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The 365ink crew... faces you already know!

Have you noticed the ugly battle on TV be-
tween Mediacom and KGAN Channel 2, the 
area’s CBS affiliate? Do you care? Are you 
scared you’re not going to be able to watch 
the Super Bowl? Well, after some looking into 
the situation, and I mean very little, I have 
come up with my own insights and for how 
we, as brainwashed TV watchers, can react.

From what I gather, Mediacom is saying that 
KGAN’s parent company, Sinclair Broadcast-
ing, is being greedy and wants to be paid to 
provide its free broadcast channel to Media-
com for distribution over cable, which will 
cause your cable rates to go up. Sinclair 
says, and I quote, “...they should allocate 
some of the money you pay them to receive 
the programming that matters to you. This 
station may be free over-the-air, but Media-
com wants to sell it to you and we think they 
should have to pay to acquire an asset before 
they sell it.” In other words, Sinclair is saying 
that Mediacom is greedy for charging you to 
carry their free signal. I suppose Mediacom 
would say it’s packaging the channel with 
ones you DO pay for and that there is no 
charge for this channel directly, but I didn’t 
ask them. I think it is all semantics and Medi-
acom is likely allocating a portion of current 
rates towards the convenience of getting a 
clear local broadcast channel on its system.

I wondered if Sinclair is being paid by other 
providers to carry its signals. I also wondered 
if Mediacom pays other broadcasters to carry 
their otherwise free signals. The information 
put forth by Sinclair on these topic is a big 
“maybe.” It makes no specific claim of Me-
diacom paying anyone else, but notes that it 
believes because, for instance, Disney owns 
ABC and ESPN that compensation for carrying 
KCRG Channel 9 (ABC Affiliate) is wrapped 
into the prices Mediacom pays for the parent 
company’s cable-only options. And Sinclair 
says it “only grants retransmission consent 
of its digital signals where it has received ad-
equate consideration.” But it will not disclose 
any specific example of being paid by another 
cable provider for carrying its signal, though 
it has come to carriage agreements with all 
other major cable providers.

The dispute also does not claim that Media-
com is unwilling to pay at all, only that the 
amount is not to Sinclair’s liking. So if Medi-
acom is willing to pay something, but it’s not 
enough to make Sinclair happy, the matter of 
who’s being greedy gets even fuzzier. “You 
are paying Mediacom quite a bit of money 
every month in order to receive program-

ming. Mediacom takes that money and uses 
it to pay the cable channels, such as Animal 
Planet, MTV and HGTV. We believe, and the 
ratings certainly support the view, that the 
programming broadcast by CBS 2 is much 
more important to you.”

In my opinion, I think they’re likely both a 
little right. Is Sinclar greedy to ask for some-
thing that other broadcasters in the area 
have not sought, or should all broadcasters 
be fairly compensated to carry their content? 
Perhaps Sinclair is just the first one into the 
breach and thus been labeled an instigator.  
It has also been argued that cable provid-
ers are more than happy to see the death of 
broadcast television, and using a situatuion 
like this to get rid of Channel 2 is the be-
ginning of a slippery slope. Unfortunately 
for Sinclair, it kind of seems to me, an out-
side observer, that Mediacom has Channel 2 
over a bit of a barrel, at least in the Dubuque 
market. After Channel 2 goes off the cable 
system, you can still get your CBS network 
programming including NFL (which means 
the Super Bowl), Survivor, 60 Minutes, CSI 
and the CBS evening news on WISC (Cable 
channel 12), the CBS affiliate out of Madi-
son. You can still get your Hawkeye basket-
ball on KWQC (Cable channel 13), the ABC 
affiliate out of the Quad Cities. Both of these 
broadcast signals are carried by Mediacom. 
Whether or not is was foreseen at the time, it 
has turned out to be a clever strategy by Me-
diacom. So the only thing big you are losing 
is KGAN local news, if you are a fan of that 
broadcast. Their news ratings would suggest 
that you are not. 

However, if you have been noodling the idea 
of switching to satellite TV for some time 
anyway, CBS2 will make it easier. It’s offer-
ing a $150 rebate ($10/month for 15 months) 
if you switch from Mediacom to DirecTV by 
Dec. 1. DirecTV will carry Channel 2. So 
that’s nice. I thought the TV ad stating that 
offer that was a jab-to-the-heart retaliation 
for Mediacom’s none-too-loving ad attacking 
Sinclair. And we thought negative campaign 
ads were done for two more years.

Then again, you can just dig the rabbit ears 
out of the closet. You may need to dig the 
old TV that even had rabbit ears out of the 
closet as well and plug it back in. Channel 
2 is a free broadcast channel and can be  
received with an antenna at any time. Sounds 
like a vote for the Green Party candidate. Or 
you could start reading more. I see you have 
already started.

http://www.peppersprout.com
<a href=�mailto:info@mcandrewslivestock.com�>
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere  
in this issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find 
the master of movies buried within these pag-
es? Hint: He’s tiny and could be anywhere ! 
Good Luck! Winners get a free warm fuzzy!
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by Tim Brechlin

Every week, excited fans pack certain 
clubs in the Tri-States, packing themselves 
around the tables and awaiting the new-
est challenger in the arena. The lone mi-
crophone stands ready at the stage for the 
combatant, who knows he must put forth 
his very best effort to subdue the crowd, 
to tame the fans and make them his own. 
No one knows how soon the battle will 
be decided, but one thing is for certain: 
There will be no ties. The crowd will be 
won over, laughing the night away at the 
whim of the warrior, or the crowd will be 
lost. In this world, this is the only way.

The world of stand-up comedy.

It’s a growing and vibrant world within 
the Tri-States, with comedy clubs solidly 
established within both Dubuque and 
Platteville. And it’s become a favored 
pastime among many Tri-State citizens 
looking to just get away for a few hours.

“It’s the greatest feeling in the world to 
see that,” says Deb Hughes, one of the 
owners of the Arthur House just north of 
Platteville. “When I hear the laughter out 
of the banquet room, when I see people 
coming out with smiles on their faces, I 
know that we’ve done our job.”

Live comedy has a long tradition ‘round 
these parts, dating back to the origi-
nal Brass Ring Comedy Club at the old 
Dubuque Inn. Nowadays, the three main 
destinations are the new Brass Ring at the 
3100 Club (Midway Hotel, the Best West-
ern that’s still standing over near Theisen’s), 
the Arthur House and Bricktown.

“We were fortunate to have a really 
smooth transition when the Dubuque Inn 
shut down,” said Scott Thomas of Eagle 

102 (also known as Scotty T or The Dude 
With Lots Of Hair), who’s been booking 
Dubuque comedy for the past nine years, 
currently for Bricktown’s Live On Main 
comedy shows. “Both Bricktown and the 
Midway stepped up to make sure that 
what we had started didn’t go away.”

And they definitely started something. 
The Bricktown shows traditionally draw 
crowds of more than 100 people, with 
some big-name acts coming to town.

“We were able to get Dave Attell, and that 
might be my favorite show out of anything 
we’ve ever done,” says Scotty T. “And we’ve 
reached the point that comedians on the 
circuit actually know where Dubuque is, 
which is pretty cool.” That is pretty cool, 
especially when there are talks of bringing 
such luminaries as Tommy Chong and An-
drew Dice Clay to town. That would have 
been unthinkable fifteen years ago.

Bricktown comedy bookings draw from 
the Bettendorf and Cedar Rapids circuit, 
giving comedians the opportunity to hit 
several cities when they make the trip to 
Iowa, and there have been many occa-
sions when comics have been shared be-
tween Bricktown and the new Brass Ring.

“We’re not competing with them,” says 
Scotty T, regarding the Brass Ring. “They’re 
doing the exact same thing we are: Pro-
moting a great activity for people here in 
the Tri-States. That’s all that matters.”

Dubuque has enjoyed an interesting cycle 
of development for its comedy shows. “We 
started to realize that there was really an 
untapped market for niche shows around 
here and we’ve really done our best to ca-
ter to that audience,” says Scotty T. “Acts 
like the Untamed Shrews and the Dueling 
Pianos have just been tremendous draws. 

Hal Sparks was fantastic. Pauly Shore sold 
extremely well. Who would have ever 
thought that Pauly Shore would be a pop-
ular booking? He was great!”

It’s funny how things just sort of happen. 
The Arthur House, originally just a res-
taurant and banquet facility, certainly 
didn’t plan on doing comedy.

“It was about six years ago that we start-
ed,” says Deb Hughes. “We got a call 
from a gentleman who was looking to get 
into the booking business, and he said 
to us, ‘How about a comedy show?’ And 
we thought to ourselves, ‘Why not?’ It’s 
just snowballed from there.”

That one show was so well-received and 
enjoyed by so many people that the Arthur 
House decided to take the plunge, booking 
one Saturday show per month and letting 
it grow from there. Now, the establishment 
enjoys comedy nearly every weekend on 
Friday and Saturday, with shows often per-
formed for corporate parties and events. 
Such events are extremely popular at the 
Arthur House, with one company Christ-
mas party packing in 245 people into a 
space that comfortably seats about 220.

“We feel that we have a nice little wrinkle 
in our offerings,” says Hughes. “You can 
come here for dinner ... you can come 
here for the comedy show ... or you can 
come here for both.”

And that versatility has proven popular with 
both audiences and comics. Dave Mordal 
and Jimmy Wiggins, both of Last Comic 

Standing fame, have come to town, as have 
fellows such as Tom Clark, who’s made 
several appearances on the Late Show with 
David Letterman. Just because you’re nine 
miles north of Platteville doesn’t mean you 
can’t get quality entertainment.

“People were really surprised at the cali-
ber of the comics we were able to book, 
but we were able to turn that into an 
advantage, because people were talk-
ing about us,” says Hughes. “We’ve been 
drawing from the middle of nowhere and 
everywhere at the same time, with guests 
coming from places like Eau Claire, La-
Crosse and even Minnesota.” Traveling 
the highways, often through Wisconsin 
winters (which are never pleasant, as we 
all know), to catch comedy just outside 
of Platteville. Who’d have ever thunk it?

“The geography is a bit of a challenge,” ad-
mits Hughes, noting that a recent show had 
several cancellations when snow whacked 
Wisconsin. “But word of mouth is the best 
advertising you can get, and we have a ton 
of positive buzz. It’s nice for people in a 
rural area to have comedy shows — they 
don’t need to drive to Madison.”

Word of mouth has also worked well for 
Dubuque comedy. “Naturally, comics 
talk to one another,” says Scotty T. “They 
start hearing that there are good crowds, 
with shows that get a lot of promotion, 
and then we find ourselves in the won-
derful position of having the agents call-
ing us, asking about a booking, rather 
than the other way around.”

At the same time, it’s essential to make 
sure that audiences are still attracted, 
and steps have been taken to make it 
even easier for Tri-Staters to catch a com-
edy show. Tickets for Bricktown comedy 
can now be purchased on Etix.com, for 
example, making it simpler than ever to 

FIND COMPLETE
TRI-STATE 

COMEDY LISTINGS
FOLLOWING THE
STORY, PAGE 6

Continued on page 6.

http://www.mississippirivermuseum.com


NISOM is now accepting registration 
for their upcoming group classes. There 
are a wide variety of classes available 
for a multitude of age groups ... so don’t 
worry, you’ll be among like-minded and 
like-aged folks (and so will your kids). 
They break down like this: For children, 
you’ve got Toddler Tunes for ages 2-4, 
an intro to Suzuki Cello for ages 3-6+, 
Super Stories, Silly Songs, & Serious Fun 
for ages 4-5 and ages 6-7 and beginning 
piano for ages 7-11. For adults, take your 
pick from beginning guitar, beginning 
piano, adult choir, Bella Celli (a cello 
class) and the Cellobration Cello Choir. 
For senior citizens looking to get in on 
the auditory action, NISOM is offering 

special piano sections at a reduced rate.

The vast majority of the classes (which 
will begin on November 27) will run 
$100 for the 12-week session (other 
classes will vary).

If you’re looking to avoid the group scene 
and instead angle for private one-on-
one instruction, NISOM offers that as 
well, with the next trimester beginning 
on November 27. Instruction is offered 
in piano, voice, guitar and all standard 
band/orchestra instruments, and there’s 
no registration deadline. You can register 
at any time, and tuition is prorated over 
the course of the semester.

For more information on both private 
and group lessons, check out the NISOM 
website at, you guessed it, www.nisom.
com, or give them a call at 563-690-
0151. And tell ‘em 365ink sent you!
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Nouveau
by Tim Brechlin

There’s still time to make plans for the 
nouveau festivals!

Park Farm Winery, out in Bankston, Iowa, 
will be hosting its Nouveau Festival on 
Saturday, November 18, from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. And what’s shakin’ out there? 
A bunch of live music, for one, and it’s 
free and open to the public. You’ve got 
the stylings of Melanie Mausser from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., the One Hat Band from 1 
‘til 4 p.m. and Andy Wilberding will be 
closing the day out from 4-6 p.m. This 
year’s nouveau, crafted as always by the 
talented Lucas McIntyre, is described as 
heavy on fruit aromas and flavors, with a 
dominant taste of cherry and berry. And, 
as one might expect, the wine will be 
available for sale. Guests are welcome 
to bring their own food and non-alco-
holic beverages, and sampler plates of 
cheeses, sausages, grapes and olives will 
be available throughout the day.

Tabor Home Vineyards & Winery is get-
ting in on the fun, as well. This year’s 
nouveau will be showcased at Potter’s 
Mill in Bellevue on Saturday, November 
18. There’s going to be a special dinner 
event, with live music downstairs in the 
cellar from 6 to 10 p.m. provided by Scott 
and Michelle Dalziel. The $5 admission 
covers your first glass of nouveau (first 
of many, we’re sure), and considering 
that Tabor’s 2005 nouveau was awarded 
Double Gold, you can be sure that your 

money will be well-spent. Reservations 
are required, and you can make those by 
calling 563-872-3838.

Not one to be shut out by its Iowa neigh-
bors, Galena Cellars Winery is joining in 
on this whole nouveau party thing, and its 
shindig will be on Friday, November 17. 
Catch more information in our Galena 
Life section on page 28! 

So, how’s about taking a look at some 
great live music and sampling a great 
fall wine? (Note: nouveau wines do 
not keep and should be enjoyed before 
the end of the holidays. Keep a bottle 
‘til next year, and you’ll have vinegar.) 
Now’s as good a time as any to start, 
and with the weather soon turning cold, 
maybe it’s time to experience the bliss 
of a glass of wine next to a crackling 
fireplace.

Just don’t try to hug the fire after you’ve 
downed the entire bottle.

OK, so anyone who’s ever been to Dis-
ney World has seen the Main Street 
Electric Parade, with all those oversized 
floats that have umpteen billion light 
bulbs on them. How about something 
that’s kind of the same deal, except ap-
proximately 17.4 times cooler? Yeah, 
sounds good to us, too.

We’re talking about Reflections in the 
Park, one of the classic holiday events 
staged by those do-gooder folks over 
at Hillcrest Family Services. New to 
the area and familiar with it? Check it: 
You’ve got dozens of oversized displays, 
goosed up with tens of thousands of 
Christmas tree lights. (I think my dad 
used that many lights once. We never 
saw the cat again.) Then there are a host 
of other smaller displays combined with 
special lighting effects, and all you’ve 
got to do is hop into your car and drive 
through the display at Murphy Park. And 
trust us ... it’s amazing. Visitors to the 

Reflections will be eligible for drawings 
and prize giveaways, and be sure to keep 
an eye on 365ink and Dubuque365.
com for information on special nights 
sponsored by area businesses and or-
ganizations. We can tell you right now 
that Big Red himself, Santa Claus, will 
be in on Monday nights. We strongly 
encourage you to pick up a candy cane 
from the big guy. Oh, and dogs are wel-
come — your canine companion is due 
for a special treat, too. Kinda covers ev-
erything, doesn’t it?

