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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO some-
where in this issue of Dubuque365ink.
Can you find the master of movies buried 
within these pages? Good Luck! Winners 
get a free warm fuzzy!

In This Issue of 365ink...
I made the critical mistake of going to 
McDonald’s for lunch in a hurry the other 
day. I was so dumbfounded by my expe-
rience I thought I should write about it 
here, but eventually my McRage subsided 
and I just don’t have the energy anymore. 
Needless to say, when a food establish-
ment whose only real selling point is 
speed puts in designated “I’m waiting for 
my friggin’ food” parking spaces...FIVE 
of them...you’ve got issues to deal with. 
And, oh yeah, if you don’t plan on actu-
ally giving me my sauces with my food, 
please don’t ask if I want them in the first 
lace. And finally he’s done venting,

On to more important things...

I am as guilty as anyone when looking 
online for the best deals, especially when 
I’m buying the big-ticket items. We just 
purchased new digital cameras at 365 
and we looked all over 
Dubuque to find anyone 
close to the price we found 
online. No one came with-
in $65 of the $295 online 
price. We bought online. 
It’s a Canon digital camera 
that no one locally can ser-
vice and is the same camera 
no matter where you buy it. 
I’m sleeping just fine after 
my non-local purchase. 

But there are times when 
I think it imperative that 
we look local first and last 
when making informed buy-
ing decisions, as my friend 
Ralph would say. There are 
just some things in our lives 
that need maintaining and a 
little TLC now and again. These items are 
also available online and the temptation 
is there. But buyer beware. My friend Ben 
Graham at Graham’s Style Store for Men 
in downtown Dubuque has signs in his 
dressing rooms that say, “The sting of poor 
quality lasts long after the of joy low price 
is forgotten.” Graham’s is not the cheapest 
men’s store in town. But there is a reason 
for that. It’s a quaity thing. But I think re-
ally, it’s much more than that. It’s all about 
service. Like nearly all of his regular cus-
tomers, Ben knows my size and tastes. He 
knows what I already have and lets me 
know when new stuff that he thinks I’d 
like comes in. That’s proactive marketing 
on his part. But for me, that’s just plain 
good customer service. 

Another 365ink advertiser, Rondinelli 
Music, is a similar case. I am a lifelong 
musician and got my first guitar, one 
which I still gig with, at George Rondi-
nelli’s store when I was 11 years old. (It’s 
over 22 years old now and works great.) 
With the rise of the Internet and catalogs, 
George feels the pinch of low-price of-
fers. But what most people don’t know is 
that George can match about any cata-
log price you find out there and can also 
find about any product you want within a 
couple of days. The huge difference, in my 
mind, comes in not when I buy the gui-
tar, but when I break it, which happens. 
George, like Graham’s, services what he 
sells. I can get my suit and my guitar fixed 
in Dubuque by people I know and trust. 
So can you. But if we keep buying these 
sensitive items from a warehouse in New 
Jersey, George and Ben will not be open 
in ten years just to fix the stuff we bought 

from the big box e-re-
tailers. We will lose 
our customer service 
in our effort to save a 
buck. 

Not every local store 
can match the online 
prices. And there’s a 
painfully fine line be-
tween what you might 
wish to always have 
local access to for 
service and what you 
don’t need. But we 
must choose: what is 
the “tax,” the markup 
we’re willing to pay 
to retain our local op-
tions, our ability to talk 
to a real person face 

to face about the things we care about? 
If the answer is that you’re not willing to 
pay more, you cannot complain when 
the day comes that you rip the ass out of 
your J.C. Penney (or Jacque Pennay, as 
my father lovingly says) and you can’t run 
down and get an emergency repair while 
you wait from a friend. The rub is if you 
don’t care, then the choice is made for 
the rest of us as well. We all lose. What 
products and services are important to 
you? Treasure them, support them, cham-
pion them. Certainly there are some ways 
we shop that will continue to be changed 
by “progress.” But for the ones that affect 
our daily quality of life, we are the only 
ones who can determine if it’s still there 
tomorrow. Choose wisely. 

That’s me with my band, the Rocket 
Surgeons. I’m wearin’ a Graham’s 
shirt and playing the guitar I got 
from George Rondinelli at age 11.
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Volunteers take to streets to raise 
awareness about the river, gulf
By Ellen Goodmann

Curled up next to the stately Mississippi River, the 
Dubuque community understands the power and 
majesty of its muddy neighbor. The river demands re-
spect.  Dubuque’s identity is almost synonymous with 
her water source. From business to leisure to life-giver, 
the river is a large part of this community’s commerce 
and beauty. Living here carries great responsibility.
 
This message of connectedness and responsibility 
will be taken to the streets of Dubuque on Saturday, 
April 22, for a citywide Earth Day effort to raise lo-
cal environmental awareness with a focus on water. 
Volunteers will stencil storm drains in the downtown 
Dubuque area that say, 
“Drains to creek, Drains to 
river, Drains to gulf.” 

The effort, driven by the 
National Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium 
and the City of Dubuque, 
is part of a national out-
reach program to tout and 
protect the river commu-
nity that exists not only 
in Iowa, but communities 
along the entire Mississip-
pi River and in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

National Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium 
Executive Director Jerry 
Enzler believes that this campaign can raise aware-
ness not only in Dubuque, but in many other com-
munities on the Mississippi River.

“This is a coastal issue,” Enzler said. “People don’t of-
ten realize that everything in the streets ends in the 
creek, ends in the river and eventually ends in the 
gulf.”

What contaminates the river? You name it: Cigarette 
butts, nitrogen from lawns and golf courses, litter, ani-
mal waste, motor oil ... even too much water at one 
time. The waste threatens and kills wildlife, contami-
nates water and creates dead zones in the ocean (non-
oxygenated water where no life survives except for a 
weird species of jellyfish). Water that rushes from our 
roofs, driveways and parking lots creates eroding ac-
tion in our waterways.

It’s time to change our conduct. 

To help carry this message, Ben Grumbles, Environ-
mental Protection Agency Assistant Administrator for 
Water, will be in Dubuque for the program. The EPA 
chose to send national representatives to several cities 
in the nation that are working to raise environmental 
awareness about water. Dubuque is the only inland 
city in the United States that is involved in the pro-
gram and hosting an EPA representative. Why? The 
museum is a member of Coastal America, for one 
thing. Coastal America is a national organization that 
is made up of both public and private entities with 
a goal to restore and sustain coastal America. Why 
else? 31 states drain into the Gulf of Mexico, includ-
ing Iowa, and Dubuque continues to be a leader in 
educational outreach and activism in the heartland.

At least 11 Americorps volunteers from Denver, Colo-
rado, will arrive in Dubuque on Friday, April 21, and 
will help lead the drain-stenciling project on Satur-

day. They will remain in Dubuque to volunteer for 12 
weeks. The perks? They will stay on the William M. 
Black Boat and Breakfast, life-sized fake pilot and all.
The Americorps volunteers will each work with a team 
of local volunteers on Saturday. The day runs like this: 
Wake up and pack a lunch. Kick-off at the museum 
with a 9 a.m. pancake breakfast for all volunteers in 
the Depot Café. Everybody gets a cool T-shirt and in-
structions. Press conference ensues. Volunteer groups 
hit the community armed with stencils, paint, maps, 
informational door hangers, sack lunches and a few 
designated drivers. Return to the museum where all 
volunteers are given free admission to the museum 
for the day … followed by a surge of self-worth and 
environmental awareness. 

“It is significant for Dubuque to show how important 
this is,” Enzler said. “Preservation takes place at a lo-

cal level. We are really thinking globally 
and acting locally.”

The drain stenciling project is a begin-
ning of a movement that Enzler hopes 
will grow on a local level across the na-
tion. The National Mississippi River Mu-
seum and Aquarium is creating a model 
through the project to pass on to river 
communities from St. Paul to New Or-
leans. Dubuque is leading the way. 

And although contamination and ero-
sion are a fraction of some of the major 
issues that face our global waterways, 
community awareness is a critical place 
to start swimming.

“The rivers are our brothers, they quench 
our thirst. The rivers carry our canoes, 

feed our children … you must learn and teach your 
children that the rivers are our brothers and give them 
the kindness you would give any brother.”
--- Chief Seattle of the Suquamish Tribe

To volunteer for the storm drain stenciling project, 
contact Patrick Sterenchuk or Christie Trifone at the 
Museum at 563-557-9545. Or just show up on the 
morning of Saturday, April 22.

Other Area Activities:
Downown Cleanup. Saturday, April 22. Meet at the Boys 
and Girls Club. Teams will be cleaning up the downtown 
area from First Street up to 14th Street. Mayor Roy Buol 
will be grilling hot dogs and brats.  Sponsored by the Boys 
and Girls Club, Main St., Ltd., the Downtown Neighbor-
hood Council and St. Mark Community Center.

Dupaco Community Credit Union sponsors an Earth Day 
Poster Contest. Posters will be displayed at the National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium until April 29.

Eleven local schools will be participating in the thir-
teenth annual Earth Day Groceries Project, a nonprofit, 
grassroots effort started on an international level in 
1994.  Five hundred first or third grade students will 
decorate paper grocery bags with environmental mes-
sages. On Earth Day, April 22, these bags will be pro-
vided to shoppers at Eagle Country Market on Elm Street 
and at the Hy-Vee stores on Dodge Street and in the 
Asbury Plaza. 

There will be a thermometer exchange at the Arboretum 
on Saturday, April 22, from 9 a.m. until noon.

Food Scrap Recycling Program. Dubuque gives com-
posting a try. See more information about the City’s 
program and insights from Paul Schultz, solid waste 
supervisor, on our city page and much more at  

www.dubuque365.com.
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City Wide  
Garage Sale
Dupaco, KGRR, KAT-
FM, KDTH, and WVRE 
host Dubuque’s annual City Wide Garage 
Sale on April 29 all over town. For more 
information, call 563-557-7600 or visit 
www.dupaco.com. The tab of all the sales 
and a map of Dubuque will come out in 
the Dubuque Advertiser on April 26th.

Dubuqueland Horsepull

The second annual Dubuqueland Horse-
pull is set for Sunday, May 7, at the 
Dubuque County Fairgrounds at 3 p.m. 
The show will host two classes: 3,300 
pounds and under and heavyweights. 
Cost for adults is $7 and children 13 and 
under are free. For more information, 
contact Jay Roussel at 563-556-6449 or 
563-580-6449.

Register in Advance: 
Big Muddy Race - June 10

Club Red, the Red Cross young profes-
sional service group, will host a first an-
nual Big Muddy Race, a Duathlon, in 
conjuction with America’s River Festi-
val on June 10 at the Port of Dubuque. 
The race is an approximately 3-mile 
run, 10-mile bike and another 3-mile 
run beginning at the Mississippi river-

front and extending through the Mines 
of Spain nature preserve. Following the 
race, participants are encouraged to join 
the America’s River Festival celebration. 
Proceeds will benefit the American Red 
Cross of the Tri-States, a premier local 
charity for disaster relief. To register or 
for more information, visit www.sign-
meup.com or www.dubuquechamber.
com/americasriver/bigmuddy.html.
Volunteers are needed, and those inter-
ested in helping out should call Emily 
Szeszycki at 563-599-5656. 

A little lettuce...
                and a lot of life

The Downtown Dubuque Farmers’ Mar-
ket will offer an early bird opening Satur-
day, April 29, to take advantage of early 
produce selection such as asparagus, let-
tuce, watercress and peas. There will also 
be a selection of bedding plants, hanging 
baskets of flowers and tomatoes, tulips, 
daffodils, houseplants, baked goods, and 
arts and crafts. Farmers’ Market is set to 
open for the season on Saturday, May 6, 
with a variety of fun activities including 
live entertainment, pet adoptions and a 
KDTH live broadcast. Check the May 4 
issue of Dubuque365ink for a Farmers’ 
Market feature story. For more informa-
tion, contact Dubuque Main Street, Ltd., 
at 563-588-4400 or visit their website at 
www.dubuquemainstreet.com.

Panting at the Port
Walkers and dog-lovers formerly known as “mutt-strutters” can plan for the Dubuque 
Humane Society’s annual pledged walk, the Grand Pet Excursion. Formerly called 
“Strut your Mutt,” the Grand Pet Excursion will be held in conjunction with the 
America’s River Festival at the Port of Dubuque, kicking off daily events on Sunday, 
June 11. Participants and dogs may walk anytime between 8 a.m. and noon, with 
registration set at the floodgate near the Diamond Jo parking lot. To become a spon-
sor, pledge at the 2006 levels: $750 – Commodore; $500 – Captain; $250 – First 
Mate. Call director Jane McCall at 563-582-6766 for more information. To form a 
walking team with five or more friends, family members or co-workers, visit www.
dbqhumane.org and download a walk team registration form. A team pizza party 
and traveling trophy will be given to the team that raises the most pledges. 

