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As I write this, we’re just a few short
days away from the Iowa Caucus. Perhaps
as you read this it’s already over and life
has somehow commenced once again.
More than ever, even if you tried,
it has been simply impossible, as an
Iowan, to extricate oneself from the
process. Somehow they all found our
phone numbers and addresses and
how been meticulously making sure
that everyone involved in the campaign
has called us personally at least once.
I’ve never received so many calls from
cities in Iowa that I’ve never heard of
before. At least it’s made it very easy to
know when not to answer the phone.
TV has pretty much been a cesspool
of finger-pointing, half truths and
ridiculous promises. I did find that
paying an extra $4 for Hulu allows you to
watch your favorite shows the next day
will all commercials removed. In political
season, that’s pretty spectacular.
I guess I find myself wondering, after
all these months and hundreds of millions
of dollars spent on advertising and
campaigning stops, can anyone really still
be undecided and swayable in this caucus
cycle? Mostly I wonder what exactly
is the reason for all those candidates
holding strong at 1% to stay in the race?
I guess they’re just all hoping beyond
hope for a miracle come caucus day.
It’s really been a tale of two
caucuses. On the Democratic side,
you’ve got a two horse races with a third
guy hoping to be someone’s pick for a
vice-presidential running mate. On the
Republican side, you’ve basically got
a clown car of candidates each trying
to out-do each other to say something
extreme enough to get a minute in the
news cycle. I’m sorry if you think I’m just
a liberal ganging up on the Republicans.
I’m not trying to be, but I know my
dad, who once upon a time was the
head of the Dubuque Republican
Party, would be disgusted with what
has transpired in his party this year. I
have to think that safe, mainstream-ish
Republicans like Bush and Kasich have
to have been feeling pretty blind-sided
by what’s happened. I’m sure they
figured the nuts would have slid off
the sundae by now leaving the solid
and dependable vanilla candidates
beneath to remain by this point in
the race, but that hasn’t happened.
The nuts just keep getting bigger.
So this should be interesting. It sure
seems like Trump is going to run away
with Iowa and New Hampshire. He also
seems to have it in the bag across the
nation except for Texas and Minnesota.
Dubuque365.com

Bernie Sanders has apparently squeaked
ahead in Iowa and looks to be way out
front in New Hampshire, but looking past
those two states, Clinton is smoking’ him
in South Carolina and Minnesota and leads
safely nationally. Then again, depending
on the polls, Hillary might take Iowa, too.
It all ads up to a headache. If
you’re reading this after Monday, you
already know the answers, so I’ll just
stop talking about who’s gonna win.
What’s really important here is that
we’re all Iowans and despite being
sick and tired of the bombardment
of political ads, we actually have a
historically amazing opportunity that
no one else in America has. We get to
set the tone for the entire election. If
you’re even the slightest bit energetic,
you can probably go out and not
just see, but probably meet your
favorite candidate, maybe even all of
the candidates. Rick Santorum will
probably buy you lunch if you’ll actually
sit and listen to him for a few minutes.
Much the same way we take for
granted having this amazing wonder of
the world, the Mississippi River, running
through our front yard, so too do we take
for granted this incredible opportunity
and responsibility to be the litmus test
for the rest of the nation as to who will
be our next president. Usually many
weak campaigns sputter out and die in
Iowa before they even get a chance to go
nationwide. Not so much this year. They
just don’t seem to be getting the hint.
I’m am hoping very much that you
either will or already did participate
in the process and attend your local
caucus polling station. If not to support
a candidate you love, then just to
witness the political process in action.
On Tuesday, you will once again get to
see your favorite seed corn ads on TV
again, and your e-mail, and phones will
get so quiet you might think you need
to have it checked to make sure it’s not
broken. But on Monday, the nation—even
the world—will be looking at Iowa and
wanting to know what we have to say.
I think it would be great if they know
what we all have to say and not just
those who are foaming at the mourth
and steaming from the ears. Because it’s
not the extremists who represent what
most of us feel and it’s not loudest that
say what we think. If we’re going to have
the real voice of real Iowans carry across
America, then real Iowans, the ones with
their heads firmly on their shoulders
that are going to have to go the extra
mile, get out of the house on a Monday
night and go do something about it. n
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Events
Ongoing

Thursday, January 28
Everything Photography Workshop:
Indoor Sports

Winter Farmers Market
Saturdays: Now through April @ 9 AM–Noon
Colts Center
Started in 2007, the all-volunteer driven market
returns to the Colts Center (1101 Main St in
Dubuque), focusing on supporting our regional
food system, eating from our food shed yearround and providing annual funding to farmers
through our grant program. Great homemade
and baked goods, plus mat, cheese, eggs and,
yes, vegetables! For more information, visit
wintermarketdbq.com.

Galena Winter Farmers’ Market
Second Wednesday of each month:
Now through April @ 4–6 PM
Galena Center for the Arts (Galena, IL)
Devotees of fresh food and produce, baked
delicacies, hand created items, and sweet
“somethings” will not have to hibernate
this winter. All items sold at the market are
created, grown, or made locally. Galena Center
for the Arts is located at 219 Summit Street
in Galena, IL. Ample parking is available.
GalenaWinterMarket.com.

5:30–7:30 PM @ Everything Photography
In the “Indoor Sports” workshop we will be
learning how to capture great sports pictures
in challenging environments. Many parents,
grandparents, and sports enthusiasts find
themselves struggling with the combination
of fast action and low light. We will give
you solutions to help improve your sports
photography no matter what the environment.
To register or for more information, call
563-845-7207 or visit EveryPhotoStore.com.

Drink & Think
8 PM @ Murph’s Tap
Join us for Trivia and Bingo combined for an
entertaining night of fun and drinks!

Friday, January 29
Candidate Visit: Hillary Clinton
3:45 PM @ Five Flags Center
See what presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton
has to say before the Iowa Caucus. Doors will
open at 2:15 PM.

Town Hall with Marco Rubio
6:30 PM @ Hotel Julien Dubuque
See what presidential hopeful Marco Rubio has
to say before the Iowa Caucus. Doors open at
6 PM. Register required at eventbrite.com or at
the event.

Sherlock Holmes and the
Clocktower Mystery
Now through April 17
National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium
A terrible crime has been committed and
Victorian London’s most celebrated detective
needs your help to find out “whodunit”! This
interactive, wildly entertaining and very clever
murder-mystery will test your powers of
observation and deductive reasoning. You will
need your deerstalker and your thinking cap to
solve this baffling thriller. RiverMuseum.com.
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Mentor Dubuque Trivia Night: Let’s Rock
6:30–9:30 PM @ Knights of Columbus Hall
Get your team of 2–10 together for this fun night
of trivia! Wear your favorite 80s hair band attire
for a chance to win prizes. Prizes are also awarded
to the winning trivia team and their team name
will be added to the trivia trophy. Food and drinks
are available for purchase. Registration starts at

Dubuque365.com

Events
6:30 PM and trivia starts at 7 PM. Contact Kalyn at
563-845-0768 or kalyn.decker@hillcrest-fs.org
for more information or to register. Proceeds
benefit Mentor Dubuque.

Bernie Sanders Rally with Dr. Cornel West
7:30 PM @ Grand River Center
See what presidential hopeful Bernie Sanders
has to say before the Iowa Caucus. Doors open
at 6:30 PM.

DBQ Saints vs Sioux City Musketeers
7:35 PM @ Mystique Ice Center
The Dubuque Fighting Saints are fighting for
the Clarke Cup in the fiercely competitive USHL
Hockey League. The Saints battle Souix City
Musketeers on Friday, January 29, and it’s NHL
All-Star Weekend! On Friday, February 5, they
take on the Omaha Lancers, and it’s Mommies
and Minions night. On Saturday, February
6, they face Cedar Rapids RoughRiders, and
it’s Character Education Night. For tickets or
more information, call 563-583-6880 or visit
DubuqueFightingSaints.com.

Dubuque365.com

Roll Bounce Skate Party
8 PM–Midnight @ Skate Country
Calling all 60’s–00’s babies to the skate floor!
We have two special hosts for this event. Cost is
$7 and includes entrance and skates. There will
be a gift card raffle taking place after 10:30 PM.

Saturday, January 30

Guys in Ties
Ski with your Pooch: Skijoring Class

Everything Photography Workshop:
Studio Lighting and Posing
10 AM–Noon @ Everything Photography
In this workshop, Gary Fagan will be teaching
techniques for studio lighting and posing.
This is an intermediate level workshop and
it is required to be able to shoot in Manual
mode with a DSLR. Knowledge of studio
lighting is also recommended. Gary has been a
professional studio photographer for over 30
years and is well known in the Tri-State area
for his portrait photography. To register or for
more information, call 563-845-7207 or visit
EveryPhotoStore.com.

1 PM @ Galena’s Fever River Outfitters
Galena’s Fever River Outfitters invites dog
owners to join them for a two-hour class to learn
how to Skijore: a winter activity which combines
cross-country skiing with dog power. The skier is
attached to their dog with a belt and towline and
is pulled by the dog across the snow. Skijoring
is a sport which allows both human and canine
counterparts to exercise and enjoy the great
outdoors. Most dogs of medium size (30 pounds
and up) will be able to skijore if trained properly.
Cost for the class is just $15 per person. A rental
skijoring leash is available for an extra $15, but
it’s suggested that you bring your own dog. Make
reservations by calling Fever River Outfitters
Nordic Center at 815-776-5225. For more
information, visit feverriveroutfitters.com.

Candidate Visit: Donald J. Trump
1 PM @ Dubuque Regional Airport
See what presidential hopeful Donald Trump
has to say before the Iowa Caucus. Doors will
open at 11 AM.
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7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
The talented actors from the Quad Cities
Comedy Sportz are here to create a brand
new show right before your very eyes using
suggestions from you and your fellow audience
members. A Bell Tower favorite for ten
years, this is a show you don’t want to miss.
Tickets are $20. Call 563-588-3377 or visit
BellTowerTheater.net.

CSA: Community Supported Art
Call for Artists Submission Deadline
Dubuque Area Arts Collective
Over the last 20 years, Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) has become a popular way
for consumers to buy seasonal food directly
from local farms. With the same “buy local”
spirit in mind, Community Supported Art
supports local art, artists and collectors. We
are seeking artists to a launch our inaugural
CSA program. Interested consumers/collectors
will purchase a share (“subscription”), for a
box of locally produced artwork. For more
information, visit DAArtsCollective.com or
email DubuqueCSArt@gmail.com.
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University of Dubuque Celebrates

black history Month

During the month of February,
the University of Dubuque’s Office of
Multicultural Student Engagement and
the Black Student Union will co-host and
encourage participation in a calendar of

Wednesday, February 3

Mary Gatua, Ph.D.:
Bridging the Gap: A Conversation on
the Black Diaspora in America
6 PM @ UD Heritage Center Music Lab 304A
February 5–7

11th Annual Ebony Weekend Conference
4 PM @ UW-Platteville
Participants will explore other cultures
and discuss the problematic ideology of
color-blindness. For more information, visit
EbonyWeekend.weebly.com.

events celebrating Black History Month.
The following events are free and open
to the public. For more information,
please contact Kristi Lynch, director of
public information, at 563-589-3267. n

Wednesday, February 17

Black Love

6 PM @ UD Heritage Center Music Lab 304A
An attempt to define what black love is and to
dismiss the portrayal of black love portrayed
on reality television. Facilitated by the Black
Student Union.
Friday, February 19

Businesses For Us By Us (BFUBU)

Monday, February 8

11:30 AM–3 PM @ UD Heritage Center
2nd Floor Hallway
Learn about minority businesses from the
Tri-State area and gain insight into the unique
experiences of minority business owners.

7 PM @ UD Blades Chapel

Soul Food Dinner

Senator Lena Taylor Lecture:
Commitment to Education

Wednesday, February 24

6 PM @ Blades Chapel
Thursday, February 11

Comedy Duo: Frangela
9 PM @ UD Heritage Center Cyber Café
Sponsored by Student Activities Board

Friday, February 26

DJ Battle Party Featuring
DJ Malicious and DJ Boobah
9 PM @ Courtside Sports Bar & Grill

Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque

Community
Block Party
Friday, February 5 @ 4–7 pm
Roshek Building Lobby (700 Locust St)
The Community Foundation of
Greater Dubuque will host the fourth
annual Community Block Party.
Community members are invited
to meet and learn about 60 area
nonprofits and vote for their favorites.
Four winning nonprofits will receive
either a $1,000 grant or a Kindle Fire.
The YAPPERS, the youth philanthropy
board of the Community Foundation, will
also be offering the “Sweet Treats” cake
and cookie auction. Proceeds from the
auction will support 2016 YAPPERS grants
to youth-serving nonprofit organizations.
6
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At the beginning of the evening,
the Community Foundation will also
be announcing the recipients of its
Community Impact Grants, which
directly fund projects and programs
at local nonprofit organizations. The
Foundation has awarded a total of
$353,110 Community Impact Grants
since the program’s inception in 2004.
For more information, like
the Community Foundation of
Greater Dubuque on Facebook,
visit DBQFoundation.org or
call 563-588-2700. n
Dubuque365.com
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Sunday, January 31
Ignite Winter Retreat
1 PM @ Swiss Valley Nature Center (Peosta, IA)
Take some time to refresh and restore. First
we will retreat into the beauty and serenity of
nature with a winter hike. After the hike find
your center with a yoga class led by Ignite
Power Yoga Studio. Take some time for YOU
and join us! Call Ignite Power Yoga Studio at
563-231-7539 to register.

Monday, February 1
Tri-State Singles Euchre
6:15 PM @ Days Inn
Join Tri-State Singles for Euchre and socializing
at the Days Inn breakfast area at 1111 Dodge St
in Dubuque. This fun event is open to singles
age 40+. The cost to play is just $2.25. For
more information, Please contact Mari at
563-557-1445 or Jane at 608-778-4307.

DAAC Music Series
Call for High School Musicians Deadline
Dubuque Area Arts Collective
The DAAC Music Series, an affiliate of the Dubuque
Area Arts Collective, is accepting applicants
for Project 1, a music mentoring program for
high school students. Project 1 is intended for
students with some musical background and an
interest in group performance and songwriting.
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, February 10,

Dubuque365.com

and will be held weekly over a 12 week period,
with a final performance at a local music venue.
Instruments will be available for students without
their own. Interested students should email Rick
at cosmikdebris72@gmail.com by February 1 to
receive further information and consideration for a
space in the program. For more information, visit
DAArtsCollective.com.

Registration required. To register or for more
information, call 563-589-4225 and ask for the
Children’s Help Desk at extension 2228.

Wednesday, February 3
Rev-Oil-Union: Essential Oils Event

Tuesday, February 2
Toddler Tuesday: V is for Vixen!
10–11 AM @ National Mississippi River Museum
& Aquarium
This program is for children ages 2 to 4 years
old. Each month features a new theme and
fun activities, including a story and craft
project too! Cost is $5 per child and FREE
for the one accompanying adult or guardian
(cost is for program only, regular admission
not included). Advance sign-up is required.
Please call 563-557-9545 ext. 212 or email
sstewart@rivermuseum.com.

Creative Kids Maker Club:
Marshmallow Catapults
4 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
Come build a catapult and see who can vault
their marshmallows the farthest! Creative
Kids After-School Maker Club is a club which
explores STEM and technology in fun and
engaging ways. This club runs twice a month on
Tuesdays at 4 PM and is for children ages 7–11.

Lunch ‘n Learn:
Thinking About a Rain Garden?
12:15–12:45 PM @ Multicultural Family Center
Reducing rain run-off by planting native plants in
a rain garden will be the subject of this Lunch ‘n
Learn. Dubuque County Master Gardener Doug
Cheever will help you avoid common gardening
mistakes. Doug will also be sharing great
resources for rain garden designs and How-to
manuals for homeowners. Lunch ‘n Learns
are intended to provide a snap-shot of what is
happening in the garden from month to month,
and the possibilities are endless. Attendees
are encouraged to bring their own lunch and
learn about gardening, the first Wednesday
of every month. Registration is not required,
walk-ins are welcome. This program is FREE.
Contact Horticulture Educator Laura Klavitter:
klavitte@iastate.edu or 563-583-6496 to
request a topic or for more details.

Issue #257

7 PM @ Grand River Center
Join the Authentic Oils Revolution and learn
from experts on how Authentic Essential Oils
can make 2016 the year you become a happier,
healthier, you! Come early to sample products,
smell and play with our authentic essential
oils and receive a FREE BioTracker reading and
metabolic assessment from certified IN.FORM
Coaches. You can register in advance for $10 by
calling 1-800-223-8225 and you’ll get a $40
goodie bag. You can also drop in and pay $10 at
the door but the goodie bag is not included.

Fine and Performing Arts Faculty Recital
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
Featuring performances by University of
Dubuque music and theatre faculty members
Bang Lang Do, Amy Ressler, Wendy Hinman,
Dr. Nicholas Bratcher, Jill Klinebriel, Robin
Gravert, Margaret Ruf, Marcia Martin, Wes
Luke, and James Sherry. The recital is free of
charge, but a ticket is required and available
at the Farber Box office in Heritage Center,
by calling 563-585-SHOW; or online at
DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

January 28–February 10, 2016
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John F. Haught Lecture

“Evolution and Faith:
What
is at Stake?”
Thursday, February 11 @ 7:30 pm

Clarke Univeristy Jansen Music Hall (1550 Clarke Dr)
Darwinian Theory seems to challenge
religious trust in a providential God
who purposefully creates, influences
and eternally cares for the world.
Traditional Christian thought had no
knowledge of biological evolution,
although theologians were certainly
aware of the suffering of humans
and other living beings. Evolutionary
science vastly extends the story of
life and life’s suffering (and creativity
as well) beyond those of traditional
theological awareness. Haught asks
the question, “After Darwin can we
come to an understanding of God that
is both consistent with biblical faith
and at the same time fully open to the
findings of evolutionary biology?”
Haught is a distinguished research
professor of Theology at Georgetown
University, and his area of specialization
is systematic theology, with a particular
interest in issues pertaining to science,
cosmology, evolution, ecology and
religion. He has authored 20 books
and numerous articles and reviews.
He lectures internationally on many
issues related to science and religion.

