


I got home from my caucus on Thursday night 
and, after a while, flipped on the tele to see what 
the carnage of the nights events turned out to be 
after the dust settled. A lot of surprised analysts 
and pundits were anointing new frontrunners and 
eulogizing the recently deceased of the original 
candidate pool. Eventually, you can only take so 
much. After all, we’ve all been force-fed this stuff 
for a year. So I switched over to some late night 
TV. Thank goodness they’re back on the air, even if 
it is a little like watching the NFL during the scab 
year. Either they’re dying for material or the break 
has caused them all to go mountain man and grow 
facial hair. I’m a half hour into it when it hits me. 
NO POLITICAL ADS! I’ve never been so happy 
to know that there’s a new innovation in Swiffer 
Sweeper technology. 

Before we got home that night, we swung over to 
Happy’s Place out in Key West. This is where the 
Dubuque Democrats were converging after the 
caucus to turn in the caucus materials and celebrate 
(or mourn) their candidates. I turned in my materi-
als (I’ll get to that later) and found some friends in 
the room. They were looking pretty gloomy. Their 
candidate could not attain viability in any of their 
caucuses. How do you pluralize caucus? I have no 
idea. My candidate was not viable either. That was 
obvious in the first few minutes of my caucus. So 
I, and I’m sure others in the room, cut time off the 
process by picking one of the three viable candi-
dates in the room.

I happened to be chairing the caucus in my dis-
trict, which met at Five Flags. Thank God for Sister 
Pat (pun may be intended). She’s done this dance 
before and was a great right hand for me in figuring 
out what I was supposed to do, since I had no idea. 
Just a huge envelope filled with many more huge 
envelopes filled with forms and letters and posters 
and paper stuff, generally equal to one small tree. 
It was controlled chaos and I couldn’t sit back and 
watch the process since I was in charge of making 
the process, uh ... process. 

Now, with time to digest it all, I have some 
thoughts about the process. First and foremost, in 
the case of the Iowa caucus (and from what I can 
find evidence of, only in the matter of the caucus) 
the Republicans do it right. Sorry, Democrats. I 
was pretty off-put by the process that so quickly 
cast aside candidates that are “non-viable.” What 
the hell is that? He’s viable to me pal! 

Why would any Democrat who is not going to 
be an early front-runner get involved in the Iowa 
caucus? You’re wasting your time and money. You 
might go from complete unknown to having 14% 
of the vote, but when the dust settles, you could 
easily show 1% or 0% of the vote. The Republicans 
have a straw poll, like a real election. If a candi-
date gets 14 votes out of a room of 100 caucus 
attendees, he get’s 14%. Not so with Democrats. 

First, there are a certain number of delegates al-
lotted to your caucus based on the number of reg-
istered voters in your area. Then there is voodoo 

math where they divide the number of people at 
the caucus by how many delegates you get and 
multiply by the amount of free ham sandwiches 
provided by the Hillary camp and subtract the 
square root of Obama supporters who have never 
voted for anything before. This gets you a num-
ber. In our case it was 13. That is the the amount 
of votes needed to be “viable” for 1 delegate. If 
you have ten people supporting a candidate and 
they can’t get three more to come along, that 10 
now counts as 0. As Fred Thompson says in Days 
of Thunder, “If NASCAR won’t call that low-down 
(expletive) racing, you’d better.” 

Within seconds of the caucus starting, you may 
immediately know that your months of support 
have just been crapped on. I saw some dejected 
faces at the after-party. I heard first time politicos 
says that they were registering as independents to-
morrow. Some were so mad at the system, they 
decided not to caucus for anyone since their can-
didate could not get viability. Mind you, in some 
precincts, you might need 40 or 50 votes to even 
be viable. So, 40 or 50 people might get the tough 
news that apparently their passions and beliefs are 
“not viable.” 

I understand that this process does a good job of 
refocusing in on front-runners and sends two or 
three candidates ahead with huge momentum, but 
it in no way gives a true representation or where 
Iowa’s real loyalties lie. The Republicans gave 
Huckabee and Romney a clear 1-2 finish, but 
it also showed that Thompson, who was not ex-
pected to survive Iowa, and McCain, a man on a 
comeback, each  were quite alive with 15% each. 
Conversely, guys like Joe Biden and Bill Richard-
son may also have been at 15% for the Democrats 
if real votes had been cast. That could be very en-
couraging for a less-funded candidate, someone 
with great ideas and tons of experience who might 
get a bump when they get to parts of the country 
where they are better-known. Instead, we make 
their 15% become 0% and label them as com-
plete failures so they drop out of the race before 
we even get to the second step. That’s wrong. And 
the bargaining that goes on in caucuses has zero 
to do with an altruistic discussion of issues and ev-
erything to do with sacrificing your values to play 
politics on a tiny scale ... just like the real thing in 
Washington,which we all claim to hate.

We have four years until the next caucus. For 
Democrats, there’s a hope that it is 8 years before 
there is a real need for reform, if we can have an 
incumbent next time around. But why wait/ Let’s 
fix this stupid system now so our caucus remains 
a “viable” option for candidates next time around. 
If they wake up and realize there’s no reason to 
come to Iowa if you’re not the rock star candi-
date, they will all start skipping our state and the 
outcome of our caucus will become an irrelevant 
joke. I don’t care how many of us come out of 
the woodwork to caucus. A state with a truly ac-
curate measuring stick, like new Hampshire, may 
remain second in the nation, but become first in 
candidates hearts.
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We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere in 
this issue of Dubuque365ink. Can you find the 
master of movies buried within these pages?  
Hint: He’s tiny and could be anywhere, In 
a story? In an ad? On the cover? Good Luck! 
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by Jay M. Schiesl

On Saturday, January 19, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Grand River Center, TEAM 
Dubuque, in partnership with several 
area businesses and organizations, is 
sponsoring the first ever Dubuque Sports 
& Recreation Festival (DSRF). Admission 
to this event is free to the public.

Since the first issue of Tri-State Sports-
Look in November of 2007, it has been 
clear that the people in the community 
are not fully aware of all of the oppor-
tunities that exist for their families. In 
addition, a recent survey conducted by 
TEAM Dubuque identified that 9 out of 
10 people would prefer a central location 
to register and learn about sports and rec-
reational opportunities for their families.

This festival will provide the Dubuque 
community with a single comprehensive 
event to learn about and register for the 
variety of great sports and recreational ac-
tivities that develop, sustain, strengthen, 
and promote the community as an attrac-

tive place to live, work, and engage in life-
long recreational activities. In addition, 
area organizations will have an opportu-
nity for their current participants to per-
form and showcase their skills on stage.

The festival combines area sports and 
recreation organizations, as well as the 
general public, with educational, infor-
mative, and interactive features, result-
ing in a wholesome family-friendly event 
that attracts youth and adults in far great-
er numbers than any organization can on 
its own. There are a number of unique at-
tractions, prominent community partners 
onboard, and an aggressive promotional 
campaign planned for this one-of-a-kind 
family-friendly event.

When I look back as a kid growing up 
in Dubuque, it didn’t seem that is was 

difficult for my mom to get her children 
involved in sports and recreation ac-

tivities. For the most part, the 
Dubuque Leisure Ser-

vices Department, Dubuque Boy’s Club, 
Dubuque Community Y, and the public 
and parochial school system where the 
best known choices in the community. 

Before the explosion of organized youth 
and adult sports in Dubuque, if you were 
a swimmer, you swam at the Dubuque 
Community Y. Other than flag football on 
Saturday’s at the “Y,” football was non-
existent as a youth activity. Soccer was 
only played in foreign countries. Elemen-
tary level basketball was played at the 
Dubuque Community Y. The majority of 

adult organized leagues in basketball, vol-
leyball, and softball were planned by the 
Dubuque Leisure Services Department.

As for the game of baseball, you played 
in the Dubuque Leisure Services sum-
mer baseball program. Even though the 
Dubuque Boys Independent League was 
established in the late sixties, very few of 
the community adults were familiar with 
the organization. 

Now, if you were a girl who wanted to par-
ticipate in sports, good luck. Organized 
sports for girls before Jr. High School did 
not seem to exist. Other than individual 
sports, if you were a girl and wanted to 
join in team activities prior to Jr. High, 
you had to enroll in the boys program.

Once kids entered seventh grade, the 
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The 2008 edition of Winter Jazz 
& Blues, set for February 15-16. 
And while details are still being 
worked out with in-
dividual clubs and 
groups, the Dubuque 
Arts Council has an-
nounced a great head-
line event, and this 
one’s gonna be great: 
“Old Blue Eyes - Old 
Red Eyes,” a tribute 
to Frank Sinatra and 

Dean Martin, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 16, at the Five Flags Theater.

The show features 
Chicago-based Jack 
D’Amico doing his 
renditions of the tunes 
of the Chairman of the 
Board, and Madison, 
Wisconsin, native Joe 
Scalissi taking the stage 
as Dean Martin. Each 
performer will do a 

mini set of his own, interspersing the 
tunes with classic jokes and touches 
that will take you back to the lounge 
days, and then they’ll both take the 
stage at the same time for a superstar 
performance of the all-time favorites 
that these two legends made ... all 
backed by a 13-piece big band. 
Sounds good to us. Tickets are $34, 
$29 and $24 and available at tick-
etmaster.com or charge by phone at 
(563) 557-8497. See the big cool ad 
on the back cover of this issue!
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UPCOMING EVENT SUMMARY

Sunday Afternoon Knitting Club
Sundays in January, River Lights (See ad on page 8)

Laugh Tour
Friday, January 11, Five Flags Theater (See page 18)

Emerging Artists Show and Auction
Friday, January 11, Carnegie-Stout Library

Cheryl-Ann / KAT-FM Bridal Show
Saturday, January 12, Grand River Center (See page 10)

Ice Fest
January 12-27, Mississippi River Museum (See page 18)

Iowa Special Olympics Winter Games
January 14-16, Across Dubuque (See this page)

Martin & Lewis
Friday, January 18, Grand Opera House (See this page)

Lobster Alice - Fly By Night Theater Co.
January 18 - 19 & 25 - 26, Five Flags (See page 8)

Dubuque Sports and Recreation Festival
Saturday, January 19, Grand River Center (See page 4)

Bowl for Hospice
Saturday, January 19, Creslanes (See page 7)

MLK Celebration and Awards Ceremony, 
Sunday, January 20 (See page 6)

Martin Luther King Birthday Breakfast,
Monday, January 21 (See page 6)

Cafe Manna Java Fundraiser
January 22, Cafe Manna Java, (See this page)

DSO 3rd Annual Gala with Simon Estes
Friday, January 25, Grand River Center (See page 13)

Iowa Winter Games
January 25-27, February 2-3 (See page 9)

Platteville MCMV - Big Ideas Presentation
January 27, Gov, Dodge Conv. Center (See ad on page 26)

DSO Presents: Classics III, Mendelssohn & Ellington 
February 2 & 3, Five Flags Theater

NICC Great Decisions Presentations
February 7 - March 27 (See page 7)

Suitehearts
February 8 to 24, Bell Tower Theater (See page 8)

American Trust/ Wendy’s Men’s Basketball Classic 
February 9,  Five Flags Arena (See ad on page 22)

The Frank and Dean Show
Saturday, February 16, Five Flags (See this page)

Arthur Live (Children’s Show)
Saturday, March 1, Five Flags Arena

WWE Smackdown & ECW Present
Sunday, March 9, Five Flags (See ad on page 21)

Dubuque will play host to hundreds 
of athletes, coaches and volunteers 
this month when the Iowa Special 
Olympics visits the Tri-States for 
the annual Winter Games sched-
uled for January 14 –16.  

Opening ceremonies for the event 
will be held at the Grand Harbor 
Resort and Waterpark January 14 
from 6 p.m. and will include a pa-
rade along the Riverwalk.  Many 
events in the competition will be 
held at Dubuque’s Five Flags Arena 
including figure skating and speed 
skating.  Other events include al-

pine and Nordic skiing, and snow-
shoeing.  Nearly 400 athletes will 
participate in the Special Olympics 
Winter Games, along with over 
170 coaches and 300 volunteers.  

The Special Olympics Winter 
Games are sponsored by Special 
Olympics Iowa (SOIA), a statewide 
non-profit organization.  In addi-
tion to the Winter Games, SOIA 

provides year-round sports training 
and athletic competition in a vari-
ety of Olympic-style sports for chil-
dren and adults with intellectual 
disabilities.  Founded in 1968, Spe-
cial Olympics Iowa has provided 
Iowans with intellectual disabilities 
opportunities to develop physical 
fitness and experience the joy of 
participation and competition for 
over 39 years.  Special Olympics 
Iowa now provides training and 
competition in 22 different sports, 
serving more than 13,000 athletes 
from across Iowa’s 99 counties.   
visit www.soiowa.org.

The critically acclaimed Martin 
and Lewis Tribute show starring 
Steve Waddington as “Dino” and 
David Wolf as “Jerry” will be per-
forming at the Grand Theatre on 
Friday, January 18th at 7:30 P.M. 

This musical comedy show fea-
tures a heart-felt tribute to the 
songs, the comedy, the energy, 
and the chemistry of these great 
entertainment legends, Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis. 

All the classic Martin and Lewis 
moments are here together in 

this fun-filled hysterical comedy 
musical show. Featured are the 
classic hits of Dino including: 

Sway, Volare, Everybody Loves 
Somebody, That’s Amore, Luck 
Be a Lady, and many others. Then 
there are the classic bits of Lewis: 

the “Typewriter”, the “Chairman 
of the Board”, “One Hen, Two 
Ducks:, “The Nutty Professor”, 
etc. David Wolf and Steve Wad-
dington have perfected this show 
at casinos, major cruise lines, Las 
Vegas, Branson and theatres all 
over the world. The mannerisms, 
the voices (no lip synching), the 
swagger, and the look create a 
tribute show like no other. 

