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Where’s Wando
We’ve hidden Wando somewhere in this issue of 365ink. Can you find him?
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We’ve officially crossed over from
the season of pumpkin spice (for some
reason, there’s a couple months a year
when everyone calls cinnamon “pumpkin
spice” and it’s very annoying) into the
season of generalized holiday gluttony
where caramel and chocolate battle
with peppermint and glaze for sugar
supremacy. And coming in from the side
like a regiment of Christmas cavalry is a
hoard of foods based almost entirely on
cream cheese.
These are the holidays, people! A time
when we must bulk up and add all those
pounds we lost in the first ten months of
the year in less than six weeks, just so we
have something to strive for after the first
of the year… the body we had in October.
I thought I had a bad enough body
in June, but that’s when nature plays a
cruel joke and says, “Oh yeah, I’m going
to break some bones and twist some
ankles so you can’t walk for three months
and, well, can still barely walk after six
months.” The only thing that aches as
much these days as my body when I crawl
out of bed in the morning is my body
when I crawl into bed at night.
This time last year, I could hop off the
back of the pickup and not think twice
about it. If I hopped off the back of the
pickup today, you’d probably find me
right now in a heap on the ground where I
foolishly hit. How on earth can it possibly
hurt more to go down steps than up
steps? You shouldn’t have to suspend a
conversation whilst on the steps because
the sounds your knees make are too loud
to be heard clearly. And when you slowly
bend to stretch those back muscles out,
then stand up, those back muscles are
now supposed to be stretched out. Why
in the name of all that is holy is my back
just as tight on the second bend as it was
on the first? This is insanity. The world is
spinning backwards I think.
And it’s not that I have a new-found
respect now for everyone else who
grumbles about their aches and pains.
No, just the opposite. I don’t want to
hear no bellyachin’ about “I can’t, I’m too
sore”, because I’m too sore, too, and I still
have to go do it, so suck it up. These toys
aren’t going to haul themselves.
The other night we were supposed
to have a band gig but it got cancelled a
while back. That night arrived, and I was
still sitting at my desk at a time when I’d
normally be packing up for the gig. As I
packed up instead to go home, I felt the
sweetest relief that I didn’t have a gig
that night. Good Lord, what was I even
thinking to try to book a band gig in the
middle of toy season? Who would heap
Dubuque365.com

all of the extra work on themselves when
they’ve already got more work to do than
any two mere mortals could possibly do
in a month?
Speaking of that, I’ve heaped a bunch
of extra work on myself this month by
creating a gigantic new event for kids
in Dubuque called the Toys For Tots
Christmas Party at Five Flags. Yes, I am
that stupid. But somehow, by the skin of
my teeth and the seat of my pants, this is
totally going to happen, and it’s going to
be awesome. There’s a big story about it in
this issue of 365ink because, you know, it’s
my newspaper, and I can do stuff like that.
Speaking of “I can do stuff like that,”
I also used the social media power of
our 15,000 Dubuque365 Facebook fans
to do a silent auction fundraiser for
Toys For Tots this year. I collected some
great auction packages from some very
generous people and businesses, and it
all wrapped up yesterday. I’m thrilled to
say that that fully Facebook-driven little
endeavor harvested us $8,000 for Marine
Corps Toys For Tots. How cool is that?!
Answer… only kinda cool. Because
now we have to distribute the winning
items to the 60+ auction bid winners at
exactly the same time that we’re trying
to deliver 20,000 toys to 5,000 kids.
Someone wasn’t thinking when they
thought this up. And yes, that was me.
Next year this action is going to only last
a week so we can get all the stuff out
there before toys have me completely
suffocated by December 1st.
I sure can whine can’t I? Here’s one
thing I’m not whining about. We have
the Theisen’s Stuff the Truck for Toys For
Tots event this weekend, December 5–6
(there’s a story about that in this issue
too, of course.) And the weatherman on
my phone says it’s going to be almost 50
degrees! I’ve done this event in blizzards
and negative temperatures, so I say bring
on the beach chairs and fruity drinks with
little umbrellas in them. This one’s gonna
be a cake walk. Especially since I’ve got
Boy Scouts to do all the heavy lifting for
me all day. See, I’m dumb (and sore) but I
ain’t stupid!
Go Hawks! n
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Thursday, December 3
Book Signing: Nathan Ripperger

Winter Farmers Market

Dubuque
Fighting Saints
Waterloo Black Hawks: Saturday, December 5 @ 7:05 PM
Madison Capitols: Thursday, December 10 @ 7:05 PM
Mystique Community Ice Center (1800 Admiral Sheehy Dr)

The Saints return home for another
night of high speed USHL Hockey Action.
Individual game tickets start at just $10
when purchased in advance. There is not
a bad seat at the Mystique Community
Ice Center, but fans love center section
seats and front row seats that put you in
the heart of the action.
December 5 is against Waterloo
Black Hawks and is the 6th Annual Teddy
Bear Toss with Media partner Superhits

106.1. Bring a new Teddy Bear to throw
onto the ice for Toys for Tots!
December 10 is against Madison
Capitols and is Battle of the Boarder
presented by U.W. Platteville. College
Night with special ticket package for
students with valid College ID.
Tickets are available in advance at
DubuqueFightingSaints.com or at the
door or call 563-583-6880 for more
information. n

Saturdays: November–April @ 9 AM–Noon
Colts Center
Started in 2007, the all-volunteer driven market
returns to the Colts Center (1101 Main St in
Dubuque), focusing on supporting our regional
food system, eating from our food shed yearround and providing annual funding to farmers
through our grant program. Great homemade
and baked goods, plus mat, cheese, eggs and,
yes, vegetables! For more information, visit
wintermarketdbq.com.

Galena Winter Farmers’ Market
Second Wednesday of each month:
Now through April @ 4–6 PM
Galena Center for the Arts (Galena, IL)
Devotees of fresh food and produce, baked
delicacies, hand created items, and sweet
“somethings” will not have to hibernate
this winter. All items sold at the market are
created, grown, or made locally. Galena Center
for the Arts is located at 219 Summit Street
in Galena, IL. Ample parking is available.
GalenaWinterMarket.com.

5:30–6:30 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Nathan Ripperger has assembled around 80
of the funniest, weirdest, and most amusing
things he’s found himself saying and paired
them with full-color, designed images that
bring these outrageously hysterical quotes to
life. Ripperger is a videographer and graphic
designer who lives with his wife and five
boys in Dubuque. For more information, visit
RiverLights.com or call 563-556-4391.

Friday, December 4

Book Signing: Donald Harstad
5:30–6:30 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Donald Harstad is the former Elkader Sheriff.
Join River Lights as he signs copies of his latest
Carl Houseman mystery, November Rain.
Houseman’s daughter, Jane, has been studying
abroad in the UK. When her best friend Emma
Schiller is kidnapped, Houseman desperate
to protect his daughter and help her friend,
accepts Scotland Yard’s invitation to take him
on as a consultant.

Doug
T Comedy Hypnosis Show
Friday, December 4 @ 7 and 9 PM

Mystique Casino Cabaret (1855 Greyhound Park Rd)
After touring as a stand up comic
for years Doug wanted a new way to
create a better show and entertain more
people. That is when he started studying
hypnosis and all different types of ways
to hypnotize people. Doug wanted to
take Comedy Hypnosis to the next level
by creating a show that is different from
all of the rest. He adds in his quick wit
and spot on impressions to make the
4
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show fun from beginning to end. His
comedy background is a large part of
this ability. He has toured and still tours
with some of the big names in comedy.
Tickets are $10 for General
Admission Seating and $15 for
Front Row Reserved Seating.
Visit MystiqueDBQ.com or call
563-582-3647 for tickets and more
information. n
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Book
Signing: Donna Bauerly
Sunday, December 6 @ 1–2 PM
River Lights Bookstore (1098 Main St)
Sunday, December 20 @ 2–3:30 PM
Carnegie-Stout Public Library (360 W 11th St)
Donna Bauerly, professor emeritus
at Loras College, will discuss her new
biography of local professor and poet
Raymond Roseliep.
Raymond Roseliep: Man of Art
Who Loves the Rose, ten years in the
making, is the definitive biography
of Father Raymond Roseliep: priest,
educator, poet, private man. Donna
Bauerly’s painstaking study considers
the many elements that combined to
form Roseliep’s complicated life and art.
Surely the most detailed and exhaustive
treatment of the life and works of any
English-language haiku poet, Raymond
Roseliep will be the book all that follow
use as a model.
Copies of the book are available
at River Lights Bookstore. For more

information, contact River Lights
at 563-556-4391 or the library at
563-589-4225. n

Saturday, December 5
Fall Dance
7 PM @ Knights of Columbus Hall
Join Social Connections for Singles for their
Fall Dance at the Knights of Columbus Hall.
Music provided by Ron Lubbers. This fun event
is open to the public—married or single! Cost
is $6. For more information, contact Maureen
Tyne at me61028@yahoo.com.

Galena Artist Guild Holiday Art Show
DeSoto House Hotel (Galena, IL)
This juried event on December 5 and 6
features a wide variety of media. For more
information, visit GalenaArtists.com or email
gigisensei@jcwifi.com.

Sunday, December 6
Turtle Telemetry
1 PM @ Swiss Valley Nature Center (Peosta, IA)
Talk turtles with Jeramie Strickland of USFWS,
an expert in the field. He is passionate,
knowledgeable, and a great public speaker.
Enjoy his research on the ornate box turtles
as well as other amazing turtle adaptation
information. Call 563-556-6745.

Reptile Riot
2 PM @ Hurstville Interpretive Center
(Maquoketa, IA)
Learn with a naturalist about Iowa’s scaliest
critters – turtles, lizards, and snakes. This
program will showcase live animals and
everyone will get something to take home. Call
563-652-3783 or visit JacksonCCB.com.

Movie Screening: Tangerine

Live at Heritage Center Performing Arts Series:

The
celtic tenors
Friday, December 11 @ 7:30 PM

University of Dubuque Heritage Center, John and Alice Butler Hall
(2255 Bennett St)
The only tenor group with a truly
global audience, The Celtic Tenors,
presented in cooperation with Irish
Hooley, give audiences a night to
remember. Whether playing a cathedral
or major concert halls in New York,
Amsterdam, or Dubuque, the Irelandbased tenors genuinely love what they
do and audiences will witness this firsthand through songs like the haunting
“Danny Boy” and exhilarating classics
like “Nessun Dorma”. Celtic Tenors
performances feature a host of classic
Irish/Celtic tunes plus a dose of popular
songs and a dash of good humor.
These world class singers, comprised of
Matthew Gilsenan, James Nelson, and
Daryl Simpson, have never been known
to take themselves too seriously!
The Celtic Tenors have performed
together for 15 years and have broken
new ground by stepping away from
their classical roots, and adding a more
6
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contemporary edge. The group has No.
1 chart positions in Ireland and Germany,
three Platinum selling albums, and was
on the top-ten US Billboard and Canadian
Charts. They were recently signed by
Decca/Universal Records and are in
the process of recording a new album
following up on the success of their
recent CD release, “Feels Like Home.”
The performance will be preceded
by a free pre-show concert on the Cyber
Café Knapp Stage from 6–7 PM featuring
holiday favorites performed by the
University of Dubuque Jazz Ensemble,
directed by Nicholas Bratcher.
Tickets are $31–$36 for adults,
$26–$31 for UD alumni, and $19 for
students and can be purchased at the
Farber Box Office Monday through
Friday from 10 AM–5 PM at Heritage
Center, University of Dubuque, by
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at
DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n
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Monday, December 7

2 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
An independent film shot entirely on iPhones,
“Tangerine” (2015) is a comedy-drama
about the Christmas Eve adventures of two
transgender prostitutes in Los Angeles.
The movie is 88 minutes long and is rated
R. Admission is free. For more information,
call the Library at 563-589-4225 or visit
dubuque.lib.ia.us/movienight.

Galena Artist Guild Holiday Art Show

“Those Who Care” LGBT+ Families &
Allies Support Group
6:30–8 PM @ Multicultural Family Center
A free community gathering for friends,
families, and allies of the LGBT+ community.
Come join the support, conversations,
questions and programs. All are welcome to
this ongoing group. Program hosted by Andrea
Beacham. The Multicultural Family Center is
located at 1157 Central Ave. Visit MFCDBQ.org
or call 563-582-3681 for more information.

Creatures Great and Small
Submission Deadline
Outside the Lines Art Gallery
Outside the Lines Art Gallery is seeking artist
submissions for their annual juried group
show to be held in January and February 2016
at the gallery in Dubuque. The theme will
be “Creatures Great and Small.” Artists may
submit up to three 2D or 3D original works for
consideration. All mediums are accepted and
the art must reflect the artist’s interpretation of
the theme. Gallery owners Connie Twining and
Stormy Mochal will jury the submissions and
they are looking for creative interpretations,
not just literal translations. There is a $20
non-refundable jury fee (up to three works),
entries and fees are due no later than Monday,
December 7. Three $200 cash prizes will be
awarded by an independent judge during the
Artist’s Reception. For more information, visit
OTLAG.com or call 563-583-9343.

DeSoto House Hotel (Galena, IL)

Dubuque365.com

Events
Thursday, December 10

Learn how political, economic, and public
safety changes in Mexico have impacted
the monarch sites. Ann Burns presents this
Dubuque Audubon Society event. Visit
AudubonDubuque.org.

Inspiring People Series: Rick Mihm
Chow Bella: A Book Group for Foodies
6 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Join River Lights for their bi-monthly book
group Chow Bella. They will be discussing The
Martian by Andy Weir. For more information,
visit RiverLights.com or call 563-556-4391.

Monarchs in Mexico
7 PM @ EB Lyons Interpretive Area
Take an arm-chair tour of the monarch
butterflies’ wintering site in the Trans-volcanic
region of Mexico. Visually visit historic sites
including the Tzintzuntzan Pyramid and
Paracutin Volcano. Contemporary sites such
as a village market and a hacienda with the
mission to reforest mountainsides in the
overwintering area were also part of the tour.

Dubuque365.com

7–8:15 PM @ Inspire Café
Rick Mihm is an organic farmer, community
member, peace-maker, Executive Director of
the Dbq Rescue mission and advocate for the
poor. Since Rick’s earliest memories in school,
he’s always found himself drawn to classmates
who weren’t included and were often standing
alone in the background. As his parents took in
foster children for 28 years, Rick grew up in a
house with his three siblings plus 3 to 4 other
children at a time whose parents could not care
for them for a variety of reasons. Rick will share
how these early life experiences and the values
modeled by his parents influenced him to
spend his adult years standing on the margins
advocating for the least among us.

Friday, December 11
Dubuque Area Writers Guild Meeting
7 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub
The Dubuque Area Writers Guild (DAWG)
is for writers who want to share their
work with other writers and lovers of the
written word. For more information, email
DubuqueAreaWritersGuild@gmail.com.

Saturday, December 12

Monday, December 21

L&MOP: Dubuque Fiddlers
10–10:30 AM @ Carnegie-Stout Library
Lollipops & Music for Our Preschoolers
(L&MOP) is a free monthly concert series
that exposes children to a variety of musical
styles and instruments. This month features
Dubuque Fiddlers, an alternative string group.
Visit NISOM.com.

