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Where’s Kim Jong Il
We’ve hidden Kim Jong Il somewhere in this 
issue of 365ink. Can you find him? 
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Bah Humbug!

Christmas is here, the toy season is 
wrapping up and I’m in a festive, holiday 
furvor; Not one featuring Christmas red, 
but more of one featuring furious rage 
red. I’ve done my civic duty, we got tens of 
thousands of toys out to thousands of kids 
and now everyone can just go take a flying 
leap!

My wife thinks I have some anger issues 
to get through. I don’t think I have “anger” 
issues. I think others have “stupidity and 
need a kick in the butt” issues. I didn’t tell 
these people to be horrible people or lazy 
people or careless people. They made 
those choices themselves and chose to do 
it in front of, or more importantly, to me. In 
fact I think I should be commended for just 
bottling up that rage and bringing it home 
and not unleashing on those that have 
made my life difficult this month. I don’t 
go raging on my poor wife. But she gets to 
hear me lambaste everyone else. I get the 
hear her do the rest of the year, I should get 
December as my venting month.

Let’s discuss them and see which column 
they belong in: A) Bryce has anger issues, 
or B) Someone needs an ass kicking.

After a long afternoon and evening of 
collecting toys this weekend, I ordered 
some of our favorite take-out food to 
enjoy on the couch at home with my shoes 
off in complete relaxation. After waiting 
about ten minutes, they put some food 
into a paper bag on the counter and went 
about their business. Clearly there was 
another dish yet to come. Another ten 
minutes pass and just when I’m getting 
fidgety enough to say something, the girl 
standing behind the bar saunters over to 
the bag, looks inside, then folds it over and 
stapes it and brings it to me. She didn’t 
put anything else in first. So my food sat 
there for ten minutes while three staff 
chatted and goofed around behind the 
bar before one bothered to look at it. She 
brought it to me (I had already paid for it) 
and said thanks. I was struck speechless 
with befuddlement and disbelief. My knees 
are tired and aching and I’m sitting here 
waiting... for NOTHING! And now I can take 
my ten minutes colder food home. I shook 
my head at her in stunned amazement and 
just left. Should I have not shaken my head? 
Should I have explained what they just did 
to me (because clearly they were blissfully 
unaware of their massive customer service 

failings), or should I give her the Five Point 
Palm Exploding Heart Technique?

Next. If I ask you a question in an e-mail, 
a specific question, answer the damn 
question. If I say “do you like option one or 
option two”, replying with “looks great” is 
not an acceptable response! Further, if I say 
something like “are they on the list and did 
the list get served already”, replying with “if 
they’re on the list they’ll get served” neither 
answers my question nor solves any issues 
whatsoever. Thank you for wasting my 
time and making me ask you all over again. 
What is the nice way to say, “just answer the 
damn question I asked you the first time!”

And finally, someone stole my wallet, right 
from my well labeled Toys For Tots truck, 
I’m assuming. Then they put hundreds of 
dollars of gas on all my credit cards, mostly 
my also clearly logo-emblazoned Toys For 
Tots credit card.  I don’t know if I’m more 
mad at the human trash that would take 
and use a Toys For Tots charity credit card, 
or simply woefully disheartened at the 
more than 20 people who knowingly and 
willingly made the conscious choice to 
join this person in the eternal files of hell 
by being one of the many cars that filled 
up with that purloined toy money. (Yes, 
it’s fraud insured, but still...). You just know 
these scumbags were probably on my list 
to get their kids free toys this year too... 

Keep the faith.  I know. Anger is in check, 
or so I think.

Here are my favorite fun Toys For Tots 
quotes from 2011. “I’m sorry, but don’t 
Marines make a decent living? Do their kids 
really need all these toys?” After being told 
what Toys For Tots is she replied,  “Oh, well 
you really need to put that on all you signs. 
It’s very confusing” I guess 60+ years of 
marketing just hasn’t sunk in yet. 

And the winner for 2011... “Can I get toys for 
my step-sons from Missouri?”.  “No Ma’am, 
I’m sorry, only local children. They’ll need 
to be served in Missouri.” “How about my 
daughter, she’s from Dubuque.” “Sure, how 
old is she.” “24.”  “Oh, I see, she’s got kids she 
needs toys for?” “No.”  : (

By the way, Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to you and yours... unless you’re 
driving around on my gas. If that’s you, 
then you can “go die in a fire”, as Tim 
Brechlin would say. Merry Christmas, Tim!

{ bryce’s inkubator } some people just love to hear bryce rant when he’s on the warpath!
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The Polar Express   
4D Experience 
Through January 29  
National Mississippi   
River Museum & Aquarium 
A magical 15-minute 3D/4D version of 
The Polar Express movie starring Tom 
Hanks, The Polar Express 4-D Experience 
is now playing at the National Mississippi 
River Museum & Aquarium. It will run 
daily through January 29, 2012 — with 
the exception of December 25, when the 
Museum & Aquarium is closed for the 
Christmas holiday. Journey along with a 
doubting young boy who gets aboard 
a magical train ride to the North Pole in 
this classic tale of wonder and hope. The 
custom special effects of the Museum & 
Aquarium’s 4-D theater technology will 
give viewers an unforgettable multi-sen-
sory adventure.  When the Polar Express 
train arrives in front of the young boy’s 
house, the theater will emit steam and 
rattle your seats. When the “Hot Choco-
late” song and dance begins, the delight-
ful aroma of hot cocoa will fill the air. The 
Polar Express 4-D Experience will show 
seven times daily, tickets are $6, and 
museum admission is not required.

Acoustic Music Night 
Dec. 30, 6-8 p.m.  
Park Farm Winery 

Enjoy wine and music by the fire-
place on Friday, December 30 dur-

ing Park Farm Winery’s Acoustic Music 
Night. Relax after the pressure of the holi-
days with appetizers and acoustic music 
from 6 to 8 p.m. by Andy Wilberding. $15 
cover for two guests includes 2 glasses of 

wine and a cheesy bread appetizer from 
the Wood-Fire Pizza Kitchen, which will 
be open for pizza orders. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. and groups over 4 need to call in 
advance for seating at (563) 557-3727. Park 
Farm Winery is located in the rolling hills 
two miles east of Bankston, Iowa. Learn 
more at www.parkfarmwinery.com or at 
www.facebook.com/ParkFarmWinery.

Shop the Farmer’s Market 
Every Saturday, 9 a.m.-noon  
Colts Center, 1101 Central 
Support local growers by shopping every 
Saturday morning from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon at the Dubuque Winter Farmers’ 
Market. Find everything from jams and 
jellies to apples and squashes, to meats, 
wines, honey, home baked breads and 
desserts. Decorate your dining table with 
locally produced delicious goodness. Give 
Market Bucks as a gift certificate, available 
in $5 increments. The Dubuque Winter 
Farmers’ Market is held every Saturday 
through April at the Colts Center, 1101 
Central Avenue. For the latest informa-
tion, events and a list of vendors, look for 
the Dubuque Winter Farmers’ Market on 
Facebook.

A Neil Diamond Tribute 
Dec. 31, 7 p.m.  
Ohnward Fine Arts Center, Maquoketa 

On New Year’s Eve, Ohnward Fine 
Arts Center will present one show 

only of A Neil Diamond Tribute at 7 p.m. 
Experience the feel of Neil in this magi-
cal tribute that tells the story of Neil’s 
life through his own songs from the 60s, 
70s and 80s, starring Neil Diamond look 
& sound alike, quick change artist Keith 
Allyn from Branson, Missouri. Tickets are 

$22 in advance, $25 at the door. Students, 
$13 in advance, $15 at the door. To learn 
more, visit www.ohnwardfineartscenter.
com.

First Day Hike 
New Year’s Day, 1 p.m.  
Mines of Spain 

What better way to kick off the 
New Year than with a hike at a state 

park? Think of it as the start of a new and 
healthy lifestyle, for the whole family. To 
celebrate the start of the winter recreation 
season, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and the Friends of the Mines 
of Spain will sponsor a free First Day Fam-
ily Hike at the Mines of Spain Recreation 
Area on New Year’s Day, as a way to con-
nect children and parents with the great 
outdoors even – or maybe especially – in 
winter.

The hike at the Mines of Spain is scheduled 
for January 1, 2012 starting at 1:00 p.m. at 
the E. B. Lyons Interpretive Center. Partici-
pants are urged to arrive half an hour early 
to register. Cocoa, coffee and refresh-
ments will be available for all participants, 
and the center’s exhibits and displays will 
be open for viewing. Dress warmly; wear 
layers of clothing and sturdy, warm hiking 
boots or shoes, as well as a hat and gloves, 
and bring water.  

Cross Country Ski Clinic  
New Year’s Day, 1-4 p.m.  
Mines of Spain 

Get a free introductory lesson in 
cross country skiing at the E. B. 

Lyons Interpretive Center in the Mines of 
Spain Recreation Area on January 1st from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Guest instructor Earl Bri-
meyer will lead a session on equipment & 
gear and skiing techniques, with empha-
sis on classical or inline skiing. Weather 
permitting, the class will be moved out-
side to the Pine Chapel Trail to try out the 
new skills. If you are interested, call the 
park office at (563) 556-0620.  Participants 
will need to provide their own skis, poles, 
boots, and other equipment.

Cross country skiing is a fun outdoor sport 
for any age, allowing the opportunity to 
view nature and wildlife. The Mines of 
Spain offers five miles of classical skiing 
on the Cedar Ridge and Prairie Ridge Trails 

150 issues of 365ink....{ community events }
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it seems like yesterday that we mistakenly thought this was a good idea.{ community events }
and two miles of skate skiing on the Prai-
rie Ridge Trail.  These trails are groomed as 
snow conditions allow.  Skiers can also ski 
thru other areas of the park and on other 
trails by breaking snow and creating your 
own trail.   For snow and trail conditions, 
contact the park office or go to iowaski.
blogspot.com.

Cross Country ski races will be held on 
January 28, 2012  in conjunction with the 
Iowa Winter Games.  The classical ski race 
will be held in the morning on the Cedar 
Ridge Trail and the skate ski race will be 
held in the afternoon on the Prairie Ridge 
Trail.   To register contact Earl Brimeyer at 
(563) 583-6345 or you can register on the 
day of the event.

Yoga Sample Classes 
Wed. Jan. 4  
Shalom Retreat Center  

Yoga Sample Classes (for beginners) 
taught by Deb May, certified yoga 

instructor, will be held on Wednesday, 
January 4 at Shalom Retreat Center, 1001 
Davis St. Yoga can help relieve stress, and 
increase strength, balance, and flexibility. 
Three class times are available: 9:30-10:30 
a.m., 4:30-5:40 p.m., or 6:00-7:10 p.m. The 
cost to attend is $8, with yoga mats and 
props provided. To register, call (563) 556-
7141 by January 2.

Mississippi River Art 
Reception, Fri. Jan. 6 
Outside the Lines Art Gallery,   
409 Bluff St. 

A Mississippi River themed juried group 
exhibit will be on display at Outside the 

Lines Art Gallery through February 2012.   A 
reception on January 6 is free and open to the 
public, with complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages. A cash prize for Best of Show 

will be awarded to the artist whose work best 
expresses the Mississippi River theme.

“Having the Mississippi River at our door-
step made this an easy theme to center our 
show around,”   said gallery owner Stormy 
Mochal. “This is a great chance for our cus-
tomers and visitors to see work by artists 
not typically represented by the gallery.”

Outside the Lines Art Gallery is located at 
409 Bluff Street in historic Cable Car Square. 
The gallery is open Tuesday through Satur-
day, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit www.otlag.com.

Guys in Ties 
Sat. Jan. 7, 8 p.m  
Bell Tower Theater 

The award-winning improv troupe 
Comedy Sportz from the Quad Cit-

ies will return to the Bell Tower Theater 
for one performance of Guys in Tieson 
Saturday, January 7 at 8:00 p.m. They 
will be joined by special guests from Chi-
cago’s famous Second City. This hilarious 
evening of improv and sketch comedy is 
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{ community events } i’m in the dubuque paranormal quilting society!

sure to be incredible, and this may be your 
only chance to see actors from these two 
amazing troupes on stage together.

 Watch as a brand new show comes to life 
right before your eyes using suggestions 
from audience members. If you’ve ever 
seen the TV show “Whose Line is it Any-
way?” you have some idea how it works.

The show is great for all ages. Their motto 
is “No off-color humor – don’t need it, 
don’t want it. You can stand on the street 
and hear people cuss for free.” The Bell 
Tower Theater is located at 2728 Asbury 
Road. Tickets are $19 with discounts avail-
able for groups of 20 or more. For tickets, 
call (563) 588-3377 or visit www.belltow-
ertheater.net.

Quilting in America   
Through the Years 
Jan. 8, 1 p.m.  
E. B. Lyons, Mines of Spain 

Dubuque quilter Barbara Mills will 
present a trunk show illustrating 

how quilting grew along with our country, 
in a free winter program about Quilting in 
America Through the Years on January 8 
at 1:00 p.m. The program will take place at 
E. B. Lyons Interpretive Center, 8991 Bel-
levue Heights Road, in the Mines of Spain 
Recreation Area.

Quilts can be viewed as utilitarian objects, 
works of art, and clues to the past. Exam-
ining an old quilt can tell us a great deal 

about how the maker lived and what was 
important to them. In this program, you 
will see a variety of quilts and quilt tops, 
learn about their patterns and the materi-
als they are made from, and see them in 
terms of the era they were created.

There will be a related activity for children 
in the lower level, with the program last-
ing about an hour, and the interpretive 
center open from noon to 4:00 p.m. Visi-
tors may tour the center, view the animals, 
and access the exhibits and gift shop dur-
ing open hours. Trails are open from 4 a.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.minesofspain.org.

Paranormal Generation 
Friday the 13th of January,   
doors open @ 9 p.m.  
Grand Opera House 

Friday the 13th of January is an 
appropriate night for a guided tour 

of the Grand provided by the TV series 
“Paranormal Generation.” Their staff will 
be at the Grand to provide guided tours of 
this 120 year old theater that is well known 
as a haunted location in the Midwest.

Paranormal Generation takes a realistic 
and scientific look into the paranormal. 
They create a 100% true to life paranor-
mal investigation experience free from 
Hollywood tricks, imagery, or special 
effects. They’ll go over specific tools used 

by investigators, explain the common 
beliefs of the paranormal, as well as tell 
about often mistaken evidence captured 
in traditional investigations by both pro-
fessional and amateur investigators.

To assure the best experience, these 
guided tours will be limited in number. 
No more than 100 tickets will be sold at 
$25 each. Theater doors will open at 9 
p.m. Friday, January 13. Groups will be 
created and tours provided between 10 
p.m. and 2 a.m. Find out more or pur-
chase tickets at www.thegrandopera-
house.com.

Alice in Wonderland, Jr. 
Jan. 14 & 15, 2 p.m.  
Bell Tower Theater 

The Bell Tower Theater, along 
with fourth and fifth grade 

students from Eisenhower Elementary 
School, will present the musical Alice in 
Wonderland, Jr. on Saturday, January 14 
and Sunday, January 15, both at 2 p.m. The 
whole family will enjoy Alice’s adventures 
in Wonderland as she chases the White 
Rabbit, gets tied up with the Tweedles, 
raps with the Caterpillar and beats the 
Queen of Hearts at her own game. This 
wonderful stage adaptation features clas-
sic Disney songs including “I’m Late,” “The 
Un-birthday Song” and “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-
Dah.” Tickets are $6 and can be purchased 
at www.belltowertheater.

