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{ bryce’s inkubator } gonna feed my calf and head to town.

Here’s a feel-good story for you. So my 
family (on my father’s side) has a farm in the 
metropolis of Stizer, Wisconsin. I’m no farmer, 
but I did spend some formative summers on 
the farm making hay for Grandpa, watching 
wrasslin’ on TV with Grandma (yes, she loved 
wrestling) and eating grasshoppers (the ice 
cream kind, not the bugs). 

When my grandfather stopped farming in 
the late 90’s, he sold off most of his tractors 
including two vintage and well used 
Minneapolis Moline’s. To say they showed their 
years would be a massive understatement. But 
even as beat down as they were, people knew 
that there was something special at the heart 
of those machines still. And that is why each 
tractor went to friends of the family who were 
going to restore them to their former glory. And 
that’s exactly what they did almost 20 years ago. 

Since that time, the farm has remained a non-
working farm, but that’s not to say it is idle. The 
farmable land is indeed farmed right up to the 
house and barn and as of last weekend, cattle 
were drinking from the water troughs below 
the barn. Neighboring farms have leased the 
land to continue farming it. 

While the family gathers on occasion to build 
new fences and keep the farm up, the fact is 
that it has been my uncle Roger Heberlein 
and his family, notably his sons, my cousins, 
Scott and Ryan (above) who have not just 
kept the place running, but also turned it into 
a beautiful retreat that the family continues 
to enjoy for gatherings and summer fun. Not 
to mention that they, including Roger’s wife 
Diane and my other cousin Tesha, cared for 
Grandma for the last 20 years of her life as well. 
She passed just last year. When my dad passed 
away a fews years ago, before his mother, I 
inherited part of his portion of the farm, but 

the truth is I don’t think I really deserve it.  
They should get it. They’ve certainly earned it.

There’s a lot of pride and a lot of love on that 185 
acre stretch of Liberty Ridge Road. I even wrote 
a song about it once. Well, recently, part of that 
pride and love came back home. 

Following a very prestegious run on the show 
tractor circuit, Waybe Stotesbury, the man who so 
beautifully restored our 1953 Minneapolis Moline 
ZB, offered it back to the family. And in true farmer 
style, he offered it back for only what her had in it, 
about $3,800. This despite being offered $10,000 
for the tractor from other collectors. Sometimes 
blood is thicker than, well, let’s just say some 
farmers still live by a code of honor. Naturally, the 
family jumped at the chance to get it back.

But first they had to let it have its glory in one 
more big Minneapolis-Moline show in Rice Lake, 
Wisconsin. It’s already been tractor of the year 
and you know you’ve got a prized piece on your 
hands when the marketing for the huge show 
uses the image of you tractor on the buttons, 
right? Mr. Stotesbury allowed my cousins Jeff 
Holloway and Ryan Heperlein to drive the 
tractor in the parade at the event before the 
family brought it back home where it now 
resides, parked inside the barn, which itself has 
been completely remodeled into a cabin of sorts 
for the family. So basically, she’s parked in the 
living room, if you will. Right where she belongs. 

And thanks to the honor of the other man who 
restored the other Moline, Alan Eck, we’re also 
going to be getting the other one back, too. I 
remember as a youngster we made hay on Alan’s 
land, and I used to stack hay in his barn. He had 
more barns, but those were filled with amazingly 
restored tractors of all kinds, many with steel 
wheels before the days of rubber. He recently 
passed away as well and willed the tractor back to 
my family. How cool is that? I guess we’ll have to 
park that one in the kitchen. See more pix of the 
tractor and the farm at facebook.com/Bryce365.

http://www.diamondjo.com
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365ink Lunchtime Jams! 
Hosted by your own 365 crew and spon-
sored by Prudential Financial and Car-
los O’Kelly’s, Lunchtime Jams feature 
laid-back lunchtime performances by 
great local acoustic musicians in shady 
Town Clock Plaza every Friday around 
lunchtime (weather permitting). Lunch-
time Jams also features great food 
from Carlos O’Kelly’s with many other 
fantastic dining options in the imme-
diate area. Jams are planned to run 
through the first Friday in September.  
Upcoming Performers include…  
July 18 – Maureen Kilgore  
July 25 – Roy Schroedl

DBQ Farmers’ Market   
Saturdays, 7 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Iowa Street between 13th & 10th St. 
Market season kicks off with starter plants, 
fresh spring produce, baked goods, meat, 
cheese, wine, hand made crafts and jew-
elry, and MORE... like Adobo’s breakfast 
burritos and East Mill English muffins! 
Check out the brand new online inter-
active map of our vendors, with weekly 
drill-down capabilities: http://maps.man-
agemymarket.com/1426

Ghost Players at Field of Dreams 
Sundays, July 20, 1 p.m.  
28995 Lansing Rd., Dyersville, IA 
See the famous Ghost Players perform 

their “Greatest Show on Dirt” and have 
a fun-filled family afternoon. For more 
information, visit www.dyersville.org.

Tri-State Wind Symphony  
Thursdays, July 17, 24, & 31, 7:30 p.m. 
Eagle Point Park band shell,  
2901 Shiras Ave., Dubuque  
Join the Tri-State Wind Symphony (TSWS) 
for evening concerts every Thursday in a 
beautiful setting. TSWS will play pieces 
from symphonic repertoire, easy listening, 
and a few rousing marches. Every other 
Thursday, TSWS hosts other musical guests. 
This month’s lineup includes the Dubuque 
Fiddlers (July 10), TSWS with guest conduc-
tor Mike Omarzu (July 17), Big Band Express 
(July 24), and the TSWS Season Favorites 
Concert (July 31). The concert series is 
free with park admission. Bring your lawn 
chairs and a picnic. For more information, 
 visit www.tsws.org.

Great Jones County Fair  
Thursday-Sunday, July 17-20  
Great Jones County Fairgrounds  
700 N. Maple St., Monticello, IA  
The Great Jones County Fair is known for 
booking great entertainment. This year’s 
incredible lineup includes Miranda Lambert 
with Tyler Farr on Thursday, Luke Bryan with 
Lee Brice on Friday, Kid Rock with Gunnar 
& the Grizzly Boys on Saturday, and Chris 
Tomlin with Colton Dixon on Sunday. Visit 
www.GreatJonesCountyFair.com.

Hometown Festival Week  
Friday-Sundays, July 18-27  
Platteville, WI  
Enjoy a variety of offerings that are a part 
of the Hometown Festival Week. Friday, 
walk in the vineyard at Bauer-Kearns Win-
ery. Saturday, enjoy the Hometown Hog 
Roast at Pizzeria Uno’s Back Bar. Sunday 
features the Platteville Kiwanis Annual 
Vic Pagenkoff Pancake Breakfast at Platte-
ville United Methodist Church and an ice 
cream social at Stone Cottage. Tuesday, 
join Southwest Health Center’s Straw-
berry Festival at Legion Field. Wednesday, 
Chamber Business After Hours is hosted 
at QueenB Radio.  At City Park, enjoy Party 
in the Park on Thursday and the Festival of 
the Arts on the second Saturday. For more 
information, visit www.platteville.com.

wanna go to market? craving burrito!{ tri-state events }

http://www.grahamsdbq.com
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Dubuque... and All That Jazz! 
Friday, July 18, 5 - 9:30 p.m.  
Town Clock Plaza  
Dubuque Main Street free summer 
concert series, Dubuque… and All That 
Jazz!, contunites under the Town Clock on 
July 18, with the return of The Business. All 
concerts are held under the Town Clock 
on Friday evenings, from 5-9:30 p.m. 
Food and beverages begin at 5 p.m. Jazz! 
also means the chance to connect with 
fellow Dubuquers over delicious dinner 
options from local food vendors, in addition 
to ice-cold beer and Pepsi products served 
by the Dubuque Jaycees. This year’s 
selection of food vendors includes: Beauty 
& The Beef, Carlos O’Kellys, The Food Store, 
Freddie’s Popcorn, The Morning Weenie, 
Town Clock Inn, Watershed Café, and West 
Dubuque Tap. . Upcoming Jazz dates are  
August 15 featuring 10 of Soul and  
September 5 featuring The Lonely Goats.

Iron Battle on the Mississippi 
Sat-Sun, July 19-20, 8:15 a.m.  
Grand River Center, 500 Bell St.  
The United Powerlifting Association 
(UPA) hosts a full power, bench, ironman, 
and deadlift completion. Spectators may 
attend the event for $10 either day or $15 
for both days; children 10 and under are 
admitted free.  Visit www.upapower.com.

Artists on the Porch  
Saturdays,July 19, & 26  
Outside the Lines Art Gallery  
From 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Outside the 
Lines Gallery, 409 Bluff St., Dubuque, each 
Saturday through the first half of August 
offers a different artist who will demon-
strate their artistry and spend quality time 
with the visitors to the gallery and Cable 
Car Square. Each artist will make the porch 
their own and will offer additional artwork 
for sale above and beyond artwork shown 
in the gallery. This month features Amber 
Ruden (July 19), and Alda Kaufman (July 
26). Visit www.otlag.com.

You Don’t Know Jack Poker Run 7 
Saturday, July 19  
New Diggings General Store & Inn 
Jack’s back for the seventh annual poker 
run hosted by Lou and Kelli at New Diggings 
General Store & Inn. Inspired by the story of 
Jackson Hoeger (and by meeting him), a 
young friend of 365ink’s Bryce Parks, who 
fought and beat impossible odds to survive 
a rare form of brain cancer, the annual ride 
is a fundraiser for cancer research. There is 
a 110 mile Run for cars and Motorcycles and 
a 22 mile ride for bicycles. $15 per person 
includes a great meal after the run . There 
will also be a 70/30 split on the poker run 
with 50/50 drawings at each stop. And 
at the end, stick around for the Joie Wails 
band live at 6 p.m. The Run begins and ends 
at New Diggings General Store & Inn at the 
corner of County W and I North in New Dig-
gings, Wisconsin. Doors open at 10 a.m. and 
the first group is out at 11:30 a.m. with final 
poker hands drawn at “the Diggs” at 6 p.m. 
For more info, contact the Diggs at 608-
965-3231 or visit www.newdiggs.com.

brain-freeze!{ tri-state events }
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Author Ellen Wittenbrink  
Sunday, July 20th, 1-2 p.m.  
River Lights Bookstore  
This is a story about 
Ellen Wittenbrink 
and her beautiful 
Arabian horse, Taj. 
He was her horse, 
close friend and 
partner for twenty-
six years. Several 
of Ellen’s friends 
encouraged her to 
write down her stories about Taj so now 
we can all enjoy reading about The Life 
and Adventures of a Gentle Horse.

Dubuque County Fair  
Tuesday-Sunday, July 22-27  
See page 11!

Shullsburg Music in the Park 
The annual Music in the Park concert 
series offers music from a variety of area 
artists throughout the summer. Food 
and beverage will be available for pur-
chase at each event. Concert goers are 

encouraged to bring their lawn chairs 
or blankets.  The events are held rain 
or shine.  A nightly drawing is being 
added to the concert’s agenda this year.   
Visit www.shullsburgmusicinthepark.com. 
Takin’ The 5th  
Thursday, July 24, Badger Park  
This talented trio of musicians entertains 
with a genre of contemporary classic rock 
and a splash of country, their wide range 
of covers span from Neil Diamond and 
Johnny Cash to Eric Clapton and The Eagles. 
The Dylan Doyle Band  
Thursday, July 31, Badger Park  
This up-and-coming group of musi-
cians is touring with unique musical 
interpretations that lies somewhere 
within the delta of rock, rockabilly 
and the blues and with an appeal that 
spans a large audience of all ages. 
The Fever River String Band   
Thursday, August 7, Badger Park 
The concert series’ signature band has many 
influences from Charlie Poole, Hank Williams 
Sr., and Johnny Cash to Old Crow Medicine 
Show and the Foghorn String Band.

Letters to Lotte  
Tuesday July 22, 7 p.m.   
United Methodist Church  
125 S. Bench St.  
Cory Ritterbusch, the Nine Galena Gener-
als’ John C. Smith enactor, will give a brief 
program and a reading of six original bat-
tlefield letters written from Smith to his 
wife Lotte. These recent acquisitions and 
other John C. Smith artifacts will also be 

on display for public viewing. A reception 
will follow in the Church fellowship hall. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Call 815.777.9129 for more details.

Iowa Ghosts and the Afterlife 
Thursday, July 24, 7 p.m.  
Carnegie-Stout Public Library  
3rd Floor Aigler Auditorium  

Terry Fisk, co-author of 
“The Iowa Road Guide to 
Haunted Locations”, will 
give an hour-long pre-
sentation at Carnegie-
Stout Public Library, Fisk 
will discuss his confron-
tations with the famous 

skeptic and debunker James Randi. He 
will also describe his ghost investigations 
with world-renowned medium, Allison 
DuBois (the real-life inspiration for the 
hit CBS TV series, Medium), and psychic 
Chip Coffey (from TVs Paranormal State 
and Psychic Kids). This session examines 
some of the haunted locations in Iowa 
personally investigated by Mr. Fisk. He will 
share photos, case histories, eyewitness 
accounts, and ghost lore. Come explore 
the unknown! The program is free, suit-
able for all ages, and open to the public.

All Star Cabaret Night  
Tuesday, July 29, 7:30 p.m.  
Grand Opera House  
Cast members of Oliver and The Produc-
ers will present their personal favorite 
Broadway tunes in this cabaret.  Directors 
and music directors of the summer shows 
will also be featured.  General admission 
is $10. For more information, visit www.
thegrandoperahouse.com.

Modern Landscapes:   
Paintings by Grant William Thye 
July 25 – October 19  
Dubuque Museum of Art  
Experience a modern view of Midwest land-
scapes in the latest exhibition at Dubuque 
Museum of Art featuring eleven paintings 
by Grant William Thye. Thye is a Chicago-
based artist who also manages the family 

{ tri-state events } u can fix it with food.

http://www.happyjoes.com
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farm that he grew up on in Iowa. As a farmer 
and an artist, Thye has a unique relation-
ship to the landscape. Thye paints what 
he knows best and in a style that brings a 
contemporary feel to a traditional subject. 
A member preview for the exhibition will 
be held Thursday, August 14, 2014 from 5-7 
P.M. Sponsored by Cottingham & Butler.

