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Maybe it’s just me, but I get the feeling that 
a lot of people are looking at the calendar 
right now and thinking, “when the hell did 
it get to be Thanksgiving already?”

Wasn’t this an odd year for time, and, I 
guess, weather? Didn’t summer seem to 
take forever getting here and then never 
really get hot, and suddenly it’s Halloween 
and now, colder than hell? It’s almost like 
the change in season or the weather was 
so non-newsworthy that we ignored it 
and woke up to the dead of winter.

It’s only been cold for a few days, and I’m 
quite done with it already. Man, I hope 
this doesn’t make for a long, dreary go of 
it. I’ve got way too much to do.

As most of you know, I run the Marine 
Corps Toys For Tots Program in Dubuque 
and the Tri-States. I’ve been doing it 
long enough that I sort of turn on the 
machine in the fall and it just starts to do 
its thing. Basically, that means I start to 
bust my hump an extra few hours a day 
and pretend that that means things just 
happen on their own.

For some reason, it feels like the days are 
flying by this time around, and I’m never 
going to get done it time. Apparently, my 
two concurrent full time jobs have finally 
really started to feel like just that. Perhaps 
I should not be trying to squeeze in band 
practice in the middle of all that. And 
when I also have an hour of exercise a day 
that I was not doing last year, the hours 
seems to run out a lot faster.

Hopefully you will help me out this year 
by filling up those Toys For Tots donation 
boxes that you’ll start seeing all over town. 
All of those toys will stay right here in the 
tri-states. We serve more than 5,000 kids 
in four counties. If you feel so inclined, you 
can also write a check payable to Toys For 
Tots and send it here to 365ink at 432 Bluff 
St. in Dubuque, IA 52001. We will spend 
it wisely, and you can write it off of your 
taxes.

I am getting some decent help this year as 
I always do. My ever-confounding buddy, 
Jeff, is always there for whatever I need. 

Theisen’s is there for us again as is Radio 
Dubuque with the Stuff the Truck event 
this year on December 6th and 7th.

I forgot to get it in the briefs, so I’m putting 
it right here... The Dubuque Fighting 
Saints are once again hosting a Teddy 
Bear Toss for Toys For Tots at their game on 
December 6th. So get tickets to that game 
and when the Saints score their first goal, 
you can throw your new stuffed animal 
out onto the ice. It’s quite a sight to see, 
let me tell you.

As you read in the last issue, the cool 
guys at Retro Beer Company and its 
local distributor, Matthew’s Distributing, 
are donating all profits from Retro Beer 
Company to Toys For Tots right here in 
Dubuque. And Tim Althaus at Family Beer 
just handed me a check for more than 
$1,000 after one easy night of beer tasting 
at his store in East Dubuque. How cool is 
that?

In less than a week, my dear friend 
Julie Griffin pulled together this crazy 
awesome Toys For Tots Concert Tour 
(see page 26), sponsored by McGraw Hill 
Companies and supported by our friends 
at 7G Distributing (Budweiser). We’ll be 
benefiting from people going out and 
having fun for the night! That’s not hard 
to do.

And through all of these events and 
fundraisers, I’m supposed to find time to 
sort thousands of toys and get them out 
to families. This is going to be interesting. 
I forsee some future time in a hot tub with 
a beer. Well earned, of course. 

Whatever your own passion, be sure to 
take time out this holiday season to make 
an impact on our community in a way that 
will make you smile. You’ll be glad you did.

{ bryce’s inkubator }

http://www.diamondjo.com
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Friends of the Library   
Semi-annual BOOK SALE . 
Friday, November 21   
Members only 3-5 p.m.,   
Public 5-7 p.m.  
Saturday, November 22, 10 a.m.  
Carnegie-Stout Public Library  
The Friends of Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library Semi-annual book sale is back! 
A members-only pre-sale will take place 
from 3-5 p.m. on Friday, November 21. 
Memberships are $5.00 and are available 
at the door. The public sale begins from 
5-7 p.m. Find books, DVDs, and CDs, all 
priced to sell. Proceeds benefit library pro-
grams. The sale will take place in the 3rd 
floor auditorium at the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library, 360 W. 11th, Dubuque, Iowa.

The Shadow Monster Book   
Signing with Chad & Terri Sigafus 
Saturday, Nov. 22, 2-3 p.m.   
RiverLights Bookstore, 1098 Main 
The Shadow Monster comes at night, 
after Mom turns out the light… A young 
girl comes face-to-face with a shadow 
monster in this spook-tacularly charm-
ing children’s picture book. Fol-low the 
adventures this young girl experiences, as 
she tack-les her fear of the night. Chad and 
Terri Sigafus have been creating beautiful 
acoustic folk-inspired children’s music for 
nearly thirty years. With little fanfare, Chad 
and Terri have managed to win the hearts 
of children and parents everywhere.

Winter Farmers Market  
November 22, 29, 9 a.m. - Noon 
Colts Center, 1101 Main  
Entering it’s 8th year, the all-volun-
teerdriven market (under the banner 

of Four Mounds) returns to the Colts 
Center at 1101 Central Ave., focusing 
on supporting our regional food sys-
tem, eating from our food shed year-
round and providing annual funding 
to farmers through our grant program. 
Winter Farmers Market is truly a grass 
roots labor of love with little or no fund-
ing and no staff. We do it because we 
want our food system and farmers to 
be viable & sustainable. Read more ar  
wintermarketdbq.com.

Denny Diamond:   
A Tribute to Neil Diamond  
Saturday, November 22, 7 p.m. & 9 p.m. 
Mystique Casino  
Since his appearance on Dick Clark’s Your 
Big Break in 2000, Denny Diamond has 
become one of the top Neil Diamond 
tribute artists world wide. His voice has 
an uncanny similarity to that of Neil Dia-
mond’s distinctive baritone voice and his 
stage presence is second to none. These 
combined with music by one of America’s 
favorite singer/songwriters guarantees a 
performance enjoyed by everyone. Denny 
Diamond has delighted audiences across 
the nation. He performs the music of one 
of America’s favorite singer/songwriters, 
Neil Diamond. Tix online at mystiquedbq.
com. 7 p.m. show is sold out online. 9 p.m. 
tix are $20 and $30 with dinner!

{ tri-state events }

http://www.rundeautogroup.com
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{ tri-state events }

Festival of Trees  
Through Nov. 25th  
Ohnward Fine Arts Center  
1215 E. Platt St., Maquoketa, IA  
The Ohnward Fine Arts Center presents 
their Tenth Annual Festival of Trees. 
Last year, they had such a wonderful 
response to the festival  with bidding 
on creative trees and beautiful wreaths, 
theatre entertainment, Santa, students 
and adults singing, piano, violin and bell 
players, that they are adding even more 
activities to the Festival of Trees 2014! 
The proceeds will go to the Ohnward 
Fine Arts Center. Trees and wreaths 
will be featured at the Fine Arts Cen-
ter November 15th through November 
25th. The Center will be open Monday 
thru Friday 9 AM to 7 PM and Saturday 
and Sunday 1 PM to 7 PM. Also avail-
able again this year you can purchase a 
Holiday Family Gift Pass. This pass offers 
you four passes (tickets) to any of our 
2014 Ohnward Fine Arts Center produc-
tions. Easy to use and you save money! 
Each Holiday Family Gift Pass is just $80. 
Simply call 563-652-9815 between 9 AM 
and 1 PM or just stop into the Ohnward 
Fine Arts Center at 1215 E. Platt Street in 
Maquoketa to order yours today!

