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ARIS
(MAR 21-APR 19) :
Don't shy away from preconceived

notions of bad luck: black cats, broken mirrof's, having gratitude in the face of adversity and

sticking your hands inside a barn fan, using :
bleach to brush your teeth, drinking gravy for
seven out of eight meals a day, etc. In fact, :
take this opportunity to shine as brightly as
you can and not just from the glow your skin:
gives o from all the processed food you eat.§

TAURY

(APR 20-MAY 20) :

Come out of the haze you've beenf
in ever since you realize that Earth is just a
big ball of chemicals and everything in and
around it will someday shift into something
else that doesn’t include humanity. Have
a game night and eat some Cheetos.

GEMNNI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20)

Your harmonious nature is infectious,

as are the symptoms you've developed as :
patient zero for a new skin-eating disease.

Your natural charm will take you any place you
want to go, like the hospital or a remote islarid.
Accentuate the positive and make sure you'r}e

not breathing too heavily into anyone’s mouth.

CANCER

(JUNE 21-JULY 22)

Put your aggressions away and
laugh a little at how you managed to break all

of the dishes in your house when your favorijie

sports team lost the big game they were in.

Transfer that hard, caustic energy to something

more lighthearted, like self-loathing.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG 22)

It's a terri ¢ day for you sit back :
and cultivate the good parts of your attitude
instead of the parts that make you want
to smear tartar sauce on the undersides of :
all the remotes at Best Buy and then stand
around for hours watching people use them
and get their hands covered in tartar sauce. :

VRGO

(AUG 23-SEP 22)

Don't let other people’s drama
distract you from your true calling in life: not:

helping anyone with anything ever and acting likelE ENGAGES, ENTERTAINS AND EDUCATES
the entire world is a huge inconvenience to you. AUDIENCES AROUND THE WORLD.
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LIBRA
(SEP 23-0CT 22)
There’s something to be said for

also in the face of a giant robot programmed
devour the human razbeTthankful for the

simple chance to be crushed in its overheatihg

mechanical hand before being mulched in
favor of the new regime of robot overlords
is a gift that not many get to experience.

SCORPIO
(OCT 23-NOV 21)
Your lucky number is 31.

SAGTRARIG
(NOV 22-DEC 21)
In the newest law signed on by the
Federation odipbrous Government Entities,
breathing with your lungs is now itbegal. T
schedule your mandatory gill-reassignment
surgery, call your local hospital. Fines and
punishments will vary basedooBea T
Decided variable involving cosmic density.

CAPRICAR

(DEC 22-JAN 19)

The doldrums are over and its
time to pick yourself up from underneath
the bottom of the barrel and work your
way towards settling onto the bottom of
the barrel where you truly belong.

AQUARSJ
(JAN 20-FEB 18)
Terry will always be our sweet boy

PBCES

(FEB 19-MAR 20)

People will always appreciate the
look of reassurance you can give them wher
they potentially have nothing left or are havir
their true abilities squandered in a mostly
unrealized statevir be afraid to give power
to humankind and join up on a level of empal
where we can reclaim our oneness for ourse
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RYAN WERNER

RYAN WERNER IS A PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER,

ATTITUDE EXPERT AND PROBLEM SOLVER.
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| have about a half a dozen friends, book
buddies if you will, with whom | discuss
what’s hot and what’s not in the world

of literature. Two of my buddies are

con rmed fans of the historical novel.

| got reading suggestions from them
and acquired an interest in reading more
in the genre. Then, | found a copy of
The Wild Irish: A Novel of Elizabeth | and
the Pirate O’Malleyby Robin Maxwell.
Grace O’Malley is, by light years, my
favorite Irish person of all time. | was a
pile of iron lings and the genre, histori-
cal novels, was a big ole’ magnet.

So, | was loaded and charged up
when The Plantagenet Vendettdy
John Paul Davis came to my atten
tion. This is an historical novel with
quite a bit of added spice. It has a large
dose of “thriller” sprinkled all over it.

The historical and ctional elements
are blended together so well | started
checking myself on things | absolutely
knew were true. Here are some back
ground highlights, true and otherwise.

The chaos surrounding the heir to the
throne of England ran into an immense
speed bump in 1485. Richard Il had
reigned for two years. After a long series
of civil wars known as the War of the
Roses, Richard Il was killed in battle
and Henry VII captured the throne.

The House of York lost the throne
with the death of Richard IIl. They
secretly created an organization called
the Sons of York whose mandate was
to kill the o spring of every murderer
complicit in the death of Richard
IIlin order to retake the throne.

By the 1600s their seething passion
for revenge cooled and the Sons of York
went dormant. Since then, they strive to
take control of the UK, rid England of the
monarchy, and replace it with a demo
cratic form of government. | assume this
would include the peaceful dissolution of

thy Parliament, achieving, without exploe
lvessions, that which Guy Fawkes attempted

in 1605 with 30 casks of gunpowder in
the basement of the building housing
Parliament. In addition, the Sons of York
would like to gain control of the EU.
Skipping ahead to the present, the
current monarch, James lll, drops dead
under ba ing circumstances. Turning
up dead as well are two of his ministers
found in a burning car. Rising to the

investigative challenge is one Thomas
Winchester, youngest nephew to the
new King Edward and, as it happens, one
of MI5’s best agents. (MI5 is the sister
espionage division to James Bond’s MI16.)
Elsewhere, in the sleepy village of
Wooton-on-the-Moor, a beautiful teen-
age girl, Debra Harrison, goes missing
and is never found. About a week after
her disappearance, a disturbed teenage
boy, Luke Rankin, who had feelings for
Debra, is found hanging from a railroad
bridge in what the police consider a
suicide. Although there is no proof, most
people believe Luke killed Debra and then
himself. Since Debra’s body was never
found there is no proof of anything.
Wooton-on-the-Moor is a hotbed of
Yorkists. Walking right into the middle
of all this one year later is a TV reporter
from London, Jennifer Farrelly. She is
there to do background checks on the
one year anniversary of the story in
advance of the TV crew showing up to
do interviews. Nobody in the village
wants any of this revisited under any cif
cumstances. Jennifer develops a friend
ship with one of Debra’s friends and they
go snooping around an old York castle
and ancient church, the catacombs
of which prove to be awfully interest-
ing and also especially dangerous.
Thomas Winchester shows up, joins
forces with Jennifer, and things start to
get interesting. It looks as if everyone
is out to kill them whether or not they
deserve it. They, however, manage to
kill quite a few lads who do deserve it.
It seems the Sons of York are going to
astonishing lengths to keep something
secret and that secret appears to be in
the ruins of the York castle and church.
The Plantagenet Vendettaby John
Paul Davis is a humdinger, and | don’t
use that word lightly. And, if you like
this one, you'll absolutely lose sleep
reading his rst novel, The Templar
Agenda. It's a rocket on a roller coaster.
John Paul Davis owns the historical
thriller. He is as good as it gets. ,,
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Life Checking | Life Savings
‘ account.* [‘account.*

When you open a new Life Checking account, date night’s on us.

Enjoy a S100 Gift Certificate*
to your choice of one of these great restaurants:

PETE’'S THAI KITCHEN L.MAY EATERY
LOS AZTECAS GOOCH'S GREENHOUSE

ﬁs Premier Ready for life.

BANK

Time to switch? Get the combo. Visit premierbanking.bank/life | 563.588.1000