Jo Daviess County Fair  
Thursday-Sunday, July 31-August 3 
Warren, IL  
The 153rd Annual Jo Daviess County Fair, 
High St., Warren, IL, is sponsored by the Jo 
Daviess County Agricultural Society. The 
fair begins Thursday with entertainment 
at the grandstand, the Jo Daviess County 
Fair Queen Contest and Little Princess, 
and the beer tent with Discman DJ. Friday 
features open beef, rabbit, and poultry 

judging, a carnival, watermelon eating 
contest, a kid’s bicycle giveaway, Badger 
State Tractor Pull, and entertainment by 
Sam Wooden.  Friday is also Kid’s Day with 
many free activities all afternoon. Satur-
day includes junior and open dairy, sheep, 
and junior beef judging, the Iron Anchor 
Pulling Association, a talent show at the 
Grandstand, the International Pro Rodeo 
Association, entertainment by Sexy Ester, 
Grey Matter Mechanics, and a gun raffle 
drawing. The fair concludes Sunday with 
Discman DJ, a Queens Auction at the 
Grandstands, gauntlet race, and a demoli-
tion derby.  A carnival will be held every 

day of the fair. Admission to the grounds 
is free every evening after 9:00 p.m. For 
more information, visit www.jodaviess-
countyfair.org.

Grant County Fair  
Sunday-Sunday, August 10-17  
Grant County, WI Fairgrounds  
916 E. Elm St., Lancaster, WI  
The Grant County Fair features 4-H, FFA, 
and youth projects, carnival rides, a 

demolition derby, and other entertain-
ment. For more information, visit www.
GrantCountyFairWI.org.

{ tri-state events } gonna be extra prayed-up!

FIND WALDO IN DUBUQUE! 
Where’s Waldo? In Dubuque, of course!   The 
famous children’s book character in the 
striped shirt and black-rimmed specs is vis-
iting twenty-five different local businesses 
throughout our community this July. Those 
who spot him can win prizes, including but-
tons, book coupons and more.  Waldo and 
newly added for 2014, his faithful dog 
Woof, figures will be well hidden in local 
business establishments. Find Waldo is 
a great summer vacation activity, and 
a wonderful way for residents to sup-
port local business and the Shop Local 
movement. Pick up a “Find Waldo Local 
in Dubuque!” passport with the names of 

all the participating sites, and get their pass-
port stamped or signed for each Waldo they 
spot. The first 100 Waldo seekers to get their 
passports stamped or signed at ten or more 
sites can bring their passports back to River 
Lights Bookstore to receive an “I found Waldo” 
pin. Collecting store stamps or signatures at 
twenty or more businesses will entitle diligent 

seekers to enter in a grand prize drawing 
on July 31, with the top prize being a 6-vol-

ume deluxe set of Waldo books. There is no 
charge to participate, and the hunt lasts 

for the entire month of July. For more 
information about hunting for Waldo 
and Woof in Dubuque, call River Lights 

at (563) 556-4391.

http://www.dupaco.com
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Rising Star Theatre Company 
presents Disney’s TARZAN  
July 17-19, 7:30 p.m., July 19, 2 p.m.  
Five Flags Theater   
Rising Star Theeatre Company is thrilled 
to announce the area debut of Disney’s 
TARZAN.  Based on Disney’s epic animated 
musical adventure and Edgar Rice Bur-
rough’s Tarzan of the Apes,  TARZAN  fea-
tures heart-pumping music by rock legend 

Phil Collins and a book by Tony Award-
winning playwright, David Henry Hwang. 
High-flying excitement and hits like the 
Academy Award winning “You’ll Be in My 
Heart” as well as “Son of Man” and “Two 
Worlds” make  TARZAN  an unforgettable 
theatrical experience. Flying effects for 
TARZAN will be provided by ZFX, Inc., a 
nationally recognized flying company.

Performances are July 11 - 13 & 17 – 19 
at the Five Flags Theater.  Tickets are $11 
(plus fees) and can be purchased at the 
Five Flags Theatre Box Office or ticketmas-
ter.com. Tickets for TARZAN are currently 
on sale and can be purchased at the Five 
Flags Theatre Box Office or ticketmaster.
com. Visit www.risingstartheatrecom-
pany.com for more information.

{ performing arts } u r not a lunkhead.

The Galena Festival of the  
Performing Arts: Season 14
The Isthmus Brass  
Friday, July 18, 7:30 p.m.  
Grace Episcopal Church  
Comprised of the finest professional brass play-
ers in the Midwest, the Isthmus Brass is Wiscon-
sin’s premiere large brass ensemble featuring 
everything from Renaissance to Big Band jazz.

Bettman and Halpin:   
Acoustic Americana  
Saturday, July 19, 7:30 p.m.  
Grace Episcopal Church  
Enjoy irresistible lyrics, transcendent har-
monies and roof-raising instrumentals form 
masters Stephaine Bettman and Luke Hal-
pin. (Free, but donations encouraged.) 

Dinner and Transportation  
Fried Green Tomatoes Restaurant  
213 N Main St, Galena  
Enjoy a three-course, prix-fixe menu prior 
to each evening concert for $25 per person.  
Price includes FREE transportation to and from 
the concert venues.  Reservations required:  
815.777.3938 or www.friedgreen.com. Visit 
www.galenafpa.org for up to date info.

Glenn Miller Orchestra 
Friday August 8  
Grand Opera House   
Led by Nick Hilscher, a first rate 
singer of the American Song-
book, this legendary orchestra 
has been “on the road” longer 
and more continuously than any 
other in the whole world, having 
celebrated its 58th year anniver-
sary on June 6, 2014. Adult tick-
ets are $22 in advance and $25 
at the door. Under 12 tickets are 
$15. This performance is spon-
sored by The Fuerste Eye Clinic 
in cooperation with the Grand. 

Sweet Dreams & Honky Tonks 
Sunday August 10, 2 p.m.  
Grand Opera House  

The Grand welcomes an 
entertaining new musi-
cal revue - Sweet Dreams & 
Honky  Tonks:  The Music & 
Lives of Hank Williams, Loretta 
Lynn, Patsy Cline and Johnny 
Cash. This musical celebra-
tion of four legends of country 
music stars Tom Waselchuk 
and Jami Lampkins and 
their band, The Dang-Its. 

Dubuque audiences may have 
seen the band as part of the 
Dubuque Arts Council Arbo-
retum series in both 2012 and 
2013. They also appear regu-

larly on RFD-TV’s Midwest Country music 
showcase. All tickets are $25.

http://www.thegrandoperahouse.com
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Reefer Madness  
Thursday, July 17, 7 p.m.  
Saturday, July 19, 7 p.m.  
Eronel Art+ Music Venue  
Trainwreck Productions (TWP), 
Dubuque’s found-space theatre com-
pany, presents Reefer Madness at Ero-
nel Art + Music Venue, 285 Main St., 
Dubuque at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 
17 and Saturday, July 19.

The raucous musical comedy inspired 
by the original 1936 film of the same 
name, takes a tongue-in-cheek look at 
the hysteria caused when clean-cut kids 
fall prey to marijuana, leading them 
on a hysterical downward spiral filled 
with evil jazz music, sex, and violence. 
Tickets are $10 in advance from Eronel 
(available beginning in July) and $15 
at the door. For more information, visit 
www.TrainwreckProductions.org.

Shrek the Musical  
July 17 - 20  
Bell Tower Theater  
Shrek the Musical, based on the Oscar® 
winning DreamWorks film that started 
it all, brings the hilarious story of every-
one’s favorite ogre to dazzling new life 
on the stage. Two casts of performers for 
this show include  kids ages 7 to 16 from 
throughout the area. Remaining pefor-
mances are 7 p.m. on July 17, 18, 19 and 2 

p.m. on July 19 and 20. For more informa-
tion including details on which cast per-
forms which shows and tickets, visit www.
belltowertheater.net, call 563-588-3377 or 
visit the theater at 2728 Asbury Road.

Heartland Festival 
Give My Regards   
to Broadway!
July 18, & 19
Join Heartland company members as they 
sing songs from their favorite Broadway 
shows. This fun-filled evening will include 
a cash bar and complimentary snacks and 
desserts. This evening of cabaret, cocktails, 
and confections promises to be a night to 
remember. This show is for all ages. Tickets 
are $14 for adults, $11 for UWP students, 
and $6 for under 18.

Mel Brook’s The Producers 
July 25-26, 31, Aug 2-3 7:30 p.m.  
July 27, Aug 3, 2 p.m.  
Grand Opera House  
The Grand Opera House 5th annual high 
school/college all-star musical production is 
Mel Brooks’ THE PRODUCERS. This hysterical, 
tuneful romp sets the standard for modern, 
outrageous, in-your-face humor.  The plot is 
simple: a down-on-his-luck Broadway pro-
ducer and his mild-mannered accountant 
come up with a scheme to produce the most 
notorious flop in history thereby bilking their 
backers (all “little old ladies”) out of millions of 
dollars. Only one thing goes wrong: the show 
is a smash hit! The antics of Max Bialystock 
and Leo Bloom as they maneuver their way 
fecklessly through finding a show (the glori-
ously offensive “Springtime For Hitler”), hiring 
a director, raising the money and finally going 
to prison for their misdeeds is an insanely 
funny adventure. Tickets for The Producers 
are: adult $22 advance/$25 at the door; under 
21 $12 and available online at www.thegran-
doperahouse.com, by phone at 563-588-1305 
M-F 12 noon to 4 pm and 1 hour before show 
time or in person at the Grand box office, 
135 West 8th Street, Dubuque, IA 52001  
The Grand offers FREE PARKING in the Iowa 
Street ramp. 

{ summer theatre } lot of sap.

http://www.thegrandoperahouse.com
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Art @ your library
Show: Now-July 23
Carnegie-Stout Public Library

Atmospheres: Cloudscapes and Calligraphy
Now-Sunday, July 27
Gallery C (900 Jackson St)

Rountree Gallery: That Tree
Now-Sunday, July 27
Rountree Gallery (Platteville, WI)

9x9x3: New Visions
Now-Sunday, Aug 3
Dubuque Museum of Art

From the Permanent Collection: 
Ilze Siltumens-Holzer
Now-Sunday, Aug 3
Dubuque Museum of Art

Lake Ripley: 1943 - Art Exhibition of Elizabeth 
Eagle
Now-Wednesday, Aug 6
Nash Gallery

9th Annual Sinsinawa Dominican Heritage Exhibit
Now-Friday, Aug 8
Sinsinawa Mound Center  
Art Gallery (Sinsinawa, WI)

Music in the Gardens
Sundays: Now–Aug 24
Dubuque Arboretum
• July 20: Endless Summer
• July 27: Kids from Wisconsin

Lake Ripley: 1943 - Art Exhibition of Elizabeth Eagle
Now-Wednesday, Aug 6
Nash Gallery

Alda Kaufman and Billy Cho
Now-Sunday, Aug 31
Outside the Lines Art Gallery

Artists on the Porch
Saturdays: Now-Aug 16 @ 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Outside the Lines Art Gallery
• July 19: Amber Ruden – jewelry making
• July 26: Alda Kaufman – watercolor painting

The Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
July 17-19 @ 7:30 p.m.
Grace Episcopal Church (Galena, IL)
• Thursday, July 17: The Kipperton String Quartet
• Friday, July 18: The Isthmus Brass
• Saturday, July 19: Bettman and Halpin: Acoustic 
Americana

Reefer Madness
July 17 and 19 @ 7 p.m., Eronel

Disney’s TARZAN
July 17 and 19 @ 7:30 p.m., July 19 @ 2 p.m.
Five Flags Theater

Tri-State Wind Symphony 
Thursdays: July 17, 24 and 31 @ 7:30 p.m.
Eagle Point Park Band Shell

Shullsburg Music in the Park
Thursdays @ 7-8:30 p.m.
Badger Park (Shullsburg, WI)
• July 17: Classical Blast
• July 24: Takin’ The 5th
• July 31: Dylan Doyle Band
• Aug 7: Fever River String Band

Shrek the Musical
July 17-19 @ 7 p.m., July 19-20 @ 2 p.m.
Bell Tower Theater

Dubuque... and All That Jazz!
Friday, July 18 @ 5-9:30 p.m. 
Town Clock Plaza 
Suitcase Art Exhibit
Friday, July 18 @ 5:30-7 p.m.
Great River Gallery (Bellevue, IA)

Heartland Festival
University Wisconsin-Platteville, Center for the Arts
• July 18 and 19: Give My Regards to Broadway!
• July 19 and 20: Shrek, The Musical

Little Shop of Horrors
July 18-26 @ 7:30 p.m.
Mineral Point Opera House (Mineral Point, WI)

Author Ellen Wittenbrink 
Sunday, July 20 @ 1-2 p.m. 
River Lights Bookstore 

Letters to Lotte
Tuesday, July 22 @ 7 p.m.
United Methodist Church (Galena, IL)

The Producers - A Musical by Mel Brooks
July 25-26, 31 @ 7:30 p.m., June 27 @ 2 p.m.
Grand Opera House

Modern Landscapes: Paintings by Grant William Thye
July 25–October 19 
Dubuque Museum of Art 
All Star Cabaret Night
Tuesday, July 29 @ 7:30 p.m.
Grand Opera House

Cultural Expressions: Open Mic
Wednesday, July 30 @ 7-9 p.m.
Nash Gallery

Rock-N-Roll Rewind
August 1–2, Mississippi Moon Bar

Peter Pan
August 7-10, Five Flags Theater

Glenn Miller Orchestra
Friday, August 8 
Grand Opera House 
Waist Watchers the Musical
August 8-10, 14-17, 21-24
Bell Tower Theater

Sweet Dreams & Honky Tonks
Sunday, August 10 @ 2 p.m.
Grand Opera House

Exhibition of Rejects: The Salon
Call for Artists Deadline: Friday, August 15
Reception: Saturday, August 30 @ 6-10 p.m.
Show: August 30-October 4
DAAC Gallery (902 Main St)

10th Annual Irish Hooley
August 22 and 23
Mississippi Moon Bar and 
Alliant Amphitheater

See a full, updated list of arts 
events on Dubuque365.com or 
use the QR code here...

http://mattercreative.org/
http://www.premierbanking.com
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{ dubuque county fair } hungry every 30 minutes.

61st Annual Dubuque County Fair  
Tuesday, July 22 – Sunday, July 27  
Dubuque County Fairgrounds

Are you ready for that yearly event that screams,  “SUMMER!”? 
If you’re hungry for cotton candy, funnel cakes and 
lemonade, pumped for midway rides, livestock, and games, 
with live music, beer and a demolition derby all thrown into 
one weeklong celebration of Dubuque County in all of it’s 
glory, you’re ready for the 61st Annual Dubuque Country Fair!

Fair week kicks off on Tuesday, July 22, and with carnival rides, 
18 concessionaires, 13 outdoor and 40 indoor exhibitors, 
five barns of various animals available every day, there’s too 
much to do in only one day!  