In 2004, he testified for the plaintiffs in
the Harrisburg, Pa., “Intelligent Design”
trial (Kitzmiller et al. vs. Dover Board
of Education) and in 2008 received
a “Friend of Darwin Award” from the
National Center for Science Education.
The Schemmel Endowed Lecture
program is additionally supported
by Humanities Iowa and National
Endowment for the Humanities.
Admission is free. For more
information, contact the Clarke
University Marketing and Communication
Office at 563-588-6318. n

2016
Ice Golf Classic
saturday, february 13 @ 8 am
Mid-Town Marina
(285 5th St, East Dubuque, IL)

The Annual Ice Golf Classic is a
great time for all involved; however, it is
much more than just a great memory.
Join 200 of your favorite friends for
18 holes of golf (with tennis balls) on
a frozen marina at MidTown Marina in
East Dubuque. Your foursome can be
the serious golfers or the team that
has never golfed a day in their life.
You will be playing on a solid ice
course, so dress for the weather and
dress to impress. There is a very
competitive costume contest. And don't
forget a sled to carry your golf clubs!
This year we will have both a costume
and sled competition and for the first
time, an overall themed creation.
We will have food and beverages and
silent auction to help in your fun. All the
proceeds generated from the event help
support the before, after and summer
school programming at St. Mark Youth
Enrichment (St Mark). Your participation
will provide educational support and
a safe place during out of school time
8
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to more than 400 area students. This
includes a safe and healthy place to be.
In the event of a cancellation, all
registration fees are 100% refundable.
However, if you allow us to retain
your registration fee as a donation to
the organization, all gifts go directly
to programming and are eligible
for tax credit as SMYE is an IRS 501
(c) (3) sanctioned organization
Register online today at
StMarkYouthEnrichment.org. For
more information, please call Beth at
563-582-6211 ext 102 or email her at
bmcgorry@stmarkyouthenrichment.org.
Grab your argyle and ear muffs and
head to Mid-Town Marina to support
St. Mark Youth Enrichment! n
Dubuque365.com
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Thursday, February 4
Letting Go!
4–6 PM @ Center of I Am
In the game of life, the person with the most
stuff wins, right? Maybe not. Too frequently we
hold onto the wrong stuff. It’s time to let go.
Learn how to pick through your life contents
and discern what has worth and what should
be tossed. Facilitated by Candace Croft. $25
in advance or $30 at the door. Pre-register by
calling 563-556-8888.

Friday, February 5

Book Signing: Heather Gudenkauf
5:30 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Join us as we celebrate the release of Missing
Pieces, the fifth novel by Dubuque author Heather
Gudenkauf. Sarah Quinlan’s husband, Jack, has
been haunted for decades by the untimely death
of his mother. Follow along as she uncovers earthshattering secrets about her husband’s family in
this chilling page-turner. For more information,
visit RiverLights.com or call 563-556-4391.

at $23 for adults and $12 for children. Kids 12
and under are free! Tickets are available at the
Five Flags Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets
(1-800-745-3000), and Ticketmaster.com,
Ticket prices do not include possible facility and
convenience fees. For more information, visit
FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center
Vanya and his adopted sister Sonia live a
quiet life in Pennsylvania, but their peace
is disturbed when movie star sister Masha
returns unannounced with her 20-something
boy toy Spike. Thus, a weekend of rivalry,
regret and raucousness begins! With satiric
bite, Durang takes Chekovian themes and
characters and puts them in a blender!
Note: Some Adult Language. Presented by
Fly-By-Night Productions. Tickets are $16
and available at the Five Flags Box Office, all
Ticketmaster outlets (1-800-745-3000), and
Ticketmaster.com, Ticket prices do not include
possible facility and convenience fees. For
more information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

DBQ Saints vs Omaha Lancers
7:35 PM @ Mystique Ice Center

Galena Mardi Gras Weekend
6 PM @ Downtown Galena, IL
Downtown Galena, Ill. brings Bourbon Street to
the Midwest February 5–6 with a fun-packed
Mardi Gras weekend full of music, festivities and
beads. Pub crawl on Friday at 6 p.m. starts at the
Green St. Tavern. Follow the tunes of the Wundo
Band to the Galena Brewing Co. End the night with
a festive drink across the street at Miss Kitty’s
Grape Escape. Saturday’s snow sculpting contest
starts at 10 a.m. in Washington Park. Mardi Gras
Parade on Main Street at 5:30 p.m. followed by the
Masquerade Ball at the Galena Brewing Co. from 8
to 11 p.m. Enjoy food, drinks and some oldfashioned New Orleans blues, jazz and funk from
The Smiley Tillmon Band. For more information,
visit VisitGalena.org or call 815-776-9200.

3rd Annual Winter Bar X Games
8 PM @ Sundown Mountain Resort
To kickoff the Winter X-Games, Sundown is
having some games of their own... The 3rd Annual
Bar-X Games that is! Register 7:30–8 p.m. in the
North Lodge Bar. $10 to enter. Includes games,
prizes, and fun! 2016 THEME: GOODWILL! Head
to your local Goodwill and find the best outfit in
the store. Dress up to earn points and prizes!

Saturday, February 6
Galena Mardi Gras Weekend
10 AM @ Downtown Galena, IL

Chinese New Year Spring Festival 2016

Dubuque Big Time Bull Riding
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center
Enjoy bull riding on two nights: February 5
and 6! Forty of the top bull riders match up
with bucking bull power for eight seconds
of glory and an adrenaline rush for fans! The
Gold Buckle Ticket includes: prime seating in
the first two rows, a “behind the chutes” tour,
and a Q&A and signing session. Don’t miss
the best bull riding in the state! Tickets start
Dubuque365.com

1–3 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Come celebrate the Chinese Spring Festival
and Year of the Monkey with performances of
Lion Dance, Kung Fu, Folk dance and traditional
music. Tickets are available at the Confucius
Institute, Royce Hall, Room 107. For more
information, call 608-342-1491.

DBQ Saints vs CR RoughRiders
7:05 PM @ Mystique Ice Center

Dubuque Big Time Bull Riding
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center
Issue #257
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The
Vagina Monologues
A Fundraiser for Riverview Center of Dubuque and

The Sexual Assault Response Teams of Dubuque and Clayton County
Saturday, February 13 @ 7:30 PM
The Smokestack (62 E 7th St)
Get ready for a night filled
with empowerment...followed by
frolicking, pandemonium, and
general revelry and support the
Riverview Center of Dubuque and
The Sexual Assault Response Teams
of Dubuque and Clayton County
at The Smokestack in Dubuque!
The Vagina Monologues is made up
of monologues dealing with aspects
of the feminine experience and the
message of female empowerment.
Before The Vagina Monologues, the
famous belly dance troupe UNDA will
perform at 7:30 PM. Doors open at 6 PM
and The Vagina Monologues begins at
8 PM. Food and craft cocktails will be
available for purchase. The Dubuque
Bomb Squad will be taking tickets for
the show, silent auction, and raffles.

Get a raffle ticket for every gentlyused bra you donate! The bras go to Free
The Girls, a non-profit organization that
provides job opportunities for survivors
of sex trafficking in developing countries.
Tickets are $15 in advance and $20
at the door. Purchase tickets directly
from The Smokestack Thursday through
Sunday or call Lori Theisen (563-213-3731)
or Jenni Snedden (920-450-5960).
All proceeds from ticket sales,
auction, and raffle will be donated to
The Riverview Center of Dubuque and
The Sexual Assault Response Teams
(SART) of Dubuque and Clayton County.
Seating is limited. Come early
to snag a seat, bid on silent auction
items, purchase raffle tickets, drink,
eat, donate and support sexual assault
and domestic violence survivors! n

Fifth Annual
Valentine’s
Day Dinner
Sunday, February 14 @ 5:30–8:30 PM

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium (350 E 3rd St)
The National Mississippi River Museum
& Aquarium sets the mood for romance
this Valentine’s Day on Sunday, February
14. The Museum & Aquarium is hosting
its 5th annual Valentine’s Day candlelit
dinner. Don’t miss the opportunity
to dine within a truly unique aquatic
atmosphere from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The menu begins with an appetizer
of florentine-stuffed mushroom cap
served on a warm bed of couscous,
then roasted red pepper and gouda
bisque and a caprese salad. Each guest
can then choose between Medallions of
beef tenderloin with a shrimp skewer
or a tuscan ratatouille tart (vegetarian),
all served with brown butter gnocchi
and roaster vegetables. And finish it
10
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off with a petite dessert tray for two.
Gluten free options available, just ask
when making reservations. There will
be a cash bar with a complimentary
Glass of champagne and coffee.
Reservations are required for
this exciting event; please RSVP by
calling the Museum & Aquarium at
563-557-9545, ext. 201. Cost is $50 per
person. Couples, singles, and groups are
welcome. Parents can enjoy their quiet
dinner in the Mississippi River Center
while staff-supervised programming is
provided for children across campus at
the National River Center. The children’s
program is free for members and only
$5 per child for non-members. n
Dubuque365.com
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Sunday, February 7

Monday, February 8

19th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration
6–8:30 PM @ UW-P Ullsvik Hall (Platteville, WI)
Join the French Club in celebrating Mardi gras
on February 9th from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in Velzy
Commons. Admission is free and the event is
open to the public. Free food, games, prizes,
life-size chess set, live music, and, of course
free beads for all! Costumes encouraged, so
don’t be shy about wearing your Mardi Gras
best! For more information, call 608-342-1491.

Senator Lena Taylor Lecture:
Commitment to Education

Flea Market & Antique Show
8 AM–3 PM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds
Pickers, collectors, antique lovers and flea
marketers!! Join us at the Dubuque Flea
Market & Antique Show, held at the Dubuque
County Fairgrounds. Antiques, retro art, old
school mementos, collectibles, and plenty
of new merchandise for that perfect items
… it’s all there at the Dubuque Flea Market
& Antique Show. A tradition started in the
1960s, the Dubuque Flea Market features a
range of exhibitors, collectors and dealers
showing a variety of antiques and hard-tofind collectibles. This is a great place to learn
more about your favorite kind of antiques or
make contacts with other collectors who share
your passion for finding that special item. Call
815-747-7745 for more information.

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
2 PM @ Five Flags Center

Dubuque365.com

7 PM @ UD Blades Chapel
The event is free and open to the public. In
2004, Wisconsin State Senator Lena Taylor
became the fifth African-American and only
the second African-American woman to serve
in that legislative body. In 2012, she became the
first African-American woman to be appointed
co-chair of the Joint Committee on Finance and
only the second African-American to hold the
position. A life-long Milwaukee resident, Senator
Taylor still lives in the block she grew up on. She
frequently visits schools, youth development
programs, and churches, spreading her message
of responsible decision making, commitment
to education, social and economic justice
and ambitious pursuit of dreams. For further
information, contact Kristi Lynch, director of
public information, at 563-589-3267.

Tuesday, February 9
Baby + Me Tours
9 AM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Babies and their caregivers are welcome to
participate in a 30-minute tour of Museum
exhibitions. Baby + Me Tours are offered the
second and fourth Tuesday of the month. Space
is limited; advanced registration is required.
Visit DBQArt.com/events.

Wednesday, February 10

Young at Art
2–2:45 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Every second and fourth Tuesday, toddlers ages
3–5, accompanied by a parent or grandparent,
are invited to the Museum to create art. Come
dressed to get messy. Each session is free for
Museum members and $5 for non-members.
All supplies are furnished. For more information
or to enroll a student, contact Margaret Buhr at
563-557-1851 or MBuhr@DBQArt.com.

Night in N’awlins
5:30–8 PM @ National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium
Shake off the winter blues at the Museum
Store’s New Orleans party featuring wine
tastings, live music, free treats. cash bar, and
discounts on all Museum Store purchases! $5
for members and $8 for non-members. Night in
N’awlins is an after-hours event for adults. Must
be 21 years old to attend.
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Grain Magazine Submission Deadline
Dubuque Area Arts Collective
Grain Magazine is soliciting contributing
writers to educate and inform the local and
regional community about its dynamic and
wide-ranging art scene. Submissions may
be in the form of essays and opinion pieces,
interviews, artist/gallery/organization
features, or any other format that highlights
the arts in Dubuque and the area (within 200
miles of Dubuque) - 2000 word limit. Email
GrainDBQ@gmail.com for more details on
submissions. Visit DAArtsCollective.com or
call 563-580-9888 for more information.
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Jeff Lenhart’s You Inspire Me Series welcomes

“Napkin
Notes” Author Garth Callaghan
Thursday, February 18 @ 7 PM
Hotel Julien Dubuque (200 Main St)

The “You Inspire Me Series” welcomes the celebrated
author of Napkin Notes: Make Lunch Meaningful, Life
Will Follow, Garth Callaghan, to Dubuque... including
a featured FREE public presentation at Hotel Julien
Dubuque, tentatively scheduled for 7 PM that evening.
This event is the first in a new series of nationally
recognized inspirational authors and personalities
invited to our community by Jeff Lenhart, an
inspirational Dubuquer in his own right. The series
is made possible thanks to the generous support
of the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque,
Hotel Julien Dubuque and 365ink Magazine.
Garth has been diagnosed with cancer four times
in the past three years, once with prostate cancer, the
other three times with kidney cancer. He is currently
under treatment and battling metastatic kidney cancer.
When his daughter Emma was in kindergarten, Garth
started to write an inspirational note on a napkin and tuck
it away in her lunch box. When he was diagnosed with
cancer a third time, he was worried he may not live to
see Emma graduate from high school. But he wanted to
continue the napkin note tradition. So he set out to write
all of the notes Emma would need to see her through to
graduation, just in case. He wrote 826 napkin notes in all.
Today they’re stored in a special box for safe keeping.

Garth’s book, Napkin Notes: Make Lunch Meaningful,
Life Will Follow, was been published by HarperCollins
and has been optioned to be a Major Motion Picture
by Reese Witherspoon through New Line Cinema.
Garth lives with his wife of 18 years, Lissa, and Emma
in Virginia. He wakes up each day looking to inspire
other parents to write napkin notes to their children,
and to inspire cancer patients to fight and live well!
More details will be coming soon about Mr Calaghan’s
visit and the continuation of the series itself, including
the availability of copies of Garth’s fantastic book.
Proceeds from the sale of Garth’s book through this
event will support the Compass to Care Foundation,
a local charity that helps children with cancer travel
to receive the treatment they need. Stay tuned to
365ink Magazine or follow updates in the series at
Facebook.com/youinspiremedbq or youinspireme.life. n

365
Impact Awards
Tuesday, March 1 @ 7 pm

Diamond Jo Casino Mississippi Moon Bar (301 Bell St)
The 365 Impact Awards, sponsored by The
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque and
Premier Bank, return for the seventh big year to the
Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo Casino on
Tuesday, March 1 at 7 PM (doors open at 6 PM). The
event is FREE and everyone is welcome to attend. Live
music will kick off the night from 6:30–7 PM. There are
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. Let’s fill
the place up and make them have to open the balcony!
But first, we have to make some tough decisions
among all of those in the community who deserve a little
piece of the spotlight this year! That’s where you come in.
Award categories can vary but have traditionally
included: Arts, Community Pride, Dining, Family, Health,
Historic Preservation, Inclusion, Media, Music, Nightlife,
Non-Profit Excellence, Sports/Recreation, Sustainability,
Volunteerism, and Youth Advocacy. Don’t let this list limit
your thoughts but spur it! You can nominate anyone or
any group or business for anything they did in the last
year. If you think it was a great idea, even if it didn’t work,
we want to know about it. Our team will fight it out over
the nominees that are suggested through Facebook
(Facebook.com/dubuque365) and other means (email
bryce@dubuque365.com) and select this year’s winners.
365 is once again appreciative of the support of
The Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque, an
organization so in-line with the concept of making a
community impact that their own grant program awards
are, in fact, called Community Impact Grants. They provide
funding to people and organizations with the next big ideas
to make positive change in Dubuque. By joining with 365,
12
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they share in the backend of that concept, awarding those
whose impact was truly felt. And like 365ink, their staff is in
touch on a daily basis with so many local impact-makers.
When it comes to partners who understand what it
is that 365ink is all about, Premier Bank is at the top of
the list. Supporting the community initiatives of 365 for
more than a decade, Premier Bank has joined the Impact
Awards team to help us create an event worthy of the
great people, businesses and organizations it celebrates.
They have always supported great arts and cultural events
in the community, especially those brave souls who create
new and exciting opportunities for Tri-staters to connect
to the arts. You’ll find a great and robust dedicated fine
arts section in every other issue of 365ink Magazine
thanks to Premier Bank’s support of their local arts.
The mission at 365ink is to help connect people to
relationships, opportunity and the best possible living
experience in our community. The 365 Impact Award is for
those who choose to make an effort to Impact the world
around them 365 days a year. It’s meant for those who
believe in our community and are willing to do something
to make it better for everyone. It’s not about being
the biggest fish in the pond or touching the most lives
with your efforts. From massive festivals to individuals
changing the lives of handful of others, we are thrilled to
celebrate the passions of those who choose to “DO.”
The overwhelming response to past 365 Impact
Awards shows was more than we at 365 had ever
expected. In fact, we still hear from our winners that
receiving the Impact Award has helped them recruit
members, grow their business, motivate their teams
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and for almost all of them that it just felt great to know
that the community appreciates their hard work.
Mark your calendar for Tuesday evening, March 1, at
7 PM for the 2016 edition of the 365 Impact Awards show
at the Mississippi Moon Bar. This is a free event open
to the public. However, you must be 21 years of age to
attend. It’s a crazy fun night of celebrating ourselves and
our community and you don’t want to miss it. Besides,
it’s a Tuesday night. You’re not busy, we promise. n
Dubuque365.com
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Thursday, February 11
6–7 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
A book group for foodies! We will discuss “Best
Food Writing”.

Driftless.” Cost: $45/person, $75/couple.
Tickets should be bought at Swiss Valley Nature
Center (13606 Swiss Valley Rd), limited number
available. This dinner is a fundraiser for building
new interactive displays at the nature center and
will include a small silent auction.

Social Game Night

Sweetheart Night

6–8 PM @ The Smokestack
Come have fun reviving your favorite board,
card, or any social game. Sponsored by Dubuque
Transgender this is an all inclusive community
event. Many games should be going throughout
the evening, play as you want, meet new people,
have fun, and help make this event a new social
gathering for diversity and inclusiveness in
Dubuque. This event will recur every second
Thursday of each month. Spread the word.
The Smokestack is located at 62 East 7th St in
downtown Dubuque and offers a late night
menu! Find more at SmokestackDBQ.com.

6:30–8:30 PM @ Hurstville Interpretive Center
(Maquoketa, IA)
With over a mile of trails to stroll in our restored
prairie, you can take time to be with your loved
one this Valentine’s Day. Our naturalist staff has
fun activities lined up for the little ones inside,
so you can enjoy a peaceful evening under the
stars. Light refreshments provided.

