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The 365ink crew... faces you already know!

There is a debate over what to call Dubuque’s 
Warehouse/Millworking District. It seems gen-
eral sentiment is swaying toward “Warehouse 
District.” This term refers to a universally un-
derstood idea in urban redevelopment and 
needs little, if any, further explanation. It’s an 
automatic brand for a mixed-use area that is al-
ready championed by many large cities across 
the country. The phrase “Millworking District,” 
though very similar, often begs further defini-
tion, usually boiling down to admitting it to be 
a “Warehouse District.” Going with the “Ware-
house” brand, as it has already been used, e.g. 
two seasons of “Voices From the Warehouse 
District,” is easy, pre-defined and marketable. 
It’s a pretty safe bet. Is the safe bet the smart 
bet? My brother Brad makes a pretty compelling 
argument for other name.  His argument relies 
much more heavily on the emotional branding 
of the area based on history, but it’s interesting 
and I thought I would give him my space here 
to state his case. I don’t think he’s ever gotten a 
point across in 600 words or fewer, though.

The Case for 
“The Millworking District”
A half-century ago, a young 
child rode the Orphan Train 
from the east coast without 
home or hope. With every 
advantage of birth, wealth 
and family stolen, he was 
unceremoniously dropped 
in Dubuque, Iowa. In a time 
of economic depression the 
small boy took up work on 
the shop floors in the local 
millworking plants, picking 
up scrap wood and sweeping sawdust. As he 
grew so did his responsibilities. In the end he 
was known to us as Wayne Norman, Sr., CEO 
of the mighty CARADCO empire and arguably 
one of Dubuque’s greatest philanthropists and 
visionaries. 

The reason this story is so important to the dis-
cussion of what to name the Millwork /Ware-
house District is this: The success of any devel-
opment lies not in the nature of its buildings but 
in the energy, talents and vision of the people 
that populate them. Whether apartments or ca-
fes, condos or lofts, the type of buildings they are 
built in is not the determining factor of the iden-
tity of the community. The people are, people 
like those who create empires out of sawdust. 

So let us remember that while these building 
are warehouses now, that is not what they al-
ways were. They were corporate headquarters 
for a dynamic national industry. They were ma-
chine shops and saw houses. Break rooms and 
board rooms. A bustling, thriving community 
that created jobs and gave life to the mothers 

and fathers of our community. The district was 
home to the craftsmen and industry pioneers 
that milled lumber for everything from Victrolla 
music boxes to covered wagons, riverboats to 
window sashes sold worldwide. It was a place 
of commerce and opportunity, a powerful cen-
ter of economic vitality for the people who cre-
ated our very history. Has it been so long that we 
have forgotten them? 

If the legacy of the Millworking District proves 
anything it is that greatness is never simple or 
easy. Yes, “Warehouse District” is a good name 
and right now is more recognized than “Mill-
working District.” But if it is true that “Good is 
the enemy of Great,” then why squander our 
unique identity for the sake of being like ev-
eryone else? Why not channel that legacy into 
not just a good name, but a great name? Given 
equal promotional effort, which name truly has 
the greater long-term value?

Great brand names are measured not just in the 
name but in our very personal reactions to a set 
of carefully combined elements. A brand should 
not just be selected because it is simple to re-
member in the short run, as the future price of 

simplicity may be the perma-
nent loss of other much more 
important long-term values, val-
ues that in time will create the 
identity of the neighborhood as 
well as “self-identity” of the fu-
ture residents, shopkeepers and 
workers that inhabit it. Creation 
of that strong “self-identity” is 
felt in each of us, but we know 
it as community pride.

 So now the debate is in your hands. As an ex-
ercise, write the names “Warehouse District”” 
and “Millworking District” side by side and 
ask yourself the questions below about each, 
giving them a ranking of 1 to 10, 1 being low. 
When you are done, add the scores up to 100 
percent, then email us your answers at info@
dubuque365.com.

Does the name evoke history? Does it evoke the 
personality of the community? Does it evoke 
expanded associations that will drive creative 
spin-off names to call its shops, restaurants and 
housing? Does it call out to the residents and de-
velopers to hold a higher standard of design and 
creativity? Does it tell a unique and memorable 
story and evoke memorable images? Does it 
create conversation? Does it sound good? Does 
it look good? (Brad left a couple out.) Does it 
serve or confuse marketing efforts outside the 
area (10 for serves - 1 for confuses)? Does it flow 
with how people already know the area?

Brad finishes with this... Is it a name Wayne Nor-
man Sr. would be proud of? Okay, that’s 110%.

http://www.peppersprout.com
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere in this 
issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find the master 
of movies buried within these pages? Hint: He’s 
tiny and could be anywhere ! Good Luck! Win-
ners get a free warm fuzzy felling in your belly!

     Roy Buol        Gary Olsen     Robert Gelms     Ron Tigges     Angela Koppes    Joey Wallis
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LOSE WEIGHT BY HAULING CASES OF BEER

4

You know, we enjoy a really quite odd cycle 
of weather-related articles here at 365ink. 
We ran a cover story about skiing a few 
weeks back, and we were then greeted with 
a veritable heat wave (by December stan-
dards, anyway; it should never be 50 degrees 
a week before Christmas). We then ran a 
cover story about the upcoming IceFest, and 
we even had a page header with the joke 
of wondering which would come first: Snow 
or baseball season’s opening day. Seemingly 
the next day, we got five inches of snow, just 
in time for IceFest to be all ... icey. Well, 
we’re taking an awfully big chance with this 
issue ... either we’re going to have a blizzard 
that buries us in another Ice Age or every-
thing’s gonna melt and we’ll be wearing Ha-
waiian shirts and shorts by Groundhog Day. 
We’re talking about something pretty much 
totally different from winter ... we’re talking 
about summer activities in the winter, fitness 
activities that have nothing to do with being 
cold ... but being healthy! (Pretty novel con-
cept, huh?) Yeah, believe it or not, there’s a 
lot more to do during the winter months, in 
terms of physical activity, than just skiing 
and snowboarding and sledding and drink-
ing grog. (Though all of those are fun.)

You may have heard, at some point along the 
way, about the Lighten Up Iowa program. (Par-
ticularly if you’ve been inside a Hy-Vee store 
at any point during the last several weeks.) 
It traces its roots way back to November of 
2000, at a strategic planning meeting of the 
Iowa Sports Foundation and former governor 
Robert Ray, when Ray declared that the foun-
dation and the state of Iowa itself needed to 
begin addressing the second-leading cause 
of preventable death in the United States: 
Obesity. (The first-leading cause is not having 
enough bacon in the diet.) Lighten Up Iowa 

officially began in 2002, with 1,400 partici-
pants in a six-month program who wound up 
losing a grand total of 6,000 pounds. That’s, 
like, 28 times my body weight. (Which I 
should probably try to start shedding ... per-
haps this editor should pay more attention to 
his own articles?) In 2006, more than 33,000 
people across the state of Iowa participated. 
In the five years since Lighten Up Iowa was 
conceived and initiated, more than 74,000 
people in total have dropped over 153 tons 
of weight.

So how does LUI work? You put 
together a team of yourself and 
your friends (maximum of 10), 
you register at www.lightenu-
piowa.org and pay a registration 
fee of $12 per person that cov-
ers free fitness classes, national 
speakers, monthly programs and 
both local and statewide prizes, 
and you work together towards a 
common goal of making the next 
three months (it runs through 
May 10) the healthiest they can 
be. Team weight loss is based on 
the total percentage loss by the team, from 
month to month, and teams track their own 
activity minutes (meaning taking the stairs, 
gardening, shoveling, jogging, what have 
you) every month, as well.

There are a lot of factors that go into losing 
weight, but there are two primary (and ob-
vious) elements. The first is diet, and that’s 
self-explanatory ... avoiding things like deep-
fried concoctions (McDonald’s for the win, 
arteries for the block), calorie-laden dessert 
foods, heavy pasta dishes (it’s depressing, but 
a plate of fettucine alfredo can easily carry 
1,500 calories on its own). For more infor-

mation about healthy eating styles 
(get ready for veggies, man), stop by 
the nutrition center of your closest 
Hy-Vee, and someone there will be 
happy to help you out and get you on 
your way. But there’s also that inevi-
table second component to any sort 
of fitness program ... and it’s the one 
I guarantee that we all hate the most: 
Exercise. But we don’t need to restrict 
ourselves to running up the West 
Third Street hill and nearly dying in 
the process ... there are several other 
(and likely more enjoyable) methods 
of procuring exercise. Just because it’s 
winter, that doesn’t mean you can’t be 
healthy (or approaching it, anyway)!

Take, for example, Courtside Sports 
Bar & Grill in our West End. Now, 
you might have been out there at 
some point for a concert or two, or to 
enjoy a half-pound burger (a health 
no-no) while catching a ballgame 
on one of the countless (almost 30) 
television screens scattered through-
out the 26,000-square-foot complex. 
But did you realize, grasshopper, that 

Courtside also boasts 3 full-size basketball 
courts? And that it also has men’s, women’s 
and co-ed volleyball play at all skill levels?

“Our winter leagues, which we’ve been run-
ning since we opened in August of 2005, 
have been just ridiculously popular,” says 
Luke David, Courtside’s activities director. 
“This year, we had a maximum capacity of 
120 teams, and we wound up with 117.” 
Are you in one of them?

Courtside also features gym rental for only 
$20 an hour ... and this is just-about-any-
thing-goes gym rental. “People don’t always 
realize that they can rent a gym for more than 
just basketball or volleyball,” says David, 
noting that a gym can be perfect just for cli-
mate-controlled running. And if you’re really 
itching to get into the summer groove, you 
can rent a batting cage and pitching machine 
for only $15, and you can do your best to get 
down like Pedro Serrano. (Do you need help 
with hitting a curveball?) For more informa-
tion on anything to do with Courtside’s activ-
ities, contact Luke David at 563-580-7440, 
or e-mail him at lucas@courtsidedbq.com.

OK, so you’re into getting a little bit more ex-
ercise, but you’re really not feeling the urge 
to play team sports. That’s fair enough (you 
loner). Have you explored the new Westside 
Fitness Salon & Spa on Pennsylvania Avenue 
(just west of the Northwest Arterial)? The 
center recently celebrated its grand opening, 
and it prides itself on providing “fun fitness 
for everybody.” The 24-hour center features 
a private women’s workout room, personal 
fitness training (so you can have someone to 
remind you that, yes, you’ve got to exercise 
for more than six minutes at a time), free-
weight lifting, cardio equipment (StairMas-
ters are the devil’s tool!), and free daycare 
for anyone who might be trying to get a little 
exercise in while also trying to take care of a 
little McChitlin’. Check out their Web site at 
www.westsidefitnessdbq.com.

And Phoenix Fitness, in downtown 
Dubuque, offers a wide range of services, 
with a cardio room, stacked weights, free 
weights, an aerobics room ... in other 

Phoenix Fitness in downtown Dubuque

continued on page 20
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Hey, look outside ... there’s snow on 
the ground! And do you know what 
snow means? It means ice! And since a 
three-week festival like IceFest needs to 
be closed out in style (otherwise, it just 
wouldn’t be Dubuque!), the final week-
end, January 27-28, will be packed with 
fun. Now that we’ve had some sustained 
winter-like weather, and there’s actual 
ice in the Ice Harbor, it’s time to par-
ty. If the ice is thick 
enough (in efforts 
of avoiding a slight 
case of death), the 
IceFest Golf Open, 
a mini-golf tourna-
ment, will be held on 
the Ice Harbor. (Yes, 
that’s right. Mini golf 
on the ice.) On Sun-
day, the Dubuque 
Fire Department will 
once again be show-
casing demonstrations of open-water 
rescue operations, and a new event will 
also take place: A live dog sled dem-
onstration. It’ll be done by Cedar Rap-
ids native Merv Helpipre, who’s been 
dog-sledding for over thirty years. He’s 
completed oodles of races, and he’ll be 
at the museum on both Saturday and 
Sunday.

Also ... and this one is for the grown-
ups who are reading ... how about a 
few adult beverages? On Saturday, Jan-
uary 27, a beer tasting will be held at 
the Depot from 4 - 7 p.m. Sponsored 
by Isabella’s, the beer tasting will be 
a fund raiser for the Ryan House at 
1375 Locust, an historic property of the 
Dubuque County Historical Society. 
A wide variety of brews from a bunch 

of different distributors are 
planned, with offerings from 
Millstream, Glazers, Dimitri, 
Matthews and Kirchhoff Dis-
tributing Company. (If Kirch-
hoff has Tiger Lager there, try 
it. It’s pretty darned good, and 
I don’t even like most lagers.) 
Live music will also be fea-
tured during the tasting, pro-
vided by the talented Denny 
Garcia. Admission is $9.95 
for adults, $8.95 for seniors, 

$7.50 for youths (7 - 17) and $4 for kids 
ages 3 - 6, and admission covers not 
only IceFest but an all-day admission to 
the entire River Museum & Aquarium.

For more information, you can check 
out the River Museum’s Web site at 
www.rivermuseum.com, or you can 
call 563-557-9545.

5
ICEFEST: ICIER THAN THE LEADING BRAND

In its upcoming continuation of the on-
going Mackin-Mailander Lecture Series, 
now in its ninth year, Clarke College will 
host physical therapy department chair 
Andrew Priest, PT, Ed.D., on Tuesday, 
February 13. Priest will present a lecture 
titled “The Relationship Between Hu-
man Health and the Environment.” 
 
In the lecture, Priest will 
address environmental 
influences on individual, 
national, and worldwide 
health.  He will examine 
positive and negative nat-
ural environmental fac-
tors on health as well as 
how human utilization of 
environmental resources 
can be both a benefit and 
detriment to human health.  He will also 
explore potential solutions to today’s en-
vironmental health problems. 
 
Priest has served as chair and associate 
professor of physical therapy at Clarke 
College at for the past four years. Prior 

to coming to Clarke, he was a faculty 
member and physical therapy program 
director for the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center. He has been a 
physical therapist for 18 years and has 
worked in higher education for 12 years, 
teaching courses in pathophysiology, 
pharmacology, and primary care.

 
He has worked in a variety of 
physical therapy settings, in-
cluding serving for five years 
as a physical therapist in the 
United States Army. He also 
holds an undergraduate de-
gree in physical education 
from Brigham Young Universi-
ty, a master of physical therapy 
degree from Baylor University 
and a doctoral degree in higher 

education from Texas Tech University. 
 
The lecture will begin at 7:30 p.m., and 
it’ll be held in the Jansen Music Hall on 
the Clarke campus. For more informa-
tion, contact the Clarke College Public 
Relations Office at 563-588-6318.

CLARKE COLLEGE
Mackin-Mailander Lecture Series
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                  Answers on page 31

1. What was the name of the first and 
only automobile built in Dubuque?
A. Lead Bessie 
B. Adams Farwell 
C. Tucker 
D. Cooper Scout

2. What was most the interesting con-
struction detail about the construc-
tion of the Roshek Building, now the 
Dubuque Building?
A. It was built out or recycled brick. 
B. It originally had no elevators.
C.It was fully built in one half, then 
the other half.
D. It has 4 time capsules

3. What other street in downtown 
Dubuque had an elevator like the Fe-
nelon Place Elevator?
A. 11th Street
B. 2nd Steet
C. Loras Blvd.
D. 3rd Street 

4. How many points for a successful 
“loaner” in Euchre?
A. 0      B. 1
C. 2      D. 4

5. Which one of these beers was NOT 
brewed at the Star Brewery?
A. Simpatico Amber
B. Big Muddy Red
C. Pickett’s
D. Mississippi Stout.

6. Cascade’s Hall of Fame baseballer 
Red Faber played for which big league 
team?
A. New York Yankees
B. Chicago Cubs
C. Detroit Tigers
D. Chicago White Sox

7. What former U.S. Senator and Tele-
graph Herald Editor was killed in a car 
crash and had a local park named for 
him?
A. Allison       
B. Henderson
C. Murphy     
D. Madison

8. What is the most valuable trophy in 
the Dubuque Senior High School tro-
phy case?
A. National High School Championship
B. Heisman Trophy
C. Pulitzer Prize
D. Olympic Silver Medal

9. What was the Depression-era price 
paid for Grant Wood’s “The Appraisal” 
by the Carnegie Stout Library?
A. $100 
B. $350 
C. $1000 
D. $5000

10. Which of these was never a name 
for the Five Flags Theater. (It’s sort of a 
trick question.)
A. Orpheum
B. Majestic
C. Athaeneum.
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YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY TOW MATER

The Bell Tower Theater, Dubuque’s only 
dinner theater, is staging another great  
comedy, Getting Mama Married, writ-
ten by Stephen Levi and directed by Sue 
Riedel.
 