Getting Ahead in a  
Just Gettin’ By World 
Register by Jan. 16 

Participants are needed for 
Dubuque’s eighth “Getting Ahead 

in a Just Gettin’ By World” program to help 
local low-income families create more sta-
ble, secure lives. The program is a step-by-
step, life-planning workbook for people 
in poverty. Its curriculum is designed to 
teach low-income families how to create 
a path for making a stable, secure life for 
their family. Two groups of 15 participants 
each will meet for 18 weeks, for two hours 
each week. The program pays participants 
$10 per hour to complete the curriculum, 
provides all course materials, and offers 
childcare. The next session of “Getting 
Ahead in a Just Getting’ By World begins 
February 14. Interested participants 
should contact Carroll Clark at (563) 589-
4230 or email cclark@cityofdubuque.org 
by January 16.

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra 
presents Mozart & Brahms 
Feb. 11-12  
Five Flags Theater 

The Dubuque Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Wil-

liam Intriligator, will dedicate their upcom-
ing February 11 and 12 program at Five 
Flags Theater to two brilliant composers, 
Mozart and Brahms.   Works by Mozart 
will include the dramatic Overture to Don 
Giovanni, and his more understated Sym-
phony No. 39, its effects subtle and modern 
but not without moments of great power 
and passion. The second half of the concert 
will feature the Brahms Violin Concerto, 
one of the greatest and most challenging 
works in its form, with guest soloist Miriam 
Fried, one of the world’s preeminent violin-
ists. For more information or tickets, visit 
www.DubuqueSymphony.org.
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when i get old, i’m gonna look like buddy hackett.{ rat pack tribute }

Sandy Hackett’s Rat Pack Show 
Friday, December 30th, 7:30 p.m.  
The Grand Opera House 

“My Kind of Town,” “Volare,” “Luck Be a Lady,” A 
Foggy Day,” “Mack the Knife” and the cream of 

the crop, “My Way”: What’s not to like? Those are just 
a few of the songs celebrated in “Sandy Hackett’s Rat 
Pack Show,” a musical collage centered on the pack 
that Frank Sinatra ran 50 years ago in Las Vegas and 
beyond. It featured the iconic crooner himself along 

with Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr. and comic Joey 
Bishop, though the vocalists couldn’t resist interjecting 
their own brand of humor. 

After nearly a year at the Riviera Hotel & Casino, and 
the Las Vegas Hilton, the ever-popular “Sandy Hackett’s 
Rat Pack Show hit the road with over 70 tour dates and 
Dubuque is one of the luck stops on the tour. Sandy 
Hackett is son of none other that the legendary Buddy 
Hackett and plays the role of Joey Bishop in the show. 
The rest of the pack is expertly represented by a tal-
ented line-up of first class artists.

Celebrate New Year’s Eve a night early with this Grand 
production! Tickets for this truly first class Vegas show 
are $45 and worth every penny. Get yours today 

online at www.thegrandoperahouse.com or at the 
Grand Opera House box office. To create a festive Las 
Vegas atmosphere we suggest holiday attire (black tie 
optional). Arrive between 6:30 and 7:15 to receive red 
carpet treatment! Bell hops in tuxes will open car doors 
and another will open the Grand doors for you. Note: 
This is NOT valet parking. The Iowa Street Ramp will be 
open. Cost is $2.00. Purchase of a wrist band for $5 will 
entitle you to pre-show hors d’oeuvres from L May and 
dessert from Cafe Manna Java at intermission. Beer, 
wine and champagne are available. Dance music after 
the show provided by the Ken Kilian Band.

 30
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let me guess... party favors and champagne at midnight?{ new year’s eve in the tri-states }

NEW YEAR’S EVE  Saturday, December 31
 
Oh 2011.  Yes, you had your share of tyrants toppled by pro-
democracy movements and terrorists brought to swift and 
lethal justice, but you also brought earthquakes, tsunami, 
nuclear meltdowns, tornadoes, floods, sex scandals, terror-
ist attacks, economic crisis, and politics that seem to be as 
divisive and contentious as ever.  Sure, you just relieved us of 
whack job North Korean dictator Kim Jong Il, but you also took 
whacky genius Steve Jobs from us.  At least Charlie Sheen was 
winning this year.  (Just ask him!)  All in all, there are no doubt 
many of us who are happy to see you go, 2011.  Not that 
we expect 2012 to be any less weird with the circus/freak 
show that the presidential campaign promises to be, but 
we’re probably all ready for a fresh start.

So as is the tradition, we will gather with our friends and 
loved ones in homes, restaurants, pubs, bars, and night-
clubs and celebrate the end of one year and the begin-
ning of another.  Who’s ready for a cocktail?  Yeah, we 
thought so.  It is a Saturday night after all.  Where should 
we go?  Well, I’m glad you asked.  Here are a few ideas.  

Dubuque Community Y 
Looking for a New Year’s Eve party for the whole family? 
Dubuque Community Y members can purchase family 
passes for the New Year’s Eve Celebration for only $10.  
For the event the Y is transformed into a family-friendly 
party space which will include face painting, shuttles to 
the Reflections in the Park, inflatable rides, laser tag, a 
raffle, a balloon drop and more.  The Y’s New Year’s Eve 
Celebration is scheduled for 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. – ending 
plenty early to be home and in bed by the time that 
New Year actually rolls around!  Look for more information 
at the Dubuque Community Y front desk. 

Champps Americana  
Best Western Dubuque Hotel  & Conference Center 
Champps Americana and the Best Western Dubuque 
Hotel  & Conference Center offer two New Year’s Eve party 
and stay packages this year – one for families and one for 
couples.  The family package includes guest room accom-
modations, a Hawaiian-themed pool party, DJ/karaoke 
with Becky McMahon in the Atrium from 6-9:30 p.m., mov-
ies and games in the Eagle Point conference Room, a gift 
bag including treats & toys, party favors, a champagne/
apple cider toast at midnight, and a full hot breakfast buf-
fet.  The New Year’s Eve Package for two includes guest 
room accommodations, party favors, a $20 gift card to 
Champps, DJ/karaoke with Becky McMahon in the Atrium 

from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m., a champagne toast at midnight, 
and a full hot breakfast buffet.  Prices for each vary accord-
ing to room reservation (standard, pool view, suites).  For 
more info or to make reservations, call 563-557-8000.  

Jobless, featuring Joel Cody 
Stone Cliff Winery 
Stone Cliff Winery in the historic Star Brewery building 
starts celebrating New Year’s Eve early on Saturday, open-
ing at noon with a variety of wine, beer and appetizer 
specials.  The party truly gets underway at 7 p.m. with a 
performance by Jobless, featuring Joel Cody.  The drink 
and appetizer specials continue through the evening for 
this no cover New Year’s Eve party.  

Mississippi Moon Bar  
Dueling Pianos  
Diamond Jo Casino 
The Mississippi Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo Casino certainly 
knows how to host a good time and New Year’s Eve is no 
exception.  The Diamond Jo gets the party started with a 
Moon Bar favorite – Dueling Pianos at 8 p.m.  For this special 
New Year’s Eve Dueling Pianos, the Moon Bar will feature two 
grand pianos, four singers, a drummer and guitarist, expand-
ing their repertoire which already includes hundreds, maybe 
thousands of songs.  Plus they play requests!  To make it a 

New Year’s party to remember, the Mississippi Moon Bar 
throws in party favors, a balloon drop, and a champagne 
toast.  Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 the day of the show.  

Slot players should keep in mind that the Diamond Jo 
Casino will also be drawing winners in their Win 
FREE Slot Play for a Year promotion on New Year’s 
Eve with drawings at 4:00, 7:00, and 10:00 p.m. and 
1:00 a.m.  Players will have the opportunity to win 
$100 in free slot play every week in 2012.  Of course, 
players must be over 21 to participate.  Full details 
are available at the Diamond Club.  

If you’re planning to go to the Mississippi Moon Bar, 
you might as well go early and get something to 
eat.  But after reading about these dinner specials, 
the Diamond Jo just might become your New Year’s 
Eve destination of choice.  The Kitchen Buffet will 
be hosting a New Year’s Eve dinner special of the 
Chef’s carved prime rib and crab legs (plus all the 

other tasty offerings of the buffet) for just $19.95.  
You can’t beat that!  But if you’re in the mood to 
really pull out the stops, the Woodfire Grille will be 
offering a special New Year’s Eve five-course din-
ner, which includes a champagne toast for $75 per 
person.  The Woodfire Grille asks you to RSVP for 
this special dinner by calling 563-690-4755. 

Those who want to get their New Year’s party on a 
day early might consider getting down at a special 

Two of Hearts Boogie Nights on Friday, December 30, fea-
turing Stacey Q who will join the Boogie Nights crew to 
perform her hit song “Two of Hearts.”  

The Legends 
Singles Club Dance  
Knights of Columbus Hall  
Over on Locust Street at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
the Singles Club hosts a New Year’s Eve dance and party 
from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.  Live music for dancing will 
be provided by The Legends.  Admission for the dance is 
$10 or just $20 for those who want to have dinner (from 
6:30 p.m.).  Guests who would like to partake of the din-
ner prior to the dance can do so by making reservations 
ASAP by calling Vicki at 563-599-4407.  

Continued on page 10.
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Continued from page 8.

The Fast Clydes 
The Bank Bar & Grille 
Rockabilly trio The Fast Clydes played their 
debut last New Year’s Eve at the Bank Bar & 
Grille and they’re back to rock in the New 
Year at The Bank again this December 31 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  Join Jay, Dan, and Curt 
and what will no doubt be a full dance floor 
of swingin’ rockabilly fans … and party like 
it’s 1959.  Better yet, go early and get some 
dinner.  Trust us, you’ll dance it off.  Be sure 
to stay hydrated. 

Kent Burnside   
and the New Generation  
The Lift  
The Lift, the underground bar at 180 Main 
Street in Dubuque celebrates New Year’s Eve 
with a performance by Kent Burnside and 
the New Generation. Grandson of the now 
legendary R.L Burnside, Kent grew up listen-
ing to and eventually playing with his grand-
father, not to mention other blues greats like 
Buddy Guy, the North Mississippi Allstars, 
Jimbo Mathus, and Junior Kimbrough.  Self-
described as a “true revue of The Mississippi 
Hill Country and its music, from the porch 
to the stage” Burnside and The New Gen-
eration is “taking juke joint music to a whole 
new level.”  Ring in the New Year with some 
real Mississippi Hill Country blues and toast 
your good fortune with some champagne at 
midnight.  

The Glimmer Blinkken,   
Old Panther 
Off Minor  
Off Minor, downtown Dubuque’s newest 
all-ages music destination and all-inclusive 
nightclub at 920 Main Street celebrates 
New Year’s Eve with a show by local original 
indie rock groups The Glimmer Blinkken and 
Old Panther.  In addition to the end of 2011, 
the bands will be celebrating the friends 
and members they have in common and 
Off Minor’s great lower level performance 
space.  Upstairs, DJ Brandon Bradley will be 
spinning tunes for the year-end party, which 
will include a champagne toast at midnight.  
That’s two major parties at Off Minor!  

Finger Lickin’ Good 
Mystique Casino 
Finger Lickin’ Good returns to Mystique 
Casino for the band’s third annual New Year’s 
Eve party.  Led by front men Kevin Beck and 
Johnnie Walker, Finger Lickin’ Good will get 
the party started at 9 p.m. and keep things 
going up to and through the traditional 
ringing in of the New Year.  No cover! 

Steve Cavanaugh   
and Randy Droessler 
Spirits Bar & Grille, Days Inn 
Spirits Bar & Grille at the Days Inn just off 
Highway 20 hosts a no cover New Year’s Eve 
party with live music by Steve Cavanaugh 
and Randy Droessler from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  
Spirits will be getting in the well … spirit 
by providing hats, horns, noisemakers, and 
other party favors, plus a free champagne 
toast at midnight to ring in the New Year.  
Spirits will also provide a midnight buf-
fet and of course there will be hotel rooms 
available for those who wish to stay over.  

Reddoor
Jumpers Sports Bar & Grill  

Just off the Highway 20 corridor, Jump-
ers Sports Bar & Grill hosts a New Year’s 
Eve party that promises to be a good time.  
Female vocalist Nicole Geary will be front-
ing Cedar Rapids-based rock band Reddoor 
playing a wide range of hit tunes to get the 
party going.  Jumpers will undoubtedly be 
jumpin’ right up and through midnight.  

Zero 2 Sixty 
Courtside Sports Bar & Grill 

Have fun AND play it safe this holiday sea-
son.  Courtside Sports Bar & Grill celebrates 
New Year’s Eve with the party rock of Zero 
2 Sixty from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. and two 
different “Party & Crash” packages. In col-
laboration with Holiday Inn Express, party 
package Number 1 includes entry for two 
to Courtside’s New Years Eve Party, snacks, 
drink tickets (excludes top shelf liquor and 
shots) and standard guest room accommo-
dations at the Holiday Inn Express (based 
on double occupancy), plus a hot breakfast 
served from 6:30 to 10:00 a.m. for  $129.00.  
Rooms are limited and are on first come, 
first served basis. For this party package call 
Holiday Inn Express at 563-556-4600. Party 
package Number 2 includes entry for two 
to Courtside’s New Years Eve Party, snacks, 
drink tickets (excludes top shelf liquor and 
shots) for $60.00. For this party package call 
Courtside at 563-583-0574.  

New Years Eve Dance  
with Larry Busch  

how many different ways can mike describe essentially the same party?{ new year’s eve in the tri-states }
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Dubuque County Fairgrounds  
The Dubuque County Fairgrounds host a 
New Years Eve Dance featuring music by 
Larry Busch from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom (doors open at 8 p.m.).  In 
addition to a great band and dance floor, the 
event will feature party favors, a champagne 
toast, and a midnight breakfast buffet. Tick-
ets are $60 per couple. Hotel packages are 
also available. For more information or 
reserved tickets, call 563-588-1406.  

Tantrym
Knicker’s Saloon 

Tantrym is back to rock the face off New 
Year’s Eve at Knicker’s Saloon from 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m.  What?  You got a problem with that? 

Taste Like Chicken 
Northside Bar  

Heading toward Dubuque’s North End, 
Northside Bar on Jackson will be providing 
a New Year’s Eve party for the neighbor-
hood and anyone looking for a good time.  
Dubuque’s own Taste Like Chicken will be 
playing the party rock soundtrack for the 
no cover party, which will also feature drink 
specials, free party favors and champagne 
at midnight.  

Pash N Brew 

Shenanigans Pub 
Shenanigans Pub, that friendly neighbor-
hood pub on the corner of 32nd Street and 
Jackson celebrates New Year’s Eve with the 
rock of Pash N Brew from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  
Expect drink specials, some great rock 
music, and plenty of good times to  send 
out 2011.  

Jabberbox 
Denny’s Lux Club  
The friendly neighborhood bar on Asbury 
Road known as Denny’s Lux Club will be 
hosting popular rock band Jabberbox for 
New Year’s Eve from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  Jab-
berbox at the Lux … you know it will be a 
good time. 

Crude but Effective 
Asbury Eagles Club 
Just west of Dubuque, the Asbury Eagles 
Club will also be hosting a New Years Eve 
Party, from 8:00 p.m. There will be hors 
d’oeuvres and the band Crude but Effective 
will be playing from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Easy Street 
Easy Street will be celebrating both New 
Year’s Eve and the bar’s relocation from 
Rhomberg to South Main earlier this year 
with a bunch of end-of-the-year drink spe-
cials like $1 cans, $1 shot tubes, $2 Shot List 
shots, and $2 25 ounce PBRs.  The upstairs 
will be open as well, offering $2 Cherry 
Bombs.  Top it all off with free party favors 
and a free champagne toast at midnight 
and you’ve got yourself a party to start 2012 
with a bang.  

