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What a difference two weeks makes. I feel a
whole lot better. Still sore, still slow. I’d say I’m
not winning any foot races, but since I wasn’t
winning any foot races before anyway, that’s not
much of a bellwether for returning health. I think
the biggest hurdle of happiness for me was being
able to sleep on my side again. SWEET RELIEF!
What does it feel like? Well, the scar is kinda
rough and scaly thanks to dissolving stitches
that have not dissolved yet. But moreover, it
kind of feels like I have a sign bolted to my belly.
You know, like the kind of sign you picture when
someone says they’ve “hung out their shingle.”
Tight and sore as if I literally had bolts in my belly
but also a pulling sensation when I stand up as
if that sign sticking out is pulling on the bolts.
Weird sensation. But less and less everyday.
By the way, for those just joining the
story… kidney cancer… kidney removed
before Christmas right out the ol’ front
door… no more cancer… bring on 2019.
Jan. 2 arrived and it meant time to go back to
work. But that’s okay, I think I have watched all of
Netflix, even Bird Box, so it was definitely time. I will
say recovery entertainment was decidedly helped
by the cozy recliners at Phoenix Theaters. I saw three
movies in a week. I pretty much stayed in bed for
two days after arriving home, but eventually boredom got the best of me, and with mom and other
family bringing me food and my in-laws (I actually
have great in-laws) coming down to cook a little and
make life easier all around, it made life a lot easier.
I survived!
What does that mean exactly? Because
plenty of people have referred to me being a
cancer survivor recently and the title doesn’t
feel quite right. I feel like I cheated. What
does it mean to be a cancer survivor?
So many people I know and love have survived
cancer. But unlike me they really earned their cape.
They didn’t just survive cancer. They fought and beat
cancer. They did it the hard way. The knock-down,
drag-out, fight of your life kind of surviving cancer. I
neither fought it nor beat it. I did an end around and
showed it the door before it ever got around to making me pay the prolonged price for it being there. So
am I a hypocrite for calling myself a cancer survivor?
Should I not have to endure weeks or months
of treatments that make me sick and weak? Chemo
that makes me lose my appetite or radiation
that makes me lose my hair to be a true survivor.
Should I not have to live with the fear that it’s going
to show up again they next time I have a CT scan?
In my case, it appears that they got all of
it in one fell swoop. It was fully contained, but
they took a bunch of lymph nodes out just for
good measure. Final pathology shows nothing
but good news. No need for chemo or radiation
because, well, there’s nothing left to radiate.
So am I off scoff free? Am I a cancer cheater?
I felt for a while like I was. I don’t think I’ll ever
use the words “fight” or “beat” because my cancer
journey didn’t really include a battle, unless you
count my fight to fart the first time after surgery.
However, am I a survivor? Yes. You damn right
I am. I didn’t suffer for months, but I did for days
and I’ve got some sweet scars to show for it. I did,

after all, give up an entire bodily organ to the disease. That bastard tried to kill me! So I think I paid
some dues. I don’t think cancer has a certain bar
height you need to clear in order to get into the
club. I promise you, the first time you hear you
have cancer, the fear is a real as it gets. And until
you find out that there is a very real and likely
path back into the light, that fear is palpable.
The time between knowing you have cancer and
finding out it hasn’t spread is life-alteringly sickening. It’s weight that presses you down and makes
it hard to concentrate on much else, even though
you need to. And you need to without showing the
rest of the world that you just had a bomb dropped
on you, or at least that’s how I handled it. You hope
for the best, but you also start considering having
to plan for the worst. I didn’t even really have a
moment of feeling sorry for myself or worry abut
dying. The very first thing I thought about was my
wife and what would happen to her if I was gone. I
thought about 365ink and Kristina and how I make
sure they are both taken care of. I though about
what happens to a massive Toys For Tots organization that I run that sees to the needs of 5,000 kids.
I guess I got to the “you’re not going to die from
this” prognosis from my doctor in Dubuque before
I had enough time to get around to thinking about
me. But I faced the reality of death. I danced with
devil in the pale moonlight for a short time but long
enough to know the fear that anyone with cancer
feels. I just got to wake up from the nightmare. We
all have hope, and hope is healthy. Hope backed
by a doctor saying you’re going to be fine is even
better. My heart goes out to anyone who gets a different answer than me and has to continue to hold
that brave face in ongoing fear for your mortality. It
has to be as draining as the treatments themselves.
These people are my new heroes. That is bravery.
And even if my other kidney is perfectly
good and there is no sign or reason to believe
that this will ever come back, if you think I
won’t hold my breath after every follow-up
exam for the rest of my life, you’re nuts. I’ll
sweat it out right up until I hear the all clear.
When you tell younger people you have cancer, they are scared for you. When you tell older
people, half of them shrug and are like, “yeah,
been there.” Survivors are all around you. And
more and more each year, cancer is less of the
boogeyman than it once was. I look forward to
the day where we all can hear doctors say, “you’re
going to be just fine,” when we hear the “C” word.
So maybe I’m not the starting quarterback in
the team of cancer survivors. Maybe I’m the third
string kicker riding the bench, but I’m on the team.
You damn right I’m on the team. I cleared the bar to
make the team, and perhaps that puts me in a special position to better understand the pressure that
the starting quarterback is under. So for all of you
first string cancer fighters out there, I’m your biggest fan, from right here on the sidelines with you. I
am in awe of your strength and tenacity in the face
of fear, pain and illness, while at the same time,
never ever wanting to be in the starting lineup
ever again myself. I’m so very grateful to hang
up my jersey and pick up my pom poms. I’ll look
terrible in the skirt, but I hear chicks dig scars. n
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DUBUQUE FIGHTING
SAINTS
HOCKEY
VS LINCOLN: SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 @ 7:05 PM

VS MADISON: SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 @ 3:05 PM
VS WATERLOO: FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE COMMUNITY ICE CENTER (1800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)
The 2018–2019 Dubuque Fighting
Saints season is underway! Celebrate
at Our House with fun for the whole
family. All home games take place at
Mystique Community Ice Center on
Chaplain Schmitt Island in Dubuque.
Mothers are invited to join the
game on Jan. 12 against the Lincoln
Stars. It’s exactly four months away
from Mother’s Day, so why not get
a head start in celebrating mom?
Then the Saints take on the
Madison Capitols on Jan. 13.
Bring the family to Our House on
Jan. 18 when the Saints go head-tohead on the Waterloo Black Hawks. It’s
Family Value Friday, so you can save

over $20 with this package: tickets,
pizza, soda, and Innovation Station
bracelets! Use promo code “family.”
Call the Fighting Saints
at 563-583-6880 or visit
DubuqueFightingSaints.com for
tickets and more information. n

DWIGHT
YOAKAM
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
8 PM @ FIVE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
Country and bluegrass singer-songwriter
Dwight Yoakam returns to the Five
Flags Center on Jan. 17, at 8 p.m.
Yoakam’s most recent album, Swimmin’ Pools, Movie Stars…, features a band
of bluegrass luminaries with a collection
of reinterpreted favorites from his catalogue as well as a cover of Prince’s “Purple Rain.” This album reflects the love
for bluegrass music that he developed
at an early age in Kentucky and that has
inspired him for many years thereafter.
Best known for hits like “Streets of
Bakersfield,” “I Sang Dixie,” and “Ain’t
That Lonely Yet,” this “Honky Tonk
Man” has sold more than 25 million
albums worldwide, and he is a 21-time
nominated, multiple GRAMMY Award
winner. Yoakam has 12 gold albums and
9 platinum or multi-platinum albums,
with 5 of those albums topping Billboard’s Country Albums chart and
4
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another 14 landing in the Top 10. Nearly
40 of Yoakam’s singles have charted
on Billboard, with 14 peaking in the Top
10. He is also the recipient of the Artist
of the Year award from the Americana
Music Association, the most prestigious
award offered by the organization.
In addition to his musical career,
Yoakam is a formidable film and
television actor who has appeared in
over 40 feature films including Sling
Blade and Panic Room. Recently, he
appeared in director Steven Soderbergh’s film Logan Lucky with Channing Tatum and Daniel Craig.
Tickets start at $39.50 and can be
purchased at Ticketmaster.com and Five
Flags Center box office, or charge by
phone at 800-745-3000. Five Flags Center Box office hours are Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
DUBUQUE365.COM
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CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE HERITAGE CENTER!

UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE
HERITAGE
CENTER EVENTS
University of Dubuque Heritage Center is located at 2255 Bennett St. Tickets increase by $5 for purchases on
the day of the performance. Tickets can be purchased Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Heritage Center Farber Box Oﬃce; by phone at 563-585-sHOW; or online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

MILLION DOLLAR
QUARTET
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 @ 7:30 PM
Million Dollar Quartet transports you back in
time on Friday, Jan. 18, at 7:30 p.m. at university
of Dubuque Heritage Center. this tony awardwinning Broadway musical was inspired by the
famous recording session organized by sam
Phillips that brought together rock ‘n’ roll icons
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis,
and Carl Perkins for the first and only time on
Dec. 4, 1956, at sun records in Memphis.
this true story is a both musical and a concert. Million Dollar Quartet brings this legendary night to life, featuring popular hits such as
“Blue suede shoes,” “Fever,” “sixteen tons,”
“Great Balls of Fire,” “I Walk the Line,” “Whole
Lotta shakin’ Goin’ On,” “Who Do you Love,”
“Hound Dog,” and more. this thrilling production brings you inside the recording studio for
an unforgettable night showcasing a score
of rock ‘n’ roll, r&B, and country hits. Mixed
throughout is a tale of broken promises, secrets,
and celebrations both poignant and funny.
a free preshow CyberCafé Knapp stage
concert from 6 to 7 p.m. featuring the Ken
Kilian Jazz Quartet precedes the performance.
tickets are $47–$52 for adults, $42 for
alumni, and $15 for children and students.

LIVE AT HERITAGE CENTER PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

FEMMES
OF ROCK
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 @ 7:30 PM
Winter heats up with Femmes of
Rock starring Bella Electric Strings
on Friday, Feb. 1, at 7:30 p.m.
Experience original material,
a live rock band, video, lights,
choreography, comedy, and more.
Bella Electric Strings have collectively performed with some of
the biggest names in the business
including Beyoncé, Rod Stewart,
and Ricky Martin. They and their
band perform the hits of AC/DC,
ELO, Queen, Led Zeppelin, the
Eagles, Prince, and many more.

6
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Femmes founder Nina DiGregorio
is a classically trained violinist, bass
player, writer/arranger, vocalist, and
pianist, but she is most well known
for her pioneering work on the electric rock violin and being a music
business mogul and entrepreneur.
A free preshow CyberCafé
Knapp Stage concert from 6 to
7 p.m. featuring the Caitlyn Wolfe
Band precedes the Femmes show.
Tickets are $29–$34 for
adults, $24 for alumni, and $15
for children and students.
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SNOW WHITE &
THE
SEVEN DWARFS
AUDITIONS: MONDAY, JANUARY 21 @ 4:15–6:15 PM

PERFORMANCES: SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 @ 10 AM AND 2 PM
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs
is an original musical adaptation
of the classic fairy tale performed
by Missoula Children’s Theatre
(MCT) and a cast of over 50 local
children. The performances are
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Jan. 26.
Students (K–12) are invited to
audition on Jan. 21, from 4:15
to 6:15 p.m. Arrive between
3:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. Some
cast members will be
asked to stay and
rehearse immediately
following the audition. Rehearsals last
through the week from
4:15 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.
daily. Those cast will be
subject to a $25 participation fee (includes

one free show ticket). Children
of UD alumni are subject to a
reduced $15 participation fee.
Tickets are $15 for adults, $13 for
alumni and military, $9 for children
and students, and $4 for a lap seat
for children 3 and under (available
with purchase of an adult ticket).

DUBUQUE365.COM
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WHO DOESN’T LOVE ELMO?

tHu 1/10

Sesame Street Live!
Make Your Magic
10:30 AM, 2:30 PM, AND
6 PM @ FIVE FLAGS

When Justin visits the
neighborhood to put on a
magic show, Elmo wants
to join in. But there’s one
problem: Elmo doesn’t
know how to do magic,
so he teams up with
Justin, Abby, and friends
to practice his trick while
discovering the magical
moments in everyday life!
$17–$67. 563-589-4254.
FiveFlagsCenter.com.

CoolSculpting
Open House

win a free treatment! Refreshments provided. RSVP to
coolsculpting@
mahealthcare.com.Free.1000
LangworthyDr.563-584-3444.
MAHealthcare.com.

Wild Bird
Photography
6 PM @ E.B. LYONS

Join Dubuque Audubon
Society for an exciting
presentation by the
Dubuque Camera Club.
Members Ron Tigges, Kevin
McTague, and Ken Kiss will
share some of their favorite
bird photographs and talk
about the techniques they
apply. Free.

FrI 1/11
Fabulous Fridays
12:05–12:35 PM @
ST. LUKE’S UMC

4:30-6 PM @ MEDICAL

Chris Lane

ASSOCIATES CLINIC

7 PM @ FIVE FLAGS

Discover CoolSculpting during
their live demo with special
event pricing and a chance to

Chris Lane is an American
country music singer and
songwriter. Lane got his
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start in 2007 when he auditioned for American Idol.
He has charted five singles
on the billboard’s Top 40
country charts including
the No. 1 smash “Fix” along
with “Broken Windshield,”
“For Her,” “Take Back
Home Girl,” and his current
single, “I Don’t Know About
You.” Opening for Chris is
Jake Dodds. Presented by
Music N’ More Promotions.
All ages. 563-589-4254.
FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Join Fabulous Fridays for
their first show of 2019.
Bring your lunch and enjoy
music from St. Luke’s Artists:
Dr. Charles Barland, organ;
Ann Duchow, violin; Sue
Hattel, clarinet. The program
is free, but contributions
will be accepted for People
In Need and the church’s
Jesus Fund. 1199 Main St.

Lunch N Learn: Body
Image? OWN IT!
12:10–12:50 PM @ STATERA

Take control of those feelings of doubt and insecurity.
Learn to be proud, walk
tall and love yourself.
Free. 3375 Lake Ridge Dr.
stateraintegrated.com.

Book Discussion
With Author
Catherine Caitlin

may think there is not much
happening in winter in this
unique ecosystem. Come
explore and contemplate the
beauty of the Prairie in
winter. Led by Sr. Meg
Gemar, OSF. Suggested
offering: $15. 3390 Windsor
Ave. 563-583-9786.
osfdbq.org/
canticleofcreation.

Fearless in the
Kitchen
10 AM–NOON @ STATERA

Learn how to take basic
ingredients and turn them
into quick, easy and
delicious meals! This month
features healthy snacks to
serve at your Bowl Party.
$16. 3375 Lake Ridge Dr.
stateraintegrated.com.

7 PM @ HOPE HOUSE

Catherine Caitlin is the
author of Collateral Damage: The Impacts of My
Mother’s Mental Illness On
Me. Catherine shares about
her personal experience
to support the healing and
wellness of others. 1592
Locust St. 563-582-9079.

