I wrote about my dad a year ago. I was very
proud of him for what he had accomplished,
and as time passes I find I’m exponentially
more proud. You might know him, or perhaps you read about him in the TH recently.
Most know Robert Parks now as Marine Bob,
Dubuque’s Toys for Tots coordinator. Over
three years since taking on the duties, the
retired insurance and investment broker and
former Marine has taken the collection from
3000 toys for local kids to over 20,000 toys
serving children in four counties, having added Grant County, Jo Daviess County and Jackson County to Dubuque.
The article about him in
the TH lat week was very
nice, though they painted
him as being near death.
In truth, he’s getting much
better everyday. Tim, our
editor at 365ink, likens
dad to Keith Richards or
Al Davis: “That man cannot be killed by conventional weapons,” he says.
Dad has shrugged off
cancer twice before. The
second time was last year
in-between Toys seasons
when a bad cold was the precursor to a very
early case of lung cancer. Following surgery,
he was back at it without missing a beat. This
year, his third cancer affected his neck and
came with bad timing, as if there is ever good
timing to find cancer. He has just finished his
chemotherapy treatments and, as many of you
have experienced, is very tired. He also has
been unable to speak. While normally, the
family might think this a blessing, it is most
inconvenient to a man organizing the efforts
of volunteers across four counties. How does
he still do it all. The answer? Mom.
While we’ve all found ourselves this year
meeting early morning semi trucks at warehouse docks unloading toys and books to
donated storage space by great people like
Restoration Warehouse, Tim McNamara
and Quick Stop, it is Mom who has become
Dubuque’s Mrs. Claus. Her recent retirement should have left her with time to, uh
... help out at 365. But perhaps by some unseen grace, her free time came just in time
to care for her own mother, as Alzheimer’s
has placed a quick grasp on her. And, as if
to test her malability, Dad was diagnosed
once again. And the holidays were looming
in the future. Having spent many years as

the miracle-working office manager at Keystone Area Education Agency, she’s used to
juggling many things at once. I imagine this
curveball has given her a special challenge,
but as of this writing, she’s maintained her
sanity and there are just a few days left in
the collection season. The whole family is
coming together over the weekend with
truck to make the finally collection rounds
in the Dubuque area. Many thousands of
toys have already come in, been sorted and
gone back out to agencies and volunteers
helping to cover such a broad area.
Through all the adversity,
the tag-team effort continues to work wonders,
turning thousands of dollars in cash into tens of
thousands of dollars in
toys while coordinating
partners and volunteers
across a network Marine
Bob has created through
three states. And Mom
even made her treasure
trove of Christmas cookies
somewhere in the middle.
Dad called today. His
voice is raspy, but no longer just air. He
asked me to pick up the Toys banner from
Five Flags where they had a teddy bear toss
in conjunction with the Thunderbirds hockey game over the weekend. He’s starting to
take in tiny bits of soft food that don’t have to
come in through a feeding tube, but his temporarily ravaged taste buds are not making it
taste very good. But he’s a marine. I’m sure
he’s had bad food before. I’m quite looking
forward to buying him a big juicy cheeseburger as soon as he’s ready to tackle it.
Toys for Tots is nearing the frenzied final
days. I’ll bet nothing would make Dad happier than if we all would make these final
collections ... so much exhausting work because we’ve overfilled the toy boxes spread
across the Tri-States. And if you are reading
this too late, a cash donation for next year
will, I’m sure, help Dad get ready for next
year. I have no doubt he will begin that process sometime in January.
People often ask where we get the consistent energy to do all the stuff we do in the
community at 365. Well, now you know.
We had pretty good role models growing
up. Merry Christmas, Mom and Dad.
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere
in this issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find
the master of movies buried within these pages? Hint: He’s tiny and could be anywhere !
Good Luck! Winners get a free warm fuzzy!
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DUBUQUE365ink • Don’t get eaten by the Abominable Snowman. He’s grouchy today. • DUBUQUE365.COM

by Tim Brechlin
Let’s face it: There’s a little thrill-seeker in all of
us. (In some cases, there’s a big one. Not in mine,
though. I’m a pansy.) And while we can go to Six
Flags and ride rollercoasters ‘til the sun goes down,
or try base-jumping from the Clock Tower (not endorsed by 365ink, in case anyone decides to go for
it), what could possibly be more thrill-seek-ey than
strapping on a few skis and roaring down a hill?
(I’d personally take an evening watching movies,
but as we’ve established before, I’m a pansy. And I
have no balance, even when I’m sober.)
For those of you who don’t share my lack of intestinal fortitude for the slops, we’re incredibly lucky
to have two ski resorts here in the Tri-States: There’s
Sundown Mountain Resort right here in Dubuque,
and Chestnut Mountain Resort just outside Galena.
How convenient, as the Church Lady would say!
Sundown Mountain dates all the way back to 1973,
and its 33-year pedigree has established it as one of
the premier destinations throughout the Midwest for
both skiing neophytes and winter sports enthusiasts.
That reputation is set to continue, with a bunch of
new additions expected to make Sundown an even
better place to take your life into your own hands.
The first and foremost is, without a doubt, a Kassbohrer PistenBully 300. No, it’s not Hank Hill’s
newest lawnmower model and it’s not the gigantic
gas-powered grill that your neighbor just bought.
It’s a gigantic vehicle designed for grooming snow

-- you know, making sure that you can actually
make it down those hills! And it’s German-made,
so you know that Sundown’s going to be totally
rocking the hills this year. The PistenBully 300
features retractable forks that are used for moving
rails and terrain features in the terrain park ... ensuring unique experiences every time you decide
to wander over to that part of Sundown.
Oh, what’s a terrain park, you ask? Well, it’s pretty much exactly what the name suggests ... it’s an
outdoor area that’s essentially for allowing snowboarders and skiers to do any number of tricks. A
bunch of different jumps, a 300-foot competition
half-pipe, rails ... everything you need in order
to get ready for your Winter X-Games auditions.
Sundown’s terrain park had a two-acre expansion
in 2004 (for a total of nine acres) and added six
new rails last year, and now the terrain park also
boasts a new feature called Wall Ride ... a sixteen-foot-high, twelve-foot-wide wall designed
for every trick your twisted mine can
think of.

Now, for those of you who
aren’t trying to set world records for number of flips on
a single jump and are instead
just trying to breeze down the
slopes, it’s not like Sundown
is leaving you out in the cold.
The entire park boasts, in total,
21 downhill trails with a 475foot vertical drop. (In other
words, really frickin’ high.) All
the trails are lit, and the lifts can
move 9,000 people an hour. And
there are trails set for all difficulty
levels, with four degrees ranging
from “easiest” to “most difficult.”
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building ... and it’s cheap, too! It’s
only $35 per child, including a
lift ticket, plus $25 if you need to
rent equipment (and that covers
the entire day).

• Jan. 27 - Le
mon Drop Fest
ival Fundraiser for
Special Olympi
cs Winter Games, feat
uring live music
, BBQ
and (you gues
sed it) Lemon
Drops.
Must be 21 and
over.

Which isn’t to say that prices
are un-affordable for adults,
too. Weekday lift tickets run
$30, $36 on the weekends and
holidays, with prices at only
$25 after 4 p.m. Rental rates
are only $25 for the ski package ($31 for snowboarding),
and only $20 after 4 p.m.
($23 for snowboards). And
did we mention season
tickets? Season passes for
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Kevin Bozeman -2 Shows
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 15 & 16, 9 PM
Arthur House Restaurant
9315 Hwy 80 N Platteville, WI
Chris “Boom Boom” Johnson
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 9 PM
Bricktown Brewery & Live On Main
Charlie Wiener and Mike Baldwin
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 8 PM
3100 Club/Midway Hotel
Dueling Pianos
Friday, Dec. 22, 9 PM
Bricktown Brewery & Live On Main

When I have beans, I make the wrong kind of wind.

•
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Tickets at etix.com
Tom Clark
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 22 & 23
Arthur House Restaurant
BT
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 9 PM
Bricktown Brewery & Live On Main
John Roy and Mike Stanley
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 8 PM
3100 Club at the Midway Hotel
Tim Joyce
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 29 & 30
Arthur House Restaurant

More Laughter Ahead...
Donnie Baker and Friends

January 6 @ Bricktown Entertainment Complex
Live on Main Comedy welcomes The original “I
swear to God” man from the Bob & Tom Show
along with Mike Toomey
from Chicago, whom
you’ve also heard on
Bob and Tom.

The Nerds
of Comedy

Wednesday, Jan. 17
@ Bricktown
Entertainment Complex
Dean Haglund is best known for his nine seasons
playing Langly, one of the computer geeks known as
“The Lone Gunmen” from the
hit TV series The X-Files.
Mark Price is fondly remembered as “Skippy”, the
quintessential ‘80s nerd on
the hit television series, Family Ties.

Michael Winslow

Saturday, February 3
Live on Main @ Bricktown Entertainment Complex
Actor and comedian Michael Winslow is known
worldwide for his wacky role as sound-efects
spewing officer Larvelle Jones in the Police Academy film series. Michael, a master of vocal gymnastics, can imitate over 1,000 sound effects using his
voice alone. Tickets to all the above shows are available
at ETIX.com.

Windy City Laughs
What better way is there to contribute
to Tri-State comedy than by ... having
more comedy! That’s what the Bell
Tower Theater is doing, as it kicks off
a program titled Windy City Laughs.
Here’s the deal. You’ve got a bunch of
comedians who have been making the
rounds on the Chicago circuit, knocking crowds dead for ages. Talented
folks, skilled at using the art of comedy to reduce audiences to mounds
of putty. (Laughter’s a powerful thing,
you know.) They’re coming ... here.
The first event will be held on January 13, 2007, hosted by Nick Lullo,
who’s a Chicago-based event promoter / producer, with comedians Lauren
Bishop, Josh Cheney and Tyron Foston

kicking off the festivities. And headlining the show will be the talented
Mark “The Knife” Faje, who’s been all
over your television sets with appearances on The Late Show with David
Letterman, Ripley’s Believe it or Not
and America’s Got Talent. He’s been
around.
Tickets for Windy City Laughs are on
sale for $17, and you can pick them
up at the Bell Tower Theater’s box office, by telephone at 563-588-3377 or
online at www.belltowertheater.net.
(The Bell Tower is in Fountain Park,
at 2728 Asbury Road, for the record.)
The January 13 show will have performances at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., so
you absolutely positively cannot say
that you’re too busy to go. And start
making plans for two more Windy
City Laughs exhibitions down the
road — March 10 and May 12!
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Five Flags Public Skating
Don’t forget that ‘tis the season for that
insanely icey activity that involves sharp
blades, a lot of slashing and scraping, and
the occasional fall into a heap of mush.
No, not the next Friday the 13th movie!
Public ice skating! It’s always been a popular activity here in Dubuque, and what better way to while away the winter doldrums
than by sashaying down to the Five Flags
Arena, strapping on some skates, and doing your best Brian Boitano impression?
Public skating will be held on Wednesday,
December 6, from 2 until 4 p.m., and then
two Sundays in a row, December 10 and
17, from 3 until 5 p.m. During the holiday
break, the schedule will be altered ... in a
good way! From Tuesday, December 26,
until Friday, December 29, public skating
will be held from 10 a.m. until noon, and

then from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Ticket prices are $4 for adults, and $2.50
for children 12 and under. Skate rental is
only $2. (You can’t even get a beer for that
nowadays!) And special rates are available
for groups of 10 or more.
Just don’t use your skates as a weapon
when your sister shoves you a little bit into
the wall. Rubbin’s racin’.

Daniel O’Donnell sells out in a day.
If you were waiting with bated breath for tickets to
Daniel O’Donnell to go on sale for the summer show
at Five Flags, you have bated too long. The show sold
out in less than a day with tickets priced as high as
$84. If you’re wondering who the heck Daniel O’
Donnell is, then you’re not likely missing much. He’s a
huge draw in Branson, Missouri, and plays strongly to
an older audience. You’ll have to go to Branson to see
him now, it would appear.
probably do with it?
A) Eat it B) Put it in your sweetheart’s hair
B) Burn it D) Use it to polish your boot

Answers on page 31
1. In Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The Nutcracker,”
who is the nutcracker’s main enemy?
A) A girl called Clara
B) The King of the Mice
C) Dr. Almond
D) Drosselmeyer the magician
2. All through the Christmas season in old
England, “lambswool” could be found in
the houses of the well-to-do. What was it?
A) Imitation snow used in decorations
B) A hot ale with roast apples floating in it.
C) Material used for knitting Christmas gifts
D) A fluffy confection of almonds and sugar
3.The poinsettia is a traditional Christmas
flower. Where did it originally grow?
A) Canada
B) China
C) Mexico
D) Spain
4. In many households, part of the fun of
eating Christmas pudding is finding a trinket that predicts your fortune for the coming year. For instance, finding a coin means
you will become wealthy. What will you be
if you find a button?
A) Poor
B) Famous
C) A bachelor D) Called away on a trip
5. If you were given some frumenty at a
Medieval Christmas party, what would you

6. Which of the following names does NOT
belong one of the Three Kings?
A) Caspar
B) Balthazar
C) Teleost
D) Melchior
7. Which well-known author of fantasy fiction also created a book called The Father
Christmas Letters?
A) Lewis Carroll B) J.R.R. Tolkien
C) E. Nesbit
D) C.S. Lewis
8. George Frederick Handel’s great Christmas oratorio, The Messiah, was first performed in 1742. Where did the performance take place?
A) London
B) Dublin
C) Vienna
D) Jerusalem
9. After Scrooge has reformed his life at the
end of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol,
he invites Bob Cratchit to join him for some
“smoking bishop.” What did he mean?
A) A fast variation of chess popular in London
B) A premium pipe tobacco
C) A hot spiced drink
D) A Christmas pudding, soaked in
brandy and set alight
10. How many people have viewed Hillcrest’s Reflections in the Park lights display
in Murphy Park since in debuted in 1995?
A) 100,000
B) 250,000
C) 450,000
D) 650,000
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All the pretty little horses
How about enjoying the beauty that his historic
Dubuque in the most historic method of transportation? Horse-drawn carriages, those old bastions of romance, leave from Cable Car Square and tour the historic areas of Dubuque every weekend. Special event
services are also available upon request. For more information, call 563-580-0558.