Reserve seat tickets are available 
at the Grand Theatre box office by 
calling 563-588-1305, $22.00 in 
advance and $25 at the door.

Cafe Manna Java, known not only 
for its coffee, delicious pizzas and 
frequent charitable efforts, has 
once again announced a fundrais-
ing event, this one set for Tuesday, 
January 22.

20 percent of pizza sales, and any 
other charitable donations on that 
day, will go to benefit the Start! Heart 
Walk event, which will be an oppor-

tunity for Dubuque County residents 
to not only learn about cardiovascu-
lar diseases, stroke, and risk factors, 
but also to take a walk along the 
lovely Heritage Trail. That particular 
event will be held on May 3.

Cafe Manna Java is located on Main 
Street, next to Bartinis. For more 
information, call 563-588-3105. If 
you’re interested in the Start! Heart 

walk event, call 
319-352-4825. 
For more infor-
mation from 
the American 
Heart Associ-
ation on good 
cardiovascu-
lar health, visit 
www.american-
heart.org/start.

Iowa Special Olympics Winter GamesJANUARY
14-16

Martin & Lewis TributeJANUARY
18

Manna Java FundraiserJANUARY
22

Frank & Dean - One Night Only!FEBRUARY
16



                  Answers on page 28

1. Jeff King has won the Iditarod 4 times. 
What is the record for victories?

2. A dog sled racer is traditionally 
   called a:
A) Brucer
B) Musher
C) Snowshoer
D) St. Bernard 

3. What is albedo?
A) A snowflake with a red eye
B) The direction and movement 
    of snowfall
C) The percentage of light an object 
     reflects
D) When a snowflake really wants 
     to get it on

4. True or false: An igloo melts on 
    the inside.

5. There is enough water vapor in the 
air to cover the Earth with how much 
water?

A) 2 inches
B) 10 feet
C) A yard
D) A foot

6. This large city sees the most amount 
of snow, annually:
A) Chicago
B) Rochester, NY
C) Pittsburgh, PA
D) Boston, MA

7. What color is snow, really?
A) Transparent B) Pink
C) White D) Blue

8. What is the greatest snowfall in Phoe-
nix, Arizona, history?
A) Six inches
B) A foot
C) An inch
D) Silly, it doesn’t snow in Phoenix!

9. True or false: It has snowed in Ha-
waii.

10. What is the correct method of 
checking Dubuque365.com?
A) From a laptop
B) From a desktop
C) From your iPhone
D) At the library

I HAVE A DREAM
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NAACP and Faces & Voices Celebrate 

Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration and Awards Ceremony, 
Sunday, January 20

Martin Luther King Birthday Breakfast,
Monday, January 21

In honor of the birthday of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., the Dubuque Branch of the 
NAACP and faces & voices celebrate the 
contributions of the great civil rights lead-
er with two events. The Annual NAACP 
Celebration and Awards Ceremony is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 20, with 
the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Birthday Breakfast following on Monday, 
January 21.  

Starting at 1 p.m. on Sunday January 
20, the Annual NAACP Celebration and 
Awards Ceremony will begin with par-
ticipants assembling at Jackson Park.  To 
commemorate the Civil Rights Movement, 
those assembled will march to Prescott 
Elementary School for a presentation by 
keynote speaker Bishop Leonard Scott.  
The event is also an awards ceremony 
with awards being presented for outstand-

ing student achievement in artwork, writ-
ing, and multimedia from the 2007-2008 
Dr. King Tribute Contest.  Free and open to 
the public, the event is sponsored by the 
Dubuque Branch of the NAACP.  

Scheduled for the following morning, the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Break-
fast will be held at the Grand River Cen-
ter, Monday, January 21, at 7:30 a.m.  This 
year’s event will be the 16th annual and 
will also feature a speech by Bishop Leon-
ard Scott, a pastor, TV and radio preacher 
who is also a dentist, a community advo-
cate, humanitarian, singer, songwriter, and 
musician, educator, entrepreneur, and host 
of a medical talk show.  Scott will speak 
on the topic of “Dr. King’s Message and its 
Relationship with Poverty Today.”  

The breakfast will also include a per-
formance by students of the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Spanish Immersion Program, 
accompanied by a student choir from their 
sister school in Bogota, Colombia perform-
ing traditional songs from Columbia.  

Admission to the Dr. King Birthday Break-
fast and program is $10 in advance, $15 at 
the door.  Space is limited so advanced reg-
istration is recommended.   Limited schol-
arships are available to those who might 
not be able to afford the admission price.  
For more information, call 563-589-4190.
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Northeast Iowa Community College has an-
nounced the full schedule of Great Deci-
sions 2008, the 38th installment in the an-
nual presentation series. This year’s series is 
dedicated to the late Dr. Walter Peterson, 
the former president and then chairman 
emeritus of the University of Dubuque, who 
hosted the program for more than 30 years. 

The program will begin on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7, and will continue every Thursday 
through March 27, with the exception of 
the first one in March, which will be on 
March 3. The presentation schedule is as 
follows: 

February 7: Latin America - the next U.S. 
President’s agenda
Presenter:   Dr. David L. Salvaterra, Profes-
sor of History, Loras College

February 14: U.S. Defense Policy
Presenter: Werner Hellmer, Attorney -
 Colonel, U.S.M.C.-JAG, (Ret.)

February 21: European Integration: 
Looking ahead

Presenter: Dr. Peter Doerschler, Asst. Pro-
fessor of Politics, Loras College

February 28: U.S. - China economic 
relations
Presenter: Dick Landis, China expert and 
international consultant

March 3: Russia and “Putinism”
Presenter: Dr. Michael Intriligator, Ph.D., 
Professor of Economics, Political Scientist 
and Policy Studies, UCLA.             

March 13: Foreign Aid: 
New players, new goals?
Presenter: Nancy Van Milligen, President 
& CEO, Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque, IA

March 20: Blacklisting the enemy
Presenter: Dr. Lee S. Zhu, Associate Profes-
sor of History, Loras College

March 27: Iraq: strategies for dealing with 
uncertainty.
Presenter: Lou Hernandez, President, Her-
nandez Associates, Ltd.

BOWL 4 HOSPICE
Sure, you have to wear a goofy shirt and you kind of look a 
little silly while you’re doing it, but when you get down to 
basics, bowling is pretty darned fun. So why not combine the 
fun of bowling with doing it for a good cause?

Creslanes invites all area bowlers to come out on 
Saturday, January 19, at 1 p.m. for a benefit for 
Hospice of Dubuque. For only $20 per person, 
participants can enjoy an afternoon of bowling, 
and then enjoy some food at a party afterwards. 
Before the event, from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 
Northeast Iowa Community College nursing 
students will be holding blood pressure and 
other fitness screenings.

Participants can register at Knicker’s Saloon, 
Poorman’s Catering, Softtails Saloon, Hammer-
heads, Houlihan’s and PJ’s. For more informa-
tion, call Hospice of Dubuque at 563-582-
1220. Creslanes is located at 255 S. Main 
Street in Dubuque.

GREAT DECISIONS
NORTHEAST IOWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESENTATION SERIES
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Fly-By-Night Productions, no stranger 
to quirky and off-beat shows, is ready to 
bring out yet another show: Lobster Alice, 
written by Kira Obolensky.

This one ... well, this one sounds like a 
doozy. We start with Salvador Dali, who 
has arrived at the Disney animation studios 

in 1946, where he is set to spend six 
weeks to collaborate with Walt Disney 
and produce an animated film titled 
Destino, set to the music of a Mexican 
ballad. Dali spices up the life of anima-
tor Finch, who is working on Alice in 
Wonderland, and Finch’s assistant, Al-
ice, who is tired of her boring, coffee-
bearing life. Did we mention that Finch 
has a little thing for Alice? Well, com-
bine all of that with the bizarre stylings 
of Salvador Dali as we know them, and 
this is a show that is sure to get strange 
... and quickly! A trip down a rabbit 
hole and a mad tea party sound like 
fun, don’t they? The show stars Kevin 
Firnstahl as Dali, and JD Fenech, Me-
linda Titus and Nathan Ripperger.

Performances will be held on Friday 
and Saturday, January 18 - 19 & 25 
- 26, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, January 
20 & 27, at 2 p.m. The show will be 
staged in Fly-By-Night’s home at the 
Bijou Room in the Five Flags Center, 
located at 4th & Main. Tickets are 

$15, and are available at www.ticketmas-
ter.com, or by calling 563-557-8497. You 
can also purchase them at the Five Flags 
Box Office. Tickets will also be available 
for cash-only purchase one hour before 
performances. For more information, go 
to www.flybynightdubuque.com.

Trouble in paradise ... ?
The Bell Tower Theater has announced 
the premiere of its next show, and it 
sounds like one that newlyweds might be 
able to relate to! The show is titled Suit-
ehearts, by William Van Zandt, and will 
be directed by Bell Tower Theater Artistic 
Director Sue Riedel.
 
The scene is set at one of New York City’s 
most popular hotels, in its lavish, extrava-
gant honeymoon suite. Things get a little 

less lavish and a little more tense after 
the suite is booked by two sets of newly-
weds -- a naive, unsuspecting pair from 
the heartland, and a seen-it-all couple 
from New Jersey -- and, having both 
engaged in recent nuptials and having 
both reserved the room, they dig into 
the trenches and prepare for World War 
III. Comedy is sure to ensure.

 

The production stars Teresa and Phil 
Jackman as the New Jersey couple, 

and Britni Farber and David Jackman as 
the young couple. The production also 
features Mike Lenstra as a bellhop.
 
The Bell Tower Theater is located in 
Fountain Park at 2728 Asbury Road. Per-
formances are Thursday evenings at 7:30 
p.m, Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 
p.m, and Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. 
from February 8 to 24, 2008. Tickets are 
just $17 for all performances. For infor-
mation and to purchase tickets call 563-
588-3377 or visit the theater’s Web site 
online at www.belltowertheater.net.

LIVE MUSIC
Sunday, January 13

River & the Tributaries
3:30 - 7:30 PM_________________

Sunday, January 27
Tony Walker
3:30 - 7:30 PM_________________

Saturday, February 2
Outta Control
9:00 PM - 1:00 AM_________________

Sunday,  February 10  
The Mojo Filters

(Johnny Walker & Jimmy Berg) 
3:30 PM - 7:30 PM_________________

Sunday, February 17
Melanie Sue Mausser

3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

From Dubuque - Hwy 11 E. to Hazel Green 
WI. Go straight across Hwy 80- Hwy 11 
turns into County W. Take it to the DIGGS!

http://www.myspace.com/isabellasbar
http://www.myspace.com/isabellasbar
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January 25-27 in Dubuque 
February 2-3 at Sundown

Spread across the state of Iowa and four 
weeks in the months of January and Feb-
ruary, the 2008 Iowa Winter Games ar-
rives just after most of the over 20 inches 
of December snowfall succumbs to un-
seasonably warm January temperatures 
and rain.  Fortunately, it shouldn’t affect 
the wrestling competition in Perry on 
January 20.  

The majority of the competition is sched-
uled for January 25 - 27 in Dubuque, in-
cluding youth basketball, cross-country 
skiing, dodgeball, youth ice hockey, a 5-
K road race, swimming, and table tennis.  
Returning to the Winter Games lineup 

after a seven-year absence is volleyball, 
which will be held at Western Dubuque 
High School in Epworth on January 26 
- 27.  The location of indoor soccer is 
yet to be announced.  Downhill skiing 
events will be held at Sundown on Feb-
ruary 2, with snowboarding events on 
February 3.  

Other events will be held in locations 
across Iowa.  Eldora will host the horse-
shoe competition on February 2.  (We’re 
wondering why horseshoes is not a Sum-
mer Games competition.)  The trapshoot-
ing competition will be held the same 
day in Ackley, DeWitt, Emmetsburg, 
Harlan, and Montrose.  Cedar Rapids 
will host adult men’s basketball, figure 
skating and adult ice hockey February 
8-10.  For more information, visit www.
IOWAGAMES.org.

http://www.houlihans.com/main.aspx
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 Cheryl-Ann / KAT-FM 

Bridal Show
 Grand River Center
 Saturday, January 12

Getting married but not sure what to 
wear for that special day?  Cheryl-Ann 
Bridals and Tuxedos teams up with KAT-
FM for their 21st Annual Bridal Show, 
Saturday, January 12, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Grand River Center.  A com-
bination trade show and runway fash-
ion show, the event will feature over 75 
wedding-related vendors showing off 
new trends in wedding attire.  

Doors to the Bridal Show at the Grand 
River Center open at 10 a.m. With a 
range of vendors represented, brides, 
grooms and their friends and family can 
browse the booth displays to learn about 
a variety of products and services, as 

well as sign up for a chance to win door 
prizes.  The runway bridal show begins 
at 1:00 p.m. showcasing the latest in 
wedding gowns, bridesmaids and moth-
er’s dresses, children’s attire, and tuxe-
dos.  A great way to gather ideas and see 
the options, the bridal show is a fun and 
informative event for anyone embarking 
on the planning of a wedding.  

