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February is for lovers. For the rest of you, 
February is pretty much a big turd burger 
you have to endure until St. Patrick’s Day. 
But not anymore. 365’s going to do our 
small part to put some fun into this most 
desolate of winter months, and we’ve 
recruited some help to get the job done.
 
It’s called FREEBIE FEBRUARY and it’s all 
about giving you FREE STUFF!

365 and the Diamond Jo Casino have joined 
forces to bring you thousands of dollars in 
great swag all month long. Every single day 
we’ll be giving away two prize packages: 
one from 365 and one from the Diamond 
Jo. They’re exactly alike and you can sign-
up for both every day. And since we’re only 
allowing a person to win once during the 
month, that means a lot of winners!
 
Prizes include all kinds of great stuff, including 
concert tickets, restaurant gift certificates to 
great venues in the Diamond Jo including the 
Woodfire Grill, as well as awesome food from 
around Dubuque, from the Pepper Sprout to 
the Athenian Grill and more. Plus Mindframe 
movies tickets, comedy tickets, and real 
tangible stuff, like beauty items, clothing and 
the list goes on…. Trust us, it’s all cool, fun 
stuff. Come on, it’s from 365 and the Diamond 
Jo. You know it’s going to be good!
 
What’s the catch? There’s isn’t one. Well, 
that’s a total lie. There’s always a catch. But 
it’s really much, more of an ulterior motive, 
or as I like to think of it, a silver lining for us. 
You know, the payoff for us giving you all of 
our worldly possessions. In fact, I really think 
that our payoff for all of this is, in the end, 
actually a benefit to you. We’re growing our 
social media reach as well as our Livewire 
subscriber list. We do that so we can tell 
more people each and every week about all 
of the great stuff going on in the tri-states.
 
Think about it. The crappy e-mail newsletters 
you get from all of those companies and 
you don’t know how they got your name? 
Imagine an e-mail every Friday morning that 

brings you a concise and tidy gift-wrapped 
recap of all of the great stuff there is to 
do this weekend. Arts, concerts, festivals, 
educational events, sports, nightlife, and 
area live music. You don’t have to drag 
around this big copy of 365ink everywhere 
you go. You can even open that lovely little 
e-mail on your cell phone.
 
We’re also building the Facebook fan lists for 
Dubuque365.com as well as The Diamond Jo 
Casino and Mississippi Moon Bar. When news 
and opportunities break at 365, our Facebook 
page is often the first and fastest tool we 
use to share the love. About 5000 people 
already include our Facebook updates in 
their day-long Facebook-status-checking 
addiction. We’d love you to be one of them. 
While everyone else is posting pictures of 
cats saying “LOLZ!” in all-caps IMPACT font 
or hating on one political party or the other, 
we’re telling you cool stuff about what’s 
happening in your community around you.
 
So how do you win all this stuff? Just hop 
on Facebook and “Like” Dubuque365.com, 
The Diamond Jo Casino, and the Mississippi 
Moon Bar. Watch for our posts every day, 
announcing that day’s FEBRUARY FREEBIES, 
do what it says, and you’re registered to 
win. Likewise, join the 365Livewire E-mail 
list (You can do it from the link on the home 
page of Dubuque365.com or click “Join My 
List” in the left column of our Facebook 
page. Every Monday, we will draw an extra 
special bonus winner from among all of the 
people who actually opened the Livewire 
that weekend. (P.S. - You must display the 
e-mail’s images in order to be counted 
for the contest.) That’s it. Don’t even do 
anything special. Just actually READ the 
Livewire. Heck, just open it. Get some sweet 
down-lo on Saturday night and WIN! Let the 
games begin! In fact, they already have...
 
- - - 

For all the scouts that heaven claimed too 
soon, there is now the finest of leaders to 
guide your path to the next adventure and 
see that their fires always stay lit, just as the 
fire of his life will always warm the hearts 
of those he leaves on Earth. Good night 
to my uncle and friend, Dan Holloway. “A 
hundred years from now it will not matter 
what my bank account was, the sort of 
house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove. 
But the world may be different, because I 
was important in the life of a boy.”   
 - Forest E. Witcraft, Scout Leader.

{ bryce’s inkubator } there once was a duck named marlene....
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The Tale of Bunny Cotton-Tail
Sat. Feb. 4, 1:00 p.m.  
Dubuque Museum of Art 
A free, family-friendly program will be 
presented at the Dubuque Museum 
of art on Saturday, February 4 at 1 
p.m. Bunny Cotton-Tail is a hand and 
rod puppet show based on a story by 
Laura Rountree Smith, a Platteville chil-
dren’s author and schoolteacher who 
wrote Beatrix Potter-like stories. Bun-
ny’s adventures with his friend, Susan 
Rabbit, take him to a cabbage patch 
and the inside of a farmer’s gunny 
sack. He listens to a wise old owl, saves 
Susan from a little girl’s doll bed, and 
outsmarts the dreaded fox.

The Magic Flute 
The Grand Opera House  
Saturday, February 4, 7:30 p.m. 
The Des Moines Metro Opera presents 
on of Mozart’s mostpopular operas, a 
delightful commentary on love, forgive-
ness, tolerance and the brotherhood of 
mankind. Adult tickets are $20. To encour-
age young musicians to experience “The 
Magic Flute” the Grand will offer $10 stu-
dent tickets. The show will be staged and 
sung in English. Tickets are available on-
line at www.thegrandoperahouse.com , 
by calling 563-588-1305 or in person at the 
box office until showtime.

Opening Doors Trivia Night 
Friday, February 10  
Knights of Columbus Hall 
Opening Doors invites trivia lovers to test 
their wits at their Trivia Night fundraiser Fri-
day, February 10 from 7 p.m. at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall located at 781 Locust 
Street. The trivia competition will feature 10 
rounds of trivia, a 50/50 raffle, prizes, food 
and fun. The entry fee is $12 per person (8 

per team) in advance, and $15 at the door.  
Register in advance online at www.open-
ingdoorsdbq.org, or call Maria House at 
563-582-7480. Registration will also take 
place at the door the night of the event. 

Humane Society Garage Sale
Tickets on sale Feb. 10 
Start clearing out your attics and closets 
to support our furry friends, because the 
Dubuque Regional Humane Society’s 12th 
Annual Garage Sale is almost here! The 
garage sale will be held at the Dubuque 
National Guard Armory on Friday, March 9 
from 3-7 p.m. and Saturday, March 10 from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tickets will go on sale start-
ing February 10 at the Humane Society’s 
main shelter at 175 N Crescent Ridge and 
at the Kennedy Mall location. For more 
info about donating items to the garage 
sale, or to view a gallery of pets looking for 
new homes, visit www.dbqhumane.org.

Winter Jazz & Blues Festival 
Feb. 10 & 18 
The Winter Jazz and Blues Festival, spon-
sored by the Dubuque Arts Council, will 
present two concerts in February. Call (563) 
556-7748 for ticket information. On Friday, 
February 10 at 7 p.m., Jazz Classics at the 
Grand will feature the music of local favor-
ites in concert at the Grand Opera House. 
Enjoy performances by the Paul Hemmer 
Trio, Larry Busch and the Dixieland All-
Stars, and the Ken Kilian Saxtet. Tickets 
$20, includes appetizers and dessert. The 
final Winter Jazz and Blues Concert on Sat-
urday, February 18 will spotlight the talent 
of local college and university musicians at 

the Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium. 
Jazz ensembles from Loras College, Clarke 
University, the University of Dubuque and 
UW-Platteville will perform from 7 to 10 
p.m. Admission is $10 per person. Food 
and beverages will be available for pur-
chase, plus games and great music. 

Lancaster Winterfest 
Sat. Feb. 11  
Grant County Fairgrounds 
The Lancaster Area Chamber of Commerce 
will sponsor a new Winterfest event at the 
Grant County Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
February 11. Activities will include Human 
Dog Sled Races, a Soup Bowl Competition, 
and more. It promises to be an afternoon 
and evening full of fun!  They are currently 
seeking food vendors and Winterfest vol-
unteers. If you are interested, call or email 
the chamber at (608) 723-2820 or cham-
ber@lancasterwisconsin.com.

Hawaiian Luau Fundraiser  
Sat. Feb. 11, 11 a.m.  
Midtown Marina, East Dubuque 
St. Mark Community Center, in con-
junction with Midtown Marina of East 
Dubuque, regrets to announce that this 
year’s Ice Golf Classic has been cancelled. 
Instead, a Hawaiian Luau themed fund-
raising event will be held at the Marina 
on Saturday, February 11 beginning at 
11 a.m. and lasting throughout the after-
noon and evening. There will be a wide 
variety of indoor and outdoor activities, 
including bean bags, euchre, ladder ball 
toss, a golf chipping contest, and a live 
DJ, with food and drinks available for 
purchase. The event will feature a raffle 
as well as a 50/50 drawing. Prizes will 
include a plasma 3D television, a Flex-
steel leather recliner and cash prizes. St. 
Mark’s invites anyone to come out and 
show their support for the children of 
the Dubuque, and encourages everyone 
to dress in the Hawaiian Luau theme for 
this year’s event. The cost is a suggested 
$20 donation at the door. All proceeds go 
to St. Mark Community Center to ben-
efit the organization’s before and after 
school programs, as well as their summer 
program, all of which combine to serve 
over 250 area students.

Championship Bull Riding 
Feb. 11 & 12, 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Arena 
See the bulls up close and talk to real 
cowboys when Championship Bull Rid-
ing comes to Five Flags Arena on Feb-
ruary 11-12. The most dangerous sport 
in the world, it’s a cowboy matched up 
with a ton of beef on the hoof. More than 
thirty bull riders will nod their heads and 
try for the eight second buzzer. Fans will 
see the best bull riders ride twice, plus 
bullfighters, funny rodeo clowns, and 
specialty entertainment. This event is 
sanctioned by the Bull Riders of America 
Association. Visit www.fiveflagscenter.
com for tickets.

Dubuque Main Street  
Downtown Business PM  
Tuesday, February 21 
Dubuque Main Street invites everyone to 
“Come On Down” to the 2012 Downtown 
Business PM, this year with a game show 
theme.  The annual downtown business 
and organization tradeshow co-hosted 
by Dubuque Main Street and Dubuque 
Area Chamber of Commerce will be held 
Tuesday, February 21 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Hotel Julien Dubuque.  Main Street is 
now accepting registration from partici-
pating vendors.

The Downtown Business PM always 
proves to be one of the best-attended 
and most fun events on the Chamber 

luau party? comeoniwannalaya!{ community events }
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daffyduckodills.{ community events }
calendar, due in part to the wacky booth 
decorations and costumes inspired by a 
new theme each year, with Game Shows 
being this year’s theme. Prizes, free food 
and beverages add to the fun, including 
prize packages for “Best Dressed” Female, 
Male and Booth.  Booth sponsors will be 
giving away door prizes as well so don’t 

forget your business cards!

American Cancer Society   
Daffodil Days 
Order by Feb. 20 
Give daffodils. Give hope. Spring is coming 

early this year – and so are the American 
Cancer Society Daffodil Days. Dubuque 
County residents have until February 20 
to place their orders for daffodils. 

“With Daffodil Days, the hope goes 
beyond the symbol of the flowers – you 
know that with every bouquet you order, 
you’re making an actual difference in 
the lives of real people fighting cancer,” 
according to Jodi Federspiel, of the Amer-
ican Cancer Society. Ordering daffodils 
for friends, customers, and employees 
can brighten their days, desks, or din-
ner tables, and the proceeds help fund 
the American Cancer Society’s mission 
to eliminate cancer as a major health 
problem.  

Make a minimum $10 donation to the 
American Cancer Society to receive a 
bunch of 10 daffodils. For a $25 donation, 
the Gift of Hope bouquet is delivered 
anonymously to local cancer patients 
who are receiving treatment at medical 
centers and facilities in the community. 
Orders are now being taken by contact-
ing the American Cancer Society at (563) 
583-8249.  Daffodils will be distributed 
March 13, 2012.
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Crowns: The Play 
February 3-4, 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Theater 
CROWNS, a stand-up-and-testify musi-
cal based on the book by Michael Cun-
ningham and Craig Marberry, focuses on 
Yolanda, a young Brooklyn girl who is sent 
down South to stay with her grandmother. 
As Yolanda encounters her grandmother 
and her grandmother’s friends in the ritu-
als of preparing for and going to Sunday 
church service, she begins to discover con-
nections to older traditions and a deeper 
spirituality. Hats are everywhere—in 
exquisite variety—and the characters use 
the hats to tell tales concerning everything 
from the etiquette of hats to their historical 
and contemporary social function. There 
is a hat for every occasion, from flirting 
to churchgoing to funerals to baptisms, 
and the tradition of hats is traced back to 
African rituals and slavery and forward to 
the New Testament and current fashion. 
CROWNS is a soul-stirring tribute to the 
unique cultural phenomenon that fuses 
faith with fashion by celebrating African-
American women and their church hats.

CROWNS features mostly gospel-style 
music starring Claudette Carter-Thomas, 
Shelli Glover, and Gerri Horrington, Peggy 
Jackson, Bridgett Boone, Lindsey Reiter 
and John Taylor with which Bruce Koto-
wich, Director of Choral Music at Loras 
College, has helped, and Chris Peterson 
(drummer) and Josh Terrell (keyboard 
player) have signed on to accompany. 
FBNP Technical Director, Tracey Richard-
son is designing the show, and Michelle 
Blanchard, costume designer, has 
immersed herself in every hat FBNP owns, 
which number in the hundreds! Tickets are 
$16 at ticketmaster.com or visit the Five 
Flags Box Office (cash or credit) M-F 10 
AM-5 PM or get tickets at the door 1 hour 
prior to performance (cash only). 

Crowns: The Exhibit 
February 1 – March 31  
Roshek Building 
In conjunction 
with the produc-
tion, the group is 
also excited to be 
hosting Michael 
Cunningham,  
photographer 
and co-author of the book from which 
CROWNS was adapted. 

In 1998, Cunningham produced a travel-
ing black and white photography exhibi-
tion, CROWNS: Portraits of Black Women in 
Church Hats. The Smithsonian’s Anacostia 
Museum featured two of the images from 

CROWNS in its exhibition entitled, Locat-
ing the Spirit in African-American Art. In 
the fall of 2000, Doubleday published a 
coffee table book on the CROWNS series 
co-authored by journalist Craig Marberry. 
The book has received enormous national 
media attention including coverage in 
the New York Times, USA Today, and the 
CBS News Sunday 
Morning Show. 
Now in its seventh 
printing, CROWNS 
has sold over 
110,000 copies. The 
theatrical produc-
tion of CROWNS has played to sold-out 
audiences across the U.S. and Canada, and 
is currently still on tour. 

Crowns: Lecture  
/ Book Signing 
Saturday, February 4, 1 p.m. 
Roshek Building 
Since the release of 
CROWNS, Cunningham has 
made dozens of presenta-
tions across the country as 
well as releasing three more 
books. Cunningham will 
present a free lecture in the 

main lobby of the Roshek Building that 
provides insight into his photographic 
work and his love for black and white 
photography. He integrates photog-

raphy tips and tricks 
into lecture with a little 
bit of history and a lot 
of appreciation for the 
culture and traditions 
he has captured on film 
and digitally. He is won-
derfully articulate and 
very approachable in 
explaining each element 
of his work and insight.

i know what it’s like to wear lots of hats.{ fly by night: crowns }

Fly-By-Night Prod. presents:   
CROWNS: Three Arts Events
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{ symphony events } he’s the man who killed moe zart!