Just about everything that you can imagine, you’ll 
find at the Dubuque County Fair! The Creative Arts 
Exhibition, located in the Creative Arts Building, hosts 
hobbyists, cooks, and anyone creative enough to enter, 
with competitions for prizes. Hy-Vee’s Big Top Tent 
will host juggling comedian Aaron Bonk, Randy Erwin 
Roping and Yodeling, bingo Tuesday through Friday, 
Feud Frenzy Game Show, and much more. The Coca-
Cola/Jumpin’ Jane’s Tent will also offer fun for all ages, 
including ventriloquist Rick Jenkins, a jump rope contest, 
balloon animal contest, and eating contest, among 
others. And that’s not even counting the Exhibit Hall, the 
4-H Community Center, and the Outdoor Exhibit Park, 
featuring this year’s Elephant Encounter and more.

From rock to country, when it comes to live music, there’s 
something for everyone! This year’s big performances 
under the Grandstand include .38 Special and Black Stone 
Cherry on Friday night, and Scotty McCreary with special 
guest The Last Ride on Saturday night. Friday night’s 

concert tickets range $5 to $25, while Saturday’s are in 
the $10 to $30 range, not including gate admission. Local 
and regional artists, including Brown Bottle, Back Roads, 
Hard Salami, Menace, Nutzy Turtle, The Last Ride, 5th Fret 
and The Mighty Wheel House will also be performing at 
the fair on the Diamond Jo Stage in the Bud Light Beer 
Garden, giving the adults a chance to throw a few back 
and enjoy the festivities their way. 

Gates open at 8 a.m. daily. Admission is $10 and parking is 
free, with free shuttles to fair gates.

Tuesday, July 22  
Get in before noon, and your admission is half price! Stick 
around for the draft horse pull at 2 p.m., then get ready for 
carnival rides for one ticket each from 4 p.m. till 11. Don’t 
forget about the 20th Annual Julien Dubuque Stock Car 
Races at 7, and music by Brown Bottle in the Beer Garden!

Wednesday, July 23  
It’s Kids’ Day! Free kids’ activities will take place all day, 
including the Little Tykes Pedal Pull at 1 p.m. and the 
World Famous Frog Jump at 4 p.m. Grab a bracelet for $23 
and hop on as many rides as you’d like (or as many as you 
can handle) from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. Check out the NTPA 

Tractor Pull  at 7 p.m., and enjoy the sounds of Back Roads 
at 8 p.m. in the Beer Garden.

Thursday, July 23  
Blue Ribbon Thursday and 4-H Auction Day. Ride bracelets 
are $23, allowing you to play from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m., there 
will be Dilly Bar, Pie and Hot Dog eating contest, as well as 
a Lego contest, as well as Bull Riding at 7 p.m. under the 
Grandstand. Hard Salami takes stage in the Beer Garden.

Friday, July 24  
The Open Class Dairy Show begins at 8 a.m. and the 
Open Class Dairy Show starts at 10 a.m. If you don’t catch 
.38 Special and Black Stone Cherry at 7 p.m., check out 
Menace at 9 p.m. in the Beer Garden. 

Saturday, July 25  
Get ready for The Barnyard Charge at 8 a.m. and choose 
from 1 of 2 obstacle courses: one designed for beginners 
and kids, or the advanced course for ages 16 and up. The 
Farm Bureau BBQ cook-off begins at 10 a.m., where you can 
compete or taste the creations. Nutzy Turtle plays an early 
show at the Beer Garden stage at 10:30 a.m. Buy your ride 
bracelets before today at Theisen’s and save $5 on Family 
Day while you ride from noon to 11 p.m. Scotty McCreary 
takes the Grandstand stage at 7:30 p.m., and special guest 
The Last Ride hits the Beer Garden stage at 9 p.m.

Sunday, July 26  
Time to get down and dirty with the mud volleyball 
tournament starting at 9 a.m., then prepare for destruction 
with the demolition derby beginning at noon. It’s also 
your last chance to buy tickets for the Great Grocery 
Giveaway and hop on the midway rides from noon to 9 
p.m. for $23. 5th Fret will be jamming on the Beer Garden 
stage at 1 p.m. for some midday entertainment, while 
IMCA racing series begins at 7 p.m. Don’t forget that the 
fair wraps up with The Mighty Wheelhouse performing in 
the Beer Garden at 7 p.m.

For more information, visit www.dbqfair.com. For concert 
information, call 563.588.1999.
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my head is lumpy.

Rock & Roll Rewind 
A Benefit for Albrecht Acres 
August 1-2 
Mississippi Moon Bar

By Mike Ironside

It’s no secret that Dubuque and the surrounding area has a 
rich and vibrant live music scene.  Pick up any issue of 365ink 
and look at the live music listings for any given weekend.  Not 
only will there be multiple choices on Friday and Saturday 
nights (not to mention week nights) but even on Sundays, 
a music lover might have a dozen or more opportunities to 
find live music around the Tri-States.  (We actually counted 
20 live music events on a recent summer Sunday!)  

While part of this phenomenon is no doubt a result of the 
area’s general vibrancy and economic health, the richness 

of the current Dubuque music scene can be traced back 
decades to the 1960s, ‘70s, and ‘80s, when high school garage 
bands rocked teen dances and gymnasiums and rock, blues, 
and country bands entertained in all sorts of bars, taverns, 
and clubs.  Whatever happened to those bands?  

Well, as Vaughn Kray, the drummer for Butter Scotch Grove 
and Blissfield Blues Band (among others) explains, people 
got jobs and families and the focus of their lives just shifted.  
But once a year for the last four years, many of those “former” 
musicians have dusted off their instruments and reunited 
the old band for two magic nights of music and memories 
– Rock & Roll Rewind.  

Now in its fifth year, Rock & Roll Rewind returns Friday, 
August 1 and Saturday, August 2.  Again hosted this year 
by the Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi Moon Bar, Rewind 
will showcase the music of more than a dozen Tri-State 
area bands, plus a couple special tribute performances.  In 
addition to return performances by several bands from 
Rewinds past, this year’s event will feature first time reunions 
of two bands from the 1980s – The Generics and Xstatix.  

365 sat down with Kray and fellow Rewind team member 
and diehard music fan Julie Griffin to talk more about Rock 
& Roll Rewind and what is in store for the event’s fifth year.  
It seems that over the previous four, Rock & Roll Rewind has 
come to become an annual celebration of music from the 
not-so-distant past and the bands that made it, for both the 
bands themselves and those people who used to spend 
their weekends following the party.  

“That’s what makes this whole thing good is that people get 
together and remember a bunch of stuff about seeing (the 

bands) play,” said Kray.  “There’s a synergy that exists when 
the band is playing up onstage you just get a feeling and 
everybody starts to smile and everybody’s feeling good.  
It’s just bringing back the old times, getting the band back 
together and playing.  It’s a really good feeling.  Last year, 
when we finally got together and played in the (Butter 
Scotch) Grove, it actually sounded good!  It’s just so much 
fun to have people enjoy us.  You know, you feed off each 
other.  It makes people feel good.”  

But reuniting the band and performing some of the olds 
songs is not necessarily easy.  Kray tells a story from last year’s 
Rock & Roll Rewind, when Butter Scotch Grove were in the 
green room of the Mississippi Moon Bar, waiting to go on, he 
noticed that guitar player David Chalmers had what looked 
like a massive tattoo on his forearm.  Knowing that Chalmers 
would not be one to get tattooed, he looked closer to realize 
that the marks were the first lines to the lyrics of some of the 
songs they would be performing.  

“His whole arm had ink marks on it,” laughs Kray.  “David 
would not get a tattoo in his life but he’s got the lyrics to 
‘Gimme Some Lovin’’ or something like that.  If you can 
remember the first words, you can kind of go from there … 
but his whole arm was covered with stuff.  I thought he had 
a vein problem or something.  I said, ‘What the heck is that?’” 

Last year, Kray traveled to California to practice with Butter 
Scotch Grove members living on the west coast but this year 
the band has begun practicing using some decidedly modern 
technology.  Two members are recording their parts to songs 
in Apple’s GarageBand software, then sharing it via Dropbox 
so other members can listen or add their own parts.  The band 
has plans to polish the set of songs, renting Galena’s Turner 
Hall for three days of practice leading up to Rewind weekend.  

{ rock & roll rewind }

http://www.happyjoes.com
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i’m kind of a big deal.

In addition to Butter Scotch Grove, band members will be practicing 
Beatles songs along with members of The Natives and of course, 
the area’s biggest Beatles fan Ralph Kluseman, for a special Beatles 
Tribute celebrating the 50th anniversary of Fab Four’s U.S. invasion. 

Kray explains that the idea for the Beatles Tribute came about at 
last year’s Rewind when his band mate from The Dark Side Jim 
Barth came up to the green room before Butter Scotch Grove went 
on.  He was jamming with Randy ‘Rad’ Wilcox who suggested it 
would be fun to play some Beatles tunes some night.  “Jim said, 
‘Why can’t we do that?’” recalls Kray.  “It was kind of forgotten 
about until after we played.”  

Further inspired by a Beatles 
tribute organized by Ralph 
Kluseman, it seemed like a good 
idea to do something similar 
for Rewind.  In addition to the 
members of Butter Scotch Grove, 
the Beatles Tribute will feature Jim 
Barth, Natives founding member 
Denny Kuhl, Roger Julian, and of 
course, Ralph Kluseman.  

In addition to the Beatles Tribute, this year’s Rewind will also 
feature a tribute to powerhouse female rock vocalist Ruby Starr, 
a big performer in a small package who toured with some of the 
biggest names of the 1970s but still regularly played around the 
Tri-State area.  

“Ruby Starr was a huge inspiration for a lot of women who enjoyed 
live music in the area,” explained Julie Griffin, “people like Laura 
McDonald and myself.  To see a woman front a band that way, with 
so much strength and so much energy …  She was pure rock & roll.  
Sometimes, when I watch Laura perform, I can see that she was 
influenced by Ruby.  I can see certain dance moves and things that 
she does that just takes me right back to that time.  In representing 
the women of rock in that period of time she was the strongest 
female influence that we had and we were seeing her live on a 
regular basis.”

Performing from the age of nine, the girl who would become Ruby 
Starr was discovered at a bar gig by Black Oak Arkansas lead singer 
Jim “Dandy” Mangrum.  He convinced her to join the band and she 
toured with Black Oak Arkansas for several years.  In the mid-1970s 

she recorded three records for Capitol under her own name and 
toured as Ruby Star & Grey Ghost, opening for Black Oak Arkansas, 
and acts like Black Sabbath, Mountain, Todd Rundgren, Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band, Peter Frampton, Fleetwood Mac, Steppenwolf, Edgar 
Winter, BTO, and Blackfoot, who she joined on tour in ‘77.  

Relocating to Milwaukee in the late ‘70s, Starr played clubs 
throughout the upper Midwest region, including the Dubuque and 
Southwest Wisconsin area, forming a band Grey Star in the ‘80s and 
later the Ruby Star Band, which toured with Gregg Allman Cheap 
Trick, Van Halen and Robin Trower.  A final chapter in her career 
singing in Las Vegas casinos was cut short by cancer, to which Ruby 
succumbed in 1995 at the age of 45.  

“The energy that was onstage with this woman was just … wow!” 
exclaims Griffin, obviously still moved by the memories of her 
performances so many years ago.  “She was 40-years old and still 
doing cartwheels onstage!  And just amazing!”  

The Ruby Starr Tribute will be performed by a reunited version of 
the band Moonshadow featuring singer Laura McDonald and Fred 
Schaarf on guitar.  The performance promises to be a special one for 
Moonshadow fans as Schaarf is coming out of musical retirement 
for the show.  The band will also feature Tim Connelly on drums and 
Mark Mihalakis on bass, especially fitting to the tribute as Ruby Starr’s 
band played at Mihalakis’ family business, Junnie’s “back in the day.”  

 
Rewind Schedule 
Friday, August 1 

5:00 Waterfall 
5:50  Cadillac Cowboys  
6:40 Beatles Tribute  
7:30 Hampton Road 
8:20 Gayle Grether & Melport  
9:00 Harry Steve Maule 
9:50 Butter Scotch Grove 
10:40 Generics 
11:30 Xstatix 
12:20 Jam

Saturday, August 2 

2:00 Xstatix 
2:50 Waterfall 
3:40 Rick Tittle and Friends  
4:30 Fifth Column 
5:20 Gayle Grether & Melport 
6:10 Harry Steve Maule  
7:00 Cadillac Cowboys  
7:50 Blissfield Blues Band 
8:40 Hampton Road  
9:30 Butter Scotch Grove 
10:20 Mississippi 
11:10 Moonshadow /  
 Ruby Starr Tribute 
12:00 Generics
Special performances from Ralph  
Kluseman throughout the weekend!

{ rock & roll rewind }

http://www.happyjoes.com
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that’s a little more my speed.

Along with the return of previous Rewind favorites like 
Butter Scotch Grove, Hampton Road, Gayle Grether & 
Melport, Harry Steve Maule, Fifth Column, Blissfield 
Blues Band and Mississippi, Rewind 2014 will feature 
the reunions of Waterfall, the Cadillac Cowboys, and 
the aforementioned Generics and Xstatix.  

It should be noted that the idea to invite ‘80s bands the 
Generics and Xstatix to perform at Rewind came from 
365’s own late, great Trixie Kitsch.  

“On Facebook, Lisa 
Hammer – also known as 
Trixie Kitsch – had said, 
‘Hey, let’s get the Xstatix 
back for Rock & Roll 
Rewind,” explained Griffin.  
“Somewhere along the 
line in a conversation, Jeff 
Weydert’s name came up.  
I was like, ‘Jeff was in the 
Xstatix?  Really?’  Because 

if you’ve seen the photos of Jeff back then and Jeff 
now, you’d go, ‘No, that’s not the same guy.’  So I got 
ahold of Jeff and within a week he was like, ‘Yeah, got 
it.  We’re on.  We’re signing up.’  Wow.  That was way 
too easy.”  

Unfortunately, Trixie passed away before Griffin could 
share that her idea for an Xstatix reunion had come 
to fruition.  Trixie had also been working on getting a 
Generics reunion to happen.  “The Generics reuniting 
was very important to her. I really have to accredit her 
for making that happen. So for me that’s going to be a 
special thing in itself, having those two bands perform 
back to back on Friday night.” 

It’s reported that some of the returning bands will 
be augmenting their lineups with even more players 
including an added horn section for Blissfield Blues 
Band (above) and an even bigger horn section in 
Hampton Road.  With both bigger bands and more 
bands, it promises to be an even better Rewind. 

“That’s something that I think people should know is 
that we’re really beefing things up this year,” noted 
Griffin.  “We’ve got a lot of new bands coming in with 

Xstatix

Rock & Roll Rewind 2014 stretches into the 1980s with two bands 
from that era, The Generics and Xstatix.  Jeff Weydert, bass 
player for the band paints the picture:

“Xstatix got started in Steve Davis’ parents’ basement garage 
around ’86 sometime,” recalls Weydert.  “Steve Davis’ girlfriend 
– well, her cousin was a drummer.  He happened to be the drum-
mer that I played with in the Blues Brothers Band.  They had me 
try out – drove over and jammed with them once and that was 
it.  We started from there.”  