The comedy revolves around Julie Gar-
ret, a daughter who’s just plain-out fed 
up with her Mama and Mama’s perpet-
ual single-ocity. She wants Mama to get 
out, have a life, have fun, get into trouble 
... she wants Mama to get hitched. But 
Mama has other plans. She plays bridge, 
she takes care of her houseplants, she 
reads mystery novels. She’s pretty hap-
py. She doesn’t need a man. But despite 
this content lifestyle, Julie decides to 
take matters into her own hands, setting 
Mama up with various potential suitors, 
including the Greek mailman. Hilarity, 

predictably, ensues.
 
Getting Mama Married will star Terri 
Jackman as Mama, Kay Kluseman as Ju-
lie and Scott Schneider, Vince Williams, 
and Phil Jackman as Mama’s suitors. 

Performances will run from February 8 - 
February 24, with Thursday performanc-
es at 7:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 
shows at 8 p.m., and Sunday matinees 
at 3 p.m. There will also be a special 
Valentine’s Day showing of the play on 
Wednesday, February 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets for all performances are $17, 
with dinner / theater packages (with the 
lovely cuisine of Ice Harbor Catering) 
running $37. For more information or to 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377, or 
visit.www.belltowertheater.net.

Bell Tower Auditions!
The Bell Tower Theater has announced 
open auditions for its upcoming comedy, 
A Bad Year for Tomatoes, to take place on 
Monday & Tuesday, February 12 and 13, 
at 7 p.m. The comedy, written by John Pat-
rick and directed by Sue Riedel, requires 
four female actors (one middle-aged Hol-
lywood actress and three nosy neighbors) 
and three male actors (the actress’ agent, 
a handyman and a sheriff). 

The plot revolves around a television star, 
Myra Marlowe, who’s grown tired and 
weary of the hectic, fast-paced insanity 
that is Hollywood. Myra decides that she’s 

done, and she’s going to retire to a small 
New England town of Beaver Haven. Re-
fusing a plethora of job offers ...  Myra 
wasn’t counting on a bunch of neighbors, 
curious to know why this actress has come 
to their little town. But Myra’s no fool; af-
ter all, she’s an actress! So she invents a 
crazed, homicidal lunatic sister dwelling 
in the attic of her home, hoping that this 
will scare off the neighbors. Will it work? 

Rehearsals will begin on February 26, 
2007, and the show will run on Thurs-
days, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from April 12 until May 5. For more infor-
mation, contact the Bell Tower Theater at 
563-588-3377, or contact Miki Robinson 
at mrobinson@belltowertheater.net.

Make a Wish Gala
A young life is one of the most precious 
things we have in this world ... and all 
too often, young lives are faced with 
a life-threatening change ... a disease, 
a condition, some sort of malady that 
threatens to extinguish the candle of a life 
that has barely just begun. And the pain 
and fear isn’t confined to a child alone, 
of course — the stress and grief this can 
cause a family is, for many, inconceiv-
able. For many, many years, the Make-A-
Wish Foundation has been putting forth 
unimaginable amounts of effort to reach 
out to children facing such dangers and 
to grant a wish that leaves an everlasting 
impression in the hearts and in the minds 
of these children and their families. Here’s 
your chance to help.

The Fourth Annual Make-A-Wish Valen-
tine Gala will be held at the Grand River 
Center on Saturday, February 10, from 
5 until 11 p.m. Over the past year, the 
Dubuque chapter of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation granted wishes to 18 chil-
dren and, in doing so, helped give them 
a little light in their lives. Currently, the 
foundation is looking at eight pending 
wishes and, as the year is young, more 
are anticipated. Help from the commu-
nity is paramount to helping the foun-
dation complete its mission, and that’s 
what this gala is all about. Complimen-
tary cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will 
begin at 5 p.m., followed by a dinner 
and a live auction. For ticket informa-
tion or if you’re interested in sponsoring 
the event, contact Jamie Dillman at 563-
557-9473.
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WHO WANTS A NICE BETTY JANE GREMLIN? WHO WANTS ABOUT 300?

Fly-By-Night Productions presents:
“Humble Boy” (Bijou Room)
Jan. 26 & 27, 8 p.m., $12  •  Jan. 28, 2 p.m., $10

Wendy’s Men’s Basketball Tournament
February 10, Five Flags Arena, $6.00

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Classics III “Viennese Dreams” 
Feb. 10, 8 p.m., Feb. 11, 2 p.m. 

The Riverview Center presents Eve Ensler’s 
“The Vagina Monologues” 
February 16 & 17, 8 p.m.

The joy of ... beekeeping?
There’s a family, the Humbles ... a hive, 
if you will. The scion of the family, astro-
physicist Felix Humble, returns home in 
the wake of the death of his father. But 
it’s not the most fun or relaxing of home-
comings, as he and his mother Flora be-
gin attempting to put together the broken 
pieces of their relationship. And while 
attempting to pick up the pieces and 
reconcile with his mother, Felix is also 
trying to devise a unified field theory. 
So his life isn’t exactly the easiest.

Humble Boy marks the beginning of the 
24th season of Fly-By-Night Produc-
tions. Performances will be on Fridays 
and Saturdays (Jan. 19/20, 26/27) at 8 
p.m. in the Bijou Room at Five Flags, 
with Sunday matinees on Jan. 21 and 
28 at 2 p.m. Tickets are on sale now 
at the Five Flags Box Office, by call-
ing 563-557-8497, or online at Tick-
etMaster.com. Humble Boy is not rec-
ommended for children.

Well, if you can’t say it out loud, River-
view Center will, as it gets set to stage a 
two-night benefit production of Eve En-
sler’s The Vagina Monologues at the Five 
Flags Theatre on February 16 and 17 as 
part of V-Day 2007.

V-Day is a worldwide campaign aimed 
at mobilizing communities’ awareness of  
violence against women and girls, and 

one of its primary events is a production 
of The Vagina Monologues between Val-
entine’s Day and March 8, International 
Women’s Day. In 2006, there were more 
than 2700 V-Day events in 1150 com-
munities and colleges around the world, 
and the campaign has thus far raised 
more than $40 million in benefits in ad-
dition to educating millions about the 

pressing issues of violence against 
women. It’s funded more than 5,000 
community-based anti-violence 
programs, re-opened shelters for 
battered women and funded safe 
houses in Kenya, South Dakota, 
Egypt and Iraq. In other words ... 
they’re doing some good stuff.

The theme of V-Day’s 2007 cam-
paign is “Reclaiming Peace,” join-
ing the worldwide anti-violence 
work being done by V-Day activ-
ists across the world with hopes 
for global peace and an end to 
war. Productions are being staged 
from “Ethiopia to China, Indiana 
to India, Croatia to Finland,” ac-
cording to the organization. 

Tickets for the two-night engage-
ment of The Vagina Monologues 
are $40, $30 and $25, and you 
can pick them up at the Five 
Flags box office, at www.ticket-
master.com or by calling 563-
589-4258.
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A Sweetheart of a Show
Joe & Maureen Bardusk
Stonehouse Pottery & Gallery, Galena
Opening Reception, Friday, Feb. 9

Ah, sweethearts ... Husband and wife 
artists Joe and Maureen Bardusk will 
exhibit their work at Galena’s Stone-
house Pottery and Gallery, proving 
that the family that paints together, uh 
... exhibits together?  The show opens 
February 9 with a wine reception from 
6 to 9 p.m.  Music will be provided by 
Jim Mantey and Tracey Roberts.  

The show will consist of Maureen’s unique 
multi-media work and Joe’s watercolor 
paintings.  A full-time artist for 15 years, 
Maureen has exhibited her work across 
the United States as well as Canada and 
Europe.  With Joe’s work in architectur-
al building design, the Bardusks have a 
shared interest in architecture, design, 
and art resulting in several collaborative 
paintings incorporating Maureen’s ab-
stract landscapes with Joe’s paintings of 
natural and architectural elements.  

With his extensive experience in architec-
ture, Joe has designed a variety of build-
ings, from modernist hotels and high-
rise buildings to churches, schools and 
temples. Having an interest in historic 

architecture, he has been creating paint-
ings of Galena buildings since 1966.  His 
watercolors incorporate his attention to 
detail and skill at precise depiction.  Joe’s 
work at the Stonehouse show will focus 
on paintings of Galena area buildings.  

Using a combination of thread and 
paint on paper, Maureen merges textile 
techniques with painted areas creating 
unique abstract landscapes.  Her works 
are inspired by the “Driftless Area” of 
Northwest Illinois, an area untouched 
by ancient glaciers, and by time spent in 
residencies in Newfoundland, Canada 
which offered a contrasting view of rocky 
shoreline.  In addition to a 2006 exhibit 
at the Dubuque Museum of Art Maureen 
has shown work at Green Lantern Studios 
in Mineral Point, Wisconsin; Fisher’s Loft, 
Newfoundland, Canada; Vale Craft Gal-
lery, SOFA/Navy Pier, and the Chicago 
Cultural Center, Chicago, Illinois. 

This first ever collaborative exhibition 
between the couple will be on display 
at Stonehouse Pottery and Gallery from 
February 9 through April 15.  Stonehouse 
Pottery and Gallery (418 Spring Street, or 
Highway 20 as we of the west side of the 
river like to call it) is open Friday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., or by ap-
pointment by calling 815-777-0354.
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IT’S NOT JUST MY LIBRARY, IT’S YOUR LIBRARY TOO

The Carnegie-Stout Public Library con-
tinues a year-long celebration of the arts 
with a series of monthly exhibitions as 
part of “A year of Art@your library.”  Fea-
tured artists for the month of February 
will be painter Stormy Mochal and sculp-
tor Gene Tully.  An opening reception for 
the exhibit will be held in the Library’s 
historic Rotunda on Friday, February 2, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  An opportunity 
to meet the artists, the opening reception 
is free and open to the public.  

Co-owner of Dubuque’s Outside the 
Lines Art Gallery, Stormy Mochal is 
known for her playful paintings of birds, 
people, flowers and farmhouses.  Her 
use of bright colors and simple, straight-
forward lines embody the whimsy and 
and innocence of children’s art.  In addi-
tion to her painting and gallery business, 
Mochal teaches art at her 
home studio, encouraging 
a whole new generation of 
artists. 

A self-taught artist, Gene 
Tully creates sculptures pri-
marily from steel and rock.  
Using a plasma torch he 
cuts and forms pipe and flat 
steel into forms inspired by 
nature and the human form.  

An arts activist, Tully acted as coordinator 
of the Dubuque Museum of Art’s Voices 
From the Warehouse District art exhibi-
tions in 2005 and 2006 and was the re-
cipient of the Dubuque County Fine Arts 
Society’s 2005 Elisha Darlin Arts Award.  

Art @your library  is a program of the 
Carnegie-Stout Public Library in partner-
ship with twenty local artists.  Monthly 
exhibits through 2007 will feature a vari-
ety of artwork, ranging from watercolors, 
sculpture and oil paintings, to quilting and 
pottery.  In addition to Mochal and Tully, 
exhibiting artists include  Aaron Butcher, 
John Bissell, Gail Chavenelle, Odra Erber-
hardt, Tom Gibbs, Donna Gibson, Sha-
ron Krapfl, Ada Kauffman, Dave Ketter-
ing, Teri Mozena, Ioana Mamali, Cynthia 
Nelms-Byrne, Tim Olson, Abigail Robert-
son, Elizabeth Robertson, Rich Robertson, 

John Tully, and Rosanne Wil-
genbush.  

The Library’s gallery area on 
the second floor will serve as 
the exhibition space.  Guests 
are encouraged to enter the 
library through the library’s 
historic front doors.  For 
more information, call the 
Carnegie-Stout Public Li-
brary at 589-4225, option 7. 

ART 
@ YOUR 
LIBRARY
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WILL THERE BE MUD AT BIG MUDDY?

Big Muddy - not only the name of a tal-
ented local jam band, a group of tri-state 
ghost hunters and one of the nicknames 
for the Mississippi River, “Big Muddy” is 
also the name of a new exhibit of ce-
ramic artwork at Clarke College.  Using 
both the river’s handle and geography, 
the show features work from artists re-
siding in states that border the great Mis-
sissippi.  The exhibit opens Thursday, 
February 8, in Clarke’s Quigley Gallery, 
with an opening reception scheduled for 
Sunday, February 11, from 1 to 3 p.m.  
Both the exhibit and the opening recep-
tion are free and open to the public.  

Following closely on the heels of the 
Dubuque Museum of Art’s excellent in-
vitational ceramic exhibit, Legacy & In-
novation in Contemporary Clay, the Big 
Muddy show promises another great 
collection of contemporary ceramic art 
from a wide variety of artists.  Featuring 
42 pieces, the show represents the work 
of 38 different artists from 8 of the 10 
states bordering the Mississippi River.  
In addition to the expected entries from 
Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin, the show 
will feature work by artists from Louisi-
ana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee.  

Like the Museum of Art show, the Clarke 
exhibit will feature a wide range of ce-
ramic styles.  The show was juried by 
associate professor of art at Illinois State 
University and noted ceramic artist Paul 
Sacaridiz, whose own work is part of the 
current museum exhibition as well as 
being part of last fall’s Voices From the 
Warehouse District show.  Sacaridiz jur-
ied the exhibit with focus on selecting “a 
diverse range of work with an emphasis 
on both sculptural and functional ceram-
ics.”  “The work shows great breadth in 
the ceramic art form in this region,” said 
Sacaridiz. “Works chosen include tradi-
tional functional ware by established ce-
ramicists, as well as one-of-a-kind avant 
garde works by emerging artists.”  

Among those exhibiting work are four 
Tri-state area residents: Scott Lammer, of 
Dubuque; Paul Eshelman and Adrienne 
Seagraves, both of Elizabeth, Illinois; 
and Delores Fortuna, of Galena.  
 
For those wanting to learn a bit more 
about the ceramic arts, Clarke will host 
an all day ceramic workshop in the 
Clarke Atrium in coordination with the 
exhibit.  Hosted by artist Ron Meyers, 
the workshop is scheduled for Monday, 
February 12, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Mey-
ers, whose work is also featured in the 
Museum of Art show, has a long history 
as an instructor of ceramic arts, with 
over 25 years in teaching, first with the 
University of South Carolina and later 
with the University of Georgia in Ath-

ens where he retired in 1992 as pro-
fessor emeritus.  

While the workshop is 
free, reservations are 
requested by calling 

the Quigley Gallery at 
(563) 588-6356.  A lunch is available 
for registered participants for $5.  Both 
the exhibit and ceramics workshop are 
funded in part by a City of Dubuque Arts 
and Culture Special Projects Grant.
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NOW, HONESTLY, WHO THROWS A SHOE? I MEAN, REALLY

Friday & Saturday, Jan. 26 & 27, 9 PM

Troy Davis
Arthur House Restaurant 
9315 Hwy 80 N Platteville, WI
Troy Davis bases his comedy on his 
own life experiences, which is good, 
because this way he knows no one 

is stealing his act! As a middle-aged 
man, former bricklayer, and father 
of three, Troy has a lot of material to 
work with, and it’s relatable to every-
one in the audience. With his instantly 
likeable stage presence, original and 

clean comedy, you’ve got yourself a show that’s hard not 
to enjoy. Troy headlines clubs around the country and 
has appeared on the Bob & Tom show.

Wednesday, January 31, 9 PM

Dave Mordal
Live on Main Comedy @ Bricktown
Dave’s popularity after his success-
ful run on two seasons of Last Comic 
Standing has made him the most re-
quested Minnesota comedian today. 
His frequent visits with his friends on 
Bob and Tom have listeners across 
the country laughing all morning.

