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Gwen Werner
good Advice

Where’s Wando?
We’ve hidden Wando
somewhere in this
issue of 365ink. Can
you find him?

In the immortal words of Forrest
Gump, “I am not a smart man.”
Every Christmas it seems I excel at
biting off a little bit more than I can chew,
and mind you, I CAN CHEW! But it’s like
I want to see just have far I can take it
before I just fall over and start flapping like
a fish. But here I am, still plugging away.
I’m sure there are people out there probably working harder and longer than I do,
and I salute you if you are one of them.
Toys For Tots season is coming to a
close. All toys have been delivered to the
partner agencies who then get them to
the families who then give them to the
over 5,200 kids we served in the Tri-State
area this season through the Marine Corps
Toys For Tots Program. I believe the term
my Marine father would use would be
‘OUT-STANDING”! Then he’d tell me to
tie my shoes and get my hands out of my
sleeves, but the trick’s on him: my shoes
have no laces, and I don’t do sleeves.
As if running a newspaper and a toy charity aren’t enough, for some reason I decided
last year that I needed to pick up the flag
left by St. Mark Youth Enrichment when they
discontinued the Jingle Bell Hop and keep
that party going. But, you know, like three
times bigger. So in between delivering toys,
writing stories, picking up toys, selling ads,
sorting toys, designing ads and eating and
sleeping here and there, I find myself finding
sponsors; booking giant inflatables, Santa
and princesses; getting hundreds of cookies
and half pints of chocolate milk donated;
and getting up and going on radio shows at
7 a.m. to promote the party. Yes, Rob Anglin
or Radio Dubuque, I hate you for that alone.
Aside from that, you’re a pretty swell guy.
But it gets worse. Because,
you see, I’m an idiot.
Here’s the thing about Christmas and
publishing a paper that deals almost
completely with promoting area events
and opportunities. The first two weeks
of December are basically a clown car of
holiday happenings, like a dozen a night for
you to choose from. You can see choirs or
lights or auction trees or you can see the
Oak Ridge Boys or John Tesh or the Symphony. It’s like you step outside your front
door and you trip over a Nutcracker ballet
dancer, poor thing. And then there’s the
last two weeks of December. It’s basically a
desolate wasteland of people hunkering in,
wrapping presents, planning vacations and
baking cookies. The wealth of area holiday
celebrations dries up and you have nothing
to write about until New Year’s Eve. Okay
it’s not THAT bad, but seriously, we could
probably take two weeks off and the world
would survive. But we don’t take weeks
off. We’re 365. It’s right there in the name.
So I have to write about something.
Should I phone it in and do a rundown of
Oscar contending movies? Maybe a look

ahead to major events coming in January.
Or, on the other hand, I could do multiple
interviews and crank out a 5,000 word
cover story on city politics right in the
middle of toy season. Yeah, lets do that,
moron. Someone seriously needs to whack
me upside the had on occasion (try it Jeff,
and I’ll break your legs). But the story is
written, or should I say wrought, as that’s
what it feels like trying to be coherent at
2 a.m. And I actually think you’ll like it.
At a time when a president elect is
naming oil tycoons to be Secretary of State
and appointing the man who couldn’t
remember the name of the Department of
Energy and thought it should be eliminated
eight years ago to… you guessed it… run the
Department of Energy, you wonder who the
hell is driving the wagon. But then you sit
down with the governmental leadership in
Dubuque, and it’s like a breath of fresh air.
Not only does it seem like the City Council
and city government staff have a wellreasoned long-term strategy for success,
but they’re well into that plan and there are
clear signs of success also. I saw how you
peel back the layers, and so many of the
initiatives they are endeavoring to complete
all tie together in the most interesting ways.
They think of social repercussions of civil
infrastructure work as well as economic ripples that follow sustainable investment not
just to the city but to citizens, especially low
income citizens who might not think they’re
community has their back, too. I promise
you, they do. I urge you to get a snack and
dig into this issue’s cover story and see
just how lucky we are to live in a progressive community that reacted proactively
to future challenges instead of waiting like
so many other cities did by reacting out of
emergency. And hey, Five Guys Burgers and
Fries opened yesterday, so there’s that too!
With all I have on my plate, what I
really needed was a day of rest right? I
believe that was supposed to be Sunday.
So what did I do Sunday? Well, 4.5 hours
to Green Bay in the snow to pay homage
to the warriors upon the frozen tundra of
Lambeau Field. Armed with many layers of
warm clothing, hot cocoa and a footlong
beer brat covered in bacon and cheese, I
watched the Packers completely dismantle
the Seattle Seahawks 38–10 with five interceptions. Then back in the Jeep and home
by 11 p.m. to get back to paper making.
If anyone needs me after December,
I’ll be sleeping… in a different zip code.
But seriously, Happy Holidays to you
all, and thank you a million times over to
the scores of people who made the last
month magical for me, from the donors
to the workers, to the ones who unexpectedly inspired me and those who
picked me up when I ran out of steam.
What a great place to call home. Even
if it is currently 1 degree outside. n
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Now through December 22
Roshek Building (700 Main St)
“This beautiful Roshek lobby comes
from back in the day when Bill Runde
was still here and the lobby was so
beautiful,” says Pam Oster, from the
Roshek Building/Gronen Properties.
“We wanted to bring the public into the
facility because the facility is here for the
public. We had this idea, and it started
small and grew from there.” Now in its
third year, the Roshek Holiday involves
77 non-profit organizations, over twice
as large as it was just a year ago.
Oster is quick to point out that the
event is not all about the money but
about the awareness of the charities to

the public.
The charities
are encouraged to have
representatives on
hand during
the major events
in the facility to talk
about their organization to visitors.
Don’t miss your opportunity to
experience some of the magic of the
holiday season at the historic Roshek
Building. For more information, contact
Gronen Properties at 563-583-1470. n

Upcoming Roshek Holiday Events
Daily: Holiday Displays, Veteran Holiday Card Drop Off (through Dec. 21), Toys for Tots Drop off Location

Thursday, December 15

Sunday, December 18

11 am–1 pm

1–3 pm

Prescott Elementary

Americana Band

Friday, December 16

Wednesday, December 21

11 am–1 pm

11 am–1 pm

Jefferson Middle School
Saturday, December 17

Dubuque Senior High School
11 am–Noon

Carver Elementary
Thursday, December 22

Roosevelt Middle School
11 am–1 pm

Visit with Santa Claus
11 am–2 pm
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Thursday, December 15

Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas
Chakra Balancing for the Holidays
6 PM @ Body & Soul Wellness Center

Gift the best version of yourself to your loved
ones and transform your holiday experience
with Chakradance. Holidays can trigger deeply
held issues and reopen old wounds so they are
an ideal time to do chakra balancing work to
provide relief, transformation and healing. Let
go of any family drama and access the true gift
of the season... love. 2728 Asbury Rd.
563-556-9642. relaxlivewell.com.

Movie Night: Captain Fantastic

7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Dec. 15–17 at 7:30 p.m., and Dec. 18 at
2 p.m. All Nancy wants is for her family to
be together for Christmas dinner. Trying to
get her feisty mother and her three grown
children in the same place at the same time
is hard enough. Add in her boyfriend’s two
kids and it’s nearly impossible. When it does
finally come together, it seems that maybe it
would be better if it hadn’t. $20. 2728 Asbury
Rd. 563-588-3377. BellTowerTheater.net.

Friday, December 16

6 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library

Written and directed by Matt Ross and starring
Viggo Mortensen, Captain Fantastic (2016)
is a drama about a family who returns to
society after living in isolation for 10 years
in the forests of the Pacific Northwest. The
movie is 2 hours long and is rated R for
“language and brief graphic nudity.” Closed
captioning or subtitles will be turned on.
Includes snacks and discussion. Free. 360 W
11th St. 563-589-4225. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

Dubuque365.com

Slightly Creepy Book Club

the first Christmas. Audiences will have a few
chances to sing some favorite Christmas carols
as the puppets tell the story of Jesus’
birth—Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, angels
appearing to the shepherds, wise men bringing
gifts. $5 adults; $4 under 13. 2130 Main St.,
Hazel Green, WI. 608-732-6404.

Dubuque City Youth Ballet:
The Nutcracker Ballet
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Dec. 16–17 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 18 at 2 p.m.
The glorious music of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
is brought to life in this beautiful production.
A highlight of the holiday season in Dubuque
for decades, the Dubuque City Youth Ballet’s
production of The Nutcracker Ballet is a must
see for young and old alike. 135 W 8th St.
563-588-1305. thegrandoperahouse.com.

It Came to Pass

7 PM @ River Lights Bookstore

7 PM @ Hazel Green Opera House

Slightly Creepy is a horror book club. Discuss
Let the Right One In by John Ajvide Lindqvist.
1098 Main St. 563-556-4391. riverlights.com.

(Hazel Green, WI)

Dec. 16 at 7 p.m., Dec. 17 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
and Dec. 28 at 2 p.m. A marionette version of
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JAZZ IT UP WITH JINGLE BARRY
Thursday, Dec. 15 @ 5:30–7:30 PM

Dubuque’s very own Christmas caroler
extraordinaire, Barry Gentry, will be
singing your favorite holiday tunes in
the Riverboat Lounge. Stop by, listen
(or sing along), and enjoy scrumptious
complimentary appetizers. There is no
charge for this event, but a toy donation
for St. Mark Youth Enrichment is appreciated. Drink specials, fantastic appetizers, and the one and only Barry Gentry!

Hotel Julien Dubuque
12
Days of Christmas
Now through December 31
Hotel Julien Dubuque (200 Main St)

Celebrate the holiday season at Hotel Julien
Dubuque during the Twelve Days of Christmas.
Now in its fourth year, this holiday series features
events for all ages designed to spread seasonal
cheer throughout the Dubuque community.
“So many of the 12 Days of Christmas events
are meant to create traditions for people in the
community,” said Lara LeGrand, Director of
Sales and Marketing at Hotel Julien Dubuque.
“It is our hope that families come and enjoy
the hotel in all of its holiday splendor!”
For additional information, visit
hoteljuliendubuque.com or call 563-556-4200. n
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UGLY SWEATER CONTEST

Saturday, Dec. 17 @ 11 AM–9PM
Dress to impress in your holiday worst. Complimentary desserts will be given to all who sport a holidaythemed sweater during lunch and dinner at Caroline’s.
Special prizes will be awarded to the best of the worst!

OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS DINNER
Saturday, Dec. 24 @ 4:30 PM

A nod to a simpler time, the Old Fashioned Christmas Dinner in Caroline’s Restaurant is the perfect
opportunity to get in touch with the true spirit of the
holiday and enjoy a delicious meal with family. Chuck
Bregman will be playing piano from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Reservations are recommended. Call 563-588-5595.

ROCKABILLY IN THE NEW YEAR
Saturday, Dec. 31

Hotel Julien Dubuque is hosting an amazing, allinclusive party featuring the very best food, drinks,

December 15–December 28, 2016
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accommodations, party favors, and high energy rockabilly music! The exclusive Rockabilly package includes:
• Luxurious accommodations in your choice of a Single Queen, Double Queen, or Executive King Room
• Bottle of Champagne and Party
Favors upon check-in
• Prime Rib and Shrimp-10-Ways buffet dinner for Two
• Guaranteed Reserved Seating for the Rockabilly Music of the Dirty Fishnet Stockings
• Five-Hour Hosted Bar
• Balloon Drop and Champagne Toast at Midnight
• Late Night Snack Buffet for Two
• New Year’s Day Breakfast Buffet for Two
• New Year’s Day Bloody Marys for Two
Package is based on double occupancy
and includes all service charges and taxes.
$549. Must be 21 years or older. Reserve
your package by calling 563-556-4200.

Dubuque365.com
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Saturday, December 17

Santa on the Fire Truck

Documentary Film Series:
What Tomorrow Brings

9 AM @ Asbury, IA

2–3:30 PM @ Galena Public Library

Santa will be making his way to neighborhoods
in Asbury, IA on the fire truck! The truck will
depart from the fire station on Saratoga Rd. at
9 a.m. and finish in the Park Place subdivision
around 3:10 p.m. View the route at the City of
Asbury website. 563-556-7106.
cityofasbury.com.

(Galena, IL)

Join for a free screening of the documentary
film What Tomorrow Brings. Inside the very
first girls’ school in a small Afghan village,
education goes far beyond the classroom as
the students discover the differences between
the lives they were born into and the lives
they dream of leading. Light refreshment
will be served. 601 S Bench St, Galena, IL
61036. 815-777-0200. GalenaLibrary.org.

Special Christmas English
Afternoon Tea
2–5 PM @ Inspire Café

Macro Photography (Intermediate)
9 AM @ Everything Photography

The “Macro Photography” workshop will cover
the basics as well as advanced shooting tips of
close up images. We will cover the equipment
needed as well as the technique for capturing
stunning close up images. This workshop is
taught by Stephen Gassman. Register in
advance. $45. 90 Main St. 563-845-7207.
everyphotostore.com.

Dec. 17 and 18. Take in the relaxed ambience
and enjoy a three-tiered arrangement of finger
sandwiches, scones, and seasonal desserts.
Choose from a selection of exceptional teas
and perhaps enjoy a glass of champagne
or mimosa. Afternoon Tea is a celebratory affair to enjoy with friends, associates
and especially loved ones. “Little Prince &
Princess tea” also available for our junior
guests (4–12 years old). Register in advance.
$25 adults; $15 children. 955 Washington
St. 563-583-8338. inspire-cafe.com.

24 Hour Play
7 PM @ Hempstead HS Auditorium

This is a one-night student-written production.
The play is written and rehearsed in a 24 hour
time period. Student performers arrive Friday
evening to write, cast, construct and rehearse.
By 7 p.m. the next day, they perform the
pieces. 3715 Pennsylvania Ave. 563-552-5200.
facebook.com/hempsteadtheater.

Holday Open House & Trunk Show
11 AM–5 PM @ Gallery C (900 Jackson St)

Find original creations by Studio Works
artists including paintings, handmade
cards, photography, upcycled mixed media,
jewelry, prints, wearable art, book arts and
more. Enjoy treats, drinks, free gift wrap,
and shopping! Free. galleryCM.com .

Santa at the Old Market House
1–3 PM @ Old Market House (Galena, IL)

Kids can meet Mr. and Mrs. Claus, tell
them what they’d like for Christmas, sign
Santa’s historic big book of names, and
also receive a gift. Donations accepted.
Free. 815-777-3310. GrantHome.com.
Dubuque365.com

Illusions Midwest:
Holiday Love Drag Show
8 PM @ The Smokestack

Ho Ho Hoes! Illusions Midwest’s Christmas
spectacular includes two shows: an early
show for all ages from 8 to 9 p.m. and a
21+over show from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. The
early show is included with 21+ admision, so
come early for double the fun! $5 all ages;
$10 21+. 62 E 7th St. smokestackdbq.com.
Issue #280
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Toys For Tots
Kids’
Christmas Party
Presented by Theisen’s Home • Farm • Auto and Paramount Ambulance
Sunday, December 18
Noon–3 PM @ Five Flags Arena (405 Main St)

Dubuque
Fighting Saints Hockey
Friday, December 16 @ 7:35 PM

Saturday, December 17 @ 7:05 PM
Wednesday, December 28 @ 7:05 PM
Monday, January 2 @ 3:05 pM
Mystique Community Ice Center (1800 Admiral Sheehy Dr)
The Dubuque Fighting Saints ha
to the ice for another exciting season of USHL Hockey at the Mystique Ice Center in Dubuque.
On Dec. 16 and 17, the Saints take
on Tri-City Storm. Celebrate Fighting
Saints of past on Dec. 16 with a 50/50
pot to benefit Andrew Kerr’s recovery.
On Dec. 17, the first 1,000 fans receive
a free Saints tote bag! Then Chicago
Steel comes to town on Dec. 28, and
it’s Telegraph Herald Family Four
Pack night. Kicking off the new year,
the Saints take on Madison on Jan. 2,

8
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and it’s your chance to Skate With the
Saints. It’s a big lineup for fun for the
whole family with the Fighting Saints!
Individual tickets start at $10 in advance
or an additional $1.95 at the door. For tickets, call the box office at 563-583-6880
or visit DubuqueFightingSaints.com.
Saints games are a great night out
with the buddies and fellow hockey lovers, but it’s also a fantastic fun night out
for the family. Every game features fun
for kids on the ice as well as watching
the game, so your little ones are sure
to get an experience to remember. n
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It’s the biggest, craziest party of
the holiday season… it’s for kids
10 and under… and it’s FREE!
Marine Corps Toys For Tots is
excited to announce the 2nd Annual
Kids’ Christmas Party presented by
Theisen’s Home • Farm • Auto and
Paramount Ambulance. Taking place on
Sunday, Dec. 18, from noon to 3 p.m.,
the Five Flags Arena will transform into
a yuletide display of controlled chaos,
as hundreds of Tri-State youngsters
converge for the biggest party around.
And the best part is, it’s totally FREE!
The event is hosted by Marine Corps
Toys For Tots of Dubuque and the
Dubuque Police Department, as a super
fun, safe and festive chance for kids to
play together, have a blast and go home
with a few goodies along the way.
The three-hour party will have music
and dancing with a live DJ that’s great
with kids. Twice as many giant inflatable
rides as last year will return as will the
Paramount Ambulance for kids to checkout in person. We hear that one of the

inflatables is so tall it almost hits the roof!
Kids can also climb aboard a real fire truck
and see how Dubuque heroes do their jobs
when they get to talk with real firemen.
Especially exciting is the Theisen’s
Disney Frozen Art Set Giveaway to every
child with other surprise goodies as well.
There’s plenty for everyone, so there’s
no need to line up early, we promise.
Get your photo taken with Santa in his
sleigh at the party courtesy of Dubuque
Photography, and this year you can also
get your picture with Elsa, Anna and Olaf
in front of a wintery palace backdrop.
Plus face-painting, kids games, free cookies, popcorn and milk and punch thanks
to the generosity of the 365ink Magazine,
Diamond Jo Casino, Mindframe Theaters,
Fareway Foods, Prairie Farms Dairy,
Dubuque Photography, Five Flags Center,
Dollar Tree, Carpetland, the Dubuque
Fire Department and Radio Dubuque.
Put it all together and you’ve
got a kid party to beat all kid parties… and it’s Christmas! Merry
Christmas and Semper Fi! n

Dubuque365.com
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Sunday, December 18
Dubuque Sports Card & Memorabilia Show
9 AM–2:30 PM @ Dubuque Eagles Club

Dealer tables are sold out, with all your
favorite dealers in attendance plus new
dealers from the Tri-State area. Find some
great sports cards and memorabilia, just in
time for those last minute holiday gifts. 1175
Century Dr. Free Admission. 563-583-4727.