Because of the show, Cheryl-Ann Brid-
als and Tuxedos will be closed Sat-
urday, January 12, but will be open 
the following day, Sunday, January 
13, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for those 
brides who can’t wait to stop in and 
try on the dresses they saw on the run-
way.  Tickets to the event are free, but 
guests are asked to register in advance 
at www.katfm.com or at Cheryl-Ann 
Bridals and Tuxedos, 980 Main Street 
in downtown Dubuque.  For more in-
formation, call 563-582-6930 or email  
sales@cherylannbridals.com.  



For some time now, I’ve had an email 
signature that reads “Pam Kress-Dunn, 
MLS, MA, MFA in progress.” I’d hoped 
that last one didn’t look like I was get-
ting ahead of myself. It was more an 
attempt, I think, to convince myself I 
really was working on the academic 
degree of my dreams. And as of January 
6, I’m all done. I’ve finally got a master 
of fine arts in creative writing from the 
University of Nebraska. Woo hoo!

I don’t judge people by the degrees they 
have, though I find them intriguing. My 
own are mostly consigned to resumes 
and my office wall, and even the deci-
sion to hang them there is one I thought 
about at least for a few moments before 
getting out the hammer and nails. On 
the one hand, I don’t like to look like 
I’m showing off, but on the other hand, 
earning them was no walk in the park. 
I figure it’s okay to display them to the 
minuscule part of the world that actu-
ally enters my office and notices the 
stuff on my walls. (Feel free to stop by. I 
also have a pretty calendar and clock.) 
That whole admonition about not hid-
ing your light under a bushel (or is it a 
basket?) comes right out of the Bible, 
after all, so who am I to argue? Besides, 
anything that made my parents proud is 
worth flaunting just a bit.

My folks aren’t around anymore to 
know I finally got the degree I wanted 
most. But my kids are, and my friends, 
and most of all, my beloved husband, 
who really made this all possible with 
his financial, emotional, and physical 
support. By physical support I mostly 

mean the ten – count ‘em! – times he 
drove me across Nebraska to and from 
my residencies. Actually, since spouses 
aren’t allowed to spend more than a 
few nights at the lodge in Nebraska City 
where the residencies are held, his total 
count was more like twenty trips. Driv-
ing those six hours across Iowa, we had 
the best of times and worst of times, the 
worst being the summer the temperature 
reached 104 on the Nebraska City bank 
sign and the car’s AC couldn’t keep up, 
and the best, perhaps, this December 
when we left early and missed most of 
that last big snowfall of the year.

This being what’s called a “low-resi-
dency” program, it crams a semester’s 
worth of lectures, readings, and work-
shops into 10 days, twice a year, for two 
years – plus a final, fifth residency dur-
ing which the graduates present their 
own lectures and readings, and then 
have a small but joyous graduation cer-
emony. That we meet at a beautiful, Ad-
irondack-style lodge, in the midst of the 
Arbor Day Farm’s trees and trails and 
hazelnut bushes, certainly makes the 
ordeal less arduous. I’m too old to live 
in a dorm even for an overnight stay. 

But it’s still hard work. I overheard a 
faculty member confess, “When I’m 
here, I could use two naps a day.”  
Boy, did I know what he meant. It also 
isn’t cheap. I’m an out-of-state stu-
dent, and the fact that I had to take 
out student loans at my advanced age 
isn’t something I’m thrilled about. But 
I really, really wanted to do this. 

You may be asking, Why did I want it 
so much? Not so much for the degree, 
though, okay, I’ll admit it’s really cool 
to say to myself (or at the top of my 
voice) “I have my MFA! I have my MFA! 
I have my MFA!”  I’m not planning to 
use it for another job, as many writers 
do. I’m too old and too anxious to be-
gin a teaching career at this point. The 
lecture I had to give to graduate was 
enough of an ordeal; I can’t imagine 
doing it twelve times a week or more. 

When I was an undergrad, despite my 
genuine enjoyment of many of my 
classes, by the third year or so, I wanted 
so much to have it over with, I thought 
I would crawl out of my skin as each 
day, each course, crept along, and I 
managed to finish a semester early.

I went on to get my first graduate de-
gree (the one I call an MLS, though in 
fact it’s actually an MA in library sci-
ence) so I could get the kind of job 
I wanted, working as a professional 
librarian. It wasn’t always fun, but I 
knew that this degree would propel 
my pathetic hourly wage to something 
closer to survival level. 

The next degree, my second MA, was 
something that just kind of fell in my lap. 
Employed as a college librarian, I discov-
ered I could take classes at no charge, 

so I began to fill in the holes (and there 
were many) in my undergraduate Eng-
lish degree. An American Drama course 
here, a British Novel course there, and 
before you knew it, I had another mas-
ter’s degree.  (Note to my professors: it 
wasn’t that easy, believe me.)

This one, I did for love – the love of 
writing in general, and poetry in par-
ticular. Some other time, I’ll use this 
space to explain, as best I can, why po-
etry is important, why it doesn’t have 
to rhyme (but can, without sounding 
like greeting card drivel), and why it is 
as vital to my life – and the lives of a 
whole lot of other smart, feisty, curious 
people – as the daily news. For now, 
you’ll have to take my word for it.

My fellow students in this program 
have talked at length about what we 
say when our friends and family back 
home ask us why we write, and why 
we put so much work and money into 
getting this degree. To some extent, 
the answer is inexpressible. But even 
as I say that, I know it’s not true.  Be-
cause being able to express ourselves 
– on the page, at least – is what this 
has all been about. 

 Pam Kress-Dunn
 pam2617@yahoo.com 
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NOW PLAYING IN DUBUQUE
Alvin & the Chipmunks . . . . . . 24% Rotten
Walk Hard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80% Fresh 
P.S. I Love You . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14% Rotten
I Am Legend  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63% Fresh
The Golden Compass . . . . . . .  43% Rotten
No Country for Old Men  . . . . . 95% Fresh
One Missed Call . . . . . . . . . . .  38% Rotten
Sweeney Todd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87% Fresh
Enchanted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93% Fresh
Charlie Wilson’s War . . . . . . . . . 76% Fresh  

Juno (Ellen Page) is your average 16-year-old high 
school girl.  She wants to marry a rock star, looks at 
the darker side of everything and has her own lingo.  
As the film begins, Juno discovers that she is preg-
nant.  The father, Bleeker (Michael Cera), is a geek 
and member of the high school cross-country team.  
Their one encounter, on a recliner, led to the blessed 
possibility of a child. For Juno, it is anything but 
blessed.  After briefly entertaining the thought of ter-
minating the pregnancy, she decides that having the 
baby and giving it up for adoption is the best thing.  
Her father (J.K. Simmons) and stepmother (Allison 
Janney) are quick to get over the shock and support 
her in her decision.  Along with her friend Leah (Ol-

ivia Thirlby), Juno finds the 
perfect young couple des-
perate for a baby of their 
own, upwardly mobile and 
appearing to be the perfect 
family, just sans the child.  
As her pregnancy pro-
gresses, Juno learns a great 
many things about herself, 
her family, her friends and 
more, all leading up the 
magical moment when her 
child enters the world.

Juno is an amazingly entertaining film. Page is great 
as the wise-cracking, worldly 16-year old Juno and 
the supporting cast around her are terrific, playing 
off her edgy, angst ridden teenager.  The cute but re-
lationship-deprived Bleeker is aptly portrayed by Mi-
chael Cera, and who can argue with Simmons and 
Janney as the parents forced to confront with their 
daughter’s sudden move into adulthood?  The laughs 
come at every turn and the story moves along at a 
fairly quick pace, changing from Autumn to Winter 
to Spring, all as we watch Juno’s pregnancy advance.  
The character development is sufficient to draw you 
in and feel a connection to these quirky people just 
making their way through “every day life” in Min-
nesota. In the end, Juno discovers what she really 
wants, why she wants it and how it can give her the 
full life she always wanted but may have been afraid 
to admit.  This is a film that works on so many levels: 
Comedy, romance, drama, etc., that you cannot help 
but like it. Juno will gain a cult following but also the 
mainstream audience as well.  The size of the crowd 
in the theater should be a good indication of how 

successful Juno really is.

- Though rumors had spun up recently 
about new life in a possible Freddy vs. 
Jason 2 (perhaps involving Ash from 
Evil Dead, Michael Myers or Pinhead), 
New Line Cinema insists that there 
are no immediate plans for the film. 

However, New Line is actively developing both a 
remake of Friday the 13th as well as another en-
try in the Nighmare on Elm Street series. However, 
producers have thrown out all previous plans for 
the movie, and Freddy Krueger actor Robert En-
glund may not even appear.

- In a somewhat odd announcement, 
Warner Brothers has announced that 
it has secured the sequel rights to the 
film I Am Legend from original novel 
author Richard Matheson. While a 
sequel has not been green-lit, the stu-

dio now has the right to make a sequel to a movie 
that cannot possibly have a sequel.

- Director Guillermo del Toro (Pan’s 
Labyrinth) is planning to produce a 
“definitive take” on the classic Fran-
kenstein tale. Del Toro does not plan 
to do a direct and literal adaptation of 
Mary Shelley’s story, but instead a new 

telling of the myth. It is unknown when del Toro 
will begin work on the film, given a busy schedule 
and the ongoing writers’ strike.

- Reports are swirling that Steven 
Spielberg and Harrison Ford have so 
enjoyed their time working together 
again on Indiana Jones and the King-
dom of the Crystal Skull that they’re 
looking to team up again, this time on 

Spielberg’s planned film about the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. Ford would play Vice President 
Andrew Johnson, who took over post-assassination.

- Transformers 2 has been bumped 
from its June 2009 release date and is 
currently unscheduled. The strike by 
the Writers Guild of America has halt-
ed work on the script, meaning only 
limited work can be done in pre-pro-

duction. Director Michael Bay remains attached.

BUZZTH
E

First Sunday (1/11)
Durell (Ice Cube) and LeeJohn (Tracy Mor-
gan) are best friends and bumbling petty 
criminals. They’re told they have a week to 
pay off 17 grand in debt or else, they devise a 

hare-brained scheme to rob their neighborhood church, 
where they are currently members due to a mandate of 
jail time or 5,000 hours of community service. Instead 
of succeeding, however, they wind up spending a night 
in the presence of the Lord, and they’re left dealing with 
much more than they expected.

In the Name of the King (1/11)
A hardworking man known only as Farmer 
has his life turned upside down when a band 
of animalistic brutes, led by an evil sorcerer, 
invades his village, kills his son and kidnaps 

his wife. The once peace-loving peasant assembles a 
group to pursue the army and free the land.

27 Dresses (1/18)
A young woman who has made a career 
out of being a bridesmaid but never a bride 
faces her worst nightmare when her sister 
becomes engaged to the man of her dreams. 
Luckily, the wedding brings around the man 

who will change her bridesmaid status for good, along 
with the help of her nephew.

Cloverfield (1/18)
What begins innocuously enough, as five 
New Yorkers gather to through their best 
friend a huge going-away party, a monster 
the size of a skyscraper descends upon the 
city and begins a rampage. The film is told 

entirely from the perspective of the group’s handheld 
video camera, and as such their experience of the mon-
ster attack will be our only window unto the unparal-
lelled destruction of New York City.

Mad Money (1/18)
Three employees of the Federal Reserve 
(played by Diane Keaton, Queen Latifah and 
Katie Holmes) learn that a huge sum of cash 
is about to be destroyed. Rather than let co-
pious numbers of greenbacks go to waste, 

the women hatch a plot to save the cash and steal it from 
the Reserve. Yes, this movie does sound that retarded.

Rotten Tomatoes collects the thoughts of dozens of movie reviewers 
across the country and averages their scores into a fresh or rotten 
rating. If a movie gets 60% or higher positive reviews, it is FRESH!

www.ro t ten tomatoes .com
 OPENING DURING THIS ISSUE

Juno - A Film by Jason Reitman (Thank You for Smoking)

19

2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque 

563-582-7827
Carmike  

Cinema Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006

Find great movie 
resources online at

Dubuque365.com

MOVIES ARE A DISH THAT IS BEST SERVED COLD ... IT IS VERY COLD IN THEATERS
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For the past two years, the Dubuque Sym-
phony Orchestra has held a night when 
it has invited guests to sit down and en-
joy beautiful music. “Wait a minute, the 
Symphony invites guests to enjoy beau-
tiful music all the time,” you say. Well, 
that’s true, but this night is always a little 
different: It’s not the Symphony provid-
ing the music ... it’s the Symphony enjoy-
ing the music right alongside you. It’s the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra’s annual 
Gala, a fundraiser for the Symphony that 
features an exceptional performing artist. 
It’s been such a success the last two years 
that, hey, why not do it a third time! This 
year’s Gala will be held on Friday, Janu-
ary 25, at the Grand River Center.

“It’s a nice night,” says Symphony Music 
Director and Conductor William Intri-
ligator, who will be enjoying the music 
rather than leading it, of the event. “It’s 
a night to enjoy a fancy dinner, some 
cocktails, and to hear some 
beautiful music.”

The night will 
begin at 5:30 
p.m., with hors 
d’oeuvres and 
a cash bar. 

Dinner, from the Grand River Center’s 
kitchen, will be served at 7 p.m., and en-
tertainment will begin thereafter, proba-
bly around 8 p.m. This year, the Sympho-
ny welcomes internationally acclaimed 
bass-baritone Simon Estes, who will per-
form a wide variety of music alongside a 
piano accompaniment.

“I am so extremely excited to have Mr. Es-
tes coming to Dubuque,” says Intriligator. 
“I’m also really excited to meet him.”