With Davis fronting the group, Mark Laird on guitar, and Weydert 
on bass, the band recruited Chad LaShelle to play drums and 
after working through another guitarist, brought on Rick Hefel 
on second guitar.   Though Xstatix never had a dedicated key-
board player, being an ‘80s band meant they had to incorporate 
keyboards so depending on the song, different players would 
take turns playing whatever signature synth riff was necessary.  
While the band played a range of material, Weydert admits they 
had a New Wave sound, covering songs like “Turning Japanese” 
by the Vapors, “This Beat Goes On/Switching to Glide” by The 
Kings, songs by U2 and INXS, Billy Idol, and early Prince tunes. 

“We just wanted to play fun music,” said Weydert.  “It was all 
about good rock & roll dance music and if it was weirder stuff, the 
weirder, the better sometimes.  We pulled out some doozies and 
then we played some stuff that people liked.  Case in point, we 
did ‘Twist & Shout’ by the Beatles but Rick Hefel sang it and gave 
it its own personality.  He was big into the Beatles and The Kinks 
and added that sort of influence to the band.  Me and Chad, the 
drummer, we had a rock-solid rhythm section, which is the basis 
for dancing anyway so everyone else can kind of run around like 
maniacs.  We used to put extenders on our cords so we had more 
room to run around the room and climb up on top of speakers and 
climb up scaffolding and wherever we could – just having fun.”  

The mix of rock and New Wave proved effective and Xstatix were 
soon gigging regularly around the Tri-State area.  “We played a lot 
of teen dances and that’s where we found our niche,” said Weydert.  
“We’d always play in Kieler at a place called Brandt’s and Tussle 
would always play at Bob’s Rec across the street near where the 
Sandy Hook is, where Marty’s Fireworks is now.  We’d always send 
somebody over from our group to see what their parking lot looked 
like and they’d always have more people than us.  Until the one 
night when he went over and he was like, ‘They only got 30 cars!’ 
and we had the whole street in Kieler.  Kids puking in the street.  
Beer cans everywhere.  We were like, ‘Cool.  We’re teen kings now.’”  

Being the mid-eighties, Weydert admits they rocked the skinny 
ties and jackets with the sleeves pushed up.  A glance at a few 
of their poster photos would reveal more than a few mullet hair-
cuts as well.  

The band performed from 1986 through ’89 with most of the 
last year spent on the road.   Weydert explains that the band 
signed with a talent agent, Gary Van Zeeland who began book-
ing Xstatix all over the country.  After a couple potential book-
ings fell through, they finally got a road gig.  

“In January, they sent us to Mobridge, South Dakota to a place 
– I think it was called the Silver Dollar,” Weydert recalls.  “They 
don’t use salt up there.  It was just snowed in.  We had nothing 
to do, we could barely make it from the hotel to the bar.  On 
the road with that agent, we’d play Monday through Saturday.  
Sunday was our travel day to get to the next place he sent us.  I 
remember we’d call him up on the phone (this was before cell 
phones or even email, kids!) Sunday to find out where we were 
at the next week and he goes, ‘Well, your in Miles City, Montana’ 
– I don’t remember if it was Dierk’s Horseshoe Lounge, but it 
was something like that – but he goes, ‘And by the way, you’re a 
country band this week,’ and he hung up the phone.  We were 
like, ‘Oh great.  This is going to be neat.’”  

The band traveled from week to week like that, playing small, 
hardworking and hard partying towns from the Midwest to the 
West and back.  “We played at Fort McCoy, we played down in 
Paducah, Kentucky, up in Canada, which was a trip, all the way 
out to Pocatello, Idaho, and all sorts of Wyoming, Montana gigs,” 
lists Weydert, “all sorts of little, weird towns there.  We had to do 
a lot of driving.  We drove from Centralia, Illinois to Weyburn, Sas-
katchewan.  Got out of the car, set up, and played.  It was a rail-
road town so we had to do a 10:00 matinee the next morning.”  

In case you’re wondering, Google maps plots the course from 
Centralia, Illinois to Weyburn, Saskatchewan to be 2057 kilome-
ters (that’s about 1275 miles), and estimates the driving time at 
19 hours and 48 minutes.  That’s on today’s roads, not the roads 
that existed in 1988.  That might be part of the reason why Davis 
and Laird got sick of the road and quit the band.  Apparently, 
a two-week gig at a Holiday Inn in Minot, North Dakota in the 
middle of winter was the last straw.  Go figure. 

With Xstatix gigs still on the books, the band picked up a singer 
and guitarist, Jason Vidos in Brookings, South Dakota, practiced 
for a week or so and went back out on the road to pick up the 
rest of the dates.  Eventually, they all succumbed and went on to 
other projects like Davis’ popular ‘90s band The Univited.  Who 
would imagine, just 25 years later an Xstatix reunion?  

{ rock & roll rewind }



365ink Magazine   |   issue #217       { july 17 - 30, 2014 } 15www.Dubuque365.com

hot cross buns.

a nice variety – from the country rock to punk rock this year 
but not only that – the bands that are coming back that are 
returning are taking it to the next level.  They’re beefing it 
up.”  

Waterfall Band

While there is some crossover between a few musicians that 
play in different bands, Kray notes that it won’t be the same 
musicians in all the bands but a variety of players, some 
returning from around the country to reunite with their 
original bands, including some who will perform for the first 
time on the Rewind stage.  

“We try to pull together as many of the original members (as 
possible) but we don’t want people to feel that they can’t 

reunite for Rewind because they’re missing a member,” 
explained Griffin. 

“And it’s actually up to the bands, themselves,” Kray adds, 
“because I think the bands themselves will bring the original 
people back.”  

“And they know the people who will naturally fit in with what 
they are doing, people that they played with at the time,” 
continues Griffin.  “Maybe (a particular musician) didn’t play 
in that band, but they played in and around.”  

Fortunately, there are still many talented players in the area 
and others returning for the Rewind weekend that can step 
in to fill roles of those who could not make it or have sadly, 
passed on.  

“Dubuque is so rich in musicians,” states Kray.  “I was talking 
about that with Bobby (Greenwood) about that on the way 
up to Dick’s (McGrane) radio show (on Dubuque Super 
Hits 106).  He can’t remember any place that is as rich with 
musicians besides Nashville.”  “I hear that all the time,” adds 
Griffin. 

“And it still is,” adds Kray.  “We’re bringing back together a 
lot of people who were in bands that we grew up with and 
then you think about it, ‘God, those guys are really good!  It’d 
be nice to see them play.’  And now they’re playing.  Which 
is why I think a lot of people are going to show up because 
they were good.”  

“The wealth of musicians that we’ve had in this area since 
the ‘60s and ‘70s – it’s just amazing stuff,” continues Kray.  
“And the camaraderie between all the musicians – we’ve got 
a list of nearly 60 people that are going to be performing.  
It’s like 60 of my best friends are going to be playing.’”  

“There is something that anyone would enjoy,” adds Griffin.  
“There is no age limit on this.”  

Rock n Roll Rewind will be held Friday, August 1 from 5 p.m. 
to midnight and Saturday, August 2 from 2 p.m. to midnight 
in the Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo Casino.  (See 
the full schedule on page XX.)  Tickets are $10 for each day, 
or a $15 weekend pass can be purchased in advance from 
Hartig Drug stores.  All proceeds benefit Camp Albrecht 
Acres. Rock n Roll Rewind is sponsored by Hartig Drug, 
Diamond Jo Casino, American Trust and Savings Bank, 
Conlon Construction, McGraw-Hill, Super Hits 106.1, and 
Dubuque365.  For more information (and lots of cool 
photos!), visit the Rock n’ Roll Rewind page on Facebook.

{ rock & roll rewind }
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Dubuque Harley-Davidson   
Presents: “Roar on the River”
Bang You Head Tour
Featuring Quiet Riot, Faster 
Pussycat, Gilby Clarke,   
BulletBoys, and Fizgig
Friday, July 18, 5-11 p.m. 
Silver Eagle Event Center
Dubuque area metal heads, come on feel 
the noise Friday, July 18 at the Silver 
Eagle Event Center in East Dubuque 
as Dubuque Harley-Davidson presents 
“Roar on the River,” an outdoor concert 
on the Bang You Head Tour, featuring 
Quiet Riot, with special guests Faster 
Pussycat, Gilby Clarke, the BulletBoys, 
and Fizgig.  The all ages show starts at 5 
p.m., rocking the Silver Eagle’s outdoor 
stage until 11 p.m.  Undoubtedly best 
known for their two biggest hits “Cum 
On Feel The Noize” and “Metal Health,” 
Quiet Riot have the distinction of being 
the first heavy metal band to have an 
album reach Number 1 on the Billboard 
album chart with 1983’s Metal Health.  
The multi-platinum album has since 
sold over 10 million copies worldwide.  
The band’s single “Cum On Feel The 
Noize” is the first heavy metal song to 
break Billboard’s Top Five.  Quiet Riot 
is joined by L.A. ‘80s rockers Faster 
Pussycat, Gilby Clarke (Guns N’Roses, 
Slash’s Snakepit, etc.), the BulletBoys, 
and local rockers, Fizgig.  Food ven-
dors on site will include Creola’s, Car-
los O’Kelly’s and Courtside.  Tickets for 
the show are $25 and are available at 
the Silver Eagle Event Center, George 
& Dale’s, Shenanigans Pub, Moondog 
Music, and at etix.com. 

The Mayflies
Eronel, Friday, July 18, 10PM
With elements of bluegrass, blues, psy-
chedelia, and just about any American 
roots music, Iowa City band the Mayflies 
have carved out their place with regular, 
regional music performances. Agile and 

impressive musicianship have helped 
their live shows and songs engage audi-
ences, a veritable platter of electric and 
acoustic Americana. They’re always a 
great time, and they’re coming back to 
Eronel on Friday, July 18 at 10PM.

The Surf Zombies, The Mittens
Eronel, Saturday, July 19, 10PM
(No Cover) Muscle cars and tremolo 
pedals and big Fender amps are all the 
ingredients a surf rock band needs. The 
Surf Zombies will be bringing their tradi-
tional volume-oriented beach bash tunes 
to town and drenching everyone not just 
in the sounds of coastal waves and spring 
reverb, but in the essence of a good time 
from times in the past.  Coming with them 
are fellow Iowa dudes The Mittens, whose 
rock has been tempered with time and 
heartbreak and served up with twang.

Barbara Jean, Erik Koskinen
Eronel, Thursday, July 24, 9PM
Barbara Jean grew up immersed in a 
world of music and sound, honing her 
early gift for the violin, and a musi-
cal legacy passed from grandmother 
to mother to daughter, into a sharp 
eye for songwriting and a skilled hand 
as a multi-instrumentalist. Musically 
sprouted from the blend of American 
folk, country, rock-n-roll, and blues, St. 
Paul’s Erik Koskinen realizes a sound 
that is distinctive and fresh while famil-
iar and classic. Catch them at Eronel on 
Thursday, July 24th at 9:00 PM.

Legal Fingers, Acoustic Guillotine
Eronel, Friday, July 25, 10PM
With pummeling rhythms and a single, 
monolithic bass driving everything 
along, Acoustic Guillotine are hardly 
acoustic and mostly a guillotine. Their 
sound is the product of years of subver-
sive music added up, an amalgamation 
of weight and counterculture. Opening 
will be hometown rock and roll heroes 
Legal Fingers. Get sleazed on Friday, 
July 25th at 10:00 PM.

Fire Sale, Harmonic Connection
The Lift, Saturday, July 26. 9 PM/$5
FireSale is an original act out of Iowa 
City, IA that mixes Funk/Reggae/Rock 
& Roll and many other personal influ-
ences into their own signature groove. 
Originally from Davenport, IA they 
have been together since 2007 and 
since then have transformed their 
sound from playing punk rock covers to 
writing and performing their own origi-
nal reggae/world music.

Adam Faucett & The Tall 
Grass, The Dock Ellis Band
Eronel, Sunday, July 27, 9PM
Called “one of the greatest, most 
thoughtful lyricists the state has to of-
fer.” (Arkansas Times) Adam Faucett 
and his band The Tall Grass have again 
pushed the borders of his “part folk, 
part blues, part elemental rock stomp, 

part unidentifiable cosmic holler” (Ar-
kansas Democrat Gazette) with the re-
lease Blind Water Finds Blind Water, a 
record of his most arresting and beauti-
ful songs to date. The Dock Ellis Band 
brings country music back to the glory 
days. Like an archeological discovery of 
a lost honky tonk jukebox, these boys 
will satisfy audiences who miss that 
old-time twang. The material ranges 
from teary, harmony driven waltzes 
to raucous and rowdy roadhouse tunes 
with a steady train beat. See them Sun-
day, July 27th at 9:00 PM.

The Killigans, Busted I
The Lift, Friday, August 1, 9 PM
The Killigans are a six piece “folk-punk” 
band from Lincoln, NE. The Killigans 
“sound” combines the diverse musicals 
tastes of the bands members; fusing 
Punk Rock, Folk, Country and West-
ern, Celtic, European folk, Americana, 
and other types of music into an up-
beat, foot-stomping, beer-raising party. 
Lyrically, the songs range from classic 
storytelling to rebel songs to ballads to 
middle class anthems. The Killigans are 
a band who thrive on live performance 
and crowd interaction.
Local act Busted I calls themselves 
“Four chord, two drink minimum, 
punk rock n’ roll from the river town.” 
Sounds like a good time.

John Stone and 
The Trailer Park Allstars 
Friday, August 1, 7 p.m.
Mooney Hollow Barn
For one night only, John Stone will be 
bringing his party-ready show to the Fa-
mous Mooney Hollow Barn in Green Is-
land, IA for an exclusive show in support 
of the volunteer firemen of Bellevue, IA. 
Stone has proven himself as a world-
class songwriter with the success of his 

LOCAL LIVE MUSIC
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first self-penned single “Shame On Me.” 
The group has an impressive resume 
building opening for acts as diverse as 
Hank Williams Jr, Kris Kristofferson, 
Mel Tillis, Kid Rock, Uncle Kracker, 
Kenny Chesney, Kris Kristofferson and 
Gretchan Wilson. John’s resume also in-
cludes live television performances, in-
cluding appearances on The Today Show 
with Katie Couric and as part of Tim Mc-
Graw’s NFL Halftime highlights segment 
taped for Monday Night Football. Stone 
has also had the distinction of being in-
vited to play at the White House. There 
will only be 400 tickets sold for this ap-
pearance. The tickets are $15 with $5 
of each ticket going to support the fire-
fighters. This is an incredible opportu-
nity to catch a Nashville star on the rise! 
For tix, visit www.eventbrite.com and 
search for “John Stone”.

