 PM @ Dimensional
Brewing Co.

FRI 1/22

Joie Wails
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Theresa Rosetta
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

DUBUQUE365.COM

SAT 1/23

SuN 1/24

Dayton & Bryce
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape
Secrets
3 PM @ Stone Cliff

FRI 1/29

Three-Quarter Buzz
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Rock Star Bingo
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

SAT 1/30

Jimmy Welty Band
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain

SuN 1/31

Max Kowalske
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape
Jeff Spradley
3 PM @ Stone Cliff

SAT 2/6

Joie Wails Band
3 PM @ Sundown

SuN 2/7

Joie Wails Acoustic
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Tony Walker
1 PM @ Sundown

Missbehavin’
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Open Mic with Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

ISSuE #376

DECEMBER 23, 2020–JANuARY 20, 2021

365INK MAGAZINE

NIGHTLIFE

17

Columnists

ADO’S TASTE
OF EUROPE
HOMEY BALKANS
NOW IN DUBUQUE
BY SUNIL MALAPATI
Ado’s Taste of Europe is an apt title for
what this restaurant and grocery offers.
Ado refers to the nickname of Adnan
Masinovic, beloved son of the owners, and
representative of the homey food served
in the restaurant. The rather ambitious
“Taste of Europe” might refer to the range
of Balkan goodies you can buy in the
grocery store, though it represents a small
slice of a lesser-known region of Europe.
Mirsad Masinovic is a refugee from
the densely forested northwestern
Bosnia, close to Croatia, and has lived in
Dubuque for close to two decades. He
worked many jobs, most notably trucking
for Eagle Window and Door. He went
back to Bosnia after a divorce to marry
Emina and brought her and stepdaughter
Selina to Dubuque. After he was laid off
this April amid the pandemic, the family

18

decided to look into opening a grocery
store with takeout food, and that plan
eventually morphed into a restaurantgrocery store combination. They looked
at successful Bosnian restaurants in
Waterloo and looked inward at their
own tastes when deciding on the menu
and what they would sell. It should
come as no surprise, food at Ado’s feels
like being invited to a family meal.
Hospitality seems to come naturally
to the Masinovics; when I visited Ado’s
early in the morning to learn more about
the food and the venture, Selina offered
me some Bosnian coffee. I immediately
felt at home! Bosnians love their coffee, developing a taste as children. One
of the oldest drinks in the world, coffee
traditions are firmly established in many
countries in this part of the world. Coffee

Columnists 365INK MAGAZINE December 23, 2020–January 20, 2021

Issue #376

PLATTER

is an invitation to dawdle, to sip small
cups by pouring from a small coffee pot
called dvezva. The coffee grounds settle
at the bottom, and you can stir it to make
it stronger; it is not as thick as Turkish
coffee, but stronger than drip coffee.
You can buy yourself your own dvezva
and cups in the store and many different kinds of Bosnian coffee (roasted to
Bosnian preferences, not grown there).
Bosnian cuisine in particular and Balkan food in general shows both European
and Asian influences. The meat is treated
with few spices and mostly grilled; the
sweets often quite complex and calorie
dense; the bread a marvelous hybrid
of pita and English muffin. The flavor
base is a mixture of dehydrated root
vegetables like carrot, parsnip, potato,
and celery with small amounts of herbs
and spices like parsley, black pepper,
and nutmeg. You can buy the flavor base
in small packets (trade name: Vegeta,
no, not the Dragon Ball smirker). Most
of the flavor is from the meat or vegetables cooked in their own juices, with
the humble results enormously appealing. No wonder Dubuque has embraced
Ado’s in the short time it has been open!
Any discussion of Ado’s food has to
start with Lepinja, the flatbread with
a slight sourdough taste, a naan-like
texture on the outside and an English
muffin texture inside—lots of nooks and
crannies toasting and buttering. It is
unlike any bread I have tasted, and I fell
in love with it immediately. Ado’s gets
the bread partially baked from a Bosnian
supplier in St. Louis and bakes them
fresh every day. The bread is a staple
of almost all dishes and their platters.
If you are looking for enough food
to feed a small army, start with one of
those platters. Four of our COVID family
shared a $25 platter for dinner, and we
all had enough for lunch the next day!