Free Christmas Dinner
Noon–1:30 PM @ Masonic Temple

The United Labor Participation Committee will
be serving a free Christmas dinner for the elderly
and low-income families of our community at
the Masonic Temple. Santa Claus will be there to
give toys to the children who attend the dinner.
1155 Locust St. 563-583-1779.

Meet Authors Larry Friedman
and Katherine Fischer
2 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library

Local authors Larry Friedman and Katherine
Fischer explore the life of A. A. Cooper in their
book A.A. Cooper: Reinventing the Wheel. With
a fifth grade education and a bucket of
enthusiasm, 17 year-old A.A. Cooper boarded a
steamboat for Pig’s Eye, MN, in 1846 to pursue
work as a lumberjack. His big dream turned to
mud, however, when an accident stranded him
in Dubuque, IA. Cooper survived this and more,
including the Panic of 1857, six catastrophic
fires, a son in cahoots with Al Capone, and too
many daughters who married against his will as
he went on to become Iowa’s legendary Wagon
King. Friedman and Fischer will discuss
Cooper’s fascinating background and will also
have additional photographs. Books will be
available for purchase and signing at the event.
360 W 11th St. 563-589-4225.
dubuque.lib.ia.us.

Free Holiday Movies:
A Christmas Story and
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
4:30 PM @ Mindframe Theaters

Join Midwest Bus Trips for an evening
of free movies! A Christmas Story will
screen at 4:30 p.m., and National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation will screen
at 6:30 p.m. Register in advance. Free.
midwestbustrips.com/holiday-movies.
Dubuque365.com

Drinks & Dialogue:
Verily, A New Hope (Pt. 2)
6:30 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub

The ninth installment of Trainwreck Productions’ play reading club, “Drinks & Dialogue”
features the conclusion of William Shakespeare’s Star Wars: Verily, A New Hope by Ian
Doescher. No experience or pre-reading necessary! Return once more to a galaxy far, far away
with this sublime retelling of George Lucas’s
epic ‘Star Wars’ in the style of the immortal
Bard of Avon. Reimagined in glorious iambic
pentameter, ‘William Shakespeare’s Star Wars’
will astound and edify Rebels and Imperials
alike. Participants select characters from the
script and read the dialogue aloud together.
Afterward, dialogue will continue with discussion of the play and its potential for production.
Copies of the script will be provided. Free.
373 Bluff St. TrainwreckProductions.org.

Tuesday, December 20

Prescott School
Annual Soup Lunch Fundraiser
11 AM–1 PM @ Prescott School

Come in out of the cold and join the students,
staff, and families of Prescott School. Students
will be serving guesta a meal of soup and
breadsticks provided by Olive Garden as
well as beverages and desserts. Throughout
the luncheon, students will be entertaining guests with a variety of music from
“Around the World” celebrating the diversity
enjoyed at Prescott School. Proceeds help
fund the Arts Programs and Fieldwork which
enhances the Expeditionary Learning design
of the school. Silent auction items available
including hand-crafted items, gift baskets
and gift certificates. Inclement weather
date: Wednesday, Dec. 21. $15 suggested
donation. 1151 White St. 563-552-4200.

Kids Christmas Card-Making
4 PM @ East DBQ Library (East Dubuque, IL)

Children ages 7 and up are invited to make Christmas cards. Free. EastDubuqueLibrary.com.
Issue #280
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Sweet
Dreams and Honky Tonks
Saturday December 31

7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts Center
(1215 E. Platt St, Maquoketa, IA)

Ring in the new year with Ohnward Fine
Arts Center and Sweet Dreams and
Honky Tonks, featuring the unforgettable music of Hank Williams, Loretta
Lynn, Patsy Cline and Johnny Cash.
It may be impossible to crown any
one performer as country music’s
biggest star, but few would argue
that Williams, Lynn, Cline and Cash
would all be near the top of any list.
Each broke barriers and changed
country and popular music forever.
Sweet Dreams & Honky Tonks is a
revue that presents the best loved hits of
these classic artists, along with stories of
their colorful lives and amazing careers.
Sweet Dreams & Honky Tonks
stars two Wisconsin music veterans:
Tom Waselchuk has performed for
over three decades, sometimes juggling multiple projects, but always
keeping one foot planted firmly in
country music. Mr. Waselchuk is a
singer and song writer, and plays
guitar, bass and pedal steel guitar.

10
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Jami Lampkins moved to Madison in 2007 from Nashville, where
she was a finalist in the USA Network’s “Nashville Star” competition.
Ms. Lampkins is a powerful singer,
a song writer, and an accomplished
guitarist and banjo player who has
played professionally since age 14.
Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 at
the door. Call Ohnward at 563-652-9815
or visit ohnwardfineartscenter.com
for tickets or more information. n
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Johnsmith
Spotlight on the Future Capital Campaign Benefit Concert

Friday, January 6
6:30 PM @ Grand Opera
House (135 W 8th St)

Support the The Grand Opera House and
meet musician Johnsmith! All proceeds
benefit the Grand Opera House’s Spotlight on the Future Capital Campaign.
Johnsmith possesses a genius
that cannot be denied, ignored, or
overlooked. For over thirty years,
Johnsmith has been sharing his music
all across America and abroad. He
has become a favorite at festivals,
clubs, and house concerts alike.
In addition to being a Kerrville
New Folk Winner, Johnsmith has
released seven solo CDs to rave
review, leads musical tours to Ireland,
teaches songwriting, and has served
as a staff songwriter in Nashville.
With his faded jeans, twinkly blue
eyes, and infectious smile, Johnsmith
immediately connects with audiences.
You get the sense of a man who loves his
life, his family and friends, and who loves
nothing more than sharing that love in
song and stories all across this land.

A pre-show VIP wine and beer
and hors d’oeuvres reception begins
at 6:30 p.m. with the concert at
7:30 p.m. A post-show reception
allows VIP patron to meet the artist.
The Spotlight on the Future Capital
Campaign will fund initiatives and create endowments that will ensure the
theater’s financial stability for generations to come, putting the spotlight
on programming and education.
Tickets are $30 for VIP (6:30 p.m.)
or $20 for the concert only (7:30 p.m.).
For tickets, call the Grand Box Office at
563-588-1305. For more information,
visit TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n
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Wednesday, December 21
Co-zy Movie Night
6:30 PM @ Inspire Café

Join Co Dubuque for Co-zy Movie Night.
There will be food and drink specials with
entertainment. The night kicks off with a
social period at 6:30 p.m. so you can order
food and mingle before the movie begins at
7 p.m. A poll will be created for the movies
up for pickings on Co Dubuque’s Facebook
page. Free. 955 Washington St. codbq.com

Thursday, December 22

the quality of your life in three days. This intro to
the forum is to give an glimpse of what you can
create inside the conversation. People say that
these shifts lead to a new, unique freedom and
power in areas such as the quality of relationships, confidence with which they conduct
their lives, level of their personal productivity,
experience of the difference that they make,
and degree to which they enjoy their lives. If you
want to expand your greatness! This is worth
checking out! aagregory@goldielovesu.com.

Calling All Book Clubs: A Meet and Greet
5:30 PM @ Galena Public Library
(Galena, IL)

Holiday Shopping & Gift Wrap in Galena

Enjoy refreshments and mingle with other
book clubs. There will be a brief presentation about what resources the library
and other community organizations have
available. 601 S Bench St, Galena, IL 61036.
815-777-0200. GalenaLibrary.org.

Noon–8 Pm @ Galena, IL

Saturday, December 31

Shop late every Thursday until 8 pm. in
Galena, IL! Miss Kitty at The Grape Escape will
be doing gift wrapping by donation. Join Fried
Green Tomatoes for buy one, get one desserts
or The Grape Escape for half off an appetizer
or a free order of cheese curds from Taste
Country Roadhouse with your same day
shopping reciept from participating
businesses: Come for the parking and stay for
the shopping and night life!

New Year’s Eve Celebration
9 PM-1 AM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds
Grand Ballroom

The Santaland Diaries
8 PM @ Grand Opera House

Dec. 22, 23, and 25. Based on the true
chronicles of David Sedaris’ experience as
Crumpet the Elf in Macy’s Santaland display,
this cult classic riffs on a few of Sedaris’ truly
odd encounters with his fellow man during the
height of the holiday crunch. The Santaland
Diaries is recommended for ages 14+ contains
mature content and language, and the
secret of Santa is exposed. $10. 135 W 8th St.
563-588-1305. thegrandoperahouse.com.

Country Backroads will be the feature
performer at this year’s New Year’s Eve
celebration! Doors will open at 8 p.m., and
the band will perform all night. There will be
a champagne toast with party favors at the
stroke of midnight. Concessions and a cash
bar will be available throughout the night.
Advanced reservations are being accepted now
and cost $10 per person or $15 per couple. After
Dec. 22nd reservations will cost $15 per person
or $20 per couple. You may call the Fairgrounds
office Monday–Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at 563-588-1406, to make reservations. The
office will be closed Dec. 23–26. DbqFair.com.

Monday, January 2

Thursday, December 29

Think Stink
Expand Your Greatness ~
Introduction to Landmark
5 PM @ The Smokestack

The Landmark forum is specifically designed
to bring about positive and permanent shifts in
Dubuque365.com

2 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library

Explore the science of bad breath, vote on
the stinkiest cheese, and acquire facts about
smell that will impress your friends. For ages
7 to 11. Register in advance. 360 W 11th St.
563-589-4225 ext. 2228. dubuque.lib.ia.us.
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Save the date:

Into the Wild LIVE with
Jungle
Jack Hanna
Saturday, March 11
7 PM @ Five Flags Center (405 Main St)
On March 11, America’s most beloved
animal expert, Jack Hanna, brings
his three-time Emmy Award-Winning television series to the live
stage with “Into the Wild LIVE!”
In this awe-inspiring event, Jungle
Jack will introduce you to some of
the world’s most spectacular animals.
Jack will also share humorous stories
and amazing exclusive footage from
his worldwide adventures. From the
jungles of Rwanda to the savannas of
Australia, Jack has explored the corners
of the globe as one of the most visible
and respected animal ambassadors.

You’ve seen his countless appearances on Good Morning America, The
Late Show with David Letterman, and so
many more—now you can enjoy Jungle
Jack’s infectious energy as he takes
you “into the wild!” to see some of the
world’s most fascinating animals, LIVE!
Tickets start at $15 (plus applicable fees) and can be purchased at
Ticketmaster.com and Five Flags Center
box office, at Ticketmaster Outlets or
charge by phone 1-800-745-3000.
Five Flags Center Box office hours
are Monday through Friday from
10 a.m.–5 p.m. FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

Save the date:

2017 America’s River Festival
Announces
Friday Night Lineup
Old Dominion with special guests Tucker Beathard and William Michael Morgan
June 9 and 10
McGraw Hill Parking Lot (501 Bell St)
America’s River Corporation is excited
to announce this year’s Friday Night
entertainment for America’s River
Festival presented by American Trust &
Savings Bank, held on June 9–10, 2017.
Friday night (June 9) features,
Old Dominion (“Break Up With Him,”
“Snapback” & “Song For Another Time”)
with special up-and-coming guests
Tucker Beathard (“Rock On”), and William Michael Morgan (“I Met A Girl”).
Also on tap for the 2017 festival is
the Tappening, A Beer Event. This event
12
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draws over 700 attendees to take in an
afternoon of craft beer and music. This
year’s event will take place on June 10.
Since 2005, the America’s River Festival board of directors has been committed to bringing in top notch national
entertainment. America’s River Festival
had nearly 12,000 attendees in 2016.
The 2017 Saturday night lineup will
be announced in early 2017. Tickets will
also go on sale in early 2017. Please
check americasriverfestival.com
as details are announced. n
Dubuque365.com

Events
Save the date:

The
Texas Tenors
Friday, July 7

7:30 PM @ University of Dubuque Heritage Center John and Alice Butler Hall (2255 Bennett St)
The Dubuque Arts Council is bringing The Texas Tenors
back to Dubuque by popular demand! With their Emmy
Award winning PBS special now airing across the country, and Billboard chart topping albums, it’s easy to see
why The Texas Tenors are America’s favorite new tenors.
Since their whirlwind debut six years ago on NBC’s
America’s Got Talent, The Texas Tenors have accumulated a long list of awards, accolades and excited
fans. They have performed more than 1,000 concerts around the world, including a 24-city tour in the
United Kingdom, Shanghai, China and collaborations
with some of the most prestigious symphonies, performing arts centers and arenas in the United States.
They were recently named the #10 Classical Artist in the world according to Billboard magazine.
The Texas Tenors (Marcus Collins, John Hagen and
JC Fisher) treat audiences to a unique blend of country,
classical, broadway and current pop music. They use
breathtaking vocals, humor and a touch of cowboy charm
to create unforgettable family entertainment for all ages.
They have been featured entertainers on NBC’s
The Today Show, Hallmark’s Home and Family and The
28th Annual Cinematheque Awards honoring Matthew McConaughey. Other notable performances
have included NBA games, the PBR World Championships in Las Vegas and a variety of charity events.
Tickets are on sale now at the Farber Box Office
(Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) at
Heritage Center; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or

Dubuque365.com
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online at dbq.edu/heritagecenter. Please note The
Farber Box Office will be closed Thursday, Dec. 22,
2016 through Monday, Jan. 2, 2017, but online convenience fees will be waived at the above online
box office during this time period. Normal box
office hours resume Tuesday, Jan. 3, at 10 a.m.

About the Dubuque Arts Council

Since 1975, the Dubuque Arts Council’s Artists-inResidence program has connected professionals in
the performing arts with area elementary and middle
school students through live performances at area
public and parochial schools. The artists have been
selected by the Dubuque Arts Council because of their
reputations as outstanding performers who also excel
in relating to youth while educating and entertaining.
The Dubuque Arts Council’s “Educating and Entertaining” mission is to provide diverse, multi-disciplinary,
artistic and educational opportunities to expand
cultural horizons and improve the quality of life. In
addition to the Artist-in-Residence program; every
summer the Dubuque Arts Council, along with the
support of corporate sponsors, presents “Music in the
Gardens,” a series of seven free summer concerts held
at the Dubuque Arboretum and Botanical Gardens.
Contributions to sustain these programs may
be sent to Dubuque Arts Council, 2728 Asbury
Rd., Suite 220, Dubuque, IA. 52001. For more
information, visit dbqartscouncil.org. n
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Wags
at the Flags
Most Wednesdays through March 1

Ongoing
Reflections in the Park

4:30–8 PM @ Five Flags Arena (405 Main St)
Wags at the Flags is a new concept
developed by the Five Flags Center. After
noticing that there was not one place in
the Tri-State area owners could spend
time with their furry family members
indoors, Wags at the Flags was born!
This indoor dog park will feature
separate areas for small dogs (20
pounds and under), large dogs (20
pounds and greater), as well as a space
for their owners. It will also feature
Barka Lounge which will include food,
drinks and adult refreshments. Some
weeks will have themes, and there will
also be Barkeoke where you can sing
karaoke with your dog. Last, there will
be four vendors featured at every event.
The Five Flags Center is also working alongside Whispurring Hope, an
organization based in Dyersville, Iowa
that is a 501(c)(3) non-profit animal
rescue that started in early 2014 by
Vicky Ruefer and her daughter, April
Hoskins. They are a state licensed, no kill
rescue that works to give every animal
a fighting chance. $1 of every admission
will be donated to Whispurring Hope.