Artist Mary Beck Book Signing  
Outside the Lines Art Gallery  
Saturday November 22, 3 - 6 p.m.  
Outside the Lines Art Gallery, 409 Bluff 
Street welcomes Mary Beck, a native of 
Dubuque, has self-published a collection 
of her photographs in a “Areas of Preser-
vation.” The black & white photographic 
work was taken over the past 30 years 
and is a representation of the diversity 
of landscape in the United States. The 
book was laid out by local designer Peter 
Fraterdeus of Slow Print Press. 

Timber City Holiday Showcase 
Saturday, November 22nd @ 7 PM 
Ohnward Fine Arts Center  
1215 E. Platt St., Maquoketa, IA   
This show is sure to put you in the holi-
day spirit! See many local Jackson County 
performers sing and dance to holiday 
songs. Some of these acts include The 
Golden Girls YMCA Dance Troupe, Angie 
Ruley, Brooke Byam and many others. 
Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the 
door. Students $8/$10. Call 563-652-9815 
or visit www.ohnwardfineartscenter.com.
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Dubuque Senior Booster Club  
Annual Holiday Auction   
and Bake Sale  
Senior High School  
Sunday November 23, Noon  
Come and enjoy the day with friends, 
alumni and family. Bid on exciting one of 
a kind silent and live auction baskets. Take 
home a delicious dessert. All proceeds 
go to the students at Senior High School. 
Sponsored by the Rams Booster Club. Free 
admission. Auction starts at 1 p.m.

42nd Annual Thanksgiving  
Day Turkey Trot  
Thursday, November 27, 9 a.m.  
Wahlert Catholic High School  
The 42nd annual race begins with two 
routes – a five mile and a two and a half 
mile. Participants are invited to run or walk. 
A frozen turkey will be awarded to the first 
place finisher in each age division. Registra-
tion is $10. For more information, visit www.
holyfamilydbq.org/wchs/turkey-trot.

Reflections in the Park  
Opens Thursday, Nov. 27, 5-10 p.m. 
Louis Murphy Park, Dubuque  
Hillcrest Family Services’ annual lights 

festival celebrates their 20th anniversary. 
Visitors will see many new displays and have 
the option to participate in the featured 
“Memory Lane,” an opportunity to remem-
ber your loved one(s) in a special way at 
Reflections in the Park. Admission is $10 per 
vehicle at the gate; discounted tickets are 
available for $8 at all DB&T Dubuque/East 
Dubuque banking centers and all Hillcrest 
Family Services locations. Santa Claus will 
visit on Mondays from 5:00-8:00 p.m. during 
December. For more information, visit www.
hillcrest-fs.org.

Cable Car Square  
Christmas Candlewalk  
Friday, November 28, 5 -8 p.m.  
Cable Car Sqaure, 4th & Bluff St.  
Join the fun in Cable Car Square on Fri-
day, November 28 at 5 pm. to kick-off the 

holiday season as only Dubuquers can! 
Hundreds of luminaries will line Bluff & 4th 
Streets lighting the way as families gather 
at the foot of the famed Fenelon Place 
Elevator waiting for the Jolly ‘ol Elf himself 
along with the Missus to ride the last cable 
car trip of the year! Throngs of people will 
gather, singing songs accompanied by 
KAT-FM. This is an amazing event for kids 
of all ages. You’ll experience the holidays in 
a lovely way alongside the best citizens in 
the country! Make your way downtown on 
Friday, come a little early & do a little shop-
ping!! See you on Cable Car Square!

DreamCatcher Productions   
& Julien Film Festival   
Open House  
Friday, November 28  
DreamCatcher Productions and the Julien 
Dubuque International Film Festival, 467 

Bluff St., Dubuque, will hold an open 
house during the Cable Car Square Candle 
Walk. Drop in for a little warm conversa-
tion, see upcoming attractions, and hear 
the latest on what new projects are in the 
mix. For more information, contact Suzie 
at suzie@dcpiowa.com.

 

A Branson   
Classic Country Christmas  
Saturday, November 29, 7 p.m.  
Ohnward Fine Arts Center  
1215 E. Platt St., Maquoketa, IA  
Direct from BRANSON the OZARK JUBILEE 
features an all star cast of Branson’s top 
entertainers. This year the Ozark Jubilee 
presents the BRANSON Classic Country 
Christmas!! This dynamic show salutes the 
music of the great LEGENDS OF COUNTRY 
MUSIC in the first half of the show. The 
entire second half of our show is a total 
variety of Christmas music. From tradi-
tional standards you’ll remember such as 
Silent Night, White Christmas and many 

{ tri-state events }
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{ tri-state events }

Sesame Street Live  
Let’s Dance  
Tuesday, November 25, 6:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, Nov. 26, 3 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Five Flags Arena  
Rap, tap, clap and flap with furry, feath-
ered friends in Dubuque! Elmo’s got the 
moves. Have you got the moves? Families 
in Dubuque are invited to get up and get 
moving with Elmo, Abby Cadabby and 
everyone’s favorite Sesame Street friends 
in Sesame Street Live “Let’s Dance!”

Hosted by two live performers, Sesame 
Street Live “Let’s Dance!” offers an up-
close, interactive experience that includes 
dance parties. Elmo uses his imagination 
to ‘Do the Robot,’ Cookie teaches all ‘feets’ 
to dance, and Ernie shares the fun of dance 
with the Sesame Street favorite “Shake Your 
Head One Time.” Favorite friends join the 
audience on the floor – dancing with fans, 
not just for them. It’s Sesame Street Live like 
you’ve never experienced it before! 

Like television’s Sesame Street, each Sesame 

Street Live production features timeless 
tunes and lessons for all ages. The universal 
appeal of each Broadway-quality musical 
production continues long after preschool. 
Adults will appreciate the professional stag-
ing, cleverly written script, and music they’ll 
recognize and enjoy sharing with children.

In addition to VIP seating, the Sunny Seat 
package features a pre-show family photo 
opportunity and Meet & Greet with Elmo 
and another Sesame Street Live character. 
The photo session starts 90 minutes before 
show-time and lasts 20 minutes. Latecom-
ers may miss the family photo opportunity 
with Elmo. Bring your own camera and 
meeting location will be labeled at venue.

Ticket prices are as follows: Sunny Seats: 
$55, Golden Circle: $30, Reserved Seats: 
$25, $15. Tickets prices do not include facil-
ity feels. Tickets are available at the Five 
Flags Box Office, Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m., online at www.ticketmaster.com, at all 
Ticketmaster outlets, or by calling Ticket-
master at 1-800-745-3000.

Miracle on 34th Street  
November 21-23 & 28-30  
Grand Opera House  
The Grand Opera House presents the play 
Miracle on 34th Street, adapted by Moun-
tain Community Theater.  Kris Kringle, an 
old man in a retirement home, who gets 
a job working as Santa for Macy’s and 
unleashes waves of good will with Macy’s 
customers and the commercial world 
of New York City by referring parents to 
other stores to find exactly the toy their 
child has asked for. Seen as deluded and 
dangerous by Macy’s vocational coun-
selor who plots to have Kris shanghaied to 
Bellevue Psychiatric Hospital, Kris ends up 
in a court competency hearing. Especially 
at stake is one little girl’s belief in Santa. 
In a dramatic decision, the court confirms 

Kris as the true Santa, allowing Susan and 
countless other children to experience 
the joy of childhood fantasy.  The Santa 
Cruz Sentinel writes: “This is a  tale that 
we want to believe in, that creates a world 
we seem to desperately desire, free of the 
blatant commercialism that surrounds us, 
where love and decency and generosity 
of spirit are their own rewards. What we 
want Christmas to be all about, really.” 