On the Road
Look for pets on the road...while you’re safely driving, of course, and on display at 
the locations listed below. Pets on the go is an outreach program by the Dubuque 
Humane Society which allows residents to discover pets needing homes without 
having to visit the shelter itself. 

• PETCO: Saturday, May 6, 20 and June 3 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
• Younkers: Wednesday, May 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (first floor ladies’ dept.)
• ShopKo: Thursday, May 11, from noon to 2 p.m.
• Ford Car Show: Sunday, June 4, from noon to 3 p.m. at Eagle Window and Door. 

Dubuque Humane Society Volunteer Orientation
Get all the info on the rewarding volunteer opportunities at the Dubuque Humane 
Society. Orientation sessions will take place Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m., Thursday, May 18, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday, June 3, from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.

Dog Training Classes
“The Puppy Connection” for puppies 8 weeks to 4 months old. The next session will 
run on Tuesdays from May 30 through June 27 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Dubuque Humane Society.  Cost is $75 for six sessions with a discounted rate of $60 
for dogs adopted from the Dubuque Humane Society. 

BIG MUDDY
GHOST HUNTERS



Chili Cook-Off
The Three “I” Regional Chili Cook-off, 
one of seven regional chili cook-offs in 
the United States, is set for Saturday, May 
6. Hosted by the Dubuque Community 
Events non-profit organization, the event 
will take place at the Port of Dubuque 
and will also feature games, prizes, area 
bands ochoSol and We’re Late and Smell 
Like Beer, and a fiddle contest. Ace re-
porters at Dubuque365 will dive into 
more spicy details in the May 4 edition of 
365ink.

Kelly Miller 
Circus
The Kelly Miller Cir-
cus is coming to the 
Dubuque County Fair-
grounds on May 22 and 
23. The event is a fund-
raiser for the Fair Asso-
ciation. Performances are at 4:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. each day. Tickets in advance are 
$9 for adults and $5 for children under 12. 
Tickets can be purchased through the Fair-
grounds office or at www.dbqfair.com.

I want my two dollars!
Carnegie-Stout Public Library invites you 
to stop in and replace a lost library card 
between April 15 and May 15.  The usual 
cost of $2 per card is being waived for 
a month to offer a grace period before a 
new policy is implemented. The revised 
policy requires all patrons to have their 
own library card or photo identification 
with them to check out material or ac-
cess the Internet. Whether replacing or 
applying for a new card, applicants are 
required to provide official identification 
(Photo I.D.) and proof of residence. For 
questions regarding the Circulation Poli-
cy or to request information about other 
library services, call 563-589-4225.

Live on Main Comedy  
@ The Bricktown Entertainment Complex
Bricktown’s Live on Main Comedy doors open at 7:30. Shows start at 9 p.m. 
Get to LIve On Main by 8:15, get 
a great seat and save two dollars 
on admission! Plus, get a bucket 
of Budweisers for only $10 dur-
ing the show. Sponsored in part by 
Dubuque365. 

Upcoming Dates and Headliners:

• Wed. April 26, Kira Storanovich from TV’s “Girls Behaving Badly”
• Wed. May 3,  The Disgruntled Clown
 

3100 Comedy Night @ The 3100 Club, Midway Hotel
Live comedians as seen on HBO, Comedy Channel and Bob and Tom. Brass 
Ring comedy lives on at the 3100 Club! Shows start at 8:00 p.m. Get there 
early for a good seat! Free admission on your birthday week!

Upcoming Dates and Headliners:

•Sat. April 26, Comedians Scott Long (Bob and Tom) and Tim Costello.
•Wed. May 3, Comedians Larry Reeb and Lamar Williams
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1. Fifteen years ago, Dubuquers recycled 
about 5 percent of their waste. Today, we 
recycle what percentage?
A. 40%
B. 32%
C. Hey man, If I can hit the recycle tub from 
     here, it gets recycled.

2&3. (We’re Lazy)
More than 15,000 tons of material and 85 
percent of the waste of the deconstruction 
of what Dubuque buildings were diverted 
from the landfill, saving almost a half a mil-
lion dollars?

4. _________ is toxic if inhaled or absorbed 
in water. (Hint: you can trade your _______ 
thermometer to the Arboretum on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to noon for a digital one).
A. doggie doo
B. kryptonite
C. mercury

5. Question number 5 goes out to college 
students...what paper product is not ac-
cepted at Dubuque Area Recycling Drop off 
Centers?
A. Diapers
B. Old Maxim magazines
C. Dirty pizza boxes

6. The Mississippi is a major flyway for 
migratory birds. It is used by up to ______ 
percent of North America’s duck, goose, 

swan and eagle population.
A. 99%      B. 26%      C. 40%      D. π
7. What term defines an abandoned, idled, 
or underused industrial or commercial 
facilities where expansion or redevelopment 
is complicated by real or perceived environ-
mental contamination?
A. Blight Zone
B. Brownfield
C. Flint, Michigan
D. Westworld

8. ______ visitors spend an estimated $2.6 
billion each year throughout the 10 river 
states, generating 53,000 jobs.
A. Incredibly attractive
B. In-State
C. Hungry
D. International

9. Which one of these items is not a house-
hold hazardous waste product? Think hard!
A. Fuel additives
B. Glue
C. Tiny kittens
D. Lead-acid batteries
E.  Fluorescent bulbs

10. Dubuque365 goes through approximate-
ly ____ diet soda cans per week. 
A. 6,000   
B. 46 
C. The number fluctuates in direct propor-
    tion to the amount of Cheetos© Brand 
    Cheese Puffs they eat.

The answers are on page 27!

Cinco de Mayo -  
Puttzin’ Golf Outing
Friday, May 5

Whether you’re a fan of downtown devel-
opment or you’re just looking for a good 
time, readers should mark their calendars 
for Friday, May 5, the date of the annual 
Puttzin’ Around Downtown 
mini-golf outing sponsored 
by Dubuque Main Street, 
Ltd. Because this year’s 
date falls on the Mexican 
holiday, the theme for the 
event is Cinco de Mayo.  
Organizers expect many 
of the hole sponsors of 
the 18-hole course spread 
throughout downtown to 
decorate in accord with 
the theme.  If past events 
are any indicator, sponsor-
ing businesses will pull out 
all the stops with creative 
and fun holes and a variety 
of “refreshments” and door prizes.  
More than 36 foursomes are expected to 

roam downtown playing the mini-golf 
course competing for the best score $500 
cash prize and the coveted “Golden Put-
ter.”  

The awards celebration, silent auction and 
raffle will be at the “19th hole” at Brick-
town’s lower level “The Underground” 
nightclub.  Awards include the People’s 

Choice, Director’s Choice 
and Most Creative Busi-
ness-Related holes.  

Main Street is currently 
accepting reservations for 
foursomes. The cost is $120 
for a group of four. Send 
your payment, captain and 
group members’ names, 
team name, and contact 
information to 909 Main 
St. Suite 22LL, Dubuque, 
IA 52001, or email Jen-
elle at jenelledmsl@qwest.
net.   For more information 
contact Jenelle or Katie at 

Dubuque Main St., Ltd., at 563- 588-4400 
because foursomes are filling up.

Coming Soon... Dubuquefest 2006, May 19-21
2006 marks  the 28th year 
of DubuqueFest/Very Spe-
cial Arts, an all arts  festival 
scheduled for May 19, 20, and 21, located  in the heart of downtown Dubuque. 
Being a multi-faceted festival,  DubuqueFest is a project with a variety of goals, 
all of which share in the general aim of raising awareness of and participation  
in all arts, while celebrating Dubuque’s history and  natural beauty. Events 
include free concerts on two stages, the DubuqueFest Fine Art Fair in Washing-
ton Park, Old House Tour, children’s “make  and take” art activities, a  pottery 
demonstration by Mississippi Mud Studios, and much more. Music includes 
Wicked Liz, James Kinds, Denny Garcia and Pupy Colstello. More to come in 
the next issue of 365ink or online @ www.dubuquefest.com.



NISOM Masterworks
The Northeast Iowa School of Music pres-
ents the final event in the Masterworks 
2006 series. Rodney Farrar will perform 
in the marble chapel 
at Emmaus with the 
Northeast Iowa School 
of Music “Cellobration” Choir and the 
Dubuque Community String Orchestra. 
Concert tickets are $8 for adults and $5 
for students, seniors and Keycard holders.  
For more information, call 563-690-0151 
or visit http://www.nisom.com.

Quilt Show – Colors in 
Motion, April 22-23
Northeast Iowa Community Col-
lege - Town Clock Campus will 
present a spectacular colorful exhi-
bition of both traditional and art quilts 
made by the 150 members of the Cable 
Car Quilters Guild of Dubuque. Kathy 
Kansier, quilt judge, teacher and certified 
quilt appraiser, will present a lecture at 
1 p.m. on Saturday, April 22, on antique 

quilts, their dating, care and history. Kan-
sier will also be offering quilt appraisals 
during the show. Special exhibits include 
the beautiful award-winning quilts of 
Roasilie Baker of Davenport, Iowa, and 
also a presentation of Art Dolls created by 
the members of the “Hello Dollies” Doll 
Club of the Quad Cities. Other activities 
include an antique bed turning, a mini 
quilt auction, raffle baskets filled with 
sewing-related items, a vendor mall, a ga-
rage sale and an exhibit of donated 

charity quilts made by Guild 
members. The Guild’s large 

raffle quilt will also be 
on display. Proceeds 

from the quilt 
show will en-
able the guild 

to provide quilts 
to a variety of chari-

table organizations in 
the Tri-State area as well 

as to fund educational pro-
grams for the guild members 

and the public. There is a $5 admission 
fee and children under 12 are admitted 
free. For more information, call 563-556-
1904 or 563-872-3015

Friends of the 
the Upper  
Mississippi 
River Refuges 
Photo Contest
Now through April
30, the Friends of the 
Upper Mississippi River 
Refuges photo contest’s “Best of Show” 
finalists will be on display on the second 
floor of the Woodward River Discovery 
Center. The contest features amateur and 
professional photographers in separate 
categories. Museum visitors are encour-
aged to vote for a photo in each catego-
ry that they feel deserves “Best of Show” 
honors. Paper ballots will be available 
near the photo exhibit. At the conclu-
sion of the contest, three ballots will be 
selected at random to receive a copy of 
the professional “Best of Show” photo, 
a T-shirt or a mug. The museum is open 
daily from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.  

The Curious Savage

The Dubuque Senior High 
School Theatre Depart-
ment will present “The 
Curious Savage” on April 
28 and 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $4 and 
can be purchased 
at the door. Doors 
open at 7 
p.m. Students 
with high 
school activity 
passes will be admitted f r e e . 
The play will be in Senior’s Lamb-Hede-
man Auditorium. “The Curious Savage” is 
the warm-hearted story about Mrs. Ethel 
Savage, an extremely wealthy and ener-
getically charitable widow in the 1950s. 
When she begins to give away much 
of the family’s wealth to anybody who 
wants to make his or her hopes and fanta-
sies come true, her three greedy stepchil-
dren commit her to a mental sanitarium. 
There she meets a variety of characters 
who all eventually appear more sane 
than the outside world. The gap between 

the two worlds increases and 
ultimately Mrs. Savage must 
choose between the two. The 
play is appropriate for all ages.  
The production features a large 
cast and crew of more than fif-
ty Senior High School students 
who have been acting, build-
ing a set, working on props, 
costumes, lights, and make-up 
and helping backstage for the 
last two months.  

Lincoln Arts  
and Motion Fest
Area artists, musicians and performers are 
joining with Lincoln School to provide an 
afternoon of free entertainment on Satur-
day, May 6, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Lincoln Elementary School Gym. Stop 
by for a student art show, live music, a 
hands-on children’s art area and silent art 
auction. Proceeds from the auction and 
free-will offerings will fund a new kiln, 
music and P.E. initiatives and a landscap-
ing project.

Bleacher Bums
The Grand Opera House presents 
“Bleacher Bums” on May 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 
12 and 13. The comedy, written by Joe 
Mantegna, is set in the bleachers at Wrig-
ley Field in Chicago, where die-hard Cubs 
fans root for their star-crossed team. The 
motley group includes a rabid cheerlead-
er, a blind man who follows the game by 
transistor radio, a bathing beauty, a nerd 
and various other denizens of the cheap 
seats. The Grand describes the show as “a 
touching and humorous look at a relation-
ship built on blind faith. ‘Bleacher Bums’ 
will enchant anyone who has spent a day 
believing in the highly unlikely.” Show 
times are weekdays at 7:30 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 
p.m. Cost is $14.
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Capturing Catherine
by the artist, Tom Metcalf

The image that you see here is the 
monochromatic underdrawing of a 
painted glazing process that was used 
by artists such as Jan Van Eyck, Albre-
cht Durer and Leonardo DaVinci.  It is 
a labor-intensive translucent modeling 
process that produces a luminosity to 
the figures that opaque painting alone 
cannot achieve.  At this stage, the paint-
ing is composed and blocked in with 
value, but only about a quarter of the 
way done.  Next comes the buildup of 
lights with thin glazes of white, and then 
finally the color.  When the painting is 
finished there will be an archival print 
made on stretched canvas for Catherine 
and the original will remain at Clarke 
College.