Estes, a native of Centerville, Iowa, is cer-
tainly an accomplished star in the field of 
music. After attending the University of 
Iowa, where his tenor voice was toned to 
that of bass-baritone, he was accepted to 
the prestigious Juilliard School of Music 
in New York City in 1964. For anyone un-
familiar with Juilliard, the school is one 
of the most famous conservatories in the 
entire world, and keeps an enrollment of 

only just about 800 students. Getting 
an education there is definitely a 

sign of good things to come.

After beginning a study 
abroad program, Estes made 
a professional operatic de-

but in Aida, which was only 
the beginning of 

a storied 

career. From there, he has exploded as 
an international star, making his first per-
formance at the famed Metropolitan Op-
era (the Met) in 1982 and carving a repu-
tation for himself as a powerful, inspiring 
voice. He has performed in virtually ev-
ery major opera house in the world, and 
he has performed in front of Bill Clinton, 
Richard Nixon, Nelson Mandela, the 
Pope and many, many more.

“I have never heard him perform live,” 
says Intriligator. “The recordings I’ve heard 
have been enough to captivate me.”

After speaking with the Maestro, and af-
ter reading many other accolades about 
Estes, I decided to do what any respon-
sible magazine editor would do: I went 
onto the Interweb and found a few 30-
second clips. Ten seconds into “You’ll 
Never Walk Alone,” I was sold on the 
spot. Estes’ voice truly is impressive.

His performance will consist of a blend 
of music favorites, including the afore-
mentioned “You’ll Never Walk Alone,” 
“Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho,” and 
“Ol’ Man River” (from Show Boat), and 
many more, and it will be held in a ven-
ue that will provide for a different feel 
than most Symphony productions, which 
are staged at the Five Flags Theatre.

“One of the unique opportunities pre-
sented to us at the Grand River Center is 
that it’s a bit smaller, it’s more intimate, 
it’s more personal,” Intriligator says. “And 
Mr. Estes is going to be performing a 
nice selection of pieces, which means it 
should really be a great night. I hope we 

get an opportunity to hear him speak, 
because he’s really a very active per-
son in doing work for kids.”

Estes is now an artist-in-residence at 
both Wartburg College in Waverly, 
Iowa, and Iowa State University, and 
has now turned much of his attention 
towards humanitarian efforts, includ-
ing founding the Simon Estes Iowa 
Educational Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization that provides positive 
minority role model programs and 
also provides scholarship opportuni-
ties to disadvantaged youths in the 
state. He’s also been a strong support-
er in the fight against HIV and AIDS. 

In addition to the Estes’ performance, 
the symphony is welcoming back 
the Wahlert High School A Cappella 
Choir.

“We had the choir at the Holiday 
Pops concerts, and they were just 
spectacular,” says Intriligator. “We 
thought that bringing them to the 
Gala would be another great touch 
to the music.”

In addition to the great music, the Gala will 
bring back a successful fundraiser compo-
nent from last year’s event: A wine raffle.

“We’ve asked each member of our board of 
directors, as well as the Symphony League 
board of directors, to donate a bottle of wine 
of their choosing,” explains Jean Tucker, the 
Symphony’s director of development. “In 
addition, we’ve added a personal touch 
to the donations: When a person brings in 
a bottle of wine, we give them a card, on 
which they then write an explanation of 
how and why they came to choose this par-
ticular bottle of wine. It’s a personal touch, 
and it can also be of help to a winner who 
might not know his or her wine.”

The way the raffle works is unique, as well.

“We’ve added one wrinkle, and that’s that 
instead of only having one winner, we 
have three,” says Tucker. “We’re selling a 
limited number of chances for $50. Now, 
we have a deck of playing cards, and with 
a chance comes a card. When it comes 
time to actually do the raffle and select 
a winner, we’ll bring out a brand-new 
deck of cards on the stage. We’ll shuffle 
them all around, select three cards, and 
then ask everyone who bought a chance 
to stand up. And from there, we’ll whittle 
them down, like, telling everyone who has 
a red card to sit down, because the win-
ning cards aren’t hearts or diamonds.”

It’s either the process of elimination 
or a bizarrely reversed version 
of Deal or No Deal. Either way, 
it sounds cool. In any event, 
Intriligator says, the Gala rep-
resents the beginning of a mas-
sive multicultural festival called “The 
World is Our Backyard,” officially set 
to run from January 5 through Feb-
ruary 10. The festival, organized by 
the Dubuque Community Schools, 
the Symphony and many other 
organizations, will be high-
lighted in the next issue of 
365ink, so stay tuned to 
these pages.

Tickets for the Third An-
nual DSO Gala and the 
performance of Simon 
Estes are $100 per per-
son; tables of ten can be 
purchased for $900. Black 
tie is optional. Reser-
vations must be made 
no later than Thursday, 
January 17, so call 
the Symphony office 
post-haste at 563-
557-1677.
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River and the Tributaries: Bread & Water 
by Mike Ironside

It was only last January that River and the Tributaries released their 
self-titled debut CD, but the young band is back with an all 

new disc of original material, Bread & Water.  Celebrating 
the release of the new album, the band will play a CD 

release show at Miguel’s on Friday, January 11, at 7 p.m. 
In addition to the Miguel’s show, the band will play a 
weekend mini-tour of shows – Bricktown on Satur-
day, January 12, from 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.; New Diggings 
on Sunday, January 13, from 3:30-7:30 p.m.; and 
capping it off with a performance on KUNI radio’s 
Live From Studio 1 on Monday, January 14, in the 
Cedar Falls studio from 7 - 8 p.m.  

Comprised of brothers River and Jackson Bre-
itbach, Bethann Gavin, Scott Gratton, Erin 
Hedley and Griffen Harris, the band has been 
together for about three years. Self-described 

as “an infectious form of estrogen-doused, multi-
instrumental eclectic rock that wandered off the 

beaten path,” River and the Tributaries are a rarity 
in the Dubuque area, not just for their age but for the 

fact that they have two female members.  

Multi-instrumentalists who all write lyrics and music, the 
various members collaborate on material, contributing to each 

other’s compositions. Bread & Water collects 10 songs from a pool 
of new material the band has been working on, leaving nearly enough 

songs for another CD.  In fact the band is planning to record their third CD 
early this summer.  And by the way, none of them are older than 20.  



15
I HAD SO MUCH FUN ON NEW YEAR’S EVE THAT I’M DOING IT AGAIN.

JANUARY 10 - 23

River and the band stopped by the 365 of-
fice to drop off an advance copy of Bread 
& Water.  Recorded with Andy Steil at M-
Studios in Galena, the group co-produced 
the CD and will release it on their own. 
“We spent significantly more time on this 
one – overdubbing various parts to get it 
right,” explains River.  Jac agrees, adding, 
“It’s a lot more professional 
than the last one.”  

“The sound has evolved,” 
suggests drummer Harris. 
“It’s a more mature sound.”  
A listen to the recording 
provides confirmation. 
The new album finds the 
young band stretching 
beyond the diverse influ-
ences that run through the 
band’s surprising debut 
to create a unique style 
of original music that ex-
ists outside contemporary trends in folk 
and pop.  Strong vocals, often working 
in harmony, delineate melodies and lyr-
ics over inventive arrangements and var-
ied instrumentation that communicates 
fresh songwriting unexpectedly mature 
for a band this young.  Most notable has 
to be the voice of Bethann Gavin, whose 
vocals take center stage on a number of 
tracks.  Strong and clear, Gavin’s voice is 

the not-so-secret weapon of the group.  

Working around their various school 
schedules, the band played a number 
of shows over the holidays and will take 
some time off before reconvening for a 
slate of spring break shows (Gavin returns 
to NYU, and Gratton is studying music en-

gineering in Des Moines). 
Having submitted an ap-
plication to perform a 
showcase at South-By-
Southwest (SXSW), the 
band is waiting in antici-
pation for the February 1 
announcement to find out 
if they will be traveling 
to Austin, Texas over the 
break for the famous mu-
sic conference and festi-
val. If accepted, the band 
will have an opportunity 
to perform for a variety of 

music industry professionals, increasing 
their chances for finding a record label to 
help them further their career aspirations.  
In any case, River and the Tributaries new 
CD, Bread & Water, is a step in the right 
direction.  

To hear samples of River and the Tribu-
taries music, visit their web site at www.
myspace.com/riverandthetributaries.

CD Release 
Performances
• Friday, January 11, 
   Miguel’s 

• Saturday, January 12, 
   Bricktown

• Sunday, January 13, 
   New Diggings

• Monday, January 14, 
   Live From Studio 1



Sunday, January 13

River & the Tributaries
New Diggings, 3:30 - 7:30 PM

Tuesday, January 15

Open Jazz Jam
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, January 16

Open Mic w/ Dert Tones
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Live on Main Comedy
Bricktown, 9 - 11 PM

Thursday, January 17

Tony Walker
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, January 18

Just Cuz
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 
- 12 AM

Mary Mabusth
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Okham’s Razor
Main St. Pub, Cuba City, 
8 - 11 PM

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Melanie Mausser
Dagwood’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

BuzzBerries
Softtails, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Chris Avey Trio
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, January 19

Denny Garcia
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Saturday, January 19

Katie & Brownie
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Rocket Surgeons
Noonan’s North, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jabberbox
Courtside, 9 PM - 1 AM

Zero 2 Sixty
Fitzi’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

BlackBloom
Bricktown, 9 PM - 1 AM

Mixed Emotions
Red N Deb’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Awful Purdies
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Hard Salami
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Comedy w/ Chris Barnes
Arthur House, 9 - 10:30 PM

DRILL
Doolittle’s (Cuba), 
10 PM - 2 AM

Thursday, Jan. 10

Nothin’ but Dylan
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Gareth Woods
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Friday, Jan. 11

Laugh Tour 2008
Five Flags, 8 - 10 PM

River & the Tributaries
Miguel’s, 7 - 10 PM

The Dert Tones
Gobbie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Ken Wheaton
Grape Escape, 9 PM - 1 AM

Betty & the Headlights
Softtails Saloon, 9 PM - 1 AM

Melissa Cartoun
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Nothin’ But Dylan
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Friday, Jan. 11

Okham’s Razor
Perfect Pint, 8 - 11 PM

Gareth Woods
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Tony Walker
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Julien’s Bluff
Pit Stop, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Saturday, January 12

The Legends
Eagles Club, 8 PM - 12 AM

Gareth Woods
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

The Do Overs
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

River & the Tributaries
Bricktown, 9 PM - 1 AM

Rocket Surgeons
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Jim Post
Isabella’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, January 12

50 Pound Rooster
Mooney Hollow Barn, 
9 PM - 1 AM

Boys’ Night Out
DBQ Driving Drange, 
8 PM - 12 AM

BadFish
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Menace
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Mixed Emotions
Eichman’s, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Rosalie Morgan
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Roy Schroedl
Eagle Ridge, 8 - 11 PM

Taste Like Chicken
Noonan’s North, 9 PM - 1 AM

Hard Salami
Kalmes’ Hilltop, 9 PM - 12 AM

DUBUQUE365.com

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

http://www.kdcbud.com
http://www.myspace.com/bartinisdbq


180 Main / Busted Lift
180 Main Street, Dubuque
180main.com

Ace’s Place
107 Main St W. Epworth, IA
563-876-9068

Anton’s Saloon
2944 Cnty Rd. W Benton, WI
608-965-4881

Bartini’s
253 Main St., Dubuque
563-556-5782
myspace.com/bartinisdbq

Bricktown
299 Main Street, Dubuque
563-582-0608
bricktowndubuque.com

Captain Merry
399 Sinsinwa Ave., East Dbq, IL
815-747-3644
captainmerry.com

Catfish Charlies
1630 E. 16th St, Dubuque
563-582-8600
catfishcharliesonline.com

Coe’s Bar
280 Jess St Bernard, IA
563-879-3216

Courtside
2095 Holiday Drive, Dubuque
563-583-0574

Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W. Cascade, IA
(563) 852-3378

Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury, Rd.
(563) 557-0880

Dino’s Backside (Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa East Dubuque 
(815) 747-9049

Dirty Earnie’s
201 1st St NE, Farley, IA 
563-744-4653

Dog House Lounge
1646 Asbury, Dubuque
(563) 556-7611

Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S. Main. Cuba City, WI
608-744-2404

Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S. Jefferson St., Lancaster, WI
608-723-7676

Dubuque Driving Range
John Deere Road, Dubuque
(563) 556-5420

Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive, Dubuque
(563) 582-6498

Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 North, Dubuque
563-552-2494

Gin Rickey’s
1447 Central Ave, Dubuque
563-583-0063
myspace.com/ginrickeys

Gobbie’s
219 N Main St, Galena IL
815-777-0243

Grand Harbor Resort
350 Bell Street, Dubuque
563-690-4000
grandharborresort.com

Grape Escape
233 S. Main St., Galena, IL
815.776.WINE
grapeescapegalena.com

Irish Cottage
9853 US Hwy 20, Galena, Illinois
815.776.0707
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Isabella’s @ the Ryan House
1375 Locust Street, Dubuque
563-585-2049
isabellasbar.com

Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge St, Dubuque
(563) 556-6100
myspace.com/jumpersdbq

Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave., Dubuque
563) 583-5044

Leo’s Pub / DaVinci’s
395 W. 9th St., Dubuque
563-582-7057
davincisdubuque.com

M-Studios
223 Diagonal Street, Galena, IL 
815-777-6463
m-studios.org

Mississippi Mug
373 Bluff St, Dubuque
563.585-0919
mississippimug.com

Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Highway 52 S. Green Island, IA
(563) 682-7927 / (563) 580-9494

Murph’s South End
55 Locust St. Dubuque
Phone 563-556-9896

My Brother’s Place
158 Sinsinawa Ave., East Dubuque, IL. 
815-747-3060

New Diggings
2944 County Road W, Benton, WI
608-965-3231
newdiggs.com

Noonan’s North
917 Main St. Holy Cross, IA 
563-870-2235

Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E. Main St., Platteville, WI
608-348-3136

Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd, Dubuque
563-582-0221

Rumors II (Leisure Lake)
21701 Hill Dr, Bernard IA
563-879-3779

Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd. Hazel Green, WI
608-748-4728

Softtails
10638 Key West Drive, Key West, IA
563-582-0069

Stone Cliff Winery
600 Star Brewery Dr., Port of Dubuque
563.583.6100
stonecliffwinery.com

Sublime
3203 Jackson St., Dubuque,
563-582-4776

Thumbs Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH, Kieler, WI 
608-568-3118

If you feature live entertainment and 
would like to be included in our Venue 
Finder, please drop us a line...
info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.