Chow Bella Book Group

Animals of Africa Presented by
Mark Wagner
7 PM @ EB Lyons Interpretive Center
Mark Wagner is the Director of Education for
the National Mississippi River Museum &
Aquarium. He has been an environmental
educator and conservationist for over 30 years,
a natural resource manager, and living history
demonstrator. Wagner served a three year
term in the Peace Corps, working in agricultural
programs and in a 250,000 acre national park
in West Africa. He has twice returned to Africa
for special assignments. Mark will present a
program on Africa, mainly focusing on wildlife
in both East and West Africa and the work he
did in the game park in the 70’s as a Peace
Corps Volunteer. Any and all ages are welcome
to attend this free program sponsored by
Dubuque Audubon Society. Call 563-556-6745
with any questions.

Inspiring People Series: Michelle Ernsdorff
7–8:15 PM @ Inspire Café
Michelle M. Ernsdorff is an entrepreneur
and marketing expert and founder of
Compass to Care, The Mike & Sandy Ernsdorff
Childhood Cancer Foundation. These monthly
presentations are offered as informal and
intimate exchanges for the open-hearted and
curious. Inspiring People Series presentations
are FREE. Find us at 955 Washington St in
Dubuque or at Inspire-Cafe.com.

Friday, February 12
Driftless Dinner
6–9 PM @ Swiss Valley Nature Center (Peosta, IA)
We will have a catered dinner by Mary Cavanaugh
and view the documentary “Mysteries of the
Dubuque365.com

Jay Owenhouse The Authentic Illusionist
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center
Jay Owenhouse’s new show is a theatrical event
where audiences not only witness the
magic—they experience it! Float in mid air! Get
sawed in half! Predict the future! The show also
features Jay’s new Bengal tigers Shekinah,a
stunning royal white tiger, and her sister Sheena,
a beautiful orange bengal! Tickets start at $29
and are available at the Five Flags Box Office, all
Ticketmaster outlets (1-800-745-3000), and
Ticketmaster.com, Ticket prices do not include
possible facility and convenience fees. For more
information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
Performance dates: February 12, 13, 19 and 20
at 7:30 p.m. and February 14 at 2 p.m. Perfect
for Valentine’s Day this musical celebration of
the mating game takes on the truths and myths
behind that contemporary conundrum known
as “the relationship,” exploring the journey
from dating and waiting to love and marriage
and revealing the agonies and triumphs of
in-laws and newborns, trips in the family car
and pick-up techniques of the geriatric set.
This hilarious revue pays tribute to those
who have loved and lost and to those who
have dared to ask, “Say, what are you doing
Saturday night?” Adult themes and language.
Parental discretion advised. Purchase tickets
at the Grand Opera House Box Office (135 8th
St), by calling 563-588-1305 or by visiting
TheGrandOperaHouse.com

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center

DBQ Saints vs Muskegon Lumberjacks
7:35 PM @ Mystique Ice Center
Issue #257
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Global Perspectives
Leadership Award:
Accepting
Applications
Deadline: Monday, March 2 @ 5 PM
The Thomas Determan Global
Perspectives Leadership Award was
established in 2013 to recognize
outstanding high school seniors who
have demonstrated behaviors focused
on “thinking globally and acting locally.”
Specifically, the Award seeks to educate
applicants and others of the themes of
global education. Global Perspectives
Education is defined as “the interrelated
nature of conditions, issues, trends,
processes and events affecting the
quality of life on the planet Earth.”
Scholarships are available to
graduating high school seniors from
the East Dubuque, Dubuque, Wahlert
Catholic, Beckman Catholic, Galena,
Southwest Wisconsin and Western
Dubuque districts and home-schooled
within these districts. Any student
planning to attend community college,
trade or technical school, four-year
college or university, or school focused on
the creative arts is eligible. The top award
for scholarship grants for the 2015–2016

academic year will be $1000. At least
three scholarships will be awarded. The
award is for one year only. Details and
information about the online application
can be found at TDGlobal.org.
Thomas Determan devoted his
career as a teacher in the Dubuque
public schools to educating sociallyconscious and curious future leaders
who approach their lives from a global
perspective. Determan said that this
scholarship is for “...people who see
themselves as visionaries, pioneers, and
paradigm shifters.” Although Determan
passed away in 2014, his words and
actions continue to inspire students
and teachers to learn about the world
around them. The Thomas Determan
Global Perspectives Endowment is
managed by Determan’s family, friends,
colleagues, and former students who
are dedicated to continuing his legacy
and ensuring that students in the
Dubuque region reach their potential
as leaders in the global community. n

Saturday, February 13
Everything Photography Workshop:
Finding Exposure
10 AM–Noon @ Everything Photography
The “Finding Exposure” workshop will cover
the basics of using a DSLR in manual mode.
This will cover settings such as shutter speed,
aperture and ISO. We will cover what these
settings actually are, why they matter, and how
to use them in photography. To register or for
more information, call 563-845-7207 or visit
EveryPhotoStore.com.

Divine Word College: Lunar New Year
3 PM @ Divine Word College (Epworth, IA)
“Year of the Monkey” will officially kick off at
Divine Word College’s annual Lunar New Year
celebration. A limited number of free tickets are
available at Divine Word College now. Tickets
are available for pick-up at the college only.
There is a maximum of five tickets per person. A
memorable combination of multicultural liturgy,
food and entertainment, DWC’s Lunar New Year
will have lion dancing, comedy and music. Freewill offerings accepted. For more information,
call 563-876-3353 or email info@dwci.edu.

Buddy tells the tale of the musical icon’s rise
to fame and his final performance before
his tragic death. This national tour has never
been in Dubuque, so you won’t want to miss
it! Tickets start at $30 and are available at the
Five Flags Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets
(1-800-745-3000), and Ticketmaster.com,
Ticket prices do not include possible facility and
convenience fees. For more information, visit
FiveFlagsCenter.com.
The Buddy Holly Dance is from 8 p.m. to
midnight. Take part in the Peggy Sue Look-ALike contest, the best dressed couple contest,
or the Dance Contest. Classic Hits 107.5 will
provide the music. Advanced tickets are
available at the Fairgrounds office or from Corp
Members for just $5. You may also purchase
tickets the day of the dance at the door for $7.

Sunday, February 14
I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
2 PM @ Grand Opera House

Buddy Holly Weekend—
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story
2 PM @ Five Flags Center

DBQ Saints vs Muskegon Lumberjacks

English Afternoon Tea

7:05 PM @ Mystique Ice Center

2–4 PM @ Inspire Café
Spend your Valentine’s Day relaxing and
enjoying the ambiance while embracing a
three-tiered arrangement of finger sandwiches,
scones, and seasonal desserts. Choose from a
selection of exceptional teas and perhaps enjoy
a glass of champagne or mimosa. Welcome
to all! Valentine’s Day Tea Edition is welcome
to couples, families, groups, or singles.
Reservations required in advance. Call Inspire
Café to reserve your table at 563-583-8338

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Center

Buddy Holly Weekend—Buddy: The
Buddy Holly Story & Buddy Holly Dance

Shamrock Imports
Tour of Ireland
June 22–July 2

Flags February 13 and 14 and the Buddy Holly
Dance at the Dubuque County Fairgrounds on
February 13. Bring your dance ticket to Five
Flags to receive $5 off your admission making
the dance free to attend!

Five Flags Center & DBQ CO Fairgrounds
Make it a Buddy Holly Weekend with Five Flags
Center and The East Dubuque Drum Corps
with Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story at Five

Now taking reservations!

Judy and Mike Siegert from Shamrock
Imports are hosting an unforgettable
journey to the Emerald Isle! That’s Ireland
to you and me. Join these seasoned Irish
travel hosts for an itinerary that presents
all of the wonders of Ireland with excellent
hotels, top-class visits and plenty of fun.
The tour includes round-trip
transportation from Dubuque Ireland
via Are Lingus, luxury motor coach,
five fantastic hotels, 9 breakfasts and
7 dinners, guided tours of Drogheda,
Derry, Belfast and Dublin, and visits
to historic Cong, Titanic Belfast,
Giants Causeway, Bushmills Distillery,
Donegal Castle, Slieve League Cliffs,
14
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Clonmacnoise and Guinness Storehouse.
Even take a cruise on Lough Corrib.
Land price is $2295 per person and
Land and Air price is $3450. Single room
supplement is $500 and travel protection
plans are optional at $189 per person. No
hidden fees or extras. It’s all included.
Experience the warmth and charm of
the Irish people and immerse yourself
in a richness of ancient Celtic heritage
with hosts who really know their stuff.
Secure your place with a $250 deposit
now. For more information or to register,
contact Judy at Shamrock Imports at
563-583-5000 or stop in a see her at
391 Bluff St. in Cable Car Square. n
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Now Showing @ Mindframe Theaters
Friday, January 29–Thursday, February 4

Coming to Theaters
Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG)

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (PG-13)

Friday, January 29
When the supernatural villain Kai begins to
sweep across China defeating all the kung fu
masters, Po must do the impossible-learn to train
a village full of his fun-loving, clumsy brethren to
become the ultimate band of Kung Fu Pandas!

Friday, February 5
A zombie outbreak has fallen upon the land
in Jane Austen’s classic tale of the tangled
relationships between lovers from different
social classes in 19th century England.

Jane Got a Gun (R)

Friday, February 5
Joel and Ethan Coen write and direct an
all-star comedy set during the latter years of
Hollywood’s Golden Age, following a single
day in the life of a studio fixer who is presented
with plenty of problems to fix. Starring Josh
Brolin, George Clooney, Ralph Fiennes, Jonah
Hill, Scarlett Johansson, Frances McDormand,
Tilda Swinton and Channing Tatum.

Friday, January 29
Natalie Portman stars in this western
concerning a woman who has to defend
her home against a group of outlaws. Ewan
McGregor and Joel Edgerton co-star.

Finest Hours (PG-13)
Friday, January 29
A daring 1952 Coast Guard rescue off the New
England seaboard comes to the screen in this
Disney film.

Fifty Shades of Black (R)
Friday, January 29
This Wayans Brothers spoof parodies the ultrapopular novel/film series Fifty Shades of Grey.

MOVIE BUZZ

Deadline is reporting that the director
McG, who last tackled the quickly
forgotten Costner vehicle 3 Days to Kill, is
in talks to helm Masters of the Universe,
Sony’s long-planned re-do of the 1987
He-Man movie based on that cartoon
made to sell space-barbarian toys.
Marco Polo star Benedict Wong
is joining Benedict Cumberbatch in
Marvel’s Doctor Strange. It’s said Wong
will, logically, play Wong, Strange’s
sidekick and “manservant,” which maybe
we can update to at least “valet” or
“personal assistant” or something.
The three Avatar sequels, which
Cameron plans to shoot in tandem,
haven’t actually started shooting yet;
work is apparently still being done on
soundstage construction, and there
is not a set production start date. So
obviously, the Christmas 2017 release
date has been scrapped. Sorry geeks.
John C. Reilly and Steve Coogan
are going to star in a Laurel & Hardy
Dubuque365.com

555 JFK Road
Behind Kennedy Mall
mindframetheaters.com
Hotline: 563-582-4971

Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG)
Fri–Thu: (11:30 AM), (1:50), (4:05),
6:45, 10:00

Dirty Grandpa (R)
Fri–Thu: (12:10), (2:30), (4:55), 7:35,
9:55

The 5th Wave (PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (11:10 AM), (1:40), (4:10),
7:00, 9:30

The Revenant (R)
Fri–Thu: (12:30), (3:45), 6:50, 10:00

The Boy (PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (11:50 AM), (2:10), (4:45),
7:25, 9:40

Star Wars: The Force Awakens
(PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (12:20), (3:30), 7:10, 10:00

Hail, Caesar! (PG-13)

The Choice (PG-13)
Friday, February 5
After a whirlwind courtship, Gabby and Travis
wed and build a family together, making every
decision hand-in-hand until one of them is
forced to make the most important choice of
their life alone.

movie. According to Deadline, the
duo have signed on to play the comic
duo in Stan & Ollie, which, rather than
going the straight biopic route, will
reportedly focus on an aged Laurel
and Hardy embarking on a sparsely
attended but well-received 1953 tour
that sees “long buried ghosts, coupled
with Oliver’s failing health, start to
threaten their precious partnership.”
Sex Tape and Bad Teacher director
Jake Kasdan has come on to direct
Sony’s wildly unnecessary Jumanji
remake. There’s not yet a cast in place
to trample over your memories of Robin
Williams, but the film does already have
a Christmas Day release planned.
Guillermo del Toro has suddenly
emerged as the frontrunner to direct
Scary Stories To Tell in the Dark.
Following the news he may direct
the remake of Fantastic Voyage, del
Toro is apparently now retreating
to his spooky wheelhouse. n
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“Where
can Art make a difference?!”
Exhibition by Clarke alumni Jason Scott ’02 and Shana Meshbesher

Show: January 29 through February 14
Reception: Friday, January 29 @ 5–8 PM
Clarke University Quigley Gallery
(1550 Clarke Dr)

Dismaland Bemusement Park was a temporary art
exhibit put on by the international street artist Banksy in
England in 2015. It put a sinister twist on Disneyland via
an apocalyptic theme park “not suitable for children.”
It featured a dingy Disney-like castle and a derelict
seaside swimming resort. The 2.5-acre exhibit, featuring
Bansky and more than 50 artists, was based on the
theme of anti-consumerism, and pointed social critiques
on celebrity culture, immigration and law enforcement.
Clarke alumni Jason Scott ’02 and Shana
Meshbesher attended Dismaland Bemusement
Park, what some call the single most important art
show of their generation, in fall 2015. In response,
they have created a photographic reflection: part
spectacle, part charity as they ask: Where can art
make a difference? The artists suggest their work is
a “street alley meets humanity-crime-investigation”
installation. This tongue-in-cheek response will
feature a display of hundreds of photos and one

life-size, stainless steel sculpture. A portion of
proceeds from items sold will benefit local charities.
The Quigley Gallery is open noon to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday; 1–5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Admission is free. For more information,
contact the Clarke University Marketing and
Communication Office at 563-588-6318. n

MR.
MARMALADE
A SAVAGE BLACK COMEDY presented by Trainwreck

Productions (TWP), Dubuque’s found-space theatre company
January 29 and 30 @ 7 PM
The Smokestack (62 E 7th St)
Lucy is a four-year-old girl with a very active imagination. Unfortunately,
her imaginary friend Mr. Marmalade doesn’t have much time for her. Not to
mention he beats up his personal assistant, has a cocaine addiction, and a
penchant for pornography and very long dildos. Larry, her only real friend,
is the youngest suicide attempt in the history of New Jersey. The play is a
savage black comedy about what it takes to grow up in these difficult times.
Mr. Marmalade is a full-length play by Noah Haidle, co-directed by
TWP CORE company members Nicholas Johnson and Ben Johnson.
The show features Melissa Goranson (Lucy), Danny Fairchild (Mr.
Marmalade), Ann Kress (Sookie, Emily, A Sunflower), Logan Wright
(George, A Cactus, A Man), Ben Lewis (Larry), and Luke Lawson
(Bradley). The production contains strong adult content and language.
Admission is $7 at the door (cash or check), beginning 30 minutes before
the performance. For more information, visit TrainwreckProductions.org. n

That
Tree—Shades of Wisdom
Show: February 3 through March 31
Reception: Friday, February 5 @ 6–8 PM
Sinsinawa Art Gallery

Professional photographer Mark Hirsch of Platteville,
WI spent a year taking daily photos of a lone bur oak
tree after he was challenged to use the camera of his
new iPhone. Mark took the challenge and started sharing
the photos online (facebook.com/photosofthattree),
which resulted in people around the world following
his daily shoots and a book (ThatTree.net) chronicling
his year with That Tree. Mark shares how That Tree
changed his perspective as he created amazing photos.
Join us for an opening reception and gallery talk
6–8 p.m. Friday, February 5. The gallery is open daily,
16
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10 a.m.–5 p.m., and “That Tree” is available at Sinsinawa
Book & Gift Gallery. For more information, contact
Michelle Till at 608-748-4411 or visit Sinsinawa.org. n
Dubuque365.com
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Paint
The Point: Winter Edition
February 10–13
Mineral Point, WI

Outdoor painters from several
midwestern states will set up their easels
and canvases to capture scenes of Mineral
Point en plein air. The historic mining town
and the surrounding countryside is idyllic
and tranquil and presents a very different
set of artistic opportunities and unique
technical challenges in the wintertime.
The Winter Edition of Paint The
Point is an invitational competition
comprised of up to 25 artists who
participated in the two previous August
events. Artists will submit two paintings
for judging by art professionals, and
over $2,000 in prizes will be awarded.
Completed paintings will be exhibited
and sold on Saturday, February 13
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at Tequila
Point, 43 High Street, Mineral Point.
New for this year’s event is an
artist award reception and Purchase

Awards. On Friday evening, February
12, artists will gather to view each
other’s paintings and to be on hand
for the award presentation.
Purchase Awards are advance
painting sales. Purchase Awards start
at $400 and are available in increments
of $100 prior to the award reception.
Award purchasers will receive two
tickets to the reception and will be able
to select their painting in advance of
the sale on Saturday, February 13.
“Our Paint The Point committee has
worked hard to make this year’s event
even more special for the participating
artists and visiting art lovers,” said
Ried Knapp, Arts Mineral Point.
Learn more about Paint The
Point: Winter Edition and more at
artsmp.org/paint-the-point-overview. n

Sex
Please We’re Sixty
February 12–13, 17–20, and 24–27 @ 7:30 PM
February 14, 21, and 28 @ 2 PM
Bell Tower Theater (2728 Asbury Rd)
When four women and two men of a
certain age accidentally swap “helpful”
pills, more than just questions arise as
they all suddenly find their lives moving
in new and surprising directions. This
saucy senior scandal is sure to make
audiences of any age laugh out loud.
The production features Chris
Becker, Cindy Campton Iwasaki, Bill
Hoerstman and Debbie Meyer along with
newcomers to the Bell Tower Theater
stage Cindy Wilharm and Kay Munson.
The show will be directed by Bell Tower
Theater Artistic Director Sue Riedel.
February 12 and 13 are the Early
Bird Special performances, tickets
are just $10. Tickets for all other
Dubuque365.com

performances are $20. Thursdays
are Girls’ Night Out; all audience
members get a free glass of wine.
For tickets or more information,
visit BellTowerTheater.net
or call 563-588-3377. n
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Iowa
Caucus
Monday, February 1 @ 7 PM
By Mike Ironside