Dubuque Sports &
Recreation Festival
9 AM–3 PM @
KENNEDY MALL

sat 1/12
Seasons in the
Prairie: Winter
9–11:30 AM @ CANTICLE
OF CREATION CENTER

The Tallgrass Prairie is
constantly changing. You
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This festival is a unique
expo-style event that
promotes different sports
and recreation venues in
the area. The event is also
is a great outlet for local
vendors to showcase their
products and services.
DBQsportsFestival.org.

January 10–January 23, 2019

Meet Author
Kevin Koch
2:30–4 PM @ SINSINAWA
MOUND (SINSINAWA, WI)

Local author Kevin Koch will
read from his newest book.
The Thin Places connects
places in Ireland with places
in the American Midwest’s
Driftless Area along themes
of Celtic spirituality. Koch
teaches creative writing
at Loras College. Freewill
offering. 608-748-4411.
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.
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ICE ICE BABY

ICE
FEST
JANUARY 19–21

10 AM–5 PM @ NATIONAL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM &
AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD ST)
the national Mississippi river Museum
& aquarium will host its premiere winter
event, Ice Fest, Jan. 19-21, with three
days of exciting activities throughout its campus. Presented by Dupaco
Community Credit union, this year’s
Ice Fest features a blend of new and
exciting activities and time-honored
traditions that have made the event
a fixture in the area for 15 years.
snow sculpting, ice harvesting
demonstrations, interactive crafts and
games, and family-friendly activities will
be available throughout Ice Fest, with
additional featured activities each day.
the alaskan Malamutes from Plumery
tails will be on campus Jan. 19, to meet
and greet guests. the Dubuque Curling
Club will allow guests to hit the ice for
interactive demonstrations, and the
Dubuque Fire Department will demonstrate water rescue techniques.
Iowa Public television’s Dan Wardell
will return to Ice Fest for story times
on Jan. 20, with special guest Daniel
tiger from Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood.
KCrG Chief Meteorologist Joe Winters is

8
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scheduled to host a weather lab, and the
Dubuque Fire Department will return to
demonstrate water rescue techniques.
On Jan. 21, ice fishing clinics and
ice skating will be available in the Ice
Harbor. Guests may bring their own
skates. Ice fishing participants must
be under the age of 16. Ice fishing will
be limited and sign-ups will occur on
site on a first come, first serve basis.
Ice Fest, and all of its activities are
included with general admission to the
river Museum and free for members
and those under three. tickets are good
for two days with proof of purchase.
the river Museum’s newest seasonal
exhibit, What’s Bugging Belva?, will be
open, and Wildest Weather in the Solar
System 3D will stream in the 4D theater.
Film tickets are an additional charge.
For tickets and more information, call 563-557-9545 or
visit RiverMuseum.com. n
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THE
NEVERLY BROTHERS
A ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EVOLUTION FROM ELVIS TO THE BEATLES!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19
7 PM @ OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER (1215 E PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA)
Fasten your seatbelts for a guided
musical tour through rock ‘n roll history
with the neverly Brothers on Jan. 19 at
7 p.m. at the Ohnward Fine arts Center.
the neverly Brothers concerts are
a tribute to one of the most exciting
chapters in music history: the birth,
near death and resurrection of rock n’
roll. they play all your favorite rock n’
roll and rhythm & blues hits from the
1950s american pioneers to the 1964
British Invasion groups in an awe inspiring concert that will have you singing,
dancing and thoroughly entertained.
Dressed in period-perfect matching suits from each era and playing
electrifying versions of all your favorites, these rockers have a look and a

sound that will make you feel like you
are witnessing rock history unfold
before your very eyes and ears.
their repertoire consists of showstopping renditions of early hits by
Jerry Lee Lewis, Chuck Berry, Little
richard, Buddy Holly, the Beatles,
the rolling stones, the Kinks, the
Dave Clark Five and many more.
tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at
the door for adults and $13 in advance
or $15 at the door for students. tickets are available at the Ohnward Fine
arts Center. Box office hours are
Monday–Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
to purchase tickets and more information, call 563-652-9815 or visit
OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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CHECK OUT THAT FLEA MARKET!

BEATLES
VS. STONES
A MUSICAL SHOWDOWN

GARY
ALLAN
THURSDAY, JANUARY 24

MONDAY, JANUARY 21
7:30 PM @ FIVE FLAGS CENTER (405 MAIN ST)

The debate between the Beatles and the Rolling Stones has been going on ever since they first
crossed paths on the charts 54 years ago. The argument at the time, and one that still persists, was that
the Beatles were a pop group and the Stones were
a rock band: the boys next door vs. the bad boys of
rock. So who’s better? These two legendary bands
will engage in an on-stage musical showdown at
the Five Flags Theater on Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Taking the side of the Fab Four is Abbey Road, one
of the county’s top Beatles tribute bands. With brilliant
musicianship and authentic costumes and gear, Abbey
Road plays beloved songs spanning the Beatles’ career.
They face off against renowned Stones tribute band Satisfaction—The International Rolling Stones Show, who offer a faithful rendition of
the music and style of Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and the bad boys of the British Invasion.
The Dubuque Senior High School String Quartet will lend some local talent to this homage to the
British Invasion. The quartet includes DSHS senior
Holli Farnum, juniors Olivia Young and Corinne

10
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7 PM @ FIVE FLAGS ARENA (405 MAIN ST)
Scheidecker and sophomore Cecelia Brown. Quartet members belong to prestigious area ensembles
including the Dubuque Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Honor Orchestra Festival at the University of Iowa and the Iowa All-State Orchestra.
During the two-hour show, the bands perform
three sets each, trading places in quick set changes
and ending the night with an all-out encore involving both bands. The band members have their outfits
custom-made, since avid fans know exactly what
the Beatles and Stones wore onstage during different time periods in their careers. There’s a lot of
good-natured jabbing between the bands as well.
“Music fans never had a chance to see the Beatles
and the Rolling Stones perform on the same marquee,”
said Chris Legrand, who plays Mick Jagger. “Now, music
aficionados can watch this debate play out on stage.”
Tickets are $35–$65 and can be purchased at
Ticketmaster.com and Five Flags Center box office,
or by phone at 800-745-3000. Five Flags Center Box
office hours are Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
For more information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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Modern-day outlaw Gary Allan brings his signature
blend of smoldering vocals with rebellious lyrics to the Five Flags Center on Jan. 24 at 7 p.m.
Allan’s latest album, Set You Free, topped the
Billboard 200 Pop Chart, debuted at the top of the
Billboard Country Album Chart (for the fourth time
in a row), and produced his fifth No. 1 country radio
chart topper, “Every Storm Runs Out Of Rain.” The
California native has released nine studio albums with
three back-to-back certified platinum albums and five
gold. Allan has five No. 1 hits at country radio, 14 Top
10 hits to his credit and over 1.8 billion total streams.
He’s described as “dark and dreamy” in Entertainment Weekly, “soulful and rough around the edges” in
Playboy and deemed a “maverick” by Rolling Stone.
He sells out venues as a headliner from NY to LA and
has made numerous late night television appearances.
Tickets start at $36 and can be purchased at
Ticketmaster.com and Five Flags Center box
office, or charge by phone at 800-745-3000.
Five Flags Center Box office hours are Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more
information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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FEED ME

SUN 1/13
Ask the Expert
11 AM–2 PM @ GERHARD’S

The most common hurdle
to jump when starting a
kitchen and bath project
is the uncertainty. Many
homeowners don’t begin
because the process is overwhelming. Gerhard’s and
local designers will help you
navigate the intimidating
waters of your project. 2055
Holliday Dr. 563-556-0900.

Dubuque Area
Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle Network
1 PM @ EB LYONS

Paul Schultz and members
of DARN³ educate and
empower the community
in reducing landfill discards
and divert more currently
landfilled materials to
beneficial uses. 8991 Bellevue
Heights Rd. 563-556-0620.
MinesOfSpain.org.

TUE 1/15
Dubuque Fighting
Saints Blood Drive

Asset Protection
for Seniors

9 AM–1 PM @ MYSTIQUE

5:30-6:30 PM @ BEST

COMMUNITY ICE CENTER

WESTERN PLUS

Dubuque Fighting Saints will
be hosting a lifesaving blood
drive. 1800 Admiral Sheehy
Dr. RedCrossBlood.org.

Join Attorney Thad Murphy
for this free workshop on
wills, trusts, power of
attorneys, asset protection,
Medicaid planning, VA
pension planning, and more.
Free. 3100 Dodge St.
563-265-6971.
PearsonBollmanLaw.com.

Every Day Movie
Night: Happening:
Clean Energy
Revolution
6:30–8 PM @ CANTICLE
OF CREATION CENTER

Happening: Clean Energy
Revolution explores issues of
human resilience, social
justice, embracing the future,
and finding hope for our
survival in the clean energy
era. RSVP requested but not
required by Jan. 11. Freewill
donation. 3390 Windsor Ave.
563-583-9786. OSFdbq.org/
canticleofcreation.

Vision for 2019
Workshop
1:30–4:30 PM @ PRAIRIE
RIDGE OF GALENA
(GALENA, IL)

The New Year is an
opportune time for reflection, releasing, visioning
and setting intentions.
Facilitated by Kate Miller,
Holistic Life Coach. $30. 1
Prairie Ridge Dr, Galena,
IL. 847-204-9350.
MakeAMindfulMark.com.

MON 1/14

Special Olympics
Iowa Winter Games
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
NEAR DUBUQUE

Jan 14–15. More than 400
athletes with intellectual
disabilities from across the
state compete in skiing,
figure skating, snowshoeing,
speed skating, and more.
The Grand River Center,
Sundown, Albrecht Acres,
and Mystique Community
Ice Center will host the
competitions and activities.
DUBUQUE365.COM

THU 1/17

Book Discussion:
The Wolf at Twilight
6:30–8 PM @ SINSINAWA
MOUND (SINSINAWA, WI)

In the second of Kent
Nerburn’s “Neither Wolf Nor
Dog” trilogy, he goes deep
into reservation boardingschool mysteries, the dark
confines of sweat lodges,
and isolated Native homesteads in the Dakota hills.
Facilitated by Ecological
Programming Coordinator Eric Anglada. Freewill
offering. 608-748-4411.
Sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

WED 1/16

Movie Night
@ CarnegieStout: Mid90s
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Directed by Jonah Hill and
starring Sunny Suljic, Mid90s
(2018) is a coming-of-age
comedy-drama about
Stevie, a 13-year-old who
befriends a crew of skateboarders and learns some
tough lessons about race,
class, and privilege. Rated
R. Free. 563-589-4225.

Songwriter
Showcase: Jim Post
and Scott Guthrie
7 PM @ GALENA CFA
(GALENA, IL)

Jim Post is known for his
hit song “Reach Out of the
Darkness” which made the
Billboard Top Ten Pop Charts
in 1968. As a songwriter
Scott Guthrie’s style ranges
from blues and rock to
bluegrass and ballads. Free.
219 Summit St, Galena, IL.
GalenaCenterForTheArts.com.

FRI 1/18

Winter Writers
Series Readings:
Ed Werstein

Beer Pairing Dinner

7 PM @ LIND PAVILION

BREWING CO (GALENA, IL)

Ed Werstein, 2017 Council
for Wisconsin Writers
Lorine Niedecker Poetry
Award Winner, author
of the book A Tar Pit To
Dye In. Refreshments
provided. Free. 411 Commerce St. 608-987-3292.
ShakeRagAlley.com.

Enjoy a four course meal
paired with one of Galena
Brewing Co’s craft brews.
Talk beer, talk history, or
anything else that comes
to the table. Includes a
souvenir glass to keep.
$60. 227 N Main St.,
Galena, IL. 815-275-5231.

5:30 PM @ GALENA
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THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS TOO MUCH WHISKEY

CABIN FEVER
MINI-CON
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26

NOON–5 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT
PUBLIC LIBRARY (360 W 11TH ST)
Bring the whole family to Carnegie-Stout Public Library on Jan. 26 to celebrate your love
of comics, gaming, science fiction, and fantasy! From a fan art contest to a costume contest, and Magic to Mario, there’s something
for everyone at the Cabin Fever Mini-Con.
Fan art contest submissions will be accepted at the
reference desk through Jan. 18. The contest is open to
all ages and can be 2D or 3D in any media but must be
submitted in a physical format. One entry per person.
Registration for the costume contest is
now open! The registration form is available at facebook.com/carnegiestout.
For full contest submissions details
and more information, call the library at
563-589-4225 x2224 or visit dubuque.lib.ia.us. n
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GALENA WHISKEY
WEEKEND
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26

1–3:30 PM AND 5–7:30 PM
@ TURNER HALL (115 S BENCH ST, GALENA, IL)
Sip your way through winter with more
than 175 whiskey offerings at Galena Whiskey Weekend, taking place on Jan. 26 at
the historic Turner Hall in Galena, IL.
The 2019 event features an afternoon tasting
from 1–3:30 p.m. with doors opening at 12:45 p.m.
and an evening tasting from 5–7:30 p.m. with
doors opening at 4:45 p.m. Your tickets includes
the whiskey tasting, heavy hors d’oeuvres,
and a Glencairn Whiskey keepsake glass.
Tickets are $95. Designated driver tickets
are available for $30. Must be 21+ to attend.
For tickets and more information, visit
GalenaWhiskeyWeekend.com. n

Issue #334

HIGH WEST
WHISKEY
TASTING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 31
5–7 PM @ IRON BAR (333 E 10TH ST)

Not sure if you’re a whiskey lover? Head to the
Iron Bar inside the Novelty Ironworks building on Jan. 31 at 5 p.m. to find out!
Sip and savor four types of whiskey with a representative from Constellation Brands. Find some
new High West Whiskeys to love, share and enjoy!
High West Distillery uses high quality ingredients and distill in a tradition copper pot. They take
pride in their unique aged whiskey blends. Their
core products include American Prairie Bourbon,
Double Rye!, Rendezvous Rye, and Campfire.
This is a complimentary tasting. Food
and additional drinks will be available for
purchase. Must be 21+ to attend.
For more information, call 563-855-7006
or visit MillworkMarketplace.com. n

DUBUQUE365.COM
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KUTTLER CAN HELP YOU LOVE YOUR SMILE!

SAT 1/19
Bald Eagle Watch
9 AM @ GRAND
RIVER CENTER

This free family event
celebrates the American
Bald Eagle with live bird
programs and children’s
activities. Hop on the shuttle
from 10 a.m.–3:30 p.m. for
the live eagle watching at
Lock and Dam 11. Free.
563-556-6745.
DubuqueCounty.org.

MON 1/21
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Birthday
Celebration

Mentor Dubuque
Trivia Night

7–10 AM @ GRAND

EVENT CENTER

RIVER CENTER

Teams of 2–10 people will
compete against each other
in answering trivia questions in a variety of topics.
Registration at 6:30 p.m.
and trivia at 7 p.m. Proceeds
benefit Mentor Dubuque.
RSVP. $15/person. 781 Locust
St. 563-845-0768 x1380.
facebook.com/
MentorDubuque.

Keynote speaker Vincent
Bacote, Ph.D. presents “An
Antidote for America’s Agitation.” RSVP by Jan. 14. $25
Adults; $10 for 12 and under.

TUE 1/22
Live Play Reading:
The Lion in Winter

5–10 PM @ UW-P
VELZY COMMONS
(PLATTEVILLE, WI)

This elegant black-tieoptional multigenerational
event includes dinner and a
silent auction with big band
music performed by the full
Ken Kilian Orchestra.
Fundraiser for The Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums. $50.
mining.jamison.museum.

