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The all new periodic adventures of Coco 
the Miniature Rescue Wonder Poodle, 
Part 2: Have Poop Bag, Will Travel.

Well, it’s been about six weeks since we 
brought home our little rescue buddy. He 
turned 9 years old last week but still looks 
like a puppy save for hints of grey on is 
back and a funny little hitch in his giddy-up 
that might be some kind of osteoarthritis 
thing, but it doesn’t slow him down.

In less than a month he went from 
timid skittish rescue pup to full lord and 
master of the household, holding court on 
the couch and though quiet, occasionally 
announcing the unwanted presence of a 
loud car or dog in the neighborhood. And 
like the doll for boys from the ‘80s he’s “my 
buddy,” because wherever I go, he goes.

He comes to work with me almost 
everyday, curling up at my feet in the 
365ink office and just chillin’ the day away 
with occasional excited trips around the 
block for a pee. More like 27 pees. He’s 
a territory marker and I assure you that 
our block of downtown between Bluff 
and Locust on Cable Car Square has been 
well and fully marked. There’s not a singe 
vertical structure from tree, to hydrant, to 
sign post to planter that has not been at 
least thrice marked already. And the funny 
part is, he’s clearly out of, um, ammunition, 
after the first three or four markings but 
it doesn’t stop him from shooting blanks 
in the appropriate direction. About 1 in 3 
times, the wolf instinct kicks in and he tried 
to kick nonexistent loose dirt over the mark.

Basically, much of my life now revolves 
around his bowel schedule. When I was a 
young man I’d always have extra guitar picks 
in my pocket. More recently, you’ll always 
find my Bluetooth headphones in there. 
Now, they are joined by the ever-present 
poop bag and paper towel, because you 
just never know when the urge will strike. 
Now that he’s stopped pooping in the dining 
room, it only strikes twice a day, but each 
string can come in as many as three quick 
sessions over ten minutes. And while the 
sleeves for the Dubuque Advertisers would 
great for the poo extraction, I promise you 
that for a little dog, three is all that will tie up 
in that long little bag, knotted three times.

Because I plan my breaks during the 
day around his digestion, he’s come to earn 
new and creative poop-related nicknames 
daily, although when I talk to him, and I do 
regularly, I refer to it as a rookie or a dooker. 
Therefore, his ever-changing new names 
seem to revolve around that moniker, such 
as the Dook of Earl. Sir Dooks-A-Lot, Philo-
neous Dook or the Dookmaster General.

Quite annoyingly, it takes a lazy half 
hour of him sniffing around the back yard 
while I’m mowing for him to decide to do his 
business in his own yard. Instead, it seems 
we need to go for a walk for him to, lets say, 
work it out. And I live on a steep hill. So if I 

want him to do his thang, I need to walk up 
a steep ass hill to achieve the mission. I can’t 
wait for winter. Ugh. Speaking of mowing. 
This guy gets worked up if you make a fake 
fart noise on the couch, yet he’ll lay in the 
grass and won’t move until you literally 
nudge him with the front of the running 
lawn mower. He’s really kind of an idiot, but 
the most handsome little idiot ever made.

Since we’re talking about the most 
personal and embarrassing parts of Coco’s 
personal life (nobody tell him), it’s also 
notable and very noticeable that he is 
indeed a boy. I get a lot of, “oh, what’s her 
name” and I want to say, well you can see 
by the fact that he’s hung like that she’s a 
he. What can I say, I have a well-endowed 
tiny poodle Don Juan. Actually “Don” lost 
his stud title about 3 months ago at the 
shelter. Sorry, buddy. You had almost nine 
good years. Now that’s he’s just had his first 
haircut, making him look even more like a 
puppy and less like a Wookie, it’s hilariously 
noticeable when we go for a walk and he 
gets just the right cadence going and his 
big little doggy weiner starts flapping like 
a metronome, slapping him on either side 
of his belly to the beat of his own drum-
mer. Wear it like a badge, little man!

We also, and when I say we, I mean my 
lovely caring wife, wanted him to have the 
very best and we started feeding him a very 
expensive raw frozen dog food with no crap 
in it. It’s really awesome stuff. It’s also very 
expensive, like I said. So we looked for the 
only slightly less expensive, super expensive 
all-natural, no filler kibble. Well, now that’s 
he’s “seen the top of the mountain and it 
is good,” he wants little to do with lowly 
kibble. So he’ll go for a day or more without 
eating rather than eat the exceptionally 
high quality kibble. So we break down and 
feed him the frozen stuff we have in reserve. 
Not sure how to back out of that promise?

But then again he plays catch 
with himself, so that saves me a lot 
of time. Maybe it’s a fair trade.

I think the next installment of this 
series will be called “Were you going 
to stand there? Because if you were, 
I’m going to go ahead and stand there 
right before you take your step. Oh, and 
I totally match the kitchen floor.” n
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tOYs FOR 
tOts sUMMER 
COURtYARD 
COnCERt
FEAtURInG tHE LOnELY GOAts
sPOnsORED BY DUPACO
sUnDAY, AUGUst 13
6 PM @ sCHMID InnOvAtIOn CEntER 
COURtYARD, FORMERLY CARADCO  
(955 WAsHInGtOn st)
Thanks to the ongoing generous support 
of Dupaco Community Credit Union, 
365ink Magazine is once again able to 
host a great night of live music, cold 
beer and great food under blue skies in 
the beautiful Schmid Innovation Center 
Courtyard at 955 Washington St. in 
downtown Dubuque’s Millwork District. 
The performance will take place on 
Sunday, Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. Music starts at 
6:30 p.m. featuring The Lonely Goats. 

The Lonely Goats perform an eclectic 
mix of music from rock to zydeco 
and blues to gypsy. And as a special 
treat, the amazing Amanda Joy will 
treat you to two stunning belly dance 

performances during the evening, 
backed by the band. Tickets for the 
performance are just $5 at the door 
only, with proceeds benefiting Marine 
Corps Toys For Tots in the Tri-States.

Brazen Open Kitchen + Bar will once 
again be whipping up a great treat for 
purchase on site as well as serving cold 
refreshing beers and wine. So feel free to 
come hungry. Seating will be provided, 
but you are welcome to bring a cozy 
chair if you prefer. No carry-ins. In case 
of rain, the concert will be held inside 
Inspire Café. For more information, 
contact 365ink at 563-588-4365. n

IMAGInE DUBUQUE tREAt + GREEt
WEDnEsDAY, AUGUst 16
5:30 PM @ WAsHInGtOn PARK (700 LOCUst st)
Dubuque residents and stakehold-
ers are invited to participate in the 
Imagine Dubuque Treat + Greet 
event on Wednesday, Aug. 16, at 
5:30 p.m. in Washington Park. Treat 
+ Greet is the final community event 
focused on gathering and refining 
input as part of the City of Dubuque’s 
Comprehensive Planning process, 
entitled “Imagine Dubuque.” 

Imagine Dubuque is the next step 
in creating a more sustainable, resil-
ient, inclusive and equitable legacy for 
Dubuque. The Comprehensive Plan 
serves as a guide for the community’s 
physical, social and economic devel-
opment. It is a key tool to developing 
policy, informing the city budget, and 
community initiatives. Imagine Dubuque 
is designed to further the momen-
tum to create a more viable, livable, 
and equitable community. Paramount 
to this effort is community input.

The City of Dubuque’s new draft 
Comprehensive Plan was created from 
over 12,000 ideas and insights shared by 
residents who “Imagined Dubuque.” At 
the Treat + Greet event, the draft plan 
will be available for community discus-
sion, with large boards of the various 
plan chapters displayed for review and 
comment. This event is an opportunity 
to learn about and comment on the next 
step towards defining Dubuque’s future.

Complimentary refreshments will 
be provided for attendees. RSVPs 
are not required but are appreciated. 
Residents are encouraged to RSVP 
today at ImagineDubuque.com/rsvp. 

To learn about the Imagine 
Dubuque campaign, share ideas, 
and receive project updates, visit 
and follow the project website at 
ImagineDubuque.com or download 
the free project app by searching 
“Imagine Dubuque” in an app store. n
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tHURsDAY, AUGUst 10

Bike night thursday: soldout War
5 PM @ MCGRATH DUBUQUE HARLEY DAVIDSON

Mcgrath Dubuque Harley Davidson features a 
burnout contest. the 50/50 benefits the 
Dubuque Humane society. Enjoy food and 
drinks! 145 n Crescent Ridge.

Inspiring People series: 
Mary Potter Kenyon
7–8:15 PM @ INSPIRE CAFÉ

these monthly presentations are offered 
as informal and intimate exchanges for the 
open-hearted and curious. Mary Potter Kenyon 
believes that everyone has a story to tell. she 
wondered if hers had ended with the cumula-
tive loss of mother, husband, and grandson in a 
three-year period. seeking ways to honor their 
memory, she discovered yet another stage of 
grief; that of transformation. Free. 955 Wash-
ington st. 563-583-8338. inspire-cafe.com.

Global Leadership summit
UD HERITAGE CENTER

Aug. 10–11. Willow Creek Association’s 3rd 

global Leadership summit drives transforma-
tion with fresh, actionable insight from faculty 
who challenge leaders to maximize their 
influence. the summit will be simulcast live by 
satellite to 600 sites in north America. 
Fourteen faculty were selected for their 
expertise, proven success, and innovative 
approaches in non-profit, government, 
education, and faith-based sectors. $209/
person; $189/person for a group of 10+; $89 
students, faculty, and active military personnel. 
willowcreek.com/summit.

UsCA national Canoe & Kayak 
Marathon Championships
MISSISSIPPI RIVER, DUBUQUE

Aug. 10–13. In cooperation with the Dubuque 
Dragon Boat Association and the Dubuque Water 
sports Club, the 2017 usCA national Marathon 
Canoe & Kayak Championships will be an event to 
have some fun, meet great people, both old and 
new friends, celebrate sustainability, and explore 
what Dubuque all has to offer. 563-583-6345. 

Iowa state Fair
IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS (DES MOINES, IA)

Aug 10–20. Enjoy attractions, rides, great food, 
butter cows, and grandstand concerts by Pen-
tatonix, Alabama, Little Big town, nickelback, 
I Love the ‘90s, John Mellencamp Kid Rock, 
and For King & Country. IowaStateFair.org.

FRIDAY, AUGUst 11

needle Art and Quilt show
9 AM–4 PM @ UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH (PLATTEVILLE, WI)

Aug. 11–12 at 9 a.m.–4 p.m. and Aug 13 at 
noon–4 p.m. special displays include a 
tribute to Cindy Clark, Martha tilbury, and 
Marilyn White as well as yearly creative 
challenges. Also enjoy various needle art and 
quilts and the boutique. Handicap acces-
sible. Presented by tri-state needlearts. 
$4. 1065 Lancaster st, Plattville, WI.

summerfest Dubuque
5–10 PM @ Q CASINO BACK WATERS STAGE

Dubuque Area Labor-Management Council’s 
summerfest Dubuque moves to Q Casino’s 
Back Waters stage. Enjoy the outdoor festival 
with fantastic music, tasty food and ice cold 
beverages. the Matt stedman Band headlines 
and 50 Pound Rooster opens. Free-will 
donations for DALMC’s Education and skilled 
trade grant programs and the Labor Harvest. 
All ages. Free. DALMC.com.

Downtown Friday night: Hot Mess
6:30–10 PM @ DYERSVILLE, IA

Enjoy live music, food, games for the kids, and 
water ball fights hosted by the Fire Depart-
ment. this month features turtle races, a 
farmers’ market and local vendors, as well 
as kids’ games and rides. Dyersville.org.
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2017 CAsCADE 
HOMEtOWn DAYs
AUGUst 18–20
CAsCADE, IA
With a theme of “Celebrating 130 
years; Thank you Cascade Fire Depart-
ment!”, get ready for a weekend 
full of hometown good times.

On Friday, Aug. 18 there will be a 
fire department open house from 5 
to 7 p.m. followed by Hypnotist Tom 
Roth from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and the Adam 
Keith Band from 9 p.m. to midnight.

Saturday’s highlights include the parade 
at 11 a.m., a vendor fair from noon to 5 p.m., 
and a kids’ corner all day from noon to 
8 p.m. with games, inflatables, face painting 
and balloon animals. The Main Street Car 
show starts at noon, and 1 p.m. brings water-
ball fights, a scavenger hunt and a bean bag 
tournament. Live music is provided 1-4 p.m. 
at Music on Main St by the Drew Manternach 
Band. The Cascade Amphitheater is a center 
of entertainment as well with The Dean of 
Juggling at 2 p.m., The Frey’s at 3 p.m., Cade 
Wessels at 4 p.m., Nutsy Turtle and Lori at 
5 p.m. and headliner Aaron Einhouse from 
Austin, TX from 8 to 11 p.m.. And it’s all free!

The weekend wraps up Sunday with a 
Cornerstone Church Breakfast at 9 a.m. and 
service in Riverview Park at 10 a.m. Addi-
tionally, the Hometown Days Poker Bike Ride 
has sign-up starting at 9 a.m. at Riverview 
Park. Finally, 11 a.m. brings the Hawkeye 
Vintage Club Tractor Pull at the Legion Park. 
See the ad to the left for more details! n

DUBUQUE… AnD 
ALL tHAt JAZZ!
FEAtURInG tHE BLUE OLIvEs
FRIDAYs: AUGUst 18 AnD sEPtEMBER 1 
3–9 PM @ tOWn CLOCK PLAZA
Dubuque Main Street and the Dubuque 
Jaycees invite you to celebrate the beloved 
free summer concert series, Dubuque… 
and All That Jazz! The event kicks off 
with a bean bag tournament at 3 p.m. 
with the Jaycees beer tents opening at 
3:30 p.m. followed by an opening musi-
cal act at 4 p.m. with the headliner taking 
stage at 5 p.m. Food sales begin at 5 p.m.

The August edition features The Blue 
Olives, an energetic Madison-based 
group featuring over 400 songs in their 
repertoire and four albums. With influ-
ences stemming from BB King, ZZ Top, 
Miles Davis, and Frank Zappa, Soul 
Sherpa opens. Sponsored by Cottingham 
& Butler and Dubuque Bank & Trust

For more information visit 
DowntownDubuque.org or contact 
Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400. n
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sAtURDAY, AUGUst 12

India Independence Day
NOON–2 PM @ STEEPLE SQUARE

Join the Multicultural Family Center and 
community members originally from India for 
this fun-filled afternoon with authentic Indian 
food, music, Mehndi (henna tattoos), games, 
prizes, and an educational presentation. 
Registration required. Free. VMFCDbq.org.

Meet Author Dean Klinkenberg
1 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

4–6 PM @ RIVER LIGHTS

Join author of the Mississippi Valley Traveler 
guides, Dean Klinkenberg for a musical float 
trip through the history of the Mississippi River. 
Hear all about river towns, river transportation, 
monsters, and flooding, with clips from songs 
about the river and stories of the people and 
places of the Mississippi valley. At River Lights, 
he will be signing copies of his latest Frank 
Dodge Mystery, Double Dealing in Dubuque.

new Diggings Music Festival
2:30–6:30 PM @ NEW DIGGINGS GENERAL 

STORE & INN (NEW DIGGINGS, WI)

Aug. 12 at 2:30–6:30 p.m. and Aug. 13 at 
3:30–7:30 p.m. the fun returns to the friendly 
confines of the Diggs. Enjoy a hog roast and 
Black Water gin live on saturday with the Dylan 
Doyle Band on sunday. NewDiggs.com.

BurgFest
4 PM–MIDNIGHT @ THE BURG TAVERN

Live music is key for the first annual BergFest 
featuring Dylan Doyle Band, Menace, and 
the spazmatics. A percentage of profits to 
benefit shullsburg Community Fund. Adults 
21+. tickets are available at the Burg tavern 
in shullsburg, nick’s Bar in Platteville and 
the sandy Hook tavern in Hazel green, or 
online at theburgwi.com. $20 adv/$25 
door. 134 W. Water st, shullsburg, WI.

Hempstead Football tailgate Party
5 PM @ GRAND RIVER CENTER

Enjoy grilled food and bake sale. Meet the 
coaches and players, plus a silent auc-
tion, raffle, dunk tank, photo booth, bean 
bag tournament and games. Proceeds 
go toward new uniforms and travel and 
meal expenses for out of town games. $10. 
hempsteadfootballtailgate.eventbrite.com.

Rockin’ on the River
6 PM @ RIVERVIEW AMPHITHEATER 

(CASCADE, IA)

Bring your cooler and lawn chairs to enjoy 
great music and food at Cascade’s River-
view Amphitheater. this month features 
the Mississippi Band. Admission is $5.

sUnDAY, AUGUst 13

Ghost sunday Comedy show
1–2:30 PM @ FIELD OF DREAMS 

MOVIE SITE (DYERSVILLE, IA)

Watch the ghost Players emerge from the 
magical corn at the Field of Dreams Movie site 
for family-friendly comedy with a special mes-
sage. Bring your lawn chairs and sunscreen. 
Concessions available. A few audience mem-
bers will be chosen to play with the ghosts, 
and all are welcome to autographs and photos 
with the ghosts after the show. Limited vIP 
seating. Free. FieldOfDreamsMovieSite.com.

Music in Jackson Park
6-8 PM @ JACKSON PARK

Free evening concerts in Jackson Park 
celebrate the diversity of one of downtown 
Dubuque’s neighborhoods. the family-
friendly events, sponsored by the Downtown 
neighborhood Association, the Multicul-
tural Family Center, and City of Dubuque, 
feature a different style of music for each 
concert and free food. MFCdbq.org.

Grant County Fair
GRANT COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

(LANCASTER, WI)

Aug. 13–20. the grant County Fair features 
4-H, FFA, and youth projects, carnival rides, 
a demolition derby, and other entertain-
ment. visit GrantCountyFairWI.org.

tUEsDAY, AUGUst 15

Open Mic Poetry night 
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Read your own or others’ work (share the 
poet’s name so listeners can find and enjoy 
other work by those creators). Children 
should be accompanied by an adult. Free.

tHURsDAY, AUGUst 17

August songwriter showcase: 
Megan Roeth
7–9 PM @ GALENA CFA (GALENA, IL)

this month’s songwriters showcase features 
Megan Roeth. Hosted by Lenny Wayne and 
L.A. suess. Free. 219 summit st, galena, 
IL. GalenaCenterForTheArts.com.