Sunday, December 13

Famous Dead Artist Series: Coco Chanel
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Local actress Kay Kluseman portray French
fashion designer Coco Chanel (1883–1971). Visit
DBQArt.com/events.

Friday, December 18
Divas After Dark Drag Show
9 PM @ The Smokestack
Prepare to be blown away yet again by
Dubuque’s favorite queens. $5 at the door.
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Y105 Presents The Magic of Michael
Carbonaro Live
5 & 7:30 PM @ The Grand Opera House
Michael is an actor, host, magician, comedian,
and improve artist. Now most known for his
original hidden camera magic series, THE
CARBONARO EFFECT on TruTV. He hosts
and performs shows of comedy, magic and
other bizarre acts at various clubs around
the US. Including the ever popular Caroline’s
on Broadway and Hollywood’s Magic Castle,
Michael was just honored by the Academy
of Magical Arts as “Magician Of The Year”.
Because the 7:30 show essential sold out
fast, they added a 5 PM performance which
is also selling fast. So get your tickets while
you can… if you still can. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $12 for children under 18. Reserved
seat tickets are $27 and are available online at
thegrandoperahouse.com. This performance
welcomes ALL ages!
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Now Showing @ Mindframe Theaters
Friday, December 4–Thursday, December 10

Krampus (PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (12:10), (2:30), (4:50), 7:40,
10:00
Creed (PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:50), (4:40),
7:25, 10:00
The Good Dinosaur (PG)
Fri–Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:35), (4:00),
6:45, 9:05

555 JFK Road
Behind Kennedy Mall
mindframetheaters.com
Hotline: 563-582-4971

The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay–Part 2 (PG-13)
Fri–Thu: (11:30 AM), (1:20), (4:15),
7:10, 10:00

The Night Before (R)
Fri–Sun: 7:35, 9:55
Mon & Tue: 9:55 PM
Wed: 7:35, 9:55
Thu: 9:55 PM
Spotlight (R)
Fri–Thu: (12:40), (3:45), 6:50, 9:35
The Peanuts Movie (G)
Fri–Sun: (11:00 AM), (2:15), (4:25)
Mon: (11:00 AM), (2:15)
Tue: (11:00 AM), (4:25)
Wed & Thu: (11:00 AM), (2:15), (4:25)

7 Layers of Ply
Thursday, December 3 @ 7:30 PM
30 minute doc about the bond that skateboarders have amongst each
other, using Dubuque as the primary focus. By Dubuque native Jake Roth.
Admission is free, $5 donation for the new skate park is encouraged.

Coming to Theaters
Macbeth

In the Heart of the Sea (PG-13)

Friday, December 4
Macbeth is the story of a fearless warrior and
inspiring leader brought low by ambition and
desire. Michael Fasbender stars in a thrilling
interpretation of one of literature’s most
famous and compelling characters.

Friday, December 11
In the winter of 1820, the New England whaling
ship Essex was assaulted by something no one
could believe: a whale of mammoth size and
will, and an almost human sense of vengeance.
The real-life maritime disaster would inspire
Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick. But that told only
half the story. “In the Heart of the Sea” reveals
the encounter’s harrowing aftermath, as the
ship’s surviving crew is pushed to their limits
and forced to do the unthinkable to stay alive.

Krampus (PG-13)
Friday, December 4
When his dysfunctional family clashes over the
holidays, young Max is disillusioned and turns
his back on Christmas. Little does he know, this
lack of festive spirit has unleashed the wrath of
Krampus: a demonic force of ancient evil intent
on punishing non-believers.

The Wannabe (R)
Friday, December 4
Obsessed with mob culture, and desperate to
fit in, Thomas sets out to fix the 1992 trial of
John Gotti. He believes if the plan is executed, it
will put him at the center of all that he idolizes.
The plot is foiled, setting off events worthy of
mob lore.

MOVIE BUZZ

Producer Laurie MacDonald has
revealed that the next Men in Black
trilogy will see a female in a starring role.
So far that’s all we know… except aliens.
According to Deadline, Universal
Studios is courting Ryan Gosling to star
in First Man, Whiplash director Damien
Chazelle’s biopic on Neil Armstrong, you
know, the first man on the moon.
Variety reports that Tom Cruise is
in negotiations to join Universal’s latest
reboot of The Mummy—the film they
hope will launch an entire cinematic
universe of Draculas, Frankensteins,
Brides of Frankensteins, and Invisible
Men to profit from. Cruise’s exact role
isn’t known, but it’s said that the Jon
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Dixieland
Friday, December 11
Determined to overcome their inauspicious
circumstances, star-crossed lovers make a
desperate, last-ditch effort to escape their
dead-end town-but soon find themselves
ensnared in a cycle of crime.

Star Wars: The Force Awakens (PG-13)
Friday, December 18
The mildly-anticipated film will act as the start
of a new trilogy set after the events of Return
of the Jedi. J.J. Abrams directs from a script by
Michael Arndt.

Spaihts script the studio is working from
is set in the present day.
20th Century Fox has reportedly
dropped the Fantastic Four sequel from
their schedule, surprising nobody, except
to ask why there was ever a sequel on
the calendar in the first place.
Warner Bros. has just released a new
photo of Gal Gadot as their title heroine
in Wonder Woman. Gadot has already
appeared in-costume in a promo shot
and trailer for Batman v Superman:
Dawn of Justice, but this new image
gives us a different look.
Val Kilmer announced via Facebook
that “I just got offered Top Gun 2”. Not
often you get to say ‘yes’ without reading
the script,” So the Iceman returneth. n
Dubuque365.com
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“Do
You See What Eye See”
Friday, December 4 @ 5:30 PM

Kathie’s Frame Shoppe (890 Main St)
A series of 16 photographs (12x16)
by Mr. Lawrence Manning along with
a 5-panel (4x6ft each) montage by
Gerald Podraza captures a wide
range of artistic statement focused on
Freight Car Graffiti. Podraza will be
available at the reception to discuss
components of the exhibit from
various perspectives, developmental
psychology, anthropology, jazz, and

communication. A sound track, realized
through use of ambient railroad noise,
composed by Dr. Randall Snyder will
play continuously through the reception.
This exhibit is meant to demonstrate
how an artistic medium, American Jazz
as a parallel, can originate in a vilified
sub-culture and eventually evolve into a
distinguished form fully integrated into
the mainstream. n

Art @ your library®
Holiday
Show
December 5 through January 26
Reception: Friday, December 5
@ 5:30–7:30 PM
Carnegie-Stout Public Library
(360 W 11th St)

Shop until you drop at the Art @
your library® Holiday Show where you
will find one of a kind unique art from
twenty-two local artists surrounded by
the Library’s Victorian-decorated 18-foot
Christmas Tree. The artwork features a
variety of themes and mediums.

Dubuque365.com

Art
Sale & Silent auction
Raising funds for the Dubuque Area Arts Collective

Friday, December 11 @ 5–9 PM
Saturday, December 12 @ Noon–6 PM
Dubuque Area Arts Collective (902 Main St)
Find paintings, drawings, and
photography, along with used and new art
supplies and frames, art prints, CDs and
records, comic books, t-shirts and more,
all created by local artists and at great
prices! All profits are shared between
the artists and DAAC. Your donation will
go directly toward our building, exhibits,
publications, and program expenses. Live
music, snacks and refreshments will be
provided. All ages welcome!

The Dubuque Area Arts Collective
came into existence two years ago. In
that time, we have served over 500
youth, developing, and established artists
and have also collaborated with local
organizations, taking our programs outside
and working with the community at large.
Artists interested in selling or
donating their work during art sale
can email salondbq@gmail.com by
December 6. DAArtsCollective.com. n

Readings Under the
Influence
& Ruix Zine Release
Saturday, December 12 @ 8 PM
Dubuque Area Arts Collective (902 Main St)

Artists will be on hand during the
reception to meet people and discuss
their works. Holiday music provided by
pianist Kathryn Branton. The event is
free and open to the public. n

After a seven year slumber, quarterly
event Readings Under the Influence
(RUI) will re-embody with the theme:
RUI-surrection.
Each RUI will feature wordsmith
artists who vary contribution (think:
poets, playwrights, filmmakers, comedy).

The RUI stage is a home for collaborative
art that fuses spoken word with
multimedia, music, dance, and visual arts
(+ healthy irreverence).
Show up. We like brutally
sincere. 21+. Free will donation.
Facebook.com/RUIDBQ.
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Cover Story

Reflections
in the Park
Open Daily through January 3 @ 5–10 PM

Louis Murphy Park (1700 S Grandview Ave)

Dubuque Hillcrest Family Services’ annual lights
festival celebrates their 21st anniversary in 2015 as visitors
will once again see many new displays as well as Memory
Lane, an opportunity to remember your loved ones in a
special way at Reflections in the Park.
“It always changes with something new and different
every year,” promises Hillcrest’s Darlene Bolsinger, the
coordinator for this year’s event. “We have a big, new
display this year, and when people go through, they’ll
know exactly what it is.”
The magical array of displays are what keep people
coming by the thousands each and every year, and those
displays are made possible by generous community
sponsors who support the event. Every major display
has a sponsor, and their names are listed in the display
themselves or on a banner.
Light sponsors work in many ways. Sometimes they
sponsor the venerable light features that have been with
the park forever, and sometimes sponsors might have a
new display made by the company Hillcrest works with
in Indiana who builds their displays. For example, a Bard
Concrete Truck light display was made from scratch while
an ambulance display that has existed in the past was
personalized for this year’s sponsor, Paramount Ambulance.
“It seems like once a sponsor is in, they’re in. We have
some sponsors who have been supporting us for all 21
years, which is so great,” explains Bolsinger with a tone
of appreciation.
Memory Lane is another sponsorship opportunity of
a smaller and more personal nature. Tri-State families
can memorialize loved ones by sponsoring street lights,
star-lit features with a little flickering light in the middle
that makes it look like it’s going down the lane. It has the
Archangels at the end and was made by volunteers.
You can sponsor a future Memory Lane light for
$150 for the season by contacting Darlene at Hillcrest
Family Services, darlene.kennicker@hillcrest-fs.org or
563-583-7357, ext. 298.
Always looking for new and interesting ways to make
the attraction special for visitors, this year opened with a
special one-night-only walkthrough event titled “Walking
in a Winter Wonderland”, on Wednesday, November 25.
For the first time ever, visitors could experience the lights
up close, nice and slow as they strolled through the park.
“The walkthrough was by request by running groups and
others. With cars going through at the same time it would
be too dangerous. So we did it the night before we open to
10
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cars, and it went quite well. We had about 200 people go
through and really enjoyed the unique opportunity.”
Every person that goes through the park gets a
program and candy cane. Even every dog gets treat!
Santa Claus is there on Monday nights handing out candy
canes to everyone through the windows of the cars.
“People come every year, and they know what to
expect. It’s not just a Hillcrest tradition anymore; it’s a
Tri-State tradition.” A hugely popular Tri-State tradition
which broke attendance records again last year with
11,706 cars going through the attraction loaded with
approximately 45,000 people.
Some of those 45,000 people are the same people
coming more than once each year, too. They have lots of
repeat customers, especially if they have small children.
“The little kids that come through, it’s just hilarious,”
shares Darlene with a smile. “This little girl came through
on New Year’s Eve. She was about 4 years old. She
opened up her window and said, ‘Ma’am, this is just
wonderful, I love it.’ And I thought, ‘Honey you didn’t
even see anything yet. You just got to the ticket booth!’
It definitely makes it worth it. Everyone’s in the spirit and
in a good mood. The volunteers seem to enjoy it. I have
people on waiting lists to get in to help out.”
The spirit of giving seems to be infectious at Reflections
in the Park as spreading kindness to others is a regular and
frequent occurrence from those in line to drive through.
“We have a lot of people coming through who pay it
forward by paying for the car behind them to also enjoy the
park and often times that generosity sparks a series of cars
all paying it forward. Last year, two nights before Christmas,
we had a period when people paying it forward lasted for
45 minutes, and when it did end, it was at the right time and
for the right reason. The family where it stopped seemed
like they were making a big financial sacrifice, at least in
their situation, to let their kids experience the lights and
having someone pay $10 for their trip was a true blessing
for them. They really appreciated it. So it worked out well.
Naturally, people do like to try to wait and see the
park in the snow, but in years like last year, there was
never any snow so there was a big rush at the end of
people who finally gave up and came anyway.
“The closer to Christmas it is, the longer the line will
be. Sometimes the cars are lined up at 5 PM, so you’re
playing catchup from the moment you open.”
So if you want to get in quickly, visit the park early
in the season and on weekday evenings. If it snows late
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in the season, heck, go again and experience it all over
again in a whole new way.
For some families, visiting Murphy Park for the light
display is the reason for leaving the house that night. For
many others, a visit to Reflections is a perfect beginning
or capstone to a perfect night out to dinner or the
movies or even shopping. A lot of families have their set
night. It’s just the night they always go every year.
“We also have tour busses that tack it on at the end
of their night following a group’s trip to see live theater.
It’s wonderful that the tourism promoters suggest us to
those groups.”
“We usually have wedding engagements at the park,
but I have not had any calls on that yet this year. Of
course it’s the guys who are in charge of that, so you
know it’ll always be last minute,” jokes Darlene.
The reason behind all of this passion-filled work and
family joy is to bring joy, hope and support to families
and kids who are not having the best go of it right now.
“Funds [from Reflections] help run our programs that
are self-funded, that run on donations only and do not
have government funding, such as Mentor Dubuque. The
money also helps with transitional housing, our wellness
center and homeless outreach. Our transitional housing
is unique because most transitional housing situations
separate the male parent from the rest of the family and
ours keeps the family intact through the period in our
program.
“It all started with Sharon Faley 21 years ago, Bolsinger
reminds us. “She had this vision, and people thought there
was no way she’d pull it off… obviously she did.
“My main volunteers are a group of retired gentlemen
from the area. They work year-round. They’re in the
warehouse working lights during the summer time,
they’re out there setting them up in the cold, and then
they go out there every night and make sure the lights
are all still working. We have an equivalent of 500+
volunteers with a core crew of 20 or so people and the
five that do work year-round. They’re just fantastic. They
know what to do and how to do it.”
Regular admission is $10 per vehicle at the gate;
discounted tickets are available for $8 at all DB&T
Dubuque/East Dubuque banking centers and all
Hillcrest Family Services locations. Santa Claus will visit
on Mondays from 5–8 PM during December. For more
information, visit Hillcrest-fs.org. n
Dubuque365.com
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Christmas at Heritage Center:

Journey
to Bethlehem
Friday, December 4 @ 7:30 pm

University of Dubuque Heritage
Center, John and Alice Butler
Hall (2255 Bennett St)

The concert will feature the talents
of the University of Dubuque’s Concert
Choir, Wind Ensemble, Chamber Singers,
and the Adrian Dance Ensemble. Student
narrators and dancers will also be
featured, as well as musical contributions
by Chicago harpist, Nichole Luchs.
Titled Journey to Bethlehem, the
concert will follow a Christmas narrative
authored and assembled by University
of Dubuque Theological Seminary
Associate Professor Timothy Slemmons.
The narrative correlates directly with
choral texts and instrumental pieces
chosen to tell the story of Christ’s birth
in a seamless performance. Selections
will include new arrangements of holiday
favorites such as Do You Hear What I
Hear?, Angels We Have Heard On High,
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, and
more. A light reception will follow the
performance.
As a part of this year’s Christmas
at Heritage Center, we will support
University of Dubuque Theological
Seminary alumnus BJ Weber’s ministry—
the New York Fellowship and its Friends
of Jesus program. The organization
is currently working to help resettle
Christian refugee families from Syria,
the Middle East, and other countries
in transition from living in refugee
camps to living in towns and cities with
employment opportunities in the EU
and USA. Just as the Holy Family fled
as refugees to a safe place to give birth
to the baby Jesus, it seems altogether

Dubuque365.com

Upcoming Holiday Events
Friday, December 4
10th Annual Loras College Peace and
Justice Fair Trade Sale
9 AM–5 PM @ Loras Alumni Campus Center
Celebrate and support more than 120 artisan
groups from 35 countries around the world
through the Loras College Peace and Justice
Center Festival Sale. Discover an exquisite
collection of handmade gifts, home decor, musical
instruments, jewelry and personal accessories.
The unique sale showcases handcrafted items
through Ten Thousand Villages, a nonprofit fair
trade organization based in Akron, Pennsylvania.
For more information, contact Stacia McDermott,
Loras College coordinator of peace and justice at
563-588-7056.

