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In 1964 Paul Harvey recorded a famous edition of his 
daily radio commentary and it was called, “If I Were 
the Devil.” It’s since been updated by him in 1996, 
and after that, naturally, bastardized and updated 
without his consent, but, of course, with his name still 
on it, to say things he never said and may not have 
ever wanted to. People often post his 1996 version 
but call it the 1964 version and try to show he was 
a prognosticator, when in reality, they were just on 
the cutting edge of what has became fake news. 
But still, there was once an original version, and it 
was a very conservative take on current events and 
what he saw was the devil getting his fingers into 
American society. Google “If I Were the Devil” to hear 
or read it for yourself. Make sure it’s the real one.

I re-read it recently, thus me bringing it up, 
and it could not possibly avoid seeing parallels 
to what has happened to America in the last four 
years. Only, I’m seeing it through a different pair 
of lenses. I invite you to see what I see through my 
lenses and draw your own conclusions. Maybe I’m 
right. Maybe I’m full of crap. Maybe I’m the devil! 

Boooaahahahahahaaaa!

IF I WERE THE DEVIL  
(INSPIRED BY PAUL HARVEY)
If I were the devil… I would gain control of 
the most powerful nation in the world.

If I were devil I would seek out what I believe 
American Christians want more than anything else, 
say for example, a conservatively stacked Supreme 
Court to reverse Roe vs. Wade, marriage equality, 
and other issues that are important to them. But in 
order to get it they would have to slowly abandon 
some of the morals and principals that make 
them Christians in the first place. Much like the old 
boiling frog fable. Even the methods by which I 
take the court would be wrought with hypocrisy. 
In the end, they would get their court, but as they 
look back at what was left in their wake, they 
will realize that they have allowed me to destroy 
the moral fiber of society to achieve their end.

I would make Americans show, with their 
vote, that they are okay with serial adultery, 
sexual assault, harassment, and even paying 
off porn stars for their silence by turning a blind 
eye to what is clearly wrong in order to continue 
getting their way in halls of government.

I would expect people to live by a set of rules 
that I wound not follow myself, from not wear-
ing a face mask to not following simple agreed 
upon rules of conduct to not paying taxes.

I would rarely, if ever, attend church nor read or 
quote scripture. But I would threaten to “dominate 
the streets,” then have peacefully protesting 
Americans gassed and forcefully removed from 
my path to allow me to march to the front door of a 
place of worship and pose for a photo op with the 
Holy Bible in my raised hand. I would not open the 
bible, say a prayer, nor enter the church. I would 
just get the photo and go back inside my bunker.

If I were the devil I would tell lies. I would make 
them big, and I would keep repeating them until peo-
ple forgot what was true and what was not. I would 
tell so many lies so fast that people would become 
numb to them and accept them as part of daily life, 
forever blurring the line between fact and fiction.

I would then take aim at fact and call it lies. 
I would call provable evidence “fake news,” and 
I would cast doubt on all news outlets that do 
not get in sycophantic line with my agenda. I 
would tear down a proud history of sourced and 
backed-up reporting and muddle it with rumors 
being reported as facts by new media outlets that 
are not burdened with The Journalist’s Creed as 
written by Walter Williams in 1914 (look it up).

If I were the devil and I was unable to find 
the cracks in another man’s character, I would 
then turn to publicly attacking his children.

If I were the devil, I would begin to sew doubt 
in the election process before it ever took place. I 
would see boogeymen where there were none as 
proof of my paranoia. I would call on my followers 
to reject the vote of the people and use all means 
at hand to circumvent the political process to 
keep me in power because I know that if I lose 
power, I no longer have the legal protections 
from prosecution for crimes I have perpetrated.

I would use the power given to me in 
trust for my own benefit, filling my personal 
coffers, enriching my friends and my fam-
ily, and grifting the resources of my nation.

If I were the Devil I would convince Ameri-
cans that every one of my many confidants 
that has gone to prison since I took power 
was acting without my knowledge. Further, 
the even larger list of confidants who left my 
service because they could no longer stomach 
my ignorance, incompetence, or cruelty would 
get the full force of my scorn, mockery, and 
public derision. Most wickedly of all, those who 
served me most loyally and did my bidding, 
sacrificing themselves to protect me but got 
caught doing it, will immediately be abandoned, 
disavowed, and cast aside without remorse or 
support. This is how I treat my closest allies.

If I were the devil I would embolden white 
supremacists to come out of the shadows, 
furthering the racial divide in America and 
then I would point my finger at those who are 
victimized by racism and call them criminals 
because they refuse to stay silent any longer.

If I were the devil I would play down the 
severity of a pandemic, refuse to be a symbol of 
healthy best-practices, and instead inspire a huge 
population of people to reject common sense 
safety measures in lieu of expressing personal 
freedoms and patriotism. And when hundreds of 
thousands die, I would state publicly that “I don’t 
take responsibility at all,” claiming “it is what it is.”

If I were the devil, as Paul Harvey said, “I’d 
just keep right on doing what he’s doing.”

I don’t want to make anyone mad reading this. I 
want the Christians friends I have and hold dear 
to my heart, and those I don’t even know, who 
continue to support what we see happening in 
America today, to step back, re-read these things 
I have written here and ask themselves at what 
point they decided that each of these affronts to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ were acceptable in 
order to continue to hold onto political power. At 
what cost does the presidency come? Is it just 
the erosion of 250 years of American democracy, 
or will it be something even more permanent?

I very much hope my columns can go 
back to being funny and frivolous in Decem-
ber. Wouldn’t that be refreshing? n
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DUBUQUE FIGHTING 
SAINTS HOCKEY
PRESEASON VS GREEN BAY GAMBLERS: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 @ 7:05 PM
VS MUSKEGON: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 @ 7:05 PM
VS YOUNGSTOWN: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
the 2020–21 Fighting saints season is 
presented by midWestOne bank and 
will look different than in years past. 
Not only will there be just 54 regular 
season games, but cedar rapids and 
madison will not participate, meaning 
two local rivals won’t make appear-
ances on the saints schedule.

the saints home season begins on 
Friday, Nov. 6 against the muskegon 
Lumberjacks followed by a bout with 
the Youngstown Phantoms on saturday, 
Nov. 7. Head to Our House on Friday, 
Oct. 3 for the last preseason game 
against the Green bay Gamblers.

Dubuque will host six of eight games 
during the month of November, and 10 
of their first 15 games will be at home. 
Dubuque’s longest stretch without a 
home game will span from the middle 
of December to the end of that same 
month; three-weeks without a game at 
the mystique community Ice center.

the season is expected to end 
on April 24, 2021 as Dubuque hosts 
the Green bay Gamblers on Friday 
and saturday of that weekend.

For tickets, the full sched-
ule, and more information, visit 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com. n

QUAD CON 2020
HALLOWEEN COMIC AND TOY SHOW
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 @ 10 AM–4 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
Quad con is about coming together and 
enjoying different aspects of pop culture: 
video games, comic books, pop vinyls, 
cosplay, board games, sci-fi, toys, and 
more. Join this pop culture Halloween 
celebration on saturday, Oct. 31 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Five Flags Arena. 

vendors will be on site selling pop 
culture collectibles from 1900 to today. 
sell some of your items or discover 
a treasure from your childhood you 
thought was lost forever at one of more 
than 50 tables of geeky goodness.

A free Halloween costume parade 
for kids starts at 3 p.m. each vendor 
will be giving out candy to any kids 
under 10 who are dressed in costume.

this is also a fundraiser for chil-
dren with heart defects through the 
Helping Hannah’s Heart Foundation. 
A live auction takes place just before 
the costume parade at center court 

at 1:30 p.m. each item starts at just 
$5 with retail value of $40 to $100!

tickets are $5 ($1 discount with social 
media share), and active military and 
kids 10 and under are free. entry admis-
sion is free for everyone after 2:30 p.m.

Your safety is a top priority, so Quad 
con will widen their aisles, and masks 
will be required for everyone. If you are 
interested in selling your items, email 
vintagetorque@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit QuadCityCon.com. n

EvEnts
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DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART ANNUAL GALA

PICTURE US: CREATIVITY 
IN TIMES OF CHANGE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 @ 6:30 PM
ONLINE
the Dubuque museum of Art’s annual 
gala is going virtual! taking place on 
Friday, Nov. 13, the gala, auction, and 
raffle celebrate and support Dubuque’s 
creative heart. A cocktail reception 
begins at 6:30 p.m. followed by the pro-
gram hosted by Hunter Fuerste at 7 p.m.

All proceeds directly support DumA’s 
mission to excite, engage, and serve 

diverse communities within the tri-state 
area through their collections, exhibi-
tions, and educational programs, serving 
more than 12,000 people annually.

registration is free, and your 
rsvP is requested by Friday, Nov. 6. 
to register or for more information, 
call the Dubuque museum of Art at 
563-557-1851 or visit DBQart.org. n

THE CHURCH OF DIMINISHING 
MARGINAL RETURNS
NOVEMBER 6–7, 12–14, AND 19–21 @ 7:30 PM
NOVEMBER 8, 14–15, AND 21–22 @ 2 PM
BELL TOWER THEATER (2728 ASBURY RD)
The Church of Diminishing Marginal 
Returns takes the bell tower theater 
stage Nov. 6–22. this event has been 
rescheduled from a previous date.

When “not-entirely-honest” entre-
preneur Josh finds himself in financial 
trouble, he cons his evangelical brother 
Jon into starting their own church. Josh 
and Jon raise so much money they’re 
able to pay off most of their debts. 
then the Irs shows up! the laughs are 
non-stop as the boys try to solve one 

comic complica-
tion after another.

this show 
will be performed with social dis-
tance seating and other safety pro-
tocols. masks will be required.

tickets are $22. current ticket 
holders get first dibs. Any remaining 
tickets will go on sale monday, Oct. 19 
at 11 a.m. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377 
or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

OHNWARD FESTIVAL 
OF TREES
NOVEMBER 14–15, 21–22, AND 28–29 @ NOON–6 PM
NOVEMBER 16–20 AND 23–27 @ 10 AM–6 PM
MASKED CAROLER SINGERS: 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 @ 3 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER (1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
Join Ohnward Fine Arts center for 
their 16th Annual Festival of trees on 
Nov. 14–29. Additional free program-
ming includes the masked carol 
singers on saturday, Nov. 21 at 3 p.m.

bid on creative trees and beautiful 
wreaths, enjoy theatre entertainment, 
view a woodcarver, and hear students 
playing the piano. Find paintings, 
jewelry, pottery, and special seasonal 
gifts to fill your christmas needs in the 
Drew Gallery. the trees and wreaths 
will be sold through write-in bids at the 
end of the display period. the special 
annual fundraiser proceeds will go 
to the Ohnward Fine Arts center.

Available again this year is the 
Holiday Family Gift Pass. this pass 

offers you four passes (tickets) to any 
of the 2021 Ohnward Fine Arts center 
productions for a discounted $80.

the masked caroler singers will 
present over an hour of great holiday 
music to help get you in the mood for 
the season! the vocalists include highly 
skilled music educators to professional 
performers that bring a wealth of experi-
ence to the group from Platteville, WI, to 
muscatine, IA, and various locations in 
between. santa may even appearance! 
masks are recommended. even the car-
olers will be social distancing on stage 
and wearing masks. the event is free.

For more information, call 
Ohnward at 563-652-9815 or visit 
OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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sAt 10/31

Wheels for the 
World Donations
8 AM–NOON  

@ CLARKE UNIVERSITY

COSPT is collecting dona-
tions of used or broken 
wheelchairs, walkers, 
crutches, or canes for 
Wheels for the World, a 
non-profit organization 
that refurbishes and sends 
them to countries without 
access to such devices. 
563-588-6382. clarke.edu.

suN 11/1

NEA Big Read: 
Citizen Author and 
the American Story
3 PM @ ONLINE

Faisal Mohyuddin will 
moderate a discussion on 
Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: 
An American Lyric and 

its themes with: Desiree 
Cooper, Amina Gautier, 
Sahar Mustafah, and Chris 
L. Terry. RSVP required. 
Free. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org/ 
nea-big-read.

mON 11/2

NEA Big Read: 
Citizen Book 
Discussion
6–7 PM @ PLATTEVILLE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Claudia Rankine’s 
award-winning Citizen: 
An American Lyric, an 
innovative work of poetry, 
prose, and art, addresses 
the individual and collective 
effects of racism. Free. 225 
W. Main St, Platteville, WI. 
608-348-7441 x2402. 
shakeragalley.org/ 
nea-big-read.

tue 11/3

Theisen’s Learn To 
Skate Program
6:30–7 PM @ MYSTIQUE 

COMMUNITY ICE CENTER

Tuesdays: Nov. 3–Dec. 8 
at 6:30–7 p.m. or Satur-
days: Nov. 7–Dec. 19 at 
8:30–9:15 a.m. Ice skating 
builds confidence, discipline, 
and courage. Plus… it’s fun! 
Open to new and returning 
skaters ages 3+. 180 Admiral 
Sheehy Dr. 563-275-6575. 
dbqskating@gmail.com.

tHu 11/5

Virtual Meet Author: 
David Ryan
6 PM @ ONLINE

David Ryan’s Exploring 
Galena and Dubuque on 
Foot features 5 maps and 
more than 100 photographs 
and takes readers on scenic 

walking tours through local 
historic neighborhoods. 
RSVP required. Free. 
bit.ly/DBQonFoot.

FrI 11/6

National Farm 
Toy Show
11 AM–7 PM @ FORMER 

ALL AMERICAN HOMES 

(DYERSVILLE, IA)

Nov. 6 at 11 a.m.–7 p.m. and 
Nov. 7 at 10 a.m.–6 p.m. The 
43rd Annual National Farm 
Toy Show features an online 
only auction, displays and 
outdoor sales, and more. 
The show attracts dealers 
from across the country to 
buy, sell, and trade. Masks 
required. $10 GA; $25 Floor 
Rights Pass. 800-533-8293. 
toyFarmer.com.