The composition of the painting is struc-

tured so that the hands become a domi-
nant element in the center.  Hands are 
a powerful symbol and are loaded with 
association. The most obvious with this 
particular pose is prayer, yet they also 
testify to the hard work performed dur-
ing Catherine’s tenure as President of 
Clarke.  I chose to put the hands center 
stage, as there reigns at Clarke a sense 
of community and social responsibility 
that is only accomplished through ca-
maraderie, hard work, and faith, all of 
which are epitomized in the gesture of 
the clasped hands.  The date carved in 
stone below reads “2006” in Roman nu-
merals, signifying both the year that the 
portrait was made and the culmination 
of Catherine’s years of service to Clarke 
College.

It is an honor to be chosen to make this 
portrait of Catherine for Clarke College, 
and I’d like to thank the faculty for their 
support in making this project possible.

My Friend,  
Sister Catherine Dunn
By Ralph Kluseman

I am always struck by her ability to com-
municate. I remember the first time I 
heard Catherine more than 20 years ago. 
I was on Clarke College’s Development 
Committee and she was thanking every-
one for their help and commitment in 
generating funds for the college. The sin-
cerity in her voice and the words that she 
chose that day made a lasting impression 
on me. I always feel genuinely appreci-
ated when a speaker can articulate from 

the heart without needing a prepared 
speech. Over the years and after many 
speeches that I have heard, it is truly a 
gift that Catherine shares. 

Now, on the occasion of Catherine’s step-
ping down as the President of Clarke Col-
lege, I want to share some of my thoughts 
about my friend. My fondest memories 
will always be the times when we could 
sit and talk in her office, covering a wide 

range of subjects that made the clock 
fade away. She was so generous in this 
regard. I would always leave her office 
thinking how wonderful it is to have a 
friend who makes time for you.  

I remember Catherine’s concern and ad-
miration for my dad. She had met him 
through his involvement with the same 
development committee that I later 
would join in his place. The respect that 
I have for Catherine and the reason why 
our friendship has grown over the years is 
because of her love of my dad. Anytime 
that I would receive the opportunity to 

spend quality time with 
Catherine, she would 
ask not only about my 
dad but my whole family 
and then send her greet-
ings and prayers for them 
with me. 

Her involvement in my 
life is as a friend who 
gives me unwavering 
support. Through the 
tough times and the good 

times, she has always made time to listen 
and ask the probing questions that would 
ultimately help me make the best life de-
cisions.

I look forward to getting updates on 
a regular basis from her new home on 
Ireland’s Dingle Peninsula so we can stay 
connected and continue to share our 
friendship.
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The Shame of 
the Nation: 
The Restoration of Apartheid 
Schooling in America 
by Jonathan Kozol 

Jonathan Kozol visited 60 
schools in 11 states over a 
five-year period and found that 
schools serving black and His-
panic children are going back-
ward in almost every area. The 
schools don’t have clean class-
rooms, hallways and restrooms 
and lack up-to-date books in 
good condition. Teachers and 
administrators seem unable 
to find a road map to success. 
Kozol presents very clear anal-
ysis of the problems facing our 
education system

The real story that Kozol shares 
is that there is hope with the 
help of passionate teachers 
and receptive children that 
all is not lost.  Kozol believes that school segregation 
is still the rule for poor minorities. He seeks to present 
a case that will convince the politicians, educators and 
parents, believing a new civil rights movement will be 
necessary to eradicate it. 

This book is filled with the stories of the children and 
their teachers along with trusted leaders of the black 
community. It is a must read to grasp the current state of 
our education system.

Recently Oprah Winfrey mentioned this book on her 
show called “Oprah’s Special Report – American Schools 
In Crisis.” Appearing on this show were Bill and Melinda 
Gates, on behalf of the Gates Foundation, who made 
their point that this is national disaster in the making.

For those who missed the show and would like to learn 
more about the state of education in America, here is a 
list of the additional resources that are available:

• To read more on the state of education in America,  
   visit www.time.com. 

• For additional information on KIPP schools, 
   please visit www.kipp.org. 

•For more on High Tech High, visit www.hightechhigh.org

•Go to Oprah’s web site:www.oprah.com  

Crash Course 
by Chris Whittle

Chris Whittle is the founder and 
CEO of Edison Schools. This 
is one of the nation’s leading 
charter school companies that 
want to fix America’s educa-
tion system. Whittle presents 
his case that the federal govern-
ment should fund the startup of 
three large and experimental 
K–12 education systems, which 
could become the foundation 
for a national “multi-provider 
model.” 

The founder of Edison Schools 
and Channel One shares the 
hard lessons of life on the front 
lines of education-and charts a 
breathtaking new direction for 
safeguarding the future of our 
children. 

In Crash Course, Chris Whittle 
promotes how to find and 
reward excellence, to dis-
seminate innovation, and to 
fund an overhaul of our edu-
cational institutions. For our 
children to compete success-
fully in the global economy, 
it is going to be a necessity 
to make these changes a pri-
ority. 

This book that will change 
the way we think about pub-
lic education in America.

Making Schools Work
An easy must read for all!
This book is a must-read. As a parent activist and public 
school teacher, this book is a great handbook to rev-
olution in the schools. An easy read, the author high-
lights good things going on and 
tells you how to evaluate your 
school in simple words. He 
also grants permission to ev-
eryone and anyone to question 
the current system, and then 
take action to decentralize it. 
It is a practical handbook to 
empower the public and creat 
revolutionary change in public 
education. Read it and pass 
it along to your local school 
board members too! 

Rethinking Schools
In 1986, a group of Milwaukee-area teachers, frustrated 
with the pace of education reform, created the quarterly 

journal Rethinking Schools. 
Since its inception, the journal 
has gained a reputation for in-
sightful writing about some of 
the most controversial issues 
in contemporary education. A 
mix of thought-provoking es-
says, interviews, and practical 
suggestions culled from the 
journal, this book addresses 
the most pressing concerns 
of reformers in five different 
subject areas: “Multicultural-
ism and Antibias Education,” 

“Rethinking the Curriculum,” “Testing and Tracking,” 
“National Policy Concerns,” and “Teachers, Students 
and Parents.”
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Fans of Fox’s “American Idol” can get 
ready for some country crooning. 
Fourth-place “Idol” finalist Josh 
Gracin will perform at Five Flags on 
Thursday, May 18, at an event host-
ed by Music ‘N More Promotions 
and New Country 103 WJOD. 

Gracin, a young Marine from Michi-
gan, lit up the stage on “Idol” with 
his rich voice and animated 
stage presence. Gracin de-
buted a Gold-certified CD, 
“Josh Gracin,” which cap-
tures the voice and mag-
netism that made him an 
“Idol” favorite. 

His new CD “Favorite 
State Of Mind” will be 
released June 5, 2006.  
Opening for Josh Gracin 
are The Back Home Boys 
and The Horsin’ Around 
Band. Tickets are on sale at 
the Five Flags box office,  or 
available through Ticketmaster at  
563-557-8497. 

Josh Gracin in Concert
American Idol Hits Dubuque

A Big Bowl  
of Bo and Pieta 
By Guy Hemenway

at.mos.phere:  An aesthetic quality or 
effect associated with a particular place.  
The Busted Lift has it in spades … a gallon 
of it in a quart jar. Sneak in through the al-
ley entrance and you’re bathed in candle 
light, surrounded by rough-cut limestone 
block, exposed ceilings and an eclectic 
mix of home furnishings, not to men-
tion the subterranean clientele.  What a 
smashing place to see Bo and Ben Ramsey 
and Pieta Brown.  That’s what I did Friday 
night, April 7. This group of musicians is 
not the stainless steel and formica, kissed-
up, frozen yogurt types.  Real organic, but 
with room for all the appropriate toxins.  

Benson, Bo’s son, seated on a wooden 
chair, started the ball rolling with a few 
Dylan-esque tunes complete with the 
harp and banjo back-up. He’s mellow, al-
most flat-lining, but given time probably 
able to transfix even a dedicated banger.  
As the crowd was warming to the child 
prodigy with the boyish grin and the two-
dollar Monkey Ward stocking hat, Bo 
entered the room.  He seemed animat-
ed only on downers.  I’d swear he was 
a cowboy marionette complete with hat, 
boots and dangling arms and legs that 
pivot in the wrong direction.  When he 
hits a high note his body and face con-

tort and I could feel myself writhing in my 
chair along with him.  The proud father 
was clearly enamored with the talented 
son.  The two engaged in an acoustic in-
tergenerational funk fest.  

After a brief break, Pieta Brown, anoth-
er child prodigy, took the stage with Bo.  
Lean, sultry and smooth with black eyes 
peeking out from under her apple cap, 
she was a vision softened by the smoke 
and subdued lighting.  Could have been 
the Crown Royal, though. Her lineage was 
obvious…this apple didn’t fall far from 
Greg Brown’s tree.  The spring autumn 
pair worked each other and the crowd 
well.  The tunes were at once earthy and 

mellow, but with an edge. It’s hard to cat-
egorize this stuff: country, folk, alternative 
blues all wrapped up in one neat package 
that didn’t seem to contain it for long.  

The crowd, or should I say the following, 
clearly enjoyed the show.  Spontaneous 
applause and hoots punctuated the per-
formance, usually at the right time.  This 
was an odd mix of music, musicians, 
generations and patrons.  Throw in a few 
brews, a dash of conversation and one 
has created a recipe for a good time.  The 
Lift seems to be cooking this stuff up on 
a regular basis.  And, like with Chinese 
food, it’s only been a little while and I 
can’t wait for my next meal.
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Leo Kottke Live in Concert
Sunday, April 23, Five Flags Theater

Acoustic guitarist extraordinaire Leo Kottke is scheduled to perform at Dubuque’s Five 
Flags Theater on Sunday, April 23.  Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. performance are available 
at the Five Flags box office.  

While he may not be a household name among pop music fans, Kottke is a hero 
among fingerstyle guitar music enthusiasts.  A virtuoso known for his intricate and 
challenging arrangements, Kottke has built a legion of fans and followers over the 
years, having once been voted best folk guitarist for four years in a row by “Guitar 
Player Magazine” readers.  

Often labeled as a folk artist, primarily because his intrument is acoustic guitar, 
Kottke’s music also draws from the blues, jazz and classical traditions but always 
comes out uniquely his own.  Though he never quite fit into the category, his early 
work foreshadowed the instrumental music of the New Age style, no doubt serving 
as an inspiration to many with his interlacing melodies and harmonic and rhythmic 
counterpoint and his experimentation with alternate tunings.   

Though primarily a solo artist, in 
a career spanning 30 years and 
29 albums, Kottke has shared the 
stage and recorded with a vari-
ety of great players and vocal-
ists including John Fahey, Chet 
Atkins, Lyle Lovett, Rickie Lee 
Jones, Procul Harum and the 
Violent Femmes.  His most 
recent collaboration has 
been with former Phish 
bassist Mike Gordon.  The 
duo has recorded and re-
leased two CDs, 2002’s 
“Clone” and 2005’s “Six-
ty-Six Steps,” touring in 
support of both.  Their 
cover of Aerosmith’s 
“Sweet Emotion” on 
“Steps” was a surpris-
ingly fresh take on the 
rock radio standard 
and indicative of 
Kottke’s iconoclas-
tic approach.  

Tickets for Leo 
Kottke’s perfor-
mance are $23 
and are avail-
able at the Five 
Flags box of-
fice, online at 
www.ticket-
master.com, 
or by calling 
(563) 557-
8497.
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Morello 
The Busted Lift, Sunday, April 27 5 PM
by Ellen Goodmann

On tour in the Unit-
ed States after sign-
ing a three-album 
record deal with 
Evo/Universal/Fon-
tana, Morello re-

turns to the Busted Lift on April 27 at 5 p.m.

The dudes from Dublin, Ireland, have proved to 
put on a pretty remarkable show, reveling in the 
audience and in their own immense rockability. 
Described as “an unholy racket of a band” by 
Hot Press Magazine in Ireland and “definitely 
worth keeping an eye on” by Big Cheese Maga-
zine in the United States, Morello is 
a striking band that believes 
in their own sound. “We make 
music for people, not for a tar-
get market,” they say.

Morello’s album, “Twelve Ways 
to Breathe,” is being re-mixed by 
the guys behind the Foo Fighters 
and the Bled and will be released 
June 2006.