Wednesday, January 31, 8 PM
Chas Elstner & Kjell Bjorgen
3100 Club at the Midway Hotel
Live comedians as seen on HBO, Com-
edy Central and Bob and Tom. Chas 
Elstner’s an energetic, likable, thought 
provoking comedian that has an honest 
approach to his “on the edge” material 
which ranges from political humor to 
the observations of the absolutely ab-
surd happenings in life. Minneapolis-
based funnyman Kjell Bjorgen toured 
with Louis Black in 2005.

Friday, Feb. 2nd & Saturday Feb. 3rd

Michael Winslow
Rooster’s/Platteville - Friday, Feb 2
Bricktown/Dubuque - Saturday, Feb 3
Eagle 102 welcomes actor and comedian 
Michael Winslow, known for his wacky 
role  in the Police Academy film series, 
The Gong Show, Cheech And Chong’s 
Next Movie, Nice Dreams,  Spaceballs 
and Gremlins. Michael, a master of vo-
cal gymnastics, can imitate over 1,000 
sound effects using his voice alone. The 
show will include big screen video and 
effects. $20 Tix at Bricktown, Moondog 
Music and ETIX.com, (19+ show.) 7 PM 
& 9:30 PM shows at each location.

Friday & Saturday, Feb. 2 & 3, 9:00 PM

Tony Boswell
Arthur House Restaurant 
9315 Hwy 80 N Platteville, WI 
A stand-up comic since 1986, with 
more than 3,000 performances to 
his credit, Tony has performed in 35 

U.S. states and Canada. He’s appeared 
on Comedy Central, Comedy on the 
Road, Night Shift, National Public Ra-
dio, and in National Lampoon’s Meet 
the Parents and The Babe.

Wednesday, February 7, 9 PM

Steve Iott
Live on Main Comedy @ Bricktown
Steve Iott is an embattled veteran com-
ic who has seen it all, and has plenty 
to say about it. Known as a master of 
improvisation, Steve takes the audi-
ence along as he spins his bizarre tales 
of ridiculous life experiences. No topic 
is safe, and no two shows are ever the 
same. 

Wednesday, February 7, 8 PM
Robert York & Johnny Watson
3100 Club at the Midway Hotel 
Free admission on your birthday week! 
As a variety comic Rob incorporates 
stand-up comedy with juggling, hat 
tricks, dirty limericks, bad poetry, 
and an 11-foot bullwhip into one hi-
larious show. Johnny Watson’s natural  
energy and charming innocence create 
a hilarious clean show.

Friday & Saturday, Feb. 9 & 10, 9 PM

Richie Holiday
Arthur House Restaurant 
9315 Hwy 80 N Platteville, WI
Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville
Richie delights audiences, young and 
old alike, with his physical humor that 

shows you don’t have to grow up as you grow older!

Friday, Feb. 16, 8 PM
Drew Hastings 
& Friends

Grand Opera House
He’s one of the biggest names from the 
Bob and Tom Show and he’s com-
ing to town for a big show at the 
Grand Opera House on Friday 
Feb. 16 with special musical guest 
Henry Phillips and Chris Slickton. 
Tickets available at the Grand Op-
era House.
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by Mike Ironside

Once upon a time, back in the swinging 
‘70s when everyone wore flared trousers 
and feathered hair (even the guys), there 
was a hot new food - fondue.  It was hot, 
meaning it was so popular that every 
house had to have a fondue pot, but it 
was also a great way to blister the roof 
of your mouth with molten cheese if you 
weren’t careful.  But that’s easy enough 
to ignore when you’re doin’ the hustle in 
your leisure suit and platform shoes and 
engaging in casual sex with someone 
you just met.   Ah ... fondue.  

Well, everything old is new again, and 
guess what? Fondue is back. Actually, it 
never really went away.  Those ‘70s fon-
due pots in gorgeous shades like harvest 
gold were popping up at garage sales 
well into the ‘80s, and while the more 
traditional Swiss and French fondue reci-
pes might have fallen out of fashion, a 
spicy Mexican version served with torti-
lla chips became quite popular in sports 
bars throughout the ‘90s.  

Nevertheless, fondue is indeed back with 
a molten cheesy vengeance. New and im-
proved fondue pots are available in kitch-
en gadget stores. There are recipes and tips 
for hosting a fondue party in magazines 
and online. And I have been to parties 
where fondue was served - once cheese, 
and once chocolate - both delicious!  

At this point, you might be as curious as we 
at 365 were about this trend. Well, we’re 
no stranger to nachos or a crockpot full 
of li’l smokies in barbecue sauce (techni-
cally not fondue) but we’ve never actually 
hosted a fondue party. So we did a bit of 
research to learn a bit more about fondue 
history and how to do it right. Or maybe 
more importantly, how not to do it wrong.  

Fondue History:

The term “fondue” comes from the French 
word “fondre,” which means “to roll over 
when the Germans ask for your country” 

... just kidding, it actually means “to melt,” 
which makes enough sense.  It was appar-
ently invented by the Swiss as a way to 
have a meal in the wintertime when there 
was nothing around but wine, old cheese, 
dry bread and stacks of money belonging 
to tax evaders. It was made in an earth-
enware pot known as a “caquelon” over 
a small burner called a “rechaud.” Wine 
and cheese and sometimes seasonings 
were melted and blended together so that 
pieces of bread or other foods could be 
dipped into the sauce. This might be why 
the Swiss have always been “neutral” in 
international disputes - you can’t be tak-
ing sides when everyone’s dipping from 
the same pot of cheese.  Plus, they have 
everyone’s money.  

A typical fondue blends a hard cheese 
like Gruyere with one or more semi-hard 
varieties like Emmental, Vacherin or Ra-
clette. Done right, the mixture should stay 
smooth and liquid without burning, leav-
ing a thin crust on the bottom of the pot 
which the French call “la religieuse” or 
“the nun.” (Make your own jokes there, 
we’re not gonna touch that one.) Done 
wrong, it can separate into oily lumps of 
cheese curds as dangerous as napalm.  
NFL fans might recall the 2002 incident 
when Jacksonville Jaguars players Jaret 
Holmes (a former Chicago Bear -- ed.) 
and Chris Hanson suffered second-degree 
burns in a fondue-related accident. It’s 
true and it could happen to you!  Read on 
and avoid disfiguring burns or a breach 
in fondue etiquette that could put a black 
mark on your society reputation for life.  

A Few Fon-dos 
& Fon-don’ts:

Fon-dos
Do plan ahead to be sure you have enough 
food for your planned number of guests.  A 
normal person can eat about 4 to 6 ounces 
of cheese and up to half of a loaf of French 

bread, plus whatever else you plan to dip.  
That’s a “normal” person - for your friends 
you might want to get more.  

Do melt the cheese on the stovetop be-
fore serving.  You can’t expect that tea 
candle to melt a pound of Gruyere.  

Do use a tablecloth.  If you think you 
won’t drip, you’re wrong.  You probably 
shouldn’t wear that silk blouse either.  

Do stir the fondue regularly so it does not 
scorch or separate.      

Do keep a fire extinguisher in the house.  
It’s a good idea even if you’re not trying to 
warm food on the coffee table with an alco-
hol burner.  Come to think of it, you should 
probably update the first-aid kit too.  

Do drink wine or beer with fondue. Some 
say drinking cold water will cause the 
cheese to congeal into a hard ball in your 
stomach, and that sounds pretty disgusting. 
Plus, you can’t get drunk drinking water.  

Fon-don’ts
Don’t invite to many people to the party. 
Imagine a throng of hungry drunks with 
long forks throwing elbows to get closer to 

a molten pot of cheese - it could get ugly.   
Don’t let the fondue boil. See the point 
above about a fire extinguisher and first-
aid kit.  

Don’t touch your lips or tongue to the 
fondue fork. Instead, try to remove the 
food with your teeth or use a dinner fork 
to remove it. Also don’t use the fondue 
fork to scratch yourself or other guests. 
Use somebody else’s dinner fork.  

Don’t double-dip. Unless no one is  
looking.    

Don’t dip food into the pot with your fin-
gers. You are so gonna get burnt.   

Fondue Fun:
Fondue is a communal food and so has a 
few traditions that make it fun for social 
gatherings. It’s said that if a man drops a 
piece of food into the pot he has to get the 
next bottle of wine or round of drinks. If a 
woman drops a piece of food into the pot 
she has to kiss the person next her, or ac-
cording to another version of the tradition, 
she has to kiss all the men at the table.  
Wow, the ‘70s really are coming back!
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HOW FOND ARE YOU OF FONDUE
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LAST TIME I WENT TO DELHI MEDICAL CENTER IT WAS FOR A THING ON MY BACK

Tuesdays
‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
Pub Quiz - The Busted Lift, 8 p.m. First 3 Tuesdays of the month.
Loose Gravel Duo -  Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon - Jumpers, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Borderline, One Flight Up, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJ’s, Rooster’s, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Wednesdays
Open Mic -  Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 p.m. - 1a.m.
Live on Main Comedy - 2 great standups, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
3100 Club Comedy - Midway Hotel, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Cigar Club, Bartinis, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
The Wundo Band - Pizzeria Uno Annex, Platteville, WI,  9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Borderline, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C Sharp Karaoke, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Rocco - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJ’s, Rooster’s, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Fridays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Firewood Friday (3rd Friday’s) - Isabella’s Bar at the Ryan House, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Live Music - Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Karaoke w/DJ 007, Riverboat Lounge, 9:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Bluff Street Live Open Mic, Mississippi Mug, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin Hawaiian, George & Dales, (East Dub.) 9p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

Sundays
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Knicker’s Saloon, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout (East Dub.), 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Coffee ... and medicine?

You might think it’s a little odd, really ... 
it certainly wouldn’t be the first place 
you think of when you’re looking for 
an early-afternoon pick-me-up. After 
all, you wouldn’t go to the Julien when 
you’re looking for a new set of tires. 
But, oddly enough ... the coffee shop at 
the Delhi Medical Center, High Bluffs, 
Coffee, isn’t too shabby. Not too shabby 
at all. In fact, it’s downright yummy (or 
at least its products are; not too sure 
about the actual woodwork).

This writer’s first encounter with 
this fine establishment came back in 
November, when we received a phone 
call informing us that the delivery of 
365ink issues at the coffee shop had 
stopped, and could we please resume 
it? That route’s delivery man, or as 
Bryce calls him, dad, was going through 
cancer treatments and we missed one of 
his drops. I quickly volunteered to put 
the shop on my route. Dad’s doing great 
by the way. 

Number one ... the smell (and I mean 
this in a good way!). Sometimes when 
you encounter a coffee shop, the aromas 

of the actual coffee are overpowered 
by other fragrances — candles, other 
decorations, what have you. But after 
making your way through the double 
doors of the medical center and finding 
this small, almost unassuming little 
stand, you’re greeted by a rich, enticing 
scent of coffee. Good start.

Friendly staff, too ... almost dangerously 
so. Warm smiles and friendly voices 
greet you the moment you walk up ... 
which one might expect in a hospital / 
healthcare environment, but it’s always 
nice to actually receive that kind of 
treatment. John, one of the owners, is 
liable to just talk your ear off, and he’s 
more than happy to sound off on any 
number of subjects, from football (go 
Bears!) to restaurants and probably just 
about anything else in-between. And, 
of course, there’s the fabulous coffee 
itself ... not too rich, but by no means 
bland. And the perfect amount of syrup 
goes into my 12oz vanilla cappuccino!  
(I’m not boring, by the way. I just like 
vanilla.) Can’t argue with that at all. 
The shop also features various yummy 
food treat-like things, like muffins, so a 
snack is definitely in the picture. I also 
learned a heartwarming tidbit during 
one of my talks with John: The owners 
of High Bluffs Coffee donate their tips 
to the diabetes research center of Finley 
Hospital. It’s always great to see 

Who cares if this isn’t the stereotypical 
walk-in or drive-up coffee shop? Matt 
Booth always says in his Mattitude that 
you need to step outside of your routine, 
outside of your “comfort zone.” While a 
medical complex might not always be 
our idea of “comfort,” the offerings of 
High Bluffs Coffee will calm your nerves 
right away. It’s a great location, too, since 
it’s right on Delhi (by Finley Hospital): 
You can pop in, grab a quick cup of your 
favorite java-based concoction, and if 
you’re in need of lunch, you can head 
right across the street to Pickle Barrell 
Subs and pick yourself up a Vienna 
Beef hot dog. Victory! Maybe coffee IS 
medicine?
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BRYCE WAS LOCKER NEIGHBORS WITH CASETHEJOINT ... REALLY!

We’re still not quite 
sure what “Casethe-
joint” means ... but we 
can roll with it, anyway. 
And so can the rest of Dubuque, appar-
ently, as the Dubuque-native hip-hop 
artist has developed quite the following 
over recent times. You may have seen 
him at various events at Bartinis, at Read-
ings Under the Influence at the Busted 
Lift, or at myriad other locations through-
out the Tri-States. His birthday is rolling 
on down soon, if you weren’t aware, and 
you’re invited to celebrate it with him.

The birthday bash will take place on Fri-
day, February 9, at Jumpers Sports Bar (out 
in Plaza 20, by K-Mart). The fun begins at 
7 p.m., with live hip-hop beginning at 10 
p.m. Performers on the schedule include 
Trife from Phoenix, Arizona; DJ Dead-
beat from Milwaukee; and the birthday 
boy himself, Casethejoint, featuring his 
right-hand man Josh Lock. Drink specials 
will be offered all night, and DJ Dead-
beat will be spinning the tunes until clos-
ing time. All for a $3 cover!

Case will also have a 
number of other upcom-
ing events, including Third 
Street Live on February 3, 
in Cedar Rapids, and at Lo-
ras College on February 23. 
Check out Case’s MySpace 
site at www.myspace.com/
casethejoint for more infor-
mation on these and all oth-
er upcoming performances.

Touch of Gold
The second annual Dubuque Symphony 
Orchestra gala event welcomes Julie 
Gold on Saturday, January 27, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Grand River Center.

This fund-raising event will include hors 
d’oeuvres, a cash bar, a gourmet din-
ner AND live entertainment. Featured 
entertainment for the evening will be 
Julie Gold, a New York-based song-
writer who’s penned tunes for Patti La-
Belle, Kathy Mattea, James Galway, Lea 

Salonga (she was Miss Saigon!), Cliff 
Richards and more, including the 1991 
Grammy-winning song “From a Dis-
tance,” performed by Bette Midler.

Reservations are required for the DSO 
Gala, and they’re required by Friday, 
January 19. Fees are $100 per per-
son, with a table for ten available for 
only $900. You can make a reserva-
tion by calling up the DSO office at 
563-557-1677. For more information 
on this Red House-sponsored event, 
check out the DSO’s Web site at  
www.dubuquesymphony.org.
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I DIDN’T KNOW THERE WAS A MISSISSIPPI MAFIA

FEBRUARY 16 & 17
The 2nd annual Dubuque Winter Jazz 
& Blues Festival will be taking place 
on Friday & Saturday, February 16 and 
17 and it’s never too early to get into 
the jazz mood. The headline perfor-
mance of this year’s festival will be Do-
reen’s Jazz New Orleans, a traditional 
6-piece jazz band, performing two 
concerts at the Grand Opera House 
on February 17 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Doreen returns for the second straight 
year with her full band to entertain 
Dubuque audiences with authentic, 
traditional jazz from the city where it 
all began: New Orleans, baby. Doreen 
has performed throughout the world 
and appeared on VH1, PBS, BET and 
MTV and conducted programs for Jazz 
at Lincoln Center and the U.S. State 
Department. Tickets are on sale now 
at the Grand’s box office for just $15.

Also a part of the Winter Jazz & Blues 
Festival is Bartinis On Main, where 
BMR4, a modern jazz quartet, will per-
form on February 16. The combo, com-
prising sax, guitar, bass and drums, is a 
regular performer at many of Chicago’s 
best venues, including Andy’s, Pops for 
Champagne, Navy Pier, Isaac Hayes’ 
and the United Center. And since Bar-
tinis isn’t one to just rock a single night, 
that Saturday (Feb. 17), Bartinis will fea-
ture Dubuque’s own Latin-jazz-rock fu-
sion band ochOsol, featuring 365 writer 

Mike Ironside on the bass gee-tar. Ad-
mission for each show is $5.

