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What a weekend I had. It was both my 
birthday and my wedding anniversary, 
cleverly back-to-back so I can never forget 
one or the other. Between that and a 
community event calendar that, well… you 
read 365ink so you know how crazy the 
weekend was, I had plenty on the docket to 
be sure.

First was a somewhat harrowing trek to 
the Galena Territories for a house party that 
required crossing a moat without a bridge 
on foot while carrying a box full of fresh, 
piping hot beer nuggets from Gobbie’s in 
Galena. But it was worth it because Molly 
and her guests can all cook like crazy! Even 
if we almost died hydroplaning down HWY 
20 in East Dubuque during the downpour 
that caught us going home.

My Saturday birthday started out 
perfectly by sleeping in, followed by 
a mosey down to the Farmers’ Market 
where Jaime at Adobo’s whipped me up 
a breakfast plate (with extra bacon) to 
make sure I had the energy to face my day. 
I joined my wife, who always goes for the 
organic omelet at the Food Store, then sat 
down with Eric Christensen from Rocky 
Mountain Stoneworks and watched Denny 
Garcia serenade us while we wolfed down 
our food. Eric had played before Denny and 
eventually joined him on the bongos.

Then I got to open the awesome and 
thoughtful presents my wife got me. Clearly 
she pays attention to things I don’t even 
notice, like the fact that my keychain looks 
like perhaps I work in the field of custodial 
arts. It’s kind of an unwieldy mess. Not 
anymore thanks to my handy KeySmart 
keychain. And I got a new Swiss Army 
Knife to replace the one on my keychain 
that nothing works on anymore. I’ve worn 
through two pair of Bluetooth headphones 
with my crackhead-like addiction to 
audiobooks, so my wife got me more of 
those and, because some boys never group 
up, she got a the new BB-8 remote control 
droid from the new Star Wars movie. It’s a 
ridiculously expensive toy that is controlled 
by your smart phone. Pretty sweet! She 
finished off with some original art from 
Outside the Lines Art Gallery. Our house 
is probably now a qualified remote gallery 
for their works. I’ll bet we have 30 or more 
pieces by now.

After a rest, Mom took us out to Brazen 
Open Kitchen + Bar for dinner where 
I had some killer scallops (and half of 
mom’s pizza) before heading across the 
street to the Voices Art Slam. As if that 
wasn’t enough, Club 84 at the Diamond 
Jo Casino decided that their theme for the 
night was going to be centered around 
my birthday. Who am I to argue? So we 
headed there next. But I couldn’t just go 

to a dance club, because I dance about as 
well as I run marathons. So I took my band, 
Group Therapy, with me. From 9-10 PM we 
performed only 80’s music on stage in one 
big set, even being joined by the Club 84 
Dancers on stage for a rousing rendition of 
Footloose. Thanks Aaron Rainey, Shannon, 
and crew for that… and the big-ass cake. 
And thanks to all the friends who made it to 
the 1-hour compact show!

Then, kudos to my energy-filled mom, 
who was game for going back to the Voices 
Art Slam fairly late at night so we could 
see the finished competitive works of art. 
Naturally, we had to stick around for some 
awesome bluegrass from the lovely Driftless 
Sisters who invited me on stage to play the 
washboard with them. What an honor!

Finally, my tired and still healing 
broken foot made it home in time for 
some cheesecake and bed, listening to a 
nice book on my newest pair of Bluetooth 
earbuds.

Sunday was my anniversary and we 
were pooped, so we laid low. But we did 
make it to Eagle Point Park for a while to 
revisit ground zero, where we got married 
seven years earlier. Smartest thing I ever did 
was marrying that girl. I’m a lucky chump. 
And to melt her heart, I took her grocery 
shopping and then mowed the yard for the 
first time since I broke my foot more than 
two months ago. I’m trying to make myself 
useful enough for her to keep me around.

All in all, the weekend was just perfect. 
But as you know, bliss can’t last forever so 
on Monday I dropped my iPhone in a toilet. 
On the bright side, at least the water was 
still clear when it took the dive. But it was 
D.O.A. And, I’ve since learned that phone 
insurance is the biggest waste of money 
and biggest crock of a scam ever devised. 
Oh well. Is it too late to ask for an iPhone 6s 
for my birthday? n
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ONGOING

Monday Summer Farmers’ Market
Mondays: Through Summer @ 3:30–6:30 PM
East Mill Bakeshop & Catering
East Mill on the corner of Bryant St. and 

meals while you browse great local vendors 
like Fincel’s, Dobie’s Produce, Rock Ridge Farm, 
Annie’s Acres, Tree of Life Farm, and more. For 
more information, call 563-580-1175.

Dubuque Farmers’ Market
Saturdays: Through October @ 7 AM–Noon
Near Iowa & 12th St.
Purchase produce, hanging baskets, freshly 
baked goods, locally bottled wines, a great 
selection of arts and crafts, and more. SNAP 
customers are able to receive $1 SNAP tokens 
to purchase eligible food items, and any 
customer can purchase $5 Debit/Credit tokens 
for anything at market through the new Market 
Money program. For more information, contact 

563-588-4400 or visit 
DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

Titanic: the Artifact Exhibition
Through October 11
National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium
Titanic: the Artifact Exhibition has been 
designed with a focus on the legendary RMS 
Titanic’s compelling human stories as best 
told through over 150 authentic artifacts and 

Bank & Trust, is accessible for just $5 on 
top of a regular museum admission ($15 for 

RiverMuseum.com for more information.

Vesperman Farms  
Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch
Through Fall
Vesperman Farms (Lancaster, WI)
See page 18 for more information.

Dubuque Diaper Drive
September 28–October 4

Young Parents Supporting Each Other 

Pantry and Operation New View. Diapers 

82 Main Street. Diaper need is a very real 
problem, not just nationally but locally as well. 

with paying diapers. For more information, 
email Jill at jillk@macaronikid.com or visit 
dubuque.macaronikid.com.

Veterans for Peace Speakers:  
Colleen Rowley and Ray McGovern
Thursday, September 24 @ 6 PM
UD Blades Hall

Journey to Freedom: A Walk Through 
Human Trafficking
Opening Keynote by Dr. Teresa Downing-
Matibag (Ex. Dir., Iowa’s Network 
Against Human Trafficking Coalition)
Friday, September 25 @ 7 PM
Exhibit through Monday, October 5
Roshek Building Lobby

Shawondasse—Massey Station Hike
Saturday, September 26 @ 2 PM
Meet at Camp St. beside Hy-Vee on Locust

League of United  
Latin American Citizens Picnic 
Sunday, September 27 @ Noon—2 PM
Murphy Park

Guns Create a Climate of Fear by 
speaker Dr. Jeremy Brigham
Sunday, September 27 @ 2:30 PM 
UD Blades Chapel

Concert for Refugee Children 
Tuesday, September 29 @ 7 PM
Voices Warehouse (10th & Jackson St)
Join this family friendly event to raise funds, 
awareness and solutions for issues faced by child 
immigrants from Central America now living in 

the medical, educational, and legal expenses 
of these brave children. This years roster of 
amazingly talented local artists includes Feast of 
Mutton, Cranes/Vultures, Katie Koerperich with 
Bang Lang Do, Jonathan Ervin, Susan Kalb, Amy 
Dolan, Kristina Castaneda & Shawn Healy, Ken 
Gratton, Paula Wolfe, Gregory James, Dave Reel 
of BackRoads & Jabberbox, Dave King, Chad 
Wittehoeft and NheenX. Suggested donation 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
Since its 1981 inception, the Peace 

Day has marked humanity’s personal and 
planetary progress toward peace. Most 
of this years local events based on the 
theme of social inequity, global justice 
and the pursuit of peace have already 
take place, but a few great opportunities 
to participate remain including the 
amazing Concert For Refugee Children 
on September 29th. n

MICHAEL MAO DANCE CO.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 @ 7–9 PM
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILLE  
CENTER FOR THE ARTS BRODBECK CONCERT HALL

Michael Mao Dance is a critically 
acclaimed New York based modern dance 
company with an international corps 
of accomplished dancers. Passionate, 
yet meticulously crafted, Mao’s work is 
infused with a visceral, elemental power. 
His dances fill the stage with compelling 
images and enthrall audiences with 
their emotional immediacy. Rooted 
in the traditions of American modern 

dance, Mao’s works are graced with the 
formal considerations of classical ballet 
and reveal the choreographer’s Asian 
heritage in their spare yet expansive 
choreographic means.

This performance is made possible, 
in part, by a grant from the Bert Glanz 
Fund for Performing Arts. For more 
information email cfa@uwplatt.edu, visit 
UWPlatt.edu/cfa or call 608-342-1491. n
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Great River Reapers Home Haunt
October 1–31
Sunday–Thursday: Until 10 PM
Friday and Saturday: Until 11 PM
2750 Burden St
Walk through the free, Great River Reapers’ 

more. They started their Home Haunt 21 years 
ago while traveling the world with the Army 

10 years. In conjunction with the haunt, they 

Food Pantry for 8 years and this year they 
have added The Wounded Warrior Project to 

encouraged to bring a canned good or to make 
a cash donation to the charities. They now 
draw 50 to 100 people a night and about 800 

friends join them in costume on Halloween for 
a great scare. They suggest bringing the little 
ones during daylight hours. Visit at at any time, 

Dark Chambers
October 2–31
301 E Ice Harbor Rd

get your heart pounding. Admission is only 
$10 for the full scare or just $5 for the “Light 

Diamond Jo Casino. 2015 Dates are October 

darkchambers.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Adult Coloring
6–7:30 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
See page 42 for more information.

Jesus, Shakespeare and  
Amelia Earhart Run Into a Wall!
7:30 PM @ Loras College Hoffman Hall
This one man show, created and performed by 
Doug Donald, deals with different individual 

boxes to build walls that separate. Presented 
by the Guild of St. Genesius and sponsored in 
part by a grant from the Archbishop Kucera 
Center of Loras College. There will be a talk 
back after each performance led by members 
of The Children of Abraham. Admission is free. 
For more information, visit Loras.edu.

Live Music: The Ruby Blonde Band
8 PM @ Voices Gallery

Arts & Alchemy: It’s Arthur Miller Time!
8–10 PM @ The Smokestack

celebrate the 100th birthday of great American 
playwright Arthur Miller. Read aloud and discuss 
two of Arthur Miller’s best plays, Death of a 
Salesman and A View from the Bridge. Scripts 
are provided. Also sign up to win free tickets to 
FBNP’s production of A View from the Bridge. 
The Smokestack is located at 7th and White St. For 
more information, visit FlyByNightDubuque.com.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
4–10 PM @ Grand River Center

Sandy Hook Nights: 
Aaron Williams and The Hoodoo
5 PM–Midnight @ Sandy Hook Tavern  
(Hazel Green, WI)
This is the last of the Sandy Hook Nights for 
the year. Special events include: “Last Call” 

Williams and The Hoodoo at 8–Midnight.

Diners must call or stop in to order their steak. 
Steak dinners are just $15 for a steak and 
baked potato. A.J.’s Meat Shack will also be 
open. Representatives of the Jamestown Fire 
Department will be on hand to meet guests, 

The Streets of JDIFF
6:30 PM @ Voices Gallery

Michael Mao Dance Co.
7–9 PM @ UW-P CFA Brodbeck Concert Hall
See page 4 for more information.
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DUBUQUE INK & ART EXPO
PRESENTED BY INK TATTOO STUDIO AND DUBUQUE TATTOO CLUB
SEPTEMBER 25–27
GRAND RIVER CENTER

Tattoo and art enthusiasts will 
converge at the Grand River Center in 
the Port of Dubuque for the third annual 
Dubuque Ink & Art Expo, the weekend 
of September 25–27. The convention 
and exhibition will feature a variety 
of talented tattoo artists, daily tattoo 
contests, an exhibition of artwork, 
entertainment, and an auction of 
artwork with the proceeds benefiting the 
Dubuque Area Art Collective and a new 
body painting contest.

“Body Slam,” a live body painting 
competition will be hosted by the 
Dubuque Area Art Collective on Sunday. 
The Body Slam competition is part of 
a broader collaboration between the 
Dubuque Area Art Collective and the Ink 
& Art Expo this year, which will include 
an exhibition gallery of artwork, curated 
by DAAC. Though the Expo has always 
solicited artwork for the exhibit that is 
not necessarily tattoo related, organizers 
Mark Weiland of Ink Tattoo Studio and 
Greg Howell of Dubuque Tattoo Club 
hope that working with the DAAC will 
expand the circle of exhibiting artists. 
The Expo will also donate proceeds 
of the convention to the nonprofit Art 
Collective. See page 20 for details.

“They’re a nonprofit organization and 
they do art and we want to focus on art 
so it just makes sense to team up with 
those guys,” explains Weiland.

In addition to the body painting 
competition, the Expo is adding a pinup 
contest this year, which will be held at 
6 p.m. on Saturday, September 26. The 
pinup contest will offer cash prizes and 
gift certificates to Abernathy’s vintage 
clothing in Davenport.

The Expo will host about 30 guest 
tattoo artists this year, both regionally 
and nationally known including Halo 
from Black Lotus Studio of Hanover, 
Maryland. Halo was featured on season 4 
of Spike TV’s Ink Master reality TV tattoo 
competition. Featured guest artists are 
listed on the Ink and Art Expo web site 
with links to individual studios so fans can 
make appointments in advance if they 
would like to get tattooed at the Expo.

Other popular features of the Expo 
will return this year including the glass-
blowing demonstration, the 7 Sins 
Sideshow (with a whole new act!) and 
a variety of tattoo contests including 
Tattoo of the Day (created onsite), Color 
(in sizes small to extra large), Black 
and Gray (in sizes small to extra large), 
Traditional, Photo Realism, Best in Show, 
and for a bit of balance, Worst Tattoo.

While the Ink & Art Expo obviously 
appeals to tattoo enthusiasts, Howell and 
Weiland ultimately hope to draw a wider 
audience interested in art and expression. 
“We want it as inclusive as possible,” 
explains Weiland. “We’re still trying 
to draw in people and let them know 
that tattooing is an art. I think the more 
acceptable it becomes in our city and 
in society as a whole, the more people 
are going to see that it is an art form. So 
every year we try to bring more art to the 
gallery. Teaming up with the DAAC this 
year, I think that that’s going to help.”

Tickets are $10 for Friday, $15 for 
Saturday, $15 for Sunday, or $30 for the 
full weekend. Children 12 and under and 
free but they must be accompanied by 
an adult. For more information, visit 
DBQInkAndArtExpo.com. n
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Jesus, Shakespeare and  
Amelia Earhart Run Into a Wall!
7:30 PM @ Loras College Hoffman Hall

The Temptations
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

“Do You See What Eye See” Exhibit: 
(Hip-hop Culture)
11:30 PM @ The Smokestack
Do You See What Eye See” is a montage 
of photos of freight car graffiti, 5 panels 
accompanied by a sound track and music. 
Visual material contained in each of the panels, 
Silhouette, Incubator, Our Voice, Locked Up, 
and Inward Looking have been creatively 
manipulated and images combined to reflect 

within each panel powerfully emerge and 
combine to produce an organic commentary 
that reflects upon individual/community 
effort to make oneself heard, express a public 
voice. This event compliment the schedule 
of Voices from the Warehouse District. The 
Smokestack is located at 7th and White St. Visit 
smokestackdbq.com for more information.

Guttenberg GermanFest
500 and 600 blocks of South River Park Drive 
(Guttenberg, IA)
2015 marks the 25th anniversary of Guttenberg, 

named one of the Top 20 Events in Iowa by 

open air arts and crafts market, biergarten, 

tasting, lots of live music, food vendors, a 5K 
walk/run, games for kids and adults, chalk 
drawing, wiener dog races, demonstrations 
by the Guttenberg Karate Club, a performance 
by the Clayton Ridge Drill Team, UNI Dancers, 

biergarten, free will donation for homebrew 
tasting. For more information, visit 
GuttenbergIowa.net/germanfest-2015.html.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Dubuque County Master Gardeners  
Fall Plant Sale
7 AM–Noon @ PetMed Parking Lot

sharing their plants with the community 

flowers, ground covers, and more for last 
minute touches to your garden or landscape 
at the Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale. 
There will also be kids activities, plant info, 
and Master Gardeners to answer plant 

Extension.IAState.edu/dubuque.

48th Annual Tour of Historic Homes
9 AM–5 PM @ 211 S. Bench St, Galena, IL

different homeowners to make their historic 
homes available for public enjoyment. The 
selected homes highlight the town’s historic 
vibrancy and give guests an enjoyable and 
educational tour. This year’s homes are just as 
diverse and fascinating as in years past. 
Participation is $17. For more information, visit 
GalenaHistory.org.

Czipar’s Apple Festival
9 AM–5 PM @ Czipar’s Orchard
This weekend features lunch on the grounds, 
arts and crafts vendors, face painting, a 

kettle corn, slot car racing, a caricature artist, 
recycled artwork by Junk FX, as well as 
pumpkins, gourds, painted pumpkins, Indian 
corn, and fresh apple cider and apple cider 

information, call 563-582-7476 or visit 
CziparsOrchards.com.

Great Midwestern Educational Theatre 
Company 2015 Imagination Celebration
10 AM–Noon @ Colts Community Center
Kids and families are invited to join the learning 
fun at the 2015 Imagination Celebration hosted 
by the Great Midwestern Educational Theatre 
Company at the Colts Center at 1101 Central 

your own musical instrument out of recycled 
materials or play one of theirs and make 
wonderful music. There will be special musical 
guests and snacks provided. This free event is 
a chance for kids to use their creativity to make 

D-B-Q Con
10 AM–5 PM @ Five Flags Center
See page 10 for more information.
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YOU DON’T KNOW 
JACK POKER RUN 8
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 @ 11:30 AM
NEW DIGGINGS GENERAL STORE & INN (NEW 
DIGGINGS, WI)

Jack’s back for the eighth annual poker run hosted 
by Lou and Kelli at New Diggings General Store & 
Inn. Inspired by the story of Jackson Hoeger, a young 
friend of 365ink’s Bryce Parks, who fought and beat 
impossible odds to survive a rare form of brain cancer 
(and who started high school this year), the annual 
ride is a fundraiser for cancer research.

There is a run for cars and motorcycles and a ride 
for bicycles. $15 per person includes a great meal after 
the run. There will also be a 70/30 split on the poker 
run with 50/50 drawings at each stop.

Doors open at 10 AM and the first group is out  
at 11:30 AM with final poker hands drawn at “the 
Diggs” at 6 PM. n

DUBUQUE ROTARY CLUB’S SECOND ANNUAL

RIDE & ROLL FOR VETS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 @ 11 AM–8 PM
PORT OF DUBUQUE

The Second Annual Dubuque Rotary Ride & Roll, 
sponsored by the Diamond Jo Casino, continues on the 
success of the first year but bigger and better.

“This event has gained so much momentum from 
one year to the next, but it is easy to get support for the 
Veterans after they have done so much for us,” states 
Steve Geisz, President of the Rotary Club of Dubuque. 
“This year’s event has added the motorcycle ride and 
several pieces of entertainment to keep the crowd 
interested, not to mention all of the Port of Dubuque 
attractions to visit”.

The route will start at the Port and include stops 
at Trackside in Peosta, The Bent Rim in Cascade and 
Off Shore in Bellevue before returning to The Port of 
Dubuque for some serious fun and great rock and roll. 
Ride registration is $10 and kickstands are up at noon.

Never fear non-bikers, the FREE, fun will be rolling 
all day long at the port, even when the ride is away 

including musical performances by the Dubuque Fire, 
Pipe & Drum Corps as well as the Americana Band 
from 11 AM–12:30 PM. Steppin’ Up DJ follows from 
12:30–4:30 PM while the crowd takes in a bean bag 
tournament and, oh baby… a Backyard BBO Cook-Off 
open to all amateurs and it is only $25.00 to get in. Cash 
Prizes for best ribs and chicken! To register for BBQ call 
563-213-0098, Pork sandwiches and chips have been 
donated by several area grocers and suppliers and will 
be given out with all donations.

The Port of Dubuque event site will also host another 
Cruise-In Car Show featuring classic cars from across the 
tri-state area. Car owners wanting to participate should 
call 563-556-7020. Head down and check out a host of 
killer restored rides while your working off that BBQ.

Once again this year, a $5 raffle ticket gets you a chance 
to win some seriously sweet swag including a $1000 cash 
prize, a fridge full of meat and beer, a 50” flat screen TV, 

a Virginia Resort Vacation, Fleexsteel Leather recliner, a 
Ladies Bulova Watch, golf packages with apparel, Keg and 
Karaoke party, gas grills and more. The raffle drawing will 
take place at 5 PM after the bikes return at 4 PM.

As the afternoon progresses we will end the evening 
from 5–8 PM with masters of hard rock, Johnny Trash. 
They’ll be tearin’ up the stage with a couple of big sets 
of 70’s and 80’s era hard rock from AC/DC to Kiss… and 
probably back to AC/DC. These guys were made for the 
motorcycle crowd.

Proceeds once again benefit the Veterans Freedom 
Center and Operation We Care. n

DUBUQUE FIGHTING SAINTS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 @ 7:05 PM
MYSTIQUE ICE CENTER (800 ADMIRAL SHEEHY DR)

The Dubuque Fighting Saints start an exciting 
new season of hockey with a new coach and a host of 
new talent fighting for the Clarke Cup in the fiercely 
competitive USHL Hockey League. The regular season 
opens for the Fighting Saints on Saturday, September 
26 for a 7:05 PM puck drop with the Madison Capitols. 
That evening is Opening Night presented by American 
Trust and the first 3,000 fans will receive a magnetic 
schedule. Other early season highlights include 
Cinderella’s Ball on Saturday, October 10 versus Lincoln. 
Cinderella will be in attendance for a grand evening.