You mean...greater than bacon?
It’s too late to escape it now ... the holiday season is right here, right now, and
there’s nowhere else you’d rather be ...
right?
Show it by attending The Greatest
Gift of All, a musical portrayal of the
Nativity. It’ll go
down at the Five
Flags Theater on Thursday, December
21, and Friday, December 22, with both
shows at 7 p.m. This will be a great op-

Got a little hillbilly in you?
Hey, we’ve all gone a little bit country at least once. (Unless you’re Bryce
Parks, in which case you ditch the little
bit of country for a whole lot of rock.)
Is it time to re-discover that
belt-buckled soul within
yourself?

BUDWEISER NIGTHLIFE BY PHONE

588-4365

How about wandering over to
the Dubuque County Fairgrounds
for their Wild West Wednesdays,

portunity for the kids to learn about some
spiritual history of the Christmas season,
and all the proceeds will benefit children
living in poverty through Compassion
International’s Unsponsored Children’s
Fund ... which is a really
good cause to support during this time of year.
Tickets are $8 for box seats
and $4 for general admission, and they’re available
through the Five Flags
Ticket Office, which can be contacted by
phone at 563-589-4258.

then? From 7 until 11 p.m., you can get
down with your boot-scootin’ boogie and
line-dance the night away (with a little bit
of couples dancing, too, for those of
you so inclined). A $4 admission to
the Grand Ballroom is all you need.
We’ll admit it: 365ink editor Tim Brechlin used to
be a regular at these events,
dancing with all the grace and
panache that only a white boy
from the Chicago suburbs
could muster.

“THE NUTCRACKER”

The Dubuque City Youth Ballet
Dec. 16, 8 p.m. & December 17, 2 p.m.
Prices are: Adults~$27, $22, & $17
and Children 12 and under and groups
of 20+ will receive a $5 discount
on the$22 and $17 seats.

Daniel O’Donnell
SOLD OUT!

Saturday, June 2, 2007 @ 7:00pm
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“People have said, ‘Now I don’t have to drive to
Chicago to shop,’” reports Stewart, explaining that
some of the brands might be found in Davenport
or Madison but a Chicago excursion would be required to find the majority of the labels.

Jettsetters

Urban style in Dubuque’s downtown
By Mike Ironside
Unless you’ve been living under a rock for the past
ten or twenty years, you probably realize that hip hop,
not only as a style of music but also as a culture and
lifestyle, is huge. The average kid walking down the
street is just as likely to be
bobbing his head to JayZ or OutKast on his iPod
as Coldplay or Green Day
(though he probably has
those too) and someone too
old to understand probably
thinks he should “pull up
them pants!”
The two young female entrepreneurs who created
the Jettsetters urban clothing store understand the kid
wears what he wants, the
way he wants and if he listens to anybody regarding his
personal style, it’s probably
his heroes in the greater hip
hop world. In fact, he might
be trying to figure out where
he can buy some of the same
clothes he saw in that bangin’
video on BET. Well, kid, Jettsetters has got you covered.
Created by two young women who identify themselves
as “T” Stewart and “B” Karim, Jettsetters, located at 1542
Central Avenue in Dubuque, is a local resource for international urban style for both men and women. Offering
a range of footwear, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jeans, coats,
jogging suits, sportswear and thermals, not to mention
a selection of hats and hand-crafted jewelry, Jettsetters
carries a unique line of urban brands, many not previously available in the area. An exclusive retailer of Air
Force One and Jordan merchandise, Jettsetters also carries hot urban labels like Sean John, Bathing Ape, Baby
Phat, Azzure, Akademik, Apple Bottom, LRG, Rocawear,
Von Dutch, Coogi, Girlbaud, Fetish, Mikseen, LaCoste,
Encye, Red Monkey, Evisu and Ralph Lauren.

Seeing a gap in the local market for upscale urban
clothing from exclusive lines, Stewart and Karim began to research the hottest labels, traveling to New
York to learn more about the business and establishing relationships with merchandisers. “Starting out it
was just us without an agent or someone with more
experience,” relates Karim. “Exclusive” might be the
operative word in working with some brands, as reportedly many of the labels were not keen to be represented until they found out who else would be carried
at the store. Their work paid off as Jettsetters’ collection
offers a unique line of top designer labels.
Not content to just sit back, Stewart and Karim continue
to research for the hottest new brands. Soon to arrive
will be a new line from Live Mechanics and vintage athletic apparel from Stall & Dean that is making a comeback. The store also has begun to carry new one-of-akind hand-painted designs on clothing by local airbrush
artist, “M.C.” Seeing another opportunity, the duo plan
to make the store’s backroom available as a studio for
M.C.’s custom airbrush work. “Everything is trial
and error,” explains Stewart about trying
out new brands or merchandise, “There’s
always something you need to learn.”
Stewart and Karim share duties in everything from merchandise buying to business management, and if you stop into the
store it will probably be one of them that
will help you find what you are looking for.
“When we work together it makes everything better,” says Karim of the process of
creating and managing the store. “We learn
new things every day.”
It seems to be working. With no advertisement, customers have begun to find the
store, which only opened this September.
“Everybody who comes in is by word of
mouth or walked by and found us,” reports
Stewart. Still, the duo realizes it might need
to advertise or get creative in getting the word
out to potential customers. Future plans include participating in local fashion shows and providing clothes for
hip hop performers at local shows. Think about it.
Urban fashion on hip hop
performers in Dubuque.
Our world just got a little
smaller, and it’s all good.
Jettsetters is open Tuesday
through Saturday from noon
to 8 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. For more information, email Jettsetters1@
yahoo.com, or call 563-4956203.
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Ongoing art events
Hey, just because some grand openings
might have gone by doesn’t mean you
can’t take the time to check out some
fantastic local art! Heck, we’ve got
stuff going on at the Museum of Art, at
Miguel’s, at other local galleries ... take
a little break from your holiday shopping
to check some of them out, huh?

DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

- How about taking a look at a showcase
of paintings from native Dubuquer Steven
Gordon? This cat was born in 1956 in our
fair city and then picked up a Master of
Fine Arts in painting degree from the University of Iowa in 1984. He’s been up in
Alaska since then, living with his wife, and
he became a full-time artist in 1992. “My
large-scale oil paintings enable the viewer
to see both the loose brushwork and the
realistic image,” says Gordon about his
showcased work, evoking visions of the
Alaskan wilderness, crafted in a realistic
interpretation of this far-off land.
- Is clay your thing? No, not Play-Doh,
you goofus, real clay! It’s definitely the
thing for several local artists, and three
of them, Bill Farrell, Delores Fortuna
and Ken Bichell, decided to put together
an exhibition celebrating the evolution
of the art. Legacy & Innovation in Contemporary Clay features 22 artists, all of
whom are displaying the progression of
clay sculpture throughout history, with
styles that range from being inspired by
the original innovators of the form to
being entirely innovative on their own.
Maybe it’s time to learn a bit about what
goes into making clay so claytacular.
- Dubuque artist Tom
Metcalf, renowned for
his talent at creating
lifelike figures through
paint, is the premiere
artist for a new series presented by the
Dubuque Museum of
Art, a series of mini-ex-

hibitions on the second-floor balcony.
Metcalf is featuring his Zodiac series of
oil paintings on wood panel, originally
created for a 2007 astrology calendar
that is now available at Borders bookstores. All twelve astrological symbols
are showcased in his works, as well as
an astrological wheel (which is not related to the Wheel of Fortune, for the record). Metcalf notes that the project took
more than a year to complete, marking
a significant point in his career when he
began to combine his realistic style with
mythological imagery.
The Dubuque Museum of Art is open
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. from Tuesday
through Friday, and 1 - 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is $5 for
adults, $3 for students and seniors and
free for DMA members and guests under twelve, with free admission for all
on Thursdays. For more information, call
the Dubuque Museum of Art at 563-5571851, or check out the Web site at www.
dbqart.com.

MIGUEL’S

- Ron Tigges, DigitalDubuque.com extraordinaire, has a gallery of his absolutely
fantastic digital photography on display at
Miguel’s Coffee Bar in
Wacker Plaza. For all
those
old-schoolers
who still shoot on 35mm film (like this
editor), Ron has proven once and for all
that digital photography has every bit of
quality that physical film does ... which
means now it’s time for me to sell my old
Canon body and pick up a new dSLR. In
any event, Miguel’s is open from 7 a.m.
until 10 p.m. on the weekdays (7 a.m.
- midnight on the weekends), and in addition to an absolutely fantastic cappuccino (the Italian sodas are great, too), the
establishment offers free wireless Internet access. Check it out!

OUTSIDE THE LINES

- Faces and Figures,
one of the first exhibitions at the brand-new
location of Outside
the Lines Gallery (409
Bluff), is still on display through the entire
month of December.
It marries the work of
both two- and three-dimensional art,
Continued on page 19
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• We write haiku unfit for printing. Very bad.
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National Haiku Poetry
Day Celebration
Thursday, December 21
Carnegie Stout Public Library
Though tempted to begin this
story with an example of the
famously brief poetry form in
a weak attempt at being clever,
we have resisted. And for that,
readers and especially haiku
fans, you should be relieved.
Maybe a better idea, as brevity
is essential to the style, would
be to get directly to the point.
Dubuque’s own group of haiku
poets and enthusiasts, Haiku
Dubuque, is celebrating National Haiku Poetry Day, Thursday, December 21, at the Carnegie Stout Public Library. The
gathering will be held in the
library’s rotunda on the second
floor from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Falling on the day before the
Winter Solstice (the shortest
day of the year), the date of
the event seems especially appropriate as haiku generally
focuses on an experience of nature and
traditionally is set in a specific season.
Participants in the celebration program
will learn more

about the traditional 17-syllable form
and more modern varieties of the genre
through an interactive reading that will
include classics from Japanese masters
Basho, Issa, Buson, and Shiki, as well
as haiku from award-winning Haiku
Dubuque poets.
The event will also honor the contributions of Raymond Roseliep
to the practice and appreciation
of haiku with a special reading of
his work. Roseliep was a Catholic
priest and poet who was recognized
internationally for his work and inspired a strong local haiku scene.
A student of Roseliep, Bill Pauly,
has carried on the tradition, teaching haiku at Loras College until his
retirement and now working with
local poets in the Haiku Dubuque
group. Through their dedication to
the genre, Roseliep and Pauly have
helped to establish Dubuque as the
“haiku capital of the Midwest” with
members winning national and international haiku competitions.
Through the National Haiku Poetry Day Celebration, the Haiku
Dubuque group invites everyone to
learn more about haiku. The event
is free and open to the public and refreshments will be served. For more information, contact Cynthia Cechota at
563-556-1537.
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Let’s just hope the kids don’t blow up the kitchen!

Kids in the Kitchen
Season 2
By Gary Olsen
We begin shooting the second season of
Kids in the Kitchen on January 10th. We
have successfully cast our student chefs
from our three middle schools. I want to
especially thank Washington’s Kendra
Kunkel, Jefferson’s Phil Kramer, and Dale
Lass, our Roosevelt Middle School casting coordinator.
Here’s what we were looking for in a
student: Decent grades, an engaging
personality, and comfort interacting with
adults. We weren’t looking for perceptible talent for television, nor did we require they know anything about cooking.
We preferred they just want to learn and
are enthusiastic about the possibilities of
being on a television show. Students with
performing experience are always good
choices, obviously, and some of these students have been in school productions,
perform in school music ensembles, and
even participate in their building’s televised announcements that are broadcast
each morning at the start of school.
Cast Size:
We’ve expanded the cast to provide
greater opportunities for more students.
Each school fields two teams of students.
We’ve cast 29 students who will divide
into teams of 4 to 5 each and rotate in
each week during filming.
The expanded cast assuredly provides
more opportunities for more students to
participate in the show. Kids in the Kitchen is now seen state-wide throughout
Iowa on Mediacom Cable’s subscriber
network. We have all sorts of fans, and
our in-store audience has become quite
large on production days.

With our new state-of-the-art studio
kitchen we have capacity for 70 people,
and we hope that’s sufficient. Who knew
so many people would take the opportunity to come to Hy-Vee to watch a television show being filmed so early in the
morning? You are certainly welcome to
join our audience, but you may have to
get there early to guarantee a seat.

The Schedule:
We start production at Hy-Vee Asbury
at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesdays. Since we
now have a permanent set, shooting will
stay within a strict-two and-a-half hour
period. Students will be ready to return
to school by 11 a.m. The master production schedule is available on our website,
and changes in the schedule will be immediately posted at www.dubuque.k12.
ia.us/kidsinthekitchen2.
Our master schedule consists of 15 show
dates starting January 10 and ending on
April 25. Shows will air on Mediacom
Cable 19 within a few days of their production. Episodes will also be available
for download from this website.

•
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The KITK Executive Staff
Gary Olsen is the creator and producer of Kids in the Kitchen. Gary
has nearly 40 years of experience in
production including graphic design,
marketing, public relations, and television.
Megan Dalsing is back and she is
now a board-certified nutritionist
for Hy-Vee, and we are so happy to
have her.
Megan has been with our show from
the beginning, and she was so inspired by
its success, she started her own show during the summer months on Mediacom Cable called The Garden Organic. This show
takes place in a real live garden involving 25 students who must plant a garden
without the aid of chemical pesticides, or
non-organic fertilizers. The first summer’s
garden was very successful, and we look
forward to doing it again next year. In addition to the garden, students had the opportunity to take field trips to such places
as Organic Valley in Wisconsin, an organic farm cooperative. And the students also
entertained a constant parade of special
guest gardeners, farmers and environmental specialists on the show.
Executive Chef Jim Terry is also back, and
we are utterly delighted to have him. He
has some exciting culinary plans for this
year’s episodes. A lot of advanced planning is going into each episode so that
we can tie in not just the nutritional information of ingredients, food items and
recipes, but we are going to reveal the
geography, the literary background, the
science and chemistry of those ingredients. There are a lot of curriculum opportunities to be found in the grocery store
and the kitchen. Jim Terry is the ideal
chef because of his incredible knowledge
about all things food. Here’s our favorite
Jim Terry quote from a first season show:

He was using a blender to create a special salsa recipe, and as he removed the
lid of the blender and he, the students
and the studio camera peered into the
swirling whirlpool of red salsa, Jim said,
“Into ‘the maelstrom’…. for those of you
up on your Edgar Allen Poe.”
Wally Brown is our executive producer
on Kids in the Kitchen. He arranges critical sponsor and business tie-ins to the
production. Plus, he promotes the Kids
in the Kitchen brand in the marketplace.
Wally is a fund raiser and philanthropist.
He belongs to or is affiliated with 15
boards and quality-of-life agencies and
organizations including the YMCA, Project Concern, Finley Hospital, the Boy
Scouts, and the Dubuque Community
School District Foundation.
Jim Barefoot, Mediacom Cable Television, is the show’s technical director. Jim
gets the show on the air, and his expertise contributes much to the overall quality of each and every show.
See you on television!
Gary Olsen is an award winning media producer with the Dubuque Community Schools.
Correspond with him at golsen@dubuque.
k12.ia.us, or visit the Kids in the Kitchen website at www.dubuque.k12.ia.us/kidsinthekitchen2.
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Bill Brovold’s Strange Farm
Friday, December 15
Isabella’s
by Mike Ironside with Justin Case
Some people try to make hit records and a
few actually do and become quite famous
in the process. Others make music for the
love of music, knowing full well that they
will never have a “hit record.” Nevertheless,
they write, compose and record their music
and play it for people hungry for live, authentic music. I think it would be safe to say
that Bill Brovold falls in the latter camp.
Brovold has fronted a number of groups
throughout his music career, most notably a
band called Larval. Described as a “symphonic rock band,” Larval formed in 1996
in the Detroit area around lead guitarist and
composer Brovold, along with two other
guitarists, bass, drums, violin and sometimes
sax. The band recorded a CD issued by John
Zorn’s Japanese label, Avant, in ‘97.
When most of the band left for other projects, Brovold used the opportunity to retool
Larval’s lineup and sound, leaving noise
rock behind for a melding of rock and classical music. Utilizing the talents of Ann Arbor-area musicians, including some from the
school of music there (former home of Arp
of the Covenant), Brovold’s second incarnation of Larval recorded an album, 2, for New
York’s Knitting Factory label in ‘98.
Despite further lineup shifts, Larval continued to evolve and record and continued
playing live shows on bills with the likes of

•

What makes the farm so strange?

