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I guess I’m a little slow on the update 
sometimes. It only took three groups asking 
me if we do a Winter Festivals Poster to 
counter our Summer Festivals poster before 
the frying pan finally hit me between the 
eyes and I thought “Hey, why don’t we have 
a Winter Festivals Poster??” What a great 
idea Bryce! I’m glad I thought of it!

What I actually did was dig out every 
issue of the paper between September and 
May of the last year and started looking 
for events that would qualify for a festivals 
poster. I mean… it’s Winter. Everyone 
knows that everything and everyone goes 
inside and hides until Dubuquefest, right? 
Obviously, that’s not the case. I wasn’t even 
to Christmas and I realized we were not only 
going to have enough events for a poster, 
but I was going to have more potential 
events for this poster than we had on the 
Summer Festivals poster this year.

So the big question of, “Do we reality 
need this?” is quickly answered. You’re 
damn right we do. And since it’s Winter, 
what better to keep your chilled spirits up 
than a big list of fun stuff to do all season 
stuck to the refrigerator door everyday?

Step two: See if our long-time Festivals 
Poster partner American Trust wants to do 
it again. Answer: You’re darn right they they 
do. Yippiekayee!

Step Three: Find some sorry sucker 
to compile, research and update dates 
and descriptions for 50 Winter Festivals. 
“Who wants to do that?” said Bryce with a 
triumphant call to arms! … crickets. How did 
the office clear out so fast? Well, looks like 
I’m the sucker. So when you find mistakes, 
uh, blame Kristina. I asked her to edit it. : )

Now when it comes to Winter Festivals, 
you do have to change the rules, the 
parameters if you will, of what constitutes 
a “festival”. Let’s face it, you’re not going 
to get 5000 people under the Town Clock 
on January 10th for 4 hours, I don’t care how 
good the music is. So we looked at this as 
more of a “special events” list. Sure, there 
are legit full-out festivals on the list, but 
there are also a lot of more specialized, 
larger, indoor community events that we 
think everyone should be experiencing 
(and a few smaller ones too). We could only 
fit what you see on the list on the list. We 
really couldn’t wedge any more descriptions 
on the back of the poster without requiring 
special tools to make out the words. If your 
event didn’t make the list and you think 
it should have, once again, please yell at 
Kristina. Mostly because I don’t wanna hear 
it and also she’s much cuter than me and 
very hard to yell at.

Following the release of this issue’s 
11,000 copies of the poster, you will 
still be able to find your printed copy 

at any Dubuque area American Trust & 
Savings Bank location. And you’ll always 
be able to fine a digital copy online at 
Dubuque365.com or through our awesome 
new mobile app. Yep, we got of of those 
too. You should get it.

Here’s how I know our app is good. 
Because even I use it. I use it all the time. 
It’s not fancy. I just wanted something that 
would very quickly show me all the events 
happening in town today, and tomorrow, 
etc. And then a list of all of tonight’s live 
music. I don’t want to read cover stories and 
deep interviews on my iPhone. I don’t need 
to do a crossword or say, read this article 
on my phone. Just tell me what’s going on 
where and do it fast. So that’s what I made. 

Yeah, I made the app myself. I am the 
king of all technology! Also, I have a bridge 
to sell you in New York… I decided since I 
had those two big areas (events and live 
music) covered first and foremost with the 
top to buttons on the app, I could probably 
go ahead and give you a little more info, 
just in case you wanted it. So I put the 
entire archive of 365ink Magazine issues 
on there, as well as our festivals poster 
for quick reference. There are links to our 
Facebook photo archives but also the photo 
archives of our friends like General Bob, 
DigitalDubuque, Schleuning Photography, 
and Rock the Hub Photos. What the heck, 
lets do quick links to local movie showtimes 
on there too. I use that all the time. I stuck 
all of Argosy’s food reviews ever from 
365ink on there for you to read before you 
try out a new dining hotspot. There is a 
simple directory of the area’s most popular 
event venues. Not every business in town; 
just the ones who host 95% of the events 
you read about in 365ink. Then I did the 
same for all of the live music venues in the 
area. Not every bar. Just the ones who host 
live entertainment and events. I even did 
a directory of popular local and regularly 
visiting live music acts. You know, bands! 
Find links to their Facebook pages and 
website under the venues or live music tab. 
Top that off with a quick simple overview of 
local weather and big list of news links from 
CNN to ESPN to NPR to the Onion A.V. Club. 
It’s all there.

How do I get this amazing new app 
Bryce? Tell Us! Tell Us! Just search for 
365ink in your mobile app store (Apple, 
Droid, and even Windows Phone). It’s totally 
FREE and easy. I promise that if you are a 
goin’ out kinda guy or gal and you put this 
app on your home screen, you WILL use 
it. You WILL use it a lot and you will like it. 
Because it’s simple and does what you want 
it to do. Period. What a novel concept. n
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ongoing

monday summer farmers’ market
mondays: through summer @ 3:30–6:30 pm
east mill bakeshop & catering
east mill on the corner of bryant St. and 
Grandview Ave. in Dubuque will whip up warm 
meals while you browse great local vendors like 
Fincel’s, Dobie’s produce, rock ridge Farm, 
Annie’s Acres, Tree of life Farm, and more. For 
more information, call 563-580-1175.

dubuque farmers’ market
saturdays: through october @ 7 am–noon
near iowa & 12th st.
purchase produce, hanging baskets, freshly 
baked goods, locally bottled wines, a great 
selection of arts and crafts, and more. SnAp 
customers are able to receive $1 SnAp tokens 
to purchase eligible food items, and any 
customer can purchase $5 Debit/Credit tokens 
for anything at market through the new market 
money program. For more information, contact 
Dubuque main Street at 563-588-4400 or visit 
DubuqueFarmersMarket.org.

titanic: the artifact exhibition
through october 11
national mississippi river museum & aquarium
Titanic: the Artifact exhibition has been 
designed with a focus on the legendary rmS 
Titanic’s compelling human stories as best 
told through over 150 authentic artifacts and 
extensive room re-creations. Titanic: the 
Artifact exhibition, sponsored by Dubuque 
bank & Trust, is accessible for just $5 on 
top of a regular museum admission ($15 for 
adults/ $10 for kids / $13 for seniors over 64). 
Museum hours are 9 AM–6 PM daily. Visit 
RiverMuseum.com for more information.

thursday, september 10

adult coloring
6–7:30 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 44 for more information.

arts & alchemy: it’s arthur miller time!
8–10 pm @ the smokestack
Join Fly-By-Night Productions (FBNP) to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of great American 
playwright Arthur miller. read aloud and discuss 
two of Arthur miller’s best plays, Death of a 
Salesman and A view from the bridge. Scripts 
are provided. Also sign up to win free tickets to 
Fbnp’s production of A view from the bridge. 
The Smokestack is located at 7th and white St. For 
more information, visit FlybynightDubuque.com.

discover the dinosaurs
saturday, september 12 @ 10 am–8 pm
sunday, september 13 @ 10 am–7 pm
five flags center

Discover the Dinosaurs is for the 
entire family, and especially kids, to 
explore the mystery of pre-historic life 
in an environment of learning, discovery, 
and fun. Discover the Dinosaurs is a 
unique hands on exhibit that consists of 
up to 40 moving and replica museum 
quality dinosaurs that gives you the 
opportunity to actually get close and 
touch the dinosaurs! Beyond the exhibit, 
additional fun activities are available for 
kids of all ages, which make spending 
the day with the dinosaurs a great 
experience for the entire family.

CHILD/EXHIBIT ONLY includes: 
Dinosaur Exhibit, Dino Dig, Dino Den, 
Dino Theater, Dino Coloring Station and 

Scavenger Hunt. (Individual ride tickets 
may be purchased for $5-$6) 

CHILD/EXHIBIT PLUS includes: 
Dinosaur Exhibit, Dino Dig, Dino Den, 
Dino Theater, Dino Coloring Station, 
Scavenger Hunt, Unlimited Dinosaurs 
Rides, Mini Golf, and Inflatables.

Ticket prices are as follows (plus 
fees): Adult (13–64 Years) $19; Child 
Exhibit (2–12 Years) $17; Child Plus 
Exhibit (2–12 Years) $23; Senior 
(65+ Years) $17; 0–24 Months—Free 
Admission. Tickets are available at 
the Five Flags Center Box office, 
online at Ticketmaster.com or call 
1-800-745-3000. For more information, 
visit FiveFlagsCenter.com. n

driftless  
farm & food weekend
september 11–13

Celebrate three days of food, farms, 
and community! Open to everyone, 
the weekend will kick off Friday, 
September 11 at the National Mississippi 
River Museum & Aquarium with a free 
screening of Inhabit: A Permaculture 
Perspective. It continues Saturday with 
the Third Annual Driftless Farm Crawl, 
and culminates Sunday with a four-
course Farm to Table Dinner overlooking 
the Mississippi River at the historic Four 
Mounds Inn.

All funds raised through the Dinner 
will benefit local foods programing 
through hosting organizations including 
The Dubuque Rescue Mission, Four 

Mounds Foundation, and Dubuque 
County ISU Extension. Get outside, enjoy 
local food and wine, and learn more 
about getting involved in the region’s 
food economy and culture! 

Farm to Table Dinner tickets are 
limited. Reserve yours online at 
DriftlesssFarmCrawl.com or through 
ISU Extension at 563-583-6496. All 
other events and activities are free and 
open to everyone.

For more information, visit 
DriftlessFarmCrawl.com or 
contact Local Foods Coordinator 
Carolyn Scherf at 563-583-6596 or 
cscherf@iastate.edu. n

DRIFTLESS
FARM & FOOD

WEEKEND
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friday, september 11

365ink lunchtime Jam: Johnnie walker
noon–1 pm @ town clock plaza
Hosted by the 365ink crew and sponsored by 
prudential Financial and Carlos O’kelly’s, 
Lunchtime Jams feature free laid-back 
lunchtime performances by great local acoustic 
musicians (weather permitting). Lunchtime 
Jams also features great food from Carlos 
O’kelly’s with many other fantastic dining 
options in the immediate area.

matter 21+ social evenings
5:30–8 pm @ matter creative center
Have fun enjoying all of our creativity building 
adventures in a grown-up atmosphere. All 
21+ social evenings are for adults 21 or older 
and allow you to bring snacks and your own 
beverages, including beer or wine (hard 
alcohol). Enjoy all of our anytime adventures, 
plus our add-on options like pottery painting 
items, guided painting sessions, mosaic 
design items, and glass painting. matter is 
located at 140 E 9th St. in Dubuque. For more 
information, visit Matteradventures.com or 
call 563-556-0117.

sandy hook nights: 
Jackson taylor & the sinners
5:30 pm–midnight @ sandy hook tavern  
(hazel green, wi)
Sandy Hook Tavern offers a biker-styled 
alternative on select Friday evenings through 
September with a mix of live music, steak 
feeds, games and raffles, and each night 
benefitting a different charitable organization. 
Designed as an “after work” social event.

the medicine band— 
it was a beautiful country
7–8:30 pm @ mines of spain state recreation 
area and e. b. lyons nature center
See page 22 for more information.

ace frehley
8 pm @ mississippi moon bar
See page 41 for more information.

dubuque dragon boat festival
miller riverview park & campground
The Dubuque Dragon boat Association will host 
teams from around the world for the 28th annual 
dragon boat races on the mighty mississippi river. 

Camp set-up, a welcome dinner, and skits will 
take place Friday. On Saturday, the “Awakening 
of the Dragon” will be followed by a full day of 
racing that continues through Sunday. Sunday 
evening’s breast cancer ceremony and award 
presentations conclude the weekend. For more 
information, visit DubuqueDragonboat.org.

driftless farm & food weekend
national mississppi river museum & aquarium
See page 4 for more information.

9th annual platteville dairy days
legion field (platteville, wi)
Started in 1947, it has now grown to be the 
largest single event that is staged annually 
in platteville, wisconsin spanning three days: 
September 11–13. The family themed event has 
something for everyone to enjoy from music 
to kids rides, truck and tractor pulls and great 
food, too! enjoy live music each day. For all the 
details, visit PlattevilleDairyDays.com.

saturday, september 12

audubon society “the big sit”
7 am–8 pm @ Julien dubuque monument
Join the Dubuque Audubon Society for their 
first annual Big Sit at the Julien Dubuque 
monument located at the mines of Spain 
recreation Area. The object of a big sit is to 
tally as many bird species as can be seen or 
heard during the sit. There is no hiking involved 
and you can come and go throughout the day. 
no prior bird watching experience is needed. 
Feel free to bring a lawn chair and to kick back 
and see what comes to you.

alzheimer’s association 
walk to end alzheimer’s®
8 am @ bergfeld recreation area
The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise 
awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, 
support and research. The route will be 2.5 miles 
or a 1 mile shortcut. Start or join a team today at 
act.alz.org/dubuquewalk or call 563-589-0030.
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dubuQue fighting saints 2015–2016 
season begins
saturday, september 12 @ 7:05 pm
saturday, september 26 @ 7:05 pm
mystiQue community ice center (800 admiral sheehy dr)

The Dubuque Fighting Saints start an exciting 
new season of hockey with a new coach and a host of 
new talent fighting for the Clarke Cup in the fiercely 
competitive USHL Hockey League.

Before regular season action heats up, the teams 
have to warm-up in a series of pre-season exhibition 
games. There is one more chance to catch a pre-season 
home game on Saturday, September 12 at 7:05 PM vs. 
the Waterloo Blackhawks at the Mystique Ice Center.

The Fighting Saints are known throughout the hockey 
world for their unique promotions and theme nights, and 
the 2015–2016 Promotional Schedule will feature a mix 
of new, exciting events, as well as fan favorites that have 
become traditions.

The regular season opens for the Fighting Saints on 
Saturday, September 26 for a 7:05 PM puck drop with 
the Madison Capitols. That evening is Opening Night 
presented by American Trust and the first 3,000 fans 
will receive a magnetic schedule. Other early season 
highlights include Cinderella’s Ball on Saturday, October 
10 versus Lincoln. Cinderella will be in attendance for a 
grand evening.

Other planned promotions include Military 
Appreciation Night, No-Shave November, Star Wars 
Nights, the 6th Annual Teddy Bear Toss, Kids Run the 

Rink, Mascot Mania, Mommies and Minions Night, 
Chicago Blackhawks Night, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
Night and the Glow in the Dark Game.

The Dubuque Fighting Saints, Waterloo Black Hawks 
and Cedar Rapids RoughRiders are pleased to jointly 
announce a new presenting sponsor for the most fiercely 
contested hockey trophy in Iowa; during 2015–2016, the 
three teams will vie, over 12 big games, for the coveted 
Dupaco Community Credit Union Cowbell Cup.

TH Media Family 4 Pack Nights, featuring an 
incredible offer of 4 tickets, 4 slices of pizza, 4 sodas and 
2 Kids Zones vouchers starting at just $48, return for the 
2015–2016 season on October 16, November 7, January 
1, February 13 and March 25. College Nights are October 
10, December 10, February 12, March 4, and April 1.

Season Tickets for the 2015–2016 Fighting Saints 
season are on sale now. Ticket packages start at just 
$9/game and include guaranteed seat location to all 
home games plus great extra benefits. Can’t make all 
the games? Mini-Plan options start at just six games. 
Call 563-583-6880 for more information, or visit 
DubuqueFightingSaints.com. And, of course, 365ink 
will be giving away game tickets all season long on our 
Facebook Page. Like us and win! n
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saturday, september 12

4th annual ecumenical garage & bake sale
8 am–4 pm @ 231 bluff st
The sale will benefit the Almost Home Shelter for 
homeless men at St. John’s lutheran Church in 
Dubuque. The are accepting a encouraging the 
donation of items for the sale, just no clothing, 
shoes, Tv’s, gym equipment or large appliances. 
Donations can be taken to St. raphael Cathedral 
Center on Friday, September 11, 8 AM–5 PM. 
parking is available behind the Cathedral.

discover the dinosaurs
10 am–8 pm @ five flags center
See page 4 for more information.

paying it forward charity event
11 am @ dubuque county fairgrounds
All proceeds from this eighth annual horse 
show go to the Dubuque rescue mission and 
The veteran’s Freedom Center. There will 
be a food stand, silent auction items, fish 
bowl raffles, and 50/50 raffles. Admission 
is free for spectators and $3 for each horse 
and rider class. For more information, email 
TriStateSaddleclub@gmail.com or visit 
Sites.google.com/site/tsscdbq.

western dubuque hs wingfest
11 am @ farley park (farley, ia)
Apparently for wings this day you have to go 
either east or, in this case, west of town to satiate 
your cravings. The wDHS Fine Arts booster Club 
invites you to their wing cooking competition 
with wing sampling and judging starting at 11 Am 
sponsored by buffalo wild wings. There will also 
be a classic car show at the event and you can 
watch the Hawks and Cyclones play on multiple 
big screen Tvs. Yes there is a beer garden, don’t be 
silly! plus other concessions for the entire family 
to enjoy. There will be kids gams and wD band 
performances from current and past members, 
too. The event is free to attend. we assume wing 
tasting will have some kind of ticket you’ll have to 
buy and hey, it’s all for the arts, so eat up!

the fever river puppeteers: 
“Jack and the beanstalk”
11 am & 2 pm @ hazel green opera house 
(hazel green, wi)

paint & pour
11 am–2 pm @ galena cellars (galena, il)
enjoy an afternoon of painting with artist Sandra 
Principe at Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery, 4746 
n. Ford rd., Galena, Il. no experience is required. 
The cost is $35 per person which includes lunch and 
a glass of wine. There is an optional $15 materials 
fee. To rSvp, call Sandra at 815-541-0068. For 
more information, visit galenacellars.com.

empower birth dubuque expo
noon–4 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 44 for more information.

east dubuque wingfest
noon–10 pm @ sinsinawa ave, east dubuque, il
This event features delicious chicken wings in 
nearly every variety imaginable, plus cold beer, live 
music, kids games, inflatables, and more. A public 
tasting is held from 2–4 pm. There will be live music 
from 1–9 PM with Taste Like Chicken playing in the 
afternoon and Sam wooden performing that night. 
Admission is free and punch cards will be available 
to purchase for wing tasting.

cruise-in for hospice of dubuque
1–6 pm @ gooch’s greenhouse (kieler, wi)
This event is held to support the mission of the 
tri-state area nonprofit hospice, Hospice of 
Dubuque. enjoy music by Gary from “Gary’s Graffiti 
Nights.” Food, drink and prizes will be available. 
registration with donation. For more information, 
visit HospiceofDubuque.org.

finding exposure workshop
2–4 pm @ everything photography
The “Finding exposure” workshop will cover 
the basics of using a DSlr in manual mode. 
This will cover settings such as shutter speed, 
aperture and ISO. we will cover what these 
settings actually are, why they matter, and how 
to use them in photography. To sign up or for 
more information, visit everyPhotoStore.com 
or call 563-845-7207.

council hill station fundraiser
2–5 pm @ council hill station
The event is sponsored by the Stockton unitarian 
universalist Church of Stockton, Illinois. The 
purpose of this event is to raise awareness and 
funds for 12 social agencies. The entertainment 
is provided by The wundo band. Suggested 
donation is $5. A silent auction will also be held 
to raise funds. For more information, contact 
nancy at neschuldt@hotmail.com or call 
815-281-0034. 



8  EVENTS 365ink Magazine SepTember 10–SepTember 23, 2015 ISSue #247 Dubuque365.coM

events 

sweet dreams & honky tonks
sunday, september 13 @ 2 pm
five flags center

It may be impossible to crown any 
one performer as country music’s 
biggest star, but few would argue that 
Hank Williams, Loretta Lynn, Patsy 
Cline, and Johnny Cash would all be 
near the top of any list. Sweet Dreams 
& Honky Tonks is a new revue that 
presents the best loved hits of these 
classic artists along with stories of their 
colorful lives. Tickets are on sale at 
Five Flags Box Office, All Ticketmaster 
Outlets, 1-800-745-3000, or 
Ticketmaster.com. Tickets are $22–$28 
and do not include possible fees. For 
more information, contact Kelly Spreitzer 
at Five Flags Center: 563-589-4353 or 
kspreitzer@fiveflagscenter.com. n

saturday, september 12

dubuque bomb squad rollery derby
5 pm @ courtside sports bar & grill
Dubuque bomb Squad roller Derby season 
is underway with another exciting bout at 
Courtside Sports bar & Grill. Doors open at 
5 PM, Bout starts at 6 PM. Get advance tickets 
at Courtside or from any of the skaters for just 
$5, or just $8 at the door the day of the event. 
For more information, follow Dubuque bomb 
Squad roller Derby on Facebook.

voices from the warehouse district 11: 
streets opening night
7 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

the medicine band— 
it was a beautiful country
7–8:30 pm @ mines of spain state recreation 
area and e. b. lyons nature center

dubuque fighting saints pre-season: 
vs waterloo blackhawks
7:05 pm @ mystique ice arena
See page 6 for more information.

the great draw street art competition
cable car square
See page 18 for more information.

dubuque dragon boat festival
miller riverview park & campground

driftless farm & food weekend
national mississppi river museum & aquarium

9th annual platteville dairy days
legion field (platteville, wi)

sunday, september 13

dbQ airport open house/eaa fly-in 
drive-in breakfast
8 am–noon @ dubuque regional airport
multiple aircraft and equipment will be on display 
on the airport ramp along with aircraft in the 
Dubuque Jet Center Hangar. breakfast will be 
served in the blue Skies Over Dubuque Hangar, 
11000 Airport road. $7 for adults, $4 children 
ages 5–12 and children under 5 free. Funds raised 
by the breakfast go to support aviation promotion 
activities. For more information, visit flydbq.com.

neil berg’s  
100 years of broadway
saturday, september 19 @ 7:30 pm
university of dubuQue heritage center, John and alice butler hall

Heritage Center opens its 3rd annual 
Live at Heritage Center Performing Arts 
Series with Neil Berg’s 100 Years of 
Broadway. Neil Berg’s widely acclaimed 
musical revue of Broadway’s most 
celebrated shows features a dazzling 
cast of five Broadway stars accompanied 
by an all-star New York band.