TH Media Family 4 Pack Nights, featuring an 
incredible offer of 4 tickets, 4 slices of pizza, 4 sodas 

and 2 Kids Zones vouchers starting at just $48, return 
for the 2015–2016 season on October 16, November 7, 
January 1, February 13 and March 25. College Nights 
are October 10, December 10, February 12, March 4, 
April 1. Season Tickets for the 2015–2016 Fighting Saints 
season are on sale now. Ticket packages start at just 
$9/game and include guaranteed seat location to all 
home games plus great extra benefits. Can’t make all 
the games? Mini-Plan options start at just six games. 
Call 563-583-6880 for more information, or visit 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com. And, of course, 365ink 
will be giving away game tickets all season long on our 
Facebook Page. Like us and win! n
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Dubuque Rotary Club’s Second Annual 
Ride & Roll for Vets
11 AM–8 PM @ Port of Dubuque
See page 8 for more information.

Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
11 AM–10 PM @ Grand River Center

You Don’t Know Jack Poker Run 8
11:30 AM @ New Diggings General Store & Inn 
(New Diggings, WI)
See page 8 for more information.

Adult Gaming Afternoon
1–4:45 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public LIbrary
See page 42 for more information.

Burning Man—A Night on the Playa
7 PM @ Voices Gallery
See page 20 for more information.

Dave Karl: Tribute to Kenny Rogers
7 & 9 PM @ Mystique Casino

Dubuque Fighting Saints  
VS Madison Capitols
7:05 PM @ Mystique Ice Center
See page 8 for more information.

SongFest
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
See page 27 for more information.

Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

Jesus, Shakespeare and  
Amelia Earhart Run Into a Wall!
7:30 PM @ Loras College Hoffman Hall

The Temptations
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Guttenberg GermanFest
500 and 600 blocks of South River Park Drive 
(Guttenberg, IA)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

48th Annual Tour of Historic Homes
9 AM–5 PM @ 211 S. Bench St, Galena, IL

Czipar’s Apple Festival
9 AM–5 PM @ Czipar’s Orchard

Hispanic Community Dialogue and Fair
10 AM–1 PM @ St Anthony School Gym

Hosted by the League of United Latin American 

Dialogue in partnership with Inclusive 

and organizations that provide education, 
health, transportation and other services to 
the community. Celebrate National Hispanic 

Heritage Month during a Mexican Folkloric 
dance presentation by the Quad Cities Ballet 
Folklorico. There is no cost to this event and all 
families are welcomed.

D-B-Q Con
10 AM–3 PM @ Five Flags Center

Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
11 AM–6 PM @ Grand River Center

GORDONFEST V
Noon @ Sportsman’s Park (Cascade, IA)
Canine descendants of Gordon and friends are 
invited to pack the park for music by Muddy 
Ruts, followed by Billy Lee and Bryce Janey. 
Food will be provided by Pistol Annies and the 
Cascade FFA . Bring your own beverage and 
lawn chair. Admission is $10, but 12 years and 
younger are free. RSVP to Joe at 
563-590-6412 or joeandgordon@gmail.com.

Mary Kay Shanley Lecture
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
When the Iowa State Fair turned 150 years old 
in 2004, the celebration included release of 
Shanley’s book, Our State Fair—Iowa’s Blue 

that’s both rich and fun. Shanley will take us 

Shanley asks you to bring along a couple of 
your own stories to share, if you wish. She 
believes that your memories are as rich as 
the tales in the book. This talk is free and 
sponsored by Humanities Iowa and the Henry 
Family Foundation. For more information, visit 
DBQArt.com or call 563-557-1851.

Doubt, A Parable
2 PM @ Grand Opera House

Jesus, Shakespeare and  
Amelia Earhart Run Into a Wall!
2 PM @ Loras College Hoffman Hall

Emergence of Spirit: Burlesque
7 PM @ Voices Gallery
See page 20 for more information.
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D-B-Q CON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 @ 10 AM–5 PM
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 @ 10 AM–3 PM
FIVE FLAGS CIVIC CENTER
BY BRYCE PARKS

Taking place Saturday and Sunday, 
September 26-27 at the Dubuque Five 
Flags Center, D-B-Q CON, sponsored by 
Mindframe Theaters and Comic World, 
finally brings Dubuque it’s own excuse to 
get your geek-on without having to take 
long drive or buy a plane ticket.

The huge list of featured guests, 
displays and experiences at the con 
continues to grow daily, but here’s a few 
of the cool things we know about so far…

Two actors from Smallville, Christopher 
Gauthier & Crystal Lowe, will be attending 
the Con, doing panel discussions and 
signing autographs at their booths. 
A number of the larger cosplay and 
special interest groups at the Con will 
be hosting panel discussions throughout 
the weekend and schedule of those are 
available online at DBQCon.com.

The Mandelorian Mercs are bringing 
their Boba Fett inspired troops to the 
show and the Superhero Cosplayers will 
have a booth and do photos.

Master Ron Schmitt, a black-belt from 
from the Dubuque Lightsaber Academy 
trains people how to use lightsabers. 
Seriously. He’s coming with a booth and 
signing people up for local lessons. 

D-B-Q Con will, of course, host 
Cosplay contests too. Details on those 
are also on their website.

Every day there’s more and more 
artists signing up to participate in Artists 
Alley where they will display and see 
their original works.

Multiple comic books shops are 
coming as are table top gaming experts 
who will be organizing ongoing table-
top gaming tournaments throughout the 
two-day con.

The Runde Theater, a.k.a. the Five 
Flags Theater will show comic, gaming 
and superhero related movies and shows 
all day long and those will all be very kid 
friendly.

Rich & Junnies Coin is setting up a 
mini arcade of classic standup video 
games inside the D-B-Q CON. So you’ll 
want to bring ten pounds of quarters. 

Trigger happy tattoo will be doing 
comic specific tattoos both days and 
there’s a replica Ghostbusters hearse 
coming, as well as a Delorean.

A charity group attending called 
Crush that does cosplay and donates 
money they raise to local food bank 
charities in the communities they visit.

For kids there will be a superhero 
them face painter, and kids will really 
get a kick out of all the cosplayers at the 

convention and get their pictures taken 
with their heroes. 

The band Psychostick will be the 
musical feature at the Con. These guys 
are both comic book artists AND a band. 
In their own words “We are a Comedy 
Metal/Hardcore band. It is significant.” 
That should be very interesting. 

On Saturday night, Eronel and Skinny 
MaGinny’s (Main St. bars) are doing a 
rival Bad Guy/Good Guy contest for 
cosplayers that sounds like a lot of fun 
after the Con closes for the day. And 
on Sunday night there’s a wrap party 
for the event at Eronel and the band 
Psychostick from the D-B-Q CON will 
perform again and that’s free for anyone 
that has a ticket to the Con.

Before the Con even gets started, 
Mindframe Theaters is going to host 
a double feature movie on Friday 
night with Batman and Superman 
leading up to Con day. Visit 
MindframeTheaters.com closer to the 
event for the showtimes.

This is not just a collector or a 
gamer event. Anyone who has interest 
in comics, sci-fi, games and the like is 
encouraged to come down and sure to 
find many things they’ll like when they’re 
there. This is also your chance to help 
start something big in Dubuque so it can 
grow every year into the kind of event 
that will draw people from all around he 
Midwest and the country to make the 
D-B-Q CON a highlight on their annual 
tour of comic-cons. 

The event is open Saturday, 
September 26 from 10 AM–5 PM and 
Sunday, September 27 from 10 AM–3 PM. 
Admission is $10 per day or get a two 
day pass for $15. Children under 8 are 
free. Tickets and passes are available at 
Ticketmaster.com or at the door the day 
of the event.

For more information as the event 
nears, visit DBQCon.com. n
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Concert for Refugee Children
7 PM @ Voices Gallery
See page 4 for more information.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

Girls Night Out at Spahn & Rose
6–8 PM @ Spahn & Rose

look at our showroom, enjoy great spa 
treatments, appetizers and refreshments from 
local vendors and you will be eligible for great 
discounts on home improvement products. 
There will be door prizes and giveaways, 
massages and manicures by Capri grads, a 
wine Tasting from Stone Cliff Winery, Run 
Tasting from Paradise Distillery and fashions 
from Rhomberg Fur & Leather Gallery. Best of 
all, we will be collecting womens’ hygiene and 
home cleaning products and donating them 

donate. This is a free event. Spahn & Rose is 

Season Extension Workshop
6–8 PM @ Dubuque Rescue Mission Garden

gardeners how to extend the season and 
get two, maybe three, crops each year in the 
same space. The workshop will be held at the 

th Street. Participants 
will help construct a cold frame ideally suited 
for the home garden, plus they will learn about 
fall plantings, succession planting, row covers, 
and hoop houses. For more information, visit 
Extension.IAState.edu/dubuque.

Dubuque Area Baconfest
6-9 PM @ Grand River Center
See page 24 for more information.

Recycled Percussion
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
See page 14 for more information.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

Friends of the Library Book Sale
10 AM–7 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
See page 42 for more information.

Tails at Twilight DRHS Annual Fall Gala
4:30 PM @ Grand River Center 
See page 12 for more information.

“Fall Into Art” Gallery Tour
5–10 PM @ Downtown Dubuque
See page 21 for more information.

Glimmer of Hope Fashion Show
7 PM @ Mystique Casino Cabaret Room
See page 14 for more information.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

18th Annual Shullsburg Cheesefest
7 AM–4 PM @ Water Street (Shullsburg, WI)
The free, family friendly festival is held on 
Water Street with entertainment and events 
throughout the entire day including: Shullsburg 
Fire Department’s Annual Breakfast, Cheesefest 
Street Market, McCoy Public Library Book Sale, 
raffle, Badger Mine and Museum Tours, Scarecrow 
Contest Exhibits, and a Scarecrow creation 
booth, plus a Petting Zoo, sponsored by the 4H 
and cow milking lessons at Miner Alley. For more 
information, visit ShullsburgWisconsin.org.

Friends of the Library Book Sale
10 AM–4 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library

Tri-States’ Largest Chili Cook-Off
10 AM–5 PM @ Cable Car Square

“Fall Into Art” Gallery Tour
Noon–4 PM @ Downtown Dubuque

9th Annual Galena Oktoberfest
Noon–10 PM @ Depot Park (Galena, IL)

Latin Dance Party—Learn Salsa & Rumba
6:30 PM @ The Smokestack
Learn and start dancing to Latin Rhythms 
immediately with two master teachers, Sandy 
& Dennis Scheckel, scheckeldance.com. Join us 

now open for business. Free lessons and dancing 

great opportunity to learn, practice, and dance 
Salsa and Rumba. A Salsa lesson will be offered 

Smokestack is located at 7th and White St. Visit 
smokestackdbq.com for more information.

Great Beginnings and Chocolate Finales
6:30–8:30 PM @ Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Stockton (Stockton, Il)
The evening will offer a true abundance of 

The event also boasts a cornucopia of “Great 
Beginnings” or, an expanded appetizer buffet 
to sample and enjoy. There will also be a silent 
auction and live music. Unitarian Universalist 

children under 5: free.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6

Toddler Tuesday
10–11 AM @ National Mississippi River 
Museum & Aquarium

toddlers on a Tuesday of each month. The 
Toddler Tuesday Program is for children ages 2 
to 4 years old. Each month features a new 
theme and fun activities, including a story and 

th is “R is for 

for the one accompanying adult or guardian 
(cost is for program only, regular admission not 

call 563-557-9545 ext. 212. For more 
information, visit RiverMuseum.com.

NAMI Care and Share Meeting
7 PM @ Caradco Building, Millwork Collective

month at 7 PM. This is group is open to anyone 
with lived experience, their family members, 
loved ones and anyone wanting to provide 
support. All meetings are held in the lower level 

This event is free and open to the public.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7

Lunch ‘n Learn:  
Fall Bulbs and Tender Perennials
12:15–12:45 PM @ Multicultural Family Center
As the summer draws to a close, most home 
gardeners are cleaning up and preparing for 

fall and winter. Among those tasks are planting 
fall bulbs and overwintering tender perennials 

monthly Lunch n’ Learn talk for October will 
share ideas about different storage practices, 
how to plant fall bulbs, and how to get tender 
plants through the winter indoors. This is a 
free event at the Multicultural Family Center 

Extension.IAState.edu/dubuque.

Green Drinks
6:30 PM @ Inspire Cafe

friends and discuss local green issues while 
enjoying a beverage.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

Transforming Journeys:  
IWLC Dubuque Conference 2015
9 AM–5 PM @ Grand River Center

energy, inspiration and lessons of Iowa Women 

offers powerful speakers and plentiful 

locally planned conference features nationally 
recognized keynote speakers and a Student 
Track Program. For more information and to 
register, visit iwlcleads.org/dubuque.

Chow Bella: A Book Group for Foodies!
6–7:30 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Join us every other month where we will be 

15% off this title when purchasing through 
River Lights. For more information, visit 
RiverLights.com or call 563-556-4391.

DUBUQUE REGIONAL HUMANE SOCIETY’S

TAILS AT TWILIGHT  
ANNUAL FALL GALA
ONLINE BIDDING GOING ON NOW!
EVENT: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 @ 4:30 PM
GRAND RIVER CENTER

Dubuque Regional Humane Society’s 
annual Gala “Tails at Twilight” is Friday, 
October 2 at the Grand River Center. The 
fun-filled evening to benefit the 4,000+ 
lost, abandoned and unwanted animals 
that the Dubuque Regional Humane 
Society cares for each year is only taking 
reservations through September 25. So 
if you miss the cutoff, you can still get in 
on the swag!

“Tails at Twilight is our largest event 
of the year,” Maria Benham, President 
and CEO, Dubuque Regional Humane 
Society said. “It’s a real celebration of 
supporters and we’re grateful that it the 
money raised helps pets and people 
throughout the community.”

Through the generosity of many local 
businesses and individuals, the silent 
auction and live auction have come to 
be known as outstanding annual events. 
This year people can support DRHS 
without donning cocktail attire- and 
may absolutely bid from anywhere using 
Qtego. Visit DBQHumane.org for a link 
to the online auction. “We see it as a 
win/win. People can bid on items they 
want from wherever they happen to be. 
Plus, 100% of the money raised saves 
lives of homeless pets,” Benham said.

Day in and day out, Dubuque Regional 
Humane Society is our region’s go-to for 
displaced pets and pet adoption. The 
organization provides shelter for more 
than 4,000 pets each year. Dubuque 
Regional Humane Society has been 
helping pets and people since 1901. Today, 
their programs and services have grown 
to include humane education, safety 
and pet care. For more than a century 
Dubuque Regional Humane Society 
has been an advocate for pets. Kinsey’s 
Campus, located on the Northwest 
Arterial is a temporary home for all kinds 
of homeless pets. The campus is also 
home to a retail shop and pet park.

RUSSELL’S STORY
Russell, a boxer, was a neglect case. 

He came to Dubuque Regional Humane 
Society emaciated and weak, after being 
locked in a basement without food and 
water. They put Russel on IV fluids and 
continuously monitored him in the shelter 
for about a week. Then, he was able to 
go into foster care to regain his health. 
Now, Russell lives a wonderful happy, 
healthy life, filled with love. Russel is 
one of the most beautiful dogs! “We do 
what it takes to bring animals back from 
the brink so that they can have quality 
of life including love and affection,” 
Benham said. As an open admission 
shelter, we accept animals regardless 
of age, breed, temperament, or health 
condition. We serve as a refuge when 
they have nowhere else to go—always 
treating them with compassion and 
respect to provide the best outcome. It’s 
incredibly gratifying and a labor of love! 
However, we cannot do it alone. It’s not 
just the work in the shelter which we are 
privileged to do- it’s the support from the 
community that makes it possible.”

Want to help Dubuque Regional 
Humane Society and score some 
cool items or experiences? Visit 
DBQHumane.org to start bidding now. 
Then, if you are outbid, you’ll receive 
notification. Interested in volunteering 
or any services the Dubuque Regional 
Humane Society provides? Visit 
DBQHumane.org or stop by the Campus 
at 4242 Chavenelle Road in Dubuque. n
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

Bird Conservation on the Mississippi 
River with Jon Stravers
7 PM @ EB Lyons Interpretive Center

program on Bird Conservation on the 
Mississippi River with Jon Stravers. Jon has 
been involved with bird conservation on the 
Upper Mississippi River for over 25 years and 
currently serves as the director of Driftless Area 

has specialized in monitoring and inventory 

Eagles and other birds along the Mississippi 
River, including raptor migration along the 
Upper Mississippi River. The program will 
include information about recent Cerulean 
Warbler work in northeast Iowa as well as 
summaries of three decades of bird 
conservation on the Mississippi River. E. B. 

Clarke Environmental Film Series: 
Chasing Ice
7 PM @ Clarke Jansen Music Hall
Clarke will partner with several area agencies 
to present the Environmental Film Series 

to make lifestyle changes to reduce waste and 
consumption in order to lighten our climate 
impact. “Chasing Ice” is the story of one 
man’s mission to change the tide of history by 
gathering undeniable evidence of our changing 

acclaimed environmental photographer James 

Balog conceived the boldest expedition of 
his life: The Extreme Ice Survey. With a band 
of young adventurers in tow, Balog began 

year record of the world’s changing glaciers. 
The Environmental Film Series is open to the 
public. For more information, contact the Clarke 
University Marketing and Communication Office 
at 563-588-6318 or visit clarke.edu.

Godspell
7:30 PM @ Clarke Terence Donaghoe Hall

on the parables, mostly from the Gospel of 
Matthew. The Passion of Christ is treated 
briefly at the end of the play. The parables 
are interspersed with a variety of music set 
primarily to lyrics from traditional hymns. 
The play includes several songs that reached 
the Billboard charts after the play’s release in 

Schwartz and book by Michael Tieback. 

students. For more information visit clarke.edu 
or call 563-588-6300.

Arts & Alchemy: Drunk History Night
8 PM @ The Smokestack
Tipsy tellings of great moments in history, local 
history preferred. We are telling it ourselves, 
not watching the acclaimed Comedy Central 

please pick a moment in history you’d like to 
share and email smokestackdbq@gmail.com 

right tipsy foot. The Smokestack is located at 
7th and White St. Visit smokestackdbq.com for 
more information.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

A View From the Bridge
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Bijou Room
See page 28 for more information.

Li’l Miss Fancy Pants World Premiere
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Godspell
7:30 PM @ Clarke Terence Donaghoe Hall

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

Kiwanis Super 5k Run/Walk
9 AM @ Heritage Pond
Participants will start at the Heritage Pond located 

th grade and 

donation and will include a shirt or super hero 

will be awarded and a trophy for the best 
costume, so run, walk, or fly by registering at: 
getmeregistered.com/KiwanisSuper5K. 
Proceeds support Resources Unite.

Dubuque County Kids Expo
10 AM–2 PM @ Grand River Center
A free family resource and fun fair offering over 

large inflatables, performances, giveaways, 
and much more. Details at dcearlychild.org. 

Paint & Pour
11 AM–2 PM @ Galena Cellars (Galena, IL)
Enjoy an afternoon of painting with artist 
Sandra Principe at Galena Cellars Vineyard 

person which includes lunch and a glass of 
wine. There is an optional $15 materials fee. To 
RSVP, call Sandra at 815-541-0068. For more 
information, visit galenacellars.com.

Swing Out! Hunter Fuerste and The Big 
Band Show
2 & 7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

The Four Preps
7 PM @ Ohnward Fine Arts Center 
(Maquoketa, IA)

Transit Authority: Tribute to Chicago
7 & 9 PM @ Mystique Casino

DSO Classics 1: Symphonic Fantasies
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
See page 27 for more information.

A View From the Bridge
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Bijou Room

Li’l Miss Fancy Pants World Premiere
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Godspell
7:30 PM @ Clarke Terence Donaghoe Hall

Galena Country Fair
Grant Park (Galena, IL)
More than 150 vendors offering original, 

Galena, Illinois, the fair will delight your taste 
buds with fair favorites including caramel apples, 
homemade French fries, funnel cakes, fudge, 
baked potatoes and ice cream plus Farmers’ 
Market goodies and Country Bake Shop treats. 
Plus live bands, Irish dancing and more. Children’s 
games, a silent auction, raffle and more round out 
the event. Visit galenacountryfair.com.
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10TH ANNUAL GLIMMER OF HOPE FASHION SHOW
FOR THE DUBUQUE COMMUNITY YMCA/YWCA
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 @ 7 PM
MYSTIQUE CASINO CABARET ROOM

The Dubuque Community YMCA/YWCA’s 10th Annual 
Glimmer of Hope Fashion Show presented by Verizon 
will take place on Friday, October 2, at the Mystique 
Casino in the Cabaret Room. Doors open at 6 PM 
with appetizers and a cash bar. The fashion show and 
program will begin at 7 PM.

“This event is made possible through a grant from 
the HopeLine® from Verizon program. The Dubuque 
Community YMCA/YWCA is proud to partner with a 
company that is committed to helping the 1 in 3 women, 

1 in 4 men and more than 
3 million children in the 
United States impacted by 
domestic violence.” stated 
Sharon Covey, President 
& CEO of the Dubuque 
Community YMCA/
YWCA.

