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I think I get it now.
I’m a big Rush fan. I’ve mentioned that 

before. I don’t have any starman tattoos 
or kids or pets named Geddy or anything, 
but still, a pretty big fan. I had front row 
tickets to a Rush concert on their last 
tour in addition to the many other times 
I’ve seen them from the cheap seats. I 
even went to the last ever Rush show 
at the Forum in Los Angeles a couple 
of years ago. You know, I like Rush.

I’m also a musician and have toyed 
with many Rush songs along the way. 
Alex Lifeson is a hugely unrated guitarist. 
Trying to recreate his tones and sounds 
is very diffi  cult. I have never tried to, 
suggested or wanted to play Rush songs 
live in any band I’ve ever had. This is 
because in addition to being a big fan, 
I’m kind of a Rush snob too, in that, if you 
can’t do it right, don’t do it at all. I don’t 
really feel this about any other music or 
band out there. I mean, cover songs is 
what we do for a living when we’re play-
ing live locally. But for whatever reason, 
Rush done wrong is like fi ngernails on a 
chalkboard, which is funny because to 
some people Geddy Lee himself sounds 
like fi ngernails on a chalkboard. These 
people are twits and think Canadian 
Rock = Nickelback. Their opinions don’t 
matter in intelligence conversations. : )

Now lets talk about tribute bands. 
I’ve have seen scores of tribute bands 
over the years, some good, some bad. 
But I’ve never really judged a tribute 
band negatively because of the music 
they cover. Then again, I’ve not seen a 
Nickelback tribute band yet, so we’ll hold 
judgement on that topic for now. But, by 
in large, they do a great job. Sometimes 
they try to look like the bands, as is the 
case with most Beatles tribute bands. 
Or at least they don some wardrobe or 
instruments that are synonymous with a 
particular band, like Steve Perry’s red tux 
coat with tails for Journey cover bands. 
I think Journey cover bands have fi led a 
cottage industry in straight haired black 
wigs with bangs and ‘80s red tux coats 
with tails. It’s not the real thing, but in 
lieu of the real thing, it’s pretty good.

It’s harder to justify a tribute band 
when the real band themselves is still 
touring, but I get it. Those bands can’t 
hit every market or can’t get there too 
often and ticket prices may be such that 
some fans just can’t go. So this is the 
next best thing. And well, some people 
just love AC/DC so much that they can 
never get too much of a good thing.

Where tribute bands really bring 
the value is when the band they are 
paying tribute is no longer someone 
you can go see yourself. In some cases, 
the bands have been gone long enough 
that whole new generations of fans 
only have tribute bands as an option to 

see the music of their favorite perform-
ers live, such as Elvis, the Beatles or 
Led Zeppelin. For some people, they 
just miss going to the concerts they 
loved and this is as close as it gets now. 
Rush has entered that unenviable list.

I remember seeing Rush at Summer-
fest in Milwaukee a few years ago. I’m 
also a big enough Rush geek that when 
Neil Peart and his riding partner passed 
us on their motorcycles on the highway 
into Milwaukee a few hours before the 
show, I immediately recognized them 
from their riding gear. That’s just me 
geeking out. My point is that before they 
played, there was a Rush tribute band 
playing the smaller venue next door ear-
lier in the day. We went to check them 
out. It just wasn’t right. It was weird.

Fast Forward a decade and Neil Peart 
has hung up his drumsticks and funny 
hat and the Holy Triumvirate has gone 
silent. So if I want to see and hear Rush 
music live, I have to take my snob-
bish head out of the sand and go see a 
tribute band. There just happens to be 
a Rush tribute band coming to the Dia-
mond Jo the day after this issue hits the 
street, on Friday, June 1. They’re called 
Spindrift, named after a Rush song on 
a new album, one of the albums I don’t 
like nearly as much as the others. Points 
off  for picking a song title I don’t care for 
as your name. But also, I’ve seen them 
before. In fact, I’ve open for these guys.

I think Aaron Rainey, who manages the 
Mississippi Moon Bar, booked us to open 
for them just because he knew I was a 
Rush fan. He didn’t know at the time that 
I was a skeptical Rush snob. But also, they 
didn’t suck. In fact, they were excellent. 
And the guy can actually sing pretty 
damn close to Geddy Lee, and that’s not a 
easy thing for anyone in the world except 
maybe the lead singer of Coheed and 
Cambria. Color me impressed. Call me a 
Spindrift fan in fact. Eat my own words.

Now I’m “THAT” guy who goes and 
sees tribute bands of his favorite band 
because I can’t see my favorite band 
anymore. I get it. As Steve Stills put it, “If 
you can’t be with the one you love, honey, 
love the one you’re with!” IF you’re a Rush 
snob like me too who’d rather stay home 
caressing you vinyl (or steel) instead of 
going to a show, swallow your pride and 
go see these guys, or any tribute of a 
band you love. I’ll bet that you fi nd your-
self having a lot more fun than you would 
at home alone with that record. You 
might even fi nd other geeks like you who 
are happy to sit around and talk about 
the band. Except for that one guy who 
wants to talk about Ayn Rand and her 
infl unce on a 25-year-old Neil Peart, as if 
that’s at all relevant to the next 30 years 
of music or lyrics the guy wrote, PLEASE! 
Get over it! See you at the show! n
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EvEnts KEEP FIGHtInG, LIttLE Guy! sOOn, WE’LL RID tHE WORLD OF tBa!

BACK WAtERs 
stAGE COnCERts
sEvEnDUst: tHURsDAY, MAY 31 
KIP MOORE AnD LOCAsH: sAtURDAY, JUnE 2 
COLt FORD: sAtURDAY, JUnE 16 
7 PM @ Q CAsInO BACK WAtERs stAGE (1855 GREYHOUnD PARK RD)

Big time outdoor music is back for 
a third year at Q Casino as the Back 
Waters Stage, presented by American 
Trust, turns it up to an 11 with a great 
slate of country and rock headliners.

“I think it’s going to be a really good 
summer,” said Brian Rakestraw, Gen-
eral Manager of Q Casino. “I feel this is 
the best lineup yet in our third year. If 
these shows continue to do well then 
we can continue to bring in even big-
ger shows next year and other major 
events will choose to take advantage 
of our amazing outdoor stage.”

“We will be serving up ice-cold beer 
from our two great sponsors, which are 
7G Distributing and Matthews Distribut-
ing (that’s both Budweiser and Miller 
distributors from the uninitiated). We 
offer mixed drinks and wine, which 
you do not see, at most festival-style 
concerts. The selection will be great for 
our patrons. We also have a rotating 
set of food vendors from the Tri-State 
area serving up great things to eat at 
all of the shows. You can come hun-
gry and find something great to eat 
while you enjoy the great music.”

The Back Waters stage is located 
outdoors behind Q Casino. All events 
held on the Back Waters stage will go on 
rain or shine and are open to all ages. A 
Turpin Dodge VIP ticket gets you stage 
front access and a free drink! Children 
10 and under will receive free general 
admission expect for the Why Don’t 
We Show which is presented by Buzz 
Promotions. Children to this show will 
get free admission for 5 years and under.

It seems like the whole goal of 
these concerts is momentum—building 
momentum for Q Casino, for live music 

and for Schmitt Island as a destination. 
They continue to find success with their 
concerts; more ideas arise for the future.

For more information on all of 
the live music offerings at Q Casino, 
visit QCasinoAndHotel.com. n

UPCOMInG BACK WAtERs 
stAGE sHOWs

sevendust with Memphis May Fire, Fire 
From the Gods, and Madame Mayhem
THURSDAY, MAY 31 @ 7 PM

TICKETS: GA: $25/VIP: $45 

sevendust is an american alternative metal band 
from atlanta, Ga with three consecutive RIaa 
gold certified albums, a Grammy nomination, 
and have sold millions of albums worldwide. 
Metal from Memphis May Fire, Fire From the 
Gods, and Madame Mayhem opening the show.

Kip Moore and LOCAsH with Cale Dodds
SATURDAY, JUNE 2 @ 7 PM

TICKETS: GA: $50/VIP: $75

Kip Moore is an american country music singer-
songwriter whose debut album, Up All Night, 
was the best-selling debut album by a male in 
2012 and 2013. LOCasH fuses modern country 
and classic heartland rock with an edgy vocal 
blend. up-and-comer Cale Dodds opens the 
show featuring his single “take you Back.”

Colt Ford with Moonshine Bandits
SATURDAY, JUNE 16 @ 7 PM

TICKETS: GA: $35/VIP: $55

Colt Ford is an american country rap-
per, singer-songwriter, entrepreneur, and 
former professional golfer. supporting act 
Moonshine Bandits is an american country 
rap duo formed in California in 2003.

PHOTO: BOB FELDERMAN
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EvEnts CHECK Out OuR FaCEBOOK PaGE FOR yOuR CHanCE tO WIn tWO tICKEts tO MaGIC MEn LIvE!

MAKER’s FAIRE
sAtURDAY, JUnE 9
10 AM–5 PM @ nAtIOnAL MIssIssIPPI RIvER 
MUsEUM & AQUARIUM (350 E 3RD st)
The Museum & Aquarium celebrates creativity, 
craftsmanship, and ingenuity at the Maker’s Faire on 
Saturday, June 9. Enjoy demonstrators highlighting 
historic crafts like blacksmithing and woodwork-
ing, as well as modern electronics engineering 
and technology. Then join visit the Da Vinci exhibit 
to experience Da Vinci, the ultimate maker.

For more information, visit RiverMuseum.com. n

DUBUQUE PRIDE PICnIC
sUnDAY, JUnE 3
11:30 AM–5 PM @ FLORA PARK 
(2605 PEnnsYLvAnIA AvE)
Join Co Dubuque on June 3 for the Dubuque Pride 
Picnic! Food will be available as well as a bounce 
house. Open mic and LGBTQ+ awards follow and 
Lexi Parr wraps up the event with live music.

Games will available throughout event, as well 
as booths from Riverview Center, Multicultural 
Family Center, Crescent Community Health Cen-
ter, Prudential, the Visiting Nurse Association, and 
Hillcrest Family Services (HIV/Hepatitis C testing 
available on site). Copies of the book Facing Diver-
sity: LGBTQ+ Stories will be available, as well!

Food options include chicken, roast beef and 
vegan along with side dishes and drinks.

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and come cel-
ebrate with Pride! Free and open to all ages. 
For more information, visit CoDBQ.org n

MAGIC MEn LIvE
FRIDAY, JUnE 8
8 PM @ FIvE FLAGs AREnA (405 MAIn st)
Get ready for the ultimate ladies’ night! Magic Men 
Live is bringing a bigger, better, and hotter show 
than ever to the Five Flags Arena on Friday, June 
8! Favorite fantasies come to life through visual 
story lines, state-of-the-art lighting, sound design, 
theatrical performances, and next-generation 
special effects... and of course, abs. Lots of abs!

Tickets start at $22 and can be purchased at 
Ticketmaster.com and Five Flags Center box office, 
or charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Five Flags 
Center Box office hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. This is an 18+ event. For more 
information, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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tHURsDAY, MAY 31

Friends of Carnegie-stout 
Public Library Book sale
2:30–7:30 PM 

@ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

May 31 at 2:30–7:30 p.m. (members only), June 
1 at 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m., and June 2 at 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. take advantage of great prices 
on books, DvDs, CDs, collectables and specialty 
items. all proceeds benefi t library programs. 
sneak preview pre-sale to members only on 
May 31. Memberships will be available at the 
door for as little as $5.

Evening of Light
5 PM @ GRAND RIVER CENTER

national speaker Elizabeth smart will be the 
featured speaker at Riverview Center’s annual 
dinner. the abduction of Elizabeth smart 
was one of the most followed child abduc-
tion cases in recent history. smart will share 
her personal story and discuss overcoming 
extreme adversity, the importance and process 
of recovery, and not allowing your past to 
dictate your future. silent and live auction. 
EveningOfLight2018Tickets.Eventbrite.com.

Dine Out for Public schools
ten percent of sales at participating res-
taurants will be donated to the Foundation 
for Dubuque Public schools to fund grants 
for Dubuque Community school District 
programs—including takeout and delivery! 
Just mention “Dine Out for Public schools.” 
Participating restaurants include: adobo’s 
Mexican Grill, a&W, Caroline’s Restaurant, 
Dairy Queen, East Mill Bakeshop, Falbo Bros. 
Pizzeria, Fat tuesday’s, Fazoli’s, KFC, Magoo’s 
Pizza, subway, texas Roadhouse, town Clock 
Inn, and Wendy’s. DBQfoundation.org.

FRIDAY, JUnE 1

summer Farm toy show
NOON–6 PM @ NATIONAL FARM TOY 

MUSEUM & BECKMAN HIGH SCHOOL 

(DYERSVILLE, IA)

June 1 at noon–6 p.m. and June 2 at 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. Enjoy this two-day show of color-
ful farm toy fun. Buy, sell, and trade for your 
favorite brands. annual events include a display 
contest, farm toy model contest, and tractor 
parade through downtown. $5 adults; kids 12 
and under free. NationalFarmToyMuseum.com.

Relay For Life
6–11 PM @ WASHINGTON PARK

take part in an evening of celebration and 
remembrance. Highlights will include a dove 
release, entertainment, food, music, kids’ games, 
a silent auction, and a luminaria ceremony. the 
money raised supports american Cancer society 
programs in research, education, advocacy, 
and service-locally, statewide, and nation-
ally. Free. RelayForLife.org/DubuqueIA.

Arts on Point
MINERAL POINT, WI

June 1–3. the weekend will be a-fl utter with col-
orful fl ags by 22 art galleries and many unique 
shops with activities and open hours extending 
into Friday and saturday nights and sunday 
afternoons. all ages. Free. ArtsOnPoint.com.

sAtURDAY, JUnE 2

st. Luke’s tiff any Windows tour
9–11 AM@ ST. LUKE’S UMC

June 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. st. Luke’s united 
Methodist Church is hosting free tours 
of its 5th largest collection of tiff any 

Windows in the united states. st. Luke’s 
is celebrating 185 years of ministry in the 
community during 2018. Free, donationsl 
welcome. 1199 Main st. 563-599-4497.

strut Your Mutt
10 AM @ MURPHY PARK

this 25th annual event is the longest running 
dog-friendly walk; however, you do not need to 
bring your mutt to strut. the goal is to bring pet 
owners together to raise awareness, create 
memories, and raise funds for the animals at the 
Dubuque Regional Humane society. Check in at 
10 a.m.; walk at 11 a.m. $30. DBQhumane.org.