More than 100 sponsors, 30 media part-
ners and 300 volunteers come together 
to get everything up and running, and 
we’re sure they’re doing another fantas-
tic job this year. The admission fee will 
be $7 for a personal vehicle, and $50 for 
tour buses. Reflections in the Park will 
be open from 5 until 10 p.m., nightly, 
from Thanksgiving evening (November 
25) until New Year’s Day.

For more information on this event, or 
for the hook-up on sponsorship oppor-
tunities, call Deb Bell at 563-583-7357, 
or shoot her an e-mail at dbell@hill-
crest-fs.org.

Eat your heart out, Disney.
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1) What two businesses opened on the 
refurbished 1000 block of Main Street 
this Month?
 
2) The Fourth Street Elevator is 
    what type of elevator?
a. Funicular elevator
b. Counterweight elevator
c. Pulley Elevator
d. Hydraulic Elevator
 
3) Dubuque Community Schools 
    enroll about
a. 15,000 students
b. 10,700 students
c. 9,500 students
 
4) Sportscaster Greg Gumbel 
    graduated from
a. Clarke College
b. Emmaus Bible College
c. Hempstead High School
d. Loras College
 
5) Kennedy Mall was the first 
    ___________ in Iowa.
a. Indoor shopping mall
b. Mall dubbed “Kennedy”
c. Climate-controlled mall
d. To have a Hot Sam Pretzel

6) Jay Berwanger was the first
a. Heisman Trophy winner
b. Oscar winner
c. Pulitzer Prize winner
d. Oscar Mayer wiener
 
7) The Dubuque Arboretum has the  
    largest public  _________ garden 
    in the United States.
a. Rose
b. Sunflower
c. Hosta
d. Bananaflower
 
8) The Dubuque Thunderbirds are a 
     Junior-B ___________ team.
a. Hockey
b. Skydiving
c. Ice-fishing
d. Baseball

9) Name the five flags that have 
    flown over Dubuque.

10) Which of these ingredients does
      NOT belong on a Chicago-
      style hot dog?
a. Ketchup
b. Sport peppers
c. Relish
d. What does this question have 
    to do with Dubuque?

                  Answers on page 31

Muddy? Isn’t that, 
like, messy?
For those of you who have something of 
a ceramic artistic bent, you might want to 
start thinking about making an entry into 
Clarke College’s “Big Muddy” show. It’s 
a juried, regional exhibition that will be 
on display in Clarke’s Quigley Art Gallery 
from February 8 until March 8, 2007.

This is a pretty big exhibition, with entries 
being accepted from all ten states border-
ing the Mississippi River. Entries will show-
case current trends in both functional and 
sculptural ceramic forms, so you’re not go-
ing to be looking at rows of coffee mugs.

Oh, and there are prizes, too! Awards 
for the exhibit include a $1,000 Best 
of Show price, a cool $500 for second 
place and $250 for third place.

The entry fee is $20 for up to three works, 
and entries must be postmarked by No-
vember 15. (Don’t worry, you don’t have to 
actually submit the works themselves until 
January.) However, there’s a cool catch: Be-
cause Big Muddy is being partially funded 
by a City of Dubuque Arts and Culture Spe-
cial Projects Grant, the entry fee has been 
waived for artists hailing from Dubuque.

For more information, contact the Clarke 
College Public Relations office at 563-
588-6318, or check out the Web site at 
www.clarke.edu/bigmuddy.

Jimmy Wiggins America’s Oldest Hippie
Friday, November 17, 9 PM &
Saturday, November 18 9 PM
Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville

Craig Allen
Wednesday, November 22, 9 PM
Bricktown - Live ON Main

Floyd J. Phillips & Nicholas Anthony
Wednesday, November 22, 8 PM
3100 Club @ the Midway Hotel

The Barstool Sportsmen,
Friday, November 24th, 9 PM &
Saturday, November 25th, 9 PM
Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville

The Mighty Jer-Dog
Wednesday, November 29, 9 PM
Bricktown - Live ON Main

Jim McHugh and Prescott Tolk
Wednesday, 11/29/2006, 8 PM
3100 Club @ the Midway Hotel

Frank Roche and Sal Demilio
Wednesday, 12/6/2006, 8PM
3100 Club @ the Midway Hotel

Don’t forget Gallagher!
Five Flags, Nov. 18th, 8 PM
Tickets at fiveflagscenter.com
Tix for Live on Main @ www.etix.com 

Gratitude
You seem to have a bit of an attitude. An 
attitude of gratitude, that is. The Maria 
House seems to think so, anyway, since 
it’s holding its 5th annual “An Attitude of 
Gratitude” benefit dinner and auctions 
on Saturday, November 18.

It’s a big shindig over at the Grand River 
Center ballroom. And we mean huge. 
We’re talking live entertainment, a plat-
ed dinner (that will include an oh-so-de-
licious dessert), a raffle drawing, a silent 
auction, a live auction (for those not-so-
silent folks out there), and a few presen-
tations from some former residents, talk-
ing about how they managed to rebuild 

their lives thanks to the Maria House.

Auction items will include some au-
tographed sports memorabilia, framed 
prints of some absolutely fabulous (or ab 
fab, as our previous editor was fond of 
saying) artwork, “a wide variety of theme 
baskets and household decor items” (in 
their words) and a horde of gift certifi-
cates for overnight stays, golf outings and 
a bunch of other items and services.

Tickets for the Attitude of Gratitude run 
$40. For more information or to reserve 
a spot at the event, call the Maria House 
at 563-582-7480, or jump into the digi-
tal age and check out the Web site at 
www.maria-house.org.

reserve a spot at a performance.

Tri-State comedy is also notable in that 
it’s easy to find a show that’s tailored to 
your specific tastes.

“Dubuque loves a raunchy, nasty show, 
so we book a lot of those comics,” says 
Scotty T. “The dirtier, the better, we keep 
hearing from audiences.” 

But at the same time, the Brass Ring of-
ten books comics with a bit less of that 
X-rated edge, and the Arthur House does 
the same thing. “Our shows are PG-13, 
maybe something like a PG-17, but we 
never make the jump into really crass and 
offensive comedy,” says Deb Hughes. 

Of course, it doesn’t always work quite 
as planned ... many Dubuquers, of 
course, still remember the Flavor Flav 
disaster, and a recent show by Gerry 
Bednob (Mooj from The 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin) nearly suffered the same fate. “His 
flight got cancelled, and the communi-
cation was a nightmare,” relates Scotty 
T, laughing. “His English isn’t too good, 
and eventually we had to pay someone 
to drive all the way to Chicago, pick 
him up and bring him to Dubuque. The 
show must go on, after all.”

It’s that extra effort that makes Tri-State 
comedy special. Promoters in this area, 
from the Arthur House to Bricktown to 
the Brass Ring, have put forth an un-
imaginable effort to provide quality en-
tertainment for audiences.

At the end of the day, it seems, when a 
comic is taking the stage and doing his 
best to conquer the audience, the ap-
proach is the same one that people like 
Scotty T use in booking the shows.

“We’ve taken our lumps, and we’ve 
found what works and what doesn’t 
work,” he says. “But we’re always learn-
ing. We’ll try anything.”

Continued from page 4.
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For the last 29 years, Cable Car 
Square has been staging an annual 
event that’s become an area favorite 
to kick off the holiday season. Well, 
now it’s time for year number 30. 

It’s time for the 30th Annual Christ-
mas Candlewalk on Friday, No-
vember 24, in Cable Car Square 
(4th and Bluff Street) in downtown 
Dubuque. This is a festive and 
beautiful holiday event in a cozy 
evening setting featuring music, 
food and, of course, a chance for the 
kids to meet Santa! The big guy sure gets 
around, and he has some special love 
for Dubuque. (That sounds so wrong.)

Listen for live remotes and enjoy 
festive holiday music from 92.9 
KAT-FM beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
as you stroll down the streets in 
Cable Car Square, basking in a 
glow from hundreds of luminar-
ies. Bring your wish list for that 
someone special as over 30 shops 
will be brimming with holiday 
gifts. You can’t beat it.

At 6 p.m., you can join in song with the 
Christmas Carolers, and then at 6:30 
p.m., Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive via 
the Fenelon Place Elevator. Parade with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus to Shamrock Im-

ports, where Santa will listen to 
your wish list.  And please don’t 
forget about those in need this hol-
iday season ... bring a canned food 
item to contribute to the Dubuque 
Food Pantry.

Trying to get ready in the holiday 
spirit a little bit early? We’ve got 
you covered! For pictures from 
the last few years of the Christmas 
Candlewalk, all you’ve got to do 
is log onto www.cablecarsquare.
com, powered by 365.

http://www.dubuque365.com
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Jim McDonough
November 25, Five Flags Center 

On Saturday, November 25, Jim Mc-
Donough will be presenting Holi-
day Grande 2006. Billed as “Iowa’s 
Own Pianist,” McDonough will be 
making Dubuque the second of 
four stops on his Holiday Grande 
tour.

McDonough, a native of Monti-
cello, Iowa, has released six albums 

during his young career thus far, in-
cluding his most recent, Simple Gifts: 

Songs of Faith & Inspiration. His Holi-

day Grande 2006 concert will boast a 
14-piece orchestra as well as a support-
ing cast of talented singers to go along 
with his own masterful piano playing.

Tickets for McDonough’s concert are on 
sale now, and can be purchased at the 
Five Flags box office or online at Tick-
etmaster.com. It’ll cost you $29 for a 
box seat, $26 for the main floor and the 
first five rows of the balcony and $23 
for the back balcony. There really aren’t 
any bad seats in the Five Flags theater, 
so you can rest assured that no matter 
where you decide to pop a squat, you’ll 
be treated to a relaxing and inspiring 
evening of beautiful music.

Anne Murray 
December 9, Five Flags Center

Also coming to town for the 
holiday season will be Anne  
Murray, presenting What a 
Wonderful Christmas on  
December 9. Murray, a 38-year 
veteran of the music business 

with 34 albums to her name, 
embarks on a cross-country 

tour on November 11, and 
she’ll be staging 25 con-
certs during that time.

Murray began sing-
ing at the 
age of 7, 

and has been considered the pioneer 
for a string of Canadian singers such 
as Shania Twain, k.d. lang and Sarah 
McLachlan. She was the first solo Ca-
nadian woman to receive an American 
gold record award (for the 1970 clas-
sic “Snowbird”), and through the years 
she’s racked up four Grammys, three 
American Music Awards, three Coun-
try Music Association awards, three 
Canadian Country Music Association 
awards and 24 Juno awards. 

If you’re at all interested in sitting down 
for an evening with Anne Murray, ticket 
prices are $43 and $37.50, and, as with 
all Five Flags events, are available at the 
Five Flags box office or online at Ticket-
master.

Dierks Bentley
November 24, Five Flags Center

Dierks Bentley, who’s been bringing the “coun-
try” back to “country music” for a few years now, 
will be hitting the Five Flags Center on November 
24 at 7:30 p.m. 

Bentley’s music is much more traditional than much of the 
other popular country music today, going back to the old 
classic themes of forbidden love, cheating, drinking, your 
dog getting run over by a truck, all that classic country 
stuff. He’s been compared to Waylon Jennings, so that’s 
not a bad pedigree to have. Bentley will be joined by 
Miranda Lambert and the Randy Rogers Band when 
he comes to Dubuque.

Tickets for the Dierks Bentley concert are on sale 
now and tickets will run $28.75 (plus service fees). 
You can purchase them at the Five Flags Box Office 
or online at www.ticketmaster.com.

http://www.tri-stateskydivers.com
http://www.capricollege.com
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Upstart Crow 
                 Fine Art
by Mike Ironside

If the local art scene were an expansive, 
bird-filled tree, some of those birds might 
be wondering about the large bird that just 
landed on that main branch.  Okay, that is 
a really weak analogy in a lame attempt to 
start this article introducing the newest ad-
dition to the local art scene, Upstart Crow.  
I apologize.  Let me just tell you about it.  

Named for a derogatory nickname for 
Shakespeare, Upstart Crow is a fine art gal-
lery and frame shop created by Tracey Briggs 
in the first floor of the Platinum Building at 
137 Main Street in Dubuque.  The 2,700-
square-foot gallery, which opened Novem-
ber 9, offers work by a number of artists 
previously unavailable in the area, a coffee 
bar and a private viewing room.    

Inspired by work she did three years ago 
in helping to decorate the Platinum Build-
ing offices of her husband, developer and 
building owner Wayne Briggs, Tracey used 
the experience as a springboard to start 
her own business.  Working directly with 
Chicago gallery owners and framers to 
find the perfect art to finish spaces on the 
third, fourth and fifth floors of the building, 
Briggs loved the experience and realized 
she wanted to work in that environment.  

A mother of four with some experience 
in decorating and floral design, Briggs 
began by doing research, both online 
and by attending art shows in places 
like Las Vegas and Atlanta. Searching for 
art that matched her vision for the gal-

lery, she looked not only for art that ap-
pealed to her own eye, but sought out 

artists with confidence and ambition 
- artists who were not complacent, 
who were still growing as artists 
and putting in the extra work to 

become better known.  After narrow-
ing the field, she met with artists to see 
if they were people of integrity - people 
with whom she would want to work.  

“I tried to be very selective in my artists,” 
reports Briggs. While the gallery features 
work by a variety of artists, the “stars” of 
the space are renowned glass artist Charles 
Lotton, Atlanta-based painter Ford Smith 
and Nigerian, by way of Atlanta, painter 
(Onyeka) Ibe.  All nationally known art-
ists, Lotton is probably the most popular, 
having been featured on the HGTV net-
work for his work.  A fourth artist, wildlife 
painter and Dubuque resident Mike Mey-
er, rounds out the gallery’s main offerings.  

Not content to sit back, Briggs is always 
looking for new artists and plans to car-
ry more work by local artists.  “We first 
focused on nationally known artists but 
will have more local artists in the future,” 
she said.  

While the prices for work by some of the 
artists might be a bit higher than what 
some in the local art community are 
used to, Briggs thinks Dubuque is ready 
for more upscale art.  With the continu-
ing progress of the city, especially the 
downtown, she feels the timing is right.  
Still, she acknowledges that there might 
be a learning curve for the local art com-
munity.  “I’m hoping I’m the beginning 
(of a trend) with more to follow,” she 
expressed.  Ultimately, Briggs wants to 
be an art consultant to the community.  
“I want to build a relationship with the 
community,” she said. “I want to be their 
art consultant for life.”  

In addition to fine art sales, Upstart Crow 
offers framing services.  The frame shop 
carries a full line of archival materials and 
top-of-the-line mouldings like the exclu-
sive Nurre-Caxton line.  “We want to carry 
the best available to the client,” said Briggs.  
As a new board member of the Dubuque 
Museum of Art, Briggs provided framing 
for all of the unframed art to be featured in 
the Museum’s annual Art Auction.