6:30 PM @ JOLIET

(GALENA, IL)

Citizen’s Police
Academy Deadline

The Lion in Winter by James
Goldman tells the story of
King Henry II of England
and his family as they deal
with conflict and ambitions fighting to inherit the
kingdom. $8 suggested
donation. 217 Summit St,
Galena, IL. 779-214-0261.
GalenaCenterForTheArts.com.

The purpose of the Citizen’s
Police Academy (CPA) is to
build a better understanding
between citizens and police
through education. The CPA
does not certify participants
as law enforcement officers.
Find full details and application at the Police Department
or CityOfDubuque.org/cpa.

7 PM @ GALENA CFA

Miners Ball

FRI 1/25

THU 1/24

SAT 1/26

JDIFF Winter
Film Series
6–9 PM @ HOTEL
JULIEN DUBUQUE

Guys in Ties
7:30 PM @ BELL
TOWER THEATER

Award-winning improv
comedy troupe Comedy
Sportz from the Quad Cities
is returning to the Bell
Tower for their 14th year!
This group of professional
improvisational comedians
will bring their unique twist
on improv to Dubuque. All
ages. $20. 2728 Asbury
Rd. 563-588-3377.
BellTowerTheater.net.

Illusions Midwest
Drag Show
9 PM @ SMOKESTACK

Illusions Midwest is back!
Get ready for Realness
from some of the best drag
performers in the Midwest!
21+. $10. 62 E 7th St.
DUBUQUE365.COM

This is the first installment
of the new series that will
feature a cause-related
film and Q&A opportunity.
This month features clips
from work-in-progress
film Needles in the Hay: A
Nation’s Road to Recovery,
a documentary about
America’s opioid crisis. The
film’s director Brett Meyer,
a recovering addict himself,
will be in attendance along
with Misty Barrett, one of
the subjects of the film.
$10. JulienFilmFest.com.

Pechakucha

Pie Day at
River Lights
10 AM–4 PM @ RIVER
LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

In honor of Pie Day, River
Lights will be giving away a
piece of fresh baked pie to
everyone who buys a book.
Mary Purdy from St Luke’s
will be busy baking up all
the goodness. 1098 Main St.

Historic District
Coffeehouse
7–9:30 PM @ UNITARIAN

6:30 PM @ SMOKESTACK

UNIVERSALIST

Hear local stories and
ideas, told in the traditional
PechaKucha 20x20 fastpaced format. PechaKucha
Nights Dubuque are social
events that connect people
through a unique array of
creative and unexpected
personal stories. $5 suggested donation. 62 E 7th
St. Pechakucha.org.

FELLOWSHIP OF DUBUQUE

Musicians can play or poets
can read in a relaxed atmosphere. Listeners can enjoy
a cup of coffee, snacks, and
some “coffeehouse-style”
entertainment. Free-will
donations of canned goods
for the Dubuque Food
Pantry. All ages. Free. 1699
Iowa St. 608-348-5099.
Issue #334
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I’M REALLY BAD AT TRIVA, BUT I’M REALLY GOOD AT EATING FOOD

OPENING
DOORS TRIVIA BOWL
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1
5:30 PM @ GRAND RIVER CENTER
(500 BELL ST)

Kick off Super Bowl weekend with Opening Doors annual Trivia Night on Feb. 1
at the Grand River Center! Doors open
at 5:30 p.m. and trivia starts at 7 p.m.
Gather your team of up to eight players
and test your wits with 10 rounds of trivia
in a variety of categories—not just sports.
Tailgate food favorites including walking
tacos, soda and a full bar will be available
for purchase. Dress in your favorite team
gear! Prizes will be awarded for best costume and for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams.
Advance registration is preferred,
but you can register at the event.

Individuals are $15 or register with a
team of eight for $120. All proceeds
will help fund a new agency van.
Register online or download a registration form at OpeningDoorsDBQ.org.
For more information, call Opening Doors at 563-582-7480. n

AS TIME GOES BY:
A
JDIFF HOLLYWOOD NIGHT
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16
6 PM @ DIAMOND JO CASINO HARBOR ROOM (301 BELL ST)
The Julien Dubuque International
Film Festival will once again put the
“fun” in fundraising with its third
annual gala, set for Feb. 16 in the
Harbor Room at Diamond Jo Casino.
As Time Goes By: A JDIFF Hollywood Night invites you to walk back
through the romance and glamour
of the fabulous forties with a nod to
Casablanca’s Rick’s Café along the
way. Come dressed in 1940s vintage glam attire—reminiscent of the
Bogart, Bergman and Bacall era.
The event includes a silent auction,
live auction, and plated dinner. Peckosh
Pediatric Dentistry will be hosting a
complimentary cocktail hour from 6 to
7 p.m. Dinner will be served at 7 p.m.
Up for auction will be a wide variety
of trips, experiences, art, and more. One
package includes a wine dinner for six
prepared by Hotel Julien Dubuque’s
award-winning Executive Chef Jason
Culbertson served in the Capone Suite.
The winner also will receive a one-night
stay in the suite, plus a one-night stay
in two additional whirlpool suites, and
breakfast for six at Caroline’s Restaurant.
14
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A particularly unique auction offering is the opportunity for one lucky
child to be named the 2019 JDIFF
Kid Reporter, joining JDIFF Executive Director Susan Gorrell for radio
interviews the week of the festival,
recording a commercial for the festival’s Kid’s Day, interviewing red carpet
guests on Awards Night, and more.
Adventures that will be available to
attendees include a day trip for six touring and tasting at some of Iowa’s top
10 wineries, a trolley tour of Dubuque’s
mural art scene starting at Convivium
Urban Farmstead led by Voices Productions, Brazen Open Kitchen + Bar’s Chef
Kevin Scharpf’s dinner for six, along with
more surprises and fun for everyone!
Tickets are $100 per person
and $900 per table of 10. Proceeds directly support JDIFF.
Voted one of the top 50 film festivals
worth the entry fee by MovieMaker Magazine, the eighth annual Julien Dubuque
International Film Festival is set for
April 24–28, in downtown Dubuque.
For more information and tickets, visit
JulienFilmFest.com/2019-gala.html. n
DUBUQUE365.COM
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WAY TO GO JESSICA! YOU DESERVE IT!

STYLE ME
TRANSFORMATION
WINNER
After receiving fifty beautiful nominations for deserving women in our
community, it was not easy to select
a winner. One woman’s story stood
out and she was nominated—twice!
“Jessica Ramaker is my best friend,
has a heart of gold, is always taking care
of others before herself… she’s always
straightened her crown and managed to
get through toughest times like a rockstar. I’ve always admire her strength…
it’s time for something good to be
done for her. She recently lost close to
100 pounds… a makeover would be an
amazing gift to her… something she
deserves more than anyone I know, to

ONGOING

feel amazing about herself, to see herself
the way I see her... absolutely beautiful!”
Congratulations to Jessica Ramaker,
from P.S. Styling, Trendsetters Boutique, Gymkana Blue Salon, Vision
Health Center, P.C., Mae Photography, and 365ink Magazine! n

children’s story format and an interactive garden
setting. Each Saturday features a bug-related
Creature Feature and story time at 1:30 p.m.
Pre-K through 4th grade. RiverMuseum.com.

Theisen’s Wags at the Flags
MOST WEDNESDAYS NOW
THROUGH MARCH 6
4:30–8 PM @ FIVE FLAGS ARENA

Dubuque Winter Farmers Market

This indoor dog park that accommodates both
large and small dogs. The Barka Lounge offers
food and adult beverages for purchase. Rules
closely resemble the City of Dubuque’s dog
park rules. Cleaning supplies will be available.
Dogs that do not reside in Dubuque’s city limits
need to be up-to-date on all immunizations,
de-wormed and wear their rabies tags. $2 of
every admission will be donated to the Dubuque
Regional Humane Society. $5 per dog; free for
humans. 563-589-4254. FiveFlagsCenter.com.

SATURDAYS NOW THROUGH APRIL 27

Dubuque Winter Farmers Market continues
their 12th season. Approximately 35 regional
vendors offer seasonal produce, eggs, meats,
cheeses, honey, maple syrup, baked goods,
and more. Plus hot breakfast options by
Holliberri Icelandics and coffee by Verena
Street Roasters. Free parking is available
in the parking lot on Central Ave. at 11th St.
1101 Central Ave. WinterMarketDbq.com.

What’s Bugging Belva?

Salsa Dance Night—Baile Conmigo

NOW THROUGH APRIL 14

LAST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER

6 PM @ SMOKESTACK

MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Salsa dance lesson with Katie Koerperich.
Bring a partner or come solo, all are welcome.
Free. 62 E 7th St. SmokestackDBQ.com.

Explore Belva’s world as her grandfather shows
her the wonders of being an insect through a

9 AM–NOON @ FORMER COLTS CENTER

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO YOU HAVE A TRI-STATE EVENT THAT YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS?
LET US KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON BY SENDING US YOUR INFORMATION!
EMAIL: EVENTS@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINE SUBMISSION: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT
DUBUQUE365.COM

Issue #334

January 10–January 23, 2019

365INK MAGAZINE Events

15

MOVIE
NEWS
COMING TO
THEATERS
REPLICAS (PG-13)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11

After a car accident kills his
family, a daring synthetic
biologist (Keanu Reeves) will
stop at nothing to bring them
back, even if it means pitting
himself against a governmentcontrolled laboratory, a police task force, and the
physical laws of science.

THE UPSIDE (PG-13)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11

Inspired by a true story, The
Upside is a heartfelt comedy
about a recently paroled
ex-convict (Kevin Hart) who
strikes up an unusual and
unlikely friendship with a paralyzed billionaire
(Bryan Cranston). Based on the hit 2011 French
film The Intouchables.

A DOG’S WAY
HOME (PG)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11

Separated from her owner, a
dog sets off on an 400-mile
journey to get back to the
safety and security of the place
she calls home. Along the way, she meets new
friends and brings comfort and joy to their lives.

GLASS (PG-13)

MOVIE BUZZ
Kevin Smith announced
that he’s begun early
pre-production on his
Jay and Silent Bob
reboot. Smith himself
portrays Silent Bob, the non-speaking stoner
character he originated in his very first feature film
Clerks (1994). Jason Mewes plays Jay, Silent Bob’s
chatty constant companion and fellow pothead.
Disney could reportedly
save $90 million on
their Pirates of the
Caribbean reboot
simply by not bringing
back Johnny Depp to star. Even though the Mouse
House has a ton of riches thanks to its subsidiaries
(Lucasfilm, Marvel, Pixar) and stable of live-action
remakes, the studio is still interested in continuing
the Pirates franchise. In October, they hired Deadpool
writers Rhett Reese and Paul Wernick to pen a script.
DC’s Birds of Prey will
reportedly complete
principal photography
in April 2019 after
starting later this
month. Margot Robbie reprises the role of Harley
Quinn, a part she played to popular acclaim in 2016’s
Suicide Squad. She’s set to play a major part in the
upcoming all-female superhero/antihero movie.
Batman won’t be in it; instead, Robbie will be joined
by Mary Elizabeth Winstead as Huntress and Jurnee
Smollett-Bell as Black Canary. Cassandra Cain will
be played by newcomer Ella Jay Basco.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18

From Unbreakable, Bruce Willis
returns as David Dunn as does
Samuel L. Jackson as Elijah Price,
known also by his pseudonym
Mr. Glass. Joining from Split are
James McAvoy, reprising his role as Kevin Wendell
Crumb and the multiple identities who reside
within, and Anya Taylor-Joy as Casey Cooke, the
only captive to survive an encounter with The
Beast. Following the conclusion of Split, Glass finds
Dunn pursuing Crumb’s superhuman figure of The
Beast in a series of escalating encounters, while the
shadowy presence of Price emerges as an
orchestrator who holds secrets critical to both men.

A new report suggests
Bill Murray and Dan
Aykroyd will cameo in
Zombieland 2.
Zombieland was a
surprise hit back in 2009 about four mismatched
survivors of a zombie apocalypse going on a road
trip to visit an amusement park and having various
adventures en route. The movie is probably best
remembered for Murray’s surprise cameo midway
through, where the survivors crash his mansion and
hang out with the comedy icon. Despite the success
of the film, it’s taken nearly a decade for
Zombieland 2 to come together.

SERENITY (R)

Wonder Woman 1984
star Gal Gadot confirms
the end of filming on
the sequel. Warner
Bros. and DC Films
moved quickly to get a sequel to Wonder Woman
off the ground, after receiving rave reviews and
earning over $800 million at the box office. Chris
Pine will come back as Steve Trevor, despite WW84
taking place decades after the first film. Kristen Wiig
(Cheetah) and Pedro Pascal as an undisclosed villain
also join the cast. Originally set for a November 2019
release, the film is now scheduled for June 2020.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25

Baker Dill (Matthew
McConaughey) is a fishing boat
captain. His ex-wife Karen (Anne
Hathaway) tracks him down,
begging Dill to save her—and
their young son—from her new, violent husband
(Jason Clarke) by taking him out to sea on a fishing
excursion, only to throw him to the sharks. Dill is
thrust back into a life he’d tried to forget. As he
struggles between right and wrong, his world is
plunged into a new reality that is not all that it seems.
16
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365INK IMPACT
AWARDS

NOMINATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8 @ 5 PM
AWARDS CEREMONY: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 @ 7 PM
DIAMOND JO CASINO MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR (301 BELL ST)
the 365ink Impact awards, sponsored
by the Community Foundation of
Greater Dubuque and Premier Bank,
return for the 11th year to the Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo
Casino on tuesday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
Doors open at 6 p.m. the event is
FrEE and everyone (21 and older) is
welcome to attend. there will be hors
d’oeuvres and a cash bar with live
music accenting the evening’s awards.
the mission at 365ink Magazine is to
help connect people to relationships,
opportunities and the best possible
living experiences in our community. and the 365 Impact awards are
designed to honor those who choose
to make the effort to impact the community in the spirit of our mission.
Who wins is not a secret. after
all, we want you to be able to come
down and celebrate your friends
when they take the stage. But picking the winners is always a painful
process. naturally, everyone who gets
nominated is worthy of an award,
but only a select few will win.
But before we make some tough
decisions about who deserves a little
piece of the spotlight this year, we need
to hear about those worthy of recognition for their impact on the tri-states
in 2018. that’s where you come in.
Do you know a person, an organization, or a business who did something
particularly special in 2018 and deserves
a little credit for their efforts? Maybe
someone who’s been knocking it out
DUBUQUE365.COM

of the park year in and year out and
deserves a shout-out just for keeping the bar set high all of these years.
nominate them now for a 365ink
Impact award. It doesn’t matter the
category—they change every year! think
art and music. think community pride
and inclusion. think great spaces and
generous spirits. these are the people
we want to know about. Just tell us
who did what and why it was great.
Fill out the nomination form at
dubuque365.com/impact-awards or
email info@dubuque365.com. Please
include one descriptive paragraph
about why the nominee is worthy.
If they don’t get nominated, they
can’t win, so get on it! nominations
are due by Friday, Feb. 8 at 5 p.m.
the 365 Impact awards are generously sponsored by Premier Bank
and the Community Foundation of
Greater Dubuque. Impact awards
started with artist Gene tully and
have always been handmade by
great local artists ever since.
the event is free to attend. you
must be 21 to attend. It’s a lot of fun
and you will discover amazing things
you never knew about your community. and if you are one of those special
people who make the extra effort to
improve the community around you,
thank you, thank you, thank you!
For a list of previous recipients, the
nomination form, or more information,
visit dubuque365.com/impact-awards
or call 563-588-4365. n
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DUBUQUE HIGH SCHOOL
JURIED
ART SHOW
SHOW: NOW THROUGH JANUARY 31
RECEPTION: THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 @ 6–7:15 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE CENTER
BISIGNANO ART GALLERY (2255 BENNETT ST)
this unique show highlights works
by Dubuque high school students.
the show runs from Jan. 7 through
Jan. 31, and a reception will be held
on thursday, Jan. 24 at 6 p.m.
the art is juried by the students’
art teachers at Dubuque senior High
school, Hempstead High school,
Wahlert High school, the alternative Learning Center. stop out and
see these students shine! n