The Busted Lift, featuring one of the best 
pints of Guinness in the Tri-States, will 
also be showcasing two exceptional 
blues acts. Duwayne Burnside and 
The Mississippi Mafia will entertain 
on Friday, February 16, with hill 
country and soul blues fusion in a 
Southern style. And on Saturday 
night, legendary Iowa Blues Hall of 
Fame musician Joe Price brings his 
“juke joint”-flavored blues to the Lift. 
Admission for both shows is $5.

And over in the Port of Dubuque, the 
Grand Harbor lounge will feature the 
stylings of the David Cooper-Kelly De-
Haven Quartet from Madison, Wiscon-
sin o Friday Feb. 16th at 7 p.m. David 
is widely recognized as one of the most 
versatile trumpet players in the Mid-
west. Kelly DeHaven has been voted 
Madison’s “Best Jazz Vocalist” three 
times. On Saturday, Iowa Jazz Hall of 
Famer Sam Salamone will bring his or-
gan-based jazz trio to the Grand Harbor. 
Both of the Grand Harbor’s concerts will 
carry no cover charge. (Sweet!) 

And finally, Isabella’s, everyone’s favor-
ite basement bar (at the Ryan House, 
1375 Locust), will officially wrap up 
the festival in Mardi Gras style on Tues-
day, February 20, with a “Fat Tuesday” 
night of traditional New Orleans-style 
Dixieland jazz at 9 p.m. Admission 
will be free, and you’re guaranteed to 
encounter some of the finest craft beer 
the Tri-States have to offer.

Complete information on all per-
forming groups can be found on the 
Dubuque Arts Council’s Web site, lo-
cated at www.dbqartscouncil.org. For 
further information, contact the Arts 
Council’s office at 563-556-7748, or 
Paul Hemmer at 563-690-0830.

Lojo Russo, Fri., Feb. 2
Jennifer Danielson, Sat., Feb. 3 
Isabella’s @ The Ryan House

Isabella’s, while it has always featured a 
more feminine vibe than most area bars, 
ups the estrogen quotient with a dou-
ble-bill of female singer/songwriters on 
the weekend of February 2 and 3.  Twin 
Cities transplant Lojo Russo, now mak-
ing the Quad Cities home, starts things 
off on Friday night with Trailer Records 
recording artist Jennifer Danielson fol-
lowing on Saturday night.  

While Lojo Russo has performed around 
the Midwest solo and in a variety of 
bands over the past ten years, local lis-
teners might recognize her from KUNI 
radio’s “Live From Studio One” show or 
her single “My Own Purple Pill” played 

in promotion of the episode. A com-
bination of folk and rock influences in 
songs with straightforward pop arrange-
ments allows Russo’s strong voice and 
alternately introspective and irreverent 
lyrics to take center stage. With seven 
CDs on her own record label, her latest 
being Stoic Abandon, Russo is definitely 
in charge of her recording career.  

After producing her debut CD indepen-
dently, 1999’s Human Nature, Jennifer 
Danielson joined David Zollo’s Trailer 
Records label. Her second album, Fal-
lin’ In, features an all-star band of Trailer 
musicians including Zollo, Greg Brown 
and Bo Ramsey. Pretty good company.  
With an intimate and easy vocal delivery 
on top of jazzy folk-pop arrangements, 
Danielson should appeal to fans of Joni 
Mitchell, Norah Jones or Pieta Brown.  
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EUFORQUESTRA! ... WAIT, WHAT DID YOU JUST CALL ME?

by Mike Ironside

Winter has finally arrived and we all 
got a chance to revel in the beauty of 
that first big snowfall and then shovel 
and scrape our way out from under it.  
Now we can move on.  With the full-
on Iowa winter experience crossed off 
my list I can start looking forward to 
warmer weather and the series of festi-
vals the summer brings.  Or better yet, 
escape the winter for warmer climes.  
As that is probably not going to hap-
pen, maybe we can try to recreate the 
experience of the summer festival or 
the tropical oasis right here.  

Whether happy accident, or a matter of 
the Busted Lift trying to bring a little mu-
sical sunshine our way, we are in luck.  
The Irish pub-cum-live music standby 
will host eclectic world-beat ensemble 
Euforquestra on Friday, February 2.  

A seven-piece groove machine from 
Iowa City, Euforquestra draws inspira-
tion from a wide variety of cultural and 
musical traditions.  Self-described as 
“Afro-Caribbean-Barnyard-Funk” the 
band incorporates elements of Afrobeat, 
Afro-Cuban, samba, soca, funk, reggae, 
and even bluegrass into the mix.  Grow-
ing out of Iowa City jam-band Euforia, 
the core group added the saxes of Ryan 

Jeter and Austin Zaletel creating the “or-
questra” from their euphoric roots.  

With the Euforquestra lineup in place 
(Matt Grundstad on percussion and vo-
cals, Josten Foley on drums and vocals, 
Mike Tallman on guitar and vocals, Eric 
Quiner on keyboards and vocals, and 
Adam Grosso on bass, steel pan, vibes, 
and vocals, in addition to the afore-
mentioned Jeter and Zaletel, collective-
ly known as “The Stank Horns”), the 
group set off on a mission to explore a 
variety of musical traditions, employing 
them outright or blending styles into a 
world-beat stew.  The band has since 
played throughout the Midwest as well 
as a number of jam-oriented festivals.  

The band’s most recent release, Explo-
rations in Afrobeat, fuses West African 
and Cuban music traditions with Ca-
ribbean funk.  Two band members trav-
elled to Cuba to study the traditional 
music and culture of the Yoruba tribe, 
an Afro-Cuban culture with ethnic and 
cultural roots in Nigerian Africa, es-
sentially connecting “two branches 
from the same tree.”  The resulting new 
music is an infectious groove-oriented 
celebration melding the spirit of Fela 
Kuti with the drive of James Brown 
funk into one of the most danceable 
mixes you are likely to hear.  

Euforquestra
  Friday, February 2      The Busted Lift   

JAN 25 - FEB 7

http://www.houlihans.com/main.aspx


Thursday, January 25

Denny Garcia 
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM - 1 PM

The Paper Chase, The Tanks, Grainbent, 
Lake Shore Drive
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9 PM

Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 11 PM

The Surf Report & Traverse @ Open Mic
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, January 26
James Kinds & the All-Night Riders 
Bartinis, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM 

Adam Pascal (from RENT)
UWP Center for the Arts, 8 PM

Big Muddy
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Noah Earle
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

Denny Troy & Rick Hoffman
Grand Harbor, 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Ken Wheaton 
Grape Escape, 8:30 PM - 11:30 PM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Frontier Saloon, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Dert Tones 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melanie Sue Mausser & Chris Doherty
Pop A Top, 8 PM - 11 PM

John Moran 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, January 27
Betty and the Headlights 
Courtside, 9 PM - 1 AM

Ethan Keller Group
The Busted Lift, 8 PM - 12 AM

Jabherbox
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Tom Vollman
Isabella’s, 7PM - 11PM

Denny Garcia @ IceFest
River Museum Depot, 4 PM - 7 PM

David Allan Coe w/ 50lb. Rooster
Roosters, Platteville, 7 PM - 12 AM

The Legends 
Henry’s Pub, Platteville, 8 PM - 12 AM

Blue Willow
Potter’s Mill, 8 PM - 12 AM

Melanie Sue Mausser 
Miguel’s Coffee Bar, 8 PM - 10 PM

Bluff Street Live 
Mississippi Mug, 8 PM - 12 AM

2-WEST 
Sublime, 8:30 PM

Ken Wheaton 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Zero 2 Sixty 
Coes, 9 PM - 1 AM

Johnnie Walker 
Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff 
The Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, January 27
Massey Road 
Sundown Mountain, 8 PM - 12 AM

TraVerse w/ 2 West
Sublime, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish 
Ace’s Place, Epworth, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Total Chaos, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Menace 
The Arena, 10 PM - 3 AM

Sunday, January 28

Betty and the Headlights 
New Diggings General Store & Inn 
from 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Andy Wilberding 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

Tuesday, January 30
Loose Gravel Duo (John & Dean)
Riverwalk Lounge/Grand Harbor Re-
sort 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Jazz Tuesday with ‘Round Midnight 
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, Jan. 31
A Pirate Over 50 
Sully’s is Asbury, 6 PM - 9 PM

Denny and the Folk-Ups 
Chestnut Mtn., 7 PM - 10 PM

Wed., January 31 
The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 PM

The Dertones 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Thursday, February 1
Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 11 PM

Open Mic Scheduled Performers
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 12 AM

Friday, February 2
Melanie Sue Mausser 
Dubuque Winter Farmer’s Market
Cathedral Square, 2 PM - 4 PM

Badfish
Jumpers, 9 PM- 1 AM

Lojo Russo
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

Massey Road 
3100 Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Dert Tones 
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melanie Sue Mausser 
& Chris Doherty
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 11 PM

Euforquestra 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

DRILL =/=/=/> 
Sandy Hook Tavern,  
9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, Feb. 3
Melanie Sue Mausser 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

The Mayflies 2/ Patrick Bloom
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

DUBUQUE365.com

http://www.kdcbud.com


Friday, Feb. 9
Big Muddy Duo
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 11 PM

Hobo Nephews of Uncle Frank
Isabella’s/Ryan House, 7 PM - 11 PM

The Mighty Short Bus 
The Busted Lift, 10 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, February 10
Bruce Holmes 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

The Legends 
Woodbine Bend G.C., 8 PM - 12 AM

Bluff Street Live 
Mississippi Mug, 8 PM - 12 AM

Saturday, February 3 
Jennifer Danielson & Lojo Russo
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

Bluff Street Live 
Mississippi Mug, 8 PM - 12 AM

Rocky Ricardo 
New Diggings Store, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jammer
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

James Kinds & the All-Night Riders 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sid V & the Human Resources
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Perimeter Burn, Strych 9, Lost Nation, 
With Arms Crossed  
Sublime, 9 PM - 1:45  AM

Cheap Skates 
Coe’s Bar, Bernard, IA, 9 PM - 1 AM

TraVerse 
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

Tuesday, February 6
Loose Gravel Duo (John & Dean)
Riverwalk Lounge/Grand Harbor Resort 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Jazz Tuesday with ‘Round Midnight 
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, Feb. 7
The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 PM

The Dert Tones (open mic) 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Thursday, Feb. 8
Melanie Sue Mausser 
Groovy Grounds, Dyersville, 6 PM

Band-a-oke with the Rocket 
Surgeons for Chad’s Birthday
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Casethejoint & DJ Deadbeat 
(Case’s bday) Jumpers, 10pm

Saturday, Feb. 10 
Outta Control 
New Diggings Store, 9 PM - 1:30 AM

TraVerse 
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1:30 AM

Zero 2 Sixty 
Triple Tee Too, 9 PM - 1 AM

Richter Scale 
Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish 
Total Chaos, 9 PM - 1 AM

Doug and Lisa Frey 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 1 AM

Denny and the Folk-Ups 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 PM.

Strangers With Candy 
Ace’s Place, Epworth, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Rocket Surgeons 
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

EXPIRES JANUARY 31 ,  2007
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WANDO’S FEATURED REVIEW
Pan’s Labyrinth
A Film by Guillermo del Toro (Hellboy, Blade II)
 
A classic fairy tale set in a 20th Century landscape, 
Pan’s Labyrinth combines historic and moral themes 
with great cinematography and unspeakable brutality. 
The story centers on Ofelia (Ivana Baquero), a little girl 
in 1944 Spain who has been uprooted and moved to 
a rural military outpost commanded by her stepfather, 
Captain Vidal (Sergi Lopez). Her mother Carmen (Adri-
adna Gil) is pregnant with the captain’s child but her 
health is precarious. Carmen is determined to get Ofelia 
to accept her new father upon their arrival but Captain 
Vidal is more interested in rooting out the rebels hid-
ing in the nearby forest than in being a father to Ofelia 
or a husband to Carmen. Feeling alone and vulnerable, 
Ofelia clings to the fairy tale books that transport her to 
another world away from the reality she does not under-
stand. With those stories in her head, she ventures into 
the nearby labyrinth where she meets fairies, fauns and 
giant frogs, all on a path that will take her away from the 
monsters in her daily life and make her a princess.
 
A few scenes of absolute cruelty and the fanciful world 
of Ofelia’s imagination come together to create a vi-
sually stunning and intriguing film in Pan’s Labyrinth.  
Entirely in Spanish with English subtitles, this film is 
what one could imagine Alice in Wonderland would 
be like if it were directed by Tim Burton.  The charac-
ters of Ofelia and Vidal are deftly portrayed by Baquero 
and Lopez with strong support from Gil as Carmen and 
Maribel Verdu as Mercedes, the housekeeper. At times, 
the film is very dark and violent but that only makes 
Ofelia’s desire to leave this world more understandable 
as she ventures into places that only a curious child 
could ever go. Baquero is the perfect combination of 
childhood innocence, curiosity, maturity, vulnerability 
and strength. The setting within the context of World 
War II provides the backdrop for this tension.  Captain 
Vidal is a brutal man, exacting punishment before guilt 
has been established. His methods are extreme and his 
treatment of Ofelia is no different. Pan’s Labyrinth is 
not for the faint of heart.  Some scenes will gross you 
out, some will creep you out and others will just make 
you scratch your head.  It is a fairy tale but it is one that 
is well scripted, acted and directed.

2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque, 

563-582-7827
Carmike  

Cinema Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Carmike   
Kennedy Mall 6

555  JFK, Dubuque, IA
563-588-9215

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006

- Reports are swirling that screenwrit-
er David Koepp, whose draft of Indiana 
Jones 4 was recently greenlit for pro-
duction, has been approached to pen 
a fourth Spidey film. Koepp also wrote 
the first installment. Director Sam Rai-

mi and star Tobey Maguire, however, have indicated 
they have little desire to return for a third sequel.

- Sean Connery, who famously an-
nounced his retirement from acting 
following the disastrous production 
of League of Extraordinary Gentlemen 
(he always refers to it as “my rather 
unfortunate last movie”), has said that 

producer George Lucas has approached him about 
appearing in Indiana Jones 4 ... and Connery’s 
game, as soon as he reads the new script.

- Mark Wahlberg has indicated in a re-
cent interview that the 2006 smash hit 
The Departed, which earned director 
Martin Scorsese a Best Director Oscar 
nomination, may not be a one-shot 
deal. Wahlberg suggests that there are 

talks of making both a sequel film, with a new cast, 
and a prequel film with the original cast. The De-
parted was a remake of the Hong Kong film Inter-
nal Affairs, which was itself a trilogy.

- The success of December’s Rocky 
Balboa has galvanized Sylvester Stal-
lone, and he’s moving full speed ahead 
on Rambo 4: Pearl of the Cobra (cur-
rently a working title). Principal pho-
tography is scheduled to begin on Feb-

ruary 28 for a Summer 2008 release. John Rambo 
will find himself recruited by a group of human 
rights missionaries to protect them against sadistic 
Burmese soldiers and to mount an impossible res-
cue mission to retrieve several hostages. 

- Courtney Love, who is indeed crazier 
than a bag of squirrels in a dryer, has 
optioned the film rights to the Kurt Co-
bain biography Heavier Than Heaven, 
an excellent and yet saddening chron-
icle of the deceased Nirvana singer’s 

life. Love has also decreed that she wants Ewan 
“Trainspotting” McGregor to portray the rocker.

BUZZ
18

STOMP THE YARD IS #1 AT THE BOX OFFICE ... WHY?!

TH
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Smokin’ Aces: 25% Rotten
When a Las Vegas performer-turned-snitch 
named Buddy Israel (Piven) decides to turn 
state’s evidence and testify against the mob, 
it seems that a whole lot of people would 

like to make sure he’s no longer breathing. A huge cast 
includes Ben Affleck, Jason Bateman, Andy Garcia, Ray 
Liota, Jeremy Piven, Common and Ryan Reynolds.

Volver
After her death, a mother (Maura) returns to 
her home town in order to fix the situations 
should couldn’t resolve during her life. Of 
her family left in the town, her ghost slowly 

becomes a comfort to her daughters (Cruz, Dueñas), as 
well as her grandchild (Cobo). Pelelope Cruz.

Catch and Release
A woman struggles to accept the death of 
her fiancé and the secrets he kept from her 
as she rebuilds her life. Jennifer Garner, Tim-
othy Olyphant, Kevin Smith, Juliette Jewis.