The emcees for 
the evening will be 
Lisa Bennett and Mike 
Callaghan of 92.9 KATFM. 
The fashion show will 
feature members of 
the Dubuque Police 
Department, members 
of the Sherriff’s Office, 
City staff, and staff of 

SASC (Substance Abuse Services Center) as the runway 
models. The Dubuque Community YMCA/YWCA would 
also like to recognize Dubuque Bank and Trust, the only 
sponsor who has supported this event every year it has 
been held.

This event will raise awareness of domestic violence 
in our community and support for victims of domestic 
violence served by the Dubuque Community YMCA/
YWCA’s Victim Services Shelter.

Seating is limited and advance tickets may be 
purchased for $35 at either Dubuque Community YMCA/
YWCA location (35 N Booth St or 4170 Pennsylvania 
Ave), Graham’s Style Store for Men & Women (890 Main 
St) and Swag Fashion Accessories (3340 Center Grove 
Dr).

The Dubuque Community YMCA/YWCA Victim 
Services Shelter is the only domestic violence shelter 
in the area-with the next closest a 2 hour drive away in 
Waverly. Services provided by the Dubuque Community 
YMCA/YWCA Victim Services Shelter include: safe 
shelter, crisis intervention, advocacy, empowerment, 
financial literacy, assistance with continuing education 
and/or job readiness, and community-based prevention 
education and training. All services are free and 
completely confidential.

Because of state-wide restructuring of domestic 
violence services in 2013, the Dubuque Community 
YMCA/YWCA no longer receives $190,000 in federal 

crime victim funding, 
making operating the 
Shelter a constant 
challenge. Funds raised 
through Glimmer of Hope 
are vital to keeping the 
Dubuque Community 
YMCA/YWCA Victim 
Services Shelter open and 
accessible to those that 
need it most. 

This is the third year 
Verizon has sponsored 
the event. The HopeLine from Verizon program 
collects no-longer-used wireless phones, batteries and 
accessories in any condition from any wireless service 
provider and turns them into support for domestic 
violence victims. Devices can be donated at the Verizon 
store in Dubuque (3432 Dodge St.) or to either Dubuque 
Community YMCA/YWCA location (35 N Booth St. or 
4170 Pennsylvania Ave.). For more information, visit 
verizonwireless.com/hopeline. n

RECYCLED PERCUSSION
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 @ 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE CENTER, JOHN AND ALICE BUTLER HALL

Heritage Center continues its 
3rd annual Live at Heritage Center 
Performing Arts Series with Recycled 
Percussion. Justin Spencer and his 
group, who beat their sticks on buckets, 
power tools, and ladders, started in a 
high school talent show and have now 
become a world-wide hit! 

Recycled Percussion’s junk rock 
music became a national phenomenon 
during their smash hit performances on 
America’s Got Talent in 2009. Their show 
has been described as Blue Man Group 
meets Stomp! Playing over 4,000 shows 
and over 400 corporate events in over 
15 countries, the group has made guest 
appearances on Carson Daly, The Today 
Show, China’s Got Talent, and the Latin 
Grammy Awards. After being featured 
on the cover of USA Today and being 
voted National Act of the Year a record-
breaking six times, the band gained 
world-wide recognition. 

In 2010, they became headliners in 
Las Vegas! In 2013 Recycled Percussion 
elevated their energy level, created 
new performance elements and they 

continue to bring junk rock music to 
the Las Vegas Strip nightly at The Quad 
Resort and Casino. 

Tickets for Recycled Percussion are 
$25–$30 for adults, $20–$25 for UD 
alumni, and $15 students and can be 
purchased now at the Farber Box Office 
Monday through Friday from 10 AM 
to 5 PM at Heritage Center, University 
of Dubuque, 2255 Bennett Street; by 
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at 
dbq.edu/heritagecenter. n
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Dubuque Flea Market & Antique Show
8 AM-3 PM @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds

mementos, collectibles, and plenty of new 
merchandise for that perfect items ... it’s all 

exhibitors, collectors and dealers showing a 

collectibles. This is a great place to learn more 

contacts with other collectors who share your 

Friends of DCCB Chili Feed
11 AM–4 PM @ Swiss Valley Nature Center

Board are hosting the Annual Chili Feed at the 
Swiss Valley Nature Center October 11th, from 
11 AM–4 PM. Children 12 and under are $4 (Kids 

Tickets can be purchased by calling the nature 
center office 563-556-6745 or contacting your 
favorite Friends of DCCB member or purchased 
the day of the event. Wagon rides will be offered 
through the preserve that day to enjoy the fall 

Dorothy Johnson Lecture
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
“From the King’s Collection to Public Display: 
the Salon Exhibition and the Making of the 
Modern Museum,” by Dorothy Johnson, Roy J. 
Carver Professor of Art History, University of 
Iowa School of Art and Art History. This lecture 
explores the role of the Salon Exhibitions in 18th 

century Paris in the emergence of the modern 
museum. Every two years throughout most 
of the 18th century the King of France hosted 
a display of works by the best contemporary 
French artists in his palace, the Louvre. The 
works at the Salon exhibitions were carefully 

curators of the exhibitions, a feature that 
still influences modern museums today. Vast 
crowds flocked to the exhibitions, much like 
our blockbuster shows, and established the 
idea that art should be made accessible to the 
wider public. The Salon exhibitions continued 
during the French Revolution, the Empire, and 
successive regimes and were a highlight of 

th th 

century Napoleon transformed the Louvre into 

talk is free for members. For more information, 
visit DBQArt.com or call 563-557-1851.

DSO Classics 1: Symphonic Fantasies
2 PM @ UD Heritage Center

A View From the Bridge
2 PM @ Five Flags Bijou Room

Li’l Miss Fancy Pants World Premiere
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

Godspell
2 PM @ Clarke Terence Donaghoe Hall

Galena Country Fair
Grant Park (Galena, IL)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13

Jim Wand: Comedy Hypnotist 
9 PM @ UD Heritage Center
The hypnotists and other entertainers at Wand 
Enterprises blend motivational messages and 
entertainment to make each of their events 
both informative and entertaining. Join in the 
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9TH ANNUAL GALENA 
OKTOBERFEST
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 @ NOON–10 PM
DEPOT PARK (91 BOUTHILLIER ST, GALENA, IL)

Get your polka dancing shoes on and 
your wiener dog in tip-top racing shape 
for the 9th annual Galena Oktoberfest. 
This event takes place at Depot Park, 
just east of the Galena River near the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 20 and Park 
Avenue. Galena Oktoberfest is hosted 
by the Galena Lions Club and all of the 
proceeds are donated to help individuals 
with sight and sound needs, as well 
as to support community projects. 
The success of Galena Oktoberfest 
has allowed the Galena Lions Club to 
donate more than $100,000 to the local 
community in the last five years.

People of all ages enjoy Galena 
Oktoberfest, as it features non-stop live 
music by three bands, polka dancing 
and lessons, wiener dog races, costume 
contest and parade, a beer stein 
endurance contest—one for women and 
one for men, a bean bag tournament, 
bounce house and art activities for the 

kids, and of course plenty of German-
style food, soda, and beer.

New to Galena Oktoberfest is the 
playing of the alphorns, which are long 
wooden horns, used for centuries in the 
Alps for music and communication.

Coming back for a second year is 
the Potosi Rolling Bar which offers 
Oktoberfest attendees the convenience 
of keeping an eye and ear on the track 
activities while grabbing some locally-
made refreshments. Three food vendors 
and drink options will also be available.

Gate tickets to Galena Oktoberfest 
are $5 for adults and teens, children 12 
and under are admitted free. Parking 
is free near the festival site. Wagons, 
wheelchairs, walkers, and all leashed 
dogs are welcome.

For more information about Galena 
Oktoberfest and the Galena Lions Club, 
go togalenaoktoberfest.com or call 
815-331-0180. n

TRI-STATES’ LARGEST  
CHILI COOK-OFF
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 @ 10 AM–5 PM
CABLE CAR SQUARE

The Tri-State’s Largest Chili Cook-
Off returns, Saturday, October 3 from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The beloved festival 
transforms historic Cable Car Square on 
Dubuque’s Bluff Street into an aromatic 
chili tasting and competition with live 
music, beer, kids games, food and 
family-friendly entertainment. 

Chili Cook-Off is a Chili Association 
Society International (CASI) sanctioned 
competition for those truly serious about 
their chili. CASI competitors advance 
their ranking, earning points toward 
the regional competition. “Weekend 
warriors” in the battle for best chili can 
also compete in the Open or Business 
Divisions. There is also a Junior Division 
and a salsa competition. Cooks can pick 
up rules and application forms from 
Chili Cook-Off organizer Teri Connely at 
Calico Bean Market on Bluff Street. 

But Chili Cook-Off is also about 
having fun. In recent years, the battle 
for the coveted “Showmanship” prize 
has witnessed an increase in creativity 
with teams of pirates, basketball players, 
cowboys, weightlifters, and Germans in 
lederhosen. Chili lovers who just want 
to taste (from about 1 to 3 p.m.) can get 
a tasting spoon for just $5. Add beer 

and live music by the Lonely Goats and 
you’ve got one of the best festivals of 
the year … in October! 

For more information or cooks 
applications call Teri Connely at 
the Calico Bean on Bluff Street, at 
563-557-8159. n
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NOW SHOWING @ MINDFRAME THEATERS 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25–THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

THE MARTIAN (PG-13)
Thu: 8:00 PM

EVEREST (PG-13)

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 (PG)

THE INTERN (PG-13)

BLACK MASS (R)

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH 
TRIALS (PG-13)

THE VISIT (PG-13)

BATMAN (PG-13)

SUPERMAN (1978) (PG)

555 JFK Road
Behind Kennedy Mall

mindframetheaters.com  

MOVIE BUZZ
According to Deadline, Keanu Reeves 

will star as a race car driver in the film 
Rally Car, which is said to be in the road 
racing vein of the classic Cannonball Run. 
Like an increasing number of productions, 
the film will take advantage of the 
Chinese market by being set in China and 
partially financed by investors there.

For two weeks, Paramount had a 
team of a dozen Hollywood writers holed 
up in a sound stage and talking about 
Transformers, like a bunch of nerds. 
Among the team was X-Men: The Last 
Stand writer Zak Penn, Walking Dead 
creator Robert Kirkman, Iron Man writers 
Art Marcum and Matt Holloway, The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2’s Jeff Pinker, and 
Daredevil showrunner Steven DeKnight, 
with the relentless Akiva Goldsman 
heading the thing. They came up with an 
animate movie and another live action 
one with Mark Wahlberg. Wow… genius!

Warner Bros. has reportedly 
started development on a Blue Beetle 

and Booster Gold team-up film. 
Green Arrow/The Flash/Supergirl/
Green Lantern producer Greg Berlanti 
(Warner’s “guy who read the comics” 
they ask about superhero things) is 
producing. Incredible Hulk/X-Men: The 
Last Stand/Elektra writer Zak Penn will 
handle the script.

Ice Cube is going to star in a Christmas 
Carol adaptation titles Humbug, with 
Cube’s Barbershop and Ride Along 
director Tim Story taking the Director’s 
seat. It’s a contemporary reimagining 
where Cube is a real estate mogul who’s 
redemption lies only in the realm of the 
supernatural. Like Donald Trump.

Elizabeth Banks is going to try redoing 
Charlie’s Angels. The actress and Pitch 
Perfect 2 director is in talks to direct and 
produce another film reboot of the ‘70s 
series of the same name. This will be the 
first movie adaptation for the property 
since 2003’s Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle, 
not counting a failed series reboot. n

Hotel Transylvania 2 (PG)
Friday, September 25

Pictures Animation production.

The Intern (PG-13)
Friday, September 25
A retired successful business owner and 
widower lands an internship at a fashion 

Mississippi Grind (R)
Friday, September 25
Deeming a young traveler is his lucky charm, 
gambler Gerry convinces him that they should 
hit the road together. As they gamble their way 

stakes poker game in New Orleans, the trip’s 
highs and lows unveil the duo’s true character 
and bond that forms. At least one scene in the 

The Martial (PG-13)
Friday, October 2
During a manned mission to Mars, Astronaut 

storm and left behind by his crew. But Watney 

alone on the hostile planet as Nasa and his crew 
plan a daring rescue mission. As these stories 
of incredible bravery unfold, the world comes 
together to root for Watney’s safe return. 

Legend (R)
Friday, October 2
From Academy Award winner Brian Helgeland 
comes the true story of the rise and fall of 
London’s most notorious gangsters, Reggie 
and Ron Kray, both portrayed by Tom Hardy in 
an incredible performance. LEGEND is a classic 
crime thriller taking us into the secret history 

secured the infamy of the Kray Twins.

COMING TO THEATERS
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VESPERMAN FARMS CORN MAZE  
AND MUCH MORE
NOW OPEN DAILY THROUGH FALL
VESPERMAN FARMS (8149 STAGE RD, LANCASTER, WI)

There is a magical field in the tri-states 
where a crazy man flowed under his corn 
and built something wonderful that draws 
thousands of people annually to walk out 
of his corn. Of course, I’m talking about 
Vesperman Farms, and the crazy person 
on Kyle Vesperman. With each passing 
year, his vision of a family entertainment 
destination continues to grow, and with it 
grows that scope of the farm’s offerings.

Now open at 8149 Stage Road in 
Lancaster, Wisconsin (don’t worry, there 
are signs) the farm boasts one of the 
biggest and most challenging corn mazes 
in the Midwest. Originally just a corn maze 
and pumpkins, Kyle just kept adding 
things each year. Those things include 
the trebuchet, rubber duck races, farm 
animals, tires, air cannon, snack shack with 
caramel apples, and apple cider doughnuts 
(yes, doughnuts). They’re always doing 
something new and different.

Before last season, a giant barn on the 
site was blown over in a major storm. But 
when life gave Kyle lemons… he made 
apple cider! Just in time for the 2015 
season, an incredible new structure has 

opened on the farm. It looks like a barn, 
but it’s so much more. It’s actually a 
fully-functioning production facility for 
their famous caramel apples, apple cider 
donuts and other goodies they create each 
season. There’s a huge open space inside 
for seating while enjoying your goodies.

The new facility is the heart of 
Vesperman Farms next big change—the 
biggest ever. Because the new building 
is built to commercial quality standards, 
it will serve as not only a production 
facility year round for potentially 
making everything from candy to jelly 
to pies and who knows what else but 
also a perfect rustic country option for 
hosting large gatherings from weddings 
and reunions to corporate events just 

like the one for the local hospital that 
christened the space. It’s a venture into 
year-round business for this aspect of the 
also-traditional working farm and a big 
undertaking for Kyle and his parents who 
also live on the farm.

But for many, it’s the corm maze 
that brings them in droves. Each year, 
a completely new and creative design 
is made into a-maze-ing images filled 
with mind-bending twists and turns. 
This process actually happens in June 
when the corn is just a few inches high. 
Instead of cutting or plowing out a maze, 
the maze is essentially there all summer 
long after the design is basically drawn 
on the field with some carefully placed 
herbicide, growing into a full maze over 
the season. Other than some simple 
management of the paths, the maze is 
just ready to go in the fall. 

Fall is pumpkin time, and Vesperman 
Farms has them by the wagonload. Come 
pick out the perfect jack-o-lantern! The 
pumpkin air cannon, which we got to see 
in action, shoots a pumpkin 1200 feet. 
That’s a quarter mile! And yes, there is 
a real homemade trebuchet (catapult) 
at the farm that will take a 20–25 pound 
pumpkin and chuck it up to 600 feet. It’s 

as medieval as it sounds! And they rebuilt 
the tire mountain with a tunnel going 
right through the middle.

This season, the farm is open seven days 
a week through the fall (Monday–Friday: 
Noon–6 PM, Saturdays: 10 AM–7 PM and 
Sundays: 10 AM–5 PM). You and the family, 
friends, co-workers, heck, everybody, can 
make your way to Vesperman Farms and 
lose yourself, quite literally, in the amazing 
corn maze. It’s as simple as wandering into 
the tall corn and choosing which way you’ll 
turn at each opportunity. Will you make 
it through in mere minutes or will you be 
there all day? Never fear, they won’t let you 
get lost for real.

General admission to the farm is $7 
for everyone 5 and up and free for kids 
under 5. You can also call 608-723-2542 
for group rates and special times by 
appointment. Visit vespermanfarms.com 
for more details on everything and follow 
them on Facebook.

From Dubuque, take Highway 151 
North to Dickeyville, turn on to Highway 
61 to Lancaster. Turn left on Stage Road 
and go two miles. Look for the big, new, 
red “barn” on the right… and tell ‘em 
365ink sent ya! n
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VOICES FROM THE WAREHOUSE 
DISTRICT 11: STREETS
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 2
@ VOICES GALLERY

Voices, arguably Dubuque’s largest 
annual art event of the year both in scale 
and impact, has returned to the raw 
15,000 square foot warehouse space 
in the rapidly-evolving Millwork District 
with Streets, a large-scale exhibit and 
series of special events. Rather than 

invite artists to send completed work, 
they invited artists to create in the space 
itself, working on stretched canvas that 
covers the walls of the enormous space.

Gallery Hours: Saturdays & Sundays 
through September @ Noon–4 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
LIVE MUSIC: 
THE RUBY BLONDE BAND
Thursday, Sept 24 @ 8 PM | Free.
Dirty, bluesy, soulful, Americana. Lexi 
Parr possesses soul beyond her years, 
and with the diverse backing of her 
congregation The Ruby Blonde Band, 
brings her own special brand of rock n 
roll to the hungry listener. Born in the 
Midwest, and rooted in the blues of 
the Mississippi, Lexi evokes shades of 
Ella, thunders like Janis, and is a 100 
proof original star. 

THE STREETS OF JDIFF
Friday, Sept 25 @ 6:30 PM | $20
The Julien Dubuque International 
Film Festival (JDIFF) presents “Style 
Wars”, a documentary that exposes 
the rich growing subculture of hip-
hop that was developing in New York 
City in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, 
specifi cally focusing on graffi  ti art and 
breakdancing. Proceeds benefi t the 
JDIFF, a non-for-profi t organization. 

ARTS!



BURNING MAN—
A NIGHT ON THE PLAYA
Saturday, Sept 26 @ 7 PM | Free
Join us for A Night on the Playa, a 
Burning Man inspired evening of magic 
and mischief! Burners from around the 
Midwest will converge on the Voices 
Warehouse to mingle, dance, share 
Playa stories, and bring you into the 
crazy, dusty world of Burning Man. 

EMERGENCE OF SPIRIT: BURLESQUE
Sunday, September 27 @ 7 PM 
$15 in advance & $20 at the door
Check your inhibitions at the 
door and join us for an evening of 
spectacle and style at this year’s 
Emergence of Spirit: BURLESQUE! 
For its fifth consecutive year, EoS will 
bedazzle and thrill its audience with 
burlesque themed performances 
and idiosyncratic fashion stylings 
featuring the talents of local and 
regional artists, designers, and models. 
Facebook.com/EmergenceOfSpirit.

“BODY SLAM”
BODY PAINTING COMPETITION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 11AM TO 4PM
@ DUBUQUE INK AND ART EXPO (GRAND RIVER CENTER)
$15 at the door to attend the Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
no additional charges to view exhibit or competition

Body painting and art exhibit, hosted 
by the Dubuque Area Arts Collective. 
The event at Dubuque Ink and Art 
Expo will feature live body painting, 
where 6 teams will compete on stage 
for best art/design on the body. Each 
team will have their own model, and 
they will paint on all/most skin surface.

Both Judges and visitors will be able 
to vote and prizes will be awarded to 
winner! 

DAartscollective.com

DUBUQUE FOR REFUGEE 
CHILDREN FUNDRAISER
Tuesday, Sept 29 @ 6 PM | Free
Join this family friendly event to raise 
funds and awareness and solutions 
for issues faced by 
new immigrants from Central 
America in Dubuque. 

FALL INTO ART
GALLERY TOUR
Friday, Oct 2 @ 5–10 PM | Free
Saturday, Oct 3 @ 12–4 PM | Free
Dubuque Main Street’s Fall Into Art 
Gallery Tour is a two-day gallery 
tour through the downtown cultural 
corridor. Hop on the trolley to visit 
Voices and the other galleries. Be 
sure to end your tour at Voices for the 
closing party with the live music in the 
Speakeasy from 7–11 PM. Stop back on 
Saturday, October 3 for your last view 
of Voices! Free.

VoicesGallery.org.

ARTS!
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FALL INTO ART 
GALLERY TOUR
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 5 TO 10 PM
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 12 TO 4 PM
@ DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE CULTURAL CORRIDOR | FREE

DUBUQUE MAIN STREET encourages 
you to experience the enriched 
community life in the Downtown 
Dubuque Cultural Corridor, home 
to commercial galleries, museums, 
theaters, an aquarium, more than 
eighty specialty shops, three dozen 
restaurants, working artist studio space, 
and a variety of major art venues.

PARTICIPATING 
GALLERIES:
1. CARNEGIE-STOUT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Enjoy the Art @ your library® 
opening reception featuring local 
artists from The Dubuque Camera 
Club.  Over 25 photographers’ works 
will be highlighted in this unique show.  
Artists will be on hand to discuss their 
photography.  Live music provided by 
Sam & The Others.  Art @ your library® 
continues the relationship between 
the Library and art throughout its 
114 year history.  