100 Years of Broadway recreates the 
greatest moments from the finest shows 
of the century featuring the actual stars 
of shows such as The Phantom of the 
Opera, Les Misérables, CATS, Jersey Boys, 
and Wicked. These amazing performers 
light up the stage with songs from the hit 
shows in which they starred. Rita Harvey, 
Dubuque native, Hempstead High School 
alum, and wife of Neil Berg, is part of the 
cast of performers. Harvey portrayed 
Christine on Broadway in Phantom.

The performance will be preceded 
by a free pre-show concert on the Cyber 
Café Knapp Stage from 6–7 PM featuring 
Dr. Charles Barland, UD professor of 
music, on the piano performing a variety 
of classic Broadway hits. The new John 
August Swanson: Passion of Color 
exhibit will also be on display in the 
Bisignano Art Gallery.

Tickets for 100 Years of Broadway 
are $31–$36 for adults, $26–$31 for 
UD Alumni, and $19 for children and 
students and can be purchased now 
at the Farber Box Office Monday 
through Friday from 10 AM to 
5 PM at Heritage Center, University 
of Dubuque, 2255 Bennett Street; by 
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at 
dbq.edu/heritagecenter. n
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paying it forward charity event
10 am @ dubuque county fairgrounds

discover the dinosaurs
10 am–7 pm @ five flags center

artist walk around
11 am–2 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

a bridal affair fall show 2015
12:30–3:30 pm @ grand river center
enjoy this public bridal show featuring the 
latest wedding trends. Tickts are free, but 
registration is required. Sign up today at 
THonline.com/bridalaffaire. For more 
information, contact Jodi at 563-588-5743 or 
jdodd@wcinet.com.

tom leslie lecture
1:30 pm @ dubuque museum of art
The Iowa State Fair has been a symbol of the 
city of Des moines and the State of Iowa since 
its inception. but even though it is an event 
that brings our state together as much as 
anything else, its history is also reflective of 
the gentle tensions between urban and rural 
here. Iowa State professor of Architecture 
Thomas leslie will show how the Fair’s history 
reflects Iowa’s history, and how the Fair’s 
architecture in particular reveals how the event 
has always been caught between business 
and entertainment. This talk is free and 
sponsored by Humanities Iowa and the Henry 
Family Foundation. For more information, visit 
Dbqart.com or call 563-557-1851.

sweet dreams & honky tonks
2 pm @ five flags theater
See page 8 for more information.

“do you see what eye see” exhibit and 
“las calles hablen” screening
7 pm @ galena cfa (galena, il)
See page 18 for more information.

dubuque dragon boat festival
miller riverview park & campground

driftless farm & food weekend
national mississppi river museum & aquarium

9th annual platteville dairy days
legion field (platteville, wi)

tuesday, september 15

“i see you: the power of human 
connection” #givingbacktour
9–10 am @ ramada hotel (galena, il)
If you missed him the first time, Leon is 
back once again. leon logothetis is a 
global adventurer, motivational speaker, 
and philanthropist. leon has visited more 
than 90 countries and traveled to every 
continent. leon has documented his travels 
for numerous media outlets including Good 
morning America, los Angeles Times, and 
San Francisco Chronicle. leon’s book “The 
kindness Diaries” will be on sale the day 
of the event. Admission is free. rSvp is 
requested; please call 815-777-9050 or email 
office@galenachamber.com.

book discussion: orphan train: a novel
7 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 44 for more information.

wednesday, september 16

rsvp coffee connect
9 am @ kehl diabetes center
Join the retired and Senior volunteer program 
(RSVP) for our monthly Coffee Connect. Please 
note this event is intended for individuals 55 
and older. please rSvp at 563-589-2622 or 
rsvp.dbq@gmail.com.

thursday, september 17

arts & alchemy: it’s arthur miller time!
8–10 pm @ the smokestack

friday, september 18

phenom
6 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

sandy hook nights: 
bike olympics championship
6 pm–midnight @ sandy hook tavern  
(hazel green, wi)

team of dreams celebrity dinner
7 pm @ mystique casino
See page 20 for more information.

“do you see what eye see” exhibit: 
(david earl (tuba) and keith lienert 
(percussion)
7 pm @ the smokestack
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world-wide. You can see many of these effects 
illusionartsmagic.com. These family friendly 
matinees are free to the public and sponsored 
by mediacom. For more information, visit 
Dbqart.com or call 563-557-1851.

this is how we bbQ in dbQ
2–6 pm @ clarke kehl center
See page 22 for more information.

platinum: a tribute to miranda lambert
7 pm @ ohhward fine arts center 
(maquoketa, ia)
See page 38 for more information.

art slam
7 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

neil berg’s 100 years of broadway
7:30 pm @ ud heritage center
See page 8 for more information.

vesperman farms  
corn maze & pumpkin patch
vesperman farms (lancaster, wi)
See page 11 for more information.

sunday, september 20

steve’s ace home & garden fall festival
10 am–2 pm @ steve’s ace home & garden

drum workshop
10 am–3 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

cascade rockin’ on the river music fest
noon @ cascade riverview amphitheater 
(cascade, ia)
pack your own coolers and lawn chairs! bring 
your special chili to be judged or come help 
judge at the Rockin’ 6th Annual Chili Challenge. 
Categories will be people Choice, Judges 
Choice and Kids! 16 and under eligible. Vendors 
also available. music by Jen and John from the 
8 Seconds Band. Tickets: $5; 12 and under free.

pella wildlife group wolf program
1 pm @ e. b. lyons nature center auditorium
wolves were historically part of Iowa’s wild 
fauna, but have long since been removed from 
the state. The mines of Spain State recreation 
Area and the Friends of the mines of Spain 
are hosting an informative program on the 
important part wolves once played in Iowa. 
presenters from pella wildlife Group will have a 
live wolf cub at this exciting program. For more 
information, visit MinesofSpain.org.

saturday, september 19

team of dreams
9 am @ mystique casino & field of dreams 
(dyersville, ia)

geocaching 101
10–11 am @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 44 for more information.

steve’s ace home & garden fall festival
10 am–2 pm @ steve’s ace home & garden
See page 11 for more information.

dubuque oktoberfest
11 am– 8 pm @ a.y. mcdonald park
See page 30 for more information.

hike to help refugees
noon–2 pm  
@ loras college christ the king chapel
See page 22 for more information.

on location portraits 2.0 workshop
noon–3 pm @ everything photography
In this new “2.0” workshop we will be 
upping the ante and going into the shoot 
with a vision and location in mind. we will be 
teaching how to create a vision for a shoot, 
and then collaborating to make it happen. 
To sign up or for more information, visit 
everyPhotoStore.com or call 563-845-7207.

fall harvest & art festival
noon–6 pm @ galena cellars vineyard 
(galena, il)
Galena Cellars and the Galena Cultural Arts 
Alliance offer a combination of purple feet, 
paint brushes, pumpkin decorating, horses, 
spa treatments, and wine that promises to be a 
fun fall adventure. The festival features a grape 
stomp, live music by the Fever river String 
Band, horse-drawn wagon rides, amazing food, 
demonstrations, art sales, and vineyard tours. 
Pre-registration for the grape stomp begins at 
1 pm; the stomp starts at 2 pm. participation fee 
is $5 for adults; children stomp free. Prizes will be 
awarded. Admission to the general event is free. 
vineyard tours are $7.50. Galena Cellars is located 
at 4746 N. Ford Rd and will also be offering wine 
tasting and a keepsake glass for an added fee. For 
more information, visit galenacellars.com.

museum family matinee: magic with 
craig steven
1 pm @ dubuque museum of art
performing since age 10, Craig Steven has 
performed in both close-up and stage 
venues for over 20 years. He designs 
and builds many of his own effects and 
for many other professional performers 
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vesperman farms  
corn maze & pumpkin patch
opens daily beginning saturday, september 19
vesperman farms (8149 stage rd, lancaster, wi)

One of the biggest and most challenging Corn Mazes 
in the Midwest is just one of many great features to 
make the trip to Lancaster well worth it.

Check out the trebuchet launching huge pumpkins 
600 feet, the rubber duck races, the farm animals, the 
tires, the air cannon shooting pumpkins a 1/4 mile, the 
snack shack with the caramel apples and the apple 
cider doughnuts (yes, doughnuts). They’re always doing 

something new and different. Pick out the perfect 
jack-o-lantern!

This season opens Saturday, September 19 and is 
open daily through the fall (Monday–Friday, Noon–6 PM, 
Saturdays 10 AM–7 PM and Sundays, 10 AM–5 PM). 
General admission to the farm is $7 for everyone 5 and 
up. Visit VespermanFarms.com for details. n

steve’s ace home & garden fall festival
september 19 & 20 @ 10 am–2 pm
steve’s ace home & garden (3350 Jfk rd)

Every fall, Steve’s Ace celebrates the colors of Fall 
with their annual Fall Festival, a great destination for 
families. Bring the kids out for games, arts and crafts, 
free pumpkin painting with the purchase of a pumpkin, 
face painting, a bounce house and corn pit, plus food 
for purchase and great photos opportunities of all of it. 
All activities are free with a donation of non-perishable 
food for the Dubuque Food Pantry. Plus, you can earn 
Steve’s Cluck Bucks all weekend! n

dr. amy dunker 
composition & trumpet faculty recital
sunday, september 20 @ 2 pm
clarke university Jansen music hall

Clarke University Professor of Music, composer, 
and trumpeter Amy Dunker’s music resists easy 
categorization. From avant-garde improvisation to 
minimalistic sound sculptures to neo-romantic echoes, 
Dunker delves deeply into the nature of human 
experience.

The free concert will also feature the Marquette 
Catholic High School Choir of Bellevue, Iowa, Jill Sieverding 
conductor, as well as Nathan Schatz on trumpet.

For more information, contact the Clarke University 
Marketing and Communication Office at 563-588-6318 
or visit Clarke.edu/ArtsAtClarke. n
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mackin-mailander lecture: 
aaron thomas
wednesday, september 23 @ 7 pm
clarke university robert and ruth kehl center

Aaron Thomas’ father, Ed, was a 
beloved high school football coach 
who not only trained generations of 
players on the importance of hard work, 
dedication, excellence and commitment, 
but personally put these values into 
action when he was the community 
leader who inspired his town of 
Parkersburg, Iowa to rebuild in the wake 
of a deadly EF 5 tornado in 2008.

Not long after the community 
withstood the disaster of the storm, 
Parkersburg endured a far worse 
tragedy: the fatal shooting of Ed Thomas 
by a former player with mental health 
issues. Following his father’s murder, 
Aaron was approached to return home 
to take over his father’s responsibilities 
as athletic director and to continue the 
legacy his father had built in being not 
only a school leader, but an example for 
the town to follow.

Rather than shun the family of their 
father’s murderer and perpetuate the 
tragedy that Parkersburg faced, Aaron 
and his family called for understanding 
and forgiveness—because that’s what Ed 
Thomas would have wanted them to do.

In this incredible story, Aaron Thomas 
will share his family’s journey of showing 
uncommon strength during the darkest 
of times. 

Due to his father’s accomplishments 
and the reaction of the Thomas family 
in their most tragic moments, they were 
the awarded the Arthur Ashe Award for 
Courage at the 2010 ESPY Awards.

Aaron is currently the principal and 
head basketball coach at Aplington-
Parkersburg High School.

Thomas will address how to deal 
with adversity, make the most of all 
opportunities, and the importance of 
family when he visits the Clarke University 
campus for the Mackin-Mailander Featured 
Lecture. Doors open at 6:30 PM. Tickets 
are $5 for general admission (free for the 
Clarke community) and are available by 
visiting clarke.edu/mackin-mailander or 
calling 563-588-6377. n

michael mao dance co.
friday, september 25 @ 7–9 pm
university of wisconsin-platteville  
center for the arts brodbeck concert hall

Michael Mao Dance is a critically 
acclaimed New York based modern dance 
company with an international corps 
of accomplished dancers. Passionate, 
yet meticulously crafted, Mao’s work is 
infused with a visceral, elemental power. 
His dances fill the stage with compelling 
images and enthrall audiences with 
their emotional immediacy. Rooted 
in the traditions of American modern 

dance, Mao’s works are graced with the 
formal considerations of classical ballet 
and reveal the choreographer’s Asian 
heritage in their spare yet expansive 
choreographic means.

This performance is made possible, 
in part, by a grant from the Bert Glanz 
Fund for Performing Arts. For more 
information email cfa@uwplatt.edu, visit 
UWPlatt.edu/cfa or call 608-342-1491. n
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sunday, september 20

dr. amy dunker faculty recital
2 pm @ clarke Jansen music hall
See page 11 for more information.

morning in iowa presentation
4:30 @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

brew house mystery dinner theater
5–7 pm @ stone cliff winery
Enjoy a four-course meal and wine or beverage 
of your choice while trying to discover 
who-done-it. Cost is $49.95 per person. For 
more information or to reserve your place, visit 
StonecliffWinery.com.

stand up comedy: dan gessner  
with keri Jean schwanekamp, larry 
raineri and todd Joseph baysinger
6:30 pm @ the smokestack
Dan Gessner is filming his first hour long 
special. voted Fan Favorite at the 2015 Comedy 
$10k at the Diamond Jo. be part of the greatest 
audience ever! Completely free and all ages are 
welcome until 9 PM. The Smokestack is located 
on the corner of 7th and white St.

monday, september 21

dr. reese halter: climate change & peace
7–8:30 pm  
@ loras alumni campus center ballroom
See page 22 for more information.

tuesday, september 22

voices of the ancestors
6:30–8:30 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

wednesday, september 23

mackin-mailander lecture: aaron thomas
7 pm @ clarke kehl center
See page 12 for more information.

live music: p.s. k.i.s.s.  
with amy dolan & dave richter
7–10 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

thursday, september 24

adult coloring
6–7:30 pm @ carnegie-stout public library

Jesus, shakespeare and  
amelia earhart run into a wall!
7:30 pm @ loras college hoffman hall
This one man show, created and performed by 
Doug Donald, deals with different individual 
perspectives about gods, deities, and religion; 

and how we try to confine them, and ourselves, 
to specific definable boxes and then use those 
boxes to build walls that separate. presented 
by the Guild of St. Genesius and sponsored in 
part by a grant from the Archbishop kucera 
Center of loras College. There will be a talk 
back after each performance led by members 
of The Children of Abraham. Admission is free. 
For more information, visit Loras.edu.

live music: the ruby blonde band
8 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

arts & alchemy: it’s arthur miller time!
8–10 pm @ the smokestack

friday, september 25

dubuque ink and art expo
4–10 pm @ grand river center
See page 24 for more information.

sandy hook nights: 
aaron williams and the hoodoo
5 pm–midnight @ sandy hook tavern  
(hazel green, wi)

the streets of Jdiff
6:30 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

michael mao dance co.
7–9 pm @ uw-p cfa brodbeck concert hall
See page 12 for more information.

doubt, a parable
7:30 pm @ grand opera house
See page 19 for more information.

Jesus, shakespeare and  
amelia earhart run into a wall!
7:30 pm @ loras college hoffman hall

the temptations
8 pm @ mississippi moon bar
See page 41 for more information.

“do you see what eye see” exhibit: 
(hip-hop culture)
11:30 pm @ the smokestack

guttenberg germanfest
500 and 600 blocks of south river park drive 
(guttenberg, ia)
2015 marks the 25th anniversary of Guttenberg, 
Iowa’s GermanFest! This festival has been 
named one of the Top 20 events in Iowa by Top 
events uSA!

GermanFest includes an open air arts and crafts 
market, biergarten, kraut cook-off, hog roast, 
homemade beer tasting, lots of live music, 
food vendors, a 5k walk/run, games for kids 
and adults, chalk drawing, wiener dog races, 
demonstrations by the Guttenberg karate Club, 
a performance by the Clayton ridge Drill Team, 
unI Dancers, and much, much more!

Join us in celebrating the 25th annual 
GermanFest! $5 admission to the 
biergarten, free will donation for homebrew 
tasting. For more information, visit 
guttenbergiowa.net/germanfest-2015.html.
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dubuQue area baconfest
thursday, october 1 @ 6–9 pm
grand river center

Bacon Lovers, it’s time to get your taste 
buds ready for the 2015 Dubuque Area 
Baconfest, sponsored by Hormel Foods.

Enjoy amazing samples of creative 
bacon dishes prepared by area chefs 
from restaurants, BBQ pits, and caterers! 
While sampling all of the tasty bacon 
treats, enjoy music by DJ Steve Hemmer 
and take part in the Hormel Bacon Eating 
Contest and the Oink-Off Contest. Can 
Bacon Lover Vendor J&D Catering defend 
their title as the 2014 Overall Winner? 
Who will dethrone 365’s Bryce Parks as 
the 2015 Dubuque Area Baconfest King 
(or Queen)? Complete your application 

for Bacon Royalty Court online at 
DBQBacon.org by September 11.

All proceeds from this event will go 
to Area Residential Care and support 
their mission of empowering people with 
intellectual disabilities. For over 47 years, 
Area Residential Care has helped people 
achieve their highest quality of life.

Tickets are on sale now at Area 
Residential Care or at dbqbacon.org 
for $25 each and V.I.P Tickets are $45, 
allowing you to come an hour early early, 
taste of all the food before everyone else 
and receive a special gift. n

you don’t know Jack  
poker run 8
saturday, september 26 @ 11:30 am
new diggings general store & inn (new diggings, wi)

Jack’s back for the eighth annual 
poker run hosted by Lou and Kelli at New 
Diggings General Store & Inn. Inspired 
by the story of Jackson Hoeger, a young 
friend of 365ink’s Bryce Parks, who fought 
and beat impossible odds to survive a rare 
form of brain cancer (and who started 
high school this year), the annual ride is a 
fundraiser for cancer research.

There is a run for cars and motorcycles 
and a ride for bicycles. $15 per person 
includes a great meal after the run. There 
will also be a 70/30 split on the poker run 
with 50/50 drawings at each stop.

Doors open at 10 AM and the first 
group is out at 11:30 AM with final poker 
hands drawn at “the Diggs” at 6 PM. n
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saturday, september 26

dubuque county master gardeners  
fall plant sale
7 am–noon @ petmed parking lot
The Dubuque County master Gardeners are 
sharing their plants with the community 
at a very discounted rate! Find perennials, 
flowers, ground covers, and more for last 
minute touches to your garden or landscape 
at the master Gardener Fall plant Sale. 
There will also be kids activities, plant info, 
and master Gardeners to answer plant 
questions. For more information, visit 
extension.iaState.edu/dubuque.

48th annual tour of historic homes
9 am–5 pm @ 211 s. bench st, galena, il
The Historical Society partners with five 
different homeowners to make their historic 
homes available for public enjoyment. The 
selected homes highlight the town’s historic 
vibrancy and give guests an enjoyable and 
educational tour. This year’s homes are just 
as diverse and fascinating as in years past. 
participation is $17. For more information, visit 
galenaHistory.org.

d-b-Q con
10 am–5 pm @ five flags center
See page 32 for more information.

dubuque rotary club’s second annual 
ride & roll for vets
11 am–8 pm @ port of dubuque
See page 29 for more information.

dubuque ink and art expo
11 am–10 pm @ grand river center

you don’t know Jack poker run 8
11:30 am @ new diggings general store & inn 
(new diggings, wi)
See page 14 for more information.

hookerfest 2015
5 pm–2 pm @ sandy hook tavern  
(hazel green, wi)
See page 40 for more information.

matter 21+ social evenings
5:30–8 pm @ matter creative center

burning man—a night on the playa
7 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

dave karl: tribute to kenny rogers
7 & 9 pm @ mystique casino
Dave karl has been playing various genres of 
music from a young age. In 2008 Dave Karl 
started performing a tribute show to kenny 
rogers called A Touch of kenny & Friends. 
karl’s ability to impersonate kenny comes 
easily because his natural voice is so close to 
kenny rogers’s voice. It is uncanny! In march 
2010, karl was cast by movieworks to play 
the part of kenny rogers in a movie called 
Queens of Country. Tickets are $20 for the 
show and $30 for dinner in bon Appetit and the 
show. For tickets and more information, visit 
MystiqueDbq.com or call 563-582-3647.

dubuque fighting saints pre-season: 
vs madison capitols
7:05 pm @ mystique ice center

songfest
7:30 pm @ ud heritage center
See page 19 for more information.

doubt, a parable
7:30 pm @ grand opera house

Jesus, shakespeare and  
amelia earhart run into a wall!
7:30 pm @ loras college hoffman hall

the temptations
8 pm @ mississippi moon bar

czipar’s apple festival
czipar’s orchard (8610 us 52 s)
This weekend features lunch on the grounds, 
arts and crafts vendors, face painting, a 
blow-up house, kids games, freshly popped 
kettle corn, slot car racing, a caricature artist, 
recycled artwork by Junk FX, as well as 
pumpkins, gourds, painted pumpkins, Indian 
corn, and fresh apple cider and apple cider 
donuts. Czipar’s Orchard is located at 8610 
uS 52 S in Dubuque. Admission is free. For 
more information, call 563-582-7476 or visit 
cziparsorchards.com.

guttenberg germanfest
500 and 600 blocks of south river park drive 
(guttenberg, ia)
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glimmer of hope  
fashion show
friday, october 2 @ 6 pm
mystiQue casino cabaret room

The 10th Annual Glimmer of Hope 
Fashion Show presented by Verizon on 
Friday, October 2, at Mystique Casino 
celebrates 10 years of fashion, awareness 
and support during National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.

The event will raise awareness of 
domestic violence in our community and 
support for victims of domestic violence 
served by the Dubuque Community 
YMCA/YWCA Victim Services Shelter. 
The fashion show features police officers, 
members of the Sherriff’s Office, and City 
staff as runway models. Advance ticket 
purchase is recommended due to limited 
seating. Appetizers and can bar start at 
6 p.m. with the fashion show hitting the 
runway at 7 PM.

The Dubuque Community YMCA/
YWCA Victim Services Shelter is the 
only domestic violence shelter in the 
area-with the next closest a 2 hour drive 
away in Waverly. Services provided 
include: safe shelter, crisis intervention, 
advocacy, and community education/
prevention programs. All services are 

free and completely confidential. In 2014, 
3,194 nights of safety were provided to 
129 victims and 13,159 hours of direct 
service were provided.