Notes on a Scandal: 87% Fresh
A pottery teacher (Blanchett) enters into 
an affair with one of her students, causing 
upheaval in her personal and professional 
lives. Judi Dench, Cate Blanchett.

Epic Movie
A comedic satire of films that are large in 
scope, reputation and popularity. There are 
not enough reviews to generate a rating, but 
do you need them? It is what it is, featuring a 

huge cast of b-listers like Kal Penn and Fred Willard.

Because I Said So
 A meddling mother (Keaton) tries to set her 

daughter (Moore) up with the right man so 
her kid won’t follow in her footsteps. Diane 
Keaton, Mandy Moore, Tom Everett Scott.

NOW PLAYING IN DUBUQUE
The Hitcher: 21% Rotten. . . . . .
Miss Potter: 73% Fresh . . . . . . .
Alpha Dog: 71% Fresh . . . . . . . 
Children of Men: 91% Fresh . . 
Arthur & The Invisibles: 19% Rotten
The Queen: 98% Fresh . . . . . . .
Breaking & Entering: 48% Rotten
Stomp The Yard: 25% Rotten . . 

Freedom Writers: 67% Fresh . . . . . . . . . .
Last King of Scotland: 88% Fresh . . . . . . . . 
Blood Diamond: 61% Fresh . . . . . . . . . . .
Night at the Museum: 44% Rotten . . . . . .
Dreamgirls: 80% Fresh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Pursuit of Happyness: 67% Fresh . . . 

Rotten Tomatoes collects the thoughts of dozens of movie reviewers 
across the country and averages their scores into a fresh or rotten 
rating. If a movie gets 60% or higher positive reviews, it is FRESH!

www.rottentomatoes.com
 OPENING DURING THIS ISSUE
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I’D HAVE WON IF IT HADN”T BEEN FOR THOSE MEDDLING KIDS.

by Tim Brechlin

For as long as I can remember, I always 
wanted to make movies. I’ve been en-
chanted by the cinema ever since I was 
a wee one (the first movie I can remem-
ber seeing in a theater ... well, I don’t re-
member, but it was probably some ani-
mated Disney thing or something), and I 
thought to myself, “That’s a world I want 
to live in.” And, of course, I did the stuff 
that all movie-inclined kids did ... I col-
lected posters religiously (I still have an 
original print of the Ghostbusters II post-
er), I quoted movies so incessantly that 
it’s a miracle that my parents never muz-
zled me, I took Dad’s old VHS-C cam-
era (remember those, with the little tape 
cartridge that had to be put into a bigger 
carrier tape to watch in your VCR?) and 
made movies with my friends ... now, 
I’m not saying they were good; in fact, 
they’d wind up being rejected even by 
guys like Roger Corman, but, hey, they 
were still movies. Almost wound up go-
ing to film school, actually. And now I’m 
a magazine editor. Go figure.

But obviously I’m not the only kid-
turned-lunatic who once dreamed of be-
ing the next Spielberg, Lucas or Wood. 
(Gary Olsen is proof of that.) We’ve seen 
them all over the Tri-States, from Nick 
Woodward’s self-produced Gabriel (pre-
miering soon here in the area) to Curious 
City Productions’ Saddled, filmed on lo-
cation in Galena. Christopher Kulovitz 
and Mike Coty, two of the co-founders 
of Curious City, decided to take every-
thing one step further: They’ve organized 
a student film competition and film festi-
val, called Get Reel. (Man, I wish I were 
like ten years younger right now.)

“This is an event with a real purpose,” 
says Kulovitz, who co-wrote and starred 
in Saddled. “We’re giving high school 
students an outlet, a way to focus their 
interest in the film arts.” Hard to argue 
with that, really.

Get Reel will challenge all entrants to 
produce (which means writing, direct-
ing, casting, acting, all that jazz) 5-to-7-

minute short films ... all origi-
nal. Entries are being accepted 
now, and that continues through 
March 31.

“But wait!” you say. “How on 
Earth are kids supposed to ac-
tually do any of this? That’s 
such a big undertaking!” (Size 
matters not. Use the Force,  
grasshopper.)

Jedi trickery won’t be necessary, 
because through a partnership 
with and grant from Media-
com, entrants in Get Reel will 
have access to professional film 
equipment: Cameras, audio 
gear (tip from a video produc-
er-turned-editor — bad sound 
will destroy your movie, so pay 
attention to it), post-production 
/ editing software ... the whole 
kit and caboodle. And speak-
ing from personal experience, 
Mediacom’s equipment is ex-
cellent, just stupendously high-
quality. After all is said and 
done, the films will be evaluat-
ed by a panel of film enthusiasts 
and experts (don’t worry, this 
won’t be like the Star Cham-
ber), and it’ll all come together 
in an awards ceremony at Star 
Cinema on April 15, 2007. At 
that time, awards in multiple 
categories will be handed out: 
Best film, best screenplay, best 
director, best actor, best ac-
tress and best original score. 
(Editor’s request: Anyone who 
turns in a score sounding like 
a Hans Zimmer rehash of The 
Rock, Crimson Tide or any of 

his other movies must be tarred and 
feathered. It’s kind of a twitch.) Winners 
will receive a JULIEN Award, an original 
sculpture designed and developed in 
conjunction with Clarke College. Pend-
ing approval (for content), films will also 
be shown on Mediacom’s Public Access 
channel. Oh, and there’s a little $1,000 
grand prize, too.

The contest began germinating, re-
ally, when production on Saddled, an 
intriguing exploration of the grief, an-
guish and division that can develop in 
a family from the loss of a family mem-
ber, began in Galena after the crew had 
scouted multiple locations. “We were 
really encouraged by the wealth of all 
the local resources here,” said Kulovitz. 
“It’s beautiful here, it’s less expensive to 
film, and there is great local talent just 
waiting to be seen.” Last June, a fund 
raising event was held at Dubuque Se-
nior High School, including showings 
of Curious City’s Saddled and Contract 
Killers, and Kulovitz and Coty first met 

Mediacom local production coordina-
tor Jim Barefoot, who was so impressed 
with Saddled that he immediately want-
ed to show it on Public Access.

“It’s become very apparent to me that 
the community here ... has a keen inter-
est in film,” says Coty.

Barefoot, also one of the producers of 
the popular Kids in the Kitchen televi-
sion show, then began working with the 
Kulovitz / Coty duo to devise a strategy 
of promoting Dubuque-area cinematic 
talent through arts and cultural events. 
“We wanted to take a two-fold ap-
proach to this,” reports Coty. “Our first 
step was to create a real signature event 
that Dubuque can call its own.”

Longtime Rotarians, Coty and Kulovitz 
decided to take Rotary’s philosophy of 
“Service Above Self” and apply that to 
an effort to reach out to students inter-
ested in the arts ... and that’s how Get 
Reel was born.

The second wing of Coty and Kulo-
vitz’s two-fold approach is also fulfilled 
through this competition. They believe 
that promotion of local talent can best 
be achieved by creating quality cultural 
programming that can be televised on 
public access. Makes sense, doesn’t it?

“Great film teaches us about who we 
are,” Kulovitz is known for saying. He’s 
right: It isn’t terribly often, but when a 
film touches us and makes us exam-
ine our lives … that’s a testament to 
the power of film, to have the versatil-
ity to produce brain-killing (but still en-
tertaining) comedies like American Pie 
and insightful, tragic films like Leaving 
Las Vegas and Beavis & Butt-Head Do 
America. (I’m serious: There are few 
things more tragic than having someone 
steal your TV. Except maybe stealing 
your frozen pizzas.) As we’ve seen from 
the many productions put forth by the 
Dubuque Community Schools, students 
in Dubuque have a plethora of on-cam-
era talent. You may not know that there’s 
an equal plethora of behind-the-scenes 
talent, something I witnessed firsthand 
when seeing young school students op-
erating microphones during production 
of Kids in the Kitchen. This competition 
will bring it all together.

For more information on Get Reel, or to 
download an official application, check 
out the Web site at www.curiouscity.
com. The Get Reel event is brought to au-
diences by the Rotary Club of Dubuque, 
and it’s sponsored by Mediacom, Star 
Cinema (come on, like you didn’t see 
those two coming), Radio Dubuque, 
LAMAR and 365ink. Good luck, bud-
ding Shyamalans!
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CAN WE GET RAIL SERVICE TO JIMMY JOHN’S?

“Ensuring the Future for 
Students and Communities”
by Mayor Roy D. Buol

A valued partner and, I believe, a very 
important cog in the city’s wheel as it 
moves toward viability and sustainabil-
ity, is our own Northeast Iowa Commu-
nity College, perhaps more well-known 
as NICC.

The ability to train and re-train our 
workforce for 21st-century jobs is abso-
lutely paramount to ensuring a vibrant 
economy long-term.  Business retention 
and expansion, as well as new business 
recruitment all depend on a skilled and 
educated workforce.  And, the ebb and 
flow of our economy continues to re-
mind us of the crucial need for college 
business and industry training programs.

NICC recently celebrated its 40th anni-
versary and is approaching the juncture 
where several buildings need to become 
ADA-compliant, and where original me-
chanical and air handling systems need 
to be replaced, along with doors, roofs, 
flooring and windows.  With nearly half 
of the funding coming from student tuition 
and fees, there is a limit on the college’s 
ability to finance significant maintenance, 
repairs and technology upgrades. 

NICC is proposing … for the first time in 
its 40-year existence … a capital bond 
levy that is a one-time, limited-time, 
source of funding for projects of this mag-
nitude. Most, if not all, of the other com-
munity colleges in the state are on their 
second or third levy.  The ballot measure 
would generate $35 million over the next 
ten years and the projects would be com-
pleted in three phases.  Taxpayers would 
be committing to 42 cents per $1,000 of 
taxable valuation over ten years.

Consider this:

- NICC has grown from 158 to over 4800 
credit students.

- NICC now has over 35,000 non-credit 
or continuing education students every 
year, helping to address the ongoing re-
training needs of displaced workers and 
skilled trades needed for industries such 

as John Deere Dubuque Works.

- NICC has brought over $33 million 
($5.2 million last year alone) into the re-
gion for workforce development.

- NICC has partnered with area business-
es, including its very visible presence in 
the Town Clock Plaza, to provide work-
force training for over 1,000 new and 
existing jobs in the past year, and

- Approximately 87 percent of NICC stu-
dents stay in Iowa to live, work and pay 
taxes!

On January 16, the Dubuque City Coun-
cil received, endorsed and unanimously 
approved a Resolution in support of 
NICC’s ballot measure titled “Ensuring 
the Future for Students and Communi-
ties.”  To pass, this measure will require 
60 percent +1 in favor.  

Upon a personal visit to NICC, I was able 
to observe that all possible existing teach-
ing and training space has been exhaust-
ed, and labs, programming and technol-
ogy are in need of upgrading to help 
graduates meet the demands of tomor-
row’s workplace.  At the same time, busi-
ness, industry, and healthcare are calling 
on NICC to expand programming. 

With support and passage of the bond 
issue on February 20, in Peosta alone, 
Phase I will include a new Industrial Tech-
nologies Building; Phase II will include a 
renovation of the Health and Sciences as 
well as library renovation and expansion, 
merged with Dubuque County; and Phase 
III, across the centers and campuses, will 
address technology upgrades and Instruc-
tional Facilities and Equipment.  

As we consider our vote for a limited 
period tax investment that is less than 
2 percent of our total taxes, we do so 
in light of the community’s economic 
goals to retain and recruit business and 
industry, and to keep our city’s progres-
sive vision on track.  With our vote, we 
will be determining shared responsi-
bility for a respected partner on behalf 
of the community we call, and want 
others to call, home.  On February 
20, we each have the opportunity to  
“Ensure the Future.”

words, quite a bit. Personal trainers are 
also available, with two on staff, focus-
ing on body building, power training, 
weight reduction, shaping / toning 
and nutritional advice. The Web site is 
www.phoenixfitnessinc.com, and the 
center is located at the corner of Jack-
son and 9th.

You also can’t possibly forget about 
that classic standby of the Dubuque 
Community Y. With its affordable 
membership rates, the benefits offered 
are vast and the health and fitness of-
ferings are extremely versatile. While 
the Y has those staples of a fitness cen-
ter like a weight room and a gymna-
sium (with six baskets), it also sports 
a six-lane, 25-yard pool that ranges to 
9 feet deep.The Wellness Center fea-
tures a bunch of cardio and strength 
training exercises, and members can 
enjoy one of four regulation-size rac-
quetball courts. Members also receive 
a free personalized fitness orientation 
program. For more information, like 

membership rates and facility photo-
graphs, the Web site is easy to remem-
ber: www.dubuquey.com.

Now, it’s easy enough for me to write 
this and tell you about all the various 
options you have for exercising and 
losing weight, but it’s another thing en-
tirely for us to actually get off our kees-
ters and do something about dropping 
a few extra pounds. That’s where Light-
en Up Iowa comes in. As Matt Booth 
has said time and again in his Matti-
tude column here in 365ink, the key to 
achievement is setting a goal. With its 
team-based organization and friendly 
competitive nature, Lighten Up Iowa is 
all about goal-oriented weight loss. 

Registrations for Lighten Up Iowa are 
accepted throughout the duration of 
the program, so just because it’s already 
started, that doesn’t mean you can’t get 
involved and start shedding those love 
handles (or, in my case, a half-keg of 
beer). Registration can be made on-
line at www.lightenupiowa.org ... and 
you can surely find three other friends, 
family members or co-workers who 
are thinking about making an effort to-
wards a healthier lifestyle.

GETTIN’ FIT 
IN THE WINTER MONTHS
Continued from page 4
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MY HARVEST OF HOPE IS FINDING CHEAP FROZEN PIZZAS

For those with something of a spiritual 
bent ... the Shalom Retreat Center, one 
of the most active spiritual develop-
ment organizations in the community, 
features regular services and programs 
for the community. On Friday, 
January 26, enjoy an evening 
of stories and songs from in-
ternationally renowned com-
poser Christopher Walker, 
revered by audiences as a 
brilliant performer and teach-
er. Tickets are $15. 

On Friday, February 2, the 
center will host “Food for the Soul: A 
Winter Film Festival,” beginning at 7 
p.m. Showcasing films of compelling 
images and real-life stories, the event is 
aimed at stirring prayer, reflection and 
sharing. Selections will include three 

films from the following: Entertaining 
Angels, Whale Rider, Good Night and 
Good Luck, The World’s Fastest Indian 
and Shall We Dance. Both a commuter 
and an overnight option are available, 
with $50 requested for commuters and 
$70 for overnight. Registration is re-
quired by February 1.

And on Thursday, February 8, the cen-
ter will host a sexual assault prevention 
and intervention seminar. Intended for 
victims of sexual abuse, family mem-

bers and friends of victims, 
and all others who have an 
interest in the area, the ses-
sion will include a group 
discussion on myths and 
facts regarding sexual as-
sault, societal attitudes, 
self-care tips for assault 
survivors and how to be 
proactive with medical and 

law-enforcement personnel. Hosted 
by Dawn Goerdt of Riverview Center, 
Inc., the session will cost $8. Registra-
tion is required by February 6. For all 
pre-registration for events, call Shalom 
at 563-582-3592

Have you heard of Harvest of Hope? It’s 
a pretty neat program. It’s a bunch of 
winter farmers’ market sales, which pop 
up at Iowa churches all through the win-
ter. It’s now in its second year, sponsored 
by Churches’ Center for Land and Peo-
ple (CCLP), a 501(c)(3) non-profit group 
based in Middleton, Wisconsin.

Products for sale at Harvest of Hope 
sales vary widely according to availabil-
ity and the community in which the sale 
is taking place, but in the past, they’ve 
included such items as meats and eggs, 
honey, sorghum, maple syrup, root  

vegetables and more.

All vendors who take part in these Har-
vest of Hope sales also agree to raise 
their prices by 10 percent and then, 
provided that they sell more than $150 
worth of goods at any one sale, donate 
this 10 percent back to Churches Center 
for Land and People to help create the 
Harvest of Hope Emergency Fund.  Once 
this fund is up and running, it will offer 
small grants to any Iowa farm family that 
encounters a financial crisis situation.