PHOTO: SCHLEUNING PHOTOGRAPHY

DuBuQuE
syMPHOny OrCHEstra

ULTIMATE
ROCK HITS

VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN GALENA, IL

JANUARY 18 AND 19
8 PM @ DIAMOND JO CASINO MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR (301 BELL ST)
the Dubuque symphony Orchestra
(DsO)’s seventh annual ultimate rock
Hits concert returns to the Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo
Casino Jan. 18 and 19 at 8 p.m.
the orchestra joins with local rock
bands to present an amazing symphonic
rock experience that features chart
topping hits from the ‘70s through
today—a unique collaboration that has
never failed to bring the house down!
Members from local bands, Joie
Wails, Boogie Monster, Few Blind
Mice, tete de Mort, the Lonely Goats

GALENA
LITFEST
JANUARY 12–19

and more perfrom songs from artists like David Bowie, Halestorm,
ELO, and aretha Franklin.
tickets start at $20 and are available at MoonBarRocks.com or by
calling the Moon Bar box office at
563-690-4758 (Wed. 5–9 p.m. and
Fri–sat 3 hours prior to show). Must
be 21 years or older to attend.
ultimate rock Hits is made possible by the generous support runde
auto Group. For more information, visit
DubuqueSymphony.org or call the
symphony office at 563-557-1677. n

Galena LitFest is back for a fifth year
with even more great activities this January. Brush up on your skills at four free
writers’ workshops. Have brunch with
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (portrayed
by Debra Miller). and enjoy dinner with
award winning indie author Heather
Bentley and new york times bestselling author and humorist Micheal Perry!
Galena LitFest is sponsored by the
Friends of the Galena Public Library,

OLE RUNS
FOR
OFFICE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
2 PM @ GRAND OPERA
HOUSE (135 8TH ST)

In what has become a yearly tradition, Ole and Lena return to the Grand
Opera House this January! Ole Runs
for Oﬃce hit the stage on Jan. 20
at 2 p.m. Don’t miss their hilarious
antics based on the scandinavian
jokes told across the upper Midwest. Ole and Lena embark on a new
adventure this year—adding music
into the show! Ole will be singing
his way through this election with
Lena playing the Cher to his sonny.
It’s time again when Muskrat
Lodge 3412 elects officers and Ole has
decided to throw his hat in the ring and
run against longtime nemesis, Knut
Knutson, lodge president for the past
20 years. Ole and sven have already
decided that they need to put together
18
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Inc. the Galena Public Library, Illinois
Bank and trust, Galena Community
Bank, and the Desoto House. For more
information, visit GalenaLibrary.org
or call 815-777-0200. n

a sneaky, tough, and no holds barred
campaign if Ole is ever going to have
a chance of winning. Be a part of all of
the craziness yourself when you, the
audience, determine the outcome!
tickets are $20 and can be
purchased in person at the Box
Office (Monday through Friday from noon until 4 p.m.) or
by calling 563-588-1305. tickets can also be purchased at
TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n
DUBUQUE365.COM

Arts

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THE SNOW SCULPTURES!

NEW
DUMA EXHIBITS
LIVING PROOF SHOW: NOW THROUGH MARCH 15

AFRICAN AMERICAN ART SHOW: JANUARY 19–APRIL 21
MADAI TAYLOR SHOW: JANUARY 19–APRIL 28
OPENING RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 @ 5–8 PM
DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART (701 LOCUST ST)
Celebrate the new exhibits at the
Dubuque Museum of art: Living Proof
Exhibit: A Visualization of Hope, African
American Art in the 20th Century, and
Madai Taylor: An Elegy to America
in Black and White. a reception and
member preview will be held on Jan.
25 from 5 to 8 p.m. Museum members are free, and guests are $10.
African American Art of the 20th
Century is organized by and drawn
from the collections of the smithsonian american art Museum (saaM)
in Washington, D.C. according to the
saaM, the Black artists explore “the
african american experience from the
Harlem renaissance through the Civil
rights era and the decades beyond.”

Elizabeth Catlett prints on loan
from the university of Iowa Museum
of art complement the exhibit. Catlett,
the first african american woman to
earn a Master of Fine arts degree.
An Elegy to America in Black and
White is a poignant and provocative
exhibition of non-subjective works of
art with accompanying poetic writings.
Madai taylor is from Fort Dodge, Ia.
Living Proof features more than
25 tri-state artists, showcasing
the courage and creative spirit of
those who have experienced cancer
and revealing the range of feelings
experienced during the journey.
For more information, call DuMa at
563-557-1851 or visit DBQart.com. n

WINTER ARTS SNOW
SCULPTING
COMPETITION
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
NOON–4 PM @ DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART &
WASHINGTON PARK (701 LOCUST ST)
the Dubuque Museum of art,
in partnership with the City of
Dubuque’s art in the Park initiative and Winterfun, Inc., hosts the
Winter arts snow sculpting Competition Jan. 26, in Washington
Park in Downtown Dubuque.
Come to see professional and
student teams battle it out for People’s
Choice and Best in snow. Winners will
be announced at 3:45 p.m. Everyone

is also invited to try their hand at
snow sculpting in the family area.
Materials and tools will be available.
snow sculpting teams can be
observed creating their outdoor
masterpieces beginning Jan. 23 up
until the celebration on Jan. 26.
the competition is free to attend,
so bring your friends and family!
For more information, call DuMa at
563-557-1851 or visit DBQart.com. n

CALL FOR ARTISTS
BROAD IDEAS

SHOW: MARCH 1–31
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8
GALENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS
(219 SUMMIT ST, GALENA, IL)
Broad Ideas is an inclusive arts show
that is dedicated to providing a space
for women and women supportive
artists to tell their stories. It’s a show
about empowerment and solidarity and about women being able to
control the narrative of their stories.
For full submission guidelines and more information,
visit BroadIdeas.org. n
DUBUQUE365.COM

DUBUQUE MUSEUM
OF ART BIENNIAL

SHOW: MAY 18–SEPTEMBER 8
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART
(701 LOCUST ST)
Founded in 2003 and presented
once every two years, the DuMa
(Dubuque Museum of art) Biennial is a highly-competitive,
juried exhibition highlighting
leading contemporary artists.
For submission instructions and more information, visit DBQart.com. n
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FIVE FLAGS
For The
FUTURE
BY BRYCE PARKS

T

he Five Flags Civic Center (FFCC)
has served as an important community asset for Dubuque and its
residents since 1976, when a grassroots,
citizen-led campaign resulted in the arena
being added to the theater, both to save
the theater from demolition and to serve
as a critical gathering place in Dubuque,
hosting thousands of entertainment, performing arts, sports, conventions, and civic
events. From the day it opened, it was a
low-cost, bare-bones solution to a community need during a historically terrible
local economy. Even on opening night,
special guest Bob Hope quipped, “What
a nice gymnasium you’ve built here.”
In the decades since the last major investment in the FFCC, significant changes have
occurred within the event facility industry
nationwide. At the same time, additional
new event, sports and entertainment
facilities have been developed elsewhere in
Dubuque and in the region. In August 2016,
the Dubuque City Council identified a Five
Flags Civic Center Study as one of its six
high priorities for 2016–2018. Conventions,
Sports & Leisure International (CSL) was
engaged in 2017 to perform this assessment
and study of the Five Flags Civic Center.
“Something has to be done,” says H.R.
Cook, general manager of the Five Flags
Civic Center. “Five Flags is at the end
of its lifespan. It’s 40 years old. It’s well
past its expiration date. Either we have to
tear it down or we’re going to be putting
20 or 30 million [dollars] into it in the coming
years to just keep it viable as an arena. And
remember we have the historic theater, too.
We’re at a crossroads now. If you just tear
down the arena, you still have a half million
dollars of subsidy in the theater without capital improvements and renovations. We are
wearing the building out at the pace we’ve
been on lately, and pretty soon the acts will
stop coming because we can’t provide the
services needed in a dilapidated building.”

A REALISTIC LOOK
AT THE NUMBERS

With a deeper dive into the design of
Scenario #4 (the renovation model favored
by the community, the Five Flags Five

Center Commission and the Dubuque City
Council which called for a completely new
arena on the existing site) in Phase 2, the
numbers for construction and costs are
different from the previous study (Phase 1).
The cost of the arena in 2018 dollars is
less than the same project in 2021 dollars.
Things get more expensive every year.
Outside factors not known at the time of
the original estimate do not take into consideration the recent current event of steel
tariffs, to the tune of about $10 million.
It is critically important to note that
Phase 2 cost estimates do not encompass a
full set of architectural designs and schematics. It includes conservative contingency
costs for things that are fluid or uncertain.
In layman’s terms, that means that in order
to play it safe, they assume steel prices,
asbestos abatement, and other items at the
high-end of the cost range. If the president
were to rescind his steel tariffs, that could
have a huge impact to lower project costs.
Or if it was found that asbestos abatement already occurred, which we have
since found out it has, this cost could be
removed from the estimate. There are also
changes to design, amenities, and materials that can still be implemented to bring
costs down on a final design. So I encourage you to see the most recently published,
rushed cost estimate of $84.7 million as
somewhat of a worst-case, bloated price
which could come down a little or a lot.
“The 85 million number includes everything and the kitchen sink,” explains Cook.
“This 85 million is an extremely conservative
number—the shock number. It was ridiculously high by anyone’s standards. For example, already the city engineering department
questioned that it needs to sit on 50- to
75-foot pilings. We sit on bedrock already.
Can they be 25 feet? That saves a bundle.
If we remove 25 percent of the glass on the
sides, that’s a big savings. There’s a lot of
things that we can whittle down a little bit
and still maintain that it will do exactly what
we want it to do and you will never notice.
But we never got to that plan. We had such
a short timeframe to look at the costs that
to be absolutely safe, we had to use the
85 million number, and it scared people.”

BEFORE WE GET TO THE STOR

In December, a very exciting future for the cultural vibrancy of
Dubuque was presented to the Dubuque City Council. Updated
renderings, rough cost estimates, and better details about the
reality of a new Five Flags Civic Center were laid out to the
Council as they consider putting a referendum to Dubuque
voters to support the investment in Dubuque’s future. Or, if you
read about it the next day in the Telegraph Herald, THE SKY
IS FALLING AND YOU’RE GONNA PAY FOR IT! Or so it felt.
The decidedly unpleasant bend in the reporting on the
Phase 2 Five Flags Civic Center presentation to the City Council
had such a negative effect on Dubuque’s attitude that it’s put the
project into jeopardy. Instead of leading with the overwhelmingly positive aspects of the project, the story not only led with
the worst-case financial scenario, but it also barely touched on
the bigger picture of what is being proposed at all. They were
indeed reporting the facts as presented. But you can’t tell the
people that their taxes may go up and then not provide the
very good reasons that this is being requested. If you stop at
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facts, you have not painted a full picture. You
e entire direction of the story, if inadvertently.
o this, there were months of research into
a new or renovated Five Flags. This included
ut sessions and surveys to collect residents’
such a project. The company running the
that the response to Dubuque’s surveys were
’ve ever had for a project this size in their
se responses were essentially completely
portive. When the public input sessions were
n, response to the plan was almost entirely
were some tough questions but ones that
ers. Basically, when presented with a balnt of what the city wants to do, Dubuquers
uch behind the project. It wasn’t until the story
ded Five Flags could add up to $156 to averax bills” was published that people balked,
ded all the great reasons for the investment.

Also, the $156 average property tax increase number (on
a home values at $139,430) released by the city is a worstcase scenario and does not account for any of the cost
savings we expect to see as final construction costs likely
settle in closer to $75 million. Revenues from naming rights,
grants and other private funding will also work to further
lower the number. Something like a $120 tax increase might
be a more realistic final tax increase investment level.
Yeah, I’m angry about it. Full disclosure: I am on the Five
Flags Civic Center Commission and have been for many
years. I have been in the middle of this for a long time. I saw
a very fair and open process take place for more than a year,
and so when a new story comes out that takes the momentum of a great project right out at the knees, I get mad.
I fully realize that there are people in every community
who will never vote for a new tax or any investment that’s
not for police and roads. Some people can’t grasp the concept that amenities, arts, services, parks, stamped concrete,

public flowers, and public gathering spaces are the things
that separate our community from less thriving cities. They
think our growth just happens magically. Well, it doesn’t. It
is very much by design. And Dubuque’s leadership, both at
the City level and those who are elected, have made excellent decisions in choosing those investments that grow
our economy, our population, and our quality of life.
So welcome, have a seat. I’m going to give you the part of
the story that the TH didn’t represent when dropping the tax
bomb. I’m going to explain to you why I, and all of those who
have been involved in the process, believe it to be a wonderful investment—not a cost but an investment in our future.
I’m going to address the biggest questions and concerns that
people have about the project and then let you make up your
own mind, with the other side of the story represented. No
one is hiding the fact that this is the biggest capital project in the history of Dubuque. But more importantly, I’m
also not going to omit why it’s going to be amazing. n
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CHECK OUT THAT ARENA!

Those numbers are very conservative. When a
consulting firm comes in, they don’t produce numbers
that aren’t achievable. And they work against both ends.
While they are super careful to not underestimate costs,
they are also very careful not to overestimate expectations on revenue generation, attendance, economic
impact, and the net positives of the new facility. For
example, the number Five Flags is expected to see in
sponsorship signage for the new building is already over
halfway to reality in the old building. Two years ago,
Five Flags had zero dollars in sponsorships. This year
they have $60,000 set, expecting to hit $70,000. H.R.
Cook says he has no doubt in his mind that the baseline
expectations set by consultants will be easy to exceed.
“We don’t have naming rights, architectural review, or
private funding accounted for,” Cook continues. “There’s
a lot of things that aren’t in there that can bring it down
easily to the mid 70s. Absolutely the numbers are going
to come down. At the same time, if you want it to do what
it needs to do and do it right the first time, don’t expect a
bare budget price. You simply can’t do this for 40 million.”
Naming rights are a near-certainty to lower the cost.
Similarly sized venues in comparable markets brought
annual naming rights between $100,000 to $500,000.
If we fall in the middle of that range, that’s a $4.5 million
cost reduction over 15 years according to the CSL study.
“If you look at the cost of the Grand River Center
and all that went into that building and extrapolate to
today’s numbers, the cost is $87 million. This building
is not out of the ordinary. Arenas are expensive. They
have to do things that normal construction doesn’t do.
They have to hold 150,000 pounds from the ceiling.
They have to have vast areas of space and restrooms
and areas for revenue generation like concessions and
merchandise. This isn’t cubicles and a reception area.”
The study says the Five Flags annual subsidy, close to
$900,000, would drop closer to $350,000 to $400,000.
Again, these are careful and conservative estimates.
“Given the market we’re in right now, there is a
definite possibility we could get it down to $100,000
or $200,000. CSL can’t say that, but this is what I do.
22

Cover Story

I know it’s possible. That will not include debt service
to the building, but that’s a huge annual savings.”

will not be able to be mitigated or countered even
with a competent and creative management team.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH WHAT WE HAVE?