EvEnts 
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FIsHtIvAL ARt FEstIvAL
sAtURDAY, AUGUst 19
10 AM @ RIvERFROnt PARK (BELLEvUE, IA)
Join the Bellevue Arts Council Saturday, 
Aug. 19 to celebrate the creative arts 
in a beautiful setting along the Missis-
sippi River. The annual Fishtival Arts 
Festival includes local and regional 
artists exhibiting and selling their 
work, arts activities for children and 
families, food vendors, and a visit from 
a mermaid (depending on high water).

Highway 52, locally called Riverview, 
will be closed to traffic throughout the 
day in the area of the Fishtival. New this 
year are free, hands-on arts workshops 
in watercolor painting, pastel painting, 
and ceramic pottery. Supplies will be 
furnished. The indoor art exhibit will 

feature work for sale by members of the 
Bellevue Arts Council. Booths will be set 
up along the Riverfront Park. Currently, 
more than a dozen vendors working in 
various mediums will be on hand. There 
will also be food vendors as well as 
meals available in nearby restaurants.

As the art show ends at 4 p.m., a 
waterski performance by Ski Bellevue 
will start at 4:30 p.m., viewable from the 
riverbank. A street dance featuring local 
band Whiskey Revival will begin at 7 p.m. 
There is space available for more artists. 
Contact Dave Eischeid at 563-542-7020 
for details. For ongoing information visit 
Facebook.com/BellevueArtsCouncil. n

PAInt tHE PORt 
WEEKEnD
sEPtEMBER 15–19
FREEPORt, IL
Freeport, IL becomes a destina-
tion weekend Sept. 15–17 with many 
wonderful things to do and fun for 
the whole family. For more details 
on all of the following events, 
visit PaintThePort.com. n

“nAPKIn nOtEs” AUtHOR 
GARtH CALLAGHAn REtURns
tHURsDAY, AUGUst 31
6:30 PM @ HOtEL JULIEn DUBUQUE 
BALLROOM (200 MAIn st)
The “You Inspire Me Series” welcomes 
back the celebrated author of Nap-
kin Notes: Make Lunch Meaningful, 
Life Will Follow, Garth Callaghan, to 
Dubuque on Thursday, Aug. 31 with 
a FREE public presentation at Hotel 
Julien Dubuque Ballroom at 6:30 p.m. 
He will visit schools earlier in the day.

Garth has been diagnosed with can-
cer four times in the past five years, once 
with prostate cancer, the other three 
times with kidney cancer. He is currently 
under treatment and battling metastatic 
kidney cancer. When his daughter Emma 
was in kindergarten, Garth started to 
write an inspirational note on a napkin 
and tuck it away in her lunch box. When 
he was diagnosed with cancer a third 
time, he was worried he may not live to 
see Emma graduate from high school. 
But he wanted to continue the napkin 
note tradition. So he set out to write all 
of the notes Emma would need to see 
her through to graduation, just in case. 
He wrote 826 napkin notes in all. Not 
long after, his book has been featured 

on been optioned to be a Major Motion 
Picture by Reese Witherspoon’s produc-
tion Company through New Line Cinema.

Garth had such a profoundly positive 
experience in Dubuque the first time, he 
wanted to come back and talk to kids 
again, especially now that he’s even bet-
ter with the speaking than he was when 
fame was thrust upon him unexpect-
edly two years ago. That, and he really 
wants to see the Field of Dreams in 
the summertime instead of February. 
That’s a good enough excuse for us!

The series is made possible thanks 
to the generous support of the Com-
munity Foundation of Greater Dubuque, 
Hotel Julien Dubuque, Paramount 
Ambulance and 365ink Magazine. 
Proceeds from book sales will benefit 
the Dream Center in Dubuque. n

Paint-the-Port
SEPTEMBER 15

3–8 PM @ CHICAGO AVE.

Join the Freeport Art Museum to transform 
downtown streets into over 800 squares mea-
suring 4×4 as a canvas for hundreds of amateur 
artists of all ages using washable, tempera 
paints. $15 for each square, which includes 
all supplies and a Paint-the-Port t-shirt.

tour De Freeport
SEPTEMBER 16

9 AM–NOON @ TUTTY’S CROSSING 

TRAILHEAD, (250 E STEPHENSON ST)

An artistic bike tour of Freeport for all 
ages, including a seven-mile bike ride 
with art installations along the route. 

Pretzel City Brewfest
SEPTEMBER 16

1–5:30 PM @ CHICAGO AVE.

A craft beer tasting event hosted by Free-
port Downtown Development Foundation, 
featuring the best of local and regional brews. 
A $25 general Admission ticket includes 
entry, 20 tasting tickets and a souvenir 
glass. Limited $50 vIP passes available.

Paddle the Pecatonica
SEPTEMBER 16 AND 17

10:30 AM @ TUTTY’S CROSSING 

TRAILHEAD, (250 E STEPHENSON ST)

Explore the beauty with the Friends of the 
Pecatonica River. there will be two 3 mile 
kayak tours. no experience needed.
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sAtURDAY, AUGUst 19

Charity Kickball tournament
10 AM @ VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK

this is a local kickball tournament, and all 
proceeds benefit a collaboration of non-profits 
who work in concert to aid domestic violence 
families in different steps of their journey, 
including Friends of the Family, the Circles 
Initiative, and Dubuque/Jackson Co Habitat for 
Humanity. Limited to 30 teams of 10–14 people. 
Facebook.com/RuhlKickball.

Fall Dining series: Muse’s Menu
6:30–8 PM @ DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

Feast on a multi-course menu, featur-
ing pairings of art and cuisine crafted by 
Angela and Carolyn from Life’s a Feast, 
inspired by the museum’s collections. the 
Fall Dining series continues on sept. 24 
and Oct. 22. space limited. RsvP. $60. 
abarron@dbqart.com. 563-557-1851.

sUnDAY, AUGUst 20

2nd Annual Bellevue Farm to table
4:30 PM @ 100 BLOCK OF MARKET ST 

(BELLEVUE, IA)

this locally grown and created meal creates 
awareness around local products and produc-
ers. the family-style meal will be provided 
from local sustainable farmers and prepared 
by Bellevue’s own culinary art professionals. 
Local wine Iowa grape vines, Farmer’s Market 
vendors and local Bellevue artists will display 
and sell their products. Purchase tickets from 
the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce office 
or the Bookworm by Aug. 15. $35 adv/$40 
door. tlroling@yahoo.com. 563-542-1243.

MOnDAY, AUGUst 21

Eclipse viewing Party
9 AM–2:30 PM @ MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM

take in the incredible sights of a solar 
eclipse. this FREE event in the Museum 
& Aquarium plaza includes educational 
activities for adults and children. Free view-
ing glasses will be available for the first 
300 guests. Free. RiverMuseum.com.

Decorate Cupcakes
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Decorate cupcakes with Candle Ready Cakes 
of Dubuque in honor of the library’s soon-to-
be-available circulating baking pan collection. 
Cupcakes and supplies are furnished, and 
each person will take home two cupcakes. 
Adults 18+. space limited. Register in advance. 
563-589-4225. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

sAtURDAY AUGUst 26

Gridiron Grilling with Chef Jason 
10–11:30 AM  

@ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Local area Chef Jason neuhaus will be sharing 
his recipes and grilling expertise by preparing 
tailgating favorites on a portable grill: 
hamburgers, chicken wings, brats and black 
bean burgers. Attendees will get to sample his 
recipes. Adults 18+. Rain or shine. Register in 
advance. 563-589-4225, or visit the Library’s 
website, www.dubuque.lib.ia.us.

8th Annual Potosi Brewfest
1–4:30 PM (NOON FOR VIPS)

@ HOLIDAY GARDENS (POTOSI, WI)

Admission includes an opportunity to 
sample the work of 35 craft brewers, home 
brewers, wineries, and Wisconsin cheeses, 
plus live music, a tour of the national 
Brewery Museum and a commemora-
tive tasting glass. PotosiBrewery.com.

2nd Annual Dubuque International 
Overdose Awareness Day
3–9:30 PM @ WASHINGTON PARK

International Overdose Awareness Day is 
a global tribute that raises awareness of 
overdose, reduce the stigma of a drug-related 
death, and acknowledges the grief felt by those 
left behind. Bring a photo or memento to add 
to the memorial board display. Wear purple 
to show your support. Face painting/temp 
tattoos, narcan training, CPR training, yoga, 
free HIv and HEP C testing, ambulance tours, 
live music, informational presentations, soak-
a-volunteer, raffle prizes, resource tables and 
poster making. A candle light vigil will be held 
at 7 PM with a memorial board display, testimo-
nials, luminary bag lighting and music. Free.

national toy truck’n Construction show
NATIONAL FARM TOY MUSEUM 

(DYERSVILLE, IA)

Aug. 26–27. toy trucker & Construction Maga-
zine hosts this 27th annual toy truck and con-
struction toy show. An auction will be held on 
saturday. 1-800-533-8293. ToyTrucker.com.
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OnGOInG

365ink Lunchtime Jam
FRIDAYS THROUGH SUMMER

NOON–1 PM @ TOWN CLOCK PLAZA

sponsored by Prudential Financial, the 365ink 
Lunchtime Jam is a series of lunch hour 
concerts featuring the area’s finest acoustic 
musicians and singer/songwriters. 
August 11: Lenny Wayne Hosey;  
August 18: Andy Wilberding; 
August 25: tony Walker

Music in the Gardens
SUNDAYS THROUGH AUGUST 27

6:30 PM @ DUBUQUE ARBORETUM

A wide variety of family-friendly music. 
563-556-2100. DubuqueArboretum.net.

East Dubuque Market
WEDNESDAYS THROUGH MID-SEPTEMBER

3–6 PM @ VAN’S LIQUOR STORE 

PARKING LOT (EAST DUBUQUE, IL)

Fresh produce, baked goods, art, 
and more. 815-747-3631.

Gary’s Graffiti nights
THURSDAYS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 28

5–9:30 PM @ PLAZA 20

For 35 years gary’s graffiti nights has gathered 
hundreds of classic cars and is now at Plaza 
20 in Dubuque and hosted by Mike Kahle.

East Dubuque’s Cruisin’ thursdays
THURSDAYS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 28

4:30–9:30 PM @ SINSINAWA AVE,  

EAST DUBUQUE, IL

Classic cars (1985 and older) continue to gather 
on sinsinawa Ave. on thursday nights. Enjoy 
great food, cold beverages, and cars on display.

Dubuque Farmers’ Market
SATURDAYS THROUGH OCTOBER 28

7 AM–NOON @ NEAR IOWA & 12TH ST

Find produce, hanging baskets, freshly baked 
goods, wines, arts and crafts, and more. 
563-588-4400. DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

Monday night Market
MONDAYS THROUGH OCTOBER 31

3:30–6:30 PM @ EAST MILL

Pick up your favorite goodies from farm fresh 
produce, cut flowers, ready-to-eat treats, and 
more! 620 s. grandview Ave. 563-580-1175.

Family Game night
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

6–8 PM @ KENNEDY MALL

Check out a board game from customer service, 
play one of their “giant” games, or play your 
favorite card game. Free. KennedyMall.com.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO YOU HAVE A TRI-STATE EVENT THAT YOU'D LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS? 

LET US KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON BY SENDING US YOUR INFORMATION!

EMAIL: INFO@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINE SUBMISSION FORM: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT

YEstERDAY & tODAY:  
tHE IntERACtIvE  
BEAtLEs EXPERIEnCE
sAtURDAY, sEPtEMBER 9
7 PM @ OnWARD FInE ARts CEntER (1215 E PLAtt st, MAQUOKEtA, IA)
Rock to the music of the Beatles in an 
all new interactive concert experience 
where the audience creates the playl-
ist for the night, EVERY NIGHT! There’s 
no denying that everyone has a Beatles 
song attached to an event in their life.

Through laughter and personal sto-
ries, Yesterday and Today: The Interac-
tive Beatles Experience, connects you 
and performers in a way like none other. 
With dead-on musical precision and 
stunning set designs, Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center will be immersed in the sights, 
sounds and memories of the 1960s. 

This show takes the incredible music of 
The Beatles and personalizes it with the 
stories and perspectives of audience 
members. The show becomes a thera-
peutic musical session with laughter and 
tears and personal stories that con-
nect the audience, band and perform-
ers in a way that no other show can.

Tickets are $22 in advance and 
$25 at the door. Student tickets are 
$13 in advance or $15 at the door. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
OhnwardFineArtscenter.com or call 
the box office at 563-652-9815. n
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COMInG tO tHEAtERs
the nut Job 2: nutty By nature (PG)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11

Surly Squirrel and the gang are 
back. The evil mayor has decided 
to bulldoze Liberty Park and build 
a dangerous amusement park in its 
place. Surly and his ragtag group 
of animal friends band together 
to save their home, defeat the 
mayor, and take back the park.

the Glass Castle (PG-13)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11

A remarkable story of unconditional 
love chronicling the adventures of 
an eccentric, resilient and tight-knit 
family, from Jeannette Walls’s best-
selling memoir. A young woman who, 
infl uenced by the joyfully wild nature 
of her deeply dysfunctional father, 
found the fi ery determination to carve 
out a successful life on her own terms.

the Hitman’s Bodyguard (R)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18

The world’s top protection agent (Ryan 
Reynolds) is called upon to guard the 
life of his mortal enemy, one of the 
world’s most notorious hitmen (Samuel 
L. Jackson). During their outrageous 
24-hour adventure from England to the 
Hague, they encounter high-speed car 
chases, outlandish boat escapades and 
a merciless Eastern European dictator 
(Gary Oldman) who is out for blood. 

Logan Lucky (PG-13)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18

Trying to reverse a family curse, 
brothers Jimmy (Channing Tatum) 
and Clyde Logan (Adam Driver) set 
out to execute an elaborate robbery 
during the legendary Coca-Cola 600 
race at the Charlotte Motor Speedway. 
Directed by Steven Soderbergh.

MOvIE BUZZ
Oscar-winner Christian Bale has repeat-
edly shown both the willingness and 
the commitment necessary to reshape 
his body for various roles. Bale’s lat-
est physical transformation will see 
him gain a large amount of weight in 
order to play former U.S. vice president 
Dick Cheney in an upcoming biopic 
from director Adam McKay, falls for 
Will Ferrell comedies, but also more 
acclaimed fare like The Big Short.

The planned Cannonball Run remake 
being set up at Warner Bros. will be Fast 
and the Furious meets Ocean’s 11, says 
the movie’s director Rawson Thurber. 
Thomas Lennon and Robert Ben Garant 
(Night at the Museum) are set to write the 
script for the modern-day update of the 
wacky 1981 all-star action-comedy about 
an anarchic cross-country road race.

No casting announcements have been 
made for the new Cannonball Run but 
it’s worth noting that Thurber has a tight 
relationship with Dwayne Johnson.

IT director Andrés Muschietti says 
he wants to tackle author Stephen 
King’s Pet Sematary for his next remake. 
The new IT, directed by Andrés Mus-
chietti, Pet Sematary was adapted 
in 1989 and after proving a moder-
ate box offi  ce success has gained 
something of a cult following over the 
years. Muschietti could still helm the 
planned second part of IT portraying 
the main characters’ adult years fi rst.

David Hasselhoff  recently shared that 
he spoke with Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise helmer, James Gunn, about 
the possibility of collaborating again 
together in the upcoming reboot of 
Knight Rider. “I’ve given some ideas to 
James for Knight Rider and he responded 
in a big way. If it does go forward, I don’t 
want it to be spoofed like Baywatch or 
21 Jump Street. Those fi lms lose what 
it’s about and you have to respect the 
fans.” Gunn has yet to say something 
specifi c regarding the movie. n

nOW sHOWInG @ MInDFRAME tHEAtERs
FRIDAY, AUGUst 11–tHURsDAY, AUGUst 17

THE HITMAN’S BODYGUARD (R)
thu: 7:00, 9:30

ANNABELLE: CREATION (R)
Fri–thu: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 
7:25, 9:50

THE NUT JOB 2: 
NUTTY BY NATURE (PG)
Fri–thu: (11:30 AM), (1:45), (4:00), 
6:50, 9:00

THE LITTLE HOURS (R)
Fri–Mon: (12:40), (2:50), (5:00), 
7:40, 9:45
tue: (12:40), (2:50), (5:00)
Wed & thu: (12:40), (2:50), (5:00), 
7:40, 9:45

DETROIT (R)
Fri–Wed: 8:35 PM

THE DARK TOWER (PG-13)
Fri–thu: (11:15 AM), (1:30), (3:45), 
7:35, 9:40

THE EMOJI MOVIE (PG)
Fri–Wed: (11:45 AM), (2:00), (4:15), 6:30
thu: (11:45 AM), (2:00), (4:15)

DUNKIRK (PG-13)
Fri–thu: (11:10 AM), (1:35), (4:00), 
7:20, 9:45

RIO 2 (G)
FREE SUMMER KIDS MOVIE
Fri: (10:00 AM)

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (PG)
FREE SUMMER KIDS MOVIE
Mon–thu: (10:00 AM)

555 JFK Road
Behind Kennedy Mall

mindframetheaters.com 
Hotline: 563-582-4971

EvEnts 
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ROALD DAHL’s WILLY WOnKA JR.
AUGUst 18–19 @ 7:30 PM
AUGUst 19–20 @ 2 PM
GRAnD OPERA HOUsE (135 W 8tH st)
The delicious adventures expe-
rienced by Charlie Bucket on his 
visit to Willy Wonka’s mysteri-
ous chocolate factory light up the 
stage in this captivating adaption 
of Roald Dahl’s fantastical tale. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for children under 18 and can be 
purchased at the Box Offi  ce Monday 
through Friday from noon until 4 p.m., 
by phone (563-588-1305), or online 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

4tH AnnUAL 
PAInt tHE POInt
tHROUGH AUGUst 12
MInERAL POInt, WI
Building on the the successes of previ-
ous Paint The Point plein air painting 
competitions, 40 professional artists 
from seven states will compete for 
more than $4,000 in cash prizes.

The Main Event takes place Aug. 
9 through 11, Nocturne Event paint-
ings will be on sale on Aug. 12, Quick 
Paint begins Aug. 12 at 8 a.m., and the 
Aug. 11 Reception and Sneak Preview 
at 203 High St. starts at 6 p.m.

Find the full event schedule 
and exhibit venue location map at 
artsmp.org/paint-the-point. n

CARL JOHnsOn EXHIBIt
sHOW: AUGUst 18–OCtOBER 22
RECEPtIOn: FRIDAY, 
AUGUst 18 @ 5–8 PM
GALEnA CEntER FOR tHE ARts 
(219 sUMMIt st, GALEnA, IL)
Watercolorist Carl Johnson lived and 
worked as a full-time painter in Galena 
since 1970. Honor his life in art and 
see many of his new works, along 
with a few of his earlier paintings.