•

MORE INFO @ DUBUQUE365.COM

the Boredoms
and a quartet
of John Zorn,
Fred Frith, Bill
Laswell
and
Dave Lombardo.
Meanwhile,
Gregg
Courtney (guitar) and
James
Ilgenfritz (bass) had been playing music together since their days in high
school. Around 2001, the duo joined Larval
and eventually started working on acoustic
music together that was described as “more
spacious” in a group they call Strange Farm.
Fast-forward to 2006 and we are checking
Strange Farm’s MySpace to learn that this group
also includes Kurt Zimmerman on violin, and
“sounds like” Arthur Russell (avant garde cellist
and disco composer), Debussey and Hank Williams. We are also provided this clue: “Think
of farm lands, the Great Lakes, the Rocky
Mountains, the desert or maybe a marsh.”
Okay, maybe we have to actually go to Isabella’s on December 15 and listen to get a handle
on what this music is. But as if the strange factor in Strange Farm were not already strange
enough, here is one more random but true
Bill Brovold fact: He built the set for Cyndi
Lauper’s “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” video.
And we have come full circle. Some people
try to make hit records and the videos they
use to sell them to the masses and some quietly build sets for these megastars while they
create music designed to make music major’s
heads explode. Strange Farm, indeed.

Sundays

Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout, 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Tuesdays

‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Pub Quiz - The Busred Lift, 8 p.m. First 3 Tuesday’s of the month.
Loose Gravel Duo - Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

Open Mic - Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 a.m. - 1a.m.
Live on Main Comedy - 2 great standups, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
3100 Club Comedy - Midway Hotel, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Dubuque Area Writer’s Guild Open Forum - 2nd Wed. (Isabella’s) 7 - 9p.m.
Live Comedy - 3100 Club Comedy Night, Midway Hotel, 8 p.m.- 10 p.m.
The Wundo Band - Pizzeria Uno Annex, Platteville, WI, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Ent., Second Wind, Galena, IL, 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

Thursdays

Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1 a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards, 9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Fridays

Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Firewood Friday (3rd Friday’s) - Isabella’s Bar at the Ryan House, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Live Music - Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Sandy Hook Tap, 10 p.m. -2 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - Renie B., George & Dales, East Dubuque 11 p.m. - 3 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays

Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

DUBUQUE365ink • How long has it been since you’ve gone diggin’ in New Diggings? • DUBUQUE365.COM

Merry Diggstmas
How long has it been since you’ve
made your way up to New Diggings? It’s
probably been too long. Even if it was
just yesterday, it’s still been too long. So
you should think about making plans
to check out the second annual New
Diggings Christmas Auction on Sunday,
December 17.
It’s scheduled to begin at 4 p.m., and
it’s going to run until, well, whenever
... and it should be a fun time had by
all. It’ll be held at the New Diggings
General Store and Inn (they have great
pulled pork sandwiches out there), featuring music from the One Hat Band.
The One Hat Band, known for its repertoire of traditional fiddle tunes, jazz
standards, bluegrass and folk, is sure to

Get your goldfinger ready
So, you like the symphony, right? Big fan
of wonderful music? Here’s your chance
to not just enjoy some more wonderful
music but to also contribute to the organization that does so much for the music
scene in the Tri-States.
It’s called A Touch of Gold, and it’s the
second annual Dubuque Symphony
Orchestra gala event. It’ll go down on
Saturday, January 27, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Grand River Center, so start calling those
babysitters early.
This fund-raising event will include hors
d’oeuvres, a cash bar (yummy!), a gour-

provide some quality entertainment for
an evening that will possibly include a
visit from Mr. Santa Claus himself (and
one of his elves).
All proceeds from the event will benefit
the Hazel Green Food Pantry and the
Benton School District’s Empty Stocking
Fund. So you get to go out, have a good
time, meet up with Big Red and support
your local communities. What better
way is there to spend a Sunday?

met dinner AND live entertainment (so,
really, you’ve got everything squared
away in one spot). Featured entertainment for the evening will be Julie Gold,
a New York-based songwriter who’s
penned tunes for Patti LaBelle, Kathy
Mattea, James Galway, Lea Salonga (she
was Miss Saigon!), Cliff Richards and
more, including the 1991 Grammy-winning song “From a Distance,” performed
by Bette Midler.
Reservations are required for the DSO
Gala, and they’re required by Friday, January 19. Fees are $100 per person, with a
table for ten available for only $900. You
can make a reservation by calling up the
DSO office at 563-557-1677. For more
information on this Red House-sponsored event, check out the DSO’s Web
site at www.dubuquesymphony.org.
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Dreamin’ of
Java Dreams
by Tim Brechlin

OK, we’ve all been there. You wake
up late and discover that for whatever
reason (power outage, incompetence,
being out way too late) that your alarm
clock has not rumbled you from your
slumber at the appropriate time, and
now you’ve got two minutes to make
it to a staff meeting that’s ten minutes
across town. Furthermore, your wife
just left you, your dog was run over
by a truck and your own truck has two
wheels falling off. (Or maybe you’ve just
been listening to far too much country
music as of late.) So, with the world
seemingly collapsing around you, what’s
a javaholic to do? Just start dreaming.
Java Dreams is located at 1895
University, right at the intersection
of Delhi and University — you know,
where that funky fork in the road comes
up. And while it might lack the frills of an
elegant, decked-to-the-nines boutique
coffee house, it compensates for that by
providing you fast, high-quality coffee
... all with drive-through convenience!
No, this isn’t your standard fast-food
coffee ... this is stuff that actually tastes
pretty darned good, with a lot of bang
for the buck. So, really, you’re getting the
best of both worlds here — a convenient,
zippy location with good-tasting products
that’ll definitely give you the wake-up
call you so desperately need.

Adding even more to the convenience
is that Java Dreams offers you the
opportunity to call ahead and place an
order for pick-up. Granted, that might
not really be on your list of options
when you’re already fifteen minutes
late, but in the event that you’re
actually running on-time during your
morning (good luck with that, it never
happens to us), you can stay even more
on-schedule ... and enjoy a frappuccino
(or whatever coffee-based concoction
it is that you prefer) during the last few
minutes of your morning commute!
That’s the name of the game with Java
Dreams ... quick, convenient and (to
borrow a line from Quiznos) mmm,
mmm, mmm, mmm, mmm ... tasty.
Check it out sometime ... just don’t get
in a fender-bender while in line.

Coffee Talk
Tuesdays

You can learn about this stuff? Get out!
It’s time to get your Ph.D. in javanomics.
Starbucks is here to do it.
It’s a program called Coffee Talk Tuesdays,
and it’s free and open to the public. It’s
pretty simple: Join Barista Dan as he
guides you through the confusing world
of coffee beans and all the science-like
stuff that goes into coffee. Which beans
complement each other, taste-wise? Does
the location where beans are grown affect
the taste of a cup of coffee? (Believe it or
not, it does.) This is a unique opportunity
to really cement for yourself what you
like in a cup of coffee and to understand
exactly what produces the taste that you
love oh, so very much.
It’s going down on December 19 at 7
p.m. in the Starbucks in Asbury Plaza
(just off the Northwest Arterial).

DUBUQUE365.COM
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It’s pretty safe to say that any bar or
nigthspot you wander into on New Year’s
Eve will hand you a noisemaker and a glass
of champagne at midnight, and if you’re
with the group of friends who make you
happy the other 364 nights a year, chances
are you’ll have a fine time.
But there are a few places in the area
who are going above and beyond the
call of duty for New Year’s. We apologize
in advance if we’ve missed any big one’s,
but, well... they should have done a better job of promoting their event!

a five course pre-set
dinner. (Two dinner
seatings at 5:30 and
8 p.m.) If you would
like to visit the Captain Merry for the
five course dinner only, the cost is $75
per person. It includes 2 cocktails or
wine. Or if you would like to party after
dinner only, it’s just $50/person which
will include 3 cocktails or wine drinks,
hors d’oeuvres and the champagne toast
at midnight.

The Meadows

$100 per couple includes a delicious
prime rib and chicken
dinner buffet followed by entertainment
and dancing from 7 p.m. - 1 a.m. There
will be a drawing for free membership
and champagne at midnight. A great option for partying is Asbury! Meadows is
located at 15766 Clover Lane, Dubuque,
IA 52002. Phone 563-583-7385.

Courtside

$50 per person includes a
great buffet spread of food to nibble on
all night from chicken wings to meatballs
and much more. Plus, free beer and rail
drinks all night long. It’ll keep you energized for the big party featuring great party rock and roll performed live by Zero 2
Sixty. Fee free to indulge as complimentary limo service will see you safely home
if needed throughout the evening.

The Captain Merry

A memorable way to celebrate. Gourmet
dinner, beuatiful setting and stellar live
salsa music by ochOsol. $125/person or
$250/couple includes party access and

meatballs, stuffed mushrooms, mini egg
rolls and so very much more. (Seriously,
the list they sent us was huge and now
I’m hungry.) Extra special features include
a tower of cocktail shrimp & miniature
crab claws, an atlantic Smoked salmon
display, a chocolate fountain featuring
delicious warm Swiss chocolate with an
assortment of breads, fruits and goodies
for dipping. 4-hour Premium Open Bars
including Bloody Mary bar, Martini bar,
and Blender bar. Live music fills the air
through the night with a special cigar and
card lounge area. And, of course, party favors, noisemakers and a champagne toast
at midnight. Reserved table seating for 8
– 50 guests is available at a special price.
Contact Laura at Bricktown for details.
The party is limited to 300 so book early!

Jamie’s Wines
The Busted Lift

The ever popular double New Year’s
is back in full swing at the Busted Lift.
First, they celebrate New Year’s in Ireland, which is 6 p.m. here, with terrific
live Irish music by Wild Nept.
Plus food and drink specials.
Then either stick around or
come back after a rest from
9 p.m. - 1 a.m. for a rocking
New Year’s even celebration
at the lift featuring live music
by one of their favorite performers, David Zollo and the
Body Electric. There will be a
traditional champagne toast
at midnight.

Bricktown

$55 per person treats you to
huge party areas on the 2nd
and third floor with access to
the Deep and Fat Kat Lounge.
Enjoy the now infamous all
night hors d’oeuvres buffet,
available through the night
and including grilled margarita lime shrimp skewers, teriyaki steak skewers, many flavors
of chicken wings, swedish

Whether in Dubuque or
Galena, drop by Jamie’s
Wines for champaign
and wine tastings featuring the top 10 wines of
2006. Sounds tasty to us!
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The Arena

The New Year’s
Eve bash features
live music from
Jabherbox
and,
get this, over $2000 in cash and prizes.
Plus party favors and a champagne toast
at midnight. And on this night the Arena is
oepn until 4:30 a.m. It’s the party that lasts
when all the others are dead and gone.

Grand New Year’s Eve
A family fun night sponsored by LT Amusements & Premier Bank. 30,000 square feet
of carnival style fun at The Grand River
Center from 5 - 10 p.m. on New Year’s
Eve. Tickets are $8 in
advance or $10 at the
door, adults and children under three are
free. Advance tickets
will be available in
December at Kwik
Stop locations. 50%
of the door donated
to Project Concern
and Colt Cadets.
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Friday, December 15

Saturday, December 16

Tuesday, December 19

Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM

Okham’s Razor
Main Street Pub, Cuba City, 8 PM - 12 AM

Johnny Trash
Doolittle’s, Cuba City, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 15

Firewood Revival - 3rd Firewood Friday
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Loose Gravel duet
Riverwalk Lounge/Grand Harbor Resort
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Julien’s Bluff
Fat Tuesday’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band
Catfish Charlie’s, 10 PM - 1:30 A

Betty and the Headlights
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, December 16

Mixed Emotions
Bulldog Billiards, 9 PM - 1 AM

Firewood Revival
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Big Muddy
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Thursday, December 21

Kevin Beck and Johnny Walker
Sundown Mountain, 2 PM - 6 PM

Renegade Band
Eichman’s Granada Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melanie Sue Mausser
Groovy Grounds, Dyersville, 5 PM

Michael Coleman and the Backbreakers
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Three Thieves
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

DeToKs
Sublime, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 22

Rosalie Morgan
Grape Escape, 7 PM - 12 AM

Just the Two of Us
Grape Escape, 7 PM - 1 AM

Massey Road
Thumb’s Up, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melanie Sue Mausser
Dagwoods, Cascade, IA 9 PM - 1AM

Richter Scale
Dubuque Driving Range, 7 PM - 11 PM

Denny Troy & Rich Hoffman
Riverwalk Lounge/Grand Harbor Resort
5:30 PM - 9:30 PM

LiviN’ Large
Total Chaos, 9 PM - 1 AM

Bill Brovold’s Strange Farm
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

The Legends
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Goodyear Pimps
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM-12 AM

Sh-tz & Giggles
Kelsie’s Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

Mixed Emotions
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM - 12 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs
Ace’s Place, Epworth, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Massey Road
Lombardi’s East, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabberbox
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

DRILL =/=/=/=/>
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Mr. Obvious
Doolittle’s, Lancaster, 9 PM - 1 AM