Tickets are $35 in advance or $40 
at the door. Contact Sandra Gonzales-
Denham, Senior Director of Mission 
Advancement at 563-556-3371 or at 
sgonzales-denham@dubuquey.org 
to learn more or to purchase tickets, 
which are also available at the YMCA and 
Graham’s Style Store for Men & Women. n

events 

recycled percussion
thursday, october 1 @ 7:30 pm
university of dubuQue heritage center, John and alice butler hall

Heritage Center continues its 
3rd annual Live at Heritage Center 
Performing Arts Series with Recycled 
Percussion. Justin Spencer and his 
group, who beat their sticks on buckets, 
power tools, and ladders, started in a 
high school talent show and have now 
become a world-wide hit! 

Recycled Percussion’s junk rock 
music became a national phenomenon 
during their smash hit performances on 
America’s Got Talent in 2009. Their show 
has been described as Blue Man Group 
meets Stomp! Playing over 4,000 shows 
and over 400 corporate events in over 
15 countries, the group has made guest 
appearances on Carson Daly, The Today 
Show, China’s Got Talent, and the Latin 
Grammy Awards. After being featured 
on the cover of USA Today and being 
voted National Act of the Year a record-
breaking six times, the band gained 
world-wide recognition. 

In 2010, they became headliners in 
Las Vegas! In 2013 Recycled Percussion 
elevated their energy level, created 
new performance elements and they 
continue to bring junk rock music to 

the Las Vegas Strip nightly at The Quad 
Resort and Casino. 

Tickets for Recycled Percussion are 
$25–$30 for adults, $20–$25 for UD 
alumni, and $15 students and can be 
purchased now at the Farber Box Office 
Monday through Friday from 10 AM 
to 5 PM at Heritage Center, University 
of Dubuque, 2255 Bennett Street; by 
phone at 563-585-SHOW; or online at 
dbq.edu/heritagecenter. n

sunday, september 27

48th annual tour of historic homes
9 am–5 pm @ 211 s. bench st, galena, il

d-b-Q con
10 am–3 pm @ five flags center
See page 32 for more information.

dubuque ink and art expo
11 am–6 pm @ grand river center

gordonfest v
noon @ sportsman’s park (cascade, ia)
Canine descendants of Gordon and friends are 
invited to pack the park for music by muddy 
ruts, followed by billy lee and bryce Janey. 
Food will be provided by pistol Annies and the 
Cascade FFA . bring your own beverage and 
lawn chair. Admission is $10, but 12 years and 
younger are free. rSvp to Joe at 
563-590-6412 or joeandgordon@gmail.com.

mary kay shanley lecture
1:30 pm @ dubuque museum of art
when the Iowa State Fair turned 150 years 
old in 2004, the celebration included release 
of Shanley’s book, Our State Fair—Iowa’s 
Blue Ribbon Story, a coffee-table book of 
history that’s both rich and fun. Shanley will 
take us on a sit-down tour of the Fair via her 
book—its unique (and unsteady) start; the 
competition; the entertainment (not something 
those Founding Fathers favored); the ag 

extravaganza of Iowa; the super structures 
(listed on the national register of Historic 
Places, no less); and, finally, a potpourri 
of everything else that’s helped mold the 
experience into an Iowa treasure. Shanley asks 
you to bring along a couple of your own stories 
to share, if you wish. She believes that your 
memories are as rich as the tales in the book. 
This talk is free and sponsored by Humanities 
Iowa and the Henry Family Foundation. For 
more information, visit Dbqart.com or call 
563-557-1851.

doubt, a parable
2 pm @ grand opera house

Jesus, shakespeare and  
amelia earhart run into a wall!
2 pm @ loras college hoffman hall

emergence of spirit: burlesque
7 pm @ voices gallery
See page 23 for more information.

czipar’s apple festival
czipar’s orchard (8610 us 52 s)

tuesday, september 29

concert for refugee children
6 pm @ voices gallery (10th & Jackson st)
See page 22 for more information.

wednesday, september 30

long exposure workshop
7–9 pm @ everything photography
In the “long exposure” workshop, we will 
be looking at the concepts of long exposure 
photography. we will cover photographic 
examples of how to shoot streaking car lights, 
lightning, waterfalls and light painting. Once 
we look at the concepts, we will venture 
out into Dubuque and practice what we just 
learned. It is recommended to have some 
sort of tripod for this workshop. Also be sure 
to dress accordingly because we will spend 
about an hour outside. To sign up or for more 
information, visit everyPhotoStore.com or call 
563-845-7207.
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movie buzz
Fox and Chernin Entertainment 

have started development on a film 
adaptation of the popular video game 
franchise Mega Man. 

Bruce Banner, aka, the Hulk will not 
appear in Captain America’s Civil War. 
This is noteworthy mainly because 
everyone else is; Thor, Paul Rudd, that 
archery guy, even Black Widow. 

Cate Blanchett is attached to star 
in an authorized biopic on Lucille Ball 
that’s being written by Academy Award-
winning writer Aaron Sorkin. 

Star Wars: Episode VIII will apparently 
feature a new villain and a new female lead 
after the events of The Force Awakens. 
As we’ve already learned, Benicio del Toro 
is playing the new antagonist of Episode 
VIII, and now The Wrap is reporting that 
our new female lead will likely be one of 
three rising actresses: Jane the Virgin’s 
Gina Rodriguez, Orphan Black’s Tatiana 
Maslany, or Me and Earl and the Dying 
Girl’s Olivia Cooke.

Lionsgate has announced that they’re 
teaming with Take-Two Interactive 
Software, Gearbox Software, and 
producers Avi and Ari Arad for an 
adaptation of the popular video game 
franchise Borderlands, which centers 
on a post-apocalyptic wasteland filled 
with a bunch of guns and a few vehicles, 
basically. Can you say Mad Max?

Speaking of Mad Max, one of its 
breakout stars, Nicholas Hoult will play 
J.D. Salinger in Rebel in the Rye, the 
film that will be Empire co-creator and 
The Hunger Games: Mockingjay writer 
Danny Strong’s feature directorial debut. 
The movie tells the story of the birth of 
Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye.

Joaquin Phoenix is going to go back 
to working with M. Night Shyamalan. 
Over a decade since The Village and 
Signs, the project is already set to shoot 
in November. Perhaps it will feature 
aliens in rain slickers. n

the visit (pg-13)
friday, september 11
m. night Shyamalan’s terrifying story of a brother 
and sister who are sent to their grandparents’ 
remote pennsylvania farm for a weeklong trip. 
Once the children discover that the elderly couple 
is involved in something deeply disturbing, 
they see their chances of getting back home are 
growing smaller every day.

black mass (r)
friday, september 18
In 1970s South Boston, FBI Agent John Connolly 
persuades Irish mobster James “whitey” bulger 
(Johnny Depp) to collaborate with the FBI and 
eliminate a common enemy: the Italian mob.

time out of mind
friday, september 11
Richard Gere is a homeless, mentally-ill man 
who has been unable to hold a job for years. 

He drifts through the city looking for food, 
alcohol, shelter and his estranged daughter 
(Jena Malone).

the perfect guy (pg-13)
friday, september 11
After a painful breakup, successful lobbyist 
leah vaughn jumps into a passionate 
relationship with a charming stranger. when 
her ex-boyfriend resurfaces in her life she has 
to figure out who she should trust and who she 
should fear.

cooties (r)
friday, september 18
when a cafeteria food virus turns elementary 
school children into killer zombies, a group of 
misfit teachers must band together to escape 
the playground carnage. Stars elijah wood, 
rainn wilson and Alison pill.

coming to theaters

now showing @ mindframe theaters 
friday, september 11–thursday, september 17

Maze RunneR: THe ScoRcH 
TRiaLS (Pg-13)
Thu: 8:00, 9:00

THe ViSiT (Pg-13)
Fri–Thu: (12:30), (2:30), (4:45), 
7:25, 9:30

no eScaPe (R)
Fri–Thu: (11:45 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 
7:10, 9:25

kaHLiL gibRan’S THe PRoPHeT 
(Pg)
Fri–Thu: (4:10), 6:45

STRaigHT ouTTa coMPTon (R)
Fri–Thu: (12:00), (3:30), 7:30, 9:00

MiSSion: iMPoSSibLe–Rogue 
naTion (Pg-13)
Fri–mon: 7:35 pm
wed: 7:35 pm

Inside Out (PG)
Fri–Thu: (11:30 AM), (1:45)

a WaLk in THe WooDS (R)
Fri–Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:30), (3:50), 
7:00, 9:20

HaRRy PoTTeR anD THe 
cHaMbeR oF SecReTS (Pg)
Fri–Thu: (3:10 PM)

HaRRy PoTTeR anD THe 
SoRceReR’S STone (Pg)
Fri–Thu: (12:00 PM)

HaRRy PoTTeR anD THe 
SoRceReR’S STone (Pg) 
DoubLeFeaTuRe: HaRRy PoTTeR 
anD THe cHaMbeR oF SecReTS 
WiTH HaRRy PoTTeR anD THe 
SoRceReR’S STone
Fri–Thu: (12:00 PM)

555 JFk road
behind kennedy mall

mindframetheaters.com  
Hotline: 563-582-4971
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the great draw  
street art competition
saturday, september 12
cable car sQuare

The Great Draw is a street art 
competition that benefits The Great 
Draw Visual Arts Scholarships. This 
event is open to all ages and skill levels, 
with over $2,000.00 in cash and prizes 
awarded. The public is cordially invited 
to observe the competition and watch 
as the artists develop their paintings 
throughout the day.

There are five categories: youth to 
age 12, ages 13–18, adult, artist, and 
teams. An independent judge will 
determine first, second and third place 
winners in each category. Votes for the 
People’s Choice Awards will be available 
for purchase, and professional street 
artist, Shawn McCann will create a 
large, custom three-dimensional pastel 
painting throughout the day. A free 
area will be set aside for small children 
so they can take part in the creative 
process as well. 

In keeping with Outside the Lines 
Art Gallery’s goal of supporting aspiring 
artists, Shawn McCann will work with 
Dubuque high school students on 
the Town Clock Plaza pedestrian mall 
during the day on Friday, September 
11. Together they will create a three-
dimensional pastel painting and receive 
one on one instruction from McCann. 
While this is a public friendly viewing 

opportunity, the painting will be limited 
to this group. 

The winning bidder of the original 
watercolor painting by the late JoAnne 
Hauser Warren will be announced 
during the awards ceremony at the end 
of the event.

The Great Draw Street Art 
Competition is sponsored by Premier 
Bank, L. May Eatery, The Fenelon Place 
Elevator and Holiday Inn, Downtown 
Dubuque, with additional support 
by Dubuque Senior, Hempstead, 
and Wahlert High Schools. For more 
information, visit TheGreatDraw.com.

“do you see what eye see”
exhibition and performance
sunday, september 13 @ 7 pm 
@ galena center for the arts (galena, il)
friday, september 18 @ 7 pm 
@ the smokestack
friday, september 25 @ 11:30 pm 
@ the smokestack

Commercial Artists once roamed 
rural America painting full size mural 
type advertisements on barn roofs 
and walls. Commodities produced by 
Midwest farmers before World War 
II were primarily transported by rail. 
Historians suggest the scribbling/
marking Hobos left on freight cars is the 
origin of what we today call graffiti. “Do 
You See What Eye See” is a montage of 
photos of freight car graffiti, 5 panels 
accompanied by a soundtrack.

An exhibition/performance will occur 
at the Galena Center for the Arts on 
Sunday, September 13 at 7 PM. Further 
westward, a performance is scheduled 
at The Smokestack (7th and White St) on 
Friday, September 18 at 7 PM with David 

Earl (tuba) and Keith Lienert (percussion) 
and Friday, September 25 at 11:30 PM 
hightlighting Hip-Hop Culture.

“Las Calles Hablan” will be screened 
at the Galena Center for the Arts. It is a 
feature length documentary film about 
street art in Barcelona. Until now there 
hasn’t been a definitive film made in 
Barcelona which explores the history, 
motivation, politics and the numerous 
characters involved in the street art scene.

Both of these events compliment 
the schedule of Voices from the 
Warehouse District. For information 
on the Galena Center for the Arts, visit 
GalenaCenterfortheArts.com. For 
information on The Smokestack, visit 
SmokestackDBQ.com.
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doubt, a parable
september 25–26 and october 2–3 @7:30 pm
sunday, september 27 @ 2 pm
grand opera house

The action takes place in 1964 at St. Nicholas School 
in the Bronx. A charismatic and progressive priest, Father 
Flynn, is in favor of reforms to the school’s traditional 
strict practices, which are fiercely guarded by the school’s 
principal, Sister Aloysius. Sister James, a young and 
hopeful teacher, shares with Sister Aloysius her suspicion 
that Father Flynn is paying too much, and possibly 
inappropriate, personal attention to Donald Muller, the 
school’s first African American student. Sister Aloysius 
sets off on a personal crusade to unearth the truth and 
expunge the Priest for the parish and the school.

Doubt will be directed by Carol Blitgen, BVM, Ph.D. The 
cast includes Joe Klinebriel as Father Flynn, Lara Dohner 
as Sister Aloysius, Valerie Heitzman as Sister James and 
Lindsey Reiter as Mrs. Muller.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $12 for those 
younger than 18. Tickets can be purchased 
through the Grand Opera House box office, 135 W. 
Eighth St.; by calling 563-588-1305; or by visiting 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com. The Box Office is open 
Monday–Friday from Noon–4 PM. For more information, 
visit TheGrandOperaHouse.com or call 563-588-1305.

dubuQue chorale: songfest 2015
saturday, september 26 @ 7:30 pm
university of dubuQue heritage center

The Dubuque Chorale will be sharing the stage for an 
evening featuring many of the choral groups in the area, 
In addition to the Chorale and Cadenza, performances 
will be given by the Julien Chamber Choir, Music Men of 
Dubuque, the collegiate choirs from Clarke University, 

Emmaus Bible College Loras College, University of 
Dubuque, and the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the 
Heritage Center box office 563-585-7469 of online at 
DBQ.edu/heritagecenter.

a charlie brown christmas auditions
sunday, october 4 @ 1–3 pm
monday, october 5 @ 7–9 pm
tuesday, october 6 @ 7–9 pm

The familiar holiday cartoon favorite comes to life. 
The production will be performed by adults playing 
children. The performance dates are November 27–29 and 
December 4–6. The show is directed by Melissa McGuire.

Auditions are open to performers 16 and up. Actors 
must look and have the ability to play youthful. Roles 
available: Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, Frieda, 
Schroeder, Violet, Sally, Patty and Shermy.

Actors wishing to audition but are unavailable to 
arrive at the start of the audition time should call the 
Grand Opera House business office at 563-588-4356 to 

give an approximate arrival time. Actors should prepare 
32 bars of a musical theatre or Christmas song that best 
shows their range. Bring sheet music, an accompanist 
will be provided.

Actors will also be asked to read from the script. 
Perusal copies of the script are available at the Grand 
Opera House. Sides can also be emailed upon request by 
contacting Executive and Artistic Director, Frank McClain 
at director@thegrandoperahouse.com.

For more information, call the Business Office at 
563-588-4356 or visit TheGrandOperaHouse.com.

kids take the stage
bell tower theater

The Bell Tower Theater is pleased to announce the 
continuation of our award-winning Kids Take the Stage 
Youth Theater classes this fall. Kids from kindergarten 
through 8th grade can get into the act with all new activities. 
Artistic Director Sue Riedel will be joined by music teacher 
and director Sue Flogel to teach five different six-week-
long classes. Aspiring actors and actresses (or kids who 
just want to have fun) are invited to enter the magical world 
of theater. This program is supported in part by the City 
of Dubuque, Black Hills Energy, Kiwanis Club of Dubuque, 
Wal-Mart Foundation and the Dubuque Area Retired 
School Professionals Association.

Class series include: “Let’s Pretend” for K–1 grade 
(Mondays 4–5 PM or 5:15–6:15 PM, October 12 to 
November 16), “Creative Theatrics” for 2–3 grades 

(Wednesdays 4–5 PM or 5:15–6:15 PM, October 14 to 
November 18), “Musical Theater 101” for 3–5 grades 
(Fridays 4–5:30 PM, October 16 to November 20), 
“Acting” for 4–6 grades (Thursdays 4:30–5:30 PM, 
October 15 to November 19) and “Musical Theater 201” 
for 6–8 grades (Tuesdays 3:30–5 PM, October 13 to 
November 17). Classes are limited to about 20 students 
each and are taught by Sue Reidel, Sue Floegel and Eval 
Heil. The cost for each session ranges from $60–$80.

Classes are held in the classroom and on the stage at 
the Bell Tower Theater, 2728 Asbury Road in Dubuque. 
Financial assistance scholarships are available for 
qualified families. Deadline for enrollment is October 1.

For more information, call The Bell Tower Theater at 
563-588-3377 or visit BellTowerTheater.net.
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team of dreams special events

team of dreams celebrity dinner (sold out)
friday, september 18, 7 pm
mystique casino

celebrity benefit game
saturday, september 19
9:30 am @ field of dreams movie site
Gates open at 6:30 AM. Tickets range from $25–$40 Children are 
just $5. Shuttle service from Dyersville beckman High School.

ghost players / live entertainment
saturday, september 19
11:30 am @ field of dreams movie site
Ghost Players entertain the audience with their on-field comedy 
routines. live music and other attractions.

team of dreams autograph & collectible show
saturday, september 19
noon @ field of dreams movie site
players will be available for autographs and photos on a 
rotating schedule from noon–3 pm. Autographs and photo 
reservations can be made directly with mAb Celebrity Services at 
mab-celebrity.com/team-of-dreams-2015 or can be made at 
the game. 

special gaming events  
at mystiQue casino

team of dreams poker classic
saturday, september 19
8 pm @ mystique casino
Take out one of the Team of Dreams heroes in this Texas Hold ’em 
Poker tournament and earn the game-worn jersey from the Team 
of Dreams event right off their back—personally autographed on 
the spot! Expected prize pool of $25,000! $550 buy in.

team of dreams blackjack classic
saturday, september 19, 3 pm
mystique casino
More than 125 qualifiers will compete Saturday for a $10,000 
prize pool in Mystique's Fall Classic Blackjack Tournament. In 
addition to the prize money awarded, the winner will receive the 
hosting legend's Team of Dreams game-worn jersey—personally 
autographed on the spot!

team of dreams slot invitational
saturday, september 19, 4 pm
mystique casino
More than 125 qualifiers will compete Saturday for a $10,000 
prize pool in Mystique's Slot Invitational Tournament. In addition 
to the $5,000 first place prize, the winner will earn the game-
worn jersey from the Team of Dreams event right off the hosting 
legend's back—personally autographed on the spot!

team of dreams
celebrity benefit game
saturday, september 19 @ 9:30 am
field of dreams (dyersville, ia)

Mystique Casino is bringing back the amazing Team 
of Dreams event for 2015, presented by American Trust 
& Savings Bank. The baseball themed weekend features 
such returning legendary players as Pete Rose, Reggie 
Jackson, Johnny Bench, Wade Boggs, and Doc Gooden. 
Additional legends added to the roster this year include 
Robin Yount, Andre Dawson, Carlton Fisk, Steve Carlton, 
Mike Boddicker, Jose Canseco, Rollie Fingers, Brooks 
Robinson and more. Additionally, Dwier Brown, who 
played John Kinsella in the classic film, Field of Dreams, 
will return to the field that made him famous once 
again on Saturday. Brown has written a book about his 
experiences making the landmark film.

The weekend features a packed line-up of events and 
appearances by the legendary players. Fans of all ages 
will have a unique opportunity to relive their glory years, 
hear their stories, enjoy a special weekend with loved 
ones. The Celebrity Dinner on Friday night is already 
sold out, so we won’t taunt you with those details, but 
there are still tickets remaining for Saturday’s game 
in the 1st and 3rd base grandstands as well as General 
Admission. Tickets range from $25 - $40, but apparently 
procrastinating pays off because there is now a discount 
ticket code you can use to get $5 off the price of your 
ticket to the game. Use the code “5OFFTOD” when you 
visit the Mystique Casio, call them at 563-582-3547 or 
go online to teamofdreamsdbq.com to get your tickets. 
And get this, the little ones under 12 can get their 
General Admission ticket for just $5. So there’s a great 
and very affordable way to take the kids or grand kids 
out to to see the legends of the game in person.

A few VIP parking spots at the field are still available 
for purchase, but most ticket holders will be directed 
to nearby satellite parking areas at Dyersville Beckman 
High School and TOMY Toys and then shuttled to/from 
the Field of Dreams Movie Site. Shuttle service will start 
at 6:30 AM Saturday morning.

Yes, the gates open as early as 6:30 a.m. at the Field 
of Dreams. The pre-game ceremonies will begin at 9:30 
a.m. The Team of Dreams will emerge from the cornfield, 
some of them mic’d up for the game. The Dyersville 
American Legion Color Guard will take the field for the 
National Anthem and then the game starts at about 10 
a.m., filled with fun and antics from true legends from 
the sport of baseball.

After the game, about 11:30 a.m. the famous Ghost 
Players will entertain the audience with their on-field 
comedy routines, and invite kids onto the field to 
play catch, run the bases, and participate in some 
additional fun activities. Starting at noon, the legends 

will be signing autographs for the fans who made it to 
the game as part of the Team of Dreams Autograph 
& Collectible Show. Live music by Greg Jennings and 
other attractions will also be available during the signing 
sessions until 3 PM.

“The response to the first event was overwhelming,” 
said Jesus Aviles, President & CEO at Mystique. “Seeing 
generations of families share in the joy of that day was 
just a wonderful experience,” he added. “We could not 
be more excited and honored to be able to bring these 
baseball heroes together again.”

“Mystiques mission is to serve the community and 
contribute to both the city budget as well as non-
profit organizations throughout the area,” explains 
Tony Wernke, Marketing Manager for Mystique Casino. 
“We also serve to promote regional tourism, and this 
event will help all three of those goals, specifically 
benefitting the Tri-State Independent Blind Society, 
whose mission is to help the visually impaired improve 
their independence and quality of life. The organization 
is currently in need of major funding to repair 
deteriorating building and retaining structures on its 
property. Mystique Casino anticipates being able to 
contribute about $25,000 to that effort thanks to the 
Team of Dreams weekend.”