Ice show
3 PM @ MYSTIQUE ICE CENTER

Join the Dubuque skating academy for their 
annual spring performance as they travel 
down historic Route 66. all spectators are 
welcome to travel on an entertaining journey 
from Chicago to California, on ice! Watch in 
awe as the Dubuque skating academy dazzles 
you with their skating skills. Doors open at 
2:30 p.m. $5. 1800 admiral sheehy Dr.
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sUnDAY, JUnE 3

Illinois 200 Galena Family Festival
1–4 PM @ GALENA PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (GALENA, IL)

Join the Galena Public Library in celebrating the 
200th birthday of Illinois with free ice cream, live 
music from Lenny Wayne, magician Chris 
McBrien, kids’ games, historical interpreters and 
library tours. Bring blankets and folding chairs to 
relax on the lawn. 601 s Bench st, Galena, IL.

Music in the Gardens 
6:30 PM @ DUBUQUE ARBORETUM

sundays: June 3–august 26. Presented by the 
Dubuque arboretum or the Dubuque arts 
Council, these free summer concert series 
offers a wide variety of family-friendly music. 
Bring lawn chairs or blankets and your own pic-
nic and refreshments! June 3: Jim Busta Band; 
June 10: Ballyheigue. DubuqueArboretum.net.

tUEsDAY, JUnE 5

Fly-By-night Productions 
35th Anniversary Party
6-8 PM @ THE SMOKESTACK

Join Fly-By-night Productions as they 
celebrate 35 years of unique and engag-
ing theatrical experiences. Open to the 
public. Free. FlyByNightDubuque.com.

WEDnEsDAY, JUnE 6

Hydroponics: the Future of Food
6 PM @ CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Dubuque County Iowa state university 
Extension and Outreach Food systems 
Coordinator Brittany Demezier will teach 
you about hydroponics and how you can 
incorporate the fastest growing field of 
agriculture at home. Free. 563-589-4225.

Books n’ Brew: Underground Railroad
6:30 PM @ JUBECK NEW WORLD BREWING

Join Books n’ Brew to discuss The Under-
ground Railraod by Colson Whitehead. 115 W 
11th st. 563-556-4391. RiverLights.com.

tHURsDAY, JUnE 7

ChamberFest Dubuque (sold out!)
7 PM @ CLARKE JANSEN HALL

One of the tri-state area’s most unique con-
certs, ChamberFest Dubuque, is celebrating its 

10th year this June. Presented by the northeast 
Iowa school of Music (nIsOM), ChamberFest 
Dubuque is led by nIsOM and Juilliard alumnus 
Michael Gilbertson as the festival’s artistic 
director. a composer and faculty member 
at the san Francisco Conservatory of Music, 
Gilbertson was a recent finalist in the 2018 
Pulitzer Prize in Music. Each year since 2009, 
Gilbertson invites a select group of musi-
cians from across the country to join him to 
perform a benefit concert for nIsOM. 1550 
Clarke Dr. 563-690-0151. Nisom.com.

tri state Wind symphony
7:30 PM @ EAGLE POINT PARK BAND SHELL

thursdays through July. the tri-state Wind 
symphony was founded in 1995 as a com-
munity band for “the better amateur players 
in the community” comprised of Dubuque-
area musicians who volunteer their time; 
the ensemble performs free concerts at the 
Eagle Point Park band shell every sum-
mer. June 7: tsWs Concert; June 14: Potosi 
Community Band Concert. TSWS.org.

the secret Garden
7:30 PM @ BELL TOWER THEATER

June 7–9 and 14–16 at 7:30 p.m. and June 10 
and 17 at 2 p.m. The Secret Garden is based 
on the classic novel. this tony award-winning 
musical performed by area high school-
ers tells the story of an orphan Mary who 
was sent to live with her reclusive uncle 
and his invalid son. $12. 2728 asbury Rd. 
563-588-3377. BellTowerTheater.net.

FRIDAY, JUnE 8

Downtown Friday night
DYERSVILLE, IA

June 8, July 13, and aug. 10. Besides live music, 
the event includes food, games for kids, and 
water ball fights hosted by the Fire Department. 
this month features music by Plug nickel. Free.

sUnDAY, JUnE 10

26th Annual Dodgeville Lion’s Club 
Flea Market and Antique sale
8 AM–3 PM @ HARRIS PARK (DODGEVILLE, WI)

Dodgeville Lion’s Club Flea Market and antique 
sale returns to Ley Pavilion at Harris Park on 
Bennett Road in Dodgeville, WI. 65 dealer 
spaces will be filled with quality items for pur-
chase and food will be available. Rain or shine. 
the show is on rain or shine. Call to reserve 10’ x 
25’ dealer spaces. $3 admission. 608-935-3926.

Music in Jackson Park 
6–8 PM @ JACKSON PARK

June 10, July 8 and aug. 12. Music in Jack-
son Park celebrates the diversity of one 
of downtown Dubuque’s neighborhoods. 
the family-friendly events, sponsored by 
the Downtown neighborhood association, 
the Multicultural Family Center, and City of 
Dubuque feature a different style of music 
for each concert and free food! Free. 
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tECHnORI DUBQUUE
tHURsDAY, JUnE 14
5:30 PM @ HOtEL JULIEn DUBUQUE (200 MAIn st)
Technori Dubuque is all about network-
ing, innovation, and sharing Iowa startup 
stories and will be held at Hotel Julien 
Dubuque on June 14. Join the grow-
ing network of entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and interested community 
members to hear five promising Iowa 
tech startups pitch their businesses.

Networking, open bar, and appe-
tizers begins at 5:30 p.m. followed 
by the Technori Startup Showcase at 
6:30 p.m. and TechBrew at 8 p.m.

Keynote speaker, Matt Davis, founder 
of gameFI, has had his work featured 
in Fast Company, Bloomberg, Yahoo 
Finance, MSN, Bankrate, TheStreet, and 
other national and international media 

outlets. He was recognized as one of 
the Triad Business Journal’s 40 Busi-
ness Leaders Under 40 (NC), a member 
of Filene Research Institute’s 30 Under 
30 group, Credit Union Magazine’s 
“Credit Union Rock Stars,” and the Credit 
Union Times’ Trailblazers 40 Below.

Founded in 2010, Technori’s mission 
is to create momentum for startups 
by building a community around tech 
and innovation that enables early stage 
companies to get in front of hundreds 
of members of the tech community to 
share their story and connect with future 
customers, employees and investors!

Tickets are only $10 and can be 
purchased at events.technori.com. n

CALIFORnIA sURF, InCORPORAtED
sAtURDAY, JUnE 9
7 PM @ OHnWARD FInE ARts CEntER (1215 E PLAtt st, MAQUOKEtA, IA)
Legends of surf music have united to 
offer the most spectacular tribute to 
the legendary Beach Boys. Califor-
nia Surf, Incorporated takes you on a 
musical journey at the Ohnward Fine 
Arts Center on June 9 at 7 p.m.

This is the only group which features 
all former members of the Beach Boys 
Band, and each member has numer-
ous touring and recording credits from 
many years with the group. Sloppy joes 

and pork loin sandwiches will be served 
before the show from 5 to 7 p.m.

Tickets are $25 in advance or $30. Tick-
ets can also be purchased at The Ohnward 
Fine Arts Center 563-652-9815 (Monday–
Friday, 9 a.m.–1 p.m.), Osterhaus Pharmacy 
and the Maquoketa State Bank Main 
Office, Anderson Pharmacy in Preston and 
the Bellevue Pharmacy in Bellevue. For 
online ticket purchases and more informa-
tion, visit OnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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MOnDAY, JUnE 11

Avery Foundation Memorial 
Golf tournament
NOON @ MEADOWS GOLF CLUB (ASBURY, IA)

the avery Foundation’s mission is to relieve the 
stress of families and patients going through 
cancer treatment. Four-person best shot. the 
golfer to make a hole-in-one on #7 wins a brand-
new car from Runde auto Group. $300 per group 
includes a cart, golf, and dinner. AveryFndtn.org.

tUEsDAY, JUnE 12

summer nights at the Plaza
6:30-8:30 PM @ SCHREINER MEMORIAL 

LIBRARY (LANCASTER, WI)

the first of Lancaster’s free outdoor summer 
concerts begins with the Dixieland all-stars, 
a six-piece jazz band who launched in 1975 
in Dubuque. Concessions are available. Bring 
a lawn chair or blanket. Free. 113 W. Elm st., 
Lancaster, WI. SchreinerMemorialLibrary.org.

tHURsDAY, JUnE 14

Dubuque Harley Davidson Bike nights
5–9 PM @ DUBUQUE HARLEY DAVIDSON

June 14, July 12, aug. 9, and sept. 13. these 
outdoor parties feature grilled grub from 
Catfish Charlie’s, cold beer and your chance to 
register to win a brand new 2018 Harley-David-
son Motorcycle. this month enjoy music from 4 
Day Creep and a burnout contest. 50/50 raffle 
benefits the veterans Freedom Center.

school of Rock—the Musical
7:30 PM @ FIVE FLAGS THEATER

June 14–16. school of Rock, based on the hit 
movie, follows Dewey Finn, a failed, wannabe 

rock star who decides to earn an extra bit 
of cash by posing as a supply teacher at a 
prestigious prep school. there he turns a class 
of straight–a pupils into a guitar-shredding, 
bass-slapping, mind-blowing rock band. 
But can he get them to the Battle of the 
Bands without their parents and the school’s 
headmistress finding out? Produced by student 
actors with Rising star theatre Company. 
adults $16; 18 and under $13. 405 Main st. 
563-589-4258. FiveFlagsCenter.com.

Jackson County Pro Rodeo 
JUNE 14–16 @ BELLEVUE HORSEMEN’S CLUB  

(BELLEVUE, IA)

Horse and bull riding, barrel racing, plus 
kids games, food, music, mechanical 
bull and more! BellevueRodeo.com.

sAtURDAY, JUnE 16 

Galena Chalkfest
11 AM–6 PM @ GALENA CFA (GALENA, IL)

the lower parking lot of the Galena Center for 
the arts will be transformed into a gigantic 
work of art, showcasing regional artists as 
they use their creativity to make artwork 
with chalk on an asphalt canvas. Call to 
reserve a a space to chalk it up. the featured 
chalk artist will be Emily Cotton Cram.

Meet Author sue Jarosh
1 PM @ RIVER LIGHTS BOOKSTORE

sue steckart Jarosh and her husband, Joe, 
were elementary reachers in Dubuque. 
Her second book in the lighthouse series, 
Baileys Harbor Range Lights Rascal, is about 
the Range Lights in Baileys Harbor, WI, and 
the Larson family who actually lived there. 
the story is fictional, but the book includes 
historical facts and photos from the time 
the lighthouse was in operation. 1098 Main 
st. 563-556-4391. RiverLights.com.
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DUBUQUE...  
AnD ALL tHAt JAZZ!
JUnE 15, JULY 20, AUGUst 17, sEPtEMBER 7
4–9 PM @ tOWn CLOCK PLAZA
Dubuque Main Street invites you to celebrate the 
beloved FREE summer concert series, Dubuque... and 
All That Jazz!, on opening night: June 15, under the 
Town Clock. June’s Jazz! features a special appear-
ance by the Eleanor Roosevelt Middle School Band 
at 4 p.m. before festival favorite The Salsa Band 
(Orquesta Alto Maiz) takes the stage at 5 p.m. All 
Jazz! concerts are held under the Town Clock on 
Friday evenings, from 4-9 p.m. Food begins at 5 p.m.

Award winning graphic designer Michael Schmalz, 
Jr. of Refinery Design Company creates new custom 
artwork every year for Jazz!, and 2018 is no excep-
tion. Schmalz’s designs run the gamut of colors, art 
styles, and impressions. Limited-edition prints of these 
artistic designs are prized by local Jazz! aficionados.

Jazz! also means the chance to connect with 
fellow Dubuquers over delicious dinner options 
from local food vendors, in addition to ice-cold 
beer and Pepsi products served under the Town 
Clock. This year’s selection of food vendors 
includes: Adobos, Freddie’s Popcorn, Chocolate 
Hog, Catfish Charlie’s, Magoos, and Elle & Becks.

As for the rest of the season: July 20 brings 
10 of Soul, Aug. 17 features The Final Mix and The 
Grand Opera House opens, and The Lonely Goats 
close out another Jazz season on Sept. 7 with a 
George Washington Middle School Opener.

For more information, visit 
DowntownDubuque.org or contact Michaela at 
Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400. n

GREAt GALEnA BALLOOn RACE
JUnE 15–17 
EAGLE RIDGE REsORt & sPA nORtH COURsE PRACtICE 
RAnGE (444 EAGLE RIDGE DR, GALEnA, IL)
Shake out your blankets, grab the kids, and head 
over to Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa in the Galena Terri-
tory for the 17th Annual Great Galena Balloon Race.

Prepare yourself for three days of family (and 
adult) fun including tethered balloon rides, Night 
Glow, a classic car show, and, of course, the bal-
loon race! This year they are requesting a simple 
$5 donation at the gate. There is free parking 
and a shuttle to the site. The Ale Fest and Wine 
Flights sell out so get your tickets in advance!

The Great Galena Balloon Race’s mission is to raise 
funds and awareness for juvenile diabetes. The pro-
ceeds from all purchases including but not limited to 
food and beverage purchases, ticketed events, and 
kids activities go to support the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation (JDRF) and scholarships for 
kids to attend Camp Hertko Hollow, a camp for chil-
dren with diabetes located in Boone, IA. More than 
$200,000 has been raised for JDRF from the sup-
port of the Great Galena Balloon Race. The money has 
gone to finding a cure for type 1 diabetes, a disease 
that directly affects over 12,500 people in the Tri-State 
area. Eagle Ridge is the host sponsor for the bal-
loon race, and all activities take place on the North 
Course Practice Range at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.

“This event draws 
thousands of people to 
The Galena Territory year 
after year,” said Thomas 
Ruhs, General Manager 
at Eagle Ridge Resort 
& Spa. “Visitors will 
experience a spectacular 
three-day adventure with 
multiple balloon races, 
two night glows, bal-
loon rides, a classic car show, live music, wine and beer 
sampling events, and activities for the whole family.”

The Wundo Band returns at 5 p.m. on Friday night 
and the Adam Bartels Band takes the stage at 5 p.m. on 
Saturday night, adding great live music to the mix. Both 
nights also feature inflatable rides for the kids, and there 
will be a classic car show from 6 to 8 p.m. on Saturday. 