Check out the uncompromising 
and explosive show at the Busted 
Lift on Thursday, April 27. It’s an all-
ages show … but if you’re of 
age, stick around and have a 
Guinness with the guys. 

Cellist Rodney 
Farrar  
to perform with the 
Dubuque Community 
String Orchestra
Emmaus Bible College,  
Saturday, April 22

Master cellist Rodney Far-
rar is scheduled to perform with the Dubuque 
Community String Orchestra Saturday, April 
22.  The 7 p.m. concert will be held in the 
Marble Chapel of Emmaus Bible College.   

The performance is the third and final event 
of the Masterworks Series, sponsored by the 
Northeast Iowa School of Music and Flexsteel 
Industries.  In addition to the concerts, the se-
ries provides an opportunity for students and 
interested patrons to work with and learn from 
established professional musicians.  

Farrar, a graduate of the Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, has been teaching cello in the Su-
zuki method at a variety of music schools, uni-
versities, public schools, institutes and work-
shops since 1972.  In addition to Farrar and 
the DCSO, the concert will feature NISOM’S 
Cellobration cello choir.  Workshops and 
masterclasses will be conducted in NISOM’s 
Classroom A from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Ev-

eryone is invited to play in the morning work-
shop.  Tickets for the entire day, which includes 
workshop, lunch, masterclass, and concert 
ticket, are $35. Tickets for the concert itself are 
$8 for adults and $5 for students, seniors, and 
Keycard holders.  For more information, call 
NISOM at (563) 690-0151.

Joe Price
Isabella’s Saturday, April 29
by Mike Ironside

For those who have seen Joe Price play live, the 
fact that he will be playing his Isabella’s debut 
on Saturday, April 29, is all they need to know.  
There is a reason the man is a legend among 
Iowa blues fans and an inductee into the Iowa 
Blues Hall of Fame and devotees 

will surely be there.  

Local fans of au-
thentic blues who 
have not yet expe-
rienced the raw 
delivery of his 
bottleneck blues 
guitar should 
make a date to 
see what they 
have been miss-

ing.  A performer for 
over 30 years, Price has honed his own 

version of the electrified country blues, the kind 
of sound that bridges the gap between the 
“pre-war” and “post-war” blues.  Playing 
National ResoLectric and Gibson Les Paul 
guitars, his rough-edged tone and stomping 
barrelhouse style conjures up images of the 
great Muddy Waters bringing the sound of 
the Delta up north and plugging it into an 
amplifier in Chicago.  

In fact, it was a Waterloo, Iowa, performance 
by bluesman Earl Hooker that inspired a 
young Price to try slide guitar, allegedly cut-
ting the end off the neighbor kid’s bicycle 
handlebars with a hacksaw to make his first 

slide.  

Living in Iowa City after high school pro-
vided Price the opportunity to see a number 
of the blues greats as they came through on 
tour – Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, Willy 
Dixon, KoKo Taylor, JB Hutto, Clifton Chenier, 
Charles Brown, Homesick James, Sonny Terry 
and Brownie McGee, James Cotton – and as a 
working musician, he eventually got to open 
for many of them, learning firsthand from those 
now-legends.  

Through years of playing, Price has not only ab-
sorbed those lessons but has created his own 
immediate and accessible style appreciated by 
fans and critics alike.  Not only an Iowa Blues 
Hall of Fame inductee, Price was recently a fi-
nalist in the Blues Foundation’s 2006 Interna-
tional Blues Challenge in Memphis.  See why 
at his Isabella’s performance and you will cer-
tainly become a fan.
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LEGEND
Denny Garcia’s Birthday
Thursday, April 27 Isabella’s
By Mike Ironside

Thursday, April 27, 2006 marks another 
milestone in the life of area musician Den-
ny Garcia.  His 57th birthday happens to 
fall on that day and Denny intends to 
celebrate it in the way for which he 
is best known – playing a little live 
music, telling a few stories and shar-
ing some good times with friends.  If 
you’re not yet among those counted 
as friends, you should be, because 
everyone is invited to join Denny at 
Isabella’s for the performance and 
party.  If you are one of the many 
musicians who have shared the stage 
with him (you know who you are), 
you’re invited to bring your axe and 
jam a couple of tunes.  

While Denny is well-known in 
the area live music scene for his 
solo folk shows, his collaborations 
including Denny & the Folk-ups 
and his 19-year tenure with the Mis-
sissippi Band and his award-winning 
radio show on KGRR, Midwest Music 
Makers, we at 365ink were curious 
to learn a little more about the “man 
behind the myth.”  Denny and I sat 
down on the back porch of the Mis-
sissippi Mug coffee shop on a recent 
sunny spring afternoon to converse a 
bit about his life and travels.  

Born in Mason City, Iowa, in 1949, 
Denny grew up in Iowa Falls on the 
Iowa River where he first fell in love 
with rivers and the towns that exist 
on their banks.  His father worked 
for Northwestern Bell and his mother 
ran a small music shop selling 45 
RPM records and band music. Grow-
ing up, his allowance was one 45 
RPM record per week and the early 
rock and roll of Buddy Holly, the Big 
Bopper and Elvis fueled his interest 
in music.  

Wanting to learn the drums or guitar, 
Denny eventually decided on the lat-
ter and ordered his first guitar through 
his mother’s shop.  For some reason, 
it never arrived, but he convinced a 
friend to sell him one for “$3 and a 
pair of Beatle boots.”  It was his first 
year in high school and the Beatles 
had arrived to change the face of mu-
sic in the United States.  

Already interested in poetry, and well 
into the habit of transcribing the lyrics 
of songs from 45s, hearing Bob Dylan 
changed Denny’s life.  Like Dylan, he was 
from the Midwest and he appreciated the 
lyrical freedom the popular folk singer 
enjoyed.  “He was saying things never 
said before,” Denny said, explaining the 
impact of Dylan’s songs.  The path blazed 
by Dylan gave Denny the confidence to 
write and perform his own songs.

  

The transition was a natural one as Denny 
was familiar with being onstage, playing 
lead roles in high school productions 
and competing in speech competitions.  
“Playing music is an extension of your 
acting abilities,” he said, explaining 
how his earlier experience informed 
his life as a folk musician.  While 
other kids were reading Poe or the 
classics at speech competitions, 

Denny was reciting the lyrics to Dylan’s 
“A Hard Rain Is Gonna Fall,” leaving 
judges wondering where he was coming 
up with the stuff.  

After high school, Denny spent a year at 
the University of Northern Iowa, where 
he met beat poet Alan Ginsburg at a po-
etry reading, deepening his appreciation 
of the power of words and expanding his 
ideas of what was possible in poetry and 
the broader world.  In the midst of beat 
poets reading at universities and the Viet-
nam War dividing the country, Garcia set 
out to explore the world during a time 
of social change.  He played folk music 
on the streets and in coffee shops, hitch-
hiking his way across the United States 
and Canada.  He worked for the forestry 
service in British Columbia and played 
with a band in Ontario composed of ac-
tors and poets.  

Along the way he made some friends and 
met great people.  “I always felt lucky to 
meet the best people,” Denny said, telling 
me about a few he met, both ordinary and 
famous, including Joannie Mitchell, Joan 
Baez, Gordon Lightfoot and that Grate-
ful Dead guitarist with whom he shares 
a last name, Jerry Garcia.  (You will have 

to ask him about that story, or wait for the 
autobiography he is working on.)  

Denny found his way back to Iowa in the 
mid-1970s and wrote articles on nature, 
rivers and the environment in Wisconsin 
in the early 1980s, eventually becoming 
involved with the Mississippi River Reviv-
al movement.  In 1984 he traveled down 
the Mississippi with the group (including 
local environmental leaders Michael and 
Pearl Breitbach) in a flotilla of canoes 
cleaning up garbage from the great river, 
when he discovered Dubuque.  Spending 
time in this river town with like-minded 
people, Denny fit right in.  He met the 
Mississippi Band and began to tour with 
them.  

Now, years later, Garcia remembers his 
travels and his time with the band fondly, 
saying, “I love that band…thousands of 
miles, thousands of gigs…” as he looks 
out over the bluffs standing watch over 
the river.  Happy with where his life has 
brought him and his contributions to the 
music community with his Midwest Mu-
sic Makers radio show, he observes, “Life 
is good right now.  Every day is a differ-
ent adventure.”  When I ask him what he 
thinks about being a founder of the local 
music scene, he chuckles at the notion of 
being a ‘legend’ – “I would rather be re-
membered as someone who loves to play 
for people.”

Check out Midwest Music Makers on 
KGRR, 97.3, Fridays at 5:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays at 5 p.m.



Thursday, April 20th
4/20 Party w/ Rusty P’s (Hip Hop)
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1AM

Deborah Lutes
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 10 PM

The Mississippi Band
Molly’s Pub,  9 PM - 1 AM

Eric Balayti
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 12 PM

Friday, April 21st
Outta Control 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
Dino’s Backside (East DBQ.), 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM

Big Muddy Band
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jodi Splinter & Kevin Beck
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM - 12 PM

Denny Troy
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Battle of the Bands
Easy Street, 9 PM - 2 AM

Apple Dumplin’s
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, April 22nd
Caedmon’s Call (Tix $16)
Five Flags Center, 7 PM - 10 PM

We’re Late and Smell Like Beer
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1AM

Saturday, April 22nd
Rosalie Morgan
Grape Escape, Galena, 7 PM - 11 PM

Jimmy “The Wolfman” Sanborn
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

Ken Wheaton 
Jamie’s Wine Studio, Galena, 7 PM - 9 PM

Buster the One Man Band
New Diggings, 9 PM - 1 AM

Across The Road 
Fat Tuesday’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Madhouse 
Doolittle’s, Cuba City, 10 PM - 2 AM

Detox, TraVerse 
The Arena, East DBQ, 11 PM - 3 AM

Left of Center
The Yardarm, 8 PM - 12 AM

Okham’s Razor
Molly’s Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Loose Gravel
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabberbox
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Liquid Rhythm
Sublime, 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff
Fisherman’s Wharf (Massey) 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Massey Road
Dino’s Backside, 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Sunday, April 23rd
Apple Dumplin’s 
New Diggings, 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

A Pirate Over 50 
Dog House Lounge, 4 PM - 8 PM

Tony Walker 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM - 12 AM

Quatre Tet, Mondo Cane (All Ages)
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9 PM

Tuesday, 
April 25th
Loose Gravel Duet 
John Moran & 
Dean Mattoon 
Riverwalk Lounge
at The Grand 
Harbor Resort, 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
On the Patio!

Wednesday, April 26th

Maureen Kilgore 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Live On Main! - Comedy
Bricktown,  7:30 PM - 11 PM

3100 Comedy Night
Scott Long and Tim Costello
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 10 PM

Open Mic Night w/ The Dert Tones.
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Wundo Band
Pizzeria Uno, Annex, P-Ville, 9 PM - 12 AM

Thursday, April 27th
Lower Hominy Broadcasters 
Mississippi Mug, 6:30 PM - 10 PM

Denny Garcia’s 57th Birthday
Isabella’s 8 PM - 1 AM

Morello (All Ages Show)
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9 PM

Thursday, April 27th
Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM

Mike Mason and Johnnie Walker
Molly’s Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, April 28th
Apple Dumplin’s 
The Busted Lift, 10 PM - 2 AM

Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM

The Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM - 9 PM

Battle of the Bands
Easy Street, 9 PM - 2 AM

Ken Wheaton 
Jamie’s Wine Studio, Galena, 7 PM - 9 PM

Keisha & Jeremy Acoustic 
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 PM

A Pirate Over 50 
Frontier Saloon, Peosta, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
Red N Deb’s Bar & Grill, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Swing Crew 
Dyersville Commercial Club Park, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, April 29th
The Bent Scepters
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Apathy Blue 
Grape Escape, Galena, 8 PM  - 11 PM

S&S Acoustica
Bierstube, 9PM - 12 AM

A Pirate Over 50 
Fat Tuesday’s, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Okham’s Razor 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Ardy Michaels 
New Diggings, 9 PM - 1 AM U
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Saturday, April 29th
Left of Center 
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Betty and the New Headlights 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

WhiskeyCow
Dirty Ernie’s, Farley, IA, 9 PM - 1 AM

Across The Road 
Bartini’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
The Barn, Sherrill, IA, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Tantrym 
Doolittle’s, Cuba City, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

The Renegade Band
Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Cowboy & The Makeshift Band
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

The Legends
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Mixed Emotions
Molly’s Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Joe Price
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Rick Tittle Band
Thumb’s Up, Kieler, WI, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sunday, April 30th
Chuck Bregman
Anton’s Saloon, 3 PM - 9 PM

Tony Walker 
New Diggings, 3 PM - 7 PM

A Pirate Over 50 
Dog House Lounge, 4 PM - 8 PM

The Nain Rouge (All Ages Show)
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 1 AM

Wednesday, May 3rd
Open Mic Night w/ The Dert Tones.
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Live On Main! - Comedy
Featuring the Disgruntled Clown
Bricktown, 7 PM - 11 PM

3100 Comedy Night
Comedians Larry Reeb and Lamar Williams
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 10 PM

Thursday, May 4th
Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM

James Kinds and the All Night Riders
Molly’s Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, May 5th
The Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM - 9 PM

Mike “The Grizz” Bader
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Madhouse 
Carlos O’Kellys, 7 PM - 11 PM

ochOsol - Cinco de Mayo Bash!
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
Dino’s Backside, 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Saturday, May 6th
Rocket Surgeons 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club, Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 PM

Mike Bader - Montana Blues
New Diggings, 9 PM - 1 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Betty and the Headlights 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff 
The Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Ken Wheaton 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Massey Road 
Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Brian Marceau and Rick Hoffman
Molly’s Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Live Music Listings on the Phone

588-4365U
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Lucky Number Slevin
 A Film by Paul McGuigan (Wicker Park)

The Boss.  The Rabbi.  Goodkat.  The Fairy.  Slevin.  On 
first glance, “Lucky Number Slevin” might seem like 
a Dr. Seuss story gone horribly wrong.  However, this 
neo-noir thriller in the vein of such classics as “North 
by Northwest” and “The 
Blue Dahlia” is an in-
stant classic.

