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Puzzle answers are located on page 34

{ puzzles }

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row across, each column 

down and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

i think i see a tooth in that gingerbread house.

What’s the Difference	  
Can you find 10 differences between the two versions of this Gingerbread House 
photo from last year’s Mercy Festival of Trees event ? (Answers on page 35).
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by Patience Chiles 

Every day we witness the positive and neg-
ative behaviors of others. As bystanders, we 
each have a choice: be a passive bystander 
who allows negative acts to occur and is 
unaffected by positive ones, or be an active 
bystander who questions those behaviors 
that aren’t constructive, aren’t respectful, 
and who reinforces positive behavior that 
shows respect for yourself and others. We 
are all role models and mentors for our chil-
dren, siblings, friends and coworkers; let’s 
make sure we’re positive ones. 

A Policy of Giving	  
Jeff and Judy Faulhaber 
have owned Dubuque’s 
Big Apple Bagels for 
nearly eleven years. 
While choosing a food 
industry business may be risky, the Dubuque 
community provided loyal customers, allow-
ing them to thrive. To show their thanks, the 
Faulhabers decided to give back to the com-
munity that had sustained them. 

Judy and her husband considered several 
traditional forms of volunteer work, but 
because “things were bad economically,” 
they ultimately chose to use their business 
to promote awareness of local causes and to 
engage the public in a culture of giving. Every 
month they choose an organization doing 
good work in the area to receive the proceeds 
from their Monday sales.  To encourage like-
minded individuals among their clientele, the 
Faulhabers also identify that month’s recipi-
ent by placing a change collection box on 
the counter of the shop so others can chip 

in; but, in Judy’s words, “It’s not all about the 
money.” While every bit helps, it also serves to 
raise awareness of the featured organization 
and encourage broader-based support.

The Faulhaber’s efforts to increase aware-
ness don’t stop at their door – they also use 
paid radio commercial time on Dubuque’s 
Y105 to talk about the organizations that 
they sponsor to a larger audience. These free 
commercials provide much-needed adver-
tising for the organizations they endorse, 
and they are tailored to remind the public 
of the community’s indispensable role in 
supporting area causes. 

Show Me the Change	  
Jeff and Judy have raised money for approxi-
mately fifteen organizations since they started 
their donation program. Riverview Center has 
benefited from their generosity twice, the 
most recent donation topping $300.

Judy notes that once you start to give back, 
you realize the effort others are putting in to 
our community as well. Either by giving back 
to multiple organizations, or finding a specific 
cause that is special to you, you start to see 
the deep roots that give Dubuque its cohe-
siveness. Her collaboration with Riverview 
Center “made [her] realize how much [it] does 
for our city, and how much we need it here.” 

Jeff and Judy’s efforts have helped to gener-
ate a culture of giving that helps to sustain 
our community. For this, they both deserve 
our sincere gratitude.

In our next article, we would like to show-
case you and other community members 
you’ve seen doing the right thing. Send 
your story to Josh M. Jasper, Riverview Cen-
ter’s President/CEO, at Josh@riverviewcen-
ter.org. Thank you for being a positive role 
model; your efforts are redefining what it 
means to be a member of our community.

Communities from 
around the world that 
have made significant 

breakthroughs in addressing issues ranging 
from pollution to conservation and housing 
were named at the annual finals of the Inter-
national Awards for Livable Communities 
(LivCom) held in Chicago, USA this week!  
In category B (cities with a population of 
between 20-75,000), the City of Dubuque 
received a 3rd place “Gold” award in its com-
petition with other U.S. communities as well 
as the Czech Republic, Canada, Poland, and 
New Zealand!

The Livable Communities program focus is 
on six key criteria with communities being 
required to show strong evidence of the fol-
lowing-- Enhancement of the Landscape, 
Heritage Management, Environmentally 
Sensitive Practices, Community Sustain-
ability, Healthy Lifestyles and Planning for 
the Future.  According to LivCom, with 
every city around the world currently fac-
ing economic pressure, the most successful 
communities are those that are actively con-
tributing to the growth of their local econ-
omy by embarking on the development of 
the “green economy.”  Health issues are of 
growing importance and many communi-
ties have programs designed to meet the 
challenges of promoting healthy minds and 
bodies. Climate change and carbon foot-
print issues are clearly high on the agenda of 
local communities and it is recognized that 
it is at the local rather than federal level that 
a breakthrough in this vital issue will come.  
As LivCom explained, whereas 10 years ago 
the focus was all about recycling, that is now 
taken for granted - the leading exponents of 
change have all moved on to devising more 
intricate solutions to complex issues.”