The tethered balloon rides, wine tasting, great food, 
bounce houses, and live music mean there’s some-
thing for everyone. We suggest you take cash for any 
purchases as there are no credit cards accepted at the 
event, but there is an ATM at the Inn. For more infor-
mation, visit GreatGalenaBalloonRace.com or call 
the Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa at 800-898-2269. n

EvEnts BEst. MassaGE. EvER.
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EvEnts ROOOOOOOXannE...

OnGOInG

365ink Lunchtime Jams
FRIDAYS NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7

NOON–1 PM @ TOWN CLOCK PLAZA

Hosted by your own 365 crew and local sponsor 
Prudential Financial, Lunchtime Jams feature 
laid back lunchtime performances by local 
acoustic musicians, weather permitting.

Gary’s Graffiti nights
THURSDAYS NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 13

4–9 PM @ PLAZA 20

200–300 classic cars converge with food, 
drinks and additional entertainment.

Da vinci: the Exhibition
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 8

RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM

Check out fully built, life-size recreations of da 
vinci’s own inventions and artwork. Interac-
tive exhibits and additional presentations and 
activities will be available. RiverMuseum.com.

Millwork night Market
SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER

5–9 PM @ MILLWORK DISTRICT

Enjoy local produce, artists ,hot food, beer, 
music and more! MillworkNightMarket.com.

Dubuque Farmers’ Market
SATURDAYS NOW THROUGH OCTOBER

7 AM–NOON @ NEAR IOWA & 12TH ST

Iowa’s oldest farmers’ market returns for its 173rd 

season. you can find a variety of produce, meat, 
freshly baked good, local wine, arts and crafts, 
hot food, and more. at the Dubuque Farmers’ 
Market, snaP customers are able to receive $1 
snaP tokens to purchase eligible food items, 
and all customers will be able to purchase $5 
debit/credit tokens to purchase anything at 
market through the Market Money program. 
563-588-4400. DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

salsa Dance night—Baile Conmigo
LAST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

6 PM @ THE SMOKESTACK

salsa dance lesson with Katie Koerperich. 
Bring a partner or come solo, all are welcome. 
Free. 62 E 7th st. SmokestackDBQ.com.

seed Lending Library
CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Carnegie “sprout” seed Lending Library is 
available for Dubuque city residents with 
regular library cards in good standing. Borrow 
up to 20 seed packets per year. Once the crops 
are harvested, Carnegie-stout asks that a 
portion of the saved seeds be returned to the 
library. 563-589-4225. dubuque.lib.ia.us.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS!
DO YOU HAVE A TRI-STATE EVENT THAT YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS? 

LET US KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON BY SENDING US YOUR INFORMATION!

EMAIL: INFO@DUBUQUE365.COM
ONLINE SUBMISSION FORM: DUBUQUE365.COM/SUBMIT-EVENT

WWE LIvE
sAtURDAY, JUnE 16
7:30 PM @ FIvE FLAGs AREnA  
(405 MAIn st)
The wildly popular WWE Live profes-
sional wrestling tour returns to the 
Five Flags Arena on Saturday, June 16, 
at 7:30 p.m. After two very success-
ful and well-received visits in 2017, the 
high-flying men and women of the 
legendary WWE are back for more 
with a roster of superstars sure to pack 
the Five Flags with wrestling fans of all 
ages on a huge Saturday night card.

The feature match for the night pits 
WWE mega-star AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke 
Nakamura, a Japanese professional 
wrestler and former mixed martial artist 
who won the 2018 men’s Royal Rumble 
match. No slouch himself, A.J, Styles 
is the current WWE Champion in his 
second reign and is long-regarded as 
one of the best wrestlers in the world. 
Also on the evening’s line-up are Jeff 
Hardy, Samoa Joe, tag-teamers The 
Usos and New Day, Daniel Bryan, 

The Miz, Musev and many more. This 
is fun for the whole family. See your 
favorite wrestlers up close and per-
sonal right here in your hometown.

Tickets start at $18 and can be 
purchased at Ticketmaster.com 
and Five Flags Center box office, or 
charge by phone at 800-745-3000. 
Five Flags Center Box office 
hours are Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n
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MOvIE BUZZ
sam Heughan, Eiza 
Gonzalez, and Michael 
sheen are joining vin 
Diesel in sony 
Pictures’ Bloodshot. 
sony may have Spider-Man, but they’re also 
investing heavily in bringing some of valiant’s 
properties to the big screen. they even have plans 
to make a valiant shared universe, with Bloodshot
marking their fi rst foray.

Christian Bale, Matt 
Damon, and more 
have joined 20th 

Century Fox’s Ford vs 
Ferrari movie, James 
Mangold’s followup to 2017’s Logan. Damon is set 
to play the role of Carol shelby, the engineer who 
designs Ford’s Gt 40, while Bale will play the role 
of driver Ken Miles. It seems likely that the project 
will go into production sometime this year given 
that the studio is already rounding out the cast.

Mark’s Wahlberg’s The 
Six Billion Dollar Man
just got delayed over a 
year. the news 
shouldn’t come as too 
much of a surprise given that Damian szifron exited 
as director only a few weeks ago. the upcoming 
fi lm is a remake of aBC’s The Six Million Dollar Man
tv series, which starred Lee Majors as the titular 
cyborg. the original show aired from 1973–1978 and 
produced a spinoff  titled The Bionic Woman.

Paramount has set a 
May 2019 release date 
for its biographical 
Elton John fi lm, 
Rocketman. a movie 
about the fabulously fl amboyant singer, 
songwriter, and composer has been awhile in the 
making, with several big names fl oated to play 
Elton at various points in the past. the project was 
suddenly revived last year when Kingsman’s taron 
Egerton came aboard to play sir Elton instead and 
it’s been mostly smooth-sailing since then. Elton 
also appeared in Kingsman 2.

Warner Bros. 
animation will adapt 
The Ice Dragon, a 
medieval fantasy 
from George R.R. 
Martin that he wrote before Game of Thrones. The 
Ice Dragon was in fact a children’s book, set in a 
medieval fantasy world not connected in any way 
to the seven Kingdoms. It told the story of adara, 
a young girl who befriends the titular Ice Dragon, 
who happens to be the only one who can save 
adara’s home from destruction at the hands of 
invading bad dragons. The Ice Dragon will come 
to big screens from Warner Bros. animation.

COMInG tO 
tHEAtERs
RBG (PG)
JUNE 1–7 @ PHOENIX THEATERS
at the age of 84, u.s. supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg has developed a 
breathtaking legal legacy while 
becoming an unexpected pop 
culture icon. But without a defi nitive Ginsburg 
biography, the unique personal journey of this 
diminutive, quiet warrior’s rise to the nation’s 
highest court has been largely unknown, even to 
some of her biggest fans—until now.

ACtIOn POInt (R)
FRIDAY, JUNE 1
Everyone’s favorite daredevil 
Johnny Knoxville is back to his 
hilariously painful antics, 
starring as D.C., the crackpot 
owner of a low-rent, 
out-of-control amusement park where the rides are 
designed with minimum safety for maximum fun. 
Just as D.C.’s estranged teenage daughter Boogie 
comes to visit, a corporate mega-park opens 
nearby and jeopardizes the future of action Point. 

UPGRADE (R)
FRIDAY, JUNE 1
after his wife is killed during a 
brutal mugging that also leaves 
him paralyzed, Grey trace is 
approached by a billionaire 
inventor with an experimental 
cure that will “upgrade” his body. the cure—an 
artifi cial Intelligence implant called stEM—gives 
Grey physical abilities beyond anything 
experienced and the ability to relentlessly claim 
vengeance against those who murdered his wife 
and left him for dead.

OCEAns 8 (PG-13)
FRIDAY, JUNE 8
upon her release from prison, 
Debbie, the estranged sister of 
legendary conman Danny 
Ocean, puts together a team of 
unstoppable crooks to pull of 
the heist of the century. their goal is new york 
City’s annual Met Gala, and a necklace worth in 
excess of 150 million dollars.

HOtEL ARtEMIs (R)
FRIDAY, JUNE 8
set in riot-torn, near-future Los 
angeles, “the nurse” runs a 
secret, members-only hospital 
for criminals. Jodie Foster 
is joined by an all-star cast 
that includes sterling K. Brown, sofi a Boutella, 
Jeff  Goldblum, Brian tyree Henry, Jenny slate, 
Zachary Quinto, Charlie Day, and Dave Bautista.

MOVIE
NEWS



PICTURE YOURSELF IN THE TRI-STATES!

The four surrounding photos come from 
Dubuquefest weekend in Dubuque, 
featuring three big days and nights of 
original art work, performance art, great 
live music, fantatsic food and more. 

Dubuque rock band Jabberbox reunites for a packed show at 
the Yardarm on the river in Dubuque. Photo by Dave Haas.

Co Dubuque, the area’s LGBTQ+ resource community,  
celebrates their 2nd “Prom We Never Had” on May 19th at the 
Smokestack in downtown Dubuque. Photo by Mark Dierker.

Jim Theisen was presented with the “Hometown Builder Award” 
during the Dubuque Eagles Club and Eagles Eyes on the Future 
Committee’s 29th Annual Grants and Awards celebration.

The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra takes over the Mississippi 
Moon Bar at the Diamond Jo Casino with their first-ever “Ultimate 
Country Hits” concert, to the delight of a packed house.

A big ham named Jeff Dyer was one of the first Dubuquers to 
take in the amazing new summer visiting exhibit at the National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium. “DaVinci, The Exhibition” 
features full-size replicas of Leonardo’s inventions. Take the kids!

Two images from the Memorial Day Parade in Dubuque.
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ARts yOu aRE tHE DanCInG QuEEn!

MInERAL POInt CHAMBER 
MUsIC FEstIvAL
JUnE 8–10
MInERAL POInt, WI
The 2nd Annual Mineral Point Cham-
ber Music Festival will take place in 
Mineral Point, Wisconsin June 8–10.

Three young, professional ensembles 
will perform three full concerts on Fri-
day, June 8 (Artu Duo); Saturday, June 
9 (Volante Winds); and Sunday, June 10 
(Altino Duo). An addition to the festival 
are two free concerts on both Saturday 

and Sunday afternoon. The concerts will 
be performed by ensembles comprised 
of festival musicians, local professional 
musicans and high school students. 

Concert tickets are $20 per event. A 
Festival Pass (all three concerts) is $49. 
Tickets may be purchased online at: 
artsmp.org/chamber-music-fest/ or 
at the box offi  ce during the festival. n

UPsCALE 
REsALE
FRIDAY, JUnE 1 @ 5–8 PM
sAtURDAY, JUnE 2 @ 9 AM–5 PM
sUnDAY, JUnE 3 @ 11 AM–4 PM
DUBUQUE MUsEUM OF 
ARt (701 LOCUst st)
Upscale Resale off ers collectors an 
opportunity to fi nd special items at 
aff ordable prices. All proceeds go 
towards museum programs. Admis-
sion to the sale is free on Saturday and 
Sunday. For more information, call 
563-557-1851 or visit DBQart.com. n

MIssIssIPPI 
RIvER ARt 
WORKsHOPs
tOM CHRIstOPHER: JUnE 18–20
JOHn PREstOn: JUnE 25–29
DUBUQUE, IA
Mississippi River Art Workshops 
hosts workshops instructed by two 
of the top Midwest landscape art-
ists. Tom Christopher will show 
you how to work with pastel June 
18–20 and John Preston will focus 
on pastel and oil June 25–29. Both 
workshops are held in Dubuque.

Space is limited. Register until the 
day of the workshop. Call 563-845-1801
or visit Bluff Strokes.org/
MRArtWorkshops.cfm. n

FIRst FRIDAYs
FRIDAY, JUnE 1
5–8 PM @ OUtsIDE tHE LInEs ARt GALLERY (1101 MAIn st)
5–8 PM @ DUBUQUE MUsEUM OF ARt (701 LOCUst st)
5:30–7:30 PM @ CARnEGIE-stOUt PUBLIC LIBRARY (360 W 11tH st)
First Fridays is monthly, citywide 
gallery hop celebrating our creative 
community. Make sure to hop, hop, 
hop to all First Friday locations!

Artist Ron Hahlen will have a meet 
and greet and demo at Outside the Lines.

DuMA hosts openings for Hand-
made Invitational and Lost in the 

Midwest plus Upscale Resale. Free 
members; $10 non-members.

The Carnegie-Stout Public Library 
hosts Art @ Your Library® highlight-
ing 16 local artists in cooperation 
with the Bellevue Arts Council. Free.

For more information, visit 
Facebook.com/DubuqueFirstFridays. n

FLY BY nIGHt—
A MUsICAL
JUnE 1–2 AnD 8–9 @ 7:30 PM
JUnE 3 @ 2 PM
FIvE FLAGs CEntER (405 MAIn st)
Join Fly-By-Night Productions for Fly 
By Night—A Musical. Two South Dakota 
sisters relocate to Brooklyn, NY, and 
fall for the same guy. A sweeping 
ode to young love, this musical tale is 
about fi nding your way and discover-
ing hope in a world beset by darkness. 
Tickets are $20. For more information, 
visit FlyByNightDubuque.com. n

ARtIsts UnItE 
FOR ALL
ARt sALE, AUCtIOn AnD EXHIBIt
JUnE 22–JULY 27
GALLERY C 
(900 JACKsOn st)
The Hispanic 
Council of the Tri-
States presents 
Artists Unite for 
All. Area artists 
have donated 
their work to 
help raise funds 
for local immi-
grants. The art 
sale/auction begins with an opening 
reception on Friday, June 22 at 7 p.m. 
at Gallery C in the Schmid Innova-
tion Center. A closing reception will 
be held on Friday, July 27 at 7 p.m.

For more information, visit 
ArtistsUniteForAll.com or 
call 563-556-5653. n

MAMMA MIA!
JUnE 15–16 AnD 21–23 @ 7:30 PM
JUnE 17 AnD 24 @ 2 PM
GRAnD OPERA HOUsE (135 W 8tH st)
Calling all Dancing Queens! You will want 
to boogie your way down to the Grand 
for Mamma Mia! June 15–24 so you can 
dance, jive, and have the time of your life!

Set against the backdrop of a Greek 
Paradise, 20-year-old Sophie is prepar-
ing to marry Sky. Her one wish is to have 
her father walk her down the aisle—but 
she doesn’t know who he is. After fi nd-
ing her mother’s diary she narrows the 
possibilities down to three men and 
invites all of them to the wedding. Once 
the possible dads arrive her mother, 
Donna, must come to terms with the 
past as she prepares for the future. Set 
to a soundtrack of ABBA classics, this 

tale of romances old and new is sure to 
have your toes taping all night long!