Along with gallery director and framer 
Amy Holland, and framer Jeff Ley, who 
has over 20 years of custom framing ex-
perience, Briggs went to framing school to 
learn more about the business.  While she 
did help with the framing to prepare for 
the gallery opening, in the future she will 
probably utilize her framing knowledge 
more in the areas of decorating and sales.  

Other future plans include the creation 
of a second gallery location at the Star 
Brewery, another project in development 
by husband Wayne.  She expects the 
brewery gallery to see more tourist traffic 
at the Port of Dubuque location.    

For now, Briggs is concentrating on 
the day to day operation of the gallery.  
Though glad to have the excitement of 
the opening behind her (“It’s been a 

whirlwind this week,” she confesses), 
she still plans to have openings for other 
exhibits or particular artists, including an 
upcoming appearance by glass artist Lot-
ton scheduled for December 8.  

For more information, visit the gallery!  
Okay, if you have any questions, call Trac-
ey at 563-590-2967 or 563-582-7778.

Owner Tracy Briggs welcomes art  
lovers to her grand opening on Nov. 9.

http://www.tri-stateskydivers.com


Five Flags Center
November 18, 8 p.m.
Dubuque, are you ready for some sledge-
hammer action? You’d better be, as Gal-
lagher (yes, THAT Gallagher) is going to 
be bringing his creative interpretation of 
“food processing” to the Five Flags cen-
ter on November 18 at 8 p.m.

Gallagher, who was named one of Come-
dy Central’s 100 greatest comedians of all 
time and holds a degree in engineering 
... and we’re still trying to figure out how 
that gave birth to the Sledge-o-Matic.

Tickets for Gallagher are $30, $27 and 
$20. Tickets are available at the Five 
Flags box office or online at www.tick-
etmaster.com. The show will contain 
adult content, which means you prob-
ably shouldn’t be bringing your 7-year-
old to Five Flags that night.

For more on Gallagher, check out his 
Web site at www.gallaghersmash.com. 

We recommend packing ponchos, rain-
coats, umbrellas or other shelter-like 
items when you attend the 
show. 365 was there the 
last time that Gallagh-
er came to Dubuque 
and we had a great 
time. And won’t he 
be so proud we 
put him on 
the Arts page? 
Veneration!
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Dubuque Museum of Art
Art Auction and 
Holiday Party
Friday, November 17

For friends and fans of the Dubuque Mu-
seum of Art, the holiday season begins 
with the coming of the annual Art Auction 
and Holiday Party.  Scheduled for Friday, 
November 17, this year’s event promises 
to kick off the holidays in grand style.  
The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with a 
cocktail buffet.  For many, the gala holi-
day party and the chance to get dressed 
up and mingle with friends are the per-
fect precursors to the excitement of the 
auction to come.  Not only an opportu-
nity to eat, drink and socialize, guests 
can view artwork from the live auction, 
as well as begin bidding on a range of 
silent auction items.  

Fans of the silent auction are advised to 
arrive early as bidding on the various 
artwork, bottles of fine wine, and gift 
packages will conclude at 7:30 p.m.  So 
no more sneaking out of the live auc-
tion for “another splash of wine” so 
you can raise your bid on that vintage 
Bordeaux.  Silent auction sheets will be 
collected at 7:30 with the winners an-
nounced during the live auction.  

Of course, the live auction is always 
the highlight of the evening.  Sched-
uled to begin at 8 p.m., this year’s auc-

tion should deliver plenty of excitement 
with a great catalog of items donated by 
area artists and friends of the museum. 
A preview of artwork to be available at 
the auction will be on display at the mu-
seum or online at www.dbqart.com be-
ginning November 14.

Admission to the event is $30 per person 
if payment is received at the museum pri-
or to the day of the event (November 17), 
or $35 at the door.  Advance reservations 
can be made by sending payment to the 
Dubuque Museum of Art, 701 Locust 
Street, Dubuque, Iowa  52001.  For more 
information, call at 563-557-1851.  

http://www.tri-stateskydivers.com
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The holiday season brings with it quite a 
few things ... wreaths ... caroling ... the 
annual opportunity to curse the dement-
ed soul that invented eggnog ... but let’s 
not forget one of the biggest staples of 
the holidays. We’re talking about trees!

It’s time for the 2006 Festival of Trees, 
brought to you by the Mercy Medical 
Center, presented by KWWL Channel 
7, held at the Holiday Inn in downtown 
Dubuque. And, as one might expect, 
the Festival of Trees will feature ... well, 
a lot of trees, and a whole lot more.

The festival officially begins on Wednes-
day, November 22, with viewing of the 
trees in the Holiday Inn Lobby  from 
8 a.m. until 10 p.m. daily. The festival 
will run through Sunday, November 
26, and a silent auction of all the trees, 
wreaths, decorations and gift items will 
run throughout the entire festival until 5 
p.m. on November 26. 

But there’s more than just viewing of 
trees! The festivities will actually begin 
a day earlier, on Tuesday, November 21, 
with the third annual Red Dress Break-
fast in the Holiday Inn’s grand ballroom. 
Ladies, put on your finest red attire and 
get thee over to the Holiday Inn by 7:30 
a.m. Yeah, it’s early, but it’s worth it! For 
$15, you get a great breakfast and a ton 
of information about heart disease in 
women. Some health, some food, some 
friends, some fun ... how can you ar-
gue? Reservations can be made by call-
ing 563-589-9600.

There’s plenty more going on, like the 
Champagne & Diamonds reception on 
the same day (November 21). That’ll 
be from 6 until 9 p.m., in the grand 
ballroom, featuring a string quartet, 
Madrigal singers, hors d’oeuvres, a live 
auction and a wine pull. Those dia-
mond-inclined people over at Doland 
Jewelers will also be raffling off a 2.10-
carat diamond bracelet ... shiny! Tickets 
are $25, and reservations can be made 
by calling 563-589-8772.

Or if you’re more for the baked goods 
thing (totally understandable), there’s 
a cookie walk on Saturday, November 
25, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Guests 
can wander through a simply stupen-
dous selection of homemade cook-
ies, hand-picking various ones to fill a 
bucket (and a bucket averages 2 1/2 to 
3 dozen cookies). All for $9!

KWWL’s Ian Leonard get a little silly 
during last year’s FOT Kickoff.

And for parents with little girls, make 
time for the Mommy and Me Tea, pre-
sented by Pixie Stix on November 25 
from 11 a.m. until noon. This is a time 
for the wee daughters to spend some 
quality time with mom, sampling fin-
ger sandwiches, cookies and punch, 
picking up a special goodie bag, and 
enjoying other fun activities. Tickets for 
Mommy and Me Tea are $8, and seats 
are limited. You can grab a ticket at the 
Mercy Gift Shop or at Pixie Stix.

And there will also be a few musical of-
ferings throughout the Festival of Trees, 
too. On Thursday, November 23, T’s N 
J’s Disc Jockey Productions will be play-
ing Christmas music and requests from 
5 until 7 p.m., and the All-Star Country 
Dancers will be performing on Friday, 
November 24, from 7 ‘til 8 p.m. On 
Saturday, November 25, there’s a huge 
assortment of music, with the Claddagh 
Irish Dancers at 1 p.m., the Dubuque 
Dance Studio at 2 p.m., American Brass 
at 4 p.m. and the Dubuque Rhythm 
Cloggers at 6:30 p.m. On Sunday, No-
vember 26, you can catch the Resurrec-
tion Church Choir at 1 p.m., the Hemp-
stead Show Choir and Brass Quintet at 2 
p.m., the Jefferson Middle School Brass 
Plus at 3 p.m. and the Wahlert a cappel-
la choir at 4 p.m. So, between the mu-
sic, the events, the auctions, the raffles 
... there’s going to be quite a bit going 
down over at the Holiday Inn. Plus, you 
know, trees.

A Frame of Mind
Framing and Gallery
by Mike Ironside

A Frame of Mind – a mental context, 
from which a particular issue can be ap-
proached.  If that is indeed the case, the 
frame of mind for Michele Hefel, owner 
of the new custom frame shop by the 
same name, is focused on finding the 
best framing solutions for her customers.  

Hefel, who has more than a dozen 
years of experience in framing and de-
sign, opened her own business under 
the Frame of Mind moniker this Oc-
tober.  The gallery and custom frame 
shop formerly in the Plaza 20 location 
(near K-Mart) was a frame shop in the 
Ben Franklin franchise - a business she 
bought out in June 2006.  Rather than 
sticking with the old name, Hefel saw 
greater value in making a fresh start for 
her business. “Plus, I wanted it to be 
mine,” she admitted, laughing.  

While the name might be different, long-
time Ben Franklin customers can expect 
the same quality customer service and 
fair pricing they have come to expect.  A 
Frame of Mind carries a full line of archi-
val framing materials, including a huge 
variety of frame mouldings from Larson-
Juhl, Gemini and Evald, acid-
free mats from Crescent and 
UV-blocking conservation glass.  
Using the Wizard computer-
ized mat cutting system, Hefel 
and her two associate framers 
can create precision-cut layered 
mats, collage mats with multiple 
openings for photo collages, and 
even letters for mats that spell 
anything from children’s names 
to sports teams.  

The options for framing are only limited 
by your creativity.  “People are getting cre-
ative,” Hefel says. “(They’re) framing all 
kinds of different things with shadowbox 
frames.  They say they saw it on HGTV!”  

In addition to three-dimensional objects 
in shadowbox frames, the shop stays 
busy framing everything imaginable - 
photos, posters, prints, paintings, cross-
stitch, and things most of us would nev-
er think of framing.  For those looking 

for art as well as the frame to 
go round it, A Frame of Mind’s 
in-store gallery carries a variety 
of poster prints and limited edi-
tion prints including Dubuque 
scenes by Gary Olsen and All 
That Jazz prints by Michael 
Schmalz, including some of the 
difficult-to-find prints from past 
years.  

Hefel reports that while 
Dubuque scenes are always 

popular, many are surprised to learn 
the gallery carries sports posters.  “Guys 
come in and say, ‘Oh my God, there’s 
stuff for me in your store!’” she laughs.  

The Frame of Mind crew is currently 
gearing up for a busy holiday season.  
With a holiday coupon sale featuring 
20% off custom framing and 20-50% off 
gallery items through Christmas, would 
be Santas should get their projects in 
early to be sure to get them framed in 
time for gift-giving.  

A Frame of Mind is located at 2600 
Dodge Street (Plaza 20 by K-Mart).  
Hours Monday to Friday are from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday from 9 to 4.  From 
now through Christmas the shop will be 
open Sunday from 12 to 4 p.m. For more 
information, call 563-583-2422.  
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Sundays
Auto Racing - Many Divisions, Dbq. Co. Fairgrounds Speedway, 7-10 p.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout, 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Tuesdays
‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
Loose Gravel Duo -  Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesdays
Open Mic -  Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 a.m. - 1a.m.
Live on Main Comedy - 2 great standups, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
3100 Club Comedy - Midway Hotel, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Dubuque Area Writer’s Guild Open Forum - 2nd Wed. (Isabella’s) 7 - 9p.m.
Live Comedy - 3100 Club Comedy Night, Midway Hotel, 8 p.m.- 10 p.m.
The Wundo Band - Pizzeria Uno Annex, Platteville, WI,  9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Ent., Second Wind, Galena, IL, 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Fridays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Firewood Friday (3rd Friday’s) - Isabella’s Bar at the Ryan House, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Live Music - Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Sandy Hook Tap, 10 p.m. -2 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - Renie B., George & Dales, East Dubuque 11 p.m. - 3 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

Don’t be regiftin’, y’all

The Regifters, billed as an “original Christ-
mas comedy,” still has a few shows left in it! 
Make plans to hit the Bell Tower Theater on 
any of the nights of November 16-19. 

This is an entirely original play that was writ-
ten by a native Dubuquer. This isn’t some off-
Broadway script that was licensed and staged 
... this is Dubuque, through and through. 
Robert Lynn crafted this work, a winner of the 
2005-2006 New American Comedy Festival. 
A production of the Main Street Players, the 
play is directed by Matt Zanger.

Here’s the story: A couple receives a Christ-
mas gift that, at first sight, really doesn’t ap-
pear so great. So they do what you and I 
and everybody else does ... they re-gift it. 
Well, it turns out that this isn’t a pair of knit 

cotton socks ... it’s actually worth a fortune. 
(What is it? You’ll have to find out.) But to 
add yet another wrinkle to the action, they 
soon discover that they’re not the only folks 
who have re-gifted it, and now there’s a 
mad chase to reclaim it.

In addition to taking first place at that com-
edy festival, Lynn has also been invited to 
travel to Northern California and work with 
the Ukiah (California) Community Players, 
in hopes of further developing the play and 
producing it as part of the company’s 2007 
season.

“It was a little risky to devote an entire sea-
son to shows that didn’t have big-name 
recognition and hadn’t been performed be-
fore,” said director Zanger. “But everyone 
had such confidence in the subject matter 
and the people directing them ... we also 
had the enthusiasm and pride that came 
from celebrating our 20th anniversary last 
year.”

The Regifters appears set to be a wonderful 
capstone to MSP’s year, as Lynn notes the 
timing is just about right. “It’s right when 
people are starting to think about Christ-
mas,” he says. “But it’s not so close that 
people will be too busy with other things.”

Performances of The Regifters will be held at 
7:30 p.m. for the Nov. 16 show, 8 p.m. for 
the Nov. 17-18 shows and 3 p.m. for the Nov. 
19 show. Tickets are $15, and a dinner the-
ater package is also available for just $35. To 
purchase tickets, call 563-588-3377, or visit 
the Bell Tower Theater’s Web site at www.
belltowertheater.net.

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Nightlife?
http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Arts?
http://www.tri-stateskydivers.com
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Dave Christensen
The Bosom and the Pool 
by Mike Ironside

Of grand projects, it is sometimes said 
“Rome was not built in a day” - a truism 
to explain that things worth doing are 
worth doing right and that takes time.  
If ever there was  a posterboy for taking 
your time and doing it right, it would be 
Dave Christensen.  With the release of 
his solo album, The Bosom and the Pool, 
this month, Christensen completes a 
journey of creativity and discovery that 
began over two years ago.  

With the birth of his son, Christensen 
found himself removed from the music 
lifestyle. He needed a goal, an outlet for 
the music that was in him. He had songs. 
He had ideas for a concept record.  “I 
thought if I can take the time to get this 
down on tape I could be happy,” he re-
lates. “If I could get one good record then 
I could be happy with being a teacher 
and a father and not be a professional 
musician.”  The funny thing is that babies 
rather quickly become actual little peo-
ple, and when you’re as good a player as 
Christensen, good gigs come along too. 
Two years after “giving up” being a pro-
fessional musician, he’s busier than ever.  
“Two years later it’s all I do!” he jokes.  

The concept for the album actually 
started five years ago when Christensen 
found himself at a time when many were 
starting families. “I wanted to chronicle a 
sort of self-help record, tongue in cheek, 
for people when they find themselves as 
parents.  I wanted to show them that it 
is not as grim as it seems.”  The resulting 
CD does have the story arc of a greater 
journey, both an autobiographical jour-
ney of the writer but also the long road 
of the recording project itself.  

“Some of the songs are ten years old,” 
Christensen notes explaining how some 
of the first tracks are songs he wrote in 
a completely different time and place 

in his life.  The album 
progresses in a path 
parallel to Chris-
tensen’s changing life 
with all its challeng-
es and discoveries.  
“It follows the search 
for success, meaning, 
love, finding love and 
contentment and finally 
a kind of spiritual peace 
through self reflection,” 
he explains.  