 Josh Hartnett is Slevin, a 
down-on-his-luck fellow 
who comes to Manhat-
tan to start his life anew.  
Before he even has time 
to breathe, however, 
Slevin finds himself mis-
taken for the wrong man 
and caught in the middle 
of a war between crime 
lords The Boss (Mor-
gan Freeman) and The 
Rabbi (Sir Ben Kingsley).  
Told that he owes both 
men exorbitant sums of 
money, with only three 
days to pay off his debts, 
Slevin must devise a way 
out of his predicament, 
while in the background 
the mysterious assassin 
Goodkat (Bruce Willis) 
is playing his own game.
  
The non-linear storytelling of “Lucky Num-
ber Slevin” is reminiscent of Guy Ritchie’s 
work such as “Snatch” and “Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels.“ Heavily relying on 
flashbacks and cross-cutting, director Paul 
McGuigan deftly weaves a complex tale, 
giving the audience just enough clues while 
always shrouding the characters in mystery.  
And writer Jason Smilovic’s script is well-
paced and extremely quick-witted, with 
a great deal of dry humor that punctuates 
nearly every scene.  
  
The film is bolstered by its excellent sup-
porting cast, with even the generally unlik-
able Josh Hartnett doing a fine job in the 
lead role.  Kingsley and Freeman are their 
dependable selves, and Bruce Willis contin-
ues the career renaissance he began last year 
with “Sin City.”

Despite a second act that tends to drag a bit (with a little 
too much time devoted to the obligatory romance sub-
plot), “Lucky Number Slevin” is an excellent thriller and 
one of the best movies re-
leased thus far in 2006. 
 

2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque, 

563-582-7827

Carmike Cinema Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Carmike  Kennedy Mall 6
555  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-9215

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006

MOVIE  HOTLINES!

Thank You For Smoking
A Film by Jason Reitman (Feature Film Directorial Debut)

An obvious play on the often-used sign, “Thank You for 
Smoking” is the tale of a tobacco lobbyist named Nick 
Naylor (Aaron Eckhart) at the top of his game.  He works 
for the Academy for Tobacco Studies, a non-profit group 

studying the true effects of cigarettes which 
happens to be bankrolled by the big tobac-
co companies.  In between his lobbying ef-
forts, Nick spends time with his son who 
lives with his ex-wife and has lunch with 
the lobbyists for the alcohol and firearm 
industries. As a group they are known as 
the Merchants of Death, or M.O.D. Squad.  
Nick is up against public sentiment and 
Congress, spinning his way through inter-
views with journalists left and right.  One 
particular reporter (Katie Holmes) actually 
manages to turn the tables on Nick, expos-
ing the secrets of his trade.  With his life po-
tentially crumbling down around his ears, 
Nick must put together his greatest spin to 
prove his worth and maintain his image in 
his son’s eyes.

“Thank You for Smoking” is a biting com-
edy with truly deft timing.  The poignant 
nature of the storytelling and its delivery by 
Eckhart, J.K. Simmons as his direct superior 
B.R., Maria Bello as the alcohol lobbyist, 
David Koechner as the firearms lobbyist, 

Robert Duvall as The Cap-
tain of big tobacco, Wil-
liam H. Macy as Senator 
Finistirre and Rob Lowe as 
a Hollywood talent agent 
are perfectly woven togeth-
er by director Jason Reit-
man (yes, the son of Ivan 
Reitman).  This is an intel-
ligent comedy where the 
slams against the tobacco 
industry are sometimes 
subtle but unmistakable.  
By the end of the film, the 
script and acting actually 
have even the most staunch 
anti-smoking proponents 
questioning whether or not 
they are on the right track.  
Is smoking something that 
we should be outlawing or 
something that is simply 

a personal choice?  Do cigarettes kill people or do poor 
choices?  It’s an interesting subject presented in a compel-
ling way in “Thank You for Smoking.”   This is a high-brow 
comedy which will probably not strike a chord with main-
stream moviegoers but it should find success with those 
who occasionally like to 
be challenged by a movie.
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You get a FREE gift  
from any of these great places:
Live on Main Comedy • Lot One • Bartini’s 
Steve’s Ace Home & Garden • The Busted Lift
Jamie’s Wine Studio • Burger King • Graham’s
Bricktown / Underground Sports Bar • Isabella’s
The Beefstro Sports Bar • Jumpers Sports Bar

THE SCHED AHEAD
April 21 
• THE SENTINEL
• SILENT HILL
• AMERICAN   
   DREAMZ

April 28
• UNITED 93
• R.V.
• STICK IT

May 5
• MISSION:  
   IMPOSSIBLE III
• AN AMERICAN  
   HAUNTING



By Tim Brechlin

We are gathered here today to pay hom-
age to our master.  O Great Spinning 
Disc of Joy, graciously bestow upon us 
your sights and sounds of stirring drama, 
heartfelt romance and rousing action, 
all in blissful digital picture 
and audio quality. 

And let us now take a look 
at the forthcoming DVDs 
over the next two weeks, 
so that we may even better 
enjoy the wonders of home 
theater.

FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 24

CASANOVA  It’s a light-hearted, stylish 
and sexy comedy.  Sure, you can’t pos-
sibly take it seriously, but isn’t that the 
point?  Jeremy Irons hams it up as the vil-
lain and Sienna Miller is just fun to look 
at.  It’s a great date movie.  The DVD 
features three making-of featurettes and 
a director’s commentary.

AEON FLUX  I suppose there are 
worse things you could do with 
your time than to watch this live-
action update of the MTV cartoon, 
like taking a hammer to the groin 
or trying to fly off the roof of the 
Julien Inn, but why pay $20 for 
the privilege?  If you’re feeling 
masochistically inclined, the DVD 

contains five making-of pieces, audio 
commentary from cast and crew, and 
gratuitous shots of Charlize Theron in 
spandex.  Well, at least that last part is 
fun.

AMERICAN DAD, VOL. 1  Seth MacFar-
lane’s companion to “Family Guy” hits 
stores, and after a rocky start, “Ameri-
can Dad” has already become funnier 
than its progenitor.  The first 13 epi-
sodes are contained in this set, along 
with commentary on selected episodes, 
deleted scenes, animation comparisons, 
and more.

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 1

THE TOM CRUISE ACTION PACK  Con-
taining “Days of Thunder,” “Top Gun” 

and “Mission: Impossible,” this set is 
sure to please fans of Cruise’s action-
movie phase. (That is, before he went 
bugnuts crazy.)  Even though “Top Gun” 
and “Days of Thunder” are the same 
movie with different ve-
hicles and are about as 
realistic as Scientology, 
all three movies are en-
joyable action romps.  
“Mission: Impossible” 
and “Top Gun” are spe-
cial editions.

A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE  Elia Ka-
zan’s classic finally gets the DVD release 
it deserves, with a restored picture, 
commentary by Karl Malden, a feature-
length documentary about Kazan, out-
takes and more.  And, really – Marlon 
Brando.  That’s all you need.

In every issue of Dubuque365ink, you’ll find movie trivia 
questions in this space.  The first 5 people to come into 

365 World Headquarters at First & Main 
with both correct answers will take home a box of mi-

crowave popcorn. Yes, a WHOLE box! That’s like 3 bags! 
An an essential component of the home theater experi-
ence. The first will get t-shirt too, an essential compo-

nent to not being naked in public.

1) Jeremy Irons of “Casanova” portrayed a vil-
lain in a classic 1994 Disney animated film.  
What film was it, and what role did he play?

2) In the final race of “Days of Thunder,” 
Tom Cruise’s car was sponsored by what 

delicious citrus-flavored soda?

MOVIES@HOME TIP
We at 365 are, naturally, huge fans of enjoying movies in the comfort of our 
homes.  No annoying children kicking your seat, no cell phones, no sticky 
floors ... but we also know there’s nothing that can quite replace the experi-
ence of watching Hollywood’s latest offerings on a 50-foot screen.  To help 
you better replicate that always-breathtaking experience, here’s a 365 MOV-
IES@HOME tip.

Sound is a huge part of the home theater experience, and let’s face it: the 
speakers that are built into most televisions don’t quite cut it when it comes 
to really reproducing that room-trembling noise.  But you don’t need an ul-
tra-expensive 18-speaker surround sound audio system to realize a tremen-
dous leap in quality.  A simple two-speaker/subwoofer set can go a long way.  

But if you do have a large speaker setup, it helps to know a little about what’s 
going on.  5.1 sound means that there are six individual audio signals being 
sent out -- left front, center front, right front, left rear and right rear, plus the 
subwoofer (the final signal being the .1).  Each speaker needs to be distanced 
from the other for maximum effect.  Having all three of your front speakers 
right next to each other, for example, won’t really provide good sound.

Don’t let anything block the path of sound, like boxes, furniture or anything 
of that sort - if at all possible, mount your speakers on the walls, so you 
don’t have floor-related sound problems.  Try to place your home theater in 
a room that’s not too lively or reflective. Paneling and glass can cause a phe-
nomenon known as “signal cancellation,” which means that sound signals 
can collide and essentially cancel each other out.

Get showtimes, movie reviews, gossip, release 
dates, trailers,  and more online 24/7/365 @

DUBUQUE365C•OM

or call the 365 hotline

588-4365
CATEGORY 5
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Dubuque Schools TV
by Gary Olsen

“We’ll Take It!” That’s what we said 
when asked if we wanted our own cable 
channel.

Now, Dubuque Schools produces more 
local television content than can be 
found in cities 20 times larger.

This is exactly how it happened. I had 
been producing several shows for the 
Dubuque Schools’ Web site.  Almost 
10,000 people a day visit that site which 
for the past seven years has grown to 
contain over 20,000 files, videos, audios 
and more information than you could 
ever want or need. But the most effec-
tive media form we produce has been 
video that parents, thanks to high speed 
internet service (a family must have it… 
as essential as a second bathroom), can 
easily download and watch programs on 
their computer screens or burn to a disk.   

Most of our shows we produce are com-
pact little documentaries that resemble 
reality television shows.  God knows 
there are lots of stories to tell among the 
20 school buildings we have now.  
Everything from talent shows 
(our own little American Idols) 
to series television like the 
insanely popular “Kids in the 
Kitchen” (a cooking show), 
“Chopper School” (kids build-
ing a custom motorcycle) and 
“High School House” (kids 
building a $300,000 home on 
Dubuque’s West End District) 
can be seen 24/7 on cable 
channel 19.

Actually, it’s not that difficult these days 
to produce a quality television show 
with production values that rival the 
networks.  The cost of equipment has 
plummeted in recent years, in particu-
lar.  Because people have become used 
to watching reality television, in many 
cases all one has to do is capture what 

comes naturally among people, in this 
case children.  

Because of the Internet, our primary 
vehicle for broadcasting our shows, all 
kinds of people were watching: Not just 

Dubuque people, but 
military people aboard 
ships and in the Middle 
East, Hollywood types 
(one of whom has been 
corresponding with us 
and helping us with 
advanced production 
techniques), and cable 
television executives, 
namely Mediacom 
executives.

A Mediacom vice presi-
dent, Scott Westerman, came calling, 
and he was the first to respond positively 
to the idea that perhaps the Dubuque 
Community School District should have 
our own channel.  “I believe you could 
easily program one, and we’ll be happy 
to carry it,” he said at our first meeting.  
“How about finance it?” I responded.  
“What do you think we are talking 
about?” Scott replied.  “Fortunately, I 
have that answer,” I said, and I pulled 
out a paper I had researched on (what 
else?) the Internet.