Seats are already fi lling up, so 
get your tickets now! Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $12 for children 
under 18 and can be purchased 
in person at the Box Offi  ce (Mon-
day through Friday from noon until 
4 p.m.) or by calling 563-588-1305. 
Tickets can also be purchased at 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com. n

L TO R: AMY DOLAN (ROSIE), CHRISTEN TEBBE 

(DONNA), AND JENNIFER MOND (TANYA)

PHOTO: AUSTIN MCELROY

IMMIGRANT 

ADVOCATE, MAURICIO 

CASTANEDA WILL 

CO-HOST THE EVENT 

WITH CARMELA 

CORDERO
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ARts CHECK Out tHE nEW aRt EXHIBIt, GREat MusIC, anD DELICIOus FOOD at tHE sMOKEstaCK!

UPCOMInG ARt OPEnInGs
PORtALs AnD vIsIOns EXHIBIt
SHOW: JUNE 1–JULY 31

RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JUNE 1 @7:30 PM

THE SMOKESTACK

Portals and Visions: A Mid Summer’s Dream
features artists Emily Cotton Cram, Erica 
Leigh Wilson, Jenny trilk, and Miles R. 
turner. 62 E 7th st. SmokestackDBQ.com.

HAnDMADE: 
CRAFt InvItAtIOnAL EXHIBIt
JUNE 2–SEPTEMBER 9

DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

Featuring 20+ regionally-based crafts-
people with an emphasis on functional 
works and utilitarian objects. 701 Locust 
st. 563-557-1851. DBQart.com.

LIvInG tHE LEGACY EXHIBIt
JUNE 6–JULY 30

SINSINAWA ART GALLERY 

(SINSINAWA, WI)

Featuring works by art students and Dominican 
sister artists. 585 County Rd Z, sinsinawa, WI. 
608-748-4411. Sinsinawa.org/moundcenter.

tHE FInE ARt OF FIBER EXHIBIt
SHOW: JUNE 8–AUGUST 5

RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JUNE 8 @ 5–7 PM

GALENA CFA (GALENA, IL)

surface design on fabric, weavings, 
paper, threads or yarns, macrame, 
crochet, felting, quilts, lace, and more. 
219 summit st, Galena, IL. 779-214-0261. 
GalenaCenterForTheArts.com.

GRAnD OPERA HOUsE 
2018-2019 sEAsOn
GRAnD OPERA HOUsE (135 W 8tH st)

For the last 32 years the Grand 
Opera House has been commit-
ted to preserving the Historic 
Opera House, enhancing our local 
arts community with opportuni-
ties and to inspiring our community 
through theater, dance and music. 

The 2018–2019 Season features four 
plays and musicals, two ballets, and a 
host of special events. Several of the 
plays and musicals being off ered this 
year are led by female characters. As a 

community theater, the Grand is excited 
to be able to off er so many shows 
that will star the amazingly talented 
local women from the Tri-State area.

Subscriptions will be available 
starting June 11 with single ticket 
sales beginning July 1. Purchase 
your subscription before July 31 and 
receive an early bird discount!

For more information, visit 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com or call 
the box offi  ce at 563-588-1305. n

2018-2019 sEAsOn

nunsense
OCTOBER 5–7 & 12–14

A Christmas Carol
NOVEMBER 23–25 & 30,

DECEMBER 1–2

the Dubuque City Youth Ballet 
Presents: the nutcracker Ballet
DECEMBER 8–9 & 14–16

Calendar Girls
FEBRUARY 22–24 & MARCH 1–3

Heartland Ballet Presents: soaring
MARCH 16–17 & 23–24

Disney And Cameron Mackintosh’s 
Mary Poppins
JULY 12–14, 18–21 & 25–28

Disney’s Lion King Jr. 
AUGUST 16–18

A Grand Extravaganza 2019
AUGUST 24 & 25

sPECIAL EvEnts

terror At the Grand Opera House!
OCTOBER 26–29

Hunter Fuerste And His American 
vintage Orchestra Present “swing Out!”
NOVEMBER 3

Who’s Holiday!
DECEMBER 21–23 & 25

Ole Runs For Offi  ce
JANUARY 20
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AMERICA’s RIvER 
FEstIvAL
JUnE 8 AnD 9
PORt OF DUBUQUE
BY BRYCE PARKs

We take a lot for granted in this town. It would be safe 
to argue that we’re the epicenter of summer festivals in 
the Midwest. There is live outdoor music on a larger scale 
most weekends during the summer. It’s become the 
norm rather then the exception around here. It wasn’t 
always that way. In fact, you don’t need to be an old 
guy to remember when it wasn’t like that. Before it was 
the norm, America’s River Festival was created to take 
us in that direction. All signs indicate that we made it.

“This all started when people came down in droves for 
the Grand Excursion,” explains Keith Rahe, President and 
C.E.O, of Travel Dubuque, “and the event’s board thought 
it would be nice to keep bringing Dubuquers and visitors 
down to the river like this every year, and to showcase 
Dubuque as a destination, and we’ve done that.”

As the entertainment tourism scene has evolved 
and grown in Dubuque, the national-level touring live 
music scene has changed too. In some ways for the 
better and in other ways, not so much. But even the 
diffi  culties that come with a changing scene are caused 
by high demand and scarcity of available “famous” 
talent. So, that’s not really a bad thing as much as 
it is not enough of a good thing to go around.

“It’s been an interesting year. It’s our 15th year count-
ing the Grand Excursion. Every year booking is a chal-
lenge with routing and the biggest thing we’re seeing 
is confl icts on the country side. Our weekend is also 
CMA Fest in Nashville and that takes a lot of groups out 
right away because they’re not going to leave Nashville 
to go on the road. With classic rock, over the last few 
years, Live Nation has seen that packaging these classic 
rock acts together is working and they can get 10 or 12 
thousand people into an arena that way. That happens a 
lot now and takes groups out of the market for us too.”

“We want to stay with what we’ve done in the 
past. With country, that means bringing the up-
and-coming acts in, and with rock, it means bring-
ing in legendary acts with a rich history.”

“We’ve talked about moving the date to another 
weekend. That’s something for the America’s River 
organization to look at, moving forward, but then there’s 
a lot the America’s River Corporation has to look at mov-
ing forward. When you look at all of the entertainment 
options in the area now versus when we started this, 
it’s night and day. There was a smaller outdoor series 

next to the Diamond Jo 
when it was still the boat 
and some local festivals, 
but that’s about it. Now 
there’s a lot of stuff . 
Within a 60 mile radius, 
basically April through 
September is just packed 
with all of this amazing 
activity. We’ll look at 
all that moving forward 
and make a decision.”

As the America’s River 
Festival matures and rec-
ognizes that it has greatly 
served the purpose for 
which it was created, it 
does still reign as king of 
the castle in the Dubuque 
festival landscape and it still works, registering great 
success year in and year out with attendance and ticket 
sales. It’s a much-loved festival. It has strong spon-
sor support and strong returning visitor support. Just 
because it’s no longer needed as a “tent pole” to spur 
more activity doesn’t mean it can’t continue to set an 
example of how to do big things right. But this might be 
a time to look at other seasons in Dubuque that are not 
as fl ush with large scale concert activity and see if maybe 
we can’t work similar magic all over again, creating 
new “tent pole” community events that show Dubuque 
is a vibrant community even in the cold months.

“When you’re doing events a long time, you strive 
to get to a place where you want to be, where you’ve 
earned your stripes. Jones County Fair has had that 
crown for a long time, that’s why they attract the 
crowds that they get. Obviously the talent is top-
notch, but people come in from all over and go there 
because it’s the Jones County Fair. I think we’ve got 
to that point. I think when people come down they 
know they’re going to have a great experience. The 
atmosphere with the staging, the LED Screens is 
special. The talent we’ve brought in through the years 
is something too. But we’ve built a loyal following. 

“We get a lot of compliments about the operation 
of the festival, not only from the ticket buyers, but also 
from the bands themselves. They’re very apprecia-
tive of the quality of the sound and video provided by 
Wired Production out of Cedar Rapids. Tour managers 
praise the systems we use and the crews they work 
with here. They can’t believe the quality of the LED 
displays and the crowds, especially in the G.A. section, 
they love them too. That kind of well-oiled machine 
lends to the whole positive atmosphere and we take 
great pride in that. As diffi  cult as it is to book bands 
today, if the word gets around that your hospitality, 
your crew, your stage and your production are top-
notch, that all plays into it. They want to come and play 
a venue where it’s going to be a pleasant experience.”

And when they build it, the people do indeed come. 
“People plan in advance before they ever know who 

the entertainment is going to be. People come from 

Michigan, Kansas, Wyoming and more (sorry, on-site 
camping is sold out). At fi rst it was because they had ties 
to the area, but over time, it’s because they know what to 
expect from the America’s River Festival. Or maybe they 
liked one group and came for them, but then fell in love 
with Dubuque and kept coming back for that reason.”

The formula has been working for many years. 
Give them rock and roll they know and country 
music they’re going to be hearing all over the radio 
in the next year. It seems like the America’s River 
Festival has had a bit of a crystal ball in the past 
with booking promising up and coming talent.

“It’s been amazing through the years, a lot of 
that could be dumb luck, but we also study it closely 
and I follow country music. I’ve got some very good 
ties in Nashville ever since the fi rst America’s River 
Festival in 2005. Those individuals know that scene 
and what’s coming up and that’s a large part of why 
we’ve done as well as we’ve done. We’ve missed on 
a couple opportunities as well along the way.”

“In 2009, my connection in Nashville was high on 
what they called a “red-dirt band” from Texas that 
they thought we should book. I took the recommenda-
tion to the board and they didn’t know the band and 
didn’t think it was the right fi t. It turned out to be the 
Zac Brown Band. Few people know that in 2008, the 
country headliner was between American Idol champ 
Kellie Pickler and a newcomer named Taylor Swift. We 
actually were planning to go with Swift, but she had 
then signed on to open for Kenny Chesney on tour so we 
lost her. Just two weeks later Taylor Swift’s people got 
back to us wanting on the bill because she had to back 
out of the Chesney tour as it was sponsored by a tequila 
company and she was just 18. But we were already 
booked with Kellie Picker. If we only could have known 
the future, we’d probably have booked them both.”

Nonetheless, the crew has also hit some major league 
grand slams with early bookings of Lady Antebel-
lum and Little Big Town in Dubuque. The grouping of 
Sam Hunt, Old Dominion and Dan & Shay was their 
biggest night ever. So rest assured, they’re not throw-
ing darts here. When you come to the America’s River 

PHOTO: RON TIGGES—DIGITALDUBUQUE.COM
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Festival, even if you don’t know the line-up well, you 
can be assured that people who know their stuff 
have put a lot of thought into your experience.

It seems concert goers have learned to trust in the ear 
of the America’s River Team to always steer them in the 
right direction, introducing them to fantastic talent and 
a great night of music within a genre they love. Knowing 
they might be seeing the next big thing and being able 
to say you saw them before they were filling stadiums.

“On Friday night this year we have four coun-
try acts on the Main Stage. With the whole CMA 
thing blocking so much talent, we were thrilled 
to get Walker Hayes committed early on.”

Hayes is a great catch for the festival, an up-and-
comer with some great momentum right now following 
his hit “You Broke Up With Me” off his new album,Boom. 

High Valley is a duo bringing huge success in Canada 
to the States. They have nearly 20 top 20 hits on 
Canadian charts, and have broken into the U.S. country 
charts with “Make You Mine” and “She’s With Me’”.

Obviously, headliner Michael Ray’s debut single, 
“Kiss You in the Morning,” reached No. 1 on Country 
Airplay with three more top 20 hits including “Think 
a Little Less” hitting No. 2. His new album drops the 
day after this issue of 365ink drops. So expect a slew 
of new hits to be on display from this rising star.

The fourth country booking, Lindsay Ell has a top 
20 single, “Criminal,” that is doing extremely well right 
now on the country charts, already No. 1 in Canada. 

“For the ticket price of $45 for VIP and $20 for 
G.A., you are going to see four mega-talented ris-
ing stars in the country music scene for a low price. 
You get more bang for the buck. I think these acts 
we’ve booked this year are going to have a lot of 
future success and are going to do very well for us.”

With the rock shows, concert goers are investing 
in a known quantity. These bands are well established 
and have made their names, often achieving legend-
ary status in the annals of rock stardom. We could 
list their achievements like we did with the country 
acts, but if you don’t already know the songs of these 
chart-toppers like the back of your hand, you need to 
check your pulse. Oh, okay fine, here’s the highlights…

Aside from being a symbol of strength and feminine-
power for millions of girls and women around the world, 
Pat Benatar, touring with her husband (a rock legend in 
his own right… he played the solo in “Jessie’s Girl” and 
was the first guitar player to ever appear on MTV), is a 
four-time Grammy Award winner. She has two RIAA-
certified multi-platinum albums, five platinum albums, 
three gold albums, and 15 Billboard Top 40 singles, 
including the Top 10 hits “Hit Me with Your Best Shot,” 
“Love Is a Battlefield,” “We Belong,” and “Invincible.”

John Kay is the legendary singer for the band 
Steppenwolf, still touring after all these years. I’ll just 
name two songs and his resumé is complete… “Born 
to Be Wild” and “Magic Carpet Ride.” (Mic drop.)

If you were a teenager in the ‘80s, you were basi-
cally raised on the power ballads and rockin’ anthems of 
Night Ranger. Look at this list of monster hits… “Sister 
Christian,” “You Can Still Rock in America,” “Goodbye,” 
“Sentimental Street,” “Don’t Tell Me You Love Me,” “Sing 
Me Away” and “The Secret of My Success.” Singer Jack 
Blades also fronted the ‘90s band Damn Yankees, and 
Brad Gillis is one of the most underrated guitarist of 
rock. How many guys have the chops to replace Randy 
Rhodes for Ozzy Ozbourne? The guy can simply shred.

What more do you need to know? Take my 
money and give me a chair… maybe a beer.

Speaking of that. In its fourth year, “The Tappening” is a 
celebration of premier craft beers and their brew masters 

from around the State of Iowa and the Tri-State area that 
takes place, on site, during the America’s River Festival, 
on Saturday, June 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. with VIP entry at 
noon. Taste more than 100 beers from 25 breweries. 
Tickets are just $30 or $40 for VIP early entry with a logo 
tasting glass to keep. The event is presented by Diamond 
Jo Casino, with sponsors Hodge Company and Gigantic 
Design. Visit TappeningDBQ.com for tickets and details.

Dubuque in the summertime isn’t just a notch on the 
belt for every band that comes through either. A number 
of performers take time to take in our fair river city.