14
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Now through January 1

Owners are legally responsible for
their dogs and any injuries caused by
their dog(s). All dogs must be on a leash
to enter the facility and to be in the
Barka Lounge. Dogs can go off leash
in the controlled run areas. Aggressive
animals will be asked to leave with no
refunds. Puppies under four months old
and female dogs in heat are prohibited.
Owners are responsible for clean up
of their dogs. Cleaning supplies and
pick up bags will be available for your
use. Owners who reside in Dubuque
should have their dog registered with
the City of Dubuque, fully-immunized,
de-wormed and wearing rabies tags.
Owners are allowed to bring toys
and balls for their dogs. An adult
must accompany children under 14:
young children must be supervised.
Admission is $3 per dog and free
for human companions! If you would
like to be a vendor for this event,
contact Ali Levasseur, Five Flags
Center Event Manager by calling
563-589-4375. For more information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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5–10 PM @ Louis Murphy Park

Green Drinks
First Wednesday of Every Month
6:30-8 PM @ Jubeck New World Brewing

115 W 11th St. GreenDubuque.org.

Join Hillcrest Family Services for the 22nd annual
Reflections in the Park, Festival of Lights!
Drive through the park and enjoy the beauty
of the twinkling lights this holiday. $8 adv; $10
gate. 1700 S Grandview Ave. 563-583-7357.

Galena Winter Marketplace

Toddler Tuesday

Dubuque Winter Farmers’ Market

First Tuesday of Every Month

Saturdays through April 29

10:30-11:30 AM @ National River Museum

9 AM–Noon @ Colts Center

$5 per child and one caregiver.
563-557-9545. RiverMuseum.com.

1101 Central Ave. WinterMarketDBQ.com.

Second Wednesday of every
month through April 12
4–6 PM @ Turner Hall (Galena, IL)

215 S Main St, Galena, IL. galenamarketplace.org.

Submit your events!
Do you have a Tri-State event that you'd like to share with our readers?
Let us know what's going on by sending us your information!
Email: info@dubuque365.com
Online submission form: Dubuque365.com/submit-event

Dubuque365.com

Events
Now Showing @ Mindframe Theaters
Friday, December 16–Thursday, December 22

Coming to Theaters
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13)
Friday, December 16

From Lucasfilm comes the first of the
Star Wars standalone films. In a time
of conflict, a group of unlikely heroes
band together on a mission to steal the
plans to the Death Star, the Empire’s
ultimate weapon of destruction.

Manchester By the Sea (R)
Friday, December 16

After the death of his older brother
Joe, Lee Chandler is shocked to
learn that Joe has made him sole
guardian of his nephew Patrick.

Collateral Beauty (PG-13)
Friday, December 16

When a successful New York advertising executive suffers a great tragedy he retreats from life. While his

MOVIE BUZZ

Pitch Perfect hit a bump in the road when
Elizabeth Banks announced she would
not return to direct as initially planned,
but Trish Sie has stepped in to direct
and adding their first new cast member.
Orange Is the New Black star Ruby Rose
is in talks to join the ensemble in an
undisclosed role. Pitch Perfect 3 will open
in US theaters on December 22, 2017.
Suicide Squad 2 was first announced
in March, then a few months before
the movie hit, the studio announced it
was developing a Harley Quinn movie,
as well as looking into spinoffs for any
and all of Task Force X. The Hollywood
Reporter announced David Ayer will
direct a Gotham City Sirens movie
(look for Catwoman and Poison Ivy to
show up) and a spinoff featuring Will
Smith’s Deadshot is also on the way.
Zack Snyder is the one responsible for
laying the foundation for the DC Extended
Universe with Man of Steel in 2013,
before he moved on to direct Batman V
Superman and completing production
on Justice League earlier this year. Amid
rumors that he was stepping away from
Dubuque365.com

concerned friends try desperately to
reconnect with him, he seeks answers
from the universe by writing letters to
Love, Time and Death, who show up.

Assassin’s Creed (PG-13)
Wednesday, December 21

555 JFK Road
Behind Kennedy Mall
mindframetheaters.com
Hotline: 563-582-4971
Showtimes are subject to
change without notice

Passengers (PG-13)
Wed & Thu: (11:25 AM), (2:00),
(4:40), 7:20, 10:00

Miss Sloane (R)
Fri & Sat: (3:35), 9:55
Sun–Tue: 9:55 PM

Sing (PG)
Wed & Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:40),
(4:10), 6:40, 9:05

Office Christmas Party (R)
Fri–Tue: (12:10), (2:30), (4:55),
7:30, 9:55

Manchester by the Sea (R)
Fri–Thu: (1:00), (3:50), 6:45, 9:35

Moana (PG)
Fri–Tue: (11:30 AM), (1:50), (4:20),
6:45, 9:05

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
Moonlight (R)
(PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (11:00 AM), (12:00), (1:50), Fri & Sat: (1:10), 7:20
Sun: (1:10 PM)
(3:00), (4:45), 7:00, 7:40, 9:55
Mon: (1:10), 7:35
Trolls (PG)
Tue: 7:20 PM
Fri–Tue: (11:00 AM)

Through a revolutionary technology
that unlocks his genetic memories,
Callum Lynch (Michael Fassbender)
experiences the adventures of his
ancestor, Aguilar, in 15th Century Spain.

Passengers (PG-13)
Wednesday, December 21

Jennifer Lawrence and Chris Pratt
star in an exciting action-thriller
about two passengers who are
on a 120-year journey to another
planet when their hibernation pods
wake them 90 years too early.

DC comes news that he is set to start
work on his long gestating film, The Last
Photograph. So far Snyder still intends to
return for Justice League 2 thereafter.
Summit Entertainment has found an
appropriate talent to face off against
Taron Egerton’s Robin Hood. Variety
reports that Ben Mendelsohn, who can
be seen in a galaxy far, far away in this
Friday’s Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,
will play the Sheriff of Nottingham in
director Otto Bathurst‘s upcoming Robin
Hood: Origins. The Robin Hood cast also
includes Jamie Foxx as Little John, Jamie
Dornan as Will Scarlet, Eve Hewson as
Maid Marion, and Paul Anderson in an
undisclosed role. Look for it to hit regular theaters and IMAX March 23, 2018.
Based on the original six-episode BBC
One miniseries of the same name, Jekyll
is all set to become a full-length movie
starring Chris Evans as Tom Jackman—a
direct descendant of the infamous Dr.
Jekyll, who is afflicted with the same
personality disorder. According to Deadline, Ruben Fleischer of Zombieland fame
has just signed on to direct Jekyll. n
Issue #280

December 15–December 28, 2016

365ink Magazine

Events

15

Guess
Who’s Coming to Christmas
December 15–17 @ 7:30 PM

December 18 @ 2 PM
Bell Tower Theater (2728 Asbury Rd)
All Nancy wants is for her family to
be together for Christmas dinner, but
that is easier said than done. Trying
to get her feisty mother and her three
grown children in the same place at the
same time is hard enough. Add in her
boyfriend’s two kids—the landscaper
and the “professional” dancer—and it’s
nearly impossible. When it does finally

come together, it seems that maybe it
would be better if it hadn’t. A comedy
by Amy Jensen and Landon Heimbach.
Tickets are only $10. Thursdays are
Girls’ Night Out. All audience members get a free glass of wine. n
BellTowerTheater.net
563-588-3377

Powered By:

The Dubuque City Youth Ballet Presents

The
Nutcracker Ballet
December 16, and 17 @ 7:30 PM

December 18 @ 2 PM
Grand Opera House (135 W 8th St)

The glorious music of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky is brought to life in this beautiful
production. A highlight of the holiday season in Dubuque for decades, the Dubuque
City Youth Ballet’s The Nutcracker is
a must see for young and old alike.
It is Christmas Eve, and Clara and
her parents are eagerly awaiting the
guests. Clara’s mother and father present delightful Toy Soldiers who march
and salute! All join in a joyous Christmas
dance. Clara’s Godmother tells the story
of a Prince who was transformed into a
wooden Nutcracker by an evil Rat. As
night falls, a lovely tree is lit, and all go

off to sleep. Clara dreams of magical
lands both beautiful and frightening.
Journey with Clara to the Lands of Snow
and Beautiful Dreams; experience the
dreamland of the Sugarplum Fairy where
the Nutcracker is transformed into a
handsome Prince. Choreographed by
Marina O’Rourke and Megan MacLeod.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $12
for under 18 and may be purchased
at the Grand Opera House Box Office
or at thegrandoperahouse.com. n
thegrandoperahouse.com
563-588-1305

Arts

HOLDAY OPEN HOUSE &
TRUNK
SHOW
Saturday, December 17
11 AM–5 PM @ Gallery C (900 Jackson St)
Join Gallery C for holiday cheer and
a little last minute holiday shopping!
At the Holiday Open House & Truck
Show, you can find original creations by
Studio Works artists including paintings, handmade cards, photography,
upcycled mixed media, jewelry, prints,
wearable art, book arts and more.
Artists include: Amy Fuller, Jessica
Weis, Susan Tollefson, Lisa Towers,
Allison Poster, Amethyst Barron, Vickie

Klinkhammer, Alice Greenwood, Donna
Gibson, Alda Kaufman, Jean Holdener,
Caitlin Donald, and Sharon Krapfl.
Enjoy treats, drinks, free gift wrap,
and shopping! The event is free
and open to all ages. The public is
invited, encouraged to attend, and
to participate in the Historic Millwork
District’s innovative art scene. n
galleryCM.com

The
Santaland Diaries
December 22, 23, and 25

8 PM @ Grand Opera House (135 W 8th St)
Based on the true chronicles of David
Sedaris’ experience as Crumpet the Elf
in Macy’s Santaland display, this cult
classic riffs on a few of Sedaris’ truly
odd encounters with his fellow man
during the height of the holiday crunch.
From spitting Santa’s to parents
willing to do anything to get the perfect
picture, Sedaris leads the audience on a
journey through the magical Santaland
making regular stops at the “Magic
Window,” the “Oh My God” corner and
the “Magic Tree” that leads to Santa’s
house. He rewards the audience at each
stop along the way with stories of the
humorous, sometimes depraved, ways
that people act during the holidays
when they think no one is watching.
Take some time for yourself this holiday

Dubuque365.com

season and join us for a good “bowl
full of jelly” laugh at your neighbor.
Local favorite, Dan Haggerty, will take
on the role of Crumpet in this one man
show, and Michelle Blanchard will direct.
Seating is limited to 100 per performance and the production will be
presented “black box style” with the
audience sitting on stage. The Santaland
Diaries is recommended for ages 14+;
contains mature content and language,
and the secret of Santa is exposed.
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the Grand Opera House
box office noon to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, by phone, or online. n
thegrandoperahouse.com.
563-588-1305
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Artist
in Residence program
January 2–29
Goldmoor Inn (9001 W Sand Hill Rd, Galena, IL)
During the first-ever Artist in Residence program at the Godmoor
Inn, patrons are invited to immerse
themselves in creativity with classes
offered each weekend and enjoy
a complimentary artist’s reception on Saturday evenings.
Four accomplished artists were
selected and they will travel from four
cities and three states to focus their
creative energy on capturing the new
landscapes and scenes surrounding
the 21-acre estate. Each will work in her
chosen medium either indoors or outdoors, weather permitting, while greeting guests throughout the day. Every
Saturday, the featured artists will teach
a private class for 8 to 10 participants
of all skill levels. Each artist’s residency
concludes with a complimentary
Champagne Reception where she will
display works created that week.
Chicago artist Carol Luc is the
first artist scheduled for Jan. 2–8
and will teach a watercolor class on
Saturday, Jan. 7 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Monticello, IL artist Caroline
Goldsmith is the second artist visiting
Jan. 9–15, with her Fundamentals
of Plein Air Painting in Oils class on
Saturday, Jan. 14 from 1 to 4 p.m.
The third artist, Catherine Whitehead, is from Glen Gardner, NJ and
is scheduled for Jan. 16–22 with her
Master Class en plein air class on
Saturday, Jan. 21 from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph, MI artist Nina MenduniKelson concludes the Artist in Residence program, visiting Jan. 23–29 with
her class entitled Sunsets in Pastels on
Saturday, Jan. 28 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Visit goldmoor.com for class
descriptions, fees and materials
required. Classes are limited in size
to ensure an exceptional experience. All seats must be reserved
and purchase is non-refundable.
For reservations or more information, call 815-777-3925. n
goldmoor.com
815-777-3925

First
Fridays
Friday, January 6

5:30-8:30 PM @ Gallery C and Studio Works (900 Jackson St)
Friday Fridays is a monthly gallery hop
at participating art venues throughout
downtown. Programming is scheduled
on the first Friday of every month
featuring evening gallery hours, artists
talks, demos, open studios, music,
games, art, and performance. Experience the creative spirit of our community along with great friends, stylish
appetizers and drinks, and great art.
Gallery C features their current
exhibit, Collective Chemistry, open
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through Sunday, Jan. 15. This group
exhibit showcases the energy and
diverse range of 16 Dubuque artists who comprise Studio Works and
contribute to the vibrancy of our arts
community. A gallery talk will be held
at 6:30 p.m. Studio Works features
open studios from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be served. Free. n
Facebook.com/DubuqueFirstFridays

Dubuque365.com
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Third Annual

Galena
LitFest
Saturday, January 14

11 AM–9 PM @ Desoto House Hotel (230 S Main St, Galena, IL)
The third annual Galena LitFest
features a variety of author presentations and writers’ workshops.
The day begins with a free author
talk with Stacey Kade followed by a
question and answer panel and online
marketing workshop and concludes
with a “Dining with the Authors” event.
Keynote speaker and New York
Times and USA Today bestselling author Mary Kubica will have
a presentation and book signing.
Opening speaker Geralyn Hesslau
Magrady is 2016’s Soon to be Famous

Illinois Author, an honor given by
the Illinois Library Association.
Other presenters will be scheduled to appear throughout the day
including local authors, publishers,
and traditionally published authors.
Some events are free, and “Dining
with the Authors” is $22. Sponsored
by Friends of Galena Public Library
and Galena Public Library District. n
GalenaLibrary.org
GalenaLitFest2017.eventbrite.com
815-777-0200

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Ultimate
Rock Hits Concert
January 20 and 21
8 PM @ Diamond Jo Casino Mississippi Moon Bar (301 Bell St)

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
will return to Mississippi Moon Bar
with the fifth-annual Ultimate Rock
Hits Concert on Jan. 20 and 21, 2017.
The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
joins with local rock bands Menace, Joie
Wails, Half Fast, The Lonely Goats and
more to present an amazing symphonic
rock experience! These concerts feature
chart topping hits from the 1970s to the
present, and have included covers of
legendary songs from groups like Aerosmith, Van Halen, The Rolling Stones,
and Led Zeppelin. You won’t want to

Dubuque365.com

miss this unique collaboration that has
never failed to bring the house down!
Tickets start at $20 and are available atmoonbarrocks.com, Diamond
Jo Casino’s Diamond Club, Mississippi
Moon Bar Box Office or by calling
563-690-4800. Mississippi Moon
Bar is age-restricted and attendees
must be at least 21 years old. n
moonbarrocks.com
563-690-4800
Photos: Schleuning Photography
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Thursday, December 15
Slightly Creepy Book Group:
Let the Right One In
7 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
FriDay, December 16
Art in the Morning
9 AM–Noon @ Dubuque Studio Works
Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
The Nutcracker Ballet
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
Saturday, December 17
Macro Photography with Stephen Gassman
(Intermediate)
9 AM–Noon @ Everything Photography
Gallery C Holiday Open House & Trunk Show
11 AM–5 PM @ Gallery C
24 Hour Play
7 PM @ Hempstead HS Auditorium
Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
The Nutcracker Ballet
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
Sunday, December 18
Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Meet Authors Friedman and Fischer
2 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
The Nutcracker Ballet
2 PM @ Grand Opera House
Thursday, December 22
The Santaland Diaries
8 PM @ Grand Opera House
Friday, December 23
Dubuque Area Writers Guild Meeting
7 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub
The Santaland Diaries
8 PM @ Grand Opera House
Sunday, December 25
The Santaland Diaries
8 PM @ Grand Opera House
Tuesday, December 27
Baby & Me Tour
9 AM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Young At Art
2 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Thursday, January 5
Juried DBQ High School Art Exhibit Reception
5–6 PM @ UD Heritage Center