The play is directed by Ryan Decker and 
features a talented local cast with cos-
tumes by Michelle Blanchard, properties 
by Lynda Mackie, and sets and lighting by 
Tracey Richardson.    

Tickets are $20 adult advanced, $22 day 
of show, and $12 Under 21.  Tickets can 
be purchased through the box office at 
135 W. 8th Street, Dubuque, or by calling 
563-588-1305, online at www.thegran-
doperahouse.com.  Performances are 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, Novem-
ber 21-23 and November 28-30.  Friday/
Saturday shows are at 7:30 PM; Sunday 
shows are at 2 PM.  

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be greeting 
patrons an hour before each performance, 
Free popcorn will be offered in exchange 
for donations of new, unwrapped toys to 
the Grand Opera House’s Toys for Tots bin.  

Performances and free parking are spon-
sored by McCoy Group, Mel’s Carpet Out-
let, Cottingham & Butler and Fuerste Eye 
Clinic.  For more information, go to www.
thegrandoperahouse.com or call the box 
office, 563-588-1305.
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more to some more contemporary Christ-
mas selections. We will share with you the 
TRUE meaning of Christmas with music, 
comedy and message to provide an eve-
ning of entertainment that will touch 
your heart. Tickets are $22 in advance 
and $25 at the door, Students $13/$15. 
Call 563-652-9815 or visit www.ohnward-
fineartscenter.com.

John Berry Christmas Concert 
Wednesday, December 3, 7 p.m.  
Grand Opera House  
John Berry performs up-tempo and beau-
tiful secular tunes and arrangements of 
Christ-centered Christmas music that will 
leave the audience breathless. Tickets 
are $35 for premium mail floor seats, $30 
for main floor seats, and $25 for balcony 
seats. For tickets or more information, call 

(563) 588-1305 or visit www.thegrandop-
erahouse.com.

Cherish the Ladies  
Wednesday, December 3, 7 p.m.  
Brodbeck Concert Hall  
U.W. Platteville Center for the Arts  
Enjoy  the most successful and sought-
after Irish-American group in Celtic music. 
With their unique spectacular blend of 
virtuosi instrumental talents, beautiful 
vocals, captivating arrangements, and 
stunning step dancing, this powerhouse 
group combines all the facets of Irish 
traditional culture and puts it forth in an 
immensely humorous and entertaining 
package. Tickets are available online and 

through the University Box Office, Ullsvik 
Hall, University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 
For tickets or more information, visit 
www.uwplatt.edu/cfa.

Annual Christmas Tea  
Thursday-Friday, December 4-5  
Four Mounds, 4900 Peru Rd.  
With doors open at 11:30 a.m. and tea 
served at 12:00 p.m. at Four Mounds, the 
Women’s Fellowship of the Four Mounds 
Foundation rings in the holidays with a 
formal tea served with delicate handmade 
sweets and savories. The event encour-
ages friends and family to come together 
to enjoy the season at the historic and pic-
turesque Four Mounds estate. Guests may 
tour the house, try their luck at a gift bas-
ket raffle, or visit the gift shop. Tea is $30 
per person. Space is limited and payment 
is required to hold a reservation. To RSVP, 
call (563) 557-7292, email chris@four-
mounds.org, or register online at www.
FourMoundsTea.eventbrite.com.

Prohibition Repeal Party  
Thursday, December 4, 7-11 p.m. 
Mississippi Moon Bar,  
Diamond Jo Casino  
Happy days are BEER again! Prohibition 
ends at last! On December 5th, 1933, Utah 
ratified the 21st Amendment, repealing 
Prohibition and restoring America’s right 
to imbibe! It’s time to head back to the 
Roaring 30’s, where the parties were big-
ger, the morals were looser and the liquor 
was cheaper! 

Swing to some live music from the Eddie 
Picard Swing Band, playing their own lush 
and loopy brand of prohibition pop and 
retro-originals, while you enjoy libations 
form a special Prohibition Era Cocktail Menu! 

But that’s not all…Flappers hike up that 
hemline, fellas flaunt that fedora! Flapper 
and dapper gentlemen attire encouraged 
with prizes awarded for the best dressed, 
and who doesn’t love prizes!! Best of all, 
there’s no no cover charge!

{ tri-state events }

http://www.dupaco.com
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Wondrous Night:   
Christmas at Heritage Center 
Friday, December 5, 7:30 p.m.  
Univ. of Dubuque Heritage Center 
At 7:30 p.m. at the Heritage Center, Uni-
versity of Dubuque, Dubuque, this new 
UD tradition promises once again to 
bring renewed spiritual meaning to your 
Christmas season. UD’s Fine and Perform-
ing Arts Department celebrates the birth 
of Christ though a dynamic concert pre-
sentation featuring the Concert Choir, 
Chamber Singers, Wind Ensemble, and 
more. The heavenly acoustics of John 
and Alice Butler Hall provide the perfect 
backdrop for this festive and celebra-
tory occasion. All seating reserved. Tick-
ets are available at the Heritage Center 
Farber Box Office. For more information, 
visit www.dbq.edu/fineperformingarts/
heritagecenter.

PLAYATHON 
Friday, December 5  
Roshek Building Lobby  
From 3:30-8:30 p.m. at the Roshek Build-
ing, 700 Locust St., Dubuque, Northeast 
Iowa School of Music (NISOM) presents 
their annual recital and fundraiser at “A 
Roshek Holiday.” The public is invited to 
join. NISOM students will be perform-
ing and providing entertainment for the 
holiday crowd. The recital is free, but 
donations will be accepted. Students will 
collect sponsorships prior to the recital 
and earn prizes donated by local busi-
nesses. If you have a business that would 
be willing to be a Playathon sponsor or 
donate prizes, please contact NISOM at 
(563) 690-0151. For more information, 
visit www.nisom.com.

Fair Trade Christmas  
Nov. 29 & Dec. 6, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2155 University Ave.  
Find unique fair trade gifts for the whole 
family. Open to the Public.

David Church  
Saturday, December 6, 2 p.m.  
Grand Opera House, 135 W. 8th St. 
David Church brings back the great clas-
sic Christmas carols and gospel with 
songs like “Santa Looks a Lot Like Daddy,” 

“O Holy Night,” “Silver Bells,” and coun-
try songs their fans love. Tickets are $25. 
For tickets or more information, call (563) 
588-1305 or visit www.thegrandopera-
house.com.

Holiday Train  
Hawthorne St. Crossing / Rhomberg 
Friday, December 5, 8:30 p.m.  
The Canadian Pacific Railway’s Holiday 
Train will be coming to Dubuque again 
this year on Friday, December 5th at 
8:30 p.m. at the Hawthorne Street Rail-
way crossing near the end of Rhomberg 
Avenue. This year’s entertainer will be 
Kira Isabella. The event will be free, but 
donations for our local food pantry are 
requested.

The Legendary Drifters   
Saturday, December 6, 7 p.m.  
Mystique Casino  
The Legendary Drifters featuring Jerry 
Hendrix will be performing with Tony 
Whitehead, lead singer from the Stylistics. 

{ tri-state events }
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Hear favorites such as “Under the Board-
walk” and “Save the Last Dance for Me”. 
Dubuque’s own Gregory James will be 
performing with the group. Enjoy an eve-
ning filled with Motown classics. Tickets 
are $20 for the show and $30 for dinner 
in Bon Appetit and the show. Visit www.
mystiquedbq.com for tickets!