“Last year when Old Dominion was here, they were 
on a long stretch of gigs and they wanted to go out on 
the river and relax. So we lined up a tritoon (that’s big 
pontoon for the uninitiated) and a ski-boat and they 
went wave boarding and skiing and spent the whole 
day on the river and loved it. This year, Pat Benatar’s 
husband and band mate Neil Girardo is an avid golfer 
and wants to get out at the crack of dawn and play a 
round in Dubuque before sound check. Their summer 
tour starts here. A lot of the young country acts want to 
go work out somewhere in town. And when they come in 
the night before, many like to hit the bars and restau-
rants downtown and even take in the River Museum.”

All of these memories built up over the years 
simply would not happen without generous people 
with deep pockets and a forward-thinking vision 
for the community going all-in with the event.

“Sponsorship support in Dubuque is incredible. 
You see other communities try to host these signa-
ture events and it’s very tough to sustain, to have 
the businesses continue to support it and the people 
continue to turn out and be a part of it, as well as 
to have the city’s support. We’ve been very lucky 
with that, to keep it going this well for this length 
of time and showcase Dubuque in a great way.”

“There’s no way we could bring this quality of an 
event to Dubuque all of these years without the ongo-
ing and consistent support of American Trust and 
Savings Bank. Every year they step up, and not just 
for us. They are big supporters of live music across 
the community from Five Flags, to the Q Back Waters 
Stage. They’re everywhere. We very honestly could not 
do this without their support. American Trust is joined 
by Title Sponsors Runde Auto Group, the Telegraph 
Herald, KCRG TV, Dubuque Racing Association, and 
Andersen Windows in bringing the festival to life.”

They definitely could not do it at these ticket prices 
without great sponsor support. $45 for VIP tickets 
right up front with these bands on Friday night gets 
you three drinks (that’s basically $15). Saturday night 
you get a reserved seat for three classic rock legendary 
acts for $45 or $20 for G.A. That’s incredibly cheap if 
you compare it to basically any other event of its kind. 

“We’ve been in that price range for a long time. 
Our guests are used to it. You might want to try 
to go bigger but at this point, we’re set a level 
that we know works. If the weather is good, that 
price brings a great walk-up crowd of locals.” 

Let be serious, you’re paying $20 just to park at 
some events in big cities. It’s so affordable that any-
one can come and be part of the fun. If you have never 
been, let this be the year. It’s big but it’s not hard to 
get in or out. It’s not packed in uncomfortably. It really 
is like a big block party. Bring your crew and enjoy. 
You deserve it, and this amazingly run event deserves 
your support as it continues to carry the flag for the 
Dubuque festival scene. We take a lot for granted 
in this town. Don’t let this be one of those things.

Get all the details, advance tickets and more 
online at AmericasRiverFestival.com. n

2018 AMERICA’s 
RIvER FEstIvAL 
sCHEDULE
Weekend General admission $35

FRIDAY, JUnE 8
COUNTRY NIGHT

General admission: $20 
Friday Blue Light vip Zone: $45 (Plus 3 Free Drinks)

the struggs
5–6 PM @ COCA-COLA REGIONAL STAGE

Lindsay Ell
6 PM @ MAIN STAGE

Walker Hayes
7:30–8:30 PM @ MAIN STAGE

High valley
9–10 PM @ MAIN STAGE

Michael Ray
10:30–11:45 PM @ MAIN STAGE

the struggs
11:45 PM≠12:15 AM @ COCA-COLA REGIONAL STAGE

sAtURDAY, JUnE 9
CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT

General admission: $20 (Bring a chair!) 
Reserved seats: $45

the tappening
1–4 PM (VIP @ NOON)

tappening vip ticket Required to entry at 
noon. Live Music By the Buzzberries

Main street Jazz Band
5:30–6:30 PM @ COCA-COLA REGIONAL STAGE

night Ranger
6:30–7:30 PM @ MAIN STAGE

John Kay & steppenwolf
8–9 PM @ MAIN STAGE

Pat Benatar & neil Giraldo
9:30–11 PM @ MAIN STAGE

Brandon’s sound Check
11 PM–12:15 AM @ COCA-COLA REGIONAL STAGE
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tRI-stAtE LIvE MUsIC
THURSDAY, MAY 31
Marty Ray Band
Cruisin’ thursday Car show
5:30 PM @ the Other side

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ the Dungeon

Just Cuz
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

sevendust w/ Memphis May 
Fire, Fire From the Gods, & 
Madame Mayhem 
7 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters stage

smokestack Jazz night
7 PM @ the smokestack

Open Mic w/ Jeff  & Jimmy
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

a Few Blind Mice Duo
7:30 PM @ Grape Escape

Broken strings
8 PM @ the yardarm

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
Roy schroedl
365 Lunchtime Jam
noon @ town Clock Plaza

Laura McDonald & Jeff  Weydert
6 PM @ spirits

turnbuckle II
Comedy & Music Festival
6 PM @ Codfi sh Hollow Barn

Ron Lubbers
6 PM @ timmerman’s

David Minnehan & 10 strings
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

your Mom
7 PM @ Midtown Marina

statue of Liberty
7 PM @ Kat’s Meow

Marty Ray Band
7 PM @ swiss Inn

Blu Flame album Release
7:30 PM @ Clarke Jansen Hall

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

steve Grismore Jazz trio
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

spindrift: the Rush tribute
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Banshee
8 PM @ Q Casino

Buzz Berries
8 PM @ the yardarm

Kampfi re Kings
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

sundae & Mr. Goessl
9 PM @ the smokestack

tete de Morte
9 PM @ 7 Hills

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
turnbuckle II
Comedy & Music Festival
1 PM @ Codfi sh Hollow Barn

acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Brown Bottle Bandits
2 PM @ Coconut Cove

Lenny Wayne
2 PM @ the Cornerstone

Jim Mantey
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

toxic Blonde @ 3 PM
Gypsy Pistols @ 7 PM
10th annual Customer 
appreciation Party
northside Bar

stillhouse
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Kip Moore & LOCasH
w/ Cale Dodds
7 PM @ Q Casino Back 
Waters stage

Club 84
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Jordan Danielsen
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

Garrett Hillary
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Johnny Kilowatt
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Mama Bird
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Dirt Road Rockers
8 PM @ the yardarm

Mississippi Band
8 PM @ spirits

Bluegrass alumatics
8 PM @ the smokestack

Michael Charles
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

trippin Larry (tony Walker duo)
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

andrew Houy
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

RatchetJaw
9 PM @ 7 Hills

tete de Morte
9 PM @ Dog House Lounge

SUNDAY, JUNE 3
Roy schroedl
10 aM @ Barrel House

Open Mic w/ scott Rische
noon @ Grape Escape

Ken Osterhaus
1 PM @ 7 Hills

a Pirate Over 50
1 PM @ the yardarm

tanner scheckel
1 PM @ the view

acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Loose Gravel
2 PM @ spirits

steve Cavanaugh & 
Randy Droessler
3 PM @ stone Cliff 

Bob Dorr & the Blue2
3 PM @ tabor Home Winery

Johnnie Walker
3 PM @ sunset Ridge Winery

aaron Williams & the Hoodoo
3 PM @ new Diggings 
General store

Open Mic w/ Danny Parker
3 PM @ the Cornerstone

DBQ Musical youth showcase
Hosted by River Glen
4 PM @ the smokestack

Renegade & GHs 
4 PM @ sandy Hook tavern

Music In the Gardens:
Jim Busta Band
6:30 PM @ DBQ arboretum

MONDAY, JUNE 4
Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ Monk’s Kaff ee Pub

TUESDAY, JUNE 5
amber Dawn & adam Beck
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

trivia night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Open Mic
8 PM @ 7 Hills

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
JJ schmitz
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

acoustic Jam w/ Korey steil
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ the Blu 
Room, Breezer’s Pub

Comedian Brian Hicks
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Lee Bains & the Glory Fires, 
Wood Chickens
10 PM @ the Lift

THURSDAY, JUNE 7
ace Jones
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

andrew Houy
6 PM @ the yardarm

tri-state Wind symphony
7:30 PM @ Eagle Point 
Park Band shell

Medicinal Purposes
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone
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smokestack Jazz night
7 PM @ the smokestack

aaron Kamm & the One Drops
10 PM @ the Lift

FRIDAY, JUNE 8
Ralph Kluseman
365 Lunchtime Jam
noon @ town Clock Plaza

america’s River Festival
Michael Ray, High valley, 
Walker Hayes, Lindsay Ell, 
the struggs
5 PM @ Port of Dubuque 

Hoff mann, troy, Marceau, & 
Flowers
6 PM @ spirits

Johnnie Walker
6 PM @ the Palace, Dyersville

Plug nickel
6:30 PM @ Dyersville 
Downtown Friday night

Dueling Pianos
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

adam Beck
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

smokestack Comedy showcase
7:30 PM @ the smokestack

Gareth Woods
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Marty Raymon
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Big Wes turner trio
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

the Lonely Goats
8 PM @ the yardarm

the Resistors
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Jason Ray Brown
9 PM @ 7 Hills

Marah & Mainsail
10 PM @ the Lift

SATURDAY, JUNE 9
acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Mixed Emotions
2 PM @ Off shore

Danny Parker
2 PM @ the Cornerstone

the Mockers
2 PM @ Grape Escape

John Moran
2 PM @ Galena Cellars

america’s River Festival
Pat Benatar & neil Giraldo, 
John Kay & steppenwolf, 
night Ranger, Main street 
Jazz Band
5:30 PM @ Port of Dubuque

Rockin’ On the River:
adam splinter & adam Brown
6 PM @ Cascade Riverview 
amphitheater

Dueling Pianos
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Jef spradley
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

Gareth Woods
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

River Glen
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

the Craig Erickson Band
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Johnny trash
25th anniversary Party
8 PM @ the yardarm

Johnnie Walker
8 PM @ spirits

Madtown Mannish Boys
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

5th Fret
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

the Mockers
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

Riding atlas
9 PM @ the smokestack

the Lonely Goats
9 PM @ 7 Hills

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
Roy schroedl
10 aM @ Barrel House

tony Walker
noon @ Off shore

Open Mic w/ scott Rische
noon @ Grape Escape

Broken strings
1 PM @ the yardarm

acoustic Jam
1 PM @ Council Hill station

Jeff  Weydert Duo
2 PM @ spirits

Becky McMahon
3 PM @ stone Cliff 

Hoff mann, troy, & Marceau
3 PM @ sunset Ridge Winery

Eugene smiles Project
3 PM @ new Diggings 
General store

Mike Moncada
3 PM @ the Cornerstone

Music In Jackson Park
6 PM @ Jackson Park

Music In the Gardens:
Ballyheigue
6:30 PM @ DBQ arboretum

McKenna Grace Rische & 
Just Plain trouble
10 PM @ the Lift

MONDAY, JUNE 11
Comedy Open Mic
8 PM @ Monk’s Kaff ee Pub

TUESDAY, JUNE 12
Massey Road
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

trivia night
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Open Mic
8 PM @ 7 Hills

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
Ralph Kluseman
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

acoustic Jam
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Gladdy’s Open Mic Experience
6:30 PM @ the Blu 
Room, Breezer’s Pub

Comedian Ralphie Roberts
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THURSDAY, JUNE 14
Bike night: Four Day Creep
5 PM @ McGrath 
Harley-Davidson

statue of Liberty
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

tanner scheckel Band
6 PM @ the yardarm

tsWs Potosi Community 
Band Concert
7:30 PM @ Eagle Point 
Park Band shell

smokestack Jazz night
7 PM @ the smokestack

FRIDAY, JUNE 15
Maureen Kilgore
365 Lunchtime Jam
noon @ town Clock Plaza

Dubuque… and all that Jazz
the salsa Band, Eleanor 
Roosevelt Middle school 
Jazz Band
4 PM @ town Clock Plaza

the Wundo Band
5 PM @ Great Galena 
Balloon Race

Becky McMahon
6 PM @ spirits

Massey Road
7 PM @ Grand tap

Johnnie Walker
7 PM @ stone Cliff 

Ian Gould
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

BBI
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Mixed Emotions
8 PM @ Q Casino

Dev-o & Prince ace EP 
Release Party
8 PM @ the smokestack

taste Like Chicken
8 PM @ the yardarm

Hot Mess
8 PM @ trackside

Ryne Doughty
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

the unincorporated
8:30 PM @ Grape Escape

nIGHtLIFE yEaH! Fy5 Is COMInG BaCK tO DuBuQuE!

SUBMIT YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS!
LOOKING FOR A FREE AND EASY WAY TO PROMOTE 
YOUR LIVE MUSIC EVENTS? JUST SEND YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR OUR WAY!
EMAIL: MUSIC@DUBUQUE365.COM
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FRIDAY, JUnE 1

Blu Flame Duo Album Release Recital
7:30 PM @ CLARKE UNIVERSITY JANSEN 

MUSIC HALL (1550 CLARKE DR)

From Brazilian traditional bossa nova to 
original jazz compositions, the Blu Flame Duo 
have been performing locally for the past few 
years. the duo will be releasing their fi rst 
album combining jazz standards of yesteryear 
with some modern originals reminiscent of the 
styles of the crooner era.

spindrift, the Rush tribute
8 PM @ DIAMOND JO CASINO 

MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR (301 BELL ST)

spindrift, the Rush tribute, is the collabora-
tive eff ort of three lifetime Rush fans, each a 
dedicated follower of the original artist they 
represent in their act, playing select music 
from all of Rush’s numerous albums span-
ning over 35 years. the full show consists of 
three hours of Rush songs from many of their 
albums, both old and new. they incorporate all 
of the elements that Rush uses onstage, which 
includes a variety of acoustic and electronic 
equipment, allowing them to be as authentic as 
possible in their show. as 365ink ’s publisher is 
a huge Rush snob, he would like to give these 
guys two thumbs up. they’re the real deal. 

sundae & Mr. Goessl
9 PM @ THE SMOKESTACK (62 EAST 7TH ST)

this charming husband/wife duo incor-
porates humor, vintage style, interesting 
instrumentation, nostalgia and serious 
chops in their act and were awarded Best 
Jazz act of 2017 from Seattle Weekly.

sAtURDAY, JUnE 2

Michael Charles
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ

(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

Eight-time Grammy elected artist, Michael 
Charles has enjoyed being featured in 
numerous television, radio broadcasts, and 
music magazines and gracing countless 
stages and pages. In 2015, Michael Charles 
was induction into the Blues Hall of Fame.

