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Do I want to turn over this murder hornet’s nest?
Do you know what an Anachronism 

is? How about Presentism?
An anachronism is a chronological inconsistency 

in some arrangement, especially a juxtaposition 
of persons, events, objects, or customs from 
different periods. The most common type of 
anachronism is an object misplaced in time, 
but it can also concern a philosophical idea or 
custom associated with a particular period that 
is placed outside its proper time period.

Presentism is the anachronistic introduction 
of present-day ideas and perspectives into 
depictions or interpretations of the past. 
This can form a cultural bias and a distorted 
understanding of their subject matter, creating a 
common fallacy when writing about the past.

Got it, thanks for the lecture professor 
egg head. What’s the point?

Well, I don’t know if you’ve come out of your 
COVID-19 bunker lately, but there are a lot of very 
angry people out there in the wake of the George 
Floyd killing, and rightfully so. Across the country 
and even the globe, protests are taking place for 
justice, for police reform, and for finally doing 
away with racist and bigoted symbols of the past. 
Symbols that are anachronistic to our society today. 

Mississippi finally voted to remove the 
confederate flag from their state flag’s design. 
Across the country, organizations and government 
bodies are finally admitting that the stars and bars, 
which is directly linked to a treasonous uprising 
against the United States to preserve slavery, 
has to end its public presence in our lives. Even 
NASCAR said “no more!” NASCAR. Yes, NASCAR.

Statues of Southern war heroes are coming 
down. Buildings are being re-named and 
monuments that serve to glorify those people are 
being… addressed. Indeed, since the Civil War 
ended, that symbol has remained and entrenched 
itself as a symbol of “heritage.” But that heritage 
is one with a terrible past and the ugly scar of 
human enslavement. As much as one wants to 
cling to it as some form of Southern wistful history, 
it is a daily reminder to those whose history rests 
on the other side of that symbol. It’s a slap in the 
face. And if we are all honest in our hearts, most 
people who fly that flag know that’s what it means 
to Black Americans and are sadly okay with that.

But as emotions run high, there are always 
people who want to take it too far or lose sight 
of the prize. Suddenly they are calling for statues 
of Lincoln to come down or Mount Rushmore to 
be blown up and most Americans are not okay 
with that notion. And it’s not just the left. When 
conservatives protest (for whatever lame reason 
they have to protest), there are always a-holes 
who show up with Nazi flags and want to bring 
back segregation and stuff, thereby ruining any 
reasonable message you are trying to get across. 
We have to filter the extremes and find the message 
in the madness. It’s time to fix mistakes of the past. 
It’s not time to erase the past. A statue celebrating 
Robert E. Lee in Richmond,VA does not need to be 

there. He led a mutinous army against his former 
country and lost. Sorry, Bob. Conversely, hundreds 
of monuments across the battlefield of Gettysburg 
do belong there. Because they are part of a greater 
museum complex that teaches an understanding of 
what happened there, why it happened and what 
it means. Like Auschwitz, it remains so we never 
forget. But notice that there are not ALSO statues 
of leading figures of the Nazi party scattered over 
Germany for obvious reasons. The reason they were 
allowed in the first place in America was to help with 
the healing process of re-joining a divided nation. 
Well, we’re over it now. Take off the band-aid.

This week, people are digging deep and 
finding the personal faults of Lincoln and 
Grant, of Washington, and Jefferson, calling 
for their uprooting from the American heroic 
pedestal. But to judge the actions, thoughts 
and beliefs of these other men using a 2020 
barometer of right and wrong is not at all fair. 

Presentism is why we grew up thinking Lincoln 
loved the slaves and wanted to free them. It made us 
feel better to paint him in such a light of compassion. 
That’s not actually how or why it happened, but 
it did happen and he did do it. Give the guy some 
credit. He was not saint, but by whatever political 
convenience and basic acknowledge of the correct 
morality of the issue, he was a savior in the end. If 
you watched any Hollywood movie about the 1800’s 
that did not rely on presentism to tell the story, I 
promise you would cringe at the mindset of every 
single character on the screen, hero and villain alike.

Virtually no notable character from the past will 
ever pass muster if judged by today’s moral code. 
It’s not that they were all bad. It was often all they 
knew. It was how life was then. No, it wasn’t right by 
today’s moral code and some came to understand 
that as time went on. Though I will concede that 
some should have known even in their time that they 
were very much in the wrong with their foul cultural 
biases. I’m looking at you, Woodrow! And, well, 
Andrew Jackson was an a-hole in any century. Did 
some great things, but still. But in general, to vilify 
a man for thinking in 1780 that, say, women should 
stay silent and be subservient to a man is not because 
they were terrible men. It was the reality of life in 
their temporal domain. If you went to that time and 
asked a woman what her place was, 99 of 100 would 
have given the same answer as the man. It was when 
the 1 became the 10, and the 10 became the majority 
when suddenly a societal mindset-shift happens. 
Want to see anachronism working in reverse in more 
modern times? Look up Phyllis Schlafly. Sheesh!

Think of where we would be if these imperfect 
men did not make the strides they made in growing 
toward a social consciousness we have today. They 
were fallible. They were often wrong, but they 
were doing what they thought was right within the 
scope of their place in the American timeline. Let 
them have their credit for what they did. Then give 
credit to the next person in history that took us the 
next step in the evolution of our national morality.

This is my opinion and, you know…  
I’m never wrong. n
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THE COMEDY BAR POP-UP PATIO SHOWS

CHRIS 
SCHLICHTING
JULY 10 AND 11 @ 8 PM
NOVELTY IRON 
WORKS COURTYARD  
(333 E 10TH ST)
From great pain comes 
the greatest comedy. the 
Comedy Bar has move 
their shows outdoors to 
the novelty Iron Works 
Courtyard (weather 
permitting). shows will 
be held at each every 
Friday and saturday 
night, to start, featuring national and local favorites.

Chris schlichting takes the stage July 10 and 11 
at 8 p.m. Growing up on the mean streets of Iowa, 
schlichting knew that he either had to take up standup 
comedy or join the notorious Midwest gang known 
as “the Farmers.” He is quickly gaining a reputa-
tion as one of the best comics on the planet, and by 
“planet” we mean “his street.” Described as “hilari-
ous” by his mom, and “not good at sports” by his dad, 
Chris takes pride in his immature and lovable style.

General admission is $18 and you can reserve 
a table for 4 for $65. Doors open 60 minutes 
prior to showtime. seating is first come first 
serve. Ages 17 and older. For advance tickets and 
more information, visit ComedyBar.com. n

FOOD 
TRUCK 
FRIDAYS
RALPH KLUSEMAN:  
FRIDAY, JULY 10 @ 11 AM–1 PM
GARRETT HILLARY:  
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 @ 11 AM–1 PM
JOIE WAILS DUO:  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 11 AM–1 PM
WASHINGTON PARK (6TH–7TH AND LOCUST ST)
We are a go for launch! travel Dubuque sponsored 
Food truck Fridays is back for the summer, serv-
ing up great to-go eats on Fridays: July 10, Aug. 21, 
and sept. 11. Because of social-distancing concerns, 
there will be no dedicated seating for the event as 
people are encouraged to take the food to-go and 
eat it elsewhere. But you can pull up a spot on the 
grass if you like to bring a chair because there will 
still be live music provided by 365ink at each event.

For July, the food trucks on hand will include 
Magoos, Charlotte’s Coffee House, and Candle Ready 
Cakes with more on the way. the is no on-site rest-
rooms or sanitation. July’s music comes courtesy of 
Ralph Kluseman who brings a lot of Beatles and more 
classic singer-songwriter hits to the gazebo stage.

August music is by Garrett Hillary and sep-
tember welcomes the Joie Wails Duo.

For more information, visit TravelDubuque.com. n

GOTTA HAVE IT
OUT OF QUARANTINE 
CLEARANCE SALE 

MON–FRI: 10 AM–5:30 PM 
SAT: 10 AM–5 PM 
SUN: 11 AM–3 PM

315 BLUFF ST, DBQ 
563-588-3956
FACEBOOK.COM/GOTTAHAVEITINCBOUTIQUEONBLUFFFACEBOOK.COM/GOTTAHAVEITINCBOUTIQUEONBLUFF AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

LARGE INVENTORY OF SPRING/SUMMER DUE TO 
EARLY SEASON SHUTDOWN. INCREDIBLE SAVINGS

30%–50% OFF
IT’S GOTTA GO!

NEXT STEPS 
FOR JUSTICE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE: JULY 11 @ 10 AM–NOON
HOUSING: JULY 18 @ 10 AM–NOON
EDUCATION: JULY 25 @ 10 AM–NOON
ONLINE
the purpose of next steps for Justice is to bring our 
elected officials, policy changers, local politicians, and 
business professionals who are in charge of institu-
tions, together with our larger Dubuque Community.

Protests will continue to happen as the people 
see fit, and in conjunction the Dubuque nAACP will 
work to develop a movement that puts the voice of 
the people center stage while allowing for collabora-
tion during the solution/plan development process. 
this is a great way for community members to 
hold officials and institutions accountable for com-
ing to the table, putting forth a true effort to bring 
change that is “acceptable” for all, and following up 
by implementing those changes through practice.

Conference hosts include Anthony Allen (Presi-
dent, Dubuque nAACP), Miquel Jackson (vP, 
Dubuque nAACP), Collins eboh (City of Dubuque), 
and ernest Jackson (Dubuque Community leader).

the facilitators will guide everyone through the 
process each session so that everything goes smoothly 
and everyone is heard. Come ready to learn, come 
ready to share, and come ready to work together 
so that we can get the change we all want to see. 

For more information and links to the virtual 
sessions, visit DubuqueNAACP.com/NS4J. n

EvEnts
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tHu 7/9

Museum at 
Home: Otterly 
Awesome Otters
9:30 AM @ ONLINE

Join from the otter enclosure 
to learn more about the 
North American River Otter 
and its conservation success 
story, and read a story about 
otters. $10. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

Fighting Saints 
Forum
7 PM @ ONLINE

Get your questions answered 
with Dubuque Fighting 
Saints Head Coach Oliver 
David and players Aidan 
Fulp, Stephen Halliday, 
and Ian Pierce. RSVP. Free. 
dubuquefightingsaints.com.

FRI 7/10

Downtown Friday 
Night: Triple Threat
6:30–10:30 PM @ 

DOWNTOWN DYERSVILLE, IA

The Downtown Luau 
themed street dance 
features a happy hour from 
6:30–7:30 p.m., live music 
from Triple Threat, food, 
fun, and games. Sign up 
for prizes! 563-875-2311. 
dyersville.org.

sAt 7/11

Virtual Chalk 
Your Walk
10 AM @ ONLINE

July 11 at 10 a.m. and July 
15, 20, 23, 28, 30, and 31 at 
6 p.m. Girl Scouts invites all 
girls ages 5+ and their fami-
lies, not just members of Girl 
Scouts, to learn how to make 
homemade sidewalk chalk. 
After the program, kids are 

encouraged to beautify their 
neighborhoods by clean-
ing up any litter and then 
coloring uplifting messages 
and fun designs on their 
sidewalks. Participants will 
need to have flour OR corn-
starch, water, food coloring, 
and a brush. RSVP. Free. 
tinyurl.com/gseventbrite.

MOn 7/13

Delaware 
County Fair
DELAWARE COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS 

(MANCHESTER, IA)

July 13–19. While this year’s 
fair will only have the 4-H 
and FFA portions, the Fair 
Board is looking at ways 
we can bring more events 
to the community later this 
summer as safety concerns 
ease. 200 E Acers St, Man-
chester, IA. 563-927-6449. 
delawarecofair.com.

tue 7/14

Museum at Home: 
Misunderstood? 
Sharks & Stingrays
6 PM @ ONLINE

Break down common 
misconceptions surrounding 
sharks and rays. $10. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

Virtual Let’s Talk 
Books: The Editor
6 PM @ ONLINE

Join the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library to discuss The Editor by 
Steven Rowley. This novel is set 
in 1990s New York City and fol-
lows struggling writer James 
Smale who finally sells his 
novel to an editor at a major 
publishing house: Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis. RSVP 
required. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

WeD 7/15

Virtual Book 
Discussion: Me and 
White Supremacy
6 PM @ ONLINE

Join the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library to discuss 
Me and White Supremacy 
by Layla F. Saad. RSVP 
required. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

tHu 7/16

Museum at Home: 
Reptiles Alive
9:30 AM @ ONLINE

Learn about reptiles’ amaz-
ing adaptations and the 
important roles they play 
in nature. Live animals will 
join for the adventure! $10. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

sAt 7/18

Intro to Halo 
Workshop
9–9:50 AM @ STATERA

July 18 and 25. The Halo 
Trainer is a versatile exercise 
device providing a multi-
dimensional approach to 
functional training. Use the 
unique design of ball and 
frame together to ensure 
optimal stability and body 
positioning, or use them 
separately for total body 
conditioning by control-
ling stability and body 
weight. $16. 563-207-8932. 
3375 Lake Ridge Dr. 
stateraintegrated.com.