Conceptual concerns aside, 
The Bosom and the Pool, “an al-
bum so big it has two title tracks,” 
jokes Christensen, is a great collec-
tion of songs in a variety styles suiting 
Christensen’s funky keyboard and organ 
chops.  Blues, jazz, funk, reggae, and 
New Orleans second line all emerge 
from the house band in the funky club 
that is Dave’s mind.

And what a house band!  That’s kind of 
a joke considering that in addition to 
Christensen’s vocals, Hammond organ, 
Wurlitzer, Honer clavinet, piano, ac-
cordion, trombone, and percussion, the 
album features 37 guest players.  “It also 
ended up being a portrait of the local 
music scene,” notes Christensen.  

Over two years of recording, tracks were 
laid in eight different locations, from 
home studios to the Galena Bible Church.  
Most of the final tracks, including key-
boards and vocals, and the mixing were 
done at Galena’s new M-Studios. 

But in the end, it’s not about the time or 
the money spent.  It’s about the music, 
the journey, working with great musi-
cians who happen to be good friends as 
well.  Christensen, who just moved with 
his wife and son to Burbank, California, 
to start a new chapter, also looks at it as 
a document of his time in the the Galena/
Dubuque area and the soundtrack of his 
now five-year-old son Terrapin’s early life.  
He says when Terrapin sometimes asks, 
“Why don’t I have any brothers or sis-
ters?” he answers thinking of the the long, 
slow birth of the family of songs collected 
on The Bosom and the Pool - “You do.” 

The Bosom and the Pool is available at 
www.cdbaby.com and locally at Moon 
Dog Music in Dubuque and Downtown 
Discs in Platteville.  To learn more about 
Dave Christensen, visit his website at 
www.davechristensen-online.com.  

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Nightlife?
http://www.thebustedlift.com
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Cafe Manna Java
by Tim Brechlin

You want a one-stop shop for any 
number of needs? Cafe Manna Java ... 
now we’re talking.

Cafe Manna Java is located on the 300 
block of Main Street, near Bricktown 
and Bartinis. You can’t miss it. (It’s also 
pretty close to 365 World Headquarters, 
making it a frequent destination.)  

Obviously, you have to start off with 
the coffee products (the eponymous 
“java”), and CMJ delivers in spades. 
The French-styled cafe features a 
wide variety of gourmet coffee drinks, 
prepared by a talented staff that knows 
how to brew a mean pot of joe.  

But what better way to wash down a 
mug of vanilla cappuccino (longtime 
readers of this feature are likely 
detecting a pattern emerging here) 
than with some grub?

Oh, the grub.

More specifically, the pizza. CMJ makes 
some of the most mouth-wateringly 
appetizing pizza in the known universe. 
It’s wood-fired and it’s made fresh. And 
let’s not forget all the sandwiches! The 
sauces are made from scratch, and 
the varieties are stunning. This writer’s 
personal favorite is the La Genoa, 
featuring Genoa salami, red peppers, 

provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato and 
aioli sauce on a fresh French baguette. 
Tasty! There are also fresh bakeries and 
pastries available ... so let’s put it this 
way: A trip to Cafe Manna Java is going 
to be a little heavy on the carbs. But 
they’re so worth it.

In addition to the traditional offerings, 
CMJ also offers some more adult 
beverages, such as a glass of wine or a 
bottle of beer. And not low-rent beer, 
here: You can get a bottle of Guinness! 
Granted, it’s not quite the same as 
a draft of it, but it’s Guinness all the 
same. And Guinness ... is good.

So you’re wondering about the style of 
the place? It’s gorgeous. With beautiful 
floors and gorgeous seating (including 
high tables at the windows, for those 
of you who prefer to see the outside 
world), CMJ is absolutely one of the 
most relaxing spots in downtown. And 
like many other coffee establishments 
in Dubuque, CMJ also offers wireless 
Internet, so you can actually be 
productive while you relax! (Or be un-
productive and just read celebrity news 
online, either way works.)

So the next time you find yourself 
downtown, looking for a quick lunch 
or a mug of something to warm you 
up (something that will likely be more 
frequent, now that snow is falling), 
check out Cafe Manna Java. You can’t 
go wrong. And have a La Carnivorum 
pizza for us.

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Nightlife?
http://www.isabellasbar.com
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GALLAGHER
November 18, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices are: $30, $27, & $20

Sesame Street Live presents:
 “ELMO MAKES MUSIC”

Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m. Nov. 22, 4 & 7:30 p.m.
Tickets adults: $22, $17, $14& $12

Children 1-12 get $1.50 off $12 & $14 Tix

DIERKS BENTLEY
wi/ Miranda Lambert/ Randy Rogers Band

November 24, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.
Ticket Prices are: $28.75

Vienna Boys’ Choir 
hits Clarke College
When’s the last time you heard a world-
renowned choir perform? (Note: Karaoke 
parties don’t count.)

Wait no longer, as the 
Vienna Boys’ Choir 
will be coming to Ter-
ence Donaghoe Hall 
at Clarke College on 
Tuesday, November 
21, at 8 p.m.

The Vienna Boys’ Choir, based in Austria 
(big surprise there), comprises boy sopra-
nos and altos, and has a pretty impres-
sive pedigree, having worked through 
the ages with such musicians as Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart, Antonio Salieri 
and Anton Bruckner. Famous compos-
ers, such as Franz Schubert, have been 
members of the choir ... so, what we’re 

trying to say is that this is a rather impres-
sive group that’s coming to town.

The choir traces its lineage back to Em-
peror Maximilian I, who instructed his 
court officials in a 1498 letter to estab-
lish a choir employing a singing master, 

two basses and six 
boys. This group of 
court musicians, then 
known as the Hofka-
pelle, was disbanded 
in 1920, but rector 
Josef Schnitt officially 
founded the Vienna 
Boys’ choir in 1924. 
The not-for-profit 

group, which serves as a boarding school 
at the Palais Augarten, now educates 100 
choristers between the ages of 10 and 14, 
with the singers divided into four touring 
choirs performing 300 concerts a year.

Tickets for the concert are $20, and are 
available at www.clarke.edu/artsatclarke 
or by calling 563-584-8642.

Tim Olson
“54 Plastic Coated Nude Play-
ing Cards” Exhibit at Isabella’s

Isabella’s, in the basement of the 
Ryan House, is currently hosting an 
exhibition of drawings by local artist 
Tim Olson. A series of nudes in his 
signature style, Olson reports that 
the drawings are based on a deck 
of playing cards he found in a thrift 
store, identified on the box as “54 
Plastic Coated Nude Playing Cards.”  
“I knew immediately I could make 
something out of them but it took 
until this year to figure out what,” he 
said.  Guessing the cards were prob-

ably made in the ‘60s, Olson ex-
plains, “There’s something both 
humorous and grotesque about 
them that I responded to, and I 
think that tension comes across 
in the drawings as well.”  The 
drawings will be on display at 
Isabella’s through December 15. 
Sorry for the censorship, Tim. You 
know, kids and all. Trixie’s going 
to be so disappointed in us.

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Nightlife?
http://www.fiveflagscenter.com


Thursday, November 16

Morello
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9PM

Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 7 PM - 10 PM

Friday, November 17

Denny Troy 
Riverwalk/Grand Harbor, 5:30 - 9:30 PM

Bobby Vee and the Vees
DBQ County Fairgrounds, 8 PM - 11 PM

Melanie Mausser 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

BadFish 
Jumpers, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Mississippi Trio 
George and Dales, 8 PM - 12 AM

Firewood Revival - 3rd Firewood Friday 
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Tender White Meat 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Mixed Emotions 
Dubuque Driving Range, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Brews Brothers Band 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Nick Stika 
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, November 18

Hannah Haupt 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

Public Property
the Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jon “Hawkman” Stravers / Nouveau Rel.
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Just the Two of Us 
Grape Escape, 7 PM - 1 AM

Dingleberries 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Madhouse 
Jumpers, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Gallagher 
Five Flags Theater, 8 PM - 10 PM

Jabherbox 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Legends 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Denny Garcia 
Kelsie’s Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Rick Tittle Band 
Eagles Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

Richter Scale 
The Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff 
Fat Tuesday’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Maureen Kilgore 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Drill
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

Sunday, November 19

Denny Garcia 
Anton’s Saloon, 4 PM - 7 PM

Arctic Thunder 
New Diggings, 3:30 PM - 7:30 AM

Hans Hellmut, Old Panther,  
Moracles of God
The Busted Lift, 5 PM -9 PM

DJ Abilities, Black Pegasus, Casethejoint
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Tuesday, November 21

Jazz Tuesday with ‘Round Midnight 
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Loose Gravel Duo 
Riverwalk/Grand Harbor Resort 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Wednesday, November 22
Zero 2 Sixty 
Dagwoods, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sh-tz & Giggles 
Kelsie’s Fisherman’s Wharf, 8 PM - 12 AM

BadFish 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Cheap Skates 
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 PM

Open Mic w/ The Dert Tones 
The Busted Lift,  9 PM - 1 AM

Mr. Obvious 
Doolittle’s, Lancaster, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Total Chaos, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabherbox 
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

Thursday, November 23

Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 7 PM - 10 PM

Friday, November 24

John Moran 
Isabella’s, 7 PM - 12 AM

Dave Zollo and the Body Electric
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dierks Bentley with Miranda Lambert 
Five Flags Center, 7:30 PM - 11 PM
Prices are $28.75

Live Music 
Riverwalk/Grand Harbor, 5:30 - 9:30 PM

Left of Center 
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Joie & The Stumble Brothers 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

The Rick Tittle Band 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Ken Wheaton 
Grape Escape, 8 PM - 11 PM

One Hat Band 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Roy Schroedel
Perfect Pint - Platteville, 8 PM - 11 PM

Drill
Night Owl, Shullsburg, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Denny Garcia 
George and Dales, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM U
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Wednesday, November 29
The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 PM

The Dert Tones 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Thursday, November 30
Denny Garcia 
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM

Tight Phantoms, Pinebender, Euphone
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, December 1

The Dert Tones 
Murph’s South End Tap, 9 PM - 1 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
George and Dales, 8 PM - 12 AM

Live Music
Riverwalk/Grand Harbor, 5:30 - 9:30 PM

SupaRanks (Madison Reggae) 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabherbox 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Apathy Blue 
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

Denny Troy 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Jodi Splinter & Kevin Beck 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Saturday, November 25

Jim McDonough in Concert “Holiday 
Grande 2006” 
Five Flags Civic Center, 7:30 PM - 10 PM

LiviN’ Large 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Rick Tittle Band 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Tommy Bentz Band 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

Zero 2 Sixty 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Big Muddy 
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 12 AM

The Tommy Bentz Band 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Blue Willow
Potter’s Mill, 7 PM - 10 PM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Budde’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

The Legends 
Henry’s Pub, 8 PM - 12 AM

Cowboy & The Makeshift Band 
Buckhorn Grill & Pub, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mr. Obvious 
Red N Deb’s Bar & Grill, 9 PM - 1 AM

Richter Scale 
Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Johnnie Walker 
Frontier Saloon, 9 PM - 1 AM

Doug and Lisa Frey 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Sunday, November 26

Chuck Bregman 
Anton’s in New Diggings, 2 PM - 8 PM

Tuesday, November 28

Readings Under the Influence
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Loose Gravel Duo
Riverwalk/Grand Harbor,  
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Friday, December 1

Josh Harty 
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM 

Joie & The Stumble Brothers 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

Saturday, December 2
New Beat Society 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Andy Flemming 
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Zero 2 Sixty 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Maureen Kilgore 
Mississippi Mug, 3 PM - 5 PM

Left of Center 
Budde’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Badfish
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mixed Emotions 
Noonan’s North, 9 PM - 1 AM

Michael Kammin 
Grape Escape, 8 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff 
Dog House Lounge, 9 PM - 1 AM

Across The Road 
Fat Tuesday’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
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2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque, 

563-582-7827
Carmike  

Cinema Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Carmike   
Kennedy Mall 6

555  JFK, Dubuque, IA
563-588-9215

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006

Frank Darabont, who crafted the brilliant 
adaptations of The Shawshank Redemp-
tion and The Green Mile, has said that 
George Lucas has been the hold-up in 
development of a fourth Indiana Jones 
film. Darabont had reportedly written a 

script that had director Steven Spielberg and star Har-
rison Ford thrilled and ready to make, but Lucas put 
the kibosh on it, arguing that it needed better character 
development. Given George’s last couple of movies, 
perhaps he doesn’t have room to talk on that note.

Uber-actor Robert De Niro is joining 
forces with ... 50 Cent? De Niro and the 
popular rapper are set to 
star in the police thriller 
New Orleans. De Niro will 
play a veteran police offi-

cer who believes his partner died during 
Hurricane Katrina, while 50 Cent will 
portray his new partner.

If at first you don’t succeed, try and fix 
your problems with a sequel. That’s Mar-
vel’s approach to The Incredible Hulk, a 
2008 sequel to the colossal flop HULK 
from a few years back. Louis Leterrier 
(The Transporter 2) is set to direct a script 

by X-Men: The Last Stand scribe Zak Penn, who’s also 
responsible for the craptacular Elektra and Inspector 
Gadget. No casting announcements have been made. 

- In other comic news, director Bryan Sing-
er has reportedly been approached about 
directing both the upcoming Wolverine 
spin-off film as well as a potential X-Men 
4. Singer left the X-Men franchise shortly 
after the release of X2: X-Men United to 

fulfill his dream of making a Superman film (the recent 
Superman Returns). While a fourth X-Men film is un-
likely, Singer would potentially have time to direct Wol-
verine before leaping into preproduction on Superman: 
The Man of Steel in late 2007.

- Pirates of the Caribbean star Keira Knight-
ley has said she will not appear in any 
future sequels to the franchise past the 
upcoming Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End. Knightley, 21, was 17 when 
the first film was made. There have been 

no official announcements regarding continuations of 
the series beyond the next film, though Johnny Depp 
has said in the past that he’ll play Captain Jack Sparrow 
for as long as he’s allowed.

Stranger than Fiction 

- A Film by Marc Forster (Monster’s Ball)

Harold Crick (Wil Ferrell) is your average IRS agent.  He gets 
up every morning to the alarm of his wristwatch, brushes his 
teeth, showers, gets dressed and goes to work.  His life is or-
dinary and routine.  That is, until he begins hearing a voice 
in his head.  But this is not like any other voice, this is the 
voice of a woman who is narrating his life.  
This of course happens on the same day as 
he meets local baker and activist Ana Pascal 
(Maggie Gyllenhaal), whom he is auditing.  
He is attracted to her and frustrated by her 
hatred for him and the fact that his job pre-
vents him from being able to approach her.  
As he wrestles to determine what is happen-
ing, the voice inexplicably predicts his immi-
nent and untimely death.  This sends Harold 
into a frantic search for what is happening to 
him.  He seeks council from the company 
shrink (Tom Hulce), a professional psycho-
therapist (Linda Hunt) and eventually literary 
professor Jules Hilbert (Dustin Hoffman).  As 
it appears Harold’s life is part of a story, Pro-
fessor Hilbert becomes an invaluable confi-
dant, helping him figure out what is going on.  
At the same time, author Karen Eiffel (Emma 
Thompson) is struggling with a 10-year bout 
of writer’s block.  She has just been given a 
new assistant in the person of Penny (Queen 
Latifah).  Eiffel’s new book, Death and Taxes, 
centers on an IRS agent named Harold Crick.  
That is where the story begins.