In addition to the flatbread and French
fries, the platter included chicken, steak,
beef sausages, grilled minced beef, sweet
peppers, and mushrooms. The sausages
(both the link sausage and cevapi, the
most popular of the sausages) come from
a supplier of Bosnian groceries. Both the
sausages are very beef-forward with few
spices to mask the flavor. A Bosnian style
hamburger is made with minced beef,
garlic, olive oil, parsley, and black pepper
and has the texture of beef shawarma.
The platter is certainly a feast for meatlovers. I personally could have used more
vegetables or some fresh elements to
provide a break from all the meat. There
must have been others who felt the same
way because Ado’s is now offering more
options in catered choices: rice with vegetables, mashed potatoes, just flatbread,
and grilled meats as you want them.
The aforementioned grilled meats are
also the basis of sandwiches. A fair warning: the portions are huge and make for a
pretty big meal. The cevapi and chicken
are served between sliced flatbread with
onions and sour cream. The link sausage
is served with lettuce, onion and tomatoes. The European hamburger is served
with lettuce, onion, and tomatoes with
ranch dressing. The addition of lettuce
and tomatoes helps with the balance of
meat and bread, with some sandwiches
feeling rather heavy. Again, it seems
Ado’s has listened to patrons and now
offers a meal with grilled chicken, rice
with vegetables, and a side salad.
In addition to grilled meats, Ado’s
also has the special of the day on certain
weekdays. The specials are family recipes
and have that special touch of a handeddown recipe about them. Sarma is a
classic dish from the region, with rice
and smoked ground beef wrapped in a
cabbage leaf and served with a flavorful paprika-based sauce. Just as there
DUBUQUE365.COM
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is a meatloaf for every
family, there is a Sarma
for every family, and this
one is from Emina. The
smoky taste pervades
the sauce with creamy
mashed potatoes as the
perfect complement.
Sarma is served every
Tuesday. Thursday speCOFFEE
cials are stuffed peppers
with mashed potatoes and sauce—I did not get to
taste that, I will reserve that for future visits!
One set of menu items that have to be ordered ahead
of time are the pies. These do not look like what you
expect. The pie-filling can be beef, cheese, or spinach
(with ricotta-like cheese). It is wrapped in dough in the
form of a cylinder, and the cylinder is arranged in the
form of a loose spiral before baking. The pie is a labor of
love and tastes great whether fresh out of the oven or
cold the next day. I ate a small spinach pie on a long car
ride and not only did it taste delicious cold, it sustained
me for the whole ride! You do need to order the pies
the day before as it does take time for Emina or Selina
to carefully roll and wrap them. It is worth the wait.
My absolute favorite item on the menu, and luckily
one you only wait for few minutes for, are the crepes.
Delicate crepes filled with Nutella (chocolate-hazelnut
heaven) and berries and topped with strawberry,
chocolate or caramel sauce. You can buy crepe mix in
their store and try and make it yourself, but I prefer to
let the chefs do what they do best and just indulge.

PIES

In addition to crepes, there are a lot of sweets on
display in the grocery store portion of Ado’s. Many of
them carry strange and exotic names to me, but perhaps
nothing more than a hug from home to the Masinovic
family. If you are doubtful about what is in a package,
the owners are more than willing to tell you all about it.
I decided to try Lokum with walnuts, a kind of Turkish delight I was assured would be perfect with coffee.
Small cubes of gustatory pleasure dusted in sugar, one
or two of these were indeed perfect with or without
coffee. I am now fighting with my sister and kids over
the remaining pieces (should have gotten another box).
Walking into an ethnic food store or a restaurant is
a brief sojourn into another culture, unfamiliar syllables
dancing on the tongue intoxicated by new flavors and
textures. The warm hosts (somehow “proprietors” seems
too cold a word) seem excited to show you around
and share a bit of themselves through their food and
drink. I knew little of Balkan food going in, and I cannot
wait to explore more with Ado’s. Dubuque, I am hoping you will do your part in keeping them around! n

ADO’S TASTE OF EUROPE,
RESTAURANT & GROCERY

3250 KENNEDY CIR SUITE 4B, DUBUQUE, IA
563-239-9799
Facebook: Ado’s Taste of Europe
Hours: Sun and Tue–Sat: 10 AM–6 PM; Mon: Closed

SUNIL MALAPATI
SUNIL IS NERDY ABOUT ALL THINGS FOOD,
SCIENCE, FOOD SCIENCE AND THEATRE. HE
WILL GLADLY ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS
(AS WELL AS BORE YOU WITH FOOD LORE) IF
YOU EMAIL HIM AT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