Unless you’ve been living off the grid in a cabin in the
woods away from all media, you’re probably aware of
an upcoming political event known as the Iowa Caucus.
“Ah yes,” you might think, “I’ve heard of that.” You might
even know a bit more about it or have even experienced
this unusual gathering for yourself. That’s good. But
for many, the caucus is a strange and mysterious gear
turning in a larger political machine that somehow
(or not) turns out viable presidential candidates. Or
attempts to, anyway. Actually, it’s a bit more than that.
In a nutshell, the Iowa
Caucus is a statewide
meeting of both the
Democratic and Republican
parties at the local precinct
level. Not only do those in
attendance establish their
preferences for presidential
candidates—the results of
which are highly anticipated
by the media and rest of
the nation—but they also
choose local delegates to
each party’s county central
 Walt Pregler, Chair
committee and planks in
of the Dubuque County
the party’s platform or
Democratic Party
political agenda. This is
about as grassroots as
it gets in contemporary
politics. Those delegates
and platform planks
progress to the county
conventions, through the
state and ultimately the
national conventions.
“On the Democratic
side of the caucus
process, we try to stay
as grassrootsy as we
can,” states Walt Pregler,
former Dubuque Mayor
 Dr. Jennifer Smith,
and current Chair of
Chair of the Dubuque
the Dubuque County
County Republican
Democratic Party.
Party and Co-chair
“That’s why there are 35
of the First District
or 36 different places
Executive Committee.
in Dubuque County
where the Democrats will caucus because we believe in
bringing family, neighbors to talk about their political
aspirations, likes and dislikes. The caucus does that. It
also will delegate people to go to conventions, which
ultimately will select the candidate for President of
the United States. Also, they will elect delegates to
the Dubuque County Democratic Central Committee.
Also, we will propose planks for the Dubuque County
Democratic Platform. That platform, once adopted, will
be forwarded to the congressional district. From there,
it’s forwarded to the state and that helps those people in
the state party with the ideas and feelings of the public
and they then will develop legislative priorities for the
Iowa Legislature. It can’t get any deeper grassroots than
that. It’s been very successful for quite a few years.”
18
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“For Republicans, the first thing we’re going to do is
come in and register,” begins Dr. Jennifer Smith, Chair
of the Dubuque County Republican Party and Co-chair
of the First District Executive Committee. (More about
that registration business in a bit.) “So we’ll get you
registered, then you’ll go and find a place to sit. We
have our three locations and so they’ll be able to direct
as to where you need to go as they’re all set up a little
differently. We’ll do an introduction—this is what caucus
is, this is what we’re going to do tonight. Then we’ll do
the speakers. We have representatives who will each do
a little bit of a speech. It will be short ‘cause there’s a lot
of them and we want to get through this. Then we’ll do
a little bit more about what the local party does, just so
we’re aware of that. Then we’ll break you off into your
precincts. In the precincts, we’ll take the presidential poll.
Then we will go into dealing with local precinct business
and that’s going to be dealing with electing your
representatives and your alternates to the local Dubuque
County Central Committee. You’re also going to be
electing people as delegates to the County Convention.”
Smith notes that potential delegates really need
to be at the caucus in person as the party avoids
nominating someone unless they’re present to agree to
serve. “Otherwise people get stuck on it and they don’t
want to be there. We would rather not, if somebody
doesn’t want to go, have them be on the list,” she says.
“And then we’ll go into platform planks and that is
writing the platform for the Republican Party of Iowa,”
she continues. “If it doesn’t really get introduced now,
at the precinct level or at the caucus level, it’s not going
to go any further. It’s not going to be introduced later.
So this is really a neat thing in that it’s very grassroots
here. If you want it and you think it’s important, bring
it to the caucus and we’ll go ahead and bring it in.”
Aside from the number of caucus locations, there
is another major difference in the caucus process
between the two parties. Whereas the Republicans cast
secret ballots in each precinct’s poll for presidential
candidates, which are counted with results sent
immediately to the state party headquarters, Democrats
employ a process that is a bit more complex.
After everyone is registered at a particular precinct
and introductions and instructions are shared, candidate
representatives or campaign volunteers might give a
quick speech supporting their particular candidate.
Instead of a ballot, participants will gather in a particular
corner or separate room (depending on the venue)
in support of their preferred candidate. Undecided
participants might also form a group. Spokespersons
for one group may try to convince those undecided or
members of another group to join their candidate’s group.
Here’s where it gets tricky. Headcounts are made
for each group and compared to the number of those
participating at that particular caucus precinct. To
continue as a viable candidate, a group’s supporters
must reach the threshold of 15 percent of that
precinct’s participants. The reason being that it will
ultimately be delegates at the Democratic National
Convention that will be casting support for any
particular candidate. A delegate can’t cast half a vote.
Any group bordering on viability will work the room
to try to find others to join in an effort to reach whatever
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number qualifies as 15 percent (for that particular
precinct). If any candidate’s support group is less than
15 percent, that group and candidate is considered to
be not viable and those supporters are “up for grabs”
by another candidate’s group. As you might imagine,
it is an interesting process to observe, with supporters
for one candidate sometimes ultimately throwing their
support behind their second candidate of choice.
Once viability thresholds are met, a final headcount is
done with percentages reflected in the precinct delegates
who will go on to the county, state, and ultimately the
national convention. As strange as it may sound, the
caucus process does give Iowans an opportunity to
gather and truly discuss which of the candidates they
like or don’t like and why. After months of rallies, town
hall meetings, photo ops and café stops across the state,
there are few if any uninformed voters at an Iowa Caucus.
Unlike primary vote states, Iowans can’t vote by absentee
ballot or just “pop in” for a quick and possibly uniformed
vote. The caucus is real grassroots politics in action.
Because of that and the fact that the Iowa Caucus is
the “first in the nation” test for presidential candidates,
the entire country is focused on the race and how
it will play out in our humble Midwestern state.
“One of the things that’s really neat about Iowa is
that Iowa voters take their responsibility of helping in
the nomination process really seriously,” observes Smith.
“I can’t tell you of pretty much any citizen that I’ve ever
talked to who’s not engaged to some extent in the caucus.
Whether they attend or not, they’re really excited and
they get out there and they want to go see the candidates
and they want to find out who they are. They want to look
them in the eye and get a feeling, face to face, not only
what they’re getting on TV, which is really, really neat.”
“Iowans get a chance to—as President Lyndon Johnson
always said—‘press the flesh.’ They get a chance to see
firsthand the candidates,” echoes Pregler. “You have to
put up with a lot of hot air but it’s probably worth upwards
of ten million dollars in advertising across the state or
better to the state of Iowa, which is a big boost to the
electronic media especially. The economic impact is great.”
Pregler notes that in addition to the opportunity
for Iowans to meet and learn about the candidates,
campaigning leading up to the caucus provides an
opportunity for the candidates to learn about Iowa and
the Midwest, calling it a “two-way learning process.”
In recent years, a picturesque and now revitalized
Dubuque has more and more become the backdrop for
a variety of campaign stops giving Tri-State residents
an opportunity to meet the candidates firsthand.
“(The caucus) means a great deal to Dubuque,” states
Pregler. “Dubuquers get a chance to see flesh and blood.
The candidates, back when I was a young man and just
married 60 years ago, heck, you didn’t hardly see anybody
come into Dubuque. And if you did, it was a fundraiser
and it cost some money. Now, they’re open to the public
and Dubuquers have been responding phenomenally
well, in spite of the weather, to the candidates.”
“I think here in Dubuque, because we are the largest
city on this side (along) the River, as well as the fact that
it brings in a lot of people in from Illinois and Wisconsin to
be able to see the candidates, we get exposed to things
we wouldn’t otherwise,” notes Smith. “I think we are
Dubuque365.com
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extremely important here. I know personally, I’ve seen
a lot more interest this year than I saw four years ago. I
know there’s a lot of interest. I think it’s extremely exciting.
I think the nation is extremely interested. It’s on the
news all the time, I mean, they’ve got a countdown even
more so than I do as to when the caucus is happening.”
Iowa’s first in the nation position is also an important
one, notes Smith. “(The caucus) kind of lays out the
foundation,” she continues. “If a candidate can’t make
it—to an extent—in Iowa, they’re not going to make it
on the national stage. So it’s kind of a pulse. The other
thing that I really like is that (the) Central US is different
than either of the Coasts and I think with us being first
in the nation and being able to give out our opinion, it
really kind of does show that ‘here’s what we in (the)
Central United States feel,’ which is a little bit different
than the Coasts. And I think that’s extremely important
for the rest of the nation to be able to see that.”
Despite the flood of candidates visiting the state and
the near-constant television, radio, and now even YouTube
ads, neither Smith nor Pregler feel that Iowans take for
granted the unparalleled access we have to candidates.
“I think we love it, suggests Smith. “Because I personally
know that there have been a few candidates that haven’t
come to Dubuque County often enough and into Dubuque,
specifically, and I’ve had people really unhappy over
that. So I don’t think it’s that they take it for granted. I
think it’s expected. And if a candidate is not willing to
partake in that to the full extent, the Iowa voters wonder,
‘how serious are they?’ So I find that very interesting.”
In fact, Pregler notes, it’s pretty common for Iowans
to battle other states for the first in the nation position
when it comes to the presidential nomination process.
“It’s constantly a fight after the election, probably a year
into the next president’s first term, some state will try
to capture first in the nation away from Iowa,” Pregler
predicts. “That’s happened every time and usually
negotiations keep it and bring it right back because
it has turned out to be rewarding for both parties.”

If you haven’t already decided to engage
yourself in the caucus process, hopefully, by this
point we have at least piqued your curiosity.
Well, here a few things you should know:
To caucus for either party, you must be registered
to vote in the precinct in which you vote. (Check the
Iowa Secretary of State’s web site to find your precinct
based on your home address. Note that caucus sites are
different from regular polling places.) If you’re 17 ½ years
old you can register to vote and participate. If you’re just
17 but will be 18 by election day, you can’t participate
in the caucus but you can observe the process.
Children and other observers are welcome, as well.
If you’re not registered or if you need to change your
address, you may do that at the caucus site, provided
you show up way ahead of the 7:00 p.m. start time,
though it would have been better to have registered
well in advance (say, November). At this point, your
best bet is to download registration forms from the
Iowa Secretary of State’s web site so you can have
them pre-filled when you arrive at your caucus site.
You must be registered as a Democrat or Republican to
caucus with your respective party. Registered Independents
can caucus, if they declare a party affiliation, which can later
be rescinded. Again, this can be done at the caucus site but
it’s best to arrive plenty early to complete and process the
forms. Participants can also change party affiliation at the
caucus. Smith notes that for the Republican Party caucus,
their lists will reflect those registered as Republicans up
to about late November. So if you’ve not registered before
that time, it’s best to show up early to be sure you’re
on the list or in time to fill out the necessary forms.
“One of the things and I would say—this is for either
(party’s) caucus—if you’re interested in going, don’t wait
until the last minute to show up at the door,” stresses Smith.
“We want a 7:00 firm start because we know it’s a Monday
night in February. It’s going to be cold. People have things
to do. So I’m recommending people start showing up by
6:00 to make sure they get registered and get in there.

And then once again, fill out the voter registration before
you come. I can’t seem to harp on that enough because I
really want to make things run as smooth as possible.”
In fact, if you’re not in line by 7:00 p.m., you won’t be
allowed in. There’s no last minute sneaking in for this one.
Once you’re registered at your precinct caucus site,
the process should go as outlined above. Both Smith and
Pregler estimate the caucus to take somewhere between
two and three hours so plan accordingly. You don’t want to
come this far only to leave before you can cast your support
for your favorite candidate because of a babysitter’s curfew.
Pregler notes that any particular caucus precinct
can run quickly and smoothly if those in charge can
manage the mayhem. “It can get protracted if they start
discussing issues,” he warns. “I always encourage people
at my precinct caucus, just to submit in writing their
issues, because it’s going to go through a committee.
Every precinct will elect people to the arrangements
committee and the platform committee. The platform
committee will take all of these 35 or 36 precinct
suggestions, categorize them, and then bring them back
at the County Convention as planks in the platform.”
The upshot being, if you have a particular issue you
feel strongly about including in your party platform,
write it down. But don’t feel the need to fight all
night about the final wording. It’s going to be vetted,
discussed, and probably amended multiple times as
it moves through the larger convention process.
There you have it! Now go out and be a part of
history in the making! To find your precinct’s caucus site,
visit: https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/
voterreg/pollingplace/search.aspx
For more information on the Dubuque
County Democratic Party’s caucus, visit
DBQDemocrats.org or call 563-557-1007.
For more information on the Dubuque County
Republican Party’s caucus, email Dr. Jennifer Smith at
SmithMissJenn@aol.com call party headquarters at
563-557-2345 or visit http://64.177.132.22/DBQGOP/. n

Caucus Times & Locations

For all locations, doors will open at 6 p.m. and close at 7 p.m. when the caucus begins. Anyone already in line at 7 p.m. waiting to
get in will still be allowed to register, but no one can join the line after 7 p.m. Much like everything else, the two parties also caucus
differently. The Democrats break out according to local voting precincts. The Republican run three big caucus locations.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS LOCATIONS
Precinct 1 Happy’s Place, 2323 Rockdale Rd
Precinct 2	University of Dubuque, Science Center Atrium
and Auditorium Room 105
Precinct 3	University of Dubuque,
Science Center Mary Chlapaty Hall
Precinct 4 Eisenhower Elementary School,
3170 Spring Valley Rd
Precinct 5	Tri-State Blind Society, 3333 Asbury Rd
Precinct 6	Tri-State Blind Society, 3333 Asbury Rd
Precinct 7	Tri-State Blind Society, 3333 Asbury Rd
Precinct 8	Keystone AEA Room 1 - ABC, 2310 Chaney Rd
Precinct 9 Loras College Field House, 1450 Alta Vista St
Precinct 10 Loras College Field House, 1450 Alta Vista St
Precinct 11	UAW Local 94, 3450 Central Ave
Precinct 12	UAW Local 94, 3450 Central Ave
Precinct 13 Comiskey Park, 255 E 24th St
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Precinct 14 Audubon Elementary School, 605 Lincoln Ave
Precinct 15 Labor Temple, 1610 Garfield Ave
Precinct 16	NICC – Townclock Center 106A, 680 Main St
Precinct 17	NICC – Townclock Center 106B, 680 Main St
Precinct 18 Carnegie Stout Public Library, 360 W 11th St
Precinct 19 Washington Middle School, 51 N Grandview Ave
Precinct 20	Washington Middle School, 51 N Grandview Ave
Precinct 31 Thunder Hills Country Club, 16682 Thunder Hills Dr
Precinct 32 Thunder Hills Country Club, 16682 Thunder Hills Dr
Precinct 33 Cascade High School, 505 Johnson St NW
Precinct 34 NICC – Peosta Conference Center 1 & 4, 8342 NICC Dr
Precinct 35 Mutual Insurance of New Vienna, 7218 Columbus St
Precinct 36 Sageville Elementary School, 12015 Sherrill Rd
Precinct 37 Dyersville Public Library, 320 1st Ave E
Precinct 38 Dyersville Public Library, 320 1st Ave E
Precinct 39 Dyersville Public Library, 320 1st Ave E
Precinct 40 Farley Memorial Hall, 202 1st Street N

Issue #257

Precinct 41

Divine Word College Rigney Hall,
102 Jacoby Dr SW, Epworth
Precinct 42 Breitbach’s Country Dining, 563 Balltown Rd
Precinct 43	Table Mound Elementary School, 100 Tower Rd
Precinct 44 Bernard Fire & Rescue, 547 Rolus St
Precinct 45 Swiss Valley Nature Center, 13606 Swiss Valley Rd

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS LOCATIONS
Precincts 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 32
Roosevelt Middle School, 2001 Radford Rd
Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 20, 31, 34, 36, 42, 43, 44, 45
Peosta Community Center, 7896 Burds Rd
Precincts 33, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41
Beckman High School, 1325 9th St SE, Dyersville
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Five
Flags
A feasible future
And A New Cook
By Bryce Parks

This feature is written by 365ink
publisher, Bryce Parks, who
has also been a member of the
Five Flags Center Commission
for the last decade.