Gin Rickeys  
Jersey Shore New Year’s Eve Gin Rickeys, 
the swanky club at 1447 Central Avenue 
gets the New Year’s Eve party started early 
on Saturday with Gin Rickeys’ original 
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double bubble from 6 to 10 p.m.  The party 
will really kick into high gear when DJ 
Spanky starts spinning tunes for the assem-
bled masses and two special VIP party hosts 
from the “Jersey Shore.”  Wait … what?  

The District 
Blacklight Ball 
Following the tradition established last year, 
The District will host a special New Year’s 
Eve party night with the Blacklight Ball.  The 
District is shutting off all the lights and add-
ing over 2500 watts of black lighting.  That 
means that everything in the place will be 
either dark or glowing, including all you 
freaky dancers.  The Blacklight Ball is on!  

Impulse  
Dubuque Driving Range 
The Dubuque Driving Range, at the intersec-
tion of Highway 52 North and the Northwest 
Arterial / John Deere Road, celebrates New 
Year’s Eve with party band Impulse from 9 p.m. 
to 1 a.m.  The Driving Range will supply party 
favors and a champagne toast at midnight.  

Buzz Berries 
Budde’s 
Budde’s Bar in Dubuque’s Key West neigh-
borhood hosts a New Year’s Eve party fea-
turing the party rock of the Buzz Berries 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  For those unfamiliar 
(where have you been?) the Buzz Berries 
play an upbeat mix of party and dance music 
that draws on ‘80s and ‘90s favorites with 
some current music thrown in as well.  Rest 
assured, you will be dancing well into 2012.  

Heartbeat
Airline Inn, Key West 
The Airline Inn in Key West will be 

celebrating New Year’s Eve with the band 
Heartbeat, Saturday night from 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m.  Heartbeat will have even 
more to celebrate at midnight as 2012 
will mark the band’s incredible 25th year 
together having formed way back in 1987!  
Friends of the band will no doubt want to 
celebrate with them, raise a glass and remi-
nisce about the years of playing weddings, 
proms, festivals and all those gigs at the 
King of Clubs back in the day.  

Awesome Sauce 
Dagwood’s, Cascade 
You know what would taste great on New 
Year’s Eve?  A big helping of “party” at Dag-
wood’s in Cascade with Awesome Sauce all 
over it.  That’s right, the new pop, rock, and 
top 40 dance band Awesome Sauce spices 
up Dagwood’s New Year’s Eve party from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m.  And if you’ve been to Dag-
wood’s, you know there will be some party-
ing going on!   

Trackside
New Years Eve Open House 
Out in Peosta, Charlie and Shannon Lun-
dgren invite everyone to a Trackside New 
Year’s Eve Open House.  Trackside will 
provide free appetizers and a free cham-
pagne toast at midnight.  Guests can feel 
free to bring a treat to share and join in the 
celebration.  

Cheap Skates 
Keil’s Tavern 
Down in Bellevue, Keil’s Tavern (132 North 
Riverview Street) will host a New Year’s Eve 
party with rock band Cheap Skates provid-
ing the entertainment from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  

Face For Radio 
Bronco Inn, Bellevue  
Face For Radio will be rocking the Bronco 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on New Year’s Eve – 
that’s the Bronco Inn right there on River-
view Drive in beautiful Bellevue, Iowa. Rob, 
Matt, and Abbey will be joined by guest lead 
guitarist JJ Schmitz for this one so it prom-
ises to be an especially fun night.  

Country Tradition 
Mooney Hollow Barn  
South of Dubuque near Green Island, Iowa, 
the band Country Tradition will be hosting 
a New Year’s Eve party and potluck dinner 
at the Mooney Hollow Barn and Reception 
Hall.  The potluck dinner will start at 6:30 
p.m. with Country Tradition will perform 
from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.  

The Cornerstone 
Andrew Houy  
Statue of Liberty 
The Cornerstone in Galena starts the New 
Year’s celebration early with an afternoon 
performance by Andrew Houy from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. and then keeps it going that eve-
ning with Statue of Liberty from 8 p.m. to 1 
a.m.  If you pace yourself, you could “cele-
brate” for oh … say, the last 11 hours of 2011.  

Okham’s Razor  
Jason Brown   
The One Man Band 
Grape Escape 
Miss Kitty’s Grape Escape, also in Galena, 
also stretches the New Year’s celebration 
out from afternoon into evening.  Of course 
the Grape Escape always offers the “All You 
Can Garnish” Bloody Mary Bar on Saturday’s 
from noon to 4 p.m., which will overlap 

nicely with the live music by Roy Schroedl 
of Okham’s Razor performing from 2 to 6 
p.m.  That leaves you a couple hours to go 
find your last dinner of 2011 (you’re already 
in Galena so you have lots of great choices) 
before returning to the Grape for Jason 
Brown, The One Man Band from 9 p.m., with 
cake and champagne at midnight!  Cake!  
What better way to nip any of those ill-con-
ceived New Year’s resolutions in the bud?  

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Irish Pub & Grill  
The Irish Cottage 
Want to celebrate the ringing in of the New 
Year but don’t want to stay up until mid-
night?  Join Irish troubadour Tony Leonard 
in celebrating an Irish New Year’s at Frank 
O’Dowd’s Irish Pub & Grill in The Irish Cot-
tage in Galena.  Tony will be starting the 
party early and stretching it into the wee 
hours for those still around to celebrate New 
Year’s on Central Standard Time.  It’s mid-
night somewhere! 

Benjamin’s 
New Year’s Eve Dinner and Party 
Benjamin’s, at 103 North Main in Galena 
hosts a New Year’s Eve dinner and party.  Get 
there early for a special dinner prepared by 
Chef Larry, because party favors and cham-
pagne starts at 7:30 p.m. followed by live 
music by Ronny and The Rockits from 9 p.m. 
There’s no cover charge so join the fun!  

The Brews Brothers 
Galena Brewing Co.  
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with the Brews 
Brothers, the Tri-State’s own Rhythm & 
Blues Revue from 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at the 
Galena Brewing Co.  The Brew’s Brothers 
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describes themselves thusly: “We are a 
high energy group of degenerates brought 
together from all walks of life to ensure that 
this big spinning mothership that we call 
Earth will never forget an era of music and 
its musicians whose creative talents laid the 
foundation for most modern music today.”  
The Brews Brothers mission is that of a full 
service group bringing you powerful tunes, 
singing with Jake, dancing with Elwood, 
story time by Hound Dog (and he will get as 
blue as the room will allow), and complete 
audience interaction.  The no cover party 
includes a champagne toast at midnight.  

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa just outside 
Galena celebrates New Year’s Eve with a 
special New Year’s Eve dinner and party 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.  Eagle Ridge will host 
a Grand Buffet in the Galena Rooms featur-
ing carved prime rib from 7 to 9 p.m. with 
music, dancing and a champagne toast for 
just $35 per person.  Kids are half price!  Seat-
ing is limited so make reservations early by 
calling 815-776-5050.  The Woodlands Res-
taurant at Eagle Ridge will also host a New 
Year’s event with live music by Manny B and 
a champagne toast at midnight.  For more 
information, visit www.eagleridge.com. 

BlackWater Gin 
New Diggings General Store 
Kelli and Lou at the New Diggings General 
Store always celebrate New Year’s Eve in a 
big way and this year is no different.  Provid-
ing the entertainment for the evening will 
be BlackWater Gin with a fun mix of tunes to 
get people dancing on the tables.  Just after 
ringing in the New Year with a champagne 
toast at midnight, everyone goes outside 
for Lou’s big fireworks display.  Then it’s 
back inside to warm up with more music 
and dancing and finally Kelli’s free buffet a 
bit after 2 a.m.  We can tell you from experi-
ence that this is a great party!  

Fever River String Band 
Anton’s Saloon 
The Fever River String Band sends out the 
old year and rings in the new at Anton’s 
Saloon in New Diggings, Wisconsin from 8 
p.m. to midnight.  The band will play their 
mix of bluegrass and old timey country 
around the wood stove to celebrate.  

The Stumble Brothers 
Sandy Hook Tavern 
If there’s a holiday going on, you can be the 
Sandy Hook Tavern will be celebrating.  The 
Sandy Hook hosts live music on the three 
days leading up to Christmas, including 
Christmas Eve, and is even open on Christ-
mas Day.  Why not?  The Hook has live music 
nearly every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
anyway.  Apparently, those “hookers” just 
can’t get enough.  In that spirit, Ash has 
another huge party planned for New Year’s 
Eve.  The Stumble Brothers will be rocking 
the roadhouse from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. fol-
lowed by a free breakfast at 4 a.m.  If you 
really want to celebrate the end of 2011, start 
on Friday, December 30 with Crystal Leather!  

George & Dale’s New CLUB 32 
You may have left 2011 behind and are still 
in the mood to party well into the begin-
ning of 2012.  Good news: George & Dale’s 
in East Dubuque will be celebrating well 
into the New Year with their new club in 
the backroom, CLUB 32.  Opening New 
Year’s Eve, CLUB 32 will be a new dance club 
with a DJ spinning tunes and playing music 
videos along with a full-service bar.  CLUB 
32 will be open every Friday and Saturday 
night from 11:30 p.m. to 3:30 a.m., but on 
New Year’s Eve will stay open until 4:30 a.m.  
Good thing we have the day off January 1.  

An additional note: If your favorite bar, res-
taurant, or nightspot’s party is not listed, 
our apologies, but no hating.  The events 
listed are those we could assemble from 
our research or information we received 
(and dug for relentlessly) before we went to 
press.  We can’t tell our readers about it if 
we don’t know about it!  Bands, bars, clubs, 
restaurants, and other nightspots – tell us 
about your events, promotions, and week-
end live music (email info@dubuque365.
com) and we’ll tell the world!
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santa gonna rock your face off!{ christmas music }

 What to do when you’re not watching “A 
Christmas Story.” 

So the family is back in town and all gath-
ered around for the holidays.  Isn’t great?  
Whether you root for the same football 
teams or not, we know you love them.  
Then again, cooped up in the same house 
for a week … well, let’s just say that a little 
distance might make the heart grow even 
fonder.  It might be good to sneak out for a 
little distraction.  No need to wait until New 
Year’s Eve to party with your friends.  There 
are fun things to do right through the Christ-
mas weekend. Here are some highlights.

Thursday, December 22 

Menace
Sandy Hook Tavern 
The Sandy Hook Tavern in Southwest Wis-
consin gets into the Christmas spirit a bit 
early hosting a party with hard rockers Men-
ace Thursday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.  
And speaking of spirit, Thursday is “Captain” 
Morgan Night” at the Hook with a special 
appearance by the Captain Girls, prizes, and 
drink specials all night.  Santa might even 
make an appearance!  If you’ve got Friday 
off work, what have you got to lose?  

Friday, December 23  

Denny Garcia  
Lulu’s Seldom Scene 
Here’s a unique opportunity:  The “Traveling 
Troubadour” Denny Garcia plays a relaxed 
holiday show from 7 p.m. at Lulu’s Seldom 
Scene, the cozy little diner at the end of 

Sinsinawa Avenue in East Dubuque.  Stop in 
for a bite and a song. 

Boogie Nights 
Mississippi Moon Bar  
Diamond Jo Casino 
The Mississippi Moon Bar is celebrating a 
special Christmas edition of Boogie Nights 
Friday night.  Guests can bring a new, 
unwrapped toy for Toys For Tots and get 
free admission to Boogie Nights, the weekly 
dance party dedicated to bringing back the 
magic of the ‘70s and ‘80s.  But that’s not all.  
By now you have undoubtedly heard that 
Jon Bon Jovi has died and that the news of 
his death was a huge internet hoax and he is 
in fact “Living on a Prayer.”  So Boogie Nights 

figured, why wait until he actually dies, let’s 
honor Jon Bon Jovi now, “Dead or Alive.”  So 
in addition to Toys For Tots, Friday is Jon Bon 
Jovi night at Boogie Nights, with a special 
appearance on stage by Jon Bon Jovi!  (Okay, 
it’s actually a Bon Jovi impersonator, but he’s 
amazing and it’s gonna be a great party!)   
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Ugly Christmas Sweater Party 
Easy Street 
Now here’s a reason to celebrate:  Easy 
Street hosts what will undoubtedly become 
an annual tradition – an Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Party Friday, December 23, from 
8:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m.  Get digging into 
the deepest recesses of your closet, as this 
is not only a celebration of those over-the-
top Christmas sweaters and other holiday-
themed costumes, but a contest as well. 
Easy Street will be giving out prizes of $100 
each for Best Costume, Best Sweater, and 
Sexiest Costume.  To help you get in the 
“spirit” of the season, Easy Street will have 
a stocking-full of Christmas drink specials 
with $1 cans of beer, $1 test tube shots, $2 
Shot List shots, and free Christmas cook-
ies!  Sounds like a merry way to kick off the 
Christmas weekend. 

Soulsa  
Grape Escape 
Get your dancing shoes!  Salsa and Latin 
dance band Soulsa brings the dance party to 
Miss Kitty’s Grape Escape, uptown in Galena 
Friday night from 8:30 p.m. Feliz Navidad!

Eugene Smiles Project  
Sandy Hook Tavern 
The Eugene Smiles Project continues the 
holiday celebration at the Sandy Hook Fri-
day night from 10 p.m.  Fans of the band will 
undoubtedly turn out in force for ESP whose 
sound that draws on both southern rock and 
electric blues traditions has been compared 
to the Black Crowes, The Allman Brothers, Lit-
tle Feat and Gov’t Mule.  This will be a party.  

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 

Andrew Houy, 1 p.m.  
The Dertones, 8 p.m. 
The Cornerstone  
Here’s a Christmas Eve idea:  Head to Galena 
for lunch, then pop into the Cornerstone for a 
cocktail or beer and some live music by acous-
tic guitarist Andrew Houy kicking things off 
at 1 p.m.  Later you can window shop along 
Main Street for that last-minute gift, stop 
somewhere for dinner and then head back 
to the Cornerstone for the Christmas magic 
of The Dertones from 8 p.m.  You’re welcome.

Okham’s Razor, 2 p.m.  
Johnny Rocker’s   
All-Star Jam, 8 p.m.  
Grape Escape 
On second thought, you start with the above 
plan, but in addition you stop at Miss Kitty’s 
Grape Escape for a Bloody Mary at the “All 
You Can Garnish” Bloody Mary Bar  (Satur-
day’s from noon to 4 p.m.) and catch a set by 
Roy Schroedl of Okham’s Razor performing 
from 2 p.m.  That will still leave you time for 
some window-shopping and dinner before 
Johnny Rocker’s All-Star Jam from 8 p.m.  
This is going to be the best Christmas ever. 

Six Nights Alone  
Sandy Hook Tavern 
Keeping the holiday celebration going at the 
Sandy Hook Saturday night from 9 p.m. will 
be rockin’ country band Six Nights Alone.  
For those who haven’t yet seen these guys, 
picture four young guns – Aaron Whalen, 
Adam White, Nick Fry, and Paul Metz (on gui-
tars, bass, and drums, respectively) cranking 
out original country-inflected rock inspired 
by outlaw country legends like Waylon Jen-
nings, Willie Nelson, and Johnny Cash, but 
with punk energy.  Then add Six Nights 
Alone’s secret weapon Mark Oberfoell on 
pedal steel guitar for just a little sprinkle of 
that Nashville gold.  We’re pretty sure Santa 
would approve.  

