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With all of the social and political dust 
kicked up in the last couple of weeks 
between racially-motivated hate crimes 
and the Supreme Court shaking things up, 
it seems like a terrible idea to comment 
on either for fear that I can’t possibly not 
anger someone. So here goes… : )

I guess what strikes me most about 
these and other heated issues is what 
seems to be people’s inability to see gray 
areas. Everything is black or white (no 
pun intended). You are one thing or you 
are the other and nuance is not an option. 
It’s really infuriating and I think would be 
to anyone with the capacity for rational 
thought. Unfortunately, the people 
leading the national conversation often 
do not have that ability.

Everything’s a slippery slope 
apparently and as soon as gays can 
marry, we’re going to start marrying 
goats, or children or inanimate objects. 
Now, any sane person looks at this 
and knows that it’s just not the case. 
But I guess some people really can’t 
comprehend, first off, the notion that gay 
is not a choice people make. Living as a 
gay person publicly is a choice people 
make, but actually being gay actually 
IS one of the black and white issues 
that is just that. Also, the concept of 
consenting adults should not be hard to 
recognize. Your horse and your gun and 
a child cannot make those decisions and 
therefore are not relevant comparisons. 
Those things are NOT coming next, 
no matter how badly people want you 
to fear that they are with their jiggery 
pokery. I’m sorry if you can’t wrap your 
heard around the idea that people are 
born wired differently than you are. Even 
if they are, I still don’t understand why 
that affects you.

Religion is the answer, of course. 
People say that it infringes on religious 
liberty and moral conscience, so lets look 
at those. I think the easiest to dismiss 
is the moral conscience issue, as that 
is a fancy word for having an opinion. I 
am morally opposed to Nickleback and 
things artificially bacon flavored, but I 
realize that not everyone is. You don’t 
have to like it, but hating the idea of gays 
marrying doesn’t make it any less of a 
legally enforceable stance than hating the 
Green Bay Packers means you can get 
them removed from the NFL.

And then there is religious liberty. 
I guess people just are not getting the 
memo that the Supreme Court decision 
in no way forces any church or religious 
group to perform gay marriages. It’s just 
that simple. I get it. You hate it. But you 

don’t have to do them or go to them or 
condone them. No religion has to go 
against its long held beliefs, as archaic 
as they may be, and commit a sin of 
any kind. You are safe. You are exempt. 
Your religious liberties are intact and 
protected. But now, thankfully, so are 
the religious liberties of gay Americans 
who may have a religious denomination 
that does welcome gays and lesbians. 
So really, we’ve just extended religious 
liberty, not limited it.

And how about that confederate flag? 
I really do believe that today, many people 
do not see the flag as a symbol of slavery 
or treason, but just one of heritage. But 
the problem is that it really IS a symbol 
of slavery and treason. It was born of a 
treasonous act of secession which was 
fueled by the desire to retain slavery 
above all other reason for secession. 
People will argue ‘til they’re blue in the 
face that that’s not true, but it’s pretty 
clear and documented. They just really 
really, really want it not to be true.

I get that the General Lee car is not 
about hate or race, but for those to whom 
the flag remains a symbol of what it was 
created to represent in the first place, it is 
massively offensive and always has been. 
But until now, who was going to listen 
to them? And once again, no redneck or 
racist or just pride-filled but misguided 
Duke boy from Mississippi has to give 
up or take down his stars and bars. This 
is America and you have the right to let 
your freak flag, or hate flag, as the case 
may be, fly. All they are doing is asking 
that official government institutions stop 
displaying it. Your rebel liberties are still 
intact. Slavery aside, it’s kind of amazing 
that southern states were even allowed 
to retain it for their state flags after the 
Civil War in the first place. It is absolutely 
a symbol of treason against America. 
You don’t have to think of it that way 
when you look at it. But technically, that’s 
what it is. And whatever excuse proud 
southern boys and girls have for calling 
it their heritage, when guys in Iowa and 
Minnesota are wearing stars and bars 
and try to play the rebel card, well… we 
all know what it means. You’re fooling no 
one, except maybe yourself.

Despite all the hoopla, in the end, 
everyone that wanted to show their 
confederate flag or refuse to marry 
gays in their church can STILL do those 
things. So, uh… we kind of all got what we 
wanted… unless what you really wanted 
was to oppress the rights and freedoms 
of other Americans. n
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master gardener call center
mondays & thursdays: through september
the Dubuque County Master Gardeners are ready 
to help with gardening challenges of all kinds. 
the call center runs Mondays: 6–8 PM; thursdays: 
1–4 PM. In October there are Master Gardeners 
on duty on Thursdays only from 1–4 PM. Call 
563-583-6496 to reach the call center.

365ink lunchtime Jam
fridays: through september 4 @ noon–1 pm 
town clock plaza
Hosted by the 365ink crew and sponsored 
by Prudential Financial and Carlos O’kelly’s, 
Lunchtime Jams feature free laid-back 
lunchtime performances by great local acoustic 
musicians in Town Clock Plaza Fridays around 
lunchtime (weather permitting). lunchtime 
Jams also features great food from Carlos 
O’kelly’s with many other fantastic dining 
options in the immediate area.

titanic: the artifact exhibition
through september 7
national mississippi river museum & aquarium
Titanic: the Artifact exhibition takes you on a 
journey back in time to experience the legend 
of Titanic like never before. The exhibition has 
been designed with a focus on the legendary 
RMs Titanic’s compelling human stories as best 
told through over 150 authentic artifacts and 

extensive room re-creations. titanic: the 
Artifact Exhibition, sponsored by Dubuque 
Bank & Trust, is accessible for just $5 on top of 
a regular museum admission ($15 for adults/ 
$10 for kids / $13 for seniors over 64). Museum 
hours are 9 AM–6 PM daily. Visit 
RiverMuseum.com for more information.

dubuque farmers’ market
saturdays: through october @ 7 am–noon
near iowa & 12th st.
everything that shoppers love about the 
Dubuque Farmers’ Market is back and better 
than ever. Produce, hanging baskets, freshly 
baked goods, locally bottled wines, a great 
selection of arts and crafts, and more are now 
available. snAP customers are able to receive $1 
snAP tokens to purchase eligible food items at 
the Dubuque Farmers’ Market, and any customer 
will be able to purchase $5 Debit/Credit tokens 
to purchase anything at market through the new 
Market Money program. For more information, 
contact Dubuque Main Street at 563-588-4400 
or visit dubuquefarmersmarket.org.

find waldo in dubuque
daily: now through July 31
downtown dubuque

Where’s Waldo? In Dubuque, of 
course! The famous children’s book 
character in the striped shirt and black-
rimmed specs is visiting twenty-five 
different local businesses in downtown 
Dubuque this July. Those who spot him 
can win prizes—including buttons, book 
coupons and more. From Outside the 
Lines Art Gallery at 409 Bluff Street to 
Dubuque Food Co-op at 955 Washington 
Street, from HJ’s Emporium at 241 Main 
Street to The Multicultural Family Center 
at 1157 Central, Waldo figures will be well 
hidden in local business establishments. 
Find Waldo is a great summer vacation 
activity, and a wonderful way for 
residents to support local business and 
the Shop Local movement.

Anyone who wishes to participate 
can visit River Lights Bookstore, 1098 
Main Street, to pick up a “Find Waldo 
Local in Dubuque!” passport with the 
names of all the participating sites, and 
get their passport stamped or signed 
for each Waldo they spot. The first 125 
Waldo seekers to get their passports 
stamped or signed at ten or more sites 
can bring their passports back to River 
Lights Bookstore to receive an “I found 
Waldo” pin. Collecting store stamps or 
signatures at twenty or more businesses 

will entitle diligent seekers to enter in a 
grand prize drawing on July 31, with the 
top prize being a 6-volume deluxe set of 
Waldo books.

Where’s Waldo is the creation of 
Martin Handford, whose entertaining 
drawings of crowd scenes swept the 
world in the late eighties. Since then, 
the Where’s Waldo books have held a 
cherished spot on bookstore shelves 
the world over. There are now over 61 
million Waldo books in print worldwide 
and they’ve been translated into over 
30 languages. An entire generation has 
grown up searching for Waldo and his 
cast of wandering companions.

In celebration of Waldo’s longevity 
and popularity, his American publisher, 
Candlewick Press, is once again teaming 
up with the American Booksellers 
Association and 250 independent 
bookstores all across the country, 
including River Lights Bookstore here in 
Dubuque, Iowa, for some hide and seek 
fun as well as to encourage communities 
to patronize their local businesses. 
There is no charge to participate, and 
the hunt lasts for the entire month 
of July. For more information about 
hunting for Waldo in Dubuque, call River 
Lights at 563-556-4391. n

independence bluegrass: 
finnders & youngberg
thursday, July 2 @ 6:30 pm
schmid innovation center courtyard

Dupaco Community Credit Union 
once again presents renowned bluegrass 
masters Finnders & Youngberg from 
Colorado, featuring former tri-state 
music favorite Mike Finders, to the 
friendly confines of the courtyard at 
the Schmid Innovation Center at the 
Caradco Warehouse just in time for 
the Independence Holiday. Hosted by 

your friends at 365ink Magazine as a 
fundraiser supporting Marine Toys For 
Tots, the evening of music also features 
the Driftless Sisters beginning at 6:30 PM 
and, of course, a great wine tasting by the 
most decorated wine makers in the area, 
Dubuque Heritage Winery. Tickets are 
just $10 and include the tasting. Rain site 
will be inside Inspire Café. n
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thursday, July 2

independence day kids’ parade
9:30 am @ comiskey park
Bike, trike and/or wagon down to Comiskey 
Park! Decorations begin at 9:30 AM with kids 
parade following. This is a free event.

free day at matter creative center
9 am–8 pm @ matter creative center
we have a free admission day at Matter 
Creative Center (140 E 9th st.). we usually have 
a $5 general admission policy but Premier 
Bank is sponsoring FRee admission for the 
entire day. we have more than 1,000 pounds 
of leGO® bricks in our Building lab, a magnetic 
ball zone, and a giant block construction 
zone. we also have pottery painting and 
mosaic tile design. For more information, visit 
Mattercreative.center.

golden knights practice Jumps
1 pm @ kennedy mall parking lot
The Independence Day celebration begins in 
the kennedy Mall parking lot! enjoy military 

displays, get up close to the Richardson 
Motors Drop Zone in preparation for the 
Golden knights parachute jump, receive a free 
American Flag courtesy of Richardson Motors, 
and food and drink specials courtesy of the 
Dubuque Mining Company.

“your money, your future” classes
6–7:30 pm @ prescott resource center
Learn strategies to improve your financial 
management skills. The program will 
meet at the Prescott Resource Center, 1151 
White Street, in Dubuque. there is a $5 
fee per class. scholarships are available. 
To register or for more information, 
visit extension.iastate.edu/dubuque 
or contact Family Finance specialist, 
susan Taylor, at 563-583-6496 or email 
taylorse@iastate.edu.

“Making ends Meet “ on Thursday, July 2 will 
cover: spending Plans, Goal setting, Tracking 
Spending; “ABC’s of Banking” on thursday, 
July 9 will cover: types of Financial Institutions, 
selecting Financial Institutions to Meet your 
needs, types of Services, Managing Accounts; 
and “take Charge of Credit” on thursday, July 
16 will cover: What is Credit?, Forms of Credit, 
Building Credit History & understanding Credit 
Reports, Tips for using Credit wisely, solutions 
to Credit Issues.

independence bluegrass with  
finnders & youngberg
6:30 pm @ schmid innovation center courtyard
see page 4 for more information.

the gala of the royal horses
7 pm @ five flags center
The audience will experience the excitement, 
splendor, and majesty of the Gala of the Royal 
Horses for the first time as the show makes 
its us debut. The Gala of the Royal Horses is 
a spectacular entertainment event combining 
the most beautiful horses in the world with live 
performer creating a breathtaking event for the 
entire family. The Royal horses of europe are 
some of the most celebrated in history, favored 
for centuries by royalty, equestrian riders 
and bullfighters. Along with the magnificent 
stallions, spanish flamenco dancers will feature 
in authentic vibrant costumes accompanied by 
the mellow notes of a guitar to bring the sights 
and sounds of spain a heartbeat away.

tickets start at $26. there are a limited number 
of vIP seats available. Tickets are available at 
Five Flags Center Box Office and All Ticketmaster 
Outlets. To charge by phone call 800-745-3000. 
For group discounts, call 563-589-4258.

tri-state wind symphony concerts: 
dubuque chorale –bob demaree
7:30 pm @ eagle point park band shell
Pack up a picnic and your lawn chairs and 
bring the family to the eagle Point Park Band 
shell for the 21st season of tri-State Wind 
symphony Concerts! For more information, 
visit TSWS.org.

friday, July 3

independence day qigong class
8 am @ dubuque regional airport
Join for a free qigong class at the Dubuque 
Regional Airport outdoor observation area 
on Airport Rd in honor of Independence Day. 
Because the Dubuque Fireworks and Air Show 
is scheduled for Friday July 3, there should 
be a lot of interesting air traffic at the airport. 
Qigong and qi therapy are being studied and 
utilized by the us Military to treat veterans 
suffering from PTsD, mild traumatic brain 
injury, and symptoms of Agent Orange.
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friday, July 3

golden knights practice Jumps
9 am–5 pm @ kwik stop (peosta, ia)
Join us at the new kwik stop/Dairy Queen/
Fazoli’s location in Peosta. At, 11 AM the Golden 
knights will do a practice jump. watch the us 
Army Golden knights jump into the kwik stop 
Parking lot. Get up close and personal with the 
Golden knights and help them re-pack their 
chutes after their jump.

social connections for singles
5–7:30 pm @ shot tower
Join us for an evening with food and cards. Meet 
other singles in the area and have a fun time! For 
more information, call Joann at 563-581-3451 
or email Maureen at me61028@yahoo.com.

dyersville independence day celebration
5–11 pm @ dyersville, ia
Enjoy rides, food and beverages, square 
dancing, bingo, live music and fireworks 
at dusk. For more information, call 
563-543-9882 or visit dyersville.org.

fireworks and air show spectacular
6 pm @ a.y. mcdonald park
see article on left for more information.

heritagesong at alley stage
7:30 pm @ shake rag alley center for the arts 
(mineral point, wi)
Jen logueflower directs a regional troupe 
of talented musicians in this rich revue 
celebrating America in song. enjoy a night of 
sweet music and some bold slices of American 
history, politics, and religion. The format is 
similar to that of Jen’s Poemsong productions 
at Alley stage—music tied together with 
brief historical and contemporary narrative. 
Instead of poetry, Heritagesong draws on 
the patriotic familiars, spirituals, and folk 
songs of our American traditions. Count on 
strong voices, fresh arrangements, and a 
wide range of instrumentation. you’ll hear 
plenty of old favorites plus several musical 
settings of the Bill of Rights. tickets ($17.50; 
Students $13) can be purchased in advance 
by calling shake Rag Alley or stopping 
down to the office. Cash, check or credit 
card accepted. For more information, visit 
shakeragalley.com/alley-stage.

shenandoah pro rodeo 
rings entertainment bell
July 3 and 4 @ 7:30 pm
shenandoah riding center (200 n brodrecht rd., galena, il)

The Shenandoah Pro Rodeo is a July 
4th tradition in the tri-state area with the 
29th annual event on tap for July 3 and 
4 at 7:30 PM. Featuring top professional 
rodeo action, the best specialty 
entertainers, mutton bustin’ and more, 
it’s a fan favorite every year. But for 
2015, Mother Liberty will truly Ring her 
Bell as a 16’ tall custom built Liberty Bell 
will be featured in a truly memorable 
patriotic opening production. Known for 
unique patriotic pageantry, Three Hills 
came up with a special twist that makes 
the “Bell” a one of a kind.

The late Bob Link, of Link Hydraulic 
in Dubuque put in countless hours 
transforming Three Hills Rodeo’s idea 
into reality. He did extensive research 
on the Liberty Bell to make sure all 
the details were correct and the end 
product was authentic in appearance. 
From the color to the inscription, Bob 
put his heart and soul into creating what 
he said was one of his most unusual 
projects. Link enabled the top of the bell 
to remotely open as the platform lifts 
up and presents a horse and rider with 

an American flag… it’s a patriotic tribute 
unlike anything you will ever see.

The free Preshow from 6–7 PM 
also provides more FUN and unique 
opportunities. Pony rides are featured 
for kids but all ages will enjoy meeting 
the rodeo entertainers for autographs, 
learn to rope, throw some “horseshoes” 
or sit on Midnight, the 2,000 lb. brahma 
bull in the bucking chutes.

The Shenandoah Riding Center is 
located at 200 N Brodrecht Road in 
Galena, IL. The gates open at 6 PM rain 
or shine. Hillside seating surrounds the 
beautiful Shenandoah Riding Center 
Arena. Great food with many new 
food vendors and specialty vendors 
will be available. The show starts at 
7:30 PM and ends each performance 
with one of the tri-states best fireworks 
displays to music. If that’s not enough 
fun, head into the Shenandoah Riding 
Center after the rodeo for live music 
at Rodeo After Party… Whether you’re 
6 or 76… it’s a “Buckin’ Good Time”. 
For more information call Corey 
Morehead 563-343-4752 or visit 
theShenandoahridingCenter.com. n

dubuque fireworks and  
air show spectacular
friday, July 3 @ 6 pm
a.y. mcdonald park

Only the biggest and best fireworks 
display for miles around! Located in the 
Hawthorne Street area by McDonald 
Park, get there early for the best spots 
and bring some beverages ‘cause you’re 
gonna be there awhile.