Five Flags getting the go-ahead for a
feasibility study has triggered questions from
the City Council about the venue’s value. This
naturally caused people to write pointedly negative
letters to the editor about Five Flags based on numbers
but not so much on reality. And since the new year also
marks a changing of the guard at Five Flags with the
retirement of Five Flags General Manager Joyce White and
the arrival of H.R. Cook, I thought that now would be a
good time to look, once again, at the fate of this venerable
Dubuque institution, something I first addressed in a
cover story in 2009 (accessible at DBQ365ink.com).
In sitting down with H.R. Cook to try to clarify the reality
of Five Flags’ current quandary, I was hoping to get the
facts to piece together a story of where we’ve come from,
where we are and where we’re going. But H.R. did such a
nice job of telling the story without me having to editorialize,
that I’m basically going to get out of the way and let him
catch you up to speed in his own words. Plus that keeps me
from coloring the issue too much with my own opinions.
But first, we’ll start with getting to know one of
Dubuque’s newest residents; one who has to start his
tenure here by jumping head first into giant question.
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MEET H.R. COOK

“My father started out in the boiler room at Vets Auditorium
in Des Moines back in 1955 and retired as general manager
in 1987. I started out working under him scraping gum off
the floor for a quarter an hour. I needed something to do
because I’d just go down on weekends and hang out with
him anyway. I was a stage hand, concession worker, usher, I
spun the floss (that’s cotton candy to you and me). I found
out through this time that this is what I wanted to do. Not so
much from being second generation but just because I found it
interesting. It was exciting. Everything was different and edgy.
“I was there the night Ozzy Osbourne bit the head off the
bat. That was also the first time I ever had a girl on my shoulders
at a show. I was called into the principal’s office the next
day. My dad was on the phone wanting to know if something
strange happened with a bat last night because the arena had
just been shut down and put on quarantine looking for it.
Dubuque365.com

“You know, meeting Van Halen backstage or finding
Elvis in my dad’s office when I was only 11 and getting
mad because I didn’t know why he was making my
mother and my aunt cry, thinking he had upset them.
My first show was Herman’s Hermits in 1968 at age
3. Dad put me backstage where I was safe. I got the
drumsticks when the band came off, and my sisters and
their friends wanted them terribly bad, and I didn’t know
what the were, but I knew they were important, and I
wasn’t giving them up. I still have them today. It’s things
like that that make my childhood a little bit different.
“Following in Dad’s footsteps, you’re always
able to call him and ask for advice and try to
do things a little bit better than he did.
“My first job out of the University of Iowa was Bartle
Hall in Kansas City and eventually Kemper Arena as
Assistant Manager. From there I went to Macon,
Georgia, and then a headhunter call took me to Flint,
Michigan when the water was still clean before
being called by SMG to go to Topeka, Kansas
where I spent 16 years managing the arena there.
“As a regional General Manager for SMG,
Dubuque was one of the sites I oversaw.
I remembered coming to Dubuque back
in the early 80’s in college and going
to some rough bars down by the river.
They didn’t care how old you were as
long as you had cash. It seemed like a
tough town without a lot of charm.
“When I came back to Dubuque three
to four years ago, I saw how much it had
changed. It’s not just the infrastructure that
had changed; the attitude had changed.
The people had changed. There were
things to do. Somewhere along the way the
people had taken the bull by the horns and
made Dubuque a place live, a place to be, a
place to go to. Main Street was completed and
from my room at the renovated Hotel Julien, I
saw a beautiful riverfront where there used to
be brownfields and factories. Every time I came
back, there was something new. There’s life on
Main Street after dark, and everyone I met seemed to
be extremely friendly. I told my wife this is a changed
place. When she visited, she ran along the riverfront and
experienced the trails and the winery and the locally-owned
retail shops and told me ‘This is where we need to live.’
“I put that in the back of my head and when Joyce
White, the General Manager, announced she was retiring,
it was my chance to be like a millennial and go to a city
that you really want to live in and still have a wonderful
job. I didn’t know the modern Dubuque existed. It’s
clearly one of the best cities in Iowa. This is a destination.
“You generate $2.2 million in transient guest tax
revenue in the hotels, so people are coming here—people
want to come here. Dubuque’s not playing second fiddle
to Galena anymore. People here ask me why I want to
live here, and then they follow up their question with
10 reasons why Dubuque is great, answering their own
questions. You don’t get that in many other communities.
Dubuquers are the best ambassadors of their community”

FIVE FLAGS REALITY

“My second day on the job I read that the city
council announced the possibility of closing Five Flags
to save money in their budget. I look at that, and
I’ve seen this in other communities that I’ve lived in,
and it comes more from an education standpoint.
“People say, ‘We’re pouring money down a hole. I never
go there.’ Well, you may never go there but once or twice
a year, but there are other events that other people go to,
Dubuque365.com

from concerts and theater shows to Sesame Street Live
“One great idea that we’re developing is for us to be
and vendor shows. My job coming in is to rebrand Five
able to transform the arena into basically a giant theater
Flags. It is an aging facility, but there’s still a lot of life in it.
setting. We have a theater that seats 700. We have an
arena that seats 4,000. Four thousand is not big enough
“When they say that the deficit is $800,000, it’s
for many of the tours that cross the country, and 700 is not
similar to budgeting for a school or library; these are
big enough for the larger touring theater shows that are out
quality-of-life issues. In a town of 65,000 people, to have
there. So, we have a concept. We have the capabilities of
an arena and a theater, especially the arena portion, is
creating a more intimate space in the arena, making a 2,100
a quality-of-life amenity that most communities that
seat theater that now fits a venue gap that is not offered
size simply don’t have. And because of the downtown
around this area. No one else in the area can fit 2,100
location, the 100,000–150,000 people we have going
people and do all we can do with technical, load-in artist
through our doors each year, the proximity to downtown
amenities to support the event. Using much more pipe and
dining, shopping and casinos that our patrons visit
drape and a new floor plan to provide a more intimate and
before or after a show, we are an economic driver for
comfortable setting (which also improves acoustics), we
downtown Dubuque, especially on Main Street. I think
can lure some of the rock and roll or country shows that
we’re a hub of an economic ecosystem on Main Street.
are available in routing between Chicago and Omaha or
“So yes, there is $800,000 budgeted towards our
Kansas City and become that one-off city that helps them
benchmark, but with the sales tax generated and the
fill their tour and give Dubuque a great show opportunity.
$2.2 million of transient guest tax generated, one-half of
that money goes back into the city’s general fund. Now,
“We’ve been thinking of the same way of booking
granted, we don’t drive or generate all of the tax money,
this area for 20 years. Well, let’s change it up a little
but if you look at the reports from the Convention and
bit. Throw some stuff on the wall and see if it sticks.
Visitors Bureau, of the events that do generate a lot of
We’re being aggressive in going to Pollstar in San
‘heads in beds’, we were involved with a lot of them; of
Francisco and talking to the agents and promoters and
the top five, we were involved in four of them. With that
getting on their radar for the first time maybe ever. We
revenue coming back to both the city of Dubuque and
want them to think about us as they’re routing these
local businesses, it’s not really an $800,000 loss. Not
shows. We had The Band Perry recently which was
even close. These revenues generated from the transient
very successful, so we know it’s out there. We can do
guest tax might generate $200,000, $300,000 or
it. We just need to be aggressive. We can’t be sitting
$400,000 to the city. By the time you add in the sales
in a back seat to Cedar Rapids and the Quad Cities.
tax generated, whether through ticket sales or ancillaries
“There’s no reason we can’t have those shows here for
generated throughout the city, by people coming here to
our citizens. But actually when we say ‘our citizens’ and we
the events, I bet it’s closer to a $200,000–$300,000 loss.
look at our website traffic, the #2 city for hit traffic for Five
At that point it’s still a quality-of-life issue. How much are
Flags events behind Dubuque is Madison, WI. So, we know
you willing to spend to keep your downtown thriving?”
we’re getting interest and visitors from outside our area
According the Five Flags Director of Events
looking to come in. We’re going to recapture
and Operations, Shawn Rice, when you
that, rebrand and re-market the way we
offset that tax revenue generated
do things by letting everyone know
by Five Flags, the monthly cost
what we’ve got going on. That’s
per taxpayer is around 50 cents
important. We’re going to create
per month to operate Five
partnerships with media, with
Flags. Consider that when
other venues, with restaurants
you attend events at Five
and casinos to cross-promote
Flags and a beer does not
our events with their events.
cost $9.50 like it does
I want to create win-winat the United Center.
win situations. A win for
“I’ve seen downtowns
Five Flags, a win for our
that have grown but have
partner and a win for the
no sustainability and have
community having access
fallen back. Take Peoria,
to another great opportunity
IL for instance. They’ve
but also by bringing in outside
—H.R. Cook, Five Flags
revitalized their downtown
money to the community.
General Manager
three times, and they can’t
Hopefully we can move forward
quite figure out how to sustain it.
with that feasibility study to see
But Dubuque has figured out how to
what we need to be when we grow up.”
sustain it. I’m not saying that’s because of
Five Flags, but we are certainly a portion of that.
THE FEASIBLE FUTURE
“Five Flags is a victim of our community’s own
“Having been involved with feasibility studies
success. We have the Grand River Center which is a
before, done properly, you need to be talking to your
beautiful facility and serves a purpose and the Mystique
current clients who rent and use the facilities now. You
Ice Arena serves a purpose just as the other theaters in
need to talk to stakeholders of the community such
town serve a purpose. And these venues, as they are
as the Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Chamber
built or grow, have been taking away from us at Five
of Commerce and larger businesses and associations.
Flags. So we’re now in a position where we need to
But most importantly, you need to be talking to the
rebrand ourselves, rediscover our place in the community.
people who don’t come here anymore. Those who don’t
Now is the time to push forward, and we are already
see the value in the facility as it is or who were clients
pushing forward right away with the new events we are
that have left to other venues or other communities.
bringing in.” Five Flags has booked over a half dozen new
‘Why aren’t you coming here, and what will it take?’
entertainment shows in the first two weeks of H.R’s arrival
“A feasibility study, in the end, will usually say one of
with more being finalized. “We’re also brainstorming
three things. It will say you’re doing fine. Put some paint
with the staff to come up with new ideas to re-vision
on it, remodel a little bit, but you’re good. It will say tear
and re-purpose what we already have to work with.
it down, you don’t need it, it’s a waste of money. And the

We’ve been
thinking of the same
way of booking this
area for 20 years.

Well, let’s change it
up a little bit.
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third is, your size is wrong, you’re configured wrong, you might
want to look at expanding or concentrating on this business
or that business. For touring country music, you often need a
6,000 seat arena. Do we need to expand to be that venue or not?
What’s important is to make it an honest study that doesn’t sit
on the shelf. One we’re able to utilize and that’s not embellishing
anything. It’s got to be pure. And if it says no, it should mean no.
“Unless you’re a United Center in Chicago or a brand new
center in a very large market, arenas don’t make money.
Arenas—Don’t—Make—Money. This is not an issue unique to
Dubuque. And if they say they’re making money, you need
to peel back the onion and look where there costs are
and who’s paying the bills: the building or the general
fund? Our budget is an honest-to-God, ‘this is what
it costs to run this building’ accounting. And that’s
very important because the taxpayers know what
they’re paying for and what they’re getting.”
There is something to be said for the
management of Five Flags in the last decade,
when the city twice completely upended their
business model, first by taking away their ability
to host floor events such as conventions and
vendor shows, and then later taking away their
core business—ice—which it had just remodeled
to better serve. Through it all, the venue has still
always beat the benchmark income level set by the
city. Despite huge changes in the sources of revenue and
costs, the team running the building still found a way to keep
the facility operating at a level pre-determined by the city.
“The loss could have been a lot higher than the benchmark,
and I credit that to Joyce White who was managing then and
suffered through not being able to book the trade shows and
conventions, then not being able to book hockey and ice events.
If there’s a positive to the problem, it’s that at least these events
didn’t go away; they went to other facilities in the community.
But in reality, to peel Five Flags back to its soul, there were cuts,
and it was very painful. But with the help of SMG corporate,
the city leaders and Joyce, we got through that. We’ve always
made budget, and we will always continue to make budget.”

It is
a cutthroat
business, and we need
to be the path of least
resistance by supporting
live music and live
entertainment.
—H.R. Cook, Five Flags
General Manager

CREATING YOUr NICHE

 Dubuque Symphony Orchestra

 Pinnacle Combat
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“My plan is, now that we’re down to the soul here, let’s
start building up. Our staff is very dedicated. Most of the key
staff have been here for over 15 years. They want to see it
grow. They want to do the shows. Getting together and being
creative by throwing out crazy ideas like ‘let’s do motorcycle
ice racing’ because we technically can still make ice, and
Mystique would not want to see their ice messed up with that
kind of event. We need to find out what else is out there. What
do people here and in the surrounding communities want to
go see? We’re willing to try it. We’re willing to roll the dice.
“A lot of non-profits utilize Five Flags because it’s affordable.
And that’s another reason that this place is so important to a
community. You need a mass gathering place for any city to
celebrate with graduations or the concerts or even to mourn.
A place to convene about issues or a place to serve as shelter
or staging area in case of a natural disaster that is indoors
and heated. There are many reasons to have this building.
“Another reason we need to rebrand is because I think we’ve
lost a generation. We’re not at the forefront of everybody’s
thoughts regarding ‘what’s going on this weekend’. They
may have seen Sesame Street Live as a kid or graduated
here, but they have not had many reasons to think about
coming back. There’s also that age group between 16 and 20
½ years of age that can’t go to the bars and the casinos but
are looking for entertainment. We need to take care of that
generation, too, so as they get a little older, they start putting
us into the forefront of what’s going on in their minds.
January 28–February 10, 2016
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“We have a lot of theaters in town. It’s important for our staff
to know how those theaters operate, what their niche market
is. We don’t want to step on their toes. We don’t want to be the
800 pound gorilla. We want to compliment everybody else. For
example, we’re teaming up with the local Buddy Holly Dance
which has been happening here for 30 years to make it a Buddy
Holly Weekend. You can bring you ticket from the dance to the
Buddy Holly Broadway show at Five Flags the next day and
get the dance ticket price amount off your ticket to our show.
Its like getting into the dance for free. So now we’re promoting
their dance and they’re promoting our show, and that’s how this
community needs to work together to promote each other so we
all benefit. We’re making the pie bigger; we’re not just cutting it
into smaller pieces. And it’s also always better to have a dollar
from the outside coming in than for the dollar from inside the
community coming in because it’s new money for the community.”
Shawn also adds, “Most folks seem to think that its pretty
easy to buy a show and bring it in, and they want to see their
favorite artist. But in reality, their favorite artist costs and arm
and a leg. Being representatives of the city, we have to be
good stewards of the investments we make in shows, and we
could never afford those show at a reasonable ticket price.”
“I’ve worked in markets where you could put two hamsters
dancing on a stage and people would buy a ticket to it
because they’ve never seen it before,” notes Cook. “And I’ve
worked in markets where, if that’s not exactly what they
want to see, they’re not buying a ticket. It’s a hard market.
And Dubuque… I don’t know… I haven’t figured it out yet.
“The more Dubuque supports the events that are in town,
no matter what venue that is, the bigger the events can follow.
Promoters and agents follow the money, and they follow the path
of least resistance. If they know that they are guaranteed that if
they put on a concert here it can sell 3,500 tickets without any
issues, it makes their job easier. When you have a show that’s not
selling and you’re a promoter and your money is on the line, you
won’t go back to a market that is not going to buy your tickets. It is
a cutthroat business, and we need to be the path of least resistance
by supporting live music and live entertainment in Dubuque.
“You know what the great thing is about Dubuque? I
have not seen a whole lot of karaoke. I see a lot of live music
and a lot of bars with live music. Dubuque supports the
local music and local arts scene. There’s no reason we can’t
grow that music scene to this level where we want to be.
“I invite anyone who has a question of the viability
and sustainability of Five Flags and whether we should
have it or not to call me directly. It’s an open-door policy.
I’ll explain exactly where the money is and where the
money goes and what we do for the community.
“I’ve quickly come to see that you don’t have to leave Dubuque,
and you can be busy every night in this community. This is a
hidden gem and not just of the Midwest, but the United States. It’s
got everything you want. You just have to get out and enjoy it.” n
Dubuque365.com
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Upcoming Events at
the Five Flags Center

Tickets are availabe at the Five Flags Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets
(1-800-745-3000), and Ticketmaster.com, Ticket prices do not include possible
facility and convenience fees. For more information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Dubuque Big Time Bull Riding

February 5 and 6 @ 7:30 PM
Tickets: $23–$44.50 Adults/$12–$17.75 Children over 13
Forty of the top bull riders
match up with bucking bull power
for eight seconds of glory and
an adrenaline rush for fans!
The Gold Buckle Ticket includes:
prime seating in the first two rows
(a bull might buck a cowboy into

your lap!); a “behind the chutes” tour
(meeting the barrel men and rodeo
clown, bull riders, and bullfighters);
and a Q&A and signing session.
Don’t miss the best bull riding in the
state! Pick up your tickets today! n

Vanya and Sonia
and Masha and Spike

February 5, 6, 12, and 13 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, February 7 @ 2 PM
Tickets: $16

Vanya and his adopted sister Sonia
live a quiet life in Pennsylvania, but
their peace is disturbed when movie
star sister Masha returns unannounced
with her 20-something boy toy Spike.
Thus, a weekend of rivalry, regret and
raucousness begins! With satiric bite,
Durang takes Chekovian themes and
characters and puts them in a blender!
Note: Some Adult Language. Presented
by Fly-By-Night Productions. n

Jay Owenhouse
The Authentic Illusionist

Buddy
Holly Weekend
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story & Buddy Holly Dance

February 13 and 14
Five Flags and the Dubuque County Fairgrounds
Tickets: $30–$50 for the show and $5 for the dance
Now in its 26th amazing year, the
“World’s Most Successful Rock ‘n’ Roll
Musical” continues to thrill audiences
around the world. Viewed by more than
22 million people worldwide, Buddy
opened in London’s West End in 1989, and
has been seen on Broadway, throughout
Canada, the U.S., Australia, New Zealand,
Japan, Germany, Scandinavia, South
Africa, the Netherlands and Singapore;
winning numerous awards along the
way. This national tour has never been in
Dubuque, so you won’t want to miss it!
Loved by critics and audiences alike,
Buddy tells the enduring tale of the
musical icon’s meteoric rise to fame
and his final legendary performance at
the Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake, Iowa,
before his tragic and untimely death
at the age of 22. In 18 short months
the Texas-born boy revolutionized
the face of contemporary music.