COVID-19 NOTICE: PLEASE 
CONTACT THE EVENT HOST 

OR VENUE TO MAKE SURE THE 
EVENT IS STILL SCHEDULED
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BELL TOWER THEATER VIRTUAL PLAY

STUCK AT HOME
JULY 11 AND 15 @ 7 PM
FACEBOOK.COM/BELL.TOWER.9
JULY 15 @ 2 PM
YOUTUBE.COM (BELL TOWER THEATER)
the Bell tower theater presents their 
second virtual play, the brand new 
comedy Stuck at Home. you can watch 
the play on the theater’s Facebook 
page July 11 and 15 at 7 p.m. or their 
youtube channel on July 15 at 2 p.m.

Join this hilarious look at two families 
as they struggle to endure being stuck 
at home–together! Why is the WiFi out, 
and will their old-school solutions work 
when all the necessary cords are missing 
from the junk drawer? Will the family 

successfully secure two-ply toilet paper in 
trade negotiations with Grandma? What 
foods (or beverages!) are critical enough 
to make a special run to the grocery 
store? And really, who is strong enough 
to endure more than one Dad joke?

Due to copyright restrictions, the 
video of this performance will not remain 
online. the performance is free, but 
goodwill donations will be accepted. For 
more information, call 563-588-3377
or visit BellTowerTheater.net. n

MEET AUTHOR

TIFFANY KILLOREN
SATURDAY, JULY 18 @ NOON–1:30 PM
BAM BOOKSTORE (555 JFK RD)
native Dubuquer tiff any Killoren will 
read and sign copies of her new novel, 
Good Will. Released on Feb. 25 of 
this year, Killoren is heading the BAM 
Bookstore in Kennedy Mall on satur-
day, July 18 from noon to 1:30 p.m.

Four women learn to let go—and get 
back more than they ever expected. 
there’s no road map for what to do 
when your husband dies—when he 
jumps off  a bridge to escape mistakes 
that he made, or even welcomed, into 
your lives. But lily doesn’t need to 
consult a map for this particular part 
of her journey; she knows the way 

back to the small town she left behind. 
With a precocious seven-year-old who 
reminds her too much of his father, lily 
leaves new york with everything she 
owns, including memories that come 
in waves like fi elds along the highway, 
and an envelope she is too afraid to 
open. Once she settles in, she sifts 
through a box of things destined for 
the local thrift store—items from her 
past that will connect four women in 
unexpected ways and give them all 
the strength they need to move on.

For more information, visit 
Tiff anyKilloren.com. n

BAD MEDICINE
BON JOVI TRIBUTE BAND
SATURDAY, JULY 18 @ 7 PM
OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER 
(1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
Bad Medicine was formed and led by 
lifelong Bon Jovi fan, Joe Frasca, back 
in 2001. through the years, the talented 
collection of musicians, with over 100 
combined years of on stage experience, 
has proven time and time again that Bad 
Medicine is truly the “next best thing.” 
experience the show at the Onhward Fine 
Arts Center on saturday, July 18 at 7 p.m.

In recent years, Bad Medicine has 
added several “non-Jovi” songs from the 
same genre, for those longer sets and 
situations that require a more diverse per-
formance. However, Bad Medicine remains 
the favorite choice for Bon Jovi, and is still 
true to giving tribute to one of the most 
iconic and successful bands in history.

the addition of songs by other ‘80s 
hair bands like Whitesnake, Poison, 
and Journey has made Bad Medicine 
a favorite of even very diverse audi-
ences. If you want to see an accurate 
reproduction of the Bon Jovi sound, 
look, feel, and energy, it’s safe to say 
some Bad Medicine is what you need.

safety measures for COvID-19 are 
in place and limited tickets are being 
sold. tickets are $22 in advance or 
$25 at the door for adults and $13 in 
advance for $15 at the door for stu-
dents. tickets can also be purchased 
at the Ohnward Fine Arts Center box 
offi  ce, by calling 563-652-9815, or 
at OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n

PORK TENDERLOIN
SANDWICH

For a limited time, try our

Breaded pork cutlet, fried to crispy perfection, 
topped with mustard, onions and pickles 

all on a toasted bun.

SO GOOD.

Available at all Cedar Rapids, Waterloo, Ames, 
Dubuque, Davenport, Iowa City and Coralville, IA locations only.

PorkTenderlionMLY_PrintAd_4.5x10.25.indd   1PorkTenderlionMLY_PrintAd_4.5x10.25.indd   1 7/7/2020   3:17:06 PM7/7/2020   3:17:06 PM
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sAt 7/18

Hometown 
Festival Week
VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN PLATTEVILLE, WI

July 18–26. Platteville’s 
Hometown Festival Week 
is a flurry of activity 
celebrating our community. 
Confirmed events include: 
Ice Cream Social at Stone 
Cottage, Party in the Park 
“Salute to Volunteers” and 
Trinity Episcopal Church’s 
Fish Boil. The Arts & Craft 
Fair will take place at City 
Park on Saturday, July 
25. platteville.com.

tue 7/21

Virtual Book 
Discussion: 
Jayber Crow
7–8 PM @ ONLINE

Join the Sinsinawa Mound 
Center for a virtual book 

discussion of Wendell 
Berry’s Jayber Crow. The 
2011 novel on place, memory 
and agriculture has been 
hailed as a “masterpiece” 
by the Chicago Tribune. 
Discussion will be facilitated 
by Eric Anglada, ecological 
programming coordinator 
at Sinsinawa Mound Center. 
RSVP. 608-748-4411. 
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

tHu 7/23

Virtual ArchiTREK 
Tour: Murals 
of Dubuque
6 PM @ ONLINE

Join Heritage Works and 
the Dubuque Museum 
of Art on Zoom for a 
virtual presentation and 
discussion focusing on the 
Murals of Dubuque. Free. 
heritageworksdbq.com.

Statera Book Club: 
The Healing Self
6–7 PM @ STATERA 

AND ONLINE

Whether you’ve finished 
the book or not, learn more 
about Deepak Chopra, MD 
and his book The Heal-
ing Self: A Revolutionary 
New Plan to Supercharge 
Your Immunity and Stay 
Well for Life. This book 
discussion will be lead by 
Nicole Hutchison, PT, CSCS, 
Health Coach and Statera 
CEO. Books are available 
for purchase at Statera. 
RSVP. Free. 563-207-8932. 
3375 Lake Ridge Dr. 
stateraintegrated.com.

tue 7/28

Museum at Home: 
Behind-the-Scenes 
of Artifact Storage
6 PM @ ONLINE

Go behind-the-scenes with 
NMRMA collections manager 
as they feature a few 
historical artifacts currently 
residing in the collections 
at the Dubuque County 
Historical Society. $10. 
rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

tHu 7/30

Museum at Home: 
Feathered Friends
9:30 AM @ ONLINE

Meet one of the River Muse-
um’s newest friends up close 
and learn more about how 

feathered animals survive! 
$10. rivermuseum.com/ 
virtual-programs.

FRI 7/31

Dueling Dogs World 
Championships
NOON @ FIVE 

FLAGS ARENA

July 31 at noon, Aug. 1 at 
8:30 a.m., and Aug. 2 at 
9:30 a.m. Dueling Dogs is 
the next big thing in canine 
aquatics competitions. 
Featuring drag-racing style 
canine aquatics racing. 405 
Main St. DuelingDogs.net.

Epworth Town and 
Country Days
EPWORTH, IA

July 31 and Aug. 1. Epworth 
Town & Country Days is a 
community event established 
in 1999 and celebrated the 
1st weekend in August with 
a parade, food, drinks, live 
music, and much more. It 
is not solely about raising 
money for betterment proj-
ects; it is a way for people 
to come together, show 
support for our businesses 
and organizations, and share 
pride for our community. 
Auction Proceeds this year 
will be donated to the 
Epworth Fire Department. 
facebook.com/tncdays.

COVID-19 NOTICE: PLEASE 
CONTACT THE EVENT HOST 

OR VENUE TO MAKE SURE THE 
EVENT IS STILL SCHEDULED
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FIRST RESPONDERS 
APPRECIATION DAY
SATURDAY, JULY 25 @ NOON–10 PM
FIELD OF DREAMS MOVIE SITE (28995 
LANSING RD, DYERSVILLE, IA)
Come celebrate with the Field of Dreams 
Movie site on saturday, July 25 for First 
Responders Appreciation Day. Go the 
distance and help show our apprecia-
tion for our nation’s first responders 
the only way we know how—through 
the power of family, fun, and baseball! 
Gates open at noon, and be sure to 
bring your lawn chairs and sunscreen!

the Field of Dreams Movie site is 
proud to hold this fundraiser event 
benefiting the Chicago Police Memo-
rial Foundation, the new york Police 
Department Widows and Children’s 
Fund, and the Dubuque County emer-
gency Responder training Facility.

Activities include a live performance 
by local bands, an inflatable bounce 
house, face-painting, 20 percent off 
adult home tour tickets, a silent auction, 
great food from local vendors, and 
have a catch for yourself on the field.

there will be a three-part skills com-
petition to start the day in which three 
contestants will compete to advance 
to the Field of Dreams Movie site trivia 
round! the three finalists will have to put 
their knowledge of the Field of Dreams 
to the test to win two complimentary 

tickets to 
the Chi-
cago White sox game Wednesday, 
Aug. 12 at Guaranteed Rate Field 
against the los Angeles Angels!

Get a taste of local music from 
Dubuque native elizabeth Mary at 4 p.m. 
then be sure and save your seat for the 
baseball game at 5:30 p.m. between the 
new york and Chicago Police Depart-
ments. stick around after the game for 
a live performance by country music 
star Jake Dodds at 8 p.m. Jake has been 
on the road playing hundreds of shows 
the last several years, opening for 27 
national acts along the way like Dustin 
lynch, Brett young, Granger smith, Kane 
Brown, scotty Mccreery, Chase Bryant, 
neal McCoy and Clay Walker. this magi-
cal day will end the way it should... with 
a showing of the movie in the outfield! 

tickets are $10 and can 
be purchased in advance at 
fieldofdreamsmoviesite.com or 
at the event. Call 563-875-8404 
or email info@fodmoviesite.com 
with any questions. For the sched-
ule and more information, visit 
fieldofdreamsmoviesite.com. n

67TH ANNUAL

DUBUQUE 
COUNTY FAIR
JULY 30–AUGUST 2
DUBUQUE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
(14569 OLD HIGHWAY RD)
After much debate, it was decided that 
this year’s Dubuque County Fair will be 
modified and shortened to four days. 
the 67th Annual Dubuque County Fair will 
be held July 30 through Aug. 2, offer-
ing four days of fun, family, and friends, 
just as they always have in the past.

some parts of the fair will look dif-
ferent than in years past. Most grounds 
entertainment has been postponed 
until next year’s fair. this includes 
the midway, roaming acts, and some 
competitions that cannot be done while 
social distancing. Rest assured that 
these mainstays of the fair will return 
for the 2021 Dubuque County Fair.

Out of an abundance of caution and 
to make sure they would be able to give 
the concert experience guests expect for 
years to come, they have chosen to post-
pone both mainstage concerts. existing 

ticketholders will have the option of 
keeping their tickets for the resched-
uled dates or requesting a refund.

What you will definitely see:
• thursday night: sprint Invaders/ 

Open Wheel Races
• Friday night: Demolition Derby
• saturday: Fantasy truck Pull and 

eCIPA truck and tractor Pull
• sunday: Julien Dubuque Classic Races

there will also be live bands each 
day in the Festival Garden, great 
exhibitors in the exhibit Hall and on the 
grounds, and of course, Fair Food! 

Dubuque County 4-H/FFA exhibi-
tion details are still being worked on 
by the Isu extension and Outreach 
with more information to come soon.

For the latest information, call 
563-588-1406 or visit DBQfair.com. n
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EvEnts 

JJPOOLANDSPA.COM
563-582-6745

2600 DODGE ST, DUBUQUE, IA
MON-FRI: 10 AM–6 PM • SAT: 10 AM–3 PM • SUN: CLOSED

PRE-ORDER 
YOUR SPA 
FOR FALL 
2020 NOW!
TRUCKLOADS OF HOT TUBS COMING IN 
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
• Up to 5 years 0% � nancing
• Savings up to $1000
• Best prices of the year!

COVID-19 NOTICE: PLEASE CONTACT THE 
EVENT HOST OR VENUE TO MAKE SURE 

THE EVENT IS STILL SCHEDULED

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO yOu HAve A tRI-stAte event tHAt yOu’D lIKe tO sHARe WItH OuR ReADeRs? 

let us KnOW WHAt’s GOInG On By senDInG us yOuR InFORMAtIOn!

eMAIl: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
OnlIne suBMIssIOn: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT

ONGOING

Julien Dubuque 
International 
Film Festival
NOW THROUGH JULY 13

ONLINE

Screen any of the available 
festival films right on your 
device. The April 2021 live 
festival will include the 2020 
films as well as all 2021 
selections. 
JulienFilmFest.com.