I found out that there was some excel-
lent automation out there that one could 
program and that would play the videos 
from a spreadsheet-style schedule. Cues 
in the schedule would play videos like 
a jukebox, and you could divide the 
screen into sections with all kinds of 
other information. It’s the same kind of 
technology that CNN, MSNBC, and FOX 
News use.  

Long story short, the Dubuque/Media-
com cable franchise agreement was in 
negotiations, and I offered to do further 
research and submit my proposal to 
negotiators.  After a couple of discus-
sions with consultants (sent to us by 
Mediacom), the school district got its 
cable channel. We were in the televi-

sion business.   More on 
this story and what you can 
expect to see on channel 
19, DCS-TV, in the following 
issues.  Meanwhile, visit the 
Dubuque Schools Web site 
at www.dubuqueschools.
net.

Gary Olsen has been in-
volved in broadcasting, film 
and multimedia production 
and design in all forms his 
entire working life. He is 
the Webmaster and Pub-
lic Affairs Coordinator for 
the Dubuque Community 
Schools and the project lead-
er on DCS-TV Cable Channel 19. He’s 
been employed by the Dubuque Com-
munity School District for seven years. 
Gary was just named one of the 41 top 
producers of cable television content in 
the nation by Cable in the Classroom, 
the industry’s educational trust based in 
Washington, D.C. Gary has written two 
best-selling books on technology’s role in 
creativity. He can be reached at golsen@
dubuque.k12.ia.us.
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See it all today...

Online @
dubuqueschools.net

 On TV @
Mediacom Cable

Channel 19



“Disaster Preparedness…
Connecting the Dots”
by Mayor Roy D. Buol

“The scenario…a flood is caused by 
heavy snow pack, rapid snow melt, 
and heavy rain, causing the river in 
Dubuque to reach a stage of 36 feet.  
This river stage is 10 feet higher than the 
Dubuque flood of 1965, which is the 
highest one on record. The flood wall 
was designed to protect against flood 
stages of 32 feet.  This scenario will top 
the flood wall by 4 feet, causing severe 
flooding!”  

The City’s Emergency Operations Drill 
Committee advises that the City facili-
ties that will be affected under this sce-
nario, and unusable, include City Hall, 
Fire Headquarters, Water Treatment, 
Water Pollution Control and the Mu-
nicipal Services Building.  In addition, 
electrical power to the entire city will 
be compromised and, at best, a roving 
blackout situation would occur.  Power 
failures would impact communication 
to the public through the media, and 
cell phones would become inoperative.  
Basic human needs of the citizens and 
the responders, such as water, food, 
ice, shelter and health care, would be 
affected.

The scenario described above was used 
as a tool to facilitate development of a 
process that ultimately can be imple-
mented in response to any type of di-
saster. Along with mayor pro-temp Ann 
Michalski and council member Joyce 
Connors, I recently joined the City’s 
department managers, County represen-
tatives, Aquila, Alliant and the Dubuque 
Area Red Cross in an Emergency Opera-
tions Center drill.  Strategic questions 
such as the impact of river flooding on 

operations, the type of response plans 
and resources needed, the issues that 
would overwhelm department capabili-
ties, priority solutions and budgetary 
impact, State assistance and the critical 
importance of accurate, factual commu-
nications to the public were discussed.  
The questions raised and information 
shared will be compiled, and the group 
will meet in the near future to work on 
the next steps in the planning process.

Disaster preparedness is a significant 
process and will be an ongoing City/
County priority. While we can’t control 
the forces of “Mother Nature” or the un-
known, we can take steps to lessen the 
personal, environmental and economic 
impact from the wrath and damage 
caused by disasters.  

 DUBUQUE365ink   •  3 out of 4 mayors prefer “ink” with their coffee!   •   Get More 24/7/365 @ DUBUQUE365.COM     19

Mayor Buol welcomes former North Carolina 
senator and vice-presidential candidate John Ed-
wards to Dubuque last week.

Food Scrap 
Recycling  
Pilot Program 

Dubuque will be the 
first city in the state 
to offer a curbside 
food scrap recycling pilot program. The 
City of Dubuque Solid Waste Collection 
Activity is seeking approximately 300 
households, businesses and institutions 
to register for the program which kicked 
off on Monday, April 3.

The pilot program is described as recy-
cling bin collection for kitchen scraps. 
The scraps (including meat and bones), 
paper towels, coffee grounds, and small 
amounts of plant and soil material will 
be collected at the curb or alley in 
specialized, 12-gallon, wheeled, snap-
locking containers, known as Green-
Carts. These materials will be converted 
into compost for sale for landscaping, 
gardening, and highway beautification. 
Setouts are required weekly to reduce 
neighborhood sanitation concerns.
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Dubuque Jaycees Power Lunch
The Dubuque Jaycees host another power lun-
cheon on Thursday, May 4, from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the downtown Holiday Inn of Dubuque. The 
luncheon will be held in the Iowa Room. Special 
guest speaker for this edition of the Power Lunch 
is Mayor Roy Buol. The cost of the luncheon will 
be $10 for Jaycee members and $15 for non-mem-
bers. Questions and RSVPs can sent to cwagener@
dubuquebank.com. This an exciting new program 
designed to better connect young professionals to 
opportunity in their community. If that’s you, don’t 
miss this. It’s fun and informative and you’ll meet 
cool new people. The public is invited to attend. 
365’s CONNECT program proudly supports the 
power luncheon program.

Mattitude 1% Improvement Tip
Turn Off Your Cell…
Cell phones are powerful tools for communication. Sadly, widespread misuse 
leaves people annoyed, interrupted and even offended. Often, cell phones make it 
more difficult to communicate a clear message. This continual lack of cell phone 
etiquette can be used in your favor. The next time you have an important meeting 
or a hot date, try this little 1-percent improvement tip.

Rather than turning your phone on vibrate or silent before your meeting, deliber-
ately and obviously open up your phone in front of the person you’re meeting and 
turn the power off. As your phone begins to sing its little goodbye song, you’ve 
already accomplished a few impressive objectives. Neither of you will be inter-
rupted by the ringing or vibration of your phone. You will be able to completely 
focus your energy on the conversation. Additionally, when someone watches you 
turn off your cell phone, you send him or her a signal that they are important and 
for the duration of the meeting, they have your sole attention. Try it. If it works, 
give me a call. If you get my voice mail, I’m in an important meeting or maybe 
even on a hot date. You know what to do at the tone.

Improving your life, even just by 1 percent, can make all the difference! Remem-
ber, not every tip will work for everyone. What tips do you use to improve your 
life, even just a little bit? Please take an active part of this community. If you have 
a useful tip, I encourage you to send it to me so others can benefit. Simply send 
tips to: tips@mattbooth.com.

The Discomfort Zone
by Matt Booth

I’m sure you’ve heard the phrase “step out-
side of your comfort zone.” I never liked 
that phrase. Getting out of your comfort 
zone is like walking over to the pool and 
sticking your big toe in to test the tempera-
ture. If you want to improve, you’re go-
ing to have to do more than just stick your 
foot in the water. You have to run over to 
the pool and cannonball in. You can’t just 
step outside your comfort zone. You have 
to seek out and jump into the Discomfort 
Zone. 

Discomfort Zones are areas of life you 
avoid. They’re easy to identify but hard to 
face. Just thinking about them gives you 
an unpleasant feeling in your stomach. It’s 
uncomfortable to exercise, for example, 
but very comfortable to sit on the couch. 
It’s uncomfortable to apply for a new job, 
but comfortable to stay in your current 
position. It’s uncomfortable to forgive but 
comfortable to hold a grudge. It’s uncom-
fortable to be accountable but comfortable 
to blame someone else. It’s uncomfortable 
to tell the truth and often comfortable to 
lie.

You’re comfortable where you 
feel safe, but understand that 
being safe is a dangerous 
place. The pursuit of com-
fort is like a drug that con-
tinually tempts you to avoid 
pain. Comfort leads to me-
diocre performance, poor rela-
tionships and disappointment. 
Your comfort zone is boring 
and dulls your senses. Being 
comfortable sucks the life 
right out of you. It’s a natural 
law of nature that all things 
in the universe are either liv-
ing or dying a little more each 
day. If you’re always comfort-
able, you’re existing, not living. 

If your comfort zone is dangerous, being 
uncomfortable must be safe. What? Isn’t 
the Discomfort Zone painful? Yes, and 
embarrassing, frightening and traumatic. 
It is an emotional place full of surprises 
that keeps you edgy. You perform at high 
levels, increase creativity, resourcefulness 
and inspiration. Ask the most successful 
people you know and you’ll find that rath-
er than avoid pain, they accept it. They’ll 
tell you that pain equals growth and the 
benefits far outweigh the discomfort.

If you just step outside your comfort zone 
at the very moment you feel pain, you go 
back to where you were. This is why peo-
ple fail to improve themselves. They are 
unwilling to accept pain. Once you jump 
into a Discomfort Zone, there is no step-
ping back to safety. When you realize this 
concept, you become willing to do what 
others won’t. You become a Discomfort 
Zoner. You embrace discomfort until it be-
comes tolerable, soon the pain subsides, 
you enjoy the benefits, and the pain is for-
gotten.

Jumping into the Discomfort Zone is not 
a nuisance, but a necessity. To improve 
your life, you must jump in and stake your 
claim. If you don’t, you’re going to be 

stuck where you are, standing by the 
edge of the pool sticking your big 

toe in to test the temperature. Is 
that where you 

want to be?

Young Professionals Unite! It couldn’t be more simple. Gather after work, net-
work, have some fun and meet new friends. That is what Dubuque365’s CON-
NECT Program is all about. There is no fee to join and we won’t ask for a blood 
sample or a firstborn child. This month we’re gathering once again at Lot One 
in downtown Dubuque for our next Wednesday After Work social event on 
Wednesday, April 26 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The first 100 will get their first 
draft of brew on us and we’ll try to have a few extra goodies to make it worth 
your while. Take a load off after work, gather the friends you already have and 
come meet some more. Discover how much better life is in Dubuque when 
you’re CONNECTED. If that’s not simple enough for you, e-mail us at con-
nect@dubuque365.com and we’ll mail you a scan of a napkin sketch of how 
the event will transpire.



ARIES  As you sit at your desk day in and day out, remember one thing - the meet-
ing that can’t start without you is the only meeting worth going to. Unless donuts are 
involved. Or any kind of chocolate. Or a free lunch. Oh, and the big meetings where 
you can sit in the back and take a nap. That’s like hitting a trifecta.

TAURUS  Relax for the first time in a while.  Get out and enjoy the city, especially 
downtown. Remember: unpaid parking tickets never die, they just fade away.

GEMINI  Your neighbors saw you playing air guitar in your underwear the other 
night.  Your fingering was a little off, and you missed a few key notes in the solo. Bet-
ter practice those open strings.

CANCER  If Charlize Theron, dressed in tight black spandex, comes up to you and 
asks you for a smoke, run far away. That’s not Charlize Theron, you’ve simply had too 
much to drink.  Every soldier must call it a day.

LEO  Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.  Baskets can break, they can become 
loose, they start sitting around the house doing absolutely nothing...and then, one 
day, you get served with divorce papers and you’re left with nothing but broken eggs.

VIRGO  Remember how cool you felt hitting the town last weekend, strutting your 
stuff across the city? Everyone was looking at you. Your skirt was stuck in your under-
wear.  Better keep an eye on that.

LIBRA  Seasons may not fear the Reaper, nor may the sun, the wind or the rain ... but 
that doesn’t mean you should play hockey in the middle of Main Street.  Seriously 
bad voodoo may occur.  We’re talking “Live and Let Die” voodoo here.

SCORPIO  Ah, spring ... that glorious season when men and women come together, 
spark each other’s fancy, and engage in that most wonderful activity...mulching. 
Warning, colored mulch is for newbies. Go au naturale.

SAGITTARIUS  You may reach a point where you think you’ve seen everything.  But 
until you’ve seen a garden gnome take on a gorilla (and win), you haven’t seen every-
thing.  Not by a long shot.

CAPRICORN  Have you ever danced with the devil in the pale moonlight?  It’s not 
recommended.  It can become extremely awkward, especially if there’s a disagree-
ment over which definition of “moon” is being used.  For the record, Dr. Skraps does 
not endorse public lewdness.

AQUARIUS  Upon discovering that the carnitas you had for lunch are causing severe 
distress in your nether regions, you may become tempted to wander from the One 
True Path.  Walk on, grasshopper, walk on; this too shall pass.  In more ways than 
one.