360 W. 11th Street | dubuque.lib.ia.us

2. CLARKE UNIVERSITY 
OFF-SITE EXHIBIT
(The Kirby Building) Enter at 7th Street side entrance
The Clarke University exhibit features 
current student work in the areas of 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, 
Printmaking, and Graphic Design.  The 
Clarke Art and Design department 
off ers comprehensive undergraduate 
programs in studio art, Graphic Design, 
and Art History.

700 White Street | clarke.edu

3. DUBUQUE AREA ARTS COLLECTIVE
The Salon Exhibit showcases the 
works of local and regional artists 
who have been turned down by other 
established exhibitions and galleries of 
the area including VOICES, the DuMA, 
among others.

902 Main St. | daartscollective.com

4. DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART
Established in 1874, the Dubuque 
Museum of Art is Iowa’s oldest cultural 
institution. Located in the heart of 
downtown, the Museum’s permanent 
collection refl ects 20th Century 
American art with an emphasis on 
mid-American Regionalism.

701 Locust Street  |  dbqart.com

5. GALLERY C
Gallery C is a contemporary art 
gallery specializing in innovative art 
by emerging and established artists. 
Join the opening reception for Millwork 
Portraits, Photographs and Stories 
of men and women from Dubuque’s 
Millwork District by Tim Olson.

900 Jackson Street | dbqstudioworks.org

6. OUTSIDE THE LINES 
ART GALLERY
Paintings, pottery, 
jewelry, sculpture, and 
more by local, regional and national 
artists.  Year round events include 
exhibits, artist demonstrations and 
street art competition. Current exhibit of 
nature photography and raku pottery.

409 Bluff  Street |  otlag.com

7. STUDIO WORKS
Studio Works is a non-profi t 
organization that off ers quality 
studio space and programs for artists 
and creative professionals, hosting 
various events to promote the creative 
development of local artists. 

900 Jackson Street, LL3 |  dbqstudioworks.org

8. UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE 
OFF-SITE EXHIBIT
University of Dubuque Computer 
Graphics students examine what 
Dubuque’s tagline “Masterpiece 
on the Mississippi” means to them. 
Masterpiece, Dubuque, Mississippi, 
People and Architecture – all digitally 
created. What does our “Masterpiece” 
mean to you? Vote for your favorite 
amongst the 40 images in the show.

919 Main Street  | dbq.edu

9. UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILLE 
OFF-SITE EXHIBIT
The Art Program at UW-Platteville 
stresses the development of a broad 
working knowledge in studio art, 
graphic design, and art education. This 
exhibit showcases work from students 
in these areas.

219 W. 9th Street  |  uwplatt.edu

10. VOICES FROM THE WAREHOUSE 
DISTRICT: STREETS
This unique venue brings 15,000 square 
feet of raw warehouse space to a new level 
of distinction—bringing art of the STREETS. 
Special music performance for the Fall into 
Art closing party. 

275 E. 10th Street  |  voicesgallery.org

FREE, SELF-GUIDED TOUR 
Make your way along the route in the order 
you choose! WALK, BIKE, DRIVE, OR HOP 
THE FREE TROLLEYS ON FRIDAY NIGHT! 
On Friday night, the Fall Into Art trolleys will 
make a loop, stopping at each participating 
gallery every 10-15 minutes. On Saturday, 
patrons are encouraged to walk, bike, or 
drive the route! 
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Downtown Dubuque
Cultural Corridor

Carnegie-Stout Public Library

360 W. 11th Street

Enjoy the Art @ your library® opening 
reception featuring local artists from 
The Dubuque Camera Club.  
Over 25 photographers’ works will be 
highlighted in this unique show.  Artists 
will be on hand to discuss their pho-
tography.  Live music provided by Sam 
& The Others.  
Art @ your library® continues the re-
lationship between the Library and art 
throughout its 114 year history.  

563.589.4225  |  www.dubuque.lib.ia.us

FREE
     SELF GUIDED

ART TOUR

Galleries
       PARTICIPATING

Gallery  

Carnegie-Stout Public Library
Clarke University Off-Site Exhibit
Dubuque Area Arts Collective’s Salon Exhibit
Dubuque Museum of Art
Gallery C
Outside the Lines Art Gallery
Studio Works
University of Dubuque Off-Site Exhibit
University of Wisconsin-Platteville Off-Site Exhibit
Voices from the Warehouse 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

TOUR MAP

10

 1

 1

 2 4

 5
9
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FREE, SELF-GUIDED TOUR 
Make your way along the route in the order you choose!
WALK, BIKE, DRIVE, OR HOP THE FREE TROLLEYS ON FRIDAY NIGHT! 
On Friday night, the Fall Into Art trolleys will make a loop, 
stopping at each participating gallery every 10-15 minutes. 
On Saturday, patrons are encouraged to walk, bike, 
or drive the route!

Clarke University Off-Site Exhibit

700 White Street 
(The Kirby Building) Enter at 7th Street side entrance

The Clarke University exhibit features 
current student work in the areas of 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Ceram-
ics, Printmaking, and Graphic Design.  
The Clarke Art and Design department 
offers comprehensive undergraduate 
programs in studio art, Graphic Design, 
and Art History.

563.588.8146  |  www.clarke.edu

OCTOBER 2 & 3, 2015

FRIDAY  5-10 PM

SATURDAY 12-4 PM

G a l l e r y  To u r

 2

(See inside brochure for gallery addresses.)

ARTS!
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TWENTY DIRTY HANDS 
POTTERY TOUR 

OCTOBER 16, 17 AND 18, 10-6 PM EACH DAY
@ GALENA AREA POTTERY STUDIOS  | FREE

AUDITIONS FOR 
A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS
OCTOBER 4TH FROM 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM
OCTOBER 5TH FROM 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
@ THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE

The Grand Opera House will present A 
Charlie Brown Christmas, by Charles M. 
Schulz, based on the television special by 
Bill Melendez and Lee Mendelson.
Stage Adaptation by Eric Schaeffer/by 
special arrangement with Arthur Whitelaw 
and Ruby Persson on November 27-29 and 
December 4-6, 2015.
Director: Melissa McGuire

The familiar holiday cartoon favorite 
comes to life. The production will be 
performed by adults playing children. 
Auditions are open to performers 16 and 
up. Actors must look and have the ability 
to play youthful.

ROLES: Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, 
Linus, Frieda, Schroeder, Violet, Sally, 
Patty and Shermy.

Those auditioning should plan to arrive 
at 1:00 PM on Sunday, October 4th or 
7:00 PM on Monday, October 5th and 

be available for callbacks at 7:00 PM 
on Wednesday, October 6th. Actors 
wishing to audition but are unavailable 
to arrive at the start of the audition 
time should call the Grand Opera House 
business office at 563-588-4356 to give 
an approximate arrival time.

Actors should prepare 32 bars of a 
musical theatre or Christmas song that 
best shows their range. Please bring 
sheet music, an accompanist will be 
provided.

Actors will also be asked to read 
from the script. Perusal copies of 
the script are available at the Grand 
Opera House business office 135 
West 8th Street, Dubuque, between 
9:00am-4:00pm Monday through 
Friday. Sides can also be emailed upon 
request by contacting Executive and 
Artistic Director, Frank McClain at 
director@thegrandoperahouse.com.

www.thegrandoperahouse.com

Self guided tour Galena area pottery studios 
featuring work of over 25 artists from 
functional ware to sculpture using diverse 
methods of firing, raku to wood firing and 
clays and glaze surfaces. Many sites will host 

guests artists and live demonstrations. 
Please visit our website or facebook for a 
complete listing events at each site.

twentydirtyhands.com

ARTS!



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Mid-Autumn Festival
4:30–6:30 PM @ UW-P
Adult Coloring
6–7:30 PM @ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
Jesus, Shakespeare, and Amelia Earhart 
Run Into A Wall…
7:30 PM @ Loras St. Joes Auditorium
Arts & Alchemy: It’s Arthur Miller Time!
8–10 PM @ The Smokestack

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
4–10 PM @ Grand River Center
Dubuque Area Writers Guild Meeting
6 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub
Michael Mao Dance Co.
7–9 PM @ UW-P CFA
Jesus, Shakespeare, and Amelia Earhart 
Run Into A Wall…
7:30 PM @ Loras St. Joes Auditorium
Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
“Do You See What Eye See” Exhibit 
(Hip-hop Culture)
11:30 PM @ The Smokestack

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
11 AM–10 PM @ Grand River Center
Matter 21+ Social Evenings
5:30–8 PM @ Matter Creative Center
John August Swanson: 
Passion of Color Reception
6-7 PM @ UD Heritage Center
Burning Man: A Night on the Playa
7 PM @ Voices Gallery
Jesus, Shakespeare, and Amelia Earhart 
Run Into A Wall…
7:30 PM @ Loras St. Joes Auditorium
Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
SongFest
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Dubuque Ink and Art Expo
11 AM–6 PM @ Grand River Center
Mary Kay Shanley Lecture
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Jesus, Shakespeare, and Amelia Earhart 
Run Into A Wall…
2 PM @ Loras St. Joes Auditorium
Doubt, A Parable
2 PM @ Grand Opera House

Emergence of Spirit: Burlesque!
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Concert for Refugee Children
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Long Exposure Workshop
7-9 PM @ Everything Photography
Adult Art Classes: Drawing
7–9 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
Adult Art Classes: Oil Painting
6–9 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Recycled Percussion
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
Arts & Alchemy: It’s Arthur Miller Time!
8–10 PM @ The Smokestack

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
“Fall Into Art” Gallery Tour
5-10 PM
Dubuque Camera Club Reception
@ Carnegie-Stout Public Library
The Salon Exhibition Reception
@ Dubuque Area Arts Collective
“Millwork Portraits” 
by Tim Olson Reception
@ Gallery C
Tony Moline & Chad Jerzak 
Exhibit Reception
@ Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
“Fall Into Art” Gallery Tour
Noon–4 PM @ Downtown Dubuque
Adult Art Classes: Landscape Painting
1–4 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
“Pencil & Ink” Exhibition Reception
3–4:30 PM @ Clarke Quigley Art Gallery
The Shake Rag Art Lottery
7–10 PM @ Shake Rag Alley’s Lind Pavilion 
(Mineral Point, WI)
Doubt, A Parable
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
“IN CHARGE” Exhibit Reception
1–3 PM @ Rountree Gallery (Platteville, WI)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Adult Art Classes: Drawing
7–9 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
Young at Art
2–2:45 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Chow Bella: 
A Book Group for Foodies!
6–7:30 PM @ River Lights Bookstore
Adult Art Classes: Oil Painting
6–9 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Arts & Alchemy: Drunk History Night
8 PM @ The Smokestack

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
Matter 21+ Social Evenings
5:30–8 PM @ Matter Creative Center
Dubuque Area Writers Guild Meeting
6 PM @ Monk’s Kaffee Pub
L’il Miss Fancy Pants
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 
Adult Art Classes: Landscape Painting
1–4 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
Swing Out! Hunter Fuerste and The Big 
Band Show
2 & 7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House
DSO Classics 1: Symphonic Fantasies
7:30 PM @ UD Heritage Center
L’il Miss Fancy Pants
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
Dorothy Johnson Lecture
1:30 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art
DSO Classics 1: Symphonic Fantasies
2 PM @ UD Heritage Center
L’il Miss Fancy Pants
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
Adult Art Classes: Drawing
7–9 PM @ Dubuque Museum of Art

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25
Clarke Art + Design Faculty Exhibition
Clarke Quigley Art Gallery
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26
John August Swanson: Passion of Color
UD Heritage Center
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 27
“CHANGE, a Showing of Hal Martin’s 
Paintings” Exhibit
Galena Center for the Arts (Galena, IL)
“Cambodia” by Paco Rosic
Gallery C
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30
“Birds and Branches” Exhibit
Sinsinawa Mound Center Art Gallery 
(Sinsinawa, WI)
Thomas R. Cline Exhibit
Rountree Gallery (Platteville, WI)
THROUGH OCTOBER 4
The Salon Exhibition
Dubuque Area Arts Collective 
Words We Know the Songs To 
by Jaclyn Garlock
Dubuque Museum of Art

“IN CHARGE” Exhibit
Rountree Gallery (Platteville, WI)
THROUGH OCTOBER 11
A City for All Seasons: 
DBQ Camera Club 3rd Annual Exhibition
Dubuque Museum of Art
The Iowa State Fair by Kurt Ullrich
Dubuque Museum of Art
THROUGH OCTOBER 27
Jac Tilton Watercolors and Drawings
Maquoketa Art Experience (Maquoketa, IA)

FIND MORE EVENTS:
FOR THE COMPLETE ART EVENTS 
CALENDAR AND MORE, VISIT

dubuque365.com/artscalendar.

ARTS!
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BACONFEST 2015
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
VIP TASTING: 5–9 PM
PUBLIC TASTING: 6–9 PM
GRAND RIVER CENTER
BY BRYCE PARKS

Don’t you smell that? It’s the scent of fall … and it 
smells a lot like bacon. Bacon lovers, it’s time to get your 
taste buds ready for the 2015 Dubuque Area Baconfest 
celebration, now at a larger, possibly more convenient 
location at the Grand River Center in the Port of 
Dubuque on October 1, from 5 to 9 PM.   

We sat down with Pamela Steffensmeier from Area 
Residential Care and Steve Hemmer, a seasoned Baconfest 
volunteer and committee member to talk, well … bacon!

“The new location was mainly to accommodate the 
growth of our event,” says Pamela. “Three years ago 
there were about 300 people at the event. Last year, 
the fairgrounds ballroom was pretty backed with over 
500 people enjoying the event and this year we hope 
to accommodate 700 to 750 people with a much more 
spacious venue. We’ll have vendors all around the perimeter 
of the event space with lots of room in the middle to mingle, 
sit and eat and ponder your favorites for voting.”

Steve adds “It’ll be far less cluttered, not only in 
getting people in the door a lot faster when the rush 
hits at 6 PM, but with vendors too. In the past some 
felt like they were tucked away in a corner and maybe 
overlooked by some taster. Not anymore. Everyone will 
be well-featured throughout the night.”

At Baconfest 2015, you’ll enjoy amazing samples 
of creative bacon dishes prepared by area chefs from 
restaurants, BBQ pits, and caterers!  Each vendor will 
bring one or as many as three or four specially prepared 
dishes for you to try, each will come with hundreds of 
samples to share.

“The categories are broken into four categories,” 
explains Hemmer. “Appetizers, Main Dishes, Drinks 
and Desserts. Chefs aren’t bringing their A game to 
Baconfest, they’re bringing their A+ game. It’s amazing. 
Kudos to all the vendors who take a real interest in 
making amazing dishes for the event. They all go way 
out of their way.”

“Only two vendors so far are making similar dishes,” 
offers Steffensmeyer. “The menu is very diverse and 
original. Tasters will vote for their favorites in the 
four categories and whichever dish among the four 
categories has the overall most votes will then also win 
the overall title of best dish for the event. The winner 
gets a golden ticket to go to the food championships 
in Florida in November where their dish will compete 
against other chefs from across the country.”

There is a program this year too, so you can plan your 
attack and make sure you don’t miss something that you 
might have otherwise accidentally walked past five or six 
times. That would be tragic! 

The Whole Hog Sponsor for the night is Hormel 
foods who donated a whopping 1100 pounds of bacon 
for the event. The chefs will use the donated bacon to 
prepare all of their dishes. And it’s not just one kind of 
bacon. Vendors could choose between tradition Black 
Label Hormel Bacon, pre-cooked bacon, jalapeño bacon, 
pecan wood smoked bacon, cherry wood smoked bacon 
and bacon caramel. So look for variety within your acute 
bacon taste bud workout.

While sampling all of the tasty bacon treats, enjoy 
music by DJ Steve Hemmer. Yes, he’s multi-talented. You 
can also take part in the Hormel Bacon Eating Contest 
which will feature contestants downing a pound and 
a half of pre-cooked bacon. That’s about half of what 
they had to east last year. So instead of being a test of 
intestinal fortitude, it’ll be much more of a race this year 
and far more palatable to witness in person. Also, the 
hilarious and popular Oink-Off contest returns for 2015, 
pitting contestants doing their best hog sounds.

With Bryce Parks (that’s me, by the way) the 2014 
Dubuque Area Baconfest King retiring his crown, come 
find out who will be named his successor? Online 
applicants had to provide answers to hard-thought 
questions like who is their bacon idol, what is their 
favorite place to eat bacon, and what would a pig’s 
version of world peace be? 

Rounding out the fun will be a photo booth from 
Dubuque Photography where you can act silly in front 
of fun digital backgrounds and the Dubuque County Fair 
Queen will be on hand helping the event by selling 50/50 
raffle tickets throughout the night. 

Bacon lover and vendor J&D Catering will be back to 
defend their title as the 2014 Overall Winner with a slate 
of all new dishes. Can they pull off another win? 

“I can’t wait to see what these people bring in that I’ll 
be talking about for the nest year,” smiles Steve Hemmer. 
“The bacon cheese curds last year is where I think I really 
hurt myself.”

“They were bringing us samples last year before the 
event even started using us as testers to see how we 
liked their dished,” admits Pamela. “I was full before the 

event even started. I think I only got to three booths 
before I was already full.”

The most important part about this wildly popular 
festival is that all proceeds from this event will go to 
Area Residential Care and support their mission of 
empowering people with intellectual disabilities. For 
over 47 years, Area Residential Care has helped people 
achieve their highest quality of life. What a great way to 
show your support. 

Tickets are on sale now at Area Residential Care 
or at dbqbacon.org. General Admission Tickets are 
$25 each and V.I.P Tickets are $45 each. A V.I.P. ticket 
allows attendees to enter the venue one hour early, taste 
of all the food before everyone else and will receive 
a special swag bag gift at the event. For the bacon 
aficionado, this is the only way to roll! But never fear, 
there’s enough for everyone all night.

In addition to Hormel, major sponsors for the night 
include Kordell Truck & Trailer Sales, Grand River Center, 
Dubuque Bank & Trust, 97.7 Country WGLR, Super Hits 
106, Xtreme 107.1, A.Y. McDonald, Prudential Financial, 
Dubuque 365, Focus Services, Rousselot, Big River Sign 
Co., The Friedman Group, Dubuque Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Music N More Promotions.

If there could possibly be any more information, 
you’ll find it online at dbqbacon.com or like them at 
facebook.com/DubuqueAreaBaconfest. We’ll see you 
there, guaranteed! n

COVER STORY!
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If fall brings the threat of cold weather to come, it 
also brings the promise of seasonal treats that only come 
around once a year, at least in the “real” version. And 
perhaps no fall treat is more anticipated than the arrival 
of Betty Jane Candies’ Caramel Apples.

How do we know this? Well, last week we gave away 
an awesome $700 electric guitar on Facebook. After five 
days we had hundreds of registrations and 30,000 views 
of the contest. Then we gave away a $5 Betty Jane’s Gift 
Certificate so someone could get a caramel apple. After 
24 hours the apple had three times as many registrations 
as the guitar and 50,000 views on Facebook. What kind 
of blind devotion is that? Well folks, that’s Betty Jane’s.

“They’re selling very well right now despite the 
warmer weather we’ve had,” notes Betty Jane’s 
president Andy Siegert. “Once that fall weather arrives, 
it just explodes. The apples we receive from the 
orchard are always great but this year’s crop has been 
exceptional. We’ve been picking up about 6,000 apples 
a week to start the season and the size and flavor are 
always excellent. The orchard does an amazing job. Of 
those 6,000 or so apples we receive from them, we’ll get 
maybe three defective apples—just a great product. Pair 
that with Betty Jane caramel... It’s going to be a crazy 
October.”

And the kind of nuts that surrounds the hype are 
the only kind of nuts you’ll ever find on a Berry Jane 
Caramel Apple.

“We don’t do anything fancy, mostly because there 
isn’t time based on our volume but no nuts, no frills, just 
a crisp, tart apple hand spun in our Homemade caramel,” 
explains Siegert. “Simple but perfect, the way it’s always 
been done here.”

“Last year we spun about 56,000 apples,” continues 
Siegert. “With the apples being ripe earlier this year, 
it’s not unrealistic to think we could top 60,000 apples 
sold this season. They have a short shelf life of a couple 
days, so when you come in for them, you can be assured 
you’re basically getting them right out of the kitchen, 
probably the same day. You can extend the life of your 
apple a couple of days by putting it in the fridge.”

A Betty Jane Caramel Apple is $3.99 and worth every 
penny. A lot of businesses use them as gifts and rewards 
for their employees. There are price breaks from 5–20% 
based on bulk orders. You’ll have to order up 300 or more 

to get 20% off, but believe it or not, plenty of 
people do just that.

Caramel apples aren’t the only exciting 
things coming out of the kitchen these days 
at Betty’s Jane’s main facility on Asbury Road 
in Dubuque. The legendary Gremlin is now 
available in bar form. Yes, no more do you 
have to pick up a single Gremlin and think 
“Are you kidding me? One is not going 
to be enough!” The new packaging 
has just come in and starting 
now, all over Dubuque, you can 
find a Betty Jane Gremlin Bar 
when you find all the other less 
worthy candy bars of the world. 
It costs a little more at $1.99, but… 
come on. It’s Betty Jane!

Also new to the lineup is the 
newest creation, Betty’s Bites. 
They are a crispy pretzel thin, with 
Gremlin Caramel and coated with 
milk chocolate and topped with sea salt. I 
know, right? $13.99 per pound. Just take my money!

And if you want to be decadent but pretend you’re 
healthy, you should try their new Snack Mix. It’s a 
traditional mix of nuts and raisins and such, but with the 
added kicker of Betty Jane’s chocolate covered nuts. 
Um, yum!