First Fridays
11 AM–8 PM @ CENTRAL 

AVENUE MERCANTILE

NOON–8 PM @ STONED 

ART STUDIO AND GALLERY

Central Avenue Mercantile 
hosts a fall open house with 

live music from Bill Encke 
starting at 5 p.m. along with 
beverages and snack 
samples. Several discounts 
and offers include a free 
koozie with every purchase, 
20 percent off Central Venue 
Mercantile purchase, and a 
free Blue Bunny twin pop to 
every child. Stoned Art 
Studio and Gallery features 
framed and made up 
hanging photography at 40 
percent off along with light 
snacks and beverages.

Captain’s Ball: Night 
with the Museum
6–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

A fundraiser for Dubuque 
County Historical Society 
(DCHS), the pre-show 
begins at 5:45 p.m., and 
virtual attendees will watch 
as history and rivers come to 
life in an epic adventure 
throughout the organization 
and across the city of 

Dubuque. 563-557-9545. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
captainsball.

DSO LIVE from 
our Living Room: 
Lizzy Darling
7–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

The Dubuque Symphony 
Orchestra brings the 
symphony to your home 
with free live mini concerts. 
Dubuquesymphony.org.

tue 11/10

Animal 
Misunderstandings
7 PM @ ONLINE

Exploring misconceptions of 
a few unique animals in the 
River Museum’s collection 
as well as myths associated 
with them. Q&A follows. 
RSVP required. Free. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

VOTE!
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JODI & KT INVITE YOU’S 5TH ANNUAL

FALL INTO THE HOLIDAYS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 @ 10 AM–4 PM
DUBUQUE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
 (14569 OLD HIGHWAY RD)
Jodi & Kt Invite You to grab your best 
pal and head out to the Dubuque 
county Fairgrounds for a fun-filled 
day of shopping at the 5th Annual 
Fall Into the Holidays on sunday, 
Nov. 15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Featuring wider shopping aisles, 
there will be plenty of space to shop 
two buildings filled with local vendors, 
crafters, makers, bakers, boutiques, 
and more. Discover holiday crafts and 
décor, handmade gloves and scarves, 
children’s toys, items for your fur babies, 
the latest winter fashions, cookies, 
bars and cupcakes, warm coffee, a 
caricature artist, photography and art, 
kitchen necessities, bath and body 
products, special gifts, and more. the 
Fall Into the Holidays is the place to 
start or finish your holiday shopping…
or frankly just shop for yourself!

While you’re shopping, the Dubuque 
county Fair will have their delicious food 
stand open with Kevin’s famous turkey 

& dressing, award-winning chili, and 
more. One of their friendly bartenders 
will also be on staff to mix up a refresh-
ing cocktail or serve up a cold beer.

Admission is $1, and proceeds will 
be donated to the veterans Freedom 
center in Dubuque. Jodi & Kt Invite You 
to wear a mask and socially distance. 
Follow Jodi & Kt Invite You on Facebook 
to see sneak peaks and win prizes! n

LIVE STREAM WITH HERITAGE CENTER SERIES

DARRYL VAN LEER OF THE 
NORM OF GREATNESS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 @ 7:30 PM
ONLINE
this month’s Live stream with Heritage 
center series features long-anticipated 
guest Darryl van Leer of The Norm of 
Greatness: A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. the virtual event takes place 
on thursday, Nov. 19 at 7:30 p.m.

While his live performance at univer-
sity of Dubuque Heritage center is pend-
ing due to the pandemic, van Leer will join 
us in a timely live stream to share a pre-
view of his show and some insight about 
himself, the art, and tributes he creates.

International performer Darryl van 
Leer has been captivating audiences 
for over two decades with his one-man 
dramatizations that he writes, directs, 
and produces. A trained musician, 
van Leer started his musical career 
at age 11. through live music, acting, 
and singing, van Leer showcases his 
full range of talent as he illuminates 
the need for music in today’s society.

Darryl van Leer, born in madisonville, 
KY, is a graduate of Western Kentucky 
university with a bachelor’s degree 
in Graphic communications. He has 
performed at more than 300 universities 
in America and has been honored with 

awards from NAcA (National Assoc. for 
campus Activities) and campus Activi-
ties today and has received a nomination 
for “best Performance” from Holly-
wood’s NAAcP Image Awards. van Leer 
has also been recognized for his accom-
plishments as a Notable Kentuckian.

view the stream live on Facebook, 
twitter, by searching @Heritagectr 
or @uDbQmedia on Youtube. make 
sure to follow Heritage center for 
continued updates and exclusive live 
stream content. For more information, 
visit dbq.edu/heritagecenter. n
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WeD 11/11

Annual Veterans 
Day Ceremony
10:30 AM @ DUBUQUE 

ARBORETUM 

VETERANS PLAZA

American Legion Dubuque 
Post #6 invites all Tri-State 
Veterans organizations and 
military units to participate 
in the celebration. 3800 
Arboretum Dr. 
563-588-2366.

Story, Place, 
and Indigenous 
Spirituality
7–8 PM @ ONLINE

With Mohican storyteller Jim 
Bear Jacobs, learn about the 
connection between story 
and place, be challenged by 
Native American spirituality, 
and learn what non-native 
people can do to decolonize. 
He is a theologian, historian, 
storyteller, and member of 
the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Mohican Nation. Hosted by 
Sinsinawa Mound. RSVP by 
Nov. 10. $10. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

tHu 11/12

Page & Palette Book 
Group: Man with a 
Seagull on His Head
6 PM @ RIVER LIGHTS 

BOOKSTORE

Page & Palette is a book 
group for art lovers. Discuss 
Man with a Seagull on His 
Head by Harriet Paige. 1098 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
RiverLights.com.

Virtual Adult 
Crafting Evening: 
Design Your Own 
Ornament
6 PM @ ONLINE

Join Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library for an evening of vir-
tual crafting fun. Registered 
attendees can pick up a free 

Design Your Own Ornament 
kit from the library. All 
skill levels welcome. Ages 
16+. RSVP required. Free. 
563-489-4225 x2224. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

FrI 11/13

NEA Big Read: 
Citizen Book 
Discussion
5:30–7 PM @ ONLINE

Join Rountree Gallery to 
discuss Claudia Rankine’s 
award-winning Citizen: 
An American Lyric. It is an 
innovative work of poetry, 
prose, and art that 
addresses the individual and 
collective effects of racism. 
RSVP by Nov. 12. Free. 
shakeragalley.org/ 
nea-big-read.

sAt 11/14

Driftless Poets 
Monthly Workshop
2–4 PM @ MINERAL 

POINT, WI

Local and aspiring poets 
are invited to provide sup-
port and encouragement 
for poets seeking honest 
feedback on their work. 
RSVP. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org.

mON 11/16

L. May Book Group: 
Normal People
7 PM @ L. MAY EATERY

Libations and discourse over 
a variety of literary genres. 
Discuss Normal People: A 
Novel by Sally Rooney. 1072 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
RiverLights.com.

tue 11/17

Let’s Talk Books: 
The Splendid 
and the Vile
6 PM @ ONLINE

Discuss The Splendid and 
the Vile by Erik Larson. Erik 
Larson tells the story of 
Winston Churchill’s first year 
as Prime Minister in 1940 
from Hitler’s invasion of 
Belgium through Dunkirk 
and the Blitz in his most 
recent nonfiction title. Ages 
18+. RSVP required. 
563-489-4225 x2248. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

Canvas Painting: 
Skating Snowperson
6–9 PM @ SINSINAWA 

MOUND (SINSINAWA, WI)

Sarah Barnes, artist and 
owner of Create It Art Studio 
in Dubuque, will guide you 
step-by-step in how to paint 
on canvas. All supplies will 
be provided. This will be on-
site with all precautionary 
COVID-19 practices in place 
and a limit of 10 people. 
585 County Rd Z, Sin-
sinawa, WI. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

WeD 11/18

Women’s Art Party
6:30–8:30 PM @ LIND 

PAVILION (MINERAL 

POINT, WI)

Button, buttons, buttons! 
And things that aren’t 
buttons: spinners, mirrors, 
key chains, and more. This 
month, express yourself 
through art or text, and 
also make great personal-
ized stocking stuffer gift 
products. $5 project fee 
plus $1 per button-y item. 
411 Commerce St, Mineral 
Point, WI. 608-987-3292. 
shakeragalley.org/ 
womens-art-party.
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FLO RIDA
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 @ 8 PM
FIVE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
Hip hop music returns to the Five Flags 
center on saturday, Nov. 21 at 8 p.m., 
as chart-topping rapper Flo rida makes 
his first ever appearance at the venue. 
chicago-based hip hop tribute act too 
Hype crew will open the show, which 
is being produced by Daquiri Factory.

miami-based Flo rida burst onto 
the music scene in 2008 when his 
debut single, “Low” (featuring t-Pain), 
rose all the way to the top of the 
billboard Hot 100, remaining there for 
10 weeks, and becoming the best-
selling single of the year. the track 
also broke records for digital down-
loads at the time of its release.

“this certainly promises to be a 
very fun night of music at a time when 
people need some fun in their lives,” 
commented Five Flags center Gen-
eral manager H.r. cook. “this will be 
a perfect excuse for music fans of all 
kinds—but especially hip hop fans—to 
bust out their boots with the fur for a 
great night in downtown Dubuque.”

Flo rida followed up the success 
of “Low” with 10 more top 10 singles, 
including No. 1 hits “right round” 
(featuring Ke$ha) and “Whistle.” 
Altogether, his songs have more than 
50 million total digital and physical 

sales. Flo rida has also collaborated 
with some of the biggest names in 
music, including Jennifer Lopez, Pitbull, 
Lady Gaga, DJ Khaled, and sia. 

Only 400 passes into a “pit” on the 
floor of the venue will be sold to help 
ensure and encourage physical distanc-
ing. All other tickets will be general 
admission, giving patrons the freedom 
to choose their own seats within Five 
Flags’ permanent and bleacher seating.

tickets are $59 for general admis-
sion and $99 for the pit and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com. 
For more information and to view 
all of their cOvID-19 policies safety 
and procedures, call 563-589-4254 
or visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Note: We anticipate this show 
will be postponed, so keep an eye 
on Five Flags Center’s social media 
and website for more details. n

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 @ 6:30–8 PM
ONLINE
the 19th annual Attitude of Gratitude, 
Opening Doors’ largest fundraiser of 
the year, is going virtual this year due 
to the impact of cOvID-19. tune in from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on saturday, Nov. 21.

Organizers are planning a fun virtual 
90-minute program featuring hosts 
bobbi earles and Jeff vaassen. the 
silent auction will open on sunday, Nov. 1 
and close at noon on monday, Nov. 23. 
Items typically appearing in the live 
auction are listed in the super silent 
category. to view the virtual event 
and bid on silent auction items, visit 
qtego.net/qlink/openingdoorsdbq

Opening Doors hopes to follow in the 
success of previous years in netting over 
$130,000 of support for their mission to 
help women and children who are expe-
riencing homelessness in the Dubuque 
community. sponsorships are available 
at OpeningDoorsDBQ.org/AOG.

Opening Doors is a nonprofit orga-
nization who provide goal setting and 
life skills training that enables home-
less women and children achieve their 

full potential. they offer a hand up in 
the world, not a handout. since 2000, 
Opening Doors has served thousands of 
women and children through a con-
tinuum of services. teresa shelter offers 
emergency and extended stay programs. 
maria House offers transitional housing 
for up to two years. Francis Apartments 
offers an opportunity for income-based 
affordable housing with support ser-
vices; a combination that has proven to 
be effective at ending the cycle of home-
lessness. Opening Doors offers much 
more than a place to sleep; they provide 
the opportunity for women to claim their 
own power and become self-sufficient.

save the date for Opening Doors’ 
annual gala, and learn more at 
OpeningDoorsDBQ.org/AOG. n
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tHu 11/19

The Life of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder
6 PM @ ONLINE

Presented by Sarah Uthoff, 
this program imagines Laura 
thinking over her life as she 
sits down to write her very 
first published article. Hosted 
by Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library and the Hoover 
Museum and Presidential 
Library. 563-489-4225. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

Ukulele Time
6:30 PM @ ONLINE

Tune in to Facebook Live 
on the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library’s page and 
watch librarian Ben deliver 
a new ukulele lesson. City 
of Dubuque residents 
ages 18+ can check out a 
ukulele from Carnegie-
Stout. 563-489-4225. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

FrI 11/20

DSO LIVE from 
our Living Room: 
Ghyas Zeidieh
7–7:30 PM @ ONLINE

The Dubuque Symphony 
Orchestra brings the 
symphony to your home 
with free live mini concerts. 
This is a free concert series, 
but donations are accepted. 
Dubuquesymphony.org.

Interactive Movie: Clue
ONLINE

This classic tale of mystery 
has ample red herrings and 
quotable lines. With the 
interactive movie bucket you 
have all the pieces you need 
to turn movie watching into 
an at home adventure. Clue 
is available through Kanopy. 
Presented by Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library. RSVP by Nov. 
11. 563-489-4225 x2224. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

WeD 11/25

Reflections in the 
Park Walk Through
6–8 PM @ LOUIS 

MURPHY PARK

Walk through and see the 
Reflections in the Park 
displays as you never have 
before. Stroll through the 
park and see Santa! The 
event is weather dependent. 
$10 Door; $8 advance at 
DB&T; free for children 3 and 
under. 1700 S Grandview 
Ave. 563-845-0378. 
hillcrest-fs.org.

tHu 11/26

Turkey Trot
9 AM @ WAHLERT 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Runners age six and older 
can compete in a 2.5-mile 
course. A certificate for a 
frozen turkey will be awarded 
to the first place finisher in 
each age division. $10. 2005 
Kane St. 563-583-9771. 
HolyFamilyDBQ.org/ 
WCH/turkey-trot.