WHO HAS TIME TO EAT
HEALTHY IN 2021? YOU DO!
BY HY-VEE NUTRITIONISTS MEGAN HORSTMAN (ASBURY) AND AMY CORDINGLEY (LOCUST)
Sadly, willpower doesn’t always win. Stress and life?
Those get in the way, too. Therefore your attempt at
eating healthy is usually the first to go. But Happy New
Year, readers! January marks the start of resolution
season, and weight loss typically tops the list. What
are you going to do differently this year? There is an
often forgotten weight management secret—a secret
that doesn’t require detox dieting or cardboard meals.
This secret is a simple, yet powerful, habit to develop.
Preparation! That’s it! Without this, even the most
dedicated healthy eaters can fall off track. Now that you
know the secret, here’s how to put forth the effort.
Stop your Scroll and Make a Meal Plan: There’s no
guessing how much time is spent on our phones these
days, as a daily average report is sent at the end of
each week (whether you were asking for one or not).
Ever wonder how productive you’d be if you weren’t
nose deep in your news feed? Take 20 minutes between
social media sites and sit down and plan a weekly menu.
Heck, just worry about the dinner meal (bonus if those
dinner ideas have leftovers = lunch the next day).
Don’t Start from Scratch: Sure, the cookbook you
received from your grandma has hundreds of wonderful recipes, but the last thing you need to worry
about are new menu items while working on this
DUBUQUE365.COM

new habit. Start with your go-to meals—tacos, spaghetti, or soups, perhaps. Repeat these every few
weeks. Then, when you’re up to it, add a new recipe.
hy-vee.com has hundreds to choose from. Or, take
advantage of your Hy-Vee dietitian’s new Healthy Habits
program—a weekly meal plan made just for you.
Lean on Frozen Veggies: Just as nutritious as their
fresh counterparts, frozen produce should be a staple
on your grocery list. First of all, many of us don’t eat the
recommended five cups of fruits and veggies daily, and
no meal is complete without a pop of color. Brave the
cold and take a peek behind the frozen doors. There are
so many products that abandon the bland and scream
flavor, making it an easy add to your meal plates.
Ask for Help: Your solution for all your resolutions?
Possibly some guidance from a Hy-Vee dietitian. Turn
your health goals into action with some assistance
from a nutrition expert, as consultations and a variety
of programs are offered both in person and virtually.
Life’s hectic, but remember meal planning and
eating healthy doesn’t have to be. I dare you to do
this year differently. Small steps lead to big wins,
and a dietitian found within the walls of Hy-Vee can
help you attain anything you want. During year 2021,
be sure to make your health priority number one!
Issue #376

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please
consult a medical professional for individual advice.
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HOW ABOUT A
WARM COAT?
BY BOB GELMS

The title of this review refers to the
most famous book written by John le
Carré, sometimes known by his real
name David John Moore Cornwell. Mr.
le Carré was a quite successful clandestine intelligence operative for the
British secret service MI5 and MI6.
He loved to write, and his handlers
thought it was the perfect cover for his
day job. Le Carré wrote two especially
good spy thrillers and everyone was
happy… until… he wrote his third novel,
The Spy Who Came In From The Cold
(see the title of this review ). It was a
publishing phenomenon, selling madly
all over the world. His days of clandestine intelligence work were over.
John le Carré died last week at the
age of 89 but not before utterly upending a whole genre of fiction. Before Le
Carré, espionage stories were nothing more than glittered-up cartoons.
Some of them amazingly popular like
James Bond and Matt Helm. They bore
about the same real life comparison
to actual espionage work as does a
bowling ball to a stalk of celery.
After LeCarré, writers were
free to explore the deadly work of
the courageous men and women
who put their lives in mortal danger for king and country.
Mr. le Carré wrote 25 novels and not
a bad one in the bunch. They were written with a sophistication and ingenuity
not existing in the section of the library
in which you would find his books.
They all had three-dimensional characters, elegant prose, and plots that are
intricate and fun to piece together.
One of his great creations was so
believable that a rumor had it that
MI5 and MI6 got letters addressed to
George Smiley. He was featured in a
number of novels. He was balding,
round around the middle, and had a
penchant for the intellectual. We never
find out if George Smiley enjoyed
martinis let alone whether or not he
enjoyed them shaken not stirred.
I have enjoyed seven or eight
novels penned by Mr. le Carré. My list
of favorites need not go any further
than #1 and #1a. I will tell you that
The Spy Who Came In from The Cold
holds one of those places, and the
other place is held by one of John le
Carré’s lesser known works that is
grossly under appreciated despite
being made into a movie starring
20
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Pierce Brosnan. The Tailor of Panama is
some of the finest satire I’ve read since
Jonathon Swift’s A Modest Proposal.
It’s probably more fun than you are
allowed to have with you clothes on.
Harry Pendel is a successful tailor catering to the rich and powerful
in Panama and elsewhere in Central
America. What neither his client nor
his family realize is that Harry’s entire
background, including his partner in
the tailoring business, is completely
fabricated. Harry is an ex-convict
who learned to be a tailor in prison.
Then, Andy Osnard shows up. Andy
is an MI6 agent, and when he discovers Harry’s secret background, they,
together, hatch a plot to embezzle
money from the British government.
I mean, what could go wrong?
It turns out, pretty much everything.
The plot starts to unravel in spectacular
fashion. The US government begins a
large investigation as does the Panamanian government. The whole thing
ends with bombs and fireworks or, more
appropriately, shock and awe, all of it
caused by the US military commencing to, once again, invade Panama. The
USA should probably pay Panama for
letting us use their country for our war
games. Anyway. It winds up with Harry
watching the finale of his embezzlement scheme play out before him as he
watches the US Army invade Panama
from the picture window of his house.
Finally, in my homage to John
le Carré, where does it say that an
enormously gifted writer could not
be inspired by another enormously
gifted writer? Mr. le Carré has said in
interviews and in print that he was
inspired to write The Tailor of Panama
by reading Our Man In Havana by the
great British writer Graham Greene.
John le Carré will be missed
as one of the great writers of the
20th century. As, I’m sure, so will
David John Moore Cornwell. n
DUBUQUE365.COM
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WHAT WILL
YOU DOUBLE
DOWN ON?
BY MATT BOOTH