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra pres-
ents works by Mozart and Brahms at its 
next concert set on February 11 and 12 
at the historic Five Flags Theater. Miriam 
Fried, recognized as one of today’s major 
violin virtuosos, will star in the Brahms 
Violin Concerto during the second half.

Miriam Fried has played with virtually 
every major orchestra in the United States 
and Europe and has been a frequent guest 
with the principal orchestras of Boston, 
Chicago, Philadelphia and New York, as 
well as the Israel Philharmonic, the London Symphony, 
the Royal Philharmonic and the Vienna Symphony.

Fried is on the faculty of New England Conservatory and 
the Artistic Director of the Steans Institute at Ravinia, the 
oldest outdoor music festival in the United States.

Music Director and Conductor, William Intriligator, was 
introduced to Miriam through a friend and while at the 
festival last year and sat in on some of her classes. Their 
conversation led to her guest appearance with the DSO.

“I asked if she could recommend one of her students to 
perform the Brahms Violin Concerto and I was pleasantly 
surprised when she said she’d be interested doing it,” said 
Intriligator. “She is now focused on teaching and cham-

ber music, but she used to guest solo with 
major orchestras around the world. Dur-
ing that time she played the piece over 
150 times.”

The concert opens with Mozart’s Over-
ture to Don Giovanni. Clearly identified 
with the famous opera, the mood is first 
dramatic but turns bright and lively. 
Mozart’s Symphony No. 39 follows. It is 
one of his three final symphonies. They 
were composed in just 6 weeks’ time and 
never performed during Mozart’s lifetime. 
The music on this program, including 

the Brahms concerto, can be previewed online at www.
DubuqueSymphony.org.

Performances are Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 
2:00 p.m. Single tickets range from $12 to $46 and can be 
purchased in person at the Five Flags Center box office, 
at any Ticketmaster retail outlet (including the Hy-Vee on 
Dodge Street) or by visiting www.DubuqueSymphony.
org. Discounted $6 student tickets will be available in the 
Five Flags Theater lobby one hour prior to each perfor-
mance. Maestro Intriligator will also present a free pre-
concert lecture at 1:15 p.m. on Sunday.

DSO Sounds Bites Lunch  
Fri. Feb. 10, 11:30 a.m.  
Dubuque Golf & Country Club 
Enjoy a Dubuque Symphony Orchestra Sound Bites 
Lunch at the Dubuque Golf & Country Club, followed by 
a pre-concert discussion with Maestro Intriligator. Guest 
artist Miriam Fried will take part in the discussion and play 
her violin. Lunch is from 11:30 to 1:00 p.m. and the cost is 
$12.50. Reservations are due Tuesday, February 7 by call-
ing the Symphony office at (563) 557-1677.

DSO Musical Musings  
Sun. Feb. 12  
Five Flags Theater 
Maestro Intriligator of the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
will give a brief lecture about that afternoon’s Mozart & 
Brahms concert at 1:15 p.m. in Five Flags Theater. You may 
sit in any seat available during the discussion, and then 
move to your assigned seat for the concert.

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra  
presents Mozart and Brahms 
Featuring Violinist Miriam Fried  
February 11-12, Five Flags Theater
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if you’re lucky enough to be irish, then you’re lucky enough!{ cover story: gaelic storm }

Gaelic Storm  
Valentine’s Day Concert 
Tuesday, February 14 
Five Flags Theater

Whether you have Irish heritage in your family or not, it’s no 
secret that Dubuque loves Irish rock band Gaelic Storm.  And if 
the band’s history of rousing local performances is any indica-
tor, Gaelic Storm loves Dubuque.  So what better way to cel-
ebrate that love than a special Valentine’s Day concert? Gaelic 
Storm will perform at Five Flags Theater, Tuesday, February 14 
at 7:30 p.m.  The concert is one of nearly 50 the band will per-
form on the “St. Patrick’s Tour” that began in January and will 
stretch through March.  

A favorite performer at Dubuque’s Irish Hooley, Gaelic Storm 
came together in 1995 at O’Brien’s Irish Pub and Restaurant in 
Santa Monica, California.  Vocalist, accordion player and “resi-
dent Irishman” Patrick Murphy, manager at O’Brien’s at the 
time, joined with guitarist Steve Twigger to create the original 
group which began playing monthly gigs at the pub.  

From those humble beginnings, Gaelic Storm shot to world-
wide fame after appearing as the Irish party band in the ship’s 

steerage in James Cameron’s 1997 blockbuster film Titanic.  
While the exposure was unquestionably good for the band 
with international touring opportunities to follow, Gaelic 
Storm has built a career with a straightforward approach not 
unlike the band playing “an Irish party in third class.”  Regular 
touring and a series of well-received albums has earned Gaelic 
Storm a large and loyal fan base.  

The band is known for their rousing, celebratory live perfor-
mances. “We are first and foremost a live band,” said guitarist 
Steve Twigger in promotional materials.  “We got together to 
play music, to enjoy ourselves and enjoy being out with the 
audience. As the world has gotten darker, people have come 
and found us as a means to escape.”

While you don’t have to be Irish to be a fan, Gaelic Storm takes 
pride in leading the celebration of Irish culture for the mil-
lions of Irish-Americans who identify with their Celtic heritage 
at festivals and events around the country.  “I brought a few 
friends over from Ireland for the Irish Festival in Milwaukee,” 
singer and storyteller Patrick Murphy recalls, “and after three 
days of seeing people with elaborate Celtic knot tattoos and 
Irish flags on their shoulders, these guys were in shock about 
the amount of Irish pride people displayed here in America.”  

Despite their hardworking touring schedule, Gaelic Storm has 
managed to release seven studio albums plus the 2003 com-
pilation Special Reserve. After the band’s first three albums 
on the Virgin/EMI label, Gaelic Storm has rocked it DIY style, 
releasing four CDs on their own Lost Again Records label and 
taking on all aspects of the production including designing all 
their own album art, posters and advertisements, and manag-
ing all their own merchandising, bookkeeping and marketing.  

In fact, Gaelic Storm has been back in the studio working on a 
new record, set to be released later this year.  “We spent most 
of December and part of January hibernating in our record-
ing studio down in Austin, TX, but don’t worry, the time was 
very well spent,” writes percussionist Ryan Lacey on the band’s 
blog.  “Everyone in the band sounds amazing on our new 

record, and the parts we have been laying down are great!  The 
record is about 85% done and we are all super excited by how 
it’s turning out.  We really took free range to be ourselves on 
this one.  It looks like it’s going to be released in the early part 
of summer, but seeing how far away that is, we will be releas-
ing our first single in March.  The song is yet to be determined 
because it is so hard to narrow it down and pluck out just one.  
Whatever the track is, we guarantee that when you hear it, 
you’ll feel like you’ve got an electrifying and intense punch in 
the gut (meant in a good way).  We are hoping that by the end 
of the album you’ll be left-hooked on it!”  

An additional note hints at the as of yet unannounced album 
title explaining that a number of words italicized in the blog 
post (laying, free range, pluck, punch, and left-hooked) allude 
to the title, challenging fans to try to figure out what the name 
might be.  We’re not sure if it has something to do with chick-
ens or boxing.  

The new album will follow Gaelic Storm’s most recent release, 
2010’s Cabbage.  An instant fan favorite, Cabbage held the 
number one position on the Billboard World Music Album 
Chart for three consecutive weeks in 2010, additionally peak-
ing at number 14 on the iTunes overall Album Chart and 
number 11 on the Billboard Independent Album Chart.  The 
CD blends Gaelic Storm’s signature Celtic rock sound with a 
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can we hooley in the dead of winter?{ cover story: gaelic storm }
variety of other roots influences, including bluegrass, Jamai-
can, African and Middle Eastern music.  

World music influences notwithstanding, Cabbage is still a col-
lection of songs that celebrate Irish heritage with songs like 
the Celtic rock anthem “Raised on Black and Tans,” a toast to 
the band’s Irish-American fans; “Space Race,” about the cul-
tural influence of Ireland in America; and “Red Hair, Green 
Eyes,” about an Irish femme fatale.  Known for drinking songs, 
the band reportedly recorded some of the tracks during a 
party in the studio, including the song “Chucky Timm.”  About 
a fan, friend, and reportedly a drinking buddy of the band, 
both Murphy and Twigger admit that the line “Here comes 
Chucky Timm, get your drinking boots on” is true to life.  

Cabbage also includes four instrumentals (“Blind Monkey,” 
“Jimmy’s Bucket,” “Crazy Eyes McGillycutty” and “Buzzards of 
Bourbon Street”) underscoring the band’s instrumental skill 
and a Celtic cover of Simon and Garfunkel’s “Cecilia.”  The 
recording was co-produced by guitarist Steve Twigger and 
percussionist Ryan Lacey.  

While Twigger is one of the original members of the band, 
Lacey joined in 2003.  Though it’s true that the quintet has 
had some rotation in its lineup over the years, Murphy, who’s 
originally from Cork, Ireland and Twigger, who’s from Coven-
try, England, remain the constant at the center of the group.  
In addition to his role as primary singer and accordion player, 
Murphy’s storytelling is the main inspiration for many of Gaelic 
Storm’s songs, with Twigger acting as the band’s principal 
songwriter. 

Following Californian Lacey’s entry into the band, pipes and 
whistle player Peter Purvis, from Ottawa, Canada, joined Gaelic 
Storm in 2004.  Fiddle player Jessie Burns, from Suffolk, Eng-
land, became the most recent member in 2007.  The current 
lineup has proven successful for the band on both of the last 
two CD releases – Cabbage and 2008’s “What’s The Rumpus?” 
– and in countless concert performances around the country.  

Lacey attributes that success to Gaelic Storm’s loyal fan base.  
“I have to say you guys are the best fans a band could ever ask 
for,” he says in the band’s blog.  “You do not only support us 
with an undying passion, but you also promote us like crazy.  
We have no radio play, no video play and no mainstream buzz 

whatsoever, but somehow, we still are able to get an amaz-
ing audience at every show.  We in the band attribute that to 
our fans, because we know without you guys spreading the 
word about us, we wouldn’t be where we are now.  So thank 
you again and again for letting people that don’t know about 
Gaelic Storm know about us!”  

But that fan loyalty doesn’t come from nowhere.  Gaelic Storm 
fans identify with the energy that comes from the band’s live 
performances and the sheer fun that the five players have on 
stage.  “We made a promise to each other that the day we stop 
having fun, we stop,” Murphy says. “If it becomes work or a 
hassle, just stop. And at the end of every year we look back and 
go, “Wow, that was a great year.” We just keep looking forward 
to the next year because each year it gets better and better.”
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hey baby, are you from tennessee, because you’re the only ten I see.{ valentine’s events }

Appreciate the special someone in your life by spending 
time together enjoying these romantic tri-state events: 

Moving Mountains, A Comedy  
Feb. 10-12  
Bell Tower Theater 
Take your sweetheart to see the comedy “Moving Mountains” 
at Bell Tower Theater, 2728 Asbury Rd. Charlie is a 67-year-old 
widower-turned-Casanova whose daughter is appalled at his 
romantic gallivanting. Charlie spends his days pursuing the 
“mature” ladies in his neighborhood who are all too happy to 
accept his advances. All, that is, except for Polly, the widow 
who just moved in next door. Why is it that we always want 
the things that we can’t have? Performances on Friday and 
Saturday Feb. 10-11 at 8 p.m., and Sunday Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets: $9.50 on Friday & Saturday, $19 on Sunday. To learn 
more or to buy tickets, visit www.belltowertheater.net. 

Chocolate Extravaganza for Habitat for Humanity 
Fri. Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 1755 Delhi St. 
Try luscious samples during a Chocolate Extravaganza fund-
raiser for Habitat for Humanity on Friday, February 10 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 1780 White Street. 
The event features chocolate, entertainment, good com-
pany, and chocolate tempering demonstrations by Paula 
Teig, owner of Chocolaterie Stam on Main Street in Dubuque. 
Rumor has it that 365ink Publisher will be making non other 

that chocolate covered bacon with sea salt at the event. So, 
you’re coming now for sure, right? Habitat for Humanity 
has been building homes in the Dubuque area for the past 
twenty years. Now Habitat needs a home. Help build it! 

Annual Buddy Holly Dance  
Sat. Feb. 11, 8 p.m.-midnight  
Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
Join the East Dubuque Drum & Bugle Corps during the 
Annual Buddy Holly Dance at the Grand Ballroom of the 
Dubuque County Fairgrounds, featuring music by Q107.5 
Classic Hits. Highlights include a dance contest, a Peggy 
Sue lookalike contest, and a best dressed 50s-style couple 
contest. Compete for prizes such as a summer mid-week 
sneak-away at Chestnut Mountain, a wood rocker, or a $100 
gift certificate. Door prizes will be awarded. Tickets are $4 in 
advance, available at the Fairgrounds or from Drum & Bugle 
Corps members. $5 at the door. For ages 21 and up. 

Romantic River Rendezvous  
Fri. Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.  
National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium  
Surprise your sweetie with a unique experience for Valen-
tine’s this year... reserve a table for two on Friday, February 
10, and have a “Romantic River Rendezvous” at the National 
Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium.

This dreamy date includes a cash bar starting at 6 p.m. with 
a full catered dinner (appetizer, salad, a meat or chicken or 
vegetarian main course, and dessert) served at 6:30 p.m. 

Cost is $100 per couple. Advance reservation and payment 
is required.

Need a sitter for the kids? On the way to your Romantic River 
Rendezvous, drop off your children (ages 4 and up only) at 
the National River Center building, where staff and volun-
teers will have snacks and activities to entertain them while 
you enjoy your dining experience at the Mississippi River 
Center.

Children of members are free; non-members pay $5 per 
child. Swing by before 8:30 p.m. to pick the kids up after 
dinner. RSVP to the Romantic River Rendezvous by Feb. 3 to 
(563) 557-9545 ext. 276. Reservations will be taken on a first 
come/first served basis. 

Hike the Vines Snowshoe Hike and Wine Tasting 
Sat. Feb. 11, noon-2 p.m.  
Galena Cellars Vineyard 
Imagine enjoying an afternoon snowshoe hike, at your own 
pace, through the Galena Cellars Vineyard, located at 4746 N 
Ford Rd in rural Galena, Illinois, following it up with a wine 
tasting, cheese and crackers. $45 per person includes snow-
shoe rental, wine tasting and shuttle ride to and from the 
vineyard. $25 per person if you bring your own snowshoes. 
Advanced reservations are required. Call Fever River Outfit-
ters at (815) 776-9425 to reserve your spot. For more informa-
tion, visit www.feverriveroutfitters.com. 