“We are proud to partner with Mystique Casino to 
present Team of Dreams 2015,” added Nick Schrup, 
President & CEO of American Trust. “It’s truly an honor 
to play a part in enabling the visually impaired to enjoy 
the quality of life they deserve.” 

We’d say this is a once in a lifetime opportunity, but 
thanks the Mystique Casino and American Trust, this 
is now a twice in a lifetime opportunity to meet your 
heroes in person and see them take the field one more 
time. Don’t miss this chance to share those memories 
with your family, whether it be your dads or your kids. 
It’s going to be one for the books. n
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the medicine band: it was a beautiful country
september 11–12 @ 7 pm
e.b. lyons interpretive center
The two night event on September 11 & 12 features stories of 
native America, along with an environmental message that 
relates to all people today. As one spectator described a past 
performance of this show. “I just wanted to thank you for your 
wonderful performance of the blackhawk rock opera. I was moved 
beyond words-happy, sad, disgusted, proud, and yes hopeful. 
You brought our history alive. The music was beautiful and it 
transcended a basic concert, I felt like I was part of this essential 
story. You have a gift for writing and performing as well as 
connecting with people in a thoughtful manner.” bring a blanket 
or lawnchair and enjoy a musical concert transcending history. 
Andrew Houy will be opening the show at 7 p.m each night. Sorry, 
no carry-ins. This year’s show is made possible through an arts 
and cultural grant from mediacom and loras College.

hike to help refugees
saturday, september 19 @ noon–2 pm
start at loras college christ the king chapel
Touch base at University of Dubuque (Blades Chapel) and end at 
Clarke University (Atrium) on the hike to help Refugees. 
Cosponsored with Iowa United Nations Association (IUNA), all 
proceeds raised go to the u.n. High Commissioner for refugees 
(UNHCR), which helps provide refugees with life sustaining tools. 
visit DbqDayofPeace.org for pledge forms and more information.

this is how we bbQ in dbQ
saturday, september 19 @ 2–6 pm
clarke university kehl center
This community barbeque is an event where residents can bond 
and engage with different cultures through free food catered 
from a variety of local vendors. A live DJ will play family-friendly 
music. Activities include milk bottle knockdown, pop bottle ring 
toss, football tire toss, small putting green, half court shot, and 
bean bags. Sponsored by Clarke university, Dubuque branch 
nAACp, Dubuque Community Foundation, the Dubuque Human 
rights Commission, Dubuque Independent Football league, the 
Dubuque police Department and Auxiliary police and The Jule. 
Attendees may ride the Jule to and from these events on Saturday, 
September 19 with special event tickets. See DbqDayofPeace.org 
for details. To register for 3-on-3 basketball tournaments go to 
bbqinDbq.org/bbq-events-2 by September 17 at 5 pm. register 
no later than September 17.

dr. reese halter: climate change and peace
monday, september 21 @ 7–8:30 pm
loras college alumni campus center ballroom
Dr. Reese Halter is an award-winning conservation communicator: 
voice for ecology, distinguished conservation biologist, 
broadcaster, public speaker, best-selling author, and syndicated 
writer. He knew from the time he was a child that he wanted to be 
an earth Doctor and has university degrees in physical Geography, 
Forest Resources and a PhD in eco-stress tree physiology from 
The University of Melbourne Australia. In the 1980s, Dr. Reese 
founded Global Forest Science, a conservation institute. Through 
Global Forest Science, he has built an international reputation for 
initiating meaningful research designed to protect natural 
resources for future generations. Dr. reese visits schools and 
encourages children around the globe to embrace conservation, 
science exploration, and learning.

concert for refugee children
tuesday, september 29 @ 6 pm
voices gallery (10th & Jackson st)
Join this family friendly event to raise funds, awareness and 
solutions for issues faced by child immigrants from Central America 
now living in the Tri-State Area. All proceeds go toward for Dubuque 
for refugee Children, which helps with the medical, educational, 
and legal expenses of these brave children. Suggested donation 
$10. This event won a 2015 365ink Impact Award! 

more free day of peace public events
white water canyon hike
saturday, september 12 @ 2 pm
meet at camp st beside hy-vee on locust st

“eyes wide open—war” digital digital exhibit of 
barbra ilten’s photography 
september 13–26
carnegie-stout library

banfield bridge hike
saturday, september 19 @ 2 pm 

meet at 22nd/Jackson st
banfield bridge area in wisconsin

historic district coffee house
saturday, september 19 @ 7–9:30 pm
unitarian universalist (1699 iowa st)

peace of my mind: portraits of peacemakers display 
september 21–25 
loras college campus center & library

iuna association  
panel discussion on climate disruption and the un
tuesday, september 22 @ 7–9 pm
university of dubuque blades hall

sierra club white pines group film: ”angel azul”
tuesday, september 22 @ 7:30 pm
swiss valley nature center

“scarred lands, wounded lives” documentary
wednesday, september 23 @ 6 pm
ud myers teaching & admin. center, rm. 146

video talks by dr leyla acaroglu
wednesday, september 23 @ 6:30 pm
unitarian universalist (1699 iowa st)

veterans for peace speakers:  
colleen rowley and ray mcgovern
thursday, september 24 @ 6 pm
university of dubuque blades hall

Journey to freedom: a walk through human trafficking
opening keynote by dr. teresa downing-matibag, ex. 
dir., iowa’s network against human trafficking coalition
friday, september 25 @ 7 pm
exhibit through monday, october 5
roshek building lobby

shawondasse—massey station hike
saturday, september 26 @ 2 pm
meet at camp st beside locust hy-vee

league of united latin american citizens picnic 
sunday, september 27 @ noon–2 pm
murphy park

march to ud from clarke, loras, wartburg,  
and grandview overpass
sunday, september 27 @ 2:30 pm
gather at university of dubuque blades chapel
then speaker dr. Jeremy brigham “guns create a climate of fear”
university of dubuque blades chapel

feature story 

international day of peace
Since its 1981 inception, the Peace Day has marked humanity’s personal and planetary 
progress toward peace. The celebration has grown to include millions of people 
in all parts of the world. Dubuque celebrates it’s sixth year of participating on the 
International Day of Peace with a host of varied events, all tied to the this year’s focal 
issue which is climate disruption’s impact on Social Inequity, global justice and the 
pursuit of peace in anticipation of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in 
Paris in early December. Following are many opportunities for you to take part or visit 
DBQDayOfPeace.org for the complete calendar and resources. n
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opening reception
saturday, september 12 @ 7 pm–midnight
Don’t miss the premier event of the year—the 
opening of voices 11! experience the fantastic 
exhibit, relax with a drink from the Speakeasy 
and chat with the exhibiting artists. live 
music from Almost Classy 10 pm–midnight. 
Admission is $10.

artist walk around
sunday, september 13 @ 11 am–2 pm
voices artists will be on hand to discuss their 
work in a casual and informal walk-around. 
Guest speaker Steve Grody, author of Graffiti 
l.A.: Street Styles and Art will discuss the 
evolution of street art and the impact it has on 
a community. Free.

phenom
friday, september 18 @ 6 pm
music and dance on the main stage. Influenced 
by legendary artists like rakim, nas, Common, 
black Thought of the legendary roots, & bob 
marley; pHenOm is set to become a legendary 
artist as well. His passion immediately ignites 
audiences with a fire of a stage presence of 
something never before in HIP-HOP. Free.

art slam
saturday, september 19 @ 7 pm
A live, timed painting competition that sets 
teams of artists in the spotlight. mFA students 
and professional artists will compete for two 
$1500 prizes. Additionally, the popular vote 
will be recognized. Be sure to bring your dollars 
to cast your votes and stay for the music of 
Driftless Sisters in the Speakeasy! Sponsored 
by premier bank. Free.

drum workshop
sunday, september 20 @ 10 am–3 pm
A unique and inspiring workshop with Djembe 
and Dunun drums. no experience required and 
all levels are welcome. Advanced players will be 
challenged! Drums are provided and a potluck 
lunch will be shared. register at 563-599-2823 or 
at colleenHelgerson@aol.com. Admission is $75.

morning in iowa presentation
sunday, september 20
reception @ 4:30–5:30 pm
presentation @ 6 pm
Incidental music to a narrative poem by 
robert nathan for clarinet, accordion, guitar, 
double bass and percussion, featuring 
Corey mackey, principal clarinetist for the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra and professor 
at University of Wisconsin-Platteville and 
narrator Frank mcClain, executive and 
Artistic Director of the Grand Opera House 
in Dubuque. The work embodies images of 
timeless and contemporary works of art, 
provided by the Dubuque museum of Art. The 
pre-concert reception with Corey Mackey and 
other musicians includes Iowa-made beer and 
wine and appetizers made with locally-grown 
ingredients. Tickets available at the Grand box 
Office. reception is $15 and presentation is free.

voices of the ancestors
tuesday, september 22 @ 6:30–8:30 pm
Ancestral wisdom through the voices 
and traditions of the ancestors—learn 
chants and experience a journey to 
your own internal ancestral knowledge. 
register at 563-599-2823 or at 
colleenHelgerson@aol.com. Admission is $30.

live music: p.s. k.i.s.s.  
with amy dolan & dave richter
wednesday, september 23 @ 7–10 pm
pipes and Strings: keeping it Simple, Stupid. 
The sultry sounds of Amy Dolan and Dave 
richter in the Speakeasy. Free

live music: the ruby blonde band
thursday, september 24 @ 8 pm
Dirty, bluesy, soulful, Americana. lexi parr 
possesses soul beyond her years, and with the 
diverse backing of her congregation The ruby 
blonde band, brings her own special brand 
of rock n roll to the hungry listener. born in 
the midwest, and rooted in the blues of the 
mississippi, lexi evokes shades of ella, thunders 
like Janis, and is a 100 proof original star. Free.

the streets of Jdiff
friday, september 25 @ 6:30 pm
The Julien Dubuque International Film Festival 
(JDIFF) presents “Style Wars”, a documentary 
that exposes the rich growing subculture of 
hip-hop that was developing in New York City 
in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, specifically 
focusing on graffiti art and breakdancing. 
Proceeds benefit the JDIFF, a non-for-profit 
organization. Admission is $20.

burning man—a night on the playa
saturday, september 26 @ 7 pm
Join us for A night on the playa, a burning man 
inspired evening of magic and mischief! burners 
from around the midwest will converge on the 
voices warehouse to mingle, dance, share playa 
stories, and bring you into the crazy, dusty world 
of burning man. Free.

emergence of spirit: burlesque
sunday, september 27 @ 7 pm
Check your inhibitions at the door and join us 
for an evening of spectacle and style at this 
year’s emergence of Spirit: burleSQue! For 
its fifth consecutive year, EoS will bedazzle 
and thrill its audience with burlesque themed 
performances and idiosyncratic fashion stylings 
featuring the talents of local and regional artists, 
designers, and models. purchase tickets at 
emergenceofSpirit.wix.com/emergenceofSpirit 
until September 17. Tickets also available at a 
number of local stores and from emergence of 
Spirit members. Tickets $15 in advance and $20 
at the door.

dubuque for refugee children 
fundraiser
tuesday, september 29 @ 6 pm
Join this family friendly event to raise funds 
and awareness and solutions for issues faced 
by new immigrants from Central America in 
Dubuque. Free

fall into art
friday, october 2 @ 5–10 pm
Dubuque main Street’s Fall Into Art Gallery 
Tour is a two-day gallery tour through the 
downtown cultural corridor. Hop on the trolley 
to visit voices and the other galleries. be sure 
to end your tour at voices for the closing party 
with the live music in the Speakeasy from 
7–11 pm. Stop back on Saturday, October 3 for 
your last view of voices! Free.

gallery hours
saturdays & sundays through september  
@ noon–4 pm

voices from the warehouse district 11: streets
september 12–october 2
opening reception: saturday, september 12 @ 7 pm
by mike ironside

voices event calendar

 Photos by Ron Tigges—Digital Dubuque and Gene Tully

Voices, arguably Dubuque’s largest annual art event 
of the year both in scale and impact, returns to the raw 
15,000 square foot warehouse space in the rapidly-
evolving Millwork District with Streets, a large-scale 
exhibit and series of special events.

Embracing the rough nature, sheer size of the gallery 
space and the industrial history of the District, the Voices 
team sought artists that would be inspired by the space and 
utilize the scale as part of their artistic expression. Rather 
than invite artists to send completed work, they invited 
artists to create in the space itself, working on stretched 
canvas that covers the walls of the enormous space.

“We’ve been able to generate a vibe here,” says Gene 
Tully, Voices founder. “When these artists come in and 
they experience the Midwestern hospitality, the utilization 
of resources and the willingness to support them in any 
way we can, including accommodations and meals, boat 
rides, excellent substrates on which to work, materials—of 
the six artists, at least four, perhaps five who said, ‘That’s 
my best work, ever. I’m so proud of it. This is what I want 

to say to the world.’” Artists who visited for one day to 
create their work, not planning on coming back for the 
opening, changed their minds after a single day’s visit.

In addition to an amazing artistic display, the space 
will also host a series of events through the remainder of 
September, celebrating arts of many kinds.

“Opening Night will be a great celebration,” states 
Tully. “For opening night and the theme of ‘Streets’ and 
for any night here, it’s great to see people that will step 
up and dress out. Regardless, whether it’s cosplay, street 
wear, or just dressed to the tens (that’s one up from 
dressed to the nines!) Yeah, people! Come down and be 
a part of the show—your presence, your personality, your 
interaction, your ideas. That’s why this team works so 
diligently. That’s our gratification.”

The Voices Gallery is in the Wilmac Warehouse 
building on 10th Street between Jackson and Elm. 
Admission for opening night is $10. A cash bar will be 
available in the Speakeasy corner of the Voices Gallery. 
For more information, visit voicesgallery.org. n
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dubuQue ink & art expo
presented by ink tattoo studio and dubuQue tattoo club
friday, september 25 @ 4-10 pm
saturday, september 26 @ 11 am-10 pm
sunday, september 27 @ 11 am-6 pm
grand river center

Tattoo and art enthusiasts will converge at the Grand 
River Center in the Port of Dubuque for the third annual 
Dubuque Ink & Art Expo, the weekend of September 
25–27. The convention and exhibition will feature a 
variety of talented tattoo artists, daily tattoo contests, 
an exhibition of artwork, entertainment, and an auction 
of artwork with the proceeds benefiting the Dubuque 
Area Art Collective.

To learn more about this year’s gathering, 365 checked 
in with Dubuque Ink & Art Expo founders and organizers 
Mark Weiland of Ink Tattoo Studio and Greg Howell of 
Dubuque Tattoo Club to learn more about this year’s Expo.

Most notable might be a new partnership with 
the Dubuque Area Art Collective. While the Ink & Art 
Expo has always designated a particular nonprofit 
organization as the beneficiary of any proceeds of the 
convention, partnering with DAAC works to further the 
goals of both organizations.

“They’re a nonprofit organization and they do art and 
we want to focus on art so it just makes sense to team 
up with those guys,” explains Weiland. “They can have 
activities for people who aren’t getting tattooed, that are 
too young to get tattooed.”

The Dubuque Area Art Collective will work with 
the Ink & Art Expo to solicit artwork from area artists 
to display in the Expo’s art gallery. Though the Expo 
has always solicited artwork for the exhibit that is not 
necessarily tattoo related, Howell and Weiland hope 
that working with the DAAC will expand the circle of 
exhibiting artists. Submissions are still open through 
mid-September for any artists interested in exhibiting 
work. (Details at DBQInkAndArtExpo.com.)

“We’re also doing a pinup contest this year,” continues 
Weiland. “It’s kind of a new thing. We figured we’d tie that 
in. Other tattoo conventions do that and then it’s also big 
in this area with the Retro Rewind and things like that so 
we figured that would be a cool thing to do.”

While open spots for the pinup contest were 
limited as of press time, potential pinup girls can 
register for the contest through the Ink & Art Facebook 
page or a page created specifically for the contest at 
Facebook.com/DBQIAPinUP. The pinup contest will 
offer cash prizes and gift certificates to Abernathy’s 
vintage clothing in Davenport.

The Expo will host about 30 guest tattoo artists this 
year, both regionally and nationally known including Halo 
from Black Lotus Studio of Hanover, Maryland. Halo was 
featured on season 4 of Spike TV’s Ink Master reality TV 

tattoo competition. “(Halo) is our celebrity tattoo artist,” 
notes Howell. “He was here the first year but he wasn’t 
on Ink Master yet. So he’s coming back this year with 
that little bit of fame behind him.”

All featured guest artists are listed on the Ink and 
Art Expo web site with links to individual studios so fans 
can make appointments in advance if they would like to 
get tattooed at the Expo. While some artists might have 
time to accept walk-ins, it’s recommended to set up an 
appointment in advance.

Other popular features of the Expo will return this year 
including the glass-blowing demonstration, the 7 Sins 
Sideshow (with a whole new act!) and a variety of tattoo 
contests including Tattoo of the Day (created onsite), 
Color (in sizes small to extra large), Black and Gray (in 
sizes small to extra large), Traditional, Photo Realism, Best 
in Show, and for a bit of balance, Worst Tattoo.

“We’ll do worst tattoo again. That’s usually pretty 
popular,” notes Weiland. “If they have a crappy tattoo 
that they want covered up, bring it down, enter it in the 
contest. They could win.” Weiland gave last year’s Worst 
Tattoo winner an extensive cover-up tattoo. It should 
be noted that other than the Tattoo of the Day, other 
contest categories are open to previously existing work. 
(Click the Events tab at DBQInkAndArtExpo.com for 
days, times, and details.)

Admitting that organizing and implementing a tattoo 
convention on this scale is a work in progress, Howell 
and Weiland are learning from the experience and 
working to make each year better and more efficient. It 
seems to be working as attendance at last year’s Expo 
outpaced the inaugural event with many guest artists 
and attendees returning last year. “All the artists in the 
past have been really excited about the location,” relates 
Weiland about hosting the Expo in Dubuque’s Grand 
River Center, adjacent to the Riverwalk and the Art on 
the River public sculpture display. “Everybody loves the 
Riverwalk,” adds Howell. “They go out and they see the 
area and they just talk a lot about it.”

The proximity of the Grand River Center from 
Dubuque’s Main Street entertainment area is a bonus for 
Expo artists and attendees who can take advantage of 
nightlife in the evenings after the each day. The Lift will 
serve as the official Expo after party with live music on 
Friday and Saturday nights.

While the Ink & Art Expo obviously appeals to tattoo 
enthusiasts, Howell and Weiland ultimately hope to 
draw a wider audience interested in art and expression. 

“We want it as inclusive as possible,” explains Weiland. 
“We’re still trying to draw in people and let them know 
that tattooing is an art. I think the more acceptable it 
becomes in our city and in society as a whole, the more 
people are going to see that it is an art form. So every 
year we try to bring more art to the gallery. Teaming up 
with the DAAC this year, I think that that’s going to help.”

A lot has changed locally in the past six years since 
tattoo studios became legal in Dubuque. In fact, it’s hard 
to imagine a time when that was not the case. “I think with 
our community growing and the (popularity of) tattoos 
growing here that it’s becoming more acceptable and 
people are cool with it,” Weiland speculates. “Hopefully, 
employers are becoming more accepting of it. That’s 
always the goal. I know that I’ve been tattooing more 
and more police and sheriffs. It seems like as soon as you 
tattoo one of those guys, the next day or the day after 
their buddy’s in setting up an appointment for a tattoo.”

“I think it also has helped, just us putting on the 
show and then people starting to see the TV shows to 
realize the difference in a quality tattoo as opposed to 
a crappy jailhouse tattoo,” Howell adds. “Because there 
are a couple shops in town that are gone now that I don’t 
think should have been in business in the first place—my 
personal opinion—but I think that people realized there’s 
a difference in quality and they’re gone now because of 
that. And the rest of us are doing great. We’re busy as 
hell and kickin’ ass.”

As the local scene develops in the context of a 
broader acceptance and understanding of skin art in 
American culture, it seems tattoo enthusiast have come 
to understand that not only are all tattoos not created 
equal but that individual artists specialize in particular 
styles. People become walking art galleries, curating 
their own collection of work by their favorite artists.

“It’s really rewarding for us as artists that people come 
to us and say, ‘Hey, I want this tattoo from you. I really 
want you to do it,’” notes Weiland. “And they’ll wait a 
month or two to get tattooed by us. That’s really sweet.” n
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dubuQue rotary club’s second annual ride & roll for vets
saturday, september 26 @ 11 am–8 pm
port of dubuQue

The Second Annual Dubuque Rotary Ride & Roll 
continues on the success of the first year with a bigger 
better event for 2016. This year the event moves to the 
Port of Dubuque on September 26 from 11 AM–8 PM, 
sponsored by the Diamond Jo Casino.

“This event has gained so much momentum from 
one year to the next, but it is easy to get support for 
the veterans after they have done so much for us,” 
states Steve Geisz, President of the Rotary Club of 
Dubuque. “Our community is just awesome the way 
they step forward and support events like these. From 
multiple motorcycle and car clubs to local businesses, 
they do what they can. This year’s event has added the 
motorcycle ride and several pieces of entertainment to 
keep the crowd interested, not to mention all of the Port 
of Dubuque attractions to visit”.

It is call a Ride & Roll, so let’s talk Ride! The route 
will start at the Port of Dubuque and include stops 
at Trackside in Peosta, The Bent Rim in Cascade and 
Off Shore in Bellevue before returning to the Port of 
Dubuque for some serious fun and great rock and roll. 
Ride registration is $10 and kickstands are up at noon.

Never fear non-bikers, the FREE fun will be rolling 
all day long at the Port, even when the ride is away 
including musical performances by the Dubuque Fire 
Pipes & Drum Corps as well as the Americana Band from 
11 AM–12:30 PM. Steppin’ Up DJ follows from 12:30–
4:30 PM while the crowd takes in a bean bag tournament 
and, oh baby… a Backyard BBQ Cook-Off open to all 
amateurs, and it is only $25 to get in. Cash prizes will be 
awarded for best ribs and chicken! To register for the 
BBQ Cook-Off, call 563-213-0098. Pork sandwiches 
and chips will be donated by several area grocers and 
suppliers and will be given out with all donations.