Saturday, January 19

The Grasshoppers
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sunday, January 20

Taste Like Chicken
Sandy Hook Tavern, 
8 PM - 1 AM

Tuesday, January 22

Open Jazz Jam
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, Jan. 23

Open Mic w/ Dert Tones
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Live on Main Comedy
Bricktown, 9 - 11 PM

Friday, January 25

DSO Annual Gala
Grand River Center, 5:30 - 10 PM

Julien’s Bluff
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Hypnotist Jim Wand
Bricktown, 9 - 11 PM

BadFish
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, January 25

Comedy w/ Chris Johnson
Arthur House, 9 - 10:30 PM

The Surf Report
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, January 26

White Rose
Gov. Dodge Conv. Ctr., 
8:30 - 11:30 PM

Saturday, January 26

Nothin’ But Dylan
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Rosalie Morgan
TAIKO, 7 - 11 PM

Ian Gould
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

James Kinds & the 
All-Night Riders
Da Vinci’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Red N Deb’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

Taste Like Chicken
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

Comedy w/ Chris Johnson
Arthur House, 9 - 10:30 PM

Tantrym
Doolittle’s (Cuba), 9:30 PM 
- 1:30 AM

Jason Ricci & the New Blood
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Sunday, January 27

Tony Walker
New Diggings, 3:30 - 7:30 PM

Open Mic w/ Sean Kramer
A&B Tap, 8 PM - 12 AM

Tuesday, January 29

Open Jazz Jam
Isabella’s, 8 PM - 12 AM

Wednesday, January 30

Open Mic w/ Dert Tones
Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Live on Main Comedy
Bricktown, 9 - 11 PM

Friday, February 1

Luke Flynn
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Artie & the Pink Catillacs
DBQ Driving Range, 
8 PM - 12 AM

Jeff Ward
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

Jabberbox
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Boys’ Night Out
Softtails, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, February 2

Jill Duggan & Mary Mabusth
Stone Cliff Winery, 7 - 11 PM

Jeff Ward
Irish Cottage, 8 - 11 PM

The Dert Tones
Da Vinci’s, 8:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Tantrym
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Outta Control
New Diggings, 9 PM - 1 AM

Betty & the Headlights
Denny’s Lux Club, 
9 PM - 1 AM

Mixed Emotions
Ace’s Place, 9 PM - 1 AM

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE FINDER

http://www.kdcbud.com


ICEFEST: ICIER THAN THE LEADING BRAND
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ast year, we experienced a winter 
decidedly unmarked by ice, what 
with a Christmas that felt positively 

balmy and a ski season that practically 
needed rain dances and sacrifices to 
JoBu to get kicked off. This year ... good 
Lord, between a storm that left sheets of 
ice two inches think and blizzard-like 
conditions every weekend for a month, 
we’ve certainly had no shortage of the 
cold stuff. There might even be folks 
here in the Tri-States that are positively 
sick of it. To those people, we say that 
you’d better steer clear of the Ice Har-
bor from January 12 through 27, as the 
National Mississippi River Museum & 
Aquarium stages its fourth annual IceF-
est. With a combination of fun activities 
and educational opportunities, the fes-
tival is proof that just because it’s cold 
doesn’t mean you can’t get down and 
have a good time.

Each weekend during IceFest will be 
highlighted by a number of winter-re-
lated activities. On Saturday and Sunday, 
January 12 and 13, there will be profes-
sional ice sculptors doing their sculpty 
thing, crafting cunks of ice into works of 
art. There will also be an arctic glacier 
bowling alley where contestants can ac-
tually roll a 13-pound bowling ball down 
a sheet of ice, a horse-drawn ice wagon 
demonstration (Saturday only), and a 
special opportunity to meet the Dubuque 
Thunderbirds, on Saturday from 11 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. The Thunderbirds are having 
a great season so far -- meet the players, 
and then head over to the Five Flags Cen-
ter as the team takes on the St. Louis Jr. 
Blues at 7:05 p.m.!

The next weekend, January 19 and 20, 
the ice sculpting will return, in addition 
to a visit from professional snow sculp-
tors. While the early part of winter was 
harsh, we haven’t had snow in a couple 
of weeks ... but no worry! While we can 
cross our fingers for another dumping of 
snow in time for IceFest (hey, I said we 
can, I didn’t say we have to), the snow 
sculpting show will still go on, as the fine 
folks over at Sundown Mountain will be 
providing snowmaking machines as sup-
plement and backup. There will also be 
a one-of-a-kind snow slide, making sled-
ding a thing of the past. The arctic gla-
cier bowling alley will be on hand once 
more, as well.

It’s the next weekend, January 26 and 27, 
when IceFest brings out the heavy artil-
lery. IceFest has traditionally brought a 
famed special guest known for winter-re-
lated activities, and the tradition has not 

been broken. This year, the River Mu-
seum is welcoming Jeff King, famous for 
living in Denali Park, Alaska.

We’re kidding. While King does live in 
Alaska, he’s much more well-known 
for winning the Iditarod not once, not 
twice, not thrice but four times. (“Frice” 
wouldn’t have worked.) He’s also known 
as the “Winningest Musher in the 
World.” While I ponder the implications 
of the word “winningest” (we don’t say 
that a prolific runner is the “runningest,” 
do we?), I’ll also tell you that King has 
not only won the 1,049-mile Iditarod 
in 1993, ‘96, ‘98 and 2006, but he has 
more than two dozen first-place finishes 
all across Alaska, and he’s logged more 
than 100,000 miles while being pulled 
by dogs, finishing in the top 10 of the Idi-
tarod every year since 1992, with the ex-
ception of 2005. In the world of sled dog 
racing, he’s kind of a big deal.
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THINK OF HOW MANY COCKTAILS YOU COULD CHILL WITH THAT ICE

JANUARY 10 - 23

King will appear on both January 26 and 
27, where he will deliver presentations on 
the Iditarod. The Iditarod is no small feat, 
considering that the wind chill during the 
race can frequently reach -100 degrees 
Fahrenheit (yes, those are two zeroes) 
and the race takes ten to seventeen days 
to complete. To be able to survive some-
thing like that is highly impressive. To win 
it four times? That’s something else. King 
will also show clips of the documentary 
that focuses on his victory, Iditarod 2006: 
Mother Nature’s Turn to Dance.

There will also be everyday events all 
through IceFest, as is usual. The tradition-
al Native American game Snow Snake, a 
past favorite, will return, which should 
be a highlight for IceFest regulars. Snow 
Snake involves participants sliding a long 
stick down a channel. Yeah, it’s a bit add 
sounding in words, but, c’mon -- can you 
really describe most 
games in words? 
Monopoly would 
sound pretty lame if 
you just wrote, “go 
around a board and 
buy property.” Other 
traditional Native 

American snow games will be featured 
daily, as well.

Other daily activities include ice harvest-
ing demonstrations (remember, ice was 
harvested to be shipped all across the 
country back when there was no such 
thing as a freezer), film presentations 
on ice harvesting featuring historic foot-
age, eagle watching, information on ice 
fishing, winter animal programs and ice 
safety programs. In other words, IceFest is 
going to tell you every last little thing you 
need to know about the season of snow. 

IceFest, sponsored by Kruse-Warthan 
Dubuque Auto Plaza, will run from Janu-
ary 12 through January 27, from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. daily. Admission is NOT ON 
THE WEB SITE TIM PUT THIS HERE and 
includes all-day admission to the River 
Museum. Two for the price of one. Don’t 
miss it.



City of Dubuque State 
Legislative Issues for 
the 2008 Session
by Mayor Roy D. Buol

There are many issues impacting the 
effectiveness of city government to im-
prove community life, improve the fiscal 
future and service delivery of city gov-
ernment, and improve the local econo-
my.  Our governmental system needs to 
allow flexibility and authority for cities 
to meet the challenges of governing and 
providing citizens with services, while at 
the same time protecting our City from 
unfunded or under funded mandates, li-
ability or other financial risk, and restric-
tions on local control.  With space avail-
able, I will touch on a few of the City’s 
State Legislative Issues for the 2008 Ses-
sion approved by the City Council:

• SW Arterial/Hwy 32.  The Dubuque 
City Council, Dubuque County Board of 
Supervisors, and Dubuque Metropolitan 
Area Transportation Study (DMATS) has 
identified the completion of the SW Arte-
rial/Hwy 32 as the #1 surface transporta-
tion priority in the Dubuque area.  The 
proposed project will be a 6.1 mile, four 
lane, divided freeway with priority 1-ac-
cess control as an alternative route for traf-
fic through southwestern Dubuque, and 
will connect the new Dubuque Technol-
ogy Park on US Hwy 61/151 with the new 
Dubuque Industrial Center West and the 
existing Dubuque Industrial Center near 
U.S. Hwy 20.  The highway then extends 
north to John Deere Dubuque Works.

The DMATS organization has committed 
$10 million of the $80 million project 
cost.  The city is also seeking financial as-
sistance through the State of Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation Revitalize Iowa’s 
Sound Economy (RISE) program.  The City 
has agreed to manage the next phase of 
the project, with the preliminary design 
phase anticipated to be completed next 
month.  Due to funding constraints, it was 
determined the project would need to be 
developed in three phases.  The IDOT has 
not included funding for the SW Arterial/
Hwy 32 project in their five year trans-
portation plan.  The City continues to dia-

logue with the IDOT Commission regard-
ing a RISE loan that could be used as the 
20% match to allow access to the $36.18 
million in federal funds now available.  

Requested Action:  The City re-
quests any assistance that can be 
provided to help convince the 
IDOT to commit funding toward 
this vital project.  Note: Just re-
cently, Governor Culver appoint-
ed, Mike Blouin, President of 
Greater Dubuque Development 
Corporation, to the IDOT Commission.

• Franchise Fee.  Public rights of way are 
valuable public assets and utilities should 
be required to compensate the public for 
the use of the rights of way over and above 
the cost associated with regulating the util-
ity.  Many cities have negotiated franchise 
fees with utilities based upon a percentage 
of gross revenue for use of the right of way 
that exceed the costs of regulation and pro-
vide for compensation to the public for the 
privilege of using these public assets.

Requested Action:  Support efforts to al-
low franchise fees to include compensa-
tion for the use of rights of way as well as 
the costs of regulation the utilities.

• Sustainability Legislation.  The City of 
Dubuque is taking a leadership role in sus-
tainability initiatives and supports the de-
velopment of incentives which ensure the 
conservation of land, water and energy.

Requested Action:  Support state leg-
islation that promotes green building 
development practices.  This would in-
clude practices that provide for resource 
and energy efficiency and conservation, 
resource-efficient lot or site design and 
preparation, and improvement of indoor 
environmental quality through education 
of homeowners and business owners on 
proper maintenance and operations.

• Economic Development.  The role of City 
government in economic development is 
crucial.  Economic activity requires roads, 
streets, airports, water and sanitation.  New 
jobs necessitate more and better housing.  
Growing businesses seek quality of life 
amenities for employees and families, such 
as parks, recreation and libraries.  Protec-

tion and safety of property and life must be 
assured.  This can only be accomplished 
with the strong support of an effective City 
government.  Successful quality of life pro-
grams need continued funding such as Vi-
sion Iowa, REAP (Resource Enhancement 
and Protection), CAT funds, Iowa Great 
Places, the Iowa Main Street program funds, 
and tax credits for historic preservation.

Requested Action: Protect and enhance 
economic development tools enable 
cities in Iowa to promote economic im-
provement throughout the State.

• Property Tax.  The current tax structure 
for state and local governments is a mix of 

tax laws, rates and policies that do 
not provide for a fair and consis-
tent tax system.  The Iowa League 
of Cities and the Iowa State Associ-
ation of Counties (ISAC) have iden-
tified key areas needing revision 
for a comprehensive tax reform in 
Iowa.  They include: (1) changes to 
assessment and valuation proce-

dure; (2) changes to City and County bud-
geting processes; (3) developing an alterna-
tive to current property tax limitations, and 
(4) elimination of the rollback formula and 
homestead exemption.

Requested Action:  Work with the Iowa 

League of Cities and ISAC to approve 
legislation to design a tax structure that 
provides tax equity and policies that are 
consistent with overall direction for state 
and local government taxation.

• State Mandates.  Cities are often faced 
with implementing mandates from the 
state and federal governments without 
receiving the necessary funds for imple-
mentation.

Requested Action:  Enact legislation that 
exempts local government from provid-
ing any new service or engaging in any 
new activities mandated by the state if 
the state does not provide full funding.

In addition to these, issues of State His-
toric Tax Credits, Sales Tax Refund for 
Downtowns, Office of Energy Indepen-
dence and Iowa Power Fund, Eminent 
Domain, Enterprise Zone Incentives, Air-
port Issues and more are on the docket.  
Maintaining frequent communication 
with our State legislators about the im-
portance of fiscal support for local gov-
ernment and the key role Dubuque is 
playing as an economic engine for the 
State is of primary importance.  