Dubuque’s sale is on Friday, February 2, 
from 2 - 6 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. 
Raphael at 231 Bluff. The sale will also 
be held in conjunction with the annual 
Rural Life Gathering. For more informa-
tion, to inquire about being a farm ven-
dor, or for a complete schedule of Iowa 
Harvest of Hope sales, go ahead and 
contact Jim Earles, Iowa Project Coor-
dinator, at iowaharvestofhope@yahoo.
com or 563-588-2935.
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Apartments / Real Estate

APARTMENTS

New Construction Homes in Eagle Valley Subdi-
vision. (Just off of Roosevelt) Quality builder who 
stands by his work. 3 Bedroom Split Foyer. 2 car 
garage, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen + many ex-
tras. $159,900. Call Matt at Booth Properties, 563-
557-1000, today to take a look.  

Carefree Condo Living
Comes with this spacious 3 bed-room, 2 bath con-
do in convenient location. Enjoy the 2,000 + square 
feet including master bath suite and sun room. 2nd 
floor unit with elevator in building, 13 x 34 foot tan-
dem basement garage, deck and additional base-
ment storage room. Only $169,900. Call Matt at 
Booth Properties, 563-557-1000, for a peek today.

Travel a Lot?
Then consider this delightful 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
condo at charming Coventry Park. Garden unit with 
newer kitchen and one car detached garage. All ap-
pliances remain. Care free living for only $114,900. 
Call Matt at Booth Properties, 563-557-1000, for 
worry-free living today.

Items For Sale
La Z Boy wall-away reclining sofa and loveseat.  Ex-
cellent condition.  Multi-color on light backround.  
$350/pair.  563-556-7378.

HOT TUB, new in box, w/ warranty. Colored lights, 
waterfall, $1975. 563-451-2689 Can deliver.

Jobs

JOIN THE 365 TEAM - SALES ASSOCIATE
We’re growing fast at 365 and we need help as we 
service a large base of clients and partners. Being 
part of 365 is more than a job, it’s way of life. Are 
you ready to jump feet first into Dubuque’s cul-
tural scene? If you have a way with people, the 
drive to succeed and the sales skills to tell our sto-
ry to the Tri-States, send your resume today! 210 
West First Street • Dubuque, Iowa, 52001 • info@
dubuque365.com • 563.588.4365. 

A&W seeks p/t associates, flexible hours, good ref-
erences req., pay based on experience. Call Tina at 
563-556-8050, ext. 105.

 
efutures.com

Broker Employment Opportunities: The individual 
we seek has the following attributes: Outstanding 
communication skills, with emphasis on telephone 
skills, High ethical and moral standards, Highly mo-
tivated and self-starter, Enthusiastic, positive work 
attitude, Positive customer focus Numbers and de-
tail oriented. A series 3 commodity broker license is 
required -- will train right candidate. This position 
offers excellent potential to grow with growth in 
the business. Benefits include 401K, profit sharing 
and health insurance. Contact John at (jsorensen@
efutures.com) (608-348-5980 ext.107)

Services
Ever had a traumatic incident? Does it still affect 
you? Try Traumatic Incident Reduction. Call Dan @ 
608-237-7078.

  365 Classifieds
To place classified ads simply call 563-588-4365.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin or an intention to make any such prefences, 
limitations or discrimination.”  This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. Dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.  To report discrimination, 
call HUD at 800-669-9777.
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Saturday, February 10
Isabella’s
Bored with Hollywood’s latest block-
buster action flick or romantic com-
edy?  Maybe you just have a short at-
tention span. (Ignore the shiny thing. 
Focus!) The Chicago Short Film Bri-
gade rides to the rescue! The Brigade 
returns to Dubuque for an all-new 
screening of short films, Saturday, 
February 10, at Isabella’s at 7 p.m.  

The first of quarterly screenings by 
the Brigade, the Isabella’s show fol-
lows the group’s hugely successful 
Dubuque debut last October as part 
of the Voices From the Warehouse 
art exhibit.  A fundraiser for the not-
for-profit organization, the event fea-
tured a short film screening and a solo 
concert by singer-songwriter and vi-
olin virtuoso Andrew Bird, who also 
happens to be a Film Brigade board 
member.  Other board members in-
clude Bird’s significant other and Bri-
gade curator Xan Aranda, plus Aaron 
Wickenden, Jason Vassiliades and 
Liz Tapp.  Aranda reports that all five 
board members will be present at the 
February 10 screening.  

The group formed as an all-volunteer 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization in 
early 2006 to champion the short 
film as a genre, provide overlooked 
filmmakers with a bit more exposure 
for their hard-earned work, and to get 
together with others who enjoy short 
film in a social environment.  Noting 
that the usual short film screening 
situation involves a single person in 
front of a computer monitor or iPod, 
the Film Brigade web site declares, 
“We think it’s beautiful when people 
gather in a warm, social environment 
and enjoy short films together.”  

Avoiding more traditional venues 
– academic presentations or exclu-
sive film festivals – the group hopes to 
provide the public access to some of 

the best short films in a relaxed, com-
munity-oriented environment. “I’ve 
always admired artists who don’t wait 
for museums or universities to validate 
their work and bring it to the people 
however they can,” explains Bird. “It’s 
refreshing to watch some crazy enter-
taining short films engaging different 
parts of your brain, all while enjoying 
popcorn and good company. You can 
spend a few comfortable hours out of 
the house, away from the telly with 
your fellow citizens.”

The Isabella’s screening will feature 
a whole new program of short films 
by a variety of filmmakers from Iowa 
City and Minnesota to Ontario, New 
York, Spain, and Latvia in genres rang-
ing from hand-drawn and stop-mo-
tion animation to live-action thriller 
and documentary.  There will be a $5 
cover charge for the program.  

In addition to quarterly screen-
ings in Chicago and Dubuque, the 
Film Brigade is working toward An-
nual Awards that would include 
cash prizes – a welcome reward for 
emerging filmmakers working on 
shoestring budgets.  Plans include 
an end-of-season awards program 
at the Gene Siskel Film Center and 
a possible commission program for 
award winning filmmakers to create 
new work.  “Our larger plans be-
yond the quarterly shows are starting 
to develop nicely and we are getting 
ready to pursue funding for them as 
well,” explains Aranda. “But when it 
comes down to it, the shorts are still 
foremost. And the folks who come to 
see them. We just like to hang out.” 

The Film Brigade is always looking 
for new work by local and interna-
tional filmmakers.  If you are a short 
filmmaker in search of greater expo-
sure, submit your work for consider-
ation.  (See the sidebar to the left.) 
You might be part of an upcoming 
screening. For more information, 
visit www.filmbrigade.com.  

Chicago Short Film Brigade

Call For Entries
Are you a short filmmaker?  Do ya 
wanna be?  Get your work in the 
hands of the Chicago Short Film 
Brigade and you might be part 
of one of their upcoming screen-
ings.  The Film Brigade is seeking 
short films for consideration.  All 
genres and styles are welcome.  
As part of their ongoing quarterly 
community-based screenings the 
Brigade wants to show a diverse 
public an even more diverse se-
lection of films, from local to 
international directors, from nar-
rative fiction and documentary to 
animation and experimental film.  
From first time directors to expe-
rienced filmmakers -- if you shoot 
it, they want to see it.  

Submissions should be in the 
PLAYABLE DVD (NTSC) format 

with a maximum length of 20 
minutes (they are supposed to 
be “short” films).  There is no 
minimum length (some ideas just 
aren’t that big).  The Brigade re-
quires English subtitles where ap-
plicable (foreign language, Ozzy, 
etc.).  You should include a page 
with a brief director’s bio and a 
written description of the film.  
Best of all, there is no deadline, as 
shows are ongoing and currently 
no entry fee is required (though 
don’t wait too long, there will 
probably be an entry fee institut-
ed sometime next year).  Include 
a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope to have materials returned to 
you.  Send materials to:

CHICAGO SHORT FILM BRIGADE 
ATTN: XAN ARANDA 

PO BOX 478680 
CHICAGO, IL 60647-8680 

For more information, contact 
brevity@filmbrigade.com.
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Insanity
 
Albert Einstein once said “The definition 
of insanity is doing the same thing over 
and over again and expecting different 
results.” Think about this quote for 
a second and ask yourself, does this 
apply to my life? Have you been doing 
the same thing over and over again 
expecting different results? List the 
three or four biggest challenges you 
face today. Then ask, “Are they the 
same challenges I faced a year ago?” 
If the answer is yes, figure out what 

has gotten you stuck and act decisively 
now to do something different. Are 
you willing to change or will you do 
the same thing over and over again 
expecting different results?

Improving your life, even just by 1 
percent, can make all the difference! 
Remember, not every tip will work 
for everyone. What tips do you use to 
improve your life? Please take an active 
part of this community. If you have a 
useful tip, I encourage you to send it to 
me so others can benefit. Simply send 
tips to: tips@mattbooth.com.

Be Yourself
When you were a kid, what did you 
want to be when you grew up? Can you 
even remember? Did you want to be a 
doctor, policeman, fireman, teacher 
or even president? As a kid, you could 
be yourself and dream about anything. 
In real terms, being yourself means 
identifying your uniqueness and using 
it to serve others. 

Every person has unique talents and the 
ability to develop them. Unfortunately, 
many people never discover, or fail 
to develop, their talents. Numerous 
people live their entire lives never doing 
what they are good at. They never get to 
be the person they wanted to be when 
they grew up. 

Being yourself is not a 
nice-to-have quality; 
it’s imperative. You 
should work harder on 
developing yourself than you do on 
your job. You spend a great deal of time 
and energy earning paychecks. How 
much time and energy do you invest 
on developing yourself?

I encourage you to be yourself. It is the 
only way to be happy. It is tiring and 
useless trying to be someone else. It is 
hard work trying to fool people everyday 
into thinking you are someone else. It 
is not effective or productive to try and 
be someone you are not. Free yourself 
from what others think and work on 
developing yourself.

Discover or rediscover your unique 
talents, develop them and use them to 
serve others. Make the commitment 
right now to be yourself. It is the only 
way to be truly happy. Become what you 
wanted to be as a kid. Be outstanding 
at being yourself. Focus your energy 

on being yourself 
and you will 
be happy and 
successful. The 
amazing part is, 
when you do 
this, it is as if you 
cannot fail. 

Does your business or organization need Mattitude? Contact
Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip
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I ONCE SLEPT ON A TRAMPOLINE ON A GOAT FARM.
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WHAT IF YOU CLIMB ONTO A CROWDED FIRETRUCK AND YELL THEATER?

What’s Your Story?
by Ellen Goodmann

“I have no ambition in this world but 
one, and that is to be a fireman.  The po-
sition may, in the eyes of some, appear 
to be a lowly one; but we who know 
the work which the fireman has to do 
believe that his is a noble calling.  Our 
proudest moment is to save lives.”
                                  - Edward F. Croker

Its working days are long gone. Used to 
own the streets when barreling through 
Dubuque more than half-a-century ago. 
Since then, its been passed from home to 
memory to historical society and now sits 
in garage in Zwingle, Iowa … awaiting a 
$115,000 makeover and a new birth into 
the Dubuque community. 

“Tiller,” the gallant 1948 100-foot Aerial 
Ladder Tiller Truck has lived on through 
the bold stories of its glory days told by 
many retired Dubuque fire fighters who 
have patiently and lovingly been working 
to restore the old “hook and ladder.” And 
now, after a, well, not-so-brief hiatus work-
ing on the Regional Emergency Responder 
Training Center, they’re on their way.

In fact, a group of active and retired 

Dubuque Fire Department Firefighters, 
who formed Antique Fire Club, has re-
cently received acknowledgment as a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) by the State of Iowa 
– and hope this will help the cause as 
they apply for grants. Group leader Jim 
Weitz, who has always been interested 
in history, (“I’ve also always liked old fire 
trucks … probably because I was a fire-
fighter for 31 years,” he said - laughing) 
is heading up the project.

“We want to restore (the fire truck) and give 
it back to the community,” Weitz said. 

The group is in close partnership with 
the Dubuque Fire Department and, upon 
completion, the truck will be used in 
an educational capacity at the Regional 
Emergency Responder Training Facil-
ity and be turned over to the citizens of 
the City of Dubuque, while the club will 
maintain and preserve the equipment. 

From parades to displays, Weitz said 
that people are interested in history and 
passionate about firefighting. Even so, a 
$100,000 price tag, for a long time, was 
almost too steep to make any progress. 
Until the past few years. In 2006, a do-

nor committed $15,000 to the project 
and most recently, the city of Dubuque 
joined the mission. 

“A huge reason for this project is because 
the city has committed $33,000,” Weitz 
said. Money from the Capital Improve-
ment Budget for the Fire Department will 
help restore one of its oldest and most 
beloved vehicles. 

The estimate of the project, according to 
Weitz, is about $115,000 to make the 
fire unit completely operable as in its 
original state. 

But before the year-long restorative pro-
cess can take place, the Antique Fire Club 
has a long road of fundraising ahead and 
has now turned to the community for 
support. Weitz is seeking people who are 
passionate about history …from firefight-
ing to antique vehicles. If you want to 
contribute to the restoration, send a check 
to: Antique Fire Club, c/o Jim Weitz, 
4169 Peru Road, Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
or give him a call at 557-1919. For more 
information, call Weitz, or look up any of 
these Antique Fire Club board members: 
Dan Sullivan, Randy Root, Dave Schuster 
or Senator Tom Hancock. 

www.cablecarsquare.com
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Dear Trixie:

My sister and her boyfriend are getting 
married next month. All they do is drink 
beer and fight with each other. This is her 

fourth marriage in ten years and I can honestly say that all 
her choices in men have been poor. I know she’s making a 
mistake but she won’t listen to anything I say. She still owes 
me for that last divorce. And I’m sure I’ll be the one to bail 
her out of this one. My problem is that I still have to buy the 
happy couple a gift. What should I get them? 

-- Big Sis

Dear Big Sis:

His and hers matching pistols.

Dear Trixie:

I’m 47 and ready for a serious relationship. I want a girl with 
a decent figure who can keep her trap shut. I can’t stand that 
constant chattering that women do. Sounds like chickens. 
Also, I want a woman who can financially support herself. 
What do you suggest? 

--Regular Guy

Dear Regular Guy:

Internet dating. Write, “Single male seeks stupid mute with 
trust fund.” Good luck with that.

Dear Trixie:

I hate my kitchen! It’s got yellowed vinyl flooring that curls 
at the edges, a greasy chipped stove and a refrigerator that 
doesn’t stay cold. I’ve begged my husband for 17 years but 
he is a cheapskate and won’t pay for new paint, floors and 
appliances. What do I have to do to change his mind?

--Mrs. “Smith”

Dear Mrs. “Smith”:

Never underestimate the power of a small kitchen fire. It’s 
the perfect compromise. You’ll get a new kitchen and the 
insurance company can pay for it. Happiness all around!

Dear Trixie:

Can you give me any reason why a happily married couple 
should have a child? 

--Tim in the North End

Dear Tim in the North End:

No.

Dear Trixie:
My hair is dull and listless. How can I shine it up and get 
great fluffy body? 

--Sally From Peosta

Dear Sally:
For the thickest and most glossy locks mix together corn syr-
up, bacon lard and Elmer’s Glue. Apply liberally from root 
to tips and wrap your head with Saran Wrap for four hours. 
Brush and style as usual.

ARIES Raspberry lemonade slushies and electric blankets do not 
mix. But dark chocolate and period romance novels do.

TAURUS  You should devote some time to training animals to do 
new and inventive things. There’s a picture on the Internet of an 
otter hoisting a bottle of Bud Light. That’s great, but take it one 
step further. Train an otter to actually slam the Bud Light. His 
hangover should be epic.

GEMINI  As you design your residential security system, please 
keep in mind that it helps if the noise made by your alarm is actual-
ly, you know, imposing. A loud, screeching alarm that wakes up the 
city block? That’s a good idea. But that recording of Harrison Ford 
growling “Get off my plane” from Air Force One ... not so much.

CANCER  You’re rooting for the Bears, but you’re secretly looking 
forward to that big vat of BBQ little smokies. Start working on your 
methods of concelament to avoid embarrassment at the party.

LEO  You must restrain yourself in the face of your greatest de-
sires. No matter how much he may aggravate you, no matter 
how much he may drive you to homicidal rage, you must not 
use the family cat as either target practice or as a ballistic object. 
Doing so may result in death by significant other.