~  

Also, this week…the Dubuque Regional Air-
port was recently ranked “Best In The Nation” 
for Safety Compliance…its 20th consecutive 
year of perfect compliance with Federal 
Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 139.  Con-
gratulations to Todd Dalsing, Acting Airport 
Manager, the tremendous operations staff 
and the DBQ Regional Airport Commission!

The FAR Part 139 governs safety standards for 
airfield operations, safety, and maintenance 

at airports served by commercial airlines.  
That means the Dubuque airport “meets or 
exceeds” all federally mandated standards, 
rules, and policies which promote safety at 
all commercial airports.  An FAA inspector 
evaluates the overall compliance in twenty-
three separate categories. As was reported, 
Dubuque Regional Airport Commission Chair 
Mike Santillo shared he is extremely proud of 
tireless efforts of the airport staff noting this 
is not an easy achievement.  “The FAA does 
not just hand out these certificates…the air-
port needs to earn them.  Twenty years of a 
perfect compliance is unheard of. The record 
speaks volumes for the airport staff!”

Todd Dalsing, Acting Airport Manager shared 
his appreciation for the hard work of staff.  
“From Airport Operations to Airport Mainte-
nance to Dubuque Jet Center staff, safety is 
always our #1 priority and this perfect safety 
award proves it again.  Notably, not one 
other airport in the country has a perfect 
FAR Part 139 safety compliance record for a 
consecutive twenty year period. This record 
is an outstanding reflection on the airport 
and for the Dubuque community!”

This recognition will shore up efforts to 
increase awareness of the Dubuque Regional 
Airport…get local businesses involved with 
local air service…increase enplanements, 
and, so important to citizens, gain additional 
air service!  To take advantage of expert 
management and national safety recogni-
tions, and to maintain and expand upon our 
jet service, we must choose to fly Dubuque!  
Both our quality of life and competitive 
positioning in the retention and recruit-
ment of business and industry depends on 
this local amenity.  And remember, airport 
staff will assist anyone who contacts them 
to find comparable ticket prices offered in 
any competing locations. 

Congratulations to all the talented, hard 
working and committed individuals who 
have again bolstered our Dubuque com-
munity profile!

What a week for Dubuque!	  
by mayor roy d. buol

{ buol on dubuque / riverview center } i like to carry one funyons. they’re not illegal, but they should be.

www.riverviewcenter.org
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Dear Trixie: I am 7 years old and need to know 
something important. I know you will tell me 
the truth. My dog Snapper bit the mailman 
and my parents said from now on Snapper 
would have to live in the country where there 
are no mailmen to bite. This doesn’t sound 
right to me. I have seen cars in the country that 
say “Rural Carrier” and have the USPS logo on 
the side. How do the farmers get their mail?- 
Porter Morose on Montrose Street

Dear Porter Morose:	  
Most rural dwellers have a post office box 
inside the Post Office building. They come in 
to town a few times a week and pick up their 
mail in bulk. Some people in rural areas can 
receive mail from the mailman and their mail-
boxes sit by the side of the road. This is done 
so the mailman will not have to drive all the 
way down a gravel lane and possibly get stuck 
in the winter time or be bitten by a guard dog. 
When parents say things like this to their kids 
it is called “lying. Snapper is not on a farm pin-
ing away with sadness and desperately miss-
ing you. Snapper is dead. You should confront 
your parents and demand the truth. You also 
should be advised that there is no Santa Claus, 
Easter Bunny nor Tooth Fairy. It’s time for you 
to be a man! Good luck, Kiddo.

Dear Trixie:	  
Every Christmas my loonie Great Aunt Gert who 
is 93 sends me a large fruitcake. Every year I tell 
her not to spend her money on such an extrav-
agant gift. I hate fruitcake and I have hated it 
for 37 years. No one in our large extended fam-
ily will eat the fruitcake either. Last year I tried 
to donate it unopened to the food bank that 
feeds the homeless. I was told quite vigorously 
that the homeless had suffered enough and did 
not need to have a fruitcake shoved into their 
faces under the guise of “Mercy”. What can I do? 
I can’t in good conscience throw it out with the 
turkey carcass . What would you do?	  
- Ramona Jean Room 117

Dear Ramona Jean:	  
Family holidays don’t have to be fraught 

with anxiousness and fear and waste! They 
can be filled with joy and laughter and cagi-
ness. Why not start a Christmas tradition of 
your own? You could mail the fruitcake from 
house to house throughout the year and 
whomever receives it on or before Christ-
mas Day has to host next years Christmas 
dinner party at their home. The fruitcake 
could be disguised as an XBOX GAME box. 
Or in a carton large enough to fool a sibling 
into thinking they were about to receive a 
High Definition television set. The ladies in 
the family would adore a lovely turquoise 
box with a white ribbon used solely by Tiffa-
nys. You could call the game, “Oh Crap! I Got 
The FRUITCAKE!” and see if you can maintain 
it through 10 generations of family Christ-
mases. Have a wonderful holiday, dear.