“1964” …The Tribute

Friday, February, 12 @ 7:30 PM
Tickets: $29–$69

Saturday, March 19@ 7:30 PM
Tickets: $30–$50

Jay Owenhouse’s new show is a
theatrical event where audiences not
only witness the magic—they experience
it! Float in mid air! Get sawed in half!
Predict the future! The show also features
Jay’s new Bengal tigers Shekinah,a
stunning royal white tiger, and her sister
Sheena, a beautiful orange bengal!
Owenhouse spent 2008 touring
China and Japan where Jay’s show
received the “Best Touring Family
Show in Asia” award. Now back in
the U.S., he is working on his new TV
Series. Jay is also on FOX’s “Magic

“1964”...THE TRIBUTE , dubbed
“Best Beatles Tribute on earth” by
Rolling Stone Magazine , has perfected
the energy and excitement of a live
Beatles performance. Like actors,
these musicians cast a spell as they
step into character before your very
eyes. Critics and fans internationally
have hailed “1964”...THE TRIBUTE as
the most authentic Beatles tribute
in the world. For over 29 years, this

PostSecret: The Show

Wednesday, February 24 @ 7:30 PM
Tickets: $26–$36
Visit FiveFlagsCenter.com for
more details on this performance. n

Dubuque365.com

Featuring the classic songs, That’ll
Be The Day, Not Fade Away, Oh Boy,
Ritchie Valens’ La Bamba, The Big
Bopper’s Chantilly Lace and many more!
Make it a Buddy Holly Weekend and
attend the annual Buddy Holly Dance
at the Dubuque County Fairgrounds
hosted by The East Dubuque Drum
Corps Saturday, February 13 from 8 p.m.
to midnight. Take part in the Peggy Sue
Look-A-Like contest, the best dressed
couple contest, or the Dance Contest.
Classic Hits 107.5 will provide the music.
Advanced tickets are available at the
Fairgrounds office or from Corp Members
for just $5. You may also purchase tickets
the day of the dance at the door for $7.
Bring your dance ticket to Five Flags
to receive $5 off your admission making
the dance free to attend! Buddy will be
performed on Saturday, February 13 at
8 p.m. and Sunday, February 14 at 2 p.m. n

On The Edge” and in a special called
“Masters Of Illusion”, a program profiling
the best magicians in the world.
Jay has invented magic effects
and designed illusions not only
for his show but also for other
magicians of world renown. n

group of performers has successfully
recreated every sensation of being at
a Beatles concert circa 1964 through
1966 from wardrobe to hairstyle, with
Liverpool accents, singing nuances,
and vintage instruments. n

The Comedy Show

Saturday, April 9 @ 8 PM
Tickets: $36–$76
From numerous motion picture and
television roles to standup specials, a
documentary, and two podcasts, Pauly
Shore, Harland Williams, Tom Green and
Bobby Lee have collectively covered
Issue #257

the full spectrum of comedy, building a
loyal fan base for years. Don’t miss your
chance to see this hilarious quartet come
together for ‘The Comedy Party’ . n
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TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
Thursday, January 28
Statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Open Mic w/ Jeff & Jimmy
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Friday, January 29
St. Luke’s Fabulous Fridays:
Jill Heitzman, Dr. Thomas Dickey
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s Church
Pirate Over 50
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
7 Bridges Road
7 PM @ Inspire Café
Brown Bottle Bandits
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Terry McCauley
7 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Meghan Davis
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
BoxKar
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Medicinal Purposes
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

John Waite
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Corey Jenny
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Lonesome Road
8 PM @ Mystique Casino

Steve McIntyre
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dave Weld &
The Imperial Flames
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Broken Rubber Band
9 PM @ The Lift
Laura McDonald & Jeff Weydert
9 PM @ Spirits
Saturday, January 30
Garrett Hillary
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Campfire Kings
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Garrett Hillary
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Mississippi Duo
7:30 PM @ Fife’s
Meghan Davis
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Zero 2 Sixty
8 PM @ Jumpers

Smokin’ Mirrors
8 PM @ Knicker’s
Buzz Berries
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Andy Wilberding
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Dirty Water Boys
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Madhouse
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
Vu JaDe
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Lil Wyte, Skeez + T. Stubbz,
Casethejoint + DJ Jevity
9 PM @ The Venue
Dead Larry
9 PM @ The Lift
Pirate Over 50
9 PM @ Spirits
Percival
9 PM @ Northside Bar
Better Than Good Enough
9 PM @ Dog House Lounge
Crude But Effective
9 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill
Brown Bottle Bandits
9 PM @ Painted Horse
Saloon, Bernard
Two-Mile Crew
9 PM @ The Garage, Preston
Comedian Josh Alto
9 PM @ Arthur House
Restaurant & Comedy Club
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Sunday, January 31
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion
Noon @ The Smokestack
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Massey Road
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Open Mic w/ Cal Coohey
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Becky McMahon
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Nutsy Turtle & Lori
3 PM @ Dagwood’s
Raw Space, Boar, Joe Grove
6:30 PM @ The Smokestack
Miss Kitty Quiz Show
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Monday, February 1
Wayland, Silent Redemption
9 PM @ The Venue
Groundhog Day
Tuesday, February 2
7 Bridges Road
7 PM @ 1st & Main

John Moran
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Aaron Parnell Brown
9 PM @ The Lift
Friday, February 5
St. Luke’s Fabulous Fridays:
Rebecca Christian, Kate
Thompson
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s Church
Andy Wiilberding
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Open Mic w/ Max
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
Joe McShane
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Club 84: ‘Stache Bash
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Feast of the Femme Fatale:
Songwriter Showcase
Gladdy Ressler, Melanie
Devaney, Pearl Breitbach
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Saturday, February 6
Fever River String Band
1 PM @ McCarthy’s Pub,
Benton
Brown Bottle Bandits
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Andrew Houy
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Dave Minnihan
6 PM @ Inspire Café
Tony Walker
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Joe McShane
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Chris Janson
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Minneapolis Molines
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range
The Big Payback
Mardi Gras Celebration
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Hoffman, Troy, & Marceau
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club

Ethan Keller
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

John Moran
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Kendra Swanson
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Smiley Tillmon Band
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Traditional Irish Sesuin
7 PM @ Grape Escape

The Wundos
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

The Lonely Goats
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Wednesday, February 3
Acoustic Jam w/ Marty Raymon
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

DJ Double J
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Steve McIntyre
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dan Peart
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Winterland:
Grateful Dead Tribute
9 PM @ The Lift

Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Ben Dunegan
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Romantic Rebel, Autumn
Reverie, Maximus
9 PM @ The Venue

Mike Armstrong
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

The Blackberry Bushes,
The Driftess Sisters
9 PM @ The Smokestack

Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio
9 PM @ The Lift

Tete de Mort
9 PM @ Spirits

Thursday, February 4
Scott Kerry Guthrie
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Broken Strings
9:30 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s

Percival Duo
9 PM @ Spirits
Massey Road
9 PM @ Dog House Lounge
Renegade
9 PM @ Northside Bar
Buzz Berries
9 PM @ Shenanigans
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Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Tony Brown
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Kristina Castaneda &
Shawn Healy
6 PM @ Inspire Café

Broken Strings
9 PM @ Painted Horse
Saloon, Bernard

Vu JaDe
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Lenny Wayne
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Roy Schroedl
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Playground of Sound
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Chestnut Mountain

Tony Walker
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Fever River String Band
7:30 PM @ Fife’s

Sunday, February 7
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion
Noon @ The Smokestack

Michael Thorne
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Katie Scullin
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Katie Sullivan
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Thursday, February 11
The Lonely Goats
Mardi Gras Party
5 PM @ River Museum

Becky McMahon
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Sunshine
7:30 PM @ Hideaway Acres,
Benton

Stephen David Johnson
9 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Open Mic w/ Scott Guthrie
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Black Velvet Band
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Big Game Party
5 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Johnny Rockers
6 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
Fat Tuesday, February 9
Derty Rice
Mardi Gras Party
6 PM @ Jumpers
Fat Tuesday Jazz w/ Bill
Encke & Friends
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
6 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

John Moran
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Denny Garcia
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Groovement
9 PM @ The Lift
Friday, February 12
St. Luke’s Fabulous Fridays:
Clarke Choras & Strings, Dr.
Jeremy Mims, conducting
12:05 PM @ St. Luke’s Church
Sam & The Others
6 PM @ Inspire Café

Denny Garcia
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Open Mic Comedy
w/ Mag Jackson
9 PM @ The Venue
2 Blind Mice, Suddenly Banjo
9 PM @ The Smokestack
Laura McDonald & Jeff Weydert
9 PM @ Spirits
Renegade
8 PM @ Knickers
Mighty Wheelhouse
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Saturday, February 13
Terry McCauley
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Joie Wails Band
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Andrew Houy
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Wednesday, February 10
Acoustic Jam w/ Broom
Street Drifters
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Katie Sullivan
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Chick Bregman
5:30 PM @ Caroline’s,
Hotel Julien
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Dubuque’s Divas After Dark
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Rubber Soul
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
The Blue Dogs
Valentines Open Jam Party
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Zero 2 Sixty
8 PM @ Knickers

Pine Travelers
9 PM @ The Lift

Nutsi Turtle & Lori
3 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s

MissBehavin’
9 PM @ Spirits

Blackberry Bushes
3 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Brown Bottle Bandits
9 PM @ Dagwood’s

Ron Tegeler Jazz Trio
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Half-Fast
9 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s

Laney Jones & The Spirits
7 PM @ The Smokestack

Dirty Laundry
9 PM @ The Bronco Inn
Comedian Bob Jay
9 PM @ Arthur House
Restaurant & Comedy Club
Black Water Gin
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Traditional Irish Sesuin
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Mississippi Duo
2 PM @ Sundown Mountain

Bluesniks
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Terry McCauley
2 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill

Matty V. & Ben Dunegan
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Open Jam w/
Fever River String Band
2 PM @ New Diggings
General Store

Scott Kerry Guthrie
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Open Mic w/ Jay Vonn
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Drowning Pool, Audiotopsy,
Violent New Breed
9 PM @ The Venue

Becky McMahon
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Broken Strings
3 PM @ Northside Bar
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Monday, February 15
7 Bridges Road
1 PM @ Sundown Mountain
Tuesday, February 16
Steve McIntyre
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Sunday, February 14
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion
Noon @ The Smokestack
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape

Mississippi String Band
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Andy Frasco & The UN,
Alec White
8:30 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

The Dating Game
8:30 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
Wednesday, February 17
Acoustic Jam w/ Steve McIntyre
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Ben Dunegan
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio
9 PM @ The Lift
Thursday, February 18
Tapestry
Dubuque Community Y
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Budweiser Local Live Music Features
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Mardi
Gras Celebration
Big Payback plus Bill Encke & NOLA Jazz

Friday, January 29

Sunday, January 31

Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ in Bellevue,
IA continues to connect the dots
between Bellevue, Memphis and New
Orleans with Mardi Gras Headliner, The
Big Payback. Think Jazz, Funk, R&B and
some serious swag from a band with
a full horn section and a rhythm that’ll
get you dancing in no time. The soulful
vocals of Leah Isabel Tirado and the
smoking horns will leave the audience as
exhausted as the musicians themselves.
From Madison, WI, The Big Payback are
winners of 3 Madison area music awards,
have released a new album, “Overture”
with all original music and have another
album in the pipeline for release soon.
Mardi Gras after all is all about New
Orleans. We’ll get some jazz standards
in the mix to keep you right at home
with a plateful of Cajun food or BBQ.

VoicePlay

Raw Space + Boar + Joe Grove Live

7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center (2255 Bennett St)
Tickets: $20–$30 Adult; $20–$25 UD Alumni;
$15 Students
Season 4 Finalists from NBC’s The Sing-Off,
VoicePlay is unlike any theatrical experience
available today, recreating the orchestrated
sound of an entire musical production with
nothing but the human voice. The group’s music
encompasses various eras and styles, from
Frankie Valli and Disney to the hits of today from
the likes of Taylor Swift, Justin Timberlake, and
Sia. For more information, call 563-585-SHOW
or visit DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

6:30 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Tickets: FREE
Raw Space/Pete Biasi (ft Shadow Govt, Signal
to Trust, Low Forms) brings his solo joint from
Duluth to Dubuque. Tripped out minimalist
melodies with guitar and electronics. Boar/
Alex Nowacki gets his touring set ready for a
February run. epic static and harsh noise blast.
Joe Grove is a local artist/musician throwing
some jams down for the cause.

Saturday, February 6 @ 8 PM
Tuesday, February 9 @ 6 PM
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ (300
Potter Dr, Bellevue, IA)

Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ is serving
up our full menu plus some specials:
Cajun Lobster Pasta and Smoked Prime
Rib. Show starts at 8 PM. Call for more
info or reservations: 563-872-3838.
We’ll also have Live Jazz on Fat
Tuesday, February 9, featuring NOLA
Jazz with Bill Encke & Friends from
Dubuque, IA. In addition to our full
dinner menu, we’re having Appetizer
Specials: Crawfish Beignets, Blackened
Shrimp Skewers & Blackened Tuna
Tacos! Seriously, how much great
music and food can a person have?
Show starts at 6 PM. Beads and
masks optional! Call for more info or
reservations: 563-872-3838. n

WAYLAND w/ Silent Redemption
Broken Rubber Band
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Headed by Mike Breitbach and often
surrounding himself with good family and
friends, the band takes you through a musical
journey of old timey bluegrass and country
tunes, classic rock, and originals Mike has been
working up for years.
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8 PM @ The Venue (285 Main St)
Staying true to the their midwest work ethic,
four piece rock n’ roll band Wayland has a
reputation for high energy live shows. They
have shared bills with some of rock’s biggest
acts such as Alice in Chains, Rob Zombie, Slash,
and many more. Perfect harmonies, riveting
guitar solos, and lyrics that connect to working
class America, keeps this band in demand.

Saturday, January 30

No mixing of genres, no fat to trim, just high
energy rock with edge and additude. Silent
Redemption brings what the fans want and the
crowd gets pumped for! The guys have had the
privalige of sharing the stage with Otherwise,
Tantric, Royal Bliss, and more. Formed in 2013,
Silent Redemption finds its roots in positive
messages and high powered shows.

Dead Larry

Thursday, February 4

9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Dead Larry’s powerful blend of high energy
rock, dance and funk shakes the foundation of
modern music. From rock driven sea shanties
to pulsating dance beats. The band jumps
from Beatle-esque harmonies to spine chilling
screams. From shake-yo-booty funk jams to
orchestral themes of space and time travel.
Dead Larry is one thing: Original. The band was
formed in a basement in high school, and after
nearly 10 years of writing, touring, and chasing
the dream Dead Larry has a grown to be one of
the most prominent independent rock bands
coming out of the Midwest.
26

Monday, February 1

Aaron Parnell Brown
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: FREE
Aaron Brown’s bold sensitivity as a vocalist
and a songwriter has garnered him favorable
comparisons to Amos Lee, Otis Redding, Sam
Dubuque365.com
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Cooke, and Ben Harper. The Philly-based artist
draws from a refreshingly eclectic blend of
blues, folk, rock n’ roll, and his hometown’s
distinguished heritage of soul and, more
recently, indie rock. Performing as Aaron
& The Spell, his captivating solo acoustic
performances and incendiary full-band outings
have helped him build an impressive profile
among audiences and critics alike. Bruce
Warren, WXPN (from NPR Music, 10 Artists You
Should Have Known) raves: “Singer-songwriter
Aaron Brown is an exciting new name to add
to the lineage of the city’s expressive and
emotionally intense soul singers.”

Friday, February 5

Thursday, February 11

Groovement
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: FREE
Groovement is a 7-piece funk-rock band that
embodies the soul of Northwest Arkansas—fun,
unpredictable, and full of life. Currently the band
is touring the U.S. in support of their highly
anticipated second album, “Clouds”. Groovement
sounds like a Led Zeppelin collided into a Soul
Train in front of the Saint Motel; more easily
described as: high-energy funk-rock. Their catchy
melodies, big harmonies, tasteful solos, and funky
grooves easily create songs you can dance to.

Saturday, February 13

The Blackberry Bushes
w/ The Driftless Sisters Live
9 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Tickets: $8 adv/$10 door
The Blackberry Bushes Stringband have a
spirited sound, rooted in traditional Americana
and bluegrass with dynamic originals,
featuring Dubuque’s own Jakob Breitbach.
theblackberrybushes.com. Driftless Sisters
appear for the first time at The Smokestack.
Local favorites, this all-female indie folk duo is
from the “driftless” area of northeastern Iowa
and northwestern Illinois and originals featuring
banjo, guitar, harmonica and great vocals.
driftlesssisters.bandcamp.com. Advance tickets
are only available at https://tikly.co/events/1063.

Saturday, February 6

Drowning Pool
w.s.g. Audiotopsy & Violent New Breed
7 PM @ The Venue (285 Main St)
Tickets: $25
Hailing from Dallas, Texas Drowning Pool will
make the perfect Valentine’s Day gift that he or
she will not forget! Their hit songs Bodies, Feel
Like I Do, 37 Stitches, Sinner and many more have
cemented Drowning Pool’s place as one of the top
hard rock acts of today. Audiotopsy the alternative
metal supergroup consists of Skrape lead vocalist
Billy Keeton, Mudvayne/Hellyeah guitarist Greg
Tribbett, bass player Perry Stern and Mudvayne
drummer Matthew McDonough. Opening the
night in support of their new six song EP will be
Violent New Breed. Tickets can be picked up at
Signature Fitness or at tristatesnightout.com.

Pine Travelers
Winterland (a Grateful Dead Tribute)
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Three members of Eastern Iowa’s lauded
original roots rock band The Mayflies join forces
with a local old time/bluegrass luminary, a
psychedelic powerhouse hammond b3 player
and an experienced drummer/vocalist to
explore, emulate, and enjoy the music of The
Dead’s classic ‘69-’78 period.
Dubuque365.com

9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Pine Travelers’ music is a sonic combination
of old school funk rave-ups and the gritty
Americana of outlaw country, folk, and
bluegrass; a unique and exciting musical
mixture. Based around song writers Alex White
(Elf Lettuce/4th Coast) and Nick Clutter, the
group’s songs allow for a dance-able, energetic
live show paired with honest, meaningful lyrics
reflecting their northern midwest roots.
Issue #257
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David Brooks &
The Piano Man Xperience
Saturday, February 13 @ 7 PM
Onward Fine Arts Center (1215 E Platt St., Maquoketa IA)
Tickets: $22 adv/$25 door Adult; $13 adv/$15 door Students

If you saw The Killer the King
and Cash, and you enjoyed Jery Lee
Lewis, then you are going love David
Brooks & the Piano Man Xperience!
Southern charm and hospitality are
what you’ll find when Award Winning
Entertainer David Brooks brings his
high-energy one-of-a-kind show,
“The Piano Man Xperience” to the
stage. Catch David’s show stopping
performance, as he pays tribute to such
Piano Greats as Elton John, Billy Joel,
Ray Charles, Little Richard, Liberace, and
the Wild Man himself, Jerry Lee Lewis,

with a few surprises along the way.
You’ll also see all the crazy antics and
homespun humor that make an evening
with David an experience you’ll never
forget. From Ragtime to Rock & Roll,
it’s a non-stop party...GUARANTEED!
Advance tickets are $22 for adults
and $13 for students, or $25 and
$15 at the door, respectively. More
information and tickets are available
online at OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com
or call the box office at 563-652-9815,
Monday–Friday 9 AM–1 PM. n

Sunday, February 14

their “twins”. Former lovers & future children,
cousins & crushes, parents & partners all wind
up smeared and strewn about the record,
appearing as both opposites and same spirit
as frontman Stanton McConnell, who sings to
them with equal parts adoration, frustration,
lament and libido.

Laney Jones & The Spirits Live

Though muscular and texturally dense, Chico’s
arrangements still feel light and summery.
Floating between two planes of the mirror,
Santah manages to both find and escape
themselves in the lush landscape of Chico.
They’re singing two hymns and believing every
shiny contradiction. Live Broadcast is an art
rock band formed in 2009 by Dillon Rairdin.
Current members include Riley Thurm, Dillon
Rairdin, and Luke Long

7 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Tickets: $5
Laney Jones sings tales of love and adventure
with a voice that has been described as “a mix of
lemon, molasses, gin and gunpowder” (WPRK),
mellifluous and smooth but brimming with
passion. Her live performance highlights her
multi-instrumental prowess on banjo, ukulele,
tenor guitar and harmonica backed by her band
the Spirits. Since releasing her first studio album
Golden Road in 2013, she has traveled far from
the orange groves and marshes of her home,
graduating from Berklee College of Music and
playing festival stages at Grey Fox, Shakori Hills,
String Break, Lancaster Roots and Blues and
numerous others. laney-jones.com.