The air show begins at 6 PM. 
Activities and demonstrations include: 
Military Swearing in Ceremony, Aerostars 
Demonstration Team, Golden Knights 
Parachute Team, US Army Special 

Operations Semi, Mike Wiskus Lucas 
Oil Pitts Plane, MV22 US Marine Corp 
Osprey, US Navy F-18 Hornet, Heritage 
Flight with an F-16 and P-51 Mustang, 
Jet Demonstration with Red Star and 
Dragon, US Army Chinook Helicopter, 
Tribute to our Troops, and Missing 
Man Formation. Then, at dusk, prepare 
yourself for the biggest fireworks 
display yet! For more information, visit 
dubuqueairShowandFireworks.com. n
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the true story of John yates beall
7:30 pm @ ellen kennedy center (cascade, ia)
In 1862, the 2nd year of the Civil war John 
yates Beall, a Confederate soldier, spent the 
summer in Cascade, Iowa. At the end of the 
war he was hanged as a spy. On whom he 
was spying, what and where is the subject 
of The True story of John yates Beall, a play 
by s. keyron McDermott to be performed at 
the ellen kennedy Center (505 Johnson st. 
nw, Cascade, IA). Tickets, $12, $10 in advance 
at City Hall. For further information contact 
s. keyron McDermott at 563-451-8523 
keyronmcd@yahoo.com or Cascade City Hall 
at 563-852-3114.

shenandoah pro rodeo
7:30 pm @ shenandoah riding center (galena, il)
See page 6 for more information.

bellevue heritage days
bellevue, ia
Bellevue celebrates the Independence Day 
holiday with Heritage Days, two days of family-
friendly activities including carnival rides, a 
Queen Contest, dance, parade, petting zoo, a 
show by ski Bellevue, vintage tractor, car and 
motorcycle displays, and fireworks. For more 
information, visit bellevueia.com.

shullsburg independence day celebration
shullsburg, wi
on Friday, July 3, take part in the Fire 
Department Hog Roast at 416 W. Wood St, 
Inflatable Carnival at 4:30 PM, talent Show at 
7 PM, Minute to Win It at 8:30 PM, and dance 
the night away with Hot Rod DJ at 8:30 PM. 
Then, on saturday, July 4 at Badger Park, 
noon–10 PM, enjoy: Parade, Dunk Tank, kids 
games, Boulder’s Climbing wall, Fire Dept. 
water Fights, Free petting zoo, Pedal Tractor 
Pull, music by sunshine, Pie Auction, Raffle 
Drawing, Music by ernie Hendrickson, and 
fireworks at 9:45 PM.

saturday, July 4

la motte 4th of July celebration
9 am @ la motte, ia
la Motte Area Advancement in la Motte 
Iowa hosts an annual 4th of July Celebration 
with a few events in the morning (Horseshoe 
tournament and Cattle show) and the bulk 

of the events getting kicked off by a parade 
at 1 PM. There is a bean bag tournament, free 
music, bingo, and showdown. We are a non-
profit organization that is trying to raise money 
to replace the 30 year old community park in 
the heart of la Motte. we will have food, beer, 
and family activities including children’s games 
and Lt Amusements inflatables. no entry fee; 
pay as you go.

stockton 4th of July celebration
9 am–10 pm @ stockton, il
enjoy bounce house, face painting, bingo, kids 
tractor pull, tug o war, craft vendors, 3-on-3 
tournament, dunk tank, live music, classic car 
show and fireworks at dusk. 

artists take over the porch: 
alda kaufman (watercolor painting)
11 am–3 pm @ outside the lines art gallery dbq 
Artists from around the region will be 
demonstrating how they make their art on 
the grand front porch of Outside the lines Art 
Gallery at 409 Bluff Street in Dubuque, Iowa. A 
different artist will demonstrate each saturday 
throughout the summer. It is free and open 
to everyone. This is a relaxed and easygoing 
approach to learn firsthand how artists create 
everything from paintings to jewelry, sculpture 
and pottery. Children and their questions are 
welcome! some artists will offer additional 
artwork for sale above and beyond artwork 
shown in the gallery.

ice cream social
11 am–4 pm @ mathias ham house
The Fourth of July Ice Cream social, sponsored by 
the Dubuque County Historical Society celebrates 
Independence Day in good ol’ fashioned style at 
the historic Ham House at the corner of shiras 
and lincoln Avenue, just below eagle Point Park. 
The afternoon event features music, food, tours 
of the mansion and historic kids games. For more 
information, visit RiverMuseum.com.

the true story of John yates beall
2 pm @ ellen kennedy center (cascade, ia)

ski bellevue waterski show team
6 pm @ bellevue south riverbank (bellevue, ia)
The ski Bellevue waterski show Team is one 
of only four waterski show teams in Iowa, and 
the only one performing on the Mississippi. 
All shows are free! Great family entertainment 
with glittery costumes, great music, and 
powerful towboats.
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meet me @ Jazz!
dubuque... and all that Jazz! featuring the Jimmys
friday, July 17 @ 6 pm

Dubuque Main Street’s annual series of free 
summertime festivals held under the Town Clock have 
become the prime place for friends to meet. And meet 
they do, by the thousands. Friends, neighbors, relatives, 
and acquaintances will all have that opportunity Friday, 
July 17 at the second Dubuque … and All That Jazz of the 
2015 season with a performance by Madison-based blues 
band The Jimmys. 

An award-winning seven-piece blues and R&B 
band, The Jimmys will be making their All That Jazz! 
debut. The Jimmys combine the talents of keyboard 
and Hammond organ wizard Jimmy Voegeli, longtime 
member of Westside Andy/Mel Ford Band, the drummer 
from The Georgia Satellites, the four-piece horn section 
from Clyde Stubblefield’s Band, and the legendary blues 
guitarist Perry Weber on six-string and vocals. 

As always, the Dubuque Jaycees will be serving up 
cold beverages with premium craft beers available at all 
three beverage stand locations and the capability to take 

credit/debit cards for beverage ticket purchases making 
it even easier for festivalgoers to enjoy the event. 

In addition to the Jaycees, Dubuque Main Street 
works with local food vendors to give festivalgoers a 
variety of tasty food options at All That Jazz. This year’s 
selection of food vendors includes Beauty & The Beef, 
Carlos O’Kelly’s, Freddie’s Popcorn, Manna Java World 
Café, The Chocolate Hog, The Corner Taverna, The 
Morning Weenie, and West Dubuque Tap. 

As appropriate as the “Meet Me @ Jazz” slogan is, 
it’s not the only promotional tool Main Street uses for 
All That Jazz. Award winning graphic designer Michael 
Schmalz, Jr. of Refinery Design Company has been 
creating unique custom artwork for Jazz posters, limited 
edition prints and T-shirts for years. 

So there you have it: Music, food, beverages, and a 
few thousand of your best friends under the Town Clock. 
Come on down. Meet me at Jazz. n

dubuque... and all that Jazz! 
2015 lineup

friday, July 17: the Jimmys
this seven-piece award winning blues and R&B band is 
brand new to Dubuque, and to Jazz! the Jimmys have 
proven their combination of blues, R&B, and funk is a real 
show stopper at festivals from st. Paul, Minnesota, to 
kalamzoo, Michigan. Put this show on your calendar today, 
and join the Jimmys for their first performance under the 
Town Clock! sponsored by: American Trust & savings Bank 
and the Diamond Jo Casino.

friday, august 21: 10 of soul
this high-energy 10(ish)-piece band brings to the stage a 
dynamic range of classic tunes from the soul, funk, and 
blues genres, as well as a few funky arrangements of their 
own! Featuring FIve versatile vocalists, a tight rhythm 
section, and a four-piece horn section, this band has made it 
their sole (or sOul) mission to entertain audiences to the 
fullest. Sponsored by: Cottingham & Butler, Dubuque Bank & 
Trust, and McGladrey llP.

friday, september 4: the lonely goats
the final Jazz! of the summer presents a local fan favorite 
that wowed the crowd last year: The lonely Goats! Their 
zydeco-inspired sounds will get festivalgoers out of their 
seats and dancing in the streets! sponsored by: Dittmer 
Recycling, Riley subaru, and Miracle Car wash.
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saturday, July 4

galena independence day  
parade and fireworks
6 pm @ downtown galena
Annual community parade featuring floats, 
bands, marchers and more. After the parade 
enjoy live music at the Green st. Plaza until the 
fireworks begin. Food and beverages will be 
available for purchase. For more information, visit 
kiwanisclubofgalena.org or call 815-238-4538.

shenandoah pro rodeo
7:30 pm @ shenandoah riding center (galena, il)

earlville fourth of July celebration
earlville, ia
earlville will have Fourth of July activities all 
day including a 5k fun run at 9 AM, a beanbag 
tournament at noon, Parade at 4 PM, games, 
inflatables, and food starting at 5 PM and 
fireworks at dusk! Learn more at the Earlville 
Community Club Facebook page!

monticello 4th of July celebration
monticello, ia
enjoy a Fireman’s Breakfast at the Berndes 
Center 6:30–10:30 AM, and a parade at 11 AM. 
Festivities at the Fairgrounds from 4–11 PM 
include: kids inflatables, concessions, and 
more. Fireworks begin around 10:15 PM.

platteville 4th of July celebration
platteville, wi
5k Walk/Run registration begins at 7:30 AM at 
the Rollo Jamison Museum (405 e. Main st.). 
Youth walk/run begins at 8 AM, and adults 
start soon after. the first 100 people will get a 
t-shirt with their $10 entry fee. At 10 AM, there 
will be a program in City Park honoring our 
WWII and korean Veterans. From 9 AM–6 PM, 
Rollo Jamison Museum will host Heritage 
Day. The wundos play from noon to 4 PM. 
explore the galleries with your free admission, 
see Hit and Miss Engines & Antique tractors, 
view demonstrations, play traditional games, 
participate in art activities at the Rountree 
Gallery, enjoy food from Platteville Music 
Booster Food stand, and view cars from the 
southwest wisconsin Auto Club Car Display. 
events at legion Field begin at 4 PM including: 
softball tournaments, bean bag tournament, 
co-ed volleyball tournaments, bingo, Jaycees 

beer tent, rock wall climbing, merry-go-round/
moon walk by Mound view Rides, concessions, 
decorated bike parade, fire ladder rides, live 
music and a patriotic program complete with 
fireworks at dusk.

bellevue heritage days
bellevue, ia

shullsburg independence day celebration
shullsburg, wi

sunday, July 5

rockin’ the ridge: roy schroedl
3–6 pm @ sunset ridge winery
we have live music for you every sunday 
through september. kick back, enjoy a glass of 
wine, and listen to some great tunes from 
talented musicians. sunset Ridge winery is 
located at 12615 Highway 52 n.

music in the gardens:  
madison brass band
6:30 pm @ dubuque arboretum
Music in the Gardens, a free summer concert 
series, offers a wide variety of family-friendly 
music in the beautiful surroundings of 
Dubuque’s Arboretum. the free concert series 
begins at 6:30 PM and is sponsored by a variety 
of area businesses and organizations including 
the Dubuque Arts Council who hosts the June 
14–July 26 performances. Bring lawn chairs or 
blankets and your own picnic!

clare cares freedom swim
7–9 pm @ sutton pool
Come support our veterans Freedom Center 
and have a fun time swimming. Cost is $5 per 
person, and all monies will go to the veterans 
Freedom Center for them to continue their 
awesome work assisting local veterans and 
their families.

monday, July 6

maker camp
4–5 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 38 for more information.
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tuesday, July 7

nami care and share meeting
7 pm @ caradco building, millwork collective
nAMI (national Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Dubuque invites you to participate in our Care 
and Share Meetings the first tuesday of every 
month at 7 PM. this is group is open to anyone 
with lived experience, their family members, 
loved ones and anyone wanting to provide 
support. All meetings are held in the lower level 
Millwork Collective area at 900 Jackson Street. 
This event is free and open to the public.

colts music on the march
7 pm @ senior high school, dalzell field
The Colts’ show has been a highlight on 
Dubuque’s summer calendar since 1963. Seven 
groups are scheduled to compete in this Drum 
Corps International summer tour event. Tickets 
are on sale now at colts.org.

wednesday, July 8

galena festival of the performing arts
noon @ galena public library (galena, il)
See page 16 for more information.

open house at toastmasters  
speakeasy 3588
5:30–7:30 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
looking to develop speaking and leadership 
skills? Ace a job interview? Ignite your 
career? Come be our guest to learn what 
we do, and how we can help you with 
your communication and leadership skills. 
Toastmasters International is a world 
leader in communication and leadership 
development. For more information, 
visit 3588.toastmastersclubs.org or 
facebook.com/ToastmastersSpeakeasyclub.

perspective drawing 101
7–8 pm @ maquoketa art experience 
(maquoketa, ia)
See page 17 for more information.

snow white: a new musical
7:30 pm @ bell tower theater
See page 16 for more information.

thursday, July 9

rustic arts and nature crafts  
woodland workshops
7:30 am @ shake rag alley cfa
whether you’re a beginner or experienced, you 
are in for an incredibly fun and creative time. 
Join a great group of nature-loving folks and 
create rustic furniture, garden art, woodcarvings, 
and other nature based projects using hand tools 

and natural materials. Cost varies by workshop. 
shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts is located at 
18 Shake Rag St., Mineral Point, WI. For more 
information, visit ShakeRagalley.com.

midwest hosta society  
rendezvous convention
3–9 pm @ holiday inn dubuque/galena
the Dubuque Regional Hosta Society has a 
variety of events taking place from Thursday 
through saturday. There will be vendors 
set-up at the Holiday Inn. there will also be 
a leaf show held at the Holiday Inn. For more 
information, visit midwesthostasociety.org.

“your money, your future” classes
6–7:30 pm @ prescott resource center

dubuquers play euchre
6:30–8:30 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 38 for more information. 

inspiring people series: tami miller
7 pm @ inspire café
The series is a monthly event in which inspiring 
people speak from their hearts about what 
inspires and motivates them to share their 
gifts and contribute positively to the world. 
each presenter shares personal stories 
about their struggles, insights, passions and 
breakthroughs for approximately 20–30 
minutes and then will respond to audience 
questions and comments. the sessions are free. 
visit inspire-cafe.com for more information.

Tami Miller had everything then suddenly 
everything changed. A painful divorce, 
bankruptcy, loss of her business and home 
shattered the fairy-tale she thought she was 
living in. eventually Tami and her daughters 
began Friends of the state street Family which 
has fed over 208,000 meals on the street and 
supplied thousands of survival gear items to 
those unable to stay in the shelters. 
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shullsburg 12th annual music in the park
7–8:30 pm @ badger park (shullsburg, wi)
Food and beverage will be available for 
purchase at each of these free, family-friendly 
events, with different offerings at every show. 
Concert goers are encouraged to bring their 
lawn chairs or blankets. the five events are 
held on Thursday evenings, rain or shine. Free 
nightly drawings are also part of the concert’s 
agenda this year. For more concert information, 
visit shullsburgmusicinthepark.com. 
thursday, July 9 features the Wundos. Food 
and beverage will be provided by water street 
Pub & Lodging, starting at 6 PM.

snow white: a new musical
7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

tri-state wind symphony concerts: 
tsws concert
7:30 pm @ eagle point park band shell

friday, July 10

rustic arts and nature crafts  
woodland workshops
7:30 am @ shake rag alley cfa

midwest hosta society  
rendezvous convention
9 am–5 pm @ holiday inn dubuque/galena

dan wardell’s reading road trip!
10–11 am @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 38 for more information.

snow white: a new musical
2 & 7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

social connections for singles
5–7:30 pm @ shot tower

matter 21+ social evenings
5:30–8 pm @ matter creative center
Matter Creative Center’s 21+ social evenings 
allow you to have fun enjoying all of our 
creativity building adventures in a grown-up 

atmosphere. All 21+ social evenings are for 
adults 21 or older (no exceptions) and allow you 
to bring light snacks and your own beverages, 
including beer or wine if you’d like (please 
no hard alcohol). enjoy all of our anytime 
adventures, plus our add-on options like pottery 
painting items, guided painting sessions, mosaic 
design items, and glass painting. For more 
information, please visit Mattercreative.center.

“the people you meet” reception
5:30–8:30 pm @ gallery c
See page 17 for more information.

sandy hook nights:  
chad sullins & last call coalition
5:30 pm–midnight @ sandy hook tavern  
(hazel green, wi)
Sandy Hook tavern offers a biker-styled 
alternative on select Friday evenings through 
the september with a mix of live music, steak 
feeds, games and raffles, and each night 
benefitting a different charitable organization. 
Designed as an “after work” social event.

On Friday, July 10, take a dinner cruise to Dirty 
Ernies from 5:30–8 PM. Chad Sullins & Last Call 
Coalition will play 8–Midnight. the charity is 
Toys for Tots.

cascade rockin’ on the river music fest
6–11 pm @ cascade riverview amphitheater 
(cascade, ia)
All musical events will have food vendors 
available. Bring your own coolers and lawn 
chairs! Admission is $7, and children 12 and 
under are free. enjoy nutsy and lori, The Old 
57s, and tri-County Car Cruisers and Dubuque 
Main street Cruisers.

downtown friday night
6:30–10 pm @ 1st avenue, dyersville, ia
Come to Downtown Dyersville on 1st Ave for 
food, fun and music! entertainment, food, 
beverages, and games for the kids and adults 
are part of the evenings’ highlights. Music from 
Ziegfried underground. Bring your family and 
friends and have a great time! Call the Chamber 
for more information, 563-875-2311.

bingo—the winning musical
7 pm @ ohnward fine arts center
See page 18 for more information.

tim olson and ron hahlen reception
7–9 pm @ outside the lines art gallery dbq
See page 18 for more information.
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friday, July 10

heartland festival: mary poppins
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa
See page 19 for more information.

children of eden
7:30 pm @ five flags theater
See page 18 for more information.

galena festival of the performing arts
7:30 pm @ grace episcopal church (galena, il)

voices: art slam 2015 deadline
A call to 2014-15 MFA graduates and professional 
artists. Art slam is a dual competition facing 
three teams (or individuals) in the professionals 
category and three teams (or individuals) in the 
MFA graduate students category. live model(s) 
will be the subject to be interpreted in the 
artwork. A $1500 prize will be awarded to the 
each category. The audience will vote on their 
favorites by cash donation/dollars dropped into 
the voting box for each team. Teams will keep all 
the cash donations. All artwork will be retained 
by voices Productions. If artwork is sold, artist 
will be awarded 50% of the sale price.

notification of selected artists: Friday, July 17. 
Please send your website and images to wendy 
at wendyrolfe@me.com.

saturday, July 11

rustic arts and nature crafts  
woodland workshops
7:30 am @ shake rag alley cfa

the french café
10–11 am @ multicultural family center
Join other Dubuque community members 
fluent (or becoming fluent) in speaking French 
for coffee and conversation. Participation is 
free, registration required. Sign up at 
cityofdubuque.org/recreation. Registration 
forms can also be found at the MFC and the 
MFC website. For more information, call 
563-582-3681 or visit mfcdbq.org.

paint & pour
11 am–2 pm @ galena cellars (galena, il)
enjoy an afternoon of painting at Galena Cellars 
with Galena artist sandra Principe at Galena 
Cellars Vineyard & Winery, 4746 n. Ford Rd., 
Galena, IL. no experience is required. the cost 
is $35 per person which includes lunch and a 
glass of wine. There is an optional $15 materials 
fee. To RsvP, call sandra at 815-541-0068. For 
more information, visit galenacellars.com.

artists take over the porch: 
sharon krapfl (watercolor painting)
11 am–3 pm @ outside the lines art gallery dbq

asbury music in the park
noon–11 pm @ asbury park (asbury, ia)
see article on left for more information.

red shouldered hawks & cerulean 
warbler in northeast iowa
1 pm @ swiss valley nature center (peosta, ia)
Jon stravers will present an energetic and 
educational program on his research and 
observations of the Red shouldered Hawks & 
Cerulean warblers in northeast Iowa at swiss 
Valley nature Center, 13606 Swiss Valley Road 
Peosta, IA. He is charismatic, and exciting to 
listen to, birders and non-birders will enjoy this 
fantastic program!