Holly Ball  
Sunday, December 7, 5-9 p.m.  
Grand Ballroom, Dubuque County 
Fairgrounds, 14569 Old Highway Rd. 
Enjoy this annual holiday dance featur-
ing Hunter Fuerste and his American Vin-
tage Orchestra. Doors will open at 4:00 
p.m. Tickets are $27. For tickets or more 
information, call at (563) 588-1406 or visit 
www.dbqfair.com. For more information 
about Hunter Fuerste and his orchestra, 
visit www.hunterfuerste.com.

Ugly Sweater 5K Run/Walk  
Sunday, December 13, 11 a.m.  
U.D. Heritage Center  
University of Dubuque student organi-
zation Delta Phi Sigma will host an Ugly 
Sweater 5K Run/Walk on Sunday, Decem-
ber 13.  This non-timed event for fun 

and charity will benefit Dubuque’s local 
Toys for Tots Foundation.  Participants 
are invited to don the jingle bells, santa 
hats, and ugly sweaters, lace up their run-
ning shoes, and join the fun on a scenic 
Grandview Avenue route. Run, walk, or 
slide across the finish line, then join us 
in the beautiful University of Dubuque’s 
Heritage Center for refreshments and 
some festive tunes. Participants may 
register by emailing lmahun@dbq.edu, 
calling (608) 381-1092 or by going online 
to: www.runsignup.com/UglySweater-
5KDubuque. Participants must fill out 
a waiver (obtained at check-in) prior to 
beginning the race.  If you are under 18, 
this waiver must be signed by a parent 
or guardian in order to participate. Regis-
tration fee (until November 30th): $20.00 
per race participant; $2.50 Sign-up fee. 
Registration fee (starting December 1st). 
$25.00 per participant; $2.50 Sign-up fee. 
Additional monetary donations and/or 
new, unwrapped toys are encouraged.

Jingle Bell Hop   
by St. Mark’s Youth Enrichment   
Sunday, December 14, 1-4 p.m.   
Grand River Center  
The joint will simply be teeming with wired 
kids having a blast, dancing, bouncing in 
the giant inflatables, getting balloon ani-
mals made for them, painting their faces, 
picking up goodie bags, doing arts and 
crafts, enjoying cookies and hot chocolate 
and so much more. It’s some kind of con-
trolled chaos that really isn’t as chaotic as it 
sounds. It’s really quite fun to watch. These 
kids are having a blast and it’s all for a great 
cause. St Mark Youth Enrichment is grate-
ful to Prudential Financial for their sup-
port of this year’s Jingle Bell Hop, as well as 
other great business partners including the 
Dubuque Jaycees and who play a key role. 
365ink will be there to take your photos 
with the jolly fat man! There will also be raf-
fles of cool toys and a bike giveaway. Cost is 
$4 per person with advance ticket (please 
note, families only need one ticket, no need 
to have one for each individual). Otherwise, 
without the ticket the cost is $4 at the door. 
Proceeds support St. Mark’s. For more 
information call 563-582-6211 ext. 110.

{ tri-state events }



www.Dubuque365.com12 { november 20 - december 3, 2014 } 365ink Magazine   |   issue #226

{ five flags events }

Oak Ridge Boys  
Nov 29, 2014 (Sat) 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Arena  
Its two huge Oak Ridge Boys shows in one 
magical evening! The Oak Ridge Boys Hits 
PLUS Christmas Show! The Oak Ridge Boys 
kick off this huge show with over 40 years 
of award winning music. The hits are end-
less, but they will be packed in! Including 
“Elvira” and “Bobbie Sue” along with your 
other favorites! Then, after a short inter-
mission, the stage is transformed and it’s 
Christmas! The trees are decorated, the 
snow is falling and the Oak Ridge Boys treat 
you to Christmas favorites as only they can. 
From rollicking Santa songs to heartfelt 
standards, this show is a family favorite! 
Tickets are $51*, $41*, $31* and  $21* and all 
seats are reserved.

Jim McDounough’s  
Hoiday Grand 2014  
Dec 13, 2014 (Sat) 2:30 p.m.  
Dec 13, 2014 (Sat) 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Theater  
This spectacular holiday stage produc-
tion -- new for 2014 -- features Iowa’s 
own International known Artist, Jim 
McDonough at the concert grand piano, 
his 14-piece orchestra, a cast of singers 
and dancers, elaborate sets, costumes 
and the true spirit of the season for two 
performances. Tickets are $44*, $39*, $34* 
and $28*. All seats are reserved. Group 
Rates over 10 available, call Five Flags Box 
Office 563-589-4258.

Mannheim Steamroller  
Dec 18, 2014 (Thu) 7:30 p.m.  
Five Flags Arena  
Start planning your Christmas Holiday! 
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the 
Christmas Tour and release of Mannheim 
Steamroller Christmas, an album that 
revolutionized the Holiday Season music 
category. It’s also the 40th Anniversary of 
Davis’ first album in his Fresh Aire series, 
which pioneered the New Age music cat-
egory. The show features classic Christmas 
hits from Mannheim Steamroller and mul-
timedia effects in an intimate setting. In 
addition to being a holiday tradition for 
many families, the Mannheim Steamroller 

Christmas Tour regularly attracts repeat 
attendance from multi-generational 
guests and is one of the longest running 
tours in the music industry. Mannheim 
Steamroller has sold more than 40 mil-
lion albums, 28 million in the Christmas 
genre. With a total of twelve holiday CDs, 
an average of eight Mannheim Steam-
roller Christmas albums occupy Bill-
board’s Top Seasonal Chart every year.  
Tickets are $75*, $55* and $45*. All seats 
are reserved.

DBQ Symphony Orchestra  
Holiday Celebration  
Dec 6, 2014 (Sat) 7:30 p.m.  
Dec 7, 2014 (Sun) 2:00 p.m.  
Five Flags Theater  
Celebrate the holidays with the Dubuque 
Symphony Orchestra! We welcome the 
Dubuque Chorale, members of the Heart-
land Ballet and vocalist Wayne Tigges as 
our special guests for this enchanting 
Christmas concert. The combination of 
familiar favorites, festive new music and 
the cheerfully decorated theater will leave 
you in the spirit of the season. Join us and 
create loving memories with your family 
and friends that will last a lifetime. Tickets 
range from $14 ro $75.
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Dubuque Symphony Orchestra  
Christmas With the Symphony  
December 6-7  
Five Flags Theater  
The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra presents stunning musical 
arrangements of cherished Christmas carols and songs of the 
season at its annual Holiday Celebration Concerts. The DSO 
welcomes the Dubuque Chorale, members of the Dubuque 
City Youth Ballet, and vocalist Wayne Tigges as our special 
guests for this enchanting Christmas concert. The Holiday Fam-
ily concert is on Saturday, December 6 at 1pm, and the Holiday 
Celebration concerts are Saturday, December 6 at 7:30pm and 
Sunday, December 7 at 2:00pm at the Five Flags Theater.

The Holiday Family Concert is a special concert  featuring a 
shorter program of lively holiday music, sing-alongs, guest 
appearances by the Dubuque City Youth Ballet, vocalist 
Wayne Tigges, the Dubuque Chorale Children’s Choir, and, 

of course, a visit from our favorite jolly old elf—Santa! The 
concert is approximately one hour with no intermission. 
Children are invited to get their picture taken with Santa for 
free in the Five Flags Theater lobby after the family concert. 
The DSO will have a staff member taking photos, or you are 
more than welcome to bring your own camera.