He will be displaying paintings 
from seven decades. He holds a 
BFA in Design from the University 
of Illinois/Champaign and worked 
as a commercial artist in Chi-
cago before moving to Galena.

For more information, 
call 779-214-0261 or visit 
GalenaCenterForTheArts.com. n
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tHE GRAnD EXtRAvAGAnZA!
sAtURDAY, AUGUst 26 @ 7:30 PM
sUnDAY, AUGUst 27 @ 2 PM
GRAnD OPERA HOUsE (135 W 8tH st)
The Grand Opera House ends the 
2016/2017 Season with a variety 
program featuring a multitude of 
the area’s most talented performers 
presenting show stopping numbers 
from Broadway classics and special 
sneak peek performances of musi-
cal numbers from the 2017/2018 
season are sure to heighten antici-
pation for what’s to come!

This annual must-see musical 
celebration is a fundraiser for the 
ongoing restoration and technical 
improvements for the historic theater.

Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$12 for children under 18 and can be 
purchased at the Box Offi  ce Monday 
through Friday from noon until 4 p.m., 
by phone (563-588-1305), or online 
at TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

tHE MIRRORED IMAGE
PHOtOGRAPHY BY AHMED ALsUWAYQ, nOAH BULLOCK, AnD PAtRYK OPEnCHOWsKI
sHOW: AUGUst 21–sEPtEMBER 29
RECEPtIOn: sAtURDAY, sEPtEMBER 16 @ 6–7:30 PM
GRAnD OPERA HOUsE (135 W 8tH st)
Photography depicts things that are 
real. Right? You can trust photos. 
Or, maybe not. What about mir-
ror images. After all, the refl ection 
is just a measured image in reverse 
of the main image. Or, maybe not.

These three UD students have a 
love for photography and a talent 
for engaging viewers into the narra-
tives of their often private imagery. 
This exhibit is part of Worldview 1 

(UD’s First Year Experience) and the 
Wendt Scholars’ theme of “justice.” n

CURIOUs COnstRUCtIOns
PHOtOGRAPHY BY LEs ALLEn
AUGUst 19–nOvEMBER 5
DUBUQUE MUsEUM OF ARt (701 LOCUst st)
Opening August 19th in the Kris Mozena 
McNamer Gallery, Curious Constructions: 
Photography by Les Allen will include 22 
black-and-white photographs refl ecting 
the vision of Dixon, IL photographer Les 
Allen. Active in traditional photography 
for more than 45 years, Allen constructs 

meticulous still life scenes out of curi-
ous objects and uses these surreal 
creations to make traditional black 
and white silver gelatin photographs. 
Sponsored by Cottingham & Butler.

For more information, visit 
DBQart.com or call 563-557-1851. n

ELKADER ARt In tHE PARK 
FInE ARt FEstIvAL
AUGUst 19–20
FOUnDERs’ PARK (ELKADER, IA)
Main Street Elkader is proud to 
announce the third annual Art in the 
Park Fine Art Festival on August 19 & 
20. This free outdoor festival will take 
place in Founders’ Park and will feature 
over 50 artist exhibiting for sale diverse 
art such as metal sculpture, wood-
working, paintings, jewelry, leather-
working, pottery and much more!

Art in the Park Fine Art Festival off ers 
free art activities to kids of all ages in the 
“Creation Station” art tent. The festival 
also features a variety of live music. Deli-
cious food from across Northeast Iowa 
is off ered, from award-winning BBQ to 
Asian dishes, and much more. Free park-
ing. Handicap-accessible. To learn more, 
go to ArtInTheParkElkader.com. n
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tHE FILAMEnt  
MEEtERY + EAtERY
AnD MORE WAYs tHE DIAMOnD JO CAsInO 
Is LIGHtInG UP YOUR nIGHtLIFE
stORY BY BRYCE PARKs 
PHOtOs BY BOB FELDERMAn

Time flies when you are having fun, and we must have a 
lot of fun in Dubuque because it seems like the years are 
indeed flying by. We could hardly believe that the Heri-
tage Center at the University of Dubuque was starting its 
5th season already, and when we counted back to realize 
the current Diamond Jo Casino location has been here 
for nearly nine years, it’s hard to believe. But its true. 
And despite looking every bit as fresh as it did the day 
it opened, apparently that just wasn’t good enough for 
General Manager, Wendy Runde, and her crew. They see 
it as a great time to shake things up and try new things.

“That’s exactly what’s happening here. It’s time to 
freshen things up,” says Runde with an excited smile. 
“And not that anything wasn’t working. It’s just that 
time. There is a lot of new food and beverage in our 
market which is kind of the evolution of gaming trends 
all over the place. Las Vegas certainly bounced back, 
and a lot of that bounce back came from non-gaming 
spending. A key part of that coming from food. And so 
Boyd Gaming has done a corporate-wide push on non-
gaming amenities, investing millions of dollars in their 
properties. We were lucky enough to be chosen for not 
only a new restaurant but also a refresh of another.”

For those familiar with the casino floor, The Filament 
Meetery + Eatery is located just inside the casino to the 
left when entering from the main floor parking ramp. 

It replaces the radio broadcast facility and some slot 
machine space that extended past the main gaming floor.

“This space has been several things over the nine 
years that we’ve been here,” explains Wendy. “It 
started as a poker room. We found that there isn’t 
enough demand in Dubuque for two poker rooms, 
so we gave up live poker years ago. It then became 
a slot showcase room and the radio booth sat adja-
cent. It just felt a little disjointed as a slot space set-
off from everything else out on the main floor.”

So the idea was to repurpose the space in a way that 
would best bring some energy to that corner or the casino.

“What we’re looking for today is something to keep 
us applicable. Something to keep people talking so we’re 
never stale. Something that is appealing to our core 
customer, yet also to somebody who wouldn’t ordinar-
ily take a look at us because they’re not gamers. With 
this concept, we’ve got 20 craft beers on tap, which is 
very appealing to the 25+ millennial market today, in 
addition to unique dining and a great atmosphere.”

Unique is definitely a good word to describe The 
Filament’s menu. For a very detailed look into all things 
food related with the new eatery, be sure to read 
Argosy’s Food For Thought in this issue (and check out 
all the great upcoming live entertainment as well on 
page 33). But we’ll note on a broad level, that while the 

menu is not altogether unfamiliar, most everything on it 
is done with a twist. These pub-style eats will save you 
from more of the same old thing. They have nachos, but 
these aren’t anything like what you’re picturing in your 
head right now. Add to that some genuinely fresh items 
like Mexican street corn, edamame, hummus, Reuben 
egg rolls and a decadent chocolate cookie baked and 
served in a cast iron skillet, and you have all the reason 
you need to get to the Diamond Jo soon, whether you 
play slots or not.

“A lot of brain storm-
ing starts with us telling 
Boyd what’s missing in 
our market and what we 
think will work with our 
demographic,” continues 
Wendy Runde, “The Fila-
ment is a name that exists 
within Boyd. Recently, 
they transformed a 
bar on Fremont St. in 
downtown Las Vegas to a 
space called The Fila-
ment. They don’t serve any food there. It’s a tavern, 
but creative minds here like Marty and our marketing 
team saw lots of ways the concept could be worked 

EXECUTIVE CHEF JONATHAN NELSON
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into promotion (including the fun and completely ficti-
tious story of Dubuque’s own inventor of the light bulb, 
Fritz McNutty). There are lot of fun and clever taglines, 
and as you walk the space you’ll see some examples 
of how we’re using that to enhance the spirit and the 
nature of the space. It’s not upscale or stuffy. This is 
your everyday fun hangout. Not a sports bar, yet a fun 
place to come and catch a game. We do have fifteen 65" 
televisions. So a great place to watch a sporting event 
and yet appealing to more than just sports enthusiasts.”

Diamond Jo Casino Marketing Director Marty Mai-
ers adds, “It’s our 5th restaurant which is great. But it 
is its own little niche that’ll be different from all the 
other options and something that's been trendy and in 
demand. Like our tagline says, 'Meetery + Eatery.' We 
want this to be a hangout. With the Mississippi Moon 
Bar we do 200 nights of live entertainment a year. 
We see people wanting to come early or stay later, 
and this is an opportunity for people to grab a bite 
before the show and then also hang out afterwards.”

“When you look at all that has popped up in Dubuque 
with great curb appeal, and I think Barrel House is a 
perfect example,” explains Runde, “I drive by and look 
in the window, and it’s a happening spot. It makes 
you want to go there. And while we have great curb 
appeal with our building, you can’t drive by and look 
in the front door to see everything that is happen-
ing. So we have to hook you with our messaging.”

The vibe in the restaurant is a great mix of modern 
and classy. Stacked chrome kegs welcome you at the 
front entry and are mirrored by the real, working kegs 
behind glass at the back of the bar. Giant chrome pipes 
leading from the kegs to the taps make the bar look like 
you could start its engine and drive it off… fast! From fun 
taglines inlaid in the concrete bar top to convenient purse 
hooks under the bar for patrons, you can see attention to 
details everywhere you look. And the booths, each with 
a phone charging station, are nice comfy leather seats, 
great for gathering the crew to start the night off right.

One detail that’s still on the way which we 
thought was especially touching was honoring 
someone near and dear to the casino family. 

“You know we just lost a local radio legend, Mike 
Callahan from KDTH to cancer,” shares Maiers. “He 
broadcasted live from here almost every Friday since 
the day we opened. He was such a great guy and 
we thought it might be appropriate to dedicate one 
of booths at The Filament that sits where the stu-
dio booth once was. He was part of the family.”

That’s class.
In addition to The Filament, a new downtown Subway 

franchise has also opened just inside the parking ramp 
entrance to the casino. It’s outside the gaming floor so it 
is open to all ages. It replaces Jo’s Deli, which is bitter-
sweet. People like us at 365ink actually discovered that 
restaurant for the amazing New York style deli that it 
was. Unfortunately, we can’t keep it open on our own.

“It was more of an undiscovered treasure,” laments 
Runde, “and the people who discovered it, loved it. It 
was incredible quality and therefore the price point was 
a little bit higher. The problem is, you could go and get a 
buffet for close to what you’d be paying for a sandwich. 
So there weren’t enough people utilizing it. We also have 
a lot of things to market under one roof as it is and with 
Subway, that marketing happens for us. It’s a national 
brand that everybody knows. It does have a lower 
price point and offers another option to our guests.”

Subway is open until midnight, Sunday through Tuesday 
and until 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. This location opens 
at 8 a.m. for breakfast but unlike some other Subways it also 
continues to serve breakfast all day, and again, you don’t 
have to be 21 to take advantage of the downtown location.

Changes at the Diamond Jo Casino outside of dining 
are also happening, if harder to spot immediately. 

“For the same reason 
we brought The Filament 
here, we consider how 
do we attract the next 
customer with gaming 
floor updates? How do 
we get the millennials 
engaged in what we’re 
doing? Some of that 
change is very subtle right 
now. It is the introduction 
of games like Pac-Man, 
Casablanca, Game of 
Thrones, and The Walk-
ing Dead. Also, when you walk our floor today versus 
five years ago, it looks very different. Games are big, 

it’s 3-D, it is high definition, it’s interactive. You see a 
lot of components of pop-culture that are built into 
these new slot machines because it is something that 
the next generation relates to and recognizes. So we 
definitely see another evolution in slot machines.”

“We’re going to dabble here in a month or so with 
an electronic table game for the first time. Maybe these 
next generation players are not comfortable playing 
a table game for the first time with other experienced 
players. You don’t want to mess up somebody elses 
hand or maybe you don’t understand a pay table, so this 
is a new opportunity to try it out. It’s an eight-seated 
interactive game. It’s all in front of you. You have an 
individual experience, yet it’s a group experience at 
the same time. You can take time and learn it on your 
own if that’s more comfortable. In Las Vegas they’re 
doing all sorts of experiments with skill-based games. 
We haven’t seen that yet, but certainly we see that it’s 
coming and keep our eye on those opportunities.” 

Marty Maiers chips in with new opportunities on the 
horizon for taking advantage of player benefits, “The 
next step in evolution that we’re currently working on 
is a national club program called B Connected which 
joins all 24 Boyd Casinos that will allow us to enjoy 
benefits, like discounted rooms in Las Vegas, just for 
being a member here at the Diamond Jo in Dubuque.”

Wendy notes “We do that today, but everything is 
very manual, it is not as smooth of an experience for 
the customer as it could be and only if they ask for 
it instead of being an automatic thing. Soon it will all 
happen with just a swipe of the card. Convenience.”

We asked if bringing in new games brings blow-
back from customers who miss classic games.

“All the time!” laughs Wendy. “We send out surveys 
and we often get responses back that people miss the 
old school slot machines. It seems like one rare exception 
to the rule. Normally people are looking for the latest and 
greatest, in this case it is a fine balance. We respond to 
those preferences, we do our best to please everybody.”

Marty Maiers was also quick to point out, “We’re 
almost nine years old, and how this property looks and 
feels… it looks like day one. It’s such a credit to our staff. 
With the banquets and everything else we host, we easily 
have over 100,000 visits per month at the Diamond Jo 
Casino. So that’s well over a million visits per year through 
these doors, and it still looks brand new! There’s a pride 
that our employees have here that I’ve never seen before.”

There is more on the way too, but as we print this issue 
there’s just not enough detail available to spill the beans. 
But based on the smiles on the faces across The Filament 
table from me, look for additional exciting announce-
ments coming from the Diamond Jo in the near future.

“Stay tuned… we’re not done yet!” n
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HOT & SPICY EDAMAMEMEXICAN STREET CORN

SAUCY RIBS
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FIsH On FRIDAY
A REvIvAL OF 
MEMORIES OF A NON-
JEWISH CHILDHOOD BY 
DAvID REsnICK,  
BAsED On tHE nOvEL 
BY ROBERt BYRnE
AUGUst 11–12, 16–19, AnD 23–26 @ 7:30 PM 
AUGUst 13, 18, AnD 27 @ 2 PM 
BELL tOWER tHEAtER (2728 AsBURY RD) 
BY BRYCE PARKs

The Bell Tower Theater will proudly stage Fish on Friday 
by David Resnick, a re-envisioned revival of his own 
musical Memories of a Non-Jewish Childhood—the Musi-
cal which is based on the novel of the same name by 
iconic Dubuquer, Robert Byrne. This sparkling revival 
of the musical is also directed by David Resnick.

This re-imagined version of Robert Byrne’s book 
on growing up Catholic in Dubuque in the 1940s was 
written specifically for the Bell Tower Theater. Fol-
low the antics of Tommy Shannon and his friends from 
church to class to confession to the school dance.

This talented cast includes Bell Tower veteran 
Scott Schneider; former participants in their youth 
program Cody Gartner and Samantha Otto; and 
newcomers to the Bell Tower stage Josh Harbaugh, 

Elainee Koehler, Kristin Look, Dorothy Jo Oberfoell, 
Mimi Resnick, Thomas Taylor and Jake Tebbe.

Performances will be every Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evening at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday afternoons 
at 2 p.m. from Aug. 11 to 27. Aug. 11 and 12 are the Early Bird 
Special performances with tickets being only $10! All other 
performances are $20. For Girls Night Out on Thursdays, 
all audience members receive a free glass of wine before 
the show. For more information and to purchase tick-
ets, call 563-588-3377 or visit BellTowerTheater.net.

Considering the very special local subject matter of 
this show as well as its timely staging, shortly after the 
loss of Bob Byrne in late 2016, we thought it was a great 
idea to pull back the curtain and revisit the history of this 
uniquely Dubuque musical.

The novel itself dates 
back to 1970. It was much 
later, in 2003 or 2004 that 
David Resnick asked Bob 
Byrne if he could make his 
book into a musical. Bob 
told David he was insane.

“I was looking for some-
thing to do creatively,” says 
David Resnick, who aside 
from being a composer 
and playwright is Instructor 
of Music and Director of 
Bands at Clarke University and currently in his third term 
as a member of the Dubuque City Council. “The creative 
life is a good life, but it’s restless. I really like regionalism in 
writing, you really get a flavor of things. I love the Midwest, 
and I was looking for something I could turn into a musical.

“I kept hearing about Memories of a Non-Jewish 
Childhood. It turns out it’s the funniest book ever written 
about Dubuque. I then heard the author lived in town, so 
I could speak to him directly. I lined up a meeting and I 
wrote of couple songs. We got together, and he was a bit 
wary, but he’s a theatrical guy, and he saw the potential.

“You can’t just take a book and turn it into a musi-
cal. You have to turn it all around. I took all of the 
most theatrical events that happened in the book, 
and I turned them into one momentous day. I took 
what I thought was the best visual interesting and 
compelling parts of his book and make it work.

“With this done, we performed Ask a Nun 
at a Byrne family reunion. They loved it.

“Bob told me that he took everything that 
happened in his life and made it more interest-
ing, then put it all together in this book.”

“The more David worked on it, the more Bob 
liked it,” shares Cindy Byrne, Bob’s wife.

It was last staged 12 years ago. The Grand was 
under renovation at the time, so it was a Grand 
production at Five Flags, and David reports 
that it was a really big hit for them, averag-
ing 500 people each night for eight shows.

“Bob really enjoyed going on stage every night 
with David at the end,” Cindy tells us. “Maybe 
people told Bob, although it’s about Dubuque, they 
were raised in a different town but very similar to 
Dubuque and they connected to it very well.”

For the 12-year revival, the show didn’t just get a new 
name; it got a huge revision. A re-visioning if you will.

“We had 40 actors in the first production and 10 
in this one,” explains Resnick. “When you limit your-
self, that can help stimulate creativity. I realize that if 
it’s going to live beyond Dubuque, you can’t have a 
40-person cast. No one does that big of a cast any-
more. It was an interesting challenge to bring it to 
10 actors. One actress plays two major characters, 
but she does it so differently that you might hardly 
notice. And cast members enjoy performing in the 
show even more. They get to be in almost everything. 
That stretches them as actors and they enjoy that.”

Though about Dubuque, the show can play to 
other communities. With the Catholic aspects of 
the show, plus World War II, it’s a familiar tale. Add 
in a young teenager who is always caught between 
heaven and hell and most anyone can relate.

“The boys goof around and give the nuns a hard 
time, and the nuns are good-hearted but can give 
the boys a hard time right back. There’s that tension 
of being together and trying to grow up and people 
helping people grow up. It’s always a challenge.”

Bob read the new version and liked it very 
much. He’s always been the editor for the show.