Jon currently serves as the coordinator for 
Driftless Area Bird Conservation. For the past 
34 years he has specialized in monitoring 
and inventory projects on Red-shouldered 
Hawks, Bald eagles and other birds along the 
Mississippi River. He is also involved in Cerulean 
warbler surveys in the Driftless Area. These 
surveys are sponsored by Iowa DnR yellow 
River state Forest, the McGregor District of 
the u.s. Fish & wildlife service, the u.s. Army 
Corps of engineers natural Resources Division, 
the Iowa Ornithologists union, and various 
Audubon Chapters in the region.

If you have any questions about this program 
or would like more information about DCCB 
programming please call 563-556-6745.

asbury music  
in the park
saturday, July 11 @ noon–1 pm
asbury park (asbury, ia)

This is a free family event with a 
variety of music, entertainment, food, 
children’s games and family activities. 
Entertainment during the daytime 
includes local dancers, actors from 
Rising-Star Theatre Co., magicians, and 
bands. Other activities include face-
painting, petting zoo, balloon animals, 
and a variety of other fun games.

The Asbury Municipal Campus will 
also have a Grand Opening that day. 
Tour the Dubuque County Library 
Branch, City Hall and the Police Station. 
The Field of Dreams Ghost Players will 
play a celebrity game at 2 PM and with 
kids at 3 PM.

The Broken Strings duo performs at 
5 PM and the band in the evening will 
be “Clutch Cargo” from 7–11 PM. This 
10-piece band from the Rockford area 
is sure to have everyone dancing and 
having a great time!

Shuttle service will be available that 
day with stops throughout the City of 
Asbury as well as several outlying areas. 
Due to the food vendors presence there 
are NO CARRY-INs allowed that day. n

reach & rise®
mentoring program informational sessions
thursday, July 16 @ noon and 5:30 pm
dubuque community ymca/ywca

Being a mentor to a child guarantees 
that at least ONE person cares about 
that child’s well-being and wants to see 
that child succeed!

Volunteers age 23+ who want to have 
fun, inspire, and motivate a child and is 
willing to spend 1–3 hours a week with 
a child between the ages of 6–17 are 
invited to attend our sessions.

A light lunch will be available at the 
noon session. Each session will last 
approximately 30–45 minutes. The 
Dubuque Community YMCA/YWCA 
is located at 35 North Booth St. in 
Dubuque. Please RSVP by Wednesday, 

July 15. For more information, to reserve 
your spot, or if you are interested but 
unable to attend, please contact Jennie 
Weber, Program Director 563-556-3371 
or jweber@dubuquey.org. n
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midwest hosta society  
rendezvous convention
1–4 pm @ holiday inn dubuque/galena

snow white: a new musical
2 & 7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

nerf capture the flag
4:45 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 38 for more information.

bingo—the winning musical
7 pm @ ohnward fine arts center

heartland festival: mary poppins
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa

children of eden
7:30 pm @ five flags theater

galena festival of the performing arts
7:30 pm @ grace episcopal church (galena, il)

hairball
8 pm @ five flags arena
see page 24 for more information.

balltown fireworks
9:30 pm @ balltown, ia
spend some time in Balltown, Iowa and enjoy 
the fireworks around 9:30 PM.

sunday, July 12

rustic arts and nature crafts  
woodland workshops
7:30 am @ shake rag alley cfa

audubon butterfly count
1 pm @ swiss valley nature center and  
mines of spain (eb lyons)
This is great family fun. Join Audubon for a 
fun hike filled with excitement! We will be 
conducting citizen science to catch, identify, 
and release butterflies. nets will be provided. 
Bring water, hat, and sunscreen. Families and 
individuals are invited to meet at either swiss 
valley nature Center or eB lyons Interpretive 
Center at 1 PM to begin butterfly count. Tally 
results over your own picnic supper at eB lyons 
Interpretive Center at 4 PM. Meet in the picnic 
area adjacent to the parking lot. For more 
information, call 563-556-6745.

snow white: a new musical
2 pm @ bell tower theater

heartland festival: mary poppins
2 pm @ uw-p cfa

bingo—the winning musical
2 pm @ ohnward fine arts center

children of eden
2 pm @ five flags theater

rockin’ the ridge: andy wilberding
3–6 pm @ sunset ridge winery

music in Jackson park
6–8 pm @ Jackson park
The free evening concerts in Jackson Park are 
held from 6–8 PM, celebrating the diversity of 
one of downtown Dubuque’s neighborhoods. 
the family-friendly events, sponsored by 
the Downtown neighborhood Association, 
the Multicultural Family Center, and City of 
Dubuque feature a different style of music for 
each concert and free food!

music in the gardens: coupe deville
6:30 pm @ dubuque arboretum

book discussion:  
gulp: adventures on the alimentary canal
7 pm @ carnegie-stout public library
See page 38 for more information.

monday, July 13

growing season webinar: 
water in the garden
4–6 pm @ dbq county extension office
Isu extension and Outreach horticulturist 
Denny schrock along with Boone County 
Master Gardener Jamie Beyer, will discuss 
various water saving techniques to apply 
to the garden and how to incorporate 
creative water features. To register, contact 
laura klavitter at 563-583-6496 or 
klavitte@iastate.edu. All master gardeners 
attending will earn two continuing education 
hours for each webinar. To learn how to 
become an Iowa Master Gardener, visit 
extension.iastate.edu/dubuque. Cost: $5.
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12th annual

dubuque community ymca/
ywca golf classic
monday, July 20 @ 11:30 am
thunder hills county club (peosta, ia)

Chip in for the kids and create a 
brighter future for your community. 
This outing directly benefits the kids of 
the tri-states. Take a swing for building 
confident kids, healthy families, and a 
stronger community by sponsoring and 
golfing in this event.

Thunder Hills Country Club is located 
at 16682 Thunder Hills Dr. in Peosta, 
Iowa. An optional lunch begins at 
11:30 AM, registration begins at noon, 
the 18 Hole Shotgun Start begins at 1 PM, 
Social Hour is at 5 PM, and the dinner 
and program will be at 6 PM.

Your participation will help make it 
possible for the Y to provide support 
and resources that impact over 10,000 
people a year. The Dubuque Community 
YMCA/YWCA strengthens our 
community through: youth development, 
healthy living, social responsibility, 
eliminating racism, and empowering 
women. For 149 years, the Y has proudly 
served the tri-states.

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Gonzales-
Denham at 563-556-3371 or 
sgonzales-denham@dubuquey.org. n

dubuque’s 1st annual 
summer sustainability fair
saturday, July 25 @ 11 am–4 pm
rescue mission garden

Everyone is welcome and admission 
is free! This great event is for all ages 
and will take place at the Rescue Mission 
Garden in Dubuque at the end of Iowa 
St. between city parking garage and the 
Canfield Hotel.

Spend your afternoon with us and 
enjoy fair games, prizes, giveaways, 
crafts, garden and greenhouse tours, 
interactive booths from local businesses, 
entertainment, music, on-site made 
pizza with fresh ingredients from the 
garden, and keynote speaker from 
Angelic Organics at 1 PM.

For more information, 
call 563-690-6032 or email 
greeniowadB@gmail.com. n
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wednesday, July 15

perspective drawing 101
7–8 pm @ maquoketa art experience 
(maquoketa, ia)

snow white: a new musical
7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

heartland festival: mary poppins
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa

thursday, July 16

reach & rise® mentoring program 
informational sessions
noon & 5:30 pm  
@ dubuque community ymca/ywca
see page 12 for more information.

“your money, your future” classes
6–7:30 pm @ prescott resource center

shullsburg 12th annual music in the park
7–8:30 pm @ badger park (shullsburg, wi)

snow white: a new musical
7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

heartland festival: mary poppins
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa

tri-state wind symphony concerts:  
big band express
7:30 pm @ eagle point park band shell

friday, July 17

social connections for singles
5–7:30 pm @ shot tower

dubuque... and all that Jazz!
5–9:30 pm @ town clock plaza
See page 8 for more information.

snow white: a new musical
7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

galena festival of the performing arts
7:30 pm @ grace episcopal church (galena, il)

heartland festival: rapunzel
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa
See page 19 for more information.

bug party
8–9:30 pm @ swiss valley nature center
The bugs are back and ready to party with us! 
This is the second annual Bug Party at swiss 
valley nature Center. Bring the whole family to 
explore the invertebrates of the preserve and 
learn more about the magical world of BuGs! 
Dress for the weather and feel free to call with 
any questions.

saturday, July 18

nw il art fest
10 am–7 pm @ stockton memorial park 
(stockton, il)
nW IL Art Fest is being held Saturday, July 18 at 
10 AM–7 PM and Sunday, July 19 at 10 AM–4 PM 
in the stockton Memorial Park along Hwy 20. 
Some of the finest artists will be displaying 
their talents. stop in to taste some of the 
areas local wine and craft brews and smell 
the BBQ Fest competition while listening to 
live entertainment.This free event is great for 
the family. we are still accepting artists. For 
more information, visit nWiLartFest.com or 
Facebook.com/nWiLartFest.

heartland festival: rapunzel
11 am @ uw-p cfa

artists take over the porch: 
brian mccormick (woodblock carving)
11 am–3 pm @ outside the lines art gallery dbq

snow white: a new musical
2 & 7:30 pm @ bell tower theater

ski bellevue waterski show team
4 pm @ bellevue south riverbank (bellevue, ia)

summer dance
7 pm @ knights of columbus hall
summer Dance is sponsored by social 
Connections for singles and features 
Ron Lubbers at the kC Hall 781 Locust St. 
Open to the public—married or single. Call 
563-581-3451 for more info. Admission is $6.

heartland festival: mary poppins
7:30 pm @ uw-p cfa

galena festival of the performing arts
7:30 pm @ grace episcopal church (galena, il)

sunday, July 19

snow white: a new musical
2 pm @ bell tower theater

heartland festival: mary poppins
2 pm @ uw-p cfa

rockin’ the ridge: boots hefel
3–6 pm @ sunset ridge winery

music in the gardens:  
bob dorr & the blue band
6:30 pm @ dubuque arboretum



POWERED BY:

SNOW WHITE, 
A NEW MUSICAL

WEDNESDAYS–SUNDAYS: JUNE 8–JULY 19
@ BELL TOWER THEATER, 2728 ASBURY RD.

The Bell Tower Theater is pleased to 
announce its 10th-annual Kids-for-
Kids Summer Musical: Snow White, 
A New Musical by Tony Marino, Greg 
Kerestan and David Mahokey and 
directed by Sue Flogel. Snow White, 
A New Musical  is a brand new musical 
adaptation of the Brothers Grimm 
classic, Snow White. Follow Snow 
White’s adventures as she escapes 
from the Evil Queen, befriends the 
dwarfs and fi nds her Prince Charming. 
The Bell Tower’s production will be the 
Iowa premiere of the show.

The show will be performed by two 
casts of more than 40 kids each, 
ages 7 to 16, and the backstage crew 
includes another 70 kids ages 7 to 
18 who are running lights and sound, 
making props and costumes, building 
sets and working in the box o�  ce and 
concession stand.

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased 
through the Bell Tower Theater. For 
further information please contact the 
Bell Tower Theater at 563-588-3377
or visit belltowertheater.net.

GALENA 
FESTIVAL

OF THE PERFORMING ARTS
JULY 8, 10–11, & 17–18
@ GALENA, IL

Kicking o�  the Festival at noon on 
Wednesday, July 8 in the Galena 
Public Library will be Tom and Wanda 
Hanson with an Old Time Radio Show, 
“The Honeymoon is Over”.

Musical concerts will follow at Grace 
Episcopal Church ( 107 S. Prospect 
St., Galena, IL) starting at 7:30 PM. 
On Friday, July 10, the trio My Sweet 
Patootie will bring sassy modern 
vaudeville, roots and ragtime to 
the stage with vintage-style song 
writing rooted in folk, Americana 
and jazz. On Saturday, July 11, enjoy 
The Hunts, an indie-folk band made 
up of seven brothers and sisters 
with compelling music grounded 

in the American folk tradition. On 
Friday, July 17, Tallymoore will give 
a fresh interpretation to traditional 
Irish music. On Saturday, July 18, 
the masterful Lincoln Trio, returns to 
end the Festival with an enchanting 
evening of classical chamber music.

To add to the enjoyment, Fried Green 
Tomatoes is once again o� ering a 
three-course, prix-fi xe menu prior to 
the evening concerts. Transportation to 
and from the performances is included. 
Reservations required: 815-777-3938.

All concerts are free to the public. 
Donations will be accepted. For more 
information, visit GalenaFPA.org.



ART EXHIBIT:
THE PEOPLE YOU MEET

JULY 10 THROUGH AUGUST 23
RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JULY 10 @ 5:30–8:30 PM
The event is open to the public, and admission is free.

@ GALLERY C, SCHMID INNOVATION CENTER, 900 JACKSON ST.

While acquiring most of her knowledge 
in photography through personal 
experience and dedicated mentors, 
Stephanie Funke has compiled 
a variety of images; however, 
landscapes, people and places of the 
Heartland as well as patterns in nature 
are some of her favorite subjects.

Glass is often used for abstract 
designs and functional pieces. Barb 
McKinlay has pushed this further to 
make paintings where the picture is 

made purely of glass. The warmth 
of melted glass is used to convey 
people’s inner thoughts and vitality. 
The work explores their faces, 
their look: When you really look at 
someone, you see beyond caricature 
into the very things that make them 
unique. Beyond all that, the person 
put into the kiln before heat and 
warmth are applied is di� erent from 
the one who comes out. Sometimes 
they go in with a smile and come out 
with a smirk.

PERSPECTIVE 
DRAWING 101

WEDNESDAYS: JULY 8, 15, & 22 @ 7–8 PM
$60 for all three sessions

@ MAQUOKETA ART EXPERIENCE, 124 S. MAIN ST., MAQUOKETA, IA

Lisa (Na� ziger) Morris is a cartoonist 
and illustrator residing in Maquoketa, 
Iowa. She is a graduate of Savannah 
College of Art and Design where she 
earned her BFA in Sequential Art. 
Whether the narrative for her comics 
takes place inside a hockey rink or on 
a city street or in aquarium, a strong 
understanding of perspective drawing 
is essential. Lisa will share helpful tips 
and tricks to drawing vehicles and 
environments in one, two, and three 
point perspective.

Call 563-652-9925 or visit 
maquoketa-art.org for more info.



ART EXHIBIT:
TIM OLSON AND RON HAHLEN

JULY 10 THROUGH AUGUST 31
RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JULY 10 @ 7–9 PM
The event is open to the public, and admission is free.

@ OUTSIDE THE LINES ART GALLERY DUBUQUE, 409 BLUFF ST.

Tim Olson will exhibit new oil paintings 
of Dubuque and the surrounding area. 
Olson describes his style as Cartoon-
Expressionism, Naïve-Academic, or 
Picturesque-Messiness. Perhaps all 
that and then some!

Ron Hahlen will be showing thrown 
and hand built functional pottery. 
Hahlen continues to explore surface 
treatment of the clay, imbuing 
“information” through line and 
pattern. Hahlen dedicates his work for 
this show to his late wife, Stephanie.

RISING STAR THEATRE COMPANY
PRESENTS

CHILDREN OF EDEN

JULY 10–11 & 16–18 @ 7:30 PM
JULY 12 & 18 @ 2 PM
Tickets: $15

@ FIVE FLAGS THEATER, 405 MAIN ST.

Children of Eden is based on the 
story of Genesis, the age-old confl ict 
of parents and children takes the 
stage in this epic, heartfelt Stephen 
Schwartz musical. Adam, Eve, Noah 
and the “Father” who created them 
deal with the headstrong, cataclysmic 
actions of their respective children. 
The show ultimately delivers a 
bittersweet but inspiring message: 
that “the hardest part of love... is 
letting go.”

This musical is comprised of a cast of 
more than 40 local actors, ages 8–46. 
Nicholas Halder is the Director, and Dr. 
Bruce Kotowich is the Vocal Director.

Tickets can be purchased at the 
Five Flags Theater Box O�  ce 
or ticketmaster.com. For more 
information call 563-213-0110 or visit 
our RisingStarTheatreCompany.com. 

“Morrison Brothers Foundry”
By Tim Olson

Stoneware Bowl
By Ron Hahlen

OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER
AND PEACE PIPE PLAYERS

PRESENT
BINGO THE 

WINNING MUSICAL

JULY 10 & 11 @ 7 PM 
SUNDAY, JULY 12 @ 2 PM
$15 adv/$18 door for adults, $10 adv/$12 door for students

@ OHNWARD FINE ARTS CENTER, 1215 E PLATT ST., MAQUOKETA, IA

Bingo the Winning Musical is about 
a group of die-hard bingo players 
who stop at nothing to miss their 
weekly game. In between the number 
calling, strange rituals and fi erce 
competitions, love blossoms and long 
lost friends reunite. These lovable 
characters spring to life with a smart, 
funny script and bouncy, hummable 
score. Audiences will be laughing in 
the aisles when they aren’t playing 
games of bingo along with the cast! 
Bingo is directed by W. Dan Pinion. 

Linda Polk is the music director and 
Dawn Hall is the show’s assistant 
director. The book is written by 
Michael Heitzman and Ilene Reid.

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Ohnward Fine Arts Center 
563-652-9815 (9 AM–1 PM), Osterhaus 
Pharmacy, Maquoketa State Bank 
Main O�  ce, Anderson Pharmacy in 
Preston, and the Bellevue Pharmacy in 
Bellevue. Tickets are also available at 
OhnwardFineArtsCenter.com.



HEARTLAND 
FESTIVAL

@ UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILE CENTER FOR THE ARTS, 
755 W MAIN ST., PLATTEVILLE, WI

MARY POPPINS
JULY 10–11, 15–16, 18, & 22–24 @ 7:30 PM
JULY 12, 19, & 25–26 @ 2 PM
$25 for adults, $18 for UW-Platteville students, $15 for under 18

Based on the books by P.L. Travers and 
the classic Walt Disney fi lm, Disney and 
Cameron Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins 
delighted Broadway audiences for over 
2,500 performances.