We’re not done! There’s Roll to go along with that 
Ride. The Port of Dubuque event site will also host 
another Cruise-In Car Show featuring classic cars 
from across the tri-state area. Car owners wanting to 
participate should call 563-556-7020. Head down and 
check out a host of killer restored rides while you’re 
working off that BBQ. 

Once again this year, a $5 raffle ticket gets you a chance 
to win some seriously sweet swag including a $1000 cash 

prize, a fridge full of meat and beer, a 50″ flat screen TV, 
a Virginia Resort Vacation, Flexsteel Leather recliner, a 
Ladies Bulova Watch, golf packages with apparel, Keg and 
Karaoke party, gas grills and more. The raffle drawing will 
take place at 5 PM after the bikes return at 4 PM.

As the afternoon progresses we will end the evening 
from 5–8 PM with masters of hard rock, Johnny Trash. 
Watch these guys tear it up for a couple of big sets of 
70’s and 80’s era hard rock from AC/DC to KISS… and 
probably back to AC/DC. These guys were handmade for 
the motorcycle crowd.

Proceeds once again benefit the Veterans Freedom 
Center and Operation We Care. The center offers a 
place for these veterans to interact with fellow veterans, 
network together and enjoy the camaraderie that 
all have shared while proudly serving our country. 
Housed at the center, Operation We Care supports area 
veterans and their families that have needs whereby 
all other means of assistance is not available or have 
been exhausted including rent or mortgage assistance, 
transportation, utilities assistance, food and clothing. 

It also provides refurbished lift chairs, wheelchairs and 
walkers to the veterans and their families in need.

Al Rowell, one of the co-founders of the Veterans 
Freedom Center, can’t say enough great things about 
Ride & Roll and the support the center receives from 
the community. “It allows us to keep going… and it’s 
the only way we can keep going. They stand up for us 
unbelievably, and we put 100% of every dollar raised 
in to the center. These people are just so fantastic. It’s 
unreal. It means more to us than anyone could ever 
imagine.”

The big-time event is made possible by event 
sponsor, Diamond Jo Casino, and a host of great 
sponsors including: American Trust, Flexsteel Dubuque 
Operations, Dubuque Anesthesia Services P.C., Theisen’s, 
7G Distributing, Doland Jewelers, Crescent Electric, 
Thunder Hills Golf and Country Club, The Dubuque 
Advertiser, Radio Dubuque, Mr. Quix Printing, Mi-T-M, 
Silker’s Grocery, Conrad Seeding, Dirty Ernies, JET, 
Freestyle Concrete and Design, Hormel, Fareway, and of 
course 365ink. n



dubuQue oktoberfest 2015
saturday, september 19
a.y. mcdonald park
story by mike ironside 
photos by ron tigges—digital dubuQue

Oktoberfest gatherings are all about 
tradition, celebrating German heritage and 
culture whether in Munich or Dubuque. With a 
large ethnic German population, it should be 
no surprise then that Dubuque’s Oktoberfest 
has evolved from a startup festival to an 
annual tradition in just a half-dozen years. 
This year, the festival’s seventh, the event will 
be a combination of both old and new. All 
the features Dubuque residents of German 
heritage (and otherwise) have come to love 
about Oktoberfest—German food and music, 
a beer tasting, ethnic dancers, and traditional 
games return, along with some big changes 
and a few new features. Dubuque Oktoberfest 
2015 will be held Saturday, September 19 
from 11 AM to 8 PM at A.Y. McDonald Park. 
As always, the event is a fundraiser for Camp 
Albrecht Acres.

We sat down with Oktoberfest organizer 
Terry Mozena to learn more about this year’s 
festival and what changes we can expect, 
biggest of which is undoubtedly the move 
from the Alliant Amphitheater at the Star 

Brewery to A.Y. McDonald Park along the 
Mississippi River.

“This gives us a chance to spread out,” 
explains Mozena. “We were kind of feeling 
a little bit cramped down there (in the 
amphitheater) so we thought we would try 
some new activities and kind of make it a 
bigger event.”

While last year’s Oktoberfest “festspiele 
zelt” (festival tent) was the largest the open-
air event had ever had, this year’s tent will 
beat that by 100 feet. “We’re going to have 
a really big tent: 40 by 220,” notes Mozena. 
“This will be the biggest tent the guy’s 
ever put up.” The giant festival tent gives 
organizers and festivalgoers more room to 
spread out and ensures that Oktoberfest 
continues, rain or shine.

The larger event area allows the festival 
to add new activities like wiener dog races, a 
tug of war, and a beer barrel rolling obstacle 
course. Traditional Oktoberfest games, for 
which the festival has become known will 
return. One of the longest running and most 

popular is “Hammerschlagen.” A traditional 
Oktoberfest game, Hammerschlagen is 
played with hammers around a large stump 
or log placed on end. Two competitors take 
turns trying to hammer large nails into the 
stump using the narrow end of a cross peen 
hammer. The first one in, wins! While this 
might seem pretty straightforward, trust 
us: hitting a nail with the narrow end of the 
hammer is not easy, especially if you’ve 
participated in the bier tasting.

Also returning is the stein-holding 
contest or “Masskrugstemmen,” a contest 
that requires the competitors to hold heavy 
beer steins out in front of them for as long 
as possible—or at least until the competition 
succumbs to the forces of gravity. Once 
again, Oktoberfest will serve as the 
Masskrugstemmen Tri-State Championship 
in both the men’s and women’s divisions. 
Imagine … you could be the champion! All 
that standing around in bars with a pint in 
your hand could finally pay off.
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schedule of events

 8:00 AM Check-in starts for Color Vibe 5K

 10:00 AM Color Vibe 5K start

 11:00 AM Opening Ceremony 
Food and beverage sales begin 
Guttenberg German Band

 1:00 PM Marching in & Tapping of the keg

 1:30 PM UNI dancers, dance lessons

 2:00 PM UNI dancers show

 2:30 PM Madchen-Tanzgruppe Dance Troupe

 2:45 PM Wiener Dog Parade

 3:00 PM Wiener Dog Races

 3:30 PM Loras College German Band

 3:30 PM Bier Tasting (until 6:30 PM) 

 4:30 PM Stein Holding Contest

 5:15 PM Americana Band

 8:00 PM Festival Closes

“Crowd-wise, I think we were fine (at the 
amphitheater) but we could never go any further with 
some of these games,” explains Mozena. “We’re kind of 
trying to make it a traditional Oktoberfest and if you go 
back into the history of it, it was always feats of strength 
and bravery that were associated with (Oktoberfest). 
Obviously, we’re not going to be having an arrow-
catching contest or anything like that. And we wanted 
to do the wiener dog race. No dogs are allowed down 
on the Riverwalk or down at the Star Brewery, so A.Y. 
McDonald Park does allow dogs.”

The move to A.Y. McDonald Park also allows 
Oktoberfest to add complementary family-friendly 
features to the event. Potosi Brewery will bring their 
mobile bar, from which root beer floats will be served. 
Horse and carriage rides will be available along the path 
that meanders through the park—something that might 
be especially fun for kids. The festival is also adding 
other kid-friendly features like a bounce house and 
other inflatable rides by LT Amusements. The Senior 
High German Club will be doing face painting for kids. 
“We just kind of felt like we needed to kind of just 
stretch out and just see what things we could do if we 
had the space,” adds Mozena.

A relatively new, though returning feature of the 
event will take advantage of the move to A.Y. McDonald 
Park and the surrounding area by the River. The Color 
Vibe 5K run will also move from the Port of Dubuque to 
the area. Part fun run, part moving group performance 
art piece, the Color Vibe run will start at 10 AM at the 
former Bowling & Beyond parking lot, head down Kerper 
Boulevard, returning along the Riverwalk, through the 
festival grounds at A.Y. McDonald Park and ending back 
at the Bowling & Beyond parking lot, with volunteers 
pelting participants with powered color along the way. 
This year’s run promises to be bigger and better than 
ever. As of press time, 2,300 runners were registered.

The Color Vibe 5K run kicks off a full day of fun 
that includes German food, the ceremonial “Tapping 
of the Keg,” polka dance lessons, dance performances 
(including one by the new local Madchen-Tanzgruppe 
Dance Troupe), a wiener dog parade leading up to the 
aforementioned wiener dog races, games, and music 
by the Guttenberg German Band, the Loras College 
German Band, and the Americana Band. (See the 
schedule of events for times and details.)

Of course, one of the more popular features of the 
festival is the Oktoberfest Bier Tasting, which will run 
from 3:30 to 6:30 PM. Admission to the Bier Tasting 
($25 in advance, $30 at the gate) includes general 
admission to the festival and provides beer lovers 
with an opportunity taste a wide range of brews. As 
of our interview, 34 breweries or distributors were 
participating (there may be more by the event) 
including 7G Distributing, Back Pocket, Bent River, Big 
Grove, Big Sky, Boulevard, Blue Moon, Exile, Founders, 
Galena Brewing Co., Goose Island, Great River, Green 
Flash, Hofbräu München, Kalona Brewing, Lagunitas, 
Leinenkugel’s, Matthews Distributing, Millstream 
Brewing, New Belgium, Oskar Blues Brewery, Peace 
Tree, Potosi Brewing, Red Hook, Samuel Adams, 
Schlafly, Shiner, Shock Top, Stella Artois, Stiegl, Summit, 
Tallgrass, The Traveler Beer Co., and Widmer Brothers. 
Dubuque’s own SOBs (Society of Brewers) might even 
have a few choice homebrews to sample.

It all adds up to a great celebration of German 
heritage and culture, as well as a fundraiser for a great 
cause: Camp Albrecht Acres. Organized and implemented 
by an all volunteer crew, over the years, Oktoberfest has 
raised tens of thousands of dollars for Albrecht Acres, 
raising $27,000 for the camp last year alone. “We’re 
hoping to raise over $30,000 this year,” notes Mozena.

In celebrating German heritage, festival attendees 
are encouraged to wear traditional German or other 
Eastern European-style dress. Anyone wearing 
lederhosen or a dirndl dress gets into the festival for 
free. But if you don’t have lederhosen, don’t worry; you 
can still join the party.

“Come down!” urges Mozena. “If you’re Irish, come 
down. Everybody’s German on this day! It’s just like St. 
Patrick’s Day, (when) everybody’s Irish. Everybody’s 
German on this day. Here we are celebrating German 
and Slavic cultures but it’s for everybody.”

Admission to Dubuque’s Oktoberfest is just $5, 
with kids under 10 in free, or $30 for festival and bier 
tasting admission ($25 if purchase tickets in advance). 
Advanced tickets are available at all Premier Bank 
locations or through the HubMonkey smart phone 
app. Color Vibe 5K runners can register online. Links 
to more information and registration can be found on 
the Oktoberfest web site. For more information, visit 
DubuqueOktoberfest.org. n
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d-b-Q con
saturday, september 26 @ 10 am–5 pm
sunday, september 27 @ 10 am–3 pm
five flags civic center
by bryce parks

Sometimes the best way to make something happen 
is to provide reason and place for those who are 
passionate about that thing to show up and pitch in. 
Thus is the story of the first ever D-B-Q CON, comic, 
gaming, movie and entertainment-based fan convention.

Taking place Saturday and Sunday, September 
26–27 at Dubuque’s Five Flags Center, D-B-Q CON 
finally brings Dubuque its own excuse to get your geek 
on without having to take a long drive or buy a plane 
ticket. Sponsored by Mindframe Theaters and Comic 
World, D-B-Q CON is the brain child of John Ohnesorge, 
a Dubuque-based entertainment promoter who simply 
saw a local need and a great opportunity and went for it.

“I started my promotion company, Top Billing 
Entertainment, because I like music, and I have no 
musical talent. I like to go to shows and to be around the 
behind-the-scenes part of it, and that was the only way 
to do it without having any musical talent. That’s exactly 
why I did it—seriously.”

You might already know John from booking all of the 
shows at Eronel since new owner Jeremy Patrum took 
over in April. Though the shows there have thus far been 
focused on new hard rock acts (not on purpose), John 
swears he’ll book anything if he thinks it’s good and 
people will like it. He’s currently working on two country 
acts as well.

Now he jumps into something very different, injecting 
himself into the mystical world of costume play and 
wizard-level fanatical love of all things comic books, 
board games, video games, science fiction, movies and 
entertainment in general.

“I’m seeing Cons everywhere, and the popularity is 
off the charts, and I’m thinking, we’re a convenient hub 
between major metro areas,” recalls Ohnesorge. “What a 
great place for something like this to happen.”

John himself is a big science fiction fan but would 
not consider himself a diehard comic fan or one who’s 
immersed in the genres that you expect to see at a 
convention of this sort. He’s not a collector. But he enjoys 
the subculture and thinks Dubuque is ready for a home-
grown celebration of its own. And since deciding this 
might be something he can make happen, he’s been on a 
crash-course at Comic-Con university.

“I started over a year ago researching it,” begins 
Ohnesorge. “I researched the concept for over eight 
months before I even said I was going to do it. All my 
research online and through interviews with con-goers 
and organizers gave me a good idea of what’s involved. 
I’m going to be leaning on a lot of people for support.”

John’s goal with the first ever D-B-Q CON is simply 
that people walk away happy feeling like they got their 
money’s worth and had a unique experience.

“I know the first one is always the hardest one, so I 
just want to make sure there’s enough there to entertain 
people and that there’s some unique stuff, too. And I 
definitely got some unique stuff coming. Just today I 
had Master Ron Schmitt from the Dubuque Lightsaber 
Academy call me. He’s a black belt in karate and trains 
people how to use lightsabers. It’s very serious. He’s 
coming with a booth and signing people up for local 
lessons. There’s a replica Ghostbusters hearse, and I 
think I have a Delorean coming. So, I keep finding new 
and interesting things to add to the mix.”

Two actors from Smallville, Christopher Gauthier 
(Toyman) and Crystal Lowe (Vala), will be attending the 
Con, doing panel discussions and signing autographs at 
their booths. In fact, a number of the larger cosplay and 
special interest groups at the Con will be hosting panel 
discussions throughout the weekend. A schedule of those 
will be available a week or two in advance of the Con.

The band Psychostick will be the musical feature at the 
Con. These guys are both comic book artists AND a band. 
In their own words “We are a Comedy Metal/Hardcore 
band. It is significant.” That should be very interesting.

“We’ve got some major cosplayer groups coming 
to the show as well. Major! I have a group called the 
Mandelorian Mercs coming. They researched Boba Fett 
and made it into a whole thing based on his backstory 
within the Star Wars saga. And the Superhero Cosplayers 
will have a booth and do photos.” Expect some great fan 
service from some experienced “actors.”

“Every day there’s more and more artists signing up 
to participate in Artists Alley where they will display 
their original works. I think that’s going to be a very cool 
feature of the Con.”

Multiple comic book shops are coming as are tabletop 
gaming experts who will be organizing ongoing tabletop 
gaming tournaments throughout the two-day Con.

The Runde Theater (aka the Five Flags Theater) will 
show comic, gaming and superhero related movies and 
shows all day long, and those will all be very kid friendly.

Rich and Junnies Coin is setting up a mini arcade of 
classic standup video games inside D-B-Q CON. So, I 
guess you’ll want to bring 10 pounds of quarters.

Trigger Happy Tattoo will be doing comic-specific 
tattoos both days. Maybe it’s time you got that Yosemite 
Sam permanently emblazoned on your body?

There a charity group called Crush that does cosplay 
and donates money they raise to local food bank 
charities in the communities they visit.

For kids, there will be a superhero theme face painter. 
They will really get a kick out of all the cosplayers at the 
convention and enjoy getting their pictures taken with 
their heroes.

“My son is 7, and he can’t want for all of the superhero 
stuff,” adds Ohnesorge.

 Special Guest Christopher Gauthier  Special Guest Crystal Lowe



Dubuque365.coM ISSue #247 SepTember 10–SepTember 23, 2015 365ink Magazine FeATure STOrY  33

feature story 

Before the Con even gets started, Mindframe 
Theaters is going to host a double feature movie on 
Friday night with Batman and Superman leading up to 
CON day. Visit MindframeTheaters.com closer to the 
event for the showtimes.

On Saturday night, Eronel and Skinny Maginny’s 
(located on lower Main St in Dubuque) are doing a rival Bad 
Guy/Good Guy contest for cosplayers that sounds like a 
lot of fun after the Con closes for the day. And on Sunday 
night, there’s a wrap party for the event at Eronel, and the 
band Psychostick from D-B-Q CON will perform again. Best 
of all, that’s free for anyone that has a ticket to the Con.

Right up until the last minute, more things will 
continue to be more added to the roster, John assures 
us. Anything that continues to make the event better 
and better is welcome.

“Like I said, I’m leaning on a lot of people. I mean, I 
didn’t know what cosplay meant, but I’ve learned quickly.”

The biggest eye opener for Ohnesorge in this 
process is discovering exactly how serious people are 
about this subculture and the characters they love. They 
take it very personally.

“We will have a cosplay contest at D-B-Q CON. 
We have not announced details yet, but you have to 

be careful because people are so intense about it. A 
cosplay contest and a costume contest are not the same 
thing. We want to do it right.”

The first D-B-Q CON is very much a “stone soup” 
kind of undertaking. John has taken the risk and put 
together this wonderful event and venue to invite the 
huge population of cosplayers and fans of the genres 
to have their day in the sun right here in Dubuque. 
Now it’s time for those lovers of the art to pitch in and 
add their own ingredients to this stone soup to make it 
great. Whether it’s dressing up for the day, or getting a 
booth to display your own collection of memorabilia or 
promote your related businesses, or even just buying a 
ticket to support the idea as it puts down roots in our 
community, it’s all important and needed. This is your 
chance to help start something big in Dubuque so it can 
grow every year into the kind of event that will draw 
people from all around the Midwest and the country 
to make D-B-Q CON a highlight on their annual tour 
of Cons. Yes, people do follow Cons today like their 
parents followed the Grateful Dead around. If you have 
something that fits into the concept of D-B-Q CON 
that you think people would love to see, John would 
very much like to hear from you. Send him an e-mail at 
info@topbillingentertainment.com.

This is not just a collector or a gamer event; anyone 
who has interest in comics, sci-fi, games and the like is 
encouraged to come down, and they will be sure to find 
many things they’ll like when they’re there.

The event is open Saturday, September 26 
from 10 AM–5 PM and Sunday, September 27 from 
10 AM–3 PM. Admission is $10 per day or get a two-
day pass for $15. Children under 8 are free. Tickets and 
passes are available at Ticketmaster.com or at the door 
the day of the event.

For more information as the event nears, visit 
DBQCon.com. n

dubuQue does 
cosplay
by bryce parks

With the arrival of D-B-Q CON will come the first 
real non-Halloween excuse for lots of Dubuquers to 
dress up at their favorite pop-culture characters. It’s 
called cosplay, a mash-up of the words costume play, 
and it’s a performance art in which participants, called 
cosplayers, wear costumes and fashion accessories 
to represent a specific character from the world of 
comics, movies, cartoons, video games, TV and more. 
The rapid growth in the number of people cosplaying 
as a hobby since 1990 has made the phenomenon a 
significant aspect of popular culture in Japan as well 
as the Western world. Cosplay events are common 
features of fan conventions, and there are also 
dedicated conventions as well as social networks, 
websites and other media centered on cosplay 
activities and personalities. Cosplay even has its own 
celebrities!

It’s didn’t take a Con coming to Dubuque to local 
diehards to break out their alter egos. Cosplaying is 
already a big thing right here in Dubuque. Thanks 
to social media, the best and most prolific local 
cosplayers are not exactly hard to weed out, so we’ve 
pulled together a few of the best to talk about the 
hobby, or should we say, subculture.

 Continued on page 34

 Special Guests Justice Corps of Iowa

 Special Cosplay Guest Oki-Cospi 
Model and Costumer: Oki-Cospi 
Photographer: Amit Muntasir Photography
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Nick Meyers and Nick Johnson have been dressing up 
for quite a few years, often with groups of friends.

“I love movies,” professes Nick Meyers, “and when I 
started seeing people showing up at movie premiers and 
then Mindframe opened and totally promoted that kind 
of behavior, my brother and I started dressing up. First 
for midnight premiers, and then for every premier. We’ve 
done Batman, Avengers, Superman, Harry Potter and a 
lot more. We get a really good reaction, not just from the 
kids but from the parents, too.”

Their fun has a positive effect on everyone’s movie 
going experience.

“On premier night, we have people who show up just 
to see what we’re going to show up as,” says Nick Meyers.

Their love of cosplay started taking them to Cons a 
few years ago.

“I’ve done GenCon in Indianapolis for five or six 
years,” explains Nick Meyers. “It’s a gaming convention. 
We used to dress up as our favorite wrestlers from the 
video game Raw Deal and eventually they started having 
a costume contest. Eventually we started just going as 
more random characters.”

“I went as Dr. Horrible (from a famous web-only video 
series called Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog),” adds Nick 
Johnson, “and I ran into 2 or 3 other Dr. Horribles that day. 
None of us were quite the same. It’s about celebrating 
your love of the characters. It’s an escapism thing. You 
see a character that resonates with you in movies or TV or 
video games, and for a day, you can be them.”

Nicole Meyers and Nicole Welsh are local cosplayers, 
too, who got into the act more recently but have jumped 
in head first and are loving it. (And yes, we asked if your 
name had to be Nick or Nicole to do cosplay… they said 
“no,” but it makes quoting people in print a huge pain.)

“I started two years ago,” begins Nicole Meyers. “I’ve 
always loved dressing up, and my friend told me about 
cosplay at Comic-Con, and it seems perfect for me. I did 
it once, and I was hooked. Nicole [Welsh] started a year 
later and was asking on Facebook if anyone was going to 
Chicago Wizard World Con, and I said, ‘Yes, come with 
me.’ We hadn’t met in person before, so we got together 
at Panera.”

They’ve been a dynamic duo ever since.
“Before that I was just into making costumes and 

putting them together,” explains Welsh. “Unfortunately, 
Halloween is only once an year, and I was looking for 
other reasons to make costumes.”