WEDnEsDAY, JUnE 6

Lee Bains & the Gloryfi res, Wood Chickens
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Lee Bains III & the Glory Fires’ Youth Detention is a 
sprawling and visceral record given to both deep 
introspection and high-volume spiritual uplift. 
Wood Chickens are a caff eine fueled cowpunk 
outfi t burning down barns across the u.s. of a.

BUDWEIsER LIvE MUsIC FEAtUREs



sPInDRIFt: tHE RUsH tRIBUtE
FRIDAY, JUnE 1 @ 8 PM
Whether you are a dedicated Rush fan or just 
into high-energy, thought-provoking music, 

you will have a good time celebrating the achievements of these 
three lifetime Rush fans. 

KInG EXPLOsIOn: 
tHREE DECADEs OF tHE KInG
JUnE 22 & 23
“King Explosion: Three Decades of the King” 

will bring together national award-winning Elvis tribute artists 
Joseph Hall, Ryan Pelton, and Bill Cherry for three exciting 
performances.

RUBBER sOUL
sAtURDAY, JULY 21 @ 4 & 8 PM
Rubber Soul takes audience members on 
a musical journey through the lengthy 

career of one of rock music’s most celebrated bands. 

Club 84
SATURDAY, JUNE 2 @ 7 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Brian Hicks
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 @ 8 PM

Dueling Pianos
JUNE 8 & 9 @ 7 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Ralphie Roberts
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13 @ 8 PM

BBI
FRIDAY, JUNE 15 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Michael Palascak
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Gary Becwar
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27 @ 8 PM

Lexi Parr & the Rubyblonde 
Band w/ Jabber Box
FRIDAY, JUNE 29 @ 8 PM

Rockinfreakapotamus & 
Fresh Fighters
SATURDAY, JUNE 30 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Craig Allen
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Jeff  Dye
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11 @ 8 PM

Lava Rock
SATURDAY, JULY 14 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Charlie Weiner
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Brad tassel
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25 @ 8 PM

MIssIssIPPI MOOn BAR
EntERtAInMEnt
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets 
for all performances are available at the Diamond Club inside 
the Diamond Jo Casino or online at MoonBarRocks.com.

MJ LIvE
sAtURDAY, JUnE 16 @ 8 PM
MJ LIVE is the number one Michael Jackson tribute show in the world showcas-
ing the energy, excitement, spectacle and pure joy of this legendary superstar and 
his music. Experience this awesome, theatrical stage production with its power-
ful sound, spectacular lighting, visual eff ects, team of dancers and live band on 
stage taking audiences back to when the King of Pop ruled the charts—along 
with the Michael Jackson tribute artist’s spot-on breathtaking impersonations, 
performed by rotating impersonators Jalles Franca and Santana Jackson. Sing 
along to many of Jackson’s biggest hits presented all on one stage, including 
“Bad,” “Billie Jean,” “Beat It,” “Dangerous,” “Smooth Criminal,” “Black & White,” 
“Thriller,” “Don’t Stop Till You Get Enough,” and many more. MJ LIVE also includes 
a Jackson 5 segment (“I’ll Be There,” “I Want You Back”) inspired by Soul Train.
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tHURsDAY, JUnE 7

Aaron Kamm and the One Drops
10 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

Hailing from st. Louis, MO, aaron Kamm 
and the One Drops merge fl avors of 
roots reggae, Mississippi River blues, 
improv-laced jams, and soulful vocals.

FRIDAY, JUnE 8

Big Wes turner’s trio
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

Rick Becker, Gary Hendrickson and tom 
McCarty are Madison area musical veterans 
who play a deep repertoire of roots genres: 
rhythm and blues, and rock and roll.

sAtURDAY, JUnE 9

Craig Erickson Blues Band
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

Iowa Rock and Roll Hall of Fame artist Craig 
Erickson is a singer/multi-instrumentalist, 
writer, and producer. Raised in the Midwest, his 
stylistic brew includes blues, fusion, rock, jazz, 
funk, reggae, acoustic, and more. 

Madtown Mannish Boys
8 PM @ FLATTED FIFTH BLUES & BBQ

(300 POTTER DR, BELLEVUE, IA)

the Madison-based Madtown Mannish Boys are 
steeped in Chicago-style blues. they play harmon-
ica-driven tunes and perform with raw exuberance 
and driving rhythms that make you want to boogie.

sUnDAY, JUnE 10

McKenna Grace Rische, tom Buller and 
Just Plain trouble
9 PM @ THE LIFT (180 MAIN ST)

the voices of Grace and tom Buller blend 
and separate into a bar room drawl opera 
while nashville’s Just Plain trouble work their 
butts off  to get you quality country music. 

sAtURDAY, JUnE 16

Laurie Morvan Band
8 PM @ THE BLU ROOM (600 CENTRAL AVE)

the Laurie Morvan Band is a 5-piece high 
energy, rockin’ blues band lead by a fi ery female 
lead guitarist vocalist. a pumpin’, thumpin,’ 
tight-as-nails machine from Long Beach, Ca.

nIGHtLIFE 100% JaM, nO FILLER

365InK 
LUnCHtIME JAM
FRIDAYs tHROUGH sUMMER
nOOn–1 PM @ tOWn CLOCK PLAZA
The 365ink Lunchtime Jam returns for 
another very laid-back summer season 
under the Town Clock in downtown 
Dubuque. For almost as long as there has 
been a 365 there has been a Lunchtime 
Jam. Sponsored by Prudential Financial, 
the Jam is a series of lunch hour concerts 
featuring the area’s fi nest acoustic 
musicians and singer/songwriters.

Select Lunchtime Jams will also fea-
ture great food by Carlos O’ Kelly’s, and 
there are, of course, a dozen great food 
options within a stone’s throw of the 
plaza at lunch. Jams will be cancelled 
in the case of rain or excessive heat. n

June 1: Roy schroedl
June 8: Ralph Kluseman
June 15: Maureen Kilgore
June 22: Cal Coohey
June 29: tBA

BUDWEIsER LIvE MUsIC FEAtUREs
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nIGHtLIFE I WOnDER IF unCLE IKE’s Has OtaMatOnE LEssOns

Sevendust with Memphis May Fire, 
 Fire From the Gods and Madame Mayhem
Thursday, May 31 | 7 PM (All Ages) 
Hits include: “Enemy”, “Denial” & “Crucified”
G.A. Tix: $25, Turpin Dodge VIP Pit: $45 

An alternative metal 
band from Atlanta, 
Georgia, Sevendust have 
attained success with 
three consecutive RIAA 
gold certified albums, 
a Grammy nomination, 

and have sold millions of albums worldwide. 
Sevendust has released ten studio albums, 
earned additional charting success and gold 
sales certifications. They have also re-released 
their self-titled album as Sevendust: Definitive 
Edition which contains five new tracks and a 
DVD. Memphis May Fire, Fire From The Gods 
& Madame Mayhem open the night’s music.

Kip Moore with LOCASH & Cale Dodds
Saturday, June 2 | 7 PM (All Ages) 
Hits Include: “More Girls Like You,”  
“Beer Money” & “Somethin’ ‘Bout a Truck”
G.A. Tix $50, VIP Pit $75

The country music  
singer-songwriter’s  
debut album, Up All 
Night, was the best- 
selling debut album by 
a male in 2012 and 2013.  
It spawned 3 huge 

hits for Moore include the smash single 
“Something ‘Bout a Truck” with a half dozen 
top 40 U.S. country charting favorites that 
followed… so far. LOCASH fuses modern 
Country and classic heartland Rock with 
an edgy vocal blend in “one of Nashville’s 
hardest-working acts” (Rolling Stone). Eight 
charting singles include “I Love This Life,” 
and the #1 smash, “I Know Somebody”. 
Up and comer Cale Dodds opens the show 
featuring his single “Take You Back”.

Colt Ford with Moonshine Bandits
Saturday, June 16 | 7 PM (All Ages)
Hits include: “The High Life,” “Drivin’ Around 
Song” & “Shoulda Named It After Me”
G.A. Tix $35, VIP Pit $55

Rapper, singer-song-
writer, entrepreneur, 
and former professional 
golfer Colt Ford is best 
known for his music 
fusing country and 
hip hop, which has 

been categorized as “country rap”. He has 
released six albums and charted six times 
on the Hot Country Songs charts.

Banshee
Friday, June 1 | 8 PM - FREE

Banshee is a party rock 
band that takes all your 
contemporary top 40 
hits and delivers them in 
an edgy punk rock style. 
Jazmine’s soaring lead 
vocals combined with 

Andy’s face melting guitar work and Steve’s 
unbelievable double bass skills, topped off by 
Dave’s solid bass foundation, along with his 
energetic playing style, and you have a mix 
that you can’t help but dance to. 
 

Slaughter
Thursday, June 21 | 8 PM
Hits include: “Up All Night, Fly to the Angels”
Standing room only tickets start at $25, 
Early Entry $35.

In 1990, Slaughter hit 
radio, MTV and the U.S. 
touring circuit like a 
tornado. Touring the 
world with bands that 
they loved - Kiss, Ozzy, 
and others - meant the 

good times were just a song away, and 
their first hit single “Up All Night” certainly 
fit into that mold. Their second chart- 
topper “Fly To The Angels” was more  
representative of the spirituality and 
awareness that goes into most of the 
band’s music and lyrics. But never were 
Slaughter more accurately represented 
than live onstage in front of their legions  
of devoted fans.  You simply MUST see 
their drummer, Zoltan, live... WOW!

Craig Campbell with Jake Dodds
Saturday, June 30 | 8 PM
Hits include: “Family Man,” “Keep Them Kisses 
Comin”. and “Outskirts of Heaven”. 
Standing room only tickets start at $19.

Good things come to 
those who wait. For 
singer-songwriter Craig 
Campbell, the wait is 
finally over. Starting in 
2010, “Family Man” and 
“Outta My Head” both 

cracked the Top 15 on Billboard’s Country 
Airplay chart, while others like the hook-in-
cheek “Fish” snagged more than 10 million 
on-demand streams. “Keep Them Kisses 
Comin’” became a bonafide Top 10 hit, 
while “Outskirts of Heaven” showed an  
artist sensitive enough to share his soul and 
courageous enough to stand on conviction. 
Along the way he became a regular on the 
Grand Ole Opry and appeared on NBC’s 
Today Show and supports the USO.

Q SHOWROOM
ENTERTAINMENT

TIX: QCASINOANDHOTEL.COM
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So how is the beer? 
Definitely worth your time. 
I didn’t fall in love with 
every beer in the flights 
we ordered, but that’s the 
case with ANY brew-
ery. None of them were 
complete disappointments 
(which is almost NEVER 
the case with breweries) 
and some of them are 
brilliant. Their beer menu 
comes with the informa-
tion every beer snob looks 
for—ABV (alcohol by volume) and IBU (international 
bittering units). Let me tell you about some of my faves.

For the hop heads, there’s the Ice Harbor IPA. It boasts 
a blend of pale ale and crystal malts with five different 
kinds of hops—Amarillo, horizon, centennial, simcoe, and 
cascade. It comes in at a respectable 70 IBU. For compari-
son, Dogfish Head’s 90-Minute IPA comes in at 90 IBU. 
It has the lovely floral aroma that a good IPA has. I know 
people who don’t like the bitterness of an IPA but will 
request frequent sniffs of mine. I may have weird friends.

For malt mavens, there’s their doppelbock. It’s a 
big beer with 9.5 ABV with just 24 IBU. It’s very easy 
drinking so be careful with it. With that much alcohol, 
it’ll mess you up if you’re not careful. And I never am.

Our favorite is the Bourbon Port Scotch Ale. There’s a 
lot to unpackage in that name, so stick with me. A scotch 
ale is very malt-forward, sweeter than most beers, with a 
color that ranges from a rich, deep amber to a dark brown. 
Old Chub by Oskar Blues is a good scotch ale you can find 
in stores around here. This beer is fermented in Cedar 
Ridge Port Bourbon barrels. That means that these barrels 
have been used three times—once to age port, which is a 
fortified wine; once to age Cedar Ridge bourbon, which 
imparts some of that port goodness into the bourbon; 
and once by Catfish Creek to impart ALL that goodness 
into this beer. Using a bourbon barrel infuses the vanillins 

into a beer. Any time you drink a beer and it has a kind of 
vanilla flavor to it, it’s probably been in a bourbon barrel. It 
doesn’t come from vanilla. It comes from vanillin com-
pounds created when oak is charred. And when you add 
the elements of the port? Holy crap, friends. I love this beer 
dearly. I just imagine one of those barrels working wonders 
with port, bourbon, and finally beer. Those barrels accom-
plish more than most people do in an entire lifetime. Those 
barrels can probably speak like four different languages.

Now that I’ve got that off my chest…
When you come to Catfish Charlie’s you’re first struck 

by the setting. We’ve had some pleasant weather for eat-
ing outside lately, and the views of the river from Catfish 
Charlie’s, as well as the rustic shade umbrellas make for a 
pleasant dining experience. Get in on that before it gets 
too hot, yo. And when it gets too hot, take it inside. The 
interior is decorated like you’d expect a seafood joint to 
be decorated, except for the funny and inspirational-but-
not-glurgy quotes on the wall, complete with the entire 
“Here’s to the crazy ones” quote from that old Apple 
commercial. I could take or leave that kind of thing, but 
it gives one something to look at other than your phone.

Food, though.
I got two good-sized lobster tails with two sides for 

just $26.99. You hear me? I don’t think I need to say 
more than that. I could end this now. That’s an awesome 
price for two lobster tails. And that’s a fixed price. None 
of this “market price” BS. When ordering lobster, or 
any seafood, you worry about it being overcooked. It’s 
incredibly easy to do. The beer has drawn me to Catfish 
Charlie’s several times over the past few weeks and so 
far, I haven’t been subjected to leathery, dry seafood. I’ve 
tried the lobster, the pongo, the crawfish, the scallops, the 
shrimp and on and on and it has all been perfectly done.

Speaking of the crawfish, don’t sleep on the crawfish. 
Crawfish is a vastly underrated and sustainable shellfish. 
Catfish Charlie’s crawfish is served in a breading that is 
very tempura-like, served with a tangy/zippy comeback 
sauce. My wife wasn’t so into it, despite crawfish being 
her favorite crawfish, but I loved it. I’d prefer to have a big 
ol’ pile of whole, boiled crawfish so I can pinch some tails 
and suck some heads, but I suspect I’m in the minority.