Katie’s Garden Winter Wonderland
4–7 PM @ Platteville Regional Chamber
(Platteville, WI)
See a Winter Wonderland in Katie’s Garden and
get a photo with Santa. Admission is free. Visit
Platteville.com.

Holiday Art Sale
5–8 PM @ Studio Works
Join us for our Holiday Art Sale on December
4–5. Find the perfect gift for the holidays, enjoy
refreshments, and meet the Studio Works
artists! All proceeds go directly to the artists.

Art @ Library Holiday Show Reception
5:30–7:30 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
Join us for the Art @ Your Library Holiday Show
opening reception featuring over 20 artists as
well as Kathryn Branton on piano.

Christmas Tea
fitting that we take this time to support
the New York Fellowship’s efforts to aid
these families.
Tickets for Christmas at Heritage
Center are $10 for adults; $5 for
students; and free of charge for UD
students, faculty, and staff, with a limit
of two free tickets per person. Tickets
are available now through the Farber
Box Office, Monday through Friday
from 10 AM to 5 PM at Heritage Center,
University of Dubuque, 2255 Bennett
Street; via phone at 563-585-SHOW; or
online at DBQ.edu/heritagecenter. n

11:30 AM @ Four Mounds Estate
With doors open at 11:30 AM and tea served at
noon at Four Mounds, the Women’s Fellowship
of the Four Mounds Foundation rings in
the holidays with a formal tea served with
delicate handmade sweets and savories. The
event encourages friends and family to come
together to enjoy the season at the historic
and picturesque Four Mounds estate. Guests
may tour the house, try their luck at a gift
basket raffle, or visit the gift shop. Tea is $30
per person. Space is limited and payment is
required to hold a reservation. To RSVP, call
563-557-7292, email chris@fourmounds.org,
or register online at eventbrite.com, search for
Four Mounds Christmas Tea 2015.
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Christmas on Broadway
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
A Musical Comedy by Rick Lewis. Four starstruck holiday tourists are snowbound in a
Broadway theater on Christmas Eve. With
nothing but a few trunks of costumes, props
and set pieces, they live out their dreamstarring on Broadway! At least until the
snow subsides... Filled with holiday classics
from Broadway composers, this wonderful
new show is a potpourri of Christmas magic!
Tickets are $20. Contact Bell Tower Theater at
563-588-3377 or visit BellTowerTheater.net.
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A
Charlie Brown Christmas
December 4–5 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 6 @ 2 PM
Grand Opera House (135 w 8th St)

A Charlie Brown Christmas was first
shown as an animated television special in
1965. Now the venerable holiday cartoon
favorite comes to life on our stage. This
charming show combines delightful,

innocent humor and a heartwarming
message for family audiences. You’ll also
see a performance by Illusionist Craig
Steven and a magical appearance from
Santa Claus, too. n

For
a Blessed Christmas
Satruday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 6 @ 2 PM
Clarke University Sacred Heart
Chapel (1550 Clarke Dr)

Clarke choirs and instrumental
ensembles, along with the Dyersville
Beckman High School Choir and baritone
Anton Belov, will highlight this year’s “For
a Blessed Christmas” concert.
General admission tickets are
$10 and can be purchased online at
Clarke.edu/blessedchristmas or by
calling 563-584-6300. Staged in the
beauty of Clarke’s Sacred Heart Chapel,
“For a Blessed Christmas” is a favorite
holiday tradition in Dubuque. It is a
moving portrayal of the Christmas story
through an exciting mix of narration and
musical performances.
This year’s candlelight event will
feature almost 100 singers and players,
conducted by Jeremy Mims and David
Resnick, and will include all of the Clarke
choirs, the wind and string ensembles,
the Beckman choir, and Belov singing
beloved Christmas favorites.
A native of Russia and a graduate of
the Juilliard Opera Center, Belov, who
now lives in Portland, Ore., has appeared
with numerous companies and orchestras
throughout the United States and has
earned critical acclaim for his portrayals
of characters as diverse as Count di Luna,
Don Giovanni, Escamillo, Count Almaviva,
12
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Doctor Malatesta and Eugene Onegin.
Equally at home with opera, oratorio and
concert repertoire, Belov presented over
60 recitals throughout the U.S., appearing
at such venues as Carnegie Hall in New
York City and the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C. Belov is the winner of
eight vocal competitions including the
George London Competition, the Young
Concert Artists International Competition
and the Metropolitan Opera National
Council Auditions. n
Dubuque365.com
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Friday, December 4

Holiday Happenings @ Your Library®

11th Annual Mysteries of Christmas:
Behold the Lamb of God
It’s A Wonderful Life
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
A new twist on this beloved American holiday
classic comes to captivating life as a live 1940s
radio broadcast. With the help of a small
ensemble that brings a few dozen characters to
the stage, the story of idealistic George Bailey
unfolds as he considers ending his life one
fateful Christmas Eve. Written by Joe Landry.
Produced and Directed by Joe & Debi Sigwarth.
The production is a benefit for Family
Advocates, a non-profit organization providing
services to victims and survivors (as well as
witnesses and secondary victims) of domestic
violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and elder
abuse. The agency provides services in Grant,
Iowa and Lafayette Counties. Performances
are on December 4–6 in the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville Center for the Arts Little
Theatre. $12 General Admission tickets can be
purchased from the University Box Office at
877-727-1232 or tickets.uwplatt.edu.

Dubuque365.com

7:30 PM @ Nativity Church
Mysteries of Christmas seeks to provide the
community with a seasonal experience which
presents the highest quality of music and
literature in a concert format. The 90-minute
performance will feature vocal and instrumental
pieces integrated with prayers and spiritual
messages to enter more deeply into the Advent
season. The admission offering is $8 per person
or $20 for a family four-pack. Children five years
old and younger are free. Online purchasing is
available at loras.edu/ecommerce.

10 AM–4 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
From 10 AM–Noon, create your own salt dough
ornament, a fun holiday craft activity for the
entire family! 2–3 PM, enjoy Merry Grinchmas
holiday activities the first half hour and the
last half hour viewing the children’s tale, How
the Grinch Stole Christmas. 3–4 PM, attend
the Annual holiday tree lighting event for the
18-foot Victorian decorated Christmas tree with
holiday music by the Dubuque Chorale Cadenza
performers. Children will be eligible to enter a
drawing to light the tree.

Katie’s Garden Winter Wonderland
11 AM–3 PM @ Platteville Regional Chamber
(Platteville, WI)

Holiday Art Sale
11 AM–4 PM @ Studio Works

Saturday, December 5

Sawyer Brown Christmas Show
4 & 7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Celebrated country music group Sawyer
Brown is performing two special engagement
Christmas shows! Sawyer Brown has released
20 studio albums, including two holiday
albums, “Hallelujah! He is Born!” and “Rejoice.”
The show will include a mixture of Christmas
songs, along with some of Sawyer Brown’s
best-known hits.

Candlelight Shopping & Gallery Night

Santa Day
10 AM–3 PM @ Shake Rag Alley
(Mineral Point, WI)
Mr. and Mrs. Claus will make a photo op
appearance from 10 AM–Noon. Santa’s
Workshops also make for a fun family day
decorating gingerbread cottages and making
Christmas crafts from 10 AM–3 PM. Cost is $4
for crafts and gingerbread cottages, $10 for
photos with Santa. Visit ShakeRagAlley.com.

December 5 and 6! Scuba Santa is included
with regular admission to the Museum &
Aquarium. Returning for his third year, Santa
will trade his boots and mittens for flippers
and a swim mask as he dives in our 40,000
gallon Gulf of Mexico aquarium. Dives will take
place at 1:30 PM on Saturday, December 5 and
Sunday, December 6. Visitors are encouraged
to arrive early and bring a camera to this oneof-a-kind holiday experience.

Scuba Santa
1:30 PM @ National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium
The Museum & Aquarium invites you to get
in the holiday spirit with Scuba Santa on
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5–9 PM @ Downtown Mineral Point, WI
Mineral Point is decked out for the holidays
and lighted candles line the downtown streets.
Shops are filled with locally produced, artisan
made items that make your gifts stand out.
There are chestnuts being roasted over an
open fire, street musicians, and holiday treats.
Come early for dinner and spend an evening
shopping. Visit MineralPoint.com.
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Cirque
Dreams Holidaze
Tuesday, December 8 @ 7:30 PM

Five Flags Arena (405 Main St)

In Cirque Dreams Holidaze, Broadway
director Neil Goldberg re-imagines the
holiday season with over 300 costumes,
20 acts and 30 performers from 12
countries showcasing an endless variety
of imaginative, heart-pounding and
gravity- defying feats you have to see
to believe. Experience gingerbread men
flipping mid air, toy soldiers marching on
thin wires along with snowmen, icemen
and penguins, balancing, jumping and
spinning in disbelief. The show celebrates
the most wonderful time of the year

with singers, choreography and exciting
production numbers. Performers twirl,
bounce and soar thru the air to original
music and seasonal favorites brought
to life within a stage setting of gigantic
gifts, colossal candy canes and 30-foot
towering trees & soldiers creating a
wonderland of amazement.
Tickets are ion sale now from $38–$58
(plus fees) and are available at the Five
Flags Center Box office or online at
ticketmaster.com. n

37th annual Madrigal
Christmas
Dinner
December 11 and 12 @ 6 PM
Masonic Temple (1155 Locust St)

Dubuque Senior High School
will sponsor its 37th annual Madrigal
Christmas Dinner on Friday and
Saturday, December 11th and 12th at the
Masonic Temple on 12th and Locust.
The dinner will feature a 6-course,
candle-lit dinner catered by Life’sa-Feast Catering. It will include hors
d’oeuvres, a wassail toast, soup, salad,
assorted breads, an entrée of roasted
Cornish hen, and pumpkin tiramisu for
dessert. Entertainment will be provided
14
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throughout the evening by the DSHS
Music Department. Music ensembles will
include the Madrigal Flute Ensemble,
Madrigal Brass, Chamber Orchestra,
Madrigal Carolers, and the Madrigal
Singers. Hos d’oeuvres will begin at
6pm with dinner seating at 6:30pm.
Tickets are $30 for all seats and may be
purchased by calling Dubuque Senior
High School at 563-552-5500 or visiting
seatyourself.biz. n
Dubuque365.com
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Saturday, December 5

Dubuque Fighting Saints
7:05 PM @ Mystique Community Ice Center
The much-loved Toys For Tots Teddy Bear Toss
night arrives on Saturday, December 5 and
is presented by Super Hits 106.1. Bring a new
Teddy Bear to throw onto the ice for Toys for
Tots! The Saints go against the Waterloo Black
Hawks. Tickets are available in advance at
DubuqueFightingSaints.com or at the door or
call 563-583-6880 for more information.

Christmas on Broadway
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

It’s A Wonderful Life
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)

St. Nicholas Day & Cookie Walk
9 AM @ Kalmes Restaurant & Catering
(St. Donatus, IA)
Come meet the traditional St. Nicholas – an
icon during the Luxembourg holiday season! A
variety of cookies will be available for purchase
during the cookie walk as well as brittle and
other treats! Sponsored by: St. Donatus
Luxembourg Heritage Society.

Scuba Santa
1:30 PM @ National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium

Community Day
1:30–4 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Adults and children of all ages are invited
to participate in an ornament making class,
inspired by the current exhibition Janet
Ruttenberg: Figure in the Landscape and
Kathy Ruttenberg: Landscape in the Figure.
Afterwards, attendees will trim a Museum
tree and enjoy cookies, cider, and holiday
entertainment. All programs are free and open
to the public. For more information about these
programs, visit dbqart.com/events or contact
the Museum at 563-557-1851.

Christmas on Broadway
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

It’s A Wonderful Life
Annual Holiday Open House
@ Outside the Lines Art Gallery
Outside the Lines Art Gallery will host their
annual Holiday Open House at both stores. Tea
and cookies will be on hand for customers to
enjoy as they browse. Visit OTLAG.com.

Taste of Christmas Progressive Dinner
@ Various locations in Galena, IL
Join the members of Best of Galena, as they
open up their Bed and Breakfasts for this
annual event. Your evening will include,
appetizers, entree and salad, and dessert,
all of which will be served in a different
location, giving you the opportunity to see
three different and unique Galena Bed and
Breakfasts. Visit BestOfGalena.com or call
815-777-0893.

Sunday, December 6

2 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)

Holly Ball
5–9 PM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds
The Ken Paulson Orchestra will be the featured
performers at this years annual Holly Ball.
Doors will open at 4 PM and the dance will take
place from 5–9 PM. Ticket price at the door
will be $20. A cash bar and limited walk-up
concession kitchen will be available.

Starlight Carols
7:30 PM @ Emmaus Bible College
This choral concert celebrates the true meaning
of the Christmas season: the glorious coming of
Jesus Christ into our world. Admission is free.
Visit Emmaus.edu.

Annual Holiday Open House
@ Outside the Lines Art Gallery

Monday, December 7
UW-P Student Holiday Art Sale

Belgian Waffle Breakfast
7:30 AM–Noon @ Camp Albrecht Acres
(Sherrill, IA)
Enjoy all you can eat waffles, choice of meat,
apple sauce, orange juice, milk, and coffee.
Adults are $8, kids 5–10 are $5, and kids under
5 are free. Bring the little ones to see Santa!
Dubuque365.com

10 AM–5 PM @ UW-P Nohr Gallery
(Platteville, WI)
The University of Wisconsin-Platteville Student
Holiday Art Sale will feature handmade
works by students and student organizations
available for sale. Proceeds of the sales will
go to the participating students, student
organizations and the Nohr Gallery. Buy the
gifts that keeps on giving.