EXPIRES
DEC. 31, 2006

Thursday, December 14

Sunday, December 17

Wednesday, December 20
Open Mic Night 2/ The Dert Tones
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM
The Wundo Band
Pizzeria Uno, Platteville, 8 PM - 12 AM

Mike “Abe” Lincoln
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM
Artie & The Pink Catillacs
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM
Strange Neighbors
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

New Diggins 2nd annual Christmas
Auction w/ the One Hat Band
@ New Diggings General Store & Inn
from 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

The Dert Tones
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM - 1 AM

Chuck Bregman
Anton’s Saloon, 2 PM - 8 PM

Roy Schroedel
Perfect Pint - Platteville, 8 PM - 11 PM

Up to date nightlife 24/7/365 @ www.dubuque365.com

Friday, December 22

Monday, December 25

Saturday, December 30

Sh-tz & Giggles
Kelsie’s Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, December 27
The Dert Tones
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM
The Wundo Band
Pizzeria Uno, Platteville, 8 PM - 12 AM

Dueling Pianos
Bricktown, 9 PM - 1 AM
Tickets at ETIX.COM
Ken Wheaton
Grape Escape, 8:30 PM - 11:30 PM
LiviN’ Large
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, December 23

Thursday, December 28
The Dertones
Molly’s Pub and Grub, 9 PM - 1 AM
Tribe of Two
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 29
One Hat Band
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

Steve Didato
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

Ralph, Johnnie & Mike
Riverwalk Lounge/Grand Harbor Resort
5:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Tony Schultz
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 11 PM

The Dert Tones
George and Dale’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Stoneheart
the Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Massey Road
3100 Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

One Hat Band
Kelsie’s Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Pines
(Dave Huckfelt & Ben Ramsey)
The Busted Lift, 9 PM -1 AM

Okham’s Razor
Grape Escape, 8 PM - 1 AM
Betty and the Headlights
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
Tender White Meat
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM
Rick Tittle Band
3100 Club/Midway Hote, 8 PM - 12 AM
Johnnie Walker
Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM
Melanie Sue Mausser
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 11 PM
Artie & The Pink Catillacs
Dino’s Backside, 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Zero 2 Sixty
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs
Red N Deb’s Bar & Grill, Platteville,
9 PM - 1 AM
Ken Wheaton
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM
Nick Stika
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Bent Scepters
The Busted Lift 9 PM - 1 AM
Daylight Savings Account
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM
Julien’s Bluff
Thumser’s 19th Hole, 8 PM - 12 AM
Tribe of Two
Grape Escape, 8 PM - 1 AM
Rick Tittle Band
Thums Up, Kieler, WI, 9 PM - 1 AM
Massey Road
3100 Club, 8 PM - 12 AM
Betty and the Headlights
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

See page 15
for 365’s
New Year’s Eve
Party Forcast!
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WHAT’S THE

BUZZ?
The Holiday

Bobby

A Film by Nancy Meyers
(Something’s Gotta Give, What Women Want)

A Film by Emilio Estevez (The War at Home, Wisdom)

As Christmas approaches, two women on opposite sides
of the world realize they need a drastic change to make it
through The Holiday. Iris (Kate Winslet) is a writer for a major newspaper in London and is in love with a man who is
engaged to someone else but cannot
leave her alone. Amanda (Cameron
Diaz) is a movie trailer producer living in L.A. who just found out that
her live-in boyfriend is having an affair. In a desperate move to take her
mind off her troubles, Amanda logs
onto a website where people can
swap houses for a two-week period.
She stumbles upon Iris’ house, contacts her and they agree to do just
that. So, having never met, the two
women exchange houses just prior
to Christmas. Upon arrival, Iris
is thrilled with the fancy digs that
Amanda owns and Amanda is comforted by the charming cottage that
Iris inhabits. Little does either woman know that this simple change in
location will lead to life-changing
relationships.
The Holiday is a great date movie
and is bound to become somewhat of a holiday classic, even
though Christmas plays second
fiddle to the love stories. The
love story that develops between
Amanda and Iris’ brother Graham (Jude Law) takes center stage
shortly after Amanda’s arrival in
England. Iris generates a relationship with a retired scriptwriter (Eli
Wallach) and eventually warms
up to Miles (Jack Black), a film
score writer who knows Amanda.
The movie is definitely going to
appeal to women way more than
men but there is sufficient humor
to keep the guys somewhat interested if they have chosen
to go to the movie on a date (or were dragged to it). The
film does have some slower moments toward the beginning and some good old-fashioned male-bashing. Still,
Amanda and Iris are not perfect either and we are left
not knowing exactly what happened to cause their previous relationships to fail. Still, the way that their new
relationships develop is fun to watch. Diaz is not a great
actress, and that carries through here. Winslet is a much
better actress and that is apparent here. Law does another fine job as the affable English love interest and Black
surprises as a witty, good guy. Some nice settings, great
subplots such as Wallach as the retired scriptwriter and
male characters who are good guys keep the movie moving along and prevent it from becoming the quintessential woman’s film
where no guys are
any good.

The date: June 4, 1968. The location: Los Angeles, more
specifically the landmark Ambassador Hotel. The occasion:
The California primary in the 1968 presidential election.
Bobby is the story of that fateful day in 1968 when Robert
F. Kennedy won the California primary, seemingly clinching
the Democratic nomination for president,
only to be cut down in his prime by Sirhan
Sirhan in the kitchen of the Ambassador Hotel right after his victory speech for the primary. The story follows 22 individuals who,
at the beginning of that day, had no idea that
their lives would be so radically affected by
the events of that night.
Bobby is a terrific behind-the-scenes account of day that Robert F. Kennedy was
shot in 1968. If you’re expecting to see a
lot of RFK, you’ll be disappointed though
the film intermixes many of his more important speeches and public appearances into
the story through voice-overs and television
news broadcasts. The cast could not be any
better with the likes of Hopkins, Belafonte,
Sheen, Hunt, Stone and Estevez leading a
cast that is top-notch down to the last person. The story is slow at times and includes
some interchanges that really don’t add to
the movement of the plot. Of course, the
backdrop of the historic Ambassador Hotel
of 1968 is stunning, especially in light of the
fact that it was torn down earlier this year
to make way for a school. Sound familiar?
The history of that place, having held several Academy Awards shows, hosting every
president from Hoover to Nixon (who wrote
his Checkers speech there) among other international dignitaries, and seeing performers like Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Gene Kelly,
Louis Armstrong and Judy Garland perform
there, is impressive. Sure, they saved the
Coconut Grove (where some of these events
occurred), but the rest of the history, including the pantry where Kennedy was shot, are
gone. Anyway, such a piece of history being
torn down goes right to the need for more due diligence
when it comes to historic preservation in our little corner
of the world. OK, soapbox exited.
As the audience moves through the movie with the 22member primary cast, they witness a number of apparently meaningless moments of a typical day for most of
the characters. The audience is left to wonder what the
connection might be: Why is the focus on these 22 people? By the end of the film, they know. Bobby is one of
those films that makes you do research to discover what is
true and what is not, to learn what happened that day and
to read more about the man who entered that day with
hopes of leading the country and ended the day barely
clinging to life. Amazingly, Bobby is not about Robert
F. Kennedy, but the
way he and his assassination affected
those around him.

You can’t keep a good hero down, at
least not according to Sam Raimi, who’s
just signed on to produce a film adaptation of the 1930s pulp serial The Shadow, despite the failure of the Alec Baldwin-led version only 12 years ago. Sony
Pictures recently snapped up the rights for the film,
and while Raimi will not direct, he is reportedly set
to begin active participation in the pre-production
of the film as soon as he’s done with Spider-Man 3.
Love him or hate him, Matt Damon
has quietly made himself into one of
the most versatile actors today, ranging from his dry comedy in the Ocean’s
Eleven franchise to an Oscar-worthy
turn as a Mafia hitman-turned-cop in
Martin Scorsese’s The Departed. His next adventure?
The final frontier. Damon has reportedly expressed
interest in portraying Captain Kirk in the upcoming
Star Trek film, due for release in 2009.
Angelina Jolie has said she’s interested
in appearing in the upcoming Sin City
2: A Dame to Kill For, set for release
sometime in 2008 or 2009. Jolie would
be playing the “dame” of the title, an
ex-girlfriend of hard-boiled private investigator Dwight (Clive Owen) from the first film.
Mickey Rourke, Jessica Alba and much of the other
cast of the first film will be returning in the sequel,
which will again be directed by Robert Rodriguez.
Alec Baldwin has reportedly been having discussions with Paramount brass
about playing the Jack Ryan role in
another Tom Clancy-based movie. The
48-year-old Baldwin, who last played
Ryan in The Hunt for Red October
when he was 32, would potentially co-produce the
film, which would mark a departure from the series
in that at the moment, proposed plots have not been
based on any of Clancy’s original books.
Start humming Harold Faltermeyer’s
theme music right now, because Eddie
Murphy has agreed to reprise the role
of 90210 cop Axel Foley in a fourth
installment of the Beverly Hills Cop
franchise that catapulted him to fame.
Original producer Jerry Bruckheimer will not be involved in this one. (He had nothing to do with the
abysmal third film, either.)

Carmike
Kennedy Mall 6
555 JFK, Dubuque, IA
563-588-9215

2835 NW Arterial,
Dubuque,
563-582-7827

Millennium Cinema
151 Millennium Drive
Platteville, WI
1-877-280-0211 or
608-348-4296

Carmike
Cinema Center 8
75 JFK, Dubuque, IA
563-588-3000

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.
Platteville, WI
608-348-5006
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Ongoing Art Events
Continued on page 19

New year = new awards!
by Tim Brechlin
With the impending new year, many
things come with it ... and one of the
biggies is the movie awards season that
seems to begin, well, now and doesn’t
end until the Oscars in the spring.
Which means that we’re going to lead
the bandwagon and start prognosticating like the would-be prognosticators
that we are. There are three big categories that always garner the most attention during this time, and they’re the
obvious ones: Best picture, best actor
and best actress. There are a number of
very clear contenders for each throne
this early in the game, and I’m going
to run each of them down and also
give my own choices for each. (And I’ll
likely have to endure several assassination attempts from Wando, who will no
doubt disagree strongly with me .. and
with his usage as an awards statue.)

BEST ACTOR (Male)

You know it’s been a good year when
even the actor playing the new James
Bond (Daniel Craig) has received a
little bit of buzz in awards circles. But
the current clear front-runner is Forest Whitaker for his role as the brutal
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin in The Last
King of Scotland. He’s already picked
up the award in several smaller
awards races, with only Sacha
Baron Cohen (Borat) currently making a consistent
showing on other lists. But,
as much as it pains me to
write this, I believe Leonardo DiCaprio has finally
turned in an awards-worthy
performance with his work
in The Departed. No longer
the starry-eyed teen of Titanic and The Beach, and
no longer seeming
lost in the headlights as he was
in The Aviator, DiCaprio
delivered
the standout
performance
in a veritable
sea of standout
performances.

BEST ACTOR
(Female)

In a year where
there haven’t been
very many standout

performances, it can be tough to comb
through everything and see where the
winds are blowing. But Helen Mirren
has been drawing universal acclaim for
her performance in The Queen, and I’m
finding it rather hard to disagree. Mirren’s
always been a fabulously talented actress, and The Queen presents one of her
most powerful performances. She carried an occasionally maudlin script and
elevated it to stellar heights: The mark of
a good worker. While Meryl Streep was
delicious fun in The Devil Wears Prada,
the only other serious contender I can
see here is Emma Thompson, who might
be sadly relegated to the supporting actress category despite a wonderful turn
in Stranger Than Fiction.

BEST PICTURE

Letters from Iwo Jima, Clint Eastwood’s
follow-up to the disappointing Flags of
our Fathers (this time shown from the
Japanese perspective on the battle of
Iwo Jima), is generating considerable
buzz despite its lack of wide release yet.
The Queen has already been declared
an early favorite, as well. But, for me,
it comes down to Martin Scorsese’s The
Departed (potentially the best film of his
career) against Paul Greengrass’ United
93 (the most brilliant film I never want
to watch again). But because I would
much rather see Scorsese get the best director award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences that
he has deserved for more than
two decades, I have to say that
United 93 is indeed the best
film of the year. Perhaps even
the winner ... of the Golden
Wando?

with the sculpture of Dubuque artisan Gail Chavenelle and paintings
from Iowa City-based artist Bekah Ash.
You’ve probably seen Chavenelle’s
work: Highly stylized figure sculptures
in 20-gauge steel. They’re pretty distinctive. And Ash, who paints with oils
on canvas, focuses on large, expressive
and primarily female faces, with fine
detail eschewed for bold and expressive colors. Outside the lines is open
Monday and Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m. and
Sunday
from
11 a.m. until 4
p.m. For more
information, hit
the Web site at
www.otlag.com.

THE RED HOUSE

Holiday
Jewels III, featuring
Galena painter
Sandra K. Principe. Principe,
now in her third
year of holiday
exhibitions, covers a wide range
of styles with her
artwork,
from
large floral and
landscape pieces
to miniature oil
and pastel paintings. Her style
draws from the

work of the old masters, utilizing rich
textures, deep colors and vivid details.
The Red House, in Cable Car Square,
is open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. and Sundays from noon ‘til
4 p.m., with individual appointments
available. For more information, contact Susan Farber at 563-585-1116 or
hit up the Web site at www.redhouseiowa.com.

UPSTART
CROW
The
Upstart
Crow may be an
upstart, but
it’s got some art on display over
there that definitely rocks socks. It’s
an exhibition by a renowned glass
artist, Charles Lotton, who’s been
working full-time in glass since
1973. Despite having no formal
training in the art, he’s developed
his own formulas to create vibrant and
rich colors in his unique work, a style
that he calls “Multi Flora.” Based out
of Crete, Illinois, Lotton has crafted
bowls, vases and lamps, and they’re
what we call “cool.” The Upstart Crow,
a 2,700-square-foot fine art gallery, is
in the first floor of the Platinum Building at 137 Main Street in downtown
Dubuque. For more information, call
563-582-7778.

pearance. Jump
in the Bounce
House
and
enjoy refreshments.

So there you have it: A bunch
of predictions pulled directly
out of a hat. Thoughts? Disagreements? Bring on awards
season and a whole slate of
new films in 2007.
As for Tim’s
portrait
of
Wando...
that’s
the
creepiest
thing we’ve
seen since
Michael
Jackson
kissed Lisa
Marie Presley
on
MTV.
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365ink will be there to take kids’ pictures with Santa and you can download your picture the following day
from Dubuque365.com.