Where’s Waldo 
In Store Hunt
NOW THROUGH JULY 31  

@ 9 AM–8 PM

RIVER LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

Welcome Waldo and his 
friends to River Lights 
this month! Visit the store 
(masks required) for a scav-
enger hunt. Each participant 
will receive a goodie bag 
and activity packet. 1098 
Main St. 563-556-4391. 
RiverLights.com.

Galena Territory 
Farmers Market
SUNDAYS: NOW THROUGH 

SEPT 6, SEPT 20, AND 

OCT 11 @ 8 AM–NOON

GALENA TERRITORY 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

(GALENA, IL)

Fresh produce, free-range and 
antibiotic-free meat, jams, 
baked goods, arts and crafts, 
and more. 2000 Territory Dr, 
Galena, IL. 815-777-2000. 
facebook.com/ 
theterritoryFarmersMarket.

Summer Teen Nights
MON–THU: NOW THROUGH 

AUG 6 @ 6–9 PM

PRESCOTT 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

RESOURCE CENTER

Join the Multicultural Family 
Center and the City of 
Dubuque AmeriCorps 
Partners in Learning 
Program for a variety of 
activities all summer long. 
Dinner provided. Free. 1151 
White St. 563-582-3681. 
MFCdbq.org.

Cruisin’ Thursdays 
Car Show
THURSDAYS THROUGH 

OCT 1 @ 4:30–9:30 PM

SINSINAWA AVE, 

EAST DBQ, IL

All ages of vehicles are 
welcome. Enjoy live music 
and browse through the 
cars. Food and beverages 
available on the outdoor 
patios. facebook.com/ 
EastDubuqueCarshow.

Millwork Night 
Market
THURSDAYS: JULY 9, 

AUG 13, SEPT 10, AND 

OCT 8 @ 5 –8 PM

7TH–9TH AND JACKSON ST

Visit the online vendor 
directory to inquire about 
pre-ordering. Enter at 9th 

St. No public seating, live 
music, or alcohol sales. 
MillworknightMarket.com.

Gary’s Graffiti Nights
THURSDAYS 

THROUGH SEPT 24

5–9:30 PM @ KENNEDY 

MALL NEAR HUHOT

Classic cars converge for a 
night full of door prizes, 
music, and fun.

DBQ Farmers’ 
Market
SATURDAYS THROUGH 

SEPT 26 @ 7 AM–NOON

SATURDAYS OCT 3–31 

@ 8 AM–NOON

13TH AND IOWA ST

Iowa’s oldest open-air 
market features a wide 
variety of vendors selling 
homegrown produce, baked 
goods, bedding and house 
plants, wine, and much 
more. 563-588-4400. 
dubuquefarmersmarket.org.

Galena  
Farmers Market
SATURDAYS THROUGH 

OCT 31 @ 7 AM–NOON

123 COMMERCE ST, 

GALENA, IL

Find local food and other 
locally-made items from Jo 
Daviess County. Produce, 
baked goods, plants, jams 
and jellies, honey, beef 
and pork, coffee, soaps 
and facemasks. Buy direct 
from organic and non-GMO 
farms located in Jo Davies 
County. 563-542-0996. 
facebook.com/ 
galenafarmersmarket.
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DUBUQUE’S SOLIDARITY MURAL
During the last week of June, the first ever public 
mural on a city-owned facility went up on the Main 
street side of the Five Flags Arena. It was proposed 
by artist shelby Fry and approved by the City Man-
ager’s Office. Dozens of citizens participated in the 
painting process as many local businesses con-
tributed to the project’s success including voice 
Productions who are responsible for many of the 
beautiful murals adorning downtown buildings.

ARTIST’S NOTE
shelby Fry states: “As the protests continue, the Black 
lives Matter movement is more important than ever. 
I wanted to show that Dubuque stands for solidarity 
and strength amongst its citizens through the multi-
colored fists. Keeping the mural inclusive, I also wanted 
to represent the lGBtQ community, women, men, and 
trans rights, support for mental/brain health, as well 
as people with disabilities. With that in mind, getting 
local organizations of different color, sexual orientation, 
and any other group that may feel excluded involved 
is key. We need to come together in times of uncer-
tainty and show that each life is important, and if we 
work together we can make something beautiful.

“seeing people post on social media, donating to 
causes, participating in protests, etc., inspired me to figure 
out the best way to use my talents to bring a community 
together and promote a positive message of acceptance. 
Creating this piece gave me the chance to express my 
voice and support for Black lives Matter and the local 
community I now belong to. With the mural as a start-
ing point, I am also planning to create prints and t-shirts 
to sell in order to raise money for the BlM movement.

“the raised fist, or the clenched fist, is a symbol of 
solidarity and support. A row of clenched fists painted 
in a wide variety of pantones aims to represent people 

of all different races and skin tones including those 
born with albinism and those who experience vitiligo.

“I choose to use the clenched and raised fist 
as opposed to open, waving, or embracing hands 
because the clenched fist has come to serve as a 
symbol for solidarity and support in the context 
of the current Black lives Matter movement.

“the clenched fist has had varied influences and shift-
ing uses over time dating back to the Industrial Workers 
of the World (1917), spanish Civil War (1936–1939), and 
as a graphic to advance revolutionary social causes in 
Mexico in 1948. the symbol has been reclaimed in recent 
years by the Women’s March (2017) and brought to the 
forefront alongside calls for change in response to the 
2020 deaths of George Floyd and countless other Black 
men and women at the hands of the police. It is my hope 
that whether an open hand or a clenched fist, that this 
mural serves as a catalyst for conversation and change, 
and that we all see that it is in taking action that counts.

“About the symbols that spell out sOlIDARIty
• s: Decorative only
• O: Formed by the wheel of a stylized version of 

the International symbol for Access, intended to 
acknowledge cognitive and physical disabilities

• l: Decorative only with font choice refer-
ring to Dubuque’s diverse college programs

• I: the semicolon, especially as a tattoo on the wrist, 
has come to serve as message of affirmation and 
solidarity in the awareness and prevention of suicide, 
depression, addiction, and other brain health issues.

• D: the rainbow, turned on its side to form the ‘D’ 
intends to represent the lGBtQ+ community.

• A: Decorative only
• R: Decorative only
• I: the heart, as a universal symbol for love, 

dots the I to incorporate love, positivity, and 

respect for all humans in the mural design. 
the staff of the I is a decorate font only.

• t: Decorative only
• y: Combining the symbols traditional used 

to represent male, female, and transgen-
der, the y intends to acknowledge all iden-
tifications along the gender spectrum.”

A LETTER RECEIVED BY THE 
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
“I moved to Dubuque when I was 16 and never felt the 
city was that inclusive. When I was a sophomore at 
Dubuque senior, a substitute teacher read my name 
for attendance then said ‘Oh, Iranian? Are you going 
to bomb the country?’ Because of my last name. I was 
stunned, I went to the vice principal and she handled 
the situation. But prior to that none of my classmates 
knew that my last name was Iranian (I am Caucasian 
and don’t look Iranian, but that shouldn’t matter). I 
joined the navy to get away from that mentality.

“this mural is absolutely beautiful and makes 
me proud to have lived there. I will be moving back 
to help my family soon, and this makes me much 
more comfortable and less apprehensive. I cur-
rently live in Dallas and have shown some of my 
friends this incredible mural, and they love it and 
want to visit. you’re likely going to get emails from 
folks that don’t understand or are blinded by what 
they’ve been taught. I hope the mural stays for 
years to come because it is truly wonderful.

“As a veteran, the semicolon was the part that 
really touched my heart. twenty-two veterans are 
lost per day to suicide. the semicolon is some-
thing many of us that battle suicide have tattooed 
on us. the semicolon reminds us that our story 
isn’t over. this mural speaks to everyone.” n

ARtIst sHelBy FRy

FEatuRE stoRy
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BEKIND MASKS ACROSS AMERICA 
TO GIVE BACK TO LOCAL 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
BY JEFF LENHART

With all of the uncertainty and negativity in the 
world right now, about two months ago, I partnered 
with HMC solutions in Dyersville, IA to make and sell 
BeKind masks, with proceeds going to the Dubuque 
Rescue Mission and every Child Reads, through the 
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque!

the Centers for Disease Control recommends 
that people wear cloth face coverings in public set-
tings and when around people who don’t live in 
your household, especially when other social dis-
tancing measures are difficult to maintain. Many 
businesses around the tri-state area are recom-
mending, and in some cases, requiring, their cus-
tomers and employees to wear face masks.

“We got involved in the BeKind Across America 
Masks project to give back to the community while 
providing a needed item (masks), at the same time. 
It is definitely a WIn-WIn-WIn opportunity!” states 
Heather schuster and Michael Clasen, owners of 
HMC solutions and the threaded needle in Dyers-
ville. Heather and Michael started making masks for 
people and organizations all over the u.s., on March 19. 

they started making 100 that day. Fast forward 
to present day…and they’ve made over 7,000!

As of today, 1,000 adult BeKind masks have been 
shipped to 30 states, raising almost $10,000 for the 
Dubuque Rescue Mission! BeKind masks are over the 
ear elastic and made with 100 percent cotton fabric 
on the outside, the lining on the inside is 100 percent 
cotton flannel, and is open at the ends to insert an 
optional filter, to ensure the integrity and protection of 
the mask isn’t compromised (filter is not included.)

Adult BeKind masks are $20, and proceeds go to 
the Dubuque Rescue Mission. the Dubuque Rescue 
Mission is a community offering hospitality, spiritual 
hope, food, shelter, clothing, and job development 
to those in need. Children’s BeKind masks are $15, 
and proceeds go to every Child Reads, through the 
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque. every 
Child Reads is a local effort to get all children in our 
region to read proficiently and at grade level.

to place an order, contact Jeff lenhart at 
lenhartjeff@gmail.com or 563-880-1042. Find more 
information at BeKind Masks Across America. n

ADult BeKInD MAsKs

CHIlD BeKInD MAsKs

FEatuRE stoRy
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CIty OF DuBuQue
PROCLAMATION 
DECLARING 
A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY AND 
PUBLIC DANGER
ROY D. BUOL, MAYOR 
JULY 6, 2020

WHEREAS one of the greatest respon-
sibilities of any elected official is the 
protection of the electorate served 
and the protection of the greater 
public health and safety; and

WHEREAS COvID-19 poses a seri-
ous and potentially deadly threat to the 
public and the public health as stated by 
the Federal Center for Disease Control 
(“CDC”) and serious illness is now occur-
ring in people of all ages and older peo-
ple, as well as others with chronic medical 
conditions such as heart disease and 
diabetes or those who are immunocom-
promised or have respiratory conditions 
are at higher risk of developing serious 
COvID-19 illness and restating that the 
World Health Organization has deter-
mined COvID-19 to be a pandemic; and

WHEREAS the Iowa Department of 
Public Health (“IDPH”) has issued recom-
mendations for behavior modification 
to slow the spread of COvID-19; and 

WHEREAS a high rate of infection 
has been shown to overwhelm medi-
cal systems throughout the world and 
numerous governmental entities and 
epidemiologists have stated that com-
munity spread in the united states 
poses the same risk of overwhelm-
ing American medical systems; and

WHEREAS the Governor has issued 
numerous state of Public Health 
Disaster emergency orders; and

WHEREAS to slow the spread of 
COvID-19 in the City of Dubuque and 
protect employees of the organization 
it is necessary to maintain and extend 
several mitigation measures; and

WHEREAS Iowa Code section 
372.14(2) and the City of Dubuque 
Code of Ordinances 7-3-1 grant the 
Mayor powers in circumstances when 
public danger or emergency exists 
to take extraordinary steps to pro-
tect the public health and safety.

nOW, tHeReFORe, In COnsID-
eRAtIOn OF tHe FOReGOInG AnD 
OtHeR vAlID eMeRGent COnCeRns, I, 
ROy D. BuOl, MAyOR OF tHe CIty OF 
DuBuQue, PROClAIM tHe FOllOWInG:

I hereby determine that a state 
of emergency or public dan-
ger exists and continues.

I further determine and direct the 
Police Chief to enforce the provisions 
of the Governor’s proclamation and 
this City of Dubuque proclamation.

I further strongly encourage citi-
zens to adjust to life with COvID-19 
in an open economy, prior to the 
availability of a vaccine, by:
1. Properly wearing masks in all indoor 

“public” places as well as outdoor 
“public” places when physical 
distancing cannot be maintained;

2. Regularly washing your hands for 
twenty (20) seconds and routinely 
sanitizing frequently touched surfaces;

3. Practicing social and physical dis-
tancing whenever possible; and

4. Monitoring your personal health 
and if you are exhibiting COvID-19 
symptoms or have been exposed to 
a positive COvID-19 case, stay home 
and contact your medical provider.

I further strongly encourage all 
citizens to comply with the closures, 
modification of operations, and recom-
mendations issued by the CDC, the Iowa 
Department of Public Health, and the 
Dubuque County Board of Health.

I hereby suspend any requirements 
within the City of Dubuque Code of 
Ordinances which mandate or require 
physical meeting locations and physi-
cal notifications or mailings and hereby 
authorize electronic and virtual meet-
ings and electronic notifications; this 
includes but is not limited to notices 
required by title 16 of the City Code.