VIRGO  Losing weight may or may not be a failing proposition. 
While you have the support of your significant other, who is sure 
to keep you in line, your brothers in girth will be of no help to you. 
For every salad put in front of you there will be a cheese curd, for 
every carrot an onion ring, for every glass of water a beer.

LIBRA  Fondue’s nice and tasty, and it’ll be a great addition 
to your next house party (Super Bowl, perhaps?). But do not 
overlook its other qualities. After all, a fondue pot has a burner 
underneath it. That stuff’s hot. The next time your neighbor’s 
pounding on your door, trying to “borrow” yet another wooden 
spoon ... you know what to do.

SCORPIO It’s nice that you’re trying to branch out with your ar-
tistic talents, but perhaps doing portraits of your family isn’t the 
way to explore this brave new world. After all ... you know how 
they behave every time you get together with them, and face it: 
There’s no paint color that covers up stupid.

SAGITTARIUS  You spend all that time on MySpace, day after day, 
hour after hour, minute after minute ... and you have absolutely 
nothing to show for it. You fail at getting your work done and your 
social life is nonexistent despite your having 713 friends. Quit your 
day job and become a MySpace stalker, you’re clearly better at it.

CAPRICORN  If you feel like you haven’t been getting the rec-
ognition you deserve lately, try taking credit for some fantastic 
invention that no one could ever trace. Don’t claim the Internet, 
though; Al Gore’s all over that one. But how about, for example ... 
leather? No cow is going to speak out against you!

AQUARIUS  For a great time-waster, try to figure something out: 
If an actor were to play your voice, who would it be? But let’s 
be real: Women, you don’t all sound like Kelly Clarkson, and 
gentlemen, you don’t all have the deep, imposing, ultra-mas-
culine voice of those movie trailer voiceover guys. Start a little 
lower on the totem pole ... like Carrot Top?

PISCES  The next time you’re trying to think of a great conversa-
tion starter, put a small revolver on your keychain. It serves two 
purposes: One, you’ll get the question, “Why do you have a 
revolver on your keys?” And if the conversation turns out to be a 
flop, you can just use the revolver. Score.

TAKE AL OUR ADVIE AND ADD “IN BED” TO THE END!
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AVAILABILITY
Get Your Fingers Inky at these

great Tri-State hotspots!
This is not a complere distribution list, we got tired.

3100 Club
32nd St. Oky Doky
32nd St. Sinclair station
365 Offices (1st & Main)
66 Station Arterial/Penn 
American Trust
Amirage
Arena / Coliseum
Badger Brothers Coffee
Bartini’s 
Basket Expressions
Europa Haus / Bier 
Stube
Bike Shack
Body and Soul
Borders Books
Bowling and Beyond
Bricktown
Busted Lift
Café Manna Java
Capri
Captain Merry
Carlos O’Kelly’s 
Carnegie-Stout Library
Catfish Charlie’s
Chamber of Commerce
Chestnut Mtn. Resort
Cici’s Pizza
Clarke College
ColdStone Creamery
Contempo
Country Inn Hotel
Country Kitchen
Courtside
Cremer’s
Culver’s
Da Vinci’s
Dairy Queen
DB&T Asbury Road
DB&T on JFK
DB&T on Central
Delhi Medical Center
Designworks
Diamond Jo Casino
Dirty Ernie’s
Doghouse
Dubuque Building Lobby
Dubuque Schools Admin.
DBQ County Courthouse
Dubuque Dental
DBQ Discount Gas (US 20)
Dubuque Family Practice
Dubuque Main Street
Dubuque Mattress
Dubuque Museum of Art
Dubuque Optometric
Dupaco
Eagle Country Market
Easy Street
Ecumenical Towers
EDSB
Engraved Gift Collection
Envision Sports
Fairfield Inn
Fairway
Falbo Bros. Pizza (Yum!)
Family Beer
Finley Hospital
1st nat. Bank/Platteville
Five Flags
Five Point Mart
Four Seasons Buffet
Frame of Mind Gift Shop
Fried Green Tomatoes
Galena Cellars
Gotta Have It
Governor Dodge Hotel
Graham’s Store for Men
Grand Harbor Hotel
Grand Opera House
Grand River Center
Grape Harbor
Greewood’s Store
Groomingdales
Hampton Inn
Hartig’s on Central 

Hartigs on Locust
HC & Co.
Heartland Inn
Hilton Garden
Holiday Inn Dubuque
Hudson’s
HyVee @ Asbury
HyVee @ Wacker Plaza
Hy-Vee on Locust
I-HOP
Ink Exchange
Instant Replay
Iowa Welcome Center
Isabella’s
Jimmy John’s Sand-
wiches
Julien Inn /Alta Glocke
Kaladis
Kephart’s
Kirchhoff Distributing
Knickers 
Los Aztecas
Lot One
Maid Rite 
Mario’s
Medical Associates
Mercy Hospital
Midas Muffler 
Midway Hotel
Miguel’s Coffee Bar
Minatori’s
Mining Museum
the Mission
Mississippi Mug
Mississippi River 
Museum
Mojo Salon
Mont Rest
Moondog Music
Murph’s South End Tap
Neighbor’s Tap
New Diggings Store
Noonan’s
Oky Dokey 1st and 
Locust
Oky Doky on Kerper
Outside the Lines Gallery
Pancheros
Panera
Paul’s Big Game Tap
Penalty Box
Peosta Gas and Snack
Pepper Sprout
Phoenix Fitness
Pickerman’s
Dick’s Supermarket
Pixie Stix
Players
The Point Restaurant 
Prudential
Quiznos at Arterial
Radio Dubuque
Remax
Restoration Warehouse
River Lights
Rondinelli
Salsa’s (Soon)
Shamrock Jewelers
Sids Beverage
Steve’s Ace Home & 
Garden
Steve’s Pizza
Stumble Inn
Sublime
Subway
Super 8 Motel
Supreme Subs
Taiko
Theisen’s
Trackside
Uncle Ike
Pizzeria Uno’s 
UW-Platteville Campus
Vans Liquor Store
Varsity Sports
Yardarm
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IS THIS GONNA BE ANYTHING LIKE THE O’REILLY FACTOR?

The First Time
Single life is full of first dates, a few 
second dates and sometimes a third 
date that never should have hap-
pened.  Yet they all end the same: 
Standing at the front door saying 
goodbye.  We’ve all been there, that 
awkward moment when each party 
plays psychic detective, summing up 
the evening and quickly formulating 
their exit strategy.  Yet the same ques-
tion is buzzing in each party’s ears:  
To kiss or not to kiss?  

How can something so pure and sim-
ple be so complicated?  Probably be-
cause there are a million ways to screw 
it up.  Yet the internal conversations 
we have with ourselves at that deci-
sive moment are probably our biggest 
obstacle.  Guys wonder if the girl is 
expecting a good night kiss or will she 
think it’s too forward.  Girls worry that 
a reciprocal kiss gives the impression 
we’re open to more; in addition we’re 
obsessing about our hair, make-up and 
whether or not we have on too much 
lipstick.  Of course if the evening went 
badly both parties are hoping the other 
will settle for a good night hug.  Yes, 
the anticipation of such an event as the 
first kiss is an event itself. 

One hot summer evening found me 
in the company of a handsome, am-
bitious and well-educated gentleman.  
With the evening unfolding  right on 
cue; music in the plaza turned into 
dinner and a walk by the river; after 
inspiring conversation over a glass of 
wine we decided to call it a night and 
he drove me home.  By all standards 
this is the textbook definition of the 
perfect first date, until he walks me to 

the door and invites himself in. Hav-
ing no intention of letting him past the 
kitchen, I take a seat on the counter. 
We chat the usual chat and thank each 
other for a pleasant time.  When, con-
fined to the counter like a helpless tar-
get he takes aim and plants a wet one 
on my lips.  After an awkward moment 
he smiles and says “Mmm, nice.”  

“Nice?”  Was he not there for that?  
That was “Mmm, mighty unpleasant.”  

They say you can’t judge a book by its 
cover, but can the potential for a rela-
tionship be summed up by just one kiss?  
Aren’t the lights supposed to dim and 
the music rise when lips join for the first 
time?  Or were we read too many fairy 
tales as children and now our standards 
are so high that we’ve set ourselves up 
for disappointment?  While it’s true that 
not every moment in life is magical, I 
wonder if some spark is required to sus-
tain a lifetime of feelings for someone.  

Well, a few frogs later all I really know is 
that relationships are complicated and 
create more questions than they answer.  
So when that chance encounter is upon 
you, turn off the internal discussion and 
just go for it.   You may generate a spark 
that ignites into flames or find another 
frog, but who knows, that first kiss may 
very well be your last. 
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365 INSTANT  GRATIFICATION  Answers on page 31

365  DOUBLES YOUR SUDOKU FIX!

ANSWERS TO ALL PUZZLES ARE ON PAGE 31 ...  YOU BIG CHEATER!

One weekend and five great movies. 

The Dubuque Film Society will celebrate cinema once again at the Carnegie-
Stout Public Library on January 26 - 28 in the 3rd floor auditorium. Admis-

sion is free, and snacks are included, thanks to a generous donation from the 
Friends of the Carnegie-Stout Library: A popcorn machine! Post-film discussion 

will also be encouraged, so if you wind up hating a movie that one of the other 
attendees absolutely adores, you can engage in mortal combat until one emerges 
victorious. (If you’re into that sort of thing.)

So, in this little quarter page, 365ink will do what others apparently can’t do 
in a three page spread. We’ll actually tell you what movies are playing and 

when. What a novel concept! 

On Friday, January 26, the fun will kick off at 6 p.m. with the classic Bust-
er Keaton silent comedy The Cameraman, and following that will be the 
Busby Berkeley musical Gold Diggers of 1935. On Saturday, January 27, 

movies begin at noon with Billy Wilder’s 1944 film noir masterpiece 
Double Indemnity, starring Fred MacMurray and Barbara Stanw-

yck. After that will be one of the greatest Westerns ever made, 
The Searchers, starring John Wayne as a Civil War veteran 

who spends years searching for his lost niece, kidnapped 
by Indians. The festivities will close on Sunday, Janu-

ary 28, with a masterpiece by recently deceased 
director Robert Altman, Nashville, featuring 

Keith Carradine and Shelley Duvall.

For more information, call the 
Library information desk at 563-
589-4225, option 4, or check 
out the Dubuque Film Society’s 
blog at dubuquefilmsociety.
blogspot.com.

Downtown Business PM 
Tuesday, February 20
While all the Chamber of Commerce after-hours 
mixers make for a good time and a great place 
to do some business networking, the Down-
town Business PM, traditionally held the third 
Tuesday of February and hosted by Dubuque 
Main Street at the Julien Inn, always proves to 
be both well-attended and a heckuva lotta fun.  

A big part of the appeal of the annual event is 
that each year a kooky theme gives participants 
an excuse to dress up in costumes and deco-
rate their booth spaces for fun and prizes. But 
mostly for fun.  Well, this year, the third Tues-
day of February happens to be the 20th of the 
month, but more importantly it is also one of 
the traditionally biggest party days of the year: 
Fat Tuesday.  So what better theme for the trade-
show than “Mardi Gras,” New Orleans style?  

Food will be provided by a variety of down-
town restaurants and beverages by Kirchhoff 
Distributing, Bartinis, Stone Cliff Winery, and 
Dubuque Main Street.  

Besides the costumes, decorations, entertain-
ment, food and fun, the Downtown Business 
PM provides a great opportunity for businesses 

to highlight their unique goods or services to 

Chaber members and guests – the movers and 
shakers of the business community.  Usually 
featuring more than 80 booths sponsored by 
area businesses and non-profits, the tradeshow 
is a great place to learn about new businesses or 
meet potential customers.  Plus, there’s beer.  

The Downtown Business PM is scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 20, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Julien Inn.  Chamber admission to the event is 
$5 for members and $15 for nonmembers.  Busi-
nesses or organizations interested in a booth 
at the Downtown Business PM should contact 
Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400.  
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An Inconspicuous Treasure
by Robert P. Gelms

From time to time I like to write about 
books that were published a while ago. 
Perhaps these are books you might have 
missed or meant to read but just forgot 
about over time. Some are books that 
were not given the attention that they de-
served when first published.

Such is the case with Anthony Burgess’ 
Earthly Powers. This is considered by 
many to be his masterwork, but it had 
more than just the ordinary distractions 
going against it. The miscreant in this 
case happens to be another book written 
by Burgess, A Clockwork Orange.

A Clockwork Orange was published in 
the USA in 1963 to a resounding thud 
both critically and financially. It didn’t 
help matters that the American publisher 
thought that the last chapter of the book, as 
it was published in Great Britain, was too 
sentimental, so it was completely elimi-
nated in the US edition. In fact it wasn’t 
restored in US editions until 1986. The 
two different endings produced two very 
different effects in terms of how you felt 
about the main character, Alex. Burgess 
was not a happy guy. The book continued 
to be ignored by almost everybody.

It didn’t end there.

In 1971 the great film director Stanley 
Kubrick made a wildly popular movie 

based on A Clockwork Orange. The 
book became one of those instant over-
night successes that took 8 years to hap-
pen. Further complicating the story was 
the fact that Kubrick based the movie on 
the American edition of the book. Con-
sequently, the film lacks the last chapter 
of the British edition of the book. When 
the folks in Great Britain saw the movie 
the general reaction was. “What the…?”

In the next 10 years 
Burgess published 
novels, poetry, did 
some reporting for 
newspapers in the 
UK, wrote some clas-
sical music pieces 
and continued to act 
the mild eccentric 
that he was. There is a 
very famous story about 
Burgess when he was the literary critic 
for the Yorkshire Post newspaper. Burgess 
had written a novel, Inside Mr. Enderby, 
under the pseudonym Joseph Kell. He, 
then, proceeded to review the book under 
his real name in the Yorkshire Post. When 
the editor found out that Kell and Burgess 
were the same man he, understandably, 
fired Burgess. Burgess, reportedly, was in-
censed. He argued that if Sir Walter Scott 
had reviewed his own books why couldn’t 
he? Not impressed with Burgess’ argument, 
the editor fired him anyway despite the fact 
that this is where the irony of the Burgess 
review raised its satirical head. Burgess had 
given his own book a savagely bad review.

And so, in December of 1980, along comes 
Earthly Powers. On the surface it seems to 
be a send-up of the blockbuster form of the 
novel. However, something far more sub-
stantial was lurking just below the surface.

The book spans the length and breadth of 
the 20th century recounting the adventures 
of its two main characters, Kenneth Toom-
ey and Don Carlo Campanati.

Toomey is in his 80s. He is the narrator of 
the book looking back on the events of his 

life. He is a moderately suc-
cessful novelist, notorious 
homosexual and an accom-
plished bon-vivant. His list 
of friends, lovers and ene-
mies spans the rich, famous, 
and nefarious of the 20th 
century. The list includes, 
just to name a few, Heinrich 
Himmler, James Joyce, John 
Maynard Keyes, Winston 

Churchill, Ernest Hemingway, 
Joseph Goebbels, and Jim Jones (the Kool 
Aid Jim Jones). Toomey has a special mean-
ing in the life of Goebbels that I’ll let you 
discover by yourself. The most impressive 
fictional friend of Toomey’s is Don Carlo 
Campanati. He is a Catholic priest, even-
tually becomes the pope, and in the book 
plays Yin to Toomey’s Yang.

You will find Kenneth Toomey in the mid-
dle of virtually every important event of 
the 20th century. Toomey has an opinion 
on everything and, in his estimation, we 
are entitled to all of them. Toomey’s and 
Don Carlo’s stories are interwoven into a 
delicate tapestry composed of wry humor, 

biting satire and a serious consideration of 
the use and abuse of power … all kinds of 
power … the spiritual kind as well as the 
earthly kind.

Now, if all of that sounds a little too heavy, 
don’t, worry. It’s an easy read and, as you 
are drawn into Toomey’s world, you start 
to wonder what will happen next because, 
Toomey himself, is unpredictable. Some-
times you like him and sometimes he gives 
life to all that is nasty in human beings. He 
is completely captivating.   

Don Carlo is not Toomey’s moral doppel-
ganger but the other side of the philoso-
pher’s stone. Earthly Powers needs both of 
these characters to succeed not only in the 
thematic ways I have already written about 
but also on a purely plot level. Without the 
reader realizing it, Burgess has been lead-
ing us along to an unnerving revelation 
near the end of the book.