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25  

Sandy Hook Tavern 
Okay, so what do you do on Christmas Day 
after all the opening of the gifts and the din-
ner and the lying around watching TV with 
the family?  Well, if you’re looking to get out, 
maybe meet the ol’ gang for a drink, the 
Sandy Hook Tavern will be open from noon 
with guest bartenders Smurf and Tank.  
Merry Christmas!  
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Now Showing @ MINDFRAME
Friday, Dec. 23 - Thursday, Dec. 29
No Passes Allowed on any movies this week.
We Bought a Zoo (PG) 
Fri - Thu: (11:05 AM), (1:35), (4:15), 6:50, 9:25
Adventures of Tintin (PG) In 2D!;
Fri - Thu: (11:45 AM), (2:15), (4:40), 7:10, 9:20
The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (R)
Fri - Thu: 12:00, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35

Mission: Impossible -  
Ghost Protocol (PG-13) 
Fri - Thu: (12:15), (3:30), 7:00, 9:40

Alvin and the Chipmunks:  
Chipwrecked (G) 
Fri - Thu: (11 AM), (12:55), (2:50), (4:45), 6:45, 8:50

Sherlock Holmes:  
A Game of Shadows (PG-13)
Fri - Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:50), (4:30), 7:15, 9:50

{ movies } I might just camp out at mindframe.

It’s a BIG holiday movie time, so we’re foregoing 
the “Buzz” this issue a focusing on all the big 
pictures to hit the silver screen in tome for 
Christmas.

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo is the 
first film in Columbia Pictures’ three-picture 
adaptation of Stieg Larsson’s literary blockbuster 
The Millennium Trilogy. Directed by David 
Fincher and starring Daniel Craig and Rooney 
Mara, the film is based on the first novel in the 
trilogy, which altogether have sold 50 million 
copies in 46 countries and become a worldwide 
phenomenon. (R), 2 hr. 37 min

The Adventures of Tintin, a 3D Motion 
Capture Film, directed by Steven Spielberg 
starring Jamie Bell as Tintin, the intrepid young 
reporter whose relentless pursuit of a good story 
thrusts him into a world of high adventure, and 
Daniel Craig as the nefarious Red Rackham. It’s 
Spielberg. What do you need, a formal invitation 
and a free cookie? (PG), 1 hr. 44 min.

We Bought A Zoo This holiday season, 
acclaimed filmmaker Cameron Crowe (Jerry 
Maguire, Almost Famous) directs an amazing 
and true story about a single dad who decides 
his family needs a fresh start, so he and his two 
children move to the most unlikely of places: a 
zoo. With the help of an eclectic staff, and with 
many misadventures along the way, the family 
works to return the dilapidated zoo to its former 
wonder and glory. PG, 2 hr. 4 min.

War Horse Set against a sweeping canvas 
of rural England and Europe during the 
First World War, War Horse begins with the 
remarkable friendship between a horse 
named Joey and a young man called 
Albert, who tames and trains him. When 
they are forcefully parted, the film follows 
the extraordinary journey of the horse as 
he moves through the war, changing and 
inspiring the lives of all those he meets-British 

cavalry, German soldiers, and a French farmer 
and his granddaughter-before the story 
reaches its emotional climax in the heart of No 
Man’s Land. The First World War is experienced 
through the journey of this horse-an odyssey 
of joy and sorrow, passionate friendship and 
high adventure. (PG-13), 2 hr. 26 min.

Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol
This is not just another mission for Tom Cruise. 
The IMF is shut down when it’s implicated in a 
global terrorist bombing plot. Ghost Protocol is 
initiated and Ethan Hunt and his rogue new team 
must go undercover to clear their organization’s 
name. No help, no contact, off the grid. You have 
never seen a mission grittier and more intense 
than this. We’ll see... (PG-13), 2 hr. 13 min.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
Oskar (Thomas Horn) is convinced that his 
father (Tom Hanks), who died in the 9/11 
attacks on the World Trade Center, has left a 
final message for him hidden somewhere in 
the city. His journey through the five boroughs 
takes him beyond his own loss to a greater 
understanding of the observable world around 
him. (PG-13), 2 hr. 9 min.

Albert Nobbs Five-time Academy Award 
nominee Glenn Close stars in this emotional and 
thought-provoking tale of a woman forced to 
live as a man in 19th Century Ireland. After thirty 
years of keeping up the charade, a new love 
threatens to destroy everything she’s worked so 
hard to build. (R), 1 hr. 53 min.

The Iron Lady is a surprising and intimate 
portrait of Margaret Thatcher starry Meryl Streep 
*who was feeling like she needed another Oscar) 
the first and only female Prime Minister of The 
United Kingdom. One of the 20th century’s 
most famous and influential women, Thatcher 
came from nowhere to smash through barriers 
of gender and class to be heard in a male 
dominated world. (PG-13), 1 hr. 45 min.

coming to theaters :555 JFK Road, Behind Kennedy Mall
www.mindframetheaters.com  
Movie Hotline: 563-582-4971
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{ bucket house hooligans cd release } much rougher than those hooligans that live in the shoe.

Bucket House Hooligans   
CD Release 
With Independent Progress,  
Casethejoint, Legal Fingers  
Friday, December 30  
Off Minor  

Local punks Bucket House Hooli-
gans celebrate the release of their 

new collection of original punk rock with a 
CD release party and show, Friday, Decem-
ber 30, 7 p.m. at Off Minor, 920 Main Street.  
The Hooligans are joined by Independent 
Progress, Casethejoint, and Legal Fingers.  

Formed by vocalist, guitarist, and song-
writer Cal Folman in 2008, Bucket House 
Hooligans has embodied the punk rock 
DIY aesthetic, writing tight, original songs 

revolving around themes of hard work, 
love, loss, family, and times both good 
and bad in their hometown of Dubuque.  
The band has played locally in support 
of loads of touring punk and indie rock 
bands (even letting them crash overnight 
at BHH headquarters) and has put plenty 
of tour miles on themselves building a fol-
lowing one show at a time.  

“We love to play,” states Folman.  “Love 
to play in other towns, have made a but-
tload of friends through our travels, and 
the local shows we’ve helped host … 
and we’ll continue to be a solid, kicking 
ass band as long as all our great fans and 
friends keep our old asses inspired with 
their love.”  

Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
Winter Farmers’ Market 
Wednesdays, 2-5 p.m.  
Fairgrounds 4-H Building 
Yeah, we realize this is stuck in an odd place 
in the paper, but we got it 
late and, well, this the only 
little space we had open. : )

While locavores might be 
aware of the downtown 
Winter Farmers’ Market 
on Saturday mornings, they might not 
realize that the Dubuque County Fair-
grounds hosts a Winter Farmers’ Market 

every Wednesday afternoon from 2 to 
5 p.m. in the Fairgrounds 4-H Building.   
The Fairgrounds’ Winter Farmers’ Market 
features over a dozen different vendors 
offering produce, crafts and other locally-

produced products 
ranging from honey, lace 
doilies, baked goods, 
and baby clothes, to bird 
houses, wood crafts, and 
cat towers, as well as jew-
elry, pillows, and more.   

For more info, visit www.dbqfairwinter-
market.com or find the Fairgrounds’ Win-
ter Farmers’ Market on Facebook.

 30
 DEC
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Thursday, December 22

Thursday, December 22

The Lonely Goats
The Cornerstone, 9 PM 

Menace 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, December 23

Denny Garcia 
Lulu’s Seldom Scene, 7 PM 

Rosalie Morgan
Asbury Eagles Club, 7 PM 

Andreas Transo 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Randy Rogers
Keil’s Tavern, 7:30 PM 

Tami & the Bachelor 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM

Laura McDonald & Jeff Weydert
Spirits, 8 PM 

Shaun Cavanaugh
The Twisted Pickle, 8 PM 

Untamed   
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits (Bad Fished)
Budde’s, 8 PM 

Broom Street Drifters 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

Soulsa  
Grape Escape, 8:30 PM 

Broken Rubber Band
The Lift, 9 PM 

Pat Smith & Richard Wagor
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Statue of Liberty
The Bank Bar & Grille, 9 PM 

Mississippi 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Face for Radio
The Bronco Inn, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken
Cascade Bowling Alley, 9:30 PM 

Eugene Smiles Project 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Saturday, December 24

Andrew Houy
The Cornerstone, 1 PM 

Okham’s Razor
Grape Escape, 2 PM 

Dertones 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Johnny Rocker’s All-Star Jam
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Six Nights Alone
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Sunday, December 25

Merry Christmas! 

Tuesday, December 27

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wedneday, December 28

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Dave Panico
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy
R Bar, 9 PM 

Mutilated By Zombies
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Thursday, December 29

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM 

Brandon Hagen & Friends 
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, December 30

Bucket House Hooligans CD 
Release, Independent Progress, 
Casethejoint, Legal Fingers
Off Minor, 7 PM 

L.A. Suess
Galena Brewing Co., 7 PM 

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Marty Koppes
Spirits, 8 PM 

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

TKO  
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Okham’s Razor
Steve’s Pizza, 8 PM 

Fizgig
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Lojo Russo
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Five & Dimers
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Sunshine
WigWam Bar, 9:30 PM 

Crystal Leather
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Saturday, December 31

Andrew Houy
The Cornerstone, 12:30 PM 

Okham’s Razor
Grape Escape, 2 PM 

Country Tradition
New Year’s Dance
Mooney Hollow Barn, 6 PM 

Jobless
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 PM 

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM

Impulse 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Steve Cavanaugh & Randy 
Droessler
Spirits Bar & Grille, 8 PM 

Statue of Liberty
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

The Brews Brothers
Galena Brewing Co., 8 PM 

Fever River String Band
Anton’s Saloon, 8 PM 

The Legends
Dubuque Knights of Columbus, 
8:30 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 8:30 PM 

The Fast Clydes
The Bank Bar & Grille, 9 PM 

Kent Burnside and the  
New Generation
The Lift, 9 PM 

Glimmer Blinkken, Old Panther 
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker’s
Finger Lickin’ Good Band 
Mystique Casino, 9 PM 

Tantrym
Knicker’s, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Pash N Brew
Shenanigans, 9 PM 

Reddoor 
Jumpers, 9 PM 

{ budweiser live music listings • december 22 - january 22 }

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC
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Jabberbox
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Courtside, 9 PM 

Larry Busch
Dubuque County Fairgrounds, 9 PM

Crude But Effective
Asbury Eagles Club, 9 PM 

Buzz Berries
Budde’s, 9 PM 

Face for Radio 
The Bronco Inn, 9 PM 

Cheap Skates
Keil’s Tavern, 9 PM 

Awesome Sauce
Dagwood’s, 9 PM 

Jason Brown The One Man Band
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Daylight Savings Account 
Embe Eatery & Lounge, 9 PM 

Manny B
Woodlands, Eagle Ridge, 9 PM 

Black Water Gin
New Diggings General  
Store, 10 PM

Stumble Brothers 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 11 PM

Sunday, January 1

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

BlackBloom & Friends
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM

Tuesday, January 3

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea,  
6:30 PM 

Roaslie Morgan
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wednesday, January 4

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Dave, Cricket, & 
Tim
The Lift, 9 PM 

Thursday, January 5

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, January 6

Okham’s Razor
Stone Cliff Wine Bar, 7 PM 

Ralph Kluseman
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Jerry Allan & The Knife River
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Misbehavin’ 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Enabler, Lines, Inside the Rose 
Off Minor, 9 PM 

Saturday, January 7

Blue Willow
Stone Cliff Wine Bar, 7 PM 

Jordan Danielson
Galena Brewing Co., 7 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM 

Ralph Kluseman
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Jerry Allan & The Knife River
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Crude But Effective
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

The Magnetos, The Fast Clydes
The Lift, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits (Bad Fished)
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Half-Fast
Noonan’s North 

Six Shots ‘til Midnight
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sunday, January 8

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Open Mic
Galena Brewing Co., 3 PM 

Denny Garcia
New Diggings General Store, 
3:30 PM

Johnny Rockers
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM

Tuesday, January 10

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wednesday, January 11

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy
R Bar, 9 PM 

Thursday, January 12

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, January 13

Boots Hefel Band
Courtside, 7 PM 

Sunshine 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Jon Conover 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Outta Control 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Fever River String Band
South Main Events, 8 PM 

Mississippi Trio String Band
The Bank Bar & Grille, 9 PM 

Mixed Emotions
Mystique Casino, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits (Bad Fished)
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM 

Ace’s Place
107 Main St W • Epworth, IA • 563-876-9068

Asbury Eagles Club
5900 Saratoga • Asbury, IA • 563-588-4458

The Bank Bar & Grille
342 Main • 563-584-1729 • bankdbq.com

Budde’s
10638 Key West Dr • Key West, IA • 563-582-0069

Champps Americana
3100 Dodge St. 563-690-2040

Club Rondezvous
1850 Central

Cornerstone
125 N. Main • Galena • 815-776-0700

Catfish Charlie’s River Club
1630 East 16th Street 563-582-8600

Courtside
2095 Holliday Dr • 563-583-0574

Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W • Cascade, IA • 563-852-3378

Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury Rd • 563-557-0880

Diamond Jo Casino
400 E. 3rd St. 563-690-2100

Dino’s Backside (The Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa • East Dubuque • 815-747-9049

Dirty Ernie’s
201 1st St NE • Farley, IA • 563-744-4653

Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S Main • Cuba City, WI • 608-744-2404

Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S Jefferson St • Lancaster, WI • 608-723-7676

Dubuque County Fairgrounds
14569 Old Highway Road, 563-588-1406

Dubuque Driving Range (Highway 52)
John Deere Road • 563-556-5420

Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive • 563-582-6498

Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 N • 563-552-2494

Embe Eatery & Lounge
233 S. Main St. • Galena, IL • embegalena.com

Five Flags Civic Center
405 Main • 563-589-4254 • Tix: 563-557-8497

Galena Brewing Co. 
227 N. Main Street, Galena 815-776-9917

Gobbie’s
219 N Main St • Galena, IL • 815-777-0243

Grape Escape
233 S Main • Galena, IL • 815-776-WINE • 
grapeescapegalena.com

 

Handle Bar
736 Burtons Furnace Rd., Durango, IA • 563- 552-2291

The Hub
253 Main • 563-556-5782

Irish Cottage (Frank O’Dowd’s Pub)
9853 Hwy 20 • Galena, IL • 815-776-0707 • 
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge • 563-556-6100

Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave • 563-583-5044

The Lift
180 Main • 563-584-1702

Mississippi Moon Bar ( Diamond Jo Casino)
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100 • diamondjo.com

Monk’s Kaffee Pub
373 Bluff St • 563-585-0919

Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Hwy 52 • Green Island, IA • 563-580-9494

Murph’s South End
55 Locust • 563-556-9896

Mystique Casino
1855 Greyhound Park Rd • 563-582-3647 
mystiquedbq.com

New Diggings General Store
2944 County Rd W • New Diggings, WI  
608-965-3231 • newdiggs.com

Noonan’s North
917 Main St • Holy Cross, IA • 563-870-2235

Northside Bar
2776 Jackson • 563-583-3039

Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E Main St • Platteville, WI • 608-348-3136

Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd • 563-582-0221

Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd • Hazel Green, WI • 608-748-4728

Spirits Bar &Grill (inside Days Inn)
1111 Dodge • 563-583-3297

Stone Cliff Winery 
Port of Dubuque • 563-583-6100 
stonecliffwinery.com

Thums Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH • Kieler, WI • 608-568-3118

Tony Roma’s (inside Grand Harbor Resort)
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-4000 • 
grandharborresort.com

The Yardarm
Dubuque Marina • Near Hawthorne • 563-582-3653

If you have live entertainment and would 
like to be included in our listing, contact us:

info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.EN
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{ budweiser live music listings • december 22 - january 12 }
Saturday, January 14

Jon Conover 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Al’s Speed Shop
Knicker’s, 8 PM 

Jammer 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Misbehavin’
Galena Brewing Co., 8 PM 

Spazmatics
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8:30 PM 

Mixed Emotions
Mystique Casino, 9 PM 

Half-Fast
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

The Lonely Goats
Grape Escape, 9 PM 

Boys Night Out
The Bronco Inn, 9 PM 

12 Car Pileup 
Jumpers, 9:30 PM 

Nitrix 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

Sunday, January 15

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Open Mic
Galena Brewing Co., 3 PM 

Okham’s Razor
New Diggings General Store, 
3:30 PM

Tuesday, January 17

New Voices: Open Mic 
Rendezvous Coffee & Tea, 6:30 PM 

Rosalie Morgan
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Wednesday, January 18

Acoustic Jam 
Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

“Controlled Chaos” Open Mic
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Open Mic with Dave, 
Cricket, & Tim
The Lift, 9 PM 

Thursday, January 19

Open Mic with Cal 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM

Friday, January 20

Positively 4th Street 
Galena Brewing Co., 7 PM 

Katie & Brownie
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Sunshine 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Misfits  
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Venice Gashouse Trolley, Dead 
Larry
The Lift, 9 PM 

Saint Anyway
The Bank Bar & Grille, 9 PM 

Sunshine
Mystique Casino, 9 PM 

Saturday, January 21

Irv Cass: Elvis Tribute
Mississippi Moon Bar, 4 & 8 PM 

Positively 4th Street
Galena Brewing Co., 7 PM 

Katie & Brownie
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Mixed Emotions
Georgie’s Skyline, 8 PM 

Sunshine 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Miles Nielsen
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 9 PM 

Hard Salami
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Sunshine
Mystique Casino, 9 PM 

Bad Habits
The Bent Rim, 9 PM 

Sunday, January 22

Fever River String Band
Council Hill Station, 1 PM 

Open Mic
Galena Brewing Co., 3 PM 

Broom Street Drifters 
New Diggings General Store, 
3:30 PM
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{ humane society capital campaign } fetch em’ 800,000... good boy!