 Continued on page 21
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TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
Thursday, December 3
Statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Ben Dunegan
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Sean Costanza
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Young at Heart Dance
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

The Doug T Comedy
Hypnosis Show
7 & 9 PM @ Mystique Casino

The Lonely Goats
Krampus Party
8 PM @ Jumpers

Garrett Hillary
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Corey Jenny
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Broom Street Drifters
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Friday, December 4
7 Bridges Road
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Katie Sullivan
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Cross Cut
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Andrew Houy
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Better Than Good Enough
Prohibition Repeal Party
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
John Moran
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Like a Storm, Stitched Up
Heart, Failure Anthem
9 PM @ The Venue
Aaron Williams & The
Hoodoo
9 PM @ The Lift
Invisible Map, Chad
Witthoeft
9 PM @ The Smokestack
Massey Road
9 PM @ Spirits
Renegade
9 PM @ Northside Bar
Ignighter
9 PM @ Shenanigans
Mighty Wheelhouse
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Saturday, December 5
Denny Garcia
Noon @ Big Bill’s Sandwich
Shop, Galena
Dirty Water Boys
2 PM @ Grape Escape
Sawyer Brown Christmas Show
4 & 7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Sam & The Others
6 PM @ Inspire Café
Steve McIntyre
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Lemon Sisters Christmas Show
7 PM @ Beckman HS
Auditorium, Dyersville
Katie Sullivan
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Kyle Henderson &
The Blues Invasion
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Mississippi Duo
8 PM @ Fife’s
Hurricane Ruth
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
Invisible Map
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Driftless Sisters
Toys For Tots Winter Tour
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Justin Morrisey & Friends
Miss Kitty’s Birthday!
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Ben Dunegan
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Copywrite, Coolzey,
Casethejoint
9 PM @ The Lift

Tuesday, December 8
Jason Ray Brown
7 PM @ 1st & Main

Renegade
9 PM @ Knickers

Nate Jenkins
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Zero 2 Sixty
9 PM @ Northside Bar

Wednesday, December 9
Acoustic Jam w/ Jay Vonn
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Tete de Morte
9 PM @ Spirits
Mark Loeffeholz & Jeff Weydert
9 PM @ Dog House Lounge
Brown Bottle Bandits
9 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s
The Family Business
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub
Ben Dunegan
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Nathan Timmel
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio
9 PM @ The Lift

Sunday, December 6
Lemon Sisters Christmas Show
10:30 AM & 2:30 PM @
Beckman HS Auditorium,
Dyersville

Thursday, December 10
Snowbiz: The Mistletones
Noon & 6 PM @ Hotel Julien

Scott’s Sunday Sesssion
Noon @ The Smokestack

Denny Garcia
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape

Inspiring People Series:
Rick Mihm
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Chuck Bregman
1 PM @ Anton’s Saloon
Open Mic w/ Jody McGill
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Becky McMahon
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Holly Ball w/ Ken Paulson
5 PM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds
Taste Like Chicken
6 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Dueling Pianos
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Jeff McMullen & Jimmy Berg
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Mutilated by Zombies, Burn
the Ailment, Casket Robbery
9 PM @ The Venue
Marbin
9 PM @ The Lift
Friday, December 11
Adam Beck
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
Andy Wilberding
7 PM @ Timmerman’s
Jon Conover
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Sushi Roll
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
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Bruce Kort
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
A Pirate Over 50
8 PM @ Dagwood’s
Roy Schroedl
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Garrett Hillary
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Garrett Hillary
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Menace
9 PM @ Hammerheads

Jon Conover
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Moonshine Sorrow
9 PM @ Northside Bar

Readings Under the Influence
With Feast of Mutton
8 PM @ DAAC

Renegade
9 PM @ Shenanigans

Paul Filipowicz Blues Band
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Jordan Danielsen &
The Red Elf
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Swingin’ Doors
8 PM @ Jumpers

Ben Dunegan
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dirty Laundry
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Krashkarma, Artifas, Nomara
9 PM @ The Venue

Joe & Vicki Price
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Joe & Vicki Price
9 PM @ The Lift
Miles Nielsen &
The Rusted Hearts
Toys For Tots Winter Tour
9 PM @ The Smokestack
Steve Cavanaugh &
Randy Droessler
9 PM @ Spirits
Missbehavin’
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Kendra Swanson
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Johnnie Walker
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.
Bluetone Jazz Collective
Luminaria Night
8 PM @ Grape Escape
JJ Schmitz Duo
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
Mark Zalaznik
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Saturday, December 12
Denny Garcia
Noon @ Big Bill’s Sandwich
Shop, Galena

Remada
9 PM @ The Venue

Dirty Water Boys
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Broken Strings
9 PM @ Spirits

The Wundo Band
4 PM @ Honest John’s, Galena

The Johnny Rockers
9 PM @ Knickers

Dubuque365.com

Mississippi Band
9 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill
Comedian, Fritz
9 PM @ Arthur House
Restaurant
Time Machine
9:30 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Pokethebear
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
Sunday, December 13
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion
Noon @ The Smokestack
Open Mic w/ Scott Rische
Noon @ Grape Escape
Open Mic w/ Andy Wilberding
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone
Broken Strings
3 PM @ Stone Cliff
Steve Grismore Jazz Trio
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue
Peas & Garrett
6 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern
Miss Kitty Quiz Show
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Radoslav Lorkovic &
T. Bruce Bowers
9 PM @ The Lift

Tuesday, December 15
Bryce Reeg
7 PM @ 1st & Main
Scott Kerry Guthrie
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Wednesday, December 16
Acoustic Jam w/ Denny Garcia
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Wundos
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Johnnie Walker
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Roy Schroedl
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

The Highway Men: Tribute
to Willie Nelson, Waylon
Jennings & Johnny Cash
7 & 9 PM @ Mystique Casino

Sam Wyatt
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub
Hairball
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Ron Lubbers
7:30 PM @ KOC Hall
Sam Wyatt
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Ben Dunegan
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

John Moran
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

5th Fret
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Pete George
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Lojo Russo
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Serious Business w/ Matt Fuller
8 PM @ The Blu Room,
Breezer’s Pub

Thursday, December 17
DBQ Y Fundraiser w/ Tapestry
5 PM @ Inspire Café

Denny Garcia
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Adam Beck
8 PM @ Fife’s

Remada
9 PM @ The Venue

Blues Rock-it
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Nate Jenkins
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Dueling Pianos
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar
Calvin Coohey
8 PM @ The Smokestack
Campfire Kings
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Ugly Xmas Sweater Party
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
Friday, December 18
John Moran
5:30 PM @ Inspire Café
Gregory James
7 PM @ Stone Cliff
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Divas After Dark Drag Show
9 PM @ The Smokestack
Becky McMahonn
9 PM @ Spirits

Saturday, December 19
Denny Garcia
Noon @ Big Bill’s Sandwich
Shop, Galena

David Minnihan
Inspire One Year
Anniversary
6 PM @ Inspire Café

December 3–December 16, 2015

Ethan Keller
8 PM @ The Cornerstone
Derty Rice
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

BlackWater Gin
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Dirty Water Boys
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Club 84: Ugly Sweater Party
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo
8 PM @ Grape Escape
Madhouse
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s
Vu JaDe
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge
Wheelhouse
9 PM @ The Lift
Abbie Morin
9 PM @ The Smokestack
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Budweiser Local Live Music Features
Friday, December 4

missed. Four bands for only fifteen dollars how
can anyone argue with that? Tickets available
at tristatesnightout.com, CDs-4-Change & at
The Venue. Presented by 97.3 FM, The Rock.

Saturday, December 5

9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Aaron Williams and the Hoodoo are an
American blues/rock power trio, based in
Madison, WI. Led by Aaron Williams on guitar,
the band’s sound is likely best described by
“Ole Harv” of WVPE 88.1 (NPR) as “blues and
roll for the masses.” Aaron is joined in the band
by Eric Shackelford on drums and Z on bass.
Compared to early George Thorogood,
Williams & The Hoodoo have all the fire and
swagger of the slide guitarist in his younger
days, but with more finesse and way more
versatility..

Sunday, December 13

9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Coolzey’s music is hip-hop raised & alt-rock
influenced songwriting ranging from pop
comedy to brooding horror. Philosophic
introversion meets reckless cathartic fun
times. Peter William Nelson, better known by
his stage name Copywrite, is an underground
hip hop artist from Columbus, Ohio. He is a
member of MHz Legacy (formerly known as
MHz). He was a member of The Weathermen.
Casethejoint is Dubuque’s hiphop stronghold,
an elder statesman of knowledge and rhymes
that kicks it like nobody can.

Like A Storm w.s.g. Stitched Up Heart,
Righteous Vendetta & Failure Anthem
The Venue (285 Main St)
Tickets: $15 per person (21+ to enter)
Formed by brothers Chris, Matt & Kent Brooks,
New Zealand band Like A Storm has made huge
waves in both the U.S & Europe - labeled “one
of the hottest buzz bands out there right now,”
by National Rock Review. With hits songs like
Become The Enemy and Wish You Hell they
are sure to rock The Venue stage! Supporting
Like A Storm are Hollywood California natives
Stitched Up Heart and you will be sure to hear
their current hit song Finally Free. As if that
was not enough also taking the stage that night
will be Righteous Vendetta & Failure Anthem.
This is sure to be a show that will be talked
about for weeks to come and one not to be

Radoslav Lorkovic + T. Bruce Bowers

Copywrite, Coolzey, Casethejoint

Thursday, December 10

Nightlife 365ink Magazine

the Price’s singular vision and dazzling,
irresistible live performances continue to etch a
steady, upward arc.

Friday, December 11

Aaron Williams and the Hoodoo
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more than 20,000 albums sold, Marbin has
gained thousands of devoted fans all over the
worldwide. Marbin has released five albums with
Moonjune Records: Marbin (2009), Breaking
the Cycle (2011), Last Chapter of
Dreaming (2013), The Third Set (2014),
and Aggressive Hippies (2015).

Marbin
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: $5
Marbin is a progressive jazz-rock band based in
Chicago, IL, with a unique story that stands out
in today’s music world. With a do-it-yourself
approach, Marbin started touring in 2011 and
has played over a thousand shows since,
bringing their original instrumental music
everywhere in the States that they could book
a show. After well over a thousand shows and

December 3–December 16, 2015
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Joe and Vicki Price
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Joe Price’s music is a crazy elastic form of
old-school guitar blues that sounds like
nothing else. The rhythms bounce and hop
like a super-ball on caffeine, and at times, it
sounds like two or three guitars at once, but
it’s all just Joe slapping and hammering those
strings and layering vibrations and tones
over each other into this heady cocktail of
joyous musical energy. The crazy tunings, the
breakneck rhythms and the growling, dancing
bass notes work together to weave a unique,
singular sound and tone. After years of honing
his sound in bands and on the road, Joe moved
to Lansing, Iowa, where he met a young Vicki
Ewing. Vicki might be Iowa’s answer to early
Maria Muldaur (when she was Maria d’Amato)
with strong currents of the likes of Loretta Lynn
and Tammy Wynette, the Mississippi River
vocal twang, but rooted more solidly in the
blues than they. With a more disciplined and
structural guitar style providing a comping
background spine to Joe’s slide and lead work,
the two styles dovetailed into a coherent
convincing whole. Joe and Vicki appear
regularly at Buddy Guy’s Legends in Chicago
and BB’s in St. Louis. From coast to coast, and
from concerts, to clubs, to outdoor festivals,

9:30 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Cover: FREE
Drawing from a multitude of influences ranging
from elegant classical and jazz styles to the
rawest, most basic blues, country and soul,
Radoslav Lorković has taken on an unusually
broad musical spectrum and refined it into
his distinctive piano style. His tenure on
the R&B and folk circuits has culminated in
five critically acclaimed solo recordings and
numerous appearances on the recordings
of and performances with artists including
Odetta, Jimmy LaFave, Ribbon of Highway
Woody Guthrie Tribute, Greg Brown, Richard
Shindell, Ellis Paul, Ronny Cox, Dave Moore,
Andy White and Bo Ramsey. His thirty year
touring career has led him from the taverns
of the upper Mississippi River to the castles of
Italy, The Canary Islands, The Yup’ik villages of
Alaska, The Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall.
T Bruce was born in San Antonio Texas, and
started playing in 1965. He has been playing
professionally since 1968. He has written over
20 film and television scores. Five of his scores
have won awards, including “Beneath the
North Atlantic,” which was nominated for an
Emmy. Bruce has performed with well-known
musicians of many different styles, including
the main stage at the Winnipeg Folk Festival
with Queen Ida. He has also performed with
Taj Mahal, the Dixie Dregs, Ed Bruce, Prudence
Johnson, and Pat Donahue

Dubuque365.com
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Saturday, December 19

released the debut album Shadowproof (2015),
further driving their momentum within the
Burlington, Vermont music scene, the style
they call foxy folk and their reputation for
spirited, cathartic outpourings have garnered
them a loyal following and they’re now on their
“lifestyle tour” - a sweeping journey across
the United States with no certain endpoint.
abbiemorin.com

The Highway Men:
Tribute to Willie Nelson, Waylon
Jennings and Johnny Cash

Saturday, December 26

7 & 9 PM @ Mystique Casino
(1855 Greyhound Park Rd)
Tickets $15
Perhaps the greatest country music super
group in history, the Highwaymen traveled the
world performing country music to millions of
fans. Your audience will watch in amazement as
each song, one hit after another is sung just as
if they were seeing the original band perform.
This 90 minute country music tribute show is
full of upbeat, honky-tonk hits like “Ring of
Fire”, “Dukes of Hazzard”, and “On the Road
Again”. Relive the glory days when country
music was made by Good Men, Country Men,
The Highwaymen.

WheelHouse
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
WheelHouse is an Americana band from
Madison, Wisconsin. We write music, play
music, and tour the country. We also have our
own brand of whiskey appropriately called
WheelHouse Whiskey. Wheelhouse plays a
deep Americana reminiscent of Old Crow
Medicine Show and The Band.

River Glen + Dan DiMonte and the Bad
Assettes
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
River Glen likes to bend genres with his music.
In any given tune you might find elements of
Folk, Rootsy-Rock, Americana, Pop, HipHop, Blues, and more... Fans often compare
River’s songwriting to artists like Jackson
Browne and John Prine, and his singing to
the likes of Brett Dennen. Dan DiMonte is
an Iowa City-based multi-instrumentalist,
vocalist, and composer transplanted from the
southwest suburbs of Chicago. His band, The
Bad Assettes, is comprised of many familiar
faces to the Iowa City and Chicago music
scenes. In a single show, DiMonte will sing and
play guitar, piano, percussion, and trumpet.
DiMonte’s compositions have a vast number of
influences shining through (Jazz, Rock and Roll,
Latin, Reggae/Ska, Folk, Blues, Funk, Gospel,
Classical, etc.), so to put a title on such a genrebending artist’s music is difficult.