Jingle Bell Hop!
Be where the fun is when the Fifth
Annual Jingle Bell Hop stirs up some
winter wonder again this year! Younger children (12 and under) and their
parents are invited to the Fairgrounds
Ballroom on Sunday, Dec. 17, from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m. for an afternoon of great
music, refreshments, gifts, games and
more. Santa himself will make an ap-

Admission for this children and family
dance is $1.00 in advance, and $2.00
at the door. Children 2 and under are
free. Proceeds benefit St. Mark’s Community Center.
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•

Roy and Deb roasting by an open fire...

•

More @ DUBUQUE365.COM

Hey!
It’s your snow, too!

“The Twelve Days
of Christmas”
by Mayor Roy D. Buol

Love gave to me … a partridge in a pear
tree. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus.
The two turtledoves are the Old and
New Testaments.

Having learned to sing it as a young child
at home, at church, in school, riding along
in the car, and later on teaching it to our
children, imagine my surprise as I was
listening to KDTH yesterday and learned
about the “real” meaning of each of the
verses of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”!

The three French hens stand for faith,
hope and love.

What I did know was that the “twelve
days of Christmas” are the twelve days
between Christmas Day, December 25
… the celebrated date of the birth of Jesus, and the Epiphany, January 6 … the
day Christians celebrate the arrival of
the Magi (Wise Men) and the revelation
of Christ as the light of the world.

The six geese a-laying stand for the six
days of creation.

While the song may sound silly to some,
it actually had its origins in religious
symbolism - and with a serious purpose.
It dates from a time of religious persecution and was written as a kind of secret
code for a religious truth that could be
sung in public without fear of arrest.

The nine ladies dancing are the nine
fruits of the Holy Spirit.

The “true love” mentioned in the song
doesn’t refer to an earthly suitor; it refers
to God. The “me” who receives the presents refers to every baptized person.

The twelve drummers drumming symbolize the twelve points of doctrine in
the Apostles Creed.

On the first day of Christmas, my True

The four calling birds are the four Gospels.
The five gold rings recall the Hebrew Torah (Law), or the Pentateuch, the first
five books of the Old Testament.

The seven swans a-swimming represent
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.
The eight maids a-milking are the eight
Beatitudes.

The ten lords a-leaping are the Ten Commandments.
The eleven pipers piping represent the
eleven faithful Apostles.

I guess its true…one is never too old to
learn … Merry Christmas, Dubuque!

As we gear up for the winter months
ahead (Gloves? Check. Snowshoes?
Check. Whiskey? Check.), the city of
Dubuque has gone out of its way to remind those of you who own property that
there’s this white stuff soon to be coming down from the skies, and it’s called
snow. And, when
you own property
(like, you know, a
house), it’s your
job to keep the
public sidewalk
clear of snow and
any other ice-related accumulations (like ice).
If you fail you remove snow, ice,

slush or any other sort of stuff from the
sidewalk, the city will send its crews of
snow-removal experts to clear it away,
and you’ll be billed for it. At the end of
the winter season, the county treasurer
will assess the bill on your property taxes, plus a 15 percent administrative fee.
In other words, ouch.
Of course, if you rent, then you’re scotfree. It’s all on your landlord’s shoulders. Laugh at the feeling of responsibility flocking away
from your hands ...
unless snow removal
is part of your lease.
Then it’s time to get
out the shovel. Or
maybe the goodness of your heart or
a good solid fall on
your keester will inspire you to pitch in
and do a little bit of
the work.

DUBUQUE365ink

• I got blindsided by a 93mph moneyball once. It hurt.

I Got Your Back
by Robert P. Gelms

“In football, as in life, the value we place on
people changes with the rules of the games
they play.” That is a quote from Michael
Lewis’ new book The Blind Side. In it, he
does to football what he did to baseball in
his last book, the bestseller, Moneyball.
In Moneyball the idea is that there is the
tried and true, accepted way of doing things
in baseball that yield the same results no
matter what team is using those methods.
A few executives with one Major League
club discovered a different way of seeing
how the game is played, how the players fit into the game, and what it is about
those players that makes them interesting
and valuable. Those executives were not
thinking outside the box, they were thinking outside the factory that made the box.
Their discovery allowed them to identify
key players with key abilities early enough
in their careers that they were able to sign
them before anyone else was interested
in them. Even if you don’t like baseball,
Moneyball is a fascinating read.

In The Blind Side Lewis turns his talent
for intuitive observation to the game of
football. Now, truth be told, I’m more of
a baseball/hockey kind of guy. I’m not
much into football unless it’s college
football and only then if it’s the Big Ten.
If not, then I couldn’t really care less.
Lewis showed me a side
of football I didn’t know
existed. I know that football is a violent sport, like
hockey is a violent sport. I
learned that the violence in
football is not arbitrary and
haphazard like it mostly is
in hockey. The violence in
football is nurtured, condoned, and directed to do
as much physical damage
as possible to one man on the field, the
quarterback. There are players on the
defense that don’t really care about getting the ball or causing a turnover. There
are players on the defense who don’t
necessarily want to hurt the quarterback
enough to put him out of the game…they
want to hurt the quarterback enough to
end his career.

Stranger In a Strange Land
A 365ink series by Nick Klenske

There comes a point in every man’s life
when he sets out on a quest to find the
legendary “Perfect Bar.” During his noble
journey he will become lost in smokefilled rooms, engage in enlightening
drunken conversations with strangers and
have intimate moments spent hugging
cold, white porcelain. His ultimate
destination is the discovery of a magical
place that, until found, exists only in the
fantasylands of television, movies and
imaginations. When he stumbles upon
the Perfect Bar, he will recognize it by its
familial feel. Although he has never been
there before, everybody will somehow
know his name and, more importantly,
know his drink of choice. Everything
about the “Perfect Bar” will be right. The
jukebox will crackle all the right tunes,
the patrons will entertain with interesting
conversation and the bartender will know
what to do when told “PBRMEASAP”.
I have been wandering the streets in search
of the fabled “Perfect Bar” for over a year.
During my quest I have had the pleasure
of enjoying the 1940s atmosphere of a
Sinatra-filled jukebox on faded red velour
carpet at the Lounge. I have cried at the
in-your-face reality of another pathetic

Hawkeye loss cast down from the wallsized televisions of Courtside. I swam
under the summer stars with the Jimmy
Buffett inspired land sharks and successfully
avoided tripping into the blazing bonfire
lit on the nautical deck of the Yardarm.
With amused curiosity
I watched ghost-like
shadows slither across
a white bedroom sheet
tacked to the tiled
ceiling, transparently
concealing the true
happenings of Isabella’s
stage. I have danced at
the Busted Lift’s floor
and have watched
others try to re-enact
Coyote Ugly on top of
Gin Rickeys’ bar. I’ve
enjoyed bottles of wine
at both Jamie’s and The
Grape Harbor and have
drained pints at both Lot One and Bartinis.
I have crawled up and down Central
circa 1972, yet still I continue to wander,
wondering,
“Where is the Perfect Bar?”

•
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If you have a right-handed quarterback,
and most NFL teams do, he has his back
to the left side of his offensive line when he
is looking to pass the ball. That means that
the defense puts those kamikaze blitzers
on the right side of their line so when they
zero in on the quarterback, he has his back
to the murderous freight train that is bearing down on his blind side. The only thing
separating the unsuspecting quarterback
from a long, painful recovery and early retirement is his left tackle. He’s the guy that’s
put in charge of watching the quarterback’s
back. That’s why, in the modern game of
football, it rarely but occasionally happens,
that the highest paid player
on the field is not the quarterback but the left tackle. In all
other cases the left tackle, or
the right tackle if you happen
to have a left handed quarterback, is the second-highest
paid player on the field.
All NFL teams are focused on
finding the kind of left tackle
that will do the job. Unfortunately, the kind of player
they are looking for is a freak of nature, a
kind of player with talents and attributes
that rarely come together in one body.
The Blind Side tells this story of the evolution of football along side the story of
just such a freak of nature. His name is
Michael Oher and we meet him just before he enters high school. Oher’s story is

Although all of these bars are superb in
their own unique way, none have met my
rigorous standards for being declared the
“Perfect Bar.” At some point they are too
crowded, too expensive, charging cover,
not stocked with the right beer, or playing
the wrong music. Some have committed
the mortal sin of offering its patrons,
regardless of musical taste, the ability to be
D.J. for a night by downloading music onto
an Internet jukebox and
killing the atmosphere
in cold blood with the
first note of any nonDavid Lee Roth Van
Halen disappointment.
At other times these
places feel too old, too
young or too much like a
private party I am clearly
not invited to. Perhaps
I’m a perfectionist? My
expectations are too
high? Maybe this idea of
a Perfect Bar is only that,
an idea. A figment of my
imagination.
Ah, but not so, for I have found the Perfect
Bar. I present to you the Walnut Tap.
Granted, I have never actually been to
the Walnut, but in my mind I know it is a
tavern of perfection. In my mind I see it
as a nitty-gritty pub whose air is filled with
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nothing short of miraculous. I mean that.
The things that happen to Michael Oher
make you believe in the occasional benevolence of the universe.
His story is astounding. If you don’t like
football then read this book just to follow
Oher’s unfolding adventure. He gets help
from some of the most unsuspecting and
inconceivable places you could possible
imagine. I had to keep telling myself that
it’s a true story because it reads like a
fairy tale where Cinderella turns out to
be a black kid who’s well over 6 feet
tall and WELL OVER 300 pounds ... 300
pounds of something similar to a Sherman Tank with legs that can do the 40
yard dash in under 5 seconds. Michael
plays left tackle. Cha-ching!
The book ends just as Michael is entering college at Ole Miss. He’s still there
and every NFL team has his name at the
top of their wish list. There is no question
that if he remains healthy he will be playing in the NFL in a few years. The Blind
Side will give you and early preview of
the maelstrom of interest that will meet
Michael Oher before his first pro game.
Just as the predatory beast, Lawrence
Taylor, struck fear into the lower intestinal tract of every quarterback who had
to play against him, it will be Michael
Oher’s job to mangle anyone who gets
too close to who might be, on Michael’s
team, the second highest paid player on
the field.

a low-hanging London fog of stale smoke
due to non-existent ventilation. I know its
wood floors are finished with a sticky coat
of fallen ash mixed with wasted beer. In the
corner sits a dust-covered neon jukebox
spinning nostalgia from its collection of
45s. In the background the comforting
clink of a breaking cue ball ricochets off
the peeling wallpapered walls held up by
now-antique beer signs. At the bar I see
Sam and Scott, two college buddies, swivel
on torn leather barstools while engaged in
an intellectual critique of Tom Waits’ latest
work of art. I know when I go to order
a PBR the bartender will instinctively
announce my wise decision with a ring of
the obligatory P.B.R. bell hanging on the
glass filled wall behind him.
In my mind I know the Walnut is the
“Perfect Bar.” My quest is complete. I
shuffle up to the tavern’s simple entrance
and reach out for its metal handle, ice
cold from the freezing temperature
outside. Before opening the door, I
pause.
Through the condensationconcealed glass, I take a long look inside.
I see the swirls of smoke, hear the hushed
murmur of drunken conversation and
smell the bitter aroma of a wooden floor
saturated with hops. “Perfect,” I say out
loud. Watching my word delineate in the
crisp winter air, I let go and quietly walk
away.

365 Classifieds
To place classified ads simply call 563-588-4365.

Apartments /
Real Estate
APARTMENTS

5500 square feet available. Will
consider dividing space. Call
590-5268.

Items For Sale

New Construction Homes in
Eagle Valley Subdivision. (Just
off of Roosevelt) Quality builder
who stands by his work. 3 Bedroom Split Foyer. 2 car garage,
hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen +
many extras. $159,900. Call Matt
at Booth Properties, 563-5571000, today to take a look.

La Z Boy wall-away reclining sofa
and loveseat. Excellent condition.
Multi-color on light backround.
$350/pair. 563-556-7378.

Carefree Condo Living
Comes with this spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath condo in convenient location. Enjoy the 2,000 +
square feet including master bath
suite and sun room. 2nd floor unit
with elevator in building, 13 x 34
foot tandem basement garage,
deck and additional basement
storage room. Only $169,900.
Call Matt at Booth Properties,
563-557-1000, for a peek today.
Travel a Lot?
Then consider this delightful
2 bedroom, 2 bath condo at
charming Coventry Park. Garden
unit with newer kitchen and one
car detached garage. All appliances remain. Care free living
for only $114,900. Call Matt at
Booth Properties, 563-557-1000,
for worry-free living today.
OFFICE SPACE
CATHEDRAL SQUARE OFFICE
SPACE FOR LEASE - Sizes to fit
all needs. Modern & full service
building with free tenant parking.
Call Nick Goodmann for details 599-7045. Dominic Goodmann
Real Estate 556-3843.
The 4th floor of the Bricktown
Entertainment Complex overlooks the most bustling stretch
of downtown Dubuque and is
ready for you to take advantage.

Diamond Jo Casino
Employment Opportunities
Barback to start immediately.
This is an on-call position including a competitive salary.
Housekeepers to start immediately. On-call positions are
available.

HOT TUB, new in box, w/ warranty. Colored lights, waterfall, $1975.
563-451-2689 Can deliver.

Dishwashers to start immediately. Part-time and on-call positions available.

Jobs

Bartender to start immediately.
This is a part time position.

A&W seeks p/t associates, flexible hours, good references req.,
pay based on experience. Call
Tina at 563-556-8050, ext. 105.

Diamond Club Representative.
This is a part time position.

PART TIME HOURS/
FULL TIME PAY
Business-to-Business Telesales
esalesmanager.com, a division
of Greene Training International,
is opening a new call center in
Dubuque. As publishers of high
quality resources for sales managers, we are seeking a few skilled,
experienced B-to-B representatives to sell our products to corporations all over the country.
At esalesmanager.com, you will
find a professional yet comfortable and casual environment.
Excellent compensation and great
daytime hours! Significant B-to-B
telemarketing/inside sales experience along with a proven track
record of consistency and success
is required. If you are looking for
a company that truly appreciates
and rewards your hard work and
productivity, isn’t it time for a
change? You owe it to yourself to
at least check us out. Old friends
should be in touch. Contact Henry
at henrygreene@esalesmanager.
com or call (888) 524-5200.