East Dubuque 
Thanksgiving for 
People in Need
11 AM–3:30 PM @ 

EAST DUBUQUE, IL

Mike and his crew at The 
OtherSide are providing 500 
free meals to East Dubuque 
School District families in 
need of a Thanksgiving 
dinner. Call 815-747-9049 to 
reserve your meal or 
volunteer.

Reflections in 
the Park
5–10 PM @ LOUIS 

MURPHY PARK

Nov. 26–Jan. 3. Join Hillcrest 
Family Services for the 
26th annual Reflections in 
the Park, a Hillcrest Lights 
Festival! Drive through the 
park and enjoy the beauty 
of the twinkling lights this 
holiday. Plus, Santa will 
make a special appear-
ance every Monday before 

Christmas 5–8 p.m.! $10/car 
Door; $8 advance at Hillcrest 
or DB&T. 1700 S Grandview 
Ave. 563-845-0378. 
hillcrest-fs.org.

FrI 11/27

The Great Swiss 
Gnome Hunt
10 AM–2 PM @ SWISS 

VALLEY NATURE 

CENTER (PEOSTA, IA)

Every year Swiss Valley 
staff report sightings of tiny 
men in red hats hiding out 
in nooks and crannies along 
the trails of the preserve. 
Gnomes are known to be 
highly skilled wood workers 
and deeply care for nature 
may be why they are found 
here. Keep a safe physical 
distance of six feet or more 
from all gnomes, as well as 
other humans who are not 
a part of your group. Clues 

will be posted about their 
location closer to the event. 
Sponsored by the Friends of 
Dubuque County Conserva-
tion Board. Free. 13606 Swiss 
Valley Rd. 563-556-6745. 
facebook.com/swissvalleync.

suN 11/29

Anna B. Lawther 
and Dubuque’s 
Connection to 
the Fight for 
Women’s Suffrage
2 PM @ ONLINE

The 19th amendment to the 
Constitution was adopted 
in 1920. Learn more about 
the local impact of this 
important milestone and 
the fight to make it a 
reality with Dr. Anderson-
Bricker. RSVP required. 
563-489-4225 x2224. 
dubuque.lib.ia.us.
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ONGOING

Toddler Time
1ST TUESDAY @ 9 AND 10:30 

AM AND 1ST SATURDAY @ 

10:30 AM: THROUGH MAY 3

NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

$10 non-members; $8 mem-
bers. rivermuseum.com/ 
toddler-time.

Trivial Pursuit
1ST THURSDAYS @ 8 PM

HOPS & RYE (1108 

LOCUST ST)

Free. 563-580-7354. 
hopsandryebar.com.

Toastmasters
2ND, 4TH, AND 5TH 

WEDNESDAYS @ 5:30 PM

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Overcome your fear of pub-
lic speaking and develop the 

skills to give an organized, 
dynamic, and interesting 
presentation. Ages 18+. Free. 
facebook.com/ 
toastmastersspeakeasyClub.

Galena Farmers Market
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31  

@ 7 AM–NOON

123 COMMERCE ST, 

GALENA, IL

563-542-0996. 
facebook.com/ 
galenafarmersmarket.

Dubuque  
Farmers’ Market
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31  

@ 8 AM–NOON

13TH AND IOWA ST

563-588-4400. 
dubuquefarmersmarket.org.

Twenty Dirty Hands 
Virtual Show
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 31

OUTSIDE THE LINES ART 

GALLERY (GALENA, IL)

OTLAG is teaming up the 
Twenty Dirty Hands to 
display and sell their work 
at Outside the Lines’ Galena 
gallery throughout the 
month of October. 101 S Main 
St, Galena, IL. 815-776-9166. 
twentyDirtyHands.com. 
otlag.com.

Quilts of Valor Display
NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 5

CARNEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY

Quilts from the Northeastern 
Iowa chapter of the Quilts 
of Valor® Foundation will be 
on display during regular 
library hours. There is no 
quilt presentation ceremony 
this year. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO YOu HAve A trI-stAte eveNt tHAt YOu’D LIKe tO sHAre WItH Our reADers? 

Let us KNOW WHAt’s GOING ON bY seNDING us YOur INFOrmAtION!

emAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINe submIssION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT

DUBUQUE WINTER 
FARMERS MARKET
SATURDAYS: NOVEMBER 7–APRIL 24, 2021 @ 9 AM–NOON
KENNEDY MALL FORMER YOUNKERS MEN’S STORE (555 JFK RD)
Dubuque Winter Farmers market kicks 
off their 14th season on saturday, Nov. 
7, from 9 a.m. to noon in the Kennedy 
mall. Winter market is held in the former 
Younkers men’s storefront near Planet 
Fitness. Winter Farmers market will be 
open every saturday (except Dec. 26) 
through April 24, 2021. Approximately 
35 regional vendors will be offer-
ing seasonal produce, eggs, meats, 
cheeses, honey, maple syrup, starter 
plants, herbs, baked goods, and more.

market tokens are available for pur-
chase at the Winter market Information 
booth. use your credit, debit, or sNAP/
ebt card to purchase tokens that are 
used just like cash at all vendor booths

In an effort to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle, Winter market organizers 
encourage you to bring your own reus-
able shopping bags. they also offer a 
recycling station that will accept clean 
egg cartons, glass canning/mason 
jars (only), and plastic grocery bags.

You can become part of the 
energy by participating as a vendor, 

shopping each week, or volunteer-
ing. to volunteer, contact Paula Neu-
haus at neuhaus.paula@gmail.com. 
vendor applications are available at 
WinterMarketDbq.com. Founded in 
2007 by a group of dedicated volun-
teers, Dubuque Winter Farmers market 
is made possible through partnerships 
with the Four mounds Foundation, 
Kennedy mall, and Dubuque main, with 
support from Premier bank, city of 
Dubuque, and sustainable Dubuque. 

masks are required and will be 
available for free at the door if you do 
not have your own. For more informa-
tion, visit WinterMarketDbq.com. n
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MOVIE
NEWS
COMING SOON
BAD HAIR
NOW PLAYING

A horror comedy starring Jay 
Pharoah, Lena Waithe, Kelly 
Rowland and Laverne Cox. 
Terror strikes when a woman’s 
new hair weave seems to take on a life of its 
own. Yep, that is not a typo.

RIDING THE LIGHT
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29

Producer and cinematographer 
Dean Wellman, CEO of Highway 
11 Films released his third full 
length documentary, Riding the 
Light. It was fi lmed during a three-week road trip 
to Mesa Verde, Capitol Reef, Bryce Canyon, 
Monument Valley, and Chaco Canyon. With art 
and photography veteran Henry Matthiessen III of 
Stoned Art Studio and Gallery of Dubuque, IA, the 
fi lm focuses on the beauty and romance of nature 
while capturing the essence of the artist, his art, 
and the splendor of the world around us. 
Additional talent include Andy Steil, Dave 
Christensen, Sophia Landis, and Chrissy Hogue 
Bartels. Download or rent at gum.co/nmWiq. 

WHEN WE 
LAST SPOKE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

In 1967, two sisters are 
abandoned and raised by 
grandparents in the town of 
Fireside. Humor, heartbreak and triumph are 
served with whipped cream and lots of local 
nuts in this heartwarming tale of family, 
friendship and forgiveness.

JINGLE JANGLE (PG)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Decades after his apprentice 
betrays him, a once joyful toy 
maker fi nds new hope when 
his bright young granddaugh-
ter appears on his doorstep. Stars Forrest 
Whittaker, Keegan-Michael Key and Hugh 
Bonneville.

IRON MASK (PG)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Jackie Chan? Yeah, not 
even kidding. Iron Mask 
unites the pair plus Jason 
Flemming for a bizarrely misguided adventure 
that aims for epic fantasy with unintention-
ally hilarious results. So bad it’s good. 

MOVIE BUZZ
Director Zack Snyder 
confi rms that 
reshoots for Justice 
League are currently 
ongoing. Months after 
news of the Batman Snyder cut offi  cially 
releasing broke out, additional work on the 
much-clamored version of the project is 
imminent. Reports claim that Cyborg, Batman, 
and Mera will be back on the set for new scenes, 
as well as villains Deathstroke and Joker.

New photos from 
Berlin show Keanu 
Reeves has shaved 
off  his trademark 
beard and long hair 
in a return to Neo’s real world look for The 
Matrix 4. Reeves is currently reprising the role 
of Neo in the long-awaited fourth movie in the 
sci-fi  action franchise, alongside fellow Matrix
alums Carrie-Ann Moss and Jada Pinkett Smith, 
as well as series newcomers Yahya Abdul-
Mateen II, Jessica Henwick, Neil Patrick Harris, 
and Jonathan Groff . 

Black-ish creator 
Kenya Barris will 
write, direct, and 
produce a biopic of 
legendary standup 
comedian Richard Pryor for MGM. Barris has 
teamed up with Jennifer Lee Pryor, Pryor’s 
widow, to produce the project. This will be 
Barris’ fi lm-directing debut. Multiple attempts 
at a biopic have been made in the past: Eddie 
Murphy was considered to play Pryor back in 
2009, and a movie with Lee Daniels directing 
and Kate Hudson playing Pryor’s wife almost 
came to fruition in 2016.

Roland Emmerich 
announces his new 
disaster movie 
Moonfall has begun 
fi lming. Emmerich’s 
reputation as the modern master of disaster 
movies of course began with the blockbuster 
success of his alien invasion epic Independence 
Day, which grossed $817 million worldwide in 
the summer of 1996. The calamitous scenario 
of Moonfall sees a mysterious force knock-
ing the moon out of its orbit and sending 
it on a collision course with Earth. To stop 
global catastrophe, a team is sent to land 
on the moon and somehow prevent the 
runaway body from destroying humanity.
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ADVERSITY BREWS 
CREATIVE JUICES 
AT DIMENSIONAL 
BREWING CO.
Like many local bars and restaurants, the shut-
down issued by Governor reynolds in march 
was a jolt to Dimensional brewing company. 
With less than two years in operation, the 
young brewery was growing nicely and had just 
expanded capacity with the installation of four 
new fermentation tanks. suddenly, it was faced 
with a large amount of fixed overhead with 
the possibility of no revenue for an unforeseen 
period. “my initial thought was, ‘Damn, we just 
purchased major equipment that might sit idle 
for months,’” said co-owner Jeff burds. “but 
that’s when things really got interesting.”

the brewery shifted immediately to a 
curbside and take-out model and stepped 
up its packaging of beer in of 25.4-ounce 
“crowlers”. Initially, all orders were placed by 
phone. “We were surprised by the high sales 
volume of the first few days of the shut-
down,” burds remarked. “the community 
support was tremendous when the closure 
began and has sustained us through the 
pandemic. With the uncertainty of every-
thing at the beginning, we were unsure if that 
was something that would continue.” this is 
when the team sat down and developed a 
plan of action to continue to move forward. 

Numerous operational adjustments were 
necessary over the succeeding months. Within 
a few weeks of the shutdown, Dimensional 
established an online store, and sales continued 
to pour in. Next, the “D-tour” was hatched. 
through the brewer’s vast network of craft 
beer fans, the D-tour featured packaged beer 
delivery to Des moines, cedar rapids, marion, 
Iowa city, Davenport, and cedar Falls/Water-
loo. Dimensional fans hosted drop-off points 
in each locale where people who placed orders 
could pick up their beer. “When faced with the 
adversity of cOvID-19, the team here really 
stepped up and our fans were super excited to 
help us out,” says co-brewer and Distribution 
manager Joe specht. the taproom’s outdoor 
patio was expanded, adding a tent and heaters. 

Dimensional also partnered with Flatted Fifth 
bbQ from bellevue, IA to have a full time food 
option in the taproom. most recently, the 
company has utilized the services of canuP, 
a regional mobile canning line, to provide 
their customers with a 16-ounce can option 
in addition to the manual crowler packag-
ing which is done one at a time in-house. 

None of these operational pivots ensured 
sales. that’s where the beer comes in. Dimen-
sional brewers shane Knipper, Grant Wulf, and 
specht are seizing the opportunity to showcase 
their creativity. “We are brewing with the 
ferocity of Ninkasi—the beer goddess—featur-
ing numerous variants of beer styles craft beer 
enthusiasts go gaga for,” Wulf said. these styles 
include hazy IPAs, fruited sours (including their 
own branded over-fruited, smoothie style beer 
named “Froot cups”), and barrel-aged stouts. 

Dimensional sales are trending above the 
previous year despite cOvID-19, and the brew-
ery is now a must stop for craft beer junkies 
throughout the midwest. most recently, they 
purchased their own canning line and promoted 
bart Frederick to taproom manager. “the 
pandemic has been hard on all businesses and 
made us all adapt our processes. For us, it has 
bred ingenuity that we may have otherwise not 
tapped,” said Frederick. “We are humbled by 
the support we have received from the Dubuque 
community. Our shared goal is to continue to 
exceed expectations in both the beers we brew 
and the safe, welcoming service we provide.” 

Dimensional has much to celebrate for 
their second anniversary, which will formally 
be celebrated Nov. 20-22. they are bring-
ing in various Nashville musical artists that 
will be performing throughout the weekend. 
You can also expect new releases and tasty 
re-releases of some of their most popular 
beers both on tap and packaged in 16-oz 
cans, crowlers, and bottles. All necessary 
and required social distancing measures will 
continue to be followed in the taproom. n

FEatuRE stoRy



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #374 OctOber 29–NOvember 23, 2020 365INK MAGAZINE FeAture stOrY  15

GARY 
DOLPHIN’S 
IRON BAR 
OPENS
BY BRYCE PARKS

Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar kicked-off the weekend of satur-
day, Oct. 24, with a soft opening in conjunction with the 
opening of the delayed Iowa Hawkeye football season 
located in the Novelty Iron Works building, 333 e. 10th 

st. in downtown Dubuque’s historic millwork District. 
Despite passing on many chances to have his name 

on a bar in the past, the time and theme seemed right 
for venerable Iowa Hawkeyes sports broadcaster and 
native Dubuquer (well, cascader technically) to finally 
hang out that shingle, creating a unique and classy 
space to gather and converse with friends but also be 
able to celebrate the sports that made him Iowa-famous.