If I haven’t yet convinced you to read Earth-
ly Powers, how about this? You will be in 
danger of splitting your sides from laughter 
when reading the parts involving a shoplift-
ing, bisexual Nazi.

Anthony Burgess died in November of 
1993 at the age of 76. Every obituary men-
tioned A Clockwork Orange; the sympho-
nies he wrote, one of which was premiered 
by the University of Iowa orchestra in Iowa 
City in 1976; and some of his eccentric be-
havior. None of the obits that I read men-
tioned Earthly Powers. Maybe it will always 
be passed over and ignored resulting from 
the notoriety of its more famous literary 
brother. I hope not. As the Brits would say, 
“It’s a ripping good yarn.”

28
I’M MORE A FAN OF UN-EARTHLY POWERS, LIKE THE X-MEN

It seems like I just finished the last column 
and already here I am, sitting down, starting 
again. Like usual, I grab my mug of hazelnut 
coffee, tuck my laptop under my arm and 
shuffle off to the back office where I start 
up a track from Bob Dylan’s Modern Times. 
The music is going, my computer is on and 
my coffee is warm.  Mia, my cat, is busy 
with her usual mischief-making. She stalks 
the perimeter of the room, like a shadow in 
the night, before pouncing onto the desk. 
I gently push her away and gravity pulls 
her quickly to the floor. As she scurries 
away, her belly, swinging from side to side, 
sweeps the linoleum like a rag mop.

I stare at the blank screen and realize 
I don’t have anything to write about.  
Strange.  I always seem to have something 
to write about- I must have done something 
of interest this weekend.  Nope.  Come to 
think of it, I haven’t done a whole hell of a 
lot except catch up on work, read a book, 
and sleep.  It’s one of those weekends. 
Although I’m pleasantly content with my 

self-inflicted boredom, it doesn’t do much 
in terms of getting a column written.  

Frustrated, I look out the 
window to find it snowing.  
Perhaps winter is finally 
here?  Perfect. I can write 
about all the winter activities 
I do in celebration of its 
long awaited return.  While 
I patiently wait for enough 
snow to accumulate to go 
cross-country skiing, I retreat 
to the basement and tackle 
the stacks of unlabeled 
Rubbermaid containers lined 
up against the wall. I spread their contents 
across the cement floor until I finally find 
the one (the last one I look in) that contains 
my winter clothing.  I pull out my snow 
pants, leather-lined gloves, stocking hat, 
thermals and down vest.  I then head 
back up the stairs with the pile of clothing 
balanced in my arms and blocking my 
view.  At the top I trip over Mia, who has 

strategically placed herself to get payback 
for my previous shove.  After regaining my 
balance I head out to the garage to load 
up the skis, which have been laid off since 
December of 2005.  Back inside, I spend 
a good half-hour getting dressed, bundled 

up and ready for a day spent 
on Swiss Valley’s ski trails, 
enjoying the serene beauty 
of gliding down a glass-lined 
path that meanders beneath 
a cathedral of fresh snow 
clinging to skeleton trees.  I 
get in my car, hit the garage 
door opener, and back out.  In 
the driveway I pause and look 
at my winter wonderland only 
to realize it has already ended.  
“Damn you El Nino!” (Which 
is the warm and fuzzy word for 

global warming, which is the scientific term 
for “We’re all hosed.”)  Like a beautiful girl 
in a light white linen sundress, the snow is 
just a gentle tease.  

Back to where I started: in my office, by the 
window, staring at a blank screen.  The cat 
repeats her stealth attack on the computer’s 
monitor, but again I thwart her in mid-air 

with a light tap, which is followed by a 
loud “thud,” which causes the entire house 
to shake.

Maybe I can write about my crazy weekend 
as a temporary bachelor?  Kara has been 
out of town for the last few days, leaving 
me to fend for myself. This scenario has to 
open a door to some wild stories of drunken 
debaucheries. However, my friends, I must 
admit, I am the world’s most pathetic 
bachelor.  Although I could tell a tale of a 
night spent carousing the dives Kara never 
wants to carouse and waking to find myself 
curled up under a tree in Riverview Park 
smelling suspiciously of East Dubuque 
and suffering post-traumatic stress flashes 
of grinding in a techno-colored cage.  But 
instead, I rented some movies, worked at 
Miguel’s, went for a walk, spent some time 
with my parents, other time with my in-
laws, and learned to cook frozen lasagna.  
Not much fodder for a column there.  

Again, back to where I began: Office, 
computer, overly vigilant cat, coffee, Bob 
Dylan and, having done absolutely nothing 
this weekend, having absolutely nothing to 
say.  Maybe I’ll just leave it at that.

Stranger In a Strange Land
                             A 365ink series by Nick Klenske

365 Book Reviews

Author Anthony Burgess
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GALENA AND MARDI GRAS ... COULD BE DANGEROUS!

Bacchanalia!
Galena’s historic Main Street, home to 
some great pizza and Italian food, knows 
how to party ... and in February, they’re 
going to prove it. What, you forgot? Mardi 
Gras is coming up! Beads, bands, bever-
ages, a night in the drunk tank (well, hope-
fully not that last part) are all on tap for the 
weekend of Friday - Sunday, Feb 16 - 18. 

The three-day bacchanalia, organized by 
the Galena Downtown Business Associa-
tion, will kick off on Friday afternoon with 
a pub crawl. (I’ve been on one of those in 
my life, and my liver just flinched from typ-
ing the words ‘pub crawl.’) Beginning at 
Boone’s Place at 4 p.m., Mardi Grasians 
(Lord, I apologize) will make their way up 

Main Street, with costumes encouraged 
(with prizes!) and beads and masks aplenty. 
The debauchery will continue until every-
body wraps up at Fried Green Tomatoes, 
where you can enjoy Ralph “Crawdaddy” 
Kluseman live from 9 to 11:30 p.m.

On Saturday, select snow carving teams 
will sculpt art at Washington Park on Main 
Street from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Galena’s fin-
est restaurants will put on a Cajun food 
contest on Saturday afternoon and come 
Saturday evening they’ll whip up dinner 
and drink specials (is your liver flinch-
ing yet?). And on Sunday, get ready for a 
plethora of Bloody Marys. Oh yes.

Contact the Galena / Jo Daviess Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau toll-free at 815-464-
2536 with any questions about Mardi Gras 
Weekend ... or visit www.galena.org.

Labor of         Love
While its mission is to celebrate the 
past, the Galena History Museum is 
also embracing the present for its excit-
ing new fundraiser: “Labor of Love,” an 
eBay auction featuring the work of Ga-
lena-area artisans and businesspeople.

“I was searching for a signature event for 
the museum, something personal and 
unique, featuring items usually unattain-
able to the general public,” said Helen 
Mayberry, an organizer of the auction. 
“The Galena area is blessed with many 
fine artists and talented craftsmen; I 
thought it would be fun to showcase them 
while raising much-needed funding.”

More than 50 items are on the auction 
block, ranging from the practical to the 
priceless.  Selections include custom-
ized artwork (say you want an image of 
your home, or your pet); a personal mu-
sician, chef or bartender for an evening; 
window-washing; a tour of the 720 AM 
WGN Radio studio in Chicago; home 
pest control; an afternoon on horseback 
with Pauly Shore (OK, maybe not that 
last one) ... but you get the general idea. 
A preview list of auction items may be 
viewed at the historical society’s eBay 
store: www.stores.ebay.com/galenahis-
torymuseum, which will also be the site 

of the actual auction itself. 

Online bidding will begin on Thursday, 
Feb. 1; more detailed information, in-
cluding retail values and minimum bid 
amounts, will appear at that time. Bid-
ding will continue around the clock for 
every day of the auction.  It will end at 
7 p.m. on Feb. 10, with items going to 
the highest bidders.

For those without Internet access (join 
the 21st century, man!), a bidding kiosk 
will be available at the Galena History 
Museum, 211 S. Bench St. in the heart of 
downtown historic Galena, from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. each auction day. Staff will 
be on hand to help visitors place bids or 
to accept and place phone-in bids.

As is often the case with auctions, the 
last few hours may produce a bidding 
frenzy (also known as “sniping” in 
eBay parlance).  To celebrate the pos-
sible madness that ensues from such a 
, a Final Auction Hours Party will take 
place at the history museum from 5-7 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 10.  Wine and 
cheese will be served; the celebration 
is free and open to the public.

For more information about “Labor of 
Love,” just call 815-777-9129 or email 
info@galenahistorymuseum.org.
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A KID’S LIFE TOTALLY ROCKS. TRANSFORMERS, MAN!

A Kids Life
Being a kid was just so much easier, 
wasn’t it? No responsibilities outside of 
doing chores, you’d go outside and play 
all day after your homework was done, 
you never had to worry about insurance 
premiums, you could set off explosives 
with your G.I. Joes and all you got was 
a slap on the wrist ... nowadays, you 
try something like that and Homeland 
Security’ll be all over you like Bryce 
Parks on bacon. The University of Wis-
consin-Platteville knows you remem-
ber those carefree days of youth, and a 
family-friendly show, titled A Kid’s Life!, 
will be performed at UW-P’s Center for 
the Arts on March 6 at 7 p.m. 

A Kid’s Life! is a musical, originally cre-
ated for children ranging in ages 2 - 8.  
The one-hour show begins with Zack, a 
5-year-old boy, and his golden retriever, 
Starsky. Together they embark on an ad-
venture (as all 5-year-olds should do) 

and meet a host of other characters, 
including a gigantic tree and a talking 
alarm clock.

“What excites me about this show,” said 
CFA director John Hassig, “is that the 
company doing this show has created 
activities related to the show that par-
ents can do with their children before 
and after the performance.” 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
kids under 12.  For more information 
or to look up pre-show activities, check 
out the UW-P Web site at www.uwplatt.
edu/arts/cfa/series/shows/kids.html.

A one-man extravaganza is coming and 
this time it’s coming to Platteville. It 
looks like it’s going to be very cool. On 
February 7, at 9 p.m. at the University 
of Wisconsin - Platteville, make plans to 
catch a performance by ... That 1 Guy. 
No, we’re not talking about the guy who 
did the job in that place ... that’s really 
his name. (His stage name, anyway; his 
real name is Mike Silverman).

That 1 Guy’s show draws its influenc-
es from Dr. Seuss, Captain Beefheart, 
Rube Goldberg and Frank Zappa and 
it’s a combination of music, technol-
ogy, science, art and spectacle. How 
so, you ask? It’s all thanks to The Mag-
ic Pipe, a device using stainless steel, 
bass strings, magnetic pickups, an Ap-
palachian handsaw, an electric cow-
boy boot and a smoke machine. 

A graduate of the San Francisco Con-
servatory of Music and a classically 
trained stand-up jazz bassist, Silverman 
has performed across the world in such 
places like Istanbul, Edinburgh, Scot-

land and Australia, with opening gigs for 
artists such as Ani DiFranco. DiFranco 
signed him to her own independent la-
bel and financed his 2004 debut album, 
Songs in the Key of Beotch. (I can’t be-
lieve I just printed that.) He’s releasing 
a new album this coming spring, he just 
kicked off a 30-city cross country tour 
to support Live in the Land of Oz, a 
live concert DVD, and he just recently 
finished a five-week jam session with 
Buckethead, of Guns ‘n’ Roses fame.

Silverman is quick to point out that his 
show is friendly for all ages. “There’s 
a lot to take in,” he says of the indus-
trial / tribal rhythms he creates with 
The Magic Pipe. “When people see me 
play, they just intuitively get it.”

Tickets are $8 for general admission, and 
free to UW-P students with a valid ID 
(Students still jst have a ticket). They’re 
available at the University box office 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday - Friday, or by 
phone at 608-342-1298. For more infor-
mation visit www.uwplatt.edu/ars/cfa.

Chili Chili Chili
Oh, man, who doesn’t dig chili ... beans, 
meat, some spicy goodness guaranteed 
to set your tastebuds ablaze ... eating 
chili is the mark of a true American. If 
you don’t like chili ... well, we’re just 
not going to go there. And since you 
love chili, yes you do, you surely need 
to make room in your calendar for the 
St. Mary’s Safety Patrol Annual Chili 
Supper. Along with the succulent glory 
that is a bottomless bowl of chili, the 
meal will include rolls, cheese, relishes, 
applesauce, beverages and desserts. Se-
nior citizen priority seating will be from 
4:15 to 4:30 p.m., with general admis-
sion seating from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. Ad-
mission is $6 for adults, $4.50 for se-

niors, $3 for children ages 5 - 10 and 
$1 for kids 4 and under. The St. Mary’s 
School is at 345 N. Court Street in Plat-
teville. For more information, contact 
Debbie Weber at 608-342-4819.
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Better limber up those knuckles
It’s a game with so much strategy, so much complexity ... 
is it one-two-three and then fire, or is it one-two-fire? Did 
your opponent cheat the rules and change weapons in 
mid-launch? What are your opponent’s tendencies? Does 
he rely on his trusty warhorse, or is he prone to mixing it up 
at a moment’s notice? How’s your hand feeling? Is it loose, 
or are the fingers starting to tighten up?

No, it’s not Thermo-Global Nuclear War, although that 
would be pretty cool. It’s the nationwide 2007 USA Rock 
Paper Scissors League championship series, and Bud Light 
and Kirchhoff Distributing think you could be a contender. 
(As long as you’re over 21.) 

Local qualifying matches for the tournament began across the 
nation in 325 different markets on January 15, whittling down 
the playing field for competition at the championship meet in 
Las Vegas, which will take place on May 12-13. The televised 
finals will bring competitors together in mortal combat for the 
$50,000 grand prize. Second prize is $50,000, and there will 
also be a Best of 500 Throws endurance match between two 

random finalists, with a new car as the bounty. There will also 
be a costume competition for Bud Light prizes.

This is the second year for the tournament, which in its first 
year drew more than 10,000 rockers, papers and scissor-ers. 

Here in Dubuque, would-be champions can compete in 
any number of qualifying matches, beginning on January 
27 at Budde’s in Key West at 5 p.m. Other dates and loca-
tions throughout February and March include:

Feb. 1 - Dirty Ernie’s, Farley - 7 p.m.
Feb. 2 - Dagwoods, Cascade - 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 3 - Players Sports Bar - 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 - Courtside - 8 p.m.; Breezer’s - 10 p.m.
Feb. 15 - Easy Street - 10 p.m.
Feb. 16 - Bricktown - 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 22 - Julien Inn - 8 p.m.; Hammerheads - 10 p.m.
Feb. 27 - Total Chaos - 10 p.m.
March 15 - Jumpers - 9 p.m. (Last chance to qualify)
March 31 - Jumpers - 4 p.m. (Tri-State Finals!)

Questions on page 6.

1. B. The Adams Farwell was manufactured in 
Dubuque. Only 52 from 1898 - 1907. Only one 
is known to exist today.

2. C. Half of the Roshek building was built com-
pletely to house the inventory of the store, then 
the old building was demolished and the second 
half was completed.

3. A. There was an 11th Street Elevator across 
from the Carnegie Stout Public Library.

4. D. Four points. Don’t insult my intelligence.

5. D. Mississippi Stout doesn’t exist. And neither 
do the others anymore, unfortunately.

6. D. Red Faber played for the Chicago White Sox 
and avoided the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

7. C. Louis Murphy Park was named for Senator 
Richard Louis Murphy following his 1936 death.

8. B. Jay Berwanger won the first-ever Heisman Tro-
phy in 1935. It resides now at Senior High School, 
his alma mater. At the time it was not as big of a 
deal and spent time as a doorstop in his  home.

9. B. The Library paid $350 for “The Appraisal” 
which was itself appraised in the ‘80s for nearly 
a million dollars. 

10. C. The Athaneum actually stood in the same 
location but was gutted by fire, some say by the 
Kate Claxton jinx, but the name was never ap-
plied to the current theater.
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MY CANNON BEATS YOUR SCISSORS ANY DAY OF THE WEEK

My Night! @365

Here’s a look at the party at Eichman’s Tap on Saturday, January 20, with music by the Rocket Surgeons and lots of girls!

We want your photos too! 
Send us a picture of you having fun in Dubuque to mynight@dubuque365.com and you could be the next Ny Night feature photo!
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