Catfish Charlie’s also boasts a wonderful Cajun 
menu. You can roux the day (see what I did there?) with 
jambalaya, gumbo, or even étouffée. If you’re not into 
the spicy, you’ll want to look elsewhere on the menu, 

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but here in the Tri-States 
we’re about as far as we can get from a sea. As such, 
seafood is not really something we’re known for. While 
there’s a New England clam chowder and a Manhattan 
clam chowder, a Dubuque clam chowder is probably 
not in the cards. And that’s a shame. It’s 2018 and great 
advances have been made in refrigeration technology 
over the years. I expect to get some backlash for saying 
this, but fresh frozen seafood is nearly as good (if not 
just as good) as fresh seafood. There’s no reason we 
can’t have a Dubuque clam chowder with bacon and 
roasted corn with maybe a beer cheese base. Maybe on 
the side we can have some kind of hush puppy situation 
with deep fried balls of turkey and dressing. Anyway. 
The point is, just because we’re technically landlocked, 
doesn’t mean we seafood lovers are totally screwed. 
Catfish Charlie’s has been proving that to us for years.

When you come to Catfish Charlie’s, you’re first 
struck by the...I’m sorry. Before I get into all that, 
there’s something I’ve got to get off my chest:

WHY DIDN’T ANYBODY TELL ME THAT CATFISH 
CHARLIE’S STARTED BREWING THEIR OWN BEER?!

Catfish Charlie’s has been brewing their own beer 
under their Catfish Creek label since 2016. That’s two 
whole years where one of you degenerates could have 
told me that there was a local beer option at Dubuque’s 
#1 seafood restaurant. And you didn’t! I thought you 
and I were cool. Here I just handed you the makings 
of a game-changing Dubuque clam chowder recipe 
and you can’t even say, “Hey, Danny. Have you been 
to Catfish Charlie’s lately? They’re brewing their own 
beer now.” I know, I know. It’s not your job to tell me 
where to find good food and drink. It’s my job to tell 
you. But somebody should have said something, you 
buttfaces! I’m sorry. That wasn’t called for. You’re not 
a buttface. It’s not your fault, obviously. I’m just disap-
pointed in myself. How did this slip under my radar? 

CAtFIsH CHARLIE’s 
BREWs BEER nOW?!
BY DAnnY FAIRCHILD

COLUMnIsts DEEP FRIED BaLLs OF tuRKEy anD DREssInG? COunt ME In!

ALLIGATOR NUGGETS FISH ‘N CHIPS

TWIN LOBSTER TAILS
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but I trust you’re smart enough to not 
order Cajun food if that’s the case.

Also impressive is the number of 
sides you can choose from. I’d have 
been happy with just some fries and 
coleslaw but Catfish Charlie’s comes 
correct with hand-cut fries, coleslaw, 
hush puppies, red beans & rice, beer 
cheese mac n cheese, clam chowder 
and other soups, a side salad, pasta 
salad, homemade potato chips, sau-
teed vegetables, harvest blend rice, 
and three cheese smashed potatoes.

Our biggest beef with the appetiz-
ers and entrées is that the crab isn’t real 
crab. To me it’s a harsh reminder that we 
are not on the coast. Not to say it wasn’t 
delicious in the shrimp and crab jamba-
laya, but...y’know...real crab is real crab. 
Of course, real crab is real expensive.

Desserts? Let me tell you. My wife 
loves bread pudding. And with all her 
favorite foods, she’s very particular 
about it. For example, she loves fresh 
tomatoes, but she’ll only eat really 
good fresh tomatoes. Same with bread 
pudding. She loves bread pudding but 
it has to be good bread pudding. And 
she has a whole set of rules I don’t 
fully understand for what is considered 
good bread pudding. Well somebody 
get her some glow sticks, a pacifier, 
and a few tablets of ecstasy because 

she is raving about the chocolate chip 
bread pudding at Catfish Charlie’s. 
(Just kidding. Please don’t send my 
wife ecstasy. That would be weird.)

If you’re not into beer, they have 
a pretty decent cocktail menu. I was 
in a mood for something with blue 
curacao in it (“curacao” is pronounced 
KYOO-ruh-soh. I know you’ve always 
wondered that) so I ordered the Mis-
sissippi Black Water. It’s kind of like the 
grape drink you had when you were 
kids but ‘cept it’ll mess you up a bit. 
Well...it’ll mess some people up. My 
tolerance for alcohol has been hard-
earned. My wife’s cocktail was even 
better, but I’ll let her tell you about it.

Things my wife wanted to 
make sure I mentioned:
• Bathroom well lit, fresh smell, 

clean, three good sized stalls, 
good water pressure on sinks

• I saw geese, a jumping fish, 
and a whole duck family

• Music was quiet enough 
to barely notice

• Staff pleasant and attentive, 
happy to answer questions

• Parking in lot
• Mississippi Mudtini martini tasted 

like the Lil Debbie snack cake 
brownies I ate at lunch in middle 
school, in the best way n

COLUMnIsts DRInKInG Is My FavORItE Way tO COnsuME DEssERt

DANNY FAIRCHILD
DANNY DOESN’T TAKE CRAP FROM NOBODY, BUT HE’LL TAKE FOOD 

FROM ALMOST ANYBODY. IF YOU WANT TO FIGHT DANNY, OR FEED 

HIM NOM-NOMS, EMAIL HIM AT DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM.

CAtFIsH CHARLIE’s
1630 E 16tH st, DUBUQUE, IA
563-582-8600
CAtFIsHCHARLIEsDUBUQUE.COM
Hours: Mon–Thurs: 11 AM–9 PM;  
Fri–Sat: 11 AM–10 PM; Sun: 9 AM–9 PM
Prices: $9.99–$27.99

FLIGHT OF BEER
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COLUMnIsts tHat’s RIGHt, tHERE’s a suMMER REaDInG PROGRaM FOR aDuLts tOO!

LUG nUt stORY
BY MAtt BOOtH

A man is driving down a road that passes a 
mental hospital. He hears a loud noise, and 
his car shakes. He realizes that he’s had a 
blowout. He pulls over to the side of the 
road, and sure enough, he has a flat tire. He 
gets the spare out of the trunk and begins 
to change the tire. He jacks up the car, 
removes the wheel with the flat tire, and 
to prevent the lug nuts from getting lost, 
he carefully places them in the hubcap.

So far, so good. But, as he is install-
ing the spare, he bumps his foot against 
the hubcap, which sends the lug nuts 
rolling. Oh, no: all four of the lug nuts 
fall through the grate of a storm sewer. 
The man curses out load, and hol-
lers “What am I gonna do now?”

A soft voice comes from the other 
side of a nearby fence. The voice says 
“You can take one lug nut off each 
of your other three wheels and put 
them on the spare. That will hold your 
wheels on well enough for you to get 
to the service station down the road.”

The driver walks over to the fence, 
sees the sign that says “State Mental Hos-
pital,” and says to the guy on the other 
side of the fence: “Hey, that’s great com-
mon sense. So how come you’re in a place 
like this?” The mental patient smiles, 
shrugs, and says “Sir, I’m in here because 
I’m crazy, not because I’m dumb.”

Imagine, for a moment, that you could 
have a super power. Just one. What 
would you choose? Invisibility? Super 
strength? Teleporting? How about com-
mon sense? Common sense according to 
Aristotle is an actual power of inner sen-
sation whereby the various objects of the 
external senses are united and judged. 
Simply put, it is a way of reasoning based 
on the knowledge gathered. It is our 
common sense that allows us to function 
every day. I don’t think people are dumb, 
and I do think the collective knowledge of 

our society is increasing. Unfortunately, 
common sense is becoming so un-
common that it is the new superpower.

For example, it is common sense that 
if you drop a ball, it will fall. It always 
has, and it always will. It is common 
sense that the sun came up yesterday 
and will tomorrow, so you don’t have to 
go to bed in fear. Common sense tells us 
that eating too much candy or drinking 
too much beer will make you sick (since 
it has in the past), and that red glowing 
things tend to be hot. Common sense 
is our survival mechanism at work. 

It is common sense not to walk in 
front of a speeding car, since, at some 
point in your past, you’ve seen fast 
things hit fleshy things and said to your-
self, “ouch”. Common sense would also 
suggest that a small person might best 
avoid getting in a fight with a large per-
son as he can easily imagine the effects. 

If common sense was common, 
people would not talk or text while 
driving in their car. Politicians and lead-
ers would care about those they serve. 
Admit it, at some point in your life, 
you’ve run around the house in tights 
and a cape, or at least thought about 
it. There is something fascinating about 
superheroes and their superpowers that 
capture the imaginations of kids (big and 
small). As a superpower, common sense 
might not be as cool as super strength, 
teleportation or elasticity, but today, 
it seems to be almost as invisible. n

MATT BOOTH
MATT BOOTH HAS EARNED HIS CSP (CERTIFIED SPEAKING PROFESSIONAL) 

DESIGNATION. THE CSP IS THE SPEAKING INDUSTRY’S INTERNATIONAL MEASURE 

OF PROFESSIONALISM. THE CSP DESIGNATION IS CONFERRED BY THE NATIONAL 

SPEAKERS ASSOCIATION (NSA) ONLY ON THOSE SPEAKERS WHO HAVE EARNED IT 

BY MEETING STRICT QUALIFYING CRITERIA. THE LETTERS CSP FOLLOWING A SPEAKER’S 

NAME IDENTIFY THAT SPEAKER IS A SPEAKING PROFESSIONAL WITH A PROVEN TRACK RECORD FOR 

UNDERSTANDING AND DELIVERING VALUE FROM THE PLATFORM. TO FIND OUT HOW MATT CAN HELP 

YOUR GROUP IMPROVE THEIR ATTITUDES, CALL 563-590-9693 OR EMAIL MATT@MATTBOOTH.COM.

“Your attitude can, in no way, be divorced 
from your performance”—Matt Booth
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COLUMnIsts snaCKs aRE tHE BEst KInD OF FOOD
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COLUMnIsts My FavORItE Way tO Eat CHICKEn Is WItH MORE CHICKEn

WHERE’s GEnERAL BOB?
General Bob is out and about. Do you know where he’s at?

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 34

HOW tO MAKE An 
InFORMED DECIsIOn 
WHEn sHOPPInG FOR CHICKEn
BY HY-vEE nUtRItIOnIsts MEGAn HORstMAn (AsBURY) AnD AMY CORDInGLEY (LOCUst)

Learn what all the labels mean, and make a 
smarter choice for Men’s Health Month.

Cookout season has arrived. But did you know June 
is also Men’s Health Month? The purpose is to encour-
age men to seek early detection health screenings for 
various conditions and focus on prevention through 
exercise and diet. One way to support this mission is to 
choose lean proteins that are low in saturated fat. So let’s 
talk about chicken. We know it’s often a leaner choice 
than certain cuts of red meat, but knowing the lingo 
on the label can help you make an informed decision.

AIR CHILLED
You may have noticed the label “Air Chilled” on a pack-
age of chicken, but what does it mean? Here’s the short 
answer: During processing, chickens need to be cooled 
quickly for food safety. In the U.S., this is most often 
done by soaking the chickens in chlorine-treated water 
baths, where the chickens end up absorbing some of 
the water. Through air chilling, the chickens are cooled 
rapidly by air, so there’s no chance of water absorption, 
which can dilute fl avor. Many people claim that air chilled 
chickens taste better for this reason. Smart Chicken 

farms was one of the fi rst in the U.S. to invest 
in air chill technology for improved 

taste and 
texture, 
which is why 
you’ll see 

“no added water” 
on their label.

ORGAnIC
Organic chickens are fed an organic diet free of 
pesticides. The label also means the chickens have 
access to the outdoors and are free from antibiot-
ics. In order to maintain organic certifi cation, chicken 
farms are inspected annually to make sure a strict 
set of USDA organic guidelines are followed.

HORMOnEs
Federal regulations prevent the use of hormones 
or steroids for all poultry—organic or not. So if 
you see hormone-free on a package of chicken, 
remember that all chicken is hormone-free.

AntIBIOtICs
If the label says “raised without antibiotics,” it means 
just that. For farms that use antibiotics, there are 
measures in place to prevent any traces of antibiotics 
in processed and packaged poultry. Other farms, using 
Smart Chicken as the example again, have antibiotics 
available in the rare case of sickness, but any chicken 
treated with antibiotics is not sold as Smart Chicken.

CAGE-FREE
This is only a consideration for eggs, since chick-
ens raised for meat are not raised in cages. Yet, 
you might still see this claim on the label.

FREE-RAnGE
It might sound like the chickens are frolicking 
through the fi elds, but free-range simply means 
the chickens have access to the outdoors. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

HOnEY sEsAME sEED GRILLED CHICKEn

MAKES 8 SERVINGS

Ingredients
• 2 lbs. smart Chicken boneless skinless chicken breasts
• ½ cup reduced sodium soy sauce
• ¼ cup honey
• 2 tbsp sesame oil
• 2 tbsp rice wine vinegar
• ¼ tsp garlic powder
• ¼ tsp ground ginger
• 2 tbsp sliced green onions
• 2 tbsp toasted sesame seeds

Directions
1. Preheat a charcoal or gas grill for direct 

grilling over medium heat.
2. Place chicken breasts in a re-sealable plastic bag.
3. In a medium bowl, whisk together soy sauce, honey, 

sesame oil, rice wine vinegar, garlic powder and ground 
ginger. Pour into to plastic bag. seal bag, place on a 
plate in the refrigerator, and marinate for 2 hours.

4. Grill chicken, discarding marinade, for 10 to 12 minutes, 
turning once halfway through cooking, or until internal 
temperature of chicken reaches 165 degrees. 5. to serve, 
top chicken with green onions and sesame seeds.

Nutrition facts per serving: 160 calories, 4.5g fat, 0.5g 
saturated fat, 85mg cholesterol, 190mg sodium, 3g 
carbohydrate, 0g fi ber, 2g sugar, 26g protein

Source: Hy-Vee.com

chickens taste better for this reason. Smart Chicken 
farms was one of the fi rst in the U.S. to invest 

in air chill technology for improved 
taste and 

texture, 
which is why 
you’ll see 

“no added water” 
on their label.

turning once halfway through cooking, or until internal 
temperature of chicken reaches 165 degrees. 5. to serve, 

Nutrition facts per serving: 160 calories, 4.5g fat, 0.5g 



sPOt tHE DIFFEREnCE
Find 10 diff erences in this photo from the 2017 America’s River Festival by Ron Tigges 
at DigitalDubuque.com. Answers on page 34.