We live in uncertain times, times of change, complication, and confusion. People are mentally fragile—doing
and saying things they would not normally do and
say. People are uncertain about mandates, vaccines,
quarantines, and isolation. People are confused about
gathering, going to worship, going to the store, to
work, and to school. People want life to go back to
normal, and some people have just given up hope!
Now is not the time to give up, quit, or lose hope.
In this uncertain world, now is the time to figure out
what you are certain about! It is time to double down!
Double down and push all your chips into the middle
of the table and bet on what you know to be true!
I am not sure when this COVID storm
will end, but I am certain it will end.
I am not certain if I should go to the gym,
a restaurant, church, or the store. I am certain
my wife loves me. I’ll double down on that!

THE HOUSE
OF YOUR
DREAMS
BY PAM KRESS-DUNN

I had that dream again last night, walking through
a house I used to live in. Sometimes it’s wonderful,
peeking into rooms I loved and miss. Other times, it’s
eerie, redecorated by new owners who might be lurking around the next corner. But it’s always a house I
once knew well. Maybe you have those dreams, too.
Dreaming of the house on Dover Court in Davenport
catapults me back to early childhood. Memories of that
place are hazy, centered mostly outside, not in, so this
dream elicits a desperate hope that, this time, I will finally
get to see the room I slept in from age zero to five, the one
I don’t remember at all. Old family photos reveal the living
room with its retro television, and the kitchen with the
table I’m writing on today, but that’s all. I want to go back,
but even in my sleep, it’s frustratingly hazy. What I think I
remember about that house is, I’m afraid, just something
I’ve seen in photos. That’s documentation, not memory.
It was the house on Cedar Street I visited last night. I was
there, inside the ranch house we moved to in 1957, our home
until Mom died twenty years ago. I loved that house fiercely,
using its address in so many passwords my computer finally
forced me to change them. It was no McMansion, but had
built-in bookcases, mahogany trim, and a great yard for
pitching a tent over the clothesline. Not until my sister and
I moved out did our folks add wall-to-wall carpet, AC, and
DUBUQUE365.COM

I am uncertain how many speaking programs I will have in 2021, but I do know I am
amazing in a room full of people with a microphone (virtually or on-site). I will bet on that!
I am confused and uncertain about vaccines. I am
certain that I am a beloved child of God and a follower of Jesus. Just pushed my chips in the middle.
Stop wasting time worrying and complaining about
what is uncertain and confusing. Focus on what you
know to be true and get to work improving it. Grab a
pen and paper and write down your certainties. Have
the people around you do the same! What do you
know for certain? What are you willing to go all-in on?
Your career? Your friends? Your home? Your kids? Your
health? Your marriage? Your relationships? Your business? Your community? Your faith? Your country?
As we slam the door on 2020 (do not let it hit you
on the way out), and roll into 2021, do not expect this
mess to automatically go away when you turn the
page in December. I am challenging you to join me in
doubling down and pushing your chips into the middle
of the table on your certainties. What are your personal certainties? What will you double down on? n