PISCES  When your Budweiser is stolen by a garden gnome fresh off his resounding 
victory over a gorilla, do not fret.  In fact, give him another Bud.  That garden gnome 
has done more today than most men do in their entire lives.
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Dear Trixie:
I’d like to buy a pair of those edible panties but I’m con-
cerned about calories. What exactly is the fat content on 
a jelly thong?
                        --Unsigned

Dear Unsigned:
That depends on who’s wearing them.

Dear Trixie:
I’m a local bartender and I am sick and tired of hearing drunken men ask, ”Hey, 
where’s your man?” I don’t flirt at work and I do my job as professionally as 
possible considering the idiots I have to deal with. Can you give me a snappy 
comeback?
--Mary Ann

Dear Mary Ann:
“That reminds me, I need to get batteries.”

Dear Trixie:
I’ve been diagnosed with interstitial cystitis and have been going through these 
sulfa treatments. It seems to be reducing my symptoms and I’m happy about that 
but there is a side effect that bothers everyone around me. My body odor has a 
foul garlic smell. Deodorant doesn’t work and this is a major problem because 
I am employed at a candy shop. My boss has warned me that there have been 
complaints. What can I do?
--No Names Please

Dear No Names:
Your boss sounds like a real jerk. Let him fire you and while you’re waiting for the 
wrongful termination suit to pan out, take a job at Olive Garden.

Dear Trixie:
My husband and I both want children. I feel ready now, but he feels we aren’t 
responsible enough yet. What do you suggest?
--Fertile Couple

Dear Fertile:
Start with a Chia Pet. Work your way through sea monkeys, goldfish and gerbils. 
If you can’t kill a cat, go for it.

Dear Trixie:
My friends all say I need to see a counselor or therapist because I’m always 
bummed out. How can you tell if you are actually clinically depressed?
--Need To Know Bad

Dear Need To Know:
Count the Hostess Ding Dong wrappers in your bed. If there are more than nine, 
make an appointment.
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Dubuque dating 
scene stands trial
Okay. We admit it. Those 3 a.m. chili dog 
trips to Mulgrew’s are not ideal match-
making trips … even if we do leave with 
a hot dog and a hot date.
By Ellen Goodmann

When Vicki McPoland moved to 
Dubuque from Washington State two 
years ago, she described suffering a veri-
table culture shock in the area’s dating 
scene.

“It seemed there were no sin-
gle available people here,”  
she said. 

So, unlike the rest of us, she decided 
to do something 
about it.

“I went to Cupid.com and asked them if 
I could bring speed dating to Dubuque,” 
she said. Cupid calls it “Pre-Dating.”

They originally said no, McPoland ex-
plained, because a stipulation of the 
company is that there must be 150,000 
people in the metro area that requests to 
host speed dating.

“I thought to myself … no way … we 
have this amazing downtown with re-
ally awesome establishments and tons of 
wonderful single people. There is no way 
this will not work in Dubuque,” McPo-
land said.

Relentless, McPoland went back to Cu-
pid.com with photos and descriptions 
of many area venues that could host 
the events … and they agreed to allow 
Dubuque to be a test market for its speed 
dating/pre-dating events.

No big deal. Dubuque is totally used to 
being the coolest metro area with ap-
proximately 80,000 people. 

The first two events were held at Bartini’s 
and Grape Harbor and were a huge suc-
cess, according to McPoland.
 
“Our match rates were very high,” she 
said.  (Five out of 12 couples ended up 
being really compatible.)

So what goes on during the mini-dates? 
And what about people like us at 
Dubuque365 who say and wear all the 
wrong things?

McPoland says not to worry.

You should wear something you would 
normally wear on a first date, especially 
something that you’re comfortable in. 

Which means yes, Bryce, you must lose 
the pleather pants … and no, Tim, chaps 
are not appropriate. 

In terms of conversation, organizers do 
not provide a set list of questions or ice-
breakers. “If you are nervous … come up 
with a few questions that are important 
(to you),” McPoland said. 

Try: Do you smoke? Do you live with 
your parents? 

Avoid: Do you find me irresistible? Are 
you stupid?

Try: What are you looking for in a signifi-
cant other? How would your best friend 
describe you?

Avoid: I’ve already picked out names for 
future children, have you? 

McPoland would also 
remind speed date-
goers that sometimes 

the mini-dates are simply great network-
ing opportunities. “Maybe you’ll find 
someone to bike with or swap business 
ideas with,” she said. Also … it’s pretty 
painless. 

For the fellas: You spend $35. You meet 
12 ladies.

For the dames: You go on 12 dates. You 
wear one outfit.

For everyone: It lasts six minutes. Team 
365 asks: What else is new?

Coming Events
Speed dating will be at Borders on April 
25 at 6:30 p.m. The event
is open to all single pro-
fessionals -- women 
ages 29-39 and men 
ages 32 – 42. Cost 
is $35. To register, 
visit www.cupid.
com/PreDating

Vicki McPoland, Dubuque’s Miss Hitch!
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East Dubuque Variety Show
East Dubuque’s annual variety show is set 
for Friday, April 21 at East Dubuque High 
School. The show is a montage of com-
edy, music and drama. Reserved seating 
costs $7.50, regular seating costs $5 and 
children 12 and under are admitted for 
$2.50. For more information, call 815-
747-7703. 

Mazzuchelli Middle School 
Performs First Annual Play
Holy Family’s Mazzuchelli Middle School 
announces the upcoming performance 
of “Into The Woods, Jr.” The first-ever 
Catholic middle school performance in 
Dubuque will take place on April 29 at 
7:30 p.m. and April 30 at 4:30 p.m. at 
Clarke College’s Terence Donaghoe Hall.
Before “Shrek,” the original “Into the 
Woods” blended many beloved fairy 
tales to create a hilarious musical com-
edy. When a Baker and his Wife learn 
they’ve been cursed to be childless by the 
Witch next door, they embark on a quest 
for special objects required to break the 
spell, swindling, deceiving and stealing 
from Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Rapunzel and Jack who climbed the 
beanstalk. A big bad Wolf, two handsome 
Princes and two wicked Step-Sisters join 
the action before the show is over.
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at 
Mazzuchelli Midddle School or at the 
door.

Museum Family Matinee
On April 30, the Heartland Ballet, under 
the direction of Marina O’Rourke, will 
contribute to the series “How to Look, Lis-
ten and Think about the Arts,” a program 
designed for young (and not so young) 
lovers of the arts. The matinee begins at 
1 p.m. at the Dubuque Museum of Art. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 563-557-1851.

Colts Concert
Senior High School will present its an-
nual spring Colts Cadets concert in the 
Nora Gymnasium on April 30 at 2 p.m. 
in the high school gymnasium. Admis-
sion is free. For information, call 563-
582-4872.

Library Family Activities

“The Pirates of Penzance” 
The Northeast Iowa School of Music 
presents “The Pirates of Penzance” pro-
duction highlights for children and fami-
lies on Saturday, May 13 from 10 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. at the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library. The series is offered in partner-
ship with NISOM and is funded by Dr. 
and Mrs. David Field. Admission is free 
and registration is not required. 

Kids’ Flicks
After early dismissal on Wednesday, May 
17, children of ages 5 – 11 are invited to 
join the Carnegie-Stout Public Library for 
popcorn and a free showing of “Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events,” 
rated PG.

Teen Activities
Students entering eighth grade or above 
are invited to volunteer in the Youth De-
partment at the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library. Information will be available on 
Thursday, May 25. Visit the Youth Room 
anytime between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. for 
information. 

Movies at Carnegie Stout 
Public Library
After early dismissal, students of ages 13-
high school are invited to join friends at 
the library from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
for a showing of “Bewitched,” rated PG-
13.

River Adventure
The National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium will host three River Adven-
ture Summer Camps throughout the sum-
mer of 2006. Kids can “dive in” and ex-
plore all aspects of the Mississippi River, 
including a visit from a 17th century fur 
trader and hands-on discovery in our wet-
land. Each camp lasts one week and will 
be from 9 a.m. until noon, daily.  Cost 
of the River Adventure Camp is $95 per 
child for non-members and $85 per child 
for members and includes a camp T-shirt, 
admission to the Museum & Aquarium, 

craft materials and daily snack. Camp 
Schedule: Week One - June 19-23; Week 
Two - July 17-21; Week Three August 7-
11. River Adventure Summer Camp is 
open to children in 1st - 5th grade levels 
based on the 2006-07 school year. Space 
is limited. Call the Museum & Aquarium 
at 563-557-9545 or visit www.rivermu-
seum.com for more information.

Enter Sandman
The Dubuque Jaycees will soon be driving 
a one-ton truck in a neighborhood near 
you. The organization’s annual Sandbox 
Fill kicks off on Satur-
day, April 9, and con-
tinues the weekend 
of May 6 and 7.
Each spring, the Jay-
cees take orders from 
and deliver sand 
to Dubuquers who 
want to fill their sad 
and weathered sand-
boxes.To order, you 
can leave a message 
at the Jaycees Club-
room at 563-583-

5555, call John Kirpes at 563-582-6247 
or email an order to sandboxfill@yahoo.
com. To place an order, leave a name, 
phone number and address and a Jaycee 
will call to confirm your order.  Cost for 
delivery is $6 for the first wheelbarrow 
load and $5 for each additional load. De-
liveries will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 
mid-afternoon or until orders are filled.  
Proceeds from the sandbox fill go toward 
Jaycee community service projects. Flynn 
Ready Mix is donating heaps of sand for 
the fill and Conlon Construction is sup-
plying the trucks for hauling.
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365 Behind the Scenes:  
Washington Middle School Musical

By Ellen Goodmann

Walking into the George Washington Middle School 
Auditorium, I’m greeted by at least 70 kids. They’re per-
forming “Hello, Dolly!” in a few weeks, and on this Holy 
Thursday, they’re rehearsing for three hours before the 
long weekend. It’s artistic director Megan Schumacher’s 
birthday in a few days, and she has spent the last night 
baking 70 cupcakes and carefully labeling each one 
with a student’s name. While the kids eat cupcakes, Me-
gan holds back a pile of students for me to talk to about 
the show and what makes the experience and school’s 
Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) program enriching.

Here are some of their comments:

Gwen Gross: “Last year I wasn’t in the show, but all of 
my friends were. I’ve had so much fun, and have about 
four times the amount of friends as I had last year.”

Ginny Luke: “I have developed a deeper connection 
with my character, I’ve had to work a lot harder and 
learn new techniques and the directors have helped me 
do that.”

Nathan Longfield: ”Probably the biggest challenge for 
me has been dancing. During the show, I have to dance 
on stage for seven minutes.”

Cody Eigenberger: “I’ve learned a lot this year. In seventh 
grade, I wasn’t doing well in school and I was almost 
kicked out, but I was encouraged to keep going and get in 
the play. I love it. When I’m on stage I feel really alive.”

Shannon Black: “I am a parader, which is 
really fun. We always get to be alive and happy and 
having fun and smiling. I think the audience will really 
enjoy it. The play has taught me to persevere, and it’s fun 
to meet new people and learn from them.”

Helen Waldmeir: “I’m new to this school this year and 
I was afraid that people might be mean to me, but in 
the (VPA program) I found out that a lot of people are a 
lot like me. It’s nice to know that people are like you ... 
even older people.”

The VPA program is headed up by Steve Slade. He is in 
his first year as the program director since other faculty 
moved to Eleanor Roosevelt Middle School.

“I was really left a legacy,” he said, explaining how the 
program works.

 VPA was formed about 20 
years ago as a talented and 
gifted program, funded in part 
by the state of Iowa. Slade said 
that it is one of its kind in the 
nation. 

Unlike a typical audition-re-
hearse-perform process of a play, students in 
the program work on the show during an 8th period class 
and essentially spend eight months working prior to the 
play. Also, not all the kids perform. There are teams of 
kids working on anything from set to stage management 
to the publications. 
“We’ve really developed an active parent partnership 

in the program,” Slade said. “If a parent is an expert in 
anything from photography to costumes, we try to bring 
them in to help give the kids a real craft experience.”

Parent volunteer Laurie Ferring concurs. “The play 
wouldn’t exist without parent support.”

For every long rehearsal, parents bring snacks. They haul 
kids back and forth. They help with costumes, with the 
set.

For Ferring, the benefits reaped are rich. “I think it’s great 
that at such a young age the kids are exposed to theatre.   
 
It’s also something different than sports for the kids to 
focus on ... this is a program that needs to continue.” 

 Schumacher says the experience “fills 
my soul.”

The role she plays lands barely any 
cash in her pocket, but it allows her 
to be part of a growth experience.

“I love watching them realize that 
they’re confident, talented, creative 
souls ... that they can be the people 

they want to be.”

“Hello, Dolly!” runs April 28, 29 and 30 
at George Washington Middle School at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and  
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tickets are $8.



River of Tears   
Apr 21-22 (8 p.m.), 
23 (2 p.m.), 28-29 
(8 p.m.), 30 (2 p.m.)