I hereby authorize the City Council, 
City Boards, and City Commissions to 
make accommodations allowing for 
remote attendance and participation in 
regularly scheduled meetings by mem-
bers of each body, staff, and the public.

I hereby authorize the City Manager 
to evaluate the ongoing operations of 
the City organization and adjust opera-
tions, accordingly, including the authority 
to open and close City facilities in the 
interest of safety for the public and staff.

City staff working in facilities closed to 
the public, or working remotely, shall work 
to provide services to the public elec-
tronically, by phone, by mail, and when 
possible, by appointment as well as access 
to information and the ability to partici-
pate in meetings by alternative means.

I hereby authorize the City Manager to 
evaluate the suspension of fees within the 
control of the City of Dubuque to support 

restaurants and bars due to the significant 
financial and operational impacts they 
are experiencing due to COvID-19 and 
encourage creative thinking to aid other 
struggling businesses related to regulatory 
requirements under the City’s control.

Any permits or permissions previously 
granted for events on public property or 
public rights-of-way will be analyzed and 
the City Manager is granted the author-
ity to determine whether permits will be 
rescinded and any amounts paid for such 
permits shall be refunded upon request. 

the City Manager is granted the 
authority to adjust the process for 
the issuance of special event permits, 
solicitor’s licenses, and permits/permis-
sions for events on public property or 
public rights-of-way to evaluate the 
safety of issuance and any conditions 
associated with the issuance of spe-
cial event permits, solicitor’s licenses, 
and permits/permissions for events on 
public property or public rights-of-way. 

Considering recent acts of racism 
against people of color across the nation, I 
hereby authorize the City Manager to issue 
permits for events on public property and 
public rights-of-way, on a case by case 
basis, to bring attention to systemic rac-
ism, social justice issues, and to build on 
local efforts to identify and address ineq-
uities in Dubuque and across the nation.

Per City of Dubuque Code of Ordi-
nances section 7-3-1, the public is advised 
that the violation of a mayoral proclama-
tion of emergency or of any subsidiary 
proclamation thereto evidencing the 
exercise of emergency powers or of any 
rule or order issued pursuant thereto by 
the mayor or city manager of any order 
issued pursuant thereto by any peace 
officer or of any directive issued by 
designated emergency management or 
emergency services personnel pursu-
ant thereto shall constitute a violation 
of that section and shall be punish-
able as a misdemeanor as provided by 
title 1, Chapter 4 of the city code.

this Proclamation of emergency 
and public danger is part of an ongo-
ing response of the City of Dubuque 
to an ever-changing situation to 
protect public health and safety. 

this proclamation may be modi-
fied or superseded with more restric-
tive proclamations at any time 
as circumstances warrant. 

Please be aware these deci-
sions have been made based upon 
the information available today. you 
can find the most recent information 
about the City’s response to COvID-
19 at www.cityofdubuque.org.

PROClAIMeD tHIs 6th DAy OF July 
2020 By tHe AutHORIty vesteD In Me 
By tHe CODe OF IOWA AnD tHe CIty 
OF DuBuQue CODe OF ORDInAnCes. n

Schedule your 

back-to-school

Physical 

TODAY

StateraIntegrated.com - 563.207.8932

FEatuRE stoRy
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THEATRE LIVES ON,  
PAUSES FOR 
A BREATH…
BY SUNIL MALAPATI

everyone has that one moment in 2020 
when it hit them that this pandemic thing is 
real, and a really big deal. It did not happen 
for me on Monday when my professional 
organization American Chemical society 
cancelled its annual meeting—getting 
about 30,000 people from all over the 
world did seem dangerous. It did not hap-
pen on tuesday when the nBA suspended 
its season—I last watched nBA when 
Jordan was doing his thing with the Bulls 
(yes, I’m old). On Wednesday, when Broad-
way shut down, I knew this was serious.

We were about to go on spring break 
and I had this long trip to Washington D.C. 
all planned out—five shakespeare plays 
including the fabled Henriad sequence. 
By Friday, all shows were cancelled and 
so was my trip. By mid-April, it was clear 
that theatre was cancelled for summer 
and now, it looks like there will be no live 
theatre with live audiences in 2020. 

summer would have meant long lazy 
evenings driving to spring Green, WI 
with a dinner on the way, a great show in 
the woods on a hill at American Players 
theatre, and a long drive back discussing 
the play with theatre nerd friends. the 
communal act of watching live theatre 
cannot be replicated. It may be a cliché to 
state that each performance is different, 
but it is nevertheless true. theatre lives in 
the moment, in a connection between the 
performers on stage and their engage-
ment with the audience. With a skilled 
troupe, there are as many stories being 
told as there are performers on stage, and 
my greedy eyes are free to wander and 
pick up as many of them as I can. there 
is no film director or editor manipulat-
ing what story I choose to focus on. A 
theatre director clarifies the action; but 
each performer still tells their own story, 
freshly minted each night, every give and 
take modulated by audience response.

As much as I miss going to the theatre, 
I miss the creative process on and behind 
the stage. I was all set to direct The Ten 
Chimneys for Fly-By-night Productions. 
the show is about Alfred lunt and lynn 
Fontanne, the first family of theatre in the 
early part of the 20th century. What better 
way to indulge as a theatre nerd than to 
direct a talented bunch of theatre folk 
playing theatre folk? We had to pull the 
plug early as rehearsals with a large cast 

seemed untenable, and we hopefully will 
get to it next year. I am lucky in that respect.

Hundreds of thousands of theatre pro-
fessionals across the world are suffering. 
Most people think of actors on stage when 
they think theatre, but there is an army 
of professionals supporting those actors. 
stage directors and stage hands, designers 
and set builders, costumers, prop masters, 
and seamstresses, the myriad technical 
experts—all to put on a show. then there 
are those whose livelihoods depend upon 
the patronage of theatre: ticket sell-
ers and touts, restaurants and bars, car 
lots, and so on. so many out of jobs…

As immense as the economic cost of 
shutting down theaters is, the psychologi-
cal space it occupies for those marginal-
ized communities cannot be overstated. A 
theater is a safe space and theatre has wel-
comed the minorities more readily than any 
other performing art. there is an urgency 
to watching authentic stories investigated 
through the artifice of theatrical devices. A 
south African troupe telling the story of a 
pan-African traveler and honestly talk about 
colorism and racism within the Black African 
community. A queer version of A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream with the faerie queen 
making every entrance to a Cher number. 
A multi-ethnic cast playing the founding 
fathers with a hip-hop cabinet battle. A 
group of women on the home-front deal-
ing with war and loss. Pale and tan-less 
Dubuque teens pretending to be Greek 
youth raucously asking “voulez- vous?”

Film and tv are great story-telling 
devices that can elicit empathy in the 
audience, but it is mostly a private 
transaction between the viewer and 
the screen. the shared empathy affects 
both the performer and the audience in 
theatre and multiplies in effect. Just as 
I am affected as a viewer by a powerful 
performance, the audience reaction has 
an effect on me as a performer. theatre 
uniquely binds us in our shared humanity.

When things come back, live theatre will 
be among the last to be fully back. But back 
it will be. If shakespeare’s plays could survive 
multiple bouts of the bubonic plague, our 
vibrant theatre will survive and thrive in a 
post-COvID world, as hard as that may be to 
imagine at this time. until then, let us all stay 
safe, wear our masks and hasten the day we 
can all gather together to tell our stories… n

890 MAIN ST 563-582-3760 GRAHAMSDBQ.COM
MON & FRI: 9A–7P TUE-THU: 9A–5:30P SAT: 9A–4P

SUMMER CLEARANCE & 
BEATING THE HEAT
ARE THE MANTRAS FOR JULY
DRESS COOL. LOOK COOL. KEEP COOL.

FEatuRE stoRy
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STAGING A 
COMEBACK
BY BRYCE PARKS

even as another wave of COvID-19 seems to be wreak-
ing havoc across the south and even showing up 
again in Dubuque in the last week, businesses have 
re-opened for the most part. you can dine-in at most 
establishments, and bars are welcoming patrons at 
night, though some are playing it smart and closed 
over the 4th weekend in response to a few hospitality 
workers testing positive along Main street in Dubuque. 
But overall, with notable changes, business is try-
ing to get back to business as amended-usual. 

there is even live music coming back to a hungry 
entertainment crowd, but those shows are mostly hap-
pening on outdoor stages, and almost all have been 
in bars. so far, theaters are quiet. Depressingly, eerily, 
and sadly quiet. too quiet for too long. And the idea of 
live theater, big concerts, and other heavily attended 
festival-type events is not something that’s popping up 
on the radar for the near future. And while we all miss 
it, the venues who specialize in bringing you these kinds 
of shows are not just closed. they are hurting, badly.

As a publication that lives and breathes by telling 
the stories of these venues and their events, you had 
better believe that we at 365ink are acutely aware of 
the pain they are feeling. We are feeling it too. At a 
time where our page count is usually huge and we’re 
bursting with ads for concerts, festivals, and summer 
theater, we are instead scraping the barrel to find every 
scrap of a good time that can be had in the tri-states in 
this historically culturally-devoid period in our history. 

If you’re reading this story hoping to see me state 
a definitive date when shows are coming back or the 
answer to what needs to happen to make it possible, 
I’m sorry. this isn’t going to be that story as much as I 
wish it was. there are so many moving parts to get this 
machine that is the professional-level entertainment 
industry going again. We’ll try to show you want they 
are facing and get local experts insights on what it will 
take to see the day when you can finally safely enjoy 
dinner and a show again. Wouldn’t that be great?

“the industry is saying that the larger touring shows 
have completely pulled off the road and will not be com-
ing back until 2021,” says H.R. Cook, General Manager of 
the Five Flags Civic Center in Dubuque. “there’s a couple 
of factors involved. If you’re paying artists large sums 
of money and they’re playing arenas of 5,000 seats and 
there’s a rule that you can only have 50 percent capac-
ity, you simply can’t make any money. the tours can’t 
make money. the industry will have to reinvent itself.”

While we’d like to think Dubuque is the center of the 
universe, to the touring entertainment business, we are 
what you would call a hammock stop. the small market 
venue in between the two big market stops like Chicago 
and Kansas City where a tour can make a little money 
and pay the bills while going from big paycheck to big 
paycheck. And even if Dubuque’s COvID-19 numbers 
are rock bottom, if these major markets are still in full 
or partial lockdown with mandatory mask wearing and 
legal limitations on gathering sizes, then even if we are 
ready to rock and roll, if the big tours can’t go to the big 
cities, they’re not coming out on the road just to hit the 

Dubuques of the world. there’s no money in it. However, 
when tours do come back out, artists are going to have to 
understand that they’ll need to take a hit on revenue for a 
while. everything has changed on all sides of the equation. 

“I think when we start, you will see cheaper tickets 
because artists will have to accept lower guarantees 
because of capacity and the current economy leav-
ing people with less expendable income to spend on 
those things,” adds Cook. “even if the people want to 
go to shows, they can only afford to go to so many.”

Frank McClain, the General Manager of the 
Grand Opera House works with a lot more home-
grown entertainment, but the problems they face 
make it no easier to open than a big touring event 
venue. safety is paramount above everything.

“As a community theater, our timeline means that just 
because we’re given the go-ahead to re-open doesn’t 
mean we’re going to be in a position to open our doors 
to the public nor might it be safe at this point,” points 
out McClain. “We’re going to need a few more assur-
ances, and to mount a major performance, we need to 
back six weeks out of that date for building the show. 
All of our summer productions are pushed to 2021, 
and we are crossing our fingers that things get better. 
We would have announced on 2020–21 season in May, 
and we did have shows picked, but we’ve rethought 
those already. We would have opened with a musical. 
We’re now thinking it’s safer to open with a play. I’m 
concerned about data that’s come out about singing 
being a super-spreader. the safety of our perform-
ers means we have to go above and beyond.”

He also knows he needs to take a fresh look at 
what social distancing looks like in a theater. 

“you could block off seats. In the lobby it’s more 
challenging. For fall, if we do a play, were looking for a 
production that’s no more than 90 minutes long that 
could be performed without an intermission to avoid 
crowds and lines at the bathroom during intermission. 
We have to rethink how or if we offer concessions. 
We would have to open the house early so you can go 
immediately to your seats. People would be discour-
aged from hanging out in the lobby after the show. 
no meet and greets for a while. Maybe we offer exit 
from side doors of the theater to avoid congestion.”

When live performances are your only 
source of revenue, you either fold-up shop or 
you get real creative, real fast to do anything 
you can to generate stop-gap revenue.

the Ohnward Fine Arts Center in Maquoketa did 
receive a Paycheck Protection Program Grant, but 
those funds ran out on June 15. they also received a 
grant from the Iowa Arts Council to put a dent in the 
losses they are facing. After losing all of the planned 
revenue from live shows and school rentals, they did 
two Facebook live shows, one by local talent nutsy 
and lori and one from Ohnward regular everett 
Dean, who did his from his home in st. louis. People 
would donate through the Ohnward PayPal account. 
It’s not a lot, but they are trying… anything. you still 
can contribute at PayPal.Me/OhnwardFineArts.

the very real need for revenue made Ohnward 
the first local theater to come back with a live 
show when they staged Joseph Hall’s elvis 
Rock ‘n Remember show in late June.