“Those who say it cannot be done should not 
interrupt the person doing it.”  - Proverb

IS FREE BACON FOR ALL ON THE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA?

JANUARY 10 - 23
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THE UNDERTAKER’S COMING TO TOWN! HOLY CRAP HE’S OLD

JANUARY 10 - 23

Tuesdays
‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
Pub Quiz - The Busted Lift, 8 p.m. First 3 Tuesdays of the month.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJ’s, Rooster’s, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Wednesdays
Open Mic -  Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 p.m. - 1a.m.
Live on Main Comedy - 2 great standups, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
3100 Club Comedy - Midway Hotel, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Cigar Club, Bartinis, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Borderline Karaoke, Bricktown, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Open Mic Showcase, Isabella’s 8 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Rocco - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJ’s, Rooster’s, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Fridays
Firewood Friday (3rd Friday’s) - Isabella’s Bar at the Ryan House, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke, Becky McMahon, 3rd Fridays, Kuepers - Dickeyville, WI, 9p.m
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Karaoke w/DJ 007, Riverboat Lounge, 9:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Saturdays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Platteville, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Live Music - Leonardo Roldan/Romeo Bautista, Los Aztecas, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Bluff Street Live Open Mic, Mississippi Mug, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Borderline Karaoke, Bricktown, 9p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin Hawaiian, George & Dales, (East Dub.) 9p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Main Event DJ, Gin Rickeys, 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

Sundays
Open Mic with Sean Kramer (Mississippi Flat Miners), A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Knicker’s Saloon, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout (East Dub.), 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Ron White
Des Moines Civic Center, Des Moines, IA •January, 19

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
House of Blues, Chicago, IL • Wednesday, Jan. 24

Brian Regan
Paramount Theater, Cedar Rapids, IA • January 24

Martina McBride
Hilton Coliseum, Ames, IA • Sunday, January 27

Buffalo Tom
Double Door, Chicago, IL * February 2

Indigo Girls
House of Blues, Chicago, IL • february 4

Capitol Steps
Stephens Auditorium, Ames, IA February, 7

Lord of the Dance
Adler Theatre, Davenport, IA • Saturday, February 8

Green 17 Tour (Feat. Flogging Molly, more)
House of Blues, Chicago, IL • February 15 

Frank and Dean Show
Five Flags Center, Dubuque • Wed., February 16

Rascal Flatts
i wireless Center, Moline, IL • Friday, February 18

Dierks Bentley
Rosemont Theater, Rosemont, IL, February 22 

Newsboys
Val Air Ballroon, Wes DesMoines, IA, February, 23

Martina McBride
Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI • Saturday, Feb. 24

Tom Jones
The Meadows, Altoona, IA • March 12

Riverdance
Des Moines Civic Center, DesMoines, IA • March 14

Nick Lullo Presents:
“Laugh Tour 2008!” 
Friday, January 11, 2008, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: Main Floor $19.50, Balcony $17.50

American Trust/ Wendy’s 
Men’s Basketball Classic 
February 9, 2008 All Day Event 
Five Flags Arena

Frank and Dean Show
A tribute to Ole’ Blue Eyes & Ole’ Red Eyes
February 16, 2008, 7:30 p.m.
Five Flags Theater, Tickets: $34, $29, $24

WWE Smackdown & ECW Present
Sunday, March 9, 7 PM
Tickets: $60, $40, $30, $20  (On sale Feb. 9 at 10 am)

http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Arts?
http://www.dubuque365.com/stage/browse/Arts?
http://www.fiveflagscenter.com
http://www.fiveflagscenter.com


Double Down
by Bob Gelms
 
James Patterson is in trouble.
 
With the recent release of Double Cross, 
the 13th Alex Cross novel, he has pub-
lished six books in the last year. All but 
Double Cross were co-written with three 
different writers. I’m a big fan of Patter-
son’s Alex Cross novels and my wife is a 
big fan of everything else he writes 
… except lately. For the very first 
time she expressed disappointment 
in two of the “non-Alex-Cross nov-
els” he published in the last year. I 
think I know why. He has employed 
co-writers for five of the last six 
books, and all they have managed 
to do is to water down what it is 
about Patterson’s talent that makes 
readers buy his books.
 
I didn’t know exactly how bad this 
was until I read an interview with 
one of his co-authors, who pro-
ceeded to explain how the process 
worked. Patterson writes an outline 
of the plot and some short charac-
ter descriptions. He sends this to his 
co-writer, who then actually writes 
the book. The co-writer sends the 
manuscript back to Patterson, who 
makes suggestions. The manuscript 
is sent back to the co-writer to do 
the final draft.

 Currently, Patterson is doing this sort of 
thing with all of his books, including a 
new series featuring Michael Bennett, a 
detective with ten kids. The only books 
Patterson has written all by himself are 
the Alex Cross novels.  On his other 
works, in the last few years Patterson has 
worked with six different writers on, by 
my count, eight different books. Now, 
the co-authors get credit, and nobody is 
saying that Patterson does all the work 
himself, but it does call into question 

whether or not James Patterson fans are 
getting their money’s worth.
 
The painful fact is that the co-written 
books are not anywhere nearly as good 
as the books Patterson writes by himself.  
The interview I read suggested that Pat-
terson had so many ideas flying out of 
his head that he just didn’t have time to 
physically write them all and, therefore, 
needed to partner up with another writer. 
The co-authors, of course, were deliri-
ously happy to be working with one of 
the four or five most successful writers 
on the planet.
 
Methinks I nose something rotten here, 
either down the hall or in the state of 
Denmark. Mr. Patterson has decided 
that he is, or more kindly, someone has 
convinced him that he has be-
come, less a writer and more of 
a brand…like, say, Microsoft or 
General Electric. As such, all he 
has to do is stick his name on 
the cover of a book and, pres-
to, a bestseller. Looking at the 
publishing schedule for 2008, 
he could have a book coming 
out every 2 or 3 months. That 
would mean, in a 2 year period, 
he will have published about 12 
novels.
 
The average American reads 
about eight or nine books a 
year. I guess all of them could 
be written by James Patterson, 
but not at hacienda del Gelms.
 
Maybe Patterson thinks that 

those of us who read the 
Cross novels don’t read 
the Murder Club novels 
(I don’t), and those of us 
who read the Murder Club 
novels don’t read the Cross 
novels (my wife doesn’t). If 
there isn’t much crossover 
(no pun intended) then his 
strategy could turn out to 
be very lucrative. After all, many 
writers have written under their 
own names and used pseudonyms 
to avoid this kind of burnout or to 
write in different genres so as not 
to confuse their audience. Anne 
Rice is a good example of a writer 
who wrote a series of erotic nov-
els under several pseudonyms and 
the vampire novels under her real 
name.
 
Happily for Alex Cross fans, James 
Patterson focuses all his talent on 
this series without a coauthor. The 

new one, 
D o u b l e 
Cross, isn’t 
the best Cross 
novel in the 
series, but if 
you are a fan, 
it will not dis-
appoint you.
 
For me, the most in-
teresting antagonist Alex Cross has 
ever faced is Kyle Craig. At the end of the 
last novel featuring Kyle Craig, Violets 
Are Blue, Cross caught Craig, but didn’t 
kill him. I thought, at the time, that Pat-
terson was saving him for another novel. 
Well here it is … sort of. Patterson isn’t 
done with the Cross/Craig connection 
just yet, but soon, I hope.

Double Cross mostly deals with a socio-
path called the Audience Killer. He con-
cocts gruesome murders that are carried 
out in front of large audiences. This is 
new twist, as is the idea Kyle Craig has 
from inside his super maximum security 
prison cell to team up with the Audience 
Killer to exact vengeance on Alex Cross.
 
If you have never read an Alex Cross nov-
el, don’t start here, go get Along Came A 
Spider, but if you are a fan, then this is 
well worth the price of admission. Cross 
my heart and hope to buy … any book 
Patterson writes with Alex Cross in it.

WHAT SAYETH THE BOB... SO SAYETH THE WORLD!
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e-mail Bob:

robertgelms@mchsi.com



Get Serious
Up until today, you’ve thought about it 
and dreamed about it. You know what 
you want, now make the decision to get 
serious. Go big or go home. Make the 
commitment to do whatever it takes to 
reach your dream. Make up your mind 
to go all the way. Extraordinary events 
begin to happen once you decide that 
“Fail or succeed, by gum, I’m going to 
give it my best shot.” Don’t fool around 

anymore; get serious and your life will 
forever be different.

Matt Booth, MAC, is a highly sought after 
speaker, and trainer, who works with 
individuals, organizations and business 
that wish to improve productivity and 
profitability. To sign up for his monthly 
ezine, email subscribe@mattbooth.com. 
To inquire about getting Mattitude in 
person, email matt@mattbooth.com.

Contact Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.

1% Mattitude Improvement Tip
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GET SERIOUS ABOUT GETTING SERIOUS.

The Value of No
No is a priceless word in your vocabu-
lary. This little word adds big value to 
your life. Saying no will help you be 
more productive and reduce stress. No 
sets limits about what you will or will 
not do. It allows you to focus on the 
things you say yes to. 

Life is full of demands and opportuni-
ties. If you constantly say yes to the 
demands of your life, you forfeit the 
opportunities of your life. You’ll glum-
ly spend your time helping others ac-
complish their agendas. Learning to 
say no is one of the biggest favors you 
can do for yourself. That little word can 
free you from burdens. There are times 
when you simply have too much go-
ing on to stay productive. Even if you 
think you can, you really can’t do it 
all. In order to stay focused on your 
agenda, rather than someone else’s, 
start telling them no. If you say yes to 
everything that is asked of you, you’ll 
only burnout. The use of no increases 
the value of your yeses. 

Don’t confuse rejection of a request 
with rejection of the person making 
the request. Saying no doesn’t mean 
you don’t like the person; you’re just 
refusing their current request. The 
phrase “I’ll try to be there” in re-
sponse to a party invitation is giving 
yourself an excuse to avoid a commit-
ment. It doesn’t do anyone any favors. 
Others depend on your no just as they 
do your yes. Answering with a maybe 
is inconsiderate.

You have the right to say no. No is 
not a dirty or selfish word. Be polite, 
be firm and say no. Don’t raise your 
voice or become upset, simply say 

that you cannot help this time. When 
you say no, say it straightforward and 
with confidence. When you say no to 
a request, you are creating space to 
say yes to something else. To remain in 
control of your time and life and mini-
mize stress, you must say no. It can be 
hard, and you may feel badly about it, 
but in the end you’ll be happier, you’ll 
get more done and the people you live 
and work with will actually be better 
off for it as well. You’ll find it easier to 
say no if you:

- Realize the value of your time
- Know your priorities.
- Have and review written goals.
- Practice saying no.
- Don’t apologize for saying no.
- Stop being so gosh darn nice.

No is a priceless word in your 

vocabulary and adds big value to 
your life. Learning to say no will re-
duce stress and help you be more pro-
ductive. Each time you say yes to a de-
mand in your life, you are saying no to 
an opportunity in your life. Be happy 
and get yourself a long list of nos and 
focus on a short list of yeses.

JANUARY 10 - 23
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NOTHING BETTER THAN A BUDWEISER AND A HOT TUB
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Feelin’ Hot, Hot, Hot?
by Jeff Stiles

The week before Christmas, I received an 
end-of-the-year holiday letter from Ivey 
Watkins, a girl who graduated from high 
school with me in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Those of us here in the frigid Midwest 
have no idea how good we actually have 
it. Ivey and her military husband Brian re-
side on the outskirts of Fairbanks, Alaska, 
in the same “North Pole” town to which 
letters to Santa are delivered each year.

The morning Ivey sent out her email, it 
had been -36F when she took her son 
Nathaniel to school. It actually had been 
that cold for several days, and the fore-
casters were calling for the temps to re-
main that bitter into the following week. 
The ice was an inch thick on the inside of 
the windows of their home, and she said 
huge fans were being used to blow hot air 
toward vehicles stopped at checkpoints 
outside the local military base.

A good time of the year to stay indoors, 
I say.

•••

The temps “down south” here in good-
ole Dubuque felt like around -36 degrees 
Fahrenheit when my wife and I went out 
to our hot tub together last week, but in 
reality it was probably closer to 0—and 

there were no layers of ice on the win-
dow panes inside our house. Still, the lay-
er of frozen snow and ice on the floor of 
the deck sent chills up our legs and into 
our spines as we walked outside, and we 
weren’t sure whether the bright light we 
saw in the sky was the full moon or the 
chills messing with our brains.

Yeah, I know, it sounds insane, and it 
probably was—though walking barefoot 
through snow and ice to sit in a contain-
er filled with 300 gallons of 102-degree 
water for half an hour is something you 
quickly forget about when rolling around 
in the snow afterwards.

Our outdoor hot tub is actually a wed-
ding gift Mindy and I got each other last 
summer. And back when we had it in-
stalled in July, my wife and kids couldn’t 
comprehend the thrill of soaking in a tub 
of nearly boiling water when it was 97 
degrees outside.

“Just wait until December gets here,” I as-
sured them. “Hot tubs are pretty awesome 
once the outdoor temperature gets below 
freezing—and TOTALLY awesome when 
the temps hit the single digits and below.”

My wife—as my daughter Aletheia often 
does whenever I express an unbelievable 
opinion—merely rolled her eyes.