Friday, January 6
First Fridays
5:30–8:30 PM @ Gallery C & Studio Works
Saturday, January 7
Basic (Beginner)
10 AM–Noon @ Everything Photography
Art Talk: Priscilla Steele and Thomas C. Jackson
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Artist in Residence Workshop: Carol Luc
2–4 PM @ Goldmoor Inn (Galena, IL)
Sunday, January 8
DarRen Morris Exhibit Reception
1–3 PM @ Sinsinawa Art Gallery (Sinsinawa, WI)
Tuesday, January 10
Baby & Me Tour
9 AM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Young At Art
2 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art

Sunday, January 22
Phillip Roeder & Kurt Ullrich Exhibit Reception
1–4 PM @ Maquoketa Art Experience
(Maquoketa, IA)
Ole & Lena’s Ice Fishing Fandango
2 PM @ Grand Opera House
Tuesday, January 24
Baby & Me Tour
9 AM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Young At Art
2 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Saturday, January 28
Artist in Residence Workshop:
Nina Menduni-Kelson
3:30–5:30 PM @ Goldmoor Inn (Galena, IL)
Dinner à la Morte
6 PM @ UD Heritage Center Babka Theater

Sunday, January 29
Dinner à la Morte
Noon @ UD Heritage Center Babka Theater
Thursday, February 2
iLuminate
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
Friday, February 3
4th Annual Community Block Party
4–7 PM @ Roshek Building Lobby
The Realistic Joneses
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center Bijou Room
Saturday, February 4
The Realistic Joneses
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center Bijou Room

Wednesday, January 11
Lunch & Learn: Kristin Anderson-Bricker
12:15 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Thursday, January 12
Page & Palette Book Group: The
Improbability of Love
6 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Friday, January 13
Galena 2nd Friday Gallery Stroll
5–8 PM @ Downtown Galena, IL
Finding Exposure (Intermediate)
7–9 PM @ Everything Photography
Saturday, January 14
Galena LitFest
11 AM–9 PM @ Desoto House Hotel (Galena, IL)
Artist in Residence Workshop:
Caroline Goldsmith
1–4 PM @ Goldmoor Inn (Galena, IL)
Friday, January 20
DSO: Ultimate Rock Hits
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Saturday, January 21
Beyond Exposure (Intermediate)
10 AM–Noon @ Everything Photography
City of Lost Children Screening
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Artist in Residence Workshop:
Catherine Whitehead
1:30–4 PM @ Goldmoor Inn (Galena, IL)
Astro Photography (Beginner)
7–10 PM @ Everything Photography
DSO: Ultimate Rock Hits
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Through December 30
Carl Johnson: Dubuque Landmarks Revisited
UD Heritage Center
Through December 31
Stephanie Failmezger & Scott Simmons Exhibit
Outside the Lines Art Gallery
Janice Bell Exhibit
Maquoketa Art Experience (Maquoketa, IA)
Through January 2
Nativities of the World
Sinsinawa Art Gallery (Sinsinawa, WI)
Through January 3
Sara Lubinski Exhibit: River Sojourn
Maquoketa Art Experience (Maquoketa, IA)
Through January 8
The Dark Slide 4th Annual
Skateboard Art Exhibition
Dubuque Area Arts Collective
Through January 15
Collective Chemistry
Gallery C
Through January 22
Small is Beautiful
Galena Center for the Arts (Galena, IL)
Through January 23
Art @ your library® Holiday Show
Carnegie-Stout Public Library
Through January 29
Clarke Sophomore/Junior Exhibition
Clarke Quigley Gallery
Through February 5
Alfred Caldwell Exhibit
Dubuque Museum of Art

Dialog Human:
Priscilla Steele and Thomas Jackson
Dubuque Museum of Art
Mauricio Lasansky Exhibit
Dubuque Museum of Art
Zane York: Drawings
Dubuque Museum of Art
Through August 31
The Arthur Geisert Collection:
The Etching Process
Dubuque Museum of Art
January 4–January 27
Juried Dubuque High School Art Exhibit
UD Heritage Center
January 4– January 31
DarRen Morris Exhibit: Four Season, Four Doors
Sinsinawa Art Gallery (Sinsinawa, WI)
January 5–February 23
Phillip Roeder Exhibit:
Selected Works: 2010–2016
Maquoketa Art Experience (Maquoketa, IA)
January 7–March 6
Kurt Ullrich Exhibit: I Am Everyday People
Maquoketa Art Experience (Maquoketa, IA)

FOR THE COMPLETE ART EVENTS
CALENDAR AND MORE, VISIT

dubuque365.com/artscalendar
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Retro
Rewind
Saturday, January 7

9 AM–8 PM @ Five Flags Center (405 Main St)
Lovers of hot rods and rock & roll, mark
your calendars for Saturday, Jan. 7, the
date of 2017’s Retro Rewind, hosted
by Vintage Torque Fest promoter John
Wells at Dubuque’s Five Flags Center. A
vintage hot rod and motorcycle show,
Retro Rewind is really for anyone that
likes retro style and “Kustom Kulture,”
with a film festival, vintage guitars, live
music, and a pinup girl competition.
Five Flags arena will be jam-packed
with some of the best hot rods and
customs around along with vintage
motorcycles and a variety of booths
featuring artwork by Kustom Kulture
artists, clothing, stickers, patches and
more. Gear heads on the hunt for parts
can shop the swap meet and music
fans can browse the vinyl LPs, CDs
and vintage stereo gear in the music
swap area, all the while listening to
rockabilly bands like The Magnetos,
3 On The Tree, The Doc Ellis Band,
rocking the Five Flags Arena stage.
As if that weren’t enough, Retro
Rewind will feature a charity art auction, a pinup girl contest and model car
display area (not unlike Vintage Torque
Fest). During the day, gear heads can
slip over to Five Flags Theater to catch
one of several hot rod, motorcycle, and
custom culture documentaries, part
of the “Fuel Injected Film Fest.” This
year’s list of films includes motorcycle
film The World’s Fastest Indian and the
coming-of-age classic, American Graffiti.

Dubuque365.com

vintage choppers and old motorcycles

vintage items for sale

That evening, Five Flags Theater will
be transformed into a concert stage with
another performance by 3 On The Tree,
who will be shooting their first official live
music video in the historic theater, as well
as giving away an upright bass at the performance. Proceeds from the bass raffle
will go to Helping Hands Heart Foundation. Headlining the Saturday night
concert will be the one and only Lucky
Tubb & The Modern Day Troubadours.
Best of all, admission for the whole
day is just $10 and gets you into the
Retro Rewind hot rod and motorcycle
show (and all the other cool stuff) in
Five Flags Arena AND the Fuel Injected
Film Fest in Five Flags Theater. Tickets
for the Lucky Tubb with 3 On The Tree
concert at Five Flags Theater are also
just $10. Or the full ticket for both the
afternoon arena show/film festival and
evening concert is just $15. Tickets will
be available at the Five Flags Box Office
or at the gate the day of the event.
Retro Rewind will be hosting a
pre-party on Friday, January 6 at the
Holiday Inn with a performance by The
Magnetos. See the next issue of 365ink
for more details or search for “Retro
Rewind Dubuque” on Facebook. Guitar,
vinyl LP or other collectors/dealers
interested in getting booth space should
contact John Wells via the Retro Rewind
Facebook page. Information for the
pinup competition can also be found on
the Retro Rewind Facebook page. n
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PICTURE YOURSELF IN THE TRI-STATES

New Diggings General Store & Inn hosts the 12th Annual Christmas Auction in festive style. It has rasied
around $100,000 for area charities since it began.
Way to go Lou and Kelli!

Above and below, Marines, both active duty
retired, come together to Stuff the Truck for To
Tots at Theisen’s Home • Farm • Auto in Dubu
Each year this event is the largest single toy d
for the charity which serves over 5000 area ki

Ron Tigges at DigitalDubuque.com captured this colorful
evening image of the Christmas Train as it made its annual
stop in downtown Dubuque’s north end.
Look out, it’s Krampus (with Julie
Grifﬁn) who came out for the annual
Krampus party with the Lonely Goats
at Jumper’s Sports Bar, once again,
in support of Toys For Tots. Photo by
Sandy Meyer.

WWF wrestling legend turned comedian Jake “The Snake”
Roberts poses with Mississippi Moon Bar’s Aaron Rainey and a
fellow funny man, Alex “KOOLAID” Ansel.

Aiden Ottavi poses with Scuba Santa and Mrs. Claus
at the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium.
Scuba Santa is an annual favorite with museum
patrons of all ages.

Another great Art @ Your Library
opening at Carnegie-Stout Public
Library in Dubuque. Photo by Bob
Felderman.

365’s Bryce Parks (aka the Toys For Tots man)
with major Tom Mason in the Salvation Army’s
massive toy store, set up annually in the lowe
of their building in downtown Dubuque. Salva
Army is the #1 recipient of Toys For Tots suppo

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra takes a bow following
another spirited Holiday Concert at the Five Flags Theater.

Vertical Jump Park Dubuque has opened in Kennedy Mall giving people of all ages the chance to
feel like a kid again, and maybe lose your keys.

Author, billiards guru, renown Dubuque personality and our
friend, Robert Byrne, has left us to explore the mysteries of the
universe. We all miss you already, Bob. : (

Art enthusiats take in the current exhibit at the
Dubuque Museum of Art during the venue’s First
Friday art series in early December. Photo by Bob
Felderman.

Shannon Woulfe of Woulfer Photography
Meet Olaf, the newest member
captured this beautiful image of the Fenelon crack team of paramedics at
Place Elevator after the recent snowfall that Paramount Ambulance in Dubu
blanketed Dubuque.
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The Blu Room’s Al Larson celebrates his
birthday the only way they know how... with
some killer blues from Alex Zayas (below).
Photos by Mary Hocking.

The one and only John Tesh brought his big band Christmas show to
the stage at the Mississippi Moon Bar. Photo by Bob Felderman.

Another beautiful evening shot of a snow-covered Washington Park
by Shannon Woulfe of Woulfer Photography.

The Mistletones do a little a capella and, below,
the Nauman family, as well as some area kids
(below the Nauman’s) take part in the holiday
festivies at Hotel Julien Dubuque.

80’s tribute, The Breakfast Club, thrilled
the crowd at the Mystique Casino over
the weekend. Photo by Dave Haas.

Now that’s how the most interesting man in the world
dresses for a company Christmas party!

) poses
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Kids take to Santa’s lap during the Roshek
Holiday celebration to tell him their Christmas
wish lists and get a little present to boot!

Village idiot and Toys For Tots volunteer,
Jeff Lenhart, poses among the hundreds
Project X rips it up on stage at the Sandy Hook
of plush toys collected during the
Dubuque Fighting Saints Teddy Bear Toss. Tavern in Wisconsin all in support of Toys For Tots.
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The number of Loras students who have served
more than 100,000 hours in the Iowa
Americorps program, earning more than
$350,000 in education awards since 2008.

Several musical ensembles,
such as Drum Line,
Duhawkapella, pep band,
concert choir and jazz combo,
perform year round at Loras
events, on an off campus.

of the

uque.

BORING ISN’T AN OPTION

80

The number of students who
have completed international
internships during Loras
semester abroad programs.

50%

300

Last year, more than
300 Loras students
participated in
Duhawk Dance
Marathon, which
has donated more
than $1M to
University of Iowa
Children’s Hospital
since its inception.

Nearly 50% of
students participate
in intercollegiate
sports, and even
more are involved in
intramural activities.

LORAS.EDU

Resiliency…
Sustainability…
Infrastructure
The year has come to a close and for many people, not
a moment too soon. Whether it is the stunning slate of
influential stars who passed on this year, or the stunning
political upset that still has people shaking their heads in
disbelief, a lot of people are quite ready to write off 2016.
By Bryce Parks

While you and I are freaking out on Facebook about the world
around us “going to hell in a hand basket,” the city of Dubuque
remains “the little engine that could.” Through difficult economic
climates and cities across the nation reeling from budget shortfall and
infrastructure emergencies, Dubuque really is looking like the shining city
on a hill these days. There will always be naysayers who think the sky is
falling… and people who think that a single dime spent on anything other
than roads and cops is money wasted, but for those who can see the
bigger-picture, you’ll be very happy to learn that your city has been run by
a council of people and city staff who also see the bigger picture. And not
just a big picture, but how the many parts of that picture are connected
and work together to create a community fabric that is strong and resilient.
In fact, “resilient” is one of the three words that came to mind most as I
sat down with Dubuque City Manager Mike Van Milligen and Dubuque Mayor
Roy Buol, though not at the same time, to discuss what was accomplished in
2016 and what is coming in 2017. The other two words are infrastructure and,
of course, sustainability. And as these kinds of terms are just now becoming
hot buttons nationwide, you’ll be glad to know that they’ve been an integral
part of our community’s long-range and strategic plan for some time.
Ever organized, Mr. Van Milligen walked me through the list of our
community’s biggest current projects, so I’ll leave them that way for
your review as well. And where relevant, I’ll interject Mayor Buol’s
comments to add additional depth and context to the conversation.
I hope you’re able to see as I did that Dubuque is a city that knows
where it’s going and has made very purposeful steps to get there.

Photo: Ron Tigges—DigitalDubuque.com
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Bee Branch Site

Jule / Intermodal Center

“One great accomplishment of 2016 was the completion
of the Intermodal Center located in the Millwork District
in downtown Dubuque,” begins Dubuque City Manager
Mike Van Milligen. “The beauty of the facility is that it
consolidates all of our transportation modes into one
location. So, whether you’re taking a bus to Milwaukee
or to our local Kennedy Mall you know that’s the hub to
make it happen. It is well constructed with ample parking
and public restrooms and as a good spinoff, it provides
parking for tenants of and visitors to the millwork district.”
This facility comes online as the Jule Transit system in Dubuque experienced a 39 percent increase
in ridership over last 5 years including 553,000 rides
in 2016 through November. So look for increased
use in public transportation moving forward.