Resnick reminisces, “I’d send things to him and he 
would look at it and make comments. One comment to 
me that sticks is ‘You always need an editor, no matter 
who you are.’ That was very worthwhile. This new show 
does have his blessing and songs that he suggested.”

“He was very happy about it. 
Ecstatic!” shares Cindy Byrne.

DAVID RESNICK

FISH ON FRIDAY CAST
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David Resnick has always wanted to revisit the show 
and had hoped to stage a 10-year revival but didn’t 
have the time to make it happen. Not until now that is.

“For two years I’ve been working on this, and it’s been 
a really fun project.” says Resnick. “We were absolutely 
hoping that Bob could see it and, of course, that can’t 
happen, but Bob felt some joy knowing that it was going 
to be produced. And Cindy has been a big fan, too.”

“David told Bob he was redoing it, shortening it a bit 
and tightening it up and retitling it Fish on Friday and Bob 
was just fine with that,” Cindy told us. “In fact, Bob never 
really liked the title, Memories of a Non-Jewish Childhood. 
The truth is, the publishers gave it that name. Portnoy’s 
Complaint and other Jewish novels had just come out 
and the publishers gave it that name to capitalize on 

that trend, but Bob was never crazy about that title. 
It fact it was later released in paperback under a dif-
ferent title, Once a Catholic. And there’s even a sequel 
that nobody knows about called Always a Catholic.”

Bob’s help in the creation of the show wasn’t just in 
fleshing out the story. He even made musical sugges-
tions. He had an idea for a song that features different 
people’s unique perspective of the same situation in 
their own way. In creating the song, Resnick found a 
piece (composed in 1860) called “The Beautiful Dubuque 
Waltz” and used that as the accompaniment for this new 
song, putting original lyrics and melodies over the waltz.

The timing of the revival is another won-
derful tribute to the legacy of Bob Byrne 
on this community he called home.

“There have been a lot of tributes to Bob already,” 
Cindy let us know, “in and out of the billiards world 
(where a whole other side of Bob’s fame will have 
a lasting impact). And just this week he had a 
bench placed in his honor outside of Carnegie-
Stout Public Library called the Muses’ Bench.”

“I was raised in Catholic school and spent many years 
as an altar boy,” laughs David. “It was fun to go back 
with an abiding respect for the priests and sisters who 
have given their lives to their calling. But they also have 
their quirks, and we see that they’re real people doing 
the best they can with human frailties like anyone else. A 
lot of people are going to find connections to the show.”

One of the major details to consider in 
a restaging is finding the right stage.

“We’ve been to the Bell Tower Theater and have seen 
many great productions there,” commens Resnick. “The 
hardest part for me was to see how this show was going 

to fit on that stage, but 
then it got my creative 
juices going. I approached 
Sue Reidel and Miki Rob-
inson, and they sched-
uled the show as soon 
as they could which was 
a year and a half out.”

“We were fortunate 
enough to work with 
Robert Byrne on Behold 
My Shorts in 2012 so 
when David Resnick 
came to us with the idea 
to re-invent Memories of a Non-Jewish Childhood—the 
musical for a more intimate stage, we jumped at the 
chance,” says Miki Robinson, Operations and Market-
ing Manager for Bell Tower Theater. “As a theater that 
is committed to producing new works and using local 
talent, Fish on Friday is the perfect show for us.”

“They like to do a lot of first run shows,” agrees 
Resnick, “and while mine is not necessarily a 
first run, it is about Dubuque, and it is retold and 
reworked specifically for the Bell Tower stage.”

The way you’ll see Fish on Friday at the Bell Tower 
this month was carefully and specifically designed 
to go on the stage which is unique and special to 
both David and the Staff at the Bell Tower Theater.

And you can bet that you’ll see 
Cindy Byrne in the audience.

“Unfortunately, I can’t be there open-
ing night but I plan to go five times!”

We’ll call that a two thumbs-up review! n

CINDY AND BOB BURNE
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2017 tEAM OF DREAMs
sUnDAY, sEPtEMBER 3 
HOtEL JULIEn / FIELD OF DREAMs

More fantastic Major League Baseball 
greats are joining an already stellar 
lineup to decorate the famed Field of 
Dreams Movie Site on Sunday, Sept 3.

New this year are visiting legends 
Tim “Rock” Raines, Frank Thomas 
(HOF ‘14), Fergie Jenkins (HOF ‘91), 
Steve Carlton (HOF ‘94), Rod Carew 
(HOF ‘91), Jack Morris, Hope Solo, 
two-time Olympic gold medalist soc-
cer player), Wade Boggs (HOF ‘05), 
Andre Dawson (HOF ‘10), Reggie 
Jackson (HOF ‘93), Ozzie Smith (HOF 
‘02), Mark Grace, and Vince Coleman.

Just added, in addition to the real 
Major League stars are now the Hol-
lywood Major League stars. Yes, “Wild 
Thing” Ricky Vaughn, AKA Charlie 
Sheen, is coming to the Field of Dreams 
as are his co-stars Corbin Bernsen and 
Tom Berenger from the cult clas-
sic 1989 comedy Major League.

This year’s event marks the fourth 
Team of Dreams celebration of base-
ball’s most accomplished and celebrated 
stars of all time. Now, all in one day, the 
event begins with a Celebrity Breakfast 
on Sunday, Sept. 3 at 9 a.m. at Hotel 
Julien Dubuque. Hear the rare, first-
hand tales of eight of the ball players’ 
upbringing and their glory years, while 
enjoying a lush buffet breakfast.

At noon, the action moves to the 
Field of Dreams Movie Site in Dyersville, 
which will be closed for the ticketed 
festivities all afternoon and evening. 
Increased on-site parking for everyone 
will be available this year. This means no 
waiting in line for shuttles for satellite 
parking. Ticket holders must choose 
either a general or VIP (closer to the 
Field) on-site parking for their vehicle. 
Arriving early at the Field after 12 p.m. 
will ensure greater parking choice 
and more time to soak up the fun!

Tickets for entry to and parking at the 
events are available for purchase now at 
TeamOfDreamsIowa.com. Only general 
admission tickets will be available for 
purchase on-site. From 1 to 6 p.m., the 

younger set can enjoy a bounce house 
while others play in the corn or work 
on their game of catch. Beginning at 
3 p.m., visitors can be a part of the 
Home Plate Q&A with three MLB Hall of 
Famers. On-site only, fans can par-
ticipate in a silent auction showcasing 
incredibly unique sports memorabilia.

Also at 3 p.m., autograph and collect-
ibles lovers will enjoy the MAB Celebrity 
Services show under the tents where 
fans can get up close and personal 
with their favorite players while scoring 
some rare items personalized for the 
fans on-site. Players will be available 
for autographs and photos on a rotat-
ing schedule available on the MAB site. 
Tickets for MAB’s show are available at 
mab-celebrity.com/team-of-dreams-2017. 
Purchasing tickets online ahead of time 
is highly recommended as doing so will 
save time waiting in line on that day.

At 4:30 p.m. participants will be 
treated to the first of two movies that 
evening on a large LED screen on center 
field. The first movie will be A League of 
Their Own as a tribute to the 25th anniver-
sary of that film’s release. And, at 7 p.m. 
the star players come out! Watch as 
the all-star line-up is introduced as the 
players appear from the corn and play 
some ball. Along with the historic Field 
of Dreams Ghost Players, the celebrity 
game will feature 15 Fantasy Players 
who have already purchased their spot 
to play on the Field with the celebrities.

To cap off the star-studded day 
with a surreal memory, participants 
will enjoy watching the Field of 
Dreams on the exact ball field fea-
tured in the famous movie! n
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BE MOvED …  
BY tHE 
DUBUQUE 
sYMPHOnY 
ORCHEstRA’s 
2017–18 sEAsOn
BY BRYCE PARKs

This year’s Dubuque Symphony Orchestra (DSO) season, 
entitled “Be Moved” features lively dance suites sprin-
kled throughout the Classics performances. The season 
culminates with a fully staged production of the musical 
West Side Story. Outstanding guest artists, actors and 
vocalists join the orchestra to perform some of the 
world’s most beloved symphonies as well as new works. 

The ensemble will perform five Classics concerts, 
signature Holiday concerts, and a Spring Family concert at 
historic Five Flags Theater. The orchestra also returns to the 
Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo for DSO’s Ultimate 
Rock Hits and the NEW Ultimate Country Hits. The orches-
tra also will perform a free outdoor program at the Dubuque 
Arboretum June, 2018. Visit DubuqueSymphony.org 
for full concert information and dates.

Season tickets are currently available for purchase at 
the DSO office, and single show tickets go on sale Aug. 
21 at Five Flags. Season packages of three, four or five 
Classics concerts are priced as low as $14 per concert. 
New subscribers to the Full-5 Classics Series receive a 30 
percent discount off single ticket prices. Season ticket hold-
ers receive many exclusive benefits including: early access 
to the best seats for concerts—including Ultimate Rock Hits 
and Ultimate Country Hits at the Diamond Jo, discounted 
add-on tickets for Classics concerts anytime during the sea-
son, avoiding online ticket fees and more! To order, please 
call 563-557-1677 or stop in the DSO office, 2728 Asbury 
Rd. (lower level of the Atrium building in Fountain Park).

Tickets to individual concerts at Five Flags Theater 
may be purchased beginning Aug. 21 at the Five Flags Box 
Office or through Ticketmaster. Single tickets to Ultimate 
Rock or Ultimate Country at the Mississippi Moon Bar will 
be available through the Diamond Jo box office this fall.

With the 60th Anniversary Season of the Dubuque 
Symphony Orchestra one year away, there’s no phon-
ing it in this season. It would seem that topping all of 
the creative and exciting performances slated for this 
current 59th Season will be hard to do. But don’t take 
our word for it, let Music Director and Conductor of 
the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, William Intriliga-
tor, tell you what’s so special in his own words.

But before we let William get too excited about the 
next season, we thought, after touring the offices and 
meeting the symphony staff, that you should first under-
stand just how much the DSO does year-round outside of 
the marquee performances. It’s impressive to say the least.

“We have a lot of education programs and when we 
say education, we’re trying to make an impact in all 

ages and stages of life,” explains William Intriligator. 
“We send our musicians to area nursing homes every 
year, funded by a generous gift from our Symphony 
League. We have three youth orchestras— and this year 
we are adding a brand new youth wind ensemble. These 
ensembles meet every week during the school year and 
hold three concerts a year. The Youth Symphony, the 
top level of those groups, is already in its 48th season.”

“We also have free Arts Trek education concerts that 
the DSO performs each year for over 4,600 area 3rd and 
5th graders. We also send our DSO musicians into area 4th 

grade classrooms in a program called Adopt a Musician. 
Fourteen schools currently participate. A symphony 
musician is assigned to an elementary school and visits 
throughout the year, demonstrating their instrument, 
engaging the students in activities and encouraging 
them to play a musical instrument. In reaching out to 
3rd, 4th and 5th grade students, we hope that by 6th grade 
they’re playing an instrument and able to participate in 
our youth ensembles. We see a continuum in that way.”

“We also have fund raising events and other things that 
are more behind the scenes, like private home recitals, 
featuring either our symphony musicians or guest artists 
that are featured in our concerts. And, of course, we do the 
concert at the Arboretum every summer, which is a great 
way to reach out to hundreds of potentially new fans.”

As far as the upcoming season of staged performances 
at Five Flags Theater and with a big milestone approach-
ing, William and crew feel like it’s time for change.

“We’re coming up on our 60th anniver-
sary next year and we’re looking for ways to 
reshape things and mix things up a bit.”

Joining the recent Ultimate Rock Hits addition to the sea-
son lineup is the new Ultimate Country Hits, at the Missis-
sippi Moon Bar in the Diamond Jo Casino, on May 19, 2018.

“We love to do the rock and country shows to reach a 
new audience, and if the audience is inspired to attend our 
Classics or Holiday concerts, what a great bonus! We per-
form the Mississippi Moon Bar concerts to show the wide 
range of music that the DSO can perform, and we have 
a great time doing it. We are also looking at our regular 
Classics season concerts and adjusting them to make 
them even more accessible to a broader audience who 
maybe have not come yet to the symphony. Perhaps the 
classics concerts could look a little different in the future. 
Maybe different formats, like pairing a whole feature 
film with the live orchestra, or more of a party/cocktail 
sort of situation before or after the performance. We’re 

exploring a lot of different options at this point. We also 
started putting film composers like John Williams on the 
Classics Concerts and will continue to do things like that.”

“West Side Story—our Classics season finale on April 
13, 14, and 15, 2018—is super exciting. I first learned to love 
that musical after seeing the film. I’ve conducted the West 
Side Story symphonic dances, a 25 minute suite from the 
musical, but I’ve never done the whole musical. Though 
I’ve done a lot of opera and many numbers from musi-
cals, I don’t think I’ve ever conducted an entire musical 
before—It’s a first for the Dubuque Symphony as well.”

William admits that staging the musical with a full 
cast will be a challenge. Most of the symphony will 
be performing from the pit, which is pretty small, so 
some performers will have to find unique spaces to fit 
in. But even with that challenge, he’s not concerned.

“It’s going to work out great,” he says with enthusiasm. 
“We’re working with Marina O’Rourke and the Heart-
land Ballet. She is going to choreograph and direct it. 
Marina is wonderful and has a beautiful vision for how it’s 
going to work on stage. We’ve been meeting through-
out the summer, and going over the fine details even 
though it’s not going to be on stage until next April.”

“The other thing that’s exciting about West Side Story 
is that it’s bringing back a lot of local Dubuquers who 
have gone on to careers in music. Sarah Ellis returns to 
perform with the symphony playing the role of Maria, Mat-
thew Richardson as Tony, Sydney Mei Ruf-Wong as Anita 
and more, plus a good number of performers from the 
Heartland Ballet—it is a musical about teenagers after all.”

“I’m also really looking forward to doing a premiere 
piece by Michael Gilbertson (a young award-winning 
composer originally from Dubuque) along with my 
long time friend Manny Laureano from my days in 
Minneapolis. He’s the principal trumpet of the Min-
nesota Orchestra and Michael is writing a trumpet 
concerto specifically for Manny to premiere with us.”

“I’m very excited to welcome back our long-time 
beloved former Concertmaster Caroline Curtis. She’ll 
play a double violin concerto, with our current Concert-
master, Eleanor Bartsch. It’s going to be very special to 
have these two amazing violinists performing together.”

“Our Principal Clarinetist, Corey Mackey, is a real 
star with us. He’s got a great personality as well 
as incredible musicianship. This season he will be 
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WILLIAM INTRILIGATOR CONDUCTS THE DSO AT FIVE FLAGS THEATER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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featured in Copland’s Clarinet Con-
certo, which has such a beautiful 
range of musicality in it, from soft slow 
tender music, to wild jazzy stuff.”

“There are a lot of great pieces we will 
be performing that I’m excited to sink 
my teeth into, musically, like the Greig’s 
Holberg Suite, de Falla’s Suite from The 
Three-Cornered Hat, Barber’s Adagio for 
Strings, The Capriol Suite—we’ve got a 
lot of dance suites sprinkled throughout 
the season, it’s a theme for us, inspired 
by the dance in West Side Story.”

“We’re doing a Romeo & Juliet themed 
performance, also inspired by West Side 
Story, since that musical is a 20th-century 
adaptation of Romeo & Juliet. We decided 
to take several composers’ musical ver-
sions of Romeo & Juliet and put them 
together with actors and singers to create 
an evening of drama and music. It will 
really be more of a dramatic evening 
than a concert, featuring segments from 
famous Romeo & Juliet adaptations by 
Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, and Gounod. It 
will be blended together in a seamless 
flow with the performances of the actors. 
That’s coming up in March of 2018.”

“The family concert, also in March, 
is going to be pretty cool, too. We’ve 
got music from video games and from 
the movies. It will include pieces from 
The Force Awakens, Beauty and the 
Beast, Jurassic Park, Lord of the Rings, 

Raiders of the Lost Ark, and a suite 
called Video Games Live. The audi-
ence is invited to come in costume and 
enjoy after concert activities as well.”

That’s a big, overstuffed sea-
son of incredible classical music, 
but Intriligator is has no reserva-
tions, because the performers in the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra can 
handle anything he throws at them.

“We so fortunate that the orches-
tra just keeps getting better and 
better. The players are performing 
at such a high level. It’s always a plea-
sure for me to work with them.”

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
features players who have won audition 
spots from as far as Indiana and Min-
neapolis, with many players regularly 
commuting from Madison and Chicago. 
Naturally, the Tri-State region still contrib-
utes a great many talents to the line-up. 

“It says a lot about the orchestra that, 
in the region, our reputation is pretty 
high. Our brass players often remind 
me that we have one of the best brass 
sections in the Midwest, hands down, so 
I do love to feature them when I can. Our 
new concertmaster, Eleanor Bartsch, is 
doing a great job as well. I want to give 
a shout out her. That position is a really 
important leadership position which sets 
the tone for the level of the orchestra.”

But not all of the sym-
phony’s stars are on stage.

“We’ve got a great staff. My good-
ness, the staff of this symphony 

orchestra office works so hard, full-
time, year round, behind the scenes to 
make these concerts and educational 
programs possible. Add to that a great 
Board of Directors and a dedicated 
group of volunteers in the Symphony 
League, so we have very much to be 
grateful for; it’s a very good thing.” 

While the symphony looks to cel-
ebrate 60 years in 2018, it’s really a 
gross mischaracterization of the group’s 
history. After World War II, like so 
many organizations, they went away 
for a while, re-forming in 1958. This is 
the date they count from. Yet, in real-
ity, the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
has ties more than 100 years back. On 
the occasion of the 60 year anniver-
sary, Intriligator wonders if they should 
embrace that true history and count the 
years of the full history of the sym-
phony. Most organizations that paused 
during and after the war already do.

As we mentioned earlier, changes for 
the future seem to be high on the to-do 
list for the symphony, keeping their 
current fans happy, but also attract-
ing new fans from new generations.

“In a way it’s hard to be one of the 
oldest arts institutions in town and at 
the same time stay fresh. We’ve prided 
ourselves on the innovative things that 
we’ve done over the years. And that’s 
saying something, since orchestras, 
in general, are ancient institutions.”

“We’re so lucky to have a world 
class symphony in a community the 
size of Dubuque, but we can’t rest 
on our laurels. While we have indi-
vidual season ticket holders that have 
been getting annual seats for over 50 
years, we also have to reach out to a 
new generation and keep it fresh.”

“Do we change our concert dress? 
Do we have more wine and food before 
shows? Craft cocktails and a more 
interactive experience? More visuals 
at the concerts?” asks Intriligator. “I’d 

love to do more things incorporating 
soundtracks, food and wine, actors and 
more. We’re open to ideas and I want 
to reach out to people for input.”