MATT BOOTH
TO FIND OuT HOW MATT CAN HELP YOuR
GROuP LIVE POSITIVE IN A NEGATIVE
WORLD, CALL 563-590-9693, OR
EMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.
“MATT IS ARTICULATE, ENGAGING, FLEXIBLE, AND JUST A
GREAT GUY! I HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY AUDIENCE,
IN-PERSON OR VIRTUALLY, AND I GUARANTEE HEARING THIS
MESSAGE WILL INCREASE THE MORALE OF YOUR TEAM.” —
JENNIFER L. MURPHY, SR. DIRECTOR COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS,
NORTH AMERICA WEST, THERMO FISHER SCIENTIFIC

“If it is proper to cough and sneeze in our
elbows, why have handshakes been replaced
with elbow bumps?” —Matt Booth

stylish Danish furniture. When Dad died, we cleared out his
tools and clothes, but Mom remained. She was safe enough,
until Alzheimer’s forced a move to an eldercare home in an
actual mansion, and finally to a nursing home closer to me.
I was desperate to keep that house, and relieved when I
learned that if a disabled family member moved in, it would
be safe from garnishment by the Medicaid machine. You
can imagine my sister’s shock when I suggested she leave
her sketchy apartment and move into the family home. How
was I to know this would put her hoarding on steroids? She
acquired hundreds more stuffed animals, artificial flowers, dime store knickknacks, you name it. But I still got to
go inside, albeit mostly for cleaning. I grieved it like a lost
friend when I had to sell it, but now when I drive by, I’m
heartened by the obvious love its new owner has bestowed
on it. When I saw her “In This House We Believe in Science”
(and so on) sign, I thought about sending a thank-you note.
My husband calls my drives around Davenport the Pam
Kress Nostalgia Tour, as I give directions to the houses where
both sets of grandparents, favorite (and not so favorite) aunts
and uncles, and assorted classmates lived. If I can’t have them
back, well, it’s a comfort to gaze at the sites of Thanksgiving
feasts, Christmas gift exchanges, fireworks watching parties,
and romps with other people’s pets. When it warms up, I plan
to walk around my old neighborhood. I think it will feel magical.
It’s harder to pass the Dubuque house my kids and I lived
in before I married Bob. It doesn’t look like much from the
outside, and the owners have taken down too many trees. I
won’t tell you the address, but it’s in what they call a multi-use
neighborhood, close to a fire station, drug store, park, and
pizza joint. But inside, oh, I can hardly describe the feeling
it gave not just to us but to everyone who entered. My kids
and I used to ask ourselves, What is it about this place? The
high ceilings? The stained-glass porch window? The glowing
wood floors? The secret room in the attic? We took a slew of
pictures before we left, but they are sadly two-dimensional.
ISSuE #376

The psychologist I live with says dreams about houses
are common, speaking of family and longing and regret.
He has dreams of being in his house in Winnipeg, walking through endless rooms, more than were ever there.
I love those dreams! Finding a hidden room surely must
be about discovering infinite possibilities in your life,
and not about locating space for the extra Covid canned
goods. When my son announced he and his family
were moving back to Iowa – all the way from Omaha to
Council Bluff s – I dreamed about a secret annex in the
home they were leaving, almost a whole other house
underground. Maybe that was just Grandma dreaming
of a place to live ridiculously close to her grandtwins.
Their big move drove the plot of our latest movie. (Allison and I make one every time we’re together, starring Jane
and Vera Playskool people and assorted dollhouse props.)
We hung little flags – Nebraska flag on the old one, Iowa
on the new, reciting loudly, “Our liberties we prize, and our
rights we will maintain!” We demonstrated how it might be a
little scary to move, but all your stuff comes along – including Mommy and Daddy. Our soundtrack was “Our House,”
not the treacly Crosby, Stills and Nash tune but the punky
Devo anthem – “Our house, in the middle of the street!”
Good thing we have three vintage dollhouses, so we
could remind the girls of the one they lived in as babies,
the one they can’t remember. Maybe, if they’re lucky,
they will dream about it someday – and it will be beautiful, welcoming, and a comfort to visit one more time. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PAM BELIEVES THAT IF SHE DOESN’T WRITE ABOuT
IT, IT DIDN’T HAPPEN. YOu CAN READ ALL 300+
OF HER PAST COLuMNS, PLuS OTHER RANDOM
POSTS, ON HER BLOG AT SIEGEOFWORDS.COM.
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FIVE HELPFUL TIPS
TO MAKE YOUR
HOME PART OF
YOUR NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTION
1. CLEAR THE CLUTTER