Saturday, February 20

Olivia Dvorak Live
Andy Frasco & The UN, Alec White
8:30 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
(3836 Sandy Hook Rd, Hazel Green, WI)
Andy Frasco & The U.N. are an American blues
rock band formed in Los Angeles, California,
United States in 2007. The band consists of
Andrew Frasco (lead vocals, keys), Ernie Chang
(saxophone), Shawn Eckels (guitar, vocals)
and a consistently rotating and evolving cast
of additional band members to form the U.N.
Additional featured members of the U.N. include
Daniel Avila (guitar), Andee Avila (drums, vocals),
and Steven “Supaman” Castillo (bass guitar) from
the band Philosophy of Soul, as well as members
of the Kris Lager Band: Kris Lager (guitar, vocals),
Jeremiah Weir (organ, keys), Brandon Miller (bass
guitar), John Fairchild (drums).

9 PM @ The Smokestack (62 East 7th St)
Tickets: $5
Olivia Dvorak is a songwriter and artist whose
unique songs, lyrics, and intricate guitar
playing led her to professionally record in
Nashville, TN at Treasure Isle Recorders with
some of the top musicians in the city. Her
unique country style pours into genres such as
rock, blues, Celtic, and folk. oliviadvorak.com
Since she recorded, Olivia has won two RAMI
Awards for Artist of the Year and Song of the
Year, played at one of Nashville’s iconic venues,
the Bluebird Cafe, has been a guest speaker for
several inspirational youth events, and has
directly supported country music’s legendary
Loretta Lynn, Scotty McCreery, Jana Kramar,
Drake Bell, Trace Adkins, and the Band Perry.

Thursday, February 18

American Dust + Soul Low
Santah, Live Broadcast
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: FREE
Santah identifies themselves by contrast in
the world of Chico. They have conversations
with various incarnations of themselves, or
28
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9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: $5
Soul Low are a bluesy power pop act out of
Milwaukee making their debut at The Lift.
After a long hiatus, American Dust bring their
Midwestern rock back to the bar rooms for a
little hootenanny.
Dubuque365.com

Mississippi Moon Bar
Entertainment
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets
for all performances are available at the Diamond Club inside
the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

John Waite
Saturday, January 30 @ 8 PM
Waite got his start as the lead singer of The
Babys, who had Top-40 hits like Isn’t It Time?
and Every Time I Think of You. His first solo
album, Ignition, boasted the MTV/rock radio
staple Change, which was soon followed with
what is undeniably one of the all-time greatest pop/rock ballads,
Missing You. Waite returned to the top of the charts during a twoalbum tenure as front man of the pop/rock super group Bad English.

Rubber Soul
Saturday, February 13 @ 4 and 7 PM
Emulating one of rock history’s most iconic
bands, Rubber Soul covers Beatles hits that
span their entire career. Beginning with the
“British Invasion” then explores the Sgt. Pepper era. The show
concludes with “Abbey Road” and later hits, like “Hey Jude.” The
show’s authenticity is accentuated by costume changes, guitars and
amps that recreate the Beatles’ sound.

John Mueller’s Winter Dance Party
Saturday, February 20 @ 4 and 7 PM
John Mueller’s “Winter Dance Party” is
the official live and authentic re-creation
of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and the Big Bopper’s final tour,
and the only show endorsed by the Holly, Valens and Richardson
estates. Mueller, the critically-acclaimed former star of the U.S.
touring version of the London/Broadway hit musical “Buddy—the
Buddy Holly Story,” performs as Buddy Holly with Linwood Sasser
as the Big Bopper and Ray Anthony as Ritchie Valens. The band
includes Grammy Award-winning Mike Acosta on saxophone.

Boxkar
Friday, January 29 @ 8 PM

Chris
Janson
Saturday, February 6 @ 8 PM
Singer/songwriter Janson made headlines when his song “Buy Me A Boat” quickly
landed at #1 on the iTunes Country chart and #7 on the all-genre chart. A formidable
songwriter in his own right, Janson co-wrote the hit single with Chris Dubois, who
has written several #1 songs. With undeniable charisma, Janson brings a blue-collar,
working-class, boot-stomping, hillbilly swagger to every live performance. The
Perryville, Mo. native first broke onto the music scene when he landed a year-long,
four-show-a-day gig at Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge on Nashville’s Lower Broadway.

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Mike Armstrong

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Michael Thorne
Wednesday, February 10 @ 8 PM

Dubuque’s Divas After Dark

Wednesday, February 3 @ 8 PM

Friday, February 12 @ 8 PM

Club 84: Stache Bash

Rubber Soul

Friday, February 5 @ 7 PM

Saturday, February 13 @ 4 & 7 PM

Big Game Party

Laughing Moon Comedy:
Tim Cavanagh

Sunday, February 7 @ 5:30 PM

Wednesday, February 17 @ 8 PM

Nightlife
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Codfish Hollow announces
first
spring shows
Codfish Hollow Barnstormers

(5013 288th Ave Codfish Hollow, Maquoketa, IA)

Live at Heritage Center Performing Arts Series

Jump
Rhythm Jazz Project
Saturday, February 13 @ 7:30 PM
University of Dubuque Heritage Center (2255 Bennett St)
Tickets: $25–$30 Adult; $20–$25 UD Alumni; $15 Students

Jump Rhythm Jazz Project is a
multiple-Emmy®-Award-winning
performance company based in Chicago.
JRJP celebrates the communal core of
jazz performance—dancing, singing,
and storytelling—in rhythmically
syncopated conversations to the beatdriven sounds of the blues, swinging
jazz, funk, hip hop, and world music.
Founded by Billy Siegenfeld in New
York City in 1990, JRJP has grown
into an ensemble embodying a lifeaffirming mix of percussive musicality
and emotion-driven, vocal-rhythmic
dance. Throughout performances,
lecture-demonstrations and classes,
Jump Rhythm shares with people of
wide-ranging ages and diverse cultures
its uniquely “rhythm-first,” relaxed-body
point of view called Jump Rhythm®
Technique (JRT). According to the
New York Times, JRJP “captures the
exuberant physicality of good dancers
when moments of extreme control and
abandon are seamlessly combined.”
The performance will be preceded by
a free pre-show lecture in Babka Theatre
from 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. during which a

30
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member of JRJP will share background
information on the dance company
and the evening’s performance.
The pre-show session closes with
a question-and-answer period.
The Adrian Theatre and Dance
Festival, occurring the same day at UD,
will assemble high school students from
the surrounding region who will have
the unique opportunity to engage in a
master class with Jump Rhythm Jazz
Project, as well as participate in a full
day of theater and dance activities.
Tickets for Jump Rhythm Jazz Project
can be purchased now at the Farber
Box Office Monday through Friday from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Heritage Center,
University of Dubuque, 2255 Bennett
Street; by phone at 563-585-SHOW; or
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.
This presentation is supported
by the Arts Midwest Touring Fund, a
program of Arts Midwest that is funded
by the National Endowment for the
Arts, with additional contributions from
Iowa Arts Council, the Crane Group,
and General Mills Foundation. n
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Party in a barn like you never
have before! Codfish Hollow
Barnstormers hosts live local and
national indie bands in a barn in
Maquoketa, IA. Take a hayrack ride
with Marvin and enjoy the show!
All shows are all ages. Vendors
will be on site selling food and
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages,
and art is available in the gallery.
Set up your tent and fire and
camp for free in the cow field.
Advanced tickets are available at
CodfishHollowBarnstormers.com.

Lucero - Young Outlaw’s
Tour with John Moreland

Sunday, April 3 @ 8 PM (Doors @ 6 PM)
Lucero is an American countrypunk rock band based in Memphis,
Tennessee, United States. Lucero’s
sound has been described as a
“synthesis of soul, rock, and country
[that] is distinctly Memphisian. With
11 albums under their belt and a
couple hundred shows a year, these
guys are tenured and tight on stage.
Big ol’ Texas boy, John Moreland
opens with a memorable acoustic cet.
Rachel Maddow said of Moreland “If
the American music business made
any sense, guys like John Moreland
would be household names.“

Codfish shows have a way of selling
out in advance, so don’t get left out
by waiting to pay at the gate! Codfish
Hollow is located at 5013 288th Ave,
Maquoketa, IA. Yeah, it’s in the middle
of nowhere. Just follow the signs! n

Miles Nielsen and the
Rusted Hearts and Amasa
Hines with Special Guests
The Way Down Wanderers
Saturday, May 7 @ 8 PM (Doors @ 6 PM)
Miles’s songs breathe with a sense of
yearning and ownership. You want to
have another record, another song.
You want to hit rewind. You want to
know more about this world created
in song by Mr. Nielsen. A captivating
wordsmith, instrumentalist, and
creator of hooks, Rockford Illinois’
Miles Nielsen is rare indeed. Miles is
supported by Amasa Hines, a stellar
American blues band from Little
Rock, Arkansas. Rounding out the
show the fast-paced and soulful
5-piece modern-folk Americana
act, The Way Down Wanderers,
draw in listeners with energy,
originality and soulful generosity.

Dubuque365.com

Exciting
Entertainment at Mystique
By Amanda Naderman, Mystique Casino & Resort Entertainment & Events Coordinator
Mystique Casino & Resort has experienced a lot of
entertainment changes over the years. We are currently
undergoing some very exciting changes to increase our
entertainment calendar. We will be offering
entertainment from all genres to cater to all age ranges.
You can expect to see tribute acts honoring favorite
artists, national acts from country to rock and everything
in between, comedians, and local and regional favorites.
February is full of great shows and March show
announcements will be released soon.

On February 5 and 6, 7G Distributing will be hosting
their annual Bud Light Hotel. This year’s theme is the
Throwback Hotel. On Saturday, February 5 DJ Double
J will be playing your favorite throwback songs starting
at 9 p.m. Chris Soules, from last season of ABC’s
The Bachelor, will be making a special appearance
at the Bud Light Throwback night to mix and mingle
with the crowd. The Bud girls will be hosting trivia,
games and other activities with prize giveaways all
weekend. It’s the biggest party of the year because
who throws a better party than Mystique Casino &
Resort and 7G Distributing? Last year the 7G staff had
to make a trip in a snowstorm to pick up more pallets
of beer. It will be a weekend for the record books!

Dubuque365.com

Another Lost Year, a rock group hailing from
Charlotte, North Carolina, will be performing with
special guest and local favorite Silent Redemption
on February 19. Another Lost Year had two number
one hits on Clear Channel and iHeartRadio charts.
They had their music featured on NFL’s Opening Day,
Best Ink, MTV’s The Challenge: Rivals II and many
more. They will be releasing their highly anticipated
album, It’s A Long Way Home, which they recorded
in Illinois with the help of Jose Urquiza from 3 Years
Hollow. ALY is garnering a lot of radio play with their
new single “Wolves” which has led to interest from
the top record labels. Their next album is going to be
a career defining album for them. This is a show you
do not want to miss! In addition to hearing their hit
songs such as “War On The Inside,” “Cop Car,” and
“Wolves” these guys throw down for every single show.
Their energy and stage presence is second to none.

Issue #257

During the month of February disco will be invading
Mystique Casino & Resort! The Four Swedes: Tribute to
ABBA has two shows on February 20. The Four Swedes
have been named “the closest thing to ABBA you will
ever see”. Stayin’ Alive Canada: Tribute to the Bee Gees
will be performing on February 27 with two shows. “The
vocal match of Mitch Seekins, Todd Sharman and Tony
Mattini, create an eerie sense of seeing the brothers Gibb
alive in concert... an event virtually impossible to see
today.” Show times are at 5pm and 8pm for both events
leaving plenty of time to dine and hit the casino floor
before and after the shows. Both groups reside in
Canada and will be stopping in Dubuque following their
performances in Chicago.

America’s Got Talent season ten first runner-up,
Drew Lynch, will be performing his stand-up routine on
Friday, February 26. Drew Lynch moved to Los Angeles
to pursue an acting career at the age of 19. He was hit
in the throat with a softball leaving him with a severe
stutter. He knew he could not continue acting but was
not ready to give up performing. He began his stand-up
comedy career and used the stutter for his routine. He
has also appeared on The Dr. Oz show and Idiot Test.
Tickets for all upcoming shows are on sale now
at www.mystiquedbq.com/entertainment. n
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The steaks are aged, hand-cut Certified Black Angus and
are flame broiled on the grill. (Fun Fact: the beef is
Aberdeen Black Angus native to Scotland. In the United
States Red Angus and Black Angus are considered separate
breeds. Black Angus is the most common breed of cattle in
this country because it is prized for its marbling qualities).

CHAMPAGNE
Revisited
by Rich Belmont

Right about now you are probably wondering where
to go for an entertaining winter date night or maybe
someplace special for Valentine’s Day. Well, here’s
an idea: how about Champagne inside the Mystique
Casino? Actually you can make it a whole day of fun
and excitement by going early and trying your luck
at the gaming tables or slots all the while looking
forward to a delicious and expertly prepared dinner.

Loras College and the University of Dubuque before being
appointed Chef de Cuisine at Champagne seven months ago.
This is the kind of restaurant where it is almost necessary
to begin your dinner with some appetizers because there
are so many different flavors to choose from. Counting
the Flat Breads there are twelve starters to enjoy. Some
of the standouts are:

If you haven’t been to Champagne recently you
might not know it is no longer a French restaurant
but has been transformed into a terrific Midwest
Steakhouse and Seafood Restaurant.
The culinary staff has managed to maintain the high quality
cuisine while at the same time reducing the prices to a
level more in keeping with the expectations of the local
citizenry. This is no small feat and must be attributed to the
creativity and experience of Champagne’s management.
John Torres, the Food and Beverage Director
received his training at the Washburne Culinary
Institute in Chicago. He has had a long career as a
chef and has learned from French Master Chefs at
Maxim’s de Paris and LaTour, both in Chicago.
Scott Mullin is the Executive Chef. He studied at the Iowa
Culinary Institute and was a Chef at Christopher’s in Des
Moines and Executive Sous-Chef at the Des Moines Club.

Beef Tenderloin Crostini
– (kroh-STEE-nee) - The
word means “little toasts”
so pepper crusted beef
with horseradish cream
are placed on thin slices
of toasted bread.
Shrimps de Jonghe – a casserole of whole peeled shrimp
baked with garlic sherry-laced buttered bread crumbs with
cayenne pepper and paprika. (Fun Fact: this dish originated
sometime between 1899 and 1923 at De Jonghe’s Hotel
in Chicago. The recipe is attributed to the hotel’s owners,
Belgian immigrants Henri, Pierre, and Charles De Jonghe)
Shrimp Cocktail – Five large shrimp served with Mystique
sauce: cognac and mayonnaise are added to traditional
cocktail sauce making it creamier.
Stuffed Mushrooms
– Crimini (kree-MEEnee) mushroom
caps are stuffed with
Italian sausage and
Mediterranean seasoning.

Lisa Dalsing, the Food and Beverage Manger just
celebrated her 20th year at the Mystique Casino.
The newest member of the
culinary management team
is Chef de Cuisine Benjamin
Donovan. He is only 27
years old and already
he is an accomplished
chef. Ben graduated from
Kirkwood Community
College in Cedar Rapids, IA
in 2008 with a degree in
culinary arts. He cooked at

Crab Cakes – lump crab is mixed with carrots, celery and
red peppers and is served with a bacon butter sauce and
lemon aioli.

Bruschetta (bru-sketta) – In Italian the consonant “ch”
has a hard “k” sound. Grilled bread rubbed with garlic is
topped with chopped tomatoes, olive oil, basil and salt.
Baked French Onion Soup – slow cooked caramelized
onions are added to a rich beef broth. Then it is
baked in a crock covered with Swiss and Smoked
Gouda cheese producing a crusty topping.
32
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The Ribeye is 14 ounces of tender flavor enhanced by a
marbling of fat while the Kansas City Strip offers a more
intense savory beef taste. A Kansas City Strip and a New
York Strip Steak are both a cut of meat from the short
loin so they are really the same thing. Both can be
supplied as boneless or bone-in. In most restaurants a
New York Strip is boneless but a Kansas City Strip could
include a bone or it might not. Here at Champagne the
strip does have a bone making for a sweeter flavor.
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Prime Rib is available on Friday and Saturday
nights. It is rubbed with garlic, cracked black
pepper and kosher salt and slow roasted.
The most popular steak is the Porterhouse. This
marvelous pound and a half of beef is essentially an
oversized T-bone steak. It has a large tenderloin on one
side of the bone and a huge New York Strip on the other.
The steaks are char
broiled to delicious but it
is always fun to order one
of the signature toppings
to enhance your taste:
Brandy Peppercorn Sauce,
Gorgonzola Butter, or
Sautéed Mushrooms &
Onions.
The Pork dishes are a
pretty neat alternative
when you don’t feel like
having beef. The Bacon
Wrapped Pork Tenderloin is
prepared with a béchamel
Dubuque365.com
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and White Wine and Gouda Cheese sauce. The Baby Back
Ribs are slow roasted 5 to 6 hours with Chef Ben’s personal
homemade seasoning rub. You choose Honey BBQ or
homemade Citrus Chipotle Sauce or you might find no
sauce is even better for enjoying Ben’s special seasoning.
The Seafood delights are so good you might think you
are in a fish shanty on the coast rather than in a Casino
on the Mississippi River.
Chicken Scaloppini – (skol-a-PEE-nee) - this is a thin scallop
of meat, in this case chicken, which is dredged in flour and
sautéed. The scaloppini can be ordered in three styles:

Filet of Beef Oscar – beef tenderloin medallions topped with
lump crab, asparagus and finished with a Béarnaise sauce.

Kiev – the chicken is pan fried and topped with herb butter.
Marsala – sautéed with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce.
Piccata – sautéed in lemon, garlic, white wine and capers.
Salmon 2 Ways – an 8 ounce salmon filet is hand cut
and then prepared with either Dijon mustard and
parmesan breadcrumbs or browned in an olive oil with
Cajun seasoning. Or you can order the way Julie on my
tasting team did and get half mustard and half Cajun.

By now you might think you’ll have to have many date
nights to try all these tremendous dishes. But there’s more!
The House Specialties include:

Crab Legs – These are sweet, tasty Alaskan Kink Crab
Legs possessing a succulent texture. (Fun Fact: Crab legs
are cooked right on the fishing boats or immediately
after the boats dock. They are caught, cooked, then blast
frozen to preserve the fresh taste).