While the Iron bar has existed as an attractive space 
for a couple of years, it lacked a true purpose for being 
until now, often acting as a spill over space for weddings 
happening in the building’s ballroom. but the potential 
was there for much more. the version of the bar named 
for the “voice of the Hawkeyes” features not only new 
spaces, but also each is themed to a part of Dolphin’s life 
including memorabilia and artwork from Gary’s collection 
that highlight his life and ties to the university of Iowa.

the Press box, a recreation of the actual press box 
that Gary broadcasts from at Kinnick stadium at the 
university of Iowa, features a huge image of the view 
from his seat at the game. It’s a great spot for a selfie!

Dolph’s Den, located adjacent to the main bar, is 
a private den with couches and a fireplace adorned 
with Gary’s favorite memorabilia and artifacts.

Dolph’s Dugout is a semi-private area behind 
the back bar that can be reserved for smaller 
groups, created to have the look and feel of a 
baseball dugout, one of Gary’s favorite sports.

Dolph’s corner is an intimate corner of Gary’s place 
that is a tribute to his family’s Dolphin’s corner, one 
of the first convenience stores in Gary’s hometown of 
cascade, IA, that sold groceries, acted as a weighing 
station for the grain of local farmers, and of course, 
had the added bonus of having a short bar where the 
weary farmers could have a shot and a scoop of beer.

two spaces at Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar feature the 
tvs you would expect from a great sports bar.

Find more seating along the Hall of Games, a wide 
hallway outside the bar with high booth and high top 
tables plus two large flat screens for all sporting events. 

then there is the the courtyard, perhaps the most 
unique way to watch the Hawks anywhere in Dubuque. 
this inner courtyard of the Iron Works building is 
surrounded on all sides by rising brick walls, open to 
the sky, where a crisp and bright, 13-foot wide, high 
definition LeD screen is located. this attractive outdoor 
seating area, directly adjacent to the main bar, will be 
a key part of the Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar experience. 
365ink watched the unfortunate loss Purdue here, 
but despite the bad game, the heat from the outdoor 
heaters, the awesome tv experience, and the avail-
ability of food from the next door backpocket bytes 
delivered to our table made for a very enjoyable way to 
watch the game. And hey, despite getting into Novem-
ber, the next two saturdays already have forecasts 
to be warmer than it was on opening day. so wear a 
couple layers and check it out. Watching Iowa football 
out in the crisp air feels right. It also felt like a good, 
safe place to enjoy the game while social distancing. 

though Gary obviously cannot be there during 
games as he’s a bit busy calling the game for radio, he 
does plan to call into the bar during halftime to check 
in with the Hawks fan watching the game at his place. 

Gary Dolphin’s Iron bar plans to be open seven days 
per week, though building full hours in the beginning 
may depend on how cOvID-19 affects things. A staff of 
servers bring the drinks and food to you instead of you 
having to go to the bar. It’s all part of the plan to focus 
on service and ambiance that rises above the fray. 

And our fingers are still crossed that the much-antici-
pated Gino’s east Pizzeria of chicago may still be able to 
open in the Novelty Iron Works main floor next to Gary 
Dolphin’s Iron bar by the end of the year. And yes, if that 
happens, you can get your pizza to eat at Dolph’s place. n

GArY DOLPHIN

tHe cOurtYArD WINGs AND tAcOs FrOm bAcKPOcKet bYtesDOLPH’s DeNGArY DOLPHIN’s IrON bAr

ELIZABETH MOEN
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 @ 8:30 PM (2 SETS)
GARY DOLPHIN’S IRON BAR (333 E 10TH ST)
the newly-opened Gary 
Dophin’s Iron bar inside 
the Novelty Iron Works 
building in Dubuque’s 
historic millwork District 
welcomes Iowa singer/
songwriter elizabeth 
moen for a free per-
formance on saturday, 
Nov. 28, at 8:30 p.m.

blending fierce, 
massive vocals and 
raw bluesy guitar 
with introspective lyrics and electronic textures, 
elizabeth moen “showcases both strength and 
vulnerability, reminding us that these traits often 
go hand in hand,” according to NPr music. 

she credits her first public performance with 
transforming her relationship to songwriting. “I felt 
understood for the first time,” she says. “I real-
ized songs were the best way I could explain my 
thoughts and feelings to others—and to myself.” 
she dedicated herself to the process, writing inces-
santly, recording prolifically, and performing as 
much as the public would have her. then came a 
pandemic. Like so many artists (and humans), moen 
felt derailed, but her focus remained steadfast and 
her default coping mechanism as relevant as ever; 
she kept writing songs. the resulting eP, Creature 
of Habit, approaches mental health with a balance 
of accessible sincerity and existential profundity. 

“moen has remarkable control over her voice 
that reflects the emotional candor in her lyr-
ics... she showcases both strength and vulner-
ability, reminding us that these traits often go 
hand in hand,” according to NPr music’s tiny 
Desk contest entries We can’t stop Watching this 
Week. “Hers is a voice made to turn heads.” 

“elizabeth moen possesses a big, soulful voice 
that can take you places… the Iowa native also has 
big things on her mind and can write music and lyrics 
that match her impressive set of pipes.” —LA Weekly

“elizabeth is armed with a jaw-dropping sing-
ing voice, tasteful guitar playing, and songs that 
stay in your head for days.” —Iowa Public radio

since the Hawkeyes play Nebraska on Fri-
day, Gary will be able to come home for this 
show on saturday night and hopes you can join 
him in person for the free performance. n

FEatuRE stoRy
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MORBID 
MUSE GALA
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 @ 7 PM
SMOKESTACK (62 E 7TH ST)
come out of your coffin for morbid muse 
Gala, a local exhibit from native artists 
on Friday, Oct. 30 starting at 7 p.m. at 
smokestack in honor of spooky season.

the gallery will be upstairs along 
with a chili station while live music 
hits the stage on the lower level. 
Dubuque’s the struggle kick things off 
at 8 p.m. followed DJs emple, mis-
ter Whiskers, Hoax, and Pagliaro.

entry is $10, and $2 from each entry 
goes to the Jay Needs A New Kid-
ney fundraiser, supporting Dubuque 
native Jay blackman. Don’t make your 
best dressed day in a casket. cos-
tumes encouraged, and masks are 
required. For more information, visit 
instagram.com/morbid.muse.gala. n

HALLOWEEN HAUNTS

WITCHFEST
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 @ 6–9 PM
NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM 
(350 E 3RD ST)
Adult witches and warlocks are invited 
to attended Witchfest at the National 
mississippi river museum & Aquarium 
on thursday, Oct. 29 from 6 to 9 p.m.

the evening will feature live music 
from Josh Yeltman and food available for 
purchase from magoo’s Pizza and Ado-
bos. the river museum campus, including 
interior historic and animal exhibits as 
well as museum stores will be open to 
guests. significant store discounts will be 
available. cash bars will be available in 

both the east and west buildings. Festive 
attire is encouraged, and prizes will be 
awarded to the best themed attire and 
cleverest face mask. Additionally, the 
evening will feature a cackling contest.

tickets are available in advance 
and are just $8 for members and $10 
for non-members. Guests must be 
21 to attend. to purchase tickets and 
learn more,call 563-557-9545 or 
visit rivermsueum.com/events. n

tHu 10/29

Papa’s Pumpkin Patch
10 AM @ 16679 360TH AVE,  

BELLEVUE, IA

Oct. 29–31. Pick your own 
pumpkins. Free. 
563-872-4728.

Great River Reapers 
Home Haunt
5–9 PM @ 2750 BURDEN ST

Oct. 29–30 at 5–9 p.m. and 
Oct. 31 at 5–10 p.m. Stroll 
through a graveyard, see 
a horse drawn hearse, and 
more. Collecting dona-
tions for the Dubuque 
Food Pantry and Veterans 
Freedom Center. Free.

Grimmwood Acres
6–10 PM @ 13549 SURREY LN

Oct. 29–31. Debuting this 
year, the haunt is a complete 
song and light show in a 
handcrafted cemetery with 
singing Jack-O-Lanterns. All 
ages. Free.

Halloween Harvest 
Pumpkin Decorating 
Contest Voting
ONLINE

Oct. 29–30. Hills & Dales 
has reinvented their annual 
Halloween Harvest event 
by partnering with Kennedy 
Mall for a free pumpkin 
decorating contest! The 
pumpkins are on display 
in storefront windows now 
through Oct. 30. Photos of 
each pumpkin will be posted 
at facebook.com/hillsdales. 
The photo with the most 
reactions will win a $100 Mall 
gift card with a total prize 
package valued at $200. The 
winner will be announced at 
4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30 on the 
Hills & Dales Facebook page. 
555 JFK Rd. 563-556-7878. 
hillsdales.org.

Dog-O-Ween 2020
ONLINE

Oct. 29–30. Theisen’s has 
partnered with Mars Petcare 
to present Dog-O-Ween 
2020! Theisen’s customers 
and fans on social media 
will have the opportunity 
to enter the dog-themed 
costume contests, each 
with a $500 gift card as a 
prize! Submit your picture 
or video with your dog(s). 
The contest will also be 
promoted on Theisen’s Face-
book and Instagram pages. 
theisens.com/dogoween.

FrI 10/30

Haunted History Walk
OCTOBER 30 @ 6:30 PM

LINWOOD CEMETERY

Walk with a paranormal 
group as they investigate the 
history and people of 
Dubuque’s past. Great River 
Investigative Paranormal 
Society (GRIPS) will take 
people along the beautiful 
and peaceful paths to various 
graves with unique history, 
stories will be told. Ghost 
equipment will be used. Ages 
10+. RSVP. $10. 2736 Windsor 
Ave. 563-213-9043. 
gripsghosthunt.com.

Rocky Horror
7 PM @ GRAND 

OPERA HOUSE

Oct. 30 at 7 p.m., Oct. 31 at 
midnight and 7 p.m., and 
Nov. 1 at midnight. Let’s do 
the Time Warp Again! Are 
you looking for the perfect 
Halloween treat? Don’t miss 
Brad, Janet, Dr. Frank-N-
Furter and the rest of the 
Transylvanian gang on the 
big screen at the Grand Opera 
House. Costumes (and virgins) 
welcome. Limited seating. 
Prop bags for $7. Tickets $10. 
135 W 8th St. 563-588-1305. 
thegrandoperahouse.com.

sAt 10/31

Hy-Vee Drive 
Through Halloween
10 AM @ HY-VEE LOCUST

Hy-Vee on Locust St. 
in downtown Dubuque 
presents a Halloween drive 
through, a safe way to cel-
ebrate Halloween this year. 
Hy-Vee goodie bags filled 
with fun items from their 
departments will be handed 
out in a drive-up lane in 
the Tandem Tire parking 
lot across from Hy-Vee 
while supplies last. Thank 
you to Resources Unite and 
vendors for the assist.

Schuster’s Pumpkin 
Patch & Corn Maze
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31  

@ 10 AM–5 PM

7541 SCHUELLER 

HEIGHTS RD

Enjoy the corn maze, pump-
kin patch, scavenger hunt, 
wagon rides, and pumpkin 
launcher. 563-556-2879. 
schusterspumpkinpatch.com.

Halloween 
Open House
11 AM–2 PM @ 

MCGRATH DUBUQUE 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Bring the family to celebrate 
Halloween with a COVID-safe 
trunk-or-treat, kids costume 
contest, pumpkin painting, 
lunch from The Olde Hixy 
Smokehouse, and more. 
Charity of the day is Research 
for the Kids. 145 N Crescent 
Rdg. 563-557-3735. 
dubuqueharley-davidson.com.

The Phantom of 
the Hazel Green 
Opera House
11 AM AND 2 PM @ HAZEL 

GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

The Fever River Puppeteers 
will present a comic 
Halloween marionette show, 
spoofing a well-known 
musical. The historic Hazel 
Green Opera House is 
almost a character in it own 
right, as Witch Hazel Green 

VESPERMAN 
FARMS
OCTOBER 29 AND 30 @ NOON–7 PM
OCTOBER 31 @ 10 AM–7 PM
8149 STAGE RD, LANCASTER, WI
And as an outdoor, fresh air kind of attrac-
tion, vesperman Farms is a really safe 
distance-able option for families to finally 
get out of the house with the kids and do 
something fun and not have to worry so 
much about contact and indoor crowds. 
the farm has implemented a lot of extra 
safety and distancing measures to ensure 
everyone’s safety. You can see a full list 
of their efforts at VespermanFarms.com. 
they also offer curbside pick-up if you just 
want the goodies to go on weekends.

there are so many amenities on 
the farm that it’ll make your head 
spin: hay wagon rides, pumpkin patch, 
pumpkin cannon and trebuchet, 

zip lines, tire mountain, duck races, 
wagon train, and massive corn 
maze. Plus goats, baby chicks, min-
iature horses, kittens, and more.

the new ice cream plus apple cider 
donuts, caramel apples, and kettle corn 
are seasonal must-haves. And thanks 
to the giant catering kitchen, you can 
also get burgers, dogs, and fries hot 
and fresh. Noting pre-made. It’s all 
made there to order, including really 
good chicken strips from scratch. 

General admission is $9.50 for 
everyone 5 and up, and 4 and under 
are free. Parking is free. Find more 
at VespermanFarms.com. n

FEatuRE stoRy
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DARK CHAMBERS 
HAUNTED HOUSE
OCTOBER 30 AND 31 @ 7–10 PM
FORMER RED TOP SUPPER CLUB 
(1341 FRONTAGE RD, KIELER, WI)
Dark chambers heads back to Kieler, WI as the tri-
states biggest and bestest haunted attraction returns 
for 2020. trent and his dedicated crew of creepy crea-
tures have saved Halloween for all the fright-lovers in 
the area. there will be no light fright this year, so the 
full fright runs from 7 to 10 p.m. on Oct. 30 and 31.

social distancing practices will be in place for a 
safe (aside from utter terror) family-friendly haunt. 
Once again taking over the former red top supper 
club, the new venue since 2019 gives the local scare 
a renewed energy and a different experience from 
past years. With all the scares you love, dark turns and 
terrifying sights that will get your heart pounding.