For the full-length Holiday Celebration concert, we wel-
come the Dubuque Chorale in addition to members of 
the Dubuque City Youth Ballet and vocalist Wayne Tigges. 
Concert goers will enjoy traditional pieces such as Leroy 
Anderson’s “Christmas Festival Overture” selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, and Handel’s Hallelujah Cho-
rus. The combination of familiar favorites, festive new music 
and the cheerfully decorated theater will leave you in the 
spirit of the season. 

Our featured guest artist, 
Wayne Tigges, is lauded by 
the Chicago Sun-Times for his 
“rich, dark tone and beautiful 
legato,” and has performed 
with opera companies across 
the US including the New York 
City Opera, San Diego Opera, 
Arizona Opera, Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, Los Angeles Opera 
and Metropolitan Opera. 
Tigges also maintains a busy 
concert schedule. He recently 

sang with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Knox Chamber Orchestra, Cleveland Orchestra, 
Tulsa Oratorio Chorus and Arizona Music Festival. Tigges is 
originally from Dubuque, Iowa.

Tickets to the Family Concert are $11 for children 12 and 
under, $21 for adults and $31 for box seats. Tickets to the full-
length Holiday Celebration Concerts range from $15 - $76. 
Tickets can be purchased in advance at the Five Flags Center 
box office, your local Ticketmaster retail outlet or online at 
www.DubuqueSymphony.org. 

Tickets are also available one hour before each concert at 
the ticket counter in the Five Flags Theater lobby. Student 
rush tickets will be available for the Celebration Concerts 
only. Cost is $6 and a student I.D. is required.

The Holiday concerts are sponsored by Medical Associates 
Clinic and Health Plans. For more information, visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.DubuqueSymphony.org” www.Dubuque-
Symphony.org or call the symphony office at (563) 557-1677.

{ dubuque symphony holiday pops }
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Roshek Celebrates the Holidays  
Holiday Decoration Silent Auction  
Friday, November 21 – Friday, December 5 

While Dubuque no longer has a big downtown depart-
ment store decorated inside and out for the holidays 
with those traditional window displays celebrating the 
coming of Christmas with a sparkly winter wonderland 
of toys and other gifts, it does have the Roshek Building, 
which once served that purpose.  For those old enough to 
remember, Roshek’s Department Store, decked out with 
Christmas trees and other holiday decorations still exists 
as fond memories of a more innocent time.  

In that spirit, the Roshek Building and managing organi-
zation Dubuque Initiatives invites everyone to visit the 
Roshek Building Lobby over the coming holidays to per-
haps capture a little of that holiday magic and experience 
a bit of the rich history and holiday tradition stretching 

back to the building’s cherished past.  Over the next few 
weeks, the Roshek Building Lobby will be host to a series 
of holiday-themed events, with just enough sparkle to 
get just about any ol’ Scrooge into the spirit of the season.  

Starting November 21 with an Opening Night, which 
includes a traditional reading of “Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus,” a musical performance by the Americana 
Band, and the opening of silent auction bidding, events 
stretch through December with features like musical per-
formances by NISOM and the Jefferson Middle School 
Full Orchestra, dance performances by Extreme Dance 
Studio, Dubuque Dance Studio, the Cascade All Stars, and 
other high school dance teams, a Children’s Tea Party, 
and a number of appearances by Santa Claus, himself!  

The events wrap up Saturday, December 20 with a Cre-
ative Expression Workshop from 11:00 to 11:30 a.m. and a 
final appearance by Santa Clause from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  (See the accompanying calendar of events for dates, 
times and details.)  

Along with the events, the Roshek Building Lobby will 
also host a special Nonprofit Holiday Decoration Silent 
Auction.  The holiday-themed fundraiser will benefit a 

variety of participating nonprofit organizations.  Each 
nonprofit has created a unique holiday decoration – a 
Christmas tree, wreath, centerpiece or other decorative 
item, which will be on display beginning Friday, Novem-
ber 21 through Friday, December 5, the night of Roshek 
Building Nonprofit Night.  (More about that in a bit.)  

Being a silent auction, the holiday decorations are all up 
for bidding, during that display time and through the 
December 5 event.  A fun way to embrace the spirit of the 
holidays and exercise a little creativity, the display and 
auction are also a great opportunity for nonprofit orga-
nizations to gain exposure in the broader community at 
a time of year many people are looking for ways to give 
back or pay it forward. 

People can visit the Roshek Building Lobby to see the 
holiday displays or bid on items at any time during the 
regular hours the building is open (generally, 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through Thursday; 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday; 
8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday; and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sunday).  

On the evening of Friday, December 5, the silent auction 
will come to an end at Roshek Building Nonprofit Night, 
an event from 4-7 p.m. in the Roshek Building Lobby.  
Featuring a recital performance by the Northeast Iowa 
School of Music and an appearance by Santa Claus, Non-
profit Night will also provide visitors an opportunity to 
meet representatives of those nonprofits participating in 
the silent auction.  Bidding in the auction will finally come 
to a close at 6 p.m., with the winners to be announced at 
about 6:30 p.m. 

Don’t miss your opportunity to experience some of 
the magic of the holiday season at the historic Roshek 
Building.

{ roshek celebrates the holidays }
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{ hotel julien: 12 days of christmas }

In old school holiday tradition, the Hotel 
Julien Dubuque is celebrating Twelve 
Days of Chrismas with special events and 
great offers all season long. Check out 
the details on the many festive offerings 
coming your way from the landmark 
downtown dubuque hotspot!

Day One: (DEC1)  
Cyber Monday 
This is a gift certificate sale - buy $100 
Hotel Julien Dubuque certificates, get 
$25 bonus certificate. Buy $100 Potosa 
Spa certificates, get $15 bonus. Buy 
$50 Caroline’s Restaurant certificates, 
get $10 bonus. *must be purchased 
on-line December 1, 2014 by 11:59 CST, 
Visit www.hoteljuliendubuque.com/
cybermonday.

Day Two (DEC 3)  
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Enjoy Hotel Julien’s live tree-lighting cer-
emony with treats, music, and a visit from 
Santa Claus. Santa Bruce and Loras Col-
lege Chamber Choir will be performing.

Day Three (DEC 5)  
Christmas Tea and Cupcakes  
Held in the Atrium and featuring cup-
cakes and specialty teas, take a break 
from Christmas shopping and cozy up!

Day Four: (DEC 7)  
Breakfast with Santa 
Great fun for the kids!  Enjoy a breakfast 
buffet, crafts, music, and of course, Santa 
& his sleigh… and kids eat free with toy 
donation to Toys for Tots! Yeah!

Day Five: (DEC 8) 
Sweet Treats in Caroline’s 
Complimentary dessert with any entree 
during lunch or dinner. Sink your holiday 
teeth into that one!

Day Six: (DEC 12) 
Ugly Sweater Party, Riverboat Lounge 
Dubuque’s premier “Ugly Sweater” party 
with prizes for the ugliest sweater. Get 
your ugly on!

Day Seven: (DEC 13) 
Traditional Cornish Hen Dinner 
Yeah, that image in your head. That’s 
what’s for dinner at Caroline’s tonight! 
You’llwant to skip lunch and save space!

Day Eight: (DEC 14)  
Biggest Little Christmas Party 
Wow! This is one special night of din-
ing, dancing and fun. All of the details 
are in the lovely ad to the right. Read it 
over and see what we’re talking about. 
They’ve pulled out all the stop for one 
incredible yuletide event!

Day Nine: (DEC 18) 
You Relax/We Wrap  
Hotel Julien Dubuque’s sales team wraps 
all your treasures, while therapists from 
Potosa Spa soothe you with a comfort-
ing massage. $1 per package/donated to 
Toys for Tots. Yeah again! Let them do all 
the work, for a great cause!