WHY DO WE NEED A NEW FIVE FLAGS,
AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, WHAT
MAKES US THINK IT WILL WORK?

Five Flags is attracting a lower-than-average level of
event activity in both the theater and arena relative to
comparable facility averages. This would be expected,
given the FFCC’s age, substandard physical product,
limited event mix, and functional and marketability
challenges. There are a number of important weaknesses and challenges with the existing physical facility
product that negatively impact delivery of services,
attendee experience, and operating efficiency.
People’s biggest reason (68 percent) for not
attending Five Flags shows, according to submitted
surveys, was a lack of interest in the level of events
the facility is able to draw at its current size. Lowest
rated satisfaction categories were lack of concession
offerings and seat comfort, with lack of restrooms
also getting noted often. It’s also not senior-friendly
or ADA-friendly, nor is a very kid-friendly venue.
“Our city is on the radar with New York, Nashville,
Los Angeles, Austin, and Chicago, the places where the
agents work. They want to bring us shows, and I literally can’t because my ceiling isn’t tall enough to hang
a modern touring concert. I have 32 feet, and I need
40 to 45 feet. So we can only get the one-off shows. We
do well with them, but we could do so much better.”
Considering all of these challenges, Five Flags
management has demonstrated creativity and efficiency in its approach in attracting events, maximizing revenues, and containing expenses with an aging
and increasingly substandard facility. Five Flags’ event
and attraction attendance is showing favorable trends
in recent years, and financial operating performance
is stable, which is indicative of an experienced and
efficient management team and approach. In the
competitive event facility environment (regionally and
nationwide), with each passing year without major
capital investment, the FFCC’s challenges and inefficiencies become more stark and impactful and ultimately
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According to the extensive study conducted by Conventions, Sports & Leisure International, market analysis
conclusions indicate that demand exists for both the
arena and performing arts theater functions in Dubuque
that Five Flags provides. New events and economic
impacts could be attracted with new or enhanced facilities, while quality of life and economic activity would be
negatively impacted without a venue serving these roles.

SPECIFIC STUDY FINDINGS INCLUDE:
• FFCC Theater is a historic asset that should be protected
• Significant arena upgrades are needed
to better compete for and serve spectator and entertainment market segments
• The arena has exceeded its practical life
• The arena’s physical product and functionality is substandard
• Investment in enhancements or redevelopment could drive new activity

HERE’S WHAT A NEW FIVE FLAGS WOULD PROVIDE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State-of-the-industry spectator arena
Seating capacity of between 6,000 and 8,000
Some flexible seating to retain access to flat floor space
Premium seating and other hospitality areas
Enhanced patron experience (ease of entrance/
exit, Wi-Fi, food and beverage, ADA, etc.)
Upgraded back-of-house, load-in/out, green
rooms and other support facilities
Retention of our historic theater
Refurbished theater seating and reopen 2nd balcony
Modest expansion of Bijou Black Box Theater
Address capital improvement project items
Attractive exterior face in downtown Dubuque
Outdoor park/social space at entrance
DUBUQUE365.COM
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SO MUCH SPACE!

There are carefully researched numbers that back
this up. CSL’s study throws a lot of quantifiable numbers at you supporting the need for a new Five Flags,
and after choking a bit on that $84 million, which will
be more like $75 million in the end, it’s the following,
very conservative numbers that put that investment in
a new light. The numbers look at a 15-year comparison
between doing nothing and building the new facility.

SO, OVER 15 YEARS…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Events rise from 1,500 to 3,450
Attendance rises from 2.3 million to 5.7 million
Direct revenue rises from $6.1 million to $23 million
Costs rise from $19 million to $30 million
Economic impact rises from $39.8 million to $118 million
Out-of-facility impact rises from $29 million to $67 million
Indirect spending rises from $20 million to $65.3 million
Quantifiable benefits rise from $56 million to $173 million

That last one means that the benefit, purely in dollars
alone to the community, after the facility is paid for,
is $42 million. Conservatively. Very conservatively.

IT’S ABOUT SO MUCH MORE THAN MONEY

Not all effects of a new Five Flags can be represented
with numbers. The potential transformative and iconic
impacts of a new facility are widespread with a continuing ripple-effect, as noted by the CLS Study:
• Elevating the quality, profile, and exposure to national,
regional and local audiences of a key local event facility can have important transformative and residual
impacts on the Dubuque community and destination
• New or enhanced event and public assembly
facilities provide diversified activities for local
residents and families, which can make Dubuque
a more attractive and enjoyable place to reside
• New visitors will be attracted to the area because
of an event in the expanded or improved arena
and performing arts facility offerings
• Private sector investment can be induced
in the areas surrounding event facilities
DUBUQUE365.COM

• Key event facility project development can
oftentimes anchor larger downtown or community-wide master development plans
The kinds of shows that Dubuque could attract with
the new venue size and amenities based on 2018 tour
shows would include Elton John, Keith Urban, Fall Out
Boy, the Steve Miller Band, Jim Gaffigan, Bob Seger,
Cirque du Soleil and family shows like Harry Potter
in Concert, Marvel Universe Live, and Stars on Ice.
“People like to talk about concerts, and concerts are
great. Concerts are fun and they make great revenue. But
the intangibles that people don’t look at are the things
that continue to bring people in droves from out of town:
kids wrestling tournaments. High school championships.
The amenities—restaurants, 1,500 hotel rooms in the city—
open us up for NCAA tournaments and NAIA national
wresting and basketball and cheerleading championships
because Dubuque also has low hotel occupancy in the
fall and winter when warmer climates have high occupancy, and these kinds of events happen in the fall and
winter. It makes us a great market to host these events.”
“What tangible numbers also don’t take into consideration is the further development of downtown,” explains
H.R. Cook. “Often these arenas are put into neighborhoods that need to be redeveloped. Our neighborhood has
already come back so it will just continue to get bigger.”
The other misnomer that keeps getting published
is that we have a 4,500 seat building. We don’t. We

“THAT INCOME TRICKLES THROUGHOUT
THE COMMUNITY AND OFFSETS MUCH
OF THAT ANTICIPATED PROPERTY
TAX INCREASE WE ARE PAYING ON
OUR HOMES AND BUSINESSES.”
Issue #334

have a 3,900 seat building max on its very best day,
and it’s more like 3,500 with every bad, uncomfortable bleachers seat filled to the brim. Fire codes make
it impossible to pack the bodies into this space like they
did in the early ‘80s. Thank the Who’s concert disaster
in Cincinnati and the Station Night Club Fire in Rhode
Island 15 years back for that, and for good reason.
“Honestly. I don’t know where people went to the
bathroom when they had 5,000 people in this place,”
jokes Cook. “People don’t want to stand in lines anymore. So we’re not adding 1,500 seats with a new arena;
we’re adding 2,000 to 3,000 seats, quality seats. You’re
almost doubling the seats. That’s game-changing.”
“Dubuque has great intangibles. The average town of
60,000 doesn’t have the Millwork District or two casinos
or the Port of Dubuque. We are a tourism community,
which supports those things. Add in a new Five Flags and
you have 6,500 people dumping out onto Main Street on
a Friday or Saturday night on a regular basis. Now you
have more restaurants and entertainment venues; you
have even more things to do for the people that live here.”
“From a building aspect, spending this kind of
money, it returns so much income back into the community including increased sales tax revenue. That
income trickles throughout the community and offsets much of that anticipated property tax increase
we are paying on our homes and businesses.”
And lets take a second to just look at the renderings
accompanying this story. Look how beautiful that new
Five Flags is! Check out that exterior facade. It fits right
into our historic downtown backdrop. And that open
gathering space in front of the main entrance is not only a
fantastic public space for residents and tourists, it serves
as a terrific back porch for the residents of Ecumenical
Towers. And go inside. The open space. Oh, the open
space in the concourses. The bathrooms, everywhere! The
comfortable seats that actually face the stage. What a
novel concept! Modern amenities like Wi-Fi; new concession items; and consideration for a drop off space for
Uber, Lyft, cabs, moms, and/or loving spouses. It not
just going to bring great shows, it’s also going to do it
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NOW THAT’S AN ARENA!

in a truly amazing space that will serve us for decades
to come. No gymnasium here! Dubuque deserves this.
“We will compete with other cities, and that’s
just fine, that’s my job,” points out Cook. “What
Five Flags won’t compete with is other local venues.
We compete more now with our lower max capacity. Everybody does their own thing here. The new
building would be head and shoulders over everybody else for the size of shows we can attract.”
“Tours always want the shiny new penny and will
always take the state-of-the-industry venue over the old
venue if they can. They know they can sell tickets at the
new buildings. You’re guaranteed sellouts of the first
couple of years because it’s exciting and new. Tours want
to make money, and they don’t care if a town is friendly.
They care where they can make the most money. If our
labor costs, production costs and catering costs are lower
and we can sell more tickets, they’re going to come here.”
“You also can’t do anything about a bad geographical location, and some buildings sit in a bad location.
We don’t have that problem. Dubuque is on the highway
in a prime location, a mid-point stop between all the
other big tour cities of the Midwest. It’s a natural fit.”
“I’ve worked in facilities in bigger and smaller markets. If I didn’t absolutely think that this would work, I
would not hesitate to say ‘don’t build this arena.’ This
WILL work. And I don’t get paid any more money if
we build it. There’s nothing in this for me except a
lot more challenges to compete for the big shows.
But that’s my bread and butter. That’s what I do well.
That’s what SMG does so well. Give us the tools and
we’ll show you how it’s done. We will get after it.”
Dubuquer Peter Gael was one of those who didn’t
see the value in Five Flags, and he let it be known. His
experience with getting to know the facts shows how
a little knowledge brings a lot of understanding.
“I used be the Five Flags’ biggest, if not most vocal,
detractor,” Gael told us. “Whenever they made a concert announcement I took to social media, particularly
Facebook, to make my displeasure known. Then one

“I HAVE LIVED IN DUBUQUE FOR
ALMOST 28 YEARS NOW, AND IN THAT
TIME I HAD SEEN JUST A COUPLE OF
CONCERTS AT THE FIVE FLAGS. LAST
YEAR I SAW EIGHT CONCERTS THERE
BECAUSE OF THE MANAGEMENT’S
COMMITMENT TO BRING IN ACTS
THAT PEOPLE WANT TO SEE.”
24
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morning I received an email from the general manager,
H.R. Cook, asking me to come in for an informational
meeting. What I learned over the course of that hour and
a half was completely different from what I expected.
H.R. took the time to explain to me how concert booking works from a financial perspective and how the
entertainment industry works in general. To say that I
had no idea would be an understatement. I asked what
the chances are that Dubuque could expand or replace
the Five Flags. ‘Funny you should ask,’ he said. He was
enthusiastic about it, and his enthusiasm rubbed off on
me. I have lived in Dubuque for almost 28 years now,
and in that time I had seen just a couple of concerts
at the Five Flags. Last year I saw eight concerts there
because of the management’s commitment to bring in
acts that people want to see. It was overwhelming to
see all the seats that were filled and how good of a time
everyone was having. It made me imagine how much
better the experience would be if we had a venue that
could support bigger shows with better amenities for
patrons. So I went from someone who occasionally drove
by Five Flags to someone who longs for the day when
we have a place Dubuque truly needs and deserves. I’m
completely on board with a bigger, better Five Flags.”

DO DUBUQUERS HAVE A PARKING
PROBLEM OR A WALKING PROBLEM?

“I hear, ‘How much is it going to cost me?’” says
H.R. Cook. “I hear, ‘Is it big enough? If we’re gonna
build it, build it right!’ And I hear, ‘What about parking?’” Except I hear it all in the reverse order of that.
People are most worried about parking. But I don’t
hear that too often, and it’s pretty unfounded in any
city in America except, apparently, in Dubuque.”
The availability of sufficient parking is normally
important to the success of event facilities. Based on
industry standards, up to 2,800 parking spaces could
be required to serve the FFCC for high demand events
at the arena and theater at the same time. Currently
6,791 parking spaces exist in downtown Dubuque
within a reasonable walking distance of 5 to 10 minutes of the arena. Of those spots, 1,780 are always
free, 2,000 are free after 5 p.m., 428 are free after
6 p.m., and 2,763 are available at $1 per hour. Downtown Dubuque provides more than 250 percent of
the parking spaces needed to service the event within
a 5 to 10 minute walk. Similar sized arenas in Texas,
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Indiana, Minnesota, Arizona and Kansas only range
from 60 to 167 percent of needed parking for events.
The new Five Flags would also call for an unavoidable closing of Fifth St. between Main and Locust.
A limited study of the issue found that a full traffic
model of the study area should be created to better
determine if the existing traffic control is adequate or
will require changes. But obviously, to some degree,
this is one inconvenience of the project that Dubuquers would have to accept in exchange for a transformative entertainment venue for the community.

NOW IS THE TIME!

We’ve leveraged federal funds, state grants, and other
people’s money so well for so long to build the Port
of Dubuque, convention centers, libraries, roads, the
Millwork District, the Bee Branch, brownfield clean-ups,
and more. If you want to be ahead of everyone else,
you’re going to have to eventually say, “Okay we have
to pay for this one ourselves.” There’s just no money
out there anymore for an arena. Vision Iowa funds are
gone. For this one, we have to finally step up to the
plate as a community. And this is a special community.
“We’re not a regular small town river city,” offers H.R.
“This city is about tourism, it’s progressive. It’s about
the arts and entertainment. That is a decision that was
made many, many years ago; It’s not luck; it was planned
by our city leaders to rebuild from the bottoming-out of
the early ‘80s. We’re not Burlington, IA; Hannibal, MO or
other river towns. Shows do not sell or work there with
the exception of their blues and jazz festivals. It’s not the
case here. And if people come here for shows, they’ll end
up going out to dinner and seeing other entertainment
and shopping and staying in a hotel, filling up on gas and
have local art and museum entry stickers on their shirts.”
“It’s not going to get any cheaper if we wait and act in a
year or two. Costs keep rising. You can wait two years for
steel prices to come down, but then all the other costs just
keep going up. Something needs to be done, and now is
the time. We’re well poised right now to make this a reality.”
The Five Flags Phase 2 report, though still showing escalated costs, answers a lot of questions and
gives a lot of details. You can read it anytime online
at CityOfDubuque.org/fiveflagsstudy. You can also
contact H.R. Cook at Five Flags. He will literally answer
any questions or concerns you have related to the
project. Email HRCook@fiveflagscenter.com. n
DUBUQUE365.COM

PICTURE YOURSELF IN THE TRI-STATES!