All of this new excitement is a part of big growth 
and great expectations at Betty Jane’s. They also just 
completed an expansion of their main building to be able 
to serve more people faster and expand their reach into 
more locations though partner wholesalers. So don’t be 
surprised to see their most popular goodies in places 
you’ve never seen them before, like Hy-Vee, for example.

Get more of the scoop on what’s new on their website 
at bettyjanecandies.com and, of course, like them on 
Facebook (facebook.com/BettyJaneCandies). But most 
of all, do yourself a favor, give yourself, and maybe even 
your loved ones (if they’re worthy) a treat and stop in a 
Betty Jane’s this week and take home some fall flavors 
for everyone to enjoy… while they last! Then we’re going 
to have to fall back to Betty Jane’s Christmas flavors, 
perish the thought! n

 Betty Jane staff with President Andy Siegert on the right Betty Jane Gremlin Bar

 Betty’s Bites

BETTY JANE CARAMEL APPLE SEASON… AND MORE!
BY BRYCE PARKS
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THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE
135 W 8TH ST, DUBUQUE, IA
BOX OFFICE HOURS: MON–FRI: NOON–4 PM
THEGRANDOPERAHOUSE.COM
563-588-1305

DOUBT, A PARABLE BY JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY
September 25–26 and October 2–3 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, September 27 @ 2 PM
Doubt won the Pulitzer Prize for drama and the Tony Award for Best Play in 2005. A 
Catholic grade school could seem like a hermetically sealed world in 1964. That’s the 
case with St. Nicholas in the Bronx, ruled by the pathologically severe principal Sister 
Aloysius, who keeps the students and nuns under her thumb and is engaged in an 
undeclared war with the new parish priest. Tickets are $18

SWING OUT! HUNTER FUERSTE AND THE BIG BAND SHOW
Saturday, October 10 @ 2 and 7:30 PM
“Swing Out! The Big Band Show” is an authentic recreation of the big band era, the 
music of 1935 to 1945. The show features recreations of the original hits of Glenn 
Miller, Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, Harry James, Count 
Basie and many others. In addition to a fourteen-piece big band, the two hour 
program features singers, dancers, and a special tight harmony vocal group, The 
Penthouse Serenaders. This year is an all new tribute to Guy Lombardo & His Royal 
Canadians. Tickets are $20.

THE MUSIC MEN OF DUBUQUE PRESENT THEIR 6TH ANNUAL SHOW, ANYTIME!
Saturday, October 17 @ 7:30 PM
The Music Men are proud to celebrate their 66th annual show at The Grand Opera House 
the site of its most successful Annual Shows and largest audiences. This year’s show, 
ANYTIME, showcases the Music Men who are excited to share an upbeat and new 
repertoire. Songs include Ride the Chariot, Anytime, Nevertheless/I Don’t Know Why 
Medley, America, and a few surprises. Tickets are $15 (See the feature story on page 33).

FALL SEASON OF THE ARTS…
WHEN THE ADULTS COME OUT TO PLAY!
BY BRYCE PARKS

If hot summer nights are made for young people 
playing outside with hip-hop DJs and beer, beer and 
more beer, then surely fall and winter nights are made 
for adults with a little more sophistication. And by that 
we mean, you’re old enough to know when to stop going 
to the beach in skimpy bikinis and at the same time wise 
enough to know there’s more to going out at night than 
loud music and Jello shots. 

With cooler weather comes the season of the arts 
which means not only does entertainment move indoors, 
but a lot more diverse options for staged entertainment 
take the spotlight. Local colleges and universities kick-
off their annual seasons of theatre, dance, music and 
lectures, while local theater continues or even ramps up 
their own offerings for musicals, comedy and dramatic 
stages performances as well as fantastic touring shows, 
from Broadway shows to nationally famous musical and 
dance acts.

While these performances are, of course, open to 
everyone, there is undoubtedly one target audience that 
appreciates and eats up these opportunities and that 
is, naturally, mature adults. We’re not saying old people 
because old people worry about weather and leaving the 
house and a host of other things that can be lethal if the 
status-quo is broken. We’re talking about active older 
adults. People whose love and appreciation of the arts 

has grown right along with their years even if their hearts 
and minds feel as young as ever. 

One thing we learned quickly at 365ink is never 
judge a person by their age. We found that our readers 
share one key element. They’re all active and young at 
heart. They get out of the house and ENGAGE in their 
community. They go to events and festivals and lots and 
lots of live music, theater and educational opportunities. 
And while we thought maybe that key demographic was 
people “our age,” man, were we wrong. We’re pretty 
certain that more people over the age of 50 read 365ink 
than people under 50. While there are pages of rock and 
roll in this publication, there’re even more pages of art 
openings, live theater and chances to learn things and 
meet interesting people. And our readers over a certain 
age are by far the most engaged in those opportunities. 

If you fit into that niche of smart mature adults with a 
few bucks to spend and some free time to fill with quality 
entertainment, this article is for you. We pulled together 
some of the area’s best fine arts opportunities coming 
up through the end of the year and made a handy little 
list for you. Just like the Winter Festivals poster from our 
most recent issue, consider this the issue you’ll save for 
a while and circle all the shows you agree are “DO-NOT-
MISS” nights out. Add in some dinner and one of the 
area’s great restaurants and you’ve got a season full of 

great dates ahead of you, whether its with your spouse 
or a night out with the ladies (or the guys). So break 
out the cool weather dress-up clothes (or go see Ben 
Graham for some new ones) and get ready to have a fall 
to remember—one at least that doesn’t include any hip 
injuries! n

NOTE: Each of these great venues has additional 
shows into the spring, too, but we can’t fit them all 
in here. You have all of the websites and contacts 
listed below. Don’t forget to get online and see what 
additional shows await you after the New Year!
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COUNTRY MUSIC STAR JOHN ANDERSON WITH SPECIAL GUEST GLORY N GRACE
Friday, November 6 @ 8 PM
John Anderson is one of the greatest country music singers to ever step up to the 
microphone, possessing one of the most instantly recognizable vocal instruments in the 
history of the genre. In a Country Music Hall of Fame-worthy career that has produced 
23 albums, more than 60 singles (20 reaching the Top 10), and wealth of industry 
awards including CMA Horizon Award and a long list of hits including “Seminole Wind,” 
“Straight Tequila Night,” “Money in the Bank,” “Wild and Blue,” “When It Comes To 
You,” and the CMA Horizon Award winning number one single “Swingin.” Tickets are 
$29–$50. VIP reserved seats include a pre-show wine and cheese tasting.

THE TEXAS TENORS: DEEP IN THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS
Monday, December 7 @ 7:30 PM
SOLD OUT!

THE NUTCRACKER BALLET
December 12 and 18–19 @ 7:30 PM
December 13 and 20 @ 2 PM
The annual presentation of The Nutcracker Ballet featuring the Dubuque City Youth 
Ballet returns to the Grand December 12-13 and 18-20. Beautiful costumes & sets, 
stunning choreography and the familiar music of Tchaikovsky will delight the entire 
family. Tickets are $20.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE HERITAGE CENTER
2255 BENNETT ST, DUBUQUE, IA
BOX OFFICE HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–5 PM 
DBQ.EDU/HERITAGECENTER
563-585-SHOW (7469)

THE DUBUQUE CHORALE PRESENTS SONGFEST 2015
Saturday, September 26 @ 7:30 PM
The Dubuque Chorale will be sharing the stage at the UD Heritage Center on 
September 26 at 7:30 PM for an evening featuring many of the choral groups in 

the area. In addition to the Chorale and Cadenza, performances will be given by 
the Julien Chamber Choir, Music Men of Dubuque, the collegiate choirs from Clarke 
University, Emmaus Bible College, Loras College, University of Dubuque, and the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. Tickets are $10.

RECYCLED PERCUSSION
Thursday, October 1 @ 7:30 PM
Justin Spencer and his group, who beat their sticks on buckets, power tools, and ladders, 
started in a high school talent show and have now become a world-wide hit! Tickets for 
Recycled Percussion are $25–$30 for adults. See page 14 for more information.

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: SYMPHONIC FANTASIES
Saturday, October 10 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, October 11 @ 2 PM
The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra opens its 57th season with an exciting new fanfare 
written specifically for this concert by Dubuque composer Amy Dunker. Russian 

 Doubt, A Parable by John Patrick Shanley at The Grand Opera House
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piano virtuoso Natasha Paremski joins the orchestra for Rachmaninoff’s romantic and 
powerful Piano Concerto No. 2 while Berlioz’s fantasy-filled symphony is a thrilling 
blockbuster. From the ‘’March to the Scaffold’’ to the ‘’Witch’s Sabbath,’’ this music is 
truly one of the great classics. Tickets are $17–$78.

BRASS TRANSIT: THE LEGACY OF CHICAGO
Friday, October 16 @ 7:30 PM 
Celebrate homecoming at UD with Toronto’s dynamic, crowd-pleasing, studio-
tight Chicago tribute! The band’s show includes all the hits from Chicago’s golden 
age, 1969-1976. With world-class horns, a rocking rhythm section and vocals 
stacked sky high, Brass Transit transports audiences back to the freewheeling days 
of the seventies. Member credits include platinum records, Emmy awards, and 
performances with Hall-of-Fame rock and soul acts. Includes a Bisignano Gallery 
Reception 6–7:30 PM Tickets are $31–$36.

MEMPHIS THE MUSICAL
November 13–14 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 15 @ 2 PM
From the underground dance clubs of 1950s, Memphis, Tennessee, comes a hot new 
Broadway musical that bursts off the stage with explosive dancing, irresistible songs, 
and a thrilling tale of fame and forbidden love. Inspired by actual events, MEMPHIS is 
about a radio DJ who wants to change the world and a club singer who is ready for 
her big break. Come along on their incredible journey to the ends of the airwaves—
filled with laughter, soaring emotion, and roof-raising rock ‘n’ roll by a live band. 
Winner of four 2010 Tony Awards® including Best Musical. Tickets are $15

LETTERS HOME: PERFORMED BY CHICAGO’S GRIFFIN THEATRE COMPANY
Wednesday, November 18 @ 7:30 PM
 Letters Home puts recent Afghanistan & Iraq wars front and center by bringing 
to life actual letters written by soldiers serving in the Middle East. The play gives 
audiences a powerful portrait of the soldier experience during wartime. To enhance 
the theatrical experience of the play, the performance is followed by a Q&A period. 
A free 30-minute special lecture precedes this performance at 6:30 PM in the Babka 
Theatre. Military active duty, retired, and reserve components eligible for free 
admission with military ID. Tickets are $19–$24.

THE CELTIC TENORS
Friday, December 11 @ 7:30 PM
 The only tenor group with a truly global audience and presented in cooperation 
with Irish Hooley, the Celtic Tenors give you a night to remember. Whether playing a 
cathedral or major concert venues in New York, Amsterdam, or Dubuque, the tenors 
genuinely love what they do and you’ll see that shine through in each rendition of 
beautiful Celtic songs like the haunting “Danny Boy” and exhilarating classics like 
“Nessun Dorma.” Tickets are $31–$36.

CHRISTMAS AT HERITAGE CENTER
Friday, December 4 @ 7:30 PM
Now in its third year, this UD tradition promises once again to bring renewed spiritual 
meaning to your Christmas season. UD’s Fine and Performing Arts Department celebrates 
the birth of Christ though a dynamic concert presentation featuring the Concert Choir, 
Chamber Singers, Wind Ensemble, live narration, and more. Tickets are $5–$10.

SNL’S ANA GASTEYER & HER JAZZ QUINTET
Saturday, January 9, 2016 @ 7:30 PM
 Best known from her six years on Saturday Night Live and her Broadway roles in 
Wicked and The Rocky Horror Show, Ana Gasteyer is on tour! This concert celebrates 
the release of her first studio record, I’m Hip—a collection of jazz standards with Ana’s 
own twist. Ana delivers superstar vocals, humor, and a performance sure to dazzle 
audiences, complete with her own 5-piece band. Tickets are $25–$32.

FIVE FLAGS THEATER
405 MAIN ST, DUBUQUE, IA
BOX OFFICE HOURS: MON–FRI: 10 AM–5PM
FIVEFLAGSCENTER.COM
TICKETS: TICKETMASTER.COM OR 1-800-745-3000

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
October 9–10 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, October 11 @ 2 PM
Bijou Room
What happens when a man either faces or refuses to face himself and the existence 
on which his life turns? Beneath the shadow of the Brooklyn Bridge in the 1950s lives 
longshoreman Eddie Carbone, his wife Beatrice, and niece Catherine. Life is predictable 

FEATURE STORY!

 Dubuque Symphony Orchestra: Symphonic Fantasies at UD Heritage Center  An Evening of Magic, Mirth and Mystery at Five Flags Bijou Room
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for Eddie until two of Beatrice’s illegal immigrant cousins move in. Eddie’s envy and 
delusion play out with devastating consequences. Once again, Miller explores classic 
tragic themes in this play—yet another of his American masterpieces. Tickets are $22.

AN EVENING OF MAGIC, MIRTH AND MYSTERY
Friday, October 30 @ 8 PM
Bijou Room
Performing since age 12, Magician Craig Steven is an award winning comedy performer 
who mixes mentalism, close-up magic, and audience participation into an evening of 
magic, mirth, and mystery. More than just tricks, Stevens interweaves magic with stories 
and anecdotes that both enlighten and entertain. Looking for an alternative to the same 
Friday night movie—this is it! This performance, geared to an adult crowd, will be in the 
intimate surroundings of the Bijou Room. Come be amazed! Tickets are $23.

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CLASSICS 2: MAGICAL MOZART
Saturday, November 14 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 15 @ 2 PM
Mozart’s sparkling overture begins this concert, followed by the beautiful, 
mesmerizing strains of Philip Glass’ music for strings from his Third Symphony. DSO 
Principal Trumpeter Wes Skidgel is the featured soloist for Haydn’s lovely trumpet 
concerto. The program then concludes with Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 masterpiece, 
which is graceful yet emotionally compelling. Tickets are $15–$78.

DUBUQUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY CONCERT
Saturday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 6 @ 2 PM
Ring in the holiday season with the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra! The orchestra will 
be joined by vocal soloist Diane Penning, the Dubuque Chorale, and members of the 
Heartland Ballet Company. Historic Five Flags Theater will once again be decorated 
with plenty of green garland, white lights, and red ribbon. With a combination of 
familiar holiday favorites as well as exciting new music, come join us and be a part of 
this cherished event. Tickets are $9–$75

FEATURE STORY!

 Li’l Miss Fancy Pants at Bell Tower Theater
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CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE
Tuesday, December 8 @ 7:30 PM
In Cirque Dreams Holidaze, Broadway director Neil Goldberg re-imagines the holiday 
season with over 300 costumes, 20 acts and 30 performers from 12 countries 
showcasing an endless variety of imaginative, heart-pounding and gravity- defying 
feats you have to see to believe. Experience gingerbread men flipping mid air, 
toy soldiers marching on thin wires along with snowmen, icemen and penguins, 
balancing, jumping and spinning in disbelief. The show celebrates the most wonderful 
time of the year with singers, choreography and exciting production numbers. 
Performers twirl, bounce and soar thru the air to original music and seasonal 
favorites brought to life within a stage setting of gigantic gifts, colossal candy canes 
and 30-foot towering trees & soldiers creating a wonderland of amazement. The 
performance is in the arena and tickets have yet to go on sale.

BELL TOWER THEATER
2728 ASBURY RD, DUBUQUE, IA
BOX OFFICE HOURS: MON–FRI: 11 AM–6 PM AND SAT: NOON–5PM
BELLTOWERTHEATER.NET
563-588-3377

LI’L MISS FANCY PANTS WORLD PREMIERE
October 9–10, 15–17, and 21–24 @ 7:30 PM
October 11, 18, and 25 @ 2 PM
The Bell Tower Theater, your hometown theater, is pleased to announce the world 
premiere of the new comedy, Li’l Miss Fancy Pants by Landon Heimbach and 
Elizabeth McClain. Florida’s premier child beauty pageant is turned upside down 
when all the finalists get pink eye and are unable to compete. But, the show must go 
on and legendary pageant coach Flossy Fontaine has the solution: the parents will 
all go on in their places. October 9 and 10 are the Early Bird Special performances, 
tickets are just $10. Tickets for all other performances are $20. Thursdays are Girls’ 
Night Out; all audience members get a free glass of wine. For information and to 
purchase tickets call 563-588-3377 or visit us online at belltowertheater.net.

CHRISTMAS ON BROADWAY
December 4–5, 10–12, and 16–19 @ 7:30 PM
December 6, 13, and 20 @ 2 PM
A Musical Comedy by Rick Lewis. Four star-struck holiday tourists are snowbound in 
a Broadway theater on Christmas Eve. With nothing but a few trunks of costumes, 
props and set pieces, they live out their dream-starring on Broadway! At least until 
the snow subsides... Filled with holiday classics from Broadway composers, this 
wonderful new show is a potpourri of Christmas magic! Tickets are $20.

SEX PLEASE, WE’RE SIXTY
February 12–28
A Comedy by Michael Parker & Susan Parker. When four women and two men of a 
certain age accidentally swap “helpful” pills, more than just questions arise as they all 
suddenly find their lives moving in new and surprising directions. This saucy senior 
scandal is sure to make audiences of any age laugh out loud. Tickets for this show are 
only available to season subscribers at this time. Tickets on sale Oct. 1.

FEATURE STORY!

 The Neverly Brothers at Ohnward Fine Arts Center  Igudesman and Joo: And Now Mozart at UW-P Center For the Arts
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SELF-HELP BY DUMMIEZ
April 8–24
A Comedy by T. Gregory Argall & Todd McGinnis. When a self-absorbed psychologist 
is late for work, the unusual collection of patients in his waiting room are left to fend 
for themselves…with hilariously unexpected results. Tickets on sale Oct. 1.

THE OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER
1215 E. PLATT ST, MAQUOKETA, IA
BOX OFFICE HOURS: MON–FRI @ 9 AM–1 PM
OHNWARDFINEARTSCENTER.COM
563-652-9815

THE FOUR PREPS
Saturday, October 10 @ 7 PM
The clean-cut West Coast-based Four Preps are best remembered for a string of 
Top 100 hits during the late ‘50s and early ‘60s. Featuring the original singer Bruce 
Belland with Bob Duncan former leader of The Diamonds and Mike Redman and Skip 
Taylor formerly of The Crew Cuts. Four dynamic vocalists harmonizing on America’s 
favorite pop hits including, “Sh Boom,” “Unchained Melody,” “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight,” “Little Darlin,” “Silhouettes,” “Earth Angel,” “Runaround Sue,” “Why Do 
Fools Fall In Love” and many, many more. “Their energy and enthusiasm guarantee a 
great time, every time,”—Dick Clark. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door.

MAGGIE MAE HOLIDAY SHOW
Saturday, November 28 @ 7 PM
Maggie Mae, a home-grown talented country singer/Nashville recording artist 
from Oxford, Wisconsin has been entertaining crowds with her country music and 
yodeling. She is becoming one of the biggest Midwestern names in pure country 
music. This time around she brings her great Christmas show to Ohnward. Tickets are 
$22 in advance and $25 at the door.

THE NEVERLY BROTHERS
Thursday, December 31 @ 7 PM
A Rock n’ Roll Evolution—From Elvis to the Beatles! Fasten your seat belts for a New 
Year’s Eve guided musical tour through rock n’ roll history! Dressed in period-perfect 
matching suits from each era, and playing show-stopping renditions of all the classics, 
these rockers have a look and a sound that will make you feel like you are witnessing 
rock history unfold before your very eyes and ears. And the amazing facts and trivia 
that you’ll hear between songs will give new insight as to how rock n’ roll started and 
evolved during this exciting era. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door.

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILLE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
755 W MAIN ST, PLATTEVILLE, WI
TICKETS.UWPLATT.EDU
UWPLATT.EDU/CFA/PAS
608-342-1298
877-727-1CFA

IGUDESMAN AND JOO: AND NOW MOZART
Thursday, October 22 @ 7 PM
Brodbeck Concert Hall
If Trey Parker and Matt Stone played the violin and piano, if Penn and Teller performed 
music instead of magic, and if Seth MacFarlane had a twin, they would be the brilliantly 
outrageous Igudesman & Joo. Violinist Aleksey Igudesman and pianist Hyung-Ki Joo are 
the inventive comic duo whose hilarious mix of music, pop culture and pure zaniness has 
won them fans of all ages and cultures worldwide. As evidence, their YouTube sketches 
have attracted close to 40 million viewers. Highly trained musicians, their inspired 
silliness can start with Rachmaninoff or Liszt and find its way through martial arts, movie 
classics, rock, hip-hop, folk, heavy metal and disco, step dancing and Monty Python’s 
Ministry of Silly Walks. Tickets are $28 ($2 discounts for age 62 and over). 

FEATURE STORY!
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WOMEN OF WILL: THE OVERVIEW
Friday, November 20 @ 7 PM
Brodbeck Concert Hall
A combination of riveting scenes and trenchant analysis, Women of Will explores 
themes of love, loss, freedom, control, violence, and power through the heroines 
of Shakespeare’s text. Using performance and discussion, Tina Packer traces 
the chronological evolution of Shakespeare’s female characters, and examines 
Shakespeare’s own journey and growth as a writer. Tickets are $32 ($2 discounts for 
age 62 and over). A pre-performance dinner in the Nohr Gallery AT 5 p.m. is $20.