Valentine’s Progressive Dinner  
Sat. Feb. 11  
Goldmoor Inn, Galena 
Step on our shuttle and enjoy three unique Galena proper-
ties. Begin the evening at Chocolat, sipping champagne and 
tasting imported chocolates. Tantalize your taste buds at the 
Goldmoor Inn & Dining. Round out your evening with dessert 
at Illinois’ oldest operating hotel, the DeSoto House. $69 per 
person (includes tax, gratuity and transportation). Call (815) 
777-3925 or (800) 255-3925. 
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sweetie, If you were a booger I’d pick you first.{ valentine’s events }

Golden Oldies Sock Hop  
Sat. Feb. 11, 7 p.m.-midnight  
Turner Hall, Galena 
Dance to your favorite rock and roll hits of 
the 50s at Galena’s annual Golden Oldies 
Sock Hop, hosted by the Galena Brewing 
Company at Turner Hall, 115 S. Bench St. 
Costume contest, Twist contest, Hula Hoop 
contest, Limbo Bar contest, and more. Bring 
your shakin’ hips and rubber legs. Cash bar, 
sandwiches and appetizers will be available 
for purchase, provided by the Galena Brewing 
Company. No dance partners are required. 
Come by yourself or bring some friends! 
Everyone is welcome. Free dance lesson from 
Ballroom by Jennifer, 7-8 p.m. From 8:00 
p.m. until midnight ,dance to the hip-twirlin’ 
talents of  Dubuque’s own favorite rockabilly 
trio, The Fast Clydes. Cost: $10. 

Park Farm Snowshoe  
 Hike & Wine Tasting  
Sun. Feb. 12, 2-5:30 p.m.  
Park Farm Vineyard 
Enjoy an afternoon hike through gorgeous woodsy trails, 
and afterwards, warm up with a glass of wine and delicious 
wood fired pizza appetizers at Park Farm Vineyard in rural 
Bankston, Iowa. Reserve your spot early, so that you may join 
us on this unique adventure. $45 includes snowshoe rental, 
or $35 if you bring your own snowshoes. 

A Valentine Evening for Married Couples  
Sun. Feb. 12, 6-8 p.m.  
Shalom Retreat Center 
A Valentine Evening for Married Couples: Remind Me 
will be held at Shalom Retreat Center, 1001 Davis St., on 

Sunday, Feb. 12 from 6 to 8 p.m. Presenters will be Jim & 
Judy Arlen. Do you remember what attracted you to your 
spouse? Was it his or her physical appearance, great sense 
of humor, or kind and loving personality? Married love is 
about growing together, but in the busy-ness of life, we 
sometimes forget to appreciate those qualities that first 
drew us together. This evening we hope you will once 
again be reminded why you married the person sitting 
next to you. A candlelight dinner is included. At 5 p.m., a 
Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy will be held in the chapel for 
those who wish to attend. $44 per couple. Register/prepay 
by Wednesday, Feb. 8 by calling (563) 582-3592. 

Sweetheart Ball  
Sun. Feb. 12, 5-9 p.m.  
Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
Enjoy a special evening with 
your Valentine during the annual 
Sweetheart Ball at the Grand 
Ballroom of the Dubuque County 
Fairgrounds. Following a light 
buffet dinner, a big band ballroom 

dance will feature music by the Ken Paulsen 
Orchestra. Tickets are $22 in advance, $27 
after February 8 or at the door.  Call (563) 588-
1406 to order by phone ($1 charge per ticket 
applies) or stop in at the Fairgrounds office. 

Moldy Jam in Concert  
Tues. Feb. 14, 5:45 p.m.  
Sinsinawa Mound 
This Valentine’s Day, celebrate love with a 
special evening at Sinsinawa Mound. On 
February 14 at 5:45 p.m., enjoy a quiet dinner 
by candlelight featuring great food and good 
company. At 7, you’ll be treated to a concert 
featuring Moldy Jam of Madison, Wisconsin. 
Moldy Jam is the longest running jam of 
old time and Irish music in the Madison 
area. Started in the mid-1980s, the group 
has members from ages 16 to 60. This is a 
wonderful evening to celebrate love and life 

with your special someone. The deadline is February 7 at 
noon, and there is a fee. For more information or to register, 
call (608) 748-4411.  

Send a Singing Valentine  
Tues. Feb. 14 
Looking for an exceptional Valentine’s Day gift for your 
sweetheart? Order the delivery of two songs and a rose by 
a quartet from the Music Men Chorus for $35. To arrange a 
delivery time, call (563) 773-3132.  

Irish Valentine’s Party  
with Gaelic Storm  
Tues. Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Theater 
Come to an Irish Valentine’s Party with music from Gaelic 
Storm on Tuesday, February 14 at 7:30 p.m. at Five Flags 
Theater, 405 Main Street. Listen to music clips at www.
myspace.com/gaelicstorm. Box Seats $33, floor $26, balcony 
$23. Tickets are available by visiting www.fiveflagscenter.
com. You can get the rest of the lowdown when you read the 
cover story of this issue.
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tipsy people on ice, what could possibly go wrong?{ concerts and beer... : ) }

On Golden Pond by Ernest Thompson 

Friday,  Feb. 10th @ 7 PM  •  Saturday, Feb. 11th @ 7 PM  •  Sunday, Feb. 12th @ 2 PM  

The story focuses on aging couple Ethel and Norman Thayer, who 

spend each summer at their home on a lake called Golden Pond. 

During the year the story takes place, they are visited by daughter  

Chelsea with her fiancé and his son in tow. The play explores the 

often turbulent relationship the young woman shared with her 

father growing up, and the difficulties faced by a couple in the  

twilight years of a long marriage. The first Broadway production 

was in 1979, and a Broadway revival took place in 2005. It has won 

many awards including several Drama Desk Awards and two Tony’s  

(for the revivals). The play was famously adapted for the screen in 

1981 for a film with Henry Fonda, Katharine Hepburn and Jane Fonda. 

Tickets: $12 (advance) / $15 (door), Students (18 & Under) $8/$12

Joseph Hall’s ElvisSaturday, February 25th @ 7 PM  Joseph Hall’s resume includes a top ten spot on NBC’s “America’s Got Talent” and recognition as a one of the top three Elvis Tribute Artists by the  Elvis Presley Estate. Joesph has also played the “Legends in Concert” in Las Vegas as well as  headlined the “Elvis Cruise” and is the 2010  Branson Male Performer of the Year.            Wow! Joseph Hall is HOT, BABY!Tickets: $17 (adv.) $20 (door) / Students (18 & Under) $10/$13

Dubuque on Ice Brewfest  
Saturday, February 18  
Mystique Ice Center 
The Potosi Foundation together with The 
Dubuque Community Ice & Recreation Cen-
ter present the inaugural Dubuque on Ice 
Brewfest, Saturday, February 18 from 12:30 
to 5 p.m. at the Mystique Ice Center.  The 
event will feature a beer and wine tast-
ing and live music with an opportunity for 
guests to sample specialty cheeses, sausage 
and chocolates.  

Central to the event is the beer tasting, fea-
turing a wide variety of beers from 20 of the 
best regional and national specialty brewer-
ies including Big Sky, Boulevard, Brecken-
ridge, Capital Brewing, Galena Brewing Co., 
Goose Island, Great River Brewery, Hub City, 
Millstream, New Belgium Brewing, Point 
Brewery, Potosi Brewing Company, Rogue, 

Samuel Adams, Schell’s, Sierra Nevada, and 
Summit, just to name a few.  

More than a half dozen area wineries will also 
offer samples of their latest wines.  Missis-
sippi River Distillery and Cedar Ridge Winery 
& Distilleries will offer samples of their Iowa 
made liquors.  Specialty meats will be offered 
by Haubers Lock Plant, Blue Sky Meats, and 
Catfish Charlie’s.  Shullsburg Cheese and Carr 
Valley will provide a selection of cheeses.  A 
variety of fine chocolates will be presented 
by Betty Jane Candy and Stam Chocolaterie. 
Live music will be performed by Andy Wil-
berding and Shawn Cavanaugh. 

Attendees will have an opportunity to meet 
the brew masters and wine makers in special 
breakout sessions. Special ticket holders will 
also be able to attend a wine and cheese 
pairing event from 1 p.m. or a beer and 
chocolate sampling event a 2 p.m.  A com-
plimentary shuttle service will be available 
to various locations so imbibing guests need 
not drive.  Tickets are $35 (special tickets 
for one or both pairing events are $50 and 
$60, respectively) and are available online 
at dubuquebrewfest.com or at the Mystique 
Community Ice Center & the Potosi Brewery 
or by calling 608-763-4002 ext.

MOON BAR MUSIC& MORE

All show at the incredible Mississippi Moon 
Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all perfor-
mances are available at the Diamond Club 
inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at 
DiamondJo.com.

Air Supply 
Friday February 3rd, 8 p.m. 
Graham Russell and Russell Hitchcock met 
on May 12, 1975 and together they made 
a demo with two songs, “Love and Other 
Bruises” and “If You Knew Me.” Their first 
single shot to number one on the national 
charts. In 1980, 
“Lost in Love” 
became the fast-
est selling single in 
the world, leaping 
to the top of the 
charts. The albums 
Lost in Love, The One That You Love, Now & 
Forever, and The Greatest Hits sold in excess 
of 20 million copies. “Lost in Love” was 
named Song of the Year in 1980, and, with 
the other singles, sold more than 10 million 
copies. Now in 2011, the duo continues to 
play more than 150 shows a year worldwide. 
On February 3rd, the make a triumphant 
return to the Mississippi Moon Bar where the 
lit up the packed-house just a couple years 
back. It was a fabulous show we know you’re 
going to love. Tickets are going for $30-60.

Collin Raye 
Thursday February 9th, 8 p.m. 
Collin Raye is nothing if not passionate. His 
fiery delivery has made country standards 
of such searing ballads as “Love, Me,” “In 
This Life,” “Not That Different” and “Little 
Rock.” Always an electrifying showman, he 
has also blazed through such vivid rockers 
as “My Kind of Girl,” “That’s My Story,” “I Can 
Still Feel You” and “I Want You Bad.” Collin 
shot to fame with “Love, Me” in 1991. Listen-
ers were so touched that they used its lyr-
ics at funerals and memorial services. Collin 
has been nominated five times as country 
music’s Male Vocalist of the Year and has 
consistently used his stardom to advance 
social causes. Tickets range from $25 - $40.

Little River Band 
Thursday Feb. 23, 8 p.m. (Rescheduled)
They immediately claimed their place as 
one of the great vocal bands of the ‘70s and 
the ‘80s. Within eight months of their birth, 
LRB had already scored three Australian Top 
20 singles and two Top Ten albums. By 1982 
they became the only act, from anywhere, 
to have a top ten US single for six consecu-
tive years. LRB had 16 hit singles by 1985, as 
well as gold, platinum, and multi-platinum 
album sales awards. Between 1976 and 
1983, chart success in America included 
the following singles: “Happy Anniver-
sary,” “Reminiscing,” “Lady,” “Cool Change,” 
“Lonesome Loser,” “The Night Owls,” “Take 
it Easy on Me,” “Man on Your Mind,”

Richard Lustig 
7pm, Thursday, March 1st, 2012 
By his fifth win, people started to also 
believe he had a winning method. So he 
printed it out and sold it to people. After 
his sixth win, he wrote 
his book. “Learn How to 
Increase Your Chances 
of Winning the Lottery” 
started selling like crazy. 
Richard won his seventh 
lottery game grand prize. 
As a result, he has been 
on – The Rachael Ray Show, The Learning 
Channel, Good Morning America, Fox and 
Friends, Canadian T.V., German T.V., The 
Today Show in Australia and many more. 
Most recently, Richard has now been recog-
nized by Ripley’s “Believe It or Not.” Hear his 
story and his method during his live show.

Bret Michaels 
8pm, Thursday, March 15th, 2012 
Just Anounced: The Poison frontman returns 
with speical guest Kip Winger on March 
15th. Tickets available at DiamondJo.com.
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i eat all organic. deep fried, but organic.{ go organic }

Marketing, Merchandising,   
& Food Safety for   
Farmers’ Market Vendors 
Sat. Feb 25, 12:30-4 p.m.  
River Room, Hotel Julien 
Dubuque Main Street, in conjunction with 
the Iowa State University Extension Office, 
will host the second annual Dubuque 
Area Farmers’ Market Vendor Conference 
on Saturday, February 25, from 12:30 to 
4:00 p.m. at the Hotel Julien Dubuque in 
the River Room. Vendors from any local 
farmers’ markets are invited to attend, as 
well as anyone interested in becoming a 
vendor. This conference is free of charge 
and open to the public.

Andy Larson, an Iowa State University 
Extension Specialist, will offer some excel-
lent opportunities to maximize sales, 
including: Signage & Appearance, Cus-
tomer Service Tips, Differentiating Your 
Product Display, Eye-Popping Packaging, 
Pricing, and more.

Dr. Angela M. Laury, Assistant Professor of 
Food Safety at Iowa State University, will 
present a practical understanding of food 
safety practices that will benefit everyone 

from growers to producers. From Pre-
Harvest and Post-Harvest Food Safety 
Training, to packaging jelly at home, this 
is a must attend session for anyone selling 
food to the public.

For more information, contact Dubuque 
Main Street board member and Farmers’ 
Market committee chair, Tom Thompson, 
at tom@heritagetrailfarm.com or by call-
ing (563) 543-4850, or visit the website: 
www.dubuquemainstreet.org/fm.html.

Downtown  
Winter Farmer’s Market 
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-noon  
Colts Center, 1101 Central Ave. 
What’s new at the Downtown Winter 
Farmer’s Market? Greens!  Mr. Hydro 
offers hydroponic lettuce and Kristi’s Per-
fect Produce has spinach. Plus, there are 
lots of winter vegetables such as squash, 
potatoes, onions, cabbage, rutabaga, 
parsnips, carrots, and garlic.  Get those 
cookbooks out, because watercress 
should make an appearance in February. 
New vendors include Sweet Nuthins Can-
dies, with yummy candies and cakes. Be 
sure to ask them about their bars with a 
“secret ingredient.”  Barb’s Garden Pantry 
is back with 50 different jams, apple cider 
donuts and flax seed granola. You can also 

find 4 different meat vendors and several 
egg vendors. Shop local for baked goods 
galore, cheese, dried noodles, and more. 
For the latest details, find the Dubuque 
Winter Farmers’ Market on Facebook.

Fairgrounds  
Winter Farmer’s Market  
Wednesdays, 2-5 p.m.   
Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
Midweek, on Wednesday afternoons 
through the end of March, the 4-H build-
ing at the Fairgrounds is the spot for 
Dubuque’s 2nd Winter Farmers Market. 
Over a dozen different local vendors 
sell baked goods, locally grown fruits 
and vegetables, crafts, herbs, jewelry, 
soaps, and more. Learn more at www.
dbqfairwintermarket.com or look for the 
Dubuque Fairgrounds Winter Farmer’s 
Market on Facebook.

An Organic Approach  
to Sustainable Farming   
Sun. Feb. 12, 1 p.m.  
E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center 
The Mines of Spain Recreation Area 
will feature the program “An Organic 
Approach to Sustainable Farming” on 
February 12 at 1:00 p.m. The program 
will be held at the E. B. Lyons Interpre-
tive Center, located at 8991 Bellevue Hts. 
in Dubuque. The featured speaker will be 
Francis Thicke, Ph.D. in soil science, who 
operates an organic dairy farm. 

A board member for Iowa Farmers Union, 
Francis Thicke has been involved with 
Sustainable Agriculture for many years at 
local, regional, state and federal levels. 
He will speak on today’s industrial agri-
culture. Agriculture today is on an unsus-
tainable course because of its energy 
use, soil erosion and degradation of air 
and water quality. A sustainable agricul-
ture will protect and rebuild our natural 
resource base while being profitable and 
socially responsible. Where we will get the 
energy to power agriculture will become 
increasingly important as fossil fuels 
become more scarce and costly. There are 

promising technologies we could develop 
now to produce energy on farms to power 
farms, making farms more self-sufficient 
and keeping the wealth created by agri-
culture on farms and in rural communities.