Bee Branch

Nearing completion on the $219 million dollar Bee Branch
Flood Mitigation Project is high on everyone’s list of
recent successes. The project has already received $160
million dollars in federal and state grants. But I wonder
if most residents realize all of the related work that is
being done in relation to that project that will have ripple
effect throughout the community… and I don’t just mean
“dry” homes. A $31.5 million dollar resiliency grant will
play an important role in transforming the neighborhood
far beyond just curing the long-time flooding problem.
No one is more proud of the project than Mayor Roy
Buol. “As long as I’ve served on the council, and that’s 21
years this year, that area has been a consistent problem with the damage and health consequences that go
along with repeated flooding. We’ve had six Presidential
Disaster Declarations in that area. It’s a communitywide project in that everyone helps to pay for and it
will transform that entire downtown neighborhood.”
I asked Mayor Buol to explain the reason behind
the linear park design instead of choosing a seemingly more simple buried drainage pipe.
“If we put the pipes underground to adequately
handle that amount of water, we still would have had to
take down just about as many properties which would
have been between 50 percent more to double the cost.
Plus, being underground, there would be none of the
added amenities for the area that come with the linear
park. It was less expensive to instead have these beautiful limestone features that enhance the area, and mark
Dubuque365.com

my words, you’re going to see people from all over the
community enjoy those amenities when complete. In
addition to the environmentally friendly ways that will
handle the water, there will be community orchards,
gardens, play structures, bike and hike paths…features
and uses that our citizens will find incredibly attractive.”
While there are incremental benefits already being seen,
the full effect of the improvements won’t be achieved until
the project is complete, so last summer’s rainfall saw the
area collecting a lot of water. Still, it was the first major
storm in recent history that anyone at the city can remember not having a single call to the fire department about
needing to pump out a basement. So while we observed the
streets in the area filled with the amount of rain received
in such a short period, once the culverts under the railroad
tracks are complete and the capacity of storm sewers on
22nd Street and Kaufmann Avenue is increased over the
next couple years, we’ll see the full benefits of the project.
“Granted the entire project cost is $220 million dollars,” explains Buol, “but remember that it also includes
the pervious brick paver alleys (79 out of 240 are now
completed) and other projects. The fact remains, we will
reduce the risk and the costs of future flooding and allow
our citizens to live and work in that area with confidence.
The Bee Branch work is an investment against a $550 million dollar projected future loss due to flooding damage.”
50 percent of the city population lives or works within
the Bee Branch coverage area, so this DOES affect you
whether you realize it or not. And speaking of affecting
people, part of the visionary way the city has planned
the rebirth of the downtown neighborhoods most
directly affected by the Bee Branch Project comes in how
it will foster those who live there to improve their own
lives, right along with improving their neighborhood.
For starters, $8.4 Million in federal grants has
been received to help individual homeowners
through the Bee Branch Healthy Homes Program.
“The council approved the CHANGE program,” explains
Van Milligen, “where we’re going to go into those neighborhoods and positively impact over 730 houses, acquiring
dilapidated single family homes that have been converted
into three flats and convert them back to single homes.
This will decrease density of the neighborhood, improve
the appearance and livability of the property and we will
sell it back to a low or moderate-income family. We have
about 100 of those and another 100 will get lead paint
abatements. More than 300 homeowners will get help
to fix their homes from the damage from past storms.”
Mayor Buol also notes a caveat that each renovated home sold to a single-family homeowner must
remain a single family home for at least 21 years.
Issue #280

“That’s an effort to stabilize some of our neighborhoods where 30 percent of the houses are owneroccupied and the other 70 percent are rentals, whereas
the rest of the city is just the opposite. That will be
a transformational program. It’s going to really help
some of our older at-risk neighborhoods to get more
home ownership and responsibility. It will also help
to disperse lower and middle-income populations
throughout the community. It’s never good when you
concentrate all of that in one area. We aren’t there yet,
but this will help to reverse the trend in that direction.”
City Manager Mike Van Milligen continues. “The other
component of the CHANGE program is contracting with an
agency to serve as a “home advocate” where they’re going
to interview the people living in these homes we’re about
to fix and determine if there are there other things with
which they need help. Maybe they’re unemployed or working at minimum wage. In this case, we can get them into
the Opportunity Dubuque program where they will receive
job training which in turn will help them attain a living
wage job with full benefits. Over 95 percent of the graduates of that program over the last three years were hired
into a living wage job. Or maybe someone in the house
has substance abuse issues or mental health issues…we
will be able to get them help with those issues. So it’s not
just about fixing houses, it’s an overall approach to helping
families succeed. It will be a massive project over the next
five years and I think it’s going to be very successful.”
The $19 million investment kicked off last
month and the City Manager hopes to see the
City leverage tens of millions of dollars in additional private investment at the same time.

Southwest Arterial

Citizens need to understand now that there is likely
nothing that will affect the future direction of our community’s growth and prosperity in the next twenty years
more than the completion of the Southwest Arterial.
“Again,” says Mayor Buol, “for as long as I’ve been
on the council and even before, since the mid-80s in
fact, it’s been an issue on the City’s radar. That project
finally came together this time through an agreement
between the DOT and the City of Dubuque through
a switch of jurisdiction on the roadways. The DOT
wanted to get out of being in the local road business,
as Central Ave / Highway 52 is now. With the City
taking over responsibility for that roadway as well as
the Northwest Arterial, that was critical, and allowed
the DOT to make the Southwest Arterial a State highway and become that main corridor around the City
and get all of the truck traffic off of local roads.”
“When the SW arterial opens in 2019, after a
30-year effort, it will take about 600 trucks a day off

Southwest Arterial Site
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of Central Avenue and White Street,” explains Van
Milligen. “So these same neighborhoods where we’re
investing in properties will also no longer have trucks
going past their homes. And none of these trucks are
stopping and supporting the business on Central; in
fact, they’re hurting it and making it less attractive.”
The project was set to happen more than decade ago,
but in a State budget crisis, it was one of the projects
that got postponed. Since that time, efforts have been
consistent to address the DOT about the importance of
this project as well as the proactive and local work by
the City, County and ECIA to prepare for the day it would
return to the State’s map. Some of that work includes
completing land acquisition, bridge building, grading
interchanges with Highway 20 and Highway 151/61 and
building a frontage road in front of Menards store.
“As of last year, the state is back in and it’s
going to happen,” says Mike Van Milligen.
“The Southwest Arterial is the future growth area for
the City of Dubuque,” envisions Mayor Buol. “Our future
growth in population and business is really dependent on
that Southwest Arterial land mass. We obviously can’t go
east, north is too uneven in terrain and west we hit other
communities, so the area to the south is our answer. The
potential there for economic development, housing and
recreation is just enormous. When you look at Dubuque’s
future for the next 20-30 years, that SW Arterial project will
be the most impactful thing to happen for our community.”

Debt-Reduction Strategy implementation

“We’re still issuing some debt each year,” shares the
City Manager, but the beauty of it is that we’re retiring
more debt each year that we’re issuing. We’re going to
reduce the amount of our statutory debt limit that we
use over the next five years down to 53 percent from
a high of 90 percent. We’re reducing our total debt
from $300 million to $244 million within five years and
to $164 Million within ten years. So we’re implementing the City Council’s debt reduction strategy they’d
asked us to do and are doing so quite successfully.”
Mayor Buol shared his thoughts on smart use of borrowed funds, “Other parts of the country are beginning
to understand the massive problems they face with
aging infrastructure. Whereas Dubuque has been making
strategic decisions to invest and rebuild its infrastructure, particularly the outdated, waiting for a crisis to happen infrastructure, during this past decade. Where most
people understand the critical need for this investment,
there are those who fan the flames of dissent when our
water and sewer rates go up. Then there are communities around the country where citizens are experiencing
their rates going up 300 percent in a year, because they
have a mandate from the EPA to separate their combined storm and sanitary
sewers. So be very happy
that’s not Dubuque.
Environmental issues like
those are part of why we
had to build the wastewater treatment facility we have now, so we
weren’t draining sewage
into the Mississippi River
and along with the age
of our former plant. And
eventually it will become
a zero energy facility and
we’ll be selling energy
Dubuque Mayor Roy Buol
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produced from it. We have invested in infrastructure
projects, encumbering debt at the lowest interest rates
in history, but we are preparing the City for the future.
When some of the naysayers speak to me about the
debt, I ask them to pick which of the ten crucial infrastructure projects they wish we hadn’t done. Not one
person identified any of those ten projects. And the
fact that we were able to borrow money for between
2 and 3 percent interest...that’s pretty darn cheap.”
Mayor Buol continued, “While other cities are struggling to put out fires, we aren’t sitting behind the 8-ball.
We’re building infrastructure for the future and creating a resilient community with structures, programs
and processes in place, so if, no matter when there is
a hit from something like a natural disaster or national
economic downturn, we have the major pieces in place
that will reduce the impact on Dubuque. A vast majority
of cities are not in this secure of a position. Just consider
the last recession. Most cities were at about 12 percent
unemployment. We didn’t get much above 7 percent.
And we were one of the first 26 cities in the country to
get back all of the jobs that we lost during that recession.
And during those years, we created almost 8 percent
of the jobs in Iowa with only 3 percent of the population. So we’re doing a lot of things right. We’re attracting people. That’s a result of the wise use of city funds
to build infrastructure and programs that help citizens
that need training and retraining. The fact is, anyone
who is not an asset to our community is a liability.
We’re aware of those people. We have a very successful
program to reengage them, get them back into school
to get degrees or GEDs and go onto training beyond
that. There are a number of initiatives we’re doing as
part of a complete package to create a community as
resilient as possible to whatever the future brings.”

Sustainable Innovation—Solar Array

In addition to the Bee Branch and the Southwest Arterial, Mayor Buol spoke to another exciting initiative: the
soon to happen Solar Array. Alliant Energy announced
the creation of the largest solar array in the State of
Iowa to be built in Dubuque, one at the A.Y. McDonald
site by the riverfront, and the other on land recently
acquired on the west side that is unusable for industrial development, but perfectly situated for the solar
array and right next to a substation. Had the city not
acquired that land (the Graf Farm), the project never
would have happened. The array is expected to generate 5 gigawatts of energy when completed (enough to
power 4 flux capacitors for those counting at home).
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“That’s really huge,” says Mayor Buol with enthusiasm.
“We’re also going to be doing solar arrays on our fire
station buildings. I think that project is really a symbol
of how well our community has embraced sustainability
across the board. People are believing in the benefits
of being more sustainable not only from a materials aspect but also the social and cultural side of it.”
It’s the kind of thing that gets attention. Especially from
young people looking for a place to make a home that has
an eye on sustainable practices. And an inclusive community
to bring talented people to Dubuque to fill job needs, particularly with the impending retirements of the Baby Boomers, is one of the greatest challenges Dubuque is facing.

Job Creation

“How do we compete to encourage people to want
to live in the city of Dubuque when every other city in
the US is competing for that same worker?” asks Buol.
“In the next ten years, we project 3200 job positions
are going to need people who are not here yet. We’re
trying to figure that out for both the tech and skilled
trades jobs. That’s quite a challenge. A lot of the barriers
to getting those people to come to Dubuque will be
addressed by our Inclusive Dubuque program and we are
grateful to have almost 60 partners working on that.”
A thriving art and cultural community is also key to
attracting quality talent to the community and unless
you’ve been living in a cave, you know that Dubuque’s
arts and culture community today is rich and diverse.
“Arts and culture are a $47 million economic engine
in Dubuque and support about 1500 full-time equivalent jobs,” stated Mayor Buol. “It’s like a silent economy.
Look at all the events and entertainment options that
have happened in the city of Dubuque…look at all of the
events that happened just last week. You couldn’t get to
everything if you tried. It wasn’t that long ago, about a
decade or so, that there wasn’t much going on. But as it
is today, people expect to have these choices and they
deserve them. If investment in the cultural arts starts to
slide, Dubuque will change and it will never be that place
of choice for new people looking to settle in a vibrant
community. The whole arts and cultural piece is so critical to a sustainable future, not just for those who live
here but for those we want to attract to our community.”
Mike Van Milligen notes that we had a month this
year with just over 61,000 jobs in Dubuque. Compare
that to the ‘80s where we were at about 38,600 jobs.
Some notable additions include Roasting Solutions,
a coffee company opened in the industrial park and
the Metrix Company expansion is almost complete.
Dubuque365.com
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While those are the headline-grabbing initiatives that
can take up all the oxygen in the room, the City has still
found room for more successes in a variety of areas.
And while everyone one of these is crucial to this greater
organism that is a “healthy” community, for the sake of
space, we’re going to whip through them pretty quick.
With additional programming already taking a serious uptick in recent months at Five Flags under the
direction of new General manager, HR Cook, the next
step in the future of the venerable catch-all community center for the City of Dubuque is finding it’s
place in a city with very different needs than it had
30 years ago. A Master Planning process began this
month and you can look for a study to give suggestions for its best use moving ahead. Rest-assured,
despite what headline you may read in the paper,
tearing down Five Flags is not a very likely fate for such
a well-cared for and valuable facility for the citizens
of Dubuque. Thinking more along the lines of how
can we make it even better for the diverse needs of
our growing and changing community is underway.
The Historic Millwork District continues to thrive.
The first phase of the Novelty Ironworks building is
complete and work begins on Phase Two. A new hotel
is in the works for the district where Spahn & Rose used
to be. The former Spahn & Rose (Warehouse) space is
also remodeling into commercial space. The City also
acquired the S&K Packaging site for additional City
parking. 7 Hills Brewing Co. is moving into the neighborhood. Keep an eye out for much more energy and
excitement emanating from the Millwork District in 2017.
The Crescent Community Health Center
just celebrated its 10-year anniversary, serving 8,000 patients since it opened.
The new Airport Terminal has been completed to
rave reviews. If you have not flown Dubuque lately,
maybe 2017 should be your year to give it go?
Move over Madison, Dubuque’s first successful
roundabout opened at the intersection of Grandview/Delhi/Grace. (No, there were no previously
unsuccessful roundabouts). Funding is in the 5-year
budget for 4 more roundabouts in the city.
The Imagine Dubuque Public Engagement Process
began, with a goal of creating a new City Comprehensive Plan to be adopted in 2017. The last plan was
adopted in 1995 and was updated three times since
then. So the Council thought it was time to adopt a

brand new 20-year plan, not just a rehash of the old
one, and invited the community to participate through
several in person and technology opportunities.
We’re at almost 1000 security and traffic cameras in
our community to greatly benefit to our police department. The City Council also adopted a new street lighting
standard from every 600 feet to every 300 feet, and
despite social media and random negative web sites
trying to make you think things are worse every day, the
fact is that shots fired calls are down to 25 in 2016 from
33 in 2015. Not that the city likes this statistic existing at all, but is pleased to be positively impacting that
number. Comparatively, Cedar Rapids, Waterloo and
Des Moines are all well over 100 shots fired per year.
Progress is being made on 3200 Jackson St. (former H&W building or Dubuque Brewing and Malting
for you really old people or fans of the Copper Kettle).
A private owner is interested in buying that from the
current owner and doing a major rehabilitation project.
Miracle Field being considered for Veteran’s Park. It
is a baseball field mainly used by disabled participants.
A private group also wants to build a youth baseball
complex on Derby Grange Road. The City of Dubuque
also acquired land to expand the size of Valentine Park.
The city is adding more fair house choices in our
community. The Council has partnered with private
developers on house projects that will be on the sites
of a number of former schools and parish houses
including Nativity, St. Patrick’s, Steeple Square/
St Mary’s, Sacred Heart and Holy Ghost. The Council has also created two housing TIF districts to help
private developers build residential developments
in our community, trying to increase the population
base of our community. Some of that money, by State
law, has to go to help build affordable housing.
With Project HOPE, the city is trying help low and
moderate-income people improve their situation. Some
of the initiatives include Opportunity Dubuque, which
has had 428 participants successfully complete job training program with 93 percent employed or back in school
since 2012. The Family Self Sufficiency (FSS) program
averages 140 participants per year over last 5 years. The
Re-engagement Center has connected with 434 high
school dropouts so far with 126 completing high school
and has reduced the drop-out rate by 50 percent. We
covered the Resiliency Grant (Home Advocates) earlier in
this story. The Circles initiative finds that 18 months after
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graduating, 71 percent
of its participants are
employed and 57 percent
furthering their education.
The DREAM Center
serves about 100 lowmoderate income families,
helping students with
academic success in
downtown Dubuque and
the work of the National
initiative “My Brother’s
Keeper” continues.
Dubuque City Manager
You might have
Mike Van Milligen
also noticed that five
or six new national
chain-based restaurants have come to Dubuque in
2016 as have a number of locally-owned restaurants.
Some people hate chains, some love ‘em. Here’s what
the City Manager and Mayor had to say about it.
Buol: “When chains invest in Dubuque, they don’t just
move into a community because they think they can do
business there. They’re looking for places that are progressive, are moving forward and growing. That’s where
they want to be. It’s a sign of a healthy community.”
Van Milligen: “I was at a conference downtown
with people I didn’t know from out of town and part
of the casual conversation was asking about where
to eat. I gave them eight or 10 ideas within walking distance of their event and they were pleasantly
surprised that none of the places I mentioned were
chains. I love the fact that we have all of these local
entrepreneurs starting restaurants. But, it’s also
nice that when these national chains look at you and
decide your economy’s doing so well, “we’re going to
invest our brand and money in your community.”
Five Guys Burgers and Fries just opened next to
Chipotle, which itself just opened last month, and across
the street, Chick Fil-A opened a month before that.
Across the highway, look for another Einstein Bros.
Bagels (if you didn’t know we already had one at Loras
College) and a make your own pizza place next to that.
Barrel House is supposed to open on Dec. 26 at 3rd &
Main Streets in downtown Dubuque and coming soon
to Asbury, Popeye’s Chicken. Sorry, no Red Lobster.
My last question was about Dubuque’s place in the
world following a very interesting election cycle.
Mike Van Milligen is optimistic, “We’re very fortunate
that Dubuque has very supportive federal and state legislators and it doesn’t matter what their party affiliation is, but
things are going to change. All three branches of government are Republican at the federal and the state level and
they weren’t that way before the election. So certainly
things are going to change. The good news for us is that we
work very well with all of our legislators so we’re looking
forward to good things continuing to happen in Dubuque.”
Roy Buol suggests, ‘Any time there’s a major change,
especially when it’s controlled by one party, Republican
or Democrat, there’s a lot of consternation about how
that will affect us in the future. I believe the success
Dubuque has had is going to resonate with people. I
think any leadership will look to places like Dubuque
who have created best practices for guidance.”
In the end, it seems like no matter how crazy things
seem to be getting at the national level, Dubuque
has its head pretty squarely on its multiple shoulders as we enter the brand new world of 2017 and
the Trump era. But we won’t get into that. n
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TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
Thursday, December 15
Tapestry
5 PM @ Inspire Café
365 Live Open Mic
6 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Bobby Schram
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Tete de Morte
7 PM @ Swiss Inn

Cream City
10 PM @ The Lift

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Taste Like Chicken
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Hairball
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Saturday, December 17
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Leon Campos
7 PM @ The Smokestack

Gladdy & The Soulmates
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

White & Palmer
7 PM @ Grape Escape

River Glen Band
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Chin Wiggles
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Becky McMahon
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Friday, December 16
Steve McIntyre
6 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Baladi Gypsy
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Dave Minnihan & Rod Weise
6 PM @ Inspire Café

Dubuque Battle Rap League
w/ CasetheJoint and DJ Levity
9 PM @ The Venue

Hypnotist Doug T
6 & 8 PM @ Mystique Casino

Hot Glue & The Gun
9 PM @ The Smokestack

Statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Jeff Weydert & Dave Pingel
9 PM @ Spirits

Just Cuz
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Massey Road
9 PM @ Perxactly’s

Johnnie Walker
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Massey Road
2 PM @ Barnstormers,
DBQ Airport
Christmas Auction (Snow Date)
4 PM @ New Diggings
General Store

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Leon Campos
7 PM @ The Smokestack

Ignighter
8 PM @ Knickers

Nutsi Turtle & Lori
2 PM @ Weber’s Bar & Grill,
Epworth

Broken Strings
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Dave Lambert & The Motivators
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

High On The Mountain Band
2 PM @ Seldom Scene,
East Dubuque

Mississippi String Band
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Open Mic w/ Cal Coohey
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Derty Rice
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Brown Bottle Bandits
3 PM @ Squeaky Wheel,
Hollandale

Nasty Weather Blues Band
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Charles Walker Band
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Dan Peart
6 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Sunshine
8:30 PM @ Wig Wam,
Hazel Green

BallyHeigue
6:30 PM @ The Lift

Taste Like Chicken
9 PM @ Spirits

Carlos Mencia
7 & 9:30 PM @ Mystique Casino

Renegade
9 PM @ Shenanigans Pub

Andy Wilberding
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Boys Night Out
9 PM @ BD’s Eagle’s
Nest, Fennimore

Minneapolis Molines
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Time Machine
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Annual Ugly Christmas
Sweater Party
8 PM @ Easy Street

Zero 2 Sixty
9:30 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s
Magnetos
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
Sunday, December 18
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Americana Band
Salvation Army Red Kettle
1 PM @ Roshek Bldg.