A warm Saturday brought out a huge crowd to the 6th
Annual Retro Rewind show at Five Flags Arena in downtown
Dubuque. Photo by Steven Schleuning.

An early New Year’s Eve treat from Heartache Tonight, an
incredible Eagles tribute band, at the Ohnward Fine Arts
Center in Maquoketa, IA.

Hawkeye fans celebrate a big Outback Bowl Game win
atop the bar at Courtside Sports Bar in Dubuque.

The January 1 First Day Hike at the Mines of Spain brought out
a record crowd to trek through the woods south of Dubuque.

AC/DC tribute band, Rolling
Thunder, wowed the crowd at
the Mississippi Moon Bar at the
Diamond Jo Casino. Photo by
Dave Haas.

Physical Education Allison West created a
“shoe closet” at Audubon School so all kids
have access to decent gym shoes during
gym classes. Clare Cares helped add to Ms.
West’s collection over the weeked as well.

General Bob Felderman leads the cheers
during the Hawkeyes’ Outback Bowl Party at
the American Legion in Dubuque.

A little snow makes the Fenelon Place Elevator
in Cable Car Square look like Christmas had
finally arrived. Photo by Bob Felderman.

A gorgeous long expsure looking down Loras
Blvd. at St. Joseph’s Chapel on the Loras
College Campus. Photo by Jose Garcia.

Musician Miles Nielsen celebrates the New Year with fans at
the Codfish Hollow basement near Maquoketa, IA.

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
tHu 1/10

Jimmy Welty Band
5:30 PM @ Filament,
Diamond Jo
Thursday Acoustic Jam
6 PM @ The Food Store
Blu Flame
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Love Crunch
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Brown Bottle Bandits
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Joie Wails Band
9 PM @ Smokestack

JJ Schmitz
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Scott Guthrie
2 PM @ The Cornerstone

Broken Rubber Band
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

This Side Up
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
The Heavies
8 PM @ Q Casino

Chris Lane w/ Jake Dodds
7 PM @ Five Flags Theater
29 Cents a Pound
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Steve Cavanaugh &
Randy Droessler
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn
Corey Jenny
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

The peOple
8 PM @ Smokestack

Comedy Showcase
9 PM @ Smokestack

FrI 1/11

Statue of Liberty
6 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Joie Wails Acoustic
6:30 PM @ The Dungeon
David Minnihan Trio
7 PM @ Dimensional Brewing

Jason Walsmith Acoustic
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.
Ryan Joseph Anderson Trio,
Ben Dunegan
10 PM @ The Lift

sat 1/12

Steve McIntyre
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Theresa Rosetta
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
The Lonely Goats
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Meghan Davis
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Andrew Huber
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
A Few Blind Mice
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Comedian Donnie Baker
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Southern Drawl
8 PM @ Q Casino

Elizabeth Mary
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Jam & Eggs Acoustic Open Mic
9 AM @ Convivium

Mama Bird
8 PM @ The Blu Room

Meghan Davis
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Missbehavin’
8 PM @ Spirits
Mixed Emotions
8 PM @ Weber’s, Epworth
Mahan
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
Tony Walker
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Just the Tips
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

South City Revival,
Colossalraptors
10 PM @ The Lift

sun 1/13

tHu 1/17

Kristina Castaneda &
Shawn Healy
5:30 PM @ Filament, Diamond Jo
Thursday Acoustic Jam
6 PM @ The Food Store
Blu Flame
6 PM @ Stone Cliff

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape

Suggy & Mince
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Dwight Yoakam
8 PM @ Five Flags Arena

Joie Wails Band
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Jazz & Blues Jam
w/ Round Midnight
8 PM @ Smokestack

Tony Walker
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
White/Green Chili Cook-Off
3 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
Open Mic / Jay Vonn
3 PM @ The Cornerstone

MOn 1/14

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub

tuE 1/15

Trivia Night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

WED 1/16

FrI 1/18

Jason Ray Brown
6 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Lojo Russo
6:30 PM @ Dimensional Brewing
Hoffmann, Troy, & Marceau
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Massey Road
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Million Dollar Quartet
Ken Killian’s Jazz Quartet @ 6 PM
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Acoustic Jam / Roy Schroedl
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Joe McShane
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room

Broken Rubber Band
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Comedian Auggie Smith
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Todd McDonough
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
DSO: Ultimate Rock Hits
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Shagadelics
8 PM @ Q Casino
GIB
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn
Meghan Davis
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Melanie Devaney
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape
Deltaphonic
10 PM @ The Lift
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sat 1/19

Jam & Eggs Acoustic Open Mic
9 AM @ Convivium
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station
Casey Klein
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Steve McIntyre
2 PM @ The Cornerstone
Jef With 1F
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Hot Mess
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Ken Killian’s Classic Big Band
Miner’s Ball
7 PM @ UW-Platteville
The Neverly Brothers
7 PM @ Ohnward
Fine Arts Center
Ron Lubbers
7:30 PM @ Joliet Event Center
Joe McShane
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
The Good Stuff
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
DSO: Ultimate Rock Hits
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Badfish
8 PM @ Q Casino
DosBros
8 PM @ Spirits
Linsey Alexander
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
Medicinal Purposes
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Mojo Busted
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape
Illusions Midwest Drag Show
9 PM @ Smokestack
Casket Robbery, Daykeeper
10 PM @ The Lift
DUBUQUE365.COM
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WE LOVE YOU JORIE BOOTH!

sun 1/20

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station
Elizabeth Mary
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Jimmy Welty Band
2 PM @ Massey
Fisherman’s Wharf
John Moran
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Open Mic w/ Marty Raymon
3 PM @ The Cornerstone
The Lonely Goats
3 PM @ Hawg Dogs, Savanna

MOn 1/21

Beatles vs. Stones Tribute Show
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater
Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub

tuE 1/22

Trivia Night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
The Zeta, Melting Human
Trash
10 PM @ The Lift

WED 1/23

Cal Coohey & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room
Comedian Mike Armstrong
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

DUBUQUE365.COM

tHu 1/24

B&B On The Rocks
5:30 PM @ Filament,
Diamond Jo
Thursday Acoustic Jam
6 PM @ The Food Store
Blu Flame
6 PM @ Stone Cliff
Gary Allan
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Arena
Medicinal Purposes
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Comedian Sam Tallent
9 PM @ The Lift
Sam Tallent
10 PM @ The Lift

FrI 1/25

Dubuque Main Street
Live Music Crawl @ 5:30 PM
David Zollo @ The Blu Room
Jabber Box @ Miss. Moon Bar
Andy Wilberding @ Dimensional
Flash In A Pan @ The Lift
Tete De Mort @ Riverboat Lounge
JJ Schmitz Duo
@ Skinny MaGinny’s
Charles Walker Band
@ Smokestack
Autumn Reverie & Elizabeth
Mary @ Southend Tap
Milk Man’s Kids
6 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Ron Lubbers
6 PM @ Timmerman’s
Jordan Danielsen
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Drink 182
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Roy Schroedl
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Six String Crossing
8 PM @ Q Casino

Sushi Roll
8 PM @ Q Casino

Banshee
8 PM @ Riggs’ Bar

Laura McDonald &
Jeff Weydert
8 PM @ Spirits, Days Inn

Hoffman, Troy, Marceau, & Flowers
8 PM @ Spirits

DJ Jevity presents:
Hip-Hop Heroes & Open Mic
9 PM @ The Venue
Dickie
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.

sat 1/26

Jam & Eggs Acoustic Open Mic
9 AM @ Convivium
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station
Massey Road
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Lenny Wayne
2 PM @ The Cornerstone
Jordan Danielsen
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Drew Hurn
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Enemies of Confusion
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Tete de Morte
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
Ryne Doughty
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
The Dertones
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape
Jake’O & Co.
9 PM @ 7 Hills Brewing Co.
OTIS
10 PM @ The Lift
The Family Business
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

sun 1/27

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station
Tete de Morte
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Becky McMahon
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Dave Pingel & Jimmy Berg
3 PM @ New Diggings
General Store

IssuE #334

Open Mic w/ Ted & Robyn
3 PM @ The Cornerstone

Source, Leon
8 PM @ Smokestack

MOn 1/28

Aaron Kamm & The One Drops
10 PM @ The Lift

tuE 1/29

Adam Beck
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub

FrI 2/1

Dinner & Music w/ Laurie Rische
6 PM @ The Cornerstone

Urban Pioneers
6 PM @ The Lift

Trivia Night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Jef Spradley
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

WED 1/30

Salsa Dance Night
6 PM @ Smokestack
Acoustic Jam w/ Danny Parker
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room
Comedian Rocky LaPorte
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

tHu 1/31

JJ Schmitz Duo
5:30 PM @ Filament, Diamond Jo
Thursday Acoustic Jam
6 PM @ The Food Store
Blu Flame
6 PM @ Stone Cliff
Open Mic w/ Jeff & Jimmy
7:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Hot Mess
7 PM @ Timber Lanes,
Maquoketa
Meghan Davis
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Femmes of Rock
Caitlyn Wolfe & Friends @ 6 PM
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
Gallagher w/ Artie Fletcher
8 PM @ Five Flags Theater
Kashmir: The Led Zeppelin Show
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Sun Green
8 PM @ The Blu Room
Bluegrass & Folk Jam
w/ The Alumatics
8 PM @ Smokestack

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS!
LOOKInG FOr a FrEE anD Easy Way tO PrOMOtE
yOur LIvE MusIC EvEnts? Just sEnD yOur
EntErtaInMEnt CaLEnDar Our Way!
EMaIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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LIVE MUSIC FEATURES
tHu 1/10

sat 1/12

The peOple
8 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

The peOple are a band of adventurous souls
who have been drawn together by one muse to
form a higher and ever-expanding expression
of the music within them, leaping faithfully
into their chosen destiny. Brooke Byam, Bo
Coleman and Marques Morel are based out of
Clinton, IA. They have been described as rough
and raw Americana, western gypsy folk-rock,
country-soul, ethereal translation, and many
other strange combinations of words.

Blu Flame
7 PM @ STONE CLIFF WINERY

Mahan
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ
(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

Mahan blues band from Salina, KS features
Howard Mahan, Tim King and Landon
Livingston, who bring their blues-rock groove
that has made them a crowd favorite back home.
Playing the best of classic rock and blues, along
with originals and funky jam sessions.

FrI 1/11

(600 STAR BREWERY DR)

So what happens when a fiery redhead
teams up with a hot Brazillion? Add some
jazz and a healthy sprinkling of bossa nova,
and you’ve got Blu Flame. Catch them
every Thursday in January at Stone Cliff.

Joie Wails Band
8 PM @ SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

Ryan Joseph Anderson Trio,
Ben Dunegan
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Ryan Joseph Anderson’s solo career began
in April 2014 with the release of his debut
album, The Weaver’s Broom. His influences
range from country blues to psychedelic
rock and are on prominent display in his
masterful guitar playing and songwriting.
Anderson’s sophomore release, City of Vines,
was released in the summer of 2017 to critical
acclaim. He toured extensively in support
of the record and has shared the stage with
such acts as Robert Earl Keene, Honey Honey,
Robbie Fulks, Charlie Parr, and Amy Helm.
Local songwriter Ben Dunegan opens.
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The Joie Wails Band blends classic rock and blues
with excellent musicianship and truly dynamic
vocals straight outta Dubuque. Featuring Joie
Booth on vocals, Gary Gassman on guitar, Mark
Whitaker on bass, and Kyle Koltes on drums.

South City Revival, Colossalraptors
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Colossalraptors are a Minneapolis-based rock
band, and roots rock/country outfit South
City Revival make the trip from Chicago!

DUBUQUE365.COM

MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR
ENTERTAINMENT
all shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets
for all performances are available at the Diamond Club inside
the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

DONNIE BAKER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12 @ 8 PM
Donnie Baker, a comedy character played by
actor ron sexton, is best known for his prank
call jokes on the “Bob and tom show.” Opening is nyC stand-up
comedian alli Breen.

DSO: ULTIMATE ROCK HITS
JANUARY 18 & 19 @ 8 PM

the seventh annual concert features hits from
the 1970s–2000s. Members from local bands
join the Dubuque symphony Orchestra for a rocking good time.

GAELIC STORM

FRIDAY, MARCH 8 @ 8 PM
Combining traditional Celtic music with modern
rock, country and folk influences, Gaelic storm
is one of the most celebrated performance groups of Celtic music.

CHRIS
KROEZE
THURSDAY, APRIL 25 @ 7 PM
runner up on season 15 of nBC’s The Voice, Chris Kroeze will
bring his strong vocals to Mississippi Moon Bar.
Praised by The Voice team coach Blake shelton as having an “electrifying” voice with the guitar pickin’ skills of ricky skaggs, Kroeze’s career has
taken him all over the world. along with headlining many of his shows, he
has also had the privilege of performing with music superstars like Montgomery Gentry, the Doobie Brothers, travis tritt, Blake shelton, Joe nichols, the Lost trailers, Chris Kagle, Josh thompson, and many others.
Chris connects with both the hearts and minds of audiences across various generations through his genuine country soul and his unique and
alluring vocal delivery as he performs more than 200 shows per year.
Kroeze performs across the u.s. and internationally, including multiple tours overseas each year in support of our u.s. armed Forces.

This Side Up

Big Game Party

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 @ 8 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 @ 4:30 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Auggie Smith

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Dr. Gonzo

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16 @ 8 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Mike Armstrong

5th Gear

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23 @ 8 PM

Jabber Box
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 @ 7 PM

tickets go on sale saturday, Jan. 12 at 10 a.m.

The LoveMonkeys
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 @ 8 PM

Drink 182

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Hal Sparks

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 @ 8 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Rocky LaPorte

Dueling Pianos

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 @ 8 PM

Kashmir:
The Led Zeppelin Show
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 @ 8 PM

Kroeze is set to release his new album early 2019.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8 @ 8 PM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 @ 7 PM

Michael Angelo Baito
w/ Menace
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 @ 8 PM

Club 84 Reunion

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Mark Poolos

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 @ 8 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 @ 8 PM

nightlifE

HOW WOULD ONE GO ABOUT MELTING HUMAN TRASH?

LIVE MUSIC FEATURES
FrI 1/18

Deltaphonic
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Deltaphonic is a New Orleans duo that
blends fingerpicking blues, funk, and roots
rock into a surprisingly big sound. Since its
formation in 2014, the band has released
two critically acclaimed albums, performed
at the 2018 New Orleans French Quarter
Fest as well as some of New Orleans’ most
iconic venues, and maintained a national
tour schedule averaging 150 dates per year.

tuE 1/22

Zeta, Melting Human Trash
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Zeta is an incredible post hardcore act from
Florida. Think Mars Volta meets screamo
(the good years). They top Aaron’s list of
bands at The Lift for 2018. Local sludgy
psych punks Melting Human Trash open.

tHu 1/24

sat 1/19

Sam Tallent
9 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Linsey Alexander
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ
(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

Chicago Blues veteran Linsey Alexander is a
blues songwriter, vocalist, and guitarist. He has
been a fixture in clubs on Chicago’s North Side
for nearly two decades and has played with
numerous blues musicians, including Buddy
Guy, A.C. Reed, Magic Slim, and B.B. King. His
album Been There Done That, released in 2012,
was rated the best blues CD of the year. Born in
Memphis and raised on the south side of
Chicago, Linsey says, “Blues is not hard—it’s
just a documentary about life.”