Assuming prices have not changes, admis-
sion is $15, and there may be a $25 Fast Pass. For 
more information, visit DarkChambers.com. n

and Frankie try to find out 
who has kidnapped 
Scarecrow Sally and a 
mysterious stranger. There 
will be minimal seating and 
social distancing. Masks are 
required. RSVP. $5. 2130 
Main St., Hazel Green, WI. 
608-732-7129. 
hazelgreenoperahouse. 
blogspot.com.

Shake Rag Alley 
Trick’r Treat
5–7 PM @ SHAKE RAG 

ALLEY (MINERAL 

POINT, WI)

If you are a kid or want to 
act like a kid, put on your 
wildest costume and meet 
friendly (not scary) 
costumed characters who 
will safely pass out 
Halloween treats throughout 
the Shake Rag Alley campus. 
Even during a pandemic, this 
Mineral Point tradition is 

enjoyable for the whole 
family and is a way to check 
out other free spirits’ wacky 
get-ups. 18 Shake Rag St, 
Mineral Point, WI. 
shakeragalley.org.

Halloweens A Drag
8 AND 10 PM @ THE 

DRIFTLESS (168 E 10TH ST)

Hosted by Rio S Suave, the 
drag show features Demen-
tia Jaide, Sage Umbra, 
Anna Mae, Izzy A Mess, and 
Hollywood Hope with spot-
light performances by Ben 
Dover and Jaylinn Suave. A 
costume contest will be held 
at each show, and children 
will receive a free candy 
bag. Masks are required. The 
8 p.m. show is all ages while 
the 10 p.m. show is 21+. $10 
One show; $15 both. 168 E 
10th St. KeyCityPride.org.

THE HELLOWEEN 
CIRCUS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 @ 8 PM
SANDY HOOK TAVERN  
(3868 SANDY HOOK RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)
step right up folks, 
come one, come all, and 
welcome to the larg-
est outdoor Halloween 
party in the tri-states! 
the HeLLoween circus 
takes over the sandy 
Hook tavern on satur-
day, Oct. 31 at 8 p.m.

there will be live 
music by six shots til midnight, AJs meatshack will 
be cooking up some spooky specials, and there 
will be some creepy crawly worm Jello shots for 
dessert! explore the circus tent exhibits that are 
sure to fright and delight. the freaks will be out! 

the costume contest boasts $500 in cash 
prizes along with a $500 gift certificate to get 
inked by Faye at mysticman tattoo LLc. cat-
egories include “the best”: bearded Lady, strong 
man, Fortune teller, creepiest clown, sexiest, 
steampunk, Wolfman, and Group (2 or more).

Join ring master Ash and his lovely assistant bre 
as they present to you some of the most amazing, 
creepy, weird and downright disturbing creatures this 
Halloween. For more information, call 608-748-4728 
or visit facebook.com/sandyhooktavern. n
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retAIL tHerAPY HAs A 
WHOLe NeW PurPOse IN 2020
CHANGING RETAIL
Fifteen years ago, the day I was hired 
at a local department store was the 
same day it was sold. the once well-
known department store, renowned 
for an affl  uent shopping experience, 
unrivaled customer service and free gift 
wrapping, went from being a staple in 
the community to a chain, competing 
with coupons against other mid-level 
retailers. After a gradual and imminent 
decline, less than 15 years later, that 
department store no longer exists, along 
with many of their once competitors. 

With the heyday of the department 
stores having come and gone, the 
progression of the shopping experi-
ence is becoming more clear. From 
the local main street shops booming, 
to shopping transitioning to malls and 
department stores, to big box, online, 
and it is now back full circle to the local 
boutique experience. As a style Profes-
sional and someone that shops with 
people for a living, I have seen the shift 
of how and where we shop fi rsthand. It 
seems strange to think that less than a 
decade ago, online shopping was foreign 
and clunky, and now we can purchase 
anything we could imagine, right at our 

fi ngertips. Hometown shops and bou-
tiques were once stereotyped as a place 
that only a non-trendy great aunt would 
shop at, and most thought that going 
out of town to shop was the only option. 
since these changes, with the decline 
of department stores, one particular 
area of growth has been the rebranding 
around shopping local and small busi-
ness. boutiques have been refashioned, 
are able to market online, and have 
gotten a well deserved image overhaul. 
the boutique is once again considered 
a place to shop for something unique 
and fashion forward. For many bou-
tiques in our area, they have always had 
the trendy and fashion forward pieces 
but were never given the opportunity 
by shoppers. As with anything, this 
may not be everyone’s experience, but 
many only shopped what they knew. 

When I fi rst started writing this 
article, I wanted to focus on the shift in 
shopping trends from department stores 
to local and online, but with the develop-
ment of a pandemic in past months, it is 
necessary to discuss its eff ects on pretty 
much everything. With the average 
consumer now living online in a variety 
of forms, it was not only important but 

REFASHIONED
A Retail Tale

STORY BY JESSICA PFOHL PAISLEY
STYLE PROFESSIONAL AND FOUNDER OF PS STYLING

PHOTOS BY ROOTS + WILDS
MODEL: EMERALD FROMMELT

CovER stoRy
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also absolutely vital for local boutiques 
to have an online presence. With so 
many mainstream online competitors, 
clothing box subscriptions, and other 
alternatives vying for shoppers’ attention, 
retail was different, and the pandemic 
only made it move that much faster.

According to a recent Gallup study, 
over 60 percent of the u.s. workforce 
is working from home. Working from 
home means that people are dressing 
differently, which means a change in 
needs and consumer shopping habits. 
When you don’t have to leave the house 
for your regular job or only have to be 
visible on Zoom meetings a couple of 
times a week, the pressure to dress up 
is no longer there. As an Image con-
sultant that studies the psychology of 
how your dress affects how you feel, 
think, and act, I highly recommend still 
dressing up to a certain level, although 
for some that may be just getting 
dressed at all. taking the steps to get 
dressed in the morning can affect your 
productivity, optimism, motivation, 
and can overall improve your mood. 

Another proven way to improve your 
overall mood can actually come from 
shopping in itself. consumer psycholo-
gists share that retail therapy can help 
people relieve stress and actually help 
them work through a crisis. the key to 

this (as with many things) is moderation 
and to not be confused with reckless 
purchasing and spending. Online shop-
ping has made this anxiety-reducing 
experience much more accessible to us, 
especially now. In a report from Peri-
scope by mcKinsey, in a matter of 90 
days, the way we shop and our expecta-
tions as consumers has leapt forward 
10 years. businesses have had to adapt, 
and in some cases, change completely 
how they have operated. Now with the 
constant access to technology, studies 
show that consumers want the omnichan-
nel experience: a physical and digital 
presence along with a unified look and 
seamless experience on all platforms. 
this was a large order for many retailers 
that up until this time maybe only had an 
unused Facebook page. the website was 
no longer a way to get basic informa-
tion; it needed to also be a place to shop 
and connect with smaller retailers. In 
Dubuque specifically, it has been inspiring 
for me to see how businesses pivoted 
what had always worked for them and 
made the most of an unimaginable situa-
tion. When closing the doors seemed like 
a very real possibility, as our community 
always does, the rally cry of support local 
was strong, and we have seen that in 
the sustained small business. Once the 
department store became nothing more 
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than mainstream, it was exciting to see 
the rise in small business and boutiques 
once again. For those not connected to 
the retail space, the shift in shopping 
may have seemed to happen overnight 
but the small retail businesses have 
been there, standing the test of time. 

THE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE
As a child, growing up just outside of 
Dubuque, shopping “in town” for me was 
an experience. One that had a feeling, an 
aroma, almost even a taste, and it 
created a lasting memory and impres-
sion that stays with me to this day. From 
department stores to walking downtown 
shops and boutiques after Farmers’ 
market, those experiences definitely 
shaped me and impacted my career 
choice as an adult. those memories have 
inspired me to this day, wanting to bring 
that same energy and feel to others that 
I shop with. With many of the local 
boutiques, a real connection has been 
forged with the owners and their teams, 
and together we are able to recreate 
“the shopping experience.” check out 
these six area boutique retailers that 
have refashioned their business model, 
adapted to the changing retail environ-
ment, and provided our community with 
style, safely. 

GRAHAM’S STYLE STORE 
(FEATURED ON COVER)
890 MAIN ST, STE 100

563-582-3760
GRAHAMSDBQ.COM
FACEBOOK: @GRAHAMSDBQ

INSTAGRAM: @GRAHAMSDBQ

A fourth-generation, family-owned 
retailer has held their own and main-
tained the best of both worlds since 
1936. As the only store on our list that 
provides both women and men’s cloth-
ing, they provide the personal atten-
tion of a locally-owned, boutique-style 
retailer and the shopping experience 
that even a high-end department store 
can’t rival. custom alterations and 
specialty sizing, they offer all things 
that have been missing for some time. 
speaking of, they still offer free gift 
wrapping. In 2020. Adapting to the 
necessary changes with the pandemic, 
Graham’s offers curbside pickup and free 
local delivery. the Graham’s name is a 
staple with Dubuque, just like their store.

GOTTA HAVE IT
315 BLUFF ST

563-588-3956
FACEBOOK:  

@GOTTAHAVEITINCBOUTIQUEONBLUFF

A fixture on bluff street, the owner, Julie, 
has a wonderful ability to understand 
her customers and an openness to try 
new things. Having to adapt to shopping 
changes with the pandemic, Gotta Have 
It (who doesn’t have a formal website) 
has upped their social media game with 
live posts and new products almost 
daily. If you check out their “About us” 
section on their Facebook page, it says it 
all. “Gotta Have It Inc. was inspired by a 
feeling: that instant mood boost you 
only get from finding an outfit that fits 
just right. since 1991, we’ve continually 
elevated our clients’ confidence with our 
stylish array of colorful and unique 
clothing, all expertly selected and 
beautifully displayed. Plus, we’ve got 
everyone’s favorite designer brands—
tribal, clara sun Woo, brighton, and 
Lynn ritchie, just to name a few. We’ve 
built a strong presence in our commu-
nity and adore sharing our eye for 
fashion as it changes with the seasons.” 
It’s clear to this style Professional, Gotta 
Have It gets it. 

HJ’S FASHION EMPORIUM 
241 MAIN ST

563-584-9100
HONESTJOHNSTORES.COM/ 
HJ-S-EMPORIUM-DUBUQUE
FACEBOOK: @HJSFASHIONS

A family-owned store with four other 
locations across the river in Illinois, HJ’s 
is one of those stores you keep finding 
more and more as you dig. Focusing on 
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quality as well as comfort, this is the store 
to find your great foundations, specifi-
cally in shoes. Your feet will thank you. 
And adapting to the needs, they have 
masks and simple, stylish mask necklaces 
to keep that mask close by.

NAMASTE
955 WASHINGTON ST #106

563-599-7200
NAMASTEDBQ.COM
FACEBOOK: @NAMASTEDBQ

INSTAGRAM: @NAMASTEDBQ

One of my favorite stores to create a look 
that is stylish as well as socially respon-
sible. shopping intentionally is important 
and is something to think about when 
building up our wardrobes. Namaste was 
ahead of the trend to having a local outlet 
focused on brands that are ethically-
sourced, charitable, or have positive 
mission statements in the support of 

movement, style, and self-confidence. 
Located in the heart of the millwork 
District, Namaste not only offers clothing 
but is also a source of inspiration and 
wellness.

CLASSY & CHIC
1065 JACKSON ST #200

563-582-6254
CLASSYANDCHICBOUTIQUE.NET
FACEBOOK: @CLASSYCHICBOUT1

INSTAGRAM: @CLASSYANDCHICBOUTIQUE2

Opening a boutique was a lifelong 
dream for owner Donna Weber. that 
dream is now a reality with the open-
ing of classy & chic boutique, a 
women’s clothing store where you can 
look good, feel good, and not break 
the bank. Within walking distance of 
two other area boutiques on this list, 
classy & chic offers inclusive sizing 
up to 3x and a lineup of vests, cozy 
sweaters, and the perfect fall denim.

GrAHAm’s stYLe stOre
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VIVIE BOUTIQUE
333 E 10TH ST #103

VIVIEBOUTIQUE.COM
FACEBOOK: VIVIE BOUTIQUE DUBUQUE

INSTAGRAM: @VIVIEBOUTIQUE

this sassy little boutique is new to the 
area and has been on my “go check it out 
list” since it opened. vivie boutique takes 
your breath away from the moment you 
walk in and makes you feel like you can’t 
shop fast enough to check it all out! With 
the first vivie boutique located in Florida, 
a busy mom of three girls, owner Abby 
Destafano, created an enticing shopping 
experience for all but specifically moms 
in mind. trendy, budget friendly and flat-
tering, you really can’t ask for much more. 
Plus the neon pink “hello gorgeous” 
sign and tufted velvet couch make for 
a great impromptu photoshoot spot, as 
our cover model, emerald, can attest to.

Didn’t see your favorite boutique 
on this list? send your favorites to 
j@psstyling.com, and I can check it out!

HOW TO SUPPORT SMALL 
BIZ IN FOUR SIMPLE WAYS
During these new times, a question I am 
regularly asked is, “What can the con-
sumer do to support local boutiques?” 
Other than the obvious “go shopping!” 
statement, here are four ways you can 
support local retailers and businesses.
1. Connect on social media. Facebook 

and Instagram are updated much 
more frequently than a website and 
are ways for stores to communicate 
with their customers. Follow them, 

like and share their posts, watch their 
live feeds, and join their vIP groups.

2. Leave a review. Loved your shopping 
experience? share that with your 
friends and family! A personal referral 
is one of the best ways to support 
your boutique retailers. many of us 
are living online for the time being, 
and this real engagement equals real 
value and relationships for stores that 
need it right now. You can search 
for a simple step-by-step process 
for how to leave a Google review.