Johnnie Walker
4 PM @ Stone Cliff

Nightlife
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Duo Sol
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Friday, December 23
Jeff Theisen
4 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Bobby Schram
6 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Sam & The Others
6 PM @ Inspire Café

Ron Tegeler Jazz Trio
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Andy Wilberding
6 PM @ Timmerman’s

The Lonely Goats
6 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Roy Schroedl
6:30 PM @ Gina’s, Platteville

Miss Kitty’s Quiz Show
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Ron Lubbers
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

The People
(feat. Marques Morel)
10 PM @ The Lift

Hypnotist Jim Wand
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Wednesday, December 21
West Music Showcase
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s
Acoustic Jam w/ Steve McIntyre
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Boogie Monster
8 PM @ Mystique Casino
The Blue Dogs Christmas Party
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Brandon Hagan & Friends
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Gladdy’s Open Mic
Experience Christmas Party
6:30 PM @ The Blu
Room, Breezer’s Pub

Massey Road
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

White & Palmer
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Mojo Busted
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

Brad Stewart
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Becky McMahon
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio
9 PM @ The Lift

Playground of Sound
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Thursday, December 22
365 Live Open Mic
6 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

John Moran
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
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Melanie Devaney
7 PM @ Grape Escape

High On The Mountain Band
2 PM @ Seldom Scene,
East Dubuque
Dubuque365.com
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Marty Raymon
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Acoustic Jam w/ Lenny Wayne
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Katie Sullivan
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Tony Walker
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Hot Mess
8 PM @ Grizzly Den, Delhi

Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio
9 PM @ The Lift

The Lonely Goats
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ The Blu
Room, Breezer’s Pub

Club 84: Between the Eves Ball
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

NYE Dueling Pianos
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Brews Brothers
9 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Thursday, January 5
365 Live Open Mic
6 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

The Jimmys
8 PM @ Mystique Casino

Gladdy’s Open Jam NYE Party
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Six Shots ‘til Midnight,
Tete de Morte
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Dave Weld &
The Imperial Flames
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Dylan Doyle Band
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

New Years Day
Sunday, January 1
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape

Kendra Swanson
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Johnny Kilowatt & The Griz
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Brittany Bauerly
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Tony Walker
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen & Co.
8 PM @ Grape Escape

365 Live Open Mic
6 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Lojo Russo
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Leon Campos
7 PM @ The Smokestack

Becky McMahon
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Open Mic w/ Jeff & Jimmy
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Percival Duo
9 PM @ Spirits

Andy Wilberding
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Soul Sherpa, Happy Fish | Sad
Fish (feat. Brandon Hagan)
10 PM @ The Lift

Mama Bird
8 PM @ New Diggings
General Store

Dan Peart
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Blackwater Gin
9 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Ben Ulin
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25
Acoustic Jam
Noon @ Council Hill Station

Thursday, December 29
Ace Jones
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Open Mic
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Miss Kitty’s Christmas Quiz Show
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Monday, December 26
Michael Dean Chandler’s
Open Mic Jam
6:30 PM @ Northside Bar
Tuesday, December 27
Brittany Bauerly
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
The Wundo Band
5:30 PM @ Benvenutos,
Platteville
Wednesday, December 28
Brittany Bauerly
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
West Music Showcase
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s
Jake Dinnella
6 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Dubuque365.com

Left Lane Cruiser, Woress
10 PM @ The Lift

A Few Blind Mice, Demo
Release Party w/ Border Radio
10 PM @ The Lift
Friday, January 6
Adam Beck
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Roy Schroedl
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Mississippi Band
7 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Mama Bird @ 8 PM
Fireworks, Buffet @ Midnight
New Diggings General Store

Tery McCauley
2 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill

Blacklite District,
Message From Sylvia
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Fever River String Band
8 PM @ Anton’s Saloon

Open Mic
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Country Tradition
8 PM Preston Town Hall

Mark Zalaznik
3 PM @ Stone Cliff

Sunshine
8:30 PM @ Galena Elks Lodge

Miss Kitty’s New Year’s Day
Quiz Show
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Friday, December 30
Casey Klein
3 PM @ Sundown Mountain

New Years Eve
Saturday, December 31
The Lonely Goats
“Noon Years Eve” Party
1 PM @ Trackside

Live Dead, DJ SaladSpinner
9 PM @ The Smokestack

Steve McIntyre
6 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station

Massey Road
9 PM @ Spirits

Michael Breitbach
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Meghan Davis and Katie Sullivan
2 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Roy Schroedl
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

New Year’s Eve Party
5 PM @ Easy Street

Classical Blast
9 PM @ Mystique Casino

Wednesday, January 4
West Music Showcase
6 PM @ Tony Roma’s

Broken Strings
9 PM @ Spirits
Saturday, January 7
Acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill Station
Statue of Liberty
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Broken Strings
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Acoustic Jam
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

The Drama Kings
9 PM @ Shenanigan’s Pub

Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ The Blu
Room, Breezer’s Pub

Rosie & The Rivets
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Gypsy Pistols
9 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill

Steve Gillespie
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
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8 PM @ Brew & Brew, Dyersville
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Budweiser Live Music Features
Friday, December 16

Dave Lambert & The Motivators
8 PM @ Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
(300 Potter Dr, Bellevue, IA)

Hot Glue & The Gun
9 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Cover: $5

Theatrical, quirky, and transformative, indie
duo Hot Glue & The Gun is musically-driven live
art. Based out of New York City, Carrie Klein
and Joel McGlynn heat up the room with song
and story as they shake our spirits loose.

Slide guitarist veteran Dave Lambert is
joined by award-winning drummer, Donna
Dahl from Minneapolis. Traditional delta
and electric blues mixed with grooves and
historical tidbits of blues lifestyles, and the
very instruments used in this American
genre, is The Motivators’ trademark.

Sunday, December 18

Ron Tegeler Jazz Trio
5 PM @ Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
(300 Potter Dr, Bellevue, IA)

Cream City
10 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St)
Cover: Free

Come out for a good night and enjoy
some music from the talented future
of the music world, Cream City Bandits (CCB) and special guests.

Guitarist Ron Tegeler returns to Flatted Fifth
with his Jazz Trio members, Mickey Wilner
on bass and Kirk Prebyl on drums. Ron’s
style has been influenced by guitar greats
such as Larry Carlton, Robben Ford, Kenny
Burrell, Joe Pass and Wes Montgomery.

Thursday, December 29

Saturday, December 17

Left Lane Cruiser, Woress
10 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St)

Ballyheigue
6:30 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St)
Cover: Free

New trad Irish outfit Ballyheigue test out their
jigs and reels at The Lift for a special early show!
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Trashed-out punk/blues duo Left Lane Cruiser
has been making records for over a decade,
and along with their music being featured in
many hit television series such as Banshee,
Breaking Bad, and Nashville, they have been
receiving critical acclaim across the globe. Left
Lane Cruiser have toured relentlessly over the
years, sharing the stage with artists such as
Robert Balfour, T Model Ford, Lee Bains III &
The Glory Fires, Bob Log III and many others.
Local act Woress continues their onslaught
of “secret metal doom blues” as the opener.
Dubuque365.com

Mississippi Moon Bar
Entertainment

All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets
for all performances are available at the Diamond Club inside
the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

Hairball

Friday, December 16 @ 8 pm

New
Year’s Eve Dueling Pianos
Saturday, December 31 @ 8 pm
Dueling Pianos returns to Mississippi Moon Bar for a special New Year’s Eve
performance! Featuring the talented Chicago-based keyboard masters Elisa
Carlson and Bill Larkin, Dueling Pianos ends the year on a high note by playing groovy tunes to help the crowd swing the night away. This phenomenal performance includes a balloon drop, party favors, a midnight champagne toast
and more as a lively and entertaining way to ring in the New Year in style.

The lights, sound, smoke, fire, bombs, and
screaming hoards of avid fans...vocalists Joe,
Steve and Bobby lead the band through a mind-blowing, and
drop-dead accurate homage to some of the biggest arena acts in
the world. Van Halen, KISS, Motley Crue, Queen, Journey, and
Aerosmith are but a few of the acts fans will see brought to life.

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra:
Ultimate Rock Hits
January 20 & 21 @ 8 pm

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra joins with
local rock bands Menace, Joie Wails, Half Fast, The Lonely Goats and
more to present an amazing symphonic rock experience! Featuring
chart-topping hits from the ‘70s to the present. You won’t want to miss
this unique collaboration that has never failed to bring the house down!

John Mueller’s Winter Dance Party
Saturday, February 4 @ 3 & 7 pm

The “Winter Dance Party” re-creates the final
tour of Buddy Holly (John Mueller, critically
acclaimed former star of the U.S. touring version of the London/
Broadway hit musical “Buddy—the Buddy Holly Story”), Ritchie
Valens (Ray Anthony) and the Big Bopper (Linwood Sasser), the
three legendary artists who died in a plane crash on Feb. 3, 1959.

365
LIVE
Every Thursday @ 7 PM

365 LIVE

365 LIVE

Thursday, December 15 @ 7 pm

Thursday, December 29 @ 7 pm

Time Machine

Club 84: Between the Eves Ball

Saturday, December 17 @ 8 pm

Friday, December 30 @ 7 pm

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Brad Stewart

NYE Dueling Pianos

Wednesday, December 21 @ 8 pm

Saturday, December 31 @ 8 pm

365 LIVE

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Steve Gillespie

Great local talent comes together every Thursday evening at the Mississippi Moon
Bar as part of 365 LIVE, a musical partnership between 365ink Magazine and the
Diamond Jo Casino. It’s pretty simple in all its complexity; it’s a gig, it’s an open mic,
it’s live band karaoke, it’s really whatever it ends up being week to week, with drink
specials every week including $2 Bud Products! It’s an opportunity for local musical
talent to jump on the big Mississippi Moon Bar stage and play with the band!

Thursday, December 22 @ 7 pm

Wednesday, January 4 @ 8 pm

Jim Wand

Blacklite District &
Message From Sylvia

Lucky Trio hosts Dec. 15, Broken Strings hosts Dec. 22, and the host for Dec. 29 is TBD.

Wednesday, December 28 @ 8 pm

Friday, December 23 @ 8 pm

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Ben Ulin

Friday, Janaury 6 @ 8 pm

Rosie and the Rivets
Saturday, Janaury 7 @ 8 pm

Nightlife

Budweiser Live Music Features
Friday, December 30

Blues and Funk. Nationally touring with Blues
Hall of Fame musicians since age 15, Doyle has
been deemed a guitar prodigy. Reservations
recommended. 563-872-3838.

Soul Sherpa and Happy Fish | Sad Fish
10 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St)

Rolling into their third year of existence, Cedar
Rapids-based Soul Sherpa is a 9-piece groove
powerhouse that unleashes an avalanche of
funk at each tour stop. Their first release, 2016’s
Invest in This, carries the magic of the dance
floor to their fans’ ears well after the party subsides. Opening the evening is rock and jam outfit Happy Fish | Sad Fish, led by Brandon Hagen
(ex-BlackBloom). Hagen’s infrequent Tri-State
area shows almost guarantee surprises and
guest sit-ins abound on this special night. Also
see Brandon Hagen and Friends at The Cornerstone (Galena, IL) on Dec. 23 at 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 31

New Years Eve Celebration w/
Live Dead & DJ SaladSpinner
9 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Cover: $5

Groove with all-vinyl DJ SaladSpinner and Grateful Dead tribute band Live Dead. Complimentary
champagne toast at midnight, of course! DJ
SaladSpinner is Jason Hull, a local, organic farmer
with the sexiest classic vinyl—boogie, funk, soul,
disco, hip-hop, ‘80s anthems and more. Live Dead
is a tribute to the music of the Grateful Dead,
classic tunes and psychedelic jams reproduced by
some of Dubuque’s finest musicians, featuring:
Gretchen Matoon (Lead Vocals), Dean Matoon
(Guitar), Leon Campos (Piano + Keyboards),
Scott Cornwell (Bass), and B.J. Kilburg (Drums).

Thursday, January 5

Dylan Doyle Band
8 PM @ Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
(300 Potter Dr, Bellevue, IA)

Born in the South to Yankee parents, Dylan
Doyle spent the first few years of his life living on
a tobacco farm in North Carolina. He was
steeped in everything from Robert Johnson,
Lightnin’ Hopkins, and John Lee Hooker to
Townes Van Zandt, Bob Dylan and Jimi Hendrix.
From this comes a unique musical interpretation
that lies somewhere within the Delta of Rock,
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A Few Blind Mice, Border Radio
10 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St)
Cover: Free

Grab your friends and head over to The
Lift to enjoy drinks and live music from
Border Radio and A Few Blind Mice.
Demos available, donations accepted!

Dubuque365.com

Mystique dives
into the hilarious
‘Mind of Mencia’
By Clete Campbell

The way Carlos Mencia figures it, some guys are
born to walk the moon, some guys are born to fight
cancer, and some guys are born to tell punchlines.
It ain’t curing cancer or balancing the federal
budget, but for Carlos Mencia, there’s no better
destiny than standup, except well, being born to be
Mr. Jennifer Lopez. Plus, if you’re going to have a
vice, comedy is a heck of a healthier addiction than
cocaine or The Real Housewives of New Jersey.
“I believe that my part to play in this world is
stand-up. That is what I’m addicted to,” Mencia told
the Miami Herald. “I believe that I serve a purpose. It’s
the difference between a calling and a paycheck.”
Call it for the love of laughs. And audiences can
expect to be doing plenty of belly laughing when
Mencia, the mastermind and star of Comedy Central’s pioneering Mind of Mencia, brings his acclaimed
act to Mystique Casino & Resort’s Cabaret stage
for 7 and 9:30 p.m. shows on Saturday, Dec. 17.
Born the 17th of 18 children in San Pedro Sula,
Honduras, and raised in poverty in the crime-ridden
Maravilla Projects of Los Angeles, Mencia’s youth
was a humble, trying and hilarious journey of a

poor kid joking his way
to his destiny. Mencia turned an amateur night and the legendary Laugh Factory into
the launching pad of a comedy rocket career.
Mencia turned appearances on In Living Color
and An Evening At the Improv into a headlining
spot on the sold-out nationwide “The Three Amigos” tour with Freddy Soto and Pablo Francisco.
His platinum-selling Comedy Central Stand-Up
Special, Carlos Mencia: No Strings Attached, was
the genesis for Mind of Mencia, a comedic tour de
force which debuted in 2005 and found an average audience of 1.5 million. Movies like The Heartbreak Kid and Our Family Wedding soon followed.
Along the way, Mencia has become one of the
standup’s most observant voices on issues of
race, cultural, criminal justice and social class.
“I came from the hood, and that’s what I
learned,” Mencia said. “... When you’re Hispanic, Taco Bell is your first target.”
Returning to his small stage roots, Mencia is tickling
America’s funny bone again with his “C 4 Urself Tour.”