The fact is, people that currently 
don’t come to the symphony are already 
missing out on a lot of music they love. 
They’re playing soundtracks to famil-
iar movies. Classic pieces of music are 
recognizable in other parts of pop culture 
and close the gap between genera-
tions enjoying symphonic performance. 
So they’re often playing great classical 
music that many people actually know.

“Our audiences love the intimacy of 
Five Flags Theater. They love that the 
musicians are right there. There is a very 
clear sound. There’s nothing like the live 
performance. They also love that it’s 
an evening out with restaurants within 
walking distance and good parking.”

So what’s left on William’s bucket 
list? He quickly reaches over and picks 
up a score book for Stravinsky’s The Rite 
of Spring and shows it to me. There’s 
some Mahler and Wagner also on his 
list, but these, like the Stravinsky, all 
require very large orchestras. The Rite of 
Spring would barely fit on the Five Flags 
Stage according the William, but he’s 
dreaming of ways to make it work for 
the 60th Season. Look for more staged 
opera in the future, too, he promises.

It seems like William and crew pulled 
the stops out for this season. We wonder 
how they can possibly pull more stops 
for the 60th Anniversary season to top 
it. At the end of the interview I said, 
“You’ll have to come out on stage on 
fire!” He paused and said “Oooooh!” 
with wide eyes and big smile.

“There’s nothing like the 
live performance!”

Check out the centerfold on 
this issue for more information on 
all this season’s performances and 
additional ticket information. n
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17/18 SEASON GUEST ARTISTS TOP ROW: MANNY LAUREANO, ELEANOR BARTSCH, 

CAROLINE CURTIS, COREY MACKEY AND SARAH ELLIS. BOTTOM ROW: CRAIG ALLEN, 

MEGAN GLOSS, SARAH HARTMANN, MAX ROLL AND SYDNEY MEI RUF-WONG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23



PICTURE YOURSELF IN THE TRI-STATES!

Dubuque Police officers have a little summer 
water balloon fun with the kids at St. Mark’s 
Youth Enrichment in downtown Dubuque.

Starset opens up for Pop Evil and Hinder on the 
Grandstands Stage at the Dubuque County 
Fair. Photo by Amber Bettcher.

One of the magical wayfinding signs that takes 
you to Codfish Hollow music venue outside of 
Maquoketa, IA. Photo by Abby Ferguson.

Al Larson stands with all of the food pantry donations 
to Resources Unite made possible by patrons of 
his music venue, The Blu Room @ Breezer’s Pub.

The dedicated staff of Camp Albrect Acres!

Brooke has a smiling contest with Rowan the 
horse at Horsepower Farms near Galena, IL. 
Photo by B’Ann Dittmar.

Cardboard Boat Races mean soggy fun at 
the Yardarm in the Dubuque Marina to raise 
money for Four Mounds Foundation’s H.E.A.R.T. 
program. Photo by Bob Felderman.

Junior sized midway fun at the 64th Annual 
Dubuque County Fair. Photo by Bob Felderman.

Marvin Ney and crew from Paramount Ambulance 
give kids interactive tours of the vehicles at this 
year’s National Night Out event in Comiskey Park.

Visiting artists and local project organizers join 
staff from Capri Cosmetology in celebrating  
the completion of another great mural in 
downtown Dubuque. Photo by Ron Tigges.

Julie Steffen from the 365ink family was one of 
many Dubuquers to dip their tire in the Missis-
sippi at the end of the 2017 RAGBRAI bike ride.

Tye Stierman and Andrea Becker from the cast 
of Trainwreck Productions’ “Hand to God”, 
performed at the Smokestack in Dubuque.

Women’s Bikini Open competitors from the 
recent U.P.A Mighty Muscle on the Mississippi 
competition at the Grand River Center.  
Photo by Kevin Bryson.

Another typical Sunday in New Diggings, WI!
And that’s how you roast a hog, with Jeff Cremer 
(left) from Cremer’s Grocery on Rhomberg Ave.

Mike Meyer from the Otherside in East 
Dubuque and his helper, Hailey, display their 
Wingfest “bling” following this year’s event.
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tHE IRIsH HOOLEY 
MUsIC FEstIvAL
The Dubuque Irish Hooley hosts its 13th 

Annual Dubuque Irish Hooley Music 
Festival with world-class Irish music, 
Irish Dance, cultural events, food and 
gift vendors, and beverages from Ireland 
and America, on Saturday, Aug. 26, at 
the Dubuque Star Brewery and Alliant 
Amphitheater, in the Port of Dubuque. 

Cost to enter is $12 on the day of the 
event, with advance discount tickets 
now on sale for $10 at Shamrock Imports 
(4th and Bluff Sts), Premier Bank (9th and 
Iowa Sts, Kennedy Rd, and NW Arte-
rial), Family Beer and Liquor (HWY 20 
in East Dubuque, IL), Happy’s Place 
(Rockdale Rd), and Butt’s Florists 
(University Ave and Asbury Rd).

“The musical entertainment line-
up for 2017 is very exciting,” says Rob 
McCullough, President of the Irish 
Hooley. The newest Irish music group 
from Dubuque, Ballyheigue, is an up-
and-coming band that has new selec-
tions worked up just for the Hooley. 
They are anxious to kick off the festival 
and warm up the crowd. The Lads of 
Dubuque follow to energize the crowd, 
and they have some new selections 
along with many old standards. The 
band Connla is new to the U.S. and is 
very talented. They make their debut 
in our country with this event. “We 
hope the people of Dubuque show up 
in force to welcome Connla and enjoy 
their music. For those who do, they will 
surely be captivated by their talent and 
charm on the stage.” The Led Farmers 
return to Dubuque as the headliner this 
year after taking the stage at last year’s 
Hooley. For those of us who attended 
last year, you’ll be looking “forward to 
their music and shenanigans again!” 

This talented group of musicians is 
excellent at engaging and fascinating 
crowds with their seemingly endless 
talent, and they will have everyone 
roaring by the end of the night.

The Irish Hooley Music Festival 
offers an annual cultural event by col-
laborating with like-minded non-profit 
organizations and a host of volunteers 
and sponsor companies. According 
to board member Bob Felderman, “In 
the past 12 years, over $471,000 has 
been contributed in the Tri-States area. 
We’ve been seeking a good cause to 
support and have found a good fit in 
terms of participating and helping with 
our volunteer efforts with Research 
for the Kids (RFTK). The Irish Hooley 
sees this as the beginning of a lasting 
and mutually beneficial association.”

Returning major sponsors include 
Premier Bank and Family Beer & Liquor, 
and this year the newest major spon-
sor is the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH) Dubuque County Division #2. 
The Hooley also welcomes newcomer 
sponsor Town Square Media who offers 
local radio stations for your listening 
pleasure, WJOD Country 103.3 FM, 
WDBQ 1490 AM, KLYV Y105.5 FM, KXGE 
102 FM, and WDBQ FM Q107.5 Oldies. 

The Irish Hooley is proud of its many 
other sponsors: McCullough Farms, 
Butt’s Florists, Matthews Distributing, 
Tricor Insurance, Key Vision, O’Connor 
& English Insurance, and General Bob 
Photography. In-kind sponsors include 
Pepsi Cola of Dubuque, Heiar Fencing, 
Envision Tee, Stone Cliff Brewery, Bird 
Chevrolet, and a growing number of 
others each year. Shamrock Imports 
returns as the major gift sponsor. 

FEAtURE stORY 
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Long-time sponsor Tim Althaus shares why he sup-
ports the Hooley. “Family Beer & Liquor has been a 
supporter of the Irish Hooley ever since Maureen Siegert 
called 13 years ago asking us to support this new Irish 
event, The Irish Hooley! We’ve increased our level 
of sponsorship to support our local Irish culture and 
heritage as a community and to share great music, fun 
atmosphere, good food and of course, a frosty drink. 
It is a perfect fit for our happy Family Beer & Liquor 
customers, and we’re thrilled to support this event!”

Beverages are provided by Matthews Distributing, 7G, 
Stone Cliff Winery, Potosi Beer, and Pepsi of Dubuque. 
According to Jim Siegert, President of AOH, “The beverage 
list includes Guinness, Harp, and Potosi Irish brew on taps, 
aluminum bottles of Coors Light, Busch Light, Budweiser 
and Ultra, and of course Jameson Irish Whiskey and Stone 
Cliff Cider. There will be two beer tents and a Jameson 
Irish Whiskey Tent stationed in the Alliant Amphitheater.” 

Food vendors include the Dubuque County Fair-
grounds, L. May Pizza, Freddie’s Popcorn, Mi Ranchito 
Tacos, Catfish Charlie’s and Firehouse Chefs. Bryan 
Fitting tells us he is “excited about the new food vendors 
joining to give us more options for those attending the 
Irish Hooley Music Festival.” Bryan and his wife Sarah 
are both Hooley board members and new owners of 
Butt’s Florist, and are new sponsors of the event.

This year’s event sees the return of the Silent Auction 
Tent operated by the newly organized Lady Ancient 
Order of Hibernians (Lady AOH), the first such group 
organized in Iowa as an AOH auxiliary. Vicki Leonard 
is president, and she is excited about this year’s event 
working with “a great group of ladies with sincere devo-
tion to the mission and with lots of energy and ideas 
for the Irish Hooley.” Anyone interested in joining the 
Lady AOH, Irish by heritage, adoption or marriage, are 
welcome. They promote Catholic faith and Irish cul-
ture, with the motto of Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity. Send an email to laohdiv1iowa@gmail.com 
or stop at the silent auction tent for info.

The Irish Hooley is an established 501(C) 3 non-
profit organization, run by volunteers, which means 
no administration costs. The current board members 
include President Rob McCullough, Vice President 
Bryan Fitting, Secretary Jolyn Hannah, Treasurer/
Executive Director “General” Bob Felderman, and 
At-Large Directors Pat Leonard, Sarah Murray-Fit-
ting, Pat McClain, Jim Siegert, and Jerry Feeney. 

Past Irish Hooley board president, Tim Althaus, was 
queried about his past service to the Hooley, now that 
he has retired from the board. “As a past Hooley Board 
President, I have seen firsthand how much work goes 
into organizing a festival like the Irish Hooley. As the 
saying goes, many hands make light work. I’m thrilled to 

see more support from our local Irish community, like the 
Hibernians, who feel tremendous pride in this festival. 
Volunteering to help with this festival will encourage a 
sense of ownership in its long-term success.” Tim and 
his wife Mary are former board members who started 
the Jameson Irish Whiskey tent, now a highlight for 
the event, and as they retire from the Hooley board, 
Tim and Mary look forward to that legacy continuing.

The Irish Hooley Music Festival has become a music 
and cultural event that seeks to involve young and old 
alike, so that together all may gain a greater apprecia-
tion for Irish/Celtic heritage and celebrate, whether 
Irish or not. The event only runs successfully with 
the support of its volunteers these past 13 years. 

New volunteer coordinator, Abby Lawrence, tells 
us “volunteering for the Hooley is a great way to help 
out an awesome event. Volunteers get free admission 
for the event and a Hooley t-shirt!” Abby attended 
her first Hooley in 2008, during her first week living 
in Dubuque, and she fell in love with Dubuque and its 
people. The Irish Hooley has become an important staple 
in Dubuque, and its location in the Port of Dubuque at 
the Dubuque Star Brewery and Alliant Amphitheater 
are part of her now becoming a Dubuquer. Since tak-
ing on her role as volunteer coordinator, Abby has met 
many local business owners who “continue to feel the 
support that Dubuque has for carrying on the Hooley 
tradition.” She is excited to see the hard work of all the 
volunteers, not just the board of directors, but the spon-
sors, donors, vendors, and entertainment. With that in 
mind, Abby offers up that “volunteer shifts are available 
as early as 11:15 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.; a single shift is 2 
hours and 45 minutes. Currently we have shifts open 
for gate attendants; these people take admission and 
give general information about the event.” To volun-
teer send an email to hooleyvolunteers@gmail.com 
and Abby will find a shift that works for you.

The day starts with the Fourth Annual Hooley Hustle 
hosting a scenic premier race of the year along the 
Mississippi River, starting and ending at A.Y. McDon-
ald Park. See more in the sidebar or contact Dubuque 
Jaycee’s Katie Bahl at katherinebahl@gmail.com.

The Irish Hooley Music Festi-
val may be followed on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/IrishHooleyMusicFestival, and get 
more information on their web page at IrishHooley.org. 
Sláinte (which means “cheers” in Irish)! n
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HOOLEY HUstLE 
5K/10K RUn/WALK
sAtURDAY, AUGUst 26
7:30 AM @ A.Y. MCDOnALD PARK
Organizers for the Dubuque Jaycees are expanding the Hooley 
Hustle race in its 4th year. the new race site will be at A.y. 
McDonald Park, located on the corner of Hawthorne st. and 
the north end of Kerper Blvd., and participants will run along 
the scenic Dubuque Jaycees trail. the 10K will continue to 
the wetlands. the race will be held saturday, Aug. 26, with 
registration at 7:30 a.m., Kid’s Fun Run ½ mile run starting at 
8:15 a.m., and the 5K and 10K races beginning at 8:30 a.m.

the new route highlights the Jaycees’ work in the community, 
and the Jaycees trail is a big source of pride for the group. 
the race has traditionally held a Kids Fun Run and 5K race. 
the event will expand to include a 10K race this year. After 
the race, the party will continue at the yardarm where $1 from 
specified items purchased will go back to the Jaycees from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for community projects including the Jay-
cees’ 33rd Annual Dubuque Jaycees Fireworks and Air show 
spectacular, Jaycees Community garden, and the new Jaycees 
Center located at 890 Iowa st. the Hooley Hustle is held in 
partnership with the Irish Hooley also taking place that day.

the Kid’s Fun Run is $5 for children under age 12. the 5K and 
10K registration is $20. Registration for the event is avail-
able at hooleyhustle5K.itsyourrace.com. t-shirts are also 
available for purchase in advance. Please call 563-583-5555 
or email hooleyhustle@gmail.com for more information.

HOOLEY sCHEDULE
 8:15 AM 4th Annual Hooley Hustle 5K, 10K and 

Kid’s Run at A.y. McDonald Park. 

 noon gates open

 12:30 PM Opening Ceremony with Ancient Order of 
Hibernian’s Dubuque County Divisions

 12:45 PM Dubuque Fire Pipes & Drums

 1:15 PM veterans salute by Brigadier general, 
Bob Felderman, us Army, Retired

 1:30 PM Mcnulty school of Irish Dance

 2:30 PM Ballyheigue

 4:00 PM the Lads

 6:00 PM Connla

 8:30 PM Led FarmersIRISH HOOLEY HEADLINER: THE LED FARMERS DUBUQUE FIRE PIPES & DRUMS
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tRI-stAtE LIvE MUsIC
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10
Brown Bottle Bandits 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

Point Five 
6 PM @ Platteville City Park 

Jon Fuller
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Broken strings
7 PM @ the yardarm 

We Banjo 3
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Dylan Doyle Band
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
7 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Duo Dodo 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Matthew Michael & 
Kristina Marie
7:30 PM @ grape Escape 

smokestack Jazz night
8 PM @ the smokestack

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11
365 Lunchtime Jam: 
Lenny Wayne Hosey
noon @ town Clock Plaza 

50 Pound Rooster @ 5 PM 
Matt stedman Band @ 7 PM
summerfest, Dubuque
5 PM @ Q Casino 
Backwater stage

steve Cavanaugh & 
Randy Droessler 
6 PM @ spirits

Boys night Out
6 PM @ the view Bar & grill 

Hot Mess
6 PM @ Dyersville 
Downtown Friday night

Mark Zalaznik 
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

tete de Morte
Following the vern Classic
7 PM @ sandy Hook tavern

Roy schroedl
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Hearthfi re Duo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Lenny Wayne 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

John Moran 
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Foghat 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Paul Filipowicz 
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Mostly Water 
8 PM @ the yardarm

gina sicilia 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

garrett Hillary 
8 PM @ galena Brewing Co.

Campfi re Kings 
8:30 PM @ grape Escape 

the speedbumps, Red 
Mouth, the Inquiry 
10 PM @ the Lift

50 Pound Rooster
summerfest Post Party
10 PM @ Q Casino 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12
nutsy turtle & Lori
1 PM @ the view Bar & grill 

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Jef spradley
2 PM @ grape Escape 

Black Water gin
Diggs Fest
2 PM @ new Diggings 
general store

Acoustic Open Jam
4 PM @ the smokestack

spazmatics, Menace, 
Dylan Doyle
BurgFest 2017
4 PM @ the Burg, shullsburg 

Crude But Eff ective
5 PM @ the Wharf, 
Massey station 

Roy schroedl 
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

Hearthfi re Duo
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Mostly Water 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

swamp Donkeys Diggs Fest
7:30 PM @ new Diggings 
general store

statue of Liberty
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

For Love and Rock n Roll 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

nerdvana Party After Dark
8 PM @ Q Casino

Wicked Liz & the Bellyswirls 
8 PM @ the yardarm

the Eric tessmer Band 
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Here Comes a Regular 
Productions:
Alma sub Rosa, Barely 
Losing, ultrasounds, 
Deathless Dogs
8 PM @ the smokestack

taste Like Chicken
8 PM @ spirits

Harper & Midwest Kind 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Classical Blast 
8 PM @ galena Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen & ginger Co. 
8:30 PM @ grape Escape 

yesterdaze
9 PM @ Jimmy B’s Bar & grill 

Medicinal Purposes 
9 PM @ Embe 

ugly sunday
9 PM @ Portrillos Bar 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13
Open Mic w/ scott Rische
noon @ grape Escape 

A Pirate Over 50
1 PM @ the yardarm 

Broken strings
1 PM @ the view Bar & grill 

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Hoff man, troy, & Marceau
3 PM @ stone Cliff 

Johnnie Walker 
3 PM @ sunset Ridge Winery 

Dylan Doyle Band 
Diggs Fest
3 PM @ new Diggings 
general store

Brandon Hagen & Friends 
3:30 PM @ the Cornerstone 

the Family Business
4 PM @ sandy Hook tavern

Dawgs & a Bone
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

the Lonely goats
6 PM @ schmid 
Innovation Center/
Caradco Lofts Courtyard 

Roy schroedl
6 PM @ Benton Park 

Endless summer
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum 

Miss Kitty Quiz show
8 PM @ grape Escape 

Madchild, sid Wilson (of 
slipnot), Doobie Bvndit, Hylyte 
9 PM @ the venue 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15
Poetry Open Mic
6 PM @ Carnegie-
stout Public Library 

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

trivia night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dead soldiers 
10 PM @ the Lift

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16
Medicinal Purposes 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

Acoustic Jam w/ Jay vonn 
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ the Blu 
Room, Breezer’s Pub

statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Comedian uncle Lar
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17
Adam Beck
1 PM @ the yardarm 

Ralph Kluseman 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

nutsy turtle & Lori
6 PM @ thursday East 
Dubuque Cruise In 

scott Waterhouse 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

MMB Live: statue of Liberty 
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Megan Roeth
songwriters showcase
7 PM @ galena CFA

Laura McDonald 
7 PM @ grape Escape
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smokestack Jazz night
8 PM @ the smokestack

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18
365 Lunchtime Jam: 
Andy Wilberding 
noon @ town Clock Plaza 

the Blue Olives
Dubuque… And All that Jazz
5 PM @ town Clock Plaza 

Mississippi trio 
6 PM @ spirits

Andy Wilberding
6 PM @the view Bar & grill 

Broken strings 
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

38 special, w/ Craig Wayne Boyd
Back Waters stage
7 PM @ Q Casino

Katie sullivan 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

statue of Liberty 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

steve McIntyre
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dueling Pianos 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Massey Road 
8 PM @ the grand tap 

Menace 
8 PM @ the yardarm

Ryne Dougherty 
8 PM @ galena Brewing Co.