CLARKE UNIVERSITY
1550 CLARKE DR, DUBUQUE, IA
CLARKE.EDU/ARTSATCLARKE
563-584-8642

A NIGHT IN IRELAND
Tuesday, October 20 @ 7:30 PM
Jansen Music Hall (Atrium)
Featuring Clarke ensembles, the McNulty School of Irish Dancers and Irish cuisine. From 
humble beginnings in Naperville Illinois, the McNulty School of Irish Dance has grown 
into one of the largest, most active dance schools in the Midwest. Tickets are $10.

VETERANS DAY CONCERT
Wednesday, November 3 @ 7:30 PM
Jansen Music Hall (Atrium)
Honoring our local veterans, the band, choir and instrumental ensembles lead an 
inspiring evening of music. Free Admission.

FOR A BLESSED CHRISTMAS
Saturday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 6 @ 2 PM
Sacred Heart Chapel (1150 Clarke Dr)
Staged in the beauty of Clarke’s Sacred Heart Chapel, this holiday tradition is a 
moving portrayal of the Christmas story through narration and musical performances. 
Tickets are $10.

LORAS COLLEGE
1450 ALTA VISTA ST, DUBUQUE, IA
LORAS.EDU

DESSERT POPS CONCERT
Saturday, October 24 @ 7:30 PM
Alumni Campus Center Marie Graber Ballroom
Loras Choirs present their annual fundraising event. Proceeds from this concert 
make it possible for our students to continue to provide Loras College and the 
greater Dubuque Community with high quality concerts and assist the students 

in touring. Come for an entertaining evening featuring our students performing 
selections from Musical Theatre and the Great American Songbook while you 
enjoy dessert. Reservations and payment required by October 13. This event is well 
attended, so advance reservations are REQUIRED. No refunds will be issued for this 
fundraising event. Reservations will be held under your name at the door. Questions 
may be directed to Dr. Glenn Pohland 563-588-7153. To purchase tickets, visit 
loras.edu/ecommerce.

MYSTERIES OF CHRISTMAS: WONDER FORETOLD, GLORY FULFILLED
Friday, December 4 @ 7:30 PM
Nativity Church (1225 Alta Vista St)
Join the Loras community as we come together to celebrate the Christmas season on 
Friday, December 4, 7:30 p.m. Mysteries of Christmas will be held at Nativity Church 
and will feature vocal and instrumental pieces integrated with prayers and spiritual 
messages to celebrate the Advent season. The admission offering is $8 per person or 
$20 for a four-pack at the door.

MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR, DIAMOND JO CASINO
301 BELL ST, DUBUQUE, IA
BOX OFFICE: OPENS 1 HOUR PRIOR TO ALL SHOWS OR VISIT THE  
DIAMOND CLUB COUNTER.
DIAMONDJODUBUQUE.COM
563-690-4758

THE TEMPTATIONS
Friday, September 25 @ 8 PM
Saturday, September 26 @ 8 PM
R&B and soul music group The Temptations are known for their distinct harmony, flashy 
wardrobe and choreography. Their hits include “The Way You Do the Things You Do,” 
“My Girl,” “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” and more. Current lineup includes Otis Williams, 
Ron Tyson, Terry Weeks, Joe Herndon and Bruce Williamson. Tickets are $25–$60.

YOUNG AT HEART DANCE
Thursday, October 1 @ 7 PM
Dance the Jitterbug, Lindy Hop, East Coast Swing, and West Coast Swing as we play 
timeless music from the ‘50s and ‘60s. Sing along to hits by Buddy Holly, the Beatles, 
Rolling Stones, and more! Come early for FREE dance lessons starting at 6 p.m. No 
cover charge.

THE HIT MEN
Saturday, November 21 @ 4 and 7 PM
The Hit Men are an amazing look back through rock and roll history, featuring former 
members of these mega-star acts. The Hit Men will regale you with lots of great 
stories about what it was like on the road and in recording sessions with Frankie, 
Tommy, Carly, Cat, Jim and Elton. Relive the glory days of rock and roll and leave 
saying, “Oh, what a night!” Tickets are $15–$45

FEATURE STORY!

 A Night in ireland at Clarke University Jansen Music Hall  Mysteries of Christmas at Nativity Church (Loras College)
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GET INTO THE MUSIC WITH THE MUSIC MEN OF DUBUQUE
BY JOEL GORUN

The Music Men of Dubuque, a 501c3 not for profit 
organization, celebrates 66 years of bringing the quality 
and joy of barbershop singing to and within the Dubuque 
area. Under different names during these 66 years, the 
excitement and energy of ringing chords in barbershop 
harmony by a male music group was and continues to 
heard and enjoyed in the Dubuque community (tens of 
thousands over our 66 years).

We are a small yet active group who enjoy barbershop 
harmony, singing our hearts out whenever and wherever, 
getting continuing updating of skills, and flaunting the 
joy and fellowship we find in making harmony come alive. 
The Barbershop Harmony Society and The Music Men 
Barbershop Chorus brings men together in harmony and 
fellowship to enrich lives through singing.

The Music Men participate in the Central District 
(Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri and Kansas) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society. The chorus has been 
represented in several Central States District quartet 
competitions over the years. We also meet, although 
irregularly, with other Barbershop Harmony Choruses in 
Davenport, Cedar Rapids, Iowa City, Waterloo, Elkader 
and Decorah. In addition, once a year, we gather for 
some education and fellowship with men from all the 
states of the Central District.

Over 35 quartets have been drawn from the 
membership of the Music Men throughout their 66 years 
of existence. Since 1995 we are well represented by 
Youse Guys, our own, local barbershop quartet. Three 

members of the Music Men have been singing for over 45 
years. We all love to hit the stage and wow the crowd. It 
is what we do., what we are and known for.

Whether it is a chorus of over 70 men, a quartet, a 
chorus of 14 or 15 men, all male or mixed barbershop 
quartet, or chorus of women the message is always the 
same: the joy of singing and ringing chords in four-part 
barbershop harmony brings fellowship, friendship, good 
will, delight and satisfaction to members and listeners.

The Music Men Chorus, in the aftermath of the 
October, 2014 Annual Show and prepping for the October 
17, 2015 Show has been very busy enhancing lives through 
Barbershop Harmony at a number of different venues.

A sense of what we did from November, 2014–
October, 2015 includes raising funds for the Dubuque 
Rescue Mission through Christmas caroling at Walmart 
and Main St. Galena, participating in the annual 
community block party of The Community Foundation, 
singing Valentine Day greetings for couples and small 
groups at close to 50 different locations and providing 
music for a Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce 
special event. Additionally, we performed shows at 
Woodland Apts., Manor Care, Oak Park Place, the 
Dubuque Retirement Center, enjoyed the Singout at 
the U.D. Heritage Center with the Dubuque Chorale, 
entertained at Taste of the World 2015, Juneteenth 2015, 
added several songs for the 2015 Tree of Life organized 
by Hospice of Dubuque and supported the teaching 
of barbershop singing and music to young people by 

offering a reduced price student ticket for school groups 
at our 2015 annual shows.

The activity does not stop with performances 
and rehearsals. The Music Men are members of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society which has a membership 
of around 22,000 men with headquarters in Nashville, 
TN. They are also connected with many like groups in 
the Central States District of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society that includes Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, South 
Dakota, Arkansas and Nebraska. As a result of these 
memberships and connections a number of the Music 
Men get a chance to participate in many events for 
enjoyment, singing enhancement and coaching. As 
you can see from our above list of activities we love to 
sing for any sized group. So, also consider giving us an 
opportunity to visit and entertain your organization with 
barbershop harmony.

Visit our website at musicmen.org and like our 
Facebook Page: Dubuque Music Men for a virtual 
experience of our group and the effort we put forth. 
Come to our show at the Grand Opera House on October 
17, 2015. And/or come to one or more of our weekly 
meetings at Summit Congregational Church across from 
Eisenhower school on JFK Road to greet and see us as 
we rehearse the music we love to bring to others. Think 
seriously about joining us in bringing the joy of harmony 
and the experience of fraternity. We provide a doable 
and enjoyable opportunity to not just listen to music but 
to participate in and bring it to others! n

THE MUSIC MEN OF DUBUQUE PRESENT THEIR  
66TH ANNUAL SHOW, ANYTIME!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 @ 7:30 PM
GRAND OPERA HOUSE

The Music Men are proud to 
celebrate their 66th annual show at The 
Grand Opera House the site of its most 
successful Annual Shows and largest 
audiences. This year’s show, ANYTIME, 
showcases the Music Men who are excited 
to share an upbeat and new repertoire. 
Songs include Ride the Chariot, Anytime, 
Nevertheless/I Don’t Know Why Medley, 
America, and a few surprises.

The featured quartet in the show 
has its roots in the Midwest. As the 
2014 Central States District Quartet 
Champions BoomTown from Kansas 
blends their young energy and exciting 
style into the world of Barbershop 
Harmony. The other guest quartet hails 
from the Des Moines area and sings with 
the Pride of Iowa Barbershop Chorus. 
The four gentlemen making up Vintage 
Sound enjoy combining the old songs 

with a new sound. And yes the Music 
Men’s own quartet, Youse Guys, will 
perform as usual. They are celebrating 
their 20th anniversary this year. The Music 
Men are grateful to the DRA, the City of 
Dubuque Arts and Culture Commission 
and Mediacom for their ongoing support.

Tickets are $15 for Adults and $10 
for Students with an ID. Parking is 
available on the street or in the city 
parking garage for free across 8th Street 
from the theater. Tickets are available 
at the Grand Opera House box office, 
online at thegrandoperahouse.com or 
call 563-588-1305. Afterglow, featuring 
more performances by the quartets, 
follows the show and will take place 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 781 
Locust St., call 563-552-7064 for tickets 
and/or ticket info.

FEATURE STORY!
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FEATURE STORY!

SAWYER BROWN CHRISTMAS SHOW
Saturday, December 5 @ 4 and 7 PM
Sawyer Brown has released 20 studio albums, including two holiday albums. The 
band has had three #1 singles and was named Vocal Band of the Year by TNN Music 
City News Country Awards multiple years in a row. Enjoy a mixture of Christmas 
songs along with some of Sawyer Brown’s best-known hits. Tickets are $20–$40.

MYSTIQUE CASINO
1855 GREYHOUND PARK RD, DUBUQUE, IA
MYSTIQUEDBQ.COM
563-582-3647

DAVE KARL: TRIBUTE TO KENNY ROGERS
Saturday, September 26 @ 7 and 9 PM
Dave Karl has been playing various genres of music from a young age. In 2008 Dave 
Karl started performing a tribute show to Kenny Rogers called A Touch of Kenny & 

Friends. Karl’s ability to impersonate Kenny comes easily because his natural voice 
is so close to Kenny Rogers’ voice. It is uncanny! In March 2010, Karl was cast by 
MovieWorks to play the part of Kenny Rogers in a movie called Queens of Country. 
Tickets are $20 or $30 for dinner in Bon Appetit and the show.

TRANSIT AUTHORITY: A TRIBUTE TO CHICAGO
Saturday, October 10 @ 7 and 9 PM
Transit Authority has become known throughout the U.S. and abroad as the premier 
tribute to the iconic group Chicago. Based out of Minneapolis, Minnesota, this eight-
member ensemble creates a fiery musical salute to the greatest horn-driven rock act 
to ever come down the pike. Transit Authority’s mission is to recreate that excitement 
of the original Chicago Transit Authority’s sound each and every performance. Tickets 
are $20 or $30 for dinner in Bon Appetit and the show.

ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCES & EVENTS

Concert for Refugee Children
Tuesday, September 29 @ 6 PM
Voices Gallery (10th & Jackson St)

awareness and solutions for issues faced by 
child immigrants from Central America now 

which helps with the medical, educational, 
and legal expenses of these brave children. 
Suggested donation $10. This event won a 2015 

“Fall Into Art” Gallery Tour
Friday, October 2 @ 5–10 PM
Saturday, October 3 @ Noon–4 PM
The free gallery tour through Downtown 

of art exhibitions in 2014, thanks to presenting 
sponsor Premier Bank. A combination of gallery 
owners, curators, educators, students, and 
working artists will welcome you into their 
spaces to share their collections of paintings, 
pottery, photography, mixed media art, 
installation art, design graphics, and more. 
There is a free shuttle service between the dozen 

or more participating venues on Friday. Visit 
dubuquemainstreet.org. See the feature story 
on page 21.

2015 Arts and Culture Month 
Celebration Reception 
Friday, October 16 @ 5–7 PM
Carnegie-Stout Public Library Rotunda
Guest speaker will be Lenore Vardi, concert 
violinist and artist, will not only talk about 
her extensive experiences as a performer and 
artist, but also perform for us. A sampling of 
her artwork will also be on display. Mardi has 
performed and recorded with such outstanding 
artists as Placido Domingo, Michaela Petrie, 
Itzhak Perlman, Frank Sinatra, Sarah Vaughn, 
and Tony Bennet. In her approach to teaching, 
Ms. Vardi makes every effort to uncover, 

musical, technical, and artistic abilities. As 
a teacher, Ms. Vardi focuses on a holistic 
approach that deals not only with repertoire 

and psychological aspects of study and 

experience for the student.

Creative Aging
Sunday, November 1 @ 1:30 PM
Dubuque Museum of Art
In conjunction with the exhibit Janet and Kathy 
Ruttenberg: Figure and Landscape
Museum of Art will host a free discussion on 
creative aging on Sunday, November 1, at 

artists discussing how they continue to push 
the boundaries of their respective art forms and 
remain vibrant and active members of the arts 
community as they grow older.

Dubuque Food and Wine Festival
Friday, November 6
Mississippi Moon Bar
Saturday, November 7 @ 1-4 PM
Stone Cliff Winery
Sunday, November 8 @ 10 AM 
Van’s Liquor Store

d’oeuvres and wine affair with stellar music and 
a posh atmosphere at the Diamond Jo Casino’s 
Mississippi Moon Bar. Then on Saturday, from 

1–4 PM, the party lightens up considerably for 
a fun afternoon a great wine and party music 
to accompany a delectable third annual soup 

Bloody Marys, tasty treats and incredible wine 

dbqfoodandwine.com.

30th Annual  
Galena Nouveau Wine Weekend
November 20–21
Galena, IL

lunches, dinners and tastings in Galena, 

Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery delivers their 

to downtown businesses and are joined by a 
parade of revelers. Galena comes alive with 
a multitude of offerings: vineyard tours, wine 
dinners, wine tasting, lodging, shopping 
and spa specials throughout the beautiful, 
relaxing corner of northwestern Illinois. Visit 
nouveauweekend.com.

 Sawyer Brown Christmas Show at the Diamond Jo Casino Mississippi Moon Bar  Dave Karl: Tribute to Kenny Rogers at Mystique Casino
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THE HIT MEN 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 @ 4 AND 7 PM
The Hit Men are an amazing look back through rock and roll 
history, featuring former members of these mega-star acts. The 
Hit Men will regale you with lots of great stories about what 
it was like on the road and in recording sessions with Frankie, 
Tommy, Carly, Cat, Jim and Elton. Relive the glory days of rock 
and roll and leave saying, “Oh, what a night!”

SAWYER BROWN CHRISTMAS SHOW 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 @ 4 AND 7 PM
Sawyer Brown has released 20 studio albums, including two 
holiday albums. The band has had three #1 singles and was 
named Vocal Band of the Year by TNN Music City News Country 
Awards multiple years in a row. Enjoy a mixture of Christmas 
songs along with some of Sawyer Brown’s best-known hits.

HAIRBALL 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 @ 8 PM
Hairball is the world’s ultimate 80’s rock impersonation act! 
Prepare yourself for a mind-blowing and drop-dead accurate 
homage to some of the biggest acts in the world such as Van 
Halen, KISS, Motley Crue, Queen, Journey, Prince, Aerosmith, 

and more! Hairball is an experience, an attitude, expression of music and a way of life, 
and it’s not going anywhere soon!

NEW YEAR’S EVE DUELING PIANOS 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 @ 8 PM
Come swing, sway and shout the night away at New Year’s Eve 
Dueling Pianos. These keyboard masters are hand-picked and 
ready to thrill and entertain you. The show includes a balloon 
drop, party favors, champagne toast at midnight and more!

THE TEMPTATIONS 
SEPTEMBER 25 & 26 @ 8 PM
R&B and soul music group The Temptations have performed 
hit after hit to sold-out concerts around the world for over fifty 

years. Known for their distinct harmony, flashy wardrobe and choreography, The 
Temptations have been influential in the evolution of R&B and soul music. Their hits 
include “The Way You Do the Things You Do,” “My Girl,” “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” 
“Papa Was a Rolling Stone” and more. They have been honored with four Grammy 
Awards, eighteen #1 Billboard singles, twenty-three Top 10 singles, ten Top 10 albums 
and Rolling Stone magazine listed them as one of the Top 50 bands of all time. 
Current lineup includes Otis Williams, Ron Tyson, Terry Weeks, Joe Herndon and 
Bruce Williamson.

JAMES OTTO 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 @ 8 PM
Hitting the Nashville country scene with his breakthrough hit 
“Just Got Started Lovin’ You,” Otto topped the country chart and 
was declared the #1 country song of the year in 2008 by Billboard 
magazine. He followed it up with “Somewhere Tonight,” “Groovy 
Little Summer Song,” “Are Ya With Me” and “Soldiers & Jesus,” 
which earned him Song of the Year at the CMA and ACM Awards 
along with a Grammy nomination for Best Country Song.

KANSAS 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 @ 8 PM
Kansas has been a fixture on classic rock radio for decades with 
“Carry On Wayward Son,” becoming the second most-played 

song in 1995 and #1 in 1997. Throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s, Kansas appeared on 
the Billboard charts for over 200 weeks total. Kansas is comprised of band members 
Billy Greer, David Manion, Ronnie Platt, David Ragsdale, original drummer Phil Ehart 
and original guitarist Richard Williams.

FREDDY JONES BAND 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 @ 8 PM
Freddy Jones Band, fondly known as the “Darlings of Triple-A 
Radio,” features Chicago roots and sounds that mix breezy melodic 
lyrics with acoustic guitar. The band has two #1 hits and several Top 
10 hits, including “In a Daydream,” “Waitress” and “Mystic Buzz.”

MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR EVENTS
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available 
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at DiamondJoDubuque.com.