The Main Street Play-
ers Theatre Company 
of Galena will open its 
2006 season with the 
historical drama “River 
of Tears.”  The play tells the story of the Sac and Fox 
people and what happened to them when they tried to 
return to their homeland near Rock Island in 1832.  This 
is the time we know as the Blackhawk War.

16 middle and high school youth from Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin have come together to under the direction of 
Galena attorney Philip Jackman to tell the story of Chief 
Blackhawk and his people as they fled north into Wis-
consin, ultimately to where the Bad Ax enters the Missis-

sippi River, at what is now known as Victory, Wisconsin.
Earlier in April, the cast was visited at rehearsal by Kay 
Rhodes, Principal Chief of the Sac and Fox Nation.  She 
was traveling in their area on tribal business, and took 
time out of her schedule to pay a visit to the cast and 
speak with them.  Chief Rhodes is the great-great-great-
granddaughter of Blackhawk.  She told the students that 
she and her tribe were honored that they were presenting 
story, and presented the cast with a tribal flag to display in 
the theater lobby during the show.  She posed for pictures 
with the cast and autographed their scripts.  The cast then 
performed the final scenes from the show for her, depict-
ing the battle at Bad Ax.  The chief found the presentation 
to be quite moving, and told the cast that she would try 
to be back for the opening night performance on April 
21.  She also said that if she were able to be present, she 
would try to be in her Sac and Fox regalia.

“River of Tears,” written by Cassville, Wisconsin, playwright 
Mike Willis, tells the story of the Sac and Fox through the 
spirits of the braves, squaws and children who accompanied 

Blackhawk during this time.  He conducted meticulous re-
search in the military journals and diaries to present an his-
torically accurate picture of what took place here in 1832.

Main Street Players will also have a special opening act 
for “River of Tears.”  Abraham Lin-
coln re-enactor Kevin Koester of 
Lancaster, Wisconsin, will speak to 
the audience about his service in the 
Illinois militia during the Blackhawk 
War.  No other Lincoln re-enactor 

has ever addressed this part of Lincoln’s life, and Koester 
has created new material for his portrayal specifically 
for this show.

The Main Street Players perform at the Sinsinawa Mound 
Theater located north of Galena, Illinois.  Performance 
dates are April 21, 22, 28 and 29 at 8:00 p.m., and Sun-
day, April 23, at 2:00 p.m.  Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$5 for students.  Reservations, information, and direc-
tions to the theater can be obtained by calling MSP at 
815-777-ARTS.
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Pioneer Performances

On Sunday, April 30, 
two University of 
Wisconsin-Platte-
ville vocal groups, 
the Coro d’Angeli 
and Singing Pio-
neers, will perform.  

The concert begins at 3 p.m. in the Rich-
ard and Helen Brodbeck Concert Hall,  
in the Center for the Arts building on the 
UWP campus.

Coro d’Angeli, the women’s choir, will 
be performing pieces by Javier  Busto, a 
Spanish medical doctor who composes 
works that are a blend of Latin and Eng-
lish. The group will also perform a large 
medley from the musical “Dreamgirls,” 
the Tony award-winning Broadway pro-
duction based on the story of the Su-
premes.  The production will be made 
into a major motion picture in 2006.

The Singing Pioneers, the UW-P men’s 
choir, will perform a series of three church 
pieces in Russian, in addition to two 
pieces by American composer Randall 
Thompson.  One is named “Tarantella,” 
which Demaree describes as a real “tour 
de force” for the featured pianist, UWP 
student Kelsey Klug. The other piece by 
Thompson is called “The Last Words of 
David.” The men’s choir will finish with 
two more pieces by another American 
composer, Ron Nelson.  This concert is 
free and open to the public.

One-Act Play Festival

Pioneer Players presents the spring 2006 
One-Act Play Festival featuring the theme 
Freedom of Speech and Communication.  
The festival will be held April 21 through 
23 at the Center for the Arts at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Platteville.  Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. for the Friday and 
Saturday night performances and 2 p.m. 
for the Sunday matinee. 

The performance will consist of six 
one-acts, including “The Real Inspector 
Hound,” “What Wasn’t Said, What Didn’t 
Happen,” “Is Anyone Out There Listen-
ing,” “The Book of Leviticus Show,” “Pri-
vates,” and “Freedom of Speech/States 
Rights.”  More than 20 UWP students are 
participating in the six one-act shows in 
roles ranging from actors to directors and 
stage managers.

Ticket prices are $3 for students and $5 
for adults.  For more information and to 
purchase tickets in advance, contact the 
CFA box office at 608-342-1298. 

Combined Talent
The University of Platteville Chorale and 
Symphony Band will showcase their tal-
ent on April 26 when the two groups 
combine for a concert at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Richard and Helen Brodbeck Concert 
Hall in the Center for the Arts building 
on the UWP campus.

The Platteville Chorale, conducted by 
Greg Dennis, will open the concert with 
“I Got a Key to the Kingdom,” a spiritual 
arranged by Alice Parker.  UWP’s Sym-
phony Band, directed by Matt Gregg, will 
join with the Platteville Chorale on their 
next piece, a set of Aaron Copland songs 
for wind and voice titled “Second Suite 
of Old American Songs.”  “The repertoire 
for this concert is pretty aggressive, and 
speaks highly of the quality of performers 
we have here at UWP,” said Gregg. The 
concert is free and open to the public.

Sweet Art Sunday

Sweet Art Sunday will be held on Sun-
day, April 23 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Badger Brothers Coffee in Downtown 
Platteville.  The featured artist is David 
J. Meinhardt, Instructor of Communi-
cation Technologies at UW-Platteville.  
David is an accomplished photographer 
whose artwork ranges from photography 
to multi- and mixed media installation 
pieces of various sizes and technologies. 
Complimentary desserts and snacks and 
a cash coffee bar will be provided. Sweet 
Art Sunday is held monthly and is open 
to everyone who is interested in South-
west Wisconsin’s growing arts communi-
ty.  Admission is free. For more informa-
tion on becoming a member of Friends 
of Our Gallery or being a featured FOG 
artist, please contact the Rountree Gal-
lery by phone at 608-348-6719, or email 
rtgallery@yousq.net.

Platteville Jaycees 
Dart Tournament 
The Plateeville Jaycees will host their 
Dart Tournament on Saturday, April 29 
at Orville T’s Bar. Registration begins at 
noon for the 501-Cricket game. Luck of 
the Draw will be played by partners and 
double elimination will be effect. Entry 
cost is $5 with 100 percent payback. Each 
participant will receive one free beer. To 
find out more about being a Jaycee mem-
ber call Jenni Key at 608-348-2773. 

A New High Tech  
Business in Platteville
By George Krueger, Executive Director 
of Platteville Area Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (PAIDC)

On April 13, there was a dedication cer-
emony from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
the Pioneer Tower at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville to celebrate the 
opening of the new Nippon Telegraph & 
Telephone (NTT) Corporation Energy & 
Environment Office. 
Mr. Ryuji Yamada, 
Senior Executive Vice 
President of NTT, and 
UW-P Chancellor Da-
vid Markee conduct-
ed the ceremony. 

This new business 
is very exciting for 
Platteville. One of 
PAIDC’s key objec-
tives is to promote 
Platteville as a great 
place to locate a 
high-tech business. 
The infrastructure, in-
tellectual capital and 
lower costs are very 
attractive. High-tech 
businesses typically 
start as small, one-person operations and 
then grow in scale with their technology. 
We have worked hard to develop rela-
tionships with our Japanese contacts and 
to recruit a business to Platteville. We 
have succeeded in the initial effort. 

Now the focus turns to helping to grow 
the business into a major player in Plat-
teville. We will work to helping the busi-
ness to commercialize the technology and 
to build a business that will invest in the 
community and employ more people. 

The office is starting small with one per-
son on a full-time basis. I am reminded 
of the many businesses in the park that 
started with one person. From small busi-
nesses come big businesses. The busi-
ness that begins as a one-person startup 
grows over time into a business that can 
employ dozens or hundreds of people. 
The great thing about this new venture 
is that it has the backing of NTT, a $100 
billion company. Few startups have the 
financial, intellectual and technological 
resources of NTT. 

It has been a total team 
effort. Our associates at 
HL-I Systems in High-
land and ANDNA in 
Japan have been instru-
mental in the process. 
UW-Platteville, Grant 
County Economic De-
velopment, City of Plat-
teville staff, PAIDC, city 
council members, State 
of Wisconsin Com-
merce, Forward Wis-
consin, state legisla-
tors, the governor, Main 
Street and the Chamber 
of Commerce all con-
tributed to the success 
of this project. 

NTT could have placed this business 
anywhere in the U.S.  It is really cool that 
they are starting here in Platteville. Not 
San Francisco, Chicago or Madison, but 
Platteville! This is a major accomplish-
ment for our community. 

Tokyo based Nippon Telegraph and Tele-
phone employs 200,000 people world-
wide and has nearly 94 billion in annual 
sales. Let’s celebrate this new business, 
welcome NTT to Platteville and help 
them be successful.

NTT Senior Exec. Vice President Ryuji 
Yamada, PAIDC’s George Krueger, and 
Platteville Office General Manager, 
Hiroki Takaka.
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SWSBDC and U.S. &  
Wisconsin Departments  
of Labor Announce Workshop

On Tuesday, April 25, the Southwest 
Wisconsin Small Business Development 
Center, in cooperation with the U.S. and 
Wisconsin Departments of Labor, will be 
offering a workshop.  This workshop will 
only be offered in the area once. Eight 
speakers will present state and federal in-
formation on the topics of regulations and 
law updates in the areas of labor stan-
dards, revenue standards, OSHA, EEOC, 
and unemployment insurance.  These 

speakers are tenured field auditors eager 
to share their experiences with small to 
medium-sized business owners and hu-
man resources professionals.

The workshop will be held at the UW-
Platteville Pioneer Farm Agriculture Tech-
nology Center in the Distance Education 
Classroom, beginning at 8:30 a.m. to 
continuing until 3:30 p.m. The cost is $25 
per person, $20 for reservations made in 
advance.  The fee includes registration, 
reference materials, lunch and refresh-
ments. Call the Southwest Wisconsin 
Small Business Development Center of-
fice at 608-342-1038 for more informa-
tion or to register. 

THE ANSWERS!
The Questions are on page 6!

1.  Today, Dubuquers recycle 40 percent of their waste materials.

2-3. The former Eagle’s Store, houses and commercial buildings near the 
       Prescott School area and homes along the West 32nd Waterway project.

4.  Mercury is toxic if inhaled or absorbed in water.

5.  Dirty pizza boxes are not accepted at Dubuque Area Recycling Drop-off Centers.

6.  The Mississippi is the major flyway used by 40 percent of migratory birds.

7.  A Brownfield is an abandoned, idled, or underused industrial or commercial 
     facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or 
     perceived environmental contamination. Whoa, that’s deep, man.

8.  International visitors spend an estimated $2.6 billion each year throughout 
     the 10 river states, generating 53,000 jobs.

9.  The answer is kittens unless you hate kittens. You know who you are.

10. Dubuque365 goes through enough diet soda cans a week.

Art After Hours
“Run With the Bulls” Wine Tasting
Saturday, May 6
Dubuque Museum of Art

The Art After Hours Commit-
tee and the Dubuque Museum 
of Art invite you to “Run With 
the Bulls” at their spring wine 
tasting, Saturday, May 6.  Cele-
brating the acquisition of a col-
lection of Salvador Dali litho-
graphs, the Twelve Signs of the 
Zodiac, the museum is putting 
on display “Taurus” for the May 
wine tasting.  

Inspired by the work of the 
Spanish artist, the wine tasting 
will feature a selection of wines 
from Spain, as well as Spanish-
speaking Chile and Argentina.  
Wines for the event will be 
hand-selected by Tim Althaus of 
Family Beer & Liquor.  Althaus 
will conduct a short “Introduc-
tion to Wine Tasting “ class from 
5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. covering the 
basics of wine and what to look 
for when tasting.  Even those more experienced with wine might be interested in 
learning about some of the specific characteristics of the Spanish varieties.  

The wine tasting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  A selection of hors d’oeuvres will 
be provided by the Pepper Sprout Restaurant, with beer (for non-wine drinkers) pro-
vided by Kirchhoff Distributing.  The event is sponsored by Dubuque Bank & Trust.  

“Taurus” and the Twelve 
Signs of the Zodiac litho-
graphs by Salvador Dali 
were a 2005 gift to the 
Dubuque Museum of Art 
collection from Bob and 
Barbara Woodward.  
 
Admission for the event 
is $20 for museum 
members and $40 for 
non-members.  Non-
members who sign up 
for a museum mem-
bership get in free.  For 
more information, call 
the Museum of Art at 
(563) 557-1851.  