With a superb screenplay written by newcom-
er Zach Helm and phenomenal direction by 
Marc Forster, Stranger than Fiction is a movie 
you might not hear a lot about but you should.  
To try to describe this film in a brief synopsis 
and then to review it in one brief paragraph is a 
monumental task but here it goes.  This movie 
is an inspirational story that takes audiences 
from comedy to tragedy and leaves them with 
a true sense of inspiration to re-evaluate how 
their lives may be falling into the category of 
mundane.  The world that Forster creates for 
Harold is perfect.  The simplicity of his apart-
ment, the analytical numbers that fly around 
his head as he goes about his typical day, the 
cubicle hell that is his office, they all fit the 
image of what we think the world of an IRS agent would 
be like.  Adding to the perfection of this fictional world 
are the characters that inhabit it.  Ferrell, Gyllenhaal, Hoff-
man, Thompson and Latifah own their characters.  Even the 
minor supporting actors like Hunt and William Dick (as 
Harold’s co-worker and best friend) are great choices by 
the casting agent.  So many small nuances about this film 
add to the overall success of the story and its ability to draw 
in the audience.  This film deserves to be recognized when 
award season comes along, especially for the script but 
also for some of the subtle but effective performances.  We 
believe you will walk out of the theater inspired.  We cer-
tainly did, talking 
about the film the 
whole way home. 

Borat 
A Film by Larry Charles (Seinfeld)
 
In this film offshoot of Da Ali G Show, Kazakh television 
journalist Borat Sagdiyev (Sacha Baron Cohen) is dis-
patched by his government to the United States of Ameri-
ca (“US and A,” in his accent) to produce a documentary 
about “the greatest country in the world.” Upon arriving in 

New York, Borat stumbles upon a 
late-night showing of Baywatch 
in his hotel room ... and he dis-
covers the existence of the de-
lectable Pamela Anderson. Borat 
quickly abandons the documen-
tary project and instead begins 
a cross-country trek, with his 
producer Azamat (Ken Davitian) 
in tow, to find Pamela in Cali-
fornia and to marry her. Along 
the way, he encounters a wide 
variety of assorted strangers, all 
of whom react in different ways 
to his Kazakhstani mannerisms. 
Three frat boys in a Winnebago, 
a humor coach, a driving in-
structor, bull riders, etiquette in-
structors, feminists, a prostitute 
... Borat encounters people from 
all walks of life, and by the time 
he reaches California, he’s left a 
trail of destruction from coast to 
coast.

Borat is a brilliant film, one of 
the funniest in recent memory 
and indeed one of the funniest 
in the past twenty years. But 
the rub of Borat is that there’s a 
lot more going on beneath the 
surface. The character of Borat 
is an anti-Semitic, misogynis-
tic, nymphomaniac racist, and 
these traits come out in nearly 
every meeting he has. The reac-
tions to Borat run the gamut of 
outright shock and disgust to, 
startlingly, agreement, with just 
about every possible reaction in-
between being seen as well. By 
being so extreme (at one point, 

Borat walks into a gun store and asks for the best gun with 
which to kill a Jew), the movie is an incisive commentary 
upon our culture. The whole movie, whenever anyone 
reacts to Borat with anything other than extreme disgust, 
is satirizing American ignorance of other cultures. When 
the driving instructor accepts that, in Borat’s country, 
women can’t choose whom they have sex with, that’s 
a satire of cultural relativism brought to an extreme. It’s 
a satire that is necessary in today’s day and age, forcing 
us to take a hard look at cultural prejudices that still run 
rampant today. Powered by the flawless performance by 
Sacha Baron Cohen (himself a devout Cambridge-edu-
cated Jew), Borat is one of the most intelligent comedies 
ever produced.

WHAT’S THE 
BUZZ?

http://partners.dubuque365.com/moviereviews/index.html
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Upon first viewing, one might think the 
movie Caddyshack is nothing but a screw-
ball comedy aimed at morons.  Upon 
further viewings, however, especially if 
one is in the proper mindset to receive 
wisdom, one sees that the film is deeply 
rooted in the Eastern philosophies.  

Much of the film’s sagest wisdom is dis-
pensed in memorable quotes that oc-
cur in dialogue between the characters.  
At the beginning of the movie, Danny 
Noonan is lamenting to Ty Webb that 
he can’t afford to go to college, and that 
he’s going to have to work in the lumber-
yard all his life — mindless, menial labor 
that he does not look forward to. Ty then 
hits a beautiful golf shot while wearing a 
blindfold. He encourages Danny to try, 
all the while instructing him in the basic 
premise of the Tao Te Ching: “There’s a 
force in the universe that makes things 
happen.  All you have to do is get in 
touch with it.  Stop thinking.  Let things 
happen, and be the ball.” 

This is the main principle of the Tao.  There 
is a force in the universe that makes things 
happen.  Some people refer to it as the 
Tao, some as God, some think of the Force 
from Star Wars.  Whatever it is called, 
those who are in touch with it are enlight-
ened.  Ty continues, ”Find your center.  
Feel nothing.  Feel nothing.”  The Tao tells 
us that once we learn to clear our minds, 
we lose our self-consciousness and act 
purely, as we should.  After Danny keeps 
peeking from under the blindfold to line 
up the shot, he eventually shoots into the 
water hazard.  “Where’d it go?” he asks 
Ty.  “Right in the lumberyard,” he replies, 
then adds, “It’s OK. We’ll work on it.”

As the movie progresses, it explores many 
aspects of the Tao, Buddhism and Zen.  At 
one point, Ty tells Danny, “Don’t be ob-
sessed with your desires,” one of the fun-
damental principles of Buddhism. Lacey 
Underall chastises Ty for keeping a messy 
house.  After finding an uncashed check for 
$70,000 she calls Ty pathetic. “Maybe to 
you, Lacey,” he replies.  “For me, there’s a 
subtle perfection in everything I do.  I have 
my own standards, my own way.”  Here Ty 
is demonstrating his freedom from conven-
tional mores that often clutter the mind.

As unlikable as Judge Smails turns out to 
be, he does provide some of the film’s 

best nuggets of wis-
dom, as when he 
tells Danny that “The 
most important issue 
is where you stand.  
Do you want to be 
good or bad?”  This is 
an important choice 
that everyone is faced 
with.  The concept of 
Karma depends on 
the decision, but the 
Tao Te Ching teaches 
that ‘The Tao doesn’t 
take sides.  It gives 
birth to both good 
and evil.’ 

The judge gets us on 
another track, although out of context, 
when he tells Danny, “There are more im-
portant things than grades.”  This brings 
us to the notion that life is for living and 
enjoying to the fullest.  The character Al 
Czervik embodies this creed completely.  
He is a self-made wealthy man, and now 
a widower.  As he tells others, he real-
ized that “If you keep bustin’ your hump 
16-20 hours a day, you’ll end up with a 
$60 million funeral.” Al takes up golf  as 
well as yachting in order to enjoy himself.  
He is also very generous with his money, 

giving large tips to the 
hard-working employ-
ees of the country club.  
Al comes off as boorish, 
but only as the fool who 
hears of the Tao then re-
jects it.  He has caught 
on to a way of life that is 
enjoyable for him, and 
to those who are on his 
side. When the judge 
tells him he’s no gentle-
man, Al replies, “Yeah, 
well, I ain’t no door-
knob, either.”  Al has a 
good time all the time.  
The judge himself states 
it  best at the christening 
of his sloop:

“It’s easy to grin, when your ship has 
come in, and you know you’ve got the 
stock market beat. But the man worth-
while is the man who can smile when his 
shorts are too tight in the seat.”

This poem demonstrates perfectly how 
Buddhism teaches us that suffering is 
caused by unfulfilled desire, and that the 
way to enlightenment is to free ourselves 
from desire, and accept, as the Tao tells 
us, that all that is good or bad is from the 
same source.  

The fact that the movie revolves around 
golf is another subtle teaching.  Golf is an 
individual sport, pitting man against him-
self and the elements.  There is no defense, 
no team to let down or give glory to.  

The Tao tells us:
Knowing others is intelligence;
Knowing yourself is true wisdom.
Mastering others is strength;
Mastering yourself is true power 

Al tells his caddy Tony D’Annunzio that 
when he was Tony’s age, he used to lug 50 
pound blocks of ice up five or six flights of 
stairs.  “So what?” Tony asks wearily.  “So 
what? So let’s dance!” Al exclaims as he 
cranks the radio in his golf bag and starts to 
shake a leg.  This final point demonstrates 
that even when all seems lost and noth-
ing is making any sense, nothing makes 
less sense than to spontaneously gyrate to 
music.  Yet, this simple act is rejuvenating 
to the chi, the life spirit.  When one is in 
touch with one’s chi and in harmony with 
the environment, positive results will oc-
cur.  When we find our center, and feel 
nothing, we will, as greenskeeper Carl 
Spackler says, be rewarded.  Not with 
money, but with total consciousness.  So 
we’ve got that going for us. Which is nice.



Celebrating our Greek 
Orthodox Community
By Mayor Roy D. Buol

This fall, I received an invitation from 
Mrs. Mantea Schmid to speak during 
the St. Elias the Prophet Greek Orthodox 
Church 50th Anniversary celebration. 
Until Saturday, November 11, I had no 
real concept of what that would mean.

I learned we would be honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Iakovos (pronounced “Yakovos”) of the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago, 
as well as other church dignitaries, includ-
ing the beloved Rev. Fr. George Pallas, 
who had served the Dubuque families of 
St. Elias with distinction for years.  With 
protocol being of the utmost importance, 
I asked Mantea for guidance on how my 
wife, Deborah, and I should greet His 
Eminence.  I learned the parish members 
would kiss his hand, and we would be 
left to decide that for ourselves.

As an immigrant church formed in the 
‘50s, nearly every founding member of 
St. Elias was from Greece, making the 

present-day parishioners, for the most 
part, first-generation Americans!  During 
my remarks, I recognized several mem-
bers who were both born and had wor-
shipped in Dubuque since the ‘30s … 
even though St. Elias was not built until 
the ‘50s … including Mrs. Mary Moore, 
Mrs. Stella Psihoyos and Mr. Nick Yian-
nias, who also served as the master of 
ceremonies that evening.

From the entrance of His Eminence, 
through the video chronicling 50 years in 
a photograph album set to music, to the 
several individuals who spoke passion-
ately about the influence of their Greek 
Orthodox heritage, faith and the St. Elias 
parish on their approach to life and liv-
ing, it was an amazing experience.  

I must share a bit about a remarkable 
woman who came to Dubuque from 
Greece in those very early years, Mrs. 
Antonio Bogas (Toni the Tailor of West 
3rd Street in Dubuque).  I personally be-
lieve Toni should be hired as an ambassa-
dor for our Chamber of Commerce.  She 
spoke passionately about her early years 
of frustration in a Dubuque that had little 
to offer culturally, with no meaningful 

employment, and how she wished she 
could leave for Chicago!  Then Toni fast 
forwarded to today, where she unabash-
edly proclaimed in her heavy Greek ac-
cent to all those who had returned for this 
celebration, “You need to come home to 
Dubuque, to St. Elias, and to the many 
jobs and opportunities that now await 
you here!  There is much to do, to enjoy, 
to celebrate. Come home!”  
In preparation for my remarks, I had 
learned that the tenure of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Iakovos has been charac-
terized by many initiatives, including his 
leadership to facilitate assistance to the 
homeless and those in need.  As I shared 
with him, Dubuque is so very fortunate 
to have a volunteer and philanthropic 
community that remains hard at work to 
ensure our homeless are found and cared 
for and that citizens and families in need 
have places to turn to for support … and 
caring … and hope.

With this event occuring the night before 
my trip to Sundance, Utah for a mayors 
summit on global climate protection, 
I also shared with those present my in-
tention to take with me the message of 
another Greek Orthodox leader, Metro-
politan John of Pergamon, who, in 1995, 
addressed a gathering of scientists and 
spiritual leaders.  He said, “Science can-
not help the ecological problem without 
the help of the Church.  Science can 
describe what is going wrong, describe 
what technologies are needed, but what 
is essential is that people love the envi-
ronment … we cannot save what we do 
not love.”  He urged his colleagues in the 
Orthodox Church to introduce environ-
mental education into their sermons and 

Sunday schools.  I extended an invitation 
to the members of St. Elias to join me and 
others in getting that message to all our 
Dubuque congregations and parishes, as 
a means for Dubuque to provide the kind 
of leadership and collaborative effort that 
will stop the stealing of the environment 
from our grandchildren and their grand-
children.

As the evening drew to a close and His 
Eminence addressed us, he thanked ev-
eryone who shared their heartfelt stories 
that evening, and to me he said, “Thank 
you, Mr. Mayor.  I do not know of your 
religious affiliation, and it does not mat-
ter.  Yours was a good message … you 
spoke well to our members, and you did 
not speak like a politician … you spoke 
to what matters.”  It was one of those mo-
ments in your life when you are, literally, 
speech-less, yet you have an immedi-
ate realization that the bar to which you 
must continue to aspire was just set.

As Dubuque continues to enjoy the 
Greek festivals and galas that have been 
a part of our local cultural existence for 
years, I, for one, will do so with greater 
awareness of the family of St. Elias as 
they strive to sustain the Orthodox pres-
ence and contribute to the diversity of 
our city as a whole.  November 11 did 
indeed present a unique opportunity, 
combining education on my part with a 
special church family, where traditions, 
respect for decorum, spiritual renewal, 
compassion, laughter, tears, and even 
some dancing served to honor the 50 
years of life set forth through this once 
little immigrant church known as St. Elias 
the Prophet!  
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Life @ the Library
 Feeling a little literature-inclined? 

Baseball fans might want to take the time 
to listen to Brian E. Cooper talk about his 
new book, Red Faber: a Biography of the 
Hall of Fame Spitball Pitcher. You remem-
ber Red Faber, right? He was born out in 
Cascade, he pitched a perfect game in 
the minor leagues, won umpteen billion 
games for the Chicago White Sox, threw 
a one-hitter when he was 40 and 
was the last legal spitballer in the 
American League. He stayed with 
the team through the Black Sox 
scandal and beyond, playing the 
loyal soldier for a team that had 
been pretty much gutted from 
personnel losses. Cooper will be 
discussing his biography of Faber 
on Thursday, December 7, at 7 

p.m. in the 3rd floor auditorium, with 
refreshments provided by the Friends of 
the Library. The event is free and open to 
the public.

The library is also gearing up for its an-
nual holiday tree lighting ceremony, 
which will take place in the 2nd floor 
rotunda on Sunday, December 3, from 
2 - 3 p.m. This year’s tree is 18 feet tall, 
and it’ll be decked out to the nines with 

Victorian-style ornaments, including a 
bunch of new ones. Members of the Mis-
sissippi River Sampler Guild will be in at-
tendance as well, wearing Victorian-era 
costumes and demonstrating their art. Re-
freshments will be provided, too. Just keep 
in mind that this tree is for looking, not 
climbing. You break it ... you bought it.