For the above positions visit Diamond Jo Casino, 3rd
Street Ice Harbor, ore-mail
human.resources@diamondjo.com

Wanted To Buy
Guns Wanted to Buy. Old, new,
antique, rare. One or an entire
collection. 563-590-9817

All real estate advertising
in this newspaper is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing
Act which makes it illegal
to advertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin or an
intention to make any such
prefences, limitations or discrimination.” This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity basis. To report discrimination,
call HUD at 800-669-9777.
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Hitting the Slopes
continued from page 3
Sundown are only $330 ... and they’re
also valid at Silver Mountain in Kellogg,
Idaho. So, if you were to randomly find
yourself in potato country next month,
you could still break
out your pass and go
gallivanting through the
snow. Season pass holders also enjoy a bunch of
discounts, including 10
percent off items in the
gift shop, $10 off a season ski/snowboard
locker, $5 off tuning shop expenses and
$5 off the price of a lesson.
But what to do when your time in the
snow has finished? Oh, come on, you
didn’t think death-defying speeds were
all you could ever do at the resort, did
you? There are two lodges, north and
south, featuring more than 100 yards,
more than a football field’s length, of
windows overlooking the slopes and the
countryside. The South Lodge features
a cafeteria and lounge, while the North
Lodge features two fireplaces, two food
service areas, a lounge, a gift shop, a sun
deck, a free-service ski/snowboard corral (no fees, really!) and live music every
Saturday. Sundown has also gone wireless this year, with free service ... perfect
for checking Dubuque365.com after
a long day on the hills!
Check out the sidebar for
all the great special events
scheduled throughout the
coming winter months.
But let’s not forget our
friends across the river near Galena, who
aren’t about to go quietly into the night.
Chestnut Mountain, originally built all
the way back in 1959, is still rip-roaring away as one of the top ski resorts in
the area. Included in Chestnut’s offerings
are a 475-foot vertical drop (once again,
really frickin’ high), 19 trails, 1/2 mile
runs, nine lifts (5 chair, 4 surface) and
a 7-acre terrain park boasting over 25
rails. Chestnut also boasts the addition
of twelve brand-new Pole Cat snowmaking guns, which will lend a tremendous
amount of snow per acre to the hills.
The other great opportunity with Chestnut is the chance to give yourself a total
snow weekend. What began as a small
ski lodge now boasts 114 guest rooms,
including several family suites and a

•
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bunch of rooms accommodating four
or more people. There are a bunch of
packages available, and in fact, there
are so many packages that it simply
isn’t possible for us to print them all!
Check out the Web site at www.chestnutmtn.com for further details.
And for those of you
looking to pick up some
winter sports equipment,
the Village Ski Center
Pro Shop at Chestnut is
hard to beat, with more
than 20,000 square feet
of ski and snowboard gear, plus more
than 2,400 sets of skis, snowboards and
snowblades available for rental.
And we also can’t forget one of the
greatest winter sports around ... hockey!
The Dubuque Youth Hockey Association
has been promoting youth hockey ever
since 1979 ... the year Star Trek: The Motion Picture came out! (A movie that still
sucks. But that’s neither here nor there.)
But the DYHA has been doing it as a
non-profit, volunteer-driven organization ... driven by people who love this
fantastic sport (the pro side was featured
in an October issue of 365ink!) and who
want to help today’s kids experience it,
as well. And that, well, that’s just fantastic. While the season is already well underway, volunteers are always welcome
and appreciated. You don’t need to know
the rules of offsides icing
or how to change lines effectively to help this organization, and in turn help
local kids learn not just a
great sport but learn lessons of determination,
teamwork and sportsmanship. Nothing quite builds character like working
together to put a tiny little puck past a
goalie and into a net. For more information on the Dubuque Youth Hockey
Association, check out the Web site at
www.dubuquehockey.org.
And or more information about anything
Sundown-related, just check out the
Web site at www.sundownmtn.com, or
shoot them an E-mail at info@sundownmtn.com. For anything regarding Chestnut Mountain Resort, hit them up at
www.chestnutmtn.com. And while this
writer won’t be seeing you on the slopes,
who knows who else from the 365 team
might meet you on a lift? After all, we’ve
got skydivers ... we’ve surely got a snowboarder around here somewhere.
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• MATTITUDE: Be Yourself — Improve Yourself.

Um Disease
Uttering useless filler words to cover
up moments of silence is one of the
worst diseases a person can catch.
Um Disease, as it is called, is when
a person uses too many filler words
during the communication process.
Filler words have no meaning and
have unfortunately, become part of
everyday conversation. Examples
of filler words include; “um,” “ah,”
“like,” “basically,” and “you know.”
Um Disease is an epidemic that,
left untreated, can lead to a severe
communication crisis. It is a chronic
stumbling block that prevents millions
of people from delivering a clear
message.

Um Disease begins when one
contagious “um” leads to a series of
“ums” and “ahs.” It keeps you from
getting your point across quickly
and clearly. Because the early stages
cause little or no pain, most people

Everyone, especially young people,
should be aware of their credit score.
Your credit report contains a history
of how you’ve paid your bills and the
number helps lenders identify the
level of risk they are taking to lend
you money. Your credit score affects
both how much and what loan terms
(interest rate, etc.) lenders will offer
you. Taking steps to improve your
credit score will help you qualify for
better rates from lenders. Just as you
have medical and dental check-ups
periodically, so should you check your
credit report. Regularly checking your
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who have Um Disease don’t even
realize it. Even in its mildest form,
Um Disease is an indicator of poor
communications skills and should be
treated immediately.
In moderate cases, listeners’ attention
is lost and mind drift occurs. Um
Disease gives the impression that the
speaker is unsure and tentative. As
the condition advances, listeners’ ears
may redden, swell and even bleed.
With time, one um will spread and
multiply into many filler words. Often,
this destructive disease is overlooked
and leads to confusing messages and
ruined credibility.
Um Disease is hard to avoid. Unlike
many diseases that are only caught on
vacation or in bathroom
stalls at O’Hare airport,
Um Disease can be
found
everywhere.
Filler words dilute the
value of your message
and rob your speech of
strength and clarity. The
continual use of filler
words are warning signs
of Um Disease. If caught
in the early stages, it
can be corrected with
treatment. Advance cases
of Um Disease require
professional help.
Healthy speech is void of filler words.
To cure Um Disease, you must first
be aware you are infected. If you
don’t remove filler words from your
conversation, you run the risk of Um
Disease spreading and damaging the
clarity of your entire message.

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip
Credit Score

• 24/7/365 @ DUBUQUE365.COM

credit report also guards you against
identity theft, which is one of the
fastest-growing federal crimes in the
nation. You can check online or ask
your bank or credit union and they’ll
be happy to help. Tell them Mattitude
sent you.
Improving your life, even just by 1
percent, can make all the difference!
Remember, not every tip will work
for everyone. What tips do you use to
improve your life? Please take an active
part of this community. If you have a
useful tip, I encourage you to send it to
me so others can benefit. Simply send
tips to: tips@mattbooth.com.

Does your business or organization need Mattitude? Contact
Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.

A Million + Visitors a Year... Are You One?
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Tim (finally) finishes a
Chicago-style bender
by Tim Brechlin
I have failed you, dear readers.
In this space in our previous issue, I regaled you with tantalizing tales of such
delicacies as Chicago-style pizza, both
the deep-dish and thin-crust varieties,
available right here in our Tri-State area
for your immediate consumption. Foolishly, embarrassingly, I thought my task
was complete. Indeed ... I was wrong.
It was an intrepid reader of 365ink who
saw that article and, quite rightfully, was
aghast at a glaring omission, an omission
so grave that I suspect organized crime
syndicates are plotting my demise as we
speak. (Just so long as I don’t go out like
Moe Greene, I’m fine with it, for the record.) This intrepid reader then ventured
to the most happenin’ place on the Internet, Dubuque365.com, and contacted
us to express her dismay. What crime of
neglect have I committed, you ask?
The crime of ignoring the Italian beef
sandwich so famously indigenous to the
Chicago area. We’re talking about Vienna-style Italian beef, mountains of it
barely contained by a bun that slowly allows itself to be consumed by the rivers
of juice that flow from the beef. Pepperoncini peppers and giardiniera liberally
dropped throughout, giving the sandwich
a zest and a tang unlike any other. In
some varieties, a healthy dollop of mozarella cheese melted to perfection.
If it sounds delicious, you’re in good com-

• We say again: Italian Beef is NOT a cheesesteak. •
pany. If it doesn’t sound delicious, you’re
either a vegetarian or you hate America.
And, for the record, let us just state that
despite the superficial resemblance, an
Italian Beef sandwich is by no means
the same as a Philly Cheesesteak, which
comprises steak, green peppers, grilled
onions, mayo, mushrooms and cheese ...
but we will say that should you be hunting for the latter, those folks at A Little
Taste of Philly will set you right up.

Believe it or not, it is indeed possible to
get such a sandwich around here. It just
requires a little bit of effort.
First, there’s the guerilla method. Wander
over to tastesofchicago.com and check out
the offerings for sale, where you can find a
complete Italian beef sandwich kit ... and
I do mean complete, with enough buns,
meat and spices to feed a party of five or
the entire army of Lithuania (same thing,
really). Two pounds of seasoned beef, two
pounds of gravy, a bucketload of giardiniera and more than a half-dozen Italian
rolls. And, yes, it’s authentic ... about as
authentic as it gets. The only difference is
that you don’t have to wait in line and you
don’t have to worry about an anonymous
cook accidentally dropping his fingernails
in the peppers. (No, I’m not nursing bad

More @ DUBUQUE365.COM

memories. Why do you ask?)
But there’s also an oft-overlooked establishment just a little to the north,
up in Wisconsin, and it’s called R & R
Pizza Time. I discovered this lovely little
place recently on a Saturday night as I
was craving some sort of Italian-inspired
food. (A recent move to Dickeyville
has put a cramp on my Dubuque stylings. Yes, I just admitted that I moved
to Dickeyville.) Not only do they serve

some very, very fine pizza (the sauce is of
particular note; it’s got a very, very nice
blend of spices), but emblazoned upon
the restaurant’s menu are two words that
are guaranteed to make anyone’s mouth
water: “Italian Beef.” Well, a craving is a
craving (and much like 365ink publisher
Bryce Parks, an extra 400 calories isn’t going to make too much difference for my
rapidly expanding waistline) ... so I dug
in. And I enjoyed.

As mentioned in this space previously,
it’s always nice to experience a Tri-State
variation on an old personal favorite ...
no, we’re not going to find an Italian Beef
sandwich out here the exact way Portillo’s
or Al’s does it back in Chicago, but that’s
because we’re not in Chicago. I will say,
however, that the beef sandwich I had

from R & R took me back to any number of
downtown intersections in the Windy City.
R & R Pizza Time is located over on 202
S. Washington in Cuba City, pretty much
at the intersection of Webster and Washington, and (if memory serves) it’s open
at 4 p.m. daily from Tuesday through
Sunday (closed Mondays).
But I now ask you, the greater Tri-State
community: How is it that you make
an Italian beef sandwich? Do you do it
homemade-style? What kind of peppers?
Is there a particular destination here in the
area that we have criminally overlooked?
Reach out and tell us. Our contact information is at the very front of the magazine
you hold in your hungry little paws.
And I have one final question for the reading audience. How many of you have ever
experienced the glory, the majesty, the
sugar-infested diabetes-inducing delicacy
known as Green River soda? It’s more
green than the Green Bay Packers’ uniforms and it’s got more sugar in it than an
entire bottle of high-fructose corn syrup
... and yet it’s the second-most delicious
soda I’ve ever consumed in my life. (The
first was Vanilla Coke, which is sadly no
longer made, though I still have a dwindling stockpile.) Surely someone here in
the Tri-States is familiar with this nectar of
the gods! If there is a soul out there who
knows how to procure this substance,
please share it with the Tri-States ... share
it with those who have not yet experienced it, and share it with those who have
not been able to experience it for ages.
Help us, Obi-Wan Kenobi. You’re our
only hope.
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Dear New In DBQ:
Living on the edge here means never
using turn signals.

Dear Trixie:
I’m having trouble believing in God.
I lost a friend to cancer-- a very dear
friend who had always been there for
me and all of his other friends without
fail. Then someone backed into my car
while I was shopping and took off on
me. And today I was told by my boss
that I’m losing my job to corporate
downsizing. How can so many bad
things happen to good people? Do
you think it’s all some part of God’s
plan and that I just don’t see the connection yet?
-- Want To Believer
Dear Want To Believer:
I often sit and ponder God’s mysteries.
Just the other day while wiping spit off
my TV screen, I wondered, who are
these people who actually watch entire episodes of “Murder She Wrote”?
And why is that still in syndication?
Don’t stop believing in God though.
I happen to know for a fact that God
works with mysterious, cruel irony. If
he didn’t, people like David Lee Roth
and Phil Collins would still have hair
and hit records.
Dear Trixie:
I got transferred from Los Angeles six
months ago and I’ve yet to discover any
sort of ‘edge.’ I’m not used to the silence. I feel anxious without the sounds
of gun shots and police helicopters. I’ve
been going to plays and art openings
but it’s just not giving me that special
nervous rush. What can you suggest?
--New In DBQ

Dear Trixie:
I don’t know what’s happening to me
but I seem to fly off the handle for almost no reason at all. Last night I came
close to ripping out my roommate’s
throat for listening to Sum 41. I actually like Sum 41 but for some reason
I snapped and started breaking her
collection of Precious Moments figurines. It’s like I have no patience at all
and some sort of uncontrollable hatred
washes over me. Can I be experiencing some abnormal hormonal surge?
Please tell me this won’t be a regular
thing. What can a girl do?
--PMS Victim
Dear PMS Victim:
Limited access to power tools, heavy
equipment and guns of any caliber is a
good start. I also wouldn’t recommend
interviewing for new jobs unless it’s a
collections agency or the Department of
Motor Vehicles. There are over the counter medications that claim to alleviate
pre-menstrual discomfort but it sounds
like you need the kind that comes with
an IV setup. Oh, and don’t feel bad about
going off on your roommate. Anyone
who collects Precious Moments statues
deserves a lot worse than that.
Dear Trixie:
I am a divorced 51 year old woman who
has found the perfect guy. He’s quite a
bit younger than me--31 years younger
to be exact. He makes me feel great
about myself and my new life. I think I
might be in love with him already. Can
you tell me if there is a down side to
dating him? --Helen O.
Dear Helen:
I can’t think of one. He’ll keep you
young and you can buy him beer.

We couldn’t help but notice that you’re reading 365Ink!
If you would like the Ink available at your popular public place, or if you
wish you could pick it up somewhere it’s currently not available, please
let us know. E-mail us at info@dubuque365.com or call 563-588-4365.
People go where they can get their 365INK!
Better yet, if Dubuque365.com or 365ink are perfect
for reaching your active target market, you know,
the kind of people who get out of the house, contact
Joie Borland. That’s her over there to the right. She’ll
show you all the options and opportunities 365 can
offer, and help you to tailor an extremely affordable
campaign to get your message out there.