We’re late, we’re late!  We have a very important date!

We need to raise the remaining $800,000 to purchase 
the Carlisle building by December 31, 2011!

Wow, that date is coming up so fast.  We need your cash 
and/or pledges soon to meet our deadline.

Pledges are welcome beginning in 2012.

DRHS has raised over $2 million dollars, leaving less 
than $800,000 to be raised by December 31st to pur-
chase the Carlisle Publishing building located at 4242 
Chavenelle Road in Dubuque. DRHS is conducting this 
effort in its quest to create a new community Animal 
Resource Center and expand its current programs and 
services.

DRHS’s animal intake has increased 64% since 2004. It 

serves 5 counties in Iowa, one in Illinois and one in Wis-
consin. The current shelter at 175 N Crescent Ridge in 
Dubuque is only equipped to care for about 3,600 ani-
mals per year. Last year, DRHS took in over 5,000. 

“We are drastically overcrowded,” comments Jane 
McCall, President and CEO. “Unless something is done, 
we will have to become a limited admission shelter. 
We’ve remodeled and reconfigured our current facil-
ity several times since its construction in 1992. With 
no room more to expand our current shelter, our only 
option is to relocate.”

Purchasing the Carlisle building would more than dou-
ble the size of the current shelter. It sits on 5 acres of 
green space, is highly visible and provides 
a centralized location for the addition of 
a new community pet park on the west 
end of town. The Carlisle building project 
would also cost approximately $4 million 
less than DRHS’s original plan to build a 
new structure on vacant land behind the 
AMC theater.

“We were extremely disappointed 
when our original plan fell through, 
but we had to adapt when the only access 
to the property fell into foreclosure before 
the easement was finalized,” says McCall. 
“Finding a new location with the proper 
zoning and someone willing to sell to us 
has been excruciating. Everyone loves the 
humane society, just not as their neigh-
bor. Little did we expect to find a place as 

perfect as the Carlisle Building, much less to discover it 
would save us so much money.”

With 63% of all households having pets, the new facil-
ity will also allow DRHS to greatly expand community 
offerings and services. A spay/neuter surgical suite 
will reduce pet overpopulation by expanding the low-
income spay/neuter program. A dedicated classroom 
for camps and community presentations will increase 
humane education outreach and opportunities. A 
training center for obedience, agility and care classes 
will provide support to animals and their families. 
According to McCall, “This is not just a Humane Society 
project. This is a project which will benefit the entire 
community.”

As an open admission shelter, no animal in need is ever 
turned away. Now DRHS needs the community’s help 
to continue its mission of protecting and promoting the 
well-being of all animals.

For more information on this project, or to make a gift, 
go to www.dbqhumane.org, or call (563) 584-1925. 
Checks can be mailed to New Animal Resource Center, 
175 N Crescent Rdg, Dubuque, IA 52003.

Dubuque Regional Humane Society Has Less Than $800,000 to Go!
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how about bernhardy on ice? think about it. money in the bank.{ berhardt on broadway & ice fest }

Ice Fest 
January 14-29  
National Mississippi River   
Museum & Aquarium 

The National Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium in the Port 

of Dubuque will host its annual Ice Fest 
event on three weekends from January 
14 through 29, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
New this year will be an appearance of 
“Buddy” from Dinosaur Train.

The Museum & Aquarium will present 
special winter-related programs daily 
throughout Ice Fest including historic 
footage about ice harvesting on the 
river in Dubuque and indoor exhibits 
showcasing authentic ice harvesting 
tools, different modes of winter trans-
portation and other artifacts.

Feature activities taking place each 
weekend during Ice Fest will include 
professional snow and ice sculpting, ice 

harvesting demonstrations, traditional 
Native American winter games, live ani-
mal programs, winter safety programs, 
and more. These fun games and activi-

ties will take place both indoors 
and out.

Ice Fest will also host special 
guests including a two popular 
children’s television person-
alities and a professional Jazz 
singer. The Chill-Out Chili Cook-
Off, sanctioned by Chili Appre-
ciation Society International 
(CASI), is returning for its fourth 
year — this contest will take 
place during the first weekend 

of Ice Fest (Jan. 14-15) along the Boat-
yard Plaza boardwalk.  Visit www.river-
museum.com for more information.

Sat Jan 28 and Sun 29th   
The Grand Opera House 
Before mass media and modern travel, 
Sarah Bernhardt ingeniously master 
marketed her meteoric rise to super-
stardom. She was the WORLD’S FIRST 
SUPERSTAR.  Before Lady GaGa and Mar-
ilyn Monroe posed nude for national 
magazines, and Janet Jackson “acci-
dentally” bared one breast at the Super 
Bowl XXXVIII halftime show, Sarah 
Bernhardt shamelessly posed nude for 
renowned 19th century photographer 
Felix Nadar while still in her teens. 

Before Britney Spears and Madonna 
French-kissed at MTV’s 20th annual 
Video Music Awards, Bernhardt spread 
rumors that she studied her parts in a 
coffin and played croquet with human 
skulls. Before Elizabeth Taylor was led 
to the altar seven times and Zsa Zsa 
Gabor sampled marital bliss with nine 
men, Madame Sarah received over 
1000 proposals of marriage. 

Before Joan Crawford and Bette Davis 
endorsed Lucky Strikes, Sarah Bern-
hardt touted Ogden cigarettes as well 
as Vaseline, Pears soap, and Guerlain 
perfume and got paid well to do it. 
She was an unrivaled success in the 
first full length silent film, ‘Queen Elia-
beth,‘ before Cate Blanchett and Helen 
Mirren offered their interpretations of 
England’s great queen. Before Rich-
ard Burton and Sir Lawrence Olivier 
performed ‘Hamlet,’ Sarah Bernhardt 
played the young prince at Stratford 
on Avon in French. 

Mark Twain punctuated Sarah Bern-
hardt’s Avant Garde status when he 
identified five kinds of actresses: “bad, 
fair, good, great – and then there is 
Sarah Bernhardt.” Nicknamed ‘The 
Divine Sarah’ by Oscar Wilde, Bern-
hardt was the undisputed queen of 

theatre during her lifetime.  It is said 
she almost single-handedly revolu-
tionized the place of women in the 
theater. Her bravery and bold abandon 
has become the archetype of success-
ful women to this day.

Bernhardt on Broadway is a no holds 
barred exposé about the daughter of 
a courtesan who overcame countless 
obstacles to become the most famous 
woman in the world. Now, a century 
after her last apearance in the Ann 
Arbor (02.13.1917 at The Whitney once 
located at the corner of Main and Ann), 
audiences can once again experience 
the wonder of Madame Sarah in the 
one-woman musical, Bernhardt on 
Broadway. The show opens with Ber-
nhardt welcoming the audience to her 
drawing room, a warm and cozy set-
ting for the audience to become rapt in 
intimate self-disclosures via story and 
song about the actress’ legendary life.

Playwright, composer, lyricist and lead 
Carol Dunitz read over 100 books and 
articles on Sarah Bernhardt before 
writing Bernhardt on Broadway. Ann 
Arbor resident Dunitz holds a Ph.D. in 
Speech Communication and Theater 
and is author of several books in addi-
tion to Bernhardt on Broadway. Her 
love of musicals dates to her childhood 
when her mother, who often told her 
she was ‘a little Sarah Bernhardt,’ took 
her to see Gypsy. Learn more about this 
great toruing production at www.Ber-
nhardtOnBroadway.com.

Discover the magic of Sarah Bernhardt 
on stage at the Grand Opera House, 
Saturday, January 28th @ 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, January 29th at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $12 for everyone 
under 21 and available online at www.
thegrandoperahouse.com or at the 
Grand Opera House box office.

 14
 JAN



www.Dubuque365.com22 { december 22, 2011 - january 4, 2012 } 365ink Magazine   |   issue #150 (and we’re still alive!)

Dubuque Museum of Art 

Winter Exhibits
David Plowden’s Iowa: Photographs from a 
Nostalgic Journey will be on display at the 
Dubuque Museum of Art from December 9 
to March 25, 2012. American photographer 
David Plowden was born in Massachusetts in 
1932 and is best known for his photographs 
of industrial scenes, steam trains, Midwest 
farmlands, and small towns. The places and 
people of Iowa hold a special place in the 
artist’s oeuvre, and he has traveled the state 

for decades photographing the landscapes, 
towns, and people that crossed his path.

Urban Landscapes by Mary Phelan, featuring 
13 oil on linen paintings, is also on display from 
December 9 until March 25, 2012. Scenes of 
Chicago neighborhoods celebrate the artist’s 
hometown and bring to mind the civic pride 
found in 17th century Dutch cityscapes. Mary 
Phelan is inspired by feng shui in her compo-
sitions which together with soft lighting and 
a subdued color palette take these everyday 
scenes to a higher level. Phelan has a gift for 
seeing the poetry of the ordinary in the city 
environment and she seeks to connect the 
viewer with what is often overlooked.

Remixed Remains by Brent Houzenga is on 
view until April 1, 2012. A  new amuse bouche 
exhibition in the museum’s balcony gallery, 
it features an installation of painted window 
panes by the Des Moines-based artist which 

showcases the artist’s signature punk rock 
style combined with antique portraiture.

The Dubuque Museum of Art, located at 701 
Locust Street, is open Tuesday through Friday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday 
and Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Admission 
in 2011 is free.

Popular Art Auction peice   
now a print for the masses! 
The perfect gift has arrived! An extraordinary 
poster (above) of Dubuque landmarks by pro-
fessional illustrator Kirsten Ulve done in her 
signature style. This print garnered tremen-
dous interest and praise at this year’s art auc-
tion, such that it prompted the creation of a 
special art print, 35” x 23”. Get your copy at the 
Museum gift shop now for, we believe, $26.75. 

{ dubuque museum of art } i’ve got my print, do you?
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{ eagle watching } if you’e gonna sit out in the cold, you might as well watch something.

Eagle Watching
Take your binoculars and check out all 
these Bald Eagle Watch events happening 
planned up and down the Mississippi River 
this winter. For details, visit www.TravelMis-
sissippiRiver.org. The Mississippi River is the 
second most-visited U.S. natural resource 
(after the Grand Canyon).  The bald eagles 
find it a pretty popular place to visit too.

Each year from mid-December through 
February, thousands of bald eagles migrate 
south to winter along the Mississippi River 
near the lock and dams. Turbulence cre-
ated below the dams provides open water 
and a smorgasbord of stunned fish for 
eagles to feast upon.   The wooded bluffs 
that overlook the Mississippi are excel-
lent habitat for roosting and an increasing 
number of cases nesting.  It’s not uncom-
mon to see over 10 eagles in one tree!

The Dubuque Audubon Society will lead 
our area in the National Midwinter Bald 
Eagle Survey on Saturday, January 7. The 
survey is done by car and covers western 
Dubuque county and eastern Delaware 
county. Sponsored by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the annual eagle count pro-
vides information on eagle trends, distri-
bution, and habitat, and helps to create 
public interest in Bald Eagles and their 
conservation. The Dubuque area eagle 
count will start at 10:00 a.m. in the parking 
lot of Payless Grocery in Dyersville.

Get ready for the annual Dubuque Bald 
Eagle Watch, taking place this year on Sat-
urday, January 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Grand River Center. Celebrate 
the American Bald Eagle with children’s 
activities, exhibitors and vendors, as well 
as free trolley rides to live eagle watching 

sites. A real bobcat and lynx will be on 
hand; plus, enjoy onstage presentations 
by the World Bird Sanctuary. Don’t miss 
this year’s Eagle Watch!

Have a chance for multiple sightings dur-
ing the Bald Eagle Bus Tours on January 
14, and February 11 and 25.   This four-
hour bus tour of five bald eagle wintering 
communities shows bald eagles feeding, 
roosting, and/or nesting.   Reservations 
required; adults are $85, youth under 17 
are $60.  Each tour departs at 8 a.m. from 
the Stoney Creek Inn, Galena. Call (815) 
594-2306 for reservations or visit www.
galena.org .

The Clinton Bald Eagle Watch is Saturday, 
January 7 at Lock & Dam 13 (Fulton, IL) and 
Clinton  Community College for indoor 
exhibits.  Outdoor viewing is at Lock & Dam 
13 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Exhibits and 
programs at Clinton Community College, 
1000 Lincoln Blvd. in Clinton, IA, are from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  For more information, visit 
www.clintoniatourism.com.

Bald Eagle Days happens on January 6-8, 
at the QCCA Expo Center located at 2621 
4th Avenue in Rock Island, IL.   It is the 
largest event in the Midwest dedicated 
to the United States’ national symbol of 
freedom.   Hours: Friday 4-8 p.m., Satur-
day 10 a.m.-8 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.  Admission is $5 for adults and $1 
for kids. Thousands of residents and visi-
tors turn out for the annual event which 

includes: live eagle programs and live 
bird of prey demonstrations. Pella Wild-
life Company will have programs showing 
their wolves, and Niabi Zoo will be there 
with exotic animals including the pen-
guins.  Over 100 vendors, a 20-foot climb-
ing tower, and spotting scopes set up 
and manned by the Quad City Audubon 
Society at Sunset Marina in Rock Island for 
a great eagle watching opportunity with 
free shuttle bus service from the Expo 
Center.  For more details, visit www.qcca-
expocenter.com .