The jack-of-all trades, Bert, introduces 
us to England in 1910 and the troubled 
Banks family. Young Jane and Michael 
have sent many a nanny packing 
before Mary Poppins arrives on their 
doorstep. Using a combination of 

magic and common sense, she must 
teach the family how to value each 
other again. Mary Poppins takes 
the children on many magical and 
memorable adventures, but Jane and 
Michael aren’t the only ones she has a 
profound e� ect upon.

Sunday, July 19 is Dilly Bar Day. Meet 
the cast after the Saturday, July 25 
show. For more information, visit 
UWPlatt.edu/Heartland.

MISSOULA CHILDREN’S 
THEATRE: RAPUNZEL

FRIDAY, JULY 17 @ 7:30 PM
SATURDAY, JULY 18 @ 11 AM
$7 for adults, $6 for students, $5 for under 18

This story takes you on a frivolous 
frolic through the French countryside, 
where ogres garden in the mushroom 
patch and Frenchy and his intense 
friends, the wood elves, do their best 
to help Rapunzel escape the grasp 
of Madame Gothel. The lost prince, 
Rapunzel’s parents, and her friends 
the unicorns try to help. Just when 
you think it’s safe to cross the bridge, 

a troll and three billy goats gru�  get 
in the way. It doesn’t help that the 
three bears (or is it four?) mistake 
Rapunzel for Goldilocks and chase her 
through the forest. Add to that some 
trickster gremlins and well-meaning 
pixies, and you have chaos! Enjoy 
this silly tale of personal triumph and 
friendship. For more information, visit 
UWPlatt.edu/Heartland.



CABARET
JULY 24–25, 30–31, & AUGUST 1 @ 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, JULY 26 & AUGUST 2 @ 2 PM
$20 for adults, $12 for under 18

@ GRAND OPERA HOUSE, 135 W. 8TH ST.

“Wilkommen” to 1930s Berlin. The 
seedy Kit Kat Klub, where even the 
orchestra is beautiful, provides the 
backdrop for the story of Sally Bowels 
an English cabaret singer who is living 
life like it’s the end of the world and 
Cli�  Bradshaw a struggling American 
writer newly arrived on the scene. They 
begin a troubled romance as the Nazi 
presence in Germany begins to grow. 
With music and lyrics by John Kander 
and Fred Eby this entertaining and 
thought provoking musical is fi lled with 
song, dance and drama. “What good 

is sitting alone in your room” come see 
Cabaret at the Grand!

Cabaret contains mature themes 
and language, parental discretions 
is advised. Cabaret is directed by 
Joe Klinebriel with music direction 
by Kristen Eby and choreography by 
Megan MacLeod.

Tickets can be purchased through the 
Grand Opera House box o�  ce; by 
calling 563-588-1305; or by visiting 
TheGrandOperaHouse.com.

INSTAGRAM 
PHOTO CONTEST

EARLY SUBMISSION: JULY 22
FINAL SUBMISSION: AUGUST 5
WASHINGTON BLOCK PARTY POP-UP EXHIBIT: AUGUST 2
GRAIN ARTS MAGAZINE RELEASE PARTY: AUGUST 21
The event is open to the public, and admission is free. 

@ ROUNTREE GALLERY, 385 EAST MAIN STREET, PLATTEVILLE, WI

Dubuque Area Arts Collective is 
hosting a photo contest, along with 
the Washington Neighborhood 
Community Garden, to highlight 
the unique blend of nature and 
architecture in Dubuque’s downtown 
and Washington Neighborhood. 
Community members of all ages 
are encouraged to capture creative 
images with mobile devices. Simply 
submit your photo to Instagram with 
the hashtag #daacphotocontest. 
There are fi ve categories to submit 
to: Abstract, Nature, Hidden Beauty, 
Architecture, and Pollution.

The best images from each category 
will be featured in Dubuque Area Art 
Collective’s biannual art publication 
‘Grain,’ which will be released August 

21. Outstanding entries from early 
submissions will be displayed in an 
art pop-up exhibit at the Washington 
Block party.

All entries will be displayed and 
updated weekly at the Earth Exhibit 
in the DAAC art gallery from July 
25 to August 21. The Earth exhibit 
will showcase artwork that focuses 
on topics related to environmental 
issues and/or consists of salvaged, 
recycled, or found objects. Grain will 
be released at the closing reception of 
the exhibit on August 21, featuring the 
winners of the contest.

For more information, visit 
DAArtsCollective.com or email 
salondbq@gmail.com.



THURSDAY, JULY 2
Free Day at Matter Creative Center
9 AM–8 PM @ Matter Creative Center

FRIDAY, JULY 3
The True Story of John Yates Beall
7:30 PM @ Ellen Kennedy Center (Cascade, IA)

SATURDAY, JULY 4
Artists Take Over the Porch: Alda Kaufman
11 AM-3 PM @ Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
The True Story of John Yates Beall
2 PM @ Ellen Kennedy Center (Cascade, IA)

SUNDAY, JULY 5
EARTH Exhibition Deadline
@ Dubuque Area Arts Collective

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
Noon @ Galena Public Library (Galena, IL)
Perspective Drawing 101
7–8 PM @ Maquoketa Art Experience 
(Maquoketa, IA)
Snow White, A New Musical
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

THURSDAY, JULY 9
Inspiring People Series: Tami Miller
7 PM @ Inspire Café
Snow White, A New Musical
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Rustic Arts and Nature Crafts Woodland 
Workshops
Shake Rag Alley CFA (Mineral Point, WI)

FRIDAY, JULY 10
Snow White, A New Musical
2 & 7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Matter 21+ Social Evenings
5:30–8 PM @ Matter Creative Center
“The People You Meet” Reception
5:30–8:30 PM @ Gallery C
Bingo—The Winning Musical
7 PM @ Ohnward (Maquoketa, IA)
Tim Olson and Ron Hahlen Reception
7–9 PM @ Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
Children of Eden
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
7:30 PM @ Grace Episcopal Church (Galena, IL)
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)

Art Slam 2015 Deadline
@ Voices Warehouse
Rustic Arts and Nature Crafts Woodland 
Workshops
Shake Rag Alley CFA (Mineral Point, WI)

SATURDAY, JULY 11
Paint & Pour
11 AM–2 PM @ Galena Cellars (Galena, IL)
Artists Take Over the Porch: Sharon Krapfl 
11 AM-3 PM @ Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
Kids Guided Painting
Noon @ Matter Creative Center
Snow White, A New Musical
2 & 7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Bingo—The Winning Musical
7 PM @ Ohnward (Maquoketa, IA)
Children of Eden
7:30 PM @ Five Flags Theater
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
7:30 PM @ Grace Episcopal Church (Galena, IL)
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Rustic Arts and Nature Crafts Woodland 
Workshops
Shake Rag Alley CFA (Mineral Point, WI)

SUNDAY, JULY 12
Bingo—The Winning Musical
2 PM @ Ohnward (Maquoketa, IA)
Children of Eden
2 PM @ Five Flags Theater
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
2 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Snow White, A New Musical
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Rustic Arts and Nature Crafts Woodland 
Workshops
Shake Rag Alley CFA (Mineral Point, WI)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
Perspective Drawing 101
7–8 PM @ Maquoketa Art Experience 
(Maquoketa, IA)
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Snow White, A New Musical
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

THURSDAY, JULY 16
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Snow White, A New Musical
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

FRIDAY, JULY 17
Dubuque… and All That Jazz!: The Jimmys
5–9:30 PM @ Town Clock Plaza
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
7:30 PM @ Grace Episcopal Church (Galena, IL)
Heartland Festival: Rapunzel
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Snow White, A New Musical
7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

SATURDAY, JULY 18
Heartland Festival: Rapunzel
11 AM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Artists Take Over the Porch: Brian McCormick
11 AM-3 PM @ Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
Kids Guided Painting
Noon @ Matter Creative Center
Snow White, A New Musical
2 & 7:30 PM @ Bell Tower Theater
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts
7:30 PM @ Grace Episcopal Church (Galena, IL)
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)

SUNDAY, JULY 19
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
2 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Snow White, A New Musical
2 PM @ Bell Tower Theater

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
Perspective Drawing 101
7–8 PM @ Maquoketa Art Experience 
(Maquoketa, IA)
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)
Instagram Photo Contest: Nature and 
Architecture in Downtown Dubuque Deadline

THURSDAY, JULY 23
Heartland Festival: Mary Poppins
7:30 PM @ UW-P CFA (Platteville, WI)

FRIDAY, JULY 24
Cabaret
7:30 PM @ Grand Opera House

THROUGH JULY 5
“Personal Spaces”
Gallery C
THROUGH JULY 26
Pastels by John Preston
Dubuque Museum of Art
THROUGH JULY 28
Art @ your library®: 
Fran Kennedy and Alan Schoer
Carnegie-Stout Public Library
THROUGH JULY 31
“Interiors” by Brad Fautsch
Rountree Gallery (Platteville, WI)
Mary Loe¥ elhotz Exhibit
Clare Bank (Platteville, WI)
“The Wonder of Wood” Exhibit
Galena Center for the Arts (Galena, IL)
THROUGH OCTOBER 4
Words We Know the Songs To 
by Jaclyn Garlock
Dubuque Museum of Art
THROUGH OCTOBER 11
The Iowa State Fair by Kurt Ullrich
Dubuque Museum of Art

JULY 10–AUGUST 23
“The People You Meet” Reception
Gallery C
JULY 10–AUGUST 31
Tim Olson and  Ron Hahlen Exhbit
Outside the Lines Art Gallery DBQ
JULY 25–AUGUST 31
EARTH Exhibition
Dubuque Area Arts Collective

FOR THE COMPLETE ART 
EVENTS CALENDAR AND 
MORE, VISIT

dubuque365.com/artscalendar.
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by bryce parks

scott Thomas’ love of live music started when his 
dad took him to see Johnny Cash when he was 
8 years old. today, Scott has been booking live 
music events in the tri-States for more than 20 
years, from the days of putting on teen dances 
at Riverside Bowl, to track acts at the Brass Ring 
(popular pop artists singing to recorded backing 
tracks), to creating recognizable ongoing festivals 
like kickoff to summer and summer’s last Blast, 
and eventually to the man behind the music at 
the Diamond Jo Casino’s Mississippi Moon Bar. 
If there was a national act visiting Dubuque, 
chances are scott was involved somehow. 

It was when the Diamond Jo Casino asked Scott 
to help them find someone who could book national 
acts for their new venue, and not being able to find 
that person, Scott filled that role himself. For the next 
seven years, Scott built not only a huge network of 
national connections in the music business but also a 
strong base of experience in the real world of music 
booking, routing, dealing with artists, managers, and 
all of the details that comes with that. 

“It got to be where people kept calling me for 
advice or help to book acts for their events outside 
of the Diamond Jo, including other casino properties 
in the Diamond Jo family,” explained Thomas. “When 
Boyd Gaming acquired the Diamond Jo, there were 
even more venues now in the picture. I did the math 
and saw how I was saving all of these venues lots of 

money with booking. I could be doing this on my own 
and making a living off of all these connections I have.”

Around the same time, Jonathan Swain, who was 
previously the of C.E.O. of Peninsula Gaming, the 
parent company of the Diamond Jo Casino which 
was sold to Boyd, was developing a new Casino in 
Rochester, New York and asked Scott about going 
there to do a similar job of building that venue’s 
entertainment. However, the idea of New York winters, 
based on the last couple of years, gave Scott a better 
idea. He took the lead to Swain and Natalie Schramm.

“What if we put together a company where 
we would still be able to serve the needs of the 
Diamond Jo Casino and other Boyd properties,” 
began Thomas, “but we could tie into Todd Moyer 
(former Diamond Jo G.M. who went on the oversee 
the building and operation of the Hard Rock Casino 
in Sioux City, IA), plus the two casinos they were 
working on in New York and Kansas, and service 
them all from a home base here in Dubuque? 
Instead of paying a person like me at every one 
of these venues, I could consult and purchase 
the entertainment so it saves all of those other 
properties money but also brings in revenue for us as 
a partnership.” And Buzz Entertainment was born.

A year later, things are most certainly a buzz 
as new partnerships have blossomed across 
the Midwest from corporate bookings, to fair 
entertainment in Iowa and Wisconsin and additional 
casino venues like Prairie Meadows in Des Moines, 

Iowa, Iowa’s largest casino. Scott elaborates, “It’s 
going to be a great thing because now we can book 
a show, say, Thursday in Dubuque, 200 miles away 
we go to Des Moines on Friday, and 200 miles away 
we go to Sioux City on Saturday. Add in Diamond Jo 
Northwoods and the New York Casino, and you can 
buy five shows at once and save everyone a lot of 
money while not overlapping markets. For example, 
Buzz Entertainment is the #1 independent buyer for 
Bret Michaels in the country.”

In addition to concerts, Buzz books tons of 
comedy, celebrity impersonators, magicians, guest 
speakers, dueling pianos, festivals, and corporate 
entertainment… a little bit of everything. They even 
manage artists, provide digital media and tour 
marketing, audio, lighting, and video support for 
events and tours. And if you know Scott, you’ll not 
be surprised to know that they’ll also give you great 
voice-overs for media of all kinds.

Up next for Scott and Buzz is more of the same, 
only bigger and better. The New York casino will 
be a major venue to book. Scott would also like to 
get a couple of big fairs in the family as well. For 
example, the Great Jones County Fair right here in 
Iowa is a 2.2 million dollar music booking. There’s a 
lot they have to offer to those kind of major event 
organizers. He’s been doing it so long now that he’s 
the promoter on record for many acts that visit the 
Midwest. So people just know, he is, for example, 
the guy who books Rodney Carrington. He’s also 

Scott Thomas & the Birth of
Entertainment 
GroupBuzz

Scott Thomas   
President of Buzz 

Entertainment Group
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upcoming buzz 
entertainment 
shows outside  
of dubuque
thursday, July 16
the magic of murray sawchuck
Coralville, IA

blues traveler
Columbus, MN 

friday, July 17
dennis deyoung @ ragbrai
Hiawatha, IA

sunday, august 23
rodney carrington
Northwood, IA

friday, september 4
bob & tom comedy show
Prairie Meadows, Des Moines, IA

september 11–13
elvis explosion
LaCrosse, WI

monday, september 14
ace frehley
Green Bay, WI

thursday, november 5
bret michaels
Wild Rose Casino, Clinton, IA

friday, november 6
bret michaels
Hard Rock Casino, Sioux City, IA

working as an agent for some local talent like the 
band Menace, a Miranda Lambert tribute show he’s 
building with Laura McDonald, Hypnotist Jim Wand 
as well as other entertainers he’s had a lot of contact 
with over the years. 

Over the weekend Scott was at the JP Cycles Open 
House Rally which he booked, and the bands there 
from Warrant, to Cinderella, to Ratt’s Steven Piercy 
heard about what Scott was doing with Buzz and were 
eager to get him their cards for future opportunities, 
wanting to play the other casinos in Buzz’s stable. 
Some of the guys from the bands will join Scott and 
Buzz Entertainment at their booth at the National Fair 
Convention in Vegas in December including Danny 
Koker from the Counting Cars television show, who is 
also a touring musician, and Frank Fritz from Eastern 
Iowa’s own American Pickers.

It was not so long ago that Scott convinced the 
stars of TV’s Impractical Jokers to come to Dubuque 
and basically do what they do on TV on the Diamond 
Jo stage. They had never done it before. They asked 
for advice from Scott on working the routine into 
a touring show, but at the time, Scott and Buzz did 
not exist to be that support vehicle for the group. 
Looking back, Scott surely wishes he had been able 
to help them out as they’re now pulling $250,000 
per performance to sold out audiences on their 
own celebrity cruise and venues across the country, 
including an upcoming show in Davenport, Iowa. 
But their huge touring career started in Dubuque 
because Scott and his wife saw them on TV and 
called them because Scott knows a opportunity 
when he sees one. Who knows what we’ll see next?

Keep up with Buzz Entertainment at 
BuzzentertainmentGroup.com.

the larger buzz
The Buzz Entertainment Group is one of three 

Buzz Companies. Buzz Creative Group and Buzz 
Analytics are also located at the “barn” offices in 
LaMotte, IA, possibly the coolest office location 
ever. Partners at the three Buzz Companies are all 
gaming industry professionals who formerly worked 
in leadership roles at Peninsula Gaming, LLC with one 
exception. Aaron Gomes joined the team earlier this 
year. Gomes also has years of experience in casino 
operations and early in his career was the youngest 
GM of any casino in Atlantic City. Aaron was 
recruited to The Buzz Companies and JNB Gaming (a 
new regional gaming company owned by Jonathan 
Swain, Natalie Schramm and Brent Stevens formerly 
from PGL). Partners in the Buzz Companies include 
Carrie Tedore (Marketing/Strategic Communication), 
Katie Mihalakis (Creative Director), Scott Thomas 
(Entertainment) and Brian Shannon (Analytics). The 
companies provide a range of marketing/advertising, 
strategic communication, entertainment and 
analytics services to primarily casino companies.

“I don’t believe an agency like Buzz exists 
anywhere but here,” Jonathan Swain said. The idea 
that these resources are all under one roof, with 
exceptional talent and each partner having a proven 
track record as an leader in their field. It’s been a 
recipe for success.”

Success indeed. Last week, JNB Gaming and 
Buzz Creative Group teamed up to win an extremely 
competitive bid for new casino license in Kansas; 
Kansas Crossing will open in Pittsburg Kansas in 
July 2016. The same group also won a competitive 
bid last December to build a $425 million casino 
development called Lago in Upstate New York. n

  When you enter the Buzz offices, you have to 
first walk by these beauties in the lower level of “the 
barn”. They are all for sale as part of Classic Reaction, 
another passion project business of Buzz Companies 
partner, Jonathan Swain. We have no proof, but we 
think Jonathan might be Batman.

  Abby Juergens, Karen Beetem and  
Lisa Kaiser at the barn

  The Buzz Companies Barn headquarters in  
St. Donatus, IA
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hairball in concert
with electric shock ac/dc tribute
saturday, July 11 @ 8 pm
five flags arena

Hairball is a rock & roll experience you won’t 
forget. A band puts on a concert—Hairball puts 
on an event! The lights, sound, video screens, 
smoke, fire, blood, bombs, confetti, spiders, 
snakes, monsters (oh my!), and the screaming 
hoards of rabid Hairball fans create this event.

by bryce parks

“About 8 years ago a friend filled me in on 
Hairball and invited me to a show up in Austin, 
Minnesota to check ‘em out,” says Scott Thomas 
of Buzz Entertainment Group. “The place was 
just packed, and I thought they might be the best 
cover band I’ve ever seen. So, I called them up and 
eventually got it worked out and booked them at 
the Diamond Jo Casino. The first show, we sold 
some tickets and invited a lot of people to just 
come discover these guys. The word spread like 
wildfire, and the second show doubled ticket sales, 
and the next doubled on that until we got to where 
we were selling out every time they came through.”