A community book fair is also on the 
books, for anyone who might be inter-
ested in actually reading one of those 
newfangled things. All titles will be up to 

50 percent off the cover price, with 
a selection that will include begin-
ning readers, chapter books, picture 
books, teacher resources, activity 
books, reference books, cookbooks, 
how-to books and gift items. (Rob-
ert Gelms must be absolutely giddy 
with anticipation.) Both hardback 
and paperback books will be avail-

able, so you can buy a paperback for 
reading, and a hardcover for hurling at 
the nearest annoying co-worker. All prof-
its will go towards the 2007 “Get a Clue 
@ the Library” summer reading program, 
so your money’s going towards a positive 
cause. Here’s the schedule:

Monday, December 4 - 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 5 -11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Wed., December 6 -10 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Thursday, December 7 -1 - 5 p.m.
Friday, December 8 - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday, December 9 - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

For more information on these or any 
other Carnegie-Stout Library events and 
activities, contact youth services man-
ager Jean Gullikson by e-mail at jgul-
liks@stout.dubuque.lib.ia.us, or call her 
at 563-589-4138.

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Government?
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY                     by Tim Trenkle
365ink will present this new feature, What’s 
Your Story? in every issue. It’s our motto! Tim Trenkle, local writer and lover 
of people, will report on individuals, events, businesses and other relevant, 
wonderful things happening in the area on behalf of 365!

Bonded
by Robert P. Gelms 

In the history of espionage fiction there is no 
more important event than the publication of 
Ian Fleming’s Casino Royale. It is the first book 
in the 007 series, a series that would become 
a publishing phenomenon and then would 
become legendary on the screen as well. It is 
the longest running movie series in cinema his-
tory and the second most profitable – number 
one being Star Wars. The movies created inter-
national movie stars out of Sean Connery and 
Roger Moore, didn’t do much, if anything at all, 
for George Lazenby and gave a healthy boost 
to the already budding careers of  Timothy Dal-
ton and Pierce Brosnan. With the impending 
release of the new screen version of Casino 
Royale, we will find out where Daniel Craig, 
the sixth and latest actor to play 007, fits into 
the continuing 53-year James Bond story.

It all started quietly in 
1953 with the publica-
tion of Casino Royale.

There is a loose consen-
sus that Casino Royale 
and From Russia with 
Love are the best Bond 
novels Fleming wrote in 
terms of literary quality. 
My pick is Casino Royale. 
It is my favorite James 
Bond novel. There is something to be said for the 
novel that introduces the characters that would 
later become household names. We meet Bond 
for the first time, along with M, Miss Moneypen-
ny, Bill Tanner, Felix Leiter of the CIA and the in-
comparable Vesper Lynd. We find out how Bond 
got the double-O appellation, a hint of his early 
history in WWII, vague references to his child-
hood and his alcoholic beverage of choice. In all 
of the novels and short stories Casino Royale has 
the only reference to what Bond actually looks 
like. Vesper thinks Bond reminds her of, and I 
hope you are sitting down, Hoagy Carmichael.

Oddly enough, the book didn’t sell all that well. 
The publisher, Jonathan Cape, only sold about 
half of the first printing and then gave the rest of 
the copies to various libraries in Great Britain.

Ian Fleming had a house in Jamaica called “Gold-
eneye,” where he wrote most of the Bond books. 
He was an avid birdwatcher for which the Ja-
maican countryside was ideal. Fleming owned a 
book called Birds of the West Indies written by an 
ornithologist whose name was James Bond. Yes, 
Virginia, the real James Bond was a milk-toasty, 
steely-eyed bird scientist. Fleming’s idea for Bond 
was simple. He wanted everything around 007 
to be somewhat exotic but Bond, himself, Flem-
ing saw as a neutral character. He wanted him to 

be very plain with an ordinary name but a dan-
gerous, blunt instrument the government could 
use as a weapon. I have always been somewhat 
disappointed that Bond, in the later books and 
on the screen, was turned into something of a 
cartoon character. The James Bond of Casino 
Royale could very well be a real person and this 
is true in From Russia with Love as well. I sup-
pose, since Casino Royale didn’t sell very well, 
Fleming thought he needed to create more of a 
fantasy spy as opposed to a real-life spy.

Fleming’s prose style changed quite a bit over 
the years leaving Casino Royale as the only ex-
ample of where, for Fleming, a kind of sparse 
elegance drives the story. It is as if he took all 
the verbs and nouns from Hemingway and all 
the adjectives from Graham Greene.

If you think Ian Fleming is not much of a writer, 
then just read or try and write about a card game 
like he did in Casino Royale. Watching card games 
on television these days is about as interesting as 

watching an ice cube melt. 
Now, without the benefit of 
being able to see it, try to 
write about it with the taut, 
dramatic, danger that Flem-
ing infuses his card game in 
Casino Royale. It is riveting 
and requires an exceptional 
literary talent. All that and 
the book is page turner to 
boot.

In Casino Royale Bond has 
more in common with Philip Marlowe or Sam 
Spade. In the later books and in all the movies 
he is some kind of superhero who dodges nu-
clear bombs, madmen who want to take over 
the world and physical danger without spilling 
a drop of that famous martini or wrinkling his 
dinner jacket. In Casino Royale we see him at 
the beginning of his double-O career. He is a 
man who is morally disturbed by the act of kill-
ing. He also falls deeply in love with Vesper 
Lynd and when she betrays him on multiple 
levels, he is devastated.

Bond goes through physical pain in all the books 
but not to the point where he is in danger of los-
ing his life as a result of his injuries. Not so in 
Casino Royale. He is tortured in one of the most 
horrifying ways that can be inflicted on a man. 
He is almost killed but, also, almost permanently 
damaged. His recovery is long and painful and it 
is during that recovery that we get significant in-
sights as to the kind of man he is. He is no Super-
man. He is flawed but all the while a man who 
is dedicated to his country with a strong sense of 
purpose that gives him the courage to put his life 
on the line when duty calls. It is in Casino Royale 
that we get to see a real man with real problems. 
In the book, and hopefully in the new movie, we 
get to see James Bond as he was meant to be, not 
the comic strip character he became.

A visit with Irish Cottage’s

Basil Conroy
The dolmen, like Stonehenge, pre-
dates the Pyramids, and the tribes 
of Ireland in mystic rites built these 
stone tabernacles 4,000 years 
ago to cover  burial sites of kin 
and last into the fog and sunsets 
of eternity amid the green rolling 
glens of  Ireland. Two six-foot-tall, 
gray stones arch in their carriage 
of a third stone as the monument 
stands like an ancient 
beacon to the spirits of 
his kin outside the Irish 
Cottage in Galena.

When he speaks about 
the stones, the farm 
and  the work, a mist 
and singing in the lyri-
cal rhythm of heart and 
mind appear.

Basil built his forearms pitching 
bales of hay, his legs running 
cattle and sheep and his mind 
reading Yeats, Joyce, Swift and 
Becket on a three-hundred-acre 
farm outside Mayntooth.

“We raised sheep, cattle, some 
pigs; grew hay, barley, oats…
sugar beets,” he says. “As a kid I 
went to the cattle sales with my 
dad. I grew up fast. Had to. My 
dad needed help…I learned to 
work.”

He learned the song of the wind 
and the feel of the sod.

As he grew, he says 
he heard “more and 
more about America, 
and making money in 
construction.” He was 
offered a scholarship to 
run at Manhattan Col-
lege.

“I’d run for Ireland,” 
he says with a twinkle 
in his clear eyes.

He left home at seventeen, work-
ing in Dublin for a while and liv-
ing in places in Europe. “Living 
by me wits, really.”

He borrowed money to come 
here and a little while after he 
arrived in New York City, still 
a tourist… “I was at a bar in 
Queens. A guy says to me, ‘You 
want to work? I can get you in 
the union.’ I said okay.

It’s funny how things happen in 
life…” 

It was the last week of January, 
1986. Basil Conroy started in 
construction 83 stories above the 
street in New York City: An Irish 
farmer raised on the walking 
trails of sheep pastures of County 
Kildare now walking in the skies 
of the largest city in America. 

The Irish Cottage in Galena, IL

The hotel he has helped to carve 
from a hillside in Galena whis-
pers about the tastes of smoke, 
ale, laughter and storytelling of a 
pub at a river, in a glen by a sa-
cred tree, a holy ring where faer-
ies danced and chiefs held their 
council for the village planting 
and harvest. The dolmen sets as 
sentinel by the entrance.

“Welcome,” he says.

Inside the second set of doors 
at the entrance, embraced by 

Continued on page 22.

http://www.bordersbooks.com
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Apartments / 
Real Estate

APARTMENTS

New Construction Homes in 
Eagle Valley Subdivision. (Just 
off of Roosevelt) Quality builder 
who stands by his work. 3 Bed-
room Split Foyer. 2 car garage, 
hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen + 
many extras. $159,900. Call Matt 
at Booth Properties, 563-557-
1000, today to take a look.  

Carefree Condo Living
Comes with this spacious 3 bed-
room, 2 bath condo in conve-
nient location. Enjoy the 2,000 + 
square feet including master bath 
suite and sun room. 2nd floor unit 
with elevator in building, 13 x 34 
foot tandem basement garage, 
deck and additional basement 
storage room. Only $169,900.
Call Matt at Booth Properties, 
563-557-1000, for a peek today.

Travel a Lot?
Then consider this delightful 
2 bedroom, 2 bath condo at 
charming Coventry Park. Garden 
unit with newer kitchen and one 
car detached garage. All appli-
ances remain. Care free living 
for only $114,900. Call Matt at 
Booth Properties, 563-557-1000, 
for worry-free living today.

OFFICE SPACE

CATHEDRAL SQUARE OFFICE 
SPACE FOR LEASE - Sizes to fit 
all needs.  Modern & full service 
building with free tenant parking.  
Call Nick Goodmann for details - 
599-7045.  Dominic Goodmann 
Real Estate 556-3843.

The 4th floor of the Bricktown 
Entertainment Complex over-
looks the most bustling stretch 
of downtown Dubuque and is 

ready for you to take advantage. 
5500 square feet available. Will 
consider dividing space. Call 
590-5268.

Items For Sale
China cabinet and matching din-
ing room set. Six chairs uphol-
stered in cream color with two 
additional leaves for table. Large 
and stately. 590-6779

HOT TUB, new in box, w/ war-
ranty. Colored lights, waterfall, 
$1975. 563-451-2689 Can de-
liver

Jobs
A&W seeks p/t associates, flex-
ible hours, good references req., 
pay based on experience. Call 
Tina at 563-556-8050, ext. 105.

 
PART TIME HOURS/

FULL TIME PAY
Business-to-Business Telesales 

esalesmanager.com, a division 
of Greene Training International, 
is opening a new call center in 
Dubuque. As publishers of high 
quality resources for sales manag-
ers, we are seeking a few skilled, 
experienced B-to-B representa-
tives to sell our products to cor-
porations all over the country. 
At esalesmanager.com, you will 
find a professional yet comfort-
able and casual environment. 
Excellent compensation and great 
daytime hours! Significant B-to-B 
telemarketing/inside sales experi-
ence along with a proven track 
record of consistency and success 
is required. If you are looking for 
a company that truly appreciates 
and rewards your hard work and 
productivity, isn’t it time for a 
change?  You owe it to yourself to 
at least check us out. Old friends 
should be in touch. Contact Henry 
at henrygreene@esalesmanager.
com or call (888) 524-5200. 

Diamond Jo Casino 
Employment Opportunities

Barback to start immediately.  
This is an on-call position includ-
ing a competitive salary.

Housekeepers to start imme-
diately.  On-call positions are 
available.

Dishwashers to start immedi-
ately.  Part-time and on-call posi-
tions available.

Bartender to start immediately.  
This is a part time position.

Diamond Club Representative.  
This is a part time position.

For the above positions vis-
it Diamond Jo Casino, 3rd 
Street Ice Harbor, ore-mail  
human.resources@diamondjo.com 

Wanted To Buy
Guns Wanted to Buy. Old, new, 
antique, rare. One or an entire 
collection.  563-590-9817

  365 Classifieds
To place classified ads simply call 563-588-4365.

All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status or national origin 
or an intention to make any 
such prefences, limitations 
or discrimination.”  This 
newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in vi-
olation of the law. Dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To report 
discrimination, call HUD at 
800-669-9777.

stained glass and deep colored wood, 
the lobby testifies to Ireland’s contri-
butions to America with six-foot-tall 
portraits of Henry Ford, Sam Clemens, 
Poe, Kennedy and the hometown Irish-
man, U.S. Grant.

The reception counter sets like a gated 
post inside a castle, a parapet with a 
Shellelagh over the window placed 
in spirit by a wise chief to remove un-
wanted vagabonds, itinerant travelers, 
poets without a song nay a coin to pay 
for a room.

Basil Conroy knows the value of a coin. 
He built a seventy-seven room resort, 
with pool, spa, library and pub here 
with partners. Yet a voice above his soft 
brogue, a larger voice, passed through 
the ages and holding tradition, says a 
family, a waif, a child left in a storm, all 
of these would find a warm fire waiting 
for their travel homeward and bound 

to heaven, courtesy of an Irish working 
man who’s made America his home. 

The ethic of the work, the pub and the 
neighbor, the song and the hand of an 
archangel alongside the hundreds of 
pictures of every county of Ireland set 
in the old sod from an ancient spiritu-
al tradition glow like the fires of fresh 
snow on the side of a hill.

“I came here to visit my cousin when 
I was 31,” he says as he sits below a 
mirror that says ‘Whiskey and Ale’ 
on a leather-covered 
booth chair. To his left 
is a woman inside a 
circle playing a harp. 
The stage that The 
Gaelic Storm graced 
this week (The band 
featured in the film Ti-
tanic)  is next to him 
and a poem to the 
left hangs upon the 
wall and speaks to the 
moon gleams and the 
forsaken of life.

Basil speaks at the Grand Opening

Basil says he wants his pub and hotel 
to be like a visit to his home. The pubs 
breed a social and civil tongue for the 
laborers and the company owners.

“Like church,” Basil says. “You just 
move down along the pew…that’s 
what ‘social’ is.”

Behind the 70,000-square-foot 
hotel and pub are 22 primitive 
acres to hike and picnic. 

The Faerie Ring he’s built  at the 
edge of the valley in the back, 
like a dance venue for spir-
its, may be full, yet watching 
the hawks sail in the currents 
of wind and the gold, red and 
glowing yellows of leaves, the 
white of the snows in Winter 
with Danny Boy murmuring, sit-
ting in a deep, red leather chair 
will birth a mystic peace as if the 

heather was growing purple at the floor. 

He will sit in the pub named for his 
grandfather. The glass and wood, the 
leather and iron, the alcove, table and 
bar stool – all of it seems like it be-
longs with the angels on a cloud, with 
the Irish at the end of a long day, with 
one of the lucky folks who happened 
to stop to listen and leave their noise 
to the Irish song, and remember God 
loves a story, a laugh, a dance and a 
song just as he loves the hard work it 
takes to get there.

Continued from page 21

WHAT’S YOUR STORY



Pull out one of your business cards. 
Is the name on the card the same 
name you introduce yourself with? 
I’ve found that over 1/2 of all names 
on business cards do not match how 
people introduce themselves. Imagine 
meeting me, I introduce myself as 
Matt Booth and hand you my card. 
The next day you read the card and it 
says “Matthew Guy Booth, JR, esquire, 
the 3rd.” Do you associate that card to 
Matt Booth? Maybe, maybe not. From 
now on, make sure the name on your 
business card (and other marketing 

pieces) matches what people call you 
(even if it is a nickname). It’s the simple 
things that make the difference. It is 
about time you get new cards anyway, 
right? 