Thursday, December 31

The Ruby Blonde Band

Abbie Morin Live
9 PM @ The Smokestack (62 E 7th St)
Vivacious indie anthems from Abbie Morin
and collaborator Thomas Pearo, touring far
from their Green Mountain roots. Abbie Morin
Dubuque365.com

9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Ruby Blonde belives in having a great time!
Rubyblonde has a busy performance schedule
playing locally as well around the Illinois,
Wisconsin and Iowa area. Featuring Lexi Parr
aka Rubyblonde on vocals,Andrew Bockelman
on Lead Guitar, Randy Peacock on Drums, Mark
Mihkalakis on Bass, and Lauren Parr on violin
and backing vocals. The band plays a big mix of
classic rock, country, and original music.
Issue #253
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Mississippi Moon Bar Events

All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

Sawyer Brown Christmas Show
Saturday, December 5 @ 4 and 7 PM

Dubuque SYmphony Orchestra: Ultimate Rock Hits
Friday, January 15 @ 8 PM

Celebrated country music group Sawyer Brown is performing
two special engagement Christmas shows! Sawyer Brown
has released 20 studio albums, including two holiday albums,
“Hallelujah! He is Born!” and “Rejoice.” The band has had three
#1 singles, was voted Vocal Group of the Year in 1997 by the
Academy of Country Music, and was named Vocal Band of the Year by TNN Music
City News Country Awards multiple years in a row. The show will include a mixture of
Christmas songs, along with some of Sawyer Brown’s best-known hits like “Leona,”
“Step That Step,” “Some Girls Do,” “Thank God for You” and more.

The concert features chart toppers from the 1970s through the
1990s, including songs from artists like Aerosmith, Van Halen,
Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, and more. Members from local
bands Menace, Johnny Trash, Joie Wails, Half Fast, The Lonely
Goats, and more will join the DSO for a rockin’ good time.

Chris Janson
Saturday, February 6 @ 8 PM
Singer/songwriter Janson made headlines when his song “Buy
Me A Boat” quickly landed at #1 on the iTunes Country chart
and #7 on the all-genre chart earlier this year. A formidable
songwriter in his own right, Janson co-wrote the hit single with
Chris Dubois, who has written several #1 songs. With undeniable
charisma, Janson brings a blue-collar, working-class, bootstomping, hillbilly swagger to every live performance, earning
him opening slots for Florida Georgia Line, Merle Haggard and
Hank Williams Jr. The Perryville, Mo. native first broke onto the
music scene when he landed a year-long, four-show-a-day gig
at Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge on Nashville’s Lower Broadway.

Hairball
Friday, December 18 @ 8 PM
Hairball is more than just a band—and certainly more than
a tribute band. Hairball is the world’s ultimate 80’s rock
impersonation act! Vocalist rockstars Bob, Joe Dandy, and
Kris Voxx lead the band through mind-blowing and drop-dead
accurate homage to some of the biggest acts in the world such as Van Halen, KISS,
Motley Crue, Queen, Journey, Prince, Aerosmith, and more! Don’t miss the most
exciting re-creation of the greatest era in rock history. Hairball is an experience, an
attitude, expression of music and a way of life, and it’s not going anywhere soon!

Bret Michaels
Friday, March 11 @ 8 PM

Jim Wand
Saturday, December 26 @ 8 PM
Celebrated hypnotist Jim Wand is considered to be one of the
most professional hypnotic entertainers in the world today and
has worked with personalities like Jay Leno, Conan O’Brien,
Chris Rock, Carrot Top, Larry the Cable Guy, Sylvester Stallone,
George Strait and many more. He has performed over 9,000
engagements throughout the United States and eight foreign
countries. He is the only hypnotic entertainer in the world who
has a doctorate in psychology, a feature that brings a unique
perspective to his act.

New Year’s Eve Dueling Pianos
Thursday, December 31 @ 8 PM
Come swing, sway and shout the night away at New Year’s Eve
Dueling Pianos. These keyboard masters are hand-picked and
ready to thrill and entertain you. The show includes a balloon
drop, party favors, champagne toast at midnight and more!

Tim ‘e’ Show: Elvis Tribute
Saturday, January 9 @ 4 and 7 PM
Tim ‘E’ captures the raw energy and passion of Elvis Presley’s
performances. Along with his 12-piece band, The Yes Men, Tim
has performed for audiences across North America. He is no
stranger to the Mississippi Moon Bar stage either - in 2014 and
2015, Tim was crowned the winner of the King of Kings Contest
at the Diamond Jo Casino and has been crowned the 2013,
2014, and 2015 Grand Champion at the LaCrosse Wisconsin
Elvis Explosion. Tim was also named the King of the World Elvis
Tribute Artist World Champion in 2013.
20
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Michaels rose to fame as the front man of Poison, one of rock’s
most iconic and enduring bands. His most recent solo album,
“Custom Built,” reached #1 on Billboard’s Hard Rock list.
Michaels has also achieved stunning success in the realm
of reality TV with Rock of Love becoming one of the most
successful shows in VH1’s history.

additional upcoming events
Young at Heart Dance

tClub 84: Ugly Sweater Party

Thursday, December 3 @ 7 PM

Saturday, December 19 @ 7 PM

Sean Constanza

Laughing Moon Comedy: Ben Ulin

Friday, December 4 @ 8 PM

Wednesday, December 23 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Nathan Timmell

Laughing Moon Comedy: BT

Wednesday, December 9 @ 8 PM

Wednesday, December 30 @ 8 PM

Dueling Pianos

Donnie Baker

Thursday, December 10 @ 7 PM

Friday, January 8 @ 8 PM

Sushi Roll

Arch Allies

Friday, December 11 @ 8 PM

Saturday, January 16 @ 8 PM

Time Machine

Rubber Soul: Beatles Tribute

Saturday, December 12 @ 9:30 PM

Saturday, February 13 @ 4 & 7 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Pete George

Winter Dance Party

Wednesday, December 16 @ 8 PM

Saturday, February 20 @ 4 & 7 PM

Dueling Pianos

Return to Seattle 2016 Tour

Thursday, December 17 @ 7 PM

Saturday, March 12 @ 8 PM
Dubuque365.com
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Upcoming Holiday Events
 Continued From page 15

Tuesday, December 8

Friday, December 11

UW-P Student Holiday Art Sale

Jazz Ensemble Holiday Performance

9 AM–5 PM @ UW-P Nohr Gallery
(Platteville, WI)

6 PM @ UD Heritage Center
The University of Dubuque Jazz Ensemble
presents A Swingin’ Christmas. No Ticket
Required. For more information, visit
dbq.edu/HeritageCenter or call the Farber
Box Office at 563-585-7469.

Happening Holiday Family Overnight
Christmas Manger Evening for
Families with Young Children
6:30–7:30 PM @ Shalom Spirituality Center
This evening is especially designed for families
with very young children, although all ages are
welcome. The focus will be on infants, toddlers,
preschool age, and primary grade children.
Bring your family’s manger scene in a bag or
box and gather as a family to enjoy an evening
of simple stories, explanations, and activities
about the first Christmas. If you do not have
a manger scene, one will be provided. Don’t
worry if your children are noisy and active!
Jesus was once a very young child himself. He’ll
understand and so will we. Offering: $6/person
or $15/family. Register & prepay by Monday,
December 7. Call 563-582-3592 to register.

Wednesday, December 9
UW-P Student Holiday Art Sale
9 AM–4 PM @ UW-P Nohr Gallery

Thursday, December 10
Shalom Winter Breakfast
7 AM @ Shalom Spirituality
This winter breakfast offers the wonderful
foods Shalom’s dietary department. New staff
member, Rhonda Miska, as she reflects using
poetry fitting the season. There is a $9 offering
requested. Register and pre-pay by Monday,
December 7. Visit ShalomRetreats.org.

7 PM @ National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium
Grab your flashlight and sleeping bag for
an evening of exploration at the Museum &
Aquarium! Do crafts and games that are fun for
the whole family before meeting some of the
animal residents that spend every night at the
Museum! Top off the night with festive movie
time in our Journey Theater before tucking in
for bed in one of our exhibits. Breakfast will
be provided on the morning on December 12.
Cost is $25/person for NMRMA members, $40/
person for non-members. Space is limited. To
register, contact Jared at 563-557-9545 ext.
215 or at jmcgovern@rivermuseum.com.

Christmas on Broadway
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Saturday, December 12
McGrath Dubuque Harley-Davidson’s
Holiday Customer Appreciation Day
9 AM–4 PM @ McGrath Dubuque
Harley-Davidson
We’re showing our appreciation to you, our
customers! Come in and celebrate. We’ll have a
free lunch at 11Am-gone. Santa & Mrs. Claus will
be here 1-3PM so bring your camera for pics of
you and the Jolly man and kid’s will get a bag
with goodies from him!

The Ugly Sweater 5K Fun Run/Walk

Wine & Craft Night
6 PM @ Park Farm Winery (Bankston, IA)
Enjoy wine and crafts at the winery.
Reservations are required as class size
is limited. Call 563-557-3727 or visit
ParkFarmWinery.com.

Christmas on Broadway
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Dubuque365.com

10 AM @ 2000 University Ave
University of Dubuque student organization
Delta Phi Sigma will be hosting the Ugly
Sweater 5K Fun Run/Walk. This non-timed
event for fun and charity will benefit Dubuque’s
local Toys for Tots Foundation. Participants
are invited to grab their ugliest sweater (not
required, but recommended) or other festive
clothing, lace up their running shoes, and join
the fun on a scenic Grandview Avenue route.
Registration is $20 and open to everyone! Sign
up in advance at RunSignUp.com and search
for “The Ugly Sweater 5K Fun Run/Walk” or
email irivera@dbq.edu for more information.
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Saturday, December 12

Elf Jingle’s Christmas Surprise

Christmas
with John Berry
Saturday, December 12 @ 7 PM
Five Flags Theater

John Berry has a new outlook, a
new address and a new beginning. The
singer-songwriter rose to stardom on
the country charts of the 1990s with
such mega hits as “Your Love Amazes
Me,” “Standing on the Edge of Goodbye”
and “She’s Taken a Shine.” His annual
Christmas tours brighten the holidays
for thousands, as does his electrifying
rendition of “O Holy Night.” During his
star-making decade, John Berry placed

20 singles on the county hit parade. He
earned Gold and Platinum records. He
was nominated for a Grammy Award,
CMA Awards and ACM Awards. And
thanks to the miracles of modern
technology, he even sang a duet with
the late, great Patsy Cline. Tickets for the
show, Presented by Townsquare Media,
range from $26–$36 (plus fees) and are
available at the Five Flags Center Box
office or online at ticketmaster.com. n

11 AM & 2 PM @ Hazel Green Opera House
(Hazel Green, WI)
It’s the night before Christmas and things are a
bit hectic at the North Pole for Santa’s right
hand elf, Jingle. There’s trouble at Loading
Dock No. 12. The kids are waiting for it to snow
and, according to Jingle, they’re just too
greedy. The whole family will enjoy seeing
favorite carols come to life in this marionette
show by the Fever River Puppeteers.
Performance dates are December 12, 13, 18, 19,
and 30. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for
children ages 12 and younger. Visit
HazelGreenOperahouse.Blogspot.com.

Mother/Daughter Christmas Nativi-Tea
2–4 PM @ Sinsinawa Mound (Sinsinawa, WI)
Moms, daughters, and other loved ones of all
ages are invited to Sinsinawa Mound for our
4th annual Christmas tea celebration. Wear
your favorite holiday dresses, and, girls, bring
your dolls, too! We will be offering tea, hot
chocolate, canapés and holiday desserts served
on the Mound’s Heritage Collection of porcelain
plates and silver services. The afternoon will
also include a guided tour of the Sinsinawa
Art Gallery exhibit, Nativities of the World.
The registration deadline is December 4, and
the fee is $10 for adults and $7 for girls 12
and younger. For more information, contact
608-748-4411 or visit sinsinawa.org.

11th Annual Diggs Christmas Auction

Christmas Glow: Winter Wonderland
Noon @ Cuba City, WI
For the 2nd year, the Cuba City Chamber of
Commerce will celebrate Christmas Glow. The
full day of events will include a vendor fair at
St. Rose School on North Jackson Street from
noon until 4 PM, a Christmas Glow Parade at
6 PM along Main Street, and a visit from Santa
Claus following the parade at St. Rose School.
There will also be kids’ activities, games, choir
performances, bake sale, plus goodies and
treats. The Cuba City Chamber of Commerce
will also have a special Christmas Glow raffle
drawing on at 7:30 PM at St. Rose School. A
total of $500 in Cuba City Chamber Holiday
Bucks will be given away—redeemable at
Cuba City Chamber Christmas Glow sponsors.
Additional details will be posted to the Cuba
City Chamber of Commerce Facebook page.

4 PM @ New Diggings General Store & Inn
(New Diggings, WI)
Do some Christmas shopping while helping
raise money for local food pantries, Toys for
Tots, college scholarships, and more. This event
is simply a hoot. No one hosts an auction quite
like Lou and Kelli! For more information, visit
NewDiggs.com.

L.O.R.A.S. Radio: A Blessed Christmas
7:30 PM @ Loras St. Joseph’s Auditorium
Discover your Christmas spirit alongside
members of The Guild of Saint Genesius and
the Loras College Music Program as they
celebrate Christmas with outstanding tales of
the season and recreate a “live” 1940s radio
broadcast. With classic Christmas stories
including “A Christmas Carol,” “The Night
Before Christmas,” and “A Child’s Christmas in
Wales,” this Loras tradition is performed with
live music and manual sound effects. The cost
of general admission is $5. Visit Loras.edu.

The Dubuque City Youth Ballet Presents:

The
Nutcracker Ballet
December 12 and 18–19 @ 7:30 PM
December 13 and 20 @ 2 PM
Grand Opera House

A highlight of the season in Dubuque
for decades, this beautiful production by
the Dubuque City Youth Ballet is a “must
see” for young and old alike. In Germany,
there is a folklore tradition based on
the idea that nutcrackers protect your
family and bring your home good luck.
For this reason, nutcrackers were often
given to children at Christmastime. The
story for The Nutcracker ballet is based
on a story by E.T.A. Hoffman entitled
22
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“The Nutcracker and the Mouse King”.
The original story is much darker than
the ballet, featuring a bloody battle
between the Nutcracker and the Mouse
King’s army, and the backstory of how
the prince was changed into a nutcracker.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $12 for
those under 18. Get your tickets today at
TheGrandOperaHouse.com or call the
box office at 563-588-1305. n
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Hotel Julien Dubuque
12
Days of Christmas
Now–December 24
Hotel Julien Dubuque (200 Main St)

Now in its third year, this holiday series features
events for all ages designed to spread seasonal cheer
throughout the Dubuque community. The series is
designed to give back to the public during this special
season while also collecting donations for Toys for Tots.

St. Nick Deliveries
Sunday, December 6
If you’re staying with us on the evening of December 5, you can
expect a special visitor who is known for leaving unique holiday
treats. Be sure to take a peek outside your door on Sunday
morning to see what St. Nicholas brought you!

vocals, and a live jazz orchestra. Get into the Christmas spirit
with this staged dinner-theatre style show in the Grande
Ballroom. Lunch or dinner with dessert and show; includes a
complimentary cup of cheer (your choice of tap beer, wine, or
soda). For reservations or more information, please contact
Cathy at 563-599-7775.