He may be rich today but Carlos Mencia still hustles
comedy like he’s trying to scrounge up $10 for his next
sandwich or his next trip to Taco Bell. But he cautions,
like LL Cool J once did, don’t call this tour a comeback.
“I’m not the comeback,” Mencia said.
“The comeback is the audience.”
And as long as Carlos Mencia has an audience
to dish punchlines to, he has everything he needs.
After all, not everyone can cure cancer, but only the talented few can make
people double over in laughter.
“I’m a comedian. I’m not curing cancer. In
the end, I tell jokes. I make people laugh,” Mencia said. “I make sense out of ridiculous situations, but in the end, it’s all about laughter. It’s all
about your cheek hurting, your stomach hurting.
“If you ain’t laughing, you ain’t living, baby.”
For more information on Mystique Casino &
Resort’s action-packed holiday entertainment
calendar, visit www.mystiquedbq.com. n
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The Smokestack
By Rich Belmont

Perhaps you didn’t know there is a place in Dubuque
where actors, dancers, artists, poets, intellectuals,
musicians and community organizers go to share their
ideas and showcase their talents.

Veggie Rangoons, Fried Brussels Sprouts, and White & Green Flatbread

Grundy County, IA from the 1850’s to the 1880’s.
Scott’s family moved to New York City from
Prairie du Sac, WI when he was nine years old.
It is at the corner of Seventh and White Streets and
it is called, appropriately enough, The Smokestack.
A work in progress to be sure: sort of a bar, kind of a
casual restaurant, a comfortable meeting place, an
intimate theater and a mini dance floor all inside a very old
building attached to a big sixty foot high smokestack.
The Smokestack is owned
by Scott Cornwell and his
wife, Susan Price. They
are the ringmasters of
this circus they say has
its own theme: Life is a
performance art piece.
So come visit and stay
as long as you like. Order
world class cocktails and
delicious food off an eclectic menu while discussing the
topics of the day or enjoying artists, musical groups
or theater company performances in a historic urbanindustrial venue in downtown Dubuque. The Smokestack
is open to everyone and anything as long as it’s legal!
Scott and Susan have been together for almost 20
years. They moved here from Brooklyn, New York in
December, 2013. Scott had been a renovation contractor
and was a paramedic in the New York Fire Department
for over 20 years. He is also a musician and plays several
instruments including slide guitar, bass guitar and banjo.
Susan was a historian and an event planner and did
fund raising for non-profit educational organizations.
In mid-July 2013 they went on a road trip to visit
their ancestral roots. Susan’s family settled in
34
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While on a side trip to Dubuque they discovered this
derelict old building with a seemingly out of place
smokestack. They say the building spoke to them. It
became their calling and they felt they had no choice but
to make it their mission to bring it back to life. They went
home and sold everything they had and moved to
Dubuque where they didn’t know a single person.
That building has a
fascinating history.
Susan used her talents
as a historical researcher
and started digging into
the building’s history,
literally. Even before there
was a building the land
was a Native American
Burial Mound and was
then used as the site
of the first execution
in Iowa in 1834. The Jefferson House Hotel was built
on the ground and operated from 1856 to 1918. It
became the Sanitary Dairy Company and was a dairy
processing plant from 1920 to 1943. Dairy processing
required boilers hence the need for the smokestack.
In later years it became a warehouse for auto parts and
then remained vacant wasting away until Scott and
Susan rescued it. I encourage you to go to their website:
SmokestackDBQ.com. There you can read the entire
history and see photos of some of the artifacts Scott and
Susan unearthed during the renovation. They began
rebuilding the place inside and out in November 2014,
and opened The Smokestack on July 3, 2015.
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Remodeling continues: a new rooftop terrace has been
added and a second one is planned. The second floor is
being remodeled and the intimate lounge area upstairs is
a work in progress. In fact, the main entrance which is
the red alley door is also being remodeled so you must
enter temporarily through the 7th St. door.

The beautiful mural on the alley side wall was painted
by Corban Cold Lundborg. He is a painter, illustrator
and photographer. He is from Minneapolis and he has
a studio there: Cold Studio (Cold-Studio.com). He
is a graduate of the Minneapolis College of Art and
Design. (Fun Fact: Corban started painting when he
was 14. He was a graffiti artist and stopped doing
graffiti after he was arrested one too many times).
Many local Dubuque organizations have already discovered
The Smokestack is an inviting place for meetings and
public and private events. A couple of these groups are:
• Green Drinks (GreenDubuque.org) – People in
the environmental field meet the 1st Wednesday of
the month for discussions in an informal setting.
• LGBTQ+ (CODBQ.org) – People dedicated to catalyzing
and sustaining an affirming community for LGBTQ+ community members and allies. They sponsor the All Ages
Games Night at The Smokestack the 2nd Thursday of
every month. Everybody is invited to play board games.
Dubuque365.com
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Flatbread Pizzas are New York style and are big
enough for two or three people. These are not
at all typical pizzas. There are three of them:
• Red & Green – pesto, sundried tomatoes, capicolla and mozzarella.
• White & Green – ricotta, spinach, garlic, peppers, onions and mozzarella
• Mediterranean – hummus, spinach, red onion and asiago.

You might have noticed both the Sazerac and the Kenny
Ryan are mixed with Absinthe. It is an anise flavored libation
sometimes mistakenly referred to as a liqueur. It is actually
a spirit since it is not bottled with added sugar. Absinthe
has often been portrayed as a dangerously addictive
psychoactive drug and hallucinogen. By 1915 it had been
banned in the US and many other countries. A revival
began in earnest in the 1990s after it was proven that all
the harmful effects of absinthe were complete fiction.

Entertainment is on tap at The Smokestack sometimes on
a daily basis. The talent is amazing and there is something
for everyone. Here is the calendar for the rest of the year:
• Dec. 15 – Jazz and Blues piano with Leon Campos. He is
an excellent pianist and keyboardist and is Scott’s son.
• Dec. 16 – Hot Glue & The Gun. An Indie Duo from
New York City performing musically driven live art.
• Dec. 17 – Holiday Love Drag Show. Highly entertaining performance art by Illusions Midwest.
• Dec. 31 – DJ Salad Spinner + Live Dead. Early evening
listen to the sounds of Jason Hull’s all-vinyl album
collection. Then celebrate the New Year with Live
Dead: a tribute to the music of the Grateful Dead. The
musicians are Gretchen Matoon-lead vocals, Dean
Matoon-Guitar, Leon Campos-piano and keyboards,
Scott Cornwell-bass and BJ Killburg-drums.
Visit The Smokestack website for a complete listing of
coming events.
It is fitting that a temple
to the arts would have a
menu of exotic cocktails.
I have had a couple of
these prepared by the
very talented and friendly
bartender, Nacole Meyer.
Some of these are:
• The Luna –
Gordon’s Gin, fresh
lemon, St. Germain
Liqueur and bitters. The menu says it has a moon-glow ethereal
refreshing elegance. Yeah, I didn’t know what that
was either. It means it is a light, refreshing drink.
• Moscow Mustang – Tito’s Vodka, fresh lime, ginger syrup. They say this is a super charged Moscow Mule. It’s a Mustang, not a mule, right?
• Sazerac – Bulleit Rye, bitters, Absinthe. (Fun Fact:
some people claim this is the oldest known American
cocktail originating in pre-Civil War New Orleans).
• Kenny Ryan – John Jameson & Son Irish Whiskey, Green Absinthe and Cointreau. This is the
traditional Irish cocktail named for Scott’s and
Susan’s friend from the Canfield Hotel.
Dubuque365.com

The menu cautions all the signature drinks are “Wicked
Strong Cocktails.” These drinks are meant to be enjoyed
by slowly sipping not chugging!
The Smokestack’s menu is
unusual and a diverse
compilation of delightful
tastes. It is a collaboration
between Scott, Susan and
Chef Andie Donnan. You
might already know Andie.
She is also the On-Site
Manager of the Dubuque Farmer’s Market, she works at
the Honey Hill Organic Farm and completed the Master
Gardening Program at Dubuque County Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach. She was the Deli
Manager at the Dubuque Food Co-Op and has also been
a cook at several local restaurants including: Diamond Jo
Casino, Champps Americana, Shot Tower and Caroline’s
Restaurant in the Hotel Julien Dubuque.
The Appetizers are all
designed to be shared.
Some of my favorites are:
• Crispy Spiced Garbanzos - these are
chickpeas – a pea
like seed of a plant
native to the Mediterranean and possessing a nutty flavor. They are deep
fried with a special seasoning to make them spicy.
• Veggie Rangoon – wonton purses of artichoke, spinach and a homemade blend of
cream cheese, asiago and mozzarella.
• Fried Brussel Sprouts – this is my favorite and
just like the menu says they are surprisingly
addictive. Deep fried sprouts are seasoned
with Chef Andie’s secret blend of spices.
There are two salads:
• Simple – a spring mix of lettuce leaves
with sun-dried tomatoes, Kalamata olives,
asiago and garlic-lime vinaigrette.
• Susan’s – dried cranberries, blue cheese and a
balsamic vinaigrette. This one has Pepitas (peh-PEEtahs). These are hulled and roasted pumpkin seeds.
Issue #280

The current menu is rounded out with 3 sandwiches:
• Cubano – roast pork, hickory smoked ham and dill pickle.
• The Chicken – roast chicken, peppers, onions, asiago and mozzarella.
• Ham & Swiss – a straight up ham and Swiss with
Dijon mustard on a really good ciabatta bun.
All food is served until last call so no one goes home hungry.
Scott and Susan feel very fortunate to have been
embraced by the local arts community. They look
forward to expanding and continuing to share their
experiences, their highly unusual building, and their
Smokestack with the good people of Dubuque. n

The
Smokestack
62 East 7 Street, Dubuque, IA 52001
th

SmokestackDBQ@Gmail.com
SmokestackDBQ.com
Facebook.com/SmokestackDBQ

Hours: Wed–Sat: 4 PM–2 AM; Sun–Tues: Closed
Dining Style: Come as you are
Noise Level: Conversational
Recommendations: Specialty Cocktails,
Crispy Garbanzos, Veggie Rangoon, Fried
Brussels Sprouts, Mini Corn Dogs, Flatbread
Pizzas, Cubano and Chicken Sandwiches
Liquor Service: Full Bar
Prices: $2 to $9
Pay Options: Cash, Debit, All Credit Cards, NO Checks
Accessibility: Red Door Alley Entrance
Kids Policy: No Menu, Booster Seat Available
Reservations: For parties over 6 please
Catering: No • Take Out: Yes • Delivery: No
Parking: On Street. Parking in lot is only for tenants

Rich Belmont
Do you have a favorite restaurant
you would like to see reviewed?
Please send your requests,
suggestions and comments to
Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com.
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At the End of
Your Rope?
By Matt Booth

Holidays, sickness, job, stress, abuse,
addiction, finances, death and many other
situations this time of year can make you
feel like you’re at the end of your rope.
Why do hardships, pain and suffering surface in the month of December? Additionally, we will most certainly have hardships
in the coming year. I’m not pretending to
know or understand your life anymore than
I could expect you to understand mine.
What I do know is this: no matter how
bad it might seem right now, you can tie a
knot in the end of your rope and hang on.
This tie a knot attitude might not
immediately “change your life” or give you
the magical strength to handle whatever
comes your way, but it might just get you
through the next day, week or even month.
Life is neither for you nor against you, it is
the process of existence. While you may
not feel like you have the power to determine the direction that your life takes, you
do have the power to hang in there a little
bit longer. Getting a grip is not decided by
the universe, but rather by you. You can
hang on, regardless of what the end of
your rope looks like. When you hang on
a little longer, you might be able to find
the strength to begin climbing again.
You don’t have to be at the end of
your rope to tie a knot. Why do things

have to get really bad before you’ll dig
in and start fighting for what you want?
Does all hope have to be gone before
you decide enough is enough? If you
feel like you’re slipping—tie a knot. Do
it at the top of the rope or do it at the
middle of the rope, you don’t have to
wait until you’re at the end of your rope.
If you can develop a tie a knot attitude,
you’ll become a resilient human being.
Overwhelmed—tie a knot. Depressed—
tie a knot. Hopeless—tie a knot. Helpless—
tie a knot. Think you’re out of options—tie
a knot. Feel powerless—tie a knot. Feel
like there’s nothing left you can do—tie
a knot. When you believe that you can
hang on no matter what happens, you will
eventually find the strength (from within
or from others) to start moving again.
Regardless of the problems in your
life, know that you can tie a knot and
hang on at least a little longer. This
attitude lets you regain your grip on
life. You’ll need this attitude to not only
have dreams, but to climb after them. n

“Is your attitude working for you or
against you?”
—Matt Booth

Matt Booth
Engaging keynote speaker, Matt Booth, is the attitude expert.
He is an Award-winning speaker and author. Part of Matt’s
life’s mission is to help people live positive. Through his keynote
speeches and programs, he entertains and educates audiences
with his unique abilities and talents. To find out how Matt can help your group
improve their attitudes, call 563-590-9693 or email matt@mattbooth.com.
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Stay on Track
with Healthy Holiday Goals

By Hy-Vee nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury),
Amy Cordingley (Locust), and Kelly Gudenkauf RD, LD (Dodge)
The holiday season is here, which means family,
friends, presents, traditions and—of course—food.
Eating healthy can be a challenge when the aroma of
Grandma’s cookies is in the air. The average American gains weight over the holidays, but this does not
have to be the case for you with a few helpful hints.
Going into the holidays and into the New Year, it
is good to start thinking about goals. Try setting a
target goal weight and/or exercise or nutrition goal.
Increase your chances of accomplishing that goal
by writing it down or even creating a vision board to
motivate you through the holidays. Another motivator may be to find a friend or family member to
help keep you accountable in your healthy ways.
Before attending a holiday gathering, ask the host
if you can bring a healthy offering such as a relish dish
or appetizer. Having healthy snack foods for guests to
munch on is key to keeping calorie intakes at a minimum.
Snacks containing both fiber and protein are excellent
in curbing hunger and may help you reduce calories.
Beans and nuts are both great choices. A tasty option
to consider is a healthy bean dip like hummus; see
the recipe in the sidebar for a fun variation. Another
idea is putting out a dish of shelled pistachios, this
month’s dietitian pick. They contain heart-healthy fat
and are a fun holiday snack while you are waiting for
the meal. Make a festive sweet pairing with pistachios,
strawberries and dark chocolate. Pistachios also pair
great with a combination of cheese and dried fruit.
When it comes to the main course, survey the offerings and make a decision about what you should have
and what you could do without. When dishing up,
remember to follow the MyPlate illustration in order to
portion accordingly and eat from all of the five food
groups. Another thing to be mindful of is that it takes
15 minutes for your stomach to signal your brain that
you are full. When you have your food, start a conversation with someone to slow down your eating.
We often want to try all of the desserts. Instead,
try picking one dessert. Studies show that people
who deprive themselves of certain foods often
do not do as well when trying to manage their
weight. So do not feel bad about eating dessert as long as you keep it well portioned.
After your holiday meal, invite others to be active.
This activity will take your mind off the leftovers. Plus,
it will make you feel better about yourself knowing
that you took extra steps toward a healthier you!
Happy Holidays from Hy-Vee! n

Hummus-Stuffed Mini Bells
Makes 4 servings (2 peppers per serving)

All you need:
• 1/2 cup hummus
• 1 tbsp chopped Kalamata olives
• 8 mini bell peppers, cored

All you do:
1. Combine hummus and olives. Stuff each pepper with about 1 tablespoon of the hummus.

Make-Ahead Tip:
Cover and refrigerate for up to 1 day.
Per Serving: 74 calories, 4g fat, 1g saturated fat, 0mg cholesterol,
150mg sodium, 8g carbohydrate, 3g fiber, 2g sugars, 3g protein.
Daily values: 36% vitamin A, 121% vitamin C, 6% iron.