This event is part of the Mines of Spain 
Winter Program series. The presentation 
will be held in the auditorium with related 
activities for children in the lower level. 
Winter programs start at 1 p.m. and usu-
ally last about an hour. The center will be 
open from noon to 3 p.m. Visitors can tour 
the center, view the animals, and access 
the exhibits and gift shop during open 
hours. Come early, stay late and hike one 
of the eleven trails at the Mines of Spain 
Recreation Area. Trails are open from 4 
a.m. to 10:30 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.minesofspain.org.
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Now Showing @ MINDFRAME
Friday, Feb. 3 - Thursday, Feb. 9

Big Miracle (PG) No Passes
Fri & Sat, Mon - Thurs: (Noon), (2:15), (4:30), 
6:45, 9:00, Sun: (Noon), (2:15), (4:30)

The Woman in Black (PG-13) No Passes
Fri - Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:15), (3:15), (5:15), 7:15, 9:15

The Descendants (R) No Passes
Fri & Sat, Mon - Thu: (11:35 AM), (2:00), (4:25), 
7:05, 9:35, Sun: (11:35 AM), (2:00), 7:05, 9:35

The Grey (R) No Passes
Fri - Thu: (11:30 AM), (1:15), (4:40), 7:20, 9:45

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close 
(PG-13) No Passes
Fri & Sat, Mon - Thu: (11:05 AM), (1:40), 
(4:15), 6:50, 9:25, Sun: (11:05 AM), (1:40)

The Artist (PG-13) No Passes
Fri - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:00), (3:00), (5:00), 7:00, 9:00

{ movies } dawn thee, jar jar binks!

The Woman in Black PG-13, 1:34 (FEB. 
3) A young lawyer (Daniel Radcliffe) travels 
to a remote village where he discovers 
the vengeful ghost of a scorner woman 
is terrorizing the locals. Chronicle 
PG-13, 1:24 (FEB 3) Three high school 
students make an incredible discovery, 
leading to their developing uncanny 
powers beyond their understanding. 
Big Miracle PG, 1:46 (Feb. 3) John 
Krasinski and Drew Barrymore are joined 
by rival world superpowers to save a 
family of trapped whales. Star Wars 
Episode 1 in 3-D No synopsis needed. 
You’re going to see it three more times 
or you’re not. Word is Jar Jar was still 
not digitally removed from the movie.  

The Vow, PG-13, 1:44 FEB 10 A newlywed 
couple recovers from a car accident that 
puts the wife in a coma. Waking up 
with severe memory loss, her husband 
endeavors to win her heart again. Safe 
House, R, 1:57, FEB 10 Denzel Washington 
and Ryan Reynolds star in the action-
thriller Safe House. Denzel Washington 
plays the most dangerous renegade from 
the CIA, who comes back onto the grid 
after a decade on the run. RyanReynolds has 
to help him survive and sole the mystery. 
Journey 2 the Mysterious Island, PG  
1:34 (FEB. 10) Journey to the Center of the 
Earth sequel with Dwayne Johson follows 
a coded distress signal from a mysterious 
island where no island should exist.

coming to theaters :555 JFK Road, Behind Kennedy Mall
www.mindframetheaters.com  
Movie Hotline: 563-582-4971

THE BUZZ...
Though MGM’s four years of progress on 
fabricating a new RoboCop added a nw 
writer, Nick Schenk, screenwriter of Gran 
Torino, who has apparently already been 
working with Padilha, the original new 
writer, on the script for his Tri-Border. Last 
we heard Chris Pine was wanted for the 
lead.

Javier Bardem joins Daniel Craig in the 
James Bond film, Skyfall, directed by Sam 
Mendes. So there’s that.

Hasbro announced they’re taking their 
long-in-development Candy Land 
adaptation down a new multi-colored 
path--one the goes past Adam Sandler’s 
house.. It will be penned by You Don’t 
Mess with the Zohan writer and otherwise 
funny guy Robert Smigel. 

Matthew Vaughn has closed a deal to direct 
a sequel to his comic book adaptation 
X-Men: First Class. Original X-Men director 

Bryan Singer is returning to again produce. 
Simon Kinberg is handling writing duties, 
this despite his prior work on the script for 
that rotten X-Men 3: The Last Stand. 

Hasbro and Universal once stood together 
in making a Stretch Armstrong movie, 
each taking a rubbery hand in their own 
and walking forward with the project. But 
the two have been slowly parting ways, 
and with each still firmly grasping one 
of Stretch Armstrong’s flaccid limbs, the 
project has at last torn apart, oozing out 
its inner goo. And that goo’s name is Taylor 
Lautner.

Charles Bronson made Death Wish films 
intermittently for a full twenty years, 
making the 1994 sequel Death Wish V: 
The Face of Death his final feature film role 
before his death in 2003. So, in honor of 
the late, great Charles Bronson’s repeated 
contributions to vigilante justice, we’re 
going to go ahead and let the guy who 
remade A-Team do a new Death Wish with 
an all new actor, since the old man is dead.
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{ local film } pssst.... act!

The Welcome - Free Screening 
Tuesday, February 21, 7 p.m.  
Mindframe Theaters 
Veterans and Military Families for Progress (www.vmfp.
org), a leading progressive advocacy organization 
made up of and serving veterans, those currently serv-
ing (including national guard and reservists), and their 
families, announces its free first screening of the coming 
home documentary film, “The Welcome”, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21st, 7:00 p.m., at Mindframe Theater,  555 John F. 
Kennedy Road, in Dubuque, Iowa. Admission is free. Vol-
untary donations to cover costs will be welcome.

“VMFP’s mission includes efforts to close the tremendous 
gap in understanding between those who serve (and their 
families who sacrifice along with them), with much of the 
rest of the American public,” Matt Cary, Executive Direc-
tor of Veterans and Military Families for Progress said. “ 
‘The Welcome’ invites all Americans to open their minds 
and hearts, and to view, listen to, and learn about less well 
known and understood costs of war in the lives of those 
who serve. It is not a film for veterans. It is a film for all 
Americans. Eli Painted Crow, an Iraq War veteran from Cali-
fornia, a member of the film’s cast, and local veterans, will 
be present to interact with, and to answer questions from 
the audience before and after the screening.” 

“Everyone, including veterans and military family mem-
bers, will come away from the film with new insights,” 
said Tom Howe, Media/Public Relations Chair, who 
helped arrange the screening in Dubuque. “Hopefully, 
viewers will want to take action to be connected to the 
necessary national movement to support solutions to the 
problems faced by our veterans and their families. What 
the Veterans Administration does and can do to support 
veterans and their families never has been, and never will 
be, enough. Military families carry most of the burden. It 
is up to local communities to provide the balance of the 
needed response. That required response in not on the 
radar screen of most Americans.”

Hey Dubuque,   
Who Are We Not To Be Great? 
by Christopher Kulovitz

When we ask ourselves how we want to depict our town 
to the rest of the country, and the world for that matter, 
we often think in a bubble. How do we describe where 
we live, our people, how do we express Dubuquers to the 
outside world? The real question is not “Why Dubuque?” 
The really important question is “Why Not Dubuque?” 
It is that question alone that has been the driving force 
fueling the concept for the Julien International Film Fes-
tival – created for our city and coming 

April 19th – 22nd of this year. Maybe you’ve heard about it?

If not – it’s about to get ‘Extremely Close and Incredibly 
Loud’ on Main Street.  Here’s how this has come to be. My 
business and creative partner Michael Coty and I kept teas-
ing the fine folks of Dubuque with film events. The Get REEL 
Student Film Competition and 
The Canned Film Competition 
have all been well received 
and have whetted the pal-
ates of local filmmakers and 
enthusiasts alike. But the local 
hunger rumbled for more and 
once you wake the sleeping 
giant… well, he’s going to want dinner and a movie. 

The Julien International Film Festival is not intended to be 
good. It’s intended to be GREAT! And The Runde Auto Group 
knew this out of the gate, hence 
why they are the title sponsor 
and why we love and thank them. 
Behind the scenes for the past year 
we have been working to cultivate and connect with the com-
munity through a series of JIFFD Screenings and have tapped 
top talent — Kate Mulgrew, Josh Shelov, Matthew Modine. 
Bringing them to town, showcasing their work, all while 
secretly and intentionally exposing them to the opportunity 
to discover Dubuque as the dynamic, progressive thinking, 
creatively driven, artistic community it truly is. 

And our master plan has worked. Kate Mulgrew signed 
on early to be the Honorary Chair for our inaugural festi-
val (going where no Dubuquer has gone before!) Mathew 
Modine has agreed to join us with three of his stellar and 
thought-provoking shorts, (Engaging, Smart, Compassion-
ate… and he’s nice too). We are currently securing remark-
able films from a global filmmaking community – the kind of 
works that you would otherwise never be able to explore. All 
peppered over an amazing 4-day weekend and topped with 
great evening events — like a kick-ass JIFFD Launch Party 
at the Mississippi Moon Bar, a Cinecause Movie Event at the 
Hotel Julien and a Silent Film Showcase at The Grand Opera 
House. It’s amazing what you can see in the dark. 

Last Summer we moved to our new nest with birds of a feather 
at the offices of our Flagship Sponsor Dubuque 365 and 
Julien’s Journal. This hub of creativity has been both epicen-

ter and launch pad.  Then we hit the road. After Brad 
Parks, Michael Coty and I spent 4 crazy-great, intense 
days immersing ourselves into the film festival car-
nival, oops, I mean conference, at The International 
Film Festival Summit (IFFS) in Austin in December, we 
came back with something I didn’t expect. No, not 
that, but something equally infectious… the realiza-
tion that our passion and purpose held unique prom-

ise. That a sensational first-year festival which incorporates 
global film, education, destinations, access, diversity and cul-
ture would not just be good for Dubuque. It would be goo 
gobs of great. It is in the spirit of this exquisite inventiveness 
we all must embrace this festival, in any and every way we 
can. So Dubuque – do we want to be good, or do we want to 
be greatly and impressively spectacular? I’m glad we agree.

Get Involved. Sponsor. Volunteer @ JIFFD.com

Explore more in ongoing JIFFD articles in 365 through April. 

Christopher Kulovitz is one of the Executive Directors and Produc-
ing Partners of JIFFD and owns Evolver Productions LLC. with busi-
ness partner and associate Michael Coty.
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Thursday, February 2

Dueling Pianos
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Briar Rabbit, Matthew Santos
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Campfire Kings
The Cornerstone, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Matt Kunau
Lot 1, 10 PM

Friday, February 3

Ralph Kluseman
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Air Supply
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Full Code
Mystique Cabaret, 8 PM 

Jim Calhoun
Spirits, Days Inn, 8 PM 

Just Cuz
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Corey Jenny & Mojo Busted
Steve’s Pizza, 8 PM 

Ken Wheaton
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

The Surf Zombies, Daryll  
& The DuRocks
The Lift, 9 PM 

Matt McPherson
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Enemies of Confusion
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM 

Melismatics
R Bar, 10 PM

Eugene Smiles Project 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Saturday, February 4

Denny Garcia
Sundown, 2 PM

Danika Holmes
Stone Cliff Wine Bar, 7 PM 

Rosalie Morgan
Asbury Eagles Club, 7 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM 

The Lonely Goats 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Ralph Kluseman
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Boogie Nights – 
Retro Sexy Fashion Show 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Sid & The Emotions 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Lenny Wayne
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Eric Moeller & the Strummalongs, 
Bucket House Hooligans, Civil Soldier 
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Corey Jenny & Mojo Busted 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Hillbilly Vampires,  
feat. Laura McDonald
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Half-Fast 
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Pash N Brew
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Buzz Berries
Budde’s, 9 PM 

Takin’ The 5th
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits  
(formerly Bad Fished)
The Bronco Inn, 9 PM 

Bryce Reeg
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Awesome Sauce
Legends, 9 PM 

Black Water Gin 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sunday, February 5

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Heartbeat
Airline Inn, 2 PM 

Open Mic 
The Cornerstone, 2:30 PM 

Jason Brown “The One Man Band” 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM

Orwell, Above All Grounds
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Tuesday, February 7

Positively 4th Street
Riverboat Lounge, 6 PM 

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wednesday, February 8

Ken Killian Trio  
FREE APPS 4:30-5:30, & 2 for 1,
Hotel Julien, 4:30 - 6:30 PM 

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Laughing Moon Comedy
Dan Chopin 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy
R Bar, 9 PM 

Thursday, February 9

Tapestry
Manna Java World Café, 6:30 PM 

Colin Raye 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

The Sky Walkers
The Cornerstone, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, February 10

Katie & Brownie
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Boogie Nights – Cher the Love 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Bonkerz Comedy: Tyrone Davis, 8 PM
Rosetti & Wigley, 9:30 PM 
Mystique Casino 

Artie & the Pink Catillacs 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Okham’s Razor
Woodlands Lounge, Eagle Ridge, 8 PM 

Michael and Jakob Breitbach 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

People Brothers Band
The Lift, 9 PM 

J.J. Schmitz 
Spirits, Days Inn, 9 PM 

Pork Tornados 
R Bar, 10 PM

Menace 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sarurday, February 11

Jake Bender
Crust Italian Kitchen, 7 PM 

Blue Willow
Stone Cliff Wine Bar, 7 PM 

Rosalie Morgan
Asbury Eagles Club, 7 PM 

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Five Flags Theater, 7:30 PM 

Jordan Danielsen 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Bonkerz Comedy: Tyrone Davis, 8 PM
Rosetti & Wigley, 9:30 PM 
Mystique Casino 

Jabber Box
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Pissin’ in the Wind
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Nixon
The Pit Stop, 8 PM 

The Fast Clydes @ Winter Sock Hop
Turner Hall, Galena, 8 PM 

Ethan Keller
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Ruby Blonde
Valentine’s Teen Dance, 8 PM 
Elizabeth Community Center

Okham’s Razor
Woodlands Lounge, Eagle Ridge, 8 PM 

Bluejerryjam
Keil’s Tavern, 8:30 PM

People Brothers Band 
The Lift, 9 PM 

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker 
Spirits, Days Inn, 9 PM 

Pash N Brew
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Playground of Sound
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits 
Budde’s, 9 PM 

Full Code
Jimi B’s, Leisure Lake, 9 PM 

Soulsa
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Katie & Brownie
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 9 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Wheel Inn, 9 PM 

Tantrym
Doolittle’s Cuba City, 9 PM 

Boys Night Out
The Bronco Inn, 9 PM 

Renegade
Eichman’s, 9:30 PM 

Sucker Punch 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sunday, February 12

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Five Flags Theater, 2 PM 

Breitbach-Estafen Benefit
River Breitbach Band, 3 PM
Dave Zollo Band, 5:30 PM
The Bank Bar & Grille

Breitbach-Estafen Benefit
Maureen Leytem & The Young 
Hearts, 3 PM
Feast of Mutton, 4:30 PM 
The Troves Reunion, 6:30 PM
Riverboat Lounge, Hotel Julien

Breitbach-Estafen Benefit
Mississippi Band, 3 PM 
The Medicine Band, 8 PM 
The One Hat Band, 9 PM
Denny & The Folkups, 10 PM 

Bryan Popp & Corey Jenny
New Diggings Gen. Store, 3:30 PM

Sandy Hook Chili Cook-Off
Corey Jenny & Mojo Busted, 3 PM 
Johnny Rockers, 8 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