UPCOMInG FAMILY EvEnts
tHURsDAY, MAY 31

Reading takes You Everywhere!
4 PM @ EAST DUBUQUE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (EAST DUBUQUE, IL)

Celebrate the summer Reading Kickoff  with 
Chris McBrien! Enjoy entertainment from 
around the world including ukulele from Hawaii 
and Chinese and Egyptian magic and music and 
sign up for summer reading! Refreshments pro-
vided. Free. 122 Wisconsin ave, East Dubuque, 
IL. 815-747-3052. EastDubuqueLibrary.com. 

sAtURDAY, JUnE 9

second saturdays at DuMA: turkana
1–2 PM @ DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART

Family-oriented programming features cultur-
ally-diverse performing arts acts and hands-on 
art activities that the entire family will enjoy. 
this month, Magician Bob Beardsley’s sleight of 
hand tricks will keep you entertained and ask-
ing, “How did he do that?” Free. DBQart.com.

sAtURDAY, JUnE 16 

PUP-A-FOO-GLEE!
10 AM–3 PM @ HAZEL GREEN OPERA HOUSE 

(HAZEL GREEN, WI)

Join Fever River Puppeteers for their annual 
festival of puppets, food and fun! Watch two 
performances, Ollie’s Garden and Scribble; 
create two puppets; and enjoy outdoor fun with 
concessions, chalk drawing, theater games, 
picture painting and puppet petting zoo! Free. 
2130 Main st, Hazel Green, WI. 608-732-6404.

CREAtIvE ADvEntURE LAB 
EvEnts

Adult Pottery Hand-building Workshop
SATURDAY, JUNE 2

10 AM–NOON @ CREATIVE ADVENTURE LAB

this easy introduction to pottery will teach 
adults how to make their own coil or pinch 
pot. Our knowledgeable and friendly instruc-
tor will guide you through each step for both 

hand-building techniques. $59 members; $65 
non-members. advntr.org/program-calendar.

FREE Pastel Demonstration
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6

5–5:30 PM @ CREATIVE ADVENTURE LAB

Creative adventure Lab’s staff  member, 
amanda, will introduce the materials and 
techniques of working in soft pastels in a free 
30-minute demonstration. Join us for this demo 
and watch amanda work! she’ll provide an 
overview of tools needed and some basic tips to 
help you get started in pastels. 
advntr.org/program-calendar.

Adult stained Glass suncatcher Workshop
SATURDAY, JUNE 9

NOON–3 PM @ CREATIVE ADVENTURE LAB

Learn how to create beautiful stained glass 
pieces from start to fi nish in this saturday 
workshop! topics include planning a project, 
cutting and grinding glass, wrapping in copper 
foil, and soldering. Participants will create their 
own small stained glass creation to take home. 
this is a great afternoon activity for couples or 
friends! $59 for members; $65 non-members. 
advntr.org/program-calendar.

Register for summer Adventure Camps!
JUNE–AUGUST

@ CREATIVE ADVENTURE LAB

Creative adventure Lab’s summer camp pro-
grams are a great way to foster creative thinking 
and innovation in a fun, interactive environ-
ment. Designed for children ages 6–9, 10–13, 
and 14–17, each program explores topics in art, 
science, and technology while building upon 
creative thinking and innovation skills. Camps 
run Monday–thursday, 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
during specifi c dates. tuition ranges from 
$150–$250 per week, depending on camp. 
Register today at advntr.org/summer-camps.

Family
Page
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COLUMnIsts I LIKE KOOL-aID...

tHE DOCtOR HAs 
LEFt tHE BUILDInG
BY BOB GELMs

In the last few months, writers have 
been dying at an accelerated pace. The 
list is long but the two that stick out are 
Philip Roth and the man who I’m writing 
about in this issue, Dr. Tom Wolfe.

Dr. Tom Wolfe is something of an 
American icon. He got his doctorate in 
American studies from Yale and is the 
writer mostly responsible for a style of 
writing we now call New Journalism. 
There were other writers doing this 
type of reporting including Dr. Hunter 
Thompson, Norman Mailer, Truman 
Capote, and Joan Didion, among others.

New Journalism started by accident. 
Wolfe was sent cross country to report on 
a snazzy car show. When he got back to 
the newspaper, he had a severe case of 
writer’s block. The newspaper had a lot of 
money sunk into this story so Tom was told 
to write up his notes. The editor was going 
to have someone else write the story.

Tom wrote all night and the notes 
took the form of traditional report-
ing but he used techniques com-
mon only to novelist. It wasn’t meant 
for publication. He turned it in.

His editor said it was the most inter-
esting piece of reporting he had ever 
read, so he rewrote the first couple of 
sentences and published it as is. Thus, 
was born New Journalism. That piece was 
expanded a bit and it became The Kandy-
Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby.

Another of Wolf’s nonfiction pieces, 
The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test, is 
probably the most famous and best 
example of the growing literary move-
ment. It is an experimental account 
of the famous bus trip across the 
country by The Merry Pranksters, Ken 
Kesey’s countercultural entourage.

Kesey, quite an author in his own 
right, was flush from having written two 
novels. He bought a school bus, had it 
painted in psychedelic colors and named 
it “Further.” Off they headed to New 
York with a fuzzy plan to “turn on” as 
many people as they could with LSD.

Kesey had (reportedly) a gallon glass 
jug filled with LSD made by the most 
famous drug dealer in the world, Owsley 
Stanley. Owsley did lighting for the Grate-
ful Dead but needed a side job. He learned 
the chemistry to make LSD and the rest is 
history. Owsley’s product was extremely 
pure and stronger than any other LSD on 
the market. Don’t you just love capitalism?

There were people on the bus who 
were to become very famous after the 

1960s: Ken Kesey 
himself; Wavy 
Gravy, that lovable 
guy who was to 
be included in the 
Woodstock movie; 
and Neal Cassady, the driver of the bus, 
who was a great friend of Jack Kerouac, 
Allen Ginsberg and one of America’s 
great novelists, William Burroughs.

Cassady in fact, was one of the major 
characters in Jack Kerouac’s wonder-
ful novel On the Road. They passed out 
acid all the across the nation. Sometimes 
these “Acid Tests” were advertised. A 
good time was had by all and in the 
words of the Grateful Dead, “Sometimes 
the lights all shining on me. Other times 
I can barely see. Lately it occurs to me. 
What a long strange trip it’s been.”

Dr. Tom Wolf was an essayist of 
power and grace. He laced his essays 
with copious amounts of satire. The 
best among dozens is without a doubt 
Radical Chic. It’s the story of a party 
at Leonard Bernstein’s apartment.

The party had very famous guests like 
Otto Preminger, Barbara Walters and Ber-
nstein’s wife, a famous Chilean actress. 
They all were trying to grab some street 
cred: rich white folks enveloping them-
selves in radical chic thanks to the “char-
ity” for the evening—the Black Panthers. 
Dr. Martin Luther King they were not.

Tom Wolfe’s piece about the party 
came out in New York Magazine, slic-
ing and dicing everybody. Later, a Black 
Panther who was there was asked about 
the soiree. He was more interested in com-
menting on something else, “You mean 
that dirty, blatant, lying, racist dog who 
wrote that fascist disgusting thing in New 
York Magazine?” I have a feeling that if that 
comment would have fit, Dr. Tom Wolfe 
would have put it on his business card.

Before I end, I am compelled to at 
least mention Tom Wolfe’s best non-fic-
tion book. It is what made me want to be 
an astronaut. The Right Stuff. It is magnifi-
cent. The stories of our first star voyagers.

In addition to reporting, articles and 
nonfiction, Dr. Tom Wolfe also mastered 
the novel. He wrote one of the best in 
the last half of the 20th century, Bonfire 
of the Vanities. It is superb, splendid, 
outstanding, and just plain excellent.

I suggest, this weekend, you binge 
on the writings of Tom Wolfe. That will 
be far more entertaining and enlighten-
ing than bingeing on Pawn Stars. n

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 34
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COLUMnIsts KIMIKO-tan, nO!

DEAR GWEn,
I’m 25, just left a great job at a major company in 
Dubuque, and I don’t know what I’m doing. I feel like 
I’ve misspent these amazing opportunities by being 
fl ighty and distractible. I mean, I’m not going to live 
my dreams, right? I should take the good things the 
universe gives me, right? ugh. What advice would 
you give your 25-year-old self?
—sincerely, Quarter-Life squanderer 

DEAR QUARtER-LIFE 
sQUAnDERER,
My 26-year-old extremely mature, extremely sage 
advice to 25-year-old me is, “HECK It.” you like 
pancakes? Eat pancakes until you hate them! you 
want to spend Friday night to Monday morning 
spilling Diet Mountain Dew on your chest because 
you’re too busy watching The L Word to sit up while 
you take a sip? Heck it! you want to pile your laundry 
on a chair for weeks and weeks until it becomes a 
sentient being and eats you alive? Heck. It. Friend. 
25-year-old me was concerned about whether or not 
her shoes went with her outfi t. and you know how 
many times that mattered? Exactly zero point zero 
zero times. 26-year-old Gwen is a human garbage 
disposal, eating Mexican rice by the heap and 
consuming hours of not-so-great television, but you 
know what? Growing up is for grown-ups. Pay ya 
bills, do your work, but don’t sweat the title. as far 
as your dreams are concerned, do you really think 
our corporate overlords will let you think you can’t 
buy your dreams? Make money, buy a Brita water 
pitcher, fi ll that god-shaped hole in your heart.
—xoxo Gwen

DEAR GWEn,
I’m in a toxic relationship. We’ve been on-off  for 
eight years and I’ve had enough of his drinking 
and cheating and lying, but I can’t seem to end it. 
When it’s good, it’s really good. But when it’s bad, 
it interrupts my whole life. How can I learn to live 
without him? How can I cut him off ?
—yours, Heartbroken on Hill street

DEAR HEARtBROKEn 
On HILL stREEt,
sounds like you need a ding dang distraction. 
Have you ever thought about playing Dungeons & 
Dragons? the college I went to had to ban it because 
kids played all night and stopped sleeping. I bet 
there are some fl aming hot Cheetos in it for you.

I know a mariachi band I could hook you up with. Maybe 
they could follow you around all day and you could avoid 
them like at Mexican restaurants when they’re getting 
closer and closer to your table and you’re feverishly 
trying to pay the check before they arrive. that could be 
your life! you’ll be too busy to call or text your ex because 
you’ll be on the run! the mariachi band could be a good 
conversation starter with a potential new boyfriend, too. 
How about that, Hill street? I mean, well, most boys are 
probably like the boy you’re already dating, but maybe 
you could get one of those Japanese girl body pillows 
and tote her around with you! Introduce her to your 
friends! Prop her up to watch you at the driving range! 

you know what they say, anime body pillows before 
bros…or something.
—xoxo Gwen

Good Advice
Gwen Werner’sw w

GWEN WERNER
GWEN WERNER IS A SORORITY DROPOUT AND 
CRYBABY, READY AND WILLING TO BOSS YOU 
AROUND. IF YOU WANT TO TELL HER SHE’S 
PRETTY, EMAIL GWEN.S.WERNER@GMAIL.COM.

PUZZLE AnsWERs

GENERAL BOB IS AT CAPRI COLLEGE
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ARIEs
(MAR 21–APR 19)
the world is becoming a difficult 

place to navigate, so take a much more sensitive 
approach to screaming deadlifting tips to 
strangers in coffee shops. you’ll be able to lead 
people better when you realize that not everyone 
wants to listen to Maximum Violence by six Feet 
under and add 20 pounds to their max.

tAURUs
(APR 20–MAY 20)
take the little free-time you’ve 

stumbled upon recently and use it as an 
opportunity to become likeable. If you find that 
people are becoming catatonic as you list your 
favorite unboxing youtube channels and that 
people also break their ankles trying to get away 
from you as you constantly show Polaroids of your 
feet to them at random moments, it might be time 
for a change. 

GEMInI
(MAY 21–JUNE 20)
you may feel as if you’re sinking into 

an emotional vortex. no solutions. Good luck with 
that. 

CAnCER
(JUNE 21–JULY 22)
the feelings of déjà vu are strong 

lately, so when you partake in your daily 9,000 lap 
walk around your bathroom, try to break the 
monotony by bumping your evening “seeing how 
many cotton balls I can shove into my mouth 
before I see the afterlife a little too closely and 
rush to pull them out with the vision of eternity 
still in my eyes” session up to lunchtime.

LEO
(JULY 23–AUG 22)
your psychic nature is strong, so you 

should trust any hunch you have about how the 
world will end up like that documentary Kevin 
Costner made where Earth ends up mostly 
covered by water. Build a shanty on the top of a 
mountain and spend the next few years of your 
life hauling supplies up there.

vIRGO
(AUG 23–SEP 22)
the key at the moment is to 

not take other people’s problems and turn 
them into negative yelp reviews about the 
restaurant that wouldn’t broil you a snake. 
a true king of burgers would be able to 
take any request and make it a meal.

LIBRA
(SEP 23–OCT 22)
you’ve invested a lot of time trying to 

build an app that finds the nearest deals on organ 
meat, but it might be time to cut your losses by 
just buying all the organ meat in a 150 mile radius 
and reselling it for a slight profit out of a cooler in 
your garage.

sCORPIO
(OCT 23–NOV 21)
your lucky number is 31.

sAGIttARIUs
(NOV 22–DEC 21)
there’s something to be said for 

being the sort of person who will only speak if 
they can arrange the words in each sentence in 
alphabetical order, even if you had to invent your 
own word for “zipper.”

CAPRICORn
(DEC 22–JAN 19)
though the Federation of vaporous 

Government Entities has put a moratorium on 
breathing from your mouth or nose from the time 
being, they’ve provided a pamphlet with many 
interesting, completely viable alternatives. Only a 
few of these involve do-it-yourself reconstructive 
surgery. as always, enforcement of this new decree 
will be enforced by round-the-clock surveillance of 
your home, car, and innermost thoughts.

AQUARIUs
(JAN 20–FEB 18)
I know you’ve been having some deep 

issues with parsing out both the specifics and 
non-specifics of your identity lately, but you could also 
just stay off the internet and not watch The L-Word for 
a few days and see if things start to level out.

PIsCEs
(FEB 19–MAR 20)
there’s a world beyond this world and 

you’ve stumbled into it by simply accepting your fate 
as a wet lump of carbon and living off nothing except 
the peace of atoms splitting over and over, reforming 
themselves as visions that are no more or less real 
than what you were seeing outside of the after world. 
you still need to pay your parking tickets, though.

RYAN WERNER
RYAN WERNER IS A PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER, 
ATTITUDE EXPERT AND PROBLEM SOLVER. 
HE ENGAGES, ENTERTAINS AND EDUCATES 
AUDIENCES AROUND THE WORLD.

COLUMnIsts POOR sCORPIO