Lojo Russo 
8:30 PM @ grape Escape

society of Broken souls, 
Fauxhalia 
9 PM @ the smokestack

David Zollo & the Body Electric 
10 PM @ the Lift

Buzz Berries
38 special After Party 
10 PM @ Q Casino

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Half-Fast
2 PM @ the yardarm 

Andrew Houy
2 PM @ the view Bar & grill 

Boys night Out 
2 PM @ Massey Marina 

Acoustic Open Jam
4 PM @ the smokestack

nutsy turtle & Lori
5 PM @ Cascade 
Hometown Days

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ the Palace, Dyersville 

tony Walker 
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

theresa’s Big Birthday Drag 
show Extravaganza!
7:30 & 10 PM @ the 
smokestack

Ron Lubbers
7:30 PM @ KOC Hall 

Katie sullivan 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Marty Raymon 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

stetsin & Lace 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

southern Drawl Band 
8 PM @ Q Casino

the Blues Party 
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Better than good Enough
8 PM @ spirits

Hal Reed & Mississippi Journey 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

A Pirate Over 50 
8 PM @ galena Brewing Co.

Joie Wails Band 
8:30 PM @ grape Escape

JJ schmitz Duo
9 PM @ Jimmy B’s Bar & grill 

Crude But Eff ective
9 PM @ Embe 

Wayne “the train” Hancock 
10 PM @ the Lift

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20
Open Mic w/ scott Rische
noon @ grape Escape 

Broken strings
1 PM @ the yardarm 

Becky McMahon 
3 PM @ stone Cliff 

Roy schroedl & Dave Minnihan
3 PM @ sunset Ridge Winery 

Fever River string Band
3 PM @ Council Hill station

Open Mic 
3:30 PM @ the Cornerstone 

Playground of sound 
3:30 PM @ new Diggings 
general store

the Lonely goats 
4 PM @ sandy Hook tavern

Celebration of the Beatles
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum 

Miss Kitty Quiz show
8 PM @ grape Escape

Hardcore sex, Dutch Masters 
10 PM @ the Lift

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
steve Cavanaugh & 
Randy Droessler 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

trivia night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23
Adam Beck 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

Acoustic Jam w/ Lenny Wayne 
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ the Blu 
Room, Breezer’s Pub

John Moran 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Comedian Chris speyrer 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
Just Cuz
6 PM @ tony Roma’s 

Hoff mann, troy, & Marceau
6 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club 

the Lonely goats
6 PM @ Platteville 
Music in the Park 

statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

5th Fret
7 PM @ the yardarm 

MMB Live: the Heavies 
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Chase Bryant
Back Waters stage
7 PM @ Q Casino

Corey jenny
7 PM @ grape Escape 

Duo sol 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

smokestack Jazz night
8 PM @ the smokestack

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25
365 Lunchtime Jam: 
tony Walker 
noon @ town Clock Plaza 

summer’s Last Blast:
sushi Roll, Menace, the 
swing Crew, Missbehavin’
Back Waters stage
5 PM @ Q Casino

Jeff  Weydert Duo 
6 PM @ spirits

garrett Hillary 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

steve grismore Jazz trio 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Jon Fuller 
8 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

natalie gelman 
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Framing the Red 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

yesterdaze
8 PM @ the yardarm

Crude But Eff ective 
8 PM @ galena Brewing Co.

Andrew Houy
8:30 PM @ grape Escape

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
the Irish Hooley:
the Led Farmers, Connla, 
the Lads, Ballyheigue
noon @ Alliant 
Amphitheater 

Jeff  theisen
1 PM @ the view Bar & grill 

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Massey Road
2 PM @ Bent Prop Marina 

Andrew Houy
2 PM @ grape Escape

nIGHtLIFE 
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FRIDAY, AUGUst 11

Paul Filipowicz
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

With seven critically acclaimed CDs under his 
belt including two “top 20 texas Blues new 
Releases” in a row, Paul’s original slashing 
guitar style has been established and 
documented. His latest release “Chinatown” is 
the logical next-step for a bluesman that has 
over the years warranted comparisons in such 
publications as Living Blues, Blues Revue, Soul 
Bag, Blues Access and Big City Blues to such a 
diverse group of greats as John Lee 
Hooker,Albert King, Buddy guy, and Albert 
Collins just to name a few. 

Gina sicilia
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ

(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

Blues vocalist gina sicilia returns to Flatted Fifth 
Blues & BBQ with her latest album, Tug of War. 
Her bold, dark-honey voice made her a sensation 
singing in jams in Philadelphia’s jazz and blues 
clubs when she was just 19 years old. now based 
in nashville, her mix of blues, soul and life 
experiences bring a great depth to her music.

the speedbumps, the Inquiry, Red Mouth
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Iowa to Colorado transplant Brandon Hagen 
stops by with another set of original folk 
rock! the speedbumps are an indie rock band 
from Ohio. Americana-uK calls their carefully 
orchestrated music “wistful acoustic Folk 
pop” led by the soulful and rootsy crooner, 
Erik urycki. Relix Magazine’s JAMOFF! winner, 
IMA Award winner, and Best Band recogni-
tion more than once within their region. “the 
emotional undertones of Red Mouth’s gritty 
guitar riff s and growling vocals creates a one-
of-a-kind vibe that should appeal to lovers of 

the slow burn of north Mississippi blues like 
Junior Kimbrough and the slithering rock of 
primo Captain Beefheart.”—Folio Weekly

sAtURDAY, AUGUst 12

Alma sub Rosa, Barely Losing, 
Ultrasounds, Deathless Dogs
8 PM @ THE SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

COVER: $5

Original Midwest rock featuring Alma sub Rosa 
(lush pop, insightful originals), Barely Losing 
(Midwestern rock n’ roll), the ultrasounds 
(sludgy garage pop) and the Deathless Dogs 
(two-piece rock with a touch of blues). Brought 
to you by Here Comes a Regular Productions.

Eric tessmer
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

Hailing from Austin, tX since age 19, Eric is 
widely considered one of the most vibrant 
guitarists to follow in the footsteps of 
blues-rock legends such as stevie Ray vaughan 
and his namesake predecessors. His live shows 
have captured audiences’ attention across the 
united states as power-packed sessions of 
wickedly fast and precise licks that can light the 
house on fi re without the need for lighter fl uid. 
Eric was born and raised outside of the small 
town of Richland Center, WI.

Harper and Midwest Kind
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ

(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

Award-winning Australian singer/songwriter 
Peter D. Harper is known in the music world sim-
ply as “Harper.” He calls his music “world blues,” 
a rich musical stew of ‘50s rhythm and blues, a 
‘60s message of love and unity, and ‘70s funky 
soul through his creative use of the harmonica 
and the haunting drone of the didgeridoo.

nIGHtLIFE 
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WE BAnJO 3
tHURsDAY, AUGUst 10 @ 7 PM
With inspiration from the Irish and American 
music they listened to growing up, the two sets 

of brothers released their fi rst album in 2012. Most recently, they 
released String Theory, which hit #1 on the Billboard Worlds Chart.

FOGHAt
FRIDAY, AUGUst 11 @ 8 PM
Foghat began their musical career in 1971 and 
recorded eight Gold albums, one Platinum 

album and one double-Platinum album. Hit single “Slow Ride” 
peaked at #20 on the rock charts.

JOE nICHOLs
sAtURDAY, sEPtEMBER 16 @ 8 PM
Since 1996, Nichols has released eight studio 
albums. Man with a Memory produced his fi rst 
#1 hit, “Brokenheartsville,” and earned him 

two Academy of Country Music Awards, as well as three Grammy 
Award nominations. Opening for Joe Nichols is Black Water Gin.

For Love and Rock n Roll
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Uncle Lar’
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 @ 8 PM

MMB Live: statue of Liberty
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 @ 7 PM

Dueling Pianos
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 @ 8 PM

stetsin & Lace
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Chris speyrer
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 @ 8 PM

MMB Live: the Heavies
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24 @ 7 PM

Framing the Red
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 @ 8 PM

spindrift: the Rush tribute
SATURDAY, AUGUST 26 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Gabriel Rutledge
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30 @ 8 PM

MMB Live: Flash In A Pan
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31 @ 7 PM

the Devonshires
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Jiggy
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 @ 8 PM

MMB Live: A Few Blind Mice
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 @ 7 PM

MIssIssIPPI MOOn BAR
EntERtAInMEnt
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets 
for all performances are available at the Diamond Club inside 
the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

LAUGHInG MOOn COMEDY:
GABRIEL RUtLEDGE
WEDnEsDAY, AUGUst 30 @ 8 PM
A past winner of both the Seattle International Comedy Competition and The Laugh-
ing Skull Comedy Festival in Atlanta, Gabriel has made television appearances on 
Comedy Central’s Live at Gotham, Nickelodeon’s Nickmom Night Out, Laughs on 
FOX, and the nationally syndicated Comedy.TV and Comics Unleashed. He is also a 
frequent guest on the Bob and Tom radio show. Gabriel has released three albums 
that can be heard on Sirius Satellite Radio, 24/7 Comedy Radio, and wherever 
you want if you buy one. He is also author of the book Happiness Isn’t Funny.
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tUEsDAY, AUGUst 15

Dead soldiers
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Dead solders is an American Roots based 
band from Memphis tennessee with infl uences 
ranging from Rock, soul, outlaw country, to 
bluegrass and experimetal music. From stax 
to sun to the delta and beyond, Dead soldiers 
have carved out their own dark perspective on 
what it means to live and die in the American 
south. songs about poverty, aging, mental ill-
ness, and institutionalized racism are just a few 
of the topics set them apart lyrically from what 
the world has come to expect from todays crop 
of soft handed “americana” artists. Musically 
the band draws infl uence from so many direc-
tions it’s hard to pin any one down. the Band, 
tom Waits, Willie nelson, Randy newman, 
Louvin Brothers are just a few of their heroes. 

FRIDAY, AUGUst 18

society of Broken souls + Fauxhalla
9 PM @ THE SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

COVER: $5

Called “A songwriting powerhouse” by Ben 
Kieff er of Iowa Public Radio, society of Broken 
souls is the duo of Dennis James and Lauryn 
shapter of Fairfi eld, IA. their unique American 
roots sound features intricately woven 
arrangements and seamless harmonies.

Fauxhalla brings original rock and dreamy lush-
ness from the hills and valleys of sW Wisconsin. 
Featuring Lisa Acosta (vocals and guitar), Dave 
Boyer (guitar), Richie galindo (drums), Joe 
Pedretti (bass), and John saunders (keys and 
sax) are ready to pull you into the groove. 

sUnDAY, AUGUst 13

three Dawgs & A Bone 
5 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ

(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

three Dawgs & a Bone Jazz returns to Flatted 
Fifth featuring steve grismore, co-founder 
of the Iowa City Jazz festival, anchoring the 
group on jazz guitar along with scott Barnum 
on bass, and Rich Medd on trombone. they’ll 
be playing your favorite jazz standards from 
Ornette Coleman, thelonious Monk, steve Lacy, 
Herbie nichols, Dave Holland, Duke Ellington, 
Paul Motion, steve swallow, and many others.

Get In Where You Fit In tour with Madchild 
(swollen Members) & sid Wilson (slipnot)
9 PM @ THE VENUE (285 MAIN ST)

COVER: $10

vancouver, Canada’s rhyme fi re starter, Madchild 
(swollen Members), is a mere 5’6” with the 
stage presence of a giant. since 2012, Madchild 
has released four solo albums which have sold 
millions, toured the world, and he’s even been 
banned from the u.s. you’ll understand the 
dynamic after seeing him promote his new album, 
My Darkest Hour, released in July. Also known as 
Dj starscream, Ratboy, #0, etc., sid Wilson is most 
known as the Dj/ turntablist for the metal mayhem 
rock band slipnot. Having sold over 40 million 
records worldwide with the group, sid has been 
deejaying since 1992. He dives into every genre of 
music the same way he dives into crowds, literally. 
His popularity in Japan and the states account for 
his videos having some of the most downloads 
in the world. Doobie and DJ Hylite open the 
show. Doors open at 8 p.m. Ages 21 and up.

BUDWEIsER LIvE MUsIC FEAtUREs



AUGUst EntERtAInMEnt 
HEAtInG UP At Q CAsInO
Two amazing community events will take Q 
Casino’s Back Waters Stage this August, Sum-
merFest Dubuque and Summer’s Last Blast! 
All ages are welcome to both events!

Kick off  your weekend with SummerFest Dubuque! 
It all starts at 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 11 with great 
food, thirst to quenching drinks and amazing music!

From 5–6:30 p.m., jam out to the tunes of 50 
Pound Rooster. Its unique sound combines country 
and southern-rock to create an experience like you’ve 
never seen (or heard). Then, from 7 to 10 p.m., the 
Matt Stedman Band will rock the stage playing Top 
40’s dance songs, jazz and swing, motown, reg-
gae music, rock classics, country and more. From 
10 p.m. to midnight, 50 Pound Rooster takes the 
stage again to fi nish the evening with a bang.

Admission to Summerfest Dubuque is free. Free-
will donations to the Education and Skilled Trades 
grant fund are accepted at the gates by volunteers.

Proceeds from this event, organized by the Dubuque 
Area Labor-Management Council with the help of 
employers and unions, fund the Council’s Education 
and Skilled Trades Grant Program for students entering 
skilled occupations in demand in the Tri-State area.

sUMMER’s LAst BLAst BRInGs tHREE 
DAYs OF FUn AnD EntERtAInMEnt

Mark your calendar for Dubuque’s best three-day 
music festival. In its 18th year, Summer’s Last Blast 
raises funds for the Dubuque County Fairgrounds, 
Sertoma Club, FFA and Storybook Children’s Zoo. 
What’s better than amazing music with a cause! 

Summer’s Last Blast kicks off  at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 24 with Chase Bryant and special 
guest Jake McVey. Bryant is a family name shared 
by his grandfather, Jimmy Bryant, who performed 
with Roy Orbison and Waylon Jennings. In early 
2015, Bryant’s debut single, “Take It On Back,” 
became a top 10 single on the Country Airplay 
chart, which is published weekly by Billboard.

Special guest Jake McVey, a good ‘ol Iowa farm 
boy, was nominated for “Best New Country Art-
ist” by New Music Weekly magazine in 2016, as 
well as a “Top Touring Act” nod from Billboard
magazine. Tickets are $20 for Thursday’s show.

On Friday, Aug. 25, get your groove on at 5 p.m. 
with Sushi Roll, which is one-part rock, one-part light-
hearted pop and one-part over-the-top theatrics. 
They can easily transition between versions of top 
pop and rock hits by artists like Maroon 5, Katy Perry, 
Lady Gaga, AC/DC, P!nk, Madonna and the Jackson 5.

Menace takes the stage next, followed by The Swing 
Crew. The Swing Crew brings interaction and acoustics 
to its show that features a wide variety of music, audi-
ence participation, jokes, stunts, cornball humor and 
toasts. The Swing Crew performs classic rock, country, 
pop, swing, “island beat” and about any other genre. 
Local cover band MissBehavin’ rounds out the evening.

Come back Saturday, Aug. 26, at 5 p.m. for 
another lineup of free entertainment. Check out Elec-
tric Shock—The AC/DC Show from the Quad Cities 
proven to give a high-energy performance. Playing 
all their classic hits, the experience will give you the 
look, sound and feel like an actual AC/DC concert.

Local hard rock group Johnny Trash takes 
the stage next and then Half Fast. Half Fast cov-
ers the hits by Three Days Grace, Papa Roach, 
Seether, Nickelback, Saving Abel, Guns N’ Roses, 
Drowning Pool, Green Day and many more. 

Known for their high energy shows, Zero 2 Sixty 
fi nishes the festival. The band plays favorites from 
80s and 90s classic rock, modern country and 
top 40 hits. The native Dubuque band has cap-
tivated audiences throughout the Tri-State area 
with their current line-up for the past six years.

To get tickets or learn more about entertain-
ment at Q Casino, visit qcasinoandhotel.com. n

CHASE BRYANT
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FRIDAY, AUGUst 18

David Zollo and the Body Electric
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Dave Zollo’s new album For Hire, is a cycle of 
songs that charts his descent into addiction, the 
loss of his family, and the long fi ght back. this is 
basically front-line reporting from a forgotten, but 
ever-growing, part of the American population. 
the poor; the broken; the addicted; the lost. 
Drawing on infl uences ranging from gospel to 
honkey-tonk; from blues to rock and roll; Zollo has 
given us a beautiful, pained, but ultimately trium-
phant, look at what it means to be an American 
on the margins in the 21st century. Recorded with 
his long-time stage band, the Body Electric (Brian 
Cooper, Randall Davis, Ryan Bernemann, stephen 
“the Kid” Howard) as well as Will Kimbrough 
(EmmyLou Harris, todd snider), Heath Alan, and 
Erik Brown. Zollo delivers his best work yet.

sAtURDAY, AUGUst 19

the Blues Party!
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

the Blues Party! has steadily grown a 
reputation for their wide variety of music, both 
originals and covers, sometimes fun and 
danceable, sometimes heavy and intense. they 
constantly incorporate other styles into their 
sound, along with plenty of gritty guitar licks 
and thick vocal harmonies and back it up with a 
rock solid rhythm section. As a member of the 
Mudangels, Kenny was a 2008 winner for Blues 
Artist of the year at the Madison Area Music 
Awards. tony and Doug were long time 
members of local favorite Floyd and the void.