Hemlock, Mutilated By Zombies, 
Amerik Inquisition
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Tuesday, February 14

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wedneday, February 15

Ken Killian Trio  
FREE APPS 4:30-5:30, & 2 for 1 
Drinks @ Riveboat Lounge,
Hotel Julien, 4:30 - 6:30 PM 

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Laughing Moon Comedy
Dwayne Clark
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Dave, Cricket, & Tim
The Lift, 9 PM 

Thursday, February 16

Dueling Pianos
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Anna Vogelsang, Logan Ford
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Proud Feet
The Cornerstone, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Matt Kunau
Lot 1, 10 PM

Friday, February 17

Frankie Lee, Richard Wiegel, & 
Tom McCarty
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

John Conover
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Boogie Nights – Mardi Gras Party 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Josey Wails 
Spirits, Days Inn, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

Bluebird, Alma Sub Rosa Trio

{ budweiser live music listings • february 2 - 25 }

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
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The Lift, 9 PM 
Jabberbox 
Mystique Cabaret, 9 PM  

Outta Control 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Five & Dimers
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM 

Taste Like Chicken 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sarurday, February 18

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker
Sundown Mountain, 2 PM 

The Lonely Goats Mardi Gras Party 
Dubuque Golf & Country Club, 7 PM 

Roy Schroedl 
Stone Cliff Wine Bar, 7 PM 

John Conover
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Misbehavin’  
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Null & Void
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Free 4 the Haulin’ 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Andrew Houy
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Charles Walker Band
Galena Brewing Co., 8 PM 

Laura & The Longhairs
Elizabeth Firemen’s Dance, 8 PM 

Bryan Popp & Corey Jenny 
Spirits, Days Inn, 9 PM 

Face for Radio
Cue Masters, 9 PM 

Menace to Sobriety
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Magnetos
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Bryce Reeg
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Mixed Emotions
Leisure Lake, 9 PM 

Jabberbox
Denny’s Lux Club, 9:30 PM

’57 Taxi 

Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM
Sunday, February 19

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Doug & Lisa Frey 
Sundown, 2 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 2 PM 

Broken Rubber Band 
New Diggings General Store, 3:30 PM

Scott Waterhouse
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Enemies of Confusion 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM

Monday, February 20

Derty Rice Mardi Gras Party 
Jumpers, 6 PM  

Johnnie Walker
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wednesday, February 22

Ken Killian Trio  
Hotel Julien, 4:30 - 6:30 PM 

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Comedy:  Kathleen Dunbar 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy
R Bar, 9 PM

Thursday, February 23

Little River Band
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, February 24

Boots Hefel Band
Courtside, 7 PM 

Boogie Nights
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Comedy: Ben Creed, 8 PM, Finger Lickin’ 
Good, 9:30 PM , Mystique Casino 

The Gambler 

{ budweiser live music listings • february 2 - 25 }
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Pretty Good Dance Moves 
R Bar, 10 PM
The Horde, Dredge, Mud n Guts
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Steve Cavanaugh &  
Randy Droessler
Spirits, Days Inn, 9 PM 

Misbehavin’ 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Randy Rogers
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Justin Morissey & Friends 
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Apple Dumplin’s 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Saturday, February 25

Jake Bender
Crust Italian Kitchen, 7 PM 

Laughing Moon Comedy
Dave Testroet, 7 PM , Love Mon-
keys, 9 PM, Mississippi Moon Bar

Jason Brown “The One Man Band”
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Bonkerz Comedy: Ben Creed, 8 PM
Finger Lickin’ Good, 9:30 PM 
Mystique Casino 

Moon Rocks 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Slip Silo 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Bright Giant, American Dust 
The Lift, 9 PM  

Boys Night Out 
Spirits, Days Inn, 9 PM 

Awesome Sauce 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Hard Salami
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits
Jumpers, 9 PM 

The Lonely Goats
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

JJ Schmitz @ Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Bad Habits @Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM 

Jabberbox
Budde’s, 9:30 PM 

Crystal Leather 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM
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{ elisha darlin arts awards } stormy mochal sounds like the perfect april beverage.

DCFAS Presents   
Elisha Darlin Arts Award:   
Connie Twining & Stormy Mochal
Award Celebration, Friday, February 24
Hotel Julien 
Arts supporters save the date!  The Dubuque 
County Fine Arts Society will present the Eli-
sha Darlin Arts Award to Connie Twining and 
Stormy Mochal Friday, February 24 from 6:30 
p.m. at The Hotel Julien.  

Each year, the Dubuque County Fine Arts 
Society (DCFAS) presents the Elisha Darlin 
Arts Award in recognition of the contribu-
tions of an individual or group to the arts 
and cultural landscape of the community.  
Past recipients include artists in a variety of 
media, arts organizers, advocates, patrons, 
and those involved in the promotion of arts 
and culture.  This year, Fine Arts Society 
presents the Elisha Darlin Arts Award to Con-
nie Twining and Stormy Mochal, co-owners 
of Outside the Lines Art Gallery at 409 Bluff 
Street in Dubuque.  Connie and Stormy have 
been an integral part of the Dubuque arts 
community since first working together 
at the Rocco Buda Gallery.  2011 saw the 
pair celebrate the inaugural year of their 
Great Draw sidewalk art competition and 
Scholarship fund.  An Award Celebration to 
honor Connie Twining and Stormy Mochal is 
scheduled for Friday, February 24 from 6:30 
p.m. at The Hotel Julien. 

Both Connie and Stormy have a long his-
tory with the Dubuque County Fine Arts 
Society.  They met in 2002 while Connie 
was chair of the DCFAS’ Rocco Buda Gal-
lery where Stormy, a recent Loras gradu-
ate, was given one of her first commercial 
art shows.  After a great experience work-
ing together on a second gallery show 
and DCFAS’ annual Dubuquefest fine arts 
fair weekend, Stormy approached Connie 
in summer of 2003 about forming a new 
commercial gallery together to replace the 
recently closed Rocco Buda Gallery.  The two 
wasted no time and by November of that 

year they were holding their first opening 
in the Bluff Street space now occupied by 
Monk’s Kaffee Pub.

Outside the Lines Art Gallery has grown 
from representing about 35 artists at its 
inception to over 85 local and regional 
artists.  This growth demanded more 
gallery space, and in 2005 the move was 
made to the current location at 409 Bluff 
Street.  OTLAG currently stands as the 
sole commercial art gallery in Dubuque 
and provides local artists the invaluable 
opportunity to profit from their art.  In an 
era where grants and institutional sup-
port for artists have become more and 
more scarce, Connie Twining and Stormy 
Mochal have dedicated themselves to the 
idea of helping support the working artist. 
Stormy serves on the board of directors for 
Dubuque Main Street and Connie is entering 
her fourth year serving on the MediaCom 
Arts & Cultural Foundation Committee.  

In addition to their labors at OTLAG, Connie 
and Stormy had both long imagined creat-
ing a scholarship for visual art students.  An 
online encounter with renowned street art-
ist Julie Kirk-Purcell began to take shape as 
an opportunity to incorporate a street art 
demonstration with a competition and fund-
raiser for the scholarship fund.  The Great 
Draw was born out of this idea in 2011 and 
was a huge success, hosting 60 competitors 
in four categories, Under 12, Teen, Adult, and 
Artist.  $850 was raised for the scholarship 
fund, which will be presented to a deserv-
ing art student from Dubuque Senior High 
School pursuing a secondary arts educa-
tion.  Additionally, $950 in prize money was 
awarded and funding help was received in 
the forms of an Art Gumbo Grant, and Iowa 
Arts Council grant, and a grant from Alliant 
Energy.  The 3rd weekend of September 
2012 will see the second annual Great Draw 
and is already a highly anticipated event.

An annual award presented by the Dubuque 
County Fine Arts Society, the Elisha Darlin 
Arts Award honors an individual or group 
that has made an outstanding contribution 
to the arts.  Named for the late Elisha Darlin, 
an educator and founding board member of 
Fine Arts Society, past recipients of the award 
include Ruth and Russ Nash, Sue Riedel, 
Lenore Howard and Doug Donald, Sue Flo-
gel, Bob Woodward, Gail Chavenelle, Sandye 
Voight, Gene Tully, Fran and Ellen Henkels, 
former Dubuque City Councilwoman Ann 
Michalski, and the Dubuque Cultural Preser-
vation Committee among many others.  

Last year’s award recipient was Margi 
Burr, educational director at the Dubuque 
Museum of Art.

Dubuque County Fine Arts Society will 
present the Elisha Darlin Arts Award on 
Friday, February 24 in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Hotel Julien.  Admission (to be deter-
mined) will be available at the door.  The 
evening will begin with a cocktail recep-
tion from 6:30 to 7:30, followed by dinner 
and the awards program honoring Connie 

Twining and Stormy Mochal.  The eve-
ning will include a live band and slides 
from Outside the Lines and The Great 
Draw.  For more information, visit 
DCFAS.org, a new Fine Arts Society web 
site paid for in part by a grant from the 
Dubuque Racing Association.  

Dubuque County Fine Arts Society will 
present the Elisha Darlin Arts Award 
on Friday, February 24 in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Hotel Julien. The event 
will begin with a cocktail reception 
from 6:30 to 7:30, followed by a dinner 
of salmon and beef tenderloin and the 
awards program honoring Connie Twin-
ing and Stormy Mochal. The evening will 
include live music from The Fast Clydes 

and slides from Outside the Lines and The 
Great Draw. Tickets are $30 and may be 
purchased at the event, though Fine Arts 
Society organizers ask guests to RSVP to 
EDAward@DCFAS.org by February 17 in 
order to reserve a seat and meal, or to make 
any specific dietary requests.  

For more information, visit DCFAS.org, a new 
Fine Arts Society web site paid for in part by a 
grant from the Dubuque Racing Association.
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{ tri-state arts } i’ve got some socks that my wife says are from the 1800’s.

Vanguard Jazz Orchestra  
Fri. Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.  
Brodbeck Concert Hall, UW-Platteville
The Vanguard Jazz Orchestra is one of the 
nation’s finest jazz groups, receiving the 
2008 Grammy Award for Best Large Jazz 
Ensemble. The VJO has performed at the 
Village Vanguard in New York City every 
Monday night for the past 40 years. The 
orchestra will perform at the Brodbeck 
Concert Hall at the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville on Friday, February 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
as part of the 43rd annual UW-Platteville 
Jazz Festival. Tickets are $38 adult; $36 
seniors; $34 under 18; and $19 current UWP 
students. For tickets, call the University Box 
Office at (608) 342-1298 or 877-PAS-1CFA 
(toll free) or visit tickets.uwplatt.edu.

Rountree Gallery Offsite Display
QueenB Radio, Platteville 
Selected pieces from the permanent col-
lection of Rountree Gallery will be on dis-
play in the front lobby of QueenB Radio, 
located at 51 Means Drive in Platteville, 
Wisconsin, throughout the month of Feb-
ruary. This year’s display highlights pieces 
that have recently been restored and/or 
reframed in the past year, including an oil 
painting of Rountree Hall by Marian Horner. 

Winter Rose in Concert 
Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m.  
Divine Word College, Epworth 
The Winter Rose Trio brings a perfect rem-
edy for a cold winter’s night — the warm, 
romantic music of Chopin, Rachmaninoff 
and Brahms. On Friday, February 10 at 
7:30 p.m., accomplished musicians Dr. 

Bang Lang Do, Dr. James Sherry and 
Wes Luke will combine their talents on 
piano, trumpet and violin in the beauti-
ful Main Chapel of Divine Word College in 
Epworth, Iowa. It is an ideal setting for a 
program of romantic music infused with 
passion, hope and love.

Historic Fashion Show:   
The Retro Runway   
Sun. Feb. 26, shows at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
Turner Hall, Galena 
The Galena Art Theatre will present a walk 
through history with an original historic 
fashion show on Sunday, February 26 at 
Turner Hall, 115 S. Bench Street, in Galena. 
The show will feature vintage clothes and 
hats, as well as period reproductions from 
the 1830s to the present, in addition to 
theatre costumes from former produc-
tions. Proceeds will support the Galena 
Art Theatre. The evening will include door 
prizes, and refreshments will be available. 
Tickets are $15, or $10 for groups of 8 or 
more, and will be available at the door. 
For details, call (815) 858-2081.

UW-Platteville Honors Recital 
Thurs. Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m. 
The public is invited to attend the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Platteville Honors Recital 
on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the Cen-
ter for the Arts Richard and Helen Brod-
beck Concert Hall. The event, which is free 
and held biannually, features outstanding 
music students who distinguished them-
selves in their juried performance exami-
nations in the previous semester. 

Poemsong
Sat. Feb. 11, 7 p.m.  
Mineral Point Opera House 
Take a drive to Mineral Point, Wisconsin, 
for a musical Valentine performance by 
Alley Stage, the performing arts branch 
of Shake Rag Alley. In “Poemsong,” Jen 
Logueflower and friends put song to some 
of the greatest poetry of the past millen-
nium. From Hafez to Blake, Browning to 
Cummings, they transform familiar and 
unfamiliar poems into something entirely 
new and wholly enchanting. Student $8; 
General Seating $12; Admirer $20. For 
more info, visit www.shakeragalley.com.



www.Dubuque365.com20 { february 2 - 15, 2012 } 365ink Magazine   |   issue #153

Star Restaurant 
and Ultra Lounge
by Rich Belmont

You are probably thinking you need to 
take your honey out to dinner to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day.  What a splendid idea!  In fact 
it’s most likely not only a good plan but also 
an exercise in keeping the peace!  Even if you 
are giving your special someone a great gift a delicious dinner 
at a wonderful restaurant commemorates the occasion.

The Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge along the 
Mississippi River in Dubuque, Iowa is the perfect setting 
for Valentine’s Day.  It is located in the Dubuque Star 
Brewery, Iowa’s oldest brewery founded in 1898.  Five 
years ago the second floor of this historic building was 
transformed into a beautiful restaurant by Matt and 
Sarah Kluesner. They did a stupendous job designing 
the romantic atmosphere but their real stars are their 
signature dishes.

It’s no surprise to all their regular patrons because the 
Kluesner’s are experts in fine dining.  Sarah’s parents 
were in the restaurant business so she has been 
involved with food her whole life.  She graduated from 
the University of Houston, Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Hotel Restaurant Management.  She not only holds a BS 
in Hotel and Restaurant Management but also a culinary 
degree from the Art Institute of Houston International 
Culinary program.  After completing her education 
she gained experience at Morton’s The Steakhouse 
and also Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse.  Returning to the 
Dubuque area Sarah and Matt opened the Backstreet 
Steakhouse in Galena, IL.  Sarah controlled the front of 
the house and Matt managed the bar and kitchen.

While Star is primarily a restaurant of American cuisine its 
similarities to a high end steakhouse are obvious.  All the 
beef is Prime Grade and aged for approximately 28 days 
on the premises.  All meat is hand carved and expertly 

trimmed.  The Filet Mignon is the most popular 
cut.  However, the Bone-In Ribeye and Kansas 

City Strip are also big sellers.  This is because meat lovers 
know the closer to the bone, the sweeter the meat as the 
old song goes. While most steakhouses serve a T-Bone 
steak the Star offers the regal Porterhouse  since it has a 
large strip and larger filet than a T-Bone.  All the steaks are 
grilled on an open-flamed indoor charcoal grill at close to 
1500 degrees Fahrenheit.  Prime Rib is on the menu every 
day.  Perhaps more importantly to us meat eaters Star 
manages to keep the prices of all steaks under $20.00.