“Our first show back was a little tricky,” says 
Ohnward Manager Rich Hall. “We decided that we 
would only open to 30 percent capacity, even though 
the Governor had said we could be open at 100 per-
cent capacity. We have 841 seats, and we are a 30,000 
square foot building. so we were going to sell up to 
240 tickets. We ended up with 160 patrons when Hall 
usually draws over 400 when he visits. We received 
many thanks for being open. People did social dis-
tance, and the show received a standing ovation.”

the only way they could make it financially fea-
sible was to share the loss in earning with the 
band. As a regular performer at the venue, Joseph 
Hall agreed. everyone is hurting, performers too, 
and the recovery has to start somewhere.

the Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo Casino 
is another extremely popular and active live music and 
entertainment venue that has been totally quiet for 
nearly four months now. In fact, the entire casino was 
closed for quite some time. the Mississippi Moon Bar 
was not part of the reopening when the popular casino 
was finally allowed to welcome patrons once again. 
When it comes to live entertainment, they are not in the 
same boat as other theaters in town. For a casino, live 
entertainment is often a loss-leader to draw patrons, not 
just to make money. so the comeback of concerts at that 
venue is not as pressing as it is at Five Flags, the Grand 
Opera House, or other local performance-only buildings.

“Certainly entertainment is a component of every-
thing we do at the Diamond Jo from concerts to bowling 
to banquets,” explains Marketing and entertainment 
Director Marty Maiers, “but foremost, we are a casino. 

A QuIet MIssIssIPPI MOOn BAR teMPORARIly HOuses All OF tHe eXtRA CHAIRs ReMOveD 

FROM A sAFely sOCIAlly-DIstAnCeD GAMInG FlOOR At tHe DIAMOnD JO CAsInO
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so when it comes to making decisions 
about entertainment, safety is first. 
I think we have the luxury, if you can 
even call it that, of having other parts 
of our business running and maintain-
ing the business that it’s not our no. 
1 priority to bring live entertainment 
back. We have to make sure there’s a 
time we can do it safely for us and for 
our guests. there has to be a consumer 
confidence. the Mississippi Moon Bar is 
a very intimate venue, and a lot of the 
time we packed 800 to 1,000 people 
into that room, and that’s something 
that we don’t think is doable in the very 
near future. We have already moved 
our shows with big crowds through 
september. It may start in October, 
it may not be until 2021. We’re tak-
ing it day-by-day, week-by-week, like 
everybody else. People aren’t going to 
buy tickets if they think it’s going to be 
unsafe, and we’re not going to put the 
product out there if that’s the feeling.”

When the day comes that theater 
doors do open again, every venue has 
been reinventing their best-practices in 
operations and how they keep patrons 
and staff safe in a new-normal scenario.

“On our side, what do we do?” asks 
H.R. Cook from Five Flags. “take every-
one’s temp coming through the doors? 
Put masks on everyone? Do we go to 
complete festival seating where people 
can socially distance themselves to their 
level of comfort? no one knows yet. It’ll 
be interesting to see what happens with 
our audiences and artists that come in. 
Many of our artists are a little older, clas-
sic rock and old-school country. Are they 
willing to travel state to state and venue 
to venue with other people, staying in 
hotels, meeting lots of people along the 
way? Will they feel safe going out?”

to bring home a somber point, one 
of the very last shows as Five Flags 
before the shutdown featured country 
music star Joe Diffe who sadly passed 
away from COvID-19 just a couple of 
weeks after his Dubuque performance. 
Just because we may not see it up close 
regularly in Dubuque, it’s real, very real.

“We have a new program called unity 
shield across our company that covers 
hygiene, distancing, signage, and other 
best practices,” continues Cook. “But in 
all honesty, everyone’s formulating plans 
for something they know nothing about.”

“the information we get keeps 
evolving,” shares Frank McClain. “What 
we thought eight weeks ago is old 
news. We know now that masks are 
very important. I doubt that we will be 
the first to re-open, so we will moni-
tor how it goes elsewhere. When we 
think it’s reasonably safe to invite 
people in with all of the caveats and 
new changes in place, we will do it.”

At Ohnward, they already had a trial 
run. A doorman greeted everyone and 
took their temperature. the show had 
no intermission. All employees and 
volunteers wore masks, and patrons 
were encouraged to do the same.

“In our response to the COvID-
19 pandemic, the safety of our art-
ists, patrons, and staff is our top 
priority,” ensures Hall. “the world 
around us is changing daily, and 
although the situation has required 
us to adjust, it has not lessened our 
desire to stay connected to you.”

even without the theatre, Diamond 
Jo Casino has taken every precaution 
to provide a safe environment for its 
patrons while still providing a fun atmo-
sphere to relax and have a good time.

“As you enter, we have signage and 
safety specialists asking specific health 
questions as you come into the casino. 
We have masks, sanitizer, wipes, and 
gloves if anyone wants them. every 
other slot machine is turned off to 
promote social distancing, and we 
place distancing stickers any place 
where lines may queue up. We take 
temperatures everyday of our team 
members and require all of them to 
wear masks at all times. We need this 
to be as safe as possible while remain-
ing a fun place to come. As an addi-
tional step, we stopped certain types 
of promotions that cause people to 
gather in crowds like slot tournaments.”

In its first weeks open, patrons 
are thrilled to be back again, and 
the casino is doing even better 
business than expected so far. 

so you can see, if there’s anything 
that can be done at venues, it’s being 
done. What we need now is for the 
threat to dissipate and general audi-
ence confidence to return. If there was 
one consensus among venue opera-
tors, it was that in order to get back to 
what we would think of as normal, it’s 
going to take access to a vaccine. that 
could mean we are into 2021 before we 
see that kind of security-giving resolu-
tion. At the same time, they do think 
that we will get back to that normal.

until that time comes, what perform-
ing arts venues need the most is your 
understanding and support. If you have 
a venue you frequent and you have the 
financial ability to do something, now 
is the time. Whether it’s buying tickets 
for next season in advance or making a 
straight-up contribution to the venue, 
they will love you to the ends of the 
earth. If you have tickets to a show that 
cancelled and is not coming back, seri-
ously consider making the purchase of 
those tickets a donation to the venue. A 

ContInuED on PaGE 18
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tHu 7/9
Dan Opelka
5 PM @ The Pop-Up Boutique

Brown Bottle Bandits
5 PM @ East DBQ 
Cruisin’ Thursdays

Bike Night: The Resistors
5:30 PM @ Jimmy’s 
Pub, East DBQ

Bea Romagna
6 PM @ Mid-Town Marina

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Grape Escape

Shullsburg Music in the Park: 
The Wundos
6:30 PM @ Badger 
Park, Shullsburg

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

FRI 7/10
Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Steve Cavanaugh
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Kampfi re Kings
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Chuck Bregman
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

4th & 20
7 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

American Dookie: Green 
Day Tribute w/ Jean Claude 
Trans Am
8 PM @ The Smokestack 
(Rooftop)

Comedian Chris Schlichting
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

Danny Parker Project
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

sAt 7/11
Steve Davis
11 AM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Medicinal Purposes
1:30 PM @ Fergedaboudit 
Winery

Darin Shireman
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Steve McIntyre
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

Roy Schroedl
2 PM @ Highway 20 
Brewing Co., Elizabeth

Adam Bartels
3 PM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Sam Day
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Brown Bottle Bandits
6 PM @ Millennium Marina

Bryan Popp
7 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co.

Rooftop Latin Club Night
7 PM @ The Smokestack

Massey Road
7 PM @ ZwingleFest

Country Tradition
7 PM @ Mooney Hollow Barn

The Lonely Goats (acoustic)
7 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Comedian Chris Schlichting
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

Rock Steady
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sun 7/12
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Jimmy Welty Band
1 PM @ Jimmy’s

Tony Walker
1 PM @ Cajun Jack’s

Mark Zalaznik
2 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Todd McDonough
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Theresa Rosetta
2 PM @ Asbury Eagles 
Club (patio)

Not Quite Brothers
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Boogie Monster
2 PM @ Hilltop

Becky McMahon
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

 Johnny Walker
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Rock Steady
3:30 PM @ Frentress 
Lake Bar & Grill

Kyle Miller & Kevin Charles
4 PM @ Odd Fellows

Ron Tegeler Jazz Trio
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

The Lonely Goats
5 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

tHu 7/16
Nutsy Turtle & Lori Gravel
5 PM @ East DBQ 
Cruisin’ Thursdays

Two Blind Mice
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Shullsburg Music in the Park: 
The Kingfi sh Band
6:30 PM @ Badger 
Park, Shullsburg

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

FRI 7/17
Jeff  Weydert & Tony Brown
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

John Moran
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Matt Meyer
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Yellow Brick Road
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Nivrana: Nirvana Tribute
8 PM @ The Smokestack 
(Rooftop)

sAt 7/18
A Party With Marty
11 AM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Massey Marina

Tom Rucker
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

Jef Spradley
2 PM @ Grape Escape

The Frazier Project
2 PM @ Iron Horse 
Social Club, Savanna

The Lonely Goats
3 PM @ Trackside

Brown Bottle Bandits
3 PM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Renegade
3 PM @ Sheddy’s

Theresa Rosetta
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Cellist Sam Day
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Tony Walker
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing

Bad Medicine: Bon Jovi Tribute
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine 
Arts Center, Maquoketa

Missbehavin’
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Boogie Monster
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Medicinal Purposes
8 PM @ The Cove, 
Apple Canyon Lake

Illusions Drag Show
10 PM @ The Smokestack

sun 7/19
The Other Two
Noon @ Coconut Cove Resort

Mark Zalaznik
1 PM @ Millennium Marina

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
1 PM @ Grape Escape

Danny Parker
2 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Adam Beck & Amber
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

The Janeys w/ Merrill
Music in the Vines
2 PM @ Tabor Home Winery

Johnnie Walker
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

The Frazier Project
2 PM @ Iron Horse 
Social Club, Savanna

Hoff man, Troy, Marceau, & 
Flowers
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Jeff  Weydert & Tony Brown
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge winery

Blues in the Vineyard: The 
Janeys with Merrill
3 PM @ Tabor Home Winery

Medicinal Purposes
4 PM @ Odd Fellows

Danny Whitson
4 PM @ Park Farm Winery

Joe Stamm Band
5 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

tHu 7/23
Johnnie Walker
5 PM @ East DBQ 
Cruisin’ Thursdays

Kristina & Shawn
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Shullsburg Music in the Park: 
The Ghosts in the Room Band
6:30 PM @ Badger 
Park, Shullsburg

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

FRI 7/24
Secrets
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Tightrope
6 PM @ Odd Fellows

Massey Road
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #367 July 9–July 22, 2020 365INK MAGAZINE nIGHtlIFe  17

COVID-19 NOTICE: PLEASE CONTACT THE VENUE 
TO MAKE SURE THE EVENT IS STILL SCHEDULED

niGHtliFE 

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ Millennium Marina

Jacquie Miller
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

sAt 7/25
Roy Schroedl
9 AM @ Platteville 
Arts Festival

A Pirate Over 50
11 AM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Luau w/ Jabberbox
2 PM @ Millennium Marina

Medicinal Purposes
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

Jef Spradley
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Yard Dog Charlie
3 PM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Ethridge Netz
6 PM @ Dimensional 
Brewing Co.

David Minnihan Trio
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Country Tradition
7 PM @ Mooney Hollow Barn

Brewz Brothers
7 PM @ Hazel Green 
Street Dance

Mississippi Trio
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

sun 7/26
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape

Wayne Cook
1 PM @ Millennium Marina

Gypsy Pistols
1 PM @ Poopy’s, Savanna

Todd McDonough
2 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

Becky McMahon
2 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Clark Wilkinson
2 PM @ Asbury Eagles 
Club (patio)

Casey Klein
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Elizabeth Mary
3 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Yard Dog Charlie
3 PM @ The Yardarm

Bahr Flies
3 PM @ Frentress 
Lake Bar & Grill

 The Wundos
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Jimmy Welty Band
3 PM @ County Line 

Boogie Monster
5 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

tHu 7/30
Boys Night Out
5 PM @ East DBQ 
Cruisin’ Thursdays

Renegade
5:30 PM @ Jimmy’s Pub

The Element
6:30 PM @ The Yardarm

Shullsburg Music in the Park: 
The Gary McAdams Band
6:30 PM @ Badger 
Park, Shullsburg

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ The Comedy Bar, 
Novelty Iron Work

FRI 7/31
Steve Cavanaugh & Randy 
Droessler
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Hoff man, Troy, Marceau, & 
Flowers
6 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

The Lonely Goats
6 PM @ Frentress 
Lake Bar & Grill

Jorden Danielsen & Jef 
Spradley
6 PM @ Grape Escape (patio)

Medicinal Purposes
7 PM @ Wicked Dame

Tyler Richton & The High Bank 
Boys
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Menace
Festival Garden Stage
8:30 PM @ DBQ County Fair

sAt 8/1
Ace Jones
11 AM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Elizabeth Mary
2 PM @ Millennium Marina

Bruce Kort
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

Tom Horn and Joe Noel
3 PM @ Coconut Cove Resort

Jef Spradley
6 PM @ Stone Cliff 

Swany Connection
6 PM @ Cajun Jack’s
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non-profi t like the Grand Opera House 
would even be happy to provide you 
with tax documents to get you a deduc-
tion. the worst thing you can do is ask 
for a refund. Avoid this at all costs. take 
tickets to a future show instead. I assure 
you that all venues are being fl exible 
and doing just about anything possible 
to accommodate patrons especially 
if it means holding onto revenue.