The Mississippi River Visitor Center on 
Arsenal Island, between Davenport, Iowa, 
and Rock Island, Illinois, offers free eagle 
watches and Clock Tower tours every 
weekend on Saturdays and Sundays from 
January 14-February 19, 2012   For reser-
vations, call (309) 794-5338 or visit www.
mvr.usace.army.mil/missriver/MRVC/
MRVC.htm .

On Saturday, January 28, 2012, go eagle-
watching in Muscatine during the day 
with outdoor viewing from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Riverside Park and Lock & 
Dam 16.  Live Eagle programs at 9:30 a.m. 

& 11:30 a.m. and environmental exhib-
its at the Pearl City Station, 1100 Harbor 
Dr. in Muscatine, Iowa, in Riverside Park.   
For more information, call the Muscatine 
Ranger office: (563) 263-7913 or visit www.
meetmuscatine.com.

TravelMississippiRiver.org is now hosting 
a contest so you can win a weekend get-
away this winter to go eagle watching in 
one of six different communities along the 
Mississippi River in Illinois and Iowa.  Sign 
up today at www.TravelMississippiRiver.
org.  The contest continues through Janu-
ary 20, 2012.
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L. May Eatery (Revisited)
by Rich Belmont

Do you think of New Year’s Eve as the end of year 2011 
or as the beginning of 2012?  Either way you owe it to 
yourself to finish this year or begin the next one with an 
exceptionally delicious dinner!

L.May Eatery is just the place to help you celebrate “out 
with the old and in with the new”.  If you haven’t done 
so already its’ not too late to make your reservations for 
a delightful dinner chosen from a special New Year’s Eve 
menu served from 4 pm to 10 pm.

Lea and E.J. Droessler, co-owners of L.May Eatery are 
quite excited about the outstanding menu choices they 
have in store for your celebration.  They have seized the 
opportunity to showcase the talents of their Executive 
Chef, Tony Joos.

Even if you regularly 
enjoy his delicious cuisine 
you probably haven’t met 
Tony.  That’s because he 
likes to be in the kitchen 
supervising the creation 
of his delectable works 
of art.

Tony is from East Dubuque, IL and began his career 
working in Timmerman’s Supper Club.  He went on to 
study at the New England Culinary Institute in Montpelier, 
VT.  He then cooked in a couple of 3 star restaurants before 
returning to Dubuque.  Chef Joos has been a chef for 25 
years.  His experience is evident in every one of his superb 
dinners.  Chef Tony and his wife also raise a herd of goats 
in their spare time.  Currently they have approximately 250 
goats. They are a major supplier of milk to the Montchevre 
Betin Goat Cheese Company in Belmont, WI.

The current L.May menu 
contains many interesting 
choices.  For starters I 
recommend the goat cheese 
with fall fig chutney.  You 
can guess where the goat 
cheese comes from.  The 
chutney is made from dried 
figs, a few jalapeño peppers, 
fresh ginger, garlic and some 
apples and apple cider.  The 
Tuna Crostini (right) is lightly 

pan-seared Ahi Tuna with 
lemon ginger pesto.

Recently my guests and 
I experienced some 
wonderful dinners.  The Filet 
Mignon is an 8 oz. Angus 
tenderloin pan roasted and 
finished with a zinfandel 
wine reduction sauce.  The 
Osso Buco consists of four 
4 oz. pork shanks braised 
for 3 to 4 hours and served 
with a red wine mushroom 
sauce.  One of my guests 

really liked the Lobster lasagna (above).  Chilean lobster 
tails are lightly poached.  Then the meat is layered with 
mozzarella, parmesan and ricotta cheeses in a fresh cream 
and champagne sauce.  Another member of my party raved 

about the Angus Burger (It was ME! - Bryce).  This colossal 
burger (above) is made with three quarters of a pound of 
prime Angus served with pickled red onion, havarti cheese 
and spicy ketchup on a toasted ciabatta bun.

My new friend ordered the Pasta Bolognese.  He received 
this huge bowl of rigatoni tossed in a traditional Italian 
meat sauce topped with baked mozzarella and ricotta 
cheese.  He had enough pasta left over to take home for 
the next night’s dinner and lunch they day after that!

Thanks to Lea we all had a chance to sample the nightly 
special.  This was a dish of garlic roasted shrimp served 
with steamed vegetables and a Romesco sauce (pictured 
atop the facing page).  This is a Spanish sauce of finely 
ground tomatoes, red bell peppers, onions, garlic, 

L.May Eatery
1072 Main Street, Dubuque, IA  52001
 563-556-0505 • www.LMayEatery.com

HOURS: Bar: Thu – Sun – Mon, 4:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Fri – Sat: 4:30 pm – Close, Tue – Wed Closed
Kitchen: Thu – Sun – Mon: 4:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Fri – Sat: 4:30 pm – 10:00 pm, Tue – Wed: Closed
DINING STYLE: Casual, NOISE LEVEL: Conversational
RECOMMENDATIONS: Goat Cheese w/Fig Chutney, Tuna Crostini, Angus 
Burger, Filet Mignon, Lobster Lasagna, Meatloaf, Pasta Bolognese, 
Osso Buco, Chilean Salmon
LIQUOR SERVICE: Full Bar; Lea & E.J.’s Carefully Chosen Wine List; Hand 
Muddled Old Fashion; Large Craft Beer  Selection; Sangria (in season), 
Pumpkin Pie Martini 
PRICES: Apps: $8 to $11; Entrees: $14 to $20
Pizzas: $10 to $20
RESERVATIONS: 2 to 20; Private Parties up to 100; Recommend making 
reservations on line at LMayEatery.com
PAYMENT OPTIONS:  5%  Cash Discount, Check, Debit, All Major Credit
ACCESSIBILITY: Proudly Accessible Dubuque Certified
KIDS POLICY: High chairs, Booster seats
CATERING: Lunch & Dinner
TAKE OUT: Yes, DELIVERY: No, PARKING: On Street

{ 365 dining: l.may eatery, revisited } best burger in dbq, says bryce.
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{ 365 dining: l.may eatery, revisited } and they have fantastic gluten-free pizza!

almonds and olive oil.  I, for one, will 
remember this mysterious flavor for a 
long time.

I myself was very pleased with my choice 
of meatloaf (below).  This loaf is prepared 
from 95% lean ground Angus and mixed 
with onions, peppers and carrots.  The 
meat by itself is very good but the dish is 
a standout  because of the sauce on top. 
It’s prepared from pan roasted cherry 
tomatoes, olive oil, capers and a little 
tomato juice. 

Many of these dinners will be offered 
on the special New Year’s Eve menu.  
However, there will also be some new 
offerings designed to insure a memorable 
evening.

For example, you might want to try the Leg 
of Lamb.  It is braised with Potosi Brewery 
Porter beer and seasoned with rosemary 
and garlic and a mirepoix (chopped 
carrots, onions and celery).  There will 

be Pan Roasted Chicken Breasts finished 
with a sauce made from brandy, a Dijon 
mustard demi-glaze and cream.  The Sea 
bass will be an interesting choice.  It will 
be accompanied by a Hazelnut gremolada 
rice pilaf.  The gremolada is a combination 
of garlic, parsley and lemon and for this 
dish ground hazelnuts are added to it.

Chef Joos will also have a special salmon 
presentation.  A Chilean filet is coated 
with a fresh herb coating of chive, parsley, 
tarragon and rosemary.  It is served over 
sweet potato mash with a pomegranate 
reduction sauce.

All of the servers at L.May are 
knowledgeable and manage their tables 
well.  On our most recent visit, our waitress, 
Katie Hemesath, was particularly attentive 
and efficient.  Katie became our friend for 
life when she brought us the dessert tray.  

There were so many choices!  On this night 
she had Seven Layer Chocolate Mousse 
Cake, Tiramisu, Apple Pie with Cinnamon 
Ice Cream, Double Chocolate Brownies, 
Lemon Berry Cream Cake with a layer 
of Mascarpone and L. May’s specialty, 
Orange Roll Bread Pudding with Vanilla 
Ice Cream and Figs.

E.J. reminds us to be sure to check out the 
wine and beer list.  The beverage menu is 
changed each season so right now there 
are some interesting full bodied wines 
and winter stouts and porters.

L.May’s holiday hours are: 
• December 24 & 25 – Closed  
• December 26 -31 – Open –  
even Tuesday and Wednesday 
• January 1 & 2 – Closed
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{ sports and recreation }

Friends of Baseball   
Flood Relief Fundraiser 
Jan. 21, 2-10 p.m.  
Dubuque County Fairgrounds 

When a stalled thunderstorm in July 
2011 dumped up to a foot of rain in the 

tri-states, the fields at the Dubuque Sports 
Complex were devastated. The complex is 
the home of the Dubuque Boys Independent 
League and other recreational baseball, soft-
ball and football teams. The storm quickly 
left behind only memories with the prospect 
of many hours of work and labor needed to 
restore the playing fields by spring of 2012.

A new organization was formed to repair 
the damage to storm-struck fields, building, 
fences, parking lots and machinery, and that’s 
where you come in. Friends of Baseball Flood 
Relief Fundraiser is looking for community help 
to strike new life into the damaged Dubuque 
Sports Complex with the goal of “Rebuild it, 
and they will play.”

The mission of the Friends of Baseball is to pro-
vide financial assistance required to repair the 
five ball fields at the Dubuque Sports Complex 
that were damaged from the excessive rainfall 
this past July. The group’s desire is to provide 
a safe, enjoyable and engaging outdoor envi-
ronment, where kids can truly benefit from 
the sportsmanship and teamwork gained from 
organized baseball.

They are planning a special event on January 
21, 2012 at the Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
from 2 to 10 p.m. Highlights include a raffle 
for amazing prizes, a puck signing with the 
Dubuque Fighting Saints, live music from Mis-
behavin’, auctions, games for kids, karaoke, 
LT Amusements, and a delicious meal served 
up by Kalmes’. For $10, you can go to bat with 
a menu of beef, chicken, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, salad, green beans, roll, butter, coffee, 
milk and DQ Dilly bar. Kids meal   for $5 (12 & 
under) includes a hot dog or cheeseburger 
with chips, drink and DQ Dilly Bar.

Support local baseball and step up to the plate 
at the Fairgrounds for the Friends of Baseball 
Flood Relief Fundraiser. Learn more at   www.
dbqBaseball.org or find Friends of Baseball 
(Dubuque) on Facebook.

if the karate kids had to fight the dance girls, I think the girls would win on sheer numbers.

 21
 JAN
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I’ve seen customers in our lighting aisle 
with a light bulb package in each hand 
and confused looks on their faces. And, 
no wonder—these days, there are TONS 
of lighting choices. Before you start 
throwing bulbs, here’s my advice for 
getting the right light bulb.

Give CFLs a chance. 
I’ve heard plenty of myths about com-
pact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). The truth 
is that they’ve come a long way. There 
are now “instant on” options, three-way 
dimmable versions, and different shaped 
CFLs to fit any fixture. I personally love 
how energy efficient CFLs are. CFLs are 75 
percent more energy efficient than most 
incandescent bulbs, which translates into 
saving money on utility bills.

Choose ENERGY STAR. 
I recommend ENERGY STAR qualified 
CFLs to customers because they are held 
to a higher quality standard than other 
light bulbs. Earning the ENERGY STAR 
label means products have met strict 

energy efficiency guidelines set by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Understand the lingo. 
If you stroll down the lighting aisle at Steve’s 
Ace Home & Garden, you’ll notice light bulb 
packages look different than what you may 
be used to. They remind me of nutrition 
labels. It’s part of Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 (EISA). The idea is to 
make it easier to compare light bulbs.

The new lighting labels show: 
• Brightness (lumens) 
• Estimated annual energy cost 
• Bulb’s life expectancy (in years) 
• Light appearance (cool/warm) 
• Energy used (watts) 
• If the bulb contains mercury

Just to clarify that first item on our list…
lumens are the standard measurement of 
light output and indicate how bright a light 
bulb is. Watts refer to how much energy a 
light bulb uses. CFLs provide the same 
light output as incandescent bulbs (see 
chart below), but use less energy to do so.

Do you like it cool or warm? 
CFLs now come in a variety of color tones: 
soft white, cool white, and daylight. On 
a light bulb box, look for “Kelvins (K)” to 
determine where the bulb falls on the color 
spectrum. Less Kelvins (2700-3000K) equal 
a warmer light. More Kelvins (>3500K) indi-
cate a cooler light.

Color tips: 
• Most ENERGY STAR qualified bulbs   
  match the color of incandescent bulbs  

  at 2700-3000K.
• For a whiter light, look for bulbs  
  marked 3500-4100K. 
• For bluer white light, look for  
  bulbs marked 5000-6500K. 
• Cool white is good for kitchens  
  and work spaces. 
• Daylight light bulbs are excellent  
  for reading.

Buy all the same bulbs for a fixture.
Here’s something I learned the hard way: Be 
sure all CFLs for a given fixture are the same 
(i.e., same brand, same type, same lumens 
output, same temperature). Consider jotting 
down the type of CFL you installed in a par-
ticular fixture so that if one CFL burns out, 
you can buy the same kind of light bulb. 

Go for the sale. 
CFLs prices are often slightly higher than 
incandescent light bulbs. This has to do with 
the cost of the materials used to manufac-
ture CFLs. Yet, CFLs last six times longer than 
incandescents so you won’t have to replace 
them as often. Steve’s partners with local 
utilities to sponsor energy-efficiency light-
ing sales. So, be on the lookout for deals.

More questions? 
Want to know more CFLs? Email me at sara.
selchert@stevesace.com or stop by our 
store and ask any of our associates about 
the right CFLs for your fixtures. And hey, 
look at that great deal on bulbs down there 
in that ad. How convenient!

{ do it yourself advice from Sara } is that lightbulb over your head energy efficient, einstein?

CFLs  Incandescent Equivalent     Light Output

   9-11 watts   40 watts         450 lumens 
 13-17 watts   60 watts         800 lumens 
18-20 watts   75 watts       1,100 lumens 
23-26 watts 100 watts (retiring in 2012)     1,600 lumens 
31-42 watts 150 watts      2,600 lumens
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{ bob’s book reviews } bob taking the black and joining bryce on the wall!

by Bob Gelms

This topic is becoming an annual event here 
at Bob’s Books. It is becoming a tradition and 
who am I to stand in the way of tradition. 
Let’s start by reading a classic for Christmas 
TO somebody like your child, a grandkid, 
an invalid, a blind person or get something 
slightly salacious and read it to your signifi-
cant other over a selection of strawberries 
and flaming Sambuca…you get the idea.

The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg is a 
story that will warm your heart as you read it. 
You could go to the movie, sure, but there is 
nothing like reading it to a pair of wide eyes 
all snuggled up in bed. The illustrations are 
startlingly beautiful and are somewhat carried 
forward in the movie but interestingly enough 
I don’t really want to see those pictures move, 
I’d rather let my imagination do that.

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sen-
dak is another book that is so beautiful to 
look at that it almost obscures the story. It 
has sold almost 20 million copies and is com-
ing up on the 50th anniversary of its 
publication. This book should act as a 
warning as to what can happen if you 
send your child to bed with no supper. 
Max has a powerful imagination and 
his lonely room serves as a catalyst for 
a most amazing story.

Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Law-
rence The story concerns a young 
married woman, Constance, Lady Chatter-
ley, whose upper-class husband, Clifford 
Chatterley, is paralyzed and impotent. Her 
sexual frustration directs her to have an 
affair with the gamekeeper, Oliver Mellors. 
I have two things to say; one, this is where 
the flaming Sambuca comes into play and, 
two; it made me consider heavily a career in 
gameskeeping.