The current menu is the 
collaboration between Matt 
and Sarah and their new Chef, 
Fred Orange.  Chef Orange is 
a graduate of Kendall College, 
School of Culinary Arts in 
Chicago.  His presentation of 
entrées is a testament to his skill 
and creativity.

Recently my 365ink Magazine colleagues and I enjoyed 
an exquisite dinner.  For starters we had Fried Mozzarella 
Bites of fresh mozzarella rolled in Panko crumbs (above).  
We also had Beef and Bleu Fondue (below), a blue cheese 
dip served with grilled pieces of house steak and bread 
cubes accompanied by balsamic roasted tomatoes.  

The White Chicken Nachos (above) appetizer was 
outstanding.  Pulled chicken, spinach and artichoke 
hearts  mixed with a roasted garlic parmesan cream.  
Sarah’s recipe for this dish was featured in the Reader’s 
Choice section of Gourmet Magazine a few years ago.  

Julie enjoyed her fresh Blue Apple Salad (right) overflowing 
with candied pecans, Granny Smith apples and crumbled 
blue cheese and Margie loved the Grilled Salmon with Honey 
Mustard Glaze (right of the salad).  I had an excellent Chef’s 
Special  Kansas City Strip coated with a chile rub made from 
the dried peppers of Chile Ancho, Chile de Arbol (also known 
as Bird’s Beak) and Pasilla (sometimes called Little Raisin).

Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge
600 Star Brewery Drive, Suite 200., Dubuque, IA 52001
563-556-4800  |  www.DBQStar.com

HOURS: Mon – Sat 11 am – Close, Sun 4 pm – Close

DINING STYLE: Casual     NOISE LEVEL: Moderate

RECOMMENDATIONS: Beef and Bleu Fondue, White 
Chicken Nachos, Big Texan Burger, Bone-In Ribeye, BBQ 
Pork Ribs, Porterhouse, Rotisserie Chicken, Iowa Pork Loin

LIQUOR SERVICE: Full Bar; Signature Startini, 
Micro Brews on tap

PRICE RANGE: Apps: $5.95 - $9.95; Entrees: $7.95 - $19.95

RESERVATIONS: Recommended.  Make reservations 
on line at DBQStar.com

PAYMENT OPTIONS: Cash, Debit, All Credit, No Checks

ACCESSIBILITY: Elevator to 2nd floor, lift to upper level bar

KIDS POLICY: Menu; High Chairs; Boosters; Children’s DVD’s

CATERING: Yes, Including catering liquor license

DELIVERY: Yes  TAKE OUT: Yes 

PARKING: Large Private Lot

{ 365 dining: star restaurant and ultra lounge } ...where sweet potato fries count as a food group.
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Christie really liked the Rotisserie Free Range Chicken hand 
rubbed with 18 seasonings.  Mike said his Filet Mignon 
was a marvelous melt-in-your-mouth steak and Bryce, our 
365ink publisher and pig connoisseur was overjoyed with 
his large Iowa grown Pork Loin encrusted with a seasoned 
rub of brown sugar, coffee and garlic (below).

I must not forget to mention how accommodating the 
restaurant staff was.  Throughout our dinner Jolene 
Adams made sure we had everything we needed.  She 
was also very knowledgeable and cheerfully answered 
all of our questions pertaining to food preparation.  
Even Cassie McDonald, our most gracious hostess, 
checked to make sure we were having fun.  And we 
certainly were,  especially when Jolene brought in all 

the in-house made-from-scratch desserts.  They were all 
spectacular and impossible to resist.  I still can’t believe 
we ate them all: the Toasted Coconut Ice, Strawberry 
Cream Brûlée, Cookie Dough Egg Rolls, Cheesecake 
Lollipops, Grasshopper Pie, Chocolate Layer Cake, and 
my favorite, the Italian Wedding Cake.

There will be some very special entrées and desserts for 
Valentine’s Day.  You and your Valentine will choose from:  
House Made Lobster Ravioli stuffed with fresh lobster 
meat and homemade ricotta in a Basil Marinara and 
Parmesan Garlic Cream or a Blue Cheese Encrusted New 

York Strip with Red Wine Reduction.  How about an 8 oz. 
Beef Tenderloin paired with a 10 oz. Cold Water Lobster 
Tail?  Or you can order two Lobster Tails or a plate of 
King Crab Legs.  These legs are monstrous!  Star uses 6-9 
count  meaning 6 to 9 legs equal 10 pounds.  All of these 
entrees are served with the House Skillet Corn Bread with 
Honey Butter, House Salad and Garlic Mashed Potatoes.  
Special desserts will be Chocolate Crème Brûlée or Berries 
Romanoff topped with Grand Marnier Whipping Cream.  
Don’t be concerned If you can’t make it on Tuesday, 
Valentine’s Day.  The specials will be available Saturday, 
February 11th through Saturday, February 18th.

The regular menu will be 
served in addition to Star’s 
Sweetheart Specials. Or 
you can order from the 
“Two for $25” menu. This 
special menu is served 
Sunday through Thursday 
after 4:00 pm except on 
Valentine’s Day because 
on that day you will want 
to order something a little 
more in keeping with 
the spirit of the holiday.  

Choose one appetizer, two entrees and one dessert 
proportioned just right for a couple.  The entrees include 
Prime Rib Sandwich, BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich, Asian 
Salad, English Cut Prime Rib, Iowa Pork Loin or Caprese 
Pasta with Pulled Rotisserie Chicken.

Star is open for lunch.  There are some new burgers on the 
menu including the Big Texan topped with pulled pork, BBQ 
sauce and cheddar cheese.  The dining room frequently fills 
up with people clamoring for the daily Blue Plate Specials.  
Enjoy Monday’s Homemade Enchiladas, Tuesday’s Chicken 
Pot Pie, Tarragon Chicken Salad Plate on Wednesday, Open 
Faced Turkey Sandwich on Thursday and Fish and Chips on 
Friday.  These specials are available 11:00 am until 2:00 pm 
and all are specially priced at just $8.95.

Star accommodates private parties of all sizes.  There are 
at least 5 separate rooms. Some of them offer great views 
of the Mississippi river, one of them has a nice view of 
downtown Dubuque, and some of them are equipped for 
business meetings.  Contact Star for information on their 
menus for private party catering, shower luncheons, and 
buffet or plated wedding rehearsal dinners. 

Star Restaurant and Ultra Bar promises you will have 
an exciting and memorable experience on Valentine’s 
Day and come to think of it on any other day too. Please 
make your reservations soon, though, because tables 
are going fast!

If you have a great dining experience to 
share with Rich, e-mail argomark@mchsi.
com. Use the QR codeto the right to see all 
of Argosy’s Food For Thought Reviews at  
www.restaurantmarketingdbq.com

{ 365 dining: star restaurant and ultra lounge } homer simpson himself could not finish that pork loin!
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{ stringfever / mardi gras } you’re playing it wrong!

Stringfever Comes to Dubuque
Thursday, February 16, 7 p.m.  
Grand Opera House 
If you’re looking for an evening’s enter-
tainment like you’ve never seen before, 
then meet Giles, Ralph, Graham & Neal 
Broadbent, aka Stringfever. With their 
electric instruments and live beat-box-
ing, the world’s first genetically modi-
fied string quartet combines exceptional 
musical skill with a real talent for involving 
and engaging audiences to provide you 
with a night you’ll never forget. 

The Northeast Iowa School of Music is 
bringing this international performance 
group to Dubuque for a concert on Feb-
ruary 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the Grand Opera 
House, sponsored in part by Premier Bank. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $12 for stu-
dents and are available at the Grand Opera 
House Box Office. Call (563) 588-1305 to 
charge tickets by phone or visit www.theg-
randoperahouse.com to order online.

Stringfever is a family affair with these 
four world class musicians who come from 

a long line of amazing musical talent and 
have put together a truly original show 
featuring five and six stringed electric vio-
lins, called violectras, a viola, and a cello. 
Some of the unique features of the show 
include Stringfever’s acclaimed version 
of “Bolero,” with all four members of the 
group playing one cello at the same time. 
At one point, the audience is challenged 
to a rousing game of name that tune, try-
ing to guess 20 of the most popular film 
theme songs, including a rousing rendi-
tion of a “007, James Bond medley.” The 
fantastic culmination of the show is the 
group’s signature finale, “The History of 
Music . . . in 5 minutes.” The unique instru-
ments and charismatic personalities of the 
members of the group make Stringfever 
a truly unique and unforgettable, not to 
miss, musical experience. Since catching 
the attention of Europeans from one side 
of the continent to the other, Stringfever 
has decided to make the journey across 
the ocean and share their incredible show 
with their American friends. Catch the 
fever and find the cure with Stringfever, a 
truly unique musical experience!

Derty Rice Mardi Gras Party 
Fat Tuesday, February 21, 6 p.m.   
Jumpers
Some places celebrate Mardi Gras con-
veniently on the weekend before, but 
Jumpers knows the only way to do it 
right is to celebrate on Fat Tuesday.  That 
happens to fall on Tuesday, February 21 
this year and as in years past, Jumpers is 
gonna make it a party.  

Co-owner Hobie and the Jumpers crew 
has established a Mardi Gras tradition of 
epic proportions in years past with jam-
balaya and beads and adult beverages 
worthy of the celebration.  Returning 
to kick it up a notch, zydeco party band 
Derty Rice will provide the dancing music.

For the uninitiated, Derty Rice is a 
piquant concoction which includes 
ingredients from the popular zydeco 
band We’re Late & Smell Like Beer 
including drummer Jimmy Berg, trum-
pet and washboard player Rob Martin, 
and Jeff Weydert (from whence the 

“Derty” spelling comes), along with the 
addition of the Lonely Goats featur-
ing Leo Roldan, Bob Ressler, and 365’s 
own Mike Ironside.  Derty Rice will be 
playing a mix of Mardi Gras themed 
music appropriate to the celebration, 
but you’ve got to get there early as the 
party starts right after happy hour at 
6 p.m.  After all it is a school night and 
theoretically, you’re supposed to repent 
the next day. But until then, laissez les 
bon temps rouler! 

Galena Mardi Gras Pub Crawl
Friday, February 17 
Join the party!  Miss Kitty from Galena’s 
Grape Escape will lead a band of merry 
revelers down Main Street for the Galena 
Downtown Business Association Mardi 
Gras Pub Crawl & Contest, Friday, February 
17 beginning at 6 p.m.  The night promises 
to be one of fun, friends, and traditional 
Mardi Gras spirit.  

Mardi Gras Pub Crawl participants can win 
one of three “Made in Galena” gift baskets 
or a grand prize drawing of $100 in Cham-
ber Bucks.  Simply follow the pub crawlers 
(or make your own way) and get a stamp 
at each of the participating businesses 
which include The Green Street Tavern, 
The VFW, The Elks, The Cornerstone, 

Paradise, Fried Green Tomatoes, Gobbies, 
The Galena Brewery, The Gold Room, and 
The Grape Escape where the winners will 
be announced after 10:30 p.m. 

For more information stop by The Grape 
Escape at 242 N. Main St., Galena after 
5 p.m. daily or email Wine@GrapeEs-
capeGalena.Com.
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Clearing snow and ice is like doning taxes. No one lines, it 
but we all have to do it at some point each year. Here are 
a few helpful hints to get you through your “taxes” this 
year with a little less grief. 

Ice Melt vs. Rock Salt vs. Sand

Rock Salt

• Inexpensive 
• Works at temperatures down to -5 degrees 
• Can cause damage to concrete surfaces and vegetation

Ice Melt
· A little bit can go a long way 
· More costly than rock salt 
· Work at temperatures  
  down to -10 degrees 
· Won’t harm concrete  
  or vegetation 
• Safer for pets

Sand
· Inexpensive 
· Used to add traction to an area 
· Can be a good choice when it’s too cold to use rock salt.

• Good choice for pavers, flagstone or other types of 
hardscapes that are more sensitive to damage. 

A few other things to keep in mind... 
The less moisture left on concrete, the less freeze and thaw 
action that will occur, causing fewer amounts of damage and 
cracking to concrete. After the ice melt or rock salt is applied, 
it’s always a good idea to clear away the slush that forms. 

All products that contain chloride can over time damage any 
rebar that is within the concrete.

 All rock salt and ice melts should be used as directed in order 
to work best with the least amount of damage to vegetation, 
pets, and concrete.

Rubber gloves are always a good idea to use whenever han-
dling these products.

Shovel not cutting it?    
Consider a snow blower…
Single-stage snow blowers are 
good for most urban and subur-
ban uses. They are lightweight and 
maneuverable; have a rubber 
edge auger that gets very close 
to the pavement; handle wet, 
heavy snow very well. But they will 
not handle the hard, icy accumulation left behind at the 
end of your driveway by the snowplow, and are not suit-
able for gravel.

A two-stage snow blower is good for larger driveways or 
drifting snow. It has an auger that breaks up the snow and 
an impeller that throws it. Its skids adjust the height and 
therefore are good for gravel. Most are self-propelled.

Tips to maximize your snow blower…

1. Test run the machine before the storm.

2. Keep necessary spare parts on hand: 
drive belts, spark plugs and most 
importantly oil.

3. Keep a wire brush, a scrap piece of 
wood and spray de-icer handy. You 
may well need any number of tools to 
keep the machine’s auger and other 
moving parts cleared of ice and com-
pacted snow. Never clear a clogged 
auger with the engine running.

4. Don’t forget the newspaper that’s 
been thrown into the driveway or onto 
the sidewalk. A frozen newspaper can 
clog a snow thrower like nobody’s 
business. 

5. Keep a can of spray lubricant handy. 
Moving parts that worked fine in the 
garage can suddenly stop performing 
when exposed to cold, wet conditions.

{ do it yourself advice from sara / pop quiz } pop quiz, hotshot!

365 proubly brings back the 365 Pop Quiz with the help 
of our friends at Fun-Games-Company. But it’s gonna be 
harder this time around. No more multiple choice. Either 
you know em’ or yer an miserable failure! : ) Good luck!

1. Who was 1st player ever drafted by the NFL  
in 1936?

2. Amelia Earhart was the 1st woman to  
successfully fly solo over what Ocean?

3. Name the two actors who have played the 
character “ # 2” in the Austin Powers movies?

4. What company claimed US coffee by the cup 
champion in 2011 by serving up 1.5 billion cups?     

5. What do the letters “POD” in Apple’s Ipod   
stand for?

6. According to the Chinese Zodiac 2012 is the 
year of the what?

7. Name the encryption machine used by Nazi 
Germany in WWll to send secret messages?

8. Who is the current President of Baseball 
Operations for the Chicago Cubs?

9. The Mississippi River is the worlds 4th longest 
river, name the 3 that are longer?

10. Who is journalist Anderson Coopers famous 
mother? 
   Answers on Page 31 
         _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Get a team and play Trivia Night... FREE...

• Every Wednesday 8 - 10 P.M.(Thru April)   
   @ Courtside Sports Bar, Dubuque  
 
•Steve’s Pizza in Platteville  
  Call 608-348-3136 for the trivia schedule
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{ bob’s book reviews / arts } why does God need spies?

by Bob Gelms

Juan Gomez-Jurado’s follow-up to his 
wildly successful first novel, God’s Spy, 
is called The Moses Expedition. If you 
like those quest kind of thriller/adven-
ture novels this one will have you losing 
plenty of sleep.