Dear Trixie:	  
What are the signs that a wife could be 
cheating on her husband? We have been 
married for 17 years and I am getting a weird 
feeling that she is about to leave me.	  
- Dick on Payson Rd

Dear Dick on Payson Road	  
Most of the time when we think there is a 
problem in the marriage there really isn’t 
one. Here are a few examples:

1) Has she lost or gained 10 to 25 pounds 
lately? 2) Is she cheerful in the mornings 
while getting ready for work? 3) Is she buy-
ing new clothes and wearing them well? 
4) Have you two been having more sex or 
less sex in the last 30 days? 5) Does she wear 
make up--specifically bright red lipstick? 6) 
When you call her at work does she say she 
has to go immediately to a meeting that 
might take a few hours? 7.) When she comes 
home is she completely exhausted and just 
falls into bed with her clothes on? 

After careful consideration and dogged 
research It is certain to me that your wife 
may or may not be having an illicit affair. 
Now you must buy her jewelry.

{ trixie kitsch’s bad advice } don’t feed the trixie.
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{ dr. skrap’s useless horoscopes } the doctor is off his rocker..

Sudoku Crossword

Aries 3/21-4/19	  
Get your board with a nail in it! 
When a group of highly-edu-

cated and legally enlightened people are 
presented with a politically charged issue  
you will need to join the mob that is out to 
kill them when they make the right decision.

Taurus  4/20-5/20 	  
Next time you’ll want to ask what 
the large margarita looks like 

BEFORE you order it at a business lunch.

Gemini  5/21-6/21	  
Too bad you can’t wear that Hal-
loween outfit all year long. For a 

few hours there, people liked you.

Cancer  6/22-7/22	  
The only thing more disappointing 
than cheating on your diet by eating 

that Reeses Peanut Butter Cup is not remember-
ing eating it. You may be a were-snacker.

Leo  7/23-8/22	  
You are sad and moping around 
all day because your favorite cou-

ple got voted off dancing with the stars when 
they didn’t deserve it. Meanwhile, your hus-
bands favorite team lost to their arch rival in 
overtime and he’s all grumpy. The fact is, kids 
with cancer is sad and you are both idiots.

Virgo  8/23-9/22	 
The only thing more depressing 
than dipping into your Christmas 

Club Account to buy ramen noodles is discover-
ing you don’t have a Christmas Club Account.

Libra  9/23-10/22	  
Punt on 3rd down, they’ll never 
see it coming.

Scorpio 10/23-11/21	  
You dream that Glen Beck gets 
elected dictator in 2012 and in 

addition to destroying all Mosques, Volkswa-
gen dealerships will no longer be allowed 
near synagogues, bars serving kamikazes 
cannot be near hawaiian shaved ice stands, 
and carpet stores selling afghans will not be 
allowed near Americans. Get registered!

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21	  
Don’t make the same mistake a 
last year. Show up early to mom/

grandma’s house for Thanksgiving and claim 
your post-feast napping chair for the Lions 
and Cowboys games. You don’t want to be 
the person stuck passing out on the floor 
with a shoe for a pillow again.

Capricorn  12/22-1/19	  
Unfortunately, that’s not a rash.

Aquarius 1/20-2/18	  
You all see that your boss is about 
to go into a very important meet-

ing with his fly down and his boxers clearly 
not buttoned. If you say something, he’ll be 
embarrassed every time he sees you from 
now on and your days will be numbered at 
the firm, but it’s the right thing to do. No one 
else is speaking up. Go with the crowd and 
shut up, it’s the easy thing to do!

Pisces  2/19-3/20	  
Just as you are approaching a group 
of people to chat, one guy in the 

group turns to leave and expels a large amount 
of silent flatulence as he goes. You know it’s him 
because you catch the tell-tale leg shake.  You 
perform a quick, creative laptop fan maneu-
ver  to dispel most of the foul air and save the 
people from the brunt of the stink, but all they 
do is blame you for the stink left by the first 
guy anyway. Don’t beat yourself up. All you can 
do is know in your heart you averted a poten-
tial catastrophe while those who caused it do 
nothing and those affected have appreciation 
for having been spared real hardship. That and 
bide your time until the 2012 general election.

PUZZLE ANSWERS  From pages 5 and 32
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