So, the timing was right to put Hairball on a 
bigger stage. And it is interesting to note that 
this is the first time the Mississippi Moon Bar has 
cultivated a show to the point that it outgrew the 
venue and had to move to an arena, as arenas are 
where many casinos nationwide have taken shows 
away. But allowing for a bigger audience was only 

part of the reason. Despite a great performance 
every visit, the fact is, they were only able to 
fit a scaled down version of their show on the 
Mississippi Moon Bar stage. Now, with the Five 
Flags Civic Center, this gives them the opportunity 
to run the show as it’s meant to be seen, with a 
sixty-foot wide stage, the giant Jumbotron screens 
on stage, the fire, the pyro, and all that great stuff. 
So, even for those who have seen the band every 
time they came to the Diamond Jo Casino, this will 
be a different and much larger experience than 
ever before. Hairball has also never done the same 
music set twice. Every show is a unique experience. 
Additionally, the Mississippi Moon Bar is a 21+ only 
venue, so younger music lovers have never been 
able to enjoy the magic of 80’s hair metal as only 
these guys can bring it to life.

Vocalists Bobby, Steve, and Joe Dandy lead the 
band through a 2+ hour, mind-blowing, and drop-
dead accurate homage to some of the biggest 
arena acts in the world. Van Halen, KISS, Mötley 
Crüe, Queen, Journey, and Aerosmith are but a 
few of the acts fans will see brought to life, with 
the vocalists taking on the exact stage persona 
and look of the frontman they are impersonating. 
The Hairball stage becomes an entirely new rock 
concert before your very eyes countless times 
throughout the night.

The motor that drives the Hairball dragster 
consists of Freaky on the electric bass, Blake on the 
drums, and Happy on the lead guitar. These rock 

& roll soldiers pride themselves on nailing some of 
the most memorable licks and chops of all time, 
while adding their own style and flair that they’ve 
cultivated over decades of tireless performing. 
These guys live and breathe rock & roll!

2015 finds Hairball celebrating its 15th year of 
rocking hundreds of thousands of people across 
the country. Every day it adds more characters, 
more pyrotechnics, more lights, more sound, 
more props, more surprises...more everything! 
While Happy often tells the audience “Today 
is the first day is the rest of your life!” Hairball 
performs every show as though it could be its 
last. Every night is a 100% full-on, no-holds-
barred, exciting, chaotic, fiery party that has to 
be experienced to be believed!

Don’t confuse Hairball with the countless “’80’s 
tribute” bands across the country. Hairball is an 
event; an attitude and expression of music and 
showmanship that isn’t a retro-flashback. It’s a 
way of life...and it’s not going away!

Opening the show is a great AC/DC tribute 
band out of the Quad Cities called Electric Shock.

Hairball comes to the Five Flags Arena in 
Dubuque on Saturday, July 11 at 8 PM and is 
presented by Coors Light, Buzz Entertainment 
Group, and Eagle 102.3 FM. Tickets are available 
online at FiveFlagsCenter.com or at the Five Flags 
Box Office. Tickets run $26.50, $31.50 and $36.50 
with slightly higher prices on the day of the show. 
Fees are not included in that price. n

Photo: BoB Felderman
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Jackson county fair
July 29–august 2
Jackson county fairgrounds (maquoketa, ia)
the Jackson County Fair returns with five days of 
summer fun, July 29 through August 2. the annual 
event hosted by the Jackson County Fairgrounds on 
the east edge of Maquoketa will feature the usual 
fair favorites of rides, food, contests and displays, 
plus nightly entertainment that includes a miniature 
rodeo, stock car races, a truck and tractor pull, 
a concert by Montgomery Gentry, and the ever-
popular “night of Destruction.” 

wednesday, July 29
The Jackson County Fair kicks off on Wednesday, July 29 
at 6 PM with a parade up Maquoketa’s Main Street and out 
to the fairgrounds, where the fair’s opening night offers 
carnival rides and access to indoor exhibits by the 4H, 
vendors, and other exhibitors. Wednesday night’s featured 
entertainment will be the Tuff-N-Nuff Miniature Rodeo 
from 8:30 PM, considered the largest miniature rodeo show 
in the world. Imagine kids performing all the usual rodeo 
features—barrel racing, bareback, and even mini-bull riding.

thursday, July 30
The fair continues on Thursday, July 30 from 11 AM 
throughout the day with more family entertainment, 
exhibits, an elephant show, a kid’s pedal pull, and a special 
Thursday carnival ride discount. Thursday night’s special 
entertainment will be Stock Car Races, beginning at 6 PM. 

Area drivers will race the Jackson County Speedway 
quarter-mile track under the direction of new promoters 
Tim Current and Ryan Duhme of Darkside Promotions.

friday, July 31
Friday’s fair program starts at 9 AM with a flower 
show and adds an antique tractor show to the usual 
exhibits and displays. Fairgoers can play “Name That 
Tune” and bingo Friday afternoon, while the evening’s 
entertainment will be the ECIPA Truck & Tractor Pull 
from 6 PM. The 4th year for the ECIPA sanctioned Truck 
& Tractor Pull, organizers promise an even bigger and 
better competition and two skids to keep the action 
moving. Rounding out the night, popular party rock band 
the Buzz Berries will entertain in the beer hall from 9 PM. 

saturday, august 1
Saturday offers another full day of fair fun with many of 
the previously mentioned features including a second 
full day of the antique tractor show. Saturday evening’s 
entertainment, headlined by ACM and CMA award-
winning country music duo Montgomery Gentry, gets 
started at 5 PM with the Bill Riley State Fair Talent 
Search talent show, from which finalists will advance 
to the Iowa State Fair competition. The Saturday night 
concert gets started at 7:30 PM with Maquoketa’s own 
Jammer, opening for Montgomery Gentry, known for a 

string of number 1 hits like “If You Ever Stop Loving Me,” 
“Something to Be Proud Of,” “Lucky Man,” “Back When 
I Knew It All,” and “Roll With Me.” Route 38 will keep the 
party going at the beer hall after the concert. 

sunday, august 2
The Jackson County Fair wraps up on Sunday but not 
before a full day of entertainment and exhibits, including 
a Western Horse Show (8 AM) a classic car show, and 
the “Hug-a-Hog Contest,” which offers contestants in a 
variety of age groups the opportunity in a penned-in mud 
pit. The fair culminates in Sunday evening’s entertainment, 
the “Night of Destruction,” which begins at 6 PM. Part 
race, part demolition derby, the event includes a variety of 
vehicles—combines, school busses, trailers, boats (?) and 
even appliances (?!). Fair organizers note that the event 
is one of the most attended shows during the fair and 
promise “total destruction.”

contests & exhibits
Many of the Jackson County Fair’s contests and exhibits 
are still open for entry, including the competition for 
Jackson County Fair Queen. Contestants must be 
16–21 years old and a resident of Jackson County. 
Both kids and adults can participate in the Hug-a-Hog 
Contest with age groups from 4–6 years old, 7–12, 13–17, 
and 18 and older. More information about entry into 
both contests, along with information about crafts, 
fine arts, quilts, photography, flowers, horses, kids’ 
pedal pull, garden tractor pull, the cars show, the Bill 
Riley Talent Show, and much more can be found at 
JacksonCountyIowaFair.com. n
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budweiser local live music features
friday, July 3

sena ehrhardt
10:30 pm @ sandy hook tavern
sena ehrhardt has emerged as one of the 
freshest and most dynamic emerging young 
voices on the blues scene today. she’s been 
invited to open concerts for B.B. king, ZZ Top, 
Robert Cray, Dickey Betts, and Gregg Allman. 
Her latest release, Live My Life, further confirms 
sena’s ascendance to blues elite status. 
Ehrhardt enchants with a hard-knock heart 
full of blues and unrepentant female soul. And 
touring with her is one of the ti-states’ own, Mr. 
Rick Roussell slappin’ da bass.

sunday, July 5

islander and from ashes to new
9 pm @ eronel
cover: $8
Made up of four individuals that have fallen 
in love with being a band, Islander has been 
hard at work touring and sharing the stage 
with bands such as Flyleaf, The Chariot, As I 
lay Dying, Close your eyes and many more. 
Also, formed barely two years ago by vocalist, 
programmer and creative mastermind Matt 
Brandyberry, the sextet of From Ashes to 
new consists of the cream of lancaster’s 
Pennsylvania’s underground scene. 

thursday, July 9 

kingshifter 
9 pm @ eronel
cover: free
Hailing from wichita, kansas, kingshifter’s 
music is chock full of heavy groove oriented 
riffage, sometimes fast and furious, but 
always thick with melody. To summarize, 
kingshifter is all about the riff and the booze... 
it’s all rock n’ roll!

rorey carroll, ben dunegan, tba
9 pm @ the lift
cover: free
Rorey Carroll, a songwriter from nashvile, makes 
her debut at The lift. Rorey has been sharing 
the stage with some popular names and getting 
great compliments from most listeners. The 
sound is modern folk country without the glitz of 
new nashville. not to be missed.

friday, July 10

dredge, speaker eater, holy white hounds
10 pm @ the lift
local progressive metal providers Dredge are 
back to take us through the muddy water again. 

the blackberry bushes
with scott cornwell
friday, July 3
the smokestack

The Tri-States’ favorite Seattle-based 
string band, The Blackberry Bushes, 
swings through the area in late June 
and early July on a Midwest Tour, with 
a special show in new Dubuque music 
venue The Smokestack on Friday, July 
3. The Blackberry Bushes will open the 
show with a 5 pPM all-ages matinee, 
turning the stage over to Scott Cornwell 
and his “home-brewed 8-string electric 
banjo” at 8 PM (also an all ages set), 
returning to close the show with an 
over-21 set from 10:30 PM. There will be 
no cover. The first “official” show hosted 
by The Smokestack, this will be The 
Blackberry Bushes only Dubuque show 
this summer.

For those unfamiliar, The Blackberry 
Bushes, featuring singer-songwriter and 
founder Jes Raymond and Dubuque’s 
own Jakob Breitbach, have been making 
a name for themselves in American 
folk and roots music circles not only in 
the Pacific Northwest but across the 
country. “There are a freshness and 
an enthusiasm for string band music 
coming out of the Northwest that is 

really exciting to be a part of,” said 
Raymond. “I feel like all over the country, 
this type of music is building bridges 
between generations of people and 
between before unconnected genres of 
music. The Northwest sound, The Boston 
Sound, the Southeast Sound—All are 
very distinctive but the instrumentation 
connects them.”

The Blackberry Bushes are currently 
on a summer tour to promote their latest 
album, Three Red Feathers with a new 
lineup. “This album feels braver than 
any work I have done before,” confesses 
Raymond. “I've been writing songs for 
about 15 years now, and I still always 
learn something new from every song.”

In addition to the debut show at The 
Smokestack, The Blackberry Bushes will 
be playing Sunday, June 21 at the New 
Diggings General Store, Wednesday, 
June 24 at The Cornerstone in Galena, 
and Saturday, July 4 at Council Hill 
Station. The Smokestack is located at 62 
East 7th Street in Dubuque. (Hint: if your 
in the area, just look up for the building 
with the smokestack.) n
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The music is murky, swampy, dark slabs of heavy 
where anything can come at you. The river is 
black sludge, good or evil at any turn. Dredge 
evokes this with song, every once in a while 
rising from the water to let you breathe, only to 
drag the river with your brain one more time. 
speaker eater hail from wisconsin and are on a 
farewell tour of sorts. They played at Off Minor to 
a handful of folks who quickly took heed of their 
ferocious noise. Check them out before they 
check out. Holy white Hounds rock a balance 
somewhere in between Thin lizzy and The Cars. 
From Des Moines, they are on tour too. 

saturday, July 11

bull black nova, big sloth, Johnny azari
10 pm @ the lift
Bull Black nova is freaky-pop-melody-psycho-
dramatic rock band from Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Their music is both eclectic and focused, blurring 
the lines between British new wave of the 
80’s, the shoegaze bands of the 90’s and the 
noise artists of the 00’s. Big sloth is new punk/
country/indie rock band from Dubuque! Johnny 
Azari, the new age bluesman hailing from new 
Orleans, only has one thing on his mind: trouble.

wednesday, July 15

Jimmy eat world’s Jim adkins solo 
acoustic, matt pryor (get up kids) and 
more tba
7 pm @ codfish hollow barnstormers
tickets: $20 adv/$30 day of show
Jimmy eat world is an American rock band 
from Mesa, Arizona, that formed in 1993. the 
band is composed of lead vocalist and guitarist 
Jim Adkins, guitarist and backing vocalist Tom 
linton, bassist Rick Burch and drummer Zach 
Lind. As of June 2013, Jimmy Eat World has 
released eight studio albums, the last seven 
featuring the current lineup.

This is an all ages show. Food and alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages will be 
available for purchase. the Codfish Hollow 
Art Gallery will be open, featuring artwork 
by various local artists. vendors from the 
tri-state area will be on hand selling various 
arts, crafts and jewelry. Free parking with 
hay rack rides to and from the barn as well 
as free camping. Doors are at 5 PM, music 
starts at 7 PM. For more information, visit 
codfishHollowbarnstormers.com.

thursday, July 16

Jamaican queens, delta saints, riley ann
9 pm @ the lift
cover: $5
Jamaican Queens is a 3-piece pop act from 
Detroit - emotionally insecure musicians 
combining classic pop hooks with some of the 
more abrasive elements of grime and industrial 
music. sounds like Phil spector churned out 
self deprecating rave hits from his prison cell.
what these boys lack in their ability to deal 
with basic day-to-day life, they make up for 
in their obsessive-compulsive commitment 
to making home recorded pop music. Their 
forthcoming lP, Downers, begins where their 
initial release wormfood left off, with more 
emotional density.

On The Delta saints’ new album, Bones, their 
first for Loud & Proud Records, the nashville-
based band have stripped their roots/blues 
sound down to its essence, having rearranged 
the elements into something uniquely their 
own. steeped in rock ‘n’ roll’s building blocks 
– country, R&B, soul and gospel – The Delta 
Saints’ second full-length effort explores 
influences like Jack white, The Black keys, 
My Morning Jacket, Band of Horses and led 
Zeppelin. Producer/engineer/mixer and Third 
Man Records alum, eddie spear [Jack white, 
Arctic Monkeys, neil young] provided a ghostly, 
psychedelic atmosphere at nashville’s sputnik 
sound studios, yielding a sound unlike anything 
they have created before.

Before she leaves us for the mountains of 
Colorado, Riley Ann will perform a solo concert 
at The lift. The singer songwriters and former 
Matriarch takes her multi-instrumentalist ability 
and couples it with looping pedals and effects 
to create a beautiful and haunting sound.

18th annual prairie dog blues
friday, July 31 and saturday, august 1
prairie du chien, wi

Two Days! Two Stages! Twelve Bands! 
The Prairie Dog Blues Festival is held 
every year on historic St. Feriole Island, 
right on the Mississippi River and nestled 
between jagged cliffs and green hills 
untouched by the Ice Age. Once you get 
that cold drink in your hand, great tunes 
in your ear and good, friendly people all 
around, you’ll realize your at one of the 
most beautiful venues anywhere. You’ll 
soon be calling yourself a Prairie Dogger!

The festival features blues and roots 
music from Chicago Blues to West 
Coast Jump, hard-driving Mississippi Hill 
Country Blues, New Orleans horns and 
Texas Boogie, Zydeco, Gospel, Blues 
Rock and more. This years featured 
performers include Danielle Nicole of 
Trampled Under Foot fame, Davina & the 
Vagabonds, Davy Knowles from The Isle 
of Man, Devon Allman (Greg Allman’s 
son), Girls with Guitars, Larry McCray, 
Moreland & Arbuckle, Owen Campbell 
from Australia, Reneé Austin, Sugaray 
Rayford Band, Jimmy Knick and Don’t 
Tell Mama and The Katz Sass.

Traveling from Dubuque, you’ll love 
to know that there is on-site camping 
right next to the event. It doesn’t get any 
more convenient that that! Even the beer 
girls will come right to you in the crowd 
to get you refills! Plenty of great food 
and drinks in the event grounds and 
if you choose to walk across the small 
bridge to downtown, there is plenty of 
pubs and restraunts with some of the 
pubs featuring live bands as well. You 
might want to get in on the Bean Bag 
Tournament too, with a $1000 prize 
to the winner. Just shoot an e-mail to 
info@PrairiedogBlues.com and we’ll 
get you hooked-up.

Advanced tickets are $30 for one 
day or $50 for two-day admission 
(Through July 18). Gate pricing is $35 
and $60. Two-day camping for up to 4 
people is just $50 or $60 at the gate. To 
order tickets and camping and for more 
information on everything from artist 
info and videos, to nearby lodging, jump 
online to PrairiedogBlues.com or call 
1-888-567-1567. n
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friday, July 17

dandelion stompers
9 pm @ the lift
cover: $5
The Dandelion stompers bring you new 
Orleans jazz with all the trimmings. start 
with a grade-A rhythm section, add a savory 
selection of horns, round out the mixture with 
hot and spicy vocals and you’ve got a recipe for 
Dandelion gumbo! Lineup: Chris Clark-bar sax; 
katie Greenstein-tpt; Ira Greenstein-tpt; Brandi 
Janssen-bass; Marc Janssen-gtr; katie Roche-
voc; Suzanne Smith-cl; Jacob Yarrow-alto sax.

saturday, July 18

union specific, danger ronnie and the 
spins, the trophics, the sheilas
9 pm @ the lift
cover: $5
Crazy mix of country, folk and rock n roll from 
Dubuque, Austin texas, and Minneapoiis 
Minnesota. Four bands worth of great tunes!

sunday, July 19

Jimbo mathus and the tri state coalition
9 pm @ the lift
cover: $5
The late Memphis producer Jim Dickinson 
once called Jimbo Mathus “the singing voice 
of Huck Finn.” outside the South, Mathus is 

nightlife 

budweiser local live music features
likely known as the ringleader of the hyper-
ragtime outfit Squirrel nut Zippers. In his native 
Mississippi and throughout the south, however, 
Mathus is the prolific songwriter of born-in-
the-bone Southern music, the torchbearer 
for Deep south mythology and culture. Think 
Delta highways, bowling-pin Budweisers and 
“innerplanetary honky-tonk” for the masses. 
Jimbo Mathus remains a rising-star powerhouse 
that feeds the soul. His latest band, the tri-State 
Coalition, features solid talent cut from the 
same Delta cloth. Mathus describes tri-State’s 
sound as “...a true southern amalgam of blues, 
white country, soul and rock-n-roll. As Dickinson 
would say, ‘If you don’t like this, there is seriously 
something wrong with you.’”

friday, July 24

the mighty wheelhouse
9 pm @ the lift
cover: $7
wheelHouse is an Americana band from 
Madison, wisconsin. we write music, play 

music, and tour the country. we also have our 
own brand of whiskey appropriately called 
wheelHouse whiskey. wheelhouse plays 
a deep Americana reminiscent of Old Crow 
Medicine show and The Band.

wednesday, July 29

a.a. bondy, susto and more tba
7 pm @ codfish hollow barnstormers
tickets: $20 adv/$30 day of show
Auguste Arthur “A. A.” Bondy, also known as 
scott Bondy, is an American folk/alternative 
artist from Birmingham, Alabama.