Wayne “the train” Hancock
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

COVER: $10

Wayne has been called “the King of Juke Joint 
swing,” a “Roots Renaissance Man,” a “Country 
singer’s Country singer” and “Hank Williams 

meets gershwin.” But the phrase most frequently 
echoed throughout his career is “Wayne Hancock 
is the real deal.” Joe Ely said it, Hank Williams III 
said it, Bobby Koefer from the texas Playboys 
said it, as have countless music fans and writers 
when referring to Hancock’s authentic and origi-
nal blend of honky tonk, western swing, blues 
and big band that he calls “juke joint swing!” Han-
cock says his vision is “to bring people together 
and make them feel good about music. It’s a 
spiritual thing and without spirituality, you’ve 
got nothin’. there ain’t much on the radio that 
strikes me as being original or from the heart, 
most of it’s from the pocketbook and it shows.”

sUnDAY, AUGUst 20

Hardcore sex, Dutch Masters
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Hailing from Austin, tX, Hardcore sex play grind-
ing, swinging, stomp blues sludge for your ear-
holes. Dutch Masters promise not to play too long.

sAtURDAY, AUGUst 26

tu’Mera Divine, Dueling at Dawn, 
Burn the Ailment
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

It’s everyone’s fi rst time playing the 
Lift’s stage, and they even brought some 
buddies from Cedar Rapids, Dueling at 
Dawn. If you need a reason to bang your 
head to some metal, we got you.

sUnDAY, AUGUst 27

William Matheny
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

storyteller, songwriter William Matheny is the 
kind of artist who garners instant respect from 
other artists, even as he makes songs so eff ort-
lessly catchy. We could resent that he didn’t 
arrive with this collection sooner, but let’s 
instead celebrate that he’s here with it now.

BUDWEIsER LIvE MUsIC FEAtUREs
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Executive Chef Jonathan 
Nelson—he has been 
presiding over commercial 
kitchens for more than 30 
years. He is a graduate 
of the Des Moines Area 
Community College 
Culinary Arts Program 
in Ankeny, Iowa. He 
began his career at J.J. 
Maguire’s in Burlington, 
IA. He was Executive Chef at Timmerman’s Supper 
Club in East Dubuque and General Manager of Café 
Italia in Galena. Chef Nelson was invited to cook for 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and William Clinton. He 
has been named Chef Par Excellence three times at 
the Iowa Pork Producers Association Annual Pork 
Taste of Elegance Convention. He has been with the 
Diamond Jo since 2005 when it was still a casino boat.

Tom Spoor, Food & Beverage Director—He is the 
Diamond Jo Casino’s F&B Director for 4 years. During 
the previous seventeen years he was Executive 
Chef at Horseshoe Casino in Hammond, IN and at 
International Service Partners in charge of First Class 
passenger cuisine for several airlines including Swissair, 
British Airways and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.

Andrew Troy, House Chef—has been cooking 
professionally for sixteen years including stints at Village 
Inn, the now closed Back Street Steak and Chop House, 
Tony Roma’s and Sous Chef at Copper Kettle in Dubuque.

Jessica Basalyga (bass-a-lay-ga), Front of the House 
Manager for both The Filament and Woodfire Grille. 
Jessica was on the opening team for both Tony Roma’s 
and Champps Americana. Over eight years ago she 
started at the Diamond Jo Casino as a Hostess and 
then received promotions to Supervisor and Manager.

The Filament has 20 beers on tap and 12 of those are from 
local breweries. These include: Düber Dubuque Pilsner, 
Dubuque Beer Company; Slingshot Dunkel, Backpocket 
Brewing, Coralville, IA; Fevre River Ale Hefeweizen, 
Galena Brewing, Galena, IL; Good Old Potosi Golden 
Ale, Potosi Brewery, Potosi, WI; Spiced Up Apple Hard 
Cider, Wilson’s Orchard, Solon, IA; McNutty’s Belgian 
Kilo-Wit Belgian Witbier, Potosi Brewery, Potosi, WI.

This last one is a seasonal selection labeled 
McNutty’s in honor of soon to be famous Dubuquer 
Fritz McNutty. (Read Fritz’s story at your table). 

The beer is a Belgian Style Witbier. It is pale and 
cloudy with a crispness and slight twang resulting 
from unfiltered wheat and high carbonation.

The house wine is Kenwood Vineyards from 
Sonoma County, Kenwood, CA. The Kenwood 
wines served here are not available in local 
retailers and are very reasonably priced.

So now I must explain what I mean when I say 
the food choices sound like familiar pub food 
items but taste like nothing you have ever 
had before. Here are a few examples:

Chips—they are house made sea salt and vinegar chips 
sliced from Kennebec potatoes. The Kennebec is widely 
used by restaurants for French fries and potato chips 
and is not usually found in grocery stores. It is a large 
potato with a thin tan skin and a slightly nutty taste.

Corn on the Cob—here it is Mexican Street Corn. 
Locally grown Fincel’s sweet corn is slathered with 
Ancho (ahn-cho) Chili Crema (krai-mah) and Cotija 
(ko-tee-hah) cheese. The homemade ancho cream 
is made from dried Poblano Chilies. The cheese is 
a Mexican dry grating cheese produced from cow’s 
milk and is similar to parmesan. It is named after 
the Mexican City Cotija in the state of Michoacán.

Chicken Lettuce Wraps—braised chicken, eggplant, 
water chestnuts, onion and a spicy Hoisin glaze. The 
kitchen makes the Hoisin from soy beans, fermented 
red chilies, a lot of garlic and citrus and a little vinegar.

Hot & Spicy Edamame (ed-duh-mah-may)—the soy 
beans are served in the pods in a sauce of garlic 
and crushed red chili peppers. You can eat the pods 
but most people squeeze the beans out of them.

Nacho Chips—Kennebec potato chips are covered in a 
pork chili Colorado, jack cheese, pico di gallo, guacamole 
and ghost chili crema. You have never had Nachos like 
this. The Chili Colorado is made from pork shoulder 
cooked confit overnight with citrus and chicken stock 
and dried Mexican Chiles. (Fun Fact: Colorado is the 
Spanish word for ‘red colored’ and does not mean the 
State of Colorado.) The Ghost Chili Cream really makes 
these Nacho Chips pop. It is made from both dried Ghost 
Peppers and dried Habanero (hab-a nero) peppers 
and lime juice. (Fun Fact: Ghost Peppers are very hot. 
They are rated at 1 million Scoville units compared to 
Tabasco Sauce which is only 2,500 to 5,000 units!)

The Diamond Jo Casino has been a land-based casino 
for nine years and once again it is bringing the people of 
Dubuque exciting and new experiences for us to enjoy.

I am referring to the opening of The Filament Meetery 
+ Eatery on August 7, 2017. This new gathering 
place has the atmosphere of a modern pub with 
its large bar featuring a concrete bar top, a keg 
cooler behind the bar and an entryway lined with 
kegs. There is a social and comfortable ambience 
with a focus on delicious and unusual tasting food. 
This is not a typical sports bar like Mojo Sports Bar 
upstairs even though it is a great place to watch 
sports events since there are 15 large screen TVs.

Make no mistake about it, The Filament is all about 
the menu. The invention of the light bulb was a 
life-changing experience and some would say 
a real eye-opener. So are The Filament’s menu 
selections with Brilliant Shareables, Radiant Greens 
& Soups, Incandescent Burgers and Sandwiches, 
Dazzling Large Plates and Luminous Desserts.

The food will sound familiar to you so you might be 
thinking it is typical pub food. However, you will soon 
know you are eating something new and exciting. 
Everything on the menu is made from scratch with fresh 
ingredients and the preparation is labor intensive. You 
might think you are ordering a typical burger, lettuce 
wrap, reuben, grilled cheese or sloppy joe but from your 
first bite you will understand the taste has been elevated 
to a whole new level of intense and unusual flavors.

This does not happen by accident. All of the primary 
personnel at The Filament are highly trained and 
consummate experienced professionals. They are:

tHE FILAMEnt
MEEtERY + EAtERY
BY RICH BELMOnt

 ANDREW TROY, HOUSE CHEF;  

JESSICA BASALYGA, FRONT OF THE HOUSE MANAGER; AND  

TOM SPOOR, FOOD & BEVERAGE DIRECTOR
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RICH BELMONT
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE RESTAURANT 

YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE REVIEWED? 

PLEASE SEND YOUR REQUESTS, 

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO 

ARGOSY AT ARGOMARK@MCHSI.COM.

tHE FILAMEnt
301 BELL st, DUBUQUE, IA 52001
563-690-4755 • DIAMOnDJO.COM

Hours: Mon–Thu: 4 PM–Midnight; Fri: 4 PM–2 AM
Sat 11 AM–2 AM; Sun: 11 AM–Midnight
Kitchen: Open until Midnight
Dining Style: Come as you are
Noise Level: Conversational
Recommendations: Hummus, Mexican Street 
Corn, Reuben Egg Rolls, Grilled Cheese Sliders, 
Spaghetti & Meatball, Banh Mi Burger, Sloppy 
Jo, Saucy Ribs, Mussels With Thai Red Curry, 
Cookie Skillet, State Fair Funnel Cake
Liquor Service: Premium Bar, 20 Craft Beers on Tap
Prices: Appetizers: $5–$12; Entrées: $8–$16
Pay Options: Cash, Debit, All Credit 
Cards, NO Checks, ATM on Premises
Accessibility: Front Door & Restrooms
Kids Policy: Must be Age 21 to Enter
Reservations: No • Catering: No
Take Out: Yes • Delivery: No
Parking: Complimentary Valet & Free Covered Parking

Don’t worry. The spicy dishes on Chef Nelson’s menu 
are not all that hot. He brings his sauces and creams 
to the point of adding intense fl avor but before there 
is too much heat. Many of Chef Nelson’s meats are 
cooked confi t style. Confi t (kawn-fee) simply means 
a meat is cooked slowly in its own fat. The technique 
was originally developed in Gascony, France.

Hummus—no store bought hummus need apply here! 
Chickpeas are mashed into a homemade Hummus. 
It is served with toasted pita, fresh tomatoes, 
cucumbers, thick slices of Feta cheese and a delicious 
medley of Kalamata and Queen Green Olives.

Sliders—White Castle introduced sliders but these 
are Swiss Cheese and Mushroom Sliders! Three Iowa 
beef mini burgers are covered with Swiss cheese. 
What makes them so delicious is the addition of 
a mushroom duxelles (deu-SEHL). Chef Nelson’s 
duxelles is prepared with roasted mushrooms, 
onions, shallots, garlic and blended cream cheese, 
Swiss cheese, bread crumbs, and eggs. (Fun Fact: 
The classic French Duxelles includes mushrooms 
sautéed in butter blended with cheese and cognac!)

Reuben—these are not Reuben sandwiches, no way! 
They are Reuben Egg Rolls! Corned beef, sauerkraut, 
Swiss cheese and Thousand Island dip are rolled into egg 
roll wrappers.

Grilled Cheese Sandwich—here they are Sliders and 
are nothing like ordinary grilled cheese. The melted 
cheese is a combination of Dante made from sheep’s 
milk cheddar supplied by Wisconsin Sheep Dairy 
Cooperative in Bruce, WI and Wisconsin Fontina (fon-
tee-nah). (Fun Fact: Wisconsin cheesemakers now 
produce all three styles of Fontina: Italian, Swedish and 
Danish. The Filament uses the Italian style because it’s 
creamier and has more elasticity like a mozzarella.

Hamburger—Nope, not here. This is a Banh Mi (bahn-
mee) Burger. Bahn Mi is a Vietnamese street food usually 
made with pork. In large US cities it is more commonly 
made with a beef patty. It is glazed with a caramel made 
from a combination of soy sauce, fi sh sauce, sugar and 
fermented chilies. It is topped with pickled Daikon radish 
and carrots, shaved cucumber, sliced jalapeños and 
citrus mayo.

Spaghetti & Meatball—this is no ordinary meatball and 
what a meatball it is! One pound of meat is formed 
from a combination of veal, pork sausage, and ground 
beef brisket. A scoop of Buff alo Mozzarella is stuff ed 
into its center. The ball is covered with a thick coating 
of whipped ricotta cheese. Order it as an appetizer or 
as a dinner served over spaghetti. It’s covered with a 
nice marinara sauce made from roasted tomatoes.

Bacon Cheese Burger—this is not what you think 
it is. It’s called a BBQ Pork Belly Burger. A half-
pound of chuck and brisket blend is topped with 
Pork Belly and Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese. Uncured 
pork belly is salt cured overnight and is cooked 
confi t style and then caramelized on the fl at top 
grill. It is covered with a tomato compote made 
with fi re roasted tomatoes, garlic and onion.

Sloppy Joe—here it is called Sloppy Jo because 
the Diamond Jo uses homemade pot roast. Whole 
sides of brisket are rubbed with BBQ sauce, 
black pepper and salt, celery seed and braised 
overnight. The BBQ sauce is homemade from 
peppers, onions, tomatoes and brown sugar.

I must say I was very impressed with our server Kambrie 
Balser and her assistant Krista. I was dining on opening 
night and already Kambrie was able to explain the 
whole menu and even got the pronunciations right.

Please don’t forget to leave room for those Luminous 
Desserts! They are all homemade. (Well, ok, the Potosi 

Root Beer and the ice 
cream in the Root Beer 
Float are not homemade). 
I especially enjoyed 
the Cookie Skillet. It’s a 
chocolate chip cookie 
baked in a hot iron 
skillet and served with 
old-fashioned vanilla ice 
cream and hot fudge. The 
Funnel Cake Straws were 
also delicious and doubly 
so since they came with 
a delightful chocolate 
sauce. One of my servers, Alexis, was obviously 
pleased to be serving these scrumptious desserts!

The Filament is on the gaming fl oor so you 
must be at least 21 years old to enter.

The Filament Meetery + Eatery is the Diamond Jo’s 
fi fth restaurant. It’s a new type of entertainment 
where there is: ALWAYS A BRIGHT IDEA! n

HUMMUS MUSSELS WITH THAI RED CURRY



40  COLuMnIsts 365INK MAGAZINE August 10–August 23, 2017 IssuE #297 DUBUQUE365.COM

COLUMnIsts 



DUBUQUE365.COM IssuE #297 August 10–August 23, 2017 365INK MAGAZINE COLuMnIsts  41

WHAt tO DO 
In tHE AUGUst 
GARDEn…
Mid- August through late September in the Midwest is 
my absolute FAVORITE time of the year to plant. The 
ground is “preheated” yet the cool air is here or coming 
and the plants require less watering to take off running. 

If your garden is look-
ing a bit drab, consider 
adding these perennials 
which are just coming into 
full bloom; Coneflower, 
Sedum, Russian Sage, 
Anemones and Tall Phlox, 
to name a few. Don’t 
forget that fall color that 

is just around the corner. Add shade trees and shrubs 
known for their awesome fall foliage now and enjoy the 
show the next few months. A few lesser known favor-
ites of mine include Sweetspire, Clethra, and Aronia.

Note: You can continue to successfully plant until the 
ground freezes. However, certain plants, specifically peren-
nials, evergreens and ornamental grasses are MUCH more 
successful if you get them in the ground now versus waiting. 

Now is also a great 
time to move or divide any 
perennials that have gotten 
too large in your garden. 
Simply use a clean, sharp 
spade and slice them down 
the middle grabbing some 
of the foliage and root and move them elsewhere in your 
garden or spread the joy by sharing them with friends. 

We are also quickly approaching the prime time for 
planting grass seed and overseeding lawns. The seeds 
germinate quickly in the warm days and cool nights and 
will face less competition 
from weeds as we move 
into fall. Don’t forget to 
apply your 3rd applica-
tion of lawn fertilizer as 
the summer continues. 

Consider planting a 
fall crop of veggies this 
month. Leaf lettuce, 

spinach, and radishes are a few easy late summer/
early fall crops that will easily take off for you. 

Happy Planting! n

BEEF As A COMPLEMEntARY  
FIRst FOOD—AnD A FAMILY FOOD
BY HY-vEE nUtRItIOnIsts MEGAn HORstMAn (AsBURY) AnD AMY CORDInGLEY (LOCUst)

As one of the first foods introduced to infants (starting at 
six months), beef provides the nutrients babies need to set 
the stage for successful development and lifelong health. 
Make sure to incorporate beef into your meals to help your 
family members make the most of their days and meals.

vItAL BUnDLE OF nUtRIEnts
Beef has a unique mix of nutrients, including high-
quality protein, iron, zinc, choline, selenium and vitamins 
B6 and B12, essential for growth and development in 
infants and children. Additionally, children need iron 
and zinc for their development, learning, behavior 
and growth. Beef is a natural source of more than 10 
essential nutrients including protein, zinc and iron, 
which can help prevent harmful nutrient deficiencies.

stROnG MInDs AnD BODIEs
Eating beef as a complementary first food supports 
healthy growth in infants without excess weight gain. 
It also supports brain health and development in little 
ones, with nutrients including iron and zinc, which our 
bodies absorb more easily from beef than from plants.

HEALtHY IMMUnE sYstEM
Parents worried about their children getting sick 
should know that foods rich in iron and zinc, includ-
ing beef, support the growth of healthful bacteria in 
an infant’s gut, which enhances immune function.

CREAtInG A HEALtHY PALAtE
Introducing a variety of flavors and textures, includ-
ing meats like beef, encourages infants to accept 
the taste of healthy foods as they grow older. n

COLUMnIsts 

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

sWEEt & sLOPPY JOEs

MAKES 4 SERVINGS

All you need:
• 1 pound ground beef
• 1 cup small diced bell 

peppers, ¼ to ½ inch (red, 
green, yellow or orange)

• ½ cup chopped onion
• 1 can (8 ounces) 

tomato sauce
• ½ cup water
• ½ cup golden raisins, 

finely chopped

• 2 tsp ancho chile 
powder (optional)

• 1 tsp dried oregano leaves
• 4 whole-wheat ham-

burger buns, split
• toppings (optional): 

Chopped mango, chopped 
tomato, chopped fresh 
cilantro, sliced green onion, 
shredded cheddar cheese

All you do:
1. Heat large nonstick skillet over medium heat until 

hot. Add ground beef, bell pepper and onion; cook 8 
to 10 minutes, breaking beef into 1/4-inch crumbles 
and stirring occasionally. Remove drippings.