We all accumulate a ton of stuff over
the years. (You know exactly what
I’m talking about.) It’s all in the way.
It does not, as Marie Kondo would
say, “bring you joy.” We all have it.
Make 2021 the year you don’t need a
junk drawer, or a corner in the garage,
or a pile in the attic, or boxes under the
bed, or a second shed for all that stuff.
Cut the excuses and re-evaluate those
things you haven’t touched in years.
Make space for that cool she shed you’ve
been dreaming about. Clear away space
for that cool reading nook in the attic.
If you have less stuff you don’t need,
cleaning will inherently consume less

of your life, and you’ll have more time
to do those things that matter the most
to you: like relaxing in that she shed.
Make time to clear it all away. If you
got a lot, do it over a few weekends. And
before donating it to the landfill, consider
donating your usable things you don’t
need to a number of local nonprofits like
the Dubuque Rescue Mission, Goodwill,
St. Vincent, your church, or Habitat for
Humanity (just to name a few) that
could put those things to good use.
Once you’ve gotten rid of the extra
stuff in your life, consider different ways
to get and stay organized. Drawer organizers help you avoid stuffed drawers,
piping and s hooks make for a modern

way to hang and organize your pots and
pans, and storage totes with clear labels
make storing away Christmas lights or
other things that are important easier.
Create a system that works for you.

2. CREATE A WEEKLY
PLAN FOR KEEPING
YOUR HOUSE CLEAN

While there are certainly other things
to consider, here are a few tips from
one of our employees to keep things
under control in your house. He has two
small kids at home and lives by this.

DAILY
• Spend a few minutes to quickly
wipe down all surfaces.
• Clean all your dishes before they
become difficult to clean (say no to
plate mountains) and quickly wipe
down the sink when you’re done.
• Spot sweep.
• Return everything to its rightful home (not a junk drawer).

WEEKLY (OR MORE)
• Vacuum, sweep, and mop
• Clean all bathroom surfaces
including your tub/shower
• Wipe dust from the ceiling fans
(before they get really gross)
• Pick one organizational or
deep cleaning project

3. MAKE YOUR HOME SAFER

Fire safety is something you should never
skimp on. Make a resolution to check
your smoke alarms every month. Ensure
you have one in every living space and
a carbon monoxide alarm on every floor
and near each sleeping area. Have a fire
extinguisher readily accessible, especially
in your kitchen and garage and make sure
you have the right type for each area.
Also, be aware of things that if left
unchecked could be disastrous. Dryer
22

COLuMNISTS

365INK MAGAZINE DECEMBER 23, 2020–JANuARY 20, 2021

ISSuE #376

lint can be quite flammable. Sure, we all
clean our lint traps in our dryer, but you
should make sure you clean out the duct
system too as lint can build up in there
over time. Change your air filter in your
HVAC system regularly. A dirty filter can
be harmful to your health or pose a risk
for fire if air becomes too restricted.

4. GO GREEN

While installing solar panels or geothermal might be the first things that
come to mind when discussing going
green, there are many small things
you can do that are good for the
environment and your pocketbook.
• use a programmable thermostat
to turn your heat down at night.
• use energy saving LED lights
instead of outdated incandescent or florescent lighting.
• Switch power strips off when not
in use to conserve energy.
• Install a water-saving shower head.
All of these are small ways you can cut
your energy bill while also being green.

5. BRING NEW LIFE
TO YOUR SPACE

Make 2021 the year you make a space
for you that you feel proud of.
You don’t need to break the bank to
make a big difference. Small changes
like a fresh coat of paint can go a long
way, and using quality paint like Ben
Moore can make fast work that will make
even the first-time painter feel proud.
Additions like potted or hanging
house plants help bring life to your
space and many varieties like philodendrons or succulents are easy to care
for and require little maintenance.
Looking for ideas for your space?
Need help. Our friendly team at
Steve’s Ace can help you make a New
Year’s resolution for your home. n
DUBUQUE365.COM

Picture Yo urse
in the Tri-Sta lf
tes
fuele d by...

The famous luminaria
glow and living Christmas
windows took place recently
in Galena, IL

The pure joy of
Olivia Thompson
as she plops do
wn onto the ﬁrst
blanket of real
snow of 2020.
Photo by Alexia
Thompson.

The Marine Corps Lea
gue waves to passing
trafﬁc to raise aware
ness for Toys For Tot
s
during the recent ver
y successful Stuff the
Truck event held at The
isen’s.