Breakfast with Santa

Classic Christmas Movie Night

Sunday, December 6 @ 8–11 AM
Great fun for the kids. Join us for a delicious breakfast, crafts,
cookie decorating, Christmas stories, music, and a visit from
Santa! Children eat free with a donation for Toys for Tots. $8
or toy donation for children; $15 for adults. Reservations are
recommended. Call 563-588-5563.

Friday, December 11 @ 6–8PM
Enjoy popcorn, candy, and classic Christmas movies during this
free family event!

Sweet Treats in Caroline’s
Tuesday, December 8 @ 11 AM–9 PM
Enjoy a complimentary dessert with any entrée during lunch or
dinner at Caroline’s Restaurant!

Snowbiz Dinner Show
Thursday, December 10 @ Noon
Celebrate the season in style with a full-length Christmas
show featuring many of your favorite holiday tunes, incredible

“So many of the 12 Days of Christmas events are
meant to create traditions for people in the community,”
said Lara LeGrand, Director of Sales and Marketing at
Hotel Julien Dubuque.
For additional information, visit
HotelJulienDubuque.com or call 563-556-4200. n

You Relax, We Wrap
Thursday, December 17 @ 4–6 PM
Hotel Julien Dubuque’s Sales Team wraps all of your treasures
while you enjoy chair massages provided by therapists from
Potosa Spa! $1 per package/donated to Toys for Tots.

Jazz It Up With Jingle Barry
Thursday, December 17 @ 5:30–7:30 PM
Dubuque’s very own Christmas caroler extraordinaire Barry
Gentry will be singing your favorite holiday tunes in the
Riverboat Lounge. Stop by, listen (or sing along), and enjoy
scrumptious complimentary appetizers and fantastic drink

Sunday, December 13

specials. There is no charge for this event, but we certainly
would appreciate a toy donation for Toys for Tots.

Ugly Sweater Contest
Friday, December 18 @ 11 AM–9 PM
Dress to impress in your holiday worst. Complimentary desserts to
all who sport a holiday-themed sweater during lunch and dinner
at Caroline’s. Special prizes awarded to the best of the worst!

Festivus Party
Friday, December 18 @ 8–10 PM
Join us as we pay tribute to this classic Seinfeld holiday, complete
with an airing of grievances, feats of strength, complimentary
appetizers, drinks specials, and prizes!

Old Fashioned Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 24 @ 4:30 PM
A nod to a simpler time, our dinner in Caroline’s Restaurant is
the perfect opportunity to get in touch with the true spirit of
the holiday and enjoy a delicious meal with family. Reservations
recommended. Please call 563-588-5595.

Elf Jingle’s Christmas Surprise
2 PM @ Hazel Green Opera House
(Hazel Green, WI)

Tuesday, December 15
Night of the Luminaria
@ Galena, IL
From the Main Street to the hills overlooking
the park, all of Galena, IL will be glowing.
Enter a land of enchantment on this magical
night, when you see over 5,000 candle-lit
luminaries on streets, steps and sidewalks.
Local businesses offer extended hours on this
night. Then, warm up as you enjoy a candlelit
dinner at one of the local restaurants. Visit
VisitGalena.org.

Mistletoe Stroll Holiday House Tour
@ Various Locations, Galena, IL
Galena’s fine Bed and Breakfasts invite the
public to tour our beautiful inns all decked out
for the holidays. Purchase tickets for $10 at any
of the participating inns. Maps will be provided.
Visit BestOfGalena.com.
Dubuque365.com

Christmas on Broadway
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Christmas on Broadway
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Friday, December 18
Elf Jingle’s Christmas Surprise

Tri-State Choral Society Christmas Concert
2 PM @ Sinsinawa Mound
(Sinsinawa, WI)
Hear some of the Christmas season’s most
beloved and timeless classics along with
new holiday works. There will be musical
styles to delight all tastes, from a delightful,
spirited Spanish renaissance carol to the lush,
romantic harmonies of Berlioz and everything
in between. The featured soloist is Muscatine,
IA native and Julliard-trained tenor Juan Carlos
Mendoza. A freewill offering will be accepted.
Visit Sinsinawa.org/MoundCenter.

Thursday, December 17

7 PM @ Hazel Green Opera House
(Hazel Green, WI)

Christmas on Broadway
Jo Daviess County Christmas Bird Count
7 AM–6 PM @ Jo Daviess County, IL
Teams will count all of the birds in a 15-mile
diameter circle that is centered at Schapville,
IL. After the count, teams enjoy a potluck lunch
at 1 PM. There is a $10 suggested donation. To
join, call Grace Storch at 815-845-2731.

Wednesday, December 16
Christmas on Broadway

7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Saturday, December 19
Santa Claus at Collins Community CU
9–11 AM @ Collins Community Credit Union
Santa Claus is coming to Collins Community
Credit Union’s Dubuque Location (4855 Asbury
Rd). Children can take their photo with Santa
and will receive a coupon for a free 5×7 photo
print from Walgreens located and 2260 John F.
Kennedy Road in Dubuque.

7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
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Roshek
Celebrates the Holidays
Now–January 4 @ 9 AM–9 PM
Roshek Building (700 Locust St)

While Dubuque no longer has a big downtown
department store decorated inside and out for the holidays
with those traditional window displays celebrating the
coming of the Holiday Season with a sparkly winter
wonderland of toys and other gifts, it does have the Roshek
Building, which once served that purpose. For those old
enough to remember, Roshek’s Department Store decked
out with lighted trees and other holiday decorations still
exist as fond memories of a more innocent time.
In that spirit, Dubuque Initiatives and the Roshek
Building Tenants invite everyone to visit the Roshek
Building lobby over the holiday season to capture that
holiday magic and experience a bit of the rich history
and holiday tradition stretching back to the building’s
cherished past. Over the next few weeks, the Roshek
Building lobby will be host to a series of holiday-themed
events, with just enough sparkle to get most any ole’
Scrooge into the spirit of the season.
There will be the Caring and Sharing Tree, wherein
special ornaments are adorned and when picked, request
an item to be donated to help local organizations. You
will also be able to send a holiday card to the local
veterans in Iowa or drop off unwrapped toys for the Toys
for Tots initiative.
Be sure to check out the silent auction, which benefits
the participating nonprofit organizations who have
created a unique holiday decoration—a tree, wreath,
centerpiece or other decorative item. Each item is on
display and ready for bidding through Nonprofit Day on
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December 12. Once the Silent Auction concludes and
nonprofit holiday items are taken home by the winning
bidders, the lobby will be filled with animatronic holiday
figures, similar to the store window decor during the
heyday of Roshek Department Store. The display is
meant to capture the spirit of the nostalgic 1940s and
‘50s at the Roshek Building.
Saturday, December 12 from Noon to 3 PM is the
Roshek Building Nonprofit Day. The holiday-themed
fundraiser will benefit the participating nonprofits where
representatives will be available to provide visitors an
opportunity to meet and discuss their individual missions.
There will be a musical performance by Cadenza Choir at
noon as well as an appearance from Santa Claus. Bidding
in the silent auction will come to a close at 2:30, with the
winners to be announced shortly thereafter.
All are welcome to visit the Roshek Building lobby to
experience this Holiday Magic any time from November
20 through January 4. n
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Toys For Tots Winter
Concert
Tour
Sponsored by McGraw-Hill Higher Education
December 4–19
Across the Tri-States

How cool is this? For the second great
year, during the weeks leading up to
Christmas, you can officially rock out in
the Tri-States and help the Marine Corps
Toys For Tots Program at the same time!
And we’re not even kidding! There is
literally no better way we can think of to
support Toys For Tots and drink a beer at
the same time.
From Friday, November 6 to Saturday,
December 20, there are seven live music
shows in the Tri-States collecting toys
and raising money for the kids. We are
taking Toys for Tots on the road, and
your generous cover charge (or donated
toy) at each venue helps to support Toys
for Tots. It’s all made possible thanks to
a generous grant from the cool folks at
McGraw-Hill Higher Education.
NEXT UP... For those already missing
Halloween and not quite ready for
Christmas, Jumpers hosts a Lonely Goats
Krampus Party Friday, December 4 at
8 PM with an appearance by the horned
beast himself. A devilish figure from
Germanic folklore, Krampus is the nasty
counterpart to St. Nicholas, arriving on the
eve of the good Saint’s feast day to punish
naughty children with a switch or take
them away in a basket! Better buy a Toys
For Tots raffle ticket to escape his wrath!
Back in Galena on December 5, our
absolutely favorite gorgeous and stupidly
talented blonde bluegrass duo with a new
album, The Driftless Sisters, are playing
the Galena Brewing Company. Come by,
bring a toy, and take home their killer new
CD for your own Christmas present. See
‘em love here before they become wildly
famous and start getting their beef jerky
flown in and stuff.
Miles Nielsen and the Rusted Hearts
return for a second stop on the tour, this
time at The Smokestack in Dubuque on
December 11, 9 PM. Miles is bring back
an acoustic guitar autographed not only
by himself and his band, but also by his
Dubuque365.com

dad’s band, which just happens to be
Cheap Trick! Come to the gig and buy
a chance to win the guitar for a measly
$5! Admisson to the show is also a $5
donation to toys for tots or bring a new
toy to donate valued at $5 or more.
And the tour wraps up at the place most
fun ends up in the tri-states, at the Sandy
Hook Tavern on Saturday, December 19.
They’ve already helped Toys For Tots raise
$1000 earlier this Summer and now Ashley
Lawrence and crew are at it again with their
overdose of generosity, hosting the final
Toys For Tots Winter Concert Tour show
featuring Stop the Clock who bring a stellar
set ranging from heart thumping Memphis
blues to ambient melodic synth-rock. You
just gotta see it live to understand.
Toys For Tots would like to thank
McGraw-Hill Higher Education for making
the Winter Concert Tour possible as well
as Julie Griffin, the first lady of rock and
roll in Dubuque, for helping Toys For Tots
in organizing this stellar music series!
Find the tour events on Facebook and
follow along! n

Toys for Tots Concert tour Stops:
Lonely Goats Krampus Party
Friday, December 4 @ 8 PM
Jumpers

Driftless Sisters
Saturday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM
Galena Brewing Company (Galena, IL)

Miles Nielsen & the Rusted Hearts
Friday, December 11 @ 9 PM
The Smokestack

Stop the Clock
Saturday, December 19 @ 9 PM
Sandy Hook Tavern (Hazel Green, WI)
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Toys
For Tots Stuff the Truck
December 5 And 6
Theisen’s Home • Farm • Auto (2900 Dodge St)

The 6th Annual Theisen’s Stuff the Truck event to
benefit Marine Corps Toys For Tots returns Saturday,
December 5 and Sunday, December 6. Radio Dubuque
will supercast live at the Dubuque Theisen’s on
December 5 while shoppers take advantage of the
annual toy sale, 25%–40% off (or bring in a toy). Santa
will be on hand from 10:30 AM–1:30 PM, and Dubuque
Photography will be taking free pictures of kids with
Santa in his sleigh inside the store from 11 AM–1 PM. You’ll
even be able to take the photo home with you for free
or buy an 8x10 if you want a big one! Cookies and cocoa
complete a perfect trip to Theisen’s (oh, and probably
a bag of their famous, free popcorn, too)! The Marines
are scheduled to be there as well as the Boy Scouts of
Dubuque as Toys For Tots looks to match or beat the
amazing $10,000+ in cash and toys they receive from the
annual event.

Theisen’s is a WONDERFUL supporter of Toys For Tots.
You should be a WONDERFUL supporter of this Dubuquebased, locally-owned business and stop by that weekend
to buy something on sale for a local child and a few nice
things for yourself and your family while you’re at it. Stop
by and say “hi” to Bryce and the Radio Dubuque crew
manning the truck outside the store, no matter the weather,
all day long on Saturday. And come back Sunday when the
Boy Scouts make sure your donation is appreciated.
The goal is to fully support the needs of nearly 5,000
children in Dubuque County, IA, Clayton County, IA,
Grant County, WI, and Jo Daviess County, IL. Keep an
eye out in your favorite local retailers for official Toys For
Tots donation bins. Visit ToysForTots.org for information
about the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots Charity
and online donations. All donations stay local, and cash
donations are tax deductible. n

Dubuque Symphony
Orchestra
Holiday Concerts
Holiday Family Concert: Saturday, December 5 @ 1 PM
Full Holiday Concert: Saturday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM and
Sunday, December 6 @ 2 PM
Five Flags Theater (405 Main St)
The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
(DSO) presents sparkling musical
arrangements of cherished holiday tunes
and songs of the season at its annual
Holiday Concerts.
The Holiday Family Concert is a
special performance featuring a shorter
program of lively holiday music, singalong songs, and guest appearances
including members of the Heartland
Ballet Company, vocalist Dianne Penning,
the Dubuque Chorale Children’s Choir,
and, of course, a visit from our favorite
jolly old elf—Santa! The concert is
approximately one hour in length with
no intermission. Children are invited to
get their picture taken with Santa for free
immediately following the concert. It will
be held on Saturday, December 5 at 1 PM
at the Five Flags Theater.
For the full-length Holiday Concert,
the DSO welcomes the Dubuque Chorale
in addition to members of the Heartland
Ballet Company and vocalist Dianne
Penning. Concert goers will enjoy
traditional selections from Tchaikovsky’s
The Nutcracker, Handel’s “For Unto Us
A Child Is Born” from Messiah, Bach/
Gounod’s Ave Maria, and much more! The
combination of familiar favorites, festive
new music and cheerfully decorated
theater will leave you in the spirit of the
season. The full-length Holiday Concerts
are Saturday, December 5 at 7:30 PM and
Sunday, December 6 at 2 PM at the Five
Flags Theater.
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Featured guest artist Dianne Penning
is equally at home in classical repertoire
as well as pops. Penning draws from an
accomplished background that has taken
her to symphonies around the country. She
has it all: a gorgeous voice, a skyrocket
coloratura, a beautiful stage presence,
and sense of humor and intelligence to
illuminate music of every kind.
Family Concert tickets are $11 for
children 12 and under, $21 for adults and $31
for box seats. Full-length Holiday Concerts
tickets are $15–$76. Advance tickets can
be purchased at the Five Flags Center box
office, your local Ticketmaster retail outlet
or online at DubuqueSymphony.org. For
more information, call the symphony office
at 563-557-1677. n
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Toys
For Tots Kids’ Christmas Party
Presented by Theisen’s