This is an all ages show. Food and alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages will be 
available for purchase. Free parking with 
hay rack rides to and from the barn as well 
as free camping. Doors are at 5 PM, music 
starts at 7 PM. For more information, visit 
codfishHollowbarnstormers.com.
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the cornerstone 
7th anniversary celebration
now through July 19
the cornerstone (galena, il)

The Cornerstone, one of Galena’s 
prime destinations for live music 
generally hosts some sort of live 
music five nights a week. But every 
year surrounding the anniversary 
of the venue’s opening, owner Lehn 
DuHack schedules a series of live 
music performances leading up to 
and stretching through the actual 
June 30 anniversary. This year, for 
The Cornerstone’s 7th Anniversary 
Celebration, DuHack will host 26 
consecutive days of live music, beginning 

Wednesday, June 24 and stretching 
through Sunday, July 19! In fact, the 
celebration stretches over three different 
issues of 365ink! During this celebration 
The Cornerstone will be featuring 
over 60 different musicians spread 
throughout 30 different performances in 
a broad range of music styles!

The Cornerstone is located at 125 
N. Main St. in Galena, IL. For more 
information, find The Cornerstone on 
Facebook or call 815-776-0700. n

7th anniversary celebration schedule

thursday, July 2 @ 8 pm
april fools band

friday, July 3 @ 8 pm
cal coohey

saturday, July 4
bruce kort @ 2 pm 
acoustic super friends @ 8 pm

sunday, July 5 @ 3:30 pm
mama bird 

monday, July 6 @ 7:30 pm
kendra swanson

tuesday, July 7 @ 7:30 pm
Jay vonn

wednesday, July 8 @ 6:30 pm
marty raymon 

thursday, July 9 @ 8 pm
tiffany christopher

friday, July 10 @ 8 pm
blue n evol

saturday, July 11 @ 8 pm
broken rubber band

sunday, July 12 @ 3:30 pm
cranes/vultures

monday, July 13 @ 7:30 pm
steve mcintyre

tuesday, July 14 @ 7:30 pm
John moran

wednesday, July 15 @ 6:30 pm
acoustic Jam with kurt droessler 

thursday, July 16 @ 8 pm
ethan keller

friday, July 17 @ 8 pm
derty blonde

saturday, July 18 @ 8 pm
brandon hagen & friends 

sunday, July 19 @ 3:30 pm
enemies of confusion 
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THuRSDay, JuLy 2
Ralph kluseman 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

Fever River string Band 
6 PM @ Anton’s Saloon

Finnders & youngberg with 
Driftless sisters 
Independence Bluegrass 
6:30 PM @ Schmid 
Innovation Center Courtyard

Bryce Reeg 
7 PM @ 1st & Main

John Moran 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

lenny wayne 
7 PM @ Grape Escape

Hard salami 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Canaan James 
8 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

April Fools Band 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

FRiDay, JuLy 3
Garrett Hillary 
noon @ Apple Canyon Lake 
Firehouse

Johnnie walker 
3 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Becky McMahon 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Roy schroedl 
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Garrett Hillary 
7:30 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

Blackberry Bushes 
8 PM @ the Smokestack

Zero 2 sixty 
8 PM @ the Yardarm

Cal Coohey 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Rockabilly Junction 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Brianna lyn Hardyman 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Marty Raymon 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Massey Road 
9 PM @ Spirits

stoneheart 
9 PM @ Bronco Inn

sena ehrhardt 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

SaTuRDay, JuLy 4
Fever River String Band @ 1 PM 
Blackberry Bushes @ 4 PM 
Council Hill station

Tony walker 
2 PM @ the View, Mud Lake

Bruce kort 
2 PM @ the Cornerstone

Dirty water Boys 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

John Moran 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Percival 
2 PM @ Hawg Dawgs

Buzz Berries 
3 PM @ offshore

stoneheart 
3 PM @ Bellevue Heritage Days

Derty Rice 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
5 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

upper Main street Jazz Band 
6 PM @ Dubuque Golf & 
Country Club

sunshine 
6 PM @ Shullsburg 4th of July 
Celebration

Roy schroedl 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Garrett Hillary 
7:30 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

Dueling Pianos 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Ignighter 
8 PM @ LaMotte 4th of July 
Celebration

stoneheart 
8 PM @ Bronco Inn

Acoustic super Friends 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Johnny Rocker &  
Marty Raymon 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Ben Dunegan 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

DJ Jevity 
9 PM @ the Lift

Marty koppes 
9 PM @ Spirits

Johnnie walker 
9 PM @ Dog House Lounge

Two Mile Crew 
9 PM @ Shenanigan’s

Dirty laundry 
9 PM @ the County Line

The Resistors 
9 PM @ Jimi B’s

six shots ‘til Midnight 
10 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

SunDay, JuLy 5
Open Mic with scott Rische 
noon @ Grape Escape

Massey Road 
2 PM @ Massey Marina

Brown Bottle Bandits 
2 PM @ offshore

Bill stock 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

7 Bridges Road 
2 PM @ Dam Riverview 
sports Bar

John Moran 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

Roy schroedl 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge 
winery

Timber City Concert Band 
3 PM @ tabor Home 
vineyards & winery

Gladdy & The Tramps 
3 PM @ Council Hill Station

Chuck Bregman 
3 PM @ Anton’s Saloon

Percival 
3 PM @ Hawg Dawgs

Mama Bird 
3:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Fever River string Band 
3:30 PM @ new Diggings 
General store

steve McIntyre 
4 PM @ Stone Cliff

Americana Band 
5 PM @ Rivers Edge Plaza

Johnny Rockers 
5 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

Garrett Hillary 
6 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

Madison Brass 
Music in the Gardens 
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum

MonDay, JuLy 6
kendra swanson 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

TueSDay, JuLy 7
Troy, Hoffman & Marceau 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

Denny Garcia 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Colts Music on the March 
7 PM @ Dalzell Field

Jay vonn 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

WeDneSDay, JuLy 8
Jake Mcvey 
6 PM @ Spirits

Acoustic Jam w/  
Marty Raymon 
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

statue of liberty 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

larry Reeb 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

THuRSDay, JuLy 9
Randy Droessler &  
steve Cavanaugh 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

Aquatic Hitchhikers 
6 PM @ Platteville Music in 
the Park

tri-state live music

nightlife 
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Meghan Davis 
7 PM @ 1st & Main

vu JàDé 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

The wundo Band 
7 PM @ Concert in Badger 
Park, shullsburg

Country on the River  
singing Challenge 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Tiffany Christopher 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Rorey Carroll, Ben Dunegan 
9 PM @ the Lift

FRiDay, JuLy 10
Melanie Devaney 
noon @ Lunchtime Jam

sandy Hook nights 
Dinner Cruise to Dirty ernie’s 
@ 5:30 PM 
Chad sullins & last Call 
Coalition @ 8 PM 
sandy Hook Tavern

Ziegfried underground 
Downtown Friday night 
6 PM @ Dyersville

old 57s with nutsy & Lori 
Rockin’ On The River 
6 PM @ Cascade Riverview 
Amphitheater

Adam Beck 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

vu JàDé 
7 PM @ Inspire Café

sam wyatt 
7:30 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

BackRoads 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Blue n evol 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Andrew Houy 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Justin Morrissey 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Ben Dunegan 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Hangdog Hearts,  
Brother Douglas 
9 PM @ Eronel

Holy white Hounds, speaker 
eater, Dredge 
9 PM @ the Lift

Taste like Chicken 
9 PM @ Spirits

SaTuRDay, JuLy 11
Dirty water Boys 
2 PM @ Grape Escape

Ralph kluseman 
2 PM @ Galena Cellars Vineyard

The wundo Band 
4 PM @ Council Hill Station

Tony walker 
4 PM @ the Palace, Dyersville

Clutch Cargo, Broken strings 
5 PM @ Asbury Music in 
the Park

7 Bridges Road 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Club 84: Pajama Party 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

eugene smiles Project 
(Following Ben’s Ride) 
7 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

sam wyatt 
7:30 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

Hairball 
8 PM @ Five Flags

QC slim Band 
8 PM @ the Blu Room, 
Breezers Pub

Half-Fast 
8 PM @ the Yardarm

Gladdy & the Tramps 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

Broken Rubber Band 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Bluesniks 
8 PM @ Galena Brewing Co.

Ten Gallon Hat 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

Mark Zalaznik 
9 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Garrett Hillary 
9 PM @ Spirits

Renegade 
9 PM @ northside Bar

no Fences 
9 PM @ the County Line

The lonely Goats 
9 PM @ Iron Horse Social Club

Big sloth, Bull Black nova, 
Johnny Azari 
10 PM @ the Lift

SunDay, JuLy 12
Open Mic with scott Rische 
noon @ Grape Escape

Antique tractor Pull @ noon 
the Hearts @ 4 PM 
Council Hill station

statue of liberty 
2 PM @ Massey Marina

Bill & Doug stock 
2 PM @ PromiseLand Winery

Andy wilberding 
3 PM @ Sunset Ridge Winery

Cranes/vultures 
3:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

Corey Jenny & Bryan Popp 
3:30 PM @ new Diggings 
General store

Becky McMahon 
4 PM @ Stone Cliff

Americana Band 
5 PM @ Rivers Edge Plaza

Twang Dragons 
5 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

upper Main street Jazz Band 
6 PM @ Music in Jackson Park

Fever River string Band 
6 PM @ Lena Park

Coupe Deville 
Music in the Gardens 
6:30 PM @ DBQ Arboretum

Miss kitty’s Quiz show 
8 PM @ Grape Escape

MonDay, JuLy 13
steve McIntyre 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

TueSDay, JuLy 14
Just Cuz 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

vu JàDé 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Mekons 
7 PM @ Mineral Point  
Opera House

John Moran 
7:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

WeDneSDay, JuLy 15
Jimmy eat world’s Jim 
Adkins, Matt P 
5 PM @ Codfish Hollow Barn

Acoustic Jam w/  
kurt Droessler 
6:30 PM @ the Cornerstone

steve McIntyre 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

Mike Toomey 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Open Mic w/ Mississippi Trio 
9 PM @ the Lift

siverside, snuff Queen 
9 PM @ Sandy Hook tavern

THuRSDay, JuLy 16
Tapestry 
5 PM @ Inspire Café

Brown Bottle Bandits 
6 PM @ tony Roma’s

Andy wilberding 
7 PM @ 1st & Main

statue of liberty 
7 PM @ Riverboat Lounge

steve Davis 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

ernie Peniston Band 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ 
8 PM @ Potter’s Mill, Bellevue

ethan keller 
8 PM @ the Cornerstone

Jaimaican Queens, Delta 
saints, Riley Ann 
9 PM @ the Lift

FRiDay, JuLy 17
Garrett Hillary 
noon @ Lunchtime Jam

The Jimmy’s 
All That Jazz 
6 PM @ town Clock Plaza

sandy Hook nights 
Bike olympics @ 6 PM 
Smokin’ Mirrors @ 8 PM 
sandy Hook Tavern

Garrett Hillary 
6 PM @ Woodbine Bend

Gregory James 
7 PM @ Stone Cliff

Corey Jenny 
7 PM @ Perfect Pint

Andreas Transo 
7:30 PM @ Frank o’Dowd’s Pub

steve Davis 
8 PM @ Mississippi Moon Bar

Massey Road 
8 PM @ Grand tap

nightlife 
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now showing @ mindframe theaters 
friday, July 3–thursday, July 9

MinionS (Pg) 
thu: 6:00, 8:00, 10:00

Magic Mike XXL (R) 
Fri–Thu: (12:00), (2:25), (4:50), 
7:30, 10:00

TeRMinaToR geniSyS (Pg-13) 
Fri–thu: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:35), 
7:20, 9:55

MaX (Pg) 
Fri–Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:10), 
7:10, 9:35

TeD 2 (R) 
Fri–thu: (12:15), (2:35), (5:00), 7:40, 
10:00

inSiDe ouT (Pg) 
Fri–thu: (11:00 AM), (1:30), (4:00), 
6:45, 9:05

JuRaSSic WoRLD (Pg-13) 
Fri–Wed: (12:15), (3:15), 7:00, 9:45
thu: (12:15), (3:15)

SuRF’S uP (Pg) FRee SuMMeR 
kiDS MoVie
Mon–Thu: 10:00 AM

oPen SeaSon (Pg) FRee SuMMeR 
kiDS MoVie
Fri: 10:00 AM

555 JFk Road
Behind kennedy Mall

mindframetheaters.com  
Hotline: 563-582-4971

movie buzz
Jason Sudeikis, Jennifer Aniston, 

Julia Roberts, and Kate Hudson will 
reportedly star in Mother’s Day, Garry 
Marshall’s latest entry into holiday-
themed ensemble comedies following 
New Year’s Eve and Valentine’s Day.

Director Robert Zemeckis has just 
reassured us all that Back to the Future, 
Part III will remain the biggest affront to 
the Back to the Future brand. Asked if 
he’d consider a remake of his 1985 original, 
Zemeckis said, “Oh, God no. That can’t 
happen until both Bob and I are dead.

Marvel Studios president, Kevin 
Feige, recently said of the next Spider-
Man reboot, “It’s the soap opera in high 
school, and those supporting characters, 
that are interesting. We haven’t seen 
a John Hughes movie in a long time. 
Not that we can make a John Hughes 
movie—only John Hughes could - but 

we’re inspired by him, and merging that 
with the superhero genre in a way we 
haven’t done before excites us.”

Ezra Miller’s longterm dedication to 
cosplaying Snape has at last earned him a 
place in the world of Harry Potter. Variety 
reports that the soon-to-be The Flash star, 
Ezra Miller, is joining Eddie Redmayne and 
Katherine Waterston in the J.K. Rowling-
written prequel franchise Fantastic Beasts 
and Where To Find Them. It’s said Miller 
will play Kredan.

Hoping to recreate the box office 
success of San Andreas, New Line is once 
again pitting Dwayne Johnson against 
monumental property damage, starring 
in Rampage, the video game adaptation 
they’ve had in the works since 2011. The 
game put players in control of one of 
three people that had transformed into a 
giant, hulking, destructive beast. n

terminator genisys (pg-13)
wednesday, July 1
James Cameron’s sci-fi classic gets rebooted 
in this Paramount production designed as the 
first installment in a new trilogy. But this time 
Arnold “will be back” as an old version of his 
robot that has to stop a young version. so 
there’s that.

magic mike xxl (r)
wednesday, July 1
Picking up the story three years after Mike 
bowed out of the stripper life at the top of his 
game, “Magic Mike XXL” finds the remaining 
kings of Tampa likewise ready to throw in the 
towel, but first, one blow-out performance in 
Myrtle Beach. ugh.

boulevard (r)
friday, July 10
A married man’s (Robin Williams) long-
suppressed sexual identity slowly emerges when 
picks up a male hooker (Roberto Aguire) and 
pays him for companionship rather than sex.

minions (pg)
friday, July 10
Starting as single-celled yellow organisms, 
Minions evolve through the ages, perpetually 
serving the most despicable of masters, 
unsuccessfully. But one Minion named 
kevin has a plan, a thrilling journey that 
ultimately leads them to their next potential 
master, scarlet Overkill and must save all of 
Minionkind... from annihilation.

self/less (pg-13)
friday, July 10
In this provocative psychological science fiction 
thriller, an extremely wealthy man (Academy 
Award winner Ben kingsley) dying from cancer 
undergoes a radical medical procedure that 
transfers his consciousness into the body of a 
healthy young man (Ryan Reynolds). But all is 
not as it seems when he starts to uncover the 
mystery of the body’s origin and the secret 
organization that will kill to protect its cause.
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the temptations 
september 25 & 26 @ 8 pm
R&B and soul music group The Temptations are known for their 
distinct harmony, flashy wardrobe and choreography. their hits 

include “The Way You Do the Things You Do,” “My Girl,” “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” and 
more. Current lineup includes Otis Williams, Ron Tyson, Terry Weeks, Joe Herndon 
and Bruce Williamson. n