Hogs4 Paws Ride (Music)   
Sandy Hook Tavern, 6 PM - 2 AM
The Hogs4 Paws Ride for the Animals 
party and fundraiser starts early and 
the fun goes all night at the Sandy Hook 
Tavern, with event proceeds going to 
the Dubuque Regional Humane Society. 
Sign up for the ride at the DRHS now 
through August 1 for $10 and grab a free 
tee shirt. Don’t worry if you can’t pre-
register, you can join the ride the day of 
for $20, beginning at  10 am at Knickers 
up until the bikes hit the road at noon. 
After four tri-state stops including Dirty 
Ernie’s in Farley, Bent Rim in Cascade, 
Coe’s Bar in Bernard, and Budde’s in Key 
West, the bikes rally at the Hook for a 
night of music and more. No motorcycle? 
No problem! There’s another way for you 
to have your fun while supporting the 
Humane Society with the Bags for Paws 
tournament starting at the Sandy Hook 
at 2 p.m. Sign-up for only $20 per team, 
and you’re in the running to win cash 
prizes, which will be awarded to first, 
second and third place teams. Evening 
events at the Hook include a burnout 
contest in the Sandy Hook Burnout Pit, 
adorable adoptable dogs on location at 
the Hook, plus 50/50 drawings and “ruff” 
camping on the Hook grounds. Then, get 

ready to dance and have some fun with 
local favorite The Lonely Goats from 6 to 
10 p.m. The fun continues with not just 
one more band, but three more taking 
the Hook stage – all in the same night! 
Local favorites Untamed and Nixon will 
take the stage, playing rock favorites and 
even a few originals, along with Iowa-
based Hook newcomer Silent Redemp-
tion, bringing more rock and roll your 
way. Visit www.dbqhumane.org or call 
the Sandy Hook Tavern at 608.748.4728.

Sam Wooden
The Lift, Saturday, August 2, 9 PM/$5
Sam Wooden is a country singer/song-
writer from Scales Mound, IL currently 
living in Nashville, TN.  Sam got his 
start in the Galena area and has played 
throughout Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee.  His solo acoustic show 
ranges from country classics to current 
hits as well as original music.

Intelescope
The Lift, Saturday, August 9, 9 PM
Nestled between the dueling guitar 
riffs of a rock show and the pounding 
rhythms of a rave lies a soundscape 
where Intelescope finds itself most at 
home. Playing all original music, this 
Madison, Wisconsin-based band bal-
ances the craft of composition with the 
power of improvisation by interweav-
ing concise, melodic passages inside 
and out of aggressive, soaring jams. re-
sult is an instrumental post-rock sound 
that serves as sweaty dance party mix-
tape.  Rhythm guitarist and co-founder 
Dan Plourde explains, “our vision from 
the beginning was to let the music dic-
tate the pace of the band, and things 
just started falling into place.”

http://www.sandyhooktavern.com
http://www.uncleikes.com
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Thursday, July 17

Laura McDonald 
Tony Roma’s, 6 PM 

Garrett Hillary 
Grape Escape, 7 PM 

Deuling Pianos
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Jazz Night with ‘Round 
Midnight Trio
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

Great Jones County Fair
Miranda Lambert with 
special guest Tyler Farr
Great Jones County Fair, 8 PM

29 Cents a Pound 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Bones Jugs N Harmony
The Lift, 9 PM 

Peewee Moore & The Awful 
Dreadful Snakes, Eronel, 9 PM 

Friday, July 18

Maureen Kilgore
Lunchtime Jam, 12 PM

Dubuque… and All That 
Jazz! w/The Business
Town Clock Plaza, 5 PM

Roar on the River
Quiet Riot, Faster Pussycat, 
Gilby Clarke, BulletBoys, 
and Fizgig, Silver Eagle 
Event Center, 5-11 PM

Crude But Effective
Offshore, 6 PM 

Johnnie Walker 
Stone Cliff, 7 PM 

Becky McMahon
The View, Mud Lake, 7 PM 

Blue Willow, Timmerman’s, 7 PM 

Ifficial Reggae Movement 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Katie Sullivan
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Steve Davis 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Gregory James, Spirits, 8 PM 

JJ Schmitz Duo, Yardarm, 8 PM 

Great Jones County Fair
Luke Bryan with special 
guest Lee Brice, 8 PM

Jordan Danielsen
Taste Country Market, 8 PM 

Peewee Moore & The Awful 
Dreadful Snakes 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

The Matriarchs
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Classical Blast
Shark’s Roadhouse, 8 PM 

The Mayflies, Vic & Gab 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Renegade, Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Saturday, July 19

Ten Gallon Hat
Shark’s Roadhouse, 1 PM 

Tony Walker
The View, Mud Lake, 2 PM 

J & J Jammin’
Grape Escape, 2 PM

Larry Michael
Pecker Heads Marina, North 
Buena Vista, 4 PM 

Roller Derby
Bomb Squad vs. Push Up 
Brawlers, Courtside, 5 PM 

You Don’t Know Jack Ride
Joie Wails Band (following)
New Diggings Gen. Store, 6 PM

Sunshine, Antique Town 
Rods, Depot Park, Galena, 6 PM 

Garrett Hillary
Woodbine Bend, 6 PM 

Gregory James, Stone Cliff, 7 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM 

Ifficial Reggae Movement
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Katie Sullivan
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Back Roads
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

Mississippi Duo
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

5th Gear, The Yardarm, 8 PM 

Great Jones County Fair
Kid Rock with special guests 
Gunnar & the Grizzly Boys
Great Jones County Fair, 8 PM

Matt McPherson Band
Zwingle Fest, 8 PM 

Arp of the Covenant 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Thriftones, Grape Escape, 8 PM 

The Surf Zombies, 
The Mittens, Eronel, 9 PM 

DJ Jevity, The Lift, 9 PM 

Ignighter, Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Crude But Effective
Embe Eatery, 9 PM 

Massey Road, Perxactly, 9 PM 

Sunday, July 20

Open Mic with Scott Rische
Grape Escape, 12 PM 

Open Mic, Cornerstone, 1:30 PM 

Shaun Cavanaugh
Spirits (on the deck), 2 PM 

Mississippi Duo
PromiseLand Winery, 2 PM 

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 2 PM 
Marty Raymon
Shark’s Roadhouse, 2 PM 

Garrett Hillary, Northside Bar, 3 PM 

BF Burt 
Tabor Home Winery, 3 PM 

Larry Michael, Wheel Inn, 3 PM 

Classical Blast
Iron Horse Social Club, 3 PM 

Mama Bird
The Cornerstone, 3:30 PM 

The Lonely Goats 
New Diggings, 3:30 PM

Johnnie Walker, Stone Cliff, 4 PM 

Laura McDonald 
Sunset Ridge Winery, 4 PM 

Playground of Sound 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 4 PM 

Americana Band
Dixieland Sunday
River’s Edge Plaza, 5 PM 

Corey Chisel, Adreil Denae, 
Invisibleman
Codfish Hollow Barn, 6 PM 

Music in the Gardens
Endless Summer 
Dubuque Arboretum, 6:30 PM

Great Jones County Fair
Chris Tomlin with special 
guest Colton Dixon, 7 PM

Royal Bliss 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Monday, July 21

Cal Coohey & Megan 
The Cornerstone, 7:30 PM 

{ budweiser live music • july 17 - 30 }

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

http://www.budweiser.com
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Tuesday, July 22

Kevin Beck & Johnnie 
Walker, Tony Roma’s, 6 PM 

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Marques Morel 
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Roy Schroedl, Cornerstone, 
7:30 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits
Dubuque County Fair, 8 PM 

Wednesday, July 23

Acoustic Jam with Brandon Ha-
gen, The Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Johnnie Walker
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Comedy w/Don Reeese
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 
BackRoads 
Dubuque County Fair, 8 PM 

Thursday, July 24

Just Cuz, Tony Roma’s, 6 PM 

Ken Gratton, Grape Escape, 7 PM 

Deuling Pianos
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Jazz Night w/ ‘Round Midnight
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

Dylan Doyle Band
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Hard Salami
Dubuque County Fair, Beer 
Garden, 9 PM 

Friday, July 25

Roy Schroedl 
Lunchtime Jam, 12 PM

Cheap Thrill
With Menace, Hard Salami
Summer’s Last Blast, 5 PM 

Garrett Hillary
Woodbine Bend, 6 PM 

Six Shots ’til Midnight
Bike Night, Dubuque 
Harley-Davidson, 6 PM

Open Mic with Becky Mc-
Mahon, Stone Cliff Wine & 
Beer Bar, 7 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Rock the Dock, River Museum

Corey Jenny, Perfect Pint, 7 PM 

Jason Ray Brown 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Sam Wyatt
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

JJ Schmitz
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Boys Night Out, Spirits, 8 PM 

Johnnie Walker, Yardarm, 8 PM 

Dubuque County Fair
38 Special, Black Stone 
Cherry, Dubuque County 
Fairgrounds, 6 PM 

Andrew Houy, 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Dirt Simple
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl, Embe, 8:30 PM 

Legal Fingers, Acoustic Guil-
lotine, Eronel, 9 PM 

Motoboat, Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Menace @ Dubuque County 
Fair Beer Garden, 9 PM 

Renegade 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Saturday, July 26

Nutsy Turtle @ Dubuque Coun-
ty Fair, Beer Garden, 10 AM 

J & J Jammin’, Grape Escape, 2 PM

2nd Generation
Shark’s Roadhouse, 2 PM 

The Resistors
Council Hill Station, 3 PM 

{ budweiser live music • july 17 - 30 }

Spazmatics
With Johnny Trash, Half Fast
Summer’s Last Blast, 5 PM 

Dubuque County Fair
Scotty Mcreery
Dubuque County Fair-
grounds, 6:30 PM 

Andy Wilberding
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 7 PM 

Garrett Hillary
Taste Country Marketplace, 7 PM 

Chainsaw Dupont & The 
Blues Warriors 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Sam Wyatt
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Meet The Press 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

Salute to the Stars:
Peter Oprisko as Frank Sinatra, 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Buzz Berries, The Yardarm, 8 PM 

Hot Mess, Trackside, 8 PM 

Jack Lion, The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Johnny Rocker Band 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

DJ Soulie, Eronel, 9 PM 

Fire Sale, The Lift, 9 PM 

Mississippi, Spirits, 9 PM 

Moonshine Sorrow 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

The Last Ride
Dubuque County Fair, Beer 
Garden, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits
County Line, Zwingle, 9 PM 

Crystal Leather 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Sunday, July 28

Open Mic with Scott Rische
Grape Escape, 12 PM 

Open Mic, Cornerstone, 1:30 PM 

Marty Raymon
Shark’s Roadhouse, 2 PM 

Ten Gallon Hat
The Cornerstone, 3:30 PM 

Corman Sproles & The 69 
Band, New Diggings, 3:30 PM

Broken Strings
Stone Cliff, Bar, 4 PM 

Boots Hefel 
Sunset Ridge Winery, 4 PM 

The Lonely Goats 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 4 PM 

Americana Band
Dixieland Sunday
River’s Edge Plaza, 5 PM 

Music in the Gardens
The Kids From Wisconsin 
Dubuque Arboretum, 6:30 PM

Mighty Wheel House
Dubuque County Fair, Beer 
Garden, 7 PM 

Adam Faucett & The Tall 
Grass, Dock Ellis Band,
Eronel, 9 PM 

Tuesday, July 29

Jake & Eric, Tony Roma’s, 6 PM 

Marques Morel 
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Wednesday, July 30

Acoustic Jam,
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Nate Jenkins  
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

MFC Cultural Expressions 
Open Mic, Nash Gallery, 7 PM 

Comedy w/ John Bush
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Open Mic with Dave, 
Cricket, & Tim, The Lift, 9 PM 

http://www.americantrust.com
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can i sit on ur porch?

Dubuque Roots Reunion Presents 

Tunes & Tales 
Featuring Mississippi String Band 
Author & Cowboy Poet David Nelson 
Thursday, July 31  
Happy’s Place 

For many of those who grew up in Dubuque and even 
those who have adopted the community as their home, 
there is no question that the river city has a unique charac-
ter.  Good or bad, those idiosyncrasies that make Dubuque 
unique will be celebrated and maybe parodied at an event 
called Tunes & Tales, Thursday, July 31 from 6 p.m. at Hap-
py’s Place on Rockdale Road.  Part reunion, part musical 
performance, and part comedy show, the family-friendly 
event will feature the Mississippi String Band along with 
author and cowboy poet/comedian David Nelson.  

A native of Dubuque’s North End neighborhood who 
now lives in Tennessee, Nelson has written a series of 
books about the challenges he faced growing up and 
how he has dealt with those issues throughout his 
life.  (More about that in a bit.)  In reconnecting with 
his Dubuque past, Nelson started a Facebook group, 
Dubuque Iowa Roots – where anyone with Dubuque 
roots but especially those who grew up in the fifties and 
sixties could share stories and reminisce about those 
days gone by.  

The Dubuque Roots page, started by Nelson in Decem-
ber 2013 with just three people has taken on a life of its 
own and is now over 1100 members and growing.  It was 
suggested that the group host an event where people 
could meet in person those with whom they were shar-
ing stories and trading comments on Facebook and 
planning for the Tunes & Tales event was set in motion.  

The event at Happy’s Place begins at 6 p.m. with a social 
hour, followed by a performance by the Mississippi 
String Band at 7 p.m. and the cowboy comedy of Nel-
son, the Cowboy Poet Laureate of Tennessee who also 
boasts the distinction of being billed as “the biggest 
liar in East Tennessee.”  (Wait, how do we know if that is 
even true?)  Nelson’s show will be followed by another 
set by the Mississippi String Band and plenty of time for 
guests to meet, mingle and reminisce about growing up 
in Dubuque.  

Unfortunately, Nelson’s childhood in Dubuque was not all 
good times.  His breakthrough book, a novel called The 
Shade Tree Choir, documents Nelson’s childhood from 
age eight to seventeen, growing up in Dubuque’s North 
End neighborhood.  The child of alcoholic parents and a 
mother who suffered from mental illness, Nelson endured 
both physical and emotional abuse.  

A physical therapist, now retired, he began writing what 
would become the first manuscript of the book in 1994 as 
a cathartic form of therapy to heal himself from the linger-
ing emotional pain of his childhood.  By telling his story he 

hoped to be unburdened by it.  Once finished, he worked 
with an agent to find a publisher but found none interested 
and filed the book away and forgot about it.  

In the meantime, Nelson was introduced to cowboy poetry.  
Already using writing as a strategy to manage stress, he 
realized that the humor of cowboy poetry might be some-
thing fun that could also be therapeutic.   To be a cowboy 
poet, one must first be a cowboy so Nelson became one, 
working cattle on horseback every spring and fall for five 
years in Colorado.  