Sunday, December 20 @ Noon–3 PM
Five Flags Arena (405 Main St)
Free Admission
It’s the biggest, craziest party of the
holiday season … it’s for kids ten and
under … and it’s FREE!
Toys For Tots is super excited to
announce the beginning of what they
hope becomes a new Dubuque holiday
tradition, the Toys For Tots Kids’
Christmas, presented by Theisen’s Home
• Farm • Auto. Taking place on Sunday,
December 20, from noon to 3 PM, the
Five Flags Arena will transform into a
yuletide display of controlled chaos,
as hundreds of Tri-State youngsters
converge for the biggest party around.
And the best part is, it’s totally FREE!
The event is hosted by Marine Corps
Toys For Tots of Dubuque, 365ink
Magazine and the Dubuque Police
Department, as a super fun, safe and
festive chance for kids to play together,
have a blast and go home with a few
goodies along the way.
“Between 365ink and Toys For Tots,
we’ve always been involved with St. Mark’s
Jingle Bell Hop and saw what a wonderful
event it was,” says 365ink Publisher and
Toys For Tots Coordinator, Bryce Parks.
”With that event no longer happening, we
thought we had to do something to take
up the flag and keep that youthful dose of
holiday spirit alive. Continuing on an already
robust holiday relationship, Theisen’s was a
natural partner to make it possible for area
families. This event also provides a great
opportunity for Toys For Tots to celebrate
the end of a successful season of serving
the Dubuque community. We provide over
20,000 toys to over 5000 kids each season
but we never get to interact with the kids
directly. This is our chance to see the smiles
in person. It’s also a chance to give out a
few more goodies that we had left at the
end of the toys season. What kid can’t use
one more Christmas present?”
The three-hour party is jam-packed
with things to do for kids, from toddlers
to age 10. It will have music and dancing
with a live DJ that’s great with kids. L.T.
Amusements is bringing giant inflatable
rides including a bounce house and a
32 foot long slide, made possible by
Paramount Ambulance, who will also
have an Ambulance there for kids to
check-out in person. Kids will also climb
aboard a real fire truck and see how
Dubuque heroes do their jobs when they
get to talk with real firemen.
Especially exciting is the Theisen’s
SpongeBob Giveaway. Dubuque Police
Officers will be giving out big SpongBobs
to the first 750 kids from the back of the
super-cool Theisen’s pickup truck. These
Dubuque365.com

plush SpongeBobs are wearing Santa hats!
But that’s not all! Toys For Tots is giving
away fun activity books and crayons to all
the kids, too. Who knows what else they
might be giving away? They expect each
kid to be able to go home with $20 or
more worth of free goodies.
This year when you get your photo
taken with Santa in his sleigh at the party,
courtesy of Dubuque Photography, you’ll
be able to take home a printed copy of the
photo with you so you’ll never forget the
memory … for FREE. You can even choose
to take home a 8x10 for a small fee.
The folks from St. Mark’s youth
Enrichment are still involved in this
special party with a great selection of
kids games where kids can win prizes as
they play. Face-painting, balloon animals
and other activities round out a huge
slate of things to do for the kiddos.
All of that playing can make a kid need
a treat, so they’ve got you covered with
free cookies, popcorn and punch thanks
to the generosity of the Diamond Jo
Casino, Mindframe Theaters and Fareway
Foods. Five Flags will also have their
concessions open with other goodies
available for purchase, and yes mom and
dad, they’re have the specially coffee cart
at the event so you can enjoy a gourmet
cup of nerve-soother while your young
ones go a little nuts around you.
An extra special-salute goes out to all
of the generous sponsors who have come
together to make this totally free event
possible. In addition to those mentioned
above, they include the stations of
Radio Dubuque, ScanDubuque.com,
TriStatesNightOut.com, Dubuque Arts
Collective, Five Flags, EZSellUSA and the
Boy Scouts of America.
Put it all together and you’ve got a
kid party to beat all kid parties … and it’s
Christmas! n
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LOT
ONE
Revisited
by Rich Belmont

In 1835, thirteen years
before Iowa became
a State of the Union, a
surveyor named George
W. Harrison (no, not the
Beatle) surveyed the lot
at the corner of Main and
1st Streets in Dubuque.
The plot was recorded as
Lot Number One. Then
in 1838 Timothy Fanning
purchased the lot and
started a tavern called
Tim Fanning’s Log Cabin.
Sometime thereafter the name was changed to Jefferson
House Hotel & Tavern. First and Main was the 1st lot to be
platted in Dubuque.
So in 2002 when Joe Zwack acquired the building with
the intention of opening a sports bar it was only fitting
he should call it Lot One.
The place was in total
disrepair so Joe had a
lot of work to do. Over
the next two years he
completely gutted the
concrete frame building
and replaced all of
the electrical wiring,
plumbing, heating and
cooling systems. He had
new windows, ceilings,
wood paneling and an all
new kitchen installed. He relocated the staircase from
the middle of the building to closer to the front door and
added a beautiful new bar.
Joe gained experience as a bartender while he was a
student at the University of Iowa. Later he tended bar at
the Silver Dollar Cantina in Dubuque. When Joe opened
Lot One it quickly became a gathering place for sports
fans of all ages. There are fourteen TV’s so games can
be seen from any seat in the house. Thirsty patrons can
choose from twenty-four beers on tap and over thirty
different imported bottled beers. There is also a large
selection of microbrews and craft beers and new ones
are added every couple of weeks.
Lot One is also known for tremendous martinis, Bloody
Marys and mixed drinks especially those made with
vodka. In fact the bar has the largest selection of vodkas
in the Tri-State region. Interestingly, a lot of wine is
consumed there too. There is a fine collection of Merlot,
Cabernet, Pinot Noir, Shiraz and Riesling wines available
by the glass or bottle.
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 Steak Sandwich

On some nights there are drink specials from 5 pm to
close. For example, right now Tuesday is Double-up
Night when a double rail drink pour is only $1.00 extra.
No wonder Lot One was voted the Best Fest Best Bar in
Dubuque several times.
Joe understood right from the beginning he had the
talent and experience to run a first class bar. However,
his goal was to have a good bar serving great food as
well. To accomplish this he appointed his sister, Sharon
Coleman, Kitchen Manager. Joe and Sharon created a
very popular menu. From time to time they add new
things like the really, really big Jumbo Bavarian Pretzel.

For starters there are currently twelve appetizers to
choose from. They are all quite tasty but four are truly
standouts. The Nachos Lot One is a huge pile of nacho
chips covered with tasty salsa and jalapeños and is
delivered to your table without meat or your choice of
beef or chicken. The Hot Wings are eight fresh wings
served with Ranch dressing. In order to truly wake up
your taste buds you should request these slathered with
BBQ, Teriyaki, Jerk, Thai Chili or Hot Sauce. You can
order plain wings if you wish but those are for sissies.
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The Onion Rings are very popular too. Thinly sliced rings
are battered and fried in accordance with Grandma
Zwack’s heirloom recipe. Even the homemade French
fries make a tremendous appetizer. That’s because a
large russet potato is hand cut, fried and seasoned with
an in-house special seasoning.
The menu is extensive so on a past visit my friends and I
let Joe decide what we should try. Soon our friendly and
experienced server, Tina Felderman, was bringing one
dish after another to our table. What a feast we had!

The Steak Sandwich is a thick sirloin grilled with
delicious house made marinade. The Club Sandwich
is stacked with ham, turkey and bacon on toasted
marble rye with lettuce, tomato, red onion, Swiss and
American cheese and mayo. The Grilled Chicken Salad
is extraordinary! Romaine lettuce, tomatoes, onion
and hard boiled eggs are a nesting place for dynamite
grilled chicken with your choice of dressing. (They tell
me fat-free Raspberry Vinaigrette is very popular but I
always go with blue cheese.
Dubuque365.com
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Our exploratory dinner
had some surprising
results. For one thing I
learned that Wraps can be
very, very good! The Thai
Chili Chicken Wrap is the
most popular of the eight
wraps on the menu. A
grilled chicken breast is
marinated in a sweet/
spicy Thai Chili sauce with
choice of cheese wrapped
in a tomato-basil tortilla.
The Buffalo chicken Wrap
with crispy chicken in a hot sauce with choice of cheese
is delicious especially if you like food on the spicy side.
Without a doubt my favorite wrap was the Grilled Steak.
Several slices of grilled sirloin dripping with that
tantalizing homemade marinade were wrapped in the
tortilla with lettuce and provolone cheese. The menu
indicates it comes in a flour tortilla but mine was
wrapped in a tomato basil tortilla and it was fantastic!

Does anything go better with beer than pizza? You can
create your own with a choice of 13 toppings or you can
order one of the seven specialty pizzas. We enjoyed the
Supreme with fresh Italian sausage, pepperoni, green
peppers, black olives, onions and homemade sauce.

Now some people might say beer needs to be
accompanied by hamburgers. So Lot One has you
covered here as well. You can build your own by
choosing your own toppings or pick one of the 12
specialty burgers. The Roaming Hot Buffalo Bison Burger
is very popular. The Bison beef comes from Iowa Bison
and is topped with jalapeños and pepper jack cheese.
The Western Bacon with cheddar cheese, BBQ sauce and
onion strings is also in great demand. And I have a new
favorite: The True Blue Burger topped with delicious blue
cheese made by Maytag Dairy Farms in Newton, Iowa.
(Fun fact: Maytag began forming blue cheese in
1941using a new process developed by Iowa State
University. That same process is still used today).

Monday – Kickin’ Chicken – spicy breaded or grilled
chicken breast topped with a blend of Monterey Jack and
cheddar cheese and spicy Lot One sauce.
Tuesday – Pork Cheddar Bacon Burger
Wednesday – Steak Sammy – marinated and grilled
sirloin steak on a hoagie with your choice of side.
Thursday – Chicken Cordon Bleu – a flavorful combination
of chicken breast topped with ham and Swiss cheese.
Friday – Dubuque Dip – thinly sliced beef with au jus and
Giardini era and cheese if you want it with the works.
There is a really good deal on Tuesday nights from 5
pm to 9 pm. It is Burger Basket Night containing a hand
packed Angus patty covered with your choice of cheese
and a heaping pile of home-cut French fries for just over
six bucks.
Before I forget I must mention the excellent breakfasts
on Sundays between 10 am and 2 pm. They call it Sunday
Funday. There are eggs and bacon or sausage, 3 egg
omelets, scrambled egg wraps, French toast, steak
and eggs and homemade biscuits & gravy made from
Grandma Zwack’s personal recipe.

You can request a hamburger made from bison or turkey.
All the other burgers are made from fresh, never frozen,
hand formed 100% Angus beef. Joe is an expert on
Angus beef. Did I mention he is a full time farmer in his
spare time? Joe and his dad, who is also Joe, have raised
Angus cattle on their farm just south of Dubuque for
many years. Joe says he is able to be away from his bar
farming because he has complete trust in his two expert
managers, Mitch Hager and Brian Zeimet.
Lot One is always busy between 11 am and 2 pm. That’s
because everybody wants to get in on the Lunch Specials:

Oh and one last thing: there is a really cool private party
room on the second floor. It has a bar and sofas and is a
great place for conversation. Tables are set up as needed
to accommodate large groups.
Lot One is a great bar where you don’t have to go
someplace else for good food. You could say it’s
number one because it’s the first in the row of excellent
restaurants on Dubuque’s lower Main Street!
Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see
reviewed? Please send your requests, suggestions and
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com. n

Lot One
100 Main Street, Dubuque, IA 52001
563-587-0200 • LotOneDBQ.com
Hours: Bar: Mon–Sat 11 AM–2 AM; Sun 9 AM–3 PM;
Kitchen: Mon–Sat 11 AM–9 PM; Sun 10 AM–2 PM
Dining Style: Come as you are
Noise Level: Conversational
Recommendations: Hot Wings, Nachos Lot One,
Build a Burger, Roamin Hot Buffalo Burger, Thai
Chili Chicken Wrap, Grilled Steak Wrap, Grilled
Chicken Salad, Steak Sandwich, Pizza Supreme
Liquor Service: Full Bar; Vodka Specialties, 13
Beers on tap, over 30 Domestic & Import Beers
Prices: $1.50–$12.95
Pay Options: Cash, Debit, Visa, MasterCard, AMEX,
No checks, ATM on premises
Accessibility: Ramp at front door, main floor
restroom, accessible booth
Kids Policy: Adult Bar, No kids menu, No highchair,
No booster
Reservations: Groups of 8 or more only
Catering: Yes • Take Out: Yes • Delivery: No
Parking: On Street
 Philly Basket
Dubuque365.com
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Tis
the Season for Breakfast
by Hy-Vee nutritionists Megan Horstman (Asbury),

Amy Cordingley (Locust), and Tricia Rau (Dodge)
With the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season, don’t forget the most
important meal of the day. Amidst
family gatherings, office parties, and
all the fun and merriment, it is easy to
skip out the door without breakfast.
Studies show those who eat breakfast
tend to eat healthier throughout the
day. The ideal breakfast includes some
whole grains, which are packed with
fiber, a good protein source and some
fruit or vegetables for added vitamins
and minerals. If your day is hectic and
you just can’t seem to make breakfast in
time to get out of the house, try making
breakfast ahead. Make a big pot of
oatmeal and keep it in the refrigerator for
the week. Just heat some up as you need
it. After heating, simply add some milk,
nuts (walnuts are high in omega-3’s and
protein), frozen berries and some ground
flax or chia seeds. Put it all in a coffee or
travel mug and you are out the door.
Some other breakfast ideas include:
• Layer yogurt with your favorite
granola and blueberries.
• Top a whole-wheat English muffin
with peanut butter, sliced bananas
and raisins.
• Scramble an egg, toss in diced
tomatoes, mushrooms and spinach
for a high protein breakfast.
• Make ahead whole-wheat pancakes
and freeze. When you need a quick
breakfast simply pull one from the
freezer and toast in a toaster.
With all these great breakfast ideas,
it’s also important to remember that
November is National Diabetes Month.
This is a great time to shine the light
on the importance of breakfast for
diabetics as well. Breakfast can help
prevent hypoglycemia (low blood
sugar) in individuals on an insulin
regimen. Breakfast can also help with
maintaining consistent blood sugar levels
throughout the day by helping spread
out the amount of carbohydrates evenly
throughout the day. Just remember, good
diabetes control starts with a breakfast
including healthy complex carbohydrates
and a good source of protein.
Dubuque365.com

Whatever your plans this season,
don’t let your day start without a
power-packed breakfast. n
The information is not intended as
medical advice. Please consult a medical
professional for individual advice.

Bagel Gone Bananas
Makes 2 - ½ bagel servings

All you need:
•
•
•
•
•

2 tbsp natural nut butter, such as almond,
cashew or peanut
1 tsp honey
Pinch of salt
1 whole-wheat bagel, split and toasted
1 small banana, sliced

All you do:
1. Stir together nut butter, honey and salt in a
small bowl.
2. Divide the mixture between bagel halves
and top with banana slices.
Per Serving: 284 calories, 10g fat, 369mg
sodium, 44g carbohydrate, 6g sugar, 6g fiber,
8g protein
Recipe Source: EatingWell.com

10
Don’ts of Positive People
by Matt Booth
People who have positive attitudes most
of the time are mentally strong. Here is
a list of the 10 Don’ts of positive people.
Positive people:

1. Don’t Feel Sorry for Themselves
Positive people don’t sit around feeling
sorry about their circumstances. Instead,
they take responsibility for their role
in life and get up off their butt and do
something.

6. Don’t Dwell on the Past
Positive people don’t waste time
dwelling on the past and wishing things
could be different. They acknowledge
their past and can say what they’ve
learned from it. However, they don’t
constantly relive bad experiences or
fantasize about the glory days.

7. Don’t Make the Same Mistakes
Over and Over

Positive people understand that they are
in control of their life and have a choice
on what they do and how they respond
to situations and people.