It was a long-awaite
d momentous day
as the ﬁrst round of
local healthcare
providers were vaccin
ated against
COVID-19 at MercyOn
e Dubuque.

Artists Jean and Norlis perform a
digital transfer process using alcohol
at the Key City Creative Center in
downtown Dubuque.

.

Tom “Santa” Goodma
nn and his
reindogs get a lot of
attention
on their walks in hol
iday spirit.
Photo by Stacy Rapp

Submit your photo by using

a
A number of Dubuque are
here,
zen
Bra
ing
lud
inc
ts
restauran
red
nso
spo
big
ting
get
have been
away to
take out orders to give
.
local front-line heroes

on Social Me dia!

Company 1-133 Infantry,
representing Dubuque and
Eastern Iowa cheers on the
in
Hawkeyes while deployment
the Middle East.

Look at all of those stuffed animals
donated by customers of PetSmart
in Dubuque. Wow! They estimated
over 600 were collected.

ened as a
Dupaco Alley op
pedestrian
ble
ssi
publicly acce
ric downtown
walkway in histo
ntury of being
ce
a
Dubuque after
blocked-up.

que view
Val O’Brien gets this uni
s in the
of Hillcrest’s Reﬂection
kend
wee
m
war
a
to
Park thanks
tible. Now
ver
con
”
s
pa’
and
“Gr
and
t display!
that’s how you tour a ligh
y 3rd.
It’s open through Januar

E
PUZZLE PAG
WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?

General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

#1

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 26

Columnists
#2

#3

#4

DUBUQUE365.COM

Issue #376

December 23, 2020–January 20, 2021

365INK MAGAZINE Columnists

25

Columnists

PUZZLE ANSWERS
CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #1

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #2

w Gwen Danzig’s w
Good Advice
DEAR GWEN,
With the state of the world, I can’t stop worrying. All I can talk about
is gloom and doom or what a news pundit said or what a politician is
rattling on about. I can see my family getting frustrated the second I open
my mouth, and it’s affecting my relationships. My husband has started
walking away from me if I get on a tear about something, which then turns
into a huge explosion when I ask him about it. How do I fix this? How do I
stop worrying all the time, or at the very least, stop saying it out loud?
—Best, Word Vomit on Washington

DEAR WORD VOMIT ON WASHINGTON,

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #3

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #4

I have obsessive compulsive disorder, so I know a thing or two about
intrusive, repetitive thoughts. For example, I saw Trixie Mattel quote a
Real Housewives of Beverly Hills commercial and, “I wouldn’t be surprised
if we never saw Denise Richards again,” has been on a month-long loop in
my head. The key to killing the repetitive thoughts is to replace them with
something else. One time I couldn’t stop thinking that if I hit a yellow light
my whole family would die, so for a while, I didn’t drive. But then I realized
I could just get the entirety of that ‘90s mesothelioma commercial on a
loop in my head, and then it was nothing, just, “Attention. If you or a loved
one was diagnosed with mesothelioma, you may be entitled to financial
compensation. Mesothelioma is a rare cancer linked to asbestos exposure.
Exposure to asbestos in the navy, shipyards, mills, heating, construction,
or the automotive industries may have put you at risk. Please don’t wait.
Call 1-800 LAW USA for a free consultation and financial information
packet.” No feelings, just the ‘90s mesothelioma commercial.
If that fails, I try to follow along with twerk tutorials. It doesn’t go well.
As for your husband, I feel like the third time he hears you quote the
‘90s mesothelioma commercial while badly twerking in your living
room, he’ll ask you to go back to talking about politics. Two birds, baby.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
My car broke down, and I don’t have the money to fix it. It’s okay, I work
from home, but occasionally I’ll have a doctor’s appointment, and I’m not
sure how to get there. My best friend is pregnant, so I don’t want to ask her
to drive me in the COVID-times, but I also am nervous about accidentally
endangering someone by taking an Uber. Maybe I’m insane, but what if I
somehow have COVID and give it to a dude driving me to my dermatology
appointment? What should I do? Is it ethical to ride share right now?
—Yours, Carless on Carter