Day Ten: (DEC 18) 
Jazz it Up Holiday Style 
in the Riverboat Lounge 
Great jazz Christmas Music is on the 
listening menu in Riverboat Lounge.

Day Eleven: (DEC 19) 
Mistletone’s present Snowbiz 
The Grinch-defying cool yule event fea-
tures many of your favorite holiday tunes 
with incredible vocals, and a live jazz 
orchestra, all featuring some very recog-
nizable faces from the Dubuque music 
community. The event is staged dinner-
theatre style in the Grande Ballroom. 
Yes, we said food, and free glass of wine. 
Matinee is $45, Dinner is $55. Get a room 
and make a night of it! Call 563-599-7775! 
See more details in the ad on page 10!

Day Twelve: (DEC 21) 
Classic Christmas Movie Night 
Favorite Christmas Classics played on the 
big screen in the Grande Ballroom - pop-
corn, candy, movies & fun - FREE!
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It has been a year since DAAC opened 
its doors, organizing and offering artistic 
programming to our community. They 
have served over 200 youth and devel-
oping artists through our exhibits, art 
workshops/classes, and their biannual 
arts magazine and quarterly literary zine. 
In order to continue to grow, they need 
your support! 

All profits are shared between the art-
ists and DAAC, to help facilitate their full 
schedule of classes, workshops, and exhib-
its. Since they are an all-volunteer non 
profit organization, your donation will go 
directly toward programming expenses.

DAAC’s mission is to facilitate young art-
ists’ creative development by providing 
instructive, performance, and leader-
ship opportunities in preparation for 
careers in the arts industry. 2015 prom-
ises to be full of new projects, tutoring, 
classes, events, and exhibits, all offering 
opportunities for both upcoming and 

established art-
ists. They are 
hoping to offer 
art workshops, 
open to all and 
free of charge for 
high school and 
college students, 
as well as themed 
exhibits and 
multi-arts events featuring dance, spo-
ken word, live music and theater. They 
also plan to continue publishing Grain, a 
biannual arts magazine, and Ruix Zine, a 
quarterly literary journal.

For artists interested in selling work, 
DAAC will accept all types of art, both 
2D and 3D, prints, jewelry, CDs, art sup-
plies (used and new), frames.. etc. Gal-
lery suggests a 50% donation (or more) 
of all sales to DAAC. Work must be priced 
to sell! To participate, email salondbq@
gmail.com by December 1st. Drop off 
will be December 3 and 4 from 4:30pm 

to 7pm at 902 Main street. 

If you want to become a DAAC supporter, 
you may donate artwork or crafts, used/
new art supplies and framing materials, 
CDs/t-shirts of your own music, jewelry, 
and more for the art sale. They are also 
accepting art, office, and cleaning sup-
plies and equipment for the gallery such 
as paper towels, plastic cups and plates, 
folding tables, paper, acrylic paints, 
brushes, benches, art equipment, etc. If 
you have something you would like to 
donate, but are unsure if they need it, 
email salondbq@gmail.com. Drop your 

donation off is also December 3 and 4 
from 4:30pm to 7pm at 902 Main street. 

If you want to become a DAAC official 
sponsor through monetary donations, 
gift cards or supplies, contact salondbq@
gmail.com. Your company logo will be 
included in future print, web and social 
media advertising, as well as at the gal-
lery and in their publications. You can 
also sponsor a wall in the art gallery with 
your business name displayed on it. 

For more on everything, visit www.
DAartscollective.com.

Dubuque Area Arts Collective Art Sale 
December 6 & 7, Noon 0 6 p.m.  
Live Music by Kristina Castaneda  
and Shawn Healy: Saturday, Dec 6. 
902 Main Street 

{ dubuque area arts collective }
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30th Annual Galena   
Nouveau Wine Weekend  
Friday, Nov. 21- Saturday, Nov. 22  
Preview at Galena Cellars   
Winery & Tasting Room, Geneva, IL 
477 S. 3rd St., Historic Dodson Place 
Thursday, November 20

Celebrate the new vintage with wine-
inspired lunches, dinners and tastings in 
Galena, Illinois November 21-22! 

The 30th Annual Galena Nouveau Week-
end starts at noon on Friday with the 
official release of the wine. Many area res-
taurants offer traditional French peasant 
stew made with Nouveau wine. At 2:30 
pm, Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery 
delivers their Nouveau wine via horse-
drawn wagon delivery to downtown 
businesses and are joined by a parade of 
revelers. Galena comes alive with a mul-
titude of offerings: vineyard tours, wine 
dinners, wine tasting, lodging, shopping 
and spa specials throughout the beautiful, 
relaxing corner of northwestern Illinois.

“Le Beaujolais nouveau est arrivé!” Simply 
translated, “Wine lovers: get ready, get 
set, go!” The third Thursday of Novem-
ber marks the annual release of Beau-
jolais Nouveau and the opportunity to 
be among the first to sample the new, 
shortly fermented wine, previewing the 
current year’s fall harvest

In France, this tradition began well over 

a century ago. In Galena, Illinois, it kicked 
off at the hands of Galena Cellars Vine-
yard & Winery in 1985. Today, it’s grown 
to be a full-blown community celebration 
inviting epicureans of all levels to enjoy all 
things wine.

The weekend officially kicks off at noon 
on Friday, November 21 as the Nouveau 
is officially released with a toast. Many 
area restaurants celebrate by offering tra-
ditional French stew and wine-inspired 
lunches.  At 2:30 pm, the familiar “clip clop” 
of horse hooves will be heard throughout 
Galena’s downtown. On board the horse-
drawn wagons sporting revelers is a cel-
ebrated guest that will have the entire 
town in merriment all weekend—Galena 
Cellars’ 2014 Nouveau wine. The specially 
commissioned Nouveau wine label and 
collector’s poster by artist Beth Bird will 
also be unveiled.

Local restaurants continue the celebra-
tion with live music, wine tasting, dinner 
specials and receptions. Throughout the 
weekend, wine lovers can also enjoy vine-
yard tours (Galena boasts three area vine-
yards), winemaker dinners, wine-inspired 
pampering such as spa and shopping 
specials and lodging packages.

Raise your glass, and let the adventure 
begin!

For information on Galena and the sur-
rounding area, please go to VisitGalena.
org or Galena.org. Nouveau Weekend 
happenings continually updated at www.
nouveauweekend.com.

{ galena nouveau wine festival }
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http://www.uncleikes.com
http://www.sandyhooktavern.com
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Tony ROMA’S LIVE@5! 
Wednesdays, 5 -9 p.m.  
Tony Roma’s, Grand Harbor Resort 
 
Wednesdays from 5 – 9 p.m., Tony Roma’s 
will feature multiple performers including 
veterans and great new voices. as well as a 
Hub Monkey sign up to win great weekly 
prizes and grand prizes.

The music will be hosted by Ralph Kluse-
man. He will bring to the stage the per-
formers of the Tri-State area, both veterans 
and those who are the emerging new 
voices on the music scene.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26  
The day before Thanksgiving will be a 
big night for entertainment. Musicians/
performers participating will be: Ken 
Kline, 7 Bridges Road featuring Lisa White 
and Bruce Palmer, Ben Dunegan, Statue 
of Liberty featuring Bobby Bradford & 
Marywood Kate, Broom Street Drifters 
featuring Gretchen & Dean Mattoon. Also 
perfoming will be Kristina Castaneda & 
Shawn Healy,  Ralph Kluseman.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3  
This night will be fun with great per-
fomers! Denny Troy, Brian Marceau, Adam 
Beck are scheduled to entertain plus some 
great new talent to be announced soon.