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Dubuque365.com
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The Russians Are Coming,
The Russians Are Coming
by Bob Gelms

It’s been a very long time since an
espionage thriller hit this review page
and I thought it was about time.
There is a new big dog on the block,
Mark Henshaw, and he has written a
ripping yarn. The Fall of Moscow Station:
A Novel (a Jonathan Burke/Kyra Stryker
Thriller) is the third book in the Red Cell
series. I have written about the first two
and this one is even better because the
characters are fleshed out, the story is
newspaper-believable, the Russians are not
all bad and the Americans are not all good,
and, in case there is any doubt about it,
this is how the real world of international
espionage would look like if you had a
god’s eye view. The book is spectacular.
Mark Henshaw is a graduate of Brigham
Young University and himself a decorated
CIA analyst with more than 16 years of
service. He received his most prestigious
award in 2007, the Director of National
Intelligence Galileo Award for innovation
in intelligence analysis. He is a former
member of the Red Cell think tank and
has his thumb on how it all works. The
reason he was given the award is vague,
which doesn’t surprise me. What does
surprise me is that when he is finished
with the manuscript for The Fall of Moscow
Station, he has to turn it over to the CIA
and they have to sign off on it before he
can publish it. He knows what going on.
Henshaw is the new breed of espionage
writer. The stories all could, and some
probably do, happen in real life, in contemporary times. This ain’t James Bond. Bad
guys do bad things and live to do them
again. Good guys get killed for all the
wrong reasons. Everybody spies on everybody else. Even our allies spy on us and
we on them. You need a Venn diagram to
keep the players straight. With all the stories in the news about the Russians hacking the DNC computers, setting up fake
news sites, publishing fake news stories
for the purpose of electing Donald Trump
POTUS, parts of The Fall of Moscow Station
seems to have predicted this activity considering it was written over two years ago.
The story is a little complex. You need
to keep track of a modicum of moving
parts. There are Russian characters with
Russian names who need to be differentiated. Personally, I have a problem with
Russian names and making them stick to
the people the they belong to which is
why I am completely flummoxed by the
novels of Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, Chekhov,
Pasternak and, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.
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I’ve tried reading books by all of them. Mr.
Henshaw, however, does an admirable job
of leading me by the hand through all the
names and the plot. It’s not a door stop,
coming in at 350 pages. Mr. Henshaw
screws up the tension and never lets up.
Things get rolling when the body of
a very high ranking Russian scientist is
found drowned in a small lake just outside
Berlin. Ordinarily this wouldn’t attract too
much attention except that this Russian
scientist was a double agent working for
the CIA. Everything goes downhill from
there. The Agency assigns Jonathon Burke
and Kyra Stryker to the case. These two
are the focus of the series and the main
characters in The Fall of Moscow Station.
The Russians start behaving like they
know something the CIA doesn’t; enter
Alden Maines. Not only has he been
passed over for promotion, he is not
respected and totally ignored by his peers
at the CIA. He’s been tasked to clean up
the messes cause by incompetent political
appointees that put him and his people
in harm’s way in a BIG way. He’s disillusioned, sick and tired of the BS, and has
made the decision to cash in by becoming
a double agent for the Russians. What
Maines doesn’t count on is Arkady Lavrov,
the double crossing, treacherous head
of Russian Intelligence (GRU). After he
pumps Maines for the names of all the CIA
agents working in Moscow Station and in
the Kremlin, Lavrov does the unthinkable.
He burns Maines, who could have become
the best agent in the history of Mother
Russia. It’s a massive coup for Lavrov.
Burke and Stryker are sent in the black
to get our people out before the Russians start killing them all. And that’s just
the beginning. Moscow Station has fallen
thanks to the worst breech of CIA operations since Aldrich Ames. The Fall of Moscow Station is a supersonic jet of a book
and will hold your interest from page one
till the end. It’s better than the first two
books in the series. You will think you were
allowed into the CIA’s document archives
to read about current operations. That’s
how realistic it is. If you like espionage
thrillers, put this on your must-read list. n
Dubuque365.com
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Your Smile—the Gift
that Keeps on Giving
By Dr. WIllIam Kuttler, D.D.s., Kuttler Dental team
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” or so the
song goes. In general I agree with that song. There
is something about Christmas that is truly magical—for me it is about “peace on earth” and other
loving feelings. Friends and family simply being
together is what makes it so special for me.
Then there’s the other side of Christmas, what
many refer to as the “commercialization” of Christmas.
For me that translates into “what do I get for_____”
etc. That is the part I don’t particularly care for. Even
when I know how much joy I’ve brought to someone
I love with a special gift that they really appreciated.
So what if we all tried something new this year for
Christmas giving: Give people you care about your
SMILE! A true gift from the heart that can mean so
much. (You can tell the difference, when it’s really
from the heart, can’t you?) You don’t need to go to
the mall and break the bank either, so it’s easy. The
great thing about your smile is that it’s instantly
available over and over again, and believe it or not,
the more you use it, the more you’ll want to use it.
It is renewable and can make you feel better, too!
There’s actually been a fair amount of research
done on smiling. Smiling is one of the few things I’ve
seen researched that actually shows no negative
side effects. The research has shown the following:
• When someone smiles at you it’s actually hard
to not smile back – smiles are contagious!
• When you smile, even if you don’t really mean
it, it feels good to you, and it reduces your
stress levels. Then, at least in my experience, the
next time you smile it’s even more genuine and
feels even better for you and the recipient.
Dubuque365.com

• Smiling makes your immune system stronger,
and that in turn helps you prevent illness.
• Smiling makes you appear more attractive and
approachable. When you smile at others, you seem
more welcoming, so people want to be with you.
• Smiling also makes you seem more trustworthy compared to people who aren’t smiling.
With a payoff like that, why not smile all the
time? The response that I often get is, “I don’t like
my smile”. As a dentist, I’m happy to tell people we
can almost always help. Sometimes the treatment
is really simple yet achieves amazing results, and
sometimes it’s really complicated and may achieve
a noticeable, but not ideal improvement. Dentistry
now has so many tools to work with that improving smiles is usually highly predictable, and often
far easier than many people expect. The options are
many depending on how your smile might benefit:
whitening, reshaping teeth, use of tooth-colored
bonding, veneers to change tooth color and shape,
implants to replace missing teeth, and orthodontics,
The best news of all—everyone likes to see
a smile! As a dentist I get to see all sorts of
“problems” that affect people’s smiles. Yet I
can’t remember seeing anyone smile at me that
I didn’t appreciate or, in special cases, get the
message of joy coming from their heart. So if
you don’t like your smile, make a resolution to
improve it in the coming year. But please, in this
time of celebration, don’t let that stop you from
smiling. The grinch might try to steal Christmas, but don’t let anyone steal your smile! n
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Where’s General Bob?

General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

Puzzle answers on page 43
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Limping Towards Gratitude
by pam kress-dunn

Thanksgiving is over, but I’m still thinking about
gratitude. Two things happened, shortly after
the holiday, that have me pondering what gratitude is and how it might sustain us.
I am not one for truisms and affirmations. Give
me Leonard Cohen’s “There is a crack in everything;
that’s how the light gets in,” and I will remind you
that bright lights bring me migraines. Assure me,
“That which does not kill us makes us stronger,” and
I will show you a foot I broke 14 months ago that
cost me my job and my mobility. Urge me to “Count
your blessings,” and I’ll ask you to pipe down while
I rummage through my worry list once more.
People who embrace gratitude seem to me,
I’m afraid, like simpletons. “Hey, you ran over my
dog, but thanks, I appreciate that you took him
to the vet!” Or even, “Hey, you killed my dog, but
thanks, now I realize how much I loved that mutt!”
I know, I know—I’m missing something here.
The idea of gratitude landed in my lap the day after
Turkey Day, outside a restaurant my husband and I
were looking forward to trying. Pulling into the parking lot, we saw there were no handicap spaces, but I
had my knee-roller. Bob got it out, I hopped on, and
then we saw the step. The step of doom. You can’t ride
a roller up a step, and I wasn’t about to get down on
all fours and crawl. As Bob took my left arm in a Hail
Mary attempt to levitate me up the curb, I shrugged
him off in frustration. No seafood dinner for me.
Then we heard someone calling, “No, no,
wait!” Before I could turn to look, a man was at
my right side, and the two of them lifted me easily up the step. We went our separate ways, my
thanks to the kind stranger ringing in the cold air.
Dubuque365.com

That was nice, and I was grateful to him. But
later, it came to me. Maybe I should be grateful for the step. Not for the broken foot—I won’t go
that far—but to the step, which caused the man to
notice our dilemma, and to just walk right up and
help us. Without the small crisis, I would not have
been enfolded in that stranger’s kind embrace.
That was a small thing. The other thing was not. It
came in the form of a Facebook post, put there two days
after Thanksgiving by my daughter, Allison. She can
be just as sarcastic as me, and I have always loved her
for that. This day, though, she was deeply thoughtful,
pondering her gratitude for a life that has not been easy.
True to form, she first acknowledged that everyone was “re-examining our lives and our country,
fluctuating between the very human desire to make
peace, and the other very human desire to watch it
all burn.” That’s my girl. Then she blew me away.
“So,” she continued, “I’m thankful for my mom. My
mother, the strongest person I know. All my stubbornness, my intelligence, my sense of humor, my inability to
take fools lightly, my latent empathy—all from her. She
has endured so much—so much more than I could have
imagined when I was a child. Despite everything, she
made sure we had all we needed. Not just a roof over
our heads and meals every night, but bedtime stories,
homework help, and pretend grocery stores and libraries
(real libraries, too) and tacos on Sunday after church.
And so much more that I’m still coming to realize,
decades later. While her marriage and divorce raged on,
she gave me the most important thing I needed: safety.
Acceptance. I was a deeply troubled kid in my own
way, and I know I gave her so much worry. My mother’s
unconditional love and strength kept me going.”
Issue #280

She then wrote about being grateful for her little
brother. “My biggest pride was in protecting you—at
least I hope I was—from the brunt of the storm. I’m
thankful and insanely proud of the person you’ve
grown to be.” And much more, but you get the idea.
She continued, “I’m grateful for my stepdad, Bob.” She said she’d worried I would never
find love again, but there he was. “Even though
Mom and I come with interesting baggage,
you’ve become the safe port in the storm.”
Then her grandparents, my own mom and dad.
“Your home was a haven of safety and love,” she wrote,
“for all three of us. It took a while for me to figure out
why you were so different from my other grandparents,” she said, stopping my heart for a moment. Yes.
Finally, stubbornly, she is thankful for her dad.
She remembers him for teaching her about cars, and
being there when she was going through a really
tough time in college. Until I read that, I had no idea
about those phone calls. That, I told her, was a gift to
me. It made me grateful for him, too, despite the hell
he put us through. “I remember you protecting me
from your parents,” she wrote. “I inherited your sense
of humor, your love of being alone in nature, the ‘I
can fix it!’ approach and your stubbornness, too.”
Notice: she’s not saying she’s glad her childhood
was ringed with heartache and danger. What she
is doing is looking around and noticing what was
good. Like my own gratitude, hers is tempered with
regret. It’s a thankfulness that prevails despite all
the fallout. It’s a gratefulness that still holds all of us
accountable. And it’s a start on that list of blessings,
the hard-won thanksgiving that really counts. n
—pam2617@yahoo.com

December 15–December 28, 2016

365ink Magazine

Columnists

41

Columnists

w Gwen Werner’s w
Good Advice
Dear Gwen,

We hired a new babysitter. She’s a
sweetheart student who lives nearby,
and we’re happy to be giving her a little
spending money. She picks up our two
kids from Irving and takes them to their
piano lessons, or karate, or home. She is
so great with them, always keeping them
busy until my wife or I get home. She
makes sure the kids pick up after themselves, and oftentimes we even come
home to fresh, clean laundry because,
she says she “had time and love[s] doing
laundry!” She’s an angel. Seriously.
Everything has been going so
smoothly. I am terrified at the idea of
bringing up what I’m about to bring
up, but it’s really getting on my last
nerve. The girl eats all of our taquitos.
We buy frozen taquitos when we go
grocery shopping on Saturday, but
by Monday at 5 p.m., they’ve mysteriously gone missing from the freezer,
and I’m convinced, to her belly. When
we first gave her the tour of our home,
we told her to help herself to a snack,
but really, a family-sized box of frozen
taquitos didn’t cross my mind as a
potential snack for a 19-year-old girl. I
mean…she’s birdlike. I figured she’d eat
a chip. Or maybe make a pb&j. I have
tried to imagine where the 24 taquitos
could even fit inside her bony frame.
I’ve already tried buying multiple
boxes at the store. Somehow, all 2 or 3
or 4 boxes of frozen taquitos are forever
gone, down the gullet of a waif. It seems
so impossible, but it must be happening.
Where are my taquitos?
—Sincerely, Taquito-ed

My dearest Taquito-ed,

Do either of your kids have criminal
records yet? Any petty theft, anything
like that? If not, pick whichever kid
seems worse or more likely to go to
jail later anyway, and have them steal
her identity. An eye for an eye, man,
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Mary Poppins even said that. I mean
you’re pretty sure she’s the reason the
taquitos are gone, right? Might as well
get a little bit of that money back. Have
your kid write down a card number
when they go get ice cream. Hack into
her life like she’s hacked into yours!
Buy a Benz on her credit, who cares!
If either of your kids are girls, you get
a double bonus. Maybe you can steal the
babysitter’s college degree while you’re
at it! Have your little one start showing
up to the babysitter’s college classes and
insist she’s the babysitter. Just in case
the babysitter shows up too, prep your
kid with gaslighting techniques. Let’s get
this girl questioning her own identity.
What I’m getting at: ruin her credit
score, steal her college degree, and convince her she isn’t even her. Cause some
permanent damage. She’ll be too much
of a mess to babysit, but hey, you’ll have
all 24 taquitos all to yourself.
—xoxo Gwen

Dear Gwen,

A boy made me a playlist. He said it’s his
“Best of 2016” playlist, but a lot of the
songs seem really lovey and directed
toward me. Some of the songs weren’t
even released in 2016, so I wonder if he’s
telling me he likes me. What do I do?
—Sincerely, Heart Eye Emoji

Dear Heart Eye Emoji,

If you like him, you’ve gotta play hard to
get. Make him a playlist and tell him it’s
really important to you. Fill it with 20 of
the same song. Think really hard about
which one, but it’s gotta be confusing.
Maybe “I Am the Walrus,” or “The Boys
are Back in Town,” or the theme from
Friends, or basically any GG Allin song.
Boys love being confused and they thrive
on mixed signals. So mix them up, girl!
Or whatever. If you’re not into him,
ignore him and go hug your dog.
—xoxo Gwen
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Aries

(Mar 21–Apr 19)
After hearing them say as much
through the entirety of the song, I’ll never ever
ever forget the fact that The Polar Express has
hot chocolate available.

Taurus

(Apr 20–May 20)
What do you get the person who
literally has everything for Christmas? You get
them nothing and raise a big stink about how
they have everything and are therefore
impossible to shop for.

Gemini

(May 21–June 20)
In times like these with Russians
hacking the U.S. election, it’d be really nice if
teenage Matthew Broderick were still here to
fiddle around on an old Apple II computer for
the sake of our nation.

Cancer

(June 21–July 22)
I have never in my entire life seen
a coloring book that was filled out completely
from front to back—and I’m not talkin’ about a
scribble here and scribble there!

Leo

(July 23–Aug 22)
Ya gotta hand it to ‘em—that new
Perkins is gonna have one helluva nice parking
lot to loiter in!

Virgo

(Aug 23–Sep 22)
We should start a podcast all about
‘80s action figures and call it “Two Really Sad
Guys That Desperately Fear Having To Grow Up.”

Libra

(Sep 23–Oct 22)
Say what you will about Donald
Trump’s cabinet picks—except “diverse.” That’d
probably be the one thing you couldn’t say
about them.

Scorpio

(Oct 23–Nov 21)
I’d be fine wearing a much larger
watch if it didn’t mean fearing the precise moment
when I try to replace the battery only to have it fly
out of my grip and down my esophagus. Tell me
I’m not the only one that fears that scenario.

Sagittarius

(Nov 22–Dec 21)
When you’ve said Budweiser,
you’ve said the name of a maker of beer.

Capricorn

(Dec 22–Jan 19)
We should all live our lives in such
a way as to not became so popular and fall so
far from grace that we have to resort to hocking
3M Command Strips on the TV like MC Hammer
is doing nowadays.

Aquarius

(Jan 20–Feb 18)
The holiday season is more than
fair game for employing glittering lights and
shiny things, but not at the expense of bring
actual glitter into your home for once it arrives,
it will never ever leave.

Pisces

(Feb 19–Mar 20)
All I want in a political candidate is
someone who will endorse going back to sleep
because it feels good as a way to exercise freedom.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

General Bob is at Steeple Square, formerly St. Mary’s Church
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