Positive people accept responsibility
for their behavior and mistakes. As a
result, they don’t keep repeating those
mistakes over and over. Instead, they
move on and make better decisions in
the future.

3. Don’t Shy Away from Change

8. Don’t Resent Others’ Success

Positive people don’t avoid change.
Instead, they welcome it. They
understand that change is inevitable and
believe in their ability to adapt.

Positive people appreciate and celebrate
other people’s success in life. They
don’t grow jealous or feel cheated when
others surpass them. Instead, they
recognize that success comes with hard
work, and they are willing to work hard
for their own chance at success.

2. Don’t Give Away Their Power

4. Don’t Worry About Things
They Can’t Control
Positive people focus on what they can
control in their lives and recognize that
sometimes, the only thing they can
control is their attitude.

5. Don’t Worry About Pleasing
Everyone
Positive people realize that they don’t need
to please everyone all the time. They’re
not afraid to say no or speak up when
necessary. They strive to be kind and fair,
but can handle other people being upset if
they didn’t make them happy.

9. Don’t Give Up
Positive people don’t view failure as
a reason to give up. Instead, they use
failure as an opportunity to grow and
improve. They are willing to keep trying
until they get it right.

10. Don’t Feel Entitled
Positive people don’t feel like the world
owes them something. They understand
that life isn’t always easy or fair and look for
opportunities based on their own merits. n

Mattitude Quote

“Be yourself on purpose.” —Matt Booth
Matt Booth, the attitude expert, is an engaging speaker. He demonstrates and
delivers a common sense approach to a positive attitude. To find out how Matt
can help you or your organization, connect with him today at mattbooth.com.
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Spies
With Computers
By Bob Gelms
Cold Shot by Mark Henshaw falls into
the category of spy thrillers I happen to
like the best: spies with brains and/or
computers. The other category of spy
thriller, just so you will know where I’m
coming from, is spies with guns.
Mr. Henshaw’s characters, Kyra Stryker
and Jonathan Burke, are well rounded,
three dimensional and very believable.
They both have enough idiosyncrasies to
annoy just about anybody. Burke has one
personality characteristic no one likes. He
is right most of the time and is more than
willing to share his on-the-nose opinion
with everyone, especially the folks who
aren’t interested in hearing it.
Our tale of the day begins off the
coast of the Horn of Africa where Somali
pirates have hijacked an Iranian freighter.
Bad Somali pirates, bad Somali pirates.
The freighter is carrying a very special
cargo bound for Venezuela on a topsecret mission and guarded by crack
Iranian Special Forces. The Somalis get
their heads handed to them on a platter.
An Iranian nuclear scientist on board
with a predilection for sadism tortures
one of the Somalis to death and sets him
adrift in a life boat, presumably to act as
a warning for the pirates to stay away
from Iranian freighters.
The USS Vicksburg picks up the raft
with the dead man. Stryker & Burke are
tasked to investigate the mystery. Using
a whole host of interesting spy tools,
they trace the pirate to the hijacking
of the freighter, they surmise it was
recaptured by the Iranians and they get
spy photographs of the freighter on a
heading for Venezuela.
It smells bad to everyone since the
forensic pathologists have determined
that the Somali pirate died from
radiation burns he acquired onboard
the Iranian freighter. This is when all hell
breaks loose. This is when politicians
begin to muck everything up. This is
when Stryker & Burke find themselves in
Venezuela and in great personal danger.
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Trying to find out what was on
the ship and confirm it with photos,
Stryker skulks around the dock while
Burke keeps an eye on her from a hill
overlooking the dockyard. What they
find is improbable and will certainly
change the way the world operates. They
both believe in the Sherlock Holmes
principle “when you have eliminated the
impossible, whatever remains, however
improbable, must be the truth.”
They are then tasked with the job
of eliminating the cargo and escaping
the country with their derrières in one
piece. It’s a ride in the front car of the
biggest roller coaster you can imagine.
Cold Shot is the reason these books are
called thrillers.
One of my daughters is constantly
bemoaning the dearth of good female
characters. Have no fear. Kyra Stryker is
here and she is one tough cookie. She is
determined, talented, strong and, when it’s
called for, exceeding dangerous with her
brainpower and her gun. She is refreshing.
Ms Stryker is going to go a long way.
Mr. Henshaw is a long time employee
of the CIA as an analyst. So, it isn’t
unexpected that his characters know
their way around an analyst’s job inside
out and backwards. Which brings us to
our other hero, Jonathan Burke, “The
Man Who Is Never Wrong.” His mind
is like some kind of supercomputer.
He doesn’t have hunches or guesses.
He has answers that he has come to
after his brain takes in all the facts, and
arrives at the only correct conclusion.
To experience this in action is, for me,
to be a little jealous. Oh yes, and he
is an expert with a long range sniper
rifle which a few bad guys came to
experience a little too closely.
You can’t ask for much more than
engaging characters, a page turning
plot, heroes in danger working their way
out of it in most clever ways, and nasty,
self serving, dumb-ass politician getting
their come-uppance. If I gave star ratings
Cold Shot gets four out of five. n
Dubuque365.com
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Sure, we have the typically thought of gifts for the handy
person on your list. From Craftsman Tools to Stihl Power
Equipment, Steve’s Ace is your one stop shop for all
things home. But we are more than just a hardware
store. Steve’s Ace Home & Garden has some perfect, and
often unexpected, gift ideas for those hard to buy for
people in your life.

Check out these educational
toys & games at SPROUT
Rody and Rody Max

RodyToy.com
Great for developing balance and coordination skills. And
while it’s made in Italy, it’s not FRA-GI-LE. It is made of
super strong latex free vinyl, inflatable to adjust for the
weight of child. The Original Rody is great for kids ages
2-4 and the Rody Max is fun until the maximum weight of
300 pounds- yes, the Steve’s Ace crew has been known
to have Rody races after closing!

Snap Circuits

SnapCircuits.net
Snap Circuits® makes learning electronics easy and fun!
Just follow the colorful pictures in our manual and build
exciting projects such as a flying saucer; alarms; doorbells
and much more! You can even play electronic games with
your friends. All parts are mounted on plastic modules
and snap together with ease. Enjoy hours of educational
fun while learning about electronics. No tools required.
Includes Projects 1-101 manual. Great for ages 8-108!

Perplexus

Perplexus.net
Perplexus is a maze game where players maneuver a small
marble around barriers inside a transparent sphere. Unlike
traditional flat-surface mazes that are composed of one
path, Perplexus houses various challenging tracks with
100 barriers providing a challenging three-dimensional
experience. Players select the track they would like to
attempt and must work with gravity to carefully shift, flip
and twist the sphere to guide the marble. Players can race
each other or the clock. Ages 6 & Up.
Star Wars Lover on your list? The Star Wars ultimate
weapon Death Star is now The Perplexus® ultimate
3D maze! Hold the power in your hands, twisting and
turning the Death Star to maneuver your marble along
the track and make it to the end like the Jedi survivor
you are! Features awesome lights and sounds, too!
Batteries included.

Hape Quadrilla Marble Runs

HapeToys.com
Quadrilla is the Ultimate Marble Run Building Set that
allows infinite possibilities for 3-dimensional thinking
and creating structures that will captivate the interests
of a wide age range. A huge bonus is that all Hape toy
finishes are non-toxic and made of bamboo from Hape’s
own bamboo forest.
Dubuque365.com

For the ladies

For the family Chef

Thymes Body Care

*Big Green Egg

Thymes.com
For the quenching, deeply moisturizing
comfort you crave, these conditioning hand
creams, soaps and more, are thick, rich
blends that leave hands lightly fragranced,
hydrated and nourished — but never greasy.
And did I mention their candles? Oh their candles are
wonderful! Absolutely a customer favorite! I would
suggest checking out one of our newer fragrances like
Goldleaf Gardenia, a new twist on a popular classic that
will appeal to a modern woman.

Baggallini: For Life’s Journey

Baggallini.com
Life is a journey. Just ask the two flight
attendants who founded baggallini. They
wanted a travel companion, something
stylish with plenty of pockets to help them move from
place to place. So, on their next trip they found some
people who could help them make exactly that. Soon the
cabin crew all wanted to know where they got their baggs,
with the passengers not far behind. Twenty years later, the
baggs they created are still working hard for the everyday
traveler. So, whether your day takes you three blocks
or three time zones. Stop by and check out some of the
latest colors and styles. I love that they appeal to all ages.
I use mine all the time and I just got one for my mom, who
was very excited to try hers out.

For the risk takers
Raygun Clothing

BigGreenEgg.com
Do you have someone on your list that loves to grill or
smoke meat? Steve’s Ace is the areas only authorized
Gold Big Green Egg dealer and we couldn’t be more
EGGcited! Already an Egghead? We have an amazing
selection of EGGcessories too. Something I think
is especially cool is the Instant Read Digital Food
thermometer. This professional-grade food thermometer
accurately and precisely measures internal temperatures
of food with a quick 3 to 4 second response time.

For the person who has everything
Corinthian Bells Wind Chimes

QmtWindChimes.com
Corinthian Bells® are visually and acoustically
exceptional chimes that are made to last. They
are one of those items many wouldn’t purchase
for themselves but absolutely love once they
receive one as a gift. Available in six sizes and
several colors, these chimes are a clever and
unexpected gift to buy for someone who already
has everything.

Outdoor fountains by Massarelli

Massarelli.com
Another one of those items people don’t often buy
themselves, but cherish once they own are outdoor
fountains for the garden. Massarelli’s artists make and
finish each piece by hand, so each is a unique original. Not
sure what fountain matches their style? Consider a gift
certificate for a fountain to be selected in the spring. n

Raygun.com
Not for the faint of heart! Raygun
clothing offers satirical and often
hilarious clothing perfect for showing
your guys unique sense of style. Don’t worry ladies, we
have some fun options for you too!

For the new homeowner

Landscape design makes a unique and special gift
for the new homeowner. Set a person up for success
by giving them the gift of a beautiful yard that is
manageable to maintain. Designs/ Garden Coaching
start at only $50! Learn more at stevesace.com.

For the outdoors enthusiast
Yeti

YetiCoolers.com
Since we brought it Yeti a couple of years ago, it has
quickly grown to be one of our customer’s favorite
brands. The most recent addition to the Yeti family is the
Rambler, a 10 oz Lowball. It will be your all-day drinking
buddy, from your first cup of joe to your last nightcap.
Along the way, the double-wall vacuum insulation will
keep your hot drinks hot and your cold drinks cold far
longer than standard mugs or cocktail glasses. And
unlike your favorite bourbon glass, this lowball will never
shatter on impact or leave a ring on your coffee table
thanks to its 18/8 stainless steel construction and No
Sweat™ Design. Taking your beverage to go? Pop on the
optional Rambler 10/20oz lid to avoid splashing your
beverage. Dishwasher safe. Yes, they cost $24.99. But
trust me, they are amazing, and worth every penny.
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Dear Erma,

Dear Erma,

December’s just begun and so has
my rage. I am sick and tired of people
wishing me “Happy Holidays.” Why
don’t these strangers wish me a “Merry
Christmas” like the old days? It’s so
offensive! What’s with these people?
—Offended Ollie

Each year my big brother and I give
each other gifts and this year he said he
wanted a “hoe.” I don’t understand why
a 13-year-old would want a thing for the
garden. I think his video game was talking
about hoes and how they can help people
make money and I think he wants more
money for another game. My parents said
to ignore him, but I really want to get him
what he wants this year. Please help!
—Emily

Dear Ollie,
Have you ever considered that Christmas
is, indeed, a holiday? Have you ever
considered that there are, indeed, other
holidays celebrated by other people?
Have you ever considered that there
are, indeed, other people in this world?
Like you, I celebrate Christmas. In
fact, Mr. Gerd’s currently donning his
Rudolph undies whilst dancing around
the tree, but that’s besides the point.
The folks who are wishing you “Happy
Holidays” may not celebrate Christmas,
and perhaps they’d rather not offend
you if you didn’t celebrate that specific
HOLIDAY. My old friend Marge is always
tickled pink when I wish her a Happy
Hanukkah (as she doesn’t celebrate
Christmas). Stop being such a Scrooge
and be a little bit more open this
HOLIDAY season. I’m not here to stop you
from wishing others a “Merry Christmas,”
but you should open your eyes and
realize these harmless people aren’t
trying to ruin Christmas for you.
—Erma
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Dear Little Emily,
A hoe, you say? Hitch a ride with a taxi
to Steve’s Ace and see if they have
any hoes for sale. Winter is upon us,
so their supplies may be low, but you
can finally get your brother what he’s
always wanted: a shiny, new hoe. As for
decorations (because you can’t just gift a
naked hoe), put a pretty red bow on top
and make a personal card. I always liked
when my kids made cards for me! Let
him know how wonderful of a brother he
is and how you even had to write to ol’
Erma for some advice! But if you want to
really make this gift stand out (and what
young girl wouldn’t?), you’ll need to look
for the perfect hoe bag. Speaking from
experience, you don’t want one that’s too
baggy, but you don’t want one that’s too
tight—you need the perfect hoe bag for
your hoe. Merry Christmas, dear!
—Erma
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Aries
(March 21–April 19)
Unfortunately, there’s no “collect
them all and win a special prize” scenario when
it comes to having seen political ads from every
candidate more than 60 times each.

Taurus
(April 20–May 20)
Just because Kobe Bryant is
retiring doesn’t mean he’s paving the way for
your entry into the NBA, no matter how good
you are at Horse.

Gemini
(May 21–June 20)
If you’re wondering if “The Wiz
Live!” will still be live if you watch it on your
DVR, let me be the bearer of bad news and tell
you that it won’t.

Cancer
(June 21–July 22)
The horoscope for this sign can be
found on the margins of page 102, though the
printer may have cut it off by accident. Guess
we’ll never know now, will we?

Leo
(July 23–August 22)
Since you didn’t get up early
enough to go shopping on Black Friday, we ALL
have to do it over again next Friday and every
Friday until we get it right. Thanks for nothin’.

Virgo
(August 23–September 22)
If it helps your self-esteem, go
ahead and ask the operator on the other end
just how important your call is to them.

Dubuque365.com

Libra
(September 23–October 22)
Your idea that explosions make
everything better should have several caveats:
romantic dinners, baby showers, couples
counseling, etc.

Scorpio
(October 23–November 21)
If you want to take a set of hedge
clippers to the bank to liberate any chained
pens, feel free. Remember - YOUR money pays
for them.

Sagittarius
(November 22–December 21)
Take it from me - never give a
toddler any sort of spice container if you want
him or her to help prepare dinner. Otherwise
you’re going to end up with some beef in your
turmeric.

Capricorn
(December 22–January 19)
If you try and scare a cat with a
cucumber, just be prepared for the top of that
cucumber to wind up in your bed while you’re
sleeping.

Aquarius
(January 20–February 18)
If you’re like me, you would pay
anything to know what it is that makes Wolf
Blitzer giggle like a little girl.

Pisces

PUZZLE ANSWERS

(February 19–March 20)
One night in Bangkok makes a
hard man humble. Losing your fantasy football
matchup for the week does not.
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