The Passage by Justin Cronin’s is his tour 
de force. It stands on the shoulders of the 
giants, Dracula and Interview with the 

Vampire, and creates the next step in Vam-
pirology. Cronin, however, uses this as a 
big part of a novel that is really about the 
end of the world. It centers on a virus that 
is discovered in bats in South America. The 
bats’ bite contains a virus originally thought 
to be able to extend life indefinitely but, as 
with all “science gone badly” plots, science 
goes horribly wrong. The virus has appall-
ing side effects but never let it be said that 
the military would pass up a chance to wea-
ponize this terror into an invincible solder. 
That’s when the wheels come off. The virus 
escapes the laboratory where the experi-
ments are being conducted and the world is 
subjected to the Virals as they are called. The 
novel then jumps ahead about 100 years and 
we are treated to the story of the humans 
that have managed to survive the constant 
attacks of the Virals who constantly nee to 
feed on human blood to survive. Society has 
completely broken down. So has the idea of 
what it means to be human. In fact there are 
precious few humans left. The Passage has 
my vote as book of the year.

In college, sometime in the last century, I 
had a Biology professor who suggested we 
could read The Origin of Species for extra 
credit. Since the peculiarities of the protozoa 
paramecium provided for me paroxysms of 
paralysis in trying to permeate its purpose 
I took him up on his proposal. (TO THE EDI-
TOR: I’m beggin yuh…leave this sentence in.)

The Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural Selec-
tion is one of the dozen 
or so of the most impor-
tant books of any kind 
ever written. The Origin 
of Species is easily under-
stood by the non scientist. 
That is why the book still 
engenders controversy. 

The book is written so clearly; the ideas flow 
so logically from one to the other; and Dar-
win’s proof is so overwhelming that a lot of 
people think they know what it is about. Or, 
more likely, what it isn’t about. The book 
is easily read…dry in spots but easily read. 
Give it a try. You’ll have loads of fun convers-
ing with the neighborhood Creationist.

As with last year this piece is completely free 
of William Faulkner, Henry James and Saul 
Bellow…Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, 
and Happy New Year.

Read a Classic for Christmas Part Deux!
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The car was just beginning to warm up as we pulled over to 
our friends’ house, brightly strung with holiday lights. As we 
approached the door, I hissed at my husband, “If anybody 
asks you if we’re ready for Christmas, say YES!” 

I don’t remember what he said. As a man, especially as a man 
who couldn’t care less about keeping up with the Joneses, I 
know he would not have been the slightest bit embarrassed 
to admit that no, we were nowhere near ready. We had barely 
made it through Thanksgiving.

Well, that’s not quite true. Thanksgiving was fine. First we went 
to the mental facility in Keokuk where my sister lives now, and 
partook of not only turkey and all the trimmings, but a rousing 
musical show combining religion with patriotism, neither of 
which I had ever thought of as especially Thanksgiving-ish. 
But it is a good place, perhaps perfect place for her, and I was 
grateful. 

A few days later, on Thanksgiving Day, we managed to put 
together a splendid meal including a homemade apple 
pie. The gathering was small but festive, and appropriately 
thankful.

But we all knew what was coming next. Over the years, both 
my son and my daughter have been newspaper carriers, and 
wow, were we surprised when the first Thanksgiving paper 
came out. Bigger even than Sunday’s, it was scary big. Was 
there any news in there? I don’t recall. All I saw was ads, 
oceans of ads.

I’d already consigned the Black Friday junk to the recycling bin 
when Allison and Dan showed up, forgetting how much they 
liked to see what was new, what was on sale, what, maybe, 
they might want to have themselves. As for me, the day after 
Thanksgiving is the day you couldn’t pay me to leave the 
house.

By today, it’s almost – well, you know. That even bigger holiday. 
And you know what’s expected. I suppose each family varies 
somewhat in its traditions, but generally speaking, we’re all 
talking about food and decorations and gifts and what have 
I forgotten? 

Once this issue comes out, we’ll be down to something like 3 
Days and Counting. By which point, if the tree isn’t up and the 
gingerbread village is not glued together with frosting and 
you haven’t found anything for Great-Aunt Lucy, well, I hate 
to tell you, but don’t be surprised to find a lump of coal in 
your stocking.

A friend of mine went to an event where people talked 
about the holidays, and how people sometimes get a 
little stressed out, a little blue, a little bit “Are You  Talking 
to ME?” about all this stuff we’re somehow supposed to 
do while continuing to work, if we’re lucky enough to be 
employed, or looking for work, if we’re not, while also taking 
care of children who have been wound up into a state of 

hysteria by all the ads and visits to Santa and sugary candy 
canes. Some people, normal people like you and me, might 
feel like just throwing in the towel on this whole Christmas 
thing. Going to church, maybe, but that’s it. Especially – 
forgive me, I have to say it – in this economy. My friend told me 
that one couple in the group had already told their children 
that this year, there would be no presents. None. Nada. Zip. 

These are grown children they were talking about, but still. 
Isn’t that just too sad? My children are grown, too, but I still 
like to get them surprises, and they like to reciprocate, if they 
can. If they can’t, after all, there are alternatives. I remember 
when they were young, and would occasionally give me a 
book of coupons, handmade promises of “A Saturday without 
TV” or “No fighting” – acts that required great self-discipline, 
but cost not a cent. 

Surely, if we put our heads together, we can think of similar 
gifts for adults. I would be thrilled to receive a book of 
coupons from a friend or family member for things like 
“Loading the dishwasher all week,” “Rubbing your shoulders 
for ten minutes,” and “Vacuuming the inside of your car.” 
Think of all the free things your friend/son/mother hates to do 
but has to do, and offer to do it, once or twice. 

How about baking cookies? Providing a simple meal? 
Cooking doesn’t have to be costly. Or, if your giftee is down 
in the dumps about the cold and ice and snow, remind them 
it’s only temporary, and give them a summer kit, including car 
wash coupons (yes, I mean doing it yourself with a hose) and 
recipes for icy treats. (I’ll send you my frozen lime pie recipe 
if you ask nicely.) 

One thing we do in our little family is silly and cheap and fun. 
We have boxes I received when I worked in marketing. A PR 
firm desperate for our business sent each of our staff one box 
marked “Hungry?” with a Snickers bar inside, then another 
with bottled water, labeled “Thirsty?” Since I added them to 
our Christmas, we’ve had fun for years trading back and forth. 
Last year, Allison ended up receiving both, so this year, she’s 
It. But it needn’t cost much. Just a tea bag in the “Thirsty” 
box and some homemade fudge (even if stolen from me) in 
“Hungry,” and we’re set. 

So try it. Sure, it’s dark and cold and nobody has any money. 
But we’re in this together, and with just a little effort, we can 
all shine a little light against the darkness. And yes, this is 
really me, the glass-completely-empty gal. If I’m willing to try 
it, so should you.
        -  pam2617@yahoo.com

Ready or Not  
by pam kress-dunn

if nothing else, we’ve always got a large assortment of cream cheese-based foods to fall back on.{ pam kress-dunn }



www.Dubuque365.com30 { december 22, 2011 - january 4, 2012 } 365ink Magazine   |   issue #150 (and we’re still alive!)

{ carnegie-stout / mattitude } someone tell that snowman to put some pants on!

I’m stealing this line from Frosty the Snow-
man, “I’m all livin”, because my son loves 
it and if I’m not watching it with him; I can 
hear it for the fifteenth time this week. I can’t 
help but think about the part when he gets 
the magic hat and comes to life. In seeking 
inspiration and wisdom this holiday season, 
a person needs to look no further than that 
most famous corn cobb piped dude. Frosty is 
a jolly happy soul who has been given life on 
earth that he intends to live to the fullest, at 
least until he melts. 

Is Frosty coming to life more amazing than 
your life? I hope the answer is no. The dif-
ference between you and Frosty is that you 
don’t recognize how lucky you are to be alive 
and Frosty has no doubts about his luck. 
One minute he was just a motionless, fro-
zen snowman in the yard with a silly button 
nose – then all of a sudden, with the help of 

a magic hat, he is “all livin.” Instantly he could 
laugh and play, just the same as you and me. 
Not only does he laugh and play, the frozen 
guy begins to dance around.

Yet, after the many moments you’ve spent 
on this earth, can you say you’re “all livin?” 
I know you have bad days and bad times, 
everyone does. You just can’t let bad days 
or bad times stop you from livin. If you’re 
waiting for something to happen, if you’re 
waiting for something to change, or if you’re 
waiting for a magic silk hat, all you may have 
to show for your life is your birth certificate 
proving you did live and a death certificate 
affirming that you melted away.

As cliché as this sounds, life IS fragile, IS pre-
cious, and IS short. If you’re waiting for the 
perfect time to start making changes, know 
that you’ll melt away long before it ever hap-
pens. Perfect timing doesn’t exist. Right now 
is all you have. Start being the person you are 
supposed to be, start doing what you want 
to do and start living the life you want to live.

Despite his impending doom when tem-
peratures rise in March, Frosty is “all livin.” 
As I watch Frosty for the sixteenth time this 
week, I understand my impending doom. My 
moments on this earth are few and I want 
to live them to the fullest, just like Frosty. I 
don’t want to waste any more chances to be 
“all livin.” I don’t want to take it for granted 
any more. How about you? Are you “all livin?” 
What do you want to do before you melt 
away?

I’m All Livin’
by matt booth

Mattitude Improvement Tip  
Goals – Make them Specific
A general goal would be, “Get in shape.” A specific goal would say, “Join the health 
club and workout 3 days per week.” The more specific your goal, the better the 
chance you have in achieving it. Your goals should be clear and they should tell you 
exactly what is expected, why it is important, who’s involved, where it is going to 
happen. Be specific, be specific, be specific. Ask yourself:

• WHAT are you going to do? Use action words such as direct, organize, 
  coordinate, lead, develop, plan, build etc.
• WHY is this important to do at this time? What do you want to ultimately accomplish?
• HOW are you going to do it? 
Grab your New Year’s Resolutions and make them specific.

Matt Booth works with organizations who want to improve people’s attitudes, commu-
nication skills and ability to focus so they can do what they do better! To create a lasting 
impact at your next event, contact Matt today! 563-590-9693 or matt@mattbooth.com.

We’ve put together a list in Bookletters 
of the most anticipated books of 2011 
at Carnegie-Stout: http://library.book-
site.com/6673/nl/?list=CNL12

Janet Evanovich tops Carnegie-Stout’s 
Most Anticipated Books of 2011 with 
not one, but two new releases.

Listed here are the best 
books that staff read in 2011:

Mirdza: Pilgrimage by Annie Leibovitz
Photographer Annie Leibovitz (of Rolling 
Stone and Vogue fame) traveled to loca-
tions she could explore and document 
with no other agenda than curiosity. 
These included Niagara Falls, Old Faith-
ful, and the homes of Virginia Woolf, 
Emily Dickinson, Thoreau and Emer-
son, Elvis Presley, Freud, and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, among others. “When I was 
watching my children stand mesmerized 
over Niagara Falls, it was an exercise in 
renewal, it taught me to see again.” Lei-
bovitz provides commentary about the 
history of these places and Doris Kearns 
Goodwin writes an introduction.

Andrew: Finder Vol. 1 & 2 and 
Finder: Voice by Carla Speed McNeil
These impeccably crafted science fiction 
comics establish a complex futuristic 
world but focus on compelling character 
and interpersonal relationships. Speed 
McNeil has obviously accomplished 
some deep and fascinating worldbuild-
ing but does a masterful job of reveal-
ing only what’s necessary for each short 
story, never bogging the reader down 
with needless factoids or technobabble.

Allison: 5 Very Good Reasons to 
Punch a Dolphin in the Mouth (and 
Other Useful Guides) by Matthew 
Inman Written and illustrated by the 
creator of the blog “The Oatmeal” this 
book manages to be both hilarious and 
informative. Learn the proper way to 
use a semicolon from a party gorilla, 

why Nicola Tesla was the most awesome 
geek who ever lived and eight ways to 
prepare your pets for war (bunnies are 
ideal for special ops!) Caution: not suit-
able for work, children or while eating.

Sarah: Bossypants by Tina Fey 
I know this is one of those books that 
people have been talking about all year, 
but this is the first time since Kindergar-
ten that I’ve really loved an audiobook. 
Ms. Fey was the  perfect companion for 
an otherwise long and boring drive. Her 
self-deprecating humor and obvious bal-
ance in a way that made the miles fly by.

Danielle: The Death Cure by James 
Dashner The Maze Runner Trilogy by 
Dashner is a great YA dystopia series 
that will keep you on the edge of your 
seat with action and suspense. I highly 
recommend the audio book versions as 
the characters really seem to come alive.

Mike: How the End Begins: The 
Road to a Nuclear World War III by 
Ron Rosenbaum Contrary to popular 
belief, the likelihood that we’ll all be 
incinerated in a nuclear holocaust has 
actually increased since the end of the 
Cold War -- it’s a matter of when, not if. 
“At least you can’t say you haven’t been 
warned,” Rosenbaum concludes.

POWER TO THE PENGUINS! 
Monday, January 
2nd, 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. No School today 
so bring your happy 
feet to the library as 
we celebrate Penguin 
Awareness Day. Dress 
up like a penguin or 
bring your stuffed 

feathered friends. Enjoy books, songs, 
treats, and activities featuring our pals 
from the southern hemisphere. For ages 
6 and up. Please register by calling the 
Library at 589-4225 and ask for the Chil-
dren’s Help Desk at extension 2228.
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Would you believe that indulging in your 
chocolate craving can actually be good for 
you? While Cocoa Day passed on December 
13th, sip away at a cup of coacoa the rest of 
the Winter season and know you are doing 
something good for yourself!

Did you know?
• Choosing your chocolate wisely could mean 
decreasing stress and increasing endorphin 
production, the “feel-good” chemicals in 
the body shown to improve mood.  

• The higher the cacao content (represented 
on packaging by percentage), the more 
benefits.  Avoid products that are highly 
processed or have a high sugar content.  

• Dark chocolate and cocoa powder contain 
the most flavonoids, antioxidants known 
to relax blood vessel and reduce blood 
pressure.  

• Dark chocolate may also reduce LDL, or 
bad, cholesterol. 

• Chocolate is a much weaker stimulant than 
most people think.  In fact, a typical 1.4-
ounce chocolate bar contains the stimulant 
equivalent of a cup of decaf coffee.

Scents of the season 
Add some spice to your cocoa as these 
comforting aromas are also known to 
provide a sense of calmness.  

Cinnamon provides an aroma of warming, 
cheering, comforting and nurturing.  

Cloves fill the air with a sweet, spicy aroma 
evoking a calming energy.

Ginger spices up a cold, snowy night with 
an earthy aroma, producing a warming 
sensation.

Peppermint has a minty aroma.  It offers a 
cooling and refreshing sensation.

Thick and Rich Hot Cocoa

Serves 6 (generous 1/3 cup each)

All you need
2 1/4 cups nonfat milk   
1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1/4 cup sugar
1 1/2 tablespoons cornstarch

All you do
Combine milk, cocoa, sugar and cornstarch 
in a large saucepan. Cook over medium heat, 
whisking often, until steaming. Continue to 
cook, whisking constantly, until it comes to a 
boil, then remove from the heat.

Nutrition facts per serving: 98 calories, 2g fat ( 1 
g saturated fat , 1 g monounsaturated), 50 mg 
sodium, 109 mg potassium, 19g carbohydrate 
(8g added sugar), 2g fiber, 5g protein. Recipe 
source: Eating Well.com

{ five flags & advice from pat & megan } cocoa for breakfast, cocoa for lunch and a sensible dinner... of bon bons.