She found it.
The pair go to events as much as they can now, more 

than 10 times a year by their count and growing.
“We’re actually sponsored now by a comic book shop, 

so they’re paying for our Cons,” Nicole Meyers shares. 
“The farthest we’ve gone so far is Richmond, Virginia, but 
I want to go to a London Comic Con in England so bad.”

One thing being an attractive female cosplayer will 
get you much faster than a goofy guy in costume is fans. 
The two Nicoles certainly qualify, and they have the 
social media power to prove it. They both currently have 
many thousands of Instagram followers watching their 
every move in the world of cosplay. Ms. Meyers will admit 
that most of her fans are guys, as her costumes tend to 
skew very heavily to the sexy side of the characters she 
represents. Nicole Welch’s Instagram page started as a 
fashion-based account and has grown to include both 
fashion and cosplay posts. She finds that the world of 
fashion design and cosplay are very intermingled, and 
her followers appreciate both.

“I want to be as close to my vision of that character as 
I can get it,” says Nicole Meyers with conviction. But that 
does not mean appearing exactly how the character looks 
in popular culture. “I like making things different. I don’t 

like dressing like everybody else. I want to make my own 
brand. We’re called Mod Dolls because we’re tattooed 
cosplayers. Some diehard and famous cosplayers have 
no tattoos to interfere with their costumes, but we’re 
more into alternative version of characters we love. I’m 
comfortable with my body. We want to show people it’s 
okay to cosplay however you look like. Whoever you are, 
you can be anything you want to be.”

The two Nicks touched on the very same idea. 
Everyone agrees that cosplay is for EVERYONE and 
ANYONE. It doesn’t matter if you have a different skin 
color than the character you want to be or shorter or 
fatter or even the same gender. You can be anyone, 
and you should be comfortable and happy to be that 
character. They also agree that Cons are generally places 
where people accept you and are supportive of everyone 
they meet.

“It’s a lot about makeshift for us,” says Nick Meyers. 
“Instead of going out and buying the $300 replica 
Infinity gauntlet, we just made one for much less. It 
depends how authentic you want it to be. We’re not 
trying to look exactly like the real thing; we’re just 
celebrating the character as best we can.”

“Comic Cons are awesome because you can be yourself 
and someone else at the same time,” offers Nicole Meyers. 
“You meet so many people and make friends instantly. 
Then you the see them at the next cons you go and 
automatically have a group of friends to hang with.”

The girls admit that with all the attention, there is 
good attention and there is bad attention. Some Cons 
even post signs that say “Cosplay is not consent!”

The men in the girls lives are fully supportive of their 
cosplay habit (addiction?).

“He doesn’t mind and doesn’t worry,” says Ms. 
Meyers. “He’s happy that I found something I love to 
do. He knows I’m comfortable with my body, and he’s 
supportive, so there are no issues.”

 Nick Meyers as a Ghostbuster  Nick Johnson as Dr. Horrible

 Continued from page 33
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Nicole Welch adds, “It doesn’t matter if people are 
looking at me a certain way because I’m not looking at 
them that way. So... he’s all for it.”

Some of the bigger cosplayers are not only sponsored 
but are also paid by events to come to their event in 
character, and the girls seem to be working in that 
direction. They’ve even been working on a special 
project to highlight not only their love of cosplay but 
their talents as costume designers and, well, lovely 
ladies, too.

“We have our lingerie calendar coming out soon,” 
Ms. Welch tells us. “We’d love to have it ready in time for 
D-B-Q CON.”

In each month of the calendar they cosplay famous 
duos like Storm and Emma Frost from X-Men and Katana 
and Jade from the video game Mortal Kombat. Geeks, 
calm yourselves!

Nicole Meyers doesn’t sew but does a lot of 
augmentation to her costumes and can drop $350–$400 
on a costume. Welch is a seamstress and sees the 
investment of time as much as money in the final value of 
a cosplay costume. For her, Disney characters have been 
a favorite theme, but she also does a spot-on Daenerys 
Targaryen from Game of Thrones. Nicole Meyers enjoys 
strong female characters likes fighting characters as her 
portfolio supports. And she’s not at all afraid to share the 
curves nature gave her.

“My Vampirella costume was only $80, but… there’s 
not much to it, so…” Nicole Meyers laughs. She says you 
can see her Vampirella costume at D-B-Q CON if your 
eyes can handle it.

“A lot of little kids really like to see my Disney 
characters,” says Nicole Welch, “and that feels great, to 
know you added something to their day.”

Nick Meyers’ favorite movie of all time is Ghostbusters 
and is thus also one of his favorite cosplays. But he is 
also very happy with the Captain American and Red 

Skull he and his brother did for a recent movie opening. 
Also, for the opening of the first of the modern Muppet 
movies, they went not as Kermit or Fozzie but as Waldorf 
and Statler, the two old men who heckle the Muppets 
from the balcony box seats.

“We were amazed not by the adults but also by 
the little kids who knew who we were. It was great,” 
reminisces Nick Meyers.

Nick Johnson’s favorite cosplay to date has been 
Eddie from Rocky Horror, but he admits it works best 
when surrounded by the rest of the cast.

Harley Quinn from the upcoming Suicide Squad 
movie is apparently the most popular female character 
at Cons, and the movie isn’t even out yet, though Harley 
has been around in comics for some time. We assume 
Slave Leia has to be a close second, and in fact, the two 
Nicoles have a pretty amazing one-two Princess Leia 
punch whether they are both in slave bikinis or one is 
donning the cinnamon roll hairstyle of Ambassador Leia.

Nick Meyers is joining up with the Galena 
Ghostbusters for one of the two days of D-B-Q CON. 
The other day is still undecided. “I have totes full of 
stuff to choose from… and the next Star Wars is on the 
horizon.” Whatever it is, Nick Meyers, like the rest of the 
crew, is thrilled to see this opportunity taking root here 
at home. “I’m just happy that they’re doing something 
like this in Dubuque. No matter how big or small it starts, 
I’ve talked to people who are completely psyched that 
they’re actually doing a Con in Dubuque! Hopefully the 
community gets behind it and helps it grow.”

So, when you bring the kids down for a taste of all 
things comics, games and more, keep an eye out for 
these characters—for characters they will surely be!

P.S. You can follow Nicole Meyers on Facebook and 
Instagram as “nicolettenoircosplay” and Nicole Welch on 
Instagram as “mermaid.tresses”. You’re welcome. n

 Nick Welsh as Daenerys Targaryen

 Leia Mod Dolls  Nicole Meyers as Black Widow
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THuRSDay, SePTeMbeR 10
bobaflex, Full Devil Jacket, 
bridge To Grace 
6 PM @ Eronel

nate Jenkins 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

lenny wayne 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Dueling pianos 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

peas & Garretts 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

FRiDay, SePTeMbeR 11
Tony walker 
Noon @ Lunchtime Jam

Aquatic Hitchhikers 
5 PM @ Platteville Dairy Days

Dave minnehan 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

ron lubbers 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

The medicine band 
It was a beautiful Country 
w/ Andrew Houy 
7 PM @ E.B. Lyons, Mines 
of Spain

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Just Cuz 
7:30 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

katie Sullivan 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Ace Frehley 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Sandy Hook nights 
Jackson Taylor & The Sinners, 
brandon & lane Stoney 
8 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Stevie Tombstone, ralph 
white and CCrIDer 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Tapestry 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

ben Dunegan 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

kenny & Dinah 
9 PM @ Skinn Maginny’s

Group Therapy 
9 PM @ The Lift

better Than Good enough 
9 PM @ The Smokestack

becky mcmahon 
9 PM @ Spirits

SaTuRDay, SePTeMbeR 12
Americana band 
8:30 AM @ Farmers’ Market

Taste like Chicken 
12:30 PM @ Wingfest, East DBQ

bob Dorr & The blue band 
19th Anniversary Festival 
1 PM @ Tabor Home Winery

Campfire Kings 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

The wundos 
Stockton unitarian 
universalist Church Fundraiser 
2 PM @ Council Hill Station

7 bridges road 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

The medicine band 
It was a beautiful Country 
w/ Andrew Houy 
7 PM @ E.B. Lyons, Mines 
of Spain

blackwater Gin 
(Following Silly String Run) 
7 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

katie Sullivan 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Coalition 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

black Oak Arkansas, 
missbehavin’ 
8 PM @ Eronel

The Zach Harris band 
8 PM @ The Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

menace 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

minneapolis molines 
8 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

The Infarctions 
Flatted Fifth blues & bbQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Scott Guthrie 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Smiley Tillmon 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

The lonely Goats 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

marty raymon 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

marty koppes 
9 PM @ Spirits

Ignighter 
9 PM @ Northside Bar

brown bottle bandits 
9 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s

big mojo 
9 PM @ Jimi B’s Bar & Grill

Crude but effective 
9 PM @ Embe Eatery

Jevity Dance party 
10 PM @ The Smokestack

Almost Classy 
10 PM @ Voices Gallery

Jason karl & The whole 
Damn band 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

Joie wails band 
10:30 PM @ Mississippi 
moon bar

SunDay, SePTeMbeR 13
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion 
Noon @ The Smokestack

Open mic w/ Scott rische 
Noon @ Grape Escape

becky mcmahon 
2 PM @ Stone Cliff

Triple Threat 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Tony walker 
2 PM @ Offshore

laura mcDonald & Jeff 
weydert 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

brandon Hagen & Friends 
3:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

mojo busted 
3:30 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store

Goatsilk, burn The Ailment 
8 PM @ Eronel

Adam Faucett, erin Hedley 
9 PM @ The Lift

TueSDay, SePTeMbeR 15
Scott kerry Guthrie 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

brandon Hagen 
8 PM @ Eronel

WeDneSDay, SePTeMbeR 16
Acoustic Jam w/ Garrett Hillary 
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Statue of liberty 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Travis Howze 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Open mic w/ mississippi Trio 
9 PM @ The Lift

THuRSDay, SePTeMbeR 17
7 brideges road 
6 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

John moran 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Jazz Jam 
Flatted Fifth blues & bbQ 
7 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

wJOD Country Dance 
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Jay vonn 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Dead Horse Trauma,  
product of Hate 
8 PM @ Eronel

Ben Kuzzay 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Twinsmith, The Olympics 
9 PM @ The Lift

FRiDay, SePTeMbeR 18
Sandy Hook nights 
bike Olympics 
Championship @ 6 PM 
Twang Dragons @ 10 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

phenom 
6 PM @ Voices Gallery

Garrett Hillary 
6 PM @ Woodbine Bend

David G. Smith 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

tri-state live music

nightlife 
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Gregory James 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

The wundos 
7 PM @ DBQ Driving Range

Heartfire Band 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Audiodrive 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

7 bridges road 
8 PM @ Asbury Eagles Club

river Glen 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Johnnie walker 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Steve mcIntyre 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Aaron williams & The Hoodoo 
9 PM @ The Lift

Steve Cavanaugh & randy 
Droessler 
9 PM @ Spirits

menace 
9:30 PM @ Farley Speedway

Grace & Glory 
10 PM @ The Smokestack

SaTuRDay, SePTeMbeR 19
Fever river band 
Harvest Festival 
1 PM @ Galena Cellars

boys night Out 
2 PM @ Massey Marina

Campfire Kings 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

boots Hefel band 
3 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

DbQ Oktoberfest 
Guttenberg German band 
@ 11 AM 
Loras German Band @ 3:30 PM 
Americana Band @ 5:15 PM 
AY mcDonald park

Driftless Sisters 
voices: Art Slam 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

Open mic 
Historic District Coffee House 
7 PM @ Unitarian 
universalist Church

Club 84: Birthday Bash 
7 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Johnnie walker 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

platinum: Tribute to miranda 
lambert Feat. laura mcDonald 
7 PM @ Ohnward

Country Tradition 
7 PM @ Mooney Hollow Barn

larry michael 
7 PM @ The Taste

Heartfire Band 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

Blues Rock-it 
8 PM @ The Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

Grace & Glory 
8 PM @ The Yardarm

mathew Haeffel 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

The wundos 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Jordan Danielsen 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Mark Zalaznik 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Almost Classy, paper House, 
Trevor Sensor 
9 PM @ The Lift

broken Strings 
9 PM @ Spirits

Dirty laundry 
9 PM @ Northside Bar

Ignighter 
9 PM @ Shenanigans Pub

Buzz Berries 
9:30 PM @ Dirty Ernie’s

Mr. Whiskerz Dance Party 
10 PM @ The Smokestack

Gypsy pistols 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook Tavern

SunDay, SePTeMbeR 20
Scott’s Sunday Sesssion 
Noon @ The Smokestack

Open mic w/ Scott rische 
Noon @ Grape Escape

larry michael 
2 PM @ Offshore

rockin’ Daddies 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Open mic w/ lenny wayne 
2:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Scott & Michelle Dalziel 
3 PM @ Tabor Home

Johnnie walker 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Driftless Sisters 
3:30 PM @ New Diggings 
General Store

beck mcmahon 
4 PM @ Stone Cliff

Steve Grismore Jazz Trio 
Flatted Fifth blues & bbQ 
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

morning in Iowa 
DSO w/ Frank mcClain 
6 PM @ Voices Gallery

Dan Gessner Standup 
6:30 PM @ The Smokestack

TueSDay, SePTeMbeR 22
broken Strings 
7 PM @ 1st & main

Statue of liberty 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Dead Soldiers 
9 PM @ The Lift

WeDneSDay, SePTeMbeR 23
Acoustic Jam w/ pearl 
breitbach 
6:30 PM @ The Cornerstone

Open mic w/ Gladdy & Friends 
6:30 PM @ The Blu Room, 
Breezer’s Pub

ben Dunegan 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

p.S. k.I.S.S. w/ Amy Dolan & 
Dave richter 
7 PM @ Voices Gallery

mike mason 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THuRSDay, SePTeMbeR 24
marty raymon 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

postitively 4th Street 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

ruby blonde 
8 PM @ Voices Gallery

Open mic w/ Jeff & Jimmy 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

FRiDay, SePTeMbeR 25
Sandy Hook nights last Call! 
Steak Feed @ 5 PM 
Aaron williams & The 
Hoodoo @ 8 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

melanie Devaney 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

Garrett Hillary 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

melanie Devaney 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

roy Schroedl 
7 PM @ The Perfect Pint

Jon Conover 
7:30 PM @ Frank O’Dowd’s Pub

The Temptations 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Gladdy & the Tramps 
8 PM @ The Smokestack

The wells Division 
8 PM @ The Cornerstone

Cross Cut 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Justin morrissey 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Denny Garcia 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Frank bang’s Secret Stash 
Ink & Art expo After party 
9 PM @ The Lift

missbehavin’ 
9 PM @ Spirits

becky mcmahon 
9 PM @ Skinny Maginny’s

Hoffman, Troy, & marceau 
9:30 PM @ Mississippi  
moon bar

SaTuRDay, SePTeMbeR 26
Americana band 
rotary Club veterans’ Salute 
11 AM @ Grand Harbor

Campfire Kings 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

HookerFest ‘15 
5th Hour @ 5 PM 
Silverside @ 6:15 PM 
Dredge @ 7:30 PM 
Six Shots til Midnight @ 9 PM 
brandon Gibbs, 10:30 pm 
Riff Worm @ 5:30 PM 
Tete ‘de Morte @ 6:45 PM 
Beyond the Silence @ 8 PM 
Silent Redemption @ 9:30 PM 
Project X @ 11:30 PM 
Sandy Hook Tavern

nightlife 
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budweiser local live music features
thursday, september 10

bobaflex, w/ full devil Jacket ,bridge 
to grace, via, saturday giant
6 pm @ eronel
Show up early and support all the acts and 
see all five bands! Dubuque favorites Bobaflex 
are on the road supporting their 7th album 
AnYTHInG THAT mOveS. They will be sure to 
play their most recent hit mama (Don’t Take 
My Drugs Away) and all your other favorites 
including bury me with my Guns On. with 
supporting acts Full Devil Jacket, bridge To 
Grace, via and Saturday Giant this is one show 
people will be talking about for a long time. 
Tickets on sale at CDs-4-Change, Eronel and 
onetix.com. Only $15 up until 8 PM the day of 
the show! Show starts at 6 PM sharp with drink 
specials from 6 to 8 PM! Presented by 97.3 THE 
rOCk and 7G Distributing.

friday, september 11

group therapy
9 pm @ the lift
Group Therapy is a five piece party band right 
here in Dubuque. They are not ashamed to 
say they play covers, but they will say that 
they don’t play a lot of the covers you see 
everyone else doing. In fact, that was a main 

reason for this group of friends to get together; 
to play stuff they’ve never done in bands 
before, which is hard because they’ve been in 
a lot of bands including boomtangle, rocket 
Surgeons, payback, madhouse, wheeler and 
more. If you love 80’s pop and new wave, 90’s 
emo, keytar and ukulele, you’ll want to clear 
your calendar. Fronted by keisha Hackbarth 
on vocals, Tom Glab on bass, neil Stockel on 
drums, and the 2/3 of the heart and soul of 
365ink Magazine rounding out the band as 
bryce parks covers guitars and vocals and 
kristina nesteby wields a mighty keytar when 
she’s not whipping out her uke or melodica. 
prepare to dance and sing along. Just because 
you don’t hear these mainly 80’s classic very 
often in town doesn’t meant their not your 
favorites. Group Therapy is just braver/stupider 
than everyone else. Follow Group Therapy at 
Facebook.com/getTherapy.

saturday, september 12

black oak arkansas w/ missbehavin’
8 pm @ eronel 
tickets: $20
An American Southern rock band named after 
the band’s hometown of black Oak, Arkansas, 
the band reached the height of its fame in the 
1970’s with ten charting albums released in that 
decade. Their style is punctuated by multiple 
guitar players and the raspy voice and on-stage 
antics of vocalist Jim “Dandy” mangrum. 
kicking off the night will be local favorites 
missbehavin’.

platinum: a tribute to 
miranda lambert
saturday, september 19 @ 7 pm
ohnward fine arts center (1215 e platt st, maQuoketa, ia)

Starring Tri-State area singer 
Laura McDonald in the role of Miranda 
Lambert, Platinum is not only a tribute 
to the popular country music singer 
but a complete 90-minute re-creation 
Lambert’s Platinum Tour concert with 
all the hit songs, costumes, and full 
production of a live Miranda show. Jason 
Ray Brown, known for his one-man-band 
performance and considered by some to 
be “the hardest working musician in the 
Midwest” will open.

McDonald is known for her work as 
a vocalist over more than 20 years in 
Tri-State area bands, including Laura & 
The Longhairs, Crystal Leather, and Blue 
& Evol. Taking on a tribute act seems like 
a new direction for the veteran singer so 
365ink endeavored to learn more about 
how it came about.

“Honestly, I met with Scott Thomas 
and Buzz Entertainment Group and I 
really wanted him to maybe put me on a 
mini-tour doing original music with my 
blues-rock group,” McDonald explained. 
“And he looked at me and he said, ‘You’re 
Miranda Lambert. I need pictures in two 
days. And this gonna be huge. Will you 
do it?’ And I said, ‘Yeah, I’ll do it.’ And 
that’s exactly how it went, just like that.”

“I always liked Miranda Lambert 
and I have sung her music and always 
appreciated that she was country but 
she still had a rock edge,” continued 
McDonald, “so I really liked singing her 
music. But I didn’t anticipate doing a 
tribute act to her. Once again, Scott 
Thomas, that was his brainchild. I 
thought about it and thought, ‘Yeah, 
that could be really cool.’ I’m a rocker at 
heart but so is Miranda. We kind of have 
the same look and I thought, ‘Yeah, this 
could work.’”

Eager to begin putting the project 
together, McDonald first looked to 
Dubuque area musicians for her backing 
band but most players she had worked 
with were already busy in multiple 
projects or playing in addition to 
“regular” jobs that would not allow them 
to practice and tour extensively.

McDonald contacted Robbie Bahr, a 
guitarist she’d worked with in the past 
whom is probably best known for his 
band Meet The Press, a popular Quad 
Cities area band since the 1980s. The 
team was able to assemble a top-notch 
backing band including Bahr (lead guitar, 

vocals), Mike Pickney (rhythm guitar, 
vocals), Eddie Fuentes (bass guitar), Bill 
Braught (drums), Steve Law (backing 
vocals), Chuck Thomson (steel guitar) and 
special guest vocalist and guitarist Matt 
McPherson from 50 Pound Rooster.

The band has been rehearsing 
regularly to hone every aspect of the 
music and production in preparation for 
the Ohnward show, which will be the 
debut of the tribute act. Thomas and 
Buzz Entertainment will use the show to 
shoot video used in promoting the act 
to other potential venues for 2016 dates. 
“It’s a great venue,” stated McDonald. 
“It’s a 900-seat venue – beautiful 
theater and the sound and everything is 
amazing there.”

McDonald admits it’s a challenge 
to recreate not just the vocal style of 
Miranda but also her look, her accent, 
mannerisms and even her between-song 
patter. “That’s been a work in progress,” 
she said, laughing, “but I’m having a lot 
of fun doing it. I really am trying to keep 
it as authentic as I possibly can. I’ve really 
been studying her for months. We’re 
trying to keep true to her set list of her 
actual Platinum Tour that she’s doing, her 
looks, the production areas of it.”

“I think (fans are) going to have a 
lot of fun and I think they’re going to be 
surprised,” she added. “They’re going to 
enjoy it no matter what and they’re going to 
be surprised that I have another side to me.”