THAT ‘70S SHOW

ZERO CHECKING

DEAR CARLESS ON CARTER,
I just want to take a moment to announce that someone sees me as
an authority on ethics. Me! The person who has quite literally told
someone to reenact that scene with the syrup and whipped cream and
feathers from Lindsay Lohan’s The Parent Trap because they weren’t
getting enough attention. Look at me. Ethics queen. The woman with
all the answers. Got a question about right and wrong? Don’t look
to your spiritual leaders, look to me. Gwen Beatty. A person who
orders from Amazon and then lies about it because she knows she
shouldn’t be supporting Amazon, and Jeff Bezos makes $321 million
a day, but dang, it’s got two-day shipping. Gwen Beatty: ethical.
Yeah, I guess take an Uber. But if you don’t tip them 100 percent of
your ride cost and wear a mask, to quote Tai from Clueless, “You’re a
virgin who can’t drive.”
—xoxo Gwen

GWEN BEATTY
GWEN BEATTY IS A SORORITY DROPOuT AND CRYBABY,
READY AND WILLING TO BOSS YOu AROuND. IF YOu WANT TO
TELL HER SHE’S PRETTY, EMAIL GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

GENERAL BOB IS AT VINNY VANuCCHI’S
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ARIES

LIBRA

(MAR 21–APR 19)

(SEP 23–OCT 22)

You can be the sweetest person
in the whole world some days, but all of that
goes out the window when you are dealing
with customer service. These people are just
doing their job. Don’t get everybody else’s
food spat on because you think the cashier
had an attitude when all they asked was if you
could please repeat your order. Enunciate.

Facebook does not need to know
that you got a new job. You’re grown, so you’re
supposed to have a job. Then you use working
as an excuse for everything. “I can’t go out
tonight, I been working all day…” That was
a six-hour shift. “It’s too early for me to get
up, I’ve been working all night…” It is 10 a.m.,
and you got off at 10 p.m. You’re just lazy.

TAURUS

SCORPIO

(APR 20–MAY 20)

(OCT 23–NOV 21)

You are the kind of person who
will admit when you were cheating on your
spouse, but you are not the kind to take
blame for it. It’s their fault that you cheated
in the first place, right? They didn’t message that person at a.m., you did. You are
stubborn as a bull and as smart as one too.

You are cool and fun to hang
with. But cross you and that stinger will
come out and strike. In other words, you’ll
throw a hissy fit and start a bunch of
drama and manipulated lies about people.
You should get a show on Fox News.

GEMINI
(MAY 21–JUNE 20)

You do not want to be with your ex
anymore, but you also don’t want them to see
other people. So you sleep with them from time to
time and can’t understand why you still have BM/
BD drama. You can’t get rid of old baggage if you
keep unpacking in the bed of past relationships.
Untie yourself and move on. (By the way, BM/BD
is Baby Mama/Baby Daddy, for the uninitiated.)

CANCER
(JUNE 21–JULY 22)

You are a selfish lover in bed,
meaning you worry about yourself first. This
holiday is about giving and not just receiving.
So let them finish first. Besides, it’s cuddle
season, and it’s cold out. They ain’t going anywhere anytime soon. Be selfish in round two.

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 22–DEC 21)

When somebody finds you
attractive, why do you ignore them until you
need them for some food from Taco Bell?
Only puppies should get fed for being cute.

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22–JAN 19)

Being a great parent to your
child is great. But acting like the other ones
don’t exist is still being a bad parent.

AQUARIUS
(JAN 20–FEB 18)

Stop lashing out on toxic people
you date. You knew what you were getting
yourself into. It has the same equivalent of taking 10 shots. They both end with you crying and
praying to God, saying you’ll never do it again.

LEO

PISCES

(JULY 23–AUG 22)

(FEB 19–MAR 20)

Why did you call a group meeting
with your friends because they aren’t supporting your dreams? They are not your employees;
they have a life, and the world doesn’t revolve
around you. Well, unless they were actually
doing that IN your dream. That’s on you.

When you are productive, you are
amazing. It’s cleaning, parenting, etc. that wear
you out. However, when you are lazy, you’re a
bum. You’ll stay in your room for three months
straight if you could. Maybe get a Roomba?

VIRGO
(AUG 23–SEP 22)

You want to refrain from sneakdissing people on Facebook but you can’t. You
want to let them know that they are dumb
without having confrontation and drama.
Them: “Was that Facebook status about me?”
You: “Huh, nah nah I’m talking bout a totally
different person… but if the shoe fits?”
DUBUQUE365.COM

STEPHENMOUSE
STEPHENMOuSE IS A CuRRENT COLLEGE
STuDENT AT THE uNIVERSITY OF
DuBuQuE & A SINGLE FATHER SO HE
HAS LOTS OF TIME ON HIS HANDS. IF YOu
LOVE HIS CONTENT PLEASE FOLLOW
HIM ON FACEBOOK @STEPHENMOuSE
MOUSEHARRISON@ICLOUD.COM
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