James otto 
saturday, october 17 @ 8 pm
Hitting the Nashville country scene with his breakthrough hit 
“Just Got Started Lovin’ You,” Otto topped the country chart and 
was declared the #1 country song of the year in 2008 by Billboard 
magazine. He followed it up with “Somewhere Tonight,” “Groovy 
Little Summer Song,” “Are Ya With Me” and “Soldiers & Jesus,” 
which earned him Song of the Year at the CMA and ACM Awards 
along with a Grammy nomination for Best Country Song. n

kansas 
saturday, october 24 @ 8 pm
Kansas has been a fixture on classic rock radio for decades with 
“Carry On Wayward Son,” becoming the second most-played 

song in 1995 and #1 in 1997. Throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s, Kansas appeared on 
the Billboard charts for over 200 weeks total. Kansas is comprised of band members 
Billy Greer, David Manion, Ronnie Platt, David Ragsdale, original drummer Phil Ehart 
and original guitarist Richard Williams. n

royal bliss 
friday, July 24 @ 8 pm
Royal Bliss formed in 1997 in Salt Lake City and like to call 
themselves the “unluckiest band in rock” due to the mishaps their 
members have, including members falling from balconies, totaling 
cars on tour and more. They put the emotion into their versatile 
rock sound, sometimes channeling reggae and heavy metal. Their 
latest single, “Cry Sister,” is currently climbing the active rock 
charts and impacting radio with requests. Since their debut, they 
have played concerts across the country and toured with acts 
such as Buckcherry, Candlebox, Kid Rock and Papa Roach. n

tony orlando in concert 
saturday, July 25 @ 4 and 7 pm
Tony Orlando is one of America’s most beloved stars and is best 
known for his song “Knock Three Times.” Orlando’s follow-up 
hit “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree” became the 
#1 song in 1972. He has won three American Music Awards, a 
People’s Choice Award and received a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. n

tom aronld 
saturday, august 15 @ 7 and 9:30 pm
Comedian and actor Tom Arnold has established himself with 
spots on Fox Sports News’ “Best Damn Sports Show Period,” 
CMT’s “My Big Redneck” and in several films. In addition to his 
acting career, Arnold has written and produced on the television 
show “Roseanne.” Arnold is now returning to stand-up comedy 
and poking fun at the Midwest (where he grew up), sharing 
Hollywood stories and more. n

rodney carrington 
friday, august 21 @ 7 and 9:30 pm
Multi-talented comedian, actor and musician, Rodney 
Carrington, has recorded eight major record label comedy 
albums with the newest album, “Laughter’s Good,” debuting 
at #1 on the Overall Comedy Charts. Carrington has starred in 
his eponymous sitcom, Rodney, and co-wrote and co-starred 
in the film Beer for My Horses with Toby Keith. He also won 
Supporting Character of the Year at the CMT Music Video 
Awards for appearing in Trace Adkin’s video, “I Got My Game 
On.” Carrington’s comedy act combines stand-up with original 
music. He regularly performs to sold-out crowds across the 
country and is a frequent guest on The Bob & Tom Show. n

ace frehley 
friday, september 11 @ 8 pm
Frehley co-founded KISS in 1973 and took on the persona 
“Spaceman” or “Space Ace.” With his six-string axe work, Frehley 
is a legendary guitar player and musician with a career spanning 
four decades. He has had solo success with his hit song “New York 
Groove” and his solo album, Space Invader, which hit the Billboard 
200. Frehley, along with the other original members of KISS, were 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2014. n

nightlife 

mississippi moon bar events
All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available 
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at diamondJodubuque.com.

additional upcoming events

hard salami
thursday, July 2 @ 8 pm

dueling pianos
saturday, July 4 @ 8 pm

laughing moon comedy: larry reeb
wednesday, July 8 @ 8 pm

country on the river singing challenge
thursday, July 9 @ 7 pm

backroads
friday, July 10 @ 8 pm

club 84: pajama party
saturday, July 11 @ 7 pm

laughing moon comedy: mike toomey
wednesday, July 15 @ 8 pm

dueling pianos
thursday, July 16 @ 7 pm

steve davis
friday, July 17 @ 8 pm

Jabber box
saturday, July 18 @ 8 pm

laughing moon comedy:  
chad thornsberry
wednesday, July 22 @ 8 pm

dueling pianos
thursday, July 23 @ 7 pm

laughing moon comedy:  
doug thompson
wednesday, July 29 @ 8 pm

chuck minnihan
thursday, July 30 @ 8 pm

zz-3: tribute to zz top
friday, october 2 @ 8 pm

project pink: tribute to pink floyd
saturday, october 3 @ 8 pm

one: tribute to metallica
friday, october 9 @ 8 pm
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taste! country roadhouse
by rich belmont

Taste! Country Roadhouse is just a ten minute drive east 
on US Highway 20 from the Julien Dubuque Bridge. It’s 
kind of in the middle of nowhere, but it has quickly become 
the go-to place for craft beers, fish fries, great burgers, 
Broaster chicken and exceptionally flavorful pizzas.

Frank and Debbie Venturella opened Taste! on 
September 13, 2013. They quickly gained a reputation 
for serving fantastic food in a laid-back, comfortable 
environment. That should come as no surprise. This was 
not their first venture in the bar business.

Frank literally grew up in his cousin’s grocery store. 
When he finished school he became a police officer in a 
Chicago suburb. After a few years he went back to his 
first passion—food! He operated a sports bar and 
banquet hall in Norridge, IL called Flat Tops for several 
years before moving to the Galena, IL area.

At first Frank and Debbie 
purchased a house near 
Galena as a week-end 
get away. When they 
discovered the bar and 
banquet hall on Highway 
20 was available they 
purchased it and not long 
after they opened Taste! 

Six months later they brought in their son-in-law, Jason 
Gonzalez, to be their chief cook.

The bar and restaurant’s name includes an exclamation 
point for a good reason. Only high quality ingredients 
are used so you are invited to take the time to Taste! The 
meats, cheeses and vegetables are from local purveyors 
as much as possible. Some examples include ground 
beef from Pat’s Country House Grocery, Scales Mound, 
IL; chicken from Gold ‘N’ Plump Poultry, Arcadia, WI; 
cheese curds from Riverside Foods, Two Rivers, WI 
and beer battered cod, onions and mushrooms from 
Brakebush in Westfield, WI.

Taste! features craft beers. There are eleven of them on 
tap. In case you are not sure what a craft beer is permit 
me to explain. According to the Brewers Association 
in Boulder, CO an American craft brewer is small, 
independent and traditional:

Small—the brewery produces no more than 6 million 
barrels of beer a year.

Independent—less than 25 percent of the craft brewery 
is owned by a brewer that is not itself a craft brewer.

Traditional—the majority of the brewery’s total alcohol 
volume is in beers whose flavors are derived from 
traditional or innovative brewery ingredients and their 
fermentation.

If you really want to know if you’re drinking a true craft 
beer there is an app for that. Craft Check allows you to 
scan the barcode on the bottle. The app is available for 
iPhone now and will be available for Android phones in a 
few more weeks. Learn more at CraftCheckapp.com.

By the way, a craft beer is not the same as a microbrew. 
A microbrewery produces less than 15,000 beer barrels 
a year and at least 75 percent of that beer must be sold 
outside the brewery. Also there are no strict guidelines 
for the techniques or ingredients a micro-brewery uses 
so pretty much anything is possible.

Currently the craft beers on tap at Taste! are:

Backpocket Slingshot Dunkel (Dunkel is German for dark); 
Great River Hopapotamus; Horney Goat Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Porter (Porter means dark style); Horney Goat 
Hopped Up N Horny; Left Hand Milk Stout Nitro (Stout 
also means dark beer, are you seeing a pattern here?); Pig 
Minds Southy Bitch Slap; Potosi Belgian Tripel (Tripel is a 
term meaning a strong ale); Potosi Fish Fly Golden Rye; 
Potosi Holiday Bock; Potosi Slugger (aged in Templeton 
Rye Barrels) and Potosi Tangerine IPA (India Pale Ale).

Since eating at this 
restaurant is all about 
tasting I recommend you 
start out with a craft beer 
and an appetizer. The 
Brew House Combo is a 
great sampling of onion 
rings, mozzarella sticks, 
gulf shrimp, mushrooms, 
chicken strips and 
jalapeño snappers.

The white cheddar cheese curds are so fresh and lightly 
breaded Frank claims they almost squeak when you bite 
into them. The French fries and potato chips are hand cut 
from fresh potatoes every day.

Sandwiches are first rate. 
For instance Bam Bam 
Buffalo is a marinated 
chicken breast topped 
with blue cheese and 
buffalo sauce. The Turkey 
Wrap is stuffed with 
slices of deboned turkey 
breast that is slow 
roasted in the kitchen.

Hamburgers are outstanding. They certainly rank in 
my top five burgers in the Dubuque area. Frank has 
developed his own proprietary blend of ground beef 
prepared for him at Pat’s Country House Grocery. The 
one-third pound Angus beef loosely packed patties are 
generously sprinkled with a secret house seasoning blend.

columnists 
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All the chicken is supplied by Gold ‘N’ Plump and it is 
fresh, never frozen. It is bathed in a salt brine marinade 
and hand battered. Then it is either grilled or fried in 
Broaster high pressure fryers. The Broaster chicken is a 
favorite for take-out and the wings are splendid. They 
are particularly delicious on Sunday Funday when the 
wings are only 25 cents each!

When I visit Taste! I am always tempted to order Broaster 
Chicken or Pizza. So I have to remind myself not to pass 
up the daily specials. For example I recently had a 
fantastic Italian Beef sandwich. The beef was slow 
roasted in an Alto-Shaam Cook & Hold oven for 16 hours, 
and then marinated in tasty Italian gravy. Another special 
was the Cheesy Pig: pulled pork in a grilled cheese and 
bacon on sourdough bread sandwich. If it’s my lucky day 
the special will be Pork Loin: it’s marinated, tenderized, 
hand battered and broasted.

Now the pizza! I expected it to be really good and 
this pizza exceeded my expectations. Well, of course 
it would, Frank is my Goombah. Both of us have 
grandparents who came to this country from Sicily. 
So it is fair to say this pizza is Siciliano. It is made in 
house with a tomato sauce that contains special Italian 
seasonings. It is baked the way pizzas are supposed to 
be with the toppings under the cheese. And the cheese 
is whole milk mozzarella!

I have to laugh now. When I moved to Dubuque 30 
years ago I asked if I could get pizza with whole milk 
mozzarella instead of part skim. I was laughed at and 
told there was no such thing!

I particularly like the sausage pizza. That’s because this 
pie is covered with delicious sweet and mild sausage 
chunks (not thin slices) made by Fontanini in Chicago. 
Actually the company was started in Chicago in 1960 
by Oriano Fontanini and was originally called Capitol 
Wholesale Meats. Fontanini is now located in a new 
state-of-the-art manufacturing plant in McCook, IL and 
is a prominent manufacturer of Italian meats and other 
products. Their sausage is made from select, lean cuts of 
pork, Italian seasonings, fennel and garlic.

By the way, Taste! has a gluten-free crust pizza available too.

While I am thinking of inimitable manufacturers Taste! is 
proud to serve Eli’s Cheesecake also from Chicago. Eli 
Schulman started his first restaurant in 1940 called Eli’s 
Ogden Huddle later followed by Eli’s Stage Delicatessen. 
During the Great Depression Eli hung a sign in his 
restaurant’s window “if you are hungry and have no 
money we will feed you for free”. In 1966 he opened Eli’s 
Place For Steak where he decided to make cheesecake 
his signature dessert. He created a cheesecake so rich 
and creamy his customers proclaimed it Chicago’s finest.

Eli’s has grown from a local favorite to one of the country’s 
largest specialty bakeries producing 20,000 cheesecakes 
and desserts daily. Eli’s Cheesecakes are so luscious 
because they are a baked cheesecake made from slow 
cultured cream cheese, sugar, eggs, sour cream and pure 
vanilla on a butter cookie crust. Eli’s Cheesecakes are 
currently made in over 40 flavors. At Taste! you will find 
at least one and maybe two. On my last visit I thoroughly 
enjoyed Salted Caramel. I suggest you take some home 
with you. Eli’s Cheesecakes keep in the fridge for up to 7 
days and in the freezer for up to 6 months.

taste! country roadhouse
14877 US Hwy 20 West, Menominee, IL 61025
815-747-6656 • tasteCountryroadhouse.com
Facebook.com/tasteCountrymarketplace

hours: Wed–Fri: 2 PM–Midnight;  
Sat–Sun: 11 AM–9 PM; Mon–Tue: Closed
dining Style: Come as you are
noise level: Conversational
recommendations: Craft Beer, Brew House 
Combo, Cheese Curds, Bam Bam Buffalo, Beer 
Battered Cod, Burgers, Chicken Wings, Broaster 
Chicken, Pizzas, Eli’s Cheesecake
liquor Service: Full Bar
Prices: $7.95–$19.95
Pay options: Cash, Debit, Local Checks, All Credit 
Cards except AMEX
accessibility: Front door—(ramp onto front porch) 
and restrooms
Kids Policy:Welcome—Menu; High Chairs: Yes; 
Booster Seats: No
reservations: Yes • Catering: Yes • take out: Yes
delivery: No • Parking: Large Private Lot

 Broaster Chicken  Chicken Wings

 Sausage Pizza

Taste! is also a huge Banquet Hall or Event Center. 
Standing in front of the building you would never guess 
the hall has a seating capacity of up to 500. At this time 
the kitchen can cater up to 350 people.

The next time you are in the mood to really taste 
your dinner may I suggest you visit Taste! Country 
Roadhouse? If I may borrow the slogan from the House 
of Fontanini you will experience a beautiful difference: 
Una Bella Differenza!

Do you have a favorite restaurant you would like to see 
reviewed? Please send your requests, suggestions and 
comments to Argosy at argomark@mchsi.com. n

PHOTO: ELI'S CHEESECAKE
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grill your ace off
Nothing says summer like the smell of BBQ on a grill. 

I have blessed with a husband who recently found a love 
for cooking. For father’s day, we purchased him a Big 
Green Egg. While we have been die hard Weber fans for 
years, we wanted the flexibility to do some different styles 
of grilling, including smoking, as well as replacing our 
oven with our grill on those particularly hot summer days. 
Why have multiple grills? Do you have a microwave and 
an oven? Do you use them both, often during the same 
meal? That is the same reason having multiple grills makes 
outdoor cooking more exciting and convenient.

weber
Weber grills have always been known for quality, along 

with the ability to cook food at reasonably quick speeds. 
Weber’s are the perfect grill for most situations. While 
Weber’s are available at various places, the collections 
of Weber’s we offer at Steve’s Ace are superior to other 
models available on the market. Our grill models are 
exclusive to independent dealers, in other words, not the 
big box stores. All of the Weber models we offer have 
stainless steel grates and flavorizer bars which not only 
means better flavor but a longer lasting grill.

Here are some pointers from Weber on what to look 
for when purchasing a gas grill:

Dive a bit deeper into finding the right gas grill—from 
craftsmanship to construction to durability—with our 
Five-Step Inspection.

the wiggle test
Grab the grill by the sides and shake it a few times. A 
well-built grill should feel solid and sturdy.

check under the hood
First, you’ll see the cooking grates. Pick them up and 
inspect them—quality materials will last longer.

take out the grates
Below, you should find a system of v-shaped inverted 
metal bars to deflect and vaporize food drippings.

take out the metal bars or briquettes
Look at the burner system which should consist of two or 
more burners running the length of the cookbox.

think about who made the grill
Research the manufacturer and look into their customer 
service support and warranty. Become an informed shopper 
by visiting their website. Call their customer service line to 
see what type of support you’ll get after the sale.

the big green egg
For years we have heard lots of hype about the Big 

Green Egg. And we usually shook it off as a fad or a grill 
that only met a few people’s needs. Then one day we 
decided to listen to the sales pitch and had them cook 
on it for us. Were we ever impressed! Food simply tastes 

different on a Big Green Egg… better! Next, we discovered 
this underground culture- Eggheads- folks who LOVE 
their Big Green Eggs and talk to all their friends about 
them. Yes, you heard me correct, eggs. Eggheads often 
return shortly to purchase another egg so that they can do 
multiple cooks at one time. I guess what I love most about 
them is how versatile they are. Plus, they are made in the 
USA. It’s the only style of charcoal grill that allows you to 
cook/smoke all year long, even below 0 degrees!

the new phoenix grill
To round out our selection of grills, we most recently 

added an additional brand of infrared grill called Phoenix. 
This is a set it and forget it type grill. While cooking 
doesn’t happen as quickly as a gas grill, the end result is 
a consistent, no flare-up cook. Another cool feature of 
the Phoenix is that you can add beer or water to the drip 
pan, turning the grill into a steamer. While similar to other 
infrared grills available, The Phoenix offers an additional 
key feature. While most of these types of grills typically 
only have 1 setting, the Phoenix offers 3 heat settings which 
allows the chef to grill more efficiently all year long, allowing 
it to be used all winter long. Plus it’s made in Wisconsin. n

 Weber  Big Green Egg  New Phoenix Grill
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defend your attitude
by matt booth

If you don’t defend your attitude,  
who will?

It is imperative to personal satisfaction 
and professional success to defend your 
positive attitude. Nothing else has a 
greater effect on you than your attitude. 
It’s your biggest asset. It’s more crucial 
than ever to protect your attitude. Protect 
your positive attitude at any and all cost.

Your positive attitude is under attack! 
Think of the challenges you face every day 
as assaults on your attitude. Friends, family, 
co-workers, and even complete strangers 
can become enemies. I asked a guy at the 
post office how he was doing last week 
and he said, “Not bad for a Monday”. I said, 
“It is Wednesday”. He replied, “Every day 
is Monday in my world”. Do not let your 
guard down, negativity is everywhere. 
By not protecting your attitude, it can be 
destroyed. Failure to protect your positive 
attitude leads to a negative attitude.

Having a negative attitude or even an 
apathetic one will undermine and sabotage 
any effort you put forth. Your attitude 
impacts how other people perceive 
you, right through to the signals you’re 
unconsciously sending out. Your attitude 
sets the tone of your voice, the quality 
of your thoughts, and is reflected in your 
facial expressions and body language. 
There is nothing more frustrating than 
putting in lots of effort and getting no 
results. If you have anything less than a 
positive attitude it becomes difficult, if not 
impossible, to achieve personal satisfaction 
and professional success.

To protect your positive attitude, 
eliminate or reduce the negative 
influences in your life and replace them 
with positive ones. You are bombarded 
with messages throughout the day 
and night. Some of them are good and 
some of them are just plain bad. You get 

messages from family, friends, coworkers, 
radio, newspaper, TV, music, the internet, 
billboards, books, magazines, and many 
other sources. Avoid or reduce anything 
that puts your positive attitude in 
jeopardy. If the morning news gets you 
down, turn it off. If your co-worker likes to 
gossip and back stab, do not go to lunch 
with him. Negativity perpetuates itself 
and breeds dissatisfaction. Here are a few 
strategies to defend your attitude:
• don’t take other people’s negativity 

personally. Most negative people 
behave negatively not just to you, but 
to everyone they interact with.

• Spend more time with positive 
people. You are the average of the 
people you spend the most time with. 
Birds of a feather—flock together!

• realize that life is a series of ups and 
downs. Acknowledge the negativity, 
accept it, and let it pass through your 
consciousness, thereby teaching you a 
lesson but not ruining your day. 

• let go and move on when you must. 
If all else fails, remove yourself from 
the wrong situations and relationships. 
When it is time to let go, let go.

Discipline yourself to take action 
against all those who want to attack your 
positive attitude. Avoid or reduce anyone 
or anything that causes negativity in 
order to protect the most precious asset 
you control—your attitude. Protect your 
attitude like a mamma bear protecting her 
cubs. Taking this position will only enhance 
your chances of satisfaction and success. If 
you don’t defend your attitude, who will? n

mattitude quote
“Spend your time chasing your 
dreams so you don’t waste your 
time putting out fires.” 