Tickets to Platinum: A Tribute to 
Miranda Lambert are $20 in advance or 
$25 at the door. Tickets for students (18 
and under) are $15 in advance or $18 at 
the door. Advanced tickets are available 
at OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com. n
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voices from the warehouse district 
opening night w/ almost classy
10 pm–midnight @ voices gallery
Almost Classy’s Aaron bernbach (vocals, 
guitar), Rob Cunliffe (vocals, guitar), Devin 
McNichol (vocals, bass) and Ian Lowe (drums) 
hail from all over the country. Together they 
craft an upbeat Rock-Pop sound with tight 
melodic harmonies and hints of multiple 
genres, including rock, pop, folk, and hip-hop. 
They have opened for such acts as Andy 
Grammer, Hello Goodbye, and Thick As Thieves 
and were named the los Angeles rAw Artists 
of the Year in 2012. Their originality, combined 
with a fantastic live energy, is what most 
excites audiences about them. The band has 
an invigoratingly fresh, and undeniably catchy 
sound that has broken the mold of what mixed 
genre bands can accomplish. They are refined, 
well thought, and truly Almost Classy. visit 
almostclassymusic.com.

sunday, september 13

goatsilk w/ burn the ailment
8 pm @ eronel 
cover: free
Goat Silk combine creative song structures with 
driving rhythms and almost frightening 
intensity, Goatsilk brings something 
unmistakably new to the world of heavy, 
groove laced, metal. Immerse yourself in any 
song and begin to understand it. These are 
some scary lookin’ dudes.

adam faucett, erin hedley
9 pm @ the lift
Hailing from little rock, Arkansas, and 
possessing a voice that the Onion A.v. Club 
warns “knocks your brain into the back of your 
skull”, Adam Faucett has drawn comparisons 
from Tim buckley to Cat power to Otis redding.

thursday, september 17

dead horse trauma w/ product of hate
8 pm @ eronel 
tickets: $8
Des moines based Dead Horse Trauma is a 
5-headed war machine dedicated to infecting 
the masses with procedures and tactics used 
by our world to feed us the lies we are 
spoon-fed since before we can crawl. It’s the 
exposure of the perversity and falsities we are 
subliminally directed by. It’s your wake-up call, 
or the means to your end.

twinsmith (x-little brazil), the olympics
9 pm @ the lift
2015’s Alligator Years expands upon the charming 
surfy haze of Twinsmith’s 2013 eponymous album 
and “Honestly” single, with the band pushing 
themselves musically while moving toward a more 
dynamic pop sound. each diverse track is imbued 
with an individual voice and style, and ranges 
from propulsive, melodic rock (“Seventeen”); to 
soaring, sing-along retro pop (“Is It Me”); from 
sumptuous, evocative new wave (“Constant 
Love”); to moody, slowburning ballads (“Dust”, 
“Carry On”). There’s a youthful sense of longing 
and exploration that permeates the album, which 
reflects on the highs and lows of 20-something 
life with crafty, unassuming depth. not just any 
band can examine anxiety, uncertainty, and 
commitment through tales of homicidal girlfriends 
and zombie apocalypses with such aplomb.

friday, september 18

aaron williams and the hoodoo
9 pm @ the lift
Aaron williams and the Hoodoo are an American 
blues/rock power trio, based in madison, wI. led 
by Aaron williams on guitar, the band’s sound 
is likely best described by “Ole Harv” of wvpe 
88.1 (NPR) as “blues and roll for the masses.” 
Aaron is joined in the band by eric Shackelford 
on drums and Z on bass. Compared to early 
George Thorogood, williams & The Hoodoo have 
all the fire and swagger of the slide guitarist in 
his younger days, but with more finesse and way 
more versatility.
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budweiser local live music features
saturday, september 19

club 84 w/ group therapy
10 pm @ mississippi moon bar 
cover: free
We are sponsoring the Tri-States’ LARGEST 
birthday bash with Club 84! We all have at least 
one thing in common, and that’s a birthday—so 
why not celebrate it! let DJ pauly ester know if 
it’s your actual birthday, and he’ll buy you a 
drink! Best part of the night…the first 100 
people in the door get a free birthday cupcake!

almost classy, small houses,  
trevor sensor
9 pm @ the lift
Small Houses is a Philadelphia, PA-based 
alternative country project featuring the songs 
and poems of Flint, MI-native Jeremy Quentin. 
Artfully crafted with finger-style guitar and 
softly sung melodies, the bars of his new album 
Still Talk; Second City describe the people, the 
love, and the homes of Quentin’s life

tuesday, september 22

dead soldiers
9 pm @ the lift
Dead Solders is an American roots based band 
from memphis Tennessee with influences ranging 
from rock, Soul, outlaw country, to bluegrass and 

experimetal music. From Stax to Sun to the delta 
and beyond, Dead Soldiers have carved out their 
own dark perspective on what it means to live and 
die in the American South. Songs about poverty, 
aging, mental illness, and institutionalized racism 
are just a few of the topics set them apart lyrically. 
musically the band draws influence from so many 
directions it’s hard to pin any one down. The band, 
Tom waits, willie nelson, randy newman, louvin 
brothers are just a few of their heroes.

friday, october 9

dickie live (dick prall & kristina 
priceman), with benjamin cartel
9 pm @ the smokestack
cover: free
DICkIe is veteran tunesmith and Iowa native Dick 
prall, singer/songwriter and guitarist, sharing his 
wares with violinist kristina priceman. Together 
they create a collection of dark, gorgeous songs 
with dynamic ebb and flow. They explore subtle 
symphonies over creative prose, indie popped 
out melodies, innovative storytelling and original 
grooves. DICKIE’s self-titled album was just 
released this summer. dickiemusic.com.

Opening for DICkIe is benjamin Cartel, singer/
songwriter on solo acoustic guitar. This native 
Brooklynite delivers catchy hooks, well-played 
guitar, spirited compositions and nuanced vocals. 
Also of the duo kaiser Cartel, benjamin Cartel’s 
solo album Gothenburg was released this summer 
for his european tour. benjamincartel.com.

hookerfest 2015
saturday, september 26 @ 5 pm–2 am
sandy hook tavern (3868 badger rd, hazel green, wi)

Please, no letters to the editor. 
“Hookers” are what people who love 
to hang out at the Sandy Hook call 
themselves. If you’ve been to the Hook this 
year, you’re probably a convert yourself.

Owner Ashley Lawrence has made 
significant investments in outdoor staging, 
covered social space and a great food 
truck you might have read about in a 
recent issue of 365ink. He’s also make a big 
investment in the support of local charities 
all summer long and deserves a toast to his 
efforts for helping our community.

What better place to toast him that 
at Hookerfest 2015! Yup, all day long, 
live music rock the Hook inside and out 
culminating in the headlining show by 
Brandon Gibbs at 10:30 PM, featuring 
Sal Giancarelli of Staind, Joel Kosche 
of Collective Soul and Dave Schwarm 
formerly of the Gibbs Brothers.

Brandon is an Iowa native who’s 
made a mark for himself in the biz, 
first in the Gibbs Brothers Band and 
most recently in Cheap Thrill with 
Eric Brittingham and Jeff Labar from 
Cinderella and Troy Patrick Farrell from 
White Lion. John Force and ESPN also 
use Brandon’s song “This Town” in their 
NHRA promotion. A powerful singer and 
guitarist, Brandon’s live set will show you 
why fame is on it’s way for this Iowa-
born rocker. It’s 10 bands in 9 hours. 
Tickets are a measly $13 in advance (at 
the Hook, Moondog Music in Dubuque, 

or Badcat Tattoo in Platteville, WI) or $18 
at the door. The show is on rain or shine 
thanks to the awesome awnings Ash put 
up this summer. Music starts at 5 PM. So 
rest up, you’ve got a lot of Hookin’ to do!

hookerfest schedule

indoor stage
 5:30 pm riff worm
 6:45 PM Tete ‘de Morte
 8 PM Beyond the Silence
 9:30 PM Silent Redemption
 11:30 pm project X

outdoor stage
 5 pm 5th Hour
 6:15 PM Silverside
 7:30 pm Dredge
 9 PM Six Shots Til Midnight
 10:30 pm brandon Gibbs
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sawyer brown christmas show 
saturday, december 5 @ 4 and 7 pm
Sawyer Brown has released 20 studio albums, including two 
holiday albums. The band has had three #1 singles and was 
named Vocal Band of the Year by TNN Music City News Country 
Awards multiple years in a row. Enjoy a mixture of Christmas 
songs along with some of Sawyer Brown’s best-known hits.

hairball 
friday, december 18 @ 8 pm
Hairball is the world’s ultimate 80’s rock impersonation act! 
Prepare yourself for a mind-blowing and drop-dead accurate 
homage to some of the biggest acts in the world such as Van 
Halen, KISS, Motley Crue, Queen, Journey, Prince, Aerosmith, 

and more! Hairball is an experience, an attitude, expression of music and a way of life, 
and it’s not going anywhere soon!

new year’s eve dueling pianos 
thursday, december 31 @ 8 pm
Come swing, sway and shout the night away at New Year’s Eve 
Dueling Pianos. These keyboard masters are hand-picked and 
ready to thrill and entertain you. The show includes a balloon 
drop, party favors, champagne toast at midnight and more! 

ace frehley 
friday, september 11 @ 8 pm
Frehley co-founded KISS in 1973 and took on the persona 
“Spaceman” or “Space Ace.” With his six-string axe work, Frehley 
is a legendary guitar player and musician with a career spanning 
four decades. He has had solo success with his hit song “New York 
Groove” and his solo album, Space Invader, which hit the Billboard 
200. Frehley, along with the other original members of KISS, were 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2014.

the temptations 
september 25 & 26 @ 8 pm
R&B and soul music group The Temptations are known for their 
distinct harmony, flashy wardrobe and choreography. their hits 

include “The Way You Do the Things You Do,” “My Girl,” “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” and 
more. Current lineup includes Otis Williams, Ron Tyson, Terry Weeks, Joe Herndon 
and Bruce Williamson.

James otto 
saturday, october 17 @ 8 pm
Hitting the Nashville country scene with his breakthrough hit 
“Just Got Started Lovin’ You,” Otto topped the country chart and 
was declared the #1 country song of the year in 2008 by Billboard 
magazine. He followed it up with “Somewhere Tonight,” “Groovy 
Little Summer Song,” “Are Ya With Me” and “Soldiers & Jesus,” 
which earned him Song of the Year at the CMA and ACM Awards 
along with a Grammy nomination for Best Country Song.

kansas 
saturday, october 24 @ 8 pm
Kansas has been a fixture on classic rock radio for decades with 
“Carry On Wayward Son,” becoming the second most-played 

song in 1995 and #1 in 1997. Throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s, Kansas appeared on 
the Billboard charts for over 200 weeks total. Kansas is comprised of band members 
Billy Greer, David Manion, Ronnie Platt, David Ragsdale, original drummer Phil Ehart 
and original guitarist Richard Williams.

freddy Jones band 
saturday, november 7 @ 8 pm
Freddy Jones Band, fondly known as the “Darlings of Triple-A 
Radio,” features Chicago roots and sounds that mix breezy melodic 
lyrics with acoustic guitar. The band has two #1 hits and several Top 
10 hits, including “In a Daydream,” “Waitress” and “Mystic Buzz.”

the hit men 
saturday, november 21 @ 4 and 7 pm
The Hit Men are an amazing look back through rock and roll 
history, featuring former members of these mega-star acts. The 
Hit Men will regale you with lots of great stories about what 
it was like on the road and in recording sessions with Frankie, 
Tommy, Carly, Cat, Jim and Elton. Relive the glory days of rock 
and roll and leave saying, “Oh, what a night!”

mississippi moon bar events
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available 
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at DiamondJoDubuque.com.

additional upcoming events

coalition
saturday, september 12 @ 8 pm

Joie wails band
saturday, september 12 @ 10:30 pm

laughing moon comedy: travis howze
wednesday, september 16 @ 8 pm

wJod country dance
thursday, september 17 @ 7 pm

audiodrive
friday, september 18 @ 8 pm

club 84: birthday bash
saturday, september 19 @ 7 pm

laughing moon comedy: mikey mason
wednesday, september 23 @ 8 pm

dueling pianos
thursday, september 24 @ 7 pm

laughing moon comedy: kevin 
bozeman
wednesday, september 30 @ 8 pm

young at heart dance
thursday, october 1 @ 7 pm

zz-3: tribute to zz top
friday, october 2 @ 8 pm

project pink: tribute to pink floyd
saturday, october 3 @ 8 pm

one: tribute to metallica
friday, october 9 @ 8 pm

brews brothers:  
tribute to the blues brothers
saturday, october 10 @ 8 pm

almost classy
thursday, october 22 @ 8 pm

motley inc. & atomic punks
friday, october 23 @ 8 pm

blizzard of ozzy
friday, october 30 @ 8 pm

pop rocks
friday, november 27 @ 8 pm

spazmatics
saturday, november 28 @ 8 pm

Jim wand
saturday, december 26 @ 8 pm
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europa haus  
restaurant & bier stube
revisted
by rich belmont

columnists 

So last month we celebrated the Irish at the Hooley and 
next week on September 19th we will honor the Germans 
at Dubuque Oktoberfest.

Now you might not know the first Oktoberfest started 
in Munich, Germany on October 12, 1810. On that day 
Crown Prince Ludwig, later to become King Ludwig I was 
married to Princess Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen. 
The citizens of Munich were invited to attend the 
festivities and watch horse races, drink beer and enjoy 
delicious food for what turned out to be a 16 day party.

By now I expect you all know many Dubuque settlers 
came to this country from Ireland and Germany. By 1860 
more German immigrants lived in Dubuque than Irish. So 
it should not be surprising at one time the city had many 
great restaurants serving German cuisine.

They are all gone now; that is all but one. Lucky for us 
the Europa Haus Restaurant and Bier Stube is still here. 
You have to go out of your way to find it on Rhomberg 
Avenue. But it’s well worth it because the Wiener 
Schnitzel, Rouladen and Sauerbraten are prepared just 
like in the old country. And I can attest to the fact this 
restaurant lives up to the old adage “If it ain’t broke don’t 
fix it”. Nothing in this restaurant has changed in the last 13 
years. I know the food and décor are exactly the same as I 
remember when I first wrote about this place 5 years ago. 
Well, OK there has been once change and that is the menu 
prices. But get this: in the last 5 years the prices have only 
gone up a total of 75 cents to a $1.25 on all menu items!

George Moeller operated this German restaurant for 
many years and then in November, 2002, turned it over 
to Joe and Sylvia Weiblinger. Joe worked at the 
Columbia Yacht Club in Chicago for 20 years. He and 
Sylvia often visited Dubuque and always enjoyed going 
to Europa Haus for some good German food and beer. 
When they found out George was willing to sell the place 
Joe and Sylvia jumped at the chance to buy it.

They were determined 
to keep serving genuine 
German dishes in an 
authentic German 
atmosphere. When you 
walk in the door it is as 
if you just left Dubuque 
and stepped into a Beer 

Tavern in the middle of Munich, the capital of Bavaria, 
Germany’s largest state. Joe runs the bar and Sylvia, who 
was born in Mexico City, cooks from recipes she learned 
years ago from German immigrants she once lived with.

The food here is homemade and cooked from scratch. 
Everything is slow roasted or baked. The kitchen doesn’t 
even have a fryer. Nothing is made from pre-packaged 
ingredients or pre-mixed seasonings. Sylvia makes about 
ten different sauces and gravies all made on the 
premises and from scratch.

Bratwurst, Polish Sausage or Salami Sandwiches are 
always available for lunch. But this restaurant is all 
about the house specialties. On Mondays you can order 
Swedish Meatballs or Hungarian Goulash. On Tuesdays 
there is Ham & Cabbage or Pork Hocks. Wednesdays are 
Chicken or Ribs. For Thursday you have your choice of 
Polish Sausage or Sauerbraten and on Fridays there is 
Meatloaf or Schweinebraten.

These are all classic homemade signature dishes. For 
example, the Meatloaf is 80% beef and 20% pork. It is 
hand mixed with salt, garlic, bread, egg and a little bit of 
onion and then baked till it is done but still moist. The 
meatloaf is accompanied by creamy mashed potatoes. 
They are simply prepared using lots of Grade A butter 
and a little fresh onion.

The Pork Hocks are oven roasted 3 to 4 hours with onion, 
garlic and caraway seeds and served with sauerkraut. It’s 
a good idea to go on Monday for the Swedish Meatballs. 
They are all beef with nothing but a little diced onion and 
special spices mixed in. The secret to their goodness is 
the beef and cream gravy. It takes years of experience to 
get this sauce just right!
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On Friday the Schweinebraten is an excellent choice. 
Boneless pork shoulder is slow cooked and covered 
with awesome pork gravy. It is so tender you cut it with 
your fork.

The dinners are all homemade German for sure. The 
Wiener Schnitzel is my favorite. Wiener Schnitzel is 
actually a veal cutlet but in Germany schnitzel is usually 
made with pork. Sylvia hand cuts and trims all the fat 
off pork loin cutlets. After you order you can hear her 
pounding them flat in the kitchen. She then coats the 
cutlets with an especially tasty light breading and pan 
fries them. What makes this dish exceptional is the 
topping of a scrumptious Béarnaise. This sauce is a 
combination of butter, egg yolks, tarragon, dill and white 
wine vinegar and take years of practice to perfect.

The Kassler Ribchen is a smoked pork loin chop topped 
with honey mustard sauce. This sauce is another one 
that’s hard to get right. Honey, parsley and paprika are 
added to mustard. Sylvia must mix the ingredients very 
carefully to insure the sauce is not too sweet.

The Beef Rouladen is an example of this restaurant’s 
dedication to quality. This dish is often made from 
Topside Beef, a cheaper cut. But not here! Round Steak is 
sliced thin and tenderized. Then it is rolled and stuffed 
with onion, bacon and dill pickles. After baking for 2 
hours it is topped with delicious gravy.

The Sauerbraten is a delight. Sylvia says this dish 
requires a lot of work and a great deal of patience. First 
she hand cuts roast beef into thick slices. Then she 
marinades it in red wine, spices and red wine vinegar for 
a whole week. Then it is roasted for 3 hours with some 
wine, herbs, onions and bay leaf. Sauerbraten is covered 
with brown gravy and served with red cabbage, egg 
noodles or spaetzle.

Of course, a great lunch or dinner always requires a tasty 
dessert to finish it off. There are only two and they are 
both wonderful. The Caramel Apple Nut pie is deep dish 
and nutty but not too sweet in a crust made from an old 
family dough recipe. The Chocolate Bavarian Cake is a 
thick slice of serious velvety smooth chocolate made 
with real cream. They are even better with vanilla ice 
cream a la mode.

europa haus restaurant & bier stube
1301 Rhomberg Avenue, Dubuque, IA 52001
563-588-0361
Hours: Bar: 11 AM–11 PM 
Kitchen: Lunch: Mon–Sat 11 AM–2 PM; Dinner: Wed: 
5 PM–7 PM; Thu–Sat 5 PM–9 PM; Sun Closed
Atmosphere: Bavarian Tavern populated by 
friendly locals
Noise Level: Conversational punctuated by laughter
Recommendations: Lunch: Swedish Meatballs, 
Goulash; Meatloaf; Schweinebraten
Dinner: Wiener Schnitzel; Sauerbraten, Beef 
Rouladen; Kassler Ribchen, Pork Hocks
Liquor Service: Full Bar; Hacker-Pschorr Munich Lager 
on Tap; German Bottled Beer; Eight Beers On Tap
Prices: Lunch: $4.75–$8.95; Dinner: $9.25–$15.75
Pay Options: Cash, Debit, Visa & MasterCard, No 
Checks; ATM on premises
Accessibility: Rear Door
Kids Policy: No Kids Menu; High Chair & Booster Seat
Reservations: 2–30 • Take Out: Yes • Delivery: No
Catering: By Special Request – on premises only
Parking: On Street

Try the Europa Haus for great German food and 
atmosphere. You will feel right at home among cheerful new 
found friends. As they like to say: Gemutlicheit in Dubuque!

Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see 
reviewed? Please send your requests, suggestions and 
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com. n

 Polish Sausage
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new library hours!
Monday–Wednesday: 9 AM–8 PM
Thursday: Noon–8 PM
Friday–Saturday: 9 AM–5 PM
Sunday: 1–5 PM

art @ your library®
now through september 23
Sue Prochaska-Kiefer is best known for her 
Country Art and Scenes of Dubuque. born in 
Dubuque, she uses her familiarity with the 
tri-state area to recreate barns, fences, and 
landscapes of the country and also various 
landmarks of Dubuqueland. Her works include 
pen and ink drawings and she uses rich earth 
tones that bring a complex depth to her pieces.

Jeanelle Westerfield is a Wisconsin born artist, 
who moved to Dubuque when she was a young 
lady. Westerfield’s artistic philosophy 
expresses the necessity to be creative and have 
a sense of accomplishment. Her goal is to 
reflect this in all of her artworks so that all who 
see them, enjoy them.

adult coloring
thursdays: september 10 & 24 @ 6–7:30 pm
looking for a new way to relax and relieve 
stress? Have you tried Adult Coloring? Stop by 
the 3rd Floor Aigler Auditorium to give Adult 
Coloring a try. enjoy a cookie, a cup of tea, and 
soothing music as you color your stress away. 
The library will provide coloring sheets, 
colored pencils and all refreshments. no 
registration is required and this program is 
open to adults 18 and older.

empower birth dubuque expo
saturday, september 12 @ noon–4 pm
The First Annual empower birth Dubuque 
expo will be held at the Carnegie Stout public 

library. birthworkers in the area have invited 
local businesses and organizations to educate 
participants about holistic lifestyles. The mission 
of the expo is to strengthen the birth community 
by empowering women and families in making 
healthy choices for themselves and for the future 
of their children. empower birth Dubuque’s 
vision is to create a more supportive birth and 
mothering community through access to these 
resources and educators.

representatives at the expo include: massage 
therapists, doulas, yoga instructors, nutritional 
counselors, lactation consultants, midwives, 
and an assortment of other birthworkers as 
well as natural/organic baby products. 
Speakers at the event will cover topics such as 
fertility awareness, nutrition, and alternative 
medicines. Service providers, representatives, 
and demonstrations (including baby-wearing 
and cloth diapering) will be held on the third 
floor inside of the Angler Auditorium. The first 
floor children’s reading room will host a 
continuation of speakers for the day. The event 
is free and open to the public.

book discussion: Orphan Train: A Novel
tuesday, september 15 @ 7 pm
Join us in our 1st Floor program room to discuss 
Orphan Train: A Novel by Christina baker kline. 
moving between contemporary maine and 
Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan Train is a 
powerful tale of upheaval and resilience, 
second chances, and unexpected friendship. 
Copies of the book are available at the 
Circulation Desk. The public is cordially invited 
to attend.

geocaching 101
saturday, september 19 @ 10–11 am
Want to join a worldwide scavenger hunt? Did 
you know there are hundreds of geocaches 
hidden in the Dubuque area alone? Join local 
geocacher brian Graham as he discusses the 
basics of geocaching. He will show us how to 
locate hidden caches using a smartphone or 
GpS device. program is open to all ages.

carnegie-stout  
public library  
events
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is it too late to plant?
Every year I get people calling me to ask if it’s too 

late to plant. Fall is actually THE BEST time of the year 
to be planting in your yard. The ground temperatures 
are warm and the air temps are cool, which means the 
plant’s stress is minimized. Plus the sooner you get 
your trees in, the sooner you can truly enjoy your yard 
even when it is scorching hot out there! I would suggest 
planting ornamental grasses and evergreens fairly soon 
to allow them enough time to establish themselves 
before the snow flies.
• Divide spring blooming perennials now for beautiful 

color next spring.
• Fertilize your lawn. Fertilizer applied in the fall yields 

amazing results come next spring. Also consider 
seeding, sodding or over-seeding your lawn now for 
great results yet this season.