3. Shop somewhere new. the most frus-
trating thing I’ve heard throughout my 
career in styling is that there is nowhere 
to shop in our area. my response is 
usually to list local boutiques and 
ask if they’ve ever been there. In the 
Dubuque downtown district alone, 
we have stores that carry fair trade 
options, name brand clothing, inclusive 
sizing, and each and every store would 
be willing to special order something 
for you. Of course, that being said, I 
understand that no store is a one size 
fits all option, however there are so 
many amazing and unique retailers in 
Dubuque, and in a 30-mile radius that 
I still haven’t been able to get to them 
all. since the pandemic has hit, 40 
percent of consumers around the globe 
have tried new brands or purchased 
with a new retailer. this is the time 
to step out of your comfort zone and 
support local retail at the same time.

4. Work with a stylist. With all of the 
clothing subscriptions and algorithms 
that can leave you in a mass produced 
fashion box, stand out and shop local 
boutique retailers, right alongside your 
stylist or have your stylist curate looks 
for you. A stylist helps you customize 
your look, connect you with your per-
sonal style, pull clothing for your body, 
lifestyle and budget, and add items 
to enhance your current wardrobe. If 
you’ve read the Jan., 23 2020 issue of 
365ink, you have seen Kristina’s first 
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hand experience working with yours 
truly in the article Exploring Identity 
through Style. that was her first time 
working with a stylist and you can read 
the impact it had on her and her ward-
robe (article also on psstyling.com). 
After getting this far in the article, 
you have a good idea of who I am 
and what I do, so I would like to take 
this time to introduce you to a fellow 
fashionista. Like shopping at your ideal 
store, finding a stylist you vibe with is 
key in this process, so it’s important 
to know your options. the founder of 
K.maree consulting, Klanea evans is 
an emerging Fashion stylist who has 
put down roots in Dubuque. Klanea is 
originally from Waterloo, IA and grew 
up with a large family. raised in a 
religious home, wearing skirts was her 
daily norm and dressing in expressive 
ways wasn’t an option. those early 
clothing expectations affected her 
fashion decisions and style identity 
later on in life. shopping at thrift stores 
and second hand taught her to do a 
lot with a little, refashioning a look all 
her own. After moving to chicago as 
an adult, she found her confidence, 
self expression, and channeled that 
into her schooling and current career. 
During that exciting time, with fashion 

as her avenue, Klanea was able to 
take charge and dress like herself, not 
someone else’s ideal of herself. this 
gave her courage to love herself from 
inside out and radiate confidence, 
which is the ultimate goal for a styl-
ist and her client. As a stylist with a 
background in human resources, she 
enjoys highlighting that professional 
wear can be stylish and still polished. 
Her views and personal experience 
with online shopping is that it can be 
frustrating and expensive, so shop-
ping in person is best if possible. 
As a woman with curves, one of her 
favorite local boutiques to shop is the 
PopOut shop in downtown Dubuque. 
As a black female-business owner, 
Klanea is excited to see the dedication 
of other entrepreneurs in the area, 
what drives them, inspires them, and 
how they push past their fears. Want 
to learn more about Klanea? Follow 
her on Instagram @klanea_evans.

so what’s next? Have you been shop-
ping differently since the pandemic? 
What would you like to see available 
in local retailers? What is your ideal 
shopping experience? I’d love to hear 
from you! email me at j@psstyling.com 
and share your thoughts! n

JESSICA PFOHL PAISLEY
JessIcA PFOHL PAIsLeY, stYLe PrOFessIONAL AND FOuNDer OF Ps stYLING, 

Is LOcAteD IN DubuQue, IA, creAtING OPPOrtuNItIes OF emPOWermeNt 

FOr Her cLIeNts tHrOuGH ImAGe AND stYLe. OWNING A busINess WItH A 

mIssION tO WOrK WItH tHe cOmmuNItY IN AN INcLusIve WAY, PrOmOtING 

FAsHION, Art AND ImAGe HAs ALWAYs beeN Her vIsION. WOrKING IN retAIL, sPecIAL 

eveNts AND PersONALIZeD sHOPPING FOr Over A DecADe, JessIcA LAuNcHeD Her 

eXPerIeNce INtO A cAreer, sHIFtING Her sKILLs AND busINess FrOm A PArt-tIme GIG (est. 

2011) tO Her FuLL-tIme FOcus IN 2016 As A FAsHION stYLIst AND ImAGe cONsuLtANt (AKA 

stYLe PrOFessIONAL). WItH A bAcKGrOuND IN cOrPOrAte AND NONPrOFIt WOrK, Her 

cOmbINeD eXPerIeNce AND KNOWLeDGe AssIsts Her IN WOrKING FrOm tHe INDIvIDuAL 

cLIeNt tO cOrPOrAte PreseNtAtIONs tO cOmmuNItY eNGAGemeNt. JessIcA Is AN ActIve 

member OF tHe AssOcIAtION OF ImAGe cONsuLtANts INterNAtIONAL (AIcI) AND Is tHe 

vP OF membersHIP AND PresIDeNt eLect FOr tHe AIcI cHIcAGO mIDWest cHAPter. 

JessIcA WOrKING WItH KrIstINA KLANeA evANs
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tHu 10/29
Mike Droho
6 PM @ Grape Escape

FrI 10/30
Al Ronek
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Morbid Muse Gala: 
The Struggle, Emple, Mister 
Whiskers, Hoax, Pagliaro
7 PM @ Smokestack

Tess & Ken
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

The Unincorporated
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Boogie Monster
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAt 10/31
Taste Like Chicken @ 2 PM
Rock Steady @ 8 PM
Spirits, Days Inn

Massey Road
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar & Grill

Dan Peart
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Kampfi re Kings
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Mr. Ed
2 PM @ Highway 20 
Brewing Co., Elizabeth

Steve Kalmes
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Joie Wails Acoustic
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Mark Zalaznik
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

The Lonely Goats
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Jimmy & The Tonky Honkers
7 PM @ Iron Horse 
Social Club, Savanna

Drag Show: Halloweens A Drag
8 & 10 PM @ The Driftless

The Element
8 PM @ Southend Tap

The HELLoween Circus: 
Six Shots ‘til Midnight
8 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Halloween Double Party: 
Space Burial, A Few Blind 
Mice, DJ Papi
9 PM @ Smokestack

RatchetJaw
9 PM @ Downtown Billiards

suN 11/1
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Johnnie Walker
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Jimmy & The Tonky Honkers
2 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

Joie Wails Acoustic
2:30 PM @ The Barn, 
St. Donatus

John Moran
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Jimmy Welty Band
3 PM @ The County Line, 
Zwingle

WeD 11/4
Kristina Castañeda & Shawn Healy
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Bob & Angie’s 
Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ Smokestack

tHu 11/5
Corey Jenny
6 PM @ Grape Escape

FrI 11/6
Steve Cavenaugh & 
Randy Droessler
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Yellow Brick Road
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Matt Meyer
7 PM @ Grape Escape

135 Live!: Blu Flame
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

The Resistors
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAt 11/7
Matt Meyer
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

A Few Blind Mice
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Bryan Popp
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

GIB
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Boogie Monster
8 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Joie Wails Acoustic
8:30 PM @ The Grove Bar & Grill

Danny Parker Project
10 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

suN 11/8
Casey Klein
11 AM @ Sundown

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Scott Waterhouse
2 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Massey Wharf

Beau Timmerman
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

niGHtLiFE
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niGHtliFE COVID-19 NOTICE: CONTACT THE VENUE TO MAKE SURE THE EVENT IS STILL SCHEDULED

Roy Schoredl & David Minnihan
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

WeD 11/11
Shekina King
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Bob & Angie’s 
Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ Smokestack

tHu 11/12
Medicinal Purposes
6 PM @ Grape Escape

FrI 11/13
Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Kevin Malloy
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Justin Morrissey
7 PM @ Grape Escape

135 Live!: The Struggle
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Steve Cavanaugh & 
Randy Droessler
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAt 11/14
Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar & Grill

Darin Shireman
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Tony Walker
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

The Element
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Nate Jenkins
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Kara Gordon
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Joie Wails Acoustic
7 PM @ Twisted Vines, Potosi

Three Quarter Buzz
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Kristina Castañeda
10 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

suN 11/15
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Johnnie Walker
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Al Ronek
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

WeD 11/18
Bob & Angie’s 
Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ Smokestack

tHu 11/19
Kristina Castañeda & 
Shawn Healy
6 PM @ Grape Escape

FrI 11/20
Nash Bash Weekend
Asher Cataldo @ 3:30 PM
Bryce & Dayton @ 7 PM
Dimensional Brewing Co.

Hoff mann, Troy, & Flowers
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Gypsy & Resident
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Nouveau Party: Ky & Ty
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Becky McMahon
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAt 11/21
Nash Bash Weekend
Manny Alexander @ 1:30 PM
Bryce & Dayton @ 5 PM
Dimensional Brewing Co.

Darin Shireman
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Masked Caroler Singers
3 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts Center

Theresa Rosetta
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Jake Bender
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Taste Like Chicken
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Joie Wails Acoustic
10 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

suN 11/22
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Nash Bash Weekend
Nash Bash Band
2 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

WeD 11/25
Beau Timmerman
6 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Bob & Angie’s 
Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ Smokestack

‘80s Party: 
Crystal Leather Acoustic
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Danny Parker Project
7 PM @ Grape Escape

FrI 11/27
Secrets
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Laura McDonald & 
Marcus DeJesus
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Mark Zalaznik
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen & Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sAt 11/28
Massey Road
2 PM @ Burkey’s Bar & Grill

Darin Shireman
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Jimmy Nick & Don’t Tell Mama
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

Al Ronek
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

A Few Blind Mice
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Jake Bender
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing Co.

Danny Parker Project
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Joie Wails Acoustic
8 PM @ Southend Tap

Laura McDonald & Jeff  Weydert
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Elizabeth Moen
8:30 PM @ Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar

Etheridge Netz
10 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

suN 11/29
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Johnnie Walker
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

WeD 12/2
Bob & Angie’s 
Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ Smokestack

FrI 12/4
Roy Schroedl
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 
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MILK HOUSE
A NeW OLD tHING IN 
tHe NeIGHbOrHOOD
BY SUNIL MALAPATI

the neighborhood bakery. In these times 
of uncertainty, the term connotes an old-
fashioned sense of stability. We are used 
to having eateries in the bustling parts of 
the town, not right in the middle of a res-
idential district. but then, south Grand-
view Avenue is a weird residential street 
that also serves as a major thoroughfare 
above the hill, and as a popular street for 
walkers, joggers, and bicyclists. there 
is plenty of foot traffic in addition to 
regular traffic, and the corner of south 
Grandview and bryant street with bry-
ant elementary school nearby is a won-
derful spot for a neighborhood bakery.

milk House Artisan bakery, baked 
Goods & catering. that is quite a mouth-
ful and seems to suggest a multitude 
of entities. but neighborhood bakeries 
have always had a multiple purposes: 
a quick place to stop by and get some 
coffee and baked goods, sit around for 
a semi-leisurely brunch or lunch, take 
some goodies home for later in the day 
or even week. the current owners of milk 
House, Ali Fuller and her husband, seem 
quite aware of this. As you enter the cozy 
place, there is a glass counter display-
ing many baked goodies: inviting pecan 
rolls, large muffins that look straight 
out of a storybook, breads, and english 
muffins. the walls are adorned with 
old-timey pictures and posters, reviving 
a bygone era and suggesting the rich 
history of south Grandview Avenue and 
its prominence in Dubuque lore. there 
is limited seating inside, but they have 
expanded outdoor seating with lovely 
wooden benches and artificial turf. I know 
the weather is turning colder, but we 

may still get a warm day or two to enjoy 
the outdoor seating and people watch.

As befits a modern bakery, it also 
serves as a coffee house. there is drip 
coffee to serve yourself and a variety of 
lattes and cappuccinos. Local company 
verena street provides a couple of their 
signature coffees, and milk House serves 
its own breakfast blend that is a good 
blend of light and medium roasts. I 
found it to be well balanced for any time 
of the day. the latte I ordered on another 
day had the right ratio of frothed milk 
and cappuccino, though not as hot as I 
would have liked. the location is great 
to pick up a caffeinated hot drink on 
your way to work, though I wished they 
opened earlier in the day than 7:30 a.m.!

milk House offers a wide range of 
breakfast items throughout the day. 
there are a variety of breakfast sand-
wiches, a slice of quiche, a bowl of gra-
nola, parfaits, etc. they also offer weekly 
or weekend specials. I had one of their 
weekend breakfast bowls, and I did not 
need any lunch that day! scrambled eggs 
that were soft and pillowy, hearty sau-
sage, onions and green peppers, melted 
cheddar cheese, and queso all over 
some beautifully browned crispy skillet 
potatoes (I skipped the bacon, which 
was part of the special). there was a 
good balance of textures and tastes, with 
the right amount of queso and cheese 
to bring them all together. I did takeout 
and was pleased to see the crispness of 
potatoes last until I got them home.

the lunch sandwiches come with fries 
or a side salad—you can also get a cup of 
soup. the grilled cheese sandwich and 

LOADeD breAKFAst bOWL

CoLumnists
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tomato basil soup sounded inviting on a 
cold weekday afternoon and it delivered. 
the tomato soup looked unusual with 
a marinara like texture and a dollop of 
walnut basil pesto on top. the tomato 
soup tasted like home—I can find no 
better way to describe it. I have had 
many tomato soups, from farms with 
tomatoes fresh off the field to fancy 
restaurants with roasted tomatoes and 
oodles of cream. the milk House version 
looked simple, yet carried in it a depth of 
flavor reminiscent of a long simmering 
pot of soup in Grandmother’s kitchen. 
the pesto added the right amount of 
nutty texture, the oil providing richness. 

the Grandview Gobbler is a turkey 
sandwich on multigrain bread with 
melted cheese, walnut pesto and cran-
berry chutney. I liked the taste profile 
of the sandwich though it landed just 
a tad dry (maybe some greens would 
have helped). the fries on the side were 
cut like steak fries, and the insides were 
soft and cooked through while the 
outsides were crispy. I appreciate an 
eatery that knows how to do fries right.

milk House offers a variety of goods 
to take home. In addition to the baked 
goods, they also have a large selection of 
take home meals. they are family sized, 
and should be good for a family of four. 
I did not get to try them as they would 
be too much for a single person, but the 

tomato soup did sound very inviting. the 
pulled pork that forms the mainstay of 
one of their lunch sandwiches can also 
be ordered in bulk, and I hear it is quite 
popular. the meals they offer are listed 
on a board and presumably change 
every week. You can also order online.