Casket Robbery, Daykeeper
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

A little stoner metal, a little death metal. Illinois
and Wisconsin keeping it heavy as fudge.
30
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Known for whip-quick wit and rollicking improvisations, Sam Tallent is one of the sharpest,
most original rising talents in comedy today. He
has been called “the absurd voice of a surreal
generation” by the Denver Post, and, when not
maintaining a “Black Flag esque tour schedule”
(Savage Henry Magazine), Sam has worked
alongside many of the biggest names in comedy, including Louis CK, Dave Chappelle, Doug
Stanhope, Dana Carvey, Hannibal Buress and TJ
Miller. Sam regularly headlines his hometown
club, the legendary Denver Comedy Works. He
recently won his battle on Comedy Central’s
Roast Battle, and was seen on VICELAND’s
Flophouse as well as the Chris Gethard Show.
His writing has been published on viCE.com.
He lives in Las Vegas with his wife and his dog.

sat 1/26

OTIS
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Kentucky’s OTIS bring the southern rock a la ZZ Top or Skynyrd but
with their own updated twist.
DUBUQUE365.COM
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I DON’T WANT BAD FISH IN MY SUSHI ROLL

HATS OFF TO
LIVE MUSIC CRAWL
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25
5:30 PM @ VARIOUS DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE BARS
Dubuque Main Street’s second annual
Hats Off to Live Music Crawl features
eight venues with live music on Friday, Jan. 25, thanks to presenting
sponsor Matthews Distributing. The
music crawl will start 5:30 p.m.
Exclusive Access passes are $15 and
limited to the first 240 registrants. The
pass provides you with trolley transportation between venues, no cover
charges, hors d’oeuvres, beverage
samplings by Matthews Distributing, and
access to Uber credits. Guests without
passes are able to enter the venues but
will have to pay for the cover charge.

To purchase your pass or for
more information, contact Dubuque
Main Street at 563-588-4400 or
visit DowntownDubuque.org. n

PARTICIPATING VENUES
The Blu Room

Riverboat Lounge

DAVID ZOLLO

TETE DE MORT

If you’re a follower of the Midwestern indie
music world (or of American roots music
generally) you might be forgiven for thinking
David Zollo has been around forever. Since
bursting on the scene as a baby-faced 21-yearold with Iowa City’s white-hot, road-chewing
pub-rockers High and Lonesome in 1992, Zollo
has done just about everything you can do in
the rock and roll business. You’ll get a chance
to experience the timeless power of a voice
that seems to have been with us forever.

Tete De Mort is an acoustic/electric hard-rock/
metal act out of Dubuque, playing hits from
the ‘90s and 2000s. This five-piece electric
band delivers heavy riffs and melodic vocals.

Mississippi Moon Bar

CHARLES WALKER BAND

JABBER BOX

Known for their high-energy performance,
Jabber Box won the Best Band award in
BestFest 2013. They play all your favorites
from Theory of a Deadman, Nickelback,
Buckcherry, Blink 182, and many more.

Dimensional Brewing Company

JJ SCHMITZ DUO

The self-proclaimed most adequate duo in the
Tri State area! If you like talent and fun, this
duo is it! Songs you love to dance to all night.

Smokestack
The Charles Walker Band’s core is a three
piece. Besides Charles and Porsche, Robert Gates nails down the drums. However,
their small size hasn’t stopped them from
opening for national acts including Earth
Wind & Fire, the Commodores, BB King,
Cameo, Aaron Neville, and Richard Marx.

ANDY WILBERDING

The Southend Tap

Andy Wilberding has been playing the
guitar for 50 years and performing in the
area since 1969. He does classics by artists like James Taylor, Jim Croce, Simon &
Garfunkel, Gordon Lightfoot, The Rolling
Stones, The Eagles, and many others.

AUTUMN REVERIE & ELIZABETH MARY

The Lift
FLASH IN A PAN

Flash in a Pan brings a fun mix of folk music of
many shades. Noted for their shining harmonies,
provocative compositions, and heart-felt performances, Flash in a Pan dishes out a sound that
is all at once familiar and refreshingly different.
DUBUQUE365.COM

Skinny MaGinny’s
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Autumn Reverie is an explosive post grunge
band out of Madison, WI. They have seen success after their self-titled release including local
radio play and having the pleasure to share
the bill with international acts such as Bush,
Chevelle, Shinedown, Filter, and Art of Dying.
Elizabeth Mary, local singer-songwriter, is
receiving radio play on local and regional radio
with her current single “Breathe in Girl.” Her
relatable lyrics and genuine personality will
leave you wanting more. Download Elizabeth
Mary’s music on all major music sites!
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ARGOSY’S FOOD
FOR THOUGHT

PIZZERIA UNO
REVISITED
BY RICH BELMONT

Amy Reiter, writing for Food Network Dish, stated a study
conducted by Harris Poll confirmed America’s favorite
comfort food is pizza! So it is not surprising there are over
72 restaurants offering fresh baked pizza in Dubuque;
Galena, IL; Platteville, WI; and surrounding areas.
When I am asked for my opinion of the very best
I always say Pizzeria Uno in Platteville is one of my
top three favorites. Then invariably the next question is: “isn’t that a chain restaurant?” The answer is
“absolutely not.” Many people assume it’s one of the
original Pizzeria Uno pizza parlors started in Chicago. It is not. However, while it is independently
owned and not a franchise, there is a connection.
The original Pizzeria Uno was established in 1943 on
the corner of Ohio and Wabash in downtown Chicago. It quickly became popular because it offered
a deep dish crust pizza prepared in accordance with
an old recipe combining authentic Italian spices,
quality tomatoes and lots of mozzarella cheese.
(Fun fact: to this day mozzarella continues to be the
most consumed cheese in the U.S.) Soon there were
several Pizzeria Uno restaurants around Chicago.
Together they were developed into a chain called
Uno Chicago Grill and in some places Uno Express.
Tom Kelly worked at the original Pizzeria Uno and in
1976 he purchased the Old Eagles Club in Platteville and
the rights to the Pizzeria Uno name in the State of Wisconsin. He created a replica of the original pizza making
sure he used the same recipes and baked the pizzas in
the same way. For example, the pan style pizzas are still
a deep crust with the cheese placed in the crust and then
copious quantities of other ingredients are added before
the sauce is added over the top. These pizzas are famous
for the Uno Special A La Mode. A layer of shredded
32
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mozzarella and provolone cheese blend is baked over the
top of your favorite pizza for a rich, stuffed pizza taste.
John and Karen Utley purchased Pizzeria Uno on
April 1, 1994. They have been running it for over 25 years
already. John had previously owned the Hoist House, a
Platteville bar. When he first started courting Karen one
of his first dates was at this pizzeria. He still remembers
ordering a pan style white crust Deluxe A La Mode fresh
mushroom pizza. It was the best pizza he and Karen
had ever eaten so naturally he had to buy the place!
Right from the start the Utleys had two major goals.
First make sure the quality and the taste of the food
remained as good as it was when the restaurant opened
in 1976. And second insure all their guests were treated
to exceptional service. Obviously, John and Karen
have achieved these objectives. Their Manager, Wayne
Spreeman, oversees the food preparation. The pizza
dough and the sauces are all made in-house. All the
cheeses are from Wisconsin and all the meat (except
pepperoni) are supplied by Weber Meats in Cuba City,
WI. Friendly and efficient customer service is provided
by a staff of approximately 55 dedicated and highly
motivated University of Wisconsin-Platteville students.
Pizzeria Uno is well known for its version of the
Long Island Iced Tea. Their secret recipe of vodka,
rum, triple sec and a few other ingredients offers a
wonderful prelude to a delicious dinner. There are
several flavors including the Original Long Island Iced
Tea; Strawberry Blond with lemonade and strawberry
syrup; Long Beach made with cranberry juice; Caribbean with Blue Curacao; Mediterranean with Midori
Melon Liqueur; and the O-Ronge with orange soda.
Of course there is a full premium bar (three when you
include the Annex and the Back Bar). One of their truly
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satisfying drinks is the Orangutan that tastes like Sweet
Tarts and was invented by a former creative server,
Brooke Nichols. You can order any of these drinks in
non-alcoholic versions or enjoy a delicious root beer on
tap. Some of these concoctions are pictured next to a
cheese shaker to give you an idea of how big they are.
Sipping one of these huge drinks takes a while so it’s
a good idea to enjoy some appetizers. Leo’s Way Nachos
is a good choice. The tortilla chips are covered with taco
beef, diced tomatoes, shredded cheese and jalapeño
peppers with either hot or mild sauce. Another great
starter is garlic bread with butter and Romano cheese.
Of course a pizzeria is a place to eat pizza, right?
Pizzeria Uno serves over 500,000 of them every year.
They come in several versions and flavors. First you
choose white or whole wheat crust. Then you decide
on pan style or skinny (thin) crust. Next you choose
from a list of 21 toppings or order from the list of 12
specialty pizzas. Finally, you decide if you want to add
A La Mode. This cheese blend top layer is best on pan
style pizzas and is ordered on about 90% of them.
The most popular pizza is the deluxe. It is loaded
with cheese, sausage, pepperoni, mushrooms, green
peppers, onions and green olives. The second biggest seller is the veggie pizza with cheese, onion,
green peppers, fresh mushrooms, green and black
olives and tomatoes. Most of the veggie pizzas are
ordered on wheat crust. I wonder why that is!
The Meaty Mouthful pizza comes with seven
meats: loose Italian sausage, sliced sausage links,
ground beef, meatballs, pepperoni, Canadian bacon
and bacon bites. The All American and the Delicious
Cheeseburger are just like hamburgers with cheddar and Monterey jack cheese only on a crust instead
DUBUQUE365.COM
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of some big bun. The cheeseburger even has lettuce,
onions, tomatoes and dill pickles! My favorite pizza is
the skinny crust with canned mushrooms and Weber
Meat’s Italian sausage. The cracker-like-crust is delightfully crunchy and does not overpower the toppings.
Of course, a self-respecting pizzeria must have pasta,
too. You can choose spaghetti, vegetable lasagna or my
favorite, mostaccioli. Next time I order it I will be sure to
add meatballs or Italian sausage links, or maybe both!
There is a variety of sandwiches to eat when you
don’t feel like pizza. The 10 sandwiches on the menu
are all good. However, the Italian sausage, the meatball
and Uno Burger are particularly delicious. My favorite is the Italian beef sandwich which is outstanding!
Garlic bread is stuffed with thinly sliced and marinated top round beef and served with an impressive
au jus. Those in the know always order this sandwich with mozzarella, green peppers and onions.
Monday is Mexican Monday. There are super-size
tacos and burritos. Tuesday is Tater Tuesday. If you like
spuds you have to eat here on Tuesday. Giant Markon
First Crop potatoes are stuffed with your favorite baked
potato fillings. There is a Taco Tater, a BBQ Beef Tater,
Italian Tater, cheeseburger, BBQ chicken, and for a real
uncommon tater, the tuna with cheddar cheese and
tomatoes. Friday is the only day fettuccini is served.
The pasta is tossed with heavy cream and garlic butter.
You can dress it up with diced chicken, shrimp or crab.
After you have had dinner here, you will be so full.
Hopefully you saved room for dessert. There are hot
fudge, caramel and chocolate sundaes and the thoroughly
decadent Hot Fudge, Chewy Crunchy Caramel Cake. This
last one was recommended by our waitress, Maria, and
she certainly knew what she was talking about. Then
DUBUQUE365.COM

again, the blended ice cream drinks are all too good to
pass up. There are so many so it’s hard to choose just one.
Pizzeria Uno is not only about great spirits to imbibe
but also a great place to lift your spirits. The pithy
sayings posted on the walls are amusing and there is
always a trivia question on the blackboard. Answer
the question and get a free drink! During my last visit
the question was, “Guess the academic major of your
server.” Our very personable and talented waitress
was Maria Bast and for the record her major is Elementary and Early Childhood Education. She did a great
job educating me so I should have guessed that!
By now, you have figured out Pizzeria Uno is all
about good food. But it’s also an entertainment hot
spot. Next to the restaurant is the Annex. It’s a fun
bar with great drinks and loud music. And behind
that is the Back Bar open during warm weather
months. It’s an outside open-air bar so smoking is
permitted and there is live music on weekends.
This place is so popular there is always a need for
more parking. Recently the McDonalds across the street
was torn down and that lot is now owned by Pizzeria Uno
and is ready to become a 400 space parking addition.
If you enjoy this pizza parlor as much as I do you
should try to get there as often as you can. After
25 years John and Karen have placed it up for sale.
They say they have enjoyed running it but now it is
time to retire. If you are interested in purchasing this
gold mine, contact John Utley at the restaurant.
Pizzeria Uno hasn’t changed much in 37 years. In fact
during the entire time this restaurant has been owned by
John and Karen not a single menu item has been deleted
and no new items have been inserted. This pizza parlor
was, and still is, a great place to eat, drink and be merry! n
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PIZZERIA UNO

175 W HIGHWAY 151, PLATTEVILLE, WI
608-348-8667 (UNOS) OR 608-348-7808
PIZZERIAUNO.NET
Hours: Mon–Sun: 4–11 PM
Prices: $7–$32

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE RESTAURANT YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE US VISIT? PLEASE SEND US YOUR
REQUESTS, SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS!
EMAIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM
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CHECK YOUR ATTITUDE BEFORE YOU WRECK YOUR ATTITUDE

DON’T WORRY
ABOUT 2019!
BY MATT BOOTH
I’m talking to way too many
people who are worried about
what will happen in 2019.
Will the market crash? Will they build
a wall? Will there be another recession?
A common problem when you worry
about stuff out of your control is the lack
of focus on today. Identify what progress
looks like to you and then take measurable action to achieve it today. Concentrate on the activities that you can control
to put today in the win column. This win
today mentality is grand because you
don’t have to fret over a bad yesterday
nor are you demoralized by tomorrow.
Consistent day-to-day victories turn into
weeks, which become months, which
turns into 2019 and equal success.
When making progress towards your
goals, don’t think about yesterday and
don’t bother with tomorrow. Today is the
day. If progress for the day is to contact
five new prospects, then do it. Grab a list
and go see two people, pick up the phone
and call two of them and then send the
fifth one an email. There, you’ve called
on five new prospects. You have just won
today. Don’t worry about the fact that
you didn’t call anyone yesterday, don’t
worry about your list tomorrow, just do
what it takes to consider today a win.
Maybe winning today for you means
getting an A on that test or reading
the bible? Maybe it means no drinking
booze or smoking one pack of cigarettes instead of two? Maybe winning
today means throwing out the leftover
Christmas cookies and going for a walk?