“Slept on the ground, beans and coffee, that type deal,” he 
jokes.  “So everything I did, I started writing it down.  I’d get 
home and start writing poems and stories and ideas about 
it and in 2004, the governor of Tennessee and the General 
Assembly, the first time in the history of the state made me 
the Cowboy Poet Laureate of Tennessee.” 

In that role, Nelson has traveled and performed extensively, 
opening for acts like Tammy Wynette, Billy Ray Cyrus, Dia-
mond Rio, Johnny Paycheck, and Michael Martin Murphy.  

Then in 2010 while shuffling through his files, Nelson found 
the manuscript for what would become The Shade Tree 
Choir and decided it was time to revisit the text.  

“I took it out and once I got started I couldn’t stop,” he 
recalls.  “I was just smokin’.  I rewrote the whole thing, found 
an editor, found a tech guy to help me format it.  (I) did a 
gazillion rewrites and it’s been going absolutely bonkers.  
I hear every week from guys my age, ‘You made me cry.’  

One guy said, ‘I cried for an hour after I read your book.’  
Another guy said, ‘I thought I was the only one who felt this 
way.’  So I’m opening doors and people are thanking me – 
these old guys.  I thought, ‘That’s pretty sweet,’ because in 
the ‘50s we were taught:  You don’t share, you don’t cry … 
all that stuff.  I didn’t write it to sell it.  I wrote if for me, for 
a therapeutic tool.  And then somebody said, ‘Why don’t 
you do something with this?’  So that’s how it came about.”  

His second book, Pals (Part One) is his reaction to the abuse 
and how he turned to the support of his best friends to 
survive, including, he notes, Bryan Mihalakis, with whom 
he’s been friends since 7th grade.  “There’s five of them that 
kept me out of jail because I was a juvenile delinquent, a 
thug and a punk and all that stuff,” Nelson said.  

Pals (Part Two) follows his life from college to the present 
and chronicles his success after abuse.  While The Shade 

Tree Choir is written as a novel, the Pals books are writ-
ten in the form of short stories, allowing readers to 
take in as much as they want at any particular time.  
Nelson also has written a book, The Campfire Collec-
tion of Cowpoke Poetry, and more recently was a fea-
tured writer in the Dubuque Area Writers Guild annual 
anthology.  

Released in February of 2014, The Shade Tree Choir is 
already getting rave reviews from readers and inspired 
Nashville-based musician and Rock & Roll Rewind per-
former Mick Yaeger to write a song of the same name, 
inspired by Nelson’s book.  Yaeger will perform the 
song at the Tunes & Tales event.  

“I gave him a copy of the book and he told me the other 
night, he said, ‘I set the book down on my coffee table 
and I clapped.’” Reports Nelson.  “He called me and he 
said, ‘I want to do something for you.  This is so power-
ful.  I want to do something.  I want to team up with 
somebody and see if we can’t do this.’”  

The book is also generating interest in Hollywood, 
through the influence of an actor who has Iowa and 
Dubuque ties.  “He got ahold of (the book),” Nelson 
explains, “he sent me an email and said, ‘You cost me 
two meetings.  I couldn’t put your book down; I didn’t 
go to my meetings.  This is an incredible story.  This 
needs to be a movie.’” 

A big believer in giving back, Nelson will donate a por-
tion of the proceeds from the Tunes & Tales event to Camp 
Albrecht Acres.  Nelson also donates a portion of the 
income from each book that he sells to the Jefferson Mid-
dle School library.  Because The Shade Tree Choir book is 
about the emotional and physical abuse Nelson endured as 
a child, he is also making donations to Bikers Against Child 
Abuse.  

Tickets to Tunes & Tales at Happy’s Place on Thursday, July 
31 are $6 and can be purchased in advance at TunesandTale-
sIowa.com.  To learn more about David Nelson, The Shade 
Tree Choir and his other books, visit DavidNelsonAuthor.com.

{ tunes & tales }
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{ potosi brewfest } i better just have one... at a time.
a festivus for the rest of us, almost one for each of us.

Karaoke 
Thursday, July 17, 8 p.m.

Steve Davis 
Friday, July 18, 8 p.m.

Backroads
Saturday, July 19, 8 p.m.

Royal Bliss  
Sunday, July 20, 8 p.m.
Royal Bliss is modern rock with equal 
parts beauty and tragedy.  Their new 
album Chasing the Sun peaked at #5 on 
the iTunes rock charts and cracked the 
Billboard top 200.  The band amps it up 
on their latest single, “Cry Sister,” which is 
currently climbing the active rock charts 
(#31). Royal Bliss has toured with acts 
such as Buckcherry, Candlebox, Kid Rock 
and Papa Roach.

Don Reese Comedy 
Wednesday, July 23, 8 p.m.  

Dueling Pianos 
Thursday, July 24, 8 p.m.  

J.J. Schmitz 
Friday, July 25, 8 p.m.

Meet The Press 
Saturday, July 26, 8 p.m.

John Bush Comedy 
Wednesday, July 30, 8 p.m.

Rock and Roll Rewind
Friday, August 1, 5 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Saturday, August 2, 5 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Mike Toomey 
Wednesday, August 6, 8 p.m.

Bret Michaels  
Thursday, August 7, 8 p.m. 
Mississippi Moon Bar favorite, Bret 
Michaels is a multiplatinum global 
superstar who has turned his passion for 
music into a multi-faceted brand that 
encompasses record breaking touring 
sales, reality TV stardom, legendary songs, 
all supported and followed by three 
generations of loyal fans. Bret rose to fame 
as the front man of Poison, one of rock’s 
most iconic and enduring bands.  Since 
the band’s beginning, Poison has achieved 
massive success – releasing eight studio 
albums, four live albums, and selling over 
30 million records worldwide.  The band 
has charted ten singles in the Top 40 on 
Billboard’s Hot 100 including the number-
one single, “Every Rose Has It’s Thorn.”

Missbehavin’ 
Friday, August 8, 8 p.m.

Club 84:   
Fast Times at Moon Bar High 
Saturday, August 9, 8 p.m.

Elliott Threatt
Wednesday, August 13, 8 p.m.

1950’s & 1960’s Sock Hop 
Thursday, August 14, 7 p.m.

Buzz Berries
Friday, August 15, 8 p.m.

ZZ3: Tribute to ZZ Top
Saturday, August 16, 8 p.m.

Dr. Gonzo 
Wednesday, August 20, 8 p.m.

Irish Hooley Kickoff Party 
Friday, August 22, 8 p.m.

Project Pink 
Friday, Sept. 19 , 8 p.m.
Project Pink is North America’s premier Pink 
Floyd tribute band! Featuring a high-tech 
laser light show, Project Pink’s award-winning 
musicians pour out the most authentic 
performances of your favorite Pink Floyd 
tunes from “The Dark Side of the Moon,” “The 
Wall,” “Wish You Were Here,” “Meddle,” and 
more.  Whether you’re a lifelong fan of Pink 
Floyd, or a first-timer, take your senses on a 
journey with the mind-blowing experience 
that is Project Pink.

The Beach Boys  
Sat., September 20, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m,
The Beach Boys are an American Rock 
Band formed in 1961 whose early music 
gained popularity across the United 
States for its lyrics reflecting Southern 
California’s youth cultures of surfing, 
cars and romance. The Beach Boys are 
best known for their classics “Surfin’,” “Fun, 
Fun, Fun,” “I Get Around,” “Help Me Rhonda,” 
“California Girls,” Grammy nominated “Good 
Vibrations” and the Golden Globe nominated 
“Kokomo,” which became the bestselling 
single ever.  They were also inducted into the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1988.

Loverboy
Friday, September 26, 8 p.m.
LOVERBOY has sold more than 10 million 
albums, earning four multi-platinum 
plaques, including the four-million-selling 
Get Lucky. Their string of hit singles 
including “Working for the Weekend,” “Hot 
Girls in Love,” “Queen of the Broken Hearts,” 
“Turn Me Loose,” and “ When It’s Over” went 
on to become the anthems and party songs 
of a generation of rock concert-going fans. 

Gear Daddies
Saturday, October 4, 8 p.m.
After nearly 30 years together, one of the 
most resilient and influential Americana/
Rock bands ever to come out of the Twin 
Cities is reaching back to the greatest fans 
in the world.

The Hit Men
November 8, 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Former Stars of Mega-Hit Acts - Frankie 
Valli & The 4 Seasons and Tommy James & 
The Shondells team up to bring a night full 
of classic hits!

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
Wild &Swingin’ Holidy Party
December 6, 8 p.m.
Tickets on sale July 5th!

Lee Greenwood’s   
Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 20
2 SHOWS! 4 PM & 7 PM 
Lee Greenwood is an icon in country music, 
with more than thirty albums to his credit, 
seven #1 songs and 25 charted singles 
including his biggest hit “God Bless the USA”..

Visit www.diamondjodubuque.com for  
details on upcomign shows and tickets too!

All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available  
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at www.DiamondJo.com.

 LAUGHING MOON COMEDY - WEDNESDAYS!      DUELING PIANOS - THURSDAYS!     CLUB 84 - MONTHLY!
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The Barn

by Rich Belmont

When Argosy’s Food For Thought reader Laura Dague 
contacted me to let me know The Barn had really good 
food of course I was skeptical.  Especially after I found 
out she has worked there as a server and cook for over 7 
years.  And besides, how good could this place be when 
it is located in Sherrill, Iowa, a town with a population of 
only 177 people?  And it must be inside a barn, right?

So, ok, I decided to give Laura the benefit of the doubt 
and go check The Barn out for myself.  It’s only 9.5 miles 
and a 15 minute drive from Dubuque City Hall.  It’s easy 
to get to.  Just take Highway 52 North to Sageville and 
turn right onto Sherrill Road.  You will see it on the left 
just after you enter Sherrill.  The first thing you notice is 
it’s not in a barn.  In fact  the building never was.  It was 
originally a hotel and general store.  Laura is right too, the 
food is delicious!

Victor Breitbach (known to all his customers as “VJ”) and 
his wife Donna took over the store around 1960 and 
turned it into a bar and restaurant.  They operated The 
Barn for 32 years and all 10 of their children worked there 
at one time or another.

Fourteen years ago their son, 
Jeff Breitbach, took control 
and he has continued to 
run it the same way his 
parents did.  The mission 
is and always has been to 
serve copious amounts of 
good tasting food for as little 
money as possible.

One of the neat things about The Barn is it is open 
eighteen and a half hours every day (except 15 on Sunday) 
and the kitchen is open the whole time.  That’s why you 
never encounter any hungry people around Sherrill.

I have discovered I truly enjoy starting my day at The 
Barn.  A two egg and cheese sandwich is only $2.49 and 
an English muffin sandwich with one egg, cheese and 
choice of ham, bacon or sausage is only $3.99.  I like to 
order the Country Breakfast (top) consisting of two eggs, 
sausage patty, hash browns and toast or the Farm Hand 
Breakfast Sandwich with two eggs, cheese and ham, 
bacon or sausage on Texas toast.  The Breakfast Menu 
has many more choices including Ham Steak and Eggs, 
French Toast, Burritos and several three-egg Omelets.

The Barn has a whole list of appetizers.  In fact, there are 
17 different items so you are certain to find some you 
like.  The Chicken Wings are quite tasty as are the Onion 
Rings, Chicken Strips, Potato Skins and Nachos Supreme.  
I, myself, can make a whole meal out of fried Battered 
Green Beans, Cauliflower Florets coated with crisp 
cheddar cheese breading and Broccoli Cheddar Bites.  
This last one is a mix of small broccoli florets, bacon, 
cheddar cheese and onions in a crisp potato breading.

The 10 different styles 
of hamburgers are 
delightful.  They are called 
Barn Burgers:  pretty 
clever, yes?  Ground beef 
is hand formed into a one 
third pound patty and 
grilled on a flat top.  You 
can add a second patty 
for only $1.79 more and 
French fries for $1.49.  If 
you like your fries extra 
crispy order the Crinkle 
Cut or if you prefer fresh 
potatoes ask for the Homemade version.  These are Idaho 
russets and are sliced into fries in the kitchen.  I suggest 
you have these with the Double Bacon & Mushroom 
Cheeseburger which is one impressive Barn Burger. 

The Barn
5090 Sherrill Road, Sherrill, IA 52073
563-552-2353 Facebook.com/TheBarnSherrill
HOURS: Mon – Sat: 7:30 a.m. – 2 a.m., Sun: 11a.m.  – 2 a.m.
DINING STYLE: Come as you are
NOISE LEVEL: Conversational
RECOMMENDATIONS: Country Breakfast, Farm Hand 
Breakfast Sandwich, Appetizer Combo Basket, Barn Burgers, 
Pizza, Fried Chicken, Ham Steak, New York Strip with Fried 
Shrimp, Grilled Shrimp, Texas Chicken, Friday Fish Fry
LIQUOR SERVICE: Full Bar
PRICES: Breakfast: $2.49 - $7.99
Lunch: $3.99 - $7.29, Dinner: $5.99 - $22.99
PAYMENT OPTIONS: Cash, Debit, MasterCard, Visa, 
Discover, ATM on premises
ACCESSIBILITY: Front Door & Restrooms 
KIDS POLICY: Menu, High Chairs, Boosters
RESERVATIONS: Yes
CATERING: Yes      TAKE OUT: Yes      DELIVERY: No
PARKING: Large Private Lot

{ the barn } club = bacon, right?

http://www.restaurantmarketingdbq.com
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On a recent visit members of my tasting team enjoyed a 
fresh baked and made to order pizza.  You can build your 
own version of a pizza by specifying either regular or 
thin crust and requesting your favorite toppings selected 
from a list of 15 of them.  There are a number of specialty 
pizzas as well.  My tasters chowed down on a large one-
half Chicken Bacon Alfredo and one-half Meat, Meat & 
More Meat.  When you are really hungry try the Cliffy 
Special.  This starts out as a Supreme Pizza containing 
sausage, pepperoni, mushrooms, onions, peppers, black 
and green olives.  Then extra everything is added.  It is 
named after Doc Steve Clifford who first ordered this 
monstrosity.

The sandwiches are called Specialties and that’s because 
they are all quite special.  They are  served on toasted 
Kaiser buns, toasted hoagie rolls or grilled Texas toast.  
Examples include the Chicken (above) or Steak Supreme 
containing strips of grilled chicken breast or beefsteak 
topped with sautéed onions, mushrooms, green peppers 
and melted mozzarella and American cheese on a hoagie; 

breaded pork tenderloin with lettuce, tomato, pickle and 
onion on a Kaiser bun; Texas Chicken breast topped with 
Swiss and American cheese, bacon, lettuce, tomato and 
mayo on grilled Texas toast.