I did take some english muffins home. 
they are breadier than I expected. A 
classic english muffin has those lovely 
nooks and crannies, pockets of air that 
you can fill with butter or syrup. I suspect 
the milk House ones were made in the 
oven and not on a hot stove-top where 
the rising steam makes those pockets. 
Dusted with cornmeal, they made a great 
base for home-made avocado toast. (If 
you are taking baked goods home, I have 
suggestions for storage and prepara-
tion. If you are eating them within a 
day or two, leave them outside and do 
not put them in the refrigerator. breads 
stale faster in the refrigerator than at 
room temperature. If you do store them 
cold for longer periods, warm them in a 
toaster oven or an air fryer like I do. using 
a microwave makes the texture rub-
bery and chewy in an unpleasant way.)

It is good to see neighbor-
hood businesses crop up along the 
Grandview thoroughfare. milk House 
offers a bit of everything and hope-
fully will continue to thrive, helping 
the community along the way. n

MILK HOUSE ARTISAN EATERY, BAKED GOODS & CATERING
620 S GRANDVIEW AVE, DUBUQUE, IA
563-587-9392
MILKHOUSEDBQ.COM
Hours: tue–Fri: 7:30 Am–1:30 Pm; sat–sun: 8 Am–1:30 Pm

Columnists 

SUNIL MALAPATI
suNIL Is NerDY AbOut ALL tHINGs FOOD, scIeNce, FOOD scIeNce AND 

tHeAtre. He WILL GLADLY ANsWer YOur QuestIONs (As WeLL As bOre 

YOu WItH FOOD LOre) IF YOu emAIL HIm At DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

GrANDvIeW GObbLer
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Columnists 

MATT BOOTH
tO FIND Out HOW mAtt cAN HeLP YOur 

GrOuP ImPrOve tHeIr AttItuDes IN A 

NeGAtIve WOrLD, cALL 563-590-9693
Or emAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“MATT IS ARTICULATE, ENGAGING, FLEXIBLE, AND 

JUST A GREAT GUY! I HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR 

ANY AUDIENCE, IN PERSON OR VIRTUALLY, AND I 

GUARANTEE HEARING THIS MESSAGE WILL INCREASE 

THE MORALE OF YOUR TEAM.” —JENNIFER L. MURPHY, 

SR. DIRECTOR COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS, NORTH 

AMERICA WEST, THERMO FISHER SCIENTIFIC

LISTEN TO UNDERSTAND
BY MATT BOOTH

research shows that only about 10 percent of us listen 
eff ectively. We are so distracted by the dings, tweets, 
and our ever-growing to-do lists, that we struggle to 
focus and listen when people talk to us. When we are 
not distracted by technology, our own thoughts can 
keep us from listening to another person. We often think 
that we are listening but we’re actually just consider-
ing how to jump in, off er advice, or make judgments. 
the single biggest problem with communication 
today is most people listen to reply; not understand. 

If you’re thinking about what you want to say instead 
of hearing what the other person is saying, you aren’t 
really listening to understand. Instead of thinking about 
what you want to say while the other person is talking, 
really listen to them. Pay attention. When someone is 
talking to you, look at them. Notice their eye contact 
and body language. take in their tone of voice as well 
as what they are saying. really listen. Listening to 
understand is a process, but it’s well worth it because 
people around you will feel more supported. Here are 
four simple strategies to help you listen to understand.
• Interrupt. the best way to make someone feel like 

they are not being heard is to interrupt or talk on 
top of them. Listen fully and wait until they are 
done to ask questions or add your thoughts.

• repeat. Don’t just say what you were planning to 
say. show that you have heard what they said by 

repeating back to them a summary of what you heard 
when appropriate before adding your own opinions.

• Judgement. try to withhold personal thoughts and feel-
ings unless they are requested. unless they specifi cally 
ask for advice, don’t give it. some people really just want 
to be heard; they don’t want you to try to fi x things. 

Adults often listen to young children much more 
carefully than to other adults. We expect children to 
have trouble expressing themselves, so we give them 
the time they need; we hear them out. What’s more, we 
really try to understand how they are feeling, not just 
what they’re thinking. When we interrupt, it’s usually to 
help the youngster express themself, not to change the 
subject or control the direction of the conversation.

Listening to understand improves your relationships 
by promoting trust, reducing confl ict, and increasing your 
ability to motivate and inspire those with whom you’re 
communicating. Listening to people’s stories, along with 
sharing our own, can prompt us to put our attention into 
another person’s world, which cultivates connection. stop 
listening to reply and start listening to understand! n

“Revise your attitude and you can revise your life!” 
—Matt Booth

HOW TO 
BUY A BOOK
BY PAM KRESS-DUNN

It’s coming on christmas, and my thoughts are turning to books, 
the best gifts to send during lockdown. I’m also dreaming of fudge 
and stockings and carols, but the holidays are going to be diff erent 
this year. You know this—unless you believe it’s safe to gather the 
way we always have, as if santa can banish cOvID-19. sorry, no. 

I’m sad, of course, to miss hosting thanksgiving for my 
small but far-fl ung clan or visiting them at christmas. I love 
serving a picture-perfect roast beast and buttermilk pan-
cakes for breakfast the day after. I adore having my grand-
daughters running upstairs and down, pounding Grandpa’s 
piano with glee. I love holding them close to read aloud the 
books still on our shelves from their daddy’s childhood. 

but there are other ways to get books to them. every other 
week, I write Jane and vera a letter announcing the next install-
ment of Grandma’s book club, shipping off  the two promised 
books, soon after. building suspense is half the fun, like promis-
ing books about terrible insects and rodents from the hilarious 
(yet educational) Disgusting Critters series, which I discovered 
at river Lights bookstore on Dubuque’s main street. I’m also 
fulfi lling my baby shower gift I made fi ve years ago, vowing to 
supply every picture book awarded a caldecott medal since 1938. 

I want to read every one of them before sending, and the 
only way to do that is to buy local. sure, I can read a sum-
mary and random reviews online. but I want to know if 
there’s a scary part on page 14, or a wonderful character 

who might remind them of my mom, the great-grandma they 
never met. How can I tell that from a marketing blurb? 

Here’s the thing about independent bookstores. (there are 
many things, but this is one of the best.) If you spot an intriguing 
book you don’t know much about, there’s an excellent chance 
someone working there has read it from cover to cover. that’s 
priceless. they know which books have been chosen by area 
book clubs; at river Lights, those are featured in a special nook, 
discounted for everyone. they also discount the American book-
seller’s Association current bestsellers by a generous 30 percent. I 
love the New York Times, but the AbA’s list is better (but hey, you 
can buy the Times at river Lights). Join their readers’ rewards 
club and you’ll get a fi ve percent rebate on every book you buy. 

the people working at indie bookstores aren’t franchisees, just 
working for a paycheck. theirs is a labor of love. they arrange the 
books just so, encouraging fruitful browsing. they host readings by 
local authors. they put together special evenings to celebrate new 
releases. For years, they’ve heralded Louise Penny’s latest mystery 
(count me as a fan) with wine and chocolate to honor chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache and his friends at the fi ctional three Pines 
village in Quebec. even during lockdown, readers received a bag 
of goodies, including a tiny bottle of wine, with her new release. 

I confess, I have ordered more than my share of books from 
Amazon. It’s easy, it’s fast, and it’s always discounted. Knowing 
what I do about the plight of independent bookstores during 
the time of cOvID-19, I feel more than a little ashamed of my 
collection of unrecyclable bubble mailers. I’ve been lazy, and 
cheap, and afraid to go out as much as I used to. but they off er 
curbside service and will send your gift books to family and 
friends for a nominal fee. the Post Offi  ce has a ridiculously low 
rate for what they call “media mail”—books, recordings, and the 
like. It takes a few days longer than Priority mail to get there, 
and you are not allowed to include anything extra, not even a 

card or a note. that’s why I send the teaser to my grandtwins 
fi rst. It’s more fun that, way, too, since they get a letter just for 
them in the mail, and the promise of a package to follow. 

If you want to read the book before you send it, no one 
at the store will stop you. You won’t fi nd one of those mean 
“this is not a library” signs. I mean, look at all the chairs! Look 
at that big table in the back! What do you think they’re for?

there is only one instance when I have to order books 
from Amazon. I have a pen pal imprisoned in West vir-
ginia, a woman who loves to read. While I can send 
her a single crossword or coloring page, books have to 
come directly to her from Amazon. that’s the rule. 

I won’t tell you how to read a book or choose a book, although 
as a longtime librarian with a passel of writing-related degrees 
to my name, feel free to ask! I just want you to buy your books 
at a place that will ensure bookstores will survive the pandemic 
and beyond. Independents were coming back after the last 
recession, but this setback has caused the closure of far too 
many. (read more at Indiebound.org—as they put it, “If you 
want Amazon to be the world’s only retailer, keep shopping 
there.”) most of my favorite places to visit are graced by an 
independent bookstore—Apostle Island booksellers in bayfi eld, 
book People in Austin, the Next chapter in Omaha. books are 
amazing, bringing drama, fantasy, fact, history, and wonder to 
life. they make the best gifts. Where you buy them matters. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PAm beLIeves tHAt IF sHe DOesN’t WrIte AbOut 

It, It DIDN’t HAPPeN. YOu cAN reAD ALL 300+ 

OF Her PAst cOLumNs, PLus OtHer rANDOm 

POsts, ON Her bLOG At SIEGEOFWORDS.COM. 
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DON’T I KNOW YOU?
BY BOB GELMS

the decision was almost instantaneous. I did think 
about it for 5 or 10 seconds. I thought it formed a 
full circle, just as Arthur conan-Doyle planned. In the 
last issue of 365ink I wrote about the Final Problem 
which appears in the Holmes collection The Memoirs of 
Sherlock Holmes. In this issue I am writing about The 
Adventure of the Empty House, a story in the collec-
tion of Holmes stories called Sherlock Holmes Returns.

As our story opens, it has been three years since 
sherlock Holmes and Professor moriarty had their 
denouement atop reichenbach Falls in switzerland. 
Nearly everyone thinks Holmes is dead, and mori-
arty is still running a criminal enterprise. therein 
lies the mystery. No one has seen either Holmes or 
moriarty since that fateful day. the game used to 
be afoot, but now it seems to be a broken mirror.

there was a baffling murder in London where 
a mister ronald Adair was shot in the back of the 
head in a room locked from the inside. Adair was 
well liked and had not an enemy in the world. 
He enjoyed playing cards, especially whist.

He and his partner, colonel sebastian moran, 
had together lately won £420, a good chunk of 
cash in the 1890s. All of the rules of whist might 
not have been rigorously followed, but Adair turns 
up dead and the card game was forgotten. 

Dr. Watson had kept his hand, or should I say foot, in 
the crime game. He visits the Adair crime scene where 
he sees a troop of especially odd looking coppers and 
one lone detective. Later in the day Watson literally 
runs into an old man who was carrying an armload of 
books. Watson helps the surly and discourteous man 
pick up the books. Later that evening, Watson is at 
home and the old man shows up to apologize for his 
callousness. When Watson isn’t looking the man pulls 
off his disguise and transforms into sherlock Holmes. 
Watson turns around, sees a dead man smiling at 
him, and promptly faints for the only time in his life. 

Holmes was compelled to return to London 
from France where he had read about the mys-
terious death of mr. Adair. Not employing any 
disguise and returning to 221b baker st, he pre-
sented himself to his former housekeeper, mrs. 
Hudson. she fell into violent hysterics. 

Holmes was on the hunt for col. moran and 
his criminal gang. It seems moran was num-
ber two in moriarty’s gang. they knew that 
Holmes was alive and moriarty was not and they 
wanted revenge. but Holmes had a plan. 

the plan involved the empty house directly across 
from 221 baker st. I highly recommend you read about 
it. If it’s possible, Holmes has out done himself. 

After conan-Doyle 
published the Final Prob-
lem. there was weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. the 
hue and cry was relent-
less. Arthur conan-Doyle 
attempted to rid himself of 
sherlock Holmes. No one 
paid any attention to his 
other serious literary work. 
All he heard was, “Give us Holmes, Give us Holmes.” 

It took three years but finally he gave the clam-
oring public The Hound of the Baskervilles. It was, 
however, not what the baker street Irregulars 
wanted. Baskervilles was from earlier in sherlock 
Holmes career, set before The Final Problem. 

so, mr. Arthur conan-Doyle put quill to paper 
and came up with The Adventure of the Empty 
House. In addition, he included 12 more adven-
tures never before published. He probably could 
have been elected King of england which would 
have been a neat trick for an Irishman. 