ADDITIONAL UPCOMING EVENTS

Dueling Pianos
Thursday, September 24 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Kevin Bozeman
Wednesday, September 30 @ 8 PM

Young at Heart Dance
Thursday, October 1 @ 7 PM

ZZ-3: Tribute to ZZ Top
Friday, October 2 @ 8 PM

Project Pink: Tribute to Pink Floyd
Saturday, October 3 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: Todd Yohn
Wednesday, October 7 @ 8 PM

Dueling Pianos
Thursday, October 8 @ 8 PM

One: Tribute to Metallica
Friday, October 9 @ 8 PM

Brews Brothers:  
Tribute to the Blues Brothers
Saturday, October 10 @ 8 PM

Laughing Moon Comedy: 
Untamed Shrews—XXX
Wednesday, October 14 @ 8 PM

Meghan Davis
Thursday, October 15 @ 8 PM

Dueling Pianos
Thursday, October 16 @ 8 PM

Almost Classy
Thursday, October 22 @ 8 PM

Motley Inc. & Atomic Punks
Friday, October 23 @ 8 PM

Dueling Pianos
Thursday, October 29 @ 8 PM

Blizzard of Ozzy
Friday, October 30 @ 8 PM

NIGHTLIFE!
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Broken Strings 
7 PM @ 1st & Main

Marty Raymon 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Postitively 4th Street 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Lexi Parr & Ruby Blonde 
8 PM @ Voices Gallery

Dueling Pianos 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Open Mic w/ Jeff & Jimmy 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Casethejoint & DJ Jevity 

Rap League 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
 

Steak Feed @ 5 PM 
Aaron Williams & The 
Hoodoo @ 8 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

Melanie Devaney 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Garrett Hillary 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Melanie Devaney 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Roy Schroedl 
7 PM @ The Perfect Pint

Jon Conover 

The Temptations 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Gladdy & the Tramps 
8 PM @ The Smokestack

The Wells Division 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Cross Cut 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Justin Morrissey 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Denny Garcia 

Frank Bang’s Secret Stash 
Ink & Art Expo After Party 

Sean Kramer, Riff Worm 

MissBehavin’ 

Becky McMahon 

Hoffman, Troy, & Marceau 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Americana Band 
Rotary Club Veterans’ Salute 
11 AM @ Grand Harbor

 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

HookerFest ‘15 
OUTSIDE STAGE: 
Mutilated By Zombies @ 5 PM 

 
 

 
 

INSIDE STAGE: 
 

 
Beyond the Silence @ 8 PM 

 
 

Sandy Hook Tavern

Sunshine 
5 PM @ Warren Pumpkinfest

Burning Man 
Event & Dance Party 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

Roy Schroedl 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Dave Karl:  
Tribute to Kenny Rogers 

Buzz Berries 
7 PM @ Guttenberg Germanfest

Jon Conover 

The Temptations 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Tony Brown 
8 PM @ The Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Jabberbox 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

Andrew Houy 
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club

ClusterFlux 
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Dave Weld & The Imperial 
Flames 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Ethan Keller 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

The Beaux 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Aaron Kelly Band 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

John Moran 

Photograph, Acoustic 
Guillotine, Sean Kramer,  
Riff Worm 
Ink & Art Expo After Party 

Superhero Party 

Laura McDonald & Jeff 
Weydert 

Taste Like Chicken 

Stoneheart 

Brown Bottle Bandits 

Renegade 

Dave Minnihan & Ralph 
Kluseman 

Becky McMahon 

Fall Into This Dance Party 
10 PM @ The Smokestack

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion 
Noon @ The Smokestack

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Noon @ Grape Escape

Driftless Sisters Flea Market 
Noon @ Council Hill Station

Nutsy Turtle 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Open Mic w/ Steve McIntyre 

Andy Wilberding 

Jason Ray Brown 
4 PM @ Stone Cliff

Ron Tegler Jazz Trio 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

The Lonely Goats 

Emergence of Spirit: 
 

Runway Fashion Show 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

Miss Kitty Quiz Show 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Psychostick, Arbiters 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Scott Kerry Guthrie 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Concert for Refugee Children 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

Psychic Heat, Wood Chickens 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Acoustic Jam w/ Marty Raymon 

Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends 

Breezer’s Pub

Ben Dunegan 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Kevin Bozeman 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Marty Raymon 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Young at Heart Dance 
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Garrett Hillary 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
7 Bridges Road 

Broken Strings 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Stillhouse 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Invisible Map 
Fall Into Art 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

Katie Sullivan 

 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Nic Arp & The Musicators 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

x8 PM @ Grape Escape

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

NIGHTLIFE!
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Roy Schroedl 
8 PM @ Woodlands Lounge, 
Eagle Ridge

John Moran 

Ancient Elm 

Miles Nielsen & The Rusted 
Hearts, Amasa Hines, The 
Tyme Machines 

Untamed 

Massey Road 

Gladdy & The Tramps 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
The Lonely Goats 

Ron Lubbers 
Noon @ Shullsburg  
Cheese Fest

Garrett Hillary 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Crude But Effective 

Salsa & Rumba Dance Lessons 

The Wrong Omar 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

7 Bridges Road 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Katie Sullivan 

Project Pink 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

The Mark Avey Band 
8 PM @ The Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Country Roads 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

BackRoads 
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Tanya English Band 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Boys Night Out 
8 PM @ The Bronco Inn

Driftless Sisters 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Derty Rice 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Roy Schroedl 
8 PM @ Woodlands Lounge, 
Eagle Ridge

 

Platteville

Steve McIntyre 

Ponyshow, Vamos,  
Snuff Queen 

Garrett Hillary 

Zero 2 Sixty 

Free 4 The Haulin’ 

Ignighter 

The Drama Kings 

BlackWater Gin 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion 
Noon @ The Smokestack

Open Mic w/ Scott Rische 
Noon @ Grape Escape

Bill Stock 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Open Mic w/ Scott Guthrie 

Tony Walker 

Chuck Bregman 

Eugene Smiles Project 

General Store

Round Midnight Jazz 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Peas & Garrett 

Miss Kitty’s Quiz Show 
Grape Escape, 8 PM

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Turncoat 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

 

Platteville

Nate Jenkins 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Acoustic Jam w/ Lenny Wayne 

Open Mic w/ Gladdy & Friends 

Breezer’s Pub

Scott Kerry Guthrie 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Todd Yohn 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
Andreas Transo 
5 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Ben Dunegan 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Kelly Roth 
Inspiring People Series 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Drunk History Night 
8 PM @ The Smokestack

 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
Polka Fest 

Garrett Hillary 

Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

John Moran 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Dirty Laundry 
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Andy Wilberding 
7 PM @ Timmerman’s

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Jon Conover 

One: Tribute to Metallica 
W/ Six Shots ‘til Midnight 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Phosphene 
8 PM @ Eronel

Gladdy & The Tramps 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

No Name String 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Bluetone Jazz Collective 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Lenny Wayne 

William Elliott Whitmore 

Dickie (Dick Prall & Kristina 
 

Steve Cavanaugh & Randy 
Droessler 

Brown Bottle Bandits 

Mighty Wheelhouse 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
Fever River String Band @ 10 AM 
Sunshine @ 1 PM 
Galena Country Fair

Bellevue Blues Fest 
Brent Johnson &  
The Call Up @ Noon 
Bluesman Bruce Kort @ 2 PM 
Bob Dorr & The Blue  

 

Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Polka Fest 
Noon @ DBQ Co Fairgrounds

Garrett Hillary 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

NIGHTLIFE!
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BUDWEISER LOCAL LIVE MUSIC FEATURES
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Dubuque Art and Ink Expo After Party 
w/ Frank Bang’s Secret Stash
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Frank Bang describes his new album, Double 
Dare, as “driving music—something to get 
you from point A to point B.” Songs like the 
slamming title track and the spanking riff 
rocker, “Lose Control,” certainly keep the pedal 
to the floor, but more contemplative numbers, 
like the slide guitar ballad, “Wonder Woman,” 
and the celebration of life’s simple joys, “This 
Is What It’s All About,” also bridge the points 
between life’s connections—romance, family, 
joy. “The things you really need to get you from 
point A to point B,” Bang observes, chuckling.

Bang’s own journey has had many stops on his 

as guitar foil for blues legend Buddy Guy. Frank 
Bang & The Secret Stash have opened for Johnny 
Winter, Dickey Betts, Umphrey’s McGee, Dick Dale, 
Hank Williams Jr, Galactic , Little Feat , Back Door 
Slam to name a few.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Dubuque Art and Ink Expo After Party 
w/ Photograph. (mbr of Black Actress), 
Acoustic Guillotine, Sean Kramer,  
Riff Worm
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
PHOTOGRAPH., a brand new alternative/

Wilkinson, Adam Arling, and Nathan Arling. 
As current members of The LAST VEGAS, 

three have found themselves in about every 
nook & cranny the music industry has to offer. 
With hints of new material on the table with 
a different sound, songwriting and rehearsals 
commenced in September 2014 which led to 
recording in January 2015. The band produces 

reminiscent of the three decades of music that 
these three musicians were raised on. Drawing 
influence from years of touring, relationships, 

through the band’s modern day perspective. 
Songs telling the stories of interaction…the 
type of song that might say just what you’ve 
been thinking. “Beg & Prove” is available 

on Spotify & YouTube, and hard copy on the 
band’s website.”

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Psychic Heat, Wood Chickens
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Psychic Heat hails from Lawrence Kansas 

fuzz rock. Wood Chickens are arompin’ and 
stompin’ cowpunk band from Wisconsin.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

Miles Nielsen and the Rusted Hearts, 
Amasa Hines, The Tyme Machines
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
For Miles Nielsen, every experience, every 
conversation, every dream is a potential song in 
the making. There are very few people writing 
music that makes you immediately wish there was 

volume , another nugget of melody or lyric that 

can only hope that his ability to be so “in the now” 

world, will continue to grow. Amasa Hines is a 
seven piece, Little Rock, Arkansas based band 
whose sound is as big as their influences are wide. 
Their influences come from a diverse range of Soul, 

stylings. Chicagoan Bryan Adamick had a bunch 
of song topics inspired by his 4 years living in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. He noticed the locals using 
terms such as “Tyme Machine” and “Bubbler.” He 
recognized the locals wearing mustaches. It was 

The band plays their tunes (peppered with some 

a 5 song EP entitled “Supper Club Serenades” 
featuring Wisconsin themed tunes and available 
for download on iTunes.

HOOKERFEST 2015
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 @ 5 PM–2 AM
SANDY HOOK TAVERN (3868 BADGER RD, HAZEL GREEN, WI)

Please, no letters to the editor. 
“Hookers” are what people who love 
to hang out at the Sandy Hook call 
themselves. If you’ve been to the Hook this 
year, you’re probably a convert yourself.

Owner Ashley Lawrence has made 
significant investments in outdoor staging, 
covered social space and a great food 
truck you might have read about in a 
recent issue of 365ink. He’s also make a big 
investment in the support of local charities 
all summer long and deserves a toast to his 
efforts for helping our community.

What better place to toast him that 
at Hookerfest 2015! Yup, all day long, 
live music rock the Hook inside and out 
culminating in the headlining show by 
Brandon Gibbs at 10:30 PM, featuring 
Sal Giancarelli of Staind, Joel Kosche 
of Collective Soul and Dave Schwarm 
formerly of the Gibbs Brothers.

Brandon is an Iowa native who’s 
made a mark for himself in the biz, 
first in the Gibbs Brothers Band and 
most recently in Cheap Thrill with 
Eric Brittingham and Jeff Labar from 
Cinderella and Troy Patrick Farrell from 
White Lion. John Force and ESPN also 
use Brandon’s song “This Town” in their 

NHRA promotion. A powerful singer and 
guitarist, Brandon’s live set will show you 
why fame is on it’s way for this Iowa-
born rocker. It’s 10 bands in 9 hours. 
Tickets are a measly $13 in advance (at 
the Hook, Moondog Music in Dubuque, 
or Badcat Tattoo in Platteville, WI) or $18 
at the door. The show is on rain or shine 
thanks to the awesome awnings Ash put 
up this summer. Music starts at 5 PM. So 
rest up, you’ve got a lot of Hookin’ to do!

HOOKERFEST SCHEDULE

INDOOR STAGE

 8 PM Beyond the Silence

OUTDOOR STAGE
 5 PM 5th Hour
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

Vamos, ponyshow, better than good enough
9 PM @ The Lift (180 Main St, Lower Level)
Vamos smoke, drink, and do rock n roll man. 
Party Hard and Spill blood. Fever inducing. 
Raw. Brain Rattling. An infectious Heavy Heavy 
Swelter. According to Ponyshow: Donny has 
pale skin and slender, foolish legs. His preferred 
method of travel is by horseback across the 
dusky plains. Jason has never touched a drop 
of water in his life, yet he will sometimes claim 
otherwise. He can often be found stretched out 
on the floor, sleeping in a shaft of sunlight, like 
a cat. Leann has long, silky hair. When braided, 
it can suspend a bench upon which six men 
are sleeping. A more merry trio whirling and 
dancing upon their musical instruments you 

suggested the idea to Chase Pebworth that 
they should start a band. This suggestion was 
given in the Whitetail Bluff men’s restroom. The 
rest is Better than Good Enough history.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

DICKIE Live (Dick Prall & Kristina 
Priceman), with Benjamin Cartel
9 PM @ The Smokestack (7th and White St)
Cover: FREE
DICKIE is veteran tunesmith and Iowa native Dick 
Prall, singer/songwriter and guitarist, sharing his 
wares with violinist Kristina Priceman. Together 
they create a collection of dark, gorgeous songs 
with dynamic ebb and flow. They explore subtle 
symphonies over creative prose, indie popped 
out melodies, innovative storytelling and original 

released this summer. dickiemusic.com.

Opening for DICKIE is Benjamin Cartel, singer/
songwriter on solo acoustic guitar. This native 

guitar, spirited compositions and nuanced vocals. 
Also of the duo Kaiser Cartel, Benjamin Cartel’s 
solo album Gothenburg was released this summer 
for his European tour. benjamincartel.com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

The Fortunate Sons: 
The World’s Premier Tribute To C.C.R.
7 PM @ Turner Hall (101 Green St, Galena, IL)
The Fortunate Sons are the world’s greatest 
tribute to America’s greatest band: Creedence 
Clearwater Revival. Using original vintage 
gear and instruments, accurate costumes, and 

instantly conjure up the full experience of the best 
Creedence Clearwater Revival songs. Tickets are 
$25 for VIP seats and $20 for General Admission. 

fortunatesons.com for details and tickets.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

Casethejoint & Dj Jevity, with Imperfekt 
ALL AGES SHOW
7–9 PM @ The Smokestack (7th and White St)
Tickets: $10 adv/$15 door

Casethejoint & Dj Jevity have responded, with 
some help from our friends at Smokestack, 
bringing you an all ages hip hop show. The 
newly formed dynamite duo of Case and Jevity 
will rock the house with impeccable emcee/dj 
meshings, spoken word stylings, bangin’ beats, 

Rapids, IA rhymer and producer, Imperfekt. The 
blonde bangs and backpack clad hip hop mogul 
will amaze you creating live beats on stage, and 
running amok with wordplay infused raps. The 
energy in the building this evening may blow 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

The Blackberry Bushes Live
8 PM @ The Smokestack (7th and White St)
Tickets: $10 adv/$15 door
The Blackberry Bushes Stringband—spirited 
sound, rooted in traditional Americana and 

leg of their tour. Tickets $10 in advance, $15 at 
the door. theblackberrybushes.com
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KUSAKA JAPANESE RESTAURANT
BY RICH BELMONT

COLUMNISTS!

Did you know there is a Japanese Restaurant in Mineral 
Point, WI? I don’t mean a sushi bar or Japanese steak 
house serving Teppanyaki on hibachi grills. I mean a real 
ramen noodle shop where you go for everyday Japanese 
food cooked as if it came out of Okami-san’s home 
kitchen. Incidentally, Okami-san is the title of a lady in 
charge of a respectable Japanese restaurant.

And this one is owned by 
Chris and Hiroko (Hee-
row-ko) Messer. Chris is 
from Cuba City, WI. After 
graduating from Eastern 
New Mexico University 
in Portales, New Mexico 
he worked a few jobs 
before going to Japan to 
teach English as a second 
language. There he met 
Hiroko who at that time 
was working part time in a 
Chinese Restaurant in the 
same building Chris was 
teaching in and part time 
in a Ramen Noodle shop. 

Hiroko is a professionally trained chef who received 
culinary certification and had previously been a cook in a 
hospital for over 12 years.

Certainly fate brought 
Chris and Hiroko together. 
They were living in 
Sendai, the capital city 
of Miyagi Prefecture that 
has a population of over 
one million people! They 
married and opened a 
small restaurant called Maji Coffee serving American 
burgers and pizzas to the local Japanese citizenry.

On March 11, 2011 an earthquake and tsunami caused the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster. Chris 
and Hiroko immediately decided to close their burger 
shop which was only about 30 miles away. They packed 
up their belongings and moved to Dodgeville, WI to 
temporarily live with Chris’s mom.

On July 19, 2012 they opened Kusaka, this time serving 
everyday Japanese noodle and rice bowls to the local 
American citizenry.

Kusaka means “Under the Sun”. The restaurant is named 
in honor of Hiroko’s grandmother, Haruko Kusaka. It is 
a small place with only 6 tables and 22 chairs. It is set 
up like a typical noodle shop. There are small banners 
hanging on the wall. These are common displays in noodle 
shops advertising the main menu items. Each banner is 
a description of one item written in Kanji (con-gee) the 
characters used in the modern Japanese writing system. 
The four banners mean Takoyaki, Soba, Yakitori and Udon. 
And this is funny: at Kusaka these are only decorations; 
none of these items are on the current menu!

When you sit down the first thing you notice are the 
condiments on each table. There is a sesame seed 
dispenser, soy sauce (black), vinegar (white), sesame oil 

and Shichimi (Shee-chee-mee) powder. This last one is 
known as Japanese spice. It contains seven spices and is 
so good especially on Yaki noodles and fried rice.

Kusaka is first and foremost a noodle house. In Japan most 
noodle shops specialize in one kind of noodle. The most 
common ones are Ramen, Shirataki, Soba, Somen, Hiyamugi 
and Udon. Kusaka is a Ramen shop and specifically the 
ramen noodle variety found in the City of Sendai.

Ramen are thin, wheat-based noodles made from wheat 
flour, salt, water and kansui, a form of alkaline water. The 
dough is raised before being rolled. Chris and Hiroko 
make their ramen from scratch and it is not an easy 
process. After mixing the ingredients the dough is hand-
kneaded, hand-rolled and hand-cut.

The noodles are served in a salad or are pan-fried or are 
in three wonderful soups: Chicken Soup, Soy Soup or 
Aka Miso Soup. These soups are all excellent. The 
Chicken is a hearty chicken flavor broth. The Aka Miso is 
a soup made with the traditional Japanese seasoning of 
Miso. It is produced by fermenting soybeans with salt 
and the fungus Aspergillus oryzae and sometimes rice, 
barley or other ingredients. The result is a thick paste 
used for sauces, pickling vegetables or meats, and in 
soup stocks. There is a wide variety of Miso and each 
region of Japan has its own most popular version. Two of 
the most common are Shiro Miso (Shiro is Japanese for 
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white) a light yellow or brown color with a mild flavor 
and Aka Miso (Aka is Japanese for Red) a red miso paste. 
It is fermented for a longer period of time than white 
miso so it has a much stronger and heavier taste.

Aka Miso Soup (above left) is a very tasty specialty of 
Kusaka. However, my favorite is Kusaka’s special recipe 
Soy Soup (above right). It is made from a chicken base, 
soy sauce and sake. It is so delicious especially when 
vegetables, smoked pork belly and Irresponsible Sauce 
are added. They call the sauce irresponsible because it’s 
hot! It contains sweet peppers, jalapeño and habanero 
peppers, and Thai chilies. It also has a touch of honey and 
it is reduced in Lake Louie Warped Speed Scotch Ale.

When you are placing your order for any of these noodle 
dishes you need to add your choices of toppings. These 
include minced garlic, pepper sauce, chicken, egg, 
shrimp, pork shoulder, kimchi, smoked pork belly (bacon) 
or Yasai Itame (stir fry) vegetables. The vegetables are 
bok choy, cabbage, green onions and carrots. Most of 
these vegetables are supplied by Shooting Star Farms in 
Mineral Point, WI.

The rice dishes are superb. You add chicken, pork, 
shrimp or vegetables to the Fried Rice for a dish you 
won’t soon forget. You can make it really special by 
adding the smoked pork belly.

By the way, by now you have probably noticed there 
are two pork choices. The Pork Shoulder is cooked 
with soy sauce and smoked in house. The Pork Belly is 
also smoked in the kitchen low and slow for 6 hours. 
The wood for the smoke is white oak and is salvaged 
from the Yahara Bay Distillery, Madison, WI. The pork is 
supplied by Weber Meats in Cuba City, WI.

The rice is Botan white, short-grain and is cooked in a 
carefully controlled process. It is steamed with cold 
water so it is always fresh and never mushy. Its flavor 

really stands out when served in Curry Rice or Donburi. 
Donburi (Don-boo-ree) is a Japanese rice bowl 
consisting of fish, meat or vegetables simmered together 
and served over the rice.

As an alternative to the 
noodle and rice dishes 
there is Okonomiyaki 
(o-konomi-yaki). This is 
a traditional Japanese 
potato pancake made from 
cabbage, flour, carrots, 
green onions and long 
potato. This so- called 
potato is actually a Chinese 
Yam. When it is ground up 
it is quite sticky making 
for a convenient glue to 
hold the pancake together. 

The pancake is glazed with Tonkatsu Sauce. This sauce 
is very similar to Worcestershire but is thicker and unlike 
Worcestershire it is completely vegetarian.

There are several menu items that can be ordered either 
as a side dish or as appetizers. They are:

Gyoza (Gee-oh-za) – this is the Japanese version of pork 
or shrimp Chinese pot stickers.

Steam Buns – these are really good! They are made from 
Hiroko’s own recipe she perfected through trial and 
error. They are made with a combination of bread and 
pastry flour, baking powder, dry yeast, sugar, canola oil 
and hot water. The dough balls are infused with your 
choice of pork, pork curry, sweet beans or Nutella, the 
Italian hazelnut chocolate spread.

Onigiri (oh-nee-gear-ree) – Traditionally, these are white 
rice balls wrapped in Nori (thin sheets of seaweed). 
They are filled with your choice of chicken, pork, cheese 
or Umeboshi. The Kusaka version of these balls does 
not include Nori so they do not have any fishy taste 
whatsoever. In case you are wondering Umeboshi are 
pickled fruits common in Japan. They are often referred 
to as plums but are more closely related to apricots. By 
the way, some people think Onigiri are sushi balls but 
they are not. These are made with steamed plain rice and 
sushi is made with vinegared rice.

Kimchi – Hiroko’s special recipe calls for chopped Napa 
cabbage soaked for a day and rinsed well. Then daikon, 
carrots and onions are mixed into porridge with brown 
sugar, ginger, apple, fish sauce and Scottish Ale. Then 

KUSAKA JAPANESE RESTAURANT
148 High Street, Mineral Point, WI 53565

Hours: Mon–Sun: 11 AM–2 PM; 5–9 PM
Dining Style: Come as you are
Noise Level: Conversational
Recommendations: Gyoza Dumplings; Steam 
Buns; Daikon Pickles; Chicken Soup; Soy Soup; Aka 
Miso Soup; Fried Rice; Okonomiyaki; Curry Rice; 
Yaki; Castella Cake
Liquor Service: Beer only
Prices: $11–$16.50
Pay Options: Cash, Debit, Local Checks,  
All Credit Cards
Accessibility: Ramp available for front door 
access, Rest Rooms–No

 No Menu; High Chairs: Yes; Boosters: No
Reservations: Take Out: Delivery: No
Catering: Parking: On Street

it is allowed to ferment for a week. It is so popular it is 
available in jars for take-out.

Daikon Pickles – Daikon is a mild flavored Asian radish. 
Kusaka’s version is pickled with a hint of lemon. You 
are served a large bowl of slices that are a refreshing 
compliment to everything on the menu.

Of course, you must save room for a little dessert, right? 
Castella cake is a specialty of Nagasaki, Japan. It is also 
a specialty of Kusaka, Mineral Point, WI, USA. It was 
brought to Japan by Portuguese merchants in the 16th 

century. It is a sponge cake made from a huge quantity 
of eggs, brown sugar, honey, flour and hot water. The 
Japanese cake is a little bland for the American pallet so 
Kusaka serves it with a home-made citrus berry glaze.