If that’s all you did today, consider it
a win. Then you can go to bed knowing you did well in laying a piece of the
foundation for what you will accomplish
down the road. Put enough days in the
win pile and you’ll see the progress.
Sure, you need to plan for 2019 and
the future but don’t let it overwhelm you.
If you just focus on today it can relieve
a lot of stress. What can you do right
now that helps you win today? Focus
on that and make forward progress.
For sustained success in any venture, it
is essential to win today. When tomorrow
gets here, do everything you can to put
it in the win pile. Don’t spend too much
time worrying about 2019. Concentrate
on the activities that give you a win today.
Consistent day-to-day wins turn into
weeks, which become months, which
convert to years, which equal success. n

CYA—CHECK YOUR ATTITUDE
Check Your Attitude with the 3 to 1 Ration. Many
people struggle with the notion of being positive
all the time. I believe it is impossible to be positive
all the time. “How much positivity is enough to be
a mostly positive person?” According to Dr. Barbara Fredrickson’s, you should aim for a positivity
ratio of at least 3 to 1. For every negative experience you should experience at least at three positives. This research should allow you to breathe
a sigh of relief knowing you don’t have to be
positive all the time and you don’t have to deny
your negative emotions. If you CYA enough, you
won’t have to worry about Covering Your Butt!

MATT BOOTH
MATT BOOTH IS A CSP (CERTIFIED SPEAKING PROFESSIONAL). THE CSP DESIGNATION
IS THE SPEAKING INDUSTRY’S INTERNATIONAL MEASURE OF PROFESSIONALISM.
THERE ARE LESS THAN 800 CSPS IN THE WORLD. CONNECT WITH MATT TODAY AND
FIND OUT HOW HIS UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AND BUSINESS EXPERIENCE CAN HELP
YOU IMPROVE YOUR ATTITUDE. 563-590-9693 OR EMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.
“MATT TRADED IN HIS PACIFIER FOR A MICROPHONE!” —KEN BOOTH (MATT’S DAD)
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THAT FREE CHOLESTEROL SCREENING!

STOP THE PRESSES, STOP THE PRESSES
BY BOB GELMS
Everything I have learned, under any circumstances,
about the first Bible ever printed, about Gutenberg’s
part in the invention of the printing press or his culture
shattering invention of moveable type and about the
part two other people played in this story but never got
credit for was turned utterly inside out by Gutenberg’s
Apprentice by Alix Christie. I had a glorious time reading
it. Every page dripped with information I was unaware of.
I find this sort of book interesting, provocative, riveting, and enjoyable beyond measure. In Gutenberg’s
Apprentice the real-life characters are of course Johann
Gutenberg, his apprentice Peter Schoeffer, and Gutenberg’s partner and Peter’s stepfather, Johann Fust.
These three men are responsible for one of the most
momentous inventions in the history of humankind, on
par with the invention of the wheel. In the middle of
the 15th century, Europe and the lands in the east were
a firestorm of ignorance, intolerance, and violence disguised as piety. The intractable belief was that God was
on the side of the speaker and everyone else must die.
Into this white-hot environment comes JG
and the boys. After a while it starts to leak out
that JG has an invention that would spit out hundreds of copies of a book in one year whereas
the traditional way of making a book by hand by
a scribe could only make, maybe, one or two.
The price of books went into freefall. Now the
middle class could afford a few books in their
home but it put almost all scribes out of work.
During this time, the middle class had managed
to create an assortment of guilds, the precursor of
labor unions. Gutenberg spread around exceedingly hefty bribes to keep the guild masters quiet
about his innovations but also to keep from having
to hire people he didn’t need in order to placate the
members of the guilds. Some things don’t change.
Then, in the middle of all this, Muslim Turks
invaded Constantinople, the “Rome” of the Eastern Orthodox Christian church. They razed it to the
ground. Time for another crusade. The pope would
need money, money, money and, of course troops.
If you were well off you had to fork over a donation. You could also buy your way out of fighting
in case you didn’t have bone spurs in your foot.
Herr Fust had subsidized Gutenberg’s invention
to the tune of way more money than he had. He was
heavily in debt and he wanted someone to watch
over his investment. Enter, stage left, stepson Peter.
Fust dragged him from his job as one of the finest
Scribes in Europe to work as Gutenberg’s apprentice.
Peter was not at all a happy guy. Especially since
Herr Gutenberg (real name: Johann Gensfleisch, name
change: a little mysterious) was despicable, caustic,
incredibly abusive, sometimes violent toward employees, narcissistic, and a thief of all credit for EVERYTHING connected with the press and moveable type.
That last bit was particularly galling to Peter as he
himself made vast improvements to how the type
was actually made. Peter also improved the way the
type was set which sped up the process twofold and
he devised parts that improved accuracy so all the
pages looked identical and perfectly left-justified.
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They printed various small jobs for the Archbishop
and the Burgermeister. Then, they took on printing
a Bible like no one in history had ever seen. It was to
be about 1,100 pages which was too big for one book
so their Bible would be in two volumes: Volume One,
the Old Testament and Volume Two, the New Testament. When it was finally published, the printers
couldn’t keep it on the shelf, in a manner of speaking. It was wildly successful. Oh, it was printed in
colors, red and black. People were flabbergasted.
They made about 180 Bibles. There are 48 copies
still in existence. Some of them are complete but most
are missing parts. A few of the Bibles list all three men
as the creators but most do not. And here’s a fact to
make you choke on your margarita. In 1987, somebody
with WAY too much money paid $5.4 million for a Bible
but, alas, he paid that much for just one volume, the
Old Testament. $5.4 million and he only got half.
Peter went on to be an innovator and a publisher of
almost 300 books. He partnered up with his stepfather
and they made lots of money. In 1457, they produced
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the Mainz Psalter, which is
almost universally thought
of as the most beautiful book ever printed.
Johann Fust did well
with his stepson after
his deal with Gutenberg
expired. He died in Paris
in 1466 after contracting
the plague. Gutenberg,
at his own insistence,
was recognized as the
sole inventor of the
printing press and of moveable type. He was honored
with various appointments and continued to print
small jobs. It is thought that he never signed one of his
books. Imagine a Bible signed by Johann Gutenberg.
I am a literary geek and a nerd. For me, reading Gutenberg’s Apprentice was like the best roller
coaster ride, sitting in the front seat. It’s a winner all the way. You will not be disappointed. n
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PUZZLE PAG
WHERE’S GENERAL BOB?

General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 39

®

More For Your Family!
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Can you spot 10 differences in this rendering from the proposed new Five Flags
Arena? Answers on page 39.

UPCOMING FAMILY EVENTS
SAT 1/12

MON 1/21

L&MOP Concert Series: StringQ
10 AM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

School’s Out Ed-Ventures

The Northeast Iowa School of Music presents
Lollipops and Music for Our Preschoolers
(L&MOP), a free and fun monthly concert series
that exposes children and their families to a
variety of musical styles and instruments.
January features StringQ, faculty from the
Northeast Iowa School of Music. Free.

9 AM–NOON & 1–4 PM @ NATIONAL

Second Saturdays at DuMA:
Fever River Puppeteers

Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs

1–2 PM @ DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

PERFORMANCES: JAN. 26 @ 10 AM AND 2 PM

Family-oriented programming features culturally-diverse performing arts acts and hands-on
art activities that the entire family will enjoy.
January features the Fever River Puppeteers:
Bremen Town Musicians. Free. DBQart.com.

@UD HERITAGE CENTER

MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

School’s Out Ed-Ventures provide children
in K–5 grade with engaging, interactive, and
educational programs on select dates when
the Dubuque Community School District is
not in session. Half day and full day options
are available. Participants must bring a sack
lunch for full day camps. January’s sessions
are: Opposite Day (AM Session) and What’s
Bugging Belva? (PM Session). RSVP the
Friday before the Ed-Venture. $25 members;
$30 non-members. 563-557-9545 x213.
RiverMuseum.com/edventures.

AUDITIONS: JAN. 21 @ 4:15–6:15 PM

See details on page 6.

TUE 2/5

MON 1/14
Toddler Time
10:30–11 AM @ EAST DBQ LIBRARY

Every Monday toddlers have their own
special time with caregivers to sing
songs, hear stories and complete crafts.
Free. 122 Wisconsin Ave, East Dubuque,
IL. 815-747-3052. EDLibrary.org.

Sibling Class & Tour
6:30–8 PM @ MERCY MEDICAL CENTER

For children 3–10 years of age and
their expectant parents. 250 Mercy Dr.
563-589-8000. MercyDubuque.com/events.

DUBUQUE365.COM
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Toddler Tuesday:
W is for White-tailed Deer
9 & 10:30 AM @ NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI
RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Toddler Tuesdays are open to children ages 2–4
and a caregiver. Programs include a variety of
hands-on and active activities, including a craft
and a game. Space is limited. $8 members;
$10 non-members. 563-557-9545 x213.
RiverMuseum.com/toddler-tuesdays.
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RUMOR HAS IT THE FILAMENT HAS WONDERFUL PEA SALAD

w Gwen Werner’s w
Good Advice
DEAR GWEN,

DEAR A LEMON, LOOKING,

My labmates are two cis, white, straight, upper-class
men. And they love hearing about my queer identity
when it is funny stuff like the hanky code or silly
lesbian dating stories, etc, But when I give them real
action items that they can do to support me and other
queers, they always push back and find reasons to not
do them. They don’t want to seem like “performative
allies.” So how do I navigate a work space where
people like my identity when it is convenient and fun
for them, but not when it challenges them?
—Regards, Gay on Grandview

Lucky for you, I got on Tinder just a few weeks
ago. Here is what I’ve learned: There are far
more men named Tanner than I expected.
Boys are not cute. At this point, I took boys
out of the equation entirely. There you have it:
my entire coming out story start to finish.

DEAR GAY ON GRANDVIEW,
They don’t want to seem like “performative allies”
so they’re just gonna not be allies at all? Guess you
better turn into exactly what they think you are.
Tell them gay recruitment is real. Then leave a hanky on
their desk, or a flyer for a Pride event, introduce them to
someone flamboyant and mention that they’re single.
Go to Goodwill and see if you can find some
softball trophies you put on the desk in the office.
Talk about a girl for a number of days. Mention a
date. When they ask about the date, tell them it
couldn’t happen because there were no available
U-Hauls, that you rescheduled for next week.
And if all else fails, “bury your gays,” and, like every
lesbian or queer woman on TV, die. These boys will
finally feel like they have experienced a great hardship
and they’ll use their feigned grief to pick up women
at bars. Maybe then they’ll finally feel like they have a
connection to the community, after all these years.
—xoxo Gwen

When I began messaging my matches, I threw
down tough scenarios initially. To one: “Wanna
help me figure out what to do with a dead cat?”
Surprisingly, no response, but I guess that just
proves they can’t handle a whole lotta woman
like me (a woman with a whole lotta dead cat).
To another: “So you think the moon landing was
fake or what?” And another: “I see that picture of
you flexing, but do I also see a bowl of edamame
behind you? I’m a slack for some coarse salt.”
You gotta hook them a simulated funny and
easy-going attitude before you throw down the
childhood trauma and trust issues and addiction
and general slobbiness. Trick them into loving
you. Then by the time they find out you’re a
complete garbage person, they’ll be in too deep.
Maybe they’ll own property with you! Or even
better, maybe you’ll have a child with them!
In case you were wondering, yes, I went on a date
with a dyke who owns a laser level and we looked at
art and drank loose leaf tea and I sent her videos of
me trying to put a nail in a plaster wall and doing a
very bad job and she had no solutions, but she said
she’ll show me how to build a campfire.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEN,
I’m trying online dating, after avoiding it for a long
time. It felt like a cop out before, but now it seems
like that’s how everyone gets to know people. Got
any tips for my profile?
—Best, A Lemon, Looking
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GWEN WERNER
GWEn WErnEr Is a sOrOrIty DrOPOut anD
CryBaBy, rEaDy anD WILLInG tO BOss yOu
arOunD. IF yOu Want tO tELL HEr sHE’s
PrEtty, EMaIL GWEN.S.WERNER@GMAIL.COM.
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IF YOU LIKE SUDOKU, YOU SHOULD TRY AKARI

ARIES

LIBRA

(MAR 21–APR 19)

(SEP 23–OCT 22)

Love and romance are on your mind
today after watching that fake deleted footage
of the fake 47 hour Ken Burns documentary
about how to fake your own death. You could
also feel a need to grow closer to your friends,
finally starting the wheels rolling on that plot
to take over a Dairy Queen franchise by force.

TAURUS
(APR 20–MAY 20)

Close relationships should grow
increasingly closer as you learn how to make
the fireballs you keep spraying at people with
hairspray and a Zippo smaller and smaller until
they’re barely causing third degree burns anymore.
You’re likely to feel extremely warm towards
people, but a lot of that could also be the fireballs.

GEMINI
(MAY 21–JUNE 20)

Members of your household including
you, your burned DVDs of the entire series of Monk,
and the coat rack you keep thinking is a person
when you huff too much of the stuff they spray into
shoes at the bowling alley should come together
and decide some mutual goals for what you’d like
to accomplish aside from maintaining a lackluster
heart condition and never talking to the neighbors.

CANCER
(JUNE 21–JULY 22)

You’re feeling loved, so share
the love. Except to Bill, that idiot.

LEO
(JULY 23–AUG 22)

There’s been some scuttlebutt around
town as to what the Federation of Vaporous
Government Entities have been planning in the
abandoned salt water taffy factory three towns
over, and both the simple and complex answers
are the same: what abandoned salt water taffy
factory and also who are you talking to?

VIRGO
(AUG 23–SEP 22)

Communication between you and
those you love is likely to be heightened by
the cigarettes laced with PCP and your own
dandruff that you’ve been smoking for the last
six days straight with no sleep. As you learn
to speak your mind while not being too blunt,
don’t forget that there are people out there who
genuinely care about you even though you offer
practically nothing in return as a human being.
DUBUQUE365.COM

Messages from close friends
expressing their love and admiration for you may
seem to arrive out of the blue, but make sure you
overthink it, concoct a giant web of conspiracy
against you, close off all communication with
the outside world, pay for things using only cash
for a year, eventually move into a cabin in the
woods, and live to the age of 145 by teaching
yourself to live off only dirt and river water.

SCORPIO
(OCT 23–NOV 21)

Your lucky number is 37.

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 22–DEC 21)

You’re always one to face
things logically, which unfortunately means
you cannot be president someday.

CAPRICORN

PUZZLE ANSWERS

(DEC 22–JAN 19)

Though you’re likely to feel especially
friendly and outgoing to the people who stumble
upon your top secret kickboxing/BBQ ribs facility,
remember the code you promised to uphold
when you became an all-knowing master of
both kickboxing and BBQ ribs and do the right
thing by putting these well-meaning and very,
very confused customers out of their misery.

AQUARIUS
(JAN 20–FEB 18)

I feel like you’re really doing
potential interests on Tinder a disservice
by not mentioning in your bio how many
nonsense memes they’ll be texted.

PISCES
(FEB 19–MAR 20)

The mutual exploration of spiritual
and intellectual ideas could bring you closer
to friends and lovers or potentially the bottom
of the ocean as you fill your pockets with the
bones and souls of people you used to know
and walk and walk and walk until there’s
nothing but water for miles above your head.

RYAN WERNER
RYAN WERNER IS A PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER,
ATTITUDE EXPERT AND PROBLEM SOLVER.
HE ENGAGES, ENTERTAINS AND EDUCATES
AUDIENCES AROUND THE WORLD.

GENERAL BOB IS AT THE RED SUEDE ROOM AT THE MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR
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