“this is an opportunity for the 
public to understand all of the costs 
that go into a show and maintaining 
this wonderful historic theater beyond 
what you see on stage,” says McClain.

the once-planned referendum 
on building a new Five Flags is, of 
course, on hold until we get safely past 
the Coronavirus threat. Who would 
have thought that six months ago we 
were looking at creating an amazing 
new arena venue for our community 
and now we’re just trying to keep 
the great smaller venues we have 
now from going out of business?

“We were sitting on top of the 
world with 26 confi rmed future shows 
and a huge spring lineup days away, 
and they’ve all cancelled or moved,” 
acknowledges H.R. Cook. “I’ve moved 
shows four times now already in order 
to keep them on the calendar, from 
late fall to winter and now to 2021. 
But we will get back to normal.”

until it’s safe and fi nancially 
viable to bring big acts to town 
again, Marty Maiers says the Dia-
mond Jo is looking at how to come 
back with an altered approach to 
entertainment in the interim.

“Although we can’t cater to the larger 
concerts, we are looking for entertain-
ment options that would allow us to 
open in a limited capacity allowing for 
social distancing. We may expand our 
comedy off erings, as that is an easy 
set-up for keeping people spaced at 
tables in an atmosphere that doesn’t 
promote groups to gather. We’re look-
ing for options to fi nd our own place in 
this crazy environment. We may focus 
on high quality tribute acts for a while 
instead of big stars simply because 
we can’t aff ord them at existing rates 
considering the restrictions we place on 
ourselves for safety. so they can play 
ball or not come here. Most acts have 
been great about rebooking or cancel-
ling. everyone gets that we are all in this 
together. no one could have predicted 
this, so no one is holding your feet to 
the fi re on existing contracts, at least 
not here. We have a sold out show for 
Ashley McBride that has moved twice. 
We’re not sure if we even can put that 
show on with a capacity crowd any time 

soon. Maybe by the current show date 
of October, but we just don’t know yet.”

“It’s the artists that are hungry for 
work, living paycheck to paycheck 
because this is their sole source of 
income, that will want to get out there as 
soon as possible,” adds H.R. Cook. “On 
the other end, big stars like elton John 
said he’s not coming back out until 2022.”

Ohnward Fine Arts Center is going 
to give it another go here in on satur-
day, July 18 with Bad Medicine, a Bon 
Jovi tribute Band from Chicago. they 
appeared at Ohnward back in 2017. “I 
contacted their agent and they were 
willing to give us a decent price since 
they are not performing anywhere at 
this time,” says Rich Hall. the origi-
nal performer on that date had band 
members unwilling to travel right now.” 

so shows keeps moving, but they’re 
not going away. With hope and opti-
mism, venues keep booking and re-
booking a great slate of entertainment 
into 2021. When, not if, this terrible time 
in our cultural national story passes, you 
are in for a treat. until that time, patience 
and support are what is needed.

thomas Robbins, executive Direc-
tor of university of Dubuque’s Heritage 
Center notes a silver lining. “long-term, 
suffi  ce it to say that there will be a 
heightened degree of caution, sensitiv-
ity, and precautions taken to protect the 
health and well being of guest artists, 
audiences, and staff . the measures 
taken will vary with the degree of the 
severity of the epidemic, outbreak, or 
other disaster. the good news is that 
in the long run, I believe venues like 
Heritage Center will actually be safer 
than what our artists and patrons have 
experienced in the past. In the process 
of dealing with the recent calamity, we 
have learned a lot about making live 
events more approachable and invit-
ing, even in the face of adversity.”

“As a Dubuquer,” off ers Marty Mai-
ers. “I look at other venues like ours 
that I’m a fan of like the Grand and 
Five Flags, those that are fully reliant 
of live events as their core business, 
and I can’t wait to see them come back. 
I miss them as much as anybody.”

H.R. Cook is confi dent, “It might 
take two years to fully get there, 
but we’ll be rockin’ and rollin’ again. 
We will come roaring back.”

For ticket and donation informa-
tion, visit these great local venues 
and production companies:
• thegrandoperahouse.com
• ohnwardfi neartscenter.com
• fi vefl agscenter.com
• belltowertheater.net
• dubuquesymphony.org
• fl ybynightdubuque.com
• risingstartheatrecompany.com n
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Picture Yourself in the Tri-Statesfueled by...

Submit your photo by using 

on Social Media!

It was doggone hot last week, so that meant a 6:15 AM, 75 degree walk for these pups along the Mississippi River before the heat of the day took its toll.Photo by Lea Keiffer

Whoa! Check out THAT slip-n-

slide over the 4th of July holiday 

in Epworth. Sorry, it was private. 
Photo by Stacy Hirsch.

Finley’s Landing at Sunset.
Photo by Ed Raber.

The Dubuque Museum of Art’s 2nd 
Annual Craft Invitational Exhibit is 
now open and admission is free!

Photo by Bob Felderman.

Legal or not, fi reworks were abundant in the skies about the Tri-States on the 4th, like this display in Galena photographed byJimmy Berg.Oh yummy! Fishfl y season!

The ladies from Premier Bank 

downtown try out the new BUZ 

Coffee & Energy (245 W 2nd 

St.) on their opening today!

Drive-thru... how convenient!

The Dubuque Black Men 
Coalition posted this photo, 
taking the time to thank 
our local offi cers for the 

work that they do to change 

the narrative amidst racial 

challenges of late in America.

A socially-distanced 
graduation ceremony for 

Dubuque Senior High School.
Photo by Amber Bettcher.

Submit your photo by using 

The 4th Weekend’s Torque Fest was clearly about a lot more that cars. Check out these vintage bikes on the dirt track at the DBQ County Fairgrounds.

work that they do to change 

challenges of late in America.

Sah-WEET! Digital Dubuque 

captured this perfect double 

rainbow over the skies near 

Asbury following rain on a 

sunny day. That’s two pots of 

gold, I believe!
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ANKER INN 
SMOKEHOUSE
BY DANNY FAIRCHILD

With COvID-19 ruining pretty much 
everything, carry-out is literally the 
order of the day. With that in mind, I pro-
pose that now is the time to get in touch 
with a method of cooking that travels 
well between restaurant and home. 
And it also just so happens to be one 
of the few things that can salvage this 
pandemic-canceled summer. I’m talking 
about barbecue, my friends. Barbecue!

enter Anker Inn in Cassville, WI.
Imagine safely getting out of town 

for a little while with a nice scenic drive 
and maybe a car ferry ride (depending 
on which route you take), then getting 
a wonderfully uncomfortable case of 
the meat sweats. I’ve made the short 
trip to Cassville twice now as part of my 
COvID self-care, as well as to celebrate 
a few milestones. I’m no doctor, but 
pretend I’m a doctor, okay? I prescribe 
Anker Inn for your COvID-related blues.

Anker Inn could not be more Wisconsin 
unless it also had a few bowling lanes in it. 
there is an image...a platonic ideal when it 
comes to Wisconsin bars, and Anker Inn is 
almost it. time-worn wood panelling abso-
lutely everywhere? Check. Fried cheese 
curds on the menu? Hell, that’s the freebie 
center square when playing Wisconsin Bar 
Bingo. Packers and Badgers well repre-
sented? Oh, yes. On the premises AnD on 
their website. this place is so Wisconsin, 
you wouldn’t trust it to drive your car. 
Just kidding. everyone except Dubu-
quers know that Dubuquers are the worst 
drivers. My door’s still open to fights.

What I love most about Anker Inn is 
how it started. R.J. and Jamie Duvall hail 
from Kansas City, which you may recog-
nize as one of America’s barbecue Mec-
cas. Don’t go there expecting a perfect 
example of Kansas City-style barbecue. 
It’s certainly heavily influenced by KC 
BBQ, with tangy tomato-based rubs, 
sauces, and flavors, but R.J. has a sassy 
style of his own he’s honed over countless 
occasions entertaining friends and family. 
I love that. the Duvall’s were sO well-
known for being the ones among their 
friends and family that would do the cook-
ing and entertaining that they took their 
love of entertaining and opened a res-
taurant. I love to cook for my friends and 
family, too. But no way in hell would I have 
the guts to try and open a restaurant. 
so the Duvalls were kind of my heroes 
before I even took a bite of their food.

then I took a bite of their 
food. not all heroes wear capes. 

some of them cook food low and 
slow over hardwood smoke.

Whenever I get barbecue, I always lead 
with the pork ribs. Anker Inn may be 100 
percent Wisconsin, and the Duvalls may 
be 100 percent Kansas City, but I’m 100 
percent Iowa. so forks up, pork’s up, yo.

Oh, my gosh I love these pork ribs. 
What doesn’t fall off the bone scrapes 
clean off with the merest bite. that’s my 
ideal. I love barbecue enough that I don’t 
neeD sauce. I can hang. But to me, being a 
purist isn’t a culinary virtue. Bring me some 
sauce. Bring me some of the tangy “sweet 
and sassy sauce” from Anker Inn. (unless 
I have the ingredients to make my own 
family’s sauce. But this column isn’t about 
me.) the tanginess, sweetness, spiciness 
you expect from KC barbecue but with 
some sassiness to it. I don’t know where 
Anker Inn sources their sass, but it makes 
for a damn fine sauce. But! If you are a 
barbecue purist, rest assured that Anker 
Inn does the responsible and consider-
ate thing and serves the sAuCe On tHe 
sIDe. they capitalize that on their online 
menu because it’s important to note.

the second test (and I only have two) 
is the brisket. nothing encapsulates the 
barbecue notion of “meat candy” better 
than barbecue brisket. Mostly because, 
as an Iowa boy, I don’t mess with brisket 
much on my own, brisket is kind of out 
of my comfort zone. But I’m here to tout 
the virtues, folks. Don’t be afraid to get 
you some brisket, especially at Anker Inn. 
those wonderful slices cut with a fork 
and take the sweet and sassy sauce just 
as well and maybe even better than the 
pork ribs or pulled pork. I said what I said.

speaking of pulled pork. Holy pig, you 
guyz. Do not let yourself fade from this 
world without trying Anker Inn’s pulled 
pork mac n’ cheese. Gone are the days 
when your only meat-based accompani-
ment to mac n’ cheese is a cut-up hot dog. 

CoLuMnIsts
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For quite some time now restaurants of all price points 
have taken to adding some of their best victuals to mac 
n’ cheese and creating something even more amazing. 
think lobster mac n’ cheese, for an example. now take 
that lobster mac n’ cheese you’re thinking about and 
forget it. It’s a terrible example compared to Anker Inn’s 
pulled pork mac n’ cheese. We’re talking white ched-
dar macaroni topped with smoked pulled pork, bacon 
and deep-fried onion straws with a drizzle of sweet 
and sassy bbq sauce. It’s important that they specify 
that it’s white cheddar macaroni because they also 
have yellow mac n’ cheese. Both the white and yellow 
versions are available as a side. Wisconsin, am I right?

As far as the other sides, it’s what you’ve come to love 
and expect from any barbecue joint. Bear in mind that 
due to COvID-19 they’re working with a limited menu, but 
you’re still going to get your baked beans, coleslaw, pasta 
salad, potato salad, etc. the usual delicious suspects.

they weren’t serving it both times I’ve gone but 
some day down the scenic road, you may wonder 
what they offer for dessert. I don’t think I need 
to say more than “deep-fried twinkie” do I? Get 
your fair fare without the fair...at a fair price!

the bathrooms. I’ve kind of missed reviewing 
restaurant bathrooms for you guys. It’s so good to be 
back. you won’t likely use them if you’re just pick-
ing up, but if you know Wisconsin bars, you know 
what the bathrooms are like at Anker Inn. Clean but, 
since the building is older, it’s not pristine. It’s not a 
Wisconsin bar unless you wonder whether the person 
who installed the paneling and linoleum is still alive. 
But it’s still in good condition so they must have done 
a good job, right? All in all? I’d pee there again.

Also, if you haven’t taken the Cassville Car 
Ferry, I strongly recommend you do that on your 
way to Anker Inn. We talked to the Duvall’s son 
on the ferry. He seems a good dude. everybody 
at Anker Inn seem to be really good dudes.

summer is about barbecues, getting on the water, and 
getting in the car and going somewhere. Anker Inn gives 
you the opportunity to do all that on a COvID-19 scale.