“Seriously!” I continued. “Two winters 
ago I took a dip in the hot tub of some 

friends down in Iowa City when it was 
around 0 degrees outside, and when we 
got out we left ice-shaped footprints be-
hind as we walked across the patio and 
back in the house. But the weird thing 
was, we didn’t feel cold at all.”

Well, I’m thrilled to let everyone know my 
wife and kids have finally come around 
to my way of thinking: The colder it is 
outside, we all now agree (after recover-
ing from the sharp pains of lowering our 
freezing bodies into the heated tub, of 
course), the more wonderful it is to relax 
into water that is about 4 degrees warmer 
than our body temperature.

Besides, the colder and (therefore) steam-
ier it gets, the more vivid the multi-col-
ored beams that stream down from the 
light hanging over our outdoor tub.

•••

When I asked my friends Bill and Karen 
last October if they were enjoying their 
backyard hot tub—which a group of us 
had soaked in one evening last summer—
they told me they were actually about to 
put it away for the winter.

“What?!” I responded with incredulity. 
“Winter is absolutely the best time to 
venture outdoors to soak in a tub of hot 
water!”

That is, unless you live on the outskirts of 
Fairbanks, Alaska.

LifeStiles



I COULD EAT SOUP ALL WINTER.
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Your New Year’s 
Resolutions
 
It has been estimated that nearly 70% of 
people who make resolutions will aban-
don them within three months. Why? 
Many people make resolutions that are 
impossible to keep. This year, make one 
of these long-lasting resolutions from the 
Hy-Vee Dietitians. 

• Read labels. Don’t 
just buy a product be-
cause the package says 
“reduced fat,” “light” or 
“sugar-free.” Take the 
time to compare the Nu-
trition Facts Panel of two 
or three different prod-
ucts. Look first at the serv-

ing size, then compare calories. Next, 
compare the nutrients that are of most 
concern to your personal health needs. 
You may find that the fat-free product 
you are buying also has twice the sugar 
and sodium as the regular product! You 
may find that you could save yourself 
170 calories by choosing a different type 
of yogurt! The nutrition label is your best 
defense in the grocery store - but you 
have to take the time to use it! 

• Try something NEW 
at least once a month. 
Chances are, you are 
stuck in a rut of buy-
ing and eating the same 

things. Trying new prod-
ucts and recipes will help 

keep you interested in a healthful eat-
ing pattern. Take a little more time in the 
grocery store to discover new products. 
You’ll be surprised at what you may find 
- a new low-sodium marinade, a new 

juice blend or a low-calorie stir-fry 
mix. Use our “Weekly Menu Sugges-
tions” brochure for new recipes and 
meal ideas. 

• Drink more water. Wa-
ter keeps our skin clear 
and our kidneys clean. It 
is important for flushing 
toxins out of our system 
and it also aids in the 
absorption of important 
vitamins and minerals. 
Put down the coffee and 
soda and aim for six to 
eight 8-ounce glasses of 
water each day. Fill a wa-
ter bottle or a pitcher with 
water at the beginning of 

the day to help you keep track of your 
water intake. 

Score Big with your 
Friends on the 
Big Game Day!
The big game is just around the corner.  
Where will you watch it?  If you’d like to 
host a party but don’t have a lot of time, 
energy or creativity to make it a hit, try 
some of the following simple ideas.

Think Theme. Each team has its own col-
ors and mascots so find out what they are 
and buy colorful tablecloths, napkins, 
plates and streamers.  Even balloons 
would instantly make your room festive 
and exciting.  

Think Space. How big your TV room is 
will determine how many friends you 
can invite.  If you ask for an RSVP, you 

can better determine how much chili to 
make.

Think Food. Do you want finger foods 
and snacks or do you want to make a big 
spread with your favorite tailgate foods?  
Either way will work.  If you go with fin-
ger foods, you can even ask each person 
to being one along with them.  A big pot 
of game-day chili might be just the ticket 
for a chilly February day.  How about a 
potato bar?  Try the recipes below.  Re-
member to get plates, bowls, spoons, 
forks, crackers, shredded cheese and 
sour cream.

Think Sides. What else should you pre-
pare with the chili?  How about a tray of 
fruit or vegetables with dip?  Even though 
you can make these yourself, if you’d like 
to save time and energy, just pick one up 
at your local grocery.  They’re well-done, 
easy and good for you!  Another easy 
choice is tortilla chips and salsa.

Think Beverages. If you’re thinking 
beer right now, be sure to also have 
plenty of non-alcoholic drinks avail-

able, and for those who do drink alco-
hol, help them drink responsibly.  Desig-
nate a driver who’s not drinking.  

Think Safety. We’re not talking about 
scoring two points.  We’re thinking about 
food safety!  Throughout food prepara-
tion, remember to separate raw meat and 
poultry from cooked foods, wash your 
hands often, use a meat thermometer to 
ensure meat is cooked properly and store 
leftovers in a cooler within two hours.

Turkey White Bean Chili
Serves 7

All you need:
1 lb ground turkey breast 
1 medium onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
Salt and  Pepper, to taste 
2 cups chicken broth 
2 cans (15 oz each) beans, undrained 
1 can (4 oz) diced green chilies, undrained 
1 tsp oregano 
1 tsp cumin 
1/2 tsp cayenne pepper 

All you do: 
1. In a large saucepan, combine turkey, 
onion and garlic. Cook until onion is ten-
der, about 5 minutes. 

2. Stir in remaining ingredients. Cover; 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer 10 
minutes. 

Nutrition information per serving: 190 
calories, 20 g carbohydrate, 25 mg cho-
lesterol, 8 g dietary fiber, 1.5 g fat, 23 g 
protein, 0 g saturated fat, 740 mg sodi-
um, 1 g sugar, 0 g trans fats.

Game Day Potato Bar
Serves 8.

All you need:
8 medium russet potatoes, 
washed and dried
1/2 cup Hormel™ chili with beans
1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1/2 cup fresh broccoli florets
1/2 cup Hy-Vee salsa
1/2 cup reduced-fat sour cream

All you do: 
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 

2. With a fork, pierce each potato 

2 or 3 times. 

3. Place on a baking pan and bake 60 
minutes or until tender. 

4. Serve with an assortment of warm 
chili, cheese, broccoli, salsa and sour 
cream. 

Nutrition information per serving: 240 
calories, 41 g carbohydrate, 15 mg cho-
lesterol, 5 g dietary fiber, 5 g fat, 8 g pro-
tein, 220 mg sodium, 2 g sugar.
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PLATTEVILLE IS FULL OF BIG IDEAS

Mean Girls
Like many Iowans who turned out in 
record numbers last week to caucus, I too 
ventured into the unfamiliar territory of 
our right to assemble. As a first-timer, I was 
curious about the process and wanted to 
experience firsthand this unique form of 
democracy.  (Frankly, I didn’t have a clue 
what a caucus was, and I needed to clear 
up the confusion for myself.  Of course 
what I later learned is that the picture in 
my mind’s eye differed greatly from my 
actual experience, which is to say that 
to caucus for my candidate is not the 
mundane task I though it would be).  So, I 
set out, optimistic and enthusiastic about 
the prospect of supporting my candidate 
of choice. What I quickly learned was 
that I had just walked into a potential 
powder keg of confrontation. What fun, 
and me, who hates confrontation.  

I immediately wonder, “How long will 
this take”?  

Let me first say, that the political process 
is anything but politically correct. I 
immediately spotted the “busy-bods” 
with their head-to-toe show of support 
for their candidate, scurrying about, 
trying to get a jump start to the evening’s 
events. However, it was also clear that 
not everyone wanted to be there, but in 
an obligatory show of maturity, here we 
all were. As the process began unfolding 
I was suddenly transported back in 
time to junior high, where popularity 
balanced dangerously on the loyalty of a 
few key players.  Yet this was a gathering 
of neighbors and friends for whom under 
normal circumstances, neighborly and 
friendly behavior would prevail. Instead, 
there was an air of uneasy tension and I 

quickly realized this would indeed be an 
eye-opening experience.

As the final instructions were being 
doled out and the anxiety level was 
sufficiently raised to an explosive state, 
we were ready to caucus. Instructed by 
a lovely woman who explained in great 
detail what we needed to do and how, 
she sent us off with an “as Jesus said…” 
statement.  I don’t remember what 
Biblical quote came next because I was 
gasping for air, fearing a long, drawn-out 
debate about the separation of church 
and state, or at the very least a public 
lynching. Either way, time-consuming.  
Everyone is tired, nobody really wants to 
be there, but realizing it is important we 
braved the cold anyway.  We all want it 
to be over, short and sweet.   

Relegated to our corner of choice, it is 
here where the fun begins.  The zealots, 
I mean impassioned caucus goers, mill 
around looking for stray sheep along the 
periphery.  I too become over-inspired 
as I try to ward off these encroaching 
predators asking them to please not 
invade our circle of trust.  (Circle of 
trust?  Do I actually know more than two 
people in this group?  The answer is no, 
but there’s nothing like a good debate to 
build instant camaraderie among perfect 
strangers.) And then there’s a little more 
manipulating, jockeying for position and 
just plain begging for more warm bodies 
in an effort to bolster numbers to make a 
candidate viable, and time runs out.  

Honestly, it was quite a sight to behold. 
It reminded me of a 5th-grade girl’s 
slumber party gone bad. Really bad. 
There wasn’t any biting or hair-pulling, 
but had this event lasted longer, I’m 
certain several caucus-goers would have 
been escorted away in handcuffs.  O.K., 
I’m exaggerating, but as I was walking 
home that night I came to appreciate the 
dedication and loyalty it takes to stand 
up in a public forum for your man, or, 
uh, woman.  Life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness are not rights that you can 
pick up at a drive-thru window.  Rather 
they must be fought for, even if we 
resemble mean girls at a slumber party.

JANUARY 10 - 23

The Mississippi Mug coffee 
house has accepted the Go Green 
Challenge and has pledged to take 
the following three action steps.

1.  We continue to seach for and use 
the most environmentally friendly to 
go cups.  Our hot cups are insulated 
with a 99% post recycled paper and 
our cold cups are made of corn and 
are 100% compostable!!!
 
2.  We search for products that are 
organically grown as well as shade 
grown varieties of coffee to offer for 
our retail customers.

 

3.  We are huge on recycling all of 
our plastic, paper, and aluminum 
products.  We throw very little away.  
We even use our grounds for com-
post in our flower beds!

Congratulations to Valerie and her 
staff for the efforts. They were living 
the pledge already and that’s worth a 
tip of our hat!

Can you make the pledge?
Visit Dubuque365.com and look for 
the “Go Green” link. Tell us your 
organizations top three “Go Green” 
action step. Take the challenge to 
your team!
 
365 and the Diamond Jo casino will 
highlight one local “Go Green” 
organization every 
issue in 2008. 365

http://www.2000movies.com
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                           I GOT YOUR SUDOKU RIGHT HERE PAL!

 WELCOME TO OUR ALL NEW TIME-KILLING 365 PUZZLE PAGE
JANUARY 10 - 23
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SUDOKU TRI-DOKU

1. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in each of the NINE LARGE triangles.
2. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the OUTERMOST triangle.
3. The numbers 1-9 must be placed in the three legs of the INVERTED INNER triangle.
4. No two neighboring (touching) cells may contain the same number.

All puzzles @2007-08 
King Features Synd., Inc. 
World Rights Reserved.M
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YOU KNOW YOU ARE BIG TIME WHEN YOU GET YOUR NAME ON M&M’S

Dear Trixie: 
No one believes me when I say that 
space aliens have implanted a listen-
ing device in my nose. It has a direct 

hook-up to the intergalactic star command module and I’m 
receiving messages right now. Unfortunately, I am unable to 
decode this information. Trixie, please help!$hD98UUt-=ff-
Wq2wwooff5. It could be the answer to all of life’s myster-
ies! Please translate.  --Room 291 2West 

Dear Room 291: 
Sweet pickle relish adds zip to every summer meal. It’s also 
a great garnish! 

Dear Trixie: 
I’m a flirt. I’ll admit it. I’ve always been a flirt and I’m sure I’ll 
always be one. I’ll flirt with a chubby bank teller, a skinny 
waitress, even a female cop. I can’t help it, I love women. 
Young, old, it doesn’t make any difference to me. I like to 
flirt with them all. My problem is my wife Carol. She seems 
to think flirting is some form of cheating or that it means I 
don’t love her. Could≠ you please explain it to her? She’ll 
listen to you.  --Just a Flirter 

Dear Carol: 
Some men flirt because they feel insecure. Some men flirt 
because they are going bald or feel old. Some men flirt be-
cause they feel life is passing them by. Some men flirt be-
cause they just can’t help it. These men are called pigs and 
your husband is one of them. I recommend seeing a thera-
pist or drinking heavily. Make sure the life insurance pre-
mium is paid before you kill him. Good luck, dear. You’re 
going to need it. 

Dear Trixie: 
I’d like to buy a pair of those edible panties but I’m con-
cerned about calories. What exactly is the fat content on a 
jelly thong?  --Unsigned 

Dear Unsigned: 
That depends on who’s wearing them. 

Dear Trixie: 
My friends all say I need to see a counselor or therapist be-
cause I’m always bummed out. How can you tell if you are 
actually clinically depressed?  --Need To Know Bad 

Dear Need To Know: 
Count the Hostess Ding Dong wrappers in your bed. If there 
are more than nine, make an appointment.