Long live sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, mrs. 
Hudson, Detective Inspector Gregory Lestrade, 
and mycroft Holmes. And I cannot finish without 
also including the baker street Irregulars. n

Columnists 

SWEET POTATO—YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND 
BY HY-VEE NUTRITIONISTS MEGAN HORSTMAN (ASBURY) AND AMY CORDINGLEY (LOCUST)

the sweet potato is one of the most versatile veg-
gies in the produce department. At only 160 calories 
per spud, sweet potatoes are the perfect addition to 
everything from savory entrées to delicious des-
serts. Here are the top 10 reasons why this veg-
etable is about to become your new best friend. 
• vitamin A: Key nutrient for eye health, 

skin and immune system.
• vitamin c: Helps boost the immune system 

and helps provide healthy, glowing skin.
• Fiber: Helps with digestion and gut health.
• Lower impact on blood sugar than 

other starchy vegetables.
• Iron: supports red blood cells, which 

carry oxygen throughout the body.
• beta-carotene: Great for your immune system.
• calcium: boosts your bone health.
• Potassium: Helps control blood pressure.
• cancer fighting nutrients: may 

help slow tumor growth.
• Always in season.

sweet potatoes are so good for you, it’s per-
fectly fine to eat one a day! they are gluten-free, 
low-sodium, low-fat, no cholesterol, and loaded 
with valuable fiber, vitamins, and minerals. Go to 
hy-vee.com for delicious recipe ideas and be proud 
to call these healthy spuds your new buds! try this 
simple recipe for roasted sweet potatoes. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

ROASTED ALMOND SWEET POTATOES
MAKES 6 SERVINGS

INGREDIENTS
• 4 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into 1-inch-thick cubes
• 3 tbsp Hy-Vee Select olive oil
• 4 large garlic cloves, minced
• ⅓ cup fresh thyme leaves, plus 6 thyme sprigs for garnish
• ½ tsp kosher salt, optional
• ½ cup slivered California almonds

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
2. In a large mixing bowl, combine cubed sweet potatoes, olive oil, 

garlic, thyme, and salt, if desired, and toss. Arrange potato slices 
into a single layer on a heavyweight rimmed baking sheet or in 
a 9-by-13-inch baking sheet. Place on the top rack of the oven 
and roast until tender and slightly browned, about 40 minutes.

3. On another baking sheet, spread out the slivered almonds 
in a single layer. Place in the oven and toast just until 
they become aromatic, about 8 minutes. Remove from 
oven and remove from baking sheet to allow to cool.

4. To serve, place roasted sweet potato mixture in a serv-
ing bowl. Top with toasted almonds and serve.

Recipe adapted from Almond Board of California
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FINDING JOY 
IN YOUR NEW 
(HOME) OFFICE
Lately more and more people are 
working from home. Hands up from my 
fellow parents who agree--navigating a 
daunting home life where we’re juggling 
the 9-to-5, kids, and teaching can be 
exhausting. We owe it to ourselves to cre-
ate ways within our spaces to maximize 
productivity, ignite creativity and (hope-
fully) have a little fun. Who’s with me?!

JOYFUL SPACE TIP #1: 
START PAINTING
Let’s get started on your space. One 
of the most effective ways to dra-
matically change the mood of any 
space is to change the colors. Your 
choice of home office paint col-
ors can have a huge impact on how 
you get stuff done and get those 
ideas you (and your team) need? 

COLOR: THINK NEUTRAL
my favorite non-distracting colors 
include neutrals, blues, and greens. 
research suggests that green is effec-
tive for concentration so consider 
benjamin moore’s Guilford Green 
Hc-116 or High Park 467. benjamin 
moore favorites for light blues for 
home offices include blue Danube 
2062-30 and Woodlawn blue Hc-146. 

ACCENT WALLS AND LIGHTING
Accent walls and wainscotting can 
also provide a nice pop of creativ-
ity for your space. brighter, more 
energizing colors I love include touch 
of Pink 2008-70, banana Yellow 
2022-40 and surf blue 2056-30. 

Lighting also plays a huge role in how 
your space feels. balance task and ambi-
ent lighting with appealing light temper-
atures so your office feels comfortable. 

SHEEN
Don’t forget the impact of sheen on 
a room. For office spaces a matte or 
eggshell finish will look best because it 
reduces glare. For furniture, cabinets, 

or desks consider a gloss or high-
gloss finish to create a nice contrast. 

JOYFUL SPACE TIP #2: 
START PLANTING
this year has a way of sucking the life 
out of a lot of things, so one way to 
combat that is to bring some life into 
your space (literally). Plants may be 
the missing link separating you from 
productivity and joy in your workspace. 

Where to start? Instead of picking 
just any green plant, consider things 
that are easy to care for and maintain. 
consider a low maintenance snake plant, 
philodendron, african violet or succulent. 
All have low water and light require-
ments and are perfect for beginners.

JOYFUL SPACE TIP #3:  
KEEP SPACE FOR 
BRAINSTORMING
You never know when inspiration will 
come, so make sure you have a space to jot 
down your ideas. this could be as simple as 
a pin up board, white board or coating one 
of your walls in chalkboard paint. Whatever 
your route, leave space for these outlets. 

JOYFUL SPACE TIP #4: 
HAVE SOME FUN
this is one I feel is the most important. 
While setting expectations with your fam-
ily is important for working from home, 
it’s important to be realistic. create spaces 
where kids can work, engage in learning, 
or watch a movie alongside you. create a 
book nook close by. Have engaging toys 
like Dimpl from Fat brain toys near by for 
littles. Keep a Dammit Doll in your drawer 
for when you need to vent some frustration 
(we sell these in our Flower shoppe). make 
a habit of taking moments to stretch or do 
yoga with the kids. create a gallery wall of 
your kids’ artwork. Whatever fun looks like 
for you and your family, leave space for it. 

more ideas? searching for more 
inspiration? talk to one of our 
friendly associates today. n



Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

Tom Rauen en-route to winning the Mines of Spain 100 Mile run. Yes, you read that right, 100 Miles.Photo by Mile 90 Photography.

 The Hempstead Mustangs end the 

regular season qualifying for the
 

Class 4A playoffs in the state of 
Iowa. Way to go, guys!

Dimensional Brewing Company has 
released this mighty new brew and 

we must say, we approve. 

The Louis Arriandeaux log cabin (1827), 
Iowa’s oldest building, gets some 

much-needed restoration, located at 
the Ham House historic site since 1915.

All-time Hawkeye leading yards and touchowns receiver, Marvin McNutt, was in town to celebrate the opening of Gary Dolphin’s Iron Bar in the historic Millwork District. Get a selfi e in the “press box”

Mural artist Luis Valle’s most impactful addition to the Dubuque art landscape was this tribute to the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg. #RIPRBG

The long-time Butt’s Florist 

building at the intersection of 

Asbury and University comes 

down in preparation for a new 

roundabout coming soon to the 

busy mid-town traffi c spot.

Some political yard signs are 

better than others. Who can 
argue with this logic along 

Grandview Ave.? Apparently, 
plenty of people. : (

Luis Valle made a big 
impression on Dubuque this 
October with two amazing 
murals in a brief time 

including this winged beauty!

Submit your photo by using 

Dubuque celebrates Indigenous Peoples’ Day with a ceremony in Washington Park. Nationally, the holiday is quickly replacing a questionable Columbus Day.

Some political yard signs are 
These Christmas heroes 

volunteered to assem
ble new 

bicycles for Toys For 
Tots serving 

the tri-state area. Lot
s of happy 

kids, coming right up...



PuZZLe ANsWers ON PAGe 34

PUZZLE PAGE

#1

#2



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #374 OctOber 29–NOvember 23, 2020 365INK MAGAZINE cOLumNIsts  33

Columnists 

WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?
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GeNerAL bOb Is At DubuQue veterANs memOrIAL PLAZA

BEST OF BREED

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #1 CONCEPTIS SUDOKU #2

AWOL

DEAR GWEN,
I want to get my fi rst tattoo. I’ve drawn 
iterations of the same image over and over 
for about 10 years, and I think I’m fi nally 
going through with it. My concern is whether 
or not it’s signifi cant enough to put on my 
body forever. You have tattoos, how did you 
decide what was important enough to make 
permanent?
—Yours, Hesitant on Hillcrest

DEAR HESITANT ON HILLCREST,
Which tattoos of mine seem meaningful? Is 
it the portrait of Arn Anderson and his hairy 
chest on my thigh? The peach emoji on my butt 
cheek? The grim reaper saying, “Whatever?” 
The actual scribble that covers my elbow? The 
cicada, the beetle, the moth, the dead bird? 
The fl orals? Herman Munster? The gravestone 
that reads, “I feel great?” Nah, man, half of 

these are jokes, and half of them are pretty, 
and both of those reasons are good enough.

You’ll never get attached to the idea of a single 
image so strongly that it’ll continue to defi ne 
you for the entirety of your existence. But if 
those guys who tattooed the Nike swoosh 
on their foreheads or got a Walmart tramp 
stamp can commit for the corporate cash, 
so can you. Not to get all 7th Grade Assembly 
Motivational Speaker on you, but everything 
is temporary. One thing I like to think about 
is how my body will be very easy to identify 
if I get murdered! They can show my friends 
my hand real quick and they’ll be like, “Yep!”

I understand romanticizing your life and all 
that, but nothing ever has to mean anything. 
There’s real freedom in that. For example, 
yesterday I decided to name my fi rstborn after 

a muscle-y guy who works at Staples. And 
when my kid grows up and asks, “Mommy, who 
was I named after?” I’ll say, “The muscle-y guy 
from Staples.” And they’ll say, “How did you 
decide that?” And I’ll say, “I was having back 
pain from sitting on a kitchen chair all day for 
work because we were living through a global 
pandemic and I had to improvise, so after 8 
months, I bought an offi  ce chair at Staples, 
and then I went to Target to buy a probiotic 
and I realized I was going to name you after 
the guy with big muscles from Staples.”

My tattoos are important because of the people 
who have made them for me. When I look at 
my tattoos, I think of Nikki and Ali and Josh and 
Alec and the faces of all the rest of the people 
who have taken the time to make something 
just for me, something personal. Same with my 
piercings, with my hair. I think of Lauren, I think 
of Bridget. And maybe this paragraph is a bit 
too sincere for this advice column, but let’s be 
honest, what’s funny anymore?
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
I gave my friend a backpack for school and I 
noticed she’s not using it. I mentioned it to her, 

and all she said was, “Oh yeah, I found a bigger 
one online.” If she doesn’t want to use it, I want 
to use it. When I gave it to her, it was because 
she said she couldn’t fi nd one she liked, so I got 
her one as a surprise. Can I ask for the backpack 
back?
—Sincerely, Backpack Takebacks

DEAR BACKPACK TAKEBACKS,
Here’s how gifts work: If you give someone a 
gift, they can literally light it on fi re and wave it 
around in the air above their head and you still 
can’t get mad because once you give it to them, 
it’s theirs. Maybe they needed a fi ery backpack 
to swing around like a kettlebell. You never 
know. This has been How Gifts Work.
—xoxo Gwen

GWEN BEATTY
GWeN beAttY Is A sOrOrItY DrOPOut 

AND crYbAbY, reADY AND WILLING 

tO bOss YOu ArOuND. IF YOu WANt 

tO teLL Her sHe’s PrettY, emAIL 

GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w
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ARIES
(MAR 21–APR 19)

Saying that you never have 
to pay for your drugs does not make 
you a fi nesser. If you are a male it makes 
you a thief, and if you’re a female, then 
that is borderline prostitution.

TAURUS
(APR 20–MAY 20)

Your sign is a bull but you do not 
have to keep chasing after red fl ags. Try ignor-
ing the red fl ags and chase green fl ags instead.

GEMINI
(MAY 21–JUNE 20)

You can never completely cut 
somebody off . You will have them blocked on 
Facebook but still follow them on Snapchat. 
You will completely ignore someone out in pub-
lic but then drunk text them at two in the morn-
ing. It is very clear that one side of you is toxic.

CANCER
(JUNE 21–JULY 22)

According to the stars, your 
crush will notice you and that selfi e you end 
up posting on your Snapchat story will be 
super cute, but don’t expect your crush to 
see it before the 24 hours is up. They will 
be likely to see your drunk rant though.

LEO
(JULY 23–AUG 22)

You give great advice and have a 
powerful energy to be around. You seem to be 
a great role model for others but not yourself. 
Don’t talk about how Jesus died for our sins 
one day then smoke weed while drinking Gin 
and Juice the next. Practice what you preach.

VIRGO
(AUG 23–SEP 22)

You put the “pro” in procras-
tination, and the reason why you keep 
doing it is because you always meet the 
deadline. Besides, what would you do 
tomorrow if you get it done today?

LIBRA
(SEP 23–OCT 22)

There is a thin line between 
being fl irtatious and being a sexual 
predator. Eying somebody you like from 

across the bar is one thing, but staring 
at them too long is premeditated sex.

SCORPIO
(OCT 23–NOV 21)

Never attempt to run a business with 
other Scorpios. All this will consist of is sex, drugs, 
lies, and money going missing. Scorpios are fun to 
be around, but business and pleasure do not mix. 

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 22–DEC 21)

You’d do anything just to be able 
to tell yourself that you are totally free. Like, 
you’ve actually done some really screwed 
up crap just to be able to know that nothing 
can hold you back. There’s a warrant for your 
arrest that you don’t even know about.

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22–JAN 19)

You are disciplined, ordered, 
and in control, and that’s why people don’t 
like you. You even told a lot of Sagittarius 
that their dreams are stupid in order to let 
them know how in control you are.

AQUARIUS
(JAN 20–FEB 18)

You are the natural leader of the 
pack. You are the innovator. You can do anything. 
You also don’t understand when someone is 
being sarcastic or facetious just to make you feel 
better about yourself. That’s why you’re special.

PISCES
(FEB 19–MAR 20)

You walk into every room full of 
energy with the expectations that everyone 
will be happy to see you, but you get treated 
like Steve Urkel and asked to leave. You’re not 
annoying; you just surround yourself with neg-
ative people. Then again, those suspenders...

STEPHENMOUSE
stePHeNmOuse Is A curreNt cOLLeGe 

stuDeNt At tHe uNIversItY OF 

DubuQue & A sINGLe FAtHer sO He 

HAs LOts OF tIme ON HIs HANDs. IF YOu 

LOve HIs cONteNt PLeAse FOLLOW 

HIm ON FAcebOOK @stePHeNmOuse 

MOUSEHARRISON@ICLOUD.COM
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