2. stir in tomato sauce, water, raisins, ancho chile powder and 
oregano; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, 15 to 
18 minutes or until sauce thickens slightly, stirring occasionally.

3. Evenly divide beef mixture on bottom half of each bun. 
garnish with toppings, as desired; close sandwiches.

Nutrition information per serving using 93% lean ground beef: 397 
calories; 10 g fat (4 g saturated fat; 4 g monounsaturated fat); 85 
mg cholesterol; 658 mg sodium; 44 g carbohydrate; 5.9 g fiber; 28 
g protein; 9.7 mg niacin; 0.6 mg vitamin B6; 2.8 mcg vitamin B12; 
5.4 mg iron; 40.3 mcg selenium; 6.7 mg zinc; 105.4 mg choline.
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“Talking about attitude with your family is 
not always going to be easy, however, it 
will always be worth it!” —Matt Booth

MATT BOOTH
MATT BOOTH, PROFESSIONAL 

SPEAKER AND ATTITUDE EXPERT, 

ENGAGES, ENTERTAINS AND EDUCATES 

AUDIENCES AROUND THE WORLD. TO 

FIND OUT HOW MATT CAN HELP YOUR GROUP, CALL 

563-590-9693 OR EMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

DIsCIPLInE Is GOOD!
BY MAtt BOOtH

My behavior sucks when: I eat fast food. I miss a deadline. 
I don’t get up at 5:30am. I drink too much beer. I text 
and drive. I wait until the last minute to buy my wife’s 
birthday gift. I swear. I don’t exercise. I don’t visit my 
grandpa. I screw up the laundry. I don’t change my oil 
every 3,000 miles. I shame my family. I waste money. I 
don’t save. I don’t go to the doctor. I don’t read. I don’t 
listen. I talk. I watch TV. I listen to gossip. I spread gossip. I 
procrastinate. My car is dirty. I don’t put the dishes away.

Everyone has behaviors they wish they could 
overcome. We are not naturally disciplined people. 
Patterns have been established over time that 
lead to behavior. To change, it’s a matter of alter-
ing your behavior consistently. Un-discipline is 
comfortable laziness. Discipline requires effort. 

However, there is a misconception regarding disci-
pline. It is often thought of as a dirty word that is very 
strenuous and difficult. Discipline is not about punish-
ment or a restrictive lifestyle. It is your ability to behave 
according to what you have decided is best, rather than 
instant gratification. Un-discipline is the main rea-
son for the failures we experience and the underlying 
reason for our problems. Discipline is actually freeing. 

If your doctor told you that you need to lift weights, 
you would start with light weights, gradually working 
your way up to the heavy ones, thereby increasing your 

power. So it is with discipline. Anyone can start from 
where they are and become more discipline. If you are 
working out at the gym for the first time, you should 
start slowly. If you try to lift the 100 lb. weights, you will 
feel overwhelmed and might quickly give up. But if you 
start with 10 lb. weights, your workouts will be easier and 
your successes will motivate you to move on to bigger 
challenges. Therefore, when setting out to change your 
behavior, don’t decide to work on the toughest task 
first, but choose an easier one and work your way up. 

As you begin to build discipline, you will catch 
yourself being un-disciplined – e.g. swearing, skip-
ping your exercise, eating fast food, or gossiping. 
Developing discipline takes time, and you will become 
aware of your un-disciplined behavior which gives 
you the opportunity to change it. When you feel too 
weak, lazy or shy to do something you want to do, 
do it anyway. When you start something, finish it. 

Whether it is your health, relationships, or 
finances, not being disciplined eventually leads to 
disaster. When I’m un-discipline, I’m un-successful. 
The ability to self-manage your actions is propor-
tional to the level of success and happiness you 
will experience. Discipline unleashes a great power 
and you begin to realize that your life is not con-
trolled by whims of fate, but by your actions. n
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I’vE GOt 
A LOvELY 
BUnCH OF 
COCOnUts
BY BOB GELMs

I’m thinking you need to be running Keb 
Mo’s great song “Look Out Baby I’m In 
a Dangerous Mood” when you read this 
review. In the last issue, I wrote about 
the novel by Matt Abraham presenting 
a brand-new detective series featuring 
Dane Curse. If the name sounds familiar, 
he’s named after one of Dashiell Ham-
mett’s great novels, The Dain Curse.

Dane is a tough talking, wisecrack-
ing, smart ass. I have a special place in 
my heart for guys like that and I just 
can’t resist a guy that turns a phrase like 
this: “Her smile was so wry she could’ve 
used both lips to make a Reuben.”

This caper is called The Coconut 
Swindle and it’s actually a prequel 
to the first book. It is the case that 
made Dane Curse’s detective agency 
famous in spite of Dane’s preferred 
name, Dane Curse—Super Powered 
Villain—Dark Deeds Done Daily.

Mr. Abraham tips his literary hat 
to a number of writers and detec-
tives. We have already seen his main 
character named for one of Dashiell 
Hammett’s books. In another instance, 
Dane is looking for an architect who 
designs chemical plants. She designed 
Napier Chemicals. Jack Napier was 
a character in Batman who became 
The Joker when he fell into a vat of 
chemicals. Jack Napier/The Joker had 
a degree in chemical engineering and 
his forte was exotic chemical poisons. 

Some of you out there are aware of 
a writer, Jim Butcher, who has created 
a series of detective novels that bear 
some similarities to Dane. Mr. Butcher’s 
series, The Dresden Files, is a fine piece 
of work and is especially enjoyable but 
different enough to keep Mr. Abraham 
from being accused of plagiarism. 

So our story focuses on the Vanden-
berg Coconut, the largest diamond in 
the world. It is about the same size as 
a coconut, hence the name. Heaps of 
people want to steal it and, as it turns 
out, you might need a program to 
keep track of all the people who do.

There are two bodies right by the 
display case. It’s a mystery. Everyone 
wants to use the dead guys as patsy’s. 

It becomes obvious they had nothing 
to do with it. Why are they dead?

The dreadfully large monkey wrench 
in Gold Coast City is all the super 
heroes who have a dizzying array of 
super powers. The good ones are called 
white capes. To make things interest-
ing, there are also dozens of bad guys 
who also have amazing super pow-
ers. Surprisingly, they are called black 
capes. Our hero, if we can call him 
that, used to be a black cape who liked 
to throw Buicks at his enemies. He 
has reformed and now he’s a private 
investigator working his first case. 

Popping up in the middle of all this 
is Dain’s estranged daughter, Doodle, 
and a very strange ex-wife. They too 
are mixed up in this but he has to 
figure out how. Dane really has no 
clue and it’s all awfully confusing.

Mr. Abraham has concocted a whole 
passel of heroes and villains to help and 
hinder Dane in his quest for the killer or 
killers. He meets the oddest group of 
people guaranteed to keep you turn-
ing the pages like a man in the desert 
desperately searching for water. Dain’s 
secretary doesn’t like him, his “used-
to-be” friends don’t trust him, his client 
is skeptical of his abilities, and Dane is 
thinking about another line of work.

Most of the characters are super 
heroes, both good and bad, they were 
all born on earth and they have all 
developed strange powers. So, when 
they fight each other, the violence is 
extreme, bloody and exceptionally 
gruesome. It’s OK though because the 
brutality has a cartoonish quality to 
it, sometimes bordering on funny.

What Mr. Abraham has done is to take 
the super hero genre, tweak it quite a 
bunch, and lay it over a 1920s noir detec-
tive story. It’s just brilliant and works 
to perfection. The Coconut Swindle is a 
fine addition to the Dane Curse series 
and I had loads of fun reading it. n
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WHERE’s GEnERAL BOB?
General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

PUZZLE PAGE



sPOt tHE DIFFEREnCE
Can you spot 10 diff erences between these two photos? Answers on page 47.

UPCOMInG FAMILY EvEnts
tHURsDAY, AUGUst 10

Disney’s the Little Mermaid
1 PM @ FIVE FLAGS THEATER

Aug. 10 and 11 at 1 p.m., Aug. 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m., 
and Aug 12 and 13 at 2 p.m. Rising star theatre 
Company presents Disney’s The Little Mermaid
featuring local children. Ariel, King triton’s young-
est daughter, wishes to pursue the human Prince 
Eric in the world above, bargaining with the evil 
sea witch, ursula, to trade her tail for legs. But 
the bargain is not what it seems, and Ariel needs 
the help of her friends to restore order under 
the sea. tickets at Ticketmaster.com and the 
Five Flags Center box offi  ce (563-589-4254, 
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.) 
$10. RisingStarTheatreCompany.com.

sAtURDAY, AUGUst 12

Alice In Wonderland Jr.
7 PM @ OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER 

(MAQUOKETA, IA)

Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. and Aug. 13 at 2 p.m. Featuring 
updated songs from Disney’s thrilling animated 
motion picture, Disney’s Alice in Wonderland, 
Jr. is a fast-paced take on the classic tale. the 
ever-curious Alice’s journey begins innocently 
enough as she chases the White Rabbit. Her 
adventures become increasingly more strange 
as she races the Dodo Bird, gets tied up with 
tweedle Dee and tweedle Dum, raps with 
a bubble-blowing Caterpillar and beats the 
Queen of Hearts at her own game! tickets at 
the Ohnward Fine Arts Center 563-652-9815
or online at OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com. $10 
adv/$13 door adults; $7 adv/$10 door students.

MOnDAY, AUGUst 14

Ready, set, Eclipse
MONDAY, AUGUST 14

10 AM @ DBQ COUNTY LIBRARY ASBURY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16

11 AM @ DBQ COUNTY LIBRARY FARLEY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17

5:30 PM @ DBQ COUNTY LIBRARY EPWORTH

Later this month we will be treated to an 
amazing partial solar eclipse. you shouldn’t 
look directly at the sun, so go to the 
Dubuque County Library to make a pinhole 
sun projector to watch the eclipse safely.

WEDnEsDAY, AUGUst 16

Imagine Dubuque ‘treat + Greet’ Event
5:30 PM @ WASHINGTON PARK

“treat + greet” is the fi nal community event 
focused on gathering and refi ning input as 
part of the City of Dubuque’s Comprehensive 
Planning process, entitled “Imagine Dubuque”, 
the next step in creating a more sustainable, 
resilient, inclusive and equitable legacy for 
Dubuque. Complimentary refreshments will be 
provided for attendees. More details on page 6.

sAtURDAY, sEPtEMBER 9

treat Yourself! 
3 Hour Watercolor Adult Workshop*
NOON–3 PM @ CREATIVE ADVENTURE LAB

spend a relaxing saturday afternoon learning a 
new skill or touching up what you already know 
about watercolor. this short class will walk 
adult participants through specifi c techniques 
for creating beautiful paintings. Once you 
understand the techniques, you will use them 
to create your own painting that you can take 
with you. this class is great for beginners 
looking for a fun activity, or for experienced 
painters who would like to expend their skills. 
visit CreativeAdventureLab.org for more 
details, or to register for the workshop today.

OnGOInG

Free summer Movies
MONDAY–FRIDAY @ 10 AM

MINDFRAME THEATERS

It couldn’t get any simpler. Join the Mind-
frame theaters crew for absolutely free 
showings of hit animated movies all summer 
long. Check out these upcoming titles…
• August 7–11: Rio 2
• August 14–18: Monsters vs. Aliens
• August 21–25: Home

Family
Page
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DEAR GWEn,
the La Croix trend irritates me. I have a theory that 
no one actually thinks they taste good, they’ve just 
jumped on the bandwagon. It’s all over my Facebook 
timeline and I’m sick of hearing about it. How do I 
stop the madness?
—yours, Lasucks

DEAR sUCKs,
Fizzy water is as important as a modern-made 
Dead sea scrolls. People will be digging them out 
of landfi lls for eternity and placing them lovingly 
behind bulletproof glass in big ass museums. Dudes 
in berets will be pointing at them, explaining their 
history, taking pictures of them with tourists. they’re 
the great big god with a capital g on earth. I don’t 
know what fi zz you had (perhaps peach-pear), but it 
missed the mark. that, or you have a garbage palate.

you just don’t like that other people like things. Ever 
thought of that? Maybe you just don’t like to like 
things other people like. Do you pretend that you 
don’t like Led Zeppelin, perhaps? Do you pretend 
that McDonald’s fries are gross because of “health” 
or something? If the answer is yes to either of these 
questions, you’re wrong! “Dancing Days” rules and 
gMOs taste like a tornado of heaven and hell.

Or maybe you just like bad things. Do you like 
ICP? they are bad. Do you like antibacterial 
hand soap? seems good, but makes your kid a 
walking gluten allergy, wise guy. Do you like blood 
diamonds? they’re blood diamonds! Watch a 
documentary, you inconsiderate walking disease!

so anyway, ruminate on this, you sad sack: maybe 
you Lasuck.
—xoxo gwen

DEAR GWEn,
My mother-in-law is dead set on my son playing 
football this year. He has no interest, but she’s 
enrolled him to play on a team and she’s bought him 

all this gear. I don’t especially want to spend my fall 
freezing on a metal bench watching him play, either. 
How do I get out of this unscathed?
—Best, Baseball schmaseball

DEAR sCHMAsEBALL,
Pretend you’ve never had a child. When your 
mother calls about microwaveable mouth guards, 
say, “timmy who?” and hang up the phone. If 
she calls again, hang up. If she calls again, speak 
german. If she calls again, speak in tongues.

Buy your mother-in-law a new grandchild. that’s 
what the dark web is for. Let him live in her house 
and he can play friggin baseball for all you care.

get her a tumblr account. she’ll be so busy reblogging 
embroidery and getting in fi ghts with meninists 
that she’ll never leave her house again. Maybe 
she’ll get really into something like Jane Austen fan 
theories and that can become your new problem.

tell her your son is allergic to football.

tell her you are allergic to football.

Fill her living room with live animals (better 
if they’re aquatic) before each practice or 
game. say she missed some really great plays 
and passes and tackles and butt pats.

give your son a harmonica and send him to her 
house. tell him not to stop playing said harmonica 
until she begs him for mercy. this is a little 
thing called leverage. He can say, “grandma, 
free me from football!” And she will free him 
because of a little thing called leverage.

tell your mother-in-law that she actually enrolled 
herself in small-child football. get her all set up with 
gear and let her play. sounds like she’d have a great 
time.
—xoxo gwen

COLUMnIsts 

Good Advice
Gwen Werner’sw w

GENERAL BOB IS BELOW THE DUBUQUE COUNTY COURTHOUSE DOME

PUZZLE AnsWERs
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ARIEs
(MAR 21–APR 19)
Others are apt to play a big role in the 

complete unraveling of your fan fiction, and 
though it’s likely that closely communing with 
others will be very important, you may still feel as 
if you’re the only one who knows the truest, 
sexiest parts of what happens when the cameras 
stopped rolling at Wilfred Brimley’s diabetes 
awareness commercials. your heart may yearn to 
bond tightly with a pile of dog magazines.

tAURUs
(APR 20–MAY 20)
you may be in a difficult position, as if 

you’re being pulled in two directions, then two 
more directions, then a dozen more directions, then 
hundreds of more directions until you’ve become a 
universe-sized membrane whose every actions and 
reaction is just a series of never-ending vibrations 
from the thoughts of other people.

GEMInI
(MAY 21–JUnE 20)
It’s very possible that the best 

solution to your problem is to simply give up 
control to the mental overlords that already have 
always decided your every move. When it comes 
to matters of the heart, other people may not 
have one, though some will have purchased one 
or two hearts from questionable, dark websites. 
trying to figure out their brain will be impossible, 
though brains can also be purchased from those 
same websites.

CAnCER
(JUnE 21–JULY 22)
Mind your manners, make sure your 

charm is turned up high, and walk into your job to 
demand five times as much money as you’re 
making now. start crying if you must, even 
handcuff yourself to something if it comes to it, 
but remember that throwing a huge fit and 
threatening to blow yourself up in public seem to 
work. Once you get the ball rolling in the right 
direction, there will be plenty of momentum to 
help it up a hill and then down it and then to the 
bottom of the ocean and then possibly to prison.

LEO
(JULY 23–AUG 22)
People with strong opinions 

about how things are done may be the only 
thing standing between you and your dream 
of eating all the pancakes in any given city. 
Issues of love and romance may be ignored, 
and those same strong opinions may come 
back to haunt you, but if you can remember 
who your friends are, who your enemies are, 
and what a pancake is, you might be fine. 

vIRGO
(AUG 23–sEP 22)
your adventurous spirit is noble, 

but you might find that your constant, blatant, 
and fruitless attempts at controlling the weather 
for monetary gain and blackmail purposes have 
made you be invited to fewer and fewer parties 
as time goes on. Other people could be jealous 
of you and your lifestyle, but you might also just 
be thought of as that weird person who has a 
big colander-looking thing up on their roof..

LIBRA
(sEP 23–OCt 22)
the warrior within may be stirred, 

and if you have some self doubt about whether or 
not you’re a good person with decent intentions 
for the human race, someone who might not be 
able to leave the world in better shape than when 
you came into it, take comfort in the fact that you 
can always be president someday.

sCORPIO
(OCt 23–nOv 21)
Focus on information instead of 

feelings, and try not to get too emotional about 
the upcoming loss of your left.

sAGIttARIUs
(nOv 22–DEC 21)
Issues regarding love and romance 

may be confusing, so you should always 
remember that love is what happens when two 
people’s intangibles collide into one another and 
romance is what happens when you have lots of 
money and the escort thinks you’re cute. try not 
to get too discouraged by negative energy, and 
keep in mind that you can always pretend to know 
karate if you need to impress new friends or old 
police officers.

CAPRICORn
(DEC 22–JAn 19)
Be aware that you might feel 

overshadowed by a more successful friend or the 
literal shadow of a towering bog monster, but 
there’s always hope in developing sword skills. you 
could feel like you do all the work for others and get 
nothing in return, but the key to happiness is so 
very rarely a literal key that can be crafted from the 
bones of more successful friends or bog monsters, 
so just be good for goodness’ sake.

AQUARIUs
(JAn 20–FEB 18)
Drinking a kind of bottled water 

that’s labeled KARMA isn’t doing for you what you 
think it’s doing for you, unless you think it’s doing 
pretty much nothing.

PIsCEs
(FEB 19–MAR 20)
things may get a bit hostile when you 

try to beat your entire city in arm wrestling. you’ll 
feel dejected over your losses, maybe try to walk 
into the river with your pockets full of sadness. 
you pay every debt in full, either by circumstance 
or choice, so take a deep breath and realize 
you’re not the best arm wrestler in town—I am.

sPOt tHE DIFFEREnCE AnsWERs