Hot Cocoa: Health benefits and 
additional secrets to de-stressing 
during the holidays
with nutritionists pat fisher
& megan horstman

Five Flags Center invites you to a full slate 
of January events. Visit www.fiveflagscen-
ter.com for a full details. 

Eastern Iowa Outlaws  
Roller Derby: The Godroller 
Saturday, January 7   
Five Flags Arena 

The Eastern Iowa Outlaws Roller 
Derby team would like to make 

you an offer you can’t refuse. The Out-
laws present The Godroller, a mafia film-
inspired derby double-header featuring 
the Outlaws and the Key City Krushers, 
Saturday, January 7 on the team’s home 
track at Dubuque’s Five Flags Arena.  

Doors for the double-header bout open 
at 5 p.m. with the Eastern Iowa Outlaws 
all-star squad taking on the Farm Fresh 
Roller Girls at 6 p.m.  The second bout 
will follow, pitting the Key City Krushers 
against the Dakota City Demolition Crew.  
The Outlaws will be back at Five Flags 
February 18 with a double header fea-
turing the Outlaws versus the Sioux City 
Derby Dames and the Key City Krushers 
versus a team to be announced. 

Tickets for The Godroller derby bout are 
$10 in advance and are available at the 
Five Flags box office (or from your favor-
ite roller girl), and $13 the day of the event 
with kids five and under free. For more 
info about the Eastern Iowa Outlaws, 
including the bout schedule, bios and 
photos of the team, visit www.easternio-
waoutlaws.com. Follow the team on Face-
book to keep up with other roller derby 
news like local Outlaws appearances. 

Pinnacle Combat MMA  
January, 27, 7 p.m. 

Later in the month Pinnacle Com-
bat returns to Five Flags with their 

9th MMA competition, “It’s Personal,” on 
January 27 at 7:00 p.m. MMA or Mixed 
Marital Artsis a full contact combat 
sport that includes boxing, wrestling, 
Brazilian jiu-jiysu, muay Tai, kickboxing, 
karate, judo, and other fighting styles. 
This is the Bantamweight Championship 
featuring DJ Sykora vs. Adam Schum-
acher. The full undercard is available at  
www.pinnaclecombat.com.

Gun Hut Gun Show 
January, 28-29 

The Gun Hut Gun Show on 
January 28 and 29 is going 

to be more than your typical gun show. 
Big name gun manufacturers and Iowa 
and Wisconsin conceal carry classes will 
be offered on site all weekend. Browse 
over 200 tables of dealers from Iowa, 
Wisconsin, and Illinois with a wide 
assortment of firearms old and new, 
accessories, ammo and more. A major 
beer distributor will offer samples of 
the latest and greatest beers. Find more 
information at www.thegunhut.com.

Five Flags January Events
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{ puzzles }

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row across, each column 
down and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Answer on page 35.

someone get santa a peppermint schnapps or something, stat.

Spot the Difference 
Can you spot 10 differences between the two versions of this photo from this 
year’s Jingle Bell Hop in Dubuque by Jeff Pleumer. - Answers on page 35.

Answer on page 39
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I wanted to share what, 
for Deb and I, is a special 
story about Christmas 

… and we hope it has meaning for you 
and yours! 

“Just a week before Christmas I had a 
visitor. This is how it happened!

I just finished the household chores for 
the night and was preparing to go to 
bed, when I heard a noise in the front of 
the house. I opened the door to the front 
room and to my surprise, Santa himself 
stepped out next to the fireplace.

“What are you doing?” 
I started to ask. The 
words choked up in 
my throat and I saw 
he had tears in his 
eyes. His usual jolly 
manner was gone. Gone was the eager, 
boisterous soul we all know. He then 
answered me with a simple statement 
. . .

“TEACH THE CHILDREN!” I was puzzled. 
What did he mean? He anticipated my 
question and with one quick movement 
brought forth a miniature toy bag from 
behind the tree. As I stood bewildered, 
Santa said, “Teach the children!

“Teach them the old meaning of 
Christmas. The meaning that now-a-
days Christmas has forgotten.” Santa 
then reached in his bag and pulled out 

a FIR TREE and placed 
it before the mantle. 
“Teach the children 
that the pure green 
color of the stately fir 
tree remains green all 

year round, depicting the everlasting 
hope of mankind, all the needles point 
heavenward, making it a symbol of 
man’s thoughts turning toward heaven.” 

He again reached into 
his bag and pulled out 
a brilliant STAR. “Teach 
the children that the 
star was the heavenly 
sign of promises 
long ago. God promised a Savior for 
the world, and the star was the sign of 
fulfillment of His promise.” 

He then reached into 
his bag and pulled 
out a CANDLE. “Teach 
the children that the 
candle symbolizes 
that Christ is the light 

of the world, and when we see this 
great light we are reminded of He who 
displaces the darkness.”

Once again he 
reached into his 
bag and removed a 
WREATH and placed 
it on the tree. “Teach 
the children that the 
wreath symbolizes the real nature of 
love. Real love never ceases. Love is one 
continuous round of affection.”

He then pulled from 
his bag an ORNAMENT 
of himself. “Teach the 
children that I, Santa 
Claus, symbolize the 
generosity and good 
will we feel during the 
month of December.”

He then brought 
out a HOLLY LEAF. 
“Teach the children 
that the holly plant 
represents immortality. 
It represents the crown 
of thorns worn by our Savior. The red 
holly berries represent the blood shed 
by Him.

Next he pulled from 
his bag a GIFT and 
said, “Teach the 
children that God so 
loved the world that 

he gave his begotten son.” Thanks be to 
God for his unspeakable gift.

Santa then reached in his bag and 
pulled out a CANDY CANE and hung it 
on the tree. “Teach the 
children that the candy 
cane represents the 
shepherds’ crook. The 
crook on the staff helps 
to bring back strayed 
sheep to the flock. The candy cane is 
the symbol that we are our brother’s 
keeper.” 

The True Meaning of Christmas
by mayor roy d. buol

{ mayor buol on dubuque } the true meaning of life is 42.

He reached in again 
and pulled out an 
ANGEL. “Teach the 
children that it was the 
angels that heralded 
in the glorious news 
of the Savior’s birth. 
The angels sang Glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace and good will 
toward men.” 

Suddenly I heard a 
soft twinkling sound, 
and from his bag he 
pulled out a BELL,. 
“Teach the children 
that as the lost sheep 

are found by the sound of the bell, it 

should ring mankind to the fold. The 
bell symbolizes guidance and return. 

Santa looked back and was pleased. He 
looked back at me and I saw that the 
twinkle was back in his eyes. He said, 
“Remember, teach the children the true 
meaning of Christmas and do not put 
me in the center, for I am but a humble 
servant of the One that is, and I bow down 
to worship Him, our LORD, our GOD.”
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Dear Trixie,  
My Dad has a new girlfriend and doesn’t 
have time for me anymore. Every night 
after work he’s off having beers with 
“Judy.” We used to do all kinds of fun 
father and son things like camping out 
or playing ball. How are we supposed 
to “bond” when we’re never together? 
- Sad, Sad Son

Dear Sad, 
You know, a good place to bond is the 
principal’s office or Juvenile Court. Find 
someone with low self esteem and 
impregnate her. Shoplift something. Get 
drunk and wreck the car. Set off a fertilizer 
bomb. Threaten to kill yourself. I’m sure 
if you sit down and think seriously you’ll 
come up with something.

Dear Trixie, 
My fiancé will be released from prison 
and we are getting married the 
following weekend. The problem is 
that I don’t know who my real father 
is and neither does my mother. She 
says it could be one of six guys. Who 
should walk me down the aisle?  
- Brandee Jo

Dear Brandee Jo, 
In cases like these it is perfectly 
acceptable to be escorted by the 
husband’s parole officer. Good luck, 
dear.

Dear Trixie, 
Sometimes when I’m alone, I talk to 
myself. I’ll ask myself questions like, 
“Where on earth did I put that sewing 
needle?” And then I’ll answer by saying, “I 
think it’s in the sewing kit on the top shelf 

of my bureau.” Is this normal? Do you 
think there is something wrong with me? 
- Elaine P.

Dear Elaine P., 
Yes.

Dear Trixie, 
I was robbed downtown last month 
and was so freaked out I didn’t leave my 
apartment for three weeks. The only 
way I was able to go back to work was 
that I bought a small pistol and carry 
it with me everywhere. I’ve practiced 
at the shooting range and am pretty 
accurate although I’m not sure how 
well I would do if I ever have to shoot at 
actual human beings. What can I do? 
- V for Victim

Dear Victim, 
Don’t think of them as human beings - 
think of them as useless paper targets.

Dear Trixie, 
I like tequila. I like it in coke or orange juice 
or straight out of the bottle. My wife says 
I come home drunk and act mean. She 
says I throw stuff around the apartment 
and beat her up. I honestly don’t ever 
remember busting up anything or hitting 
her. She says she thinks I am an alcoholic. 
Do you think I have a drinking problem? 
What am I doing wrong? - Jose Cuervo

Dear Jose, 
Yes, you have a drinking problem. You 
are not drinking nearly enough. If you 
were drinking the proper amount of 
tequila you’d be unconscious in a ditch 
and unable to wreck your house or hit 
yourwife. Better luck next time.

{ trixie kitsch } art gumbo should fund trixie’s line of christmas cards.

Art Gumbo 
Soup Dinner: Thursday, December 29 
Mines of Spain EB Lyons Interpretive Center

Art Gumbo, the quarterly soup din-
ner that supports local art projects 

with community-supported micro-funding, 
returns with a soup dinner and grant review 
session for individual artists or creatives for 
the winter funding cycle.  (Applications for 
Art Gumbo mini grants for the current fund-
ing cycle were due at 11:59 p.m. Thursday, 
December 22.)  Hosted by local arts activists 
Paula Neuhaus and Megan Starr, the next 
soup dinner and grant funding event will 
be held Thursday, December 29 at EB Lyons 
Interpretive Center at the Mines of Spain. 
The dinner serves as both the fundraiser and 
grant review session for this quarter’s Art 
Gumbo mini grant.  

Celebrating the first full year of operation 
this September, Art Gumbo has imple-
mented a few small changes to the grant 
program.  First and foremost, the program 
has split the application process for indi-
vidual artists and organizations or groups 
into separate grant funding cycles.  As this 
month’s event is for individual artists, arts 
groups or organizations are not eligible to 
apply.  The first seven eligible applications 
received by the deadline are qualified to 
compete for funding. As of press time, just 
three applications had been received. 

Other “tweaks” in the program include the 
policy that applicants must be present to 
win, and that voters must attend the din-
ner to vote and will only be allowed to vote 
after all presentations have been made (no 
more sneaking in, voting, and sneaking out 
early).  The good news for both applicants 
and readers is that he application narrative 
has been reduced to 500 words.  Appli-
cants will also offer a short verbal pitch for 
their proposal after dinner.  If the proceeds 

from the door at a particular funding dinner 
exceed $750, a Runner Up will be awarded 
the remaining funds. 

Art Gumbo will also implement a small fee 
to submit an application on a sliding scale of 
$5-$20.  The application fees will go toward 
the costs of sustaining the Art Gumbo proj-
ect (printing copies, posters, handbills, 
etc.).  Thanks to a grant from Mediacom, Art 
Gumbo will also commission local potters 
to create Art Gumbo soup bowls that will 
be sold at the soup dinners. Patrons will be 
encouraged to purchase a bowl and bring 
it to Art Gumbo events, reducing waste 
and volunteer time, and at the same time 
employing local potters and creating a rev-
enue source for the program.  

Art Gumbo is an independent community-
based initiative that funds local arts projects 
using money collected at quarterly soup 
dinners. During each Art Gumbo funding 
cycle, artists or arts organizations are invited 
to submit a brief project proposal that dem-
onstrates an impact on the Dubuque com-
munity. The public is invited to attend and 
vote for their favorite proposal. A $10 dona-
tion at the door entitles the attendee to a 
locally prepared soup dinner and the oppor-
tunity to review all submitted proposals and 
to vote for their favorite. The Art Gumbo 
fund’s nightly proceeds will be awarded to 
the proposal that gets the most votes. Win-
ners are invited to return to a subsequent 
Art Gumbo dinner to report on progress of 
the community art project. 

Art Gumbo sessions will be hosted at new 
locations each quarter featuring soup by a 
regional food source. The next Art Gumbo 
Soup Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 29, 6-8 p.m. at EB Lyons Interpre-
tive Center at the Mines of Spain. The eve-
ning will feature soup and bread by Trusted 
Earth Farm & Forage CSA & Catering.

For more information or to apply, visit art-
gumbodubuque.blogspot.com or contact 
Paula Neuhaus or Megan Starr at art.gumbo.
dbq@gmail.com.  
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{dr. skrap / puzzle answers} the good doctor predicts a food coma coming on....

Aries 3/21-4/19 
As you exchange gifts that 
include a necklace with a dia-

mond-encrusted pendant in the shape of 
a wiener dog and a platinum USB drive, 
you start to realize that maybe you don’t 
need to spend so much on Christmas.  
Maybe you could just spend some time 
together.

 Taurus  4/20-5/20  
Just because the price of but-
ter in Norway has soared to 

$500 a pound is no reason to slather it 
on everything like you’re an Arab sheik.  
Those dinner rolls are pretty tasty though.

 Gemini  5/21-6/21  
You’re bummed that Christ-
mas is on a weekend so you 

don’t get a holiday other than the ordi-
nary weekend.  Be glad you don’t work in 
a tollbooth.

 Cancer  6/22-7/22 
You’re convinced that all the TV 
airings of the various versions 

of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” 
this month is a liberal media plot to make 
you feel sympathy for the lower class.  
Stick to your convictions.  Just because 
Scrooge caves in to the “real” meaning of 
Christmas doesn’t mean you have to. 

Leo  7/23-8/22  
Your idea to hang mistletoe for 
your Christmas party to inspire 

some extra holiday smooching could 
backfire when your aunt with boundary 
issues arrives unexpectedly. 

Virgo  8/23-9/22  
The news that using tap water 
to flush out your sinuses with a 

neti pot could infect you with brain-eating 

amoebas has you understandably freaked 
out.  And just when you had finally con-
vinced yourself that brain-eating zombies 
were not real.

Libra  9/23-10/22   
Having trouble coming up with 
more ‘scopes.  Here’s another 

and a few stolen from some I wrote last 
December:

Scorpio 10/23-11/21   
With all these holiday treats 
around, you’re worried you 

won’t look svelte in your New Year’s Eve 
party outfit and miss out on any possible 
midnight making-out with hot strangers.  
No worries.  That’s what Jaeger bombs are 
for. 

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21   
After subsisting on nothing but 
Chex Mix and beer for three 

days you realize that despite the cold, you 
must go to the store as you are out of beer. 

Capricorn  12/22-1/19   
Other horoscopes you’ve read 
seem to offer useful, if some-

what vague advice and you can’t shake 
the feeling that this one just doesn’t seem 
all that helpful.  Trust your instinct. 

Aquarius  1/20-2/18  
Your father-in-law might be a 
racist, sexist, homophobic jerk.  

Unfortunately, refusing to pass him the 
gravy probably will not change him for 
the better.  Rise above it.

 Pisces  2/19-3/20  
There is a young hot profes-
sional out there waiting to 

meet you on New Year’s Eve.  Unfortu-
nately, he or she is driving a squad car.

Sudoku Crossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS (From page 32)
Spot the Difference
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