It seems the location of Ark of the Cov-
enant has been narrowed down to a 
small canyon in the Syrian desert and 
a crew of like minded adventurers have 
set out to find it. The cast of charac-
ters includes Andrea Otero, a journalist 
who complains a lot and is the focus 
of attempted murder on more than 
one occasion; Father Anthony Fowler, a 
mysterious priest who is and was a spy 
for the USA/CIA and a shadowy, super 
secret Vatican Organization, worked 
Intelligence for the Air Force, and the 
star of Gomez-Jurado’s first novel; Ray-
mond Kayn, a reclusive billionaire who is 
funding the expedition; Cecyl Forrester, 
an archeologist from Texas with an ego 
the size of my wife’s shoe collection; 
Moggens Dekker, A mercenary from 
South Africa who heads up security and 
a small force of mercenaries to keep 
the expedition safe – mercenaries who 
drink battery acid for breakfast, chew 
ground glass for lunch and gnaw on 
their own limbs for dinner…this group 
is a bunch of badass m****r f*****s.

They all have their own reasons for 
being there which, mostly, have noth-
ing to do with liberty, fraternity or egali-
tarianism nor does it have to do with 
the socio-political ramifications of this 
kind of discovery. There is a very neat 
“what if” in all of this. What if the Ark 
of the Covenant really was discovered 
what would happen and who would 
benefit the most. It turns out according 
to Mr. Gomez-Jurado Jews, Moslems, 
and Christians would all benefit in most 
prodigious ways. The benefits in the 
book, as would happen in real life, clash 
with all the other groups in most pro-
digious ways as well. For example, the 
Jews would see this as THE sign from 
God that the temple should be rebuilt 
and that the messiah is about to arrive. 
Unfortunately for all the Muslims in the 
world the third holiest shrine in all of 
Islam stands right in the middle of the 

Temple Mount where the temple is to 
be rebuilt in advance of the coming of 
the messiah. What is the possibility that 
this would annoy somebody?

There are significant repercussions here 
as a well as megalomaniac, self centered 
academic types who want the Ark to 
study and really think that that is going 
to happen. Jews, Moslems and Christians 
are all going to let some archeologists 
take the Ark home to study. RIIIGHT!

All the characters have their own 
agenda and It is a lot of fun to see if you 
can figure out who comes out ahead in 
the end. I don’t want to spoil anything 
but suffice it to say you just might be 
surprised. The Moses Expedition is a 
quick read, a page turner extraordinaire, 
and sure to please those folks who like 
quest stories.

The book does suffer, unintentionally 
I think, from comparisons to Raiders 
of the Lost Ark, even though this hap-
pens in the present time and not during 
World War II. The archeologist is nothing 
like Indiana Jones and none of the real 
world repercussions discussed in The 
Moses Expedition are even remotely 
hinted at in Raiders of the Lost Ark. It 
is just that any Ark story will always be 
compared to Raiders just because of the 
impact it has had on our culture. Don’t 
let that turn your head away from The 
Moses Expedition. The book is wonder-
ful and you will have a wonderful time 
reading it.

God’s Spy Strikes Back!

Art @ Your Library® 
Opening Reception 
Fri. Feb. 3, 5:30 p.m. 
Carnegie-Stout  
Public Library 
Nature’s varied colors and 
shapes are the groundwork 
themes for the artists for 
the next Art @ Your Library® 
show at Dubuque’s Carne-
gie-Stout Public Library in 
February and March 2012. 

Mixed media artist Janelle 
Cannavo embeds the color 
and texture of nature into 
her paintings, fiber artist 
Susan Hoppenworth trans-
lates human experiences 
into her art, and wooden 
sculpture artist Mike Reiss 

credits trees through his sculptures to 
display nature’s beauty.  

An opening reception will be held from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, February 3 
in the Library’s historic Rotunda. During 
the reception the artists will be on hand 

to meet people and dis-
cuss their works. The event 
is open to the public and 
admission is free. Refresh-
ments will be served.  

Art @ your library® con-
tinues the relationship 
between the Library and 
art throughout its 110 year 
history by bringing unique, 
local exhibits to the Library. 
There will be a variety of 
two dimensional and three 
dimensional artists over the 
next year.  An artist recep-
tion for each show high-
lights current artist’s work 
to friends, library patrons, 
and collectors where the 
art will be for sale.

Darcy Horn Trunk Show 
Outside the Lines Gallery  
Saturday, February 11, 10a.m. - 2p.m. 
Outside the Lines Art Gallery will host Red Oak, 
Iowa jewelry designer, Darcy Horn at the gal-
lery on Saturday, February 11, 2012 from 10am 
til 2pm.  Darcy Horn, owner of The Jade Dog, is 
a talented and extremely versatile jeweler pro-
ducing a wide variety of original design brace-
lets, necklaces and pendants, earrings, and 
pins.  Horn will be at the gallery from 10am 
until 2pm and will have a broad selection of 
her work on hand for sale and will have works 
in progress to share with customers.

Horn studied art history at the University of 
Nebraska, American History at the University 
of Maryland/Asian Division in Yakota, Japan 
and American and Architectural History  at 
the University of Nebraska.  She has taught 
beadweaving, bead work, chainmaille and 
jewelry design at a variety of colleges and 
museums and her work has been featured in 
national magazines and television.   

Horn states: For structure and balance I turn 
to my study of architecture, especially that 
of Corbusier and Gaudi. I am also inspired by 
the sounds, smells, people, and landscapes 
of the Northwest and Southwest. 

When someone wears my work, I want them 
to feel like they are part of a living sculpture. 
My designs enhance and accentuate that 
person’s uniqueness, their individuality

Outside the Lines Art Gallery represents 
over 85 artists and artisans, most of whom 
live in the Tri-state area.  The gallery is open 

Monday through Saturday, 10am – 5pm.  
Currently, the gallery is featuring a group 
show of mixed media works that represent 
the Mississippi River.  This exhibit will run 
through February, 2012.  

Please contact the gallery if you have any 
questions or need additional images or 
information, thank you!
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When I was born, I had a full complement 
of aunts and uncles. Though my parents’ 
families were nowhere near the size of 
some Dubuque clans, my mom had a 
sister and two brothers, and my dad had  
-- let’s see – two sisters and two brothers. 
Dad also had two very nice step-sisters by 
the time I was born. I never got to meet 
his sweet-looking sister Bernice, since she 
died, like so many, in the 1918 flu epidemic. 

My parents had a quirky similarity in their 
families’ structure. Both Mom and Dad 
were preceded by older siblings, each just 
a few years apart from the other. Then 
the families seemed to stop, as if Harold 
(my father) and Iona (my mother) were 
destined to be the last in their lineage, at 
least until they grew up and had children 
of their own.

But in each family – the Kresses and the 
Rippertons – a late, last “surprise” baby 
came along after many years. So when 
he was ten, my dad’s parents had a final 
son, named Robert. And when my mom 
was – get this! – fifteen, her mother bore 
another son, named Clayton. A bonus 
baby, you might say. Mom didn’t know her 
mother was expecting until a neighbor 
lady told her. She thinks her mom was too 
embarrassed to tell her teenage son and 
daughters there was going to be another 
baby in the house. 

And so Clayton arrived, when his sisters 
were old enough to date, to drive, to 
swoon over Frank Sinatra, and when his 
brother, Dacil, was about to ship off with 
the Navy. 

One of my favorite family photos shows 
Dacil and Clayton on the front porch of 
their plain little house in Davenport. Dacil 
is reading a book to Clayton, who is much 
too young to read. I’d give anything to 
know the name of that book, or how old 
Clayton was when his brother moved 
away. Dacil ended up in Texas, with a 
wonderful bride named Arvin but no 
children of their own. They visited often, 
and I grew up knowing both of  Mom’s 
brothers as adults, as if they were close in 
age. 

Dacil and Arvin, Ethel and Albie, Iona 
and Harold, Clayton and Joanie. (Clayton 
would later shock the clan by divorcing 

her and marrying Maureen, who is the 
last family member to exchange real, 
from-the-heart, letters with me.) 

Aunts and uncles are just there, you 
know? A part of your life and your 
family. You’re always a bit of a kid to 
them, it seems, even when you have 
babies of your own and bring them 
back home to be passed around the 
circle in the living room. 

I don’t know how it is with most other 
families, but when my father died 
and my mother began to falter, I felt 
like I’d been suddenly catapulted 
into real grown-up-hood. Ready or 
not, there were decisions to be made, 
and since my only sibling is mentally 
handicapped, it was all left up to 
me – but in a good way. They supported 
whatever I felt was best. I visited them, 
just me or with one of my kids, both for 
support and for the kind of understanding 
only a close family member can give.

Now there is only one uncle left. The 
Kresses are all gone, though they left 
plenty of offspring. Of the Rippertons, 
there is just my Uncle Clayton, and he is 
dwindling fast. Of those four siblings, the 
ones with the old-fashioned names, first 
Iona and then Dacil were robbed of their 
peaceful sunset years by the scourge that 
is Alzheimer’s Disease. More years ago 
than I care to count, my Aunt Maureen 
began confiding in me that Clayton was 
falling prey to it, too.  This past Christmas 
brought yet another distressing letter, this 
one telling me that despite her best efforts 
and most fervent desires, she was no 
longer able to care for the man she loved 
at home, and he was now in a nursing 
home. It is near their house, but as she put 
it, she could not believe the two of them 
would never live together again. 

I’ll confess, it’s been too long since I saw 
my Uncle Clayton. They lived just far 
enough away that I could not manage a 
trip to see them when I was in Davenport 
to visit my mom. They did, though, come 
along with Ethel and Albie and one of their 
sons to visit Mom in the Dubuque nursing 
home to which I finally brought her. Even 
after all that time, and the ravages of age, 
each of those voices was so resonant, so 
much a part of my childhood, it was a joy 

to have them all together one last time. (In 
the same way, my sister’s voice, no matter 
the trouble she causes me, is the one sure 

thing that gives me back my 
childhood for a moment.) 

Of those four Ripperton  siblings, 
only Aunt Ethel escaped the curse of 
Alzheimer’s. Even thinking of her now 
makes me smile. She and Albie were 
the most cheerful people I’ve ever 
known, and even when he could no 
longer walk and she could no longer 
see, a visit to them never failed to 
buoy me up. Just being in that house, 
where so many holidays had been 
celebrated with beer and roast beasts 
and cigar smoke, was a comfort.

I fear now that the next letter from 
Maureen, if not the next phone call 
from a cousin seen only at funerals 
these days, will be the one that tells 

me all my uncles are now gone. John, 
Robert. Dacil, Clayton. Not so many, after 
all. But more than enough, way back then.

pam2617@yahoo.com

My Last Uncle    
by pam kress-dunn

uncles seem all too rare lately.{ pam kress-dunn }

Dacil (left) and Clayton
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{ carnegie-stout / mattitude } whoa, its freakin’ out my eyeballs!

A common road block faced when we 
try to make progress is the lack of focus 
on today. Identify what progress looks 
like to you and then take measurable 
action to achieve it today. Concentrate 
on the activities that put today in the 
win column. This win today mentality 
is grand because you don’t have to 
fret over a bad yesterday nor are you 
demoralized by tomorrow. Consistent 
day-to-day victories turn into weeks, 
which become months, which convert 
to years, which equal success. 

When making progress towards your 
goals don’t think about yesterday and 
don’t bother with tomorrow. Today is 
the day. If progress for the day is to 
contact five new prospects, then do it. 
Grab a list and go see two people, pick 
up the phone and call two of them and 
then send the fifth one an email. There, 
you’ve called on five new prospects. 
You have just won today. Don’t worry 
about the fact that you didn’t call 
anyone yesterday, don’t worry about 
your list tomorrow, just do what it 
takes to consider today a win.

Maybe winning today for you means 
only 1 pack of cigarettes instead of 2? 
Are you trying to lose 30 pounds? How 
about putting the bag of chips down, 
turning off the biggest loser and going 
for a walk? If that’s all you did today, 
consider it a win. Then you can go to 
bed knowing you did well in laying a 
piece of the foundation for what you 
will accomplish down the road. Put 
enough days in the win pile and you’ll 
see the progress.

Sure, you’ll need some long term 
goals and plans for the future but 
don’t get overwhelmed with the 
realization of all you have to get 
done. If you just focus on today it 
can relieve a lot of stress. What can 
you do right now that helps you 
win today? Focus on that and make 
forward progress.

I’ve learned that it is essential for my 
happiness and success to win today. 
When tomorrow gets here, I’m going 
to do all I can to put it in the win pile. 
How about you? Did you put today 
in the win pile? I challenge you to 
see how big you can grow your 
pile of wins. Concentrate on the 
activities that give you a win today. 
Consistent day-to-day wins turn 
into weeks, which become months, 
which convert to years, which equal 
success.

Win Today
by matt booth

Mattitude Improvement Tip
Waking Up Earlier
What is the most common excuse for 
not getting something finished? It is 
lack of time. Many people complain 
about being unable to accomplish 
everything, yet some people seem 
to accomplish way more. It’s not only 
because of talents or focus they have, 
what often makes the difference is how 
they manage their time. There are many 
time management suggestions, but 
waking up earlier is straightforward and 
underestimated. You don’t have to wake 
up at 4 am, but adding 30 to 60 minutes 
in the morning can make a gigantic dif-
ference in your day. Let me suggest this 
– set your alarm a minute earlier every 
day for the next 60 days. Then make 
sure that you get out of bed when your 
alarm goes off and begin working on 
the activities that help you win.

There are hundreds of thousands of simple 
ways to improve. What improvement tips do 
you have? Is there something you’ve done 
that has made a difference in the way you 
live? Send your improvement tip to matt@
mattbooth.com. If I use it to help others, I’ll 
send you a copy of my new book –  
Be Yourself, Improve Yourself. 

Downton Abbey is back on PBS for a second season! The 
popular British series explores the social and technolog-
ical change during the period surrounding WWI from 
the perspective of country home’s residents and staff. If 
you missed the first season (or want to be on the list for 
season two), you can place a hold in our catalogor watch 
online at PBS (including bonus features).

If you’re one of the many caught up in the drama and romance of Downtown Abbey, 
we’ve put together a list of other books and programs that you may enjoy. 
Upstairs, Downstairs (TV DVD) The original drama of life of the nobility and their 
servants in a stately (London) home and the upheaval of the early 20th century. 
Gosford Park (Feature DVD) A comic murder mystery at a posh weekend house party. 
Manor House (DVD 942.082) British reality TV. A family spends three months living as 
an early 20th century aristocratic family, while others take on the roles of the servants.
The Perfect Summer by Juliet Nicolson. An engaging look at history from the corona-
tion of George V to the fight for women’s suffrage and the rights of industrial workers. 
Fall of Giants by Ken Follett  Set during the upheaval of WWI and the years following. 
This compelling and character-driven novel is the first in a planned trilogy that will 
follow five families from different walks of life, from the mines of Wales to the Russian 
revolution.Fiennders Keepers by Jean Marsh, co-creator of Upstairs, Downstairs, is a 
story of forbidden romance between the daughter of the gamekeeper and the heir to 
the estate set during the early 20th century.  
You may also enjoy the works of P.G. Wodehouse, Agatha Christie, and these other 
authors: The Forsyte Saga by John Galsworthy ,The Pursuit of Love by Nancy Mitford. 
The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro, The House at Riverton by Kate Morton, 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque, The Observations by Jane 
Harris, Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh, A Bitter Truth 
by Charles Todd, Parade’s End by Ford Madox Ford, A Room 
With a View by E.M. Forster, The American Heiress by Daisy 
Goodwin, Gone With The Windsors by Laurie Graham, and The 
Little Stranger by Sarah Waters. Use the QR code to the right to 
read the full, detailed reading list on Dubuque365.com.