“We feel that this event coupled with our 
great food and drink specials and our part-
nership with Hub Monkey City Guides+ 
mobile app, will create a lot of excite-
ment”, explained Sue Moran from the 
Grand Habor.

Hub Monkey City Guides+ mobile app 
is the new Dubuque Community Mobile 
App and is available for download free 
on both the Google Play and Apple App 
Stores. Designed and built by Design 
Mill, Inc. of Dubuque, this mobile app 
provides users the latest deals, events, 
tickets, tours and business listings of 
Dubuque, Iowa and Galena, Illinois.

TONY ROMA’S LIVE@5! is sponsored by 
Hub Monkey City Guides+, Tony Roma’s, 
Grand Harbor Resort & Water Park, 365ink  
Magazine and 7G Distributing and Welu 
Printing Company.

http://www.sandyhooktavern.com
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Now Showing @ MINDFRAME  
Friday, November 7 - Thursday, November 13
Horrible Bosses 2 (R) 
Wed: (12), (2:35), (5), 7:40, 10, Thu: (5), 7:40, 10
Penguins of Madagascar (PG) 
Wed: (11:20 AM), (1:40), (4:15), 6:50, 9:05
Thu: (4:15), 6:50, 9:05
Interstellar (PG-13) 
Fri - Wed: (12:30), (4:00), 7:35, Thu: (4:00), 7:35 

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, (PG-13) 
Fri - Tue: (11:20 AM), (12:45), (2:00), (3:40), (4:35), 
7:10, 7:45, 9:50, Wed: (11:20 AM), (2:00), (4:35), 7:10, 
9:50, Thu: 4:35, 7:10, 9:50
Dumb and Dumber To (PG-13) 
Fri - Wed: (11:45 AM), (2:20), (4:45), 7:25, 9:50
Thu: (4:45), 7:25, 9:50
Big Hero 6 (PG) 
Fri - Wed: (11:00 AM), (1:20), (3:40), 7:00, 9:20
Thu: (3:40), 7:00, 9:20
The Skeleton Twins (R) 
Fri - Tue: (12:10), (2:30), (4:50), 7:20, 9:25

{ movies }
555 JFK Road, Behind Kennedy Mall
www.mindframetheaters.com  
Movie Hotline: 563-582-4971

MOVIE BUZZ
Carmen Electra is back and taking off 
her clothes again for the aptly-titled Lap 
Dance. The film sees Electra as a strip-
mentor to Monica. Thanks to the strip-
boss, Monica soon gets seduced into 
the world of lap dancing, leaving her old 
life and would-be screenwriter husband 
behind.

Female roles: like the translucent red 
square piece you need to complete your 
rad spaceship, they are some of the 
hardest-to-find Lego parts.Lego Movie 
directors Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller promise we’ll be seeing a better 
representation of women in the Lego 
universe.

Remember that rumor that the Fast/
Furious franchise would next be wrapping 
things up in a two-part finale? Never mind 
that. When you are in the ground, Vin 
Diesel will be driving over your grave, and 
his car will still be totally sweet.

Following brief stints as a zookeeper 
and a public school teacher, Kevin James 
returns to his job in low-stakes security 
for Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2, the sequel 
that sees our generation’s chunky John 
McClane this time trying to stop a heist in 
a Las Vegas casino.

The Cobbler transports us to a world 
where actual magic can happen. Adam 
Sandler stars as Max Simkin, a simple shoe 
repairman whose life isn’t the dream he 
assumed he’d have. Soon he finds that if 
he wears the shoes he’s repaired on his 
father’s old sewing machine, he physically 
transforms into the shoes’ owner.

Disney•Pixar is snatching its dolls back to 
make another movie. Details are sparse, 
but the announcement reportedly came 
from Walt Disney Co. chief Bob Iger that 
Toy Story 4 will join Cars 2, Monsters 
University, and the upcoming Finding Dory 
among the once-infallible brand’s wildly 
unnecessary follow-ups.

Hunger Games: Mocking Jay   
(NOV 21) (PG-13)
Will the third installment in the series 
finally see Catness putting the final 
whoopass on District 1 and ending the 
Hunger Games forever? Probably!

Horrible Boses 2   
(NOV 26)(R)
After a shady investor steals their new 
company, Nick (Jason Bateman), Dale 
(Charlie Day) and Kurt (Jason Sudeikis) 
conspire to kidnap the man’s adult son 
and ransom him to regain control.

Penguins of Madagascar  
(NOV 26)(PG) 
Super spy teams aren’t born…they’re 
hatched. Skipper, Kowalski, Rico and 

Private now must join forces with the 
North Wind to stop the cunning villain Dr. 
Octavius Brine from taking over the world.

The Imitation Game   
(NOV 28) (PG-13)
Alan Turing, the genius British computer 
scientist, led the charge to crack the 
German Enigma Code that helped the 
Allies win WWII. After the war, however, 
he was prosecuted by the UK government 
in 1952 for homosexual acts.

Dying of the Light   
(DEC 5) (R)
Nicholas Cage plays an ailing veteran CIA 
agent who is hellbent on taking down a 
terrorist who has evaded him for years. A 
Cage movie that might not suck.

coming to theaters :

http://www.mindframetheaters.com
http://www.mindframetheaters.com
http://www.plattevillemovies.com
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{ potosi brewfest } i better just have one... at a time.
a festivus for the rest of us, almost one for each of us.

 

The Voice’s Kat Perkins
Friday, November 21, 8 p.m.  
Top 5 finisher on season six of TV’s “The 
Voice,” Kat Perkins is bringing her strong 
vocals to a performance at the Mississippi 
Moon Bar.  Group Therapy opens!

Steve Moris
Saturday, November 22, 7 p.m.
Comedian Steve Moris has performed on 

hundreds of the largest stages and venues, 
with more music and comedy superstars than 
perhaps any comedian in America today.  
Moris was featured for creating one of the top 
50 funniest lines ever in Reader’s Digest. 
 
IV Pauli  
Saturday, November 22, 10 p.m.
 
Jack Willhite  
Wednesday, November 26, 8 p.m.

Michaelangelo Batio:  
Tribute to Guitar Rock  
Friday, November 28, 8 p.m.
The shredder from the 80’s glam band Nitro 
still has all the killer chops! No Cover!

The Spazmatics  
Saturday, November 29, 8 p.m.

Don Chopin Comedy  
Wednesday, December 3, 8 p.m.

One: Metallica Tribute  
Friday, December 5, 8 p.m.
These guys are tight and dead-on!

Big Bad   
Voodoo Daddy
Wild & Swingin’  Holidy Party
December 6, 8 p.m.
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy captures the essence 
of a rowdy celebration of musicianship, 
mischief, genius, street smarts, and fun. 
BBVD’s irresistible live show and aggressive, 
musically perceptive approach has proven 
them over time to be the singular standout 
among the numerous bands that launched 
the Nineties swing revival.

Benefit for Refugee Children  
Tuesday, December 9, 7 p.m.

50’s & 60’s Sock Hop  
Thursday, December 11, 7 p.m.

Curtis Grimes  
Friday, December 12, 8 p.m.

Gabriel Rutledge  
Wednesday, December 17, 8 p.m.

Dueling Pianos  
Thursday, December 18, 8 p.m.

Hairball 
December 19, 8 p.m.