On week-days there is a lunch buffet.  It usually has fried 
chicken and another blue ribbon lunch plate.  On my last 
visit the daily lunch special was Beef Tips and Noodles, 
Mashed Potatoes and Green Beans (below).  I won’t 
mention any names but I must tell you the Publisher of 
365ink who says he is on a diet went back for seconds!

Fried chicken is a house specialty.  It is hand coated with a 
light breading and fried in a way that eliminates any greasy 
taste.  Fried cod or pike fillets are also house specialties.  
During Lent they are served buffet style.  However, The 
Barn is one of the few restaurants in the area that has an 
all you can eat Friday Fish Fry all year long.  Shrimp is very 

popular as well. Jumbo Shrimp (21 to 25 per pound) are 
served the way you like them: battered, grilled or broiled 
(above). Jeff says that during Lent it is not unusual for his 
cooks to hand batter up to 3,000 shrimp in a single night.

The beef and pork dinners are exceptionally tasty and are 
supremely satisfying.  For example the Pork Chop dinner 
includes 2 half pound smoked center cut chops and the 
Ham Steak dinner (rigth) is a humongous slice of Farmland 
pit ham grilled and topped with pineapple and brown 
sugar.  You can’t possibly go wrong with the steaks either.  
They are always fresh, never frozen, USDA Choice grade.  
One night I was very pleased with a New York Strip and 

Fried Shrimp Combo (top) and on another night I happily 
devoured a pound of fresh ground Hamburger Steak 
(above) smothered with sautéed onions and mushrooms.  
Next Saturday night I expect I will be digging into a pound 
of Prime Rib roasted low and slow for 3 hours.  I’ll ask for it 
Blackened which means it will be slathered in butter and 
Cajun seasonings and seared in a skillet.   Hey, maybe I 
will go all out and order the Prime Rib and Shrimp Combo!

Jeff Breitbach certainly has a knack for putting together 
great tasty meals he is able to sell at rock bottom prices.  
I suppose that’s why I noticed he has many catering jobs 
on his schedule.  He can serve any number of people 
fried chicken or steak dinners, and banquets prepared in 
accordance with your customized menu.

So thank you Laura Dague for suggesting I visit The Barn.  
This restaurant wasn’t on my radar and now thanks to you 
it has been placed on my highly recommended list!

Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see 
reviewed?  Please send your requests, suggestions and 
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com.

i always get the wrong sized tupperware container for leftovers.{ the barn }
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Life Beyond Knockout Roses…
 
No one knows just how tough our winter 
was more than a rose gardener.  More than 
many other plants, roses were particularly 
hit hard.  Although that has meant lots of 
sales in the rose category, I keep hearing 
from people that they are giving up on 
roses and looking for alternatives.  Not so 
fast!  Last year was one of the toughest in 
decades and I would definitely not base my 
future plantings solely on it.  Newer varieties 
of roses provide some of the most vibrant 
colors in the landscape blooming early 
summer through frost with minimal care.

Shrub Roses, including the ever popular, 
Knockout Rose (above), made the idea 
of growing roses not only achievable but 
cool.  Each are grown on their own root 
for hardiness and bred to have excellent 
disease resistance.  I personally love the 
Homerun series. It offers continuous 
bloom, black spot and mildew resistance 
and heat tolerance - all with vivid, rich pink 
or red flowers! It is early to flower, 
producing new blooms daily making 
it a colorful choice for sunny areas. 
Low-maintenance and heat tolerant 
too.   Best of all, Homerun Roses 
require no deadheading.

 

Here are several other specific types of 

shrub roses you might want to consider:
 
Groundcover Roses are easy-care, vigorous 
and cold hardy with glossy dark green 
foliage and excellent disease resistance. 
Their low spreading habit is perfect for 
smaller gardens, most reaching less than two 
feet tall.  Check out the Oso Easy™ collection 
which come in many colors including my 
favorite Paprika, a bold orange that is often 
hard to find in the landscape.  Drift® Roses are 
a cross between full-size groundcover roses 
and miniature roses.  Their glossy dark green 
foliage has excellent disease resistance. 
Drift Roses are perfect for smaller gardens, 
spreading gently around established plants, 
in borders or along paths.

Climbing Shrub Roses will give you vertical 
interest to your garden and allow you a 

chance to add a trellis, 
arbor or pergola your 
design. Sizes will vary 
from six feet to twenty 
feet in height. William 
Baffin is tried and true.   

I love the new variety ‘Candyland’ which 
offers multicolored flowers on one plant, 
reminiscent of the sunset.
 

David Austin 
English Roses 
combine the forms 
and scents of old 
roses with the 
repeat flowering 
of modern roses. 

They can be grown as wonderful shrubs or 
as short climbers. English Roses are easy to 
grow and remarkably tolerant.

Rugosa roses are native to Asia. They 
have certain advantages for western rose 
gardeners, namely great cold tolerance 
and pest resistance. Rugosa roses are tall, 
shrubby plants that need room to spread 
out. Many are fragrant, produce colorful 
‘hips’  but be careful, they have particulary 

vicious thorns!  I 
love the bold 
purple blooms 
of the Raspberry 
Rugostar rugosa.  
As my almost 4 
year old daughter 

Skylar says, “They add a beautiful pop of 
color to our garden.” 
 
 Caring for Your Shrub Roses
You’re not completely off the hook: these 
are low-maintenance blooms—not no-
maintenance blooms! They’ll thrive with 
routine watering (twice a week), some 
fertilizing (once a month), and a bit of 
pruning. Larger varieties may require 
additional training and pruning, depending 
on how much space you have in your garden 
and your landscape design. Make time for 
pruning wilted flowers to ensure ongoing 
blooms throughout the season. 

{ do it yourself advice from sara } can i borrow your sawsall?

http://www.stevesace.com
http://kuttlerdental.com
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{ library and crossword }

Dino O’Dell  
Friday, July 18, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.  
With a guitar, a box full of musical 
instruments and a wealth of stories, 
Dino O’Dell has been entertaining 
children in daycares, bookstores, living 
rooms, theaters, and schools for over 10 
years. Performances include such hits 
as “Itty Bitty Monsters,” “The Peanut 
Butter Pond,” “The Pizza Polka,” and “I 
Go Bananas for Bananas.” Join us for 
the adventure of playing, dancing, and 
singing with Dino O’Dell.  For ages 2 to 10.  
Please register no more than one week in 
advance at 563-589-4225 and ask for the 
Children’s Help Desk at extension 2228.

Free Movie:   
The Grand Budapest Hotel  
Wednesday, July 23, 6 p.m.  
Enjoy the movie The Grand Budapest 
Hotel in the Aigler Auditorium on the 
Library’s 3rd Floor. Admission is free, but 
seating will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Written and directed by Wes Anderson 
and inspired by the writings of Stefan 
Zweig, The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(2014) is a comedy about a legendary 
concierge at a famous European hotel, 
the theft of a priceless Renaissance 
painting, and the battle for an enormous 
family fortune. The movie is 100 minutes 

long and is rated R for “language, some 

sexual content and violence.” For more 
information, please call the Library at 
563-589-4225 or visit us on Facebook.

Terry Fisk “Iowa Ghosts  
and the Afterlife”  
Thursday, July 24, 7 p.m.  
Terry Fisk, co-author of “The Iowa Road 
Guide to Haunted Locations”, will give 

an hour-long 
presentation at 
7:00 PM in the 
3rd Floor Aigler 
Auditorium. Fisk 
will discuss his 
confrontations 
with the famous 
skeptic and 
debunker James 

Randi. He will also describe his ghost 
investigations with world-renowned 
medium, Allison DuBois (the real-life 
inspiration for the hit CBS TV series, 
Medium), and psychic Chip Coffey (from 
TVs Paranormal State and Psychic Kids). 
This session examines some of the haunted 
locations in Iowa personally investigated 
by Mr. Fisk. He will share photos, case 
histories, eyewitness accounts, and ghost 
lore. Come explore the unknown!

Time Travelers’ Party  
Saturday, July 26, 2-4:30 p.m.  
All time travelers (18 and older) are 

invited to our Doctor 
Who celebration on 
Saturday, July 26th, 
from 2:00 - 4:30 PM. 
Come dressed as your 
favorite character or 
from your favorite 
time period. Blending 
in with the early 
21st century? Yes, 

the Dubuque T.A.R.D.I.S. will be here 
for pictures! That’s cool too! We’ll have 
snacks, crafts, trivia, and more. Allons-y! 
BYOB (Bring Your Own Banana). This 
event is presented as part of libX and the 
Adult Summer Reading Program.

he’s too depressed to google.

http://www.dubuque.lib.ia.us/
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There is an old story of blind men and 
an elephant. The blind men all meet and 
are asked to describe the elephant. One 
says that an elephant is long and skinny 
like a snake. The other says that the first 
doesn’t know what he is talking about 
and says an elephant is like the trunk of a 
tree, round and thick. The third says they 
are both wrong, that an elephant is wide 
and circular like a giant disc.

They began to argue about the elephant 
and each man insisted that he was right. 
A wise man was passing by and he saw 
this. He stopped and asked them, “What 
is the matter?” They said, “We cannot 
agree to what the elephant is like.” Each 
one of them told what he thought the 
elephant was like. It doesn’t take very 
long to figure out that each of the men 
is talking about a different part of the el-
ephant (trunk, leg and ear, respectively). 
Because their experience was limited to 
a certain part of the elephant, they as-
sumed that the elephant was the part 
they knew. One could only feel that the 
elephant was a trunk, so he thought it 
was like a snake.

The wise man 
calmly explained 
to them, “Each one 
of you is correct; and 
each one of you is 
wrong. The reason each 
of you is telling it differently because 
each one of you touched the different 
part of the elephant. Thus you only have 
a partial view of the animal.” When you 
cannot see the entire picture, you can 
talk about it, look at it, and try to solve 
it understanding only the parts that 
you can see or feel. They were all cor-
rect from their own point of view, but 
no one was quite willing to listen to the 
others.  Only when you put the partial 
views together will get an idea of what 
an elephant looks like.

To gain new perspective, you need to 
look at it differently. If you use the same 
old bag of tricks, you end up with the 
same magic show. When a new solution 
is required, the best way to find it is to 
change the perspective. This can mean 
looking at the big picture, asking differ-
ent questions or simply changing the 
language. Once you have explored new 
angles, you will often gain new perspec-
tive. If all you can see or feel is the ear and 
leg, you usually need new perspective to 
complete your view of the elephant.

You see things exclusively through your 
own perspective. Try to understand oth-
er people’s points of view.   This will en-
able you to get a proper perspective. The 
next time you disagree with someone, 
check your attitude and make sure that 
you’re not at the trunk end when your 
peer is holding the tail.

Perspective
by Matt Booth

Mattitude Quote 
“Rejecting a victim mentality gives you control over your attitude”.
            -  Matt Booth

Engaging keynote speaker, Matt Booth, is the attitude expert. He is an Award-winning speaker 
and author. Through his keynote speeches and training programs, he educates and entertains 
audiences with his unique abilities and talents. To find out how Matt can help you improve your 
attitude, call 563-590-9693 or email info@mattbooth.com.

{ hy-vee health market / mattitude } full serving of veggies before sugar indulgence.

It’s that time of year. As the summer months 
draw to a close, schools are busy prepar-
ing to welcome back students for another 
year of learning. One key to helping your 
child succeed in the classroom is to make 
breakfast a daily routine. Research shows 
kids who eat breakfast are more likely to 
have higher test scores, improved concen-
tration and healthier body weights. The 
energy and nutrients in a healthy breakfast 
help the body wake up after a night’s sleep, 
starting the day off the right way. Toast 
earns a gold star for breakfast because it is:

Quick & Kid-friendly: For many families, 
busy mornings are the biggest barrier to 
breakfast. Finding foods that are both nu-
tritious and easy to prepare is key. Ready in 
under five minutes and simple enough that 
kids can prepare it themselves, toast is an 
ideal breakfast choice. Involving your kids 
in meal preparation builds confidence, inde-
pendence and a foundation of cooking skills 
they can rely on as they continue to grow.

Economical: Assembling toast with top-
pings takes only a few simple ingredients. 
Bread is a basic staple that costs only a few 
cents per slice. Compare this cost to that 
of ready-to-eat breakfast pastries, 
which cost nearly twice as much, 
yet contain less protein, fiber and 
whole grains. 

Nutritious: Start off with a slice of 
whole-grain bread and top it off 
with any variety of spreads, fruits 
or veggies. For ideas, see the reci-
pes below. Toast with toppings is 
a breakfast choices that includes 
protein, fiber and healthy fats. 
These nutrients slow digestion, 
keeping kids full, focused and 
energized longer. Toast with top-
pings also provides a variety of vi-
tamins and minerals, like vitamins 
A and C, B vitamins, potassium 
and iron. The energy and nutrients 
found in toast provide the get-up-
and-go needed to fuel a day of 
work and play. 

Ricotta, Honey & Cinnamon Toast
All you need: 
1 slice whole grain bread, toasted
2 tablespoons ricotta cheese
1 tablespoon Hy-Vee honey
Sprinkle of Hy-Vee ground cinnamon
All you do:
• Spread toasted bread with ricotta cheese. 
• Drizzle honey over ricotta and sprinkle 
with cinnamon. 
Serves 1. Nutrition Facts per serving: 218 
calories, 6 gm fat, 3 gm saturated fat, 16 
mg cholesterol, 38 gm carbohydrate, 3 gm 
fiber, 8 gm protein, 157 mg sodium
Adapted from: www.allyou.com

Avocado, Tomato & Feta Toast
All you need: 
1 slice whole grain bread, toasted
½ of a ripe avocado, mashed 
2 slices ripe tomato
1 tablespoon Hy-Vee Select Traditional 
Feta crumbled cheese
All you do:
• Spread toasted bread with mashed avo-
cado. Top with tomato slices. Sprinkle with 
feta cheese. 
Serves 1. Nutrition Facts per serving: 200 
calories, 14 gm fat, 3.5 gm saturated fat, 10 
mg cholesterol, 20 gm carbohydrate, 5 gm 
fiber, 7 gm protein, 300 mg sodium
Adapted from: CaliforniaAvocado.

Toast: the New   
Breakfast of Champions
with nutritionists
Megan Horstman & Amber Jaeger

http://www.mattbooth.com/
http://www.mattbooth.com/
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Now Showing @ MINDFRAME  
Friday, July 18 - Thursday, July 24
Planes: Fire & Rescue (PG) 
Fri - Thu: (11:00 AM), (12:55), (3:00), (5:00), 6:55, 8:50
Sex Tape (R) 
Fri - Thu: (12:00), (2:15), (4:45), 7:20, 9:40
Begin Again (R) 
Fri - Thu: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:20), 7:10, 9:25
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (PG-13) 
Fri - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:25), 7:05, 9:50

 
A Hard Day’s Night - 50th Anniversary (G) 
Fri - Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:05), 9:50
Mon - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:05), 6:45
Tammy (R) 
Fri - Wed: (12:30), (2:45), (5:00), 7:30, 9:45
Thu: (12:30), (2:45), (5:00)
Transformers: Age of Extinction (PG-13) 
Fri - Sun: (3:15), 6:45, Mon - Wed: (3:15), 8:45
Thu: (3:15 PM)
Arthur Christmas (PG) Free Admission
Mon - Thu: 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM
Judy Moody and the Not Bummer Summer 
(PG) Free admission! Fri: 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM

{ movies } weirdo!