Genealogy Instruction Classes 
Carnegie-Stout Public Library will offer a 7-class series of genealogy instruction taught 
by consultants from the Dubuque Family History Center.  Each class will cover differ-
ent resources available for genealogy research including using FamilySearch.org, a 
free genealogy website and utilizing the Dubuque Family History Center. The final 
class will include a tour of the library genealogy area and discuss resources avail-
able at Carnegie-Stout Public Library.  All classes will be held on Thursday nights 
from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Aigler Auditorium.  The class schedule is as follows:

Attendance at all classes is encouraged but not required. The classes are free and open to the 
public.  Please bring materials to take notes.  For more information, please call the Carnegie-
Stout Public Library at 563-589-4225, or visit the Library’s website, www.dubuque.lib.ia.us. 

Feb 2: Intro to FamilySearch.org  
Feb. 23: Learn Wikis and Forums
Mar. 1: Family Trees, Catalog, Books
Mar 8: Records 

Mar 15: Local Family History Cntr. Services
Mar 29: FamilySearch.org / social network
April 5: Tour of Library genealogy 
resources and databases
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February marks National Sweet Potato 
Month; here are ideas from your Hy-Vee 
dietitians to help you enjoy this “super spud.”

How to select and store sweet potatoes:
• For the best flavor, choose sweet potatoes 
that are firm and do not have any cracks, 
bruises or soft spots.

• Sweet potatoes should be stored in a cool, 
dark and well-ventilated place.

• Avoid refrigerating sweet potatoes, as the 
cold temperature and negatively alter their 
flavor.

Health benefits of sweet potatoes:

Antioxidants
Beta-carotene gives the sweet potato its 
deep orange color. One medium potato 
also provides us with over 200% of our Daily 
Value of vitamin A. Vitamin A plays a key role 
in the health of our eyes, skin, skeletal and 
soft tissue, and even our teeth!

Anthocyanin lends the purple 
sweet potato its unusual violet 
hue. Purple sweet potatoes contain 
antioxidants with anti-inflammatory 
properties similar to red wine. 

Blood Sugar Regulation
The high fiber content of sweet 
potatoes slows the release of 
sugar into the bloodstream, 
helping to keep blood sugar 
steady.

6 New Ways to   
Enjoy Sweet Potatoes
• Wash and peel sweet potatoes; 
cut into long ¾-inch-wide strips; 
toss with olive oil and cayenne 

pepper. Bake at 425 degrees F for 25 
minutes for crispy sweet potato fries with 
a kick! The fat content of the oil will help 
with absorption of the beta-carotene in 
the sweet potatoes.

• Purée cooked sweet potatoes with 
bananas, maple syrup and cinnamon. 
Top with chopped walnuts. The healthy 
fat in walnuts also helps with beta-
carotene absorption.

• Sweet potato pancakes:
2 large eggs
1 cup buttermilk
2 1/2 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 cup store-bought pancake mix
1 small pinch ground nutmeg
1 small sweet potato, boiled,  
  peeled and mashed 
Cook batter according to pancake mix 
directions.

• Make your own baby food by puréeing 
cooked sweet potato, adding water for 
correct consistency.

• Microwave a medium-sized spud on 
HIGH for 4-6 minutes. Cut off the top 
fourth of the potato and scoop out the 
flesh. Blend the inside of the potato 
with a splash of skim milk, a spoonful of 
maple syrup and a sprinkle of pumpkin 
pie spice. Stuff the mixture back into the 
potato shell and sprinkle with chopped 
pecans.

• Grill them! Wash, leave peel on and cut into 
wedges. Marinate with bottled low-sodium 
teriyaki sauce and grill until tender.

{ eathing healty with hy-vee } where’s the sweet potato fries bullet?

National Sweet Potato Month
with nutritionists Pat Fisher
Megan Horstman & Amber Jaeger
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{ puzzles }

Place a number in the 
empty boxes in such a 

way that each row across, 
each column down and 
each small 9-box square 

contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

Answer on page 31.

is that supposed to be hidden shape there in the sudoku or something?

Spot the Difference 
Can you spot 10 differences between the two versions of this photo of the 
band Galic Storm from the cover of 365ink. - Answers on page 31.

Answer on page 35
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Breitbach-Estafen 
Family Benefit 
Sunday, February 12, 3 P.M.  
The Bank, Hotel Julien, The Lift  
Love, walking down Main 
Organizers of a benefit for the Breitbach-
Estafen family invite everyone to join the 
community in supporting David, Maple, 
Alam, and Judah after the sudden, tragic 
loss of 3-year-old Nakoa last month.  Follow-
ing the success of a heartwarming benefit 
at The Cornerstone in Galena, the Dubuque 
benefit will feature lots of great food, games 
for kids, silent and live auctions, and dozens 
of musicians performing at three venues 
along Main Street.  Beginning at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 12, the Breitbach-Estafen 
Family Benefit will be hosted by The Bank 
Bar & Grille, the Hotel Julien, and The Lift.  
The $10 admission includes access to all 
three venues with kids 12 and under free.  

Having all three venues within three blocks 
along Main Street will prove convenient for 
attendees as many will want to visit each 
place for a variety of great food, both silent 
and live auctions, live music and fun.  The 
Bank Bar & Grille will offer The Food Store’s 
famous veggie egg rolls (try ‘em with the Thai 
peanut sauce!) and a variety of signature deli 
meats and cheeses. The chefs from Caroline’s 
at the Hotel Julien will be whipping up beef 
satay skewers, tandoori chicken kabobs in 
peanut sauce, veggie kabobs and meatballs.  
The Lift will feature spicy buffalo wings from 
The Food Store (these were a big hit at the 
Cornerstone event!) and barbequed tofu for 
the vegan crowd. Each venue will also have 
veggie trays, chips and hummus, coffee, chai 
tea, lemonade and sweets.  All meats served 
will be local and organic.  

Live music starts at 3 p.m. at all three venues 
with performances by family and friends of 
the Breitbach family including sets by Dave 
Zollo, the Mississippi Band, Feast of Mut-
ton, The Medicine Band and a reunion of 
The Troves (see the schedule for bands and 
times).  Denny Garcia will perform with The 

Folk-ups which will undoubtedly provide an 
opportunity for a variety of the participat-
ing musicians to join in the jam.  

The Fun-N-Games Company will lead kids 
activities in the River Room at the Hotel 
Julien (the ballroom adjacent to the River-
boat Lounge) making the venue especially 
family-freindly.  There will be a wide vari-
ety of silent and live auction items includ-
ing great art, musical instruments, bikes, 
food, gift certificates, concert tickets, and 
goods of all kinds. Alice McMahon’s original 
artwork “Pearl: Janis Joplin” will be on dis-
play at the benefit.  Details and a link to the 
eBay auction can be found at http://j.mp/
alice-for-nakoa.  All three venues will host 
a live auction, with staggered start times so 
guests can bid at all three.  

It all adds up to a fun, family-friendly Sunday 
afternoon and an opportunity for people to 
come together as a community to help the 
David and Maple Breitbach-Estafen family 
through this difficult time.  

The Bank Bar & Grille
3:00 p.m. – River Breitbach Band 
5:00 p.m. – Live Auction 
5:30 p.m. – Dave Zollo

Hotel Julien
3:00 p.m. – Kid Fun starts 
3:00 p.m. – Maureen Leytem &  
The Young Hearts 
4:30 p.m. – Feast of Mutton 
6:00 p.m. – Live Auction 
6:30 p.m. – The Troves Reunion

The Lift 
3:00 p.m. – Mississippi Band 
7:00 p.m. – Live Auction 
8:00 p.m. – The Medicine Band  
9:00 p.m. – The One Hat Band 
11:00 p.m. – Denny & The Folk-Ups 

{ nakoa moonhawk benefit } big love for a gentle shaman warrior.

www.dubcolib.lib.ia.us

Dubuque County Library  
Book Discussion
February 23rd at 6:30 p.m. at 
NICC/Peosta Branch Library

Join us as part of the 2012 All Iowa 
Reads iniative for a book discussion 
of Tracy Kidder’s Strength in What 
Remains. Copies for the discussion 
are available at all branch locations. 
Take advange of this and many 

more opportunities avaialble to 
you and your family through the 
Dubuque County Library. 

Five Convenient 
County Locations... 
Same Great Service!

Asbury Branch 
5900 Saratoga Plaza, Suite 5
563-582-0008

Farley/Drexler Mid Sch 
405 3rd Ave. N.E.  
563-744-3371 ext. 5160

Epworth 
110 Bierman Road S.E. 
563-876-3388

Holy Cross 
938 Church St. 
563-870-2082

NICC / Peosta 
10250 Sundown Road 
563-556-5110 ext. 224
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Dear Trixie,  
My girlfriend is always ordering me around 
and accusing me of cheating on her.  I 
have to listen to her babbling on and on 
and she couldn’t be more wrong!   
-Weak and Ineffectual

Dear weak and Ineffectual, 
The words you choose to use to 
communicate with her are obviously not 
strong enough to get her attention and 
remedy her behavior. Whenever I can’t 
muster the courage to say what mean I 
turn to an expert and quote them.  In this 
case it’s Mr. T.  “woman, I don’t need no 
jibba jabba. Stop talking or I will  take my 
fist and tattoo my initials on yo brain.” This 
should be said in a deep, threatening voice.

Dear Trixie, 
I was at a social function last week and 
the manager of the other store was there. 
I was expected to introduce him to one 
of the executives and all of a sudden I 
completely blanked on his name. This is a 
guy I work with but not often. Still I should 
have remembered hi s name. I stood there 
stammering and then wished I’d have a heart 
attack. Should I have faked a heart attack?  
-Roger DeBris

Dear Roger, 
You should never fake a heart attack to 
get out of remembering some executive’s 
name. No one is that good of an actor. The 
EKG at the hospital will prove you were 
faking it and you will come off worse than 
you would had you simple said, “I am so 
sorry but I cannot remember your name!”

You need to fake  a choking episode. As 
soon as you realize you are flummoxed 
name-wise, pop a baby carrot in your 
mouth and start gagging. If no one steps 
in you can do a Heimlich on yourself and 
then spit the carrot across the room.  Keep 
coughing and no one will ask you anything 
else accept, “Are you all right?” It’s not 
lying—it’s THEATRE.

Dear Trixie, 
Valentine’s Day is right around the corner and 
this year I have an almost-but-not-quite real 
girlfriend. We haven’t got to the point of sex 
except for kisses but I’d like to move to the next 
level. What gift can you recommend ?  
-Novice Lover

Dear Novice Lover, 
Nothing says romance to a woman better than 
an 802 XJ Wireless Router or a remote controlled 
fart machine. Flowers will also suffice.

Dear Trixie, 
I am invited to quite a few dinner functions 
which are usually held at fine restaurants. I am 
always disgusted by the table manners I see 
from others.  Don’t people know that when 
you are finished eating you signal this to the 
waiter by  laying the fork and knife, tines down 
at 45 degree angle?  I realize many people 
haven’t had the experiences or upbringing 
that I have had. And very few people 
have been taught “continental” dining. 
But I cannot stand to see people lick their 
silverware or plates! Is that the most revolting 
thing of which you have ever heard?  
-Edgar Livermore Chase The Third

Dear Edgar et. all”, 
That doesn’t bother me nearly as much as 
when they lick my  plate and fork.

Dear Trixie, 
My name is Earl—okay? I am single and like 
puppies—okay? My biggest gripe—okay?-- 
is folks who can’t communicate without 
saying, “okay?” at least three times in every 
sentence.  This also applies—okay?—to 
people who constantly say, “like”. As in , “like 
my name is Earl—okay? Like I’m single—
okay?”  I have never like been to college—
okay? But, like, I know how to like speak, 
okay? Could you please tell your readers 
that it is okay to like not say okay?  
-Well Spoken and  Proud of It

Dear Well Spoken,  
Like—okay!

{ february events / trixie kitsch } don’t you get trixie with me, pal!
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{dr. skrap / puzzle answers} organic food... or as your grandparents called it... food!

Aries 3/21-4/19 
The way you pour those Doritos, 
you’ll be needing that treadmill 

tonight. Do your downstairs neighbors a 
favor and give them a heads up so they have 
time to prop a steel beam under the droop 
above their dining room table.

  Taurus  4/20-5/20  
If today is your birthday, avoid 
physical contact. Maybe you will 

or maybe you won’t, but your worst enemy 
predicts that it’s your day to receive a com-
municable disease.

Gemini  5/21-6/21   
A leopard may not be able to 
change its spots, but if the 18 
grams of saturated fat aren’t con-

vincing enough, hold off on that 800 calorie 
Mickey D’s burger if you have any hope for 
your future love life.

Cancer  6/22-7/22   
Taking 8 pages of unintelligible 
notes on a lecture on how to boil 
water won’t help you pass the 

test if you can’t find the pan.

Leo  7/23-8/22   
The January thaw is no reason to 
be wearing shorts and flip-flops 

but if you do, we do not want to hear you 
complaining about the “cold” in mid-Sep-
tember.  Come to think of it, we definitely 
don’t want to hear you complaining about 
the three weeks of winter this season either. 

Virgo  8/23-9/22 
It’s only February and already 
you’ve failed at your New Year’s 

resolutions.  It’s actually pretty common 
and understandable.  Still, there’s got to be 
a slightly healthier way to get your mint and 
chocolate fix than smoking menthols while 

you eat Ben & Jerry’s. 

Libra  9/23-10/22 
It suddenly occurs to you that 
2012 is a leap year and that 365 
should change it’s name to 366 
for the year.  Uh yeah … not 

gonna happen. 

Scorpio 10/23-11/21   
Being a leap year, it’s traditional 
for women to be “allowed” the 
“opportunity” to ask men to 

marry them on February 29.  Gadzooks!  
Pretty soon they’ll be wanting to vote and 
drive motorcars too. 

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21    
You’ve been wondering if you 
should try some of those wildly 

popular “skinny” jeans.  The answer is “no.” 

Capricorn  12/22-1/19   
Upon the first draft of your tax 
return you start planning all the 

things on which you’re going to spend the 
money.  Better hold that thought until you 
check the Christmas credit card balance. 

 Aquarius 1/20-2/18  
Your initiative to start the year 
fresh with a new wall color has 

stalled because you are overwhelmed by 
the choices of paint colors.  Just pick one 
before someone else talks you into some-
thing you have to stare at the rest of the year. 

 Pisces  2/19-3/20  
As president, Newt Gingrich says 
he would build a space station 

on the moon and populate it with 10,000 
Americans, maybe even manufacture goods 
there.  And you thought Ron Paul was the 
“wacko” candidate.

Sudoku Crossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS (From page 32)
Spot the Difference

Pop Quiz 
from Page 23 

1. Jay Berwanger 
2. Atlantic 
3. Robert Wagner 
    /Rob Lowe 
4. Dunkin Donuts 
5. Portable Open Database
6. Dragon 
7. Enigma 
8. Theo Epstein 
9. Nile/Amazon/Yangtze 
10.Gloria Vanderbilt
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