Get you some. n

ANKER INN SMOKEHOUSE
11008 WI-133, CASSVILLE, WI
608-725-5514
THEANKERINN.COM
Hours: thu–Mon: 4–9 PM; tue–Wed: Closed

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DAnny DOesn’t tAKe CRAP FROM 

nOBODy, But He’ll tAKe FOOD FROM 

AlMOst AnyBODy. IF yOu WAnt tO 

FIGHt DAnny, OR FeeD HIM nOM-nOMs, 

eMAIl HIM At DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

PINEAPPLE-
PLANKED 
SALMON
BY HY-VEE NUTRITIONISTS MEGAN 
HORSTMAN (ASBURY) AND AMY 
CORDINGLEY (LOCUST)

When you hear the word “plank,” your mind may 
jump to everything from exercises to pirate ships 
to wooden grilling planks and beyond. But did you 
know that fruit can also serve as a plank for grill-
ing? that’s right—pineapple, oranges and even 
lemons can be used as a plank for grilling! this 
tasty and tropical take on planking might just end 
up being your new favorite go-to this summer.

What are the main differences between wood 
plank grilling and grilling on fruit as a plank? When 
wood planks are used for grilling, they need to be 
soaked ahead of time. using fruit as a plank does 
not require soaking ahead of time. Meanwhile, it 
adds bright, tangy flavor to meat and seafood. 

Pineapples are a great source of vitamin C and 
manganese. vitamin C supports our immune system, 
and it also plays an important role in iron absorption. 
Consuming pineapple or another source of vitamin 
C when also eating a source of iron, such as red 
meat or spinach, helps optimize absorption. Manga-
nese is a nutrient that is perhaps less talked about, 
but can help promote healthy skin and cartilage. 

Fruit-plank grilling fits well with protein options 
such as salmon or chicken breast. If you choose to 
do it with salmon, consider leaving the skin on for 
grilling. From a cooking perspective, having the skin 
on can help hold the salmon fillet together while 
cooking. you can choose to remove it after cook-
ing. However, the skin has the highest concentration 
of heart-healthy omega-3 fat found in the salmon. 
so if you’re open to trying the skin, there is some 
benefit to it. you’ll still get some omega-3s from 
the salmon, though, if you prefer to take it off.

If you choose a fruit with a peel such as an orange 
or a lemon to use as a plank, make sure to wash the 
fruit before cutting the slices. Anything on the peel 
enters the fruit once you cut it, so washing beforehand 
is important. this still applies when you’re grilling it. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

PINEAPPLE-PLANKED SALMON
MAKES 4 SERVINGS

INGREDIENTS
• 1 (1-lb) skin-on wild 

salmon fillet 
• ½ cup purchased 

ponzu sauce 
• 1/3 cup honey
• ¼ cup pineapple juice
• 4 cloves garlic, minced 
• 1 tbsp grated fresh ginger 

• 1 tbsp unsalted butter 
• 1 fresh pineapple, 

peeled, cored and cut 
into ¼ - to ½-inch rings 

• Sliced green onions, 
for garnish 

• Sesame seeds, for garnish

DIRECTIONS
1. Pat fish dry; place in a shallow dish. Combine ponzu sauce, 

honey, pineapple juice, garlic and ginger. Reserve ½ cup. Pour 
remaining mixture on salmon. Cover and refrigerate 30 minutes. 

2. Preheat a charcoal or gas grill with greased grill rack for direct 
cooking over medium-high heat. Transfer reserved ponzu mixture 
to a saucepan; bring to boiling. Remove from heat; stir in butter. 

3. Grill 9 pineapple slices for 2 minutes. Turn slices over; arrange 
to form plank for salmon. Drain salmon; pat dry. Place, skin side 
down, on pineapple plank. Grill 15 to 20 minutes or until fish 
flakes with a fork (145 degrees F), brushing with sauce after 10 
minutes. Let stand, covered, 5 minutes. Discard charred pine-
apple. Grill remaining pineapple until slightly charred, brushing 
with remaining sauce. Garnish salmon with green onions and 
sesame seeds, if desired. Serve with glazed pineapple. 
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GO SLOW
BY MATT BOOTH

The world around us has changed radically since 
March and continues to do so daily. I sometimes 
struggle trying to comprehend the velocity of 
change we experience on a minute-by-minute 
basis or the eff ects this barrage of information 
and unfi ltered stimulation has upon us. As I listen, 
talk, and think about the pandemic, I wonder how 
we will come out of this storm. As it turns out, 
many people have been enjoying the simpler, 
less hectic lifestyle forced upon us by quarantine 
and are considering how they can continue this 
slowdown. This talk of slowing down reminded 
me of our business trip in December to Belize. 
More specifi cally, the little island of Caye Caulker.

I was hired to do attitude speaking/training 
programs for the best credit union in Belize. 
My wife, Joie, and I toured the country as we 
met and spoke with credit union employees. 
We fell in love with Caye Caulker! It is a small 
Caribbean island off  the coast. “Go slow” is the 
motto of Caye Caulker, and its people take it 
seriously. There are “go slow” businesses and 
signs all over the small island. I was even told 
by a shop owner to walk slower one afternoon.

It was fun to adopt their “go slow,” soak up 
the sunshine and move at the speed of molasses 
attitude on our trip. This was a drastic change of 
pace from my normal style. For over 30 years, I’ve 
worked and played at a neck-breaking speed. Work 
hard, play hard as the saying goes. The thought 
of going slowly made me uneasy and has always 
suggested retirement someday in the distance.

I fell in love with the “go slow” mindset. 
This philosophy emphasized cherishing simple 
pleasures, spending time with loved ones, and 
enjoying a slow, relaxed pace of life. I want 
to make each day count without jamming 
everything possible into my Google calendar. 
What is wrong with taking time for leisure and 
enjoying meals? “Go slow” is doing what truly 
matters and engaging with people and events 
that I value and bring joy and happiness.

This business trip was not intended to be a life-
altering pilgrimage, but it scratched at my soul. It 

became obvious the simple life was slipping away 
from me in my quest to know more, to do more, to 
be more. The price I was paying was losing sight 
of the meaning and purpose of my own unique 
ordinary life. I committed to carrying the “go slow” 
perspective back home after our trip. I wanted life 
to be diff erent. I did not want to go back to normal. 
I wanted to create a new normal for our family.

Unfortunately, it didn’t stick. On 
the contrary, I jumped right back into 
the familiar, comfortable rat race.

Then, quarantine happened. Everything on 
my calendar canceled. COVID-19 forced me to “go 
slow” and embrace each day for the potential it 
holds. I now understand, for the fi rst time, that no 
matter what plans we make for the days, weeks, 
and years ahead, it is very simply today that ulti-
mately creates our experience and shapes our life.

It is your life. Don’t be afraid to “go slow.” 
Don’t be ashamed to take a breather, a 
moment to relax, and count your blessings. 
Caye Caukler, the tiny island in Belize exudes 
happiness and tranquility. “Go slow” truly is 
the perfect motto for the island and possibly a 
perfect motto for coming out of a storm. n

CHECK YOUR ATTITUDE
Keeping a positive attitude in an ever increasingly 
negative world is a diffi  cult task. You will run into 
problems and obstacles daily. Bad crap happens; 
it’s called life. To keep a positive attitude when the 
bad stuff  happens, avoid criticism. Especially in 
public. It is easy to criticize and diffi  cult to undo the 
damage caused by criticism. Criticism mostly has 
the eff ect of making the person justify his wrong 
action, rather than to remedy the situation. How 
does your stomach feel when someone asks you, 
“Can I give you some constructive criticism?” Please 
give feedback so corrections can be made and avoid 
criticism. A proven strategy to Check Your Attitude is 
to avoid criticism. Check Your Attitude enough and 
you won’t have to worry about Covering Your Butt!

MATT BOOTH
ARe yOu ACtIve In A stAte OR nAtIOnAl AssOCIAtIOn tHAt HIRes sPeAKeRs? 

MAtt ReGulARly DOes KeynOte sPeeCHes AnD BReAKOut seMInARs 

(vIRtuAlly AnD In-PeRsOn) FOR AssOCIAtIOns tHROuGHOut nORtH AMeRICA. 

MAtt Is A CsP (CeRtIFIeD sPeAKInG PROFessIOnAl). tHe CsP Is tHe sPeAKInG 

InDustRy’s InteRnAtIOnAl MeAsuRe OF PROFessIOnAlIsM. tHeRe ARe 686 CsPs In tHe 

WORlD AnD One OF tHeM lIves In DuBuQue. COnneCt WItH MAtt tODAy tO HAve HIM 

sPeAK At yOuR neXt COnFeRenCe, CAll 563-590-9693 OR eMAIl MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“DON’T BE DISTRACTED BY CRITICISM. REMEMBER, THE ONLY TASTE OF SUCCESS 

SOME PEOPLE HAVE IS WHEN THEY TAKE A BITE OUT OF YOU.” —ZIG ZIGLAR

dubuque.lib.ia.us
360 W 11th St, Dubuque • 563-589-4225

LEARN 110+ LANGUAGES FROM HOME, 
IN THE LIBRARY, OR ON THE GO–
FREE WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD!

AN E-BOOK COLLECTION FOR KIDS K-6–
FREE WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD!



DUBUQUE365.COM Issue #367 July 9–July 22, 2020 365INK MAGAZINE COluMnIsts  23

Columnists 

GILGAMESH…
GESUNDHEIT!!
BY BOB GELMS

the story of Gilgamesh is the old-
est epic poem recounting human 
exploits in all of recorded history. 
It runs about 3,000 lines of dense 
poetry. It is 1,000 years older than the 
Bible, and it tells the story of the flood 
and the ark which was lifted, in some 
cases, word for word and appears in 
the Old testament and the torah.

Gilgamesh takes his place with the 
ancient heroes Beowulf, Odysseus, 
Aeneus, and Cu Chulainn (koo-hull-in) 
the great Irish epic hero. there is one 
gigantic and meaningful difference 
between Gilgamesh and all the others. 
While the others are literary constructs 
born in the minds of supremely talented 
men or groups of men, Gilgamesh was 
a blood and bone human. He actually 
lived and was a king in what we now 
call Mesopotamia. specifically, he ruled 
the sumerian city state in what is now 
southern Iraq called uruk about 2800 
BCe. the ruins of the major city can be 
found in Iraq if you’d like to take a quiet 
peaceful vacation where Americans are 
welcomed with scimitars and daggers.

there have been several translation 
of the epic poem from the original lan-
guage, Akkadian. there have also been 
dreadfully weak attempts to take the 
poem and transform it into a narrative.

then, a miracle happens
One of the four or five great-

est science fiction writers of all time, 
Robert silverberg, steps up to the 
plate and takes a swing at noveliz-
ing The Epic of Gilgamesh. He hits it 
completely out of the park on a fly.

He was extraordinarily careful 
to maintain the structure, the tone, 
characterization, and intent of the 
poem. He modernized the language 
and turned it into a narrative line by 
line. the result is simply outstanding. 
We now have an eminently readable 
version of the Epic of Gilgamesh.

I have read both the poem and 
the novel, and I much prefer the 
novel. Mr. silverberg knew he needed 
a literary device to make the story 
compelling, readable, and fun to 
read. He found just such a device.

Mr. silverberg had Gilgamesh tell us 
his own story in his own word by using 
the first person. We have access to 
Gilgamesh’s thoughts, reasoning, and 
desires. He was very hard on his sub-
jects. He made the work hard building 
defenses for the city. there was a lot of 

grumbling but not too loud because he 
also made them rich and safe. Gilgamesh 
was fierce in battle. He never lost. so, 
nobody messed with uruk. It was almost 
a pastoral existence, but Gilgamesh was 
lonely. the people prayed to the Gods 
to give him a companion. they did.

One day Gilgamesh was riding in 
the forest and came upon a Wild-
man, covered with hair and acting very 
peculiar. His name was enkidu, and 
Gilgamesh befriended him, and enkidu 
slowly became less unusual. eventu-
ally they became friends and had all 
kinds of adventures together including 
a harrowing visit to the underworld.

Inside his heart Gilgamesh was 
unsettled. since he was young, he 
was told that one of his parents was 
human and the other one was a God. 
He thought, therefore, he was a God 
and deserved that kind of existence 
which included immortality. that 
became the driving force of his life.

He came into some information that 
a survivor of the great flood, utnapish-
tim, (yes, that’s where the men writing 
the torah and the men writing the Old 
testament got the story of the flood) 
held the secret. the sage put Gil-
gamesh through a series of tests to earn 
immortality. He failed them all. He spent 
a good deal of time, then, investigat-
ing the various aspects of decadence.

The Epic of Gilgamesh as told by 
Robert silverberg is a rip-roaring 
adventure. As the Brits say, it’s a rip-
ping yarn. It would be easy to change 
their costumes, give em ten-gallon 
hats, six-shooters and have them 
riding into silverado at high noon.