555 JFK Road, Behind Kennedy Mall
www.mindframetheaters.com  
Movie Hotline: 563-582-4971

Montly Python Live(ish)  
Wednesdays, August 6 & 13  
Mindframe Theaters  
Monty Python Live (mostly), the historic 
Last Night of the Pythons recorded live 
from London’s O2 in July will show at 
Mindframe Theaters, Wednesday Aug. 6 
& Wednesday Aug. 13. Times are still TBA. 
Admission is $12. Visit www.mindframe-
theaters.com for updates on showtimes.

Now fans around the world will have the 
opportunity of joining in on a chance to 
say farewell to the Pythons on this last 
and special night. Monty Python right-
fully hold a place amongst the world’s 
finest ever comedians, influencing a 
generation and revolutionizing comedy 
on their way to greatness. There was 

huge demand for tickets for the first live 
performances at the O2 on stage by the 
stars of Monty Python since performing 
at the Hollywood Bowl on 15 Septem-
ber 1980 and 40 years after they last 
appeared on stage in the UK at the The-
atre Royal, Drury Lane. At a combined 
age of just 357, John Cleese, Terry Gil-
liam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael 
Palin will once again take to the stage 
and perform some of Monty Python’s 
greatest hits with modern, topical, 
Pythonesque twists.

“Thanks to the wonderful invention 
of moving pictures, The Last Night of 
Monty Python is coming to Mindframe 
Theaters. 

Monty Python first hit our screens with 
the Flying Circus, which saw 45 episodes 
broadcast over four BBC series between 
1969 and 1974. The Pythons were an 
instant success and became the face of 
British comedy.  They went on to achieve 
overwhelming international acclaim 
with the huge success of films such as 
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail” in 
1975, “Life of Brian” in 1979 and their 
final film, “The Meaning of Life” in 1983.

MOVIE BUZZ
NBC has cast Christopher Walken as 
Captain Hook in their Peter Pan musical, 
and per usual, the title role will be filled 
by a short-haired woman looking less 
like a boy, more like your aunt.

In late August, Ghostbusters is headed 
back to theaters with a restored and 
remastered version. Also restored: the 
trailer for the rerelease still stupidly 
ends on a curse cut short. Come on. 
You’re the Ghostbusters.

Guillermo del Toro has revealed plans 
to shoot a “very small” “really, really 
bizarre” movie-which, for him, means 
but a single grotesque freak running 
around looking like a nightmare. 

The 2014 Primetime Emmy Nominees 
list is out: the 66th annual list of 
shows they cannot believe you aren’t 
watching. Well, you have just got to see 
these shows. Now. Go watch them.

Scarlett Johansson is in negotiations 
to join Hail Caesar, the Coen Brothers 
comedy about a ‘50s fixer who keeps 
Hollywood stars in line. Unlike herself, 
this pregnant actress doesn’t have the 
luxury of getting a pregnant role.

The 1964 Don Knotts film, The Incredible 
Mr. Limpet, had Knotts turning into a 
cartoon fish, helping the Navy take out 
Nazi U-boats. Richard Linklater’s odd 
remake will have an environmentalist 
angle: Jon Hamm as an evil businessman 
mining the ocean floor and destroying 
marine life, forcing the fish-rallying of 
Zach Galifianakis, who has the body of a 
cartoon fish that probably has a beard. 
Like Avatar, but less ridiculous.

The trailer for Sharknado 2: The 
Second One asks what happens when 
meteorological fish hit Manhattan. It’s 
a shark-filled wind come to blow Taxi 
Driver and Manhattan off the top of the 
list of definitive New York movies.

The Purge: Anarchy (R) (July 17)
The New Founders of America invite you 
to celebrate your annual right to Purge: 
one night a year, all crime - including 
murder - is legal for 12 hours.

The Fluffy Movie (PG-13) (July 25)
Worldwide comic phenomenon Gabriel 
“Fluffy” Iglesias captured in never-before-
seen footage from his sold-out “Unity 
Through Laughter” tour, spanning over 
23 countries, and more than 400 cities. 

Hercules (July 25)
When the ruler of Thrace and his daughter 
seek his help to defeat a savage and 
terrifying warlord, Hercules finds that in 
order for good to triumph and justice to 
prevail, he must become the hero.

Lucy (R) (July 25) 
Writer/director Luc Besson directs 
Scarlett Johansson in “Lucy,” an action-
thriller that tracks a woman accidentally 
caught in a dark deal who turns the 
tables on her captors and transforms 
into a merciless warrior evolved beyond 
human logic. 

Get On Up (PG-13) (August 1)
Based on the incredible life story of the 
Godfather of Soul, the film will give a 
fearless look inside the music, moves and 
moods of James Brown, taking audiences 
on the journey from his impoverished 
childhood to his evolution into one of 
the most influential figures of the 20th 
century.

coming to theaters :

http://www.mindframetheaters.com
http://www.mindframetheaters.com
http://www.plattevillemovies.com
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When our first child was due, my husband 
and I thought we had it all covered. We 
would bring everything we needed, from 
a polka-dot onesie for the baby to wear 
home to a pair of baggy sweatpants for her 
mother to do the same. A few toiletries, a 
list of phone numbers, and the camera. 
This being ages before digital picture-
takers, the camera was my husband’s 
single-lens reflex Panasonic, which took 
exceptional photos. 

When Allison was born, she was not 
only healthy but beautiful, and we were 
delighted to take pictures of our newborn 
for the three days she and I spent in the 
hospital.

Thus we were devastated when we 
learned that the film had failed to 
advance, giving us no pictures at all. Even 
though we could start over on her fourth 
day, there was no way to replace those 
brand-new, day-one portraits, her eyes 
half-open, her hair not yet turned to fluff.

We were extra careful when her brother 
made his debut, and we have plenty of 
photos of  him freshly hatched, curled in 
a semicircle on my hospital bed. Priceless.

As both kids grew, the pictures kept 
coming. Every birthday is documented, 
every first day of school, and all the times 
in between, from first steps in the living 
room to walks across the stage for high 
school and college diplomas. There are 
sweet photos, goofy photos; Cub Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, baking with Grandma, reading 
with me. It’s all there.

Allison and I mined those photos for a 
very special wedding gift to our son and 
his bride last month, sending 80 or so to 
Shutterfly so they could create a hardcover 
“Dan Through the Years,” from a photo of 
a very pregnant me to some terrific shots 
of him and his smiling fiancée.

I thought there would never be another 
priceless moment that went unrecorded, 
especially after the advent of phones that 
take pictures. I was wrong.

My son got married this summer. It was a 
three-day event, really, with the first day 
spent not only rehearsing the service 

and eating dinner together 
at L.May, but also – and first 
– wandering around the 
Arboretum for countless 
photos taken by a pro, all of 
us dressed in our wedding 
finery.

At some point, Bob and I were 
told we could bow out, since 
the final photos would focus 
on the bride and groom and 
their attendants. Because Allison was one 
of the bridesmaids, and she had hitched 
a ride with us, we waited up by the office 
until she was done.

There we were, talking about this and 
that, enjoying the breeze that cooled 
us off somewhat. Another bride and 
groom were having their actual wedding 
down in the gazebo, and we watched 
with bemused interest. Then something 
happened that made me say aloud, “Oh! 
I wish I had my camera!”

It was nothing earthshaking. Just my two 
kids, too old to be called that by anyone 
but me. Dan, the groom, was walking 
his sister, the bridesmaid, up the path 
to where Bob, his step-dad, and I were 
waiting. Dan had slung the jacket of his 
tux over his shoulder, and Allison had 
taken off her kitten heels to walk barefoot. 
I have no idea what they were saying, but 
they were smiling and laughing, so I’m 
sure it was good.

Tears had been coming to my eyes off and 
on ever since Dan and his true love made 
their announcement just after Christmas. 
This was one of those teary times. All I 
could think was: “My kids. They made it.” 
Out of the violence of my first marriage, 
which they endured from the time they 
were babies; out of the breakup of their 
home; out of the move from Colorado, 
their native state, to Iowa and a new 
school, a new house, and no mountains.

They had survived countless challenges, 
including the emotional and verbal abuse 
their father continued to heap on them, 
as he insisted on his visitation rights. They 
had survived his death at the age of 48. 
They had, as a friend pointed out, not only 
survived, but thrived. That’s all I wanted. 

And here was some proof.

The next day, there were two more 
moments I wish had been caught by a 
camera. Right after the wedding, the 
bride and groom sat briefly to sign the 
legal forms sealing their union. Then 
Dan’s groomsmen, guys I had known in 
younger days dressed in jeans and t-shirts, 
now looking spiffy in white ties and tuxes, 
grabbed my son and surrounded him in a 
group hug. Wow, I thought. Where’s that 
photographer?

The third unrecorded 
moment came at the 
reception, just minutes 
before the dreaded ritual 
Mother-Son dance. Dan came 
to get me as his bride cut the 
rug with her father, laughing 
as he said, “I hope you’re 
ready to dance with me!” 
When I protested, “You know 
I can’t dance!” he led me into 
a side room where the gifts 
were piled. He put one arm 
around my waist, and took 
my other hand in his. It was 
so easy, I laughed out loud. It 

would have made a nice picture.

I’m told the official photographer took 
hundreds of shots, and I’ll be getting my 
own share soon. It’s okay that nobody 
caught those three. I’ve got them right 
here, after all. I’ll have them forever, 
exactly as they looked in the summer 
of 2014. Three incandescent pictures, 
framed and hung forever in the gallery of 
my heart.

- pam2617@yahoo.com

{ pam kress dunn } awww. that’s so sweet.

Unphotographable 
by pam kress-dunn

http://www.facebook.com/thefoodstore
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Dear Erma,
Last week my cat bit me,  but I don’t think 
he was upset,  I think he wants to eat me.  
Ever since my husband started feeding 
him raw deer guts to save money on cat 
food I’ve noticed a change.  

Do house cats eat humans? I’m scared to 
fall asleep with him prowling around the 
house, what if he goes for my neck? What 
should I do Erma? 

- Velma with the vampire cat on North 
Range ct.

Dear Velma,
Oh my I’ve never heard of a vampire 
cat before,  we once had a cat that was 
addicted to Herbs pipe tobacco.  The 
poor thing would eat it and go crazy for 
several hours.  The vet thought it was 
possibly feline vertigo, but I knew better.   
So I bought a container of catnip and 
filled Herbs tobacco pouch with it.  In the 
end Herb abruptly quit smoking and the 
cat went back to normal.  

Tell your husband to spend less money 
on ammo and buy some regular cat food, 
or you could just adopt a rough looking 
rescue dog to occupy the cat.

Dear Erma,

I think my goldfish is gay,  is it possible 
and how could i tell?
- Stan the confused on Kings Landing.

Dear Stan,

I’m not sure that I can be much help,  but I 
suppose you could check to see if the fish 
tank has been tastefully decorated. 

Dear Erma,
I had a dream that I was a senator.   Does 
this mean i should run for office?
- Harvey on Cedar Cross.

Dear Harvey,
I believe what you had is called a 
nightmare.  Running for office is fine, 
but if you win you would have to move 
to Washington DC.  Its impossible to 
find a good cheese curds there, and 
you probably wont actually be able to 
change anything.  So keep dreaming.

Dear Erma,
My son is obsessed with Taylor Swift, 
he wont listen to anyone else and I’m 
afraid its unhealthy.  He just spent $900 
on a napkin she used to blot her lipstick. 
That was money he was supposed to 
use for college textbooks,  what can i 
do to put a stop to this madness?
- Florence on Laurel St.

Dear Florence,
That does sound unhealthy.   I’m not 
sure who this Taylor Swift is,  as i had 
my TV turned into a fishtank when they 
took Lucy off the air.  

Oh wait, now I remember reading about 
her in the checkout line,  she is the one 
who writes a song for every person she 
sleeps with.   Hmmm tell your son, well 
don’t tell him anything, just take him 
to a head doctor,  or hire a call girl that 
looks like this swift character. 

(On second thought you better not hire 
a prostitute,  as its illegal unless you 
work in Washington DC or live in Las 
Vegas.)

i just left work early. i might have to be sick tomorrow and friday.{ erma gerd’s questionably lucid advice }

http://www.diamondjo.com
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{dr. mccracken’s horrorscopes / sudoku } grammar. it’s a useful engine.

 Aries  3/21-4/19  
Social events and 
waterboarding could put you 

in touch with a lot of interesting people. 
Expect at some point to be treated to 
a monologue on responsibility from 
someone equally inept.

Taurus  4/20-5/20  
You’ll have a lot of definite 
ideas on the subject of 

artificial lighting and you’ll be more 
likely to talk than listen and that’s why 
you’re mostly terrible.

Gemini   5/21-6/21  
Expect Tumblr to get worse and 
worse and your Harry Potter 

picture collection to not improve it at all.

Cancer   6/22-7/22  
There was a cop who got shot 
and then they turned him 

into a robot. Your lucky number is 33.

Leo   7/23-8/22   
You may begin to notice a 
markedly different take on 

your fashion sense as of late, particularly 
from domesticated animals of the 
opposite sex. Try highlighting your 
feathered boa with shame. 

Virgo   8/23-9/22   
Your romantic life could 
take a turn for the worse. 

Somehow. Think globally, act timidly.

Libra   9/23-10/22   
If it’s been awhile since 
you’ve been kicked out of 

Best Buy, take turns asking different 
employees how loudly you can yell at 
certain remotes until they start to work. 

Scorpio  10/23-11/21   
You might think often about 
building a better dishwasher, 

but the real feat you pull off regularly is 
not curling up inside the one you have 
and turning it on soak. 

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21  
Perhaps you will work 
another thirty or forty years 

or so before retiring into the blandest, 
most disempowered years of your life.

Capricorn  12/22-1/19  
The way the stars aligning all 
depends on how much time 

you spend looking at the stars instead 
of finding a career that isn’t dreadful.

Aquarius  1/20-2/18   
I can tell you were born in 
1992 because you’ve never 

taken a bath without looking at Twitter.

Pisces   2/19-3/20  
Deep inside your soul there’s 
a lot of beauty that, in the 

end, doesn’t matter compared to how 
much money you owe several people 
and companies.
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mulgrews-Tavern-Liquor-Store/164940933553482
http://www.rundeautogroup.com
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