—Matt Booth

Matt Booth, the attitude expert, 
is an engaging speaker. He 
demonstrates and delivers a 
common sense approach to a 
positive attitude. To find out 
how Matt can help you or your 
organization, connect with him 
today at mattbooth.com.

maker camp
monday, July 6 @ 4–5 pm
Here is your chance to work with technology 
and be creative! learn coding, work with Garage 
Band and record your own music, use software to 
create a stop motion movie or use our 3D printer 
to make your own unique design. Come and 
stretch your imagination at the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library. Meet in the program room on first 
floor. Please register by calling the Children’s 
Help Desk at 563-589-4225, ext. 2228.

dubuquers play euchre
thursdays: July 9 and July 23  
@ 6:30–8:30 pm
Are you new to Dubuque? Have you lived here 
a while and never learned to play Euchre? 
The library will be opening its auditorium for 

euchre for players of all skill level. learn to 
play, hone your skills, or teach a new player 
the game. this program is for adults 18 and 
over. Please register prior to the event by 
calling the Reference Desk or going online 
at dubuque.lib.ia.us. snacks and drinks will 
be provided. The public is cordially invited 
to attend. For more information, please 
call the Carnegie-Stout Public Library at 
563-589-4225, or visit dubuque.lib.ia.us.

dan wardell’s reading road trip!
friday, July 10 @ 10–11 am
Dan wardell from Iowa Public Television brings 
his summer reading road trip to the Carnegie-
stout Public library. Join us for a high energy 
story time about the importance of eating 
healthy, staying active and reading great books. 

For all ages. Meet in the Aigler Auditorium, 3rd 

floor. Please register no more than one week 
in advance at 563-589-4225 and ask for the 
Children’s Help Desk at extension 2228.

nerf capture the flag
saturday, July 11 @ 4:45 pm 
looking for an excuse to dust off your nerf 
blasters? We are taking over the reference 
section after hours for a cutthroat game of 
capture the flag. Bring your own un-modded 
blasters. open to anyone 18 or older. no 
registration necessary. Meet at the Reference 
Desk on the second floor.

book discussion:  
gulp: adventures on the alimentary canal
tuesday, July 14 @ 7 pm
In Gulp, we meet scientists who tackle the 
questions no one else thinks of or has the 
courage to ask. We go on location to a pet-food 
taste-test lab, a fecal transplant, and into a live 
stomach to observe the fate of a meal. with 
Roach at our side, we travel the world meeting 
murderers and mad scientists, eskimos and 
exorcists, rabbis and terrorists (who, it turns 
out, for practical reasons do not conceal bombs 
in their digestive tracts). like all of Roach’s 
books, Gulp is as much about human beings as 
it is about human bodies. Copies are available 
at the Circulation Desk. The public is cordially 
invited to attend.

carnegie-stout public library events
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magnificent magnesium: a top nutrient for 2015
by hy-vee nutritionists megan horstman (asbury),  
amy cordingley (locust), and tricia rau (dodge)

In the world of human health, magnesium is a key 
nutrient for many vital functions in the body. Deficiency of 
this mineral is thought to be linked to more than 20 disease 
conditions. Despite this importance, it’s estimated that more 
than 80% of Americans do not get enough in their daily diet.

Why is magnesium such a big deal? First, magnesium 
is used by every organ in the body, specifically the heart, 
muscles and kidneys. It’s instrumental in the transmission 
of nerve signals and is a key player in muscle relaxation. 
Building proteins for muscle requires magnesium. The 
action of more than 300 enzymes relies on magnesium 
to initiate the process. This important mineral regulates 
blood pressure and blood sugar levels and can be found 
in every cell in the body. Magnesium is a component of 
almost every chemical reaction that takes place in the 
body, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. That’s 
why magnesium is such a big deal!

How much magnesium does a person need? The 
recommended daily intake (RDI) for male adults 19 years 
of age and older is 400 to 420 milligrams of magnesium 
daily. Adult females, including women who are pregnant 
or lactating need 310 to 320 milligrams daily. Mild to 
moderate stress increases the need for magnesium 
as do physical injury, routine exertion in athletics and 
chronic illness. Be aware that many medications decrease 
magnesium absorption so additional supplementation 
may be needed. Common medications that deplete 
magnesium are acid blockers/antacids/anti-ulcer, 

diuretics, analgesics, anti-inflammatory drugs and some 
antibiotics. Additional prescription medications known for 
depleting magnesium include those for blood pressure, 
diabetes and lowering cholesterol. If you are taking any 
of these medications, you may want to check with your 
pharmacist or healthcare provider for guidance.

How can a person get more magnesium into their 
diet? Food sources rich in magnesium include greens 
(particularly Swiss chard and spinach), green beans, 
seeds (pumpkin, squash, sunflower, flax, sesame-
including tahini), unsweetened cocoa powder, almond 
butter, seaweed and Brazil nuts. Edamame and black 
beans as well as buckwheat, millet, wheat germ and 
molasses are good food sources, too.

Because magnesium works in a balance with vitamin 
D, vitamin K2 and calcium, it’s important to eat a varied 
diet every day that provides these essential nutrients. A 
varied diet includes plenty of vegetables, whole grains, 
beans and legumes, fruits, animal or vegetable protein 
and dairy foods or a comparable source of calcium. 

Need some ideas for getting magnesium on the 
table? Try making a salad with your favorite lettuce, 
adding Swiss chard and spinach, then topping with 
pumpkin seeds and edamame plus your favorite 
vinaigrette. Another idea is making a spinach salad 
with black beans, sunflower seeds and cooked millet. 
Sprinkling wheat germ, sunflower seeds and your 
favorite fruit on yogurt or hot cereal is a great way to 

start the day with a magnesium boost while snacking on 
whole grain crackers and almond butter is another great 
way to work in some magnesium later in the day. n

The information is not intended as medical advice. Please 
consult a medical professional for individual advice.

Sudoku answers on page 43
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i speak alien
by bob gelms

Fluency by Jennifer Wells, the first 
book in the Confluence series, causes 
me to ask the first question, “When can 
we expect book number two?” This is a 
wonderful book. Ms. Wells does almost 
everything perfectly that a sci-fi novel 
should.

The book follows the exploits of Dr. 
Jane Holloway. She is a linguist, hence 
the title of the novel, but fluency in 
what? The answer is why she is included 
in the latest mission in space. 

Sometime in the 1960’s NASA 
discovered a spacecraft orbiting the 
Sun in the asteroid belt. It’s gigantic. 
They don’t know how it got there or 
how long it’s been there. It doesn’t send 
out signals of any kind detectable on 
Earth. It evinces no hostile intent; in 
fact, it evinces no intent at all. NASA has 
come to the conclusion that the craft is 
uninhabited and is nothing more than 
a derelict. So, NASA, of course, has 
hidden its existence and set about with 
the space programs Mercury, Gemini, 
Apollo and the space shuttle developing 
a mission to send to this craft to find out 
what it is and where it has come from. 
More importantly, where is it going? Is 
our solar system its destination?

This is called a first contact story. Dr. 
Jane Holloway is included in the crew 
because NASA needs someone from Earth 
to figure out how to communicate with an 
extra-terrestrial life form if there is one on 
board. Jane is a specialist in reconstructing 
ancient languages from scratch and 
in her resides Earth’s best hope of 
communicating with an alien on the ship.

Ms Wells puts a fair bit of hard science 
in Fluency, which is very much to my 
liking. There is enough to drive the story 
forward in a fascinating way because all 
the hard science is believable, much like 
in Andy Weir’s The Martian. Everything 
in Fluency can be extrapolated from hard 
science going on right now in the present 
day. Ms. Wells wisely doesn’t overload 
the reader. The hard science in the book 
serves the plot, it is not the plot.

Ms. Wells gets right to it when the 
crew docks with the alien spacecraft. 
This is where everybody expects a “take 
me to your leader” moment. Instead 
there is nothing. They gaze in through 
the hatch and what they can see goes on 
for a good long way. As they step inside 
lights come on. This could be automatic 
and not necessarily a sign of a sentient 
life. Could the beings who sent this ship 
be totally disinterested in Earth and her 
inhabitants. What if they crashed there?

Then it happens.

Jane seems to go catatonic and when 
she wakes up is imbued with all kinds 
of knowledge she shouldn’t have. She 
says she has been in contact with one 
being on the ship. It helped her save two 
members of the crew. She says that the 
ship is called the Speroancora and it has 
a single occupant whose name is Ei’Brai. 

The crew is dumbfounded and 
a few of them simply don’t believe 
her even when it’s pointed out that 
communicating with an alien species is 
why she was included on the mission. 
The military types draw their guns in 
anticipation of some sort of conflict. It 
comes, but not from where they were 
expecting it. Ei’Brai helps them out of a 
serious jam but still some of the crew is 
in doubt. Jane is learning the language 
and Ei’Brai is showing and telling her 
things that are simply overwhelming. I 
won’t give much more away that that.

All great science fiction starts 
with a strong central character and 
an interesting idea. There have been 
many first contact stories and this one 
ranks, in my opinion, with the very 
best of them. Most of the time, Earth is 
presented with a very aggressive race 
that wants something from us like in War 
of the Worlds, Starship Troopers, Alien, 
Independence Day or Contact. Ei’Brai 
and his race want something from the 
people of Earth but I can guarantee you 
it is nothing like what anyone on our 
planet would have ever expected and Dr. 
Jane Holloway is in the middle of it.

Fluency put a big smile on my face 
and I had an amazing time reading it. 
There are over 1100 5-star reviews on 
amazon.com, if that’s the sort of thing 
that trips your trigger. If you like sci-fi, 
even if only a little, pick up Fluency. I am 
sure you will be glad you did. 

…I wonder if Jennifer Wells is related 
to H. G.? n
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pedal pushers
(This one goes out to Dan Boice, who will soon be pedaling down new roads far from 
Iowa. Fare thee well, my friend.)
by pam kress-dunn

Just last week, a good friend of mine 
was rear-ended. He was okay, just a few 
scrapes and bruises, and the guy who hit 
him apologized profusely, offered to pay 
for the damage, and even took him home.

The thing is, the guy who ran into my 
friend—let’s call him Dan, since that’s 
his name—was driving a pickup. Dan, on 
the other hand, was riding his bike, by 
which I mean “bicycle,” not “Harley.” The 
back wheel was badly bent, and before 
accepting the ride home, he asked his 
assailant to first put his bike in the truck 
bed and take him, and it, to the bike shop.

I can understand. I used to ride my 
bike everywhere. One of my most gleeful 
memories is my 10th Christmas, when I 
found that Santa had wheeled a Schwinn 
Stingray into the living room, just for 
me. Remember those? They had high 
handlebars and banana seats, the very 
coolest bike. I could hardly wait for winter 
to end, so I could take it out on the road.

Of course it took me a while to get the 
hang of it, even with training wheels. (Oh, 
the humiliation.) Although I believe it’s true 
you never forget how to ride a bike, you 
do have to first learn how. It wasn’t long 
before Dad removed those baby wheels, 
gave me a push, and I coasted down the 
street, took two rights, and pedaled madly 
up the alley and into our back yard.

For a kid, a bike means freedom. Sure, 
little tykes ride poky trikes up and down 
the sidewalk, or circle round the driveway. 
But once they master two wheels, it’s hard 
telling where they’ll end up. As soon as I 
got a big bike—a 10-speed Peugeot for 
which I saved my pathetic paychecks—I 
would ride for miles, sometimes all the 
way downtown, which in Davenport, as in 
Dubuque, meant a grueling haul back up 
the bluffs of the Mississippi.

I rode to the book store. I rode to the 
pool. I rode to my boyfriend’s house. I would 
have ridden to school, but we didn’t stage 
the coup that broke the girls-can’t-wear-
pants rule until my senior year. I had thighs 
of steel before women began obsessing 
over such things. In my early biking years, I 
dreaded the first rides of spring, when the 
roads were littered with cinders the city 
scattered over the snow, before the advent 
of street salt. That which made the road 
safer in the snow made it treacherous after 
it melted, for cyclists, anyway.

Once my friend Jo and I rode to 
Fejervary Park, a beautiful place on an 
insanely steep incline. We decided to play 
a trick on any drivers who might pass by 
on its interior roadway. Placing our bikes 
on their sides, we set the wheels spinning 

as we lay sprawled on the grass, hoping 
someone would think we’d wiped out and 
rush to our aid, at which point we would 
sit up and giggle. Alas, nobody fell for it.

When I went to Cedar Rapids for college, 
my parents sold my Buick and I took my bike 
along. My hair reached my waist by then, 
and in nice weather, I loved to jump on my 
bike after washing it, using the wind to dry 
it instead of a hot, noisy blow dryer. Once 
again, I would ride my bike downtown, even 
though the trek back involved major hills.

In graduate school, I still had no car. 
The only hill I had to contend with was 
the one from the library, which was on 
the same level as the Iowa River, up to the 
main part of town. What IS it with bodies 
of water and hills? Oh, right. Yes, I have 
seen the Grand Canyon, and I know how 
that little river carved it out.

I was getting older, and some of 
those city hills were starting to feel like 
they belonged in a national park. When I 
married and moved to Colorado, we lived 
in a perfectly flat little town, so even after 
my daughter was born, I figured I’d keep 
on riding. We put a baby seat on the back, 
and, well, I nearly killed her. My legs had 
lost some of their steeliness, and I was 
barely able to stop the whole bike, with 
Allison attached, from crashing onto the 
cement. A baby with no helmet; a mom 
with no sense. That was the end of that. 
Now I see kids in trailers pulled behind 
their parents’ bikes, and can only wonder 
about all the exhaust they’re inhaling.

For a while after our move to Dubuque, I 
rode in the early morning, taking Grandview 
from University to Mt. Carmel and back. 
Did you know that road slopes gently 
downward going south, and—funny how 
this works—less gently upward on the way 
back? Same thing on the Heritage Trail. No 
maniac cyclist would notice, but I sure did.

Now my Peugeot hangs in the garage, 
next to my husband’s Nishiki. My son, the 
off-road cycling ace, has cherry-picked 
some of the parts off my bike. One of 
these days, I’ll donate what’s left of it to 
those great people who fix up used bikes 
for kids who can’t afford them.

Dan, my friend, has told me about 
his early-morning rides, the red foxes 
that cross Pennsylvania and the skunk 
families he narrowly avoids in the country. 
I remember that peace, that feeling of 
sailing like the wind. I hope the new 
debate about “free-ranging” kids doesn’t 
stop parents from allowing their kids that 
kind of joy. With a helmet, of course. Ride 
defensively, kids. But ride. n
—pam2617@yahoo.com
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dear erma,
I am a bad mother for NOT putting my 
child in every single summer program? 
When they are busy, I am busy. All I want 
to do is watch Law and Order SVU and 
eat popcorn.

—I hate summer, Bent Brenda

hello bent brenda!
I have mixed emotions about this subject. 
While it is healthy for children to be out 
and about, I understand your desire to 
be a big ball of fiber. However, try to 
structure some activity for your children 
or you may see them on America’s Most 
Wanted. Freedom and warm weather 
statically make children monsters, at least 
in my experience. No one is saying you 
need to be super mom or soccer mom 
or baseball mom. Not even video game 
mom. Nevertheless, if you really want to 
sit around and do nothing, be prepared to 
pull your hair out. Children always need 
attention. I would invest in earplugs and 
an ipad and do not forget about a mate 
that does nothing but watch television 
and complain about the recyclables. 
Better yet, Facebook and text messaging 
are the quintessential form of providing 
for your children. Let those little beasts 
run wild while you connect with your 
inner 20 year old. I approve.

—Hide the sugar, Erma

dear erma,
I think that “year round school” would 
be amazing! However, my neighbor who 
loves the PTA does not shut up how 
about inconvenient it would be. How can 
I politely tell her PTA sucks and so does 
this current school schedule?

—Thanks, Kelly

hi kelly,
Back in my day, we did not have PTA. 
In fact we sat in the same schoolhouse, 
in the heat, snow, you name it. The only 
time we ever got off was for extreme 
fevers and broken bones. I do have to 
agree with you about PTA and the lack of 
year round schooling. 

I think the consistent educating of young 
minds would be beneficial!  As those 
awful parents would have more of an 
opportunity to be awful in their alone 
time and the young mind of a child would 
always be learning. Then maybe your 
employer would rearrange its life for you 
and give you the two weeks off every 8 
weeks or so. It could change the world… 
and by the way, your neighbor who loves 
the PTA: just tell her to shut up and kindly 
remind her, her duties to run for class 
president are over.

—Nobody cares, Erma
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aries
(march 21–april 19)
when you say you have a 

significant other, claiming your netflix queue 
does not count. 

taurus
(april 20–may 20)
If you believe that you have a spirit 

animal, it is not advisable to go out into the 
wild to search for it so that it will bite you. This 
is not the proper way to go about gaining 
superpowers.

gemini
(may 21–June 20)
everyone knows that the only true 

way to gain superpowers is to hang around 
places where dangerously high levels of 
radiation is a normal everyday occurrence.

cancer
(June 21–July 22)
One politician said that “America’s 

darkest 24 hour period” occurred late last 
week, but he was referring to Central America 
during a solar eclipse.

leo
(July 23–august 22)
you still recognize a void in the 

cultural landscape left by David letterman and 
lucky for you, that’s yet to be a true clinical sign 
of a dangerous mental condition.

virgo
(august 23–september 22)
The article you saw on BuzzFeed 

about how hip “BRodal Showers” are these 
days was actually written as joke and now 
you’ve got a whole bunch of flannel plaid, 

cutesy fake knitted beards, and other ironic 
lumberjack paraphernalia. Trust me when I tell 
you that there’s nowhere for you to go from 
here but up. Or down.

libra
(september 23–october 22)
you may still have aspirations of 

one day becoming a supreme Court Justice, 
but until you learn what the hell “estoppal” 
means, you ain’t goin’ nowhere.

scorpio
(october 23–november 21)
I’ve got four more of these to write.

sagittarius
(november 22–december 21)
Taylor swift lyrics may hold up to 

differing interpretations, but please don’t try 
and glean financial advice from them.

capricorn
(december 22–January 19)
While “umami’ is a fine trend in the 

food world, your efforts to make an umami 
liquor will go mostly unnoticed and rightfully so.

aquarius
(January 20–february 18)
Catch “Aquarius” starring David 

Duchovny thursdays this summer at 8 on nBC. 
nBC: let’s All Be There!

pisces
(february 19–march 20)
next time on “365 Ink 

Horoscopes”: someone falls in love and 
sOMeOne DIes!!!! (Though I haven’t even 
begun to figure out how to make those happen 
in horoscope form.)
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