Joie Borland•joie@dubuque365.com•(563)588-4365

ARIES Eleven pieces of peanut brittle
stuck together does not count as one
piece. Then again, New Year’s resolutions
can wait for the new year, can’t they?
TAURUS Try starting your own cab
company. You can cruise around downtown Dubuque late at night on the
weekends and you can set your own
rates ... like 40 cents for every 1/11th
of a mile. The beauty of transporting the
tired and schlammered masses is that
they’ll pay darned near anything to get
home ... instant cash cow, especially for
a trip from Main Street to Epworth.
GEMINI It might be time to consider a
new career as a geneticist, given your
habit of leaving perishable food out
for weeks at a time. Try combining the
month-old loaf of bread with the threemonth-old gallon of milk ... you’ll either
create the cure for cancer or the ultimate super soldier. Either one is pretty
neat.
CANCER Try going through an entire
day with your conversations with other
people consisting of nothing but quotations from movies. The possibilities
for confusion are endless. “I need that
report on my desk by noon” can be answered with, “But I was going to Toshi
Station to pick up some power converters!”
LEO It might be time to begin removing
some bad influences from your life. The
little devil who sits on your shoulder as
you debate your plans for the evening?
Probably time to stop listening to him.
Unless he’s telling you to set the neighbor’s cat on fire. That’s not a bad influence ... just a creative one.
VIRGO While books on CD may have
proven to be an effective tool at focusing
your productivity, might it not be better
to focus more on alternative decorations for the holidays? Perhaps exploring the repainting of garden gnomes to
look like Oompa-Loompas will help set
your house apart from the neighbors’.
LIBRA Consider removing some crea-

ture comforts from your home in an effort
to realize what those in need are going
through during this time. Do not, however, sell your king-size bed and replace
it with a king-size sleeping bag. Your significant other is likely to leave you, suffocate you in your sleep ... or both.
SCORPIO While pizza is indeed a delicious meal and must be savored, it
is important to not overlook its other
qualities. Fresh pizza, for example, has
wonderful ballistic properties; the combination of crust, gooey cheese and
dripping sauce has the potential to ruin
an annoying family member’s day. Invest in a bazooka.
SAGITTARIUS You must accept your
place in life and accept who you are.
If you’re high-falutin’, you’re probably
not going to be too satisfied with a sack
of White Castles. If you’re a Bud Light
drinker, the odds are a dry vodka martini isn’t going to sit too well with you. If
you’re a Chicago Bears fan ... don’t date
a Packers fan.
CAPRICORN The next time you decide to go out for a night on the town,
put several dozen stuffed animals in
the front seat of your car. Should you
be pulled over in a traffic stop, have
the animals speak to the officer. You’ll
probably still get picked up, but at least
you’ll have had fun doing it.
AQUARIUS Have you ever wondered
who decides what makes a word profane? Who, for example, came up with
the four-letter words, and then who decided that they were just unacceptable
for public consumption? Try coming up
with your own profanity. The next time
someone says the word “pud,” sue them
for public indecency.
PISCES Consider traveling around the
world to get out of your current doldrums. However, your destination
should not be tied to your current
emotional state. A manic depressive attempting to travel to the Bahamas, for
example, would be a good idea. Baghdad, not so much.

BUDWEISER NIGTHLIFE BY PHONE

588-4365
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Word Play
Ever met a creative person? Chances
are they left a memorable impression;
hopefully, a good one, if not, you can
usually spot us. Either by an eclectic
hat, jewelry so large it’s visible from
across the street, or the signature giveaway: Shoes that are, “to die for.” But
more than likely, there will be something about us that isn’t main
stream.
Ever
tried
having
a
conversation
with a creative person?
This, too, probably left an indelible mark;
possibly even confusing. Effective
communication with a creative soul requires the expansion of mainstream vocabulary. Specifically, designers have
been known to use words like: faux,
aesthetic and objet d’art. While on the
job we talk about focal points, means
of egress, circulation patterns and visual balance. This often leaves the non
creative public a little in the dark.
No matter your level of creativity, the
sharing of ideas requires the free flow
of information between parties. To
shed some light on common creative
themes here are some “artsy” words
and their definitions to help expand
your creative vernacular.

Faux: Pronounced “foh,” this French

term is used to politely describe something as fake; often used to describe a
decorative painting technique which
attempts to recreate something in the
physical word, such as marble. Warning: this term should strictly be used
to describe interiors or artwork and not
anatomical parts of the female body.
Aesthetic: The overall appearance of
an object, or finish as it relates to beauty…or lack thereof.

Objet d’art: Again with the French

terms, this word simply describes a collection of artistic objects we would associate as accessories. They key word
here is artistic, so a collection of empty
beer bottles in the kitchen is not an example of objet d’art.

Balance: More than just something

you wish you had late on a Saturday
night; balance in the art word is the arrangement of elements within a composition where visual equilibrium is
achieved. This is one of my favorite
design principles because harmony
within a space cannot exist without visual balance.

-ish: OK, this one I made up, but
sometimes there just isn’t an adjective
that can accurately describe the situation. Therefore, an ish
is added to the
end of any word
that is close to
what we are trying to describe.
For
example,
“That house is so
Frank Lloyd Wright-ish,”
or “Her dining room walls
were greenish in color.”

Yes, a conversation with a creative
person may stretch the outer limits of
one’s comfort zone; however, it does
provide a fascinating peek into the creative psyche. Someone, whom I can’t
remember but was obviously fabulous
and creative, once said that a mind expanded by new ideas never regains its
original dimensions. So, come out and
play with your favorite creative buddy
and expand your brain. You’ll never be
the same…in a good-ish way.

www.cablecarsquare.com

DUBUQUE365ink

• This is the nerdiest 365ink page ever published. • MORE@ DUBUQUE365.COM

The dawning of the age of aquarius ...
or connectivity
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by Tim Brechlin

Anyone over the age of 18 probably has fond
... or not so fond ... memories of attempting
to connect to the Internet even ten short years
ago. Unless you were lucky enough to be in a
building that used a now-ancient technology
called ISDN (kind of a high-speed precursor),
first you had to make sure that your computer
was plugged into a phone line, and then you
had to make sure that no one else was using
the telephone. Then you had to load up some
sort of bloated software that took forever and a
day to start up, be it Prodigy, or CompuServe, or
AOL, or Lord knows what else (for me, I started with Prodigy and then went further into the
Dark Ages with MSN) ... and finally you had to
sit through that interminable process of dialing
up to your provider, hearing three dozen beeps,
whooshes and hisses, and, if you were lucky,
seeing a “Welcome” screen telling you that you
were now ready to begin surfing the Interweb (as
my father often called it) at the lightning speed
that only a 14.4k modem could provide.
Don’t get me wrong: This was a whole new world
those ten years ago. Who would have
thought that you could trade mail
with someone across the globe
within minutes? Who knew
you could look up baseball box
scores from last week AND last
month? Heck, you could even
watch movie trailers! Granted,
they were roughly the size of
a postage stamp on our gigantic 15” tube monitors that
weighed about as much as a
Mack truck and they took an
hour to download, but, man ... what a rush. I
still remember scrutinizing every frame of the
trailer for The Usual Suspects back in 1996, trying to figure out what the movie was about.
Over the years, things have changed, and now
dial-up has become little more than a memory
— We’re now in the era of high-speed access,
between satellite, DSL (those phone companies
weren’t going away without a fight, you know)
and cable. I’ve forgotten what it’s like to not have
an always-on connection, and I know many of
you Tri-Staters have experienced the same thing.
And with those always-on, broadband connections has come a plethora of new Internet
content: Flash animations, complex Web sites,
iTunes ... movie trailers so big that I can scrutinize every pore on every actor’s face in the next
Harry Potter movie, for heaven’s sake. I was an
early adopter here,
And then came all the miniaturization. It seems
like everyone in this entire city either has a
BlackBerry, a Treo, a Q or a laptop ... and all
these things can connect wirelessly to the Internet! I’m on the relatively young side, and this is
still all passing me by ... I’m one of those people
who has his cell phone set to actually use a telephone ring for his ring tone, instead of one of the
newest Billboard Top 40 tunes. We have those
weird Bluetooth wireless headsets that make

you look like a starship commander, too. It used
to be that we’d come home at the end of the day
and check our answering machine ... and if we
were gone on vacation, sometimes we’d have to
flip the answering machine’s tape over just to get
all the messages. Nowadays, our bosses can find
us anywhere, and just when you think you’re
settled in at a coffee shop to enjoy a vanilla cappuccino, you hear that familiar “ding” that tells
you that, in the words of that AOL voice from
hell, “You’ve got mail!” Of course, half the time
it’s a guy in Nigeria trying to get you to invest
$50,000 in his family’s yak farming business for
a promised $10 million return. At least, that is, if
you have one of those smartphones, like a Treo.
Laptops, on the other hand, have often had their
portable productivity stifled, unless you’ve been
in a building that provided wireless Internet access to its guests.
But now there’s been some genuinely exciting
news: As of mid-December, Mediacom will
have initiated wireless Internet access through
several access hot spots in the downtown area,
beginning in the Washington Square area. The
stated goal is to eventually encompass everything between Flat Iron Park and Jackson Park ... which would
be a pretty darned big
area. And there are some
great companies supporting the project, from
Dubuque Bank & Trust
and US Bank to the beer
barons at Kirchhoff Distributing
Company. And it’s free!
So think about it ... you’re on your lunch break,
and you pick up some food from one of the
great downtown-area vendors (perhaps a Chicago hot dog from Pickle Barrell?), and you’re
over in Washington Square enjoying some winter downtown ambiance. Take your laptop out
there with you, and you can check out the Cubs’
latest disastrous offseason while enjoying your
lunch ... and you won’t be able to harm any
office furniture! It’s totally a win-win situation.
(We’re going to assume that this is a warmish
day. We don’t recommend just chillaxing outside when it’s eighteen below. That takes “chill”
to a whole new world of hurt.) Or, during the
spring, it might even be feasible to transact business or conduct a small meeting outside, thanks
to the benefits of wireless Internet access. The
possibilities are nearly limitless.
We at 365 applaud Mediacom for taking the
initiative to begin wireless Internet service in
downtown, and especially for providing it free
of charge. One of the common philosophies of
the so-called “digital era” is that information
should be free, and Mediacom has taken charge
in providing a wonderful benefit to the downtown community. We hope that this is only the
beginning of yet another new stage in Internet
connectivity here in the Tri-States.
We’re excited. Are you?
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Healthy Galena: Nourish
Your Body Inside and Out
By Barbra Annino

New Year’s in Galena!
Yeah, Galena can still party with
the best of them, and this holiday
season is no exception.

Frank O’Dowd’s Irish Pub
at the Irish Cottage
Out at Frank O’Dowd’s Irish Pub
at the Irish Cottage (just east of
downtown, up the hill and next to
Happy Joe’s), an entire weekend of
New Year’s fun has been planned,
with great music, great food and
great fun. The festivities start on
Thursday evening with songman
Gerry O’Connell on his guitar.
O’Connell, a talented entertainer
with a knack for connecting with
a crowd right from the start, will
be performing the entire weekend
starting around 8 p.m. On Friday
and Saturday, December 29 and
30, the Claddagh Irish Dancers
from the Mayers-McHugh School
of Irish Dancing will be opening
for O’Connell, with performances
at approximately 6:30 and 7:30
p.m. And on Sunday, New Year’s
Eve, O’Connell will be joined
by area Irish band Pat Reidy and
The Lads. Reidy and the Lads are
known for their mix of Irish ballads and songs, patriotic tunes
and American folk classics. (And
a certain 365ink editor will be
tending bar, as well.)

Eagle Ridge
For other holiday options out east
in the Galena area, try hopping
over to Eagle Ridge for the Light
Up The Valley tours, which take
place every Saturday evening (the
final one is on Saturday, December 30). The trolley tours covering
6,800 acres of the hills of Illinois,

which take place at 6 p.m., 7:30
p.m. and 9 p.m., last one hour and
include refreshments. Reservations are recommended, and you
can make them by calling the Recreation Office at 815-776-5030.
Eagle Ridge will also be hosting
a New Year’s Eve “Disco” party
on December 31 at 7:30 p.m., a
high-energy (but still classy) gala
with food, beverages and entertainment ... and kids are also welcome at a Disco Fever party designed just for them! Reservations
are required in advance (for $125;
$50 for the kids’ party), and can be
made by calling the Eagle Ridge
Resort & Spa at 815-777-5050.

Benjamin’s

And over at Benjamin’s, on 103 N.
Main in downtown Galena, they
plan on ringing the New Year in
with a blast, with live entertainment (and karaoke!), a special holiday menu, champagne (always a
nice touch) and party favors.

Fried Green Tomatoes

We’re told the big party on Main
Street in Galena will be at Fried
Green Tomatoes. Call soon for required reservations and complete party details(815)777-3938. There will
be live music from Ralphm Kluseman
and Mike Mason from 9-1 to ring in
the new year. And, of course, the most
amazing food you can imagine.
Over in Galena, they’re gonna party like 2006 is going out of style.
How about you?