So when you are feeling bored with the usual meat and 
potatoes take a little ride to Mineral Point and try some 
true Japanese cuisine. Kusaka Japanese Restaurant is 
only 39 miles and a 45 minute ride from the Dubuque 
Wisconsin Bridge. Just take Route 151 North to exit 37 
onto 151 Business. Turn right on Doty Street and bear 
right onto High Street. But fair warning, once you have 
experienced Kusaka you will be making the trip to 
Mineral Point… a lot.

Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see 
reviewed? Please send your requests, suggestions and 
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com. n

 Gyoza  Daikon Pickles Nutella and Curry Steam Buns  Castella Cake
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Adult Coloring
Thursday, September 24 @ 6–7:30 PM
Looking for a new way to relax and relieve 

rd Floor Aigler Auditorium to give Adult 
Coloring a try. Enjoy a cookie, a cup of tea, and 
soothing music as you color your stress away. 
The Library will provide coloring sheets, 
colored pencils and all refreshments. No 

open to adults 18 and older.

Adult Gaming Afternoon
Saturday, September 26 @ 1–4:45 PM

evening of fun and games. Whether you’re 

looking for a friendly game of euchre or Ticket 

decks of cards, light snacks, and a selection 
of board games. Bring your friends and your 
favorite game to share with others, or try 
out something new. This program is open to 

For more information, come to the reference 
desk or call the library at 563-589-4225.

Friends of the Library Book Sale!
Members: Friday, October 2 @ 10 AM–2 PM
Public: Friday, October 2 @ 2–7 PM
Saturday, October 3 @ 10 AM–4 PM

Library have set the dates for their fall book 

on Friday, October 2 from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
Memberships are available at the door for 
as little as $5. The sale opens to the public 
on Friday, October 2 from 2 PM to 7 PM and 

This Friends’ event will have thousands of 

materials for sale. All proceeds will directly 

contact the Library at 563-589-4313.

ART @ YOUR LIBRARY®: 
DUBUQUE CAMERA CLUB
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 @ 5–10 PM

The Carnegie-Stout Public Library 
invites you to attend the Art @ your 
library® reception for the Dubuque 
Camera Club artists in conjunction 

with Fall Into Art Gallery Tour in the 
Library’s second floor rotunda. Enjoy 
music by “SAM & THE OTHERS.”

CARNEGIE-STOUT  
PUBLIC LIBRARY  
EVENTS
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KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
BY HY-VEE NUTRITIONISTS MEGAN HORSTMAN (ASBURY), AMY CORDINGLEY (LOCUST),  
AND TRICIA RAU (DODGE)

Children love to be involved in activities with adults, 
so why not let them join in preparing family meals? 
Learning to cook is a valuable experience that can 
introduce nutrition and healthy eating habits early on; 
not to mention helping to create memories with loved 
ones. Whether you’re a parent, caregiver, child yourself 
or just a kid at heart, keep in mind these age-appropriate 
activities the next time you find yourself needing help 
preparing your next family meal.

SHOPPING
Did you know that kids influence up to 80 percent 

of family food spending? Even though parents do have 
control over what ultimately ends up in the grocery cart, 
allowing kids to have a say in what foods they eat may 
help them become healthy eaters as they grow.

Kids of any age can be involved in the shopping 
experience. According to the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, some examples of kid-friendly activities in the 
aisle include:

Creating a grocery list together.
Encourage children to pick fruits and vegetables 
they enjoy. Talk about colors, shapes and textures to 
enhance the learning experience.
Read food labels together. This helps kids understand 
nutrition concepts, and also allows them to practice 
reading skills.

AGE-APPROPRIATE ACTIVITIES
Around the age of 3 years old, children are ready to 
assist in the kitchen. It is important to keep children 2 

and under a safe distance from food preparation with 
safety gates, high chairs or playpens. This will help avoid 
injuries, burns and other preventable accidents. 

3-year-olds: At this age, simple motions such as 
tearing lettuce or washing fruits and vegetables can help 
ease recipe preparation for the adult. Young ones at this 
age can also aid in stirring ingredients or pouring liquids.

4-year-olds: More hands-on activities may be 
acceptable at this age, including opening packages, 
greasing pans, peeling hard-boiled eggs, mashing 
potatoes with a fork, or snipping herbs with dull scissors.

5 and 6-year-olds: Learning to cut soft foods with a 
blunt knife can now be introduced. Setting the table and 
measuring ingredients are also helpful skills for this age.

7 and 8-year-olds: Need help locating an ingredient 
in the kitchen? Your child may now assist with this. If 
making cookies for the holidays, rolling and shaping 
dough or using a whisk to beat ingredients is another 
task to assign.

9 Through 12-year-olds: More advanced kitchen tools 
can be used, including a vegetable peeler, sharp knife 
and oven (with adult supervision). Shredding cheese and 
vegetables can also be a fun trick to try at this age.

13 through 17-year-olds: At the start of teenage 
years, children are now ready to independently prepare 
recipes with multiple ingredients. 

It is important to know that kids are more likely to try 
new foods if they help prepare it. Assisting in the kitchen 
may help build their self-esteem, as well as giving them 
a sense of pride when they see others enjoying what 
they have helped create. Most importantly, it is an 

opportunity to spend quality time with family that is 
often rare in our fast-paced culture. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. 
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

100% POSITIVE ATTITUDE
BY MATT BOOTH

One of the stereotypes about having 
a positive attitude is that you have to be 
positive 100% of the time. Positive people 
always see the glass half full, right? 
This is simply not true. No one can be 
positive all the time. Bad stuff happens—
it is called life. I speak, teach and write 
about attitude for a living and I’m not 
positive all the time, just ask my wife. It 
is impossible! We live in an increasingly 
negative world where it is becoming 
harder and harder to maintain a positive 
attitude. Being positive in a negative 
world is hard work. It is tough—very 
tough! The painful reality is that getting a 
positive attitude and maintaining it takes 
its toll on you.

I still make bad decisions at times 
and struggle. It’s called being human. 
When I’m having “one of those days”, it 
is very noticeable. My 5 and 3 year old 
sons know when Daddy is not in a good 
mood. When bad things happen, positive 
people tend to be more resilient, bounce 
back and get in a positive state of mind 

faster than others. When a positive 
person is suffering hardship, they try to 
find something good in the situation. For 
example, say a positive person failed an 
exam, instead of complaining about it, 
they will hit the books and make sure it 
doesn’t happen again.

I know a lot of people who don’t 
even realize they have a bad attitude. 
Many negative people are the last to 
acknowledge something is wrong. While 
the effects of a negative attitude can 
cause pain and suffering, learning to 
recognize when you are having “one 
of those days” is the first step toward 
getting back on track. Here are a few 
steps you can take to protect yourself.
1. Accept that bad things happen. 

Bad stuff, believe it or not, happens to 
positive people just as much if not more 
than it happens to negative people. 

2. Be a survivor, not a victim. 
Someone with a victim mentality lives 
in the past. Positive people believe what 
they’re experiencing now is nothing 

compared to what they’ve already 
survived. Don’t sit around wondering 
when things will get back to normal; 
accept that this is the new normal.

3. Find allies. 
Hang out with others who are positive 
most of the time. 

4. Prioritize self-care. 
It is the old oxygen mask theory. You 
must help yourself first so you are able 
to help those around you. Often, the 

difference between people who are 
positive most of the time and those 
who are negative most of the time 
is their resiliency skills and ability to 
manage their own anxiety.
Nobody can be positive 100% of 

the time. It is OK to have “one of those 
days”. It is not OK to have five years in a 
row worth of “one of those days”. Being 
positive most of the time is extremely hard 
work. It is, however, work worth doing. n

MATTITUDE QUOTE
“When failure becomes your friend, quitting becomes your enemy.” —Matt Booth
Matt Booth, the attitude expert, is an engaging speaker. He demonstrates and 
delivers a common sense approach to a positive attitude. To find out how Matt 
can help you or your organization, connect with him today at mattbooth.com.
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WHO IS SPYING ON WHOM?
BY BOB GELMS

Jason Mathews has joined a very 
exclusive club of former real-live-in-the-
flesh-honest-to-God spies who have 
come to write about espionage as fiction 
just like John le Carre, Ian Fleming and 
Graham Greene, to name a few you might 
have heard of. Mathews is an ex CIA spy 
of some 33 years and you can tell he’s 
experienced in real live spy craft just by 
reading a few pages of his first novel, 
Red Sparrow. I became totally convinced 
while reading the novel that real spies 
acted just like Mr. Mathews’ characters in 
the book. He’s very, very good.

 The book tells the story of the 
hauntingly beautiful Dominika Egorova. 
She starts out as the prima ballerina in 
a Russian dance company. Owing to an 
incident involving a jealous rival in the 
company, Dominika can no longer dance 
and she is set adrift until her beloved 
father passes away. It is then that her 
somewhat wicked uncle gets her involved 
with the Russian clandestine service. She 
is eventually enrolled in a school that 
teaches beautiful girls how to seduce 
vulnerable spies into becoming double 
agents for the Russians. The girls who 
graduate from this school are called Red 
Sparrows. The training is quite explicit.

 Since there is a Russian high up on 
the food chain who is spying for the 
Americans, Dominika is sent to Helsinki 
to seduce an American spy named 
Nathaniel Nash to see if she can find 
out who the double agent is. Nash is 
the double agent’s case officer. Not to 
be outdone, the Russians have a double 
agent high up on the political food chain 
in America spying for them. You almost 
need a scorecard to keep track on who is 
spying for whom.

 The plot becomes very involved but 
Mr. Mathews keeps the reader informed 
and abreast of the situation so it’s not 
hard to follow what’s happening. The 
book is filled with tradecraft, as they 
call it in the spy biz, and there were 
a few things that surprised me. The 
spy agencies on both sides eventually 
identify the spies who are working 
against them.

There is an unwritten understanding 
that death will not be visited upon the 
opposition. But the spies still have to 

go to unbelievable lengths to lose the 
people following them. This can take up 
to 10 hours and is especially exhausting 
and exasperating when they often only 
get a few fleeting minutes with their 
contact. The spies on both sides are 
unusually good at their jobs. It is very 
much like a three-dimensional game of 
chess being played in the dark.

I’m sure I wouldn’t want to be a spy but 
it sure is a lot of fun reading about them. 
You move to counter a move you think 
is three moves down the line happening 
in another part of the world. These spies 
need special brains to hold all the subplots 
apart in their minds. It’s thrilling.

 Dominika, in addition to being very 
beautiful, is exceptionally smart and 
good at reading people. She has a leg up 
on this facility of hers because she has 
synesthesia, a real neurological condition 
that manifests itself in a variety of ways 
almost always involving colors. She can 
see the color of the aura surrounding 
everyone around her. Different colors 
mean different things and she uses this 
ability to great effect. Even to the point 
of saving her life. She also has, and I’m 
struggling with how to put this without 
revealing too much, a physically violent 
temper. When she gets angry sometimes 
people get hurt…a lot!

 Vladimir Putin has been ruling Russia 
as president or prime minister for the 
last 16 years. It would seem he has a 
stranglehold, almost literally, on the office 
for as long as he wants it. Red Sparrow 
seems to indicate that modern Russia is 
not much of a communist state. It has, 
in fact, more in common with the czars 
in Russia’s past than with Lenin or Stalin. 
It is a modern version of an old fashion 
oligarchy with the rich ruling as they see 
fit and the Russian mobsters acting as 
their enforcement arm. It is in this milieu 
that the novel lives and breathes.

 Red Sparrow is the first installment 
of a series featuring the exploits of 
Dominika Egorova and Nate Nash. If 
you like novels of espionage don’t miss 
this one. It is a must read. The second 
installment, Palace of Treason, is a 
humdinger. I’ll write about that one in 
the next issue. Dasvidaniya! n

COLUMNISTS!
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PUZZLING
BY PAM KRESS-DUNN

I did something the other day I haven’t done in a long, 
long time. It’s something my parents were aces at, and a 
lot of my extended family, too. It’s simple, it’s fun, and it 
supplies a great feeling of accomplishment when you’re 
done. Why, even children do it.

I’m talking about putting a jigsaw puzzle together. You 
know, that homey, cozy pastime families used to settle 
into when they got together over the summer at the lake, 
or in front of a crackling fire after Thanksgiving dinner. My 
parents were so good, they started buying round puzzles. 
Me, I helped out when I could, but found it challenging 
enough to find the blue mitten that lay in the snow right 
in front of the dark green bush. Very satisfying, though, to 
snap that piece decisively into its intended slot.

My husband, Bob, and I were visiting friends when an 
intriguing box called out to me from their living-room 
bookcase. Noticing our interest in the all-wood jigsaw 
made in the U.S.A. (Boulder, Colorado, not far from my 
one-time home in Brighton), they pointed out that some 
of the pieces were cut into shapes you’ve never seen in a 
puzzle, unless you’ve tackled one of these special Liberty 
puzzles before. In this box lurked a piece in the shape of 
a crab. A camel. A pig. An eagle with wings outstretched. 
Somehow, these fit into the picture, their odd shapes 
disappearing as they became part of the whole.

I was intrigued, and gladly took it home when our 
friends urged us to take it and have fun.

We took it. I’m not sure I would call our experience with 
the puzzle “fun,” but it was engaging. Addicting, even.

It’s not like we’re neophytes. Each of us has put 
puzzles, lots of puzzles, together before. A thousand 
pieces? No problem! How about 2500? A puzzle of a 
snow-covered mountain towering majestically above 
a snow-covered valley, dotted with cottages whose 
thatched roofs are all blanketed in, you guessed it, more 
snow? Been there, done that, although my family looked 
in awe upon the round, all-white puzzle my Uncle Bob 
and Aunt Louise assembled. Whoa.

This small, lovely scene of a many-colored prairie 
below a blue sky was a baby compared with those. With 
only 255 pieces, taking up just 12.75 by 8.5 inches of 
table space, how hard could it be? We would surely toss 
it together in a snap.

As anyone who has put a jigsaw puzzle together 
knows, the easy part is the beginning. Dump out the 
pieces, turn them right-side up, and separate the wheat 
from the chaff—the straight border edges from the 
many-sided ones destined for the center.

I have to tell you, even when we finally had the border 
almost done—and this was the next night, not the first—
there were pieces missing. But our friends—our dear, 
close friends—had assured us we were playing with a 
full deck. Since when, for example, is it fair to include a 
border piece no wider than a fingernail?

Then there were the animal-shaped pieces. The open-
clawed crab. The otter standing upright with her long, 
skinny tail behind. The wolf, his mouth gaping mid-howl. 
Have I mentioned the lobster, with its two sharp claws? 
Surely it would be a piece of cake to find something to 
fit into those little open spaces. It might be a piece of 
cake, but locating the matching pieces was a bit less 
sweet. Not only that, but we knew—we just knew—that 
not many of those animal-shaped pieces would slide into 
their places standing upright. Oh, no. The camel’s hump 

had to be upside down; the wolf howled not at the moon 
but at a small bush to its left. And the prairie dog was 
twice as bit as the moose.

Since we started this fun, wholesome pastime on a Friday 
night, and it was an otherwise slow weekend, we found 
ourselves passing the puzzle more often than we would 
have otherwise. “I’m just going to sit here for five minutes,” 
I would promise Bob. An hour later, he joined me, claiming, 
“I’ll have my coffee here until I find one more piece.”

You learn a lot about a person if you play a game 
with him (or her), especially if that game, that all-
American entertainment, begins to turn more difficult 
than anticipated. Did I say “difficult”? No, that’s not it. 
What I mean to say is addictive, confounding, infuriating, 
seductive,  impossible to complete and, most of all, 
insanely hard to give up on. Even when it began to feel 
like the Forced Fun Death March, we kept at it.

What I found out about Bob wasn’t really surprising; 
he was just as calm noodling with the puzzle from 

hell—sorry, I meant Colorado—as he is most all of the 
time. What he found out about me was, no doubt, 
nothing he didn’t already know. I’m anxious. I’m 
excitable. My hands tremble when I am either irrationally 
angry, or unreasonably joyful, and especially both at 
once. Every time I felt sure I had a piece that would fit 
into that ridiculous little space, I would declare, “No, 
this can’t be it. Just look at it. No way.” And every time 
that stupid little piece turned out to fit, I gasped. Loudly. 
Nearly jumped up and down doing a touchdown-dance.

So, yeah. We stuck with it. Even when the almost-
finished rectangle didn’t hold together well—wood puzzles 
are lovely, but slippery little devils—we mastered it. Now 
if we can just get ourselves to scatter the pieces back into 
their box. I’m considering glue, or lacquer. Our friends—our 
generous, joy-strewing friends—may have to pry it off the 
table themselves if they really want it back. n
—pam2617@yahoo.com
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365INK MAGAZINE!SEPTEMBER 24–OCTOBER 7, 2015!ISSUE #248 DUBUQUE365.COM

DEAR ERMA,
I am living in an estrogen ocean. I have 
four daughters, a premenopausal wife, six 
female cats, and a fish. While I appreciate 
my family, I cannot even begin to explain 
to you the amount of drama I endure on 
a daily basis. If it is not my wife gripping 
about the dishes, or something she 
cannot find, or this that or the other 
ting with the laundry. My two oldest 
daughters are arguing over who gets 
to ride shotgun, my youngest daughter 
keeps stealing my middle daughter’s 
clothes, and my middle daughter will not 
stop giving MY PHONE NUMBER out to 
potential suitors. I just want to scream 
and pull what is left of my hair. I feel like 
giving up and desperately need an excuse 
to get out once and a while.  Please, 
please, please Erma, save me. ANY advice 
for a break would be great.

—David

HELLO DAVID!
Sounds like you most certainly have your 
hands full. I know a trick or two to whip 
everyone into shape. For starters, ruin the 
front seat of your car. Slash it, decorate 
it with penises, and invent new words 
with glitter pens, anything that will divert 
attention from the front seat. You can 
always enjoy a “dutch oven” by saving 

up your farts for when the arguing has 
begun! Once the windows and doors have 
the child safety lock on, let that foul smell 
rip! No more complaining, just a small 
amount of flatulence satisfaction. Oh my! 
That is a great idea. Foul smells will most 
certainly change an attitude FASTER 
than cold water. To prevent the clothing 
thief from striking again, dump sulfur all 
over EVERYONE’s clothes. That way your 
estrogen ocean will turn into a rotten egg 
ocean and THEN you will have an excuse 
to leave the house for a long period. 
Speaking of period, premenopausal 
women are a beastly bunch. Tell your wife, 
her cooking is horrible, her skin looks dry, 
suggest she get some lipo, offer to give 
her a spray tan and mostly importantly, 
announce that you-are-bored.  You might 
send her into a full hormonal rage, which, 
WITHOUT a doubt, will send you to the 
moon quicker than evaporation!  To make 
matters worse for your mischievous and 
rather clever middle child, every time 
a young suitor calls, tell them she is a 
lesbian, because les-bi-honest, rumors fly 
and hardly ever die. 

Good Luck David and may the force be 
with you!

—Erma

COLUMNISTS!
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Aries
(March 21–April 19)
A frenemie shares food with you 

that leaves you with a tapeworm, which sounds 
awful. But leave it go for a few weeks and that 
last 15 pounds will come right off. Repay the 
favor and steal their lover with your new hot 

Cookies you give them this year.

Taurus
(April 20–May 20)

buy still has a tape deck in it, giving you all the 
ammo you need to rub it in your spouse’s face. 
You know, the one who threw all your tapes 
away two years ago with the argument that 
you’d never listen to them again. Looks like 
someone’s about to lose some of their teenage 

Gemini
(May 21–June 20)
Just because you bought 50 

weekend doesn’t mean you have to drink it all 
before your next trip to the store. Diet Sunkist 

Cancer
(June 21–July 22)
Your girlfriend’s father will make a 

surprise visit to her house tomorrow morning 
while you’re sleeping over/under the covers, 
being good little angels, doing absoluty 
nothing wrong. Innocent until proven guilty.

Leo
(July 23–August 22)
The only thing that will make that 

100 calorie bag of Orville Redenbacher better is 
about a half cup of melted butter. Maybe a 
tablespoon of salt or so. And for your 
conscience, an apple. A caramel apple.

Virgo
(August 23–September 22)
Your iPhone is not a flotation 

device, though it is a lifeline. And the sounds of 
the real world are just disappointing anyway.

Libra
(September 23–October 22)
You’re not sure what to think of 

recent violence in town, but you’re pretty sure 

not really helping the issue.

Scorpio
(October 23–November 21)
You enjoy the smells of Fall as they 

enter the air, especially the aroma of people 

realize that the smell is coming from your car 

compartment with dry leaves.

Sagittarius
(November 22–December 21)
You’ve got your costume all ready 

celebration, but you didn’t think ahead and 
realized that your boss would have his kids at 
the event, too. Maybe you should not have cut 
the nipples out of that Batman suit claiming it 
to be “so fetch.”

Capricorn
(December 22–January 19)
When your diet restricts your candy 

intake to one piece a day, remember that this is 
Fall and a Betty Jane Caramel Apple technically 
counts as one piece of candy. #forthewin

Aquarius
(January 20–February 18)
The biggest difference between 

your kids catching you making hanky panky 
and you catching your parents doing the same 

permanently charged video camera in your 
pocket or, more realistically, permanently in 
text mode, even better poised for the instant 
capture. You’ve been duly warned.

Pisces
(February 19–March 20)
You can keep putting money into 

your Christmas Club fund or you can spend the 
kids’ Christmas money for better security on 
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