And like I always say:
a fine dinner calls for a
scrumptious dessert. The
Brownie Cheesecake is
made with orange stout
beer. You can order
New York Cheesecake
with seasonal berries
or turtle style. The
chocolate cake is layers
separated by chocolate mousse and the Apple Crisp
a la Mode is made in-house. I highly recommend
this one because fire roasted apples seasoned with
cinnamon and sugar are topped with oatmeal, brown
sugar, butter, vanilla ice cream and caramel.
Champagne can accommodate large groups and has
so many tastes there is something for everybody.
As they say in the Casino: What’s Your Mystique?

Seafood Capellini – scallops, shrimp and mussels over
capellini pasta with a lemon garlic and white wine sauce.

Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see
reviewed? Please send your requests, suggestions and
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com. n

Champagne
Scallops & Shrimp – the scallops are Northern
Atlantic wild caught and are quite large. They are
13 to 15 per pound and are bacon wrapped.
Lobster Tail – these tails are an impressive 12 to 14
ounces and are from Northern Maine. (Fun Fact:
Maine lobsters can reach a body length of 25 inches
and can weigh as much as 44 pounds. The Maine
lobster is the heaviest crustacean in the world).
Catch of the Week – each week Chef Ben chooses a
fish he would like you to try. Last week his choice was
Blackened Marlin. It was rubbed with oil and blackened
then finished in the oven and topped with pineapple salsa.
Those who love chicken will not be
disappointed here either. You can choose:
Chicken Florentine – a chicken breast is stuffed
with a homemade Florentine filling of spinach and
a cream sauce made from spinach, basil, sundried
tomatoes and seasonings in a béchamel sauce.
Florentine (floor-en-TEEN) means a food is prepared
in the style of the Italian region of Florence. It is
always characterized by the inclusion of spinach.
Dubuque365.com

Veal Piccata – veal prepared the same as the Chicken
Scaloppini Piccata and served over angel hair pasta.
So now you might ask what the difference between
Angel Hair and Capellini is. Capellini (kap-pay-LEE-nee)
means “little hairs” and refers to a very fine spaghetti.
Capelli d’ Angelo literally means angel hair and in
Italy angel hair is even thinner than capellini. In this
country the two names are used interchangeably.
Rack of Lamb – a Frenched rack is rubbed with
Dijon mustard, garlic and herbed bread crumbs and
is pan roasted. There are only a couple of places in
this area where you will find lamb on the menu!
Roasted Vegetable Orecchiette (or-ay-key-eh-teh)
– the translation from Italian is literally “small ear”
and refers to round pasta resembling ears. Here the
pasta is tossed with onions, carrots, mushrooms and
basil pesto and topped with chopped tomatoes.
Issue #257

1855 Greyhound Park Road, Dubuque, IA
563-582-6822 • MystiqueDBQ.com
Hours: Wed–Thu: 5–9 PM; Fri–Sat: 5–10 PM;
Sun–Tue: Closed
Dining Style: Casual
Noise Level: Loud when full
Recommendations: Appetizers: Baked
French Onion Soup, Shrimp Cocktail,
Crab Cakes, Stuffed Mushrooms
Entrées: Filet Mignon, Kansas City Strip, Ribeye,
Porterhouse, Salmon 2 Ways, Bacon Wrapped
Scallops & Shrimp, Lobster Tail, Chicken Scaloppini,
Veal Piccata, Seafood Capellini, Rack of Lamb,
Filet of Beef Oscar, Apple Crisp A La Mode
Liquor Service: Full Bar, Flavored Martinis,
Dessert Drinks
Prices: Appetizers: $4.95–$10.95;
Entrées: $14.95–$45.95
Pay Options: Cash, All Major Credit
Cards, No Checks, ATM on premises
Accessibility: Ramp in Casino
Kids Policy: No one under 21 admitted
Reservations: Recommended on Fri & Sat
Catering: Yes – private parties on premises only
Take Out: Yes • Delivery: No
Parking: Free Valet Parking or large private lot
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Nutrition
Fuels Fitness
by Hy-Vee nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury), Amy Cordingley (Locust), and Tricia Rau (Dodge)
If your New Year’s resolution includes making 2016
the year you get fit and start a workout program, good
for you. Along with that workout plan, you’re going
to need a plan for healthy eating and hydration.
Here’s why: Sports nutrition helps us fuel our
exercise and promotes rapid recovery. We need to
start hydration and healthy eating 30 minutes to 3
hours prior to our exercise. In addition, if our exercise
is more than an hour in duration, we’ll need to make
sure we are continuing to hydrate. And after exercise,
to promote recovery, we will need to continue
hydrating and replacing electrolytes and protein.
The benefits of sports nutrition include:
• Allows you to train harder longer
• Delays onset of fatigue
• Improves body composition and strength
• Enhances concentration
• Prepares the body for the next day’s workout
• Helps maintain healthy immune function
• Reduces the potential for injury
• Reduces the risk of heat cramps and GI distress
What should you eat for a pre-exercise meal or snack?
Kim Schwabenbauer, RD, LDN, CSSD, Registered
Dietitian, Coach & Professional Triathlete, recommends
a high carbohydrate meal/snack that is reasonably
low in fat/fiber and that you have tried before (i.e.
nothing new). It should be eaten 2 to 3 hours prior to

exercise and should consist of 200 to 500 calories,
depending on the duration and intensity of the workout.
The closer you get to your exercise time, decrease
the carbohydrate and calorie content of the meal/
snack and choose a smaller snack. You can also include
some lean protein—milk on cereal or Greek yogurt.
During exercise, consider a sports drink to improve
mental function. To stay hydrated, make sure you
drink fluids throughout the day. Water is also the
best choice. It’s best to save sports drinks for longer
duration exercise (more than 60 minutes) as they
provide carbohydrates, sodium and other electrolytes.
After a workout, chocolate milk can be a great
choice to replenish muscles. In a study reported
in the International Journal of Sport Nutrition and
Exercise Metabolism, (Chocolate Milk vs. Sports
Supplements, 2006), athletes in a lab setting
at Indiana University biked until exhaustion, then
rested for 4 minutes. During the break, they drank
either chocolate milk or Gatorade or another sports
recovery drink, Endurox. Results showed that
chocolate milk was as effective as Gatorade and
twice as effective as Endurox in muscle recovery.
For an after-workout snack, aim for 15 to 25
grams of protein, such as a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich, beef stick and crackers, apple and peanut
butter or low-fat string cheese and crackers.

A smoothie with Greek yogurt also is a
good after-workout meal. However, be careful
when it comes to calories and smoothies.
Some can add up to a lot of extra calories.
Here’s a favorite smoothie recipe. Greek yogurt
and nut butter boost protein, and ground flaxseed
adds omega-3s in this fresh fruit smoothie recipe.
Use ice cubes if you like a frosty smoothie or
opt for water if you don’t want it so cold. n
The information is not intended as medical advice. Please
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Improving
Relationships
by Matt Booth
If you desire to improve your life, it is
essential to improve your relationships.
There are many people who can enrich
your experience on earth. If you want
to improve your relationships - add
value. Any type of relationship, whether
it is between family members, people
you work with, friends, or customers,
takes work to maintain and build
upon. Successful relationships work
because there is value for both parties.
If you haven’t previously thought
about your relationships in terms of
exchanging value, you should. When
both sides receive value, both will
be happy and reap the benefits.
Some benefits of
improving relationships:
• Increase sense of purpose
• Boost happiness
• Reduce stress
• Improve self-worth
• Help cope with traumas
Dubuque365.com

To improve a relationship, first and
foremost, don’t bring problems to it.
If you continually gossip, whine, or
complain, you are not adding any value.
Conflict in a relationship is virtually
inevitable. In itself, conflict isn’t a
problem; how it’s handled, however, can
improve your relationship or tear it apart.
Keep in mind that the more value you
add to your relationships, the more it will
improve. In almost every relationship, the
very action of deliberately adding value
will result in the other party reciprocating.
Relationships often take a back seat to
other priorities and get taken for granted.
Without even recognizing it, they gradually
have less and less value to offer. If the
downward cycle of less value continues,
the relationship will become nonexistent.
However, if one party realizes what is
happening and then takes deliberate
steps to add value again, then the other
party will soon notice the change and
begin doing the same in their own way.

Any living being and any living
relationship needs nurturing to flourish;
left alone, left untended, left uncared for,
and the survival rate is not good. This
means setting aside time, however brief,
to add value and build the relationship.
How can you add more value to your
relationships? Identify ways in which
you can make each relationship more
beneficial for the other person and start

adding those values! Not only will your
deliberate addition of values to the
relationship improve the relationship
itself, it will also improve your own selfesteem. When you have the intention
of adding value to a relationship and
you make consistent efforts to add
value, you have a great strategy for
improving your relationships. n

Mattitude Quote

“As long as you live in this broken world, your attitude will be tested.” —Matt Booth
Matt Booth, the attitude expert, is an engaging speaker. He demonstrates and
delivers a common sense approach to a positive attitude. To find out how Matt
can help you or your organization, connect with him today at mattbooth.com.
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XENOTRANSPLANTATION
By Bob Gelms
Our book this week is Ancestor, a
novel by Scott Sigler and it’s absolutely
overflowing with xenotransplantation,
that is, the transplanting of organs from
one species into another species. It’s
as if H. G. Wells’ The Island of Doctor
Moreau meets Michael Crichton’s
Jurassic Park meets Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley’s Frankenstein. It’s an
excellent book, another one of those
infamous I-can’t-put-it-down novels.
In the Arctic there are three or four
high-tec companies experimenting
with ways to produce an animal with
organs transplantable into human
without the problem of rejection.
Some of this work is illegal and most
of this work is dangerous, hence, the
location in the great white north.
As you might expect there is an
accident at one of the facilities that
unleashes a virulent form of the
flu, Xenozoonosis, even worse than
the Spanish Flu of 1918 and it kills
everybody at the outpost in a few
hours. To keep this deadly disease from
spreading, the laboratory is nuked. The
US Government decides to end the
research at the other tec companies,
too, effectively putting them out of
business. Thus endeth the problem: NOT.
One of the companies, Genada,
gets the word ahead of time and
concludes the government can stick it.
They airlift their research facility and
all the personnel to a remote island
in the middle of Lake Superior and
then they go off the grid so no one
can find them. Their work continues.
The Holy Grail is the development
of an animal with organs the same size
as humans’ in such plentiful amounts
that the cost would be significantly
reduced. These organs would also not
switch on the rejection factor. Any
bio-tec company that accomplishes
this would be rich beyond their
dreams. You can read in the book
how the science works. By the way,
all the science in Ancestor is planted
in reality and explained in everyday
English so even I could understand it.
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After the move to Lake Superior,
a raging blizzard hits the island and
you might say that’s where the wheels
come off. They are trapped on the
island threatened by the storm but
also threatened by their experiments
but they don’t clearly know that just
yet. They have been using cows as
surrogate mothers for the animals they
have genetically engineered. What
ensues is one of the great pieces of
science gone awry that I’ve ever read.
You’ll have to read it, too, because I’m
not telling you anymore. Just say it’s a
page-turner and you might never look
at cows the same way ever again.
The science of human-to-human
transplants has been an incredible
success. The things holding it back are the
wretchedly small availability of organs and
the body’s protection device, rejection,
doing its job perfectly and rejecting these
foreign organs that are meant to do the
body a service. Right now heavy drugs
are used to suppress the rejection factor.
For a long time now experimenters
have been using Xenotransplantation
to try and solve this problem. Fist they
used chimps, our closes relatives in the
animal world. We even share a blood
type, O, with chimps that can go from
humans-to-chimps or from chimps-tohumans without any problem. But the
rejection factor still raised its ugly head.
So, nowadays experimenters harvest
organs or parts of organs from pigs
and transplant them into chimps. This
too has proven to have its limitations.
It is this area that produces
extremely interesting novels, where
the limitations of real science meet
science fiction. I would say almost the
best kind of science fiction because
it seems like it could already be
happening somewhere in the world.
That’s where the lines of fiction and
reality are blurred, like in Ancestor. On
one level it’s a very thought provoking
book and on another a rip roaring
story of greed, murder, science and
horror. It’s a great read by the fireplace
on a cold, snowy winter night. n
Dubuque365.com
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Hey guys and gals and
all you lovers out there!

Here comes that one day a year where you can show
the person you love just how much they really mean
to you! Here’s a few creative ideas from our expert
designers from The Flower Shoppe at Steve’s Ace.
This year Valentine’s Day is on Sunday, February
14th. Why not surprise the special woman in your life
with an early flower delivery on Friday? Nothing feels
better than receiving flowers or gifts while you’re still at
work and making your co-workers jealous! On Sunday,
have a small bouquet for on the table for that romantic
dinner you spent all day preparing. (Hint! Hint!)
If you know your better half is not much of a flower
person, The Flower Shoppe carries an amazing selection
of other gift ideas. Sometimes a nice office plant can
really brighten their day and will keep on lasting. We
also carry a large selection of Thymes lotions and
body products in several amazing scents. Maybe the
gift of fun jewelry, scarves or a Baggalini purse would

be ideal? We also have a great selection of beautifully
scented candles and waxes for electric melters. Any
of these gifts can also be incorporated with or into a
floral arrangement to make them even more special.
Keeping it simple? We just got in some
clever, witty and often hilarious cards made by
a native Iowan that will ensure your better half
you went the extra mile. Pair that with a single
rose for an understated but thoughtful gift.
Ladies, don’t forget about the men in your
lives either! A Yeti rambler would make a very cool
gift for a lucky man. Big Green Egg and Weber
grilling accessories would also make a great gift,
plus you might even get a great meal out of it.
Ultimately Valentine’s Day is meant to remind
those near and dear to you that are thinking
of them. Stop by Steve’s Ace and let us make
your Valentine feel extra special this ye n
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Dear Glenda,

Dear Glenda,

Seasonal depression has kicked in. I
know I’m among many suffering from
the Midwest blues. I can’t find my way
out of my PJs. Along with that comes the
extra pounds. I eat and eat more, isolate
and don’t partake in social gatherings.
I’m lonely, always tired and watch way to
much TV and live vicariously through lives
on Facebook. Can you cast a spell on me
and breathe some life back into my days?
—Cloudy with way too many meatballs

I have a rather big problem in my
life that needs addressing. I come
from a large, successful family who is
always boasting about their material
possessions. I am comfortable in my
ample surroundings, however, at family
gatherings, they make me feel inferior. I
don’t have much in common with them
and spending every holiday with them
is laborious. Do you have any advice?
—The Black Sheep

Dear Sad Sack,

Dear Honest John,

We all know the advantages and
disadvantages of the four seasons:
the renewal of spring, the energy of
summer, the beauty of the fall and the
winters chaos of wonder and solitude. No
magic here. Just a daunting realization
that layering is a part of life this time
of year. Unfortunately for you, the
top lining is the only thing that fits.

I, for one, appreciate your humility,
meager life style and probably a cat
somewhere in the mix. I’m thinking
you are a middle “forgotten” child
who typically has better balance
then the rest of the litter.

Now what you can do is start with
sleeping naked. You’ll wake up, look in
the mirror and think “holy blubber” and
maybe kick the donuts and bad tele and
chose to eat something sensible along
with a big helping of a daily reflection
on how to live each day to its fullest.
The next thing you know, the phone
will ring—a friend wanting to visit.
Before committing, you must shovel
and throw on a scarf for a pop of
color. The padding you thought you
needed isn’t necessary because of
the body heat now acquired. You’ll
notice birds and squirrels scampering
for food, perhaps encouraging a
thought to gather some scraps from
your almost barren cabinet to share.
Now with a newfound sense of hope,
off you go with a companion to share
ideas and slowly, but most certainly, will
creep out out funkland. Everything falls
into place when you retire the sweat
pants along with the “poor me” woes
and see promising new hope for the
not-so-bleak days of winter ahead.
— Only you can make a change, Glenda
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Regardless, did you happen to read what
you wrote? Hobnobbing with pompous
personalities let alone of the family
kind is nothing shy of painful. I admire
you continuing the relationships. I’d
rather chew off my foot, kinda like that
guy who cut off his hand with a pocket
knife to free himself from the crevice...
So, here’s my unrealistic advice: an
invisible remote to mute or fast forward.
I think one of the comic book guys has
something like it. Maybe you can market
it and make a fortune and turn into a
dipshit or better yet, utilize the pause
button to stand on your soap box and
enlighten them about the shallowness of
material worth, the anxieties associated
with and above all some zip facts about
the poor for them to choke on next time
they boast about their land of luxury.
You impresse me. Money does not
buy happiness but hopefully dinner
on them so something good can
come from family obligatory meals.
—XO, Glenda
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Aries
(March 21–April 19)
A dog’s bladder waits for no man.

Taurus
(April 20–May 20)
Whoever this “Bill” is that’s taking
over social media, he sure is a smug little
bastard. You could try and create an “anti-Bill,”
but that’d just be feeding into the madness.

Gemini
(May 21–June 20)
If you are thinking of going into
the restaurant business in the midwest, please
make sure it’s something as attractive and
desirable as In-N-Out or Shake Shack. Because
if you don’t, I’m outta here!

Cancer
(June 21–July 22)
If you’re having trouble figuring
out if your next big important purchase should
be a robot vacuum or a computer of some sort,
check Amazon and see what they have in the
hybrid vacuum/computer department. It may
cost $15 and suck at doing both, but at least
you saved some money!

Leo
(July 23–August 22)
Remember: Dubuque was once
recognized as having the best water in the
world. If some state politician says there needs
to be a change in water supply for savings’
sake, run ‘em out on a rail!

Virgo

Libra
(September 23–October 22)
“Why must [you] be a teenager in
love?” Because you’re 13, full of acne, and can’t
talk to the opposite sex—that’s why.

Scorpio
(October 23–November 21)
It’s a shame that Dan Fogelberg’s
still alive and David Bowie is not. Bowie never
wrote sap.

Sagittarius
(November 22–December 21)
(Dan Fogelberg’s still alive, right?)

Capricorn
(December 22–January 19)
Getting a toddler not to throw his
or her toys is like asking the wind not to blow.
Believe me—I’ve tried to tell both to stop
before.

Aquarius
(January 20–February 18)
People will often tell you to “pick
yourself up by your bootstraps.”. What they
keep forgetting is that a bootstrap is only 2
inches’ worth of material. Fat lot of good
those’ll do when you’re trying to pick your
whole self up by them.

Pisces

PUZZLE ANSWERS

(February 19–March 20)
I hope you’re ready for The “Super
Bowl” of Commercials, or as they call it, the
Super Bowl.

(August 23–September 22)
If you have a lot of Christmas gifts
that you didn’t like, I think it’s on you to turn
White Elephant/Yankee Swap into a national
holiday. Affect change!
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