Dear Trixie: 
What is up with socks? I put an even number into the wash-
er and by the time they come out of the dryer I’ve lost like 
three! I went so far as buying 40 pairs of identical socks so 
they’d ALL match, and here I am down to like 17 socks. Do 
they escape during the spin cycle? --Almost Crazy 

Dear Almost Crazy: 
You know how you’ll be driving down the street and there’s 
that one shoe sitting off on the shoulder? Or how you’ll buy 
ink pens and disposable lighters and the next day they’re 
gone? And you know how sometimes real late at night be-
fore you fall asleep and you think you might be insane? 
Well you are. The aliens only take the socks and pens and 
lighters from the crazy ones.
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Sudoku            Tri-Doku

Crossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS from page 27

Cryptoquip

Even Exchange

Mega 
Maze

THE ANSWERS Questions on Page 6

1. The record for Iditarod victories is 5, held 
by Rick Swenson.

2. B, a sled dog racer is traditionally known 
as a musher.

3. C, albedo is the percentage of light an ob-
ject reflects. Snow has a high albedo, while 
water’s is low.

4. True, an igloo melts on the inside, but very 
slowly.

5. C, there is enough water vapor in the air 
to cover the Earth in 3 feet of snow.

6. B, on average, Rochester, NY, sees 94 inch-
es of snow a year.

7. A, snow is transparent -- it’s simply a col-
lection of ice crystals.

8. C, the greatest snowfall in Phoenix’s his-
tory is a whopping inch.

9. True, it has snowed in Hawaii.

10. It doesn’t matter how you check 
Dubuque365.com -- Do it Every Day!

Dr. Skrap’s completely useless
HOROSCOPES

    ARIES You’ll go to the store to buy a $400 
dryer and come home with a $1400 washer/dryer set with all 
the bells and whistles. You can’t quite remember buying them, 
but there’s a receipt in your hand, a splitting headache and 
you’re walking delicately bow-legged. Welcome to commission 
sales.

TAURUS You are hoping to do Lighten Up Iowa, but when 
they offer a free t-shirt and don’t have sizes larger than XL, 
you will get dismayed and eat a dozen Krispy Kremes because 
you assume they have written you off, fatty. 

GEMINI If someone gives you ten-thousand-to-one odds on any-
thing you take it. It doesn’t matter what it is, YOU TAKE IT. If Ozzy 
Osbourne ever wins an Oscar, you will be a very rich person.

CANCER You know the world is nearing the end when you 
get a telemarketing call, not trying to sell you something, but 
imploring you want to call a phone number if you want to 
hear about their special offers. You are not dreaming, they 
are really doing that now. By the way, if you actually call the 
number, you deserve to have Jack Bauer end your world.

LEO The caucus is over. Start getting mean to anyone who 
calls you from a political campaign. It’s time to not matter 
until October. Enjoy it, because the fall is going to be insane.

VIRGO When you’re walking down the street, just imagine 
that there’s a guy behind you playing the bass line from Sein-
feld. You’ll instantly gain a brand-new swagger, attract women 
and look completely ridiculous.

LIBRA You want to ask that good lookin’ person across the bar 
if you can buy them a drink, hoping it will lead to conversation 
and who knows what else. But just when you think you have the 
confidence to make your move, someone else informs you that 
they are not a viable candidate for your affections and you have 
to find someone else reasonably hot enough to proposition. And 
they’ll never know you were hot for them. Is this America?

SCORPIO Let’s face it: Villains are so much cooler than heroes. 
So become a villain. Steal taxi cabs from little old ladies and 
kick over shopping carts in parking lots. Just make sure you 
have a cool outfit when you do it. Villains are worthless with-
out cool outfits. And good evil laughs. Avoid sidekick status.

SAGITTARIUS If you can somehow get a woman to both fall 
madly in love with you and get you fired from the workplace 
... good lord, man, stay away from her. How is that ever a 
good idea?

CAPRICORN The easiest way to provide a great cover story 
for your quirky habits is to claim that they’re habits you picked 
up from your parents. Remember that the next time you enjoy 
peanut-buttered toast dipped in coffee in public.

AQUARIUS The old traditional ways of pranking friends (and 
enemies) are so yesterday. If you want to get at someone, get 
him with a Super Soaker. One filled with rancid milk.

PISCES You will soon discover that text messaging is a great 
way to take a 30-second phone call and stretch it into 30 min-
utes of time-consuming typing on a ten digit pad to achieve the 
same result ... but at ten times the cost because you don’t have 
unlimited texting. Ain’t the advancement of technology swell?



major sports of football, volleyball, bas-
ketball, and track and field were covered 
by the school systems. Other than playing 
recreationally in a back yard, a neighbor-
hood playground, or at the local “Y” or 
boys club, for many of these athletes, sev-
enth grade was their first exposure to or-
ganized sports and recreation. Once kids 
started playing school sports, participation 
in activities outside of the school system 
was the exception rather than the norm. 

Now participation in activates outside of 
schools seem to be the norm rather than 
the exception. As the community has 
grown, more opportunity exists for kids 
and adults to be involved in recreational 
activities. However, the problem is that 
these organizations seem to have come 
into existence under the radar. Simply 

put, families do not truly know what is 
available or the proper people to contact.

The DSRF will provide area families 
with the opportunity to see what is 
available in the community. While 
the goal of the festival is to have all 
area sports and recreation organiza-
tions represented, for many reasons 
that simply will not be the case. 
However, the festival will have a 

strong majority of the local organizations 
represented. After all, this is an event 
held for the community.

Other than local non-profit organization, 
numerous area sports and recreation relat-
ed businesses will have booths at the event. 
Two large activity areas will play host to 

basic clinics. Clarke College will be host-
ing an activity center that will offer clinics 
to the festival attendees. Ron Jacobsmeier 
and the DBBL/DGBL organization will be 
hosting the basketball activity area. 

Additionally, several other main attrac-
tions will be conducted during this event. 
One of the most exciting events will be the 
Diamond Jo $100,000 Football Challenge. 
Entry forms for the Football Challenge will 

be handed out at the door.  At 4 p.m., a 
representative of the Diamond Jo Casino 
will select an entry form.  The person se-
lected must be 21 years old and be eligible 
to participate. A complete list of rules will 
be available at the Sports Festival. 

This will also be the event where fami-
lies can register their children for Little 
League Baseball. Little League was 
formed in 2001 and, other than the 
Dubuque Leisure Services Department, 
is the only baseball organization in the 
city of Dubuque that offers open registra-
tion for boys and girls. 

I’D LIKE TO WIN $100,000 IN FANTASY FOOTBALL
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JAYCEES
EVENT CALENDAR
Friday January 11: Emerging Artist Show & Auc-
tion, 5:30pm at the Carnegie-Stout Public Library. 
The Jaycees are assisting with this community 
fundraiser to benefit the Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library’s Capital Campaign. If you have any ques-
tions or are able to assist by serving wine, please 
contact Christy Monk at monkarch@hotmail.com.
 
Thursday January 17: General Membership 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. All mem-
bers/prospects are encouraged to attend.
 
Friday January 25: Pass The Gavel Dinner and 
Awards Banquet, 6:30 p.m. at Bittersweet Res-
taurant. $15 per person.  Please RSVP by noon 
Wed., Jan. 16 to Paula Connors (paulaconnors@
yahoo.com)  (563) 690-0320.  

Saturday, January 26, & Sunday, January 27: 
Big Boy Toy Show, TBA
 
Thursday January 31, 2008: Chili Social, 7:30 
p.m. at the JC Clubhouse 515 W. 8th Street. 
Awesome prizes will be awarded to participat-
ing winners & the winning recipe will be fea-
tured at the Tri-States Chili Cook-Off in October. 
Contact Michael at mwirzbach@dubuquebank.
com by Mon. Jan. 28 to RSVP.

Iowa Jaycees Year-End All State Convention: 
January 18-20 in Iowa City. If you are interested 
in joining the group from Dubuque or more infor-
mation contact Sara at sara.selchert@gmail.com.

Continued from page 4

Concluded on page 31

http://www.capricollege.com


I LAUGHED, I CRIED, I SOILED MYSELF.
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“LAUGH TOUR 2008!” 
Combining the Funny & Fantastic! 
Friday, January 11, 2008, 8 p.m.
Five Flags Theater, Tix: $19.50, $17.50 
Join us for a spectacular evening of  
comedy with Vince Carone, Tyron Foston, 
Steve Mulcahy and headlined by Mark Faje. 
Get more information at NickLullo.com.

Mike Toomey
Friday&Saturday, January 11&12, 9 PM
Arthur House, Platteville, WI
With his sharp delivery, quick wit, and 
identifiable style, Mike Toomey has been 
a favorite at comedy clubs and special 
events since 1982. Mike has appeared in 
concert with such names as Wayne New-
ton, Crosby, Stills and Nash, and Reba 
McEntire. He has performed on numer-
ous television programs including: HBO’s 
U.S. Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen, Col-
orado; MTV’s Half Hour Comedy Hour; 
and A&E’s Comedy on the Road.

MIKE ARMSTRONG
Wednesday, January 16, 9 PM
Bricktown Entertainment Complex 
He’s an ex-cop - “I’d stop cars and warn 
the speeding drivers about the speed traps 
up ahead. I think that when I quit the po-
lice department three other cops lost their 
jobs. They simply didn’t need that many 
internal affairs officers anymore!” His reb-
el attitude transfers to the stage as he takes 
issues in everyday life and turns them into 
hilarious observations leaving audiences 
gasping for breath. You may have seen 
him in the movie A League of Their Own.

CHRIS BARNES
Saturday, January 19, 9 PM
Arthur House, Platteville, WI 
When he was six years old, Chris Barnes 
already knew he wanted to be a stand-up 
comedian. Barnes can be best described 
as a high-energy comic that will take an 
audience and keep them laughing as he 

interprets his experiences of life. Barnes 
is also the man of many faces; his person-
ality and facial expressions will bring an 
audience to life. In 1993 Barnes was the 
Young Artist Grant winner awarded by the 
Performing Arts Center (PAC) in Milwau-
kee. Barnes has worked and laughed with 
such people as John Mendoza, JJ Jimmy 
Walker, Andrew Dice Clay, Sinbad, Bill 
Cosby, and many others. It’s no surprise 
Barnes has become a national headliner.

TIM WALKOE
Wednesday, January 23, 9 PM
Bricktown Entertainment Complex
Tim Walkoe Live from Las Vegas! Wheth-
er starring as the Mayor on Fox’s “Mur-
der in Small Town X” or headlining at the 
Tropicana in Las Vegas, this is an act not 
to be missed! Tim has appeared in con-
cert with Joe Cocker, The Beach Boys, 
Whitney Houston & Chuck Berry. Ladies 

& gentlemen, a very funny man! This is an 
outstanding evening of music & comedy. 

JIM WAND
Friday, January 25, 
9 PM
Bricktown Enter-
tainment Complex
Back by popular de-
mand it’s the return 
of Master Hypnotist 
Jim Wand in an all 
new adults only X-
Rated show. This is 
the must see show. 

GARY OLSEN’S 

HIGHER EDUCATION



365INK: EVEN BETTER WHEN WRAPPED IN BACON
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The Dubuque Community School District 
wellness educators will be conducting 
their Sports Stacking competition at this 
event. You can read more about sports 
stacking on page 10 of this edition. Ed 
Glaser will give you some insightful infor-
mation on this activity that is giving kids 
another opportunity to have fun and enjoy 
physical activity and competition.

The DSRF will play host to the first sports 
memorabilia show to the city of Dubuque 
in at least five years. Dave Orr of Tri-State 
Baseball Cards & Shows will be conducting 
this exciting event. If you have 
been away from card collecting 
over the past several years or 
are looking to start a new hobby 
with your kids, come out to this 
show to relive some memories 
or get up-to-date on the new 
trends in the industry. Read my 
story on page 8 in this issue to 
see how I got involved in sports 
card collecting. 

Another exciting event is the Video Games 
Etc! Xbox360 video game tournament. 
Video Games Etc! will be conducing this 
tournament that will be giving away a first 
place prize Nintendo Wii. Second and 
third place prizes will include gift certifi-
cates to Video Games Etc!.

While you are at the event, you will have 
the opportunity to watch several area orga-
nizations perform. To date, the Jazzy Jump-
ers, Clarke College Dance Team, Dubuque 
Karate Club, Studio5678, Dubuque Dance 
Studio, the Claddagh School of Irish 
Dance, and others will be performing. If 
your group would like to perform, be sure 
to call to book a time on stage.

This event would not be possible with out 
the support of area businesses. Sponsors 
for this event are Diamond Jo Casino, Ra-

dio Dubuque, Dubuque Bank & 
Trust, Clarke College, Dubuque 
Regional Sports Commission, Vid-
eo Games Etc!, Tri-State Baseball 
Cards and Shows, Tri-State Sport-
sLook, TEAM Dubuque‘, Burger 
Chiropractic, Medical Associates 
Clinics and Health Plans, Sustain-
able Land Development Interna-
tional and 365. 

If you are looking to get involved or get 
your family involved, the Dubuque Sports 
& Recreation Festival is your opportunity. 
Mark January 19 on your calendar and get 
out and be active. If you would like more 
information or want to consider a booth 
for your business or organization, please 
call Jay Schiesl at 690-2045 or e-mail at 
jschiesl@teamdubuque.org.

Jay Schiesl (the coach pictured above) is the 
Excutive Director of Team Dubuque and editor 
and publisher of Tri-State SportsLook. TEAM 
Dubuque is an organzation that strongly sup-
ports community through sports and recretion. 
Tri-State SportsLook is the official magazine of 
TEAM Dubuque and focuses its content on 
the active and healthy lifestyle of individuals 
and families in the Dubuque community.

Continued from page 29

http://www.grandharborresort.com