Improving your life, even just by 1 
percent, can make all the difference! 
Remember, not every tip will work 
for everyone. What tips do you use 
to improve your life? Please take an 
active part of this community. If you 
have a useful tip, I encourage you to 
send it to me so others can benefit. 
Simply send tips to tips@mattbooth.
com.

Storytelling
Human beings have been 
communicating with each other 
through storytelling since we lived in 
caves and sat around fires. In a time 
when technology seems to be taking 
over the world, don’t underestimate the 
value of the ancient art of storytelling. 
Storytelling is the original and most 
powerful form of communication. 
When a story is told, a connection is 
formed and information and ideas are 
understood. Everyone loves stories and 
has one to tell. 

What’s your story?

Everyone has a story, in fact, hundreds 
of them. We learn how to tell stories at 
a very young age. Stories help us make 
sense of a chaotic world and validate 
us as humans. The ability to tell a good 
story often determines your success. 
Stories reveal whether you can be 
trusted, they separate you from your 
competition and bond you with your 
audience.

Storytelling maximizes the connection 
between you and your listeners by 
encouraging them to imaginatively 
recreate their own story. Stories capture 

and hold attention. Stories can make a 
point, teach a lesson, or sell a product 
or service. Stories can be used one-
on-one, in small groups or in front of 
thousands of people. 

People remember stories and rapidly 
absorb information and ideas presented. 
Good communication is developed 
through logic, but facts and figures 
alone result in the eyes glazing over 
and power point burnout. Stories have 
the capability to translate dry, abstract 
numbers into compelling pictures. 
A grand story is full of emotions and 
feelings. Your audience can’t begin to 
remember everything you say, but they 
will remember how your stories made 
them feel. 

For the caveman, the world was 
a strange and unexpected place. 
Storytelling was used to make sense of 
the world. In a time when technology 
seems to be taking over, the world can 
again be strange and unexpected. You 
are bombarded with information and 
the clutter of countless choices. Stories 
cut through that clutter and help you 
make sense of the world. Stories shape 
your life and storytelling enables you 
not just to tell stories, but to tell your 
story. What’s your story?
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Does your business or organization need Mattitude? Contact
Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip
Matt speaks to the Young Professionals of Iowa in Cedar Rapids in November

Congratulations to Matt from all of us at 365 for being named one of five 
outstanding young Iowans by the Iowa Jaycess for 2006. Way to go!

http://www.mattbooth.com
http://www.mattbooth.com
http://www.mattbooth.com
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GIN RICKEYS
A recipe for a new nightlife  
experience on Central Ave.
By Mike Ironside

To make Gin Rickeys: Start with two experienced 
bartenders. Add a shared vision for a classy but 
fun nightclub.  Stir slowly for ten years or until the 
right container is available. In a rough-around-
the-edges container, mix blood, sweat, and a gen-
erous investment of capital for about 14 months.  
Add classic style and a splash of funky modern 
design. Garnish with fun and serve with a flair.  
Serves: Everybody.  

Actually, a gin rickey is a Prohibition-era cocktail 
of gin and soda, but Gin Rickeys is a new night-
spot on Central Avenue in Dubuque.  Formerly 
Bodine’s, the bar is also the realization of a long-
time dream of co-owners and business 
partners Joe Hefel and Eric Frommelt.  

“When we were 23, we worked together 
at Champs and first talked about open-
ing our own place,” explains Frommelt. 
“We talked about it for the better part of 
a decade.  We worked for over ten years 
looking for the right place.”  

In the interim, the duo worked in a range 
of places from upscale nightclubs to 
neighborhood bars, meeting a wide va-

riety of people and refining their skills and their 
vision for their own place.  It wasn’t uncommon 
for customers of both to suggest they should open 
their own place, but the friends stuck to their 
shared dream. “We promised each other ten years 
ago we would do it together,” states Frommelt.  
Hefel concurs, joking, “Two heads are better than 
one, even if they bump sometimes!”  

The partners looked at a number of different 
places – existing bars with potential for renova-
tion and historic downtown buildings that could 
be converted to match their vision – but the right 
place did not present itself until the duo decided 
on Bodine’s.  Frommelt, who bartended there for 
seven years, described Bodine’s as the regular 
hangout for “a lot of close-knit, blue-collar, fun-
loving, take-no-shit kind of people.”  

With the location secured and a combined 25 
years of experience, the partners undertook an 
extensive renovation and remodel.  Outside, the 

Continued on page 26

http://www.grandharborresort.com


Dear Trixie:
My husband has become a crotchety 
old man. He finds fault with everything 
I do and he’s even begun to correct my 
speech. He does this in public and at 
social functions and it’s not only embar-
rassing, it’s hurtful. He’ll say, “Can you 
believe she graduated from college with 
diction like that?!” There are plenty of 
things I could say to embarrass him if I 
wanted to, starting with two decades of 
impotence. I’ve tried for years to calmly 
address this problem. It does no good. 
The really sad part is that I still love the 
guy, meanness and all. Is there hope for 
our future? -- Married For 23 Years

Dear Married:
No.

Dear Trixie:
My older sister is always taking my stuff! 
She goes in my room and takes my CDs 
and plays them in her car and then they 
get left on the floor or seats and get all 
scratched up. She also takes clothing 
that doesn’t belong to her and since she 
is larger than me, my sweaters get all 
stretched out of shape. I had a perfect 
pink angora sweater that she borrowed 
and ruined by washing and drying it. 
Everybody knows you dry clean that 
stuff. She did it on purpose because I 
looked great in that top and she’s jeal-
ous. My mom has told her to stay out of 
my room and leave my things alone. But 
she doesn’t listen. The latest thing is my 
make-up  and hair products. I just got in 
the shower to discover she used a whole 
bottle of expensive Aveda shampoo and 
conditioner. What can I do? --Lil Sis

Dear Lil Sis:
You could fill up that empty shampoo 
bottle with a strong depilatory cream 
and leave it out for her to use. Or you 
could do nothing and write it off as an 
early Christmas gift. She’s your sister 
for life and someday you may need to 
borrow something important from her-
-- like a kidney.

Dear Trixie:
What should I do if there is an armed 
communist uprising in my neighbor-
hood while I’m having a dinner party?
--Marge S.

Dear Marge:
Run out in the yard with your guests 
and clap merrily. Serve cocktails and 
act as if it’s all been some sort of mar-
velous performance art piece. The same 
response goes if the beagle takes a crap 
in the middle of the living room.

Dear Trixie:
Every Thanksgiving my family has a 
big blowout; relatives from out of state,  
brothers and cousins etc. In the past my 
mom has done all the work. All we had 
to do was show up sober in clean clothes 
and eat. I’m the only family member left 
in town and the last few years I’ve had to 
do  everything. My parents are quite el-
derly now but everyone still thinks they 
can just show up for a great meal and 
free beer and I’ll do all the work. How 
can I get out of this Thanksgiving night-
mare permanently? --Oldest Daughter

Dear Daughter:
One or two accidental cases of food 
poisoning would probably do it. For this 
year go with the undercooked turkey 
and e coli Jell-o salad, then tell them 
that next year you’ll be volunteering at 
the homeless shelter.
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ARIES Living with someone means 
changing your routine a bit. What seems 
to them a small thing will surely be an 
upheaval of life to you. Guard your half 
of the medicine cabinet with your life.

TAURUS  Perhaps it’s time to somehow 
avoid the impending winter doldrums 
with a new outlet for your inner feel-
ings. Recording an album, perhaps? 
However, keep in mind that behind ev-
ery great album is a great album cover. 
That means it’s time to put away the clip 
art and the weird pictures from your frat 
days in the ‘60s. That’s bad voodoo for 
everyone involved.

GEMINI  You need to become more 
forceful and to begin taking charge in 
your life. Make wide, sweeping procla-
mations and slay anyone who disagrees 
with you. If you declare that, henceforth, 
every day shall be Caturday, in honor of 
your beloved tabby, then darn it, it’s Ca-
turday. Execute all who oppose it.

CANCER  Stand-up comedy is a great 
performance art, and you may be in-
clined to try taking it up after reading the 
feature article in this story. That’s OK. But 
stumbling onto the stage and shoving the 
headliner away from the microphone af-
ter you’ve had eighteen beers is not the 
best way to make your first appearance.

LEO  Take care to remember that you’re 
in the best position you could possibly 
have at this time in your life. The world 
is your oyster. Don’t waste it all by go-
ing on a bender of mushrooms, beer 
and Merle Haggard music. Waste it all 
by going on a bender of mushrooms, 
beer and Leonard Cohen music.

VIRGO  Just because you’ve been 
stricken by illness doesn’t mean you 
can’t continue to live your rock star life-
style. Who cares if you’ve got bronchitis 
and you have to sing at a concert? The 
fans in front of the stage are drunk. They 
won’t notice when you’re hacking up 
your lung goop all over them.

LIBRA  Role-playing may be just the thing 
you’ve been needing to give your life a 
new direction. And it’s fine to emulate su-
perheroes ... after all, they represent the 
very best of us, right? But trying to make 
like Spider-Man and swinging from the 
Shot Tower might not be such a good idea, 
as it may involve a slight case of death.

SCORPIO  You’ve felt depressed lately, 
dismayed over your lack of a significant 
other. While losing weight and getting 
involved in the community may go a 
long way towards reversing your cur-
rent trend, moving out of your parents’ 
basement and selling your Super Mario 
stuffed toys might be what you need.

SAGITTARIUS  You’re going to encoun-
ter a great deal of hardship in the com-
ing weeks after an unexpected down-
swing in your life. But don’t despair and 
don’t lose hope. Soon, American Idol 
will return ... and then you can laugh 
at people who really have no hope of 
going anywhere in life. Never forget: 
You’re better than William Hung.

CAPRICORN  Practice your evil laugh. 
You know, that really deep, guttural 
laugh that lets everyone know that ev-
erything is proceeding exactly as you 
have planned and you are in total con-
trol of the situation. Then, at next week’s 
staff meeting, break out your evil laugh 
in the middle of the CEO’s comments. 

AQUARIUS  Nutrition is good, and you 
should make an effort to lead a healthy 
life. However, stay away from Ovaltine. 
The people in those commercials look 
like what would happen if crack were le-
galized. You don’t want to be a crackhead, 
do you? Why do you hate America?

PISCES  While it’s possible that moving 
away might help you re-focus your life 
and give you a new direction, just think 
of everything that you’d leave behind. The 
great memories of nights on Main Street 
... coffee ... that one time when you saw 
the thing in that place ... although that 
last one probably could go either way.
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One of a Kind
In a world that’s mass-produced, indi-
viduality is on the verge of extinction.  
Using fear, marketers have successfully 
sold us the ideal of perfection, from the 
most desirable body image to the look 
of success.  Individuality, however, re-
quires the fearless determination to be 
your own unique self.  Unfortunately, 
we’ve been trained to play it safe.

How do we take that fearless determina-
tion to make our homes as unique as we 
are?  The simple answer: Courage.  Fac-
ing our decorating fears head-on can be 
very empowering. Too often, we settle 
for the safety of off-white walls and well, 
neutral everything else.  Sure, decorat-
ing takes a leap of faith because we’re 
unable to visualize the final product, 
and yes, there is a considerable mon-
etary investment at stake.  Or do we fear 
the individuality of making a statement?

Design is nothing more than a medium 
in which to open a dialogue into hu-
man nature,   where I often find my 
design advice is nothing more than a 
motivational speech.  Below is some of 
my tried and true design advice.  Apply 
it to your own decorating dilemma and 
with a few successes under your belt, 
you’ll become an inspiration of individ-
uality for anyone visiting your home.  

Live mindfully in the here and now.  
Let’s face it: It’s all we have anyway.  

Life is always in transition, so decorate 
around your current needs.  

Unless you enjoy the sterility of a col-
orless environment, don’t live your 
whole life in black and white.  If you 
can make a lifelong commitment to an-
other human being, certainly you can 
find the courage to commit to a deco-
rating style.  Yes, you are going to have 
failures, but they will, however, be out-
weighed by successes.   

Surround yourself with as much luxury 
as you can afford.  Self-indulgence is not 
selfishness. Since we spend 1/3 of our 
lives in bed, start with great bedding.  

Matchy match, NO.  Mix and match, YES!  
Resist the safeness of “cookie cutter” fur-
niture.  Your home’s interior should be 
ever-evolving ... just like you!  Incorporat-
ing antiques with new furniture or tradi-
tional with contemporary is O.K.  (Check 
out Resa James Home at 198 Main Street, 
everything is one of a kind.)  

At the risk of sounding redundant, buy 
what you love, without justification. You’ll 
always find a home for whatever it is.  

And, finally, relax. It’s just decorating.  
Fear not, the decorating police is just an 
urban myth used to scare housewives.  

Own your uniqueness, celebrate it and 
let that spill over in your decorating.  
Smile.  See? You’re already on the right 
track.

brick exterior was completely tuck-
pointed with the help of Hefel’s broth-
ers, Jeff, Jim and Jay.  Inside, the bar was 
gutted.  “We took it down to the bare 
bones,” said Hefel.  A drop ceiling was 
removed.  Walls were taken down to the 
brick.  Layers of flooring were torn out, 
revealing floor joists that were nearly 
a foot out of level from the front to the 
back.  “One of those things you don’t 
want to learn,” admits Hefel.  

But the floor substructure was leveled 
and hardwood flooring installed.  A 
hardwood and stainless steel bar was 
constructed opposite Bodine’s original 
layout.  Toilets were relocated.  Custom 
stairs with sweeping curves leading up 
to the backroom dance floor were con-
structed.  The entire space was wired 
for sound and the four large-screen flat-
panel television monitors.  In short, the 
entire space was re-imagined.  

“We wanted to go with a Prohibition-era 
look, updated to modern,” explained He-
fel. “We wanted something that would 
stand the test of time.”  Utilizing the his-
toric brick of the building, the décor com-
bines 1930s art deco elements with sleek, 
modern lines.  Along the wall opposite 
the bar is a row of black, high-backed, 
button-upholstered half round booths.  
Above them is a row of industrial-styled 
galvanized steel wall sconces mounted 
to the exposed brick wall. Pressed tin 
ceiling panels are chrome coated and in-
stalled in framed borders reflecting fiber 
optic light that revolves through a spec-
trum of colors.  You really have to see this 
place at night to appreciate the full ef-

fect of the décor and lighting.  In keeping 
with the clean lines of the space the only 
other decorations are a framed American 
flag and the “Double Bubble” neon sign 
salvaged from Bodine’s.  

Achieving such a dramatic transforma-
tion does not happen overnight.  After 
fourteen months of renovation employ-
ing the talents of a variety of subcontrac-
tors, and a variety of injuries and other 
challenges along the way, Frommelt and 
Hefel realized their dream with the open-
ing of Gin Rickeys in September.  The 
project earned the partners Dubuque 
Main Street’s award for Best Total Reha-
bilitation and will be nominated to the 
state competition next year.  

The upscale atmosphere draws a diverse 
clientele, from neighborhood residents, 
to bankers enjoying a round after work, 
to the crowd of young people dancing 
to the mix of dance music spun by DJ 
Mark Spangler every Friday and Satur-
day night.  “We get everybody,” says 
Frommelt, excited by the success of the 
bar and the diverse crowd they draw. 
“We do it because we love it.”

Gin Rickeys is open Tuesdays through 
Thursdays from 3 p.m. to 2 a.m. and 
Fridays and Saturdays from 4 p.m. to 2 
a.m.  For more information, call 563-
588-0063.  