Ah, the holidays. That magical season when
time is scarce, unhealthy food choices are
plentiful and rest is weeks away. As a Bed
and Breakfast proprietor, I know all too well
the demands of the season and how easy it
is to slip into an unhealthy lifestyle this time
of year. But even if you succumb to temptation, Galena offers countless ways to rejuvenate with organic eats and spiritual treats.
Most people have heard about the benefits
of garlic. It has proven antibiotic and antioxidant properties, is believed to lower
blood pressure and cholesterol, aid in digestion, boost the immune system and
promote general wellness. I pop a garlic
capsule every day for heart health, but the
raw plant is superior to any supplement
and more powerful if
the bulb is organic. So
where can you find
organic garlic in Galena? The Galena Garlic
Company of course!
Six varieties of garlic
grow on more than
two acres of land in JoDaviees County. “The
reason it’s organic is
because it’s all hand-planted, hand-harvested and air dried in a sterile facility,”
says Laszlo Marton, the company’s creator.
“There are a lot of impurities in imported
garlic. There’s arsenic, lead and other toxins
that come from cold drying.”
Marton is always coming up with new flavor combinations for his garlic. The awardwinning barbecue-coffee rub is outstanding. Rub it onto steak, chicken and ribs for
a smokey-sweet, fiery flavor. Other varieties include a Greek blend, Tuscan blend
and a Moroccan blend. Spice packets can
be purchased online at www.galenagarlic.
com and at the company’s storefront behind the DeSoto Hotel in Galena.
How about a fine wine to accompany your
garlic-themed dinner? Check out the selection at Jamie’s Wine Studio at 112 North
Main Street. The store’s proprietor, Jamie
Carroll, has been in the industry for more
than twenty-five years and can answer any
question you may have, but she does insist that “there’s only two things you need
to know about any kind of wine- do you
like it or not?” Wine is full of antioxidants
derived from polyphenols and is believed
to be good for the heart. Jamie takes the
benefits one step further by stocking her

shelves with organic and biodynamic varieties, produced on vineyards that grow
grapes naturally and without pesticides,
fungicides or herbicides. Tip a glass with a
friend to nourish your body and soul.
For healthy dining-out, try Fried Green Tomatoes. A warm smile greets you at the door
followed by friendly servers who introduce
the restaurant’s fresh-baked bread served
alongside extra-virgin olive oil infused with
fresh herbs. The salad is tossed with raspberry vinaigrette and loaded with crisp vegetables. The Chicken Piccata is a healthy
choice - a marriage of lemon, capers and artichoke hearts atop fresh pasta. Other good
bets are Salmon Scaloppini and Bistecca
Al’Espresso. Show up on Sunday when the
singing servers serenade the crowd.
After you’ve nurtured your insides, it’s time
to work on the outside. How about a onehour luxury massage delivered to your
door? Tim Bauman, Certified Massage Therapist and owner of Magi
Health, offers just that. “I
bring the table, the towels, the music, everything.
You don’t have to leave the
room,” he says. Try a Swedish massage for a mini-vacation. Relaxing music carries woes away while warm
hands melt tension, stress
and tightness. Or choose a
lymphatic massage to combat colds, a sports massage for deep tissue
aches or hot stone therapy to “iron out”
tense muscles. Magi Health’s also offers
other healing art practices like Reiki, Shiatsu and Acupressure. Call 815-777-9473
for an appointment
For further pampering, The Wild Clover Day
Spa offers a full range of beauty and health
treatments like facials, manicures, body
scrubs, wraps and hydrotherapy. “Water is
so therapeutic,” says Mary Rooney-Sheahen, MS, BSN and founder of Wild Clover. Clients step into their Vichy shower to
wash away body-treatments and to indulge
in the five showerheads that knead away
soreness. The room also supports a deep,
multi-jet tub where guests can relax in a
chamomile bath.
So don’t forget to take a break this holiday
season to reflect and revitalize. As RooneySheahen says, “This is about health and wellness. If you don’t take the time to take care
of yourself it does (negatively) affect your
health.” It’s not indulgent, it’s necessary.
Barbra Annino writes about food and travel
from her Galena Bed and Breakfast, Huckleberry Inn. Visit her at www.huckleberryinngalena.com.
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Cookin’ with the pros
We’ve written about Come Cook with
Me in these spaces before, but in the
event that you are either a new or a terrible, horrible infrequent reader of 365ink
(gasp! Go back to your room right now!),
we’ll give you a quick recap, because
there’s another great installment of this
program (a wonderful service of the
Great Galena Cookery) coming up, and
it’s well worth checking out.
It’s a hands-on recreational cooking
class that’s held on Thursday and Friday
evenings. You get to work in a gourmet
kitchen with an herb garden right at your
disposal, and you get to learn a wide variety of cooking styles and techniques
in a specially crafted class environment
that you certainly aren’t going to get from
reading your mom’s cookbook cover-tocover. You prepare a full-featured array
of food: In this case, a coma-inducing
buffet of Christmas desserts.

This time, Come Cook with Me will teach
you how to prepare such delicacies as
Bouche de Noel, English trifles, apricot-steamed pudding with hard sauce, a
cream puff tree with angel hair, glazed
gingerbread cookies and chocolate peppermint marshmallows. So, you may
wind up with type-2 diabetes after everything’s said and done, but good heavens,
it’ll taste great while you’re doing it.
The sessions will be held on December
21 and 22 (you only have to go to one),
and reservations are required, as seating
is limited. The fee
is only $50
per person, and
all you have
to do is call
at 815-7771556 with a
Visa, Mastercard or
American
Express to
reserve your
seat.

24/7/365 @ GALENALIFE.COM
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GALENA SHORTS • GALENA SHORTS • GALENA SHORTS
Pottery Demonstration Dec 17 (10 a.m. - noon), 23 (2 - 4pm), 24 (10am noon), 30 (2 - 4 p.m.), 31 (10 a.m. - noon)
Watch the magic of clay being formed into stoneware and porcelain creations.
Potter Charles Fach answers questions about the process. Free. Artists’ Annex,
412 Spring St., Galena. 815-777-0354.
Holiday Art Show: Antarctica, Wildlife in the Southern Oceans Dec 17, 22-24,
29-31 (10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.) Featuring beautiful wild life photography by local
well-known photographer, Barbara Baird. Free. Stone House Pottery & Gallery,
418 Spring St, Galena. 815-777-0354.
Lunch with Santa Dec 22-24 (Noon - 2 p.m.) Santa greets children by name
as he visits each table during lunch. Gift for children. Reservations requested.
Benjamin’s, 103 N. Main St., Galena. 815-777-046
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Buckin’ it with Santa
So, you’ve heard of Santa Bucks, yes?
No? What do you mean, no?
Well, let’s give you a quick run-down.
There are a BUNCH of Chamber-affiliated businesses throughout Platteville
that are participating in this promotion,
and it runs until December 31. (You can
find a list at PlattevilleLife.com!) Go to
these places and do your holiday shopping there. That’s pretty easy, right? It
gets even easier. Up until Friday, January 5,
2007, take your dated receipts (minimum
$10, maximum $500
per purchase) up to
the Chamber Office,
and you earn Santa
Bucks!

Rollo Jamison
Museum Recital
At least, join a talented pianist at the
Rollo Jamison Museum in Platteville on
Saturday, December 23, for a wonderful
little holiday performance guaranteed
to warm your heart.
Professor Bill Dennis, a professor emeritus from the University of WisconsinPlatteville, will be performing Christmas
carols on his piano for an all-ages show,
with the audience invited to join in with
their voices. (That’s the great thing about
this season. Even if you can’t sing, you
can still sing!)
Professor Dennis retired in 1982 and
is a member of the UW-P Arts and Let-

Oh, you’re wondering what they’re used
for ... well, that’s pretty cool, too. Santa
Bucks are the currency used to bid on
items at the upcoming Chamber Auction
which will be held on Saturday, January 6, at the Platteville Golf & Country
Club. Now, how about them apples?
For more information on the Santa Bucks
promotion, contact the Platteville Area
Chamber of Commerce at 608-3488888 or check out the Web site at www.
platteville.com.

ters Hall of Fame, famous for not only
teaching at the university for 40 years
but also for penning UW-P’s fight song.
His son, Greg, is now a UW-P professor
of music and has
The doors for Bill Dennis’ performance
will open at 7 p.m., with the performance itself beginning at 7:30 p.m. The
Rollo Jamison Museum is located at 405
E. Main Street in downtown Platteville.
For more information, contact the museum at museums@platteville.org.

“I was drunk the day my
mom got out of prison...”
It’s hard to go through a night at many
bars in Dubuque without hearing it at
least once. It’s a song we closely associate with a evening of cajun food
and shooting hoops at Fat Tuesday’s. It’s
practically an anthem for the everyman
in all of us. “You Never Even Call Me
By My Name” is David Allen Coe’s signature song, and to a great degree, his
least controversial.

Coe himself and rockers Dimebag Darrell and Vinnie Paul of Pantera & Damageplan. Following Dimebag Darrell’s
2004 murder, the album was finished
by the remaining musicians and released this past May.

Yep, believe it or not ... he’s still rocking. And he’ll be doing it in Platteville.
David Allan Coe, legendary for such
classics other classics as “The Ride,”
“Willie, Waylon, and Me” and “Take
This Job and Shove It”, rolls back
throught the midwest on January 27th.
The guy who draws bikers, cowboys,
hippies and teenagers (as he says in his
song “Longhaired Redneck”) has been
doing the music thing since he released
his very first album, Penitentiary Blues,
in 1968, and he’s been touring regularly, currently making the rounds with
his longtime guitarist Joe Finn as well
as his son.
His most recent album, Rebel Meets
Rebel, was a collaboration between

Like Keith Richards, Al Davis and Bryce’s
dad, David Allen Coe, it seems, can not
be killed by conventional weapons.
Now with 26 albums to his credit, Coe
brings his show to Roosters in downtown Platteville, Wisconsin. Note that,
on occasion, Coe’s shows can get a little rough around the edges so keep that
in mind when you get your tickets. This
is gritty rockin’ country at it roots.
Tickets for the January 27 show are $20
in advance, $25 at the door, and are
available now at Roosters, Bricktown or
at ETIX.com.
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The real profit of our
nonprofits
… and a glimpse
into the Community
Foundation of
Greater Dubuque
Thank you, 365ink.
by Ellen Goodmann
As 2006 leaps into its grand finale,
the spirit of giving continues to run
rampant throughout the Dubuque
community. At the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque we are
lucky enough to witness great acts of
giving, and passion for communitybuilding – every day.

A few highlights?

Kills odors on contact!

The Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque exists to build our
community and to serve its local donors. It aims to make a permanent
impact on the quality of life in our region through creating a “community
savings account.” The economy scale offered by a pooled body of funds
helps maximize investment returns while keeping costs low.
Its mission is to improve the quality of life in the Dubuque region by
evaluating and addressing community issues, building a permanent
charitable endowment and connecting donors to the critical needs of
the community.

ervation, our nonprofits are vital to our
survival, our depth and our evolution.
This holiday season take a moment to
think of and to thank the nonprofit organizations that touch your life, or the
lives of your loved ones. If we continue
to weave a web of gratitude and teamwork, we will certainly build a vibrant,
stronger Dubuque.

- We have watched the community
come together to exponentially raise
money for the American Cancer Society Hope Lodge in Iowa City when
presented with a challenge.

– permanently in our community. If
you see someone or drop in to one of
these nonprofit organizations … say
thanks. If you are interested in giving to or establishing an endowment
fund at the Community Foundation
for your (or your favorite) nonprofit
– give us a call at 588-2700.

- Hundreds of thousands of dollars
have been granted out to charitable
organizations in our community from
a combination of so many community catalyst organizations.
What else would we expect from the
Dubuque community?
We believe that the nonprofit organizations in our Greater Dubuque Community are a backbone of strength, service
and compassion. From education, to
music, to animal care to natural pres-
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Visit www.dbqfoundation.org for more information.

The following nonprofit organizations have established endowment
funds at the Community Foundation,
meaning that gifts given to these organizations ensure their longevity

- Members of the community came
together to “Envision” 10 goals to ensure the vibrancy and sustenance of
our future.

Get more 24/7/365 online @ DUBUQUE365.COM

About the Foundation

- This year, we have seen the grand
opening of the Crescent Community
Health Center – a dream-come-true
for so many and a certain victory for
all of Dubuque.

- The Youth Area Philanthropists (YAPPERS), the youth board of the Community Foundation, raised $5,000
in one night at their annual Feed the
Need Dinner – focused on raising
money and awareness for local youth
poverty-awareness.

•

THANK YOU!
Jeanne Adams-Golinvaux Fund for
Volunteerism
Albrecht Acres
American Cancer Society IA Hope Lodge
Backbone Lake Friends
Boys and Girls Club
Boy Scouts of America, NE Iowa Council
Camp Courageous
Carnegie-Stout Library Foundation
Clarke College
Colts Youth Organization
Crescent Community Health Center
Dubuque Arboretum&Botancial Gardens
Dubuque Community School District
Dubuque County Extension/4H
Dubuque County Historical Society
Dubuque Food Pantry
Dubuque Humane Society
Dubuque Museum of Art
Dubuque Rescue Mission
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Dyersville Mercy Med. Center Foundation

Elkader Historical Society
Ewalu Camp and Retreat Center
Finley Hospital
First Congregational United Church
of Christ
Garnavillo Dollars for Scholars
Girl Scouts of Little Cloud
Good Neighbor Home Society
Grand Opera House
Guttenberg Area Dollars for Scholars
Guttenberg Hospital
Hillcrest Family Services
Holy Family Catholic Schools Endowed
Scholarship
Holy Ghost Church (Dubuque)
Junior High Rodeo
Linwood Cemetery
Loras College Endowment
Maquoketa Valley Chapter Dollars for
Scholars
Maria House/Opening Doors
Medical Associates
Mental Illness and Substance Abuse
Prevention
Mercy Medical Center
Mississippi Valley Promise to Our Youth
National Guard Family Support
Northeast IA Community College
Endowment
Northeast IA School of Music Endowment
Peggy Furey Crahan Fund for the
Children of Maria House
Project Concern Endowment
Resurrection Church St. Philomena
Riverview Center for Sexual Assault
St. Mark Community Center
St. Patrick School (Waukon)
Seton Catholic Schools
Sherrill Fire Protection Association
Stonehill Benevolent Foundation
Two by Two Animal Campus
University of Dubuque
Very Special Arts of Dubuque
Wahlert High School Scholarship
Wartburg Theological Seminary
Waukon H.S. Athletic Programs
West Delaware School Scholarship
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Women’s Giving Circle
Youth Area Philanthropists (YAPPERS)
Allamakee County Comm. Foundation
Clayton County Community Foundation
Foundation for the Future of Delaware
County
Dyersville Area Foundation for the
Future, Inc.
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Crossword Answers

From page 27

1. B) The King of the Mice, usually represented
with seven heads, leads his troops against the
nutcracker’s toy soldiers. He loses the battle when
Clara, the heroine, stuns him with a shoe.
2. B) A hot ale with roast apples floating in it.
3. C) Poinsettias grow naturally in Mexico. So do
fish tacos and Dos Equis.
4. C) A button in your pudding makes you a bachelor. Well, that explains something.
5. A) You eat frumpety. And you look it too!
6. C) Teleost was not a King. He was more of a
kick-ass Duke.
7. B) The Father Christmas Letters consists of letters
written to the Tolkien children by Father Christmas.
It was published in 1976. The illustrated letters describe adventures and events at the North Pole.
8. B) The Messiah was performed in Dublin. U2
was the opening act.
9. C) Scrooge and Cratchit share a hot spiced
drink. Then they sat and watched Walker Texas
Ranger.
10. More than 650,000 visitors have viewed
this exciting drive-thru lights event since it first
opened in 1995. When one bulb burns out, the
whole place goes dark.