As for Robert silverberg, it took a 
great deal of guts to step out of the 
genre he was so associated with and try 
something like the story of Gilgamesh. 
I am happy to report he succeeded 
beyond anyone’s wildest imagination.

so, from now on, when you hear the 
name Gilgamesh you won’t automati-
cally think someone is sneezing. n

We welcome you to join Statera professionals for 
this on-site wellness retreat, the first since January! 
This event will blend education sessions on 
nutrition, emotions and spirituality with rewarding 
interactive fitness sessions. Our retreat is designed 
to help you understand what life balance means 
for you—mind, body and spirit.
  

Saturday, August 8th, 9:00-11:30am
Lower Level Statera Studio - $35
Class size is capped at 15 and pre-registration is 
required to meet social distancing guidelines.  
Attendees will be entered into a drawing for a door 
prize valued at $75.

Creating A Life In Balance 
ON-SITE Wellness Retreat

stateraintegrated.com - 563 207 8932
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WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?
General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

PUZZLE PAGE
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WHEN SOMEONE CALLS YOU A SHEEP
BY PAM KRESS-DUNN

Do you wear a mask? Good for you! Has someone 
called you a “sheep” for doing so? It’s something that 
is happening to friends and family of mine, and it’s 
very strange. My daughter heard a man who passed 
her in the target parking lot mutter “sheep” a moment 
after they passed. this man was a stranger to her, 
and it struck me as absurdly rude and threatening. 

Is this what we do in this weird, dangerous time? 
Call each other names for doing what the smartest 
doctors and scientists recommend? Does this make 
sense when the number of active COvID-19 cases 
is rocketing ever higher? Is this how we respond 
when our elected officials—more every day—urge 
their citizens to please save themselves from a world 
of hurt by simply donning a little protection?

When the Republican governor of texas issues an 
edict that not only requires masks but slaps a fine 
on those who do not wear them, surely even those 
who think this is about Big Government ought to 
pay attention. But it’s become political, heaven help 
us, even though illness doesn’t care how, or if, you 
voted. I give up on that. I can’t stop this ridiculous 
idea that if you wear a mask you’re a damned liberal, 
and if you don’t, you’re a damned conservative. 

My question is, what can you say when some-
one calls you a “sheep”? I’ve been searching for a 
response that does not arouse anger. the people who 
do this are already very angry, very cranky about 
being told to save themselves, although they don’t 
call out “sheep” to people stopping at red lights, 
wearing seat belts, stowing their tray tables before 
take-off, or any number of things we are either taught 
to do by our parents or required to do by law. 

no, what I want is something disarming, and I use 
that word purposely. Because it feels like someone who 

calls me a “sheep” because I’m wearing a protective 
mask is itching for a fight, and just might have a pistol 
in their pocket. I want them to stop and think. lack-
ing that, I want them to see this name calling as silly. 

I could reply: “Good morning/afternoon!” or “Beauti-
ful day!” or “We sure need this rain!” or “you take care, 
hon!” or “Desperate times call for desperate measures!”

I want my response to carry not a trace of sarcasm. 
I don’t want them to know they’ve gotten under my 
skin. It needs to be funny, or sweet, maybe sort of baf-
fling. (A big smile won’t help unless you’re wearing a 
clear face shield, and good luck with that.) It’s tricky. 
you don’t want to laugh at them, but with them. you 
could pretend you misunderstand and think they are 
on your side by saying, “I know! Isn’t this virus crazy?”

you could also—I’m not promoting this, but you 
could try it—cough loudly. My daughter did that 
accidentally; she really did need to cough, and 
a woman glaring at her mask jumped a foot. 

the best response might be no response, but it’s 
unsettling to feel picked on. name calling is bully-
ing. I’ve thought of calling back, “lemming!” you 
know, those animals that run wild and free until they 
come to a cliff and plunge into the sea to drown. 
But I don’t want to stoop to being a bully myself. 

When I start to think about the kind of people 
who would call a complete stranger a “sheep,” I 
think of them as the other, as “those people,” which 
only makes the divide in our country wider. We 
can judge them when we talk about it later with 
our friends, bemoan their lack of sense, their self-
defeating refusal to believe what doctors say, even 
though they’re not afraid to call an ambulance when 
their hearts go sideways. But trying to change 
their minds in the moment is next to impossible. 

Online, I looked up “what to say when someone 
calls you a sheep,” and found posts about the Church 
of the latter Day saints, of all things. One Mormon 
leader wrote, “When someone calls you a sheep 
because you follow a leader, that could be good or 
bad. It depends on the leader.” Jesus called himself a 
shepherd, after all, and nobody seemed to object. 

then I had it. What would happen if, when somebody 
says “sheep” when he sees you wearing your nice cot-
ton mask, you replied calmly, “yes, and the lord is my 
shepherd”? How can they argue with that? Wouldn’t 
that be something even a total jerk might find kind of 
sweet, or bewildering enough to give them pause? 

I don’t know. People deride each other’s reli-
gions all the time, after all. the Mormon who wrote 
that article said, “When somebody calls me a 
‘sheep,’ I say, ‘thank you.’” you could call that turn-
ing the other cheek, something else Jesus recom-
mended. He also overturned the tax collectors’ tables 
at the temple. He was pretty radical. Maybe we 
should order masks emblazoned with “WWJD?” 

now I’m kind of hoping somebody calls me a 
“sheep,” so I can try out one of these responses. But 
I will try to say it with a little chuckle, like we’re all in 
this together, mask or no mask. Because we are. you 
and me and that mean guy in the parking lot. n

PAM KRESS-DUNN
PAM BelIeves tHAt IF sHe DOesn’t 

WRIte ABOut It, It DIDn’t HAPPen. sHe 

WOulD lOve tO HeAR yOuR OPInIOn 

On AnytHInG sHe WRItes, OR, ReAlly, 

AnytHInG At All, At PAM2617@YAHOO.COM
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DEAR GWEN,
I need a good cry. Nothing seems to do it for me. 
Any suggestions?
—Yours, Dry-eyed on Duggan Drive

DEAR DRY-EYED ON 
DUGGAN DRIVE,
HOOO boy, you came to the right place. Last 
night I watched Sutton Foster tap dance 
and I hysterically cried for 20 minutes.

But crying is an art, and artistry must be 
cultivated. Gateway sobfests for me (that might 
work for you, too): that scene in Mighty Joe 
Young where the Ferris wheel falls on the gorilla; 
when someone waves to me and I wave back, 
only to realize they weren’t waving at me at all, 
sending me into a spiral about mortality and 
the unimportance of my existence in the grand 
scheme of history; pictures of space; when the 
music swells to a big crescendo in a Subaru 
commercial; consuming any media I loved as a 
child, like Big Comfy Couch, and realizing that 
the last time I heard Lunette read Molly a story, 
I didn’t have to know what a credit bureau was; 
eating a really, really good donut (may only apply 
if you have food allergies); The Little Princess.

Lemme stop here, though. That should be at the 
top of the list. It’s arguably the saddest movie 
on the planet, and I was allowed to watch it at, 
like, eight years old. Not only does this kid think 
her dad dies in the war, she is forced into child 
labor, and then when she fi nds her dad alive, he 
DOESN’T REMEMBER HER. Case closed, y’all. 
Get your cry on. Damn, though, I shouldn’t have 
been allowed to watch that movie. Frankly, I still
shouldn’t be allowed to watch that movie.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
There isn’t one particular issue I’m coming to you 
about, it’s just mostly that I’m so isolated I’ve 
been unreasonably fi xated on my fl aws. I wake up, 
work from home, water my plants, occasionally 
make it down to Monk’s for a coff ee, and ruminate 
on all the reasons I’m by myself in this apartment. 

Most of the reasons are so superfi cial (I feel ugly), 
but some of them are very big (I feel unlovable).

It’s looking like I’ll be home with myself for the 
next while, so I need to fi gure out how to cope. 
I know you’re not a therapist, but I’ve read your 
column for a long time, and I know you know how 
this feels. How can I get myself out of the self-hate 
funk?
—Sincerely, Sad Sack Sam

Dear Sad Sack Sam,

First of all, you’re right! I’m not a therapist. Jobs 
in healthcare require things called credentials, of 
which I have none. Second of all, you’re wrong! It 
sounds like you’ve created a lot of false narratives 
about yourself. Third of all, you’re right again! I am
a sad and perpetually lonely wallower to the point 
where I have spent days in cold bathtub water, 
staring at the ceiling. I did that last week! Multiple 
times in quarantine I have accidentally opened my 
front-facing camera and literally groaned at my 
own image. Today I woke up knowing I would be 
unproductive, so I watched two entire seasons of 
Jeopardy and researched actual clown college.

My go-to at my saddest is articles and podcasts 
about cereal. And I’m not dropping the name 
of this podcast for money, we all know I don’t 
sell out for anybody. I’m a soul skater, I’m not 
team X-Blades. But my favorite cereal podcast 
is called The Empty Bowl and it’s two dudes 
talking quietly about cereal while ocean sounds 
play in the background. Vapid, useless content 
without any emotional labor required is my 
personal key to self care. A blog about cereal 
or a lateral move to something as empty and 
meaningless (and historically incoherent) 
as this advice column might be yours.

So I’ll keep trying to be a funny chump for you, 
I’ll keep trying to stay on brand, despite how 
incredibly not funny the entire planet is right now.
—xoxo Gwen

Columnists 

Good Advice
Gwen Danzig’sw w

GWEN BEATTY
GWen BeAtty Is A sORORIty DROPOut 
AnD CRyBABy, ReADy AnD WIllInG 
tO BOss yOu AROunD. IF yOu WAnt 
tO tell HeR sHe’s PRetty, eMAIl 
GWEN@DUBUQUE365.COM.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

GeneRAl BOB Is At tHe DIAMOnD JO CAsInO PARKInG lOt

fl oatandfl ywellnessstudio.com
563-585-1227
1344 Locust St, Dubuque, IA
Open Tuesday & Thursday–Sunday

Book a free consultation to see if 
we can help you catch your breath.

NEED TO BREATHE?
Now off ering a six week stress relief program
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Columnists 

ARIES
(MAR 21–APR 19)
Do you feel like having an adventure? 

If so, it might be the perfect time to 3D print 
action figures of yourself in different stages of 
grief and then act out what the world might 
be like if they hadn’t cancelled Community.

TAURUS
(APR 20–MAY 20)
Today is a good day to surprise 

a close friend with good news, a small 
gift, or all of the stuff you’ve pulled out 
of their trash for the past five years. 

GEMINI
(MAY 21–JUNE 20)
Lately, more people around you 

differ in their beliefs from yours, so make sure 
everyone knows where you stand when it 
comes to your right to bring in a shaker bottle 
full of dried, ground up beetles into a Chuck 
E. Cheese and demand they sprinkle some 
into the sauce when making your pizza.

CANCER
(JUNE 21–JULY 22)
For the best time possible, 

try showing off the qualities that make 
your friends different and unique. For the 
worst time possible, try being yourself.

LEO
(JULY 23–AUG 22)
On one hand, you’ll want to take 

part in social activities where you can safely and 
securely meet new people, but on the other hand, 
you really want to dig a tunnel to the center of 
the earth and live there in complete isolation.

VIRGO
(AUG 23–SEP 22)
You should put yourself into 

situations where you can take a greater leadership 
role, such as the head of a gardening society 
or the organizer of an illegal fight club. If you 
have the energy at the end of your busy days, 
try learning how to massage your pancreas 
from inside and outside of your body.

LIBRA
(SEP 23–OCT 22)
The stage is set for your relationships 

to improve and mature in ways you had never 
dreamed of as an immature detriment to 

society. If possible, try planning something 
unique with that someone special and then 
blowing it off at the last second to sit in your 
garage smoking cigarette butts you found at 
the beach and texting that special someone 
1,000 times asking if everything is all cool and 
burdening them with the task of forgiveness.

SCORPIO
(OCT 23–NOV 21)
Your lucky number is the Fibonacci 

sequence forwards, then backwards, then 
inside out, then outside in, then divided 
by the original Fibonacci sequence and 
multiplied by your age times every other 
number in the Fibonacci sequence.

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 22–DEC 21)
It could cause you some unnecessary 

grief to spend so long making decisions when you 
could just start hyperventilating to the rhythm 
of Stevie Wonder’s “Heaven Is 10 Zillion Light 
Years Away” any time you’re forced to decide 
which shoe to put on first in the morning.

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22–JAN 19)
Try putting off any major purchases 

or investments until you can afford to eat 
something that hasn’t washed up in the river, 
especially the stuff from fast food chains up 
north that we don’t even have around here.

AQUARIUS
(JAN 20–FEB 18)
Your focus on your health and 

well-being, thankfully, includes spoonfuls 
of microwaved mashed potatoes and mini 
marshmallows cooked on the stovetop for 20 
second and slid down your throat like your 
tongue trying to take over your body.

PISCES
(FEB 19–MAR 20)
Simplicity is the key. 

Unfortunately, there’s no key hole.

RYAN WERNER
RyAn WeRneR Is A PROFessIOnAl sPeAKeR, 
AttItuDe eXPeRt AnD PROBleM sOlveR. 
He enGAGes, enteRtAIns AnD eDuCAtes 
AuDIenCes AROunD tHe WORlD.