• Plant and begin planting fall bulbs the second half 
of September. Every summer we get lots of calls 
wondering how people can get their hands on 
Alliums. Alliums, along with tulips, daffodils, hyacinth, 
etc., need to be planted in the fall so you can enjoy 
their color the following season. You have until 
the ground is too hard to dig in to get them in the 
ground.

• Now is the perfect time to plant a second crop of 
radishes, lettuce, kale, spinach, arugula, Swiss chard 

and snow peas. This is an easy way to introduce 
children to gardening and a great thing for them to 
share with their classmates at school.

• Transform your tired containers into a stunning fall 
look. Mums, Ornamental Swiss Chard, Kale and Asters 
are beautiful this time of year! For something special, 
consider using a variety of Pansy called Cool Wave 
which offers trailing blooms of cold hardy color. Mona 
Lisa Lavender is also a super new annual that offers 
bold purple foliage with pale lavender blooms and 
can stand up to early frosts.

a few fall no- no’s
We are now past the point in which it’s safe to prune 

during this growing season. Any plants pruned now will 
likely begin to grow again this season and therefore not 
be hardened off prior to cold weather, so hands off until 
the cold is here to stay…or better yet, early spring!

Some people will tell you to prune back perennials 
in the fall. While this is an option, I recommend waiting 
until spring to do so. That way the foliage from this past 
summer will help protect the plant all winter long.

With that we invite you to join us September 19th and 
20th for our Fall Festival. ENJOY this wonderful planting 
weather! —Sara n
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positive attitude power
by matt booth

I’ve done a lot of research on attitude. 
The research is clear. It really does pay 
to be positive as much as possible. Being 
positive is not just a nice way to live. It’s 
the way to live. Positive Attitude Power 
is the world’s leading and most powerful 
energy supplement. Enhanced with the 
potent blend of optimism it is naturally 
formulated to provide an incredible 
energy boost for those who lead active 
and exhausting lifestyles—from Moms 
and Dads to athletes and rock stars. 

Tear into the meanest energy 
supplement on the planet, Positive 
Attitude Power. Packed full of energy and 
amazing vibes, you’ll get a wicked buzz 
that more than triples the buzz of any 
other regular energy supplement. Positive 
Attitude Power has been specially 
developed for times of increased mental 

and physical exertion. Positive Attitude 
Power vitalizes the body and mind. The 
benefits of having a positive attitude are 
immense. Not only are you much more 
likely to be successful, but there are 
numerous other advantages to looking 
“on the bright side”. Benefits of Positive 
Attitude Power include but are not 
limited to:
• Increased life span
• Less stress
• Lower depression
• Greater resistance to the common cold
• Better physical well-being
• Better mental well-being
• Reduced risk of death from 

cardiovascular disease
• Better coping skills
• Increased performance
• Increased concentration

• Quicker reaction speed
• Quicker recovery
• Improved vigilance
• More creative thinking
• Increased motivation
• Inspired feelings
• Increased self-esteem
• Increased confidence
• Solution orientated
• Opportunistic thinking
• You won’t give up easily
• Self-belief

A positive attitude helps you cope 
with the daily affairs of life. It brings 
optimism into your life, and makes it 
easier to avoid worries and negative 
crap (technical term). With a positive 

attitude you see the bright side of life, 
become optimistic, and expect the best 
to happen. It is certainly a state of mind 
that is well worth developing. A positive 
attitude can change your life.

If you have been exhibiting a negative 
attitude and expecting failure and 
difficulties, it is now the time to change 
your supplement. It is the time to get 
rid of negative thoughts and behavior, 
and start leading a happier and more 
successful life. Positive Attitude Power’s 
effects are appreciated throughout 
the world by top athletes, presidential 
candidates, busy families, farmers, 
successful professionals, active students 
and drivers on long journeys. n

mattitude Quote
“Be willing to risk the possibility of failure as a fair price for chasing your dreams.” 
—Matt Booth
Matt Booth, the attitude expert, is an engaging speaker. He demonstrates and 
delivers a common sense approach to a positive attitude. To find out how Matt 
can help you or your organization, connect with him today at mattbooth.com.
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families who eat together  
stay healthy together
by hy-vee nutritionists megan horstman (asbury), amy cordingley (locust),  
and tricia rau (dodge)

September is National Family Meals Month™ and your 
Hy-Vee dietitians are encouraging you to eat one more 
meal a week at home together as a family. Created by 
the Food Marketing Institute and its Foundation, this 
nationwide event hopes to educate all families on the 
importance of family meals and how greatly they benefit 
our youth.

Research has shown that eating more meals together 
at home can increase self-esteem, encourages healthier 
eating habits, improves grades and reduces the risky 
behavior among children of all ages. Another positive 
that comes from families eating more meals together 
is that structured meals can reduce the risk of children 
suffering from an eating disorder or being overweight 
when three or more meals are eaten at home per week.

With the new school year beginning, you can use 
this time to get back on track with schedules and family 
meals. Start with one meal at home per week and work 
to add more each week. Remember to include foods 
from all the food groups at meals using the MyPlate way. 
Keeping fruits and vegetables on hand whether they 
are fresh, frozen or canned can make meals simple by 
adding those as quick side dishes. Picking up a rotisserie 
chicken also makes meal prep easy, simply remove the 
skin and shred for chicken tacos or slice for chicken 
sandwiches. Don’t forget the slow cooker isn’t just for 
wintertime; using your slow cooker during the week 
means supper is ready when everyone gets home!

Family meal time is one thing that can be a challenge 
with all of our children’s activities and work schedules of 
parents. Hy-Vee dietitians and Hy-Vee stores are here to 
help reduce the mealtime planning burden. With services 
ranging from grocery shopping assistance and meal 

planning from your Hy-Vee dietitians and chef services 
from food demonstrations to cooking classes and the 
new addition of online shopping, Hy-Vee is here to help 
make our shoppers’ lives easier, healthier and happier. 

Join in the celebration of National Family Meals Month™ 
because families who eat together stay healthy together. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. 
Please consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Sudoku answers on page 51

shredded chicken & pinto bean burritos

makes 6 servings
all you need:
• 1 tbsp canola oil
• 1 medium onion, halved 

and sliced
• 2 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 tbsp ground cumin
• 1 tsp chile powder
• 1 (15 oz) can diced 

tomatoes with green chiles
• 1 tbsp lime juice 

• 4 c. shredded Hy-Vee 
rotisserie chicken

• 1 (15 oz) can pinto beans, 
rinsed

• 6 (10 inch) whole wheat 
tortillas or wraps, warmed

• 3/4 c. grated monterey or 
pepper Jack cheese

• 2 c. shredded green 
cabbage

all you do:
1. Heat oil in a large saucepan over medium heat. Add onion and 

cook, stirring, until softened, about 2 minutes.
2. Stir in garlic, cumin and chile powder. Cook for about 30 seconds.
3. Add tomatoes and lime juice; bring to a boil. reduce heat to a 

simmer and cook until the onions are very soft, 16 to 20 minutes.
4. Stir in chicken and beans. Continue cooking until the mixture is 

heated through, 3 to 5 minutes more.
5. Divide the chicken-bean mixture among warmed tortillas (or 

wraps). Top each with cheese and cabbage, roll into burritos 
and serve.

6. *Tip to warm tortillas: wrap in foil and bake at 300 degrees 
until steaming. Or, wrap in barely damp paper towels and 
microwave on HIGH for 30 to 45 seconds.

tips and notes:
To warm tortillas, wrap in foil and bake at 300 degrees until 
steaming. Or, wrap in barely damp paper towels and microwave 
on HIGH for 30 to 45 seconds.

To make the meal in advance, prepare the filling (steps 1 to 4), 
cover and refrigerate for up to 2 days.

Per Serving: 392 calories, 12g fat, 5g saturated fat, 84mg cholesterol, 
652mg sodium, 37g carbohydrates, 6g fiber, 38g protein

Source: Adapted from Eating Well, Inc
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boom boom out go the lights
by bob gelms

Charles D. Taylor has written an 
all-together fascinating account of a 
modern day nuclear attack submarine 
called Boomer. Boomer is the nickname 
for the class of submarine that Mr. Taylor 
is writing about. It just so happens that 
I have a friend who spent 6 years in the 
Navy, 3 years in training and 3 years active 
duty on a boomer in the missile room. I 
peppered him with questions about life on 
board, aspects of sailing under water for 3 
months at a time and the non-top-secret 
capabilities of the boat. There were some 
things he couldn’t talk about.

 What I did find out was that Boomer 
is very accurate with the plethora 
of detail regarding a submarine as a 
modern weapon and what it can do to 
you. It reminded so much of books by 
Tom Clancy. Mr. Taylor has written a sea 
saga that is nightmarishly real.

I want to add something of a spoiler 
alert here. All the plot points I reveal 
are disclosed by the author in the first 
30 pages or so. It’s the next 300 pages 
that will keep you from your normal daily 
activities like eating and sleeping.

In the distant past, the Soviet Union 
placed a sleeper agent here in the USA. 
This long-term plan was designed by 
Russian spymasters to subvert the single 
most important and lethal weapon in the 
US arsenal. The agent, Wayne Newell, 
joins the US Navy and rises to captain 
of the boomer USS Pasadena. His 
mission is to sneak up on other boomers 
and sink as many as he can. There is a 
diabolically clever cover story to get 
his officers and crew to go along with 
this. They are told that the Russians can 
mimic to a T the sound of US boomers. 
So it might look like a US submarine on 
all the instruments on the bridge but 
it is, in fact, a Russian submarine—all 
lies. Captain Newell has orders and 
documentation from the highest 
authority in the US Navy, all forged 
perfectly. The drama being played out 
aboard the USS Pasadena is duplicated 
in spades at headquarters when subs go 
missing. This book is wonderful.

The new Russian Premier has inherited 
this operation from a former spymaster 
and a former Premier. It is, without a 
doubt, an act of war. Part of the Russian 
thinking is that a nuclear war with the USA 
is survivable if all the boomers are taken 
out of the equation. I’m not so convinced 
of this and neither is the new Premier. The 
tension in the boats is ratcheted up way 
past ten on the anxiety dial but I have to 
tell you that you will feel it, too.

The characters are three-dimensional 
and the story is mindboggling. The 
scientific apparatus available to boomer 
crews is so advanced as to be close to 
science fiction. Just the listening devices 
alone are astounding. Not only do they 
have them on board but also planted 
on the sea bottom. The US Navy has a 
sound signature of every Russian boat 
afloat and, in reverse, the Russian’s have 
signatures of all our boats.

Stealth is the whole game. Noise, even 
more than an enemy boat, is the thing 
that will get you and everyone on the boat 
killed. I found one little piece of strategy 
utterly intriguing. The ocean is full of 
noise, both man made and biological. 
There is a frequency that nearly duplicates 
the background noise in the ocean that is 
the combination of the man made noise 
and the noise made by all the creatures 
that live in the sea. A boomer can come 
reasonably close to mimicking this 
background noise so as to become almost 
completely invisible to anything but a 
sonar ping. Since a sonar ping will give up 
your position as well as helping you find 
the enemy position, it’s not normally used.

I double down guarantee that as you 
read Boomer you will try to imagine 
how it ends. Save the electrical impulses 
racing through your brain. The story is a 
real life in the here and now kind of story 
so it has to have a real life in the here 
and now kind of ending. You can’t cop 
out and kill everybody off in a nuclear 
holocaust because that would be the 
easy way out. Mr. Turner didn’t cop out. 
He simply delivers an action pact sea 
saga of the first order. n

columnists 
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happily ever after
by pam kress-dunn

Strickland Gillilan (1869–1954) wrote a terrific poem 
called “Reading Mother.” It starts off,

“I had a mother who read to me
Sagas of pirates who scoured the sea.
Cutlasses clenched in their yellow teeth;
Blackbirds stowed in the hold beneath.”
Many of his references are dated; what on earth was 

“Gelert the hound of the hills of Wales”? But no matter. 
His mother opened his mind to the world of books, or 
rather, she brought to life the world itself by reading him 
books about all sorts of things.

Even before my granddaughters were born, I was 
thinking of books to give them. Then I had a big idea. I 
would give them every book that’s ever won the Caldecott 
Medal, the annual prize recognizing the preceding year’s 
“most distinguished American picture book for children.” 
No scribbled adaptations of the latest Disney romps for my 
girls. They deserved books that had won actual medals.

I made this promise before looking at a list of 
winners, before having read most of them, and without 
realizing that they currently number seventy-eight.

Every so often, I have run into Make Way for 
Ducklings (which won the 1942 Caldecott) or Come to 
the Doctor, Harry (which should have, for 1981 ) among 
my more grownup volumes. It had been a long while, 
though, since I’d paid close attention to a picture book. 
Yes, I did write a piece that ran here about lessons 
learned when The Cat in the Hat Comes Back, and I have 
read most of the Crayons series in book stores with my 
daughter, Allison. We recently skimmed The Day the 
Crayons Came Home—hilarious!—but we leave them on 
the shelves.

Though I recall little about my mother reading to me, 
memories are flooding back of reading to my own little 
brood. Herewith, some tips for anyone getting ready to 
read to a child.

First, it’s never too early to start. Get to know these 
books as soon as you know you’ve got a bun or two 
in the oven. You’ll start seeing the world through your 
child’s eyes long before you look into them. Expectant 
dads, did you know babies can hear in the womb by four 
months? Read aloud to that baby bump! Think how cool 
it will be when that little person recognizes a book you 
read to her in utero, a subtle, happy memory.

Too many books in the house? Don’t be silly. Ask 
your parents if they still have the ones you read. Maybe 
you saved your favorites; it’s time to hunt them down. 
At my daughter-in-law’s baby shower, guests brought 
signed books instead of cards. Buy, build, or scavenge 
bookcases. Let your children know the sky’s the limit. 
Don’t worry about shelving them in any order. They 
won’t forget where they put that one about Mike 
Mulligan and his steam shovel, Mary Anne.

Don’t dumb it down. If children don’t hear the words 
“rhinoceros,” “cumulus,” or “chartreuse,” they’ll have a 
hard time recognizing them when they’re learning to 
read on their own.

There’s more, but I’ll leave you with this very 
important advice: Before launching into story time, 
read it yourself. As I said, I had little experience with 
the Caldecotts before making my sweeping gesture. So 
as we have brought them home from every bookstore 
in Dubuque and Davenport, Iowa; Madison, Wisconsin; 
Omaha, Nebraska; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota, I sit 
down and study each one. Some have mostly (or only) 
pictures; others contain full-blown stories along with 
their superb illustrations. I read them so I will know just 
which ones to mark with a “read me soon!” note, and 
which to suggest holding back—or revising.

This is because one time, after a trip to a library, I 
began reading aloud a book my kids had picked out. 
Titled something like The Children in the Forest, I 

expected a happy, calming book about trees and ferns, 
maybe a frog or two. But these children wander deep 
into the forest, losing their way. Unlike Hansel and 
Gretel, they leave no trail behind. What do you suppose 
happens to them? The last line reads, “And so the 
children lay down beneath a big oak tree, and died.” No 
kidding! And as luck would have it, they were a brother 
and sister, so it might as well have said in red letters, 
“ALLISON AND DANIEL, THIS COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.”

Can you imagine writing a book like that for children? 
Luckily, mine were too young to read along. Allison was 
still months away from startling me with her overnight 
ability to read at age four. Also in my favor was a skill I’d 
developed years before, possibly beginning the winter 
night she woke me from deep slumber, eyes shining 
and arms lugging a stack of ten books. “Read!” she 
demanded. How could I refuse? I was a librarian; I was a 
writer; I read to myself constantly. I was a mother who 
read to them.

Protecting your children from stories you’d rather 
avoid (at least until they’re older) requires you to learn 
just one skill: Should you find yourself reading an 
unfamiliar book aloud, read ahead. With practice, you 
can skim an entire paragraph ahead while still accurately 
reciting all the words in the previous one. It was this 
magic power that allowed me to spy the disastrous 
end to the children’s bucolic walk, and to substitute for 
its Grimm Brothers’ scenario my own, saying instead, 
“So the little children lay down beneath a big oak tree 
to take a nice nap,” adding for good measure, “When 
their parents found them five minutes later, they all sat 
down under that sheltering tree, eating cupcakes and 
lemonade, before skipping all the way home.”

The end. Whew! n
—pam2617@yahoo.com
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dear erma,
My baby is 17 months and becoming 
immune to nap time. My sweet germ 
carrying precious ball of joy is now crazy, 
poop smearing, garbage picking wild 
man, who wants to yell for two hours 
during his nap instead of sleep. Meaning 
when about 4pm hits, he crashes and is 
up later. I would not be so bothered by 
it, if he slept in later in the morning! BUT 
NOPE! 6 AM, bright and early. I am really 
struggling with feeling OKAY with leaving 
my baby in his crib for a small amount 
of time. He does need to sleep but I am 
afraid my neighbors are going to think I 
am a bad Mom. Help me! By the way, do 
you baby sit?

—Caring Carol

dear caring carol,
Exercise your inner woman and a take a 
break! I remember in my youth I would 
babysit for a few little rascals who would 
find ways out of their cribs. Eventually 
and this is off the record, I used duct 
tape. For safety reasons. It was the last 
time I ever had an issue with naps. 

—Erma

dear erma,
I seriously despise direct sales. With 
every new product comes a million 
new promoters, comes a thousand 
great testimonials from people who are 
finally healthy… now that they are being 
healthier. I just do not get it. OF COURSE 
something is going to work when you do 
nothing. OF COURSE you are going to 
lose weight when others motivate you, 

hence why direct sales work. I am sick 
of it; seriously, why are people trying to 
take my money? I mean, sure I will try all 
your new makeup, ski care, pills, powder, 
patches, magic deodorant, weight loss 
miracle if you want to give it to me… 
FREE. Just for a month. So I become 
addicted. It never ends. I mean what did 
people do back in the 1800’s. Walk 20 
miles? Get serious, who wants to WALK 
ANYWHERE.

—Annoyed Ashley

dear annoyed ashley,
All good things must come to end. As do 
all direct sales. Eventually the company 
reinvents itself, people fade out, or it 
just gets so huge, that it is not special 
anymore. Heck, back in my day, I would 
rub oil all over my body and wrap it in 
plastic to try to lose weight. It worked 
the first time until I passed out. As far as 
direct sales and your friends. Just say NO. 
On the other hand, secretly try it from 
someone far far far far away and then 
decide. My oldest niece once gave me a 
melting candle. I accidently kicked it and 
it got wax everywhere. That got tossed. I 
tried these energy things once that were 
supposed to make me grow wings so I 
could fly… and then I got in trouble with 
my county sheriff for running amuck on 
Presidents day. It is relative, expensive, 
maybe worth it, maybe not. Although 
I am still a little salty about my wings. 
Would you happen to know anyone who 
sells those? I could really use a pair. 
Direct Sales or BUST!

—Thanks, The GERD
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aries
(march 21–april 19)
You know that one set of stairs 

that leads up the bluff and ends in the middle 
of the street at the top? Don’t walk up it at 
midnight during a full moon just in case it 
transports you to another dimension. 

taurus
(april 20–may 20)
I’d like to think that we’ve learned 

the lesson that beanie babies taught us: 
everything has a limited shelf life. Just in case 
you haven’t, steer clear of any and every 
Hallmark store.

gemini
(may 21–June 20)
Years and years of conditioning 

has taught us that pop music is cyclical. One 
trend ends, another begins, and decades from 
now it’ll all start over again. That said, expect 
Boz Scaggs to become wildly influential in 
about 6 years’ time.

cancer
(June 21–July 22)
Don’t let the actions and words of 

recent presidential candidates fool you: saying 
anything and everything to get attention is not 
a worthy trait of someone that wants to 
become the nation’s leader.

leo
(July 23–august 22)
Your big accomplishment in the 

weeks ahead will to FInAllY use every last pen 
or pencil in your house. These things only last 
so long!

virgo
(august 23–september 22)
You may desire a time when life 

was simpler but if you start making those 
Jell-O casseroles of decades gone by, you’ll 
shed friends left and right.

libra
(september 23–october 22)
Take it from me: never post a 

comment to a page on Facebook. especially if 
that post ends up being sponsored. You’re 
essentially asking for everyone on earth to like 
or reply and fewer people understand jokes 
than you’d think.

scorpio
(october 23–november 21)
when asking people to act as 

references on your resume, don’t ask your 
mailman if they’d be willing to be one.

sagittarius
(november 22–december 21)
It’s completely acceptable to make 

trips to visit your parents solely for the fact that 
their cable tier is more expansive than yours.

capricorn
(december 22–January 19)
If we’re being truthful with 

ourselves, the last age which you can 
reasonably purchase sugary kids’ cereal for 
yourself is 23.

aquarius
(January 20–february 18)
It’s a scientific fact that the best 

office supply dispensers involve animals that 
spew paperclips, rubber bands, et al. from one 
or more orifices. Purchasing any other kind 
would be an insult to nature and human 
ingenuity.

pisces
(february 19–march 20)
Though you prefer to keep your 

financial records complete and through, saving 
grocery store receipts for up to 6 years is not 
necessary. not in the least.
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