Gin Rickeys
Continued from page 24
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by Nick Klenske

High school reunions do not excite me.  Who 
needs them?  We all did our time, why relive it?  
When I get the sudden urge to contact a high 
school buddy I simply log onto MySpace and 
send off a short, to the point “hello.”  It gets 
the job done while successfully avoiding those 
awkward periods of silence when you and a 
barely recognizable classmate both stand 
staring into empty beer bottles, discussing 
the weather and secretly plotting how best to 
move on to the next awkward conversation.  

Being socially awkward as is, I typically do my 
best to avoid purposely placing myself in such 
social settings.  Nonetheless, I decided to attend 
my reunion.  However, this was not your typical 
reunion, as the invitations were sent to a select 
and chosen few.  It was a reunion of the secret-
society sorts. Our gathering was held late at 
night, in a small corner room located at the end 
of a long, empty hallway of the Holiday Inn.  The 
room’s walls were cluttered with magic-marker 
colored political propaganda and the tables 
covered with aging photographs of frizzy-haired 
youth.  Inside, I joined this gathering of high-
school superpowers.  We were the movers, the 
shakers, and the geeks who thought something 
called a “spirit stick” was nothing short of 
a sacred icon.  I was at the Hempstead High 
School Student Government reunion.  

Like everyone else in the room, in high school 
I was a genuine Max Fischer.  I was involved in 
everything.  I was vice president of the student 
body, president of the young democrats, 
president of the cultural diversity club, captain 
of the cross-country squad, member of the track 
team, and student representative to the Student/
Teacher Advisory Council.  I played trumpet in 
both the marching and jazz bands, donned an 
embarrassingly revealing Speedo for the swim 
team and was a founding father of the fictitious 
Six-Pack Club (which, I must add, became one 
of the largest clubs at school).  Being involved 
was my way of making a difference. I was a 
revolutionary, leading a revolution that would 
rock the cubicle walls of Hempstead High and 
send waves of change around the world-or at 

least end the prohibition against drinking soda 
in classrooms.

So what the hell happened?  Instead of being 
obsessive-compulsively involved in everything, 
I now find myself highly selective in my 
community service endeavors.  For the things I am 
involved in, I go out of my way to avoid monthly 
meetings - even going as far as volunteering to 
clean out the cat’s litter box, something that has 
been neglected since I used this toxic chore 
as an excuse for missing last month’s meeting.  
Today involvement equates to less time to do the 
important things in life, such as eating, drinking 
or watching 1 vs. 100 in disbelief that Bob Saget 
will just not go away.  So what happened to my 
initiative?  Who stopped the Nick revolution?

I’ll tell you what happened. Time happened.  Or 
more appropriately, time stopped happening.  
In high school, time seemed infinite, there often 
being too much of it.  To fill up time, I became 
involved.  But, as time goes by there becomes 
significantly less of it.  It goes from being the 
cause of boredom to being a cherished luxury.  
Time becomes a limited resource that, unlike 
other limited resources, is not hoarded by a 
small, impoverished nation that can be readily 
invaded and available for the taking.  All in all, 
the situation seems a bit hopeless.

But not for me.  My student government reunion 
has inspired me. I will once again raise the 
flag of revolution. I will become involved in 
anything that needs involvement and usher in 
an era of change.  I will take to the streets and 
fight such injustices as prejudice, poverty, and 
the forced unemployment of East Dubuque 
strippers.  “My revolution may not be televised 
but it will most certainly be heard,” I declare as 
I march into my office chanting Twisted Sister’s 
“We’re Not Gonna Take It.” Grabbing my daily 
schedule I sit down to plan the revolution.  “Not 
this week,” I mumble as I scan the page for a 
blank space.  “Ooh, next week looks bad with 
that luncheon and haircut.”  I keep flipping, 
and flipping, until I finally find a small, single-
spaced half-hour time slot over lunch where I 
lightly pencil in “viva la revolution.”     

Stranger In a Strange Land
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Oh, yes, Galena is totally rocking the 
nouveau world. There’ll be a nouveau 
luncheon throughout Galena, featuring 
peasant stew (served in hollowed-out 
French bread), cheeses, fruit and one 
glass of the 2006 nouveau, all for the low 
price of $9.95. In addition, the nouveau 
will be $3.50 per glass or $15 per bottle 
during the luncheon. And where will this 
luncheon be, you ask? Here’s the coolest 
part: It’s darned near everywhere! At noon, 
you can check out Boone’s Place (above 
the winery) or Fried Green Tomatoes. At 
12:30, it’s Gobbies. At 1 p.m., you can 
check out the DeSoto House Hotel and 
at 1:30, you can mosey on over to Vinny 
Vanucchi’s. And for those of you who 
might be inclined for a later lunch, your 
needs will be served by The Irish Cottage 
(featuring Irish music and dancers, too!). 
Reservations are required, and you can 
find the phone numbers for all those plac-
es in the black sidebar.

That’s not all that’s going on in Galena 
that day, though. There will be a nouveau 
wine and cheese reception over at Benja-
min’s, featuring karaoke hosted by Johnny 
Walker, and also over at the Paradise Bar 
& Grille, with live music from 365’s fa-
vorite bald man in the whole wide world, 

Ralph Kluseman. And the day will finally 
come to a close at the Ramada Inn out 
on the west side of town, with live mu-
sic from We’re Late and Smell Like Beer 
starting around 8 p.m.-ish. (It’s -ish be-
cause, you know, the music starts when 
it starts!)

We expect your presence. Anything less 
will represent a massive disappointment, 
and you’ll make everyone in Galena cry. 
That wouldn’t be very nice.

Make Your Reservations
Noon - Boone’s Place, 515 S Main St 
above winery (815)777-4488

Noon - Fried Green Tomatoes 213 N. 
Main St (815) 777-3938

12:30 - Gobbies, 219 N Main St (815) 
777-0243

1:00 - DeSoto House Hotel 230 S 
Main St 777-0090

1:30  - Vinny Vanucchi’s 201 S Main 
St (815) 777-8100

4:30 -  The Irish Cottage 9853 US Rt 
20 (815) 776-0707

Feeling a little  
crystalicious?
So there’s this place in Galena called 
the Bead Bar. Maybe you’ve heard of it 
... given that there are bead workshops 
and events going on all the time ‘round 
there. But there’s one coming up that 
you might want to mark on your calen-
dar, as it’s a pretty unique event.

You ever heard of Swarovski Crystal? 
It’s the company that pioneered the au-
tomatic cutting machine at the end of 
the 19th century. Swarovski crystal is 
world-renowned for its quality and its 
beauty ... and now, you have a chance 
to hold it with your paws and play with 
it, and by play with it we mean make 
some really neat jewelry out of it.

On Tuesday, November 21, you can 
attend the Sterling and Swarovski 
Crystal Mother’s Bracelet workshop 
at the Bead Bar. You can design your 
very own bracelet with sterling silver 
letter beads, Swarovski crystals and 
just about any other bead-related ap-
paratus that you find ... and you can 

make either a single or a double-strand 
bracelet. Options! How amazing!  And 
this would make a fantastic Christmas 
gift for Mom ... or for just about anyone 
else who’d dig a crystal bracelet. The 
price of the class is $20 plus the cost of 
selected materials, and the workshop 
will run from 1 until 3 p.m.

There will also be similar sessions on 
December 1, December 5 and De-
cember 10. Reservations are required 
for all classes, and you can make res-
ervations by phone by calling 815-
777-4080. Visa and MasterCard are 
accepted. The Bead Bar, for the record, 
is located at 109 N. Main St. in Ga-
lena. For more information, call at the 
number above or drop them an e-mail 
at galenabeadbar@msn.com.

Come Cook With Me!
Let’s face it: We’ve all had 
our kitchen-related disas-
ters. The omelet that needed 
eighteen eggs because you 
dropped the first fifteen, the 
pasta that you overcooked 
so badly that it became soup, 
the frozen pizza that became 
a black brick of death because 
you fell asleep on the couch ... 
it happens. The Great Galena 
Cookery, however, is aiming to 
hopefully eliminate such disasters 
... or, at the very least, limit them 
to one per month.

It’s a program called Come Cook 
With Me, and it’s a hands-on rec-
reational cooking class that’s held 
on Thursday and Friday evenings. 
You get to work in a gourmet 
kitchen with an herb garden right 
at your disposal, and you get to 
learn a wide variety of cooking 
styles and techniques in a special-
ly crafted class environment that 
you certainly aren’t going to get 
from reading your mom’s cook-
book cover-to-cover. You pre-
pare a full-featured array of food: 

We’re not talking grilled cheese and 
mashed potatoes, here. 

The upcoming two-day No-
vember 30 / December 1 
class, both days at 6:30 
p.m., will cover a Holi-
day Appetizer Buffet. 
Students will learn how 
to prepare a pretty wide 
assortment of foods, in-

cluding artichoke crab 
cheesecake, flaxseed 

crackers, beef samosas, 
cucumber with dill cheese 

and shrimp, chicken salad in 
cheese puffs, eggplant, tomato 
and feta bruschetta and lobster 
with a citrus sesame glaze.

How’s about making some of 
those to show off to your in-
laws the next time they’re in 
town? 

Reservations are required for 
Come Cook With Me, and 
seating is limited to 8 students. 
So call early! Reservations 
can be made over the phone 
with a Visa or a MasterCard 
by calling 815-777-1556.

http://www.galenalife.com
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Christmas bells 
are ringing...
The Galena Area Chamber of Com-
merce, in collaboration with U.S. 
Cellular, Galena Stauss Fitness Cen-
ter and the City of Galena, will 
be hosting the 1st Annual 
Holiday Jingle Bell Walk on 
December 2.

It’s both an easy and fun fitness 
walk as well as a great opportunity 

to shop in downtown Galena ... which 
is never a bad thing. Check-in and 

same-day registration will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. on the morning of 
the walk, and the big man him-
self, Santa Claus, will kick off 

the walk at 10:30 a.m. The walk 

route is going to take you past every 
store on Main Street, so if you’ve been 
itching to check out a particular Ga-
lena shop, now’s a great opportunity. 
All participating stores will be listed 
on the Galena Chamber’s Web site, 
and they’ll also have colorful window 
signs to let walkers know who’s a part 

of the deal.

Every participant will receive a set 
of two jingle bells, and after it’s all 
said and done, you’ll also receive a 

24-inch holiday wreath (with lights!) 
that can be used to decorate downtown 
in a festive, Christmasey manner.

For more information, call 
the Galena Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at  
815-777-9050.

http://www.galenalife.com
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So there’s been this little project going 
on for a while now, about three years. 
It’s all about making an effort to reach 
out to artists in Southwest Wisconsin, 
giving them networking, education, 
marketing and partnership opportuni-
ties. It’s all about identifying fine arts 
as a resource and a tool for a com-
munity, a resource for bringing about 
some positive change. Essentially, it’s 
about building the arts. Guess what it’s 
called?

ArtsBuild has been building a network 
of more than 400 artists, legislators, 
agencies, organizations and other 
partners in an effort to help bolster 
the economy of Southwest Wisconsin. 
And now, after doing such a fantastic 
job, it’s gotten some fine recognition.

ArtsBuild was recently recognized and 
honored with the 2006 University of 
Wisconsin-Extension Award for Excel-
lence in Civic Engagement - in Eng-

lish, getting out there and getting 
people involved in their commu-
nities. It’s a big award and it’s kind 
of a big deal for ArtsBuild.

“Over the past three years, Arts-
Build has engaged hundreds of 
citizens in conversations about 
their future – and the future of 

their communities,” said UW-P Asso-
ciate Vice Chancellor David Van Bu-
ren. “The program has proven to be an 
effective mix of business support and 
community organization.” 

Through multiple sessions in commu-
nities, dubbed SmART Communities 
sessions, ArtsBuild has been culling 
local artists and finding out exactly 
what needs to be done to help main-
tain and improve the already thriving 
arts communities in the area. And it’s 
still an ongoing program, always look-
ing for new thoughts. Are you a South-
west Wisconsin artist? Do you have a 
voice that needs to be heard? Do you 
have a perspective on the arts commu-
nity and what can be done to help it? 
Get involved! Contact Heidi Dyas-Mc-
Beth, the coordinator of the ArtsBuild 
program, at dyasmc@uwplatt.edu, or 
by phone at 608-342-1314.

The symphonic 
sounds of Platteville
So the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 
which, as some of you may know, has this 
little thing about having a whole boatload 
of music stuff going on all the time, is 
gearing up for a few pretty cool events.

The first is a pair of performances by Jeff 
Coffin. You may or may not have heard 
of him ... he did win a Grammy, after 
all. He’s a saxophonist for Bela Fleck 
and the Flecktones, and he’s been fill-
ing that role since 1997. As a saxophon-
ist, Coffin has been on stage with some 
pretty big names in music, like Garth 
Brooks, Van Morrison, the Dave Mat-
thews Band and Branford Marsalis. He’s 
also a composer, crafting music that 
draws from African music, Indian ragas, 
folk, jazz, funk and New Orleans soul. 
So he’s kind of a big deal. 

For his Platteville performances, set for 
November 20 and 21, Coffin will be per-
forming alongside the Faculty Jazz Combo 
and the Pioneer Jazz Orchestra (that’ll be 
in the November 20 show), with big band 
classics from folks like Duke Ellington 

and Gordon Goodwin, and then on No-
vember 21, he’ll be joined by the Faculty 
Jazz Combo and Jazz I, performing music 
from Ellington, George Gershwin, Miles 
Davis and Oscar Hammerstein. Both of 
the concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. and 
are free and open to the public.

And on November 30, the UW-P Sym-
phony Band will be putting on a live 
show in the Richard and Helen Brodbeck 
Concert Hall, beginning at 7:30 p.m. The 
set list is pretty eclectic, beginning with 
“The Florentiner,” a European march, 
followed by the “Canterbury Chorale” 
by Jan Van der Roost (no, we don’t know 
how to pronounce that, either). That por-
tion of the concert will close with “Varia-
tions on a Folk Song.” Once the intermis-
sion is over, the audience will be greeted 
by David Gillingham’s “The Echo Never 
Fades,” featuring Allen Cordingley, UW-
P’s new professor of saxophone. And 
finally, to close out the night, the sym-
phony band will perform “Of Sailors and 
Whales,” a five-movement work based 
on Herman Melville’s Moby Dick, com-
posed by W. Francis McBeth.  This con-
cert, too, is free and open to the public 
... so get out of the house and check out 
some live music, Wisconsin-style!

http://www.plattevillelife.com
http://www.2000movies.com
http://www.bricktowndubuque.com
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THE ANSWERS! - Questions on page 6

1. Jamie’s Wine Gallery and 365’s former neigh-
bors, Hardin-Phelps Men’s Clothing both expand-
ed to the 1000 block of Main Street.

2. It’s a funicular elevator, which begs the ques-
tion: What does that even mean?

3. There are 10,700 students in Dubuque com-
munity schools.

4. Greg Gumbel is proud to be a Duhawk.

5. It was the first climate-controlled mall, so you 
can shop for jewelry and your wallet’s the only 
thing sweating.

6. Jay Berwanger took the Heisman Trophy home.

7. Hosta garden. What on Earth is a hosta?

8. They’re a hockey team. You already knew that, 
because you saw the 365ink cover in October.

9. English, Spanish, Royal French, Republican 
French, and American. Word.

10. If you answered anything but “ketchup,” Tim 
is weeping uncontrollably now.
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