Lee Greenwood’s Christmas
Saturday, December 20, 4 PM & 7 PM
Lee Greenwood is an icon in country music, 
with more than thirty albums to his credit, 
seven #1 songs and 25 charted singles.  His hits 
include “I Don’t Mind the Thorns if you’re the 
Rose,” “Dixie Road,” “Somebody’s Gonna Love 
You,” “Mornin’ Ride,” and “Going, Going, Gone.”  
His biggest hit “God Bless the USA,” which 
went far beyond what Greenwood expected, 
rose to the top five on the country singles 
charts three times, giving it the distinction of 
being the only song in any genre of music to 
achieve that feat.  It was also #1 on the pop 
charts after September 11, 2001.

Aaron Lewis - Staind Frontman
February 12, 2015 

Visit www.diamondjodubuque.com for  
details on upcomign shows and tickets too!

All shows at the Mississippi Moon Bar are 21+ only and tickets for all performances are available  
at the Diamond Club inside the Diamond Jo Casino or online at www.DiamondJo.com.

 LAUGHING MOON COMEDY - WEDNESDAYS!      DUELING PIANOS - THURSDAYS!     CLUB 84 - MONTHLY!

Prohibition Repeal Party
Thursday, December 4, 7-11 p.m.
Happy days are BEER again! Prohibition ends 
at last! On December 5th, 1933, Utah ratified 
the 21st Amendment, repealing Prohibition 
and restoring America’s right to imbibe! It’s 
time to head back to the Roaring 30’s, where 
the parties were bigger, the morals were 
looser and the liquor was cheaper! Swing 
to some live music from the Eddie Picard 

Swing Band, playing their own lush and 
loopy brand of prohibition pop and retro-
originals, while you enjoy libations form 
a special Prohibition Era Cocktail Menu! 
But that’s not all…Flappers hike up that 
hemline, fellas flaunt that fedora! Flapper 
and dapper gentlemen attire encouraged 
with prizes awarded for the best dressed, 
and who doesn’t love prizes!! Best of all, 
there’s no no cover charge!
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Thursday, November 20

The Harris Collection 
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Potter’s Mill, Bellevue, 6 PM 

Dueling Pianos 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Jazz Night with ‘Round  
Midnight Trio
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

Mentalist Jym Elders,  
Francis & The Diddlers
Eronel, 8 PM 

Statue of Liberty 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM

Jack Lion, Cranes/Vultures,  
The Glimmer Blinkken
Eronel, 10 PM 

Friday, November 21

Johnnie Walker 
Galena Brewing Co., 3 PM 

Lojo Russo
Nouveau Kick-off Party
Grape Escape, 3 PM 

Mark Holmes
Jumpers, 6 PM 

Blue Willow 
Timmerman’s, 6:30 PM 

John Moran 
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 7 PM 

The Wundos 
Dubuque Driving Range, 7 PM

Takin’ The Fifth
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Melanie Devaney
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Kat Perkins of The Voice 
With Group Therapy 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Boys Night Out, Spirits, 8 PM 

Steve Grismore Jazz Trio 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl
Woodlands Lounge,  
Eagle Ridge, 8 PM 

Eric Pettit Lion, Crystal City 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Stevie J
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Midnight River Choir,  
with Ruby Blonde
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Saturday, November 22

Andrew Houy
Grape Escape, 2 PM 

Fever River String Band
Toys For Tots Shifter Party
Fife’s, 7 PM 

Meghan Davis 
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 
7 PM 

Hot Mess, Heartbeat 
Toys For Tots Jam
Airline Inn, 7 PM 

Karl Green (Herman’s Hermits), 
Multiple Cat
Codfish Hollow Basement, 7 PM 

The Matriarchs 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Melanie Devaney
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Steve Moris, 8 PM
I.V. Pauli, 10 PM 
Mississippi Moon Bar

Denny Diamond: Neil Diamond 
Tribute, 7 & 9 PM
Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker, 8 
PM, Mystique Casino 

Crossroads 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM

CC Rider 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Jordan Danielsen 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl
Woodlands Lounge,  
Eagle Ridge, 8 PM 

Midnight Ghost Train,  
Snuff Queen 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Massey Road 
Spirits, 9 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM 

Jabberbox
Jimi B’s, 9 PM 

Statue of Liberty
County Line, Zwingle, 9:30 PM 

Sunday, November 23

Open Mic with Scott Rische
Grape Escape, 12 PM 

Open Mic with Lenny Wayne 
The Cornerstone, 2:30 PM 

Johnnie Walker
Stone Cliff Wine and 
 Beer Bar, 4 PM 

Round Midnight
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Potter’s Mill, Bellevue, 5 PM 

Eugene Smiles Project 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 6 PM 

Tuesday, November 25

Marques Morel
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Twist This Comedy Night:
Francis & The Diddlers, 7 PM 
Mister Whiskerz, 9 PM 
The Cornerstone  

Wed., November 26

Laura & The Longhairs
Northside Bar, 3 PM 

Live@5
Hosted by Ralph Kluseman
7 Bridges Road,  
Statue of Liberty 
Tony Roma’s, 5 PM 

Johnnie Walker
Asbury Eagles Club, 6 PM 

Buzz Berries
Walhert Class of ’74  
40th Reunion 
Courtside, 7 PM 

Nate Jenkins, River Glen
The Cornerstone, 7:30 PM 

Jack Willhite 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

The Mighty Wheelhouse 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Ten Gallon Hat 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Confluence, DJ Situps 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits
Lot 1, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken 
Spirits, 9 PM 

DJ Double J 
Riverboat Lounge, 9 PM

Renegade
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Becky McMahon
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Crystal Leather 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM 

Garrett Hillary
Night Owl Saloon,  
Shullsburg, 9 PM 

BackRoads
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM 

Thanksgiving 
Thursday, November 27

Thanksgiving Potluck 
Grape Escape, 2 PM 

Andreas Transo
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Jazz Night with ‘Round Mid-
night Trio
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

Open Mic with Jeff & Jimmy 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Friday, November 28

Andy Wilberding
Timmerman’s, 7 PM 

Roy Schroedl
Perfect Pint, 7 PM 

Garrett Hillary 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Andreas Transo
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Michael Angelo Batio: Tribute to 
Guitar Rock 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Gregory James 
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Open Mic with Bre & Jeff
Fife’s, 8 PM 

Laura McDonald & Jeff Weydert
Spirits, 8 PM 

Johnnie Walker
Trackside, 8 PM 

The Jimmys
Jackson County Toys For Tots 
fundraiser
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Potter’s Mill, Bellevue, 8 PM 

The Lonely Goats
Black Friday Party 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Denny Garcia 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM 

Matt McPherson
Keil’s Tavern, 8:30 PM 

Black Berry Bushes Trio, Key City 
Riot, Chiron Breitbach 
Eronel, 9 PM 

David Zollo & The Body Electric 
CD Release Party 
The Lift, 9 PM 

Mississippi Band 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Brown Bottle Bandits
Dagwood’s, 9 PM 

Saturday, November 29

Gregory James 
Fife’s, 7 PM 

Roy Schroedl 
Stone Cliff Wine &  
Beer Bar, 7 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM 

Ten Gallon Hat 
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Andreas Transo
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Spazmatics 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

Skinny Money
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Potter’s Mill, Bellevue, 8 PM 

Chrissy Ross & Crossroad
Toys For Tots fundraiser
Timber Lanes, Maquoketa, 8 PM 

Dave Smolarek 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

The Matriarchs, Sam Wooden 
The Lift, 9 PM 

{ budweiser live music • november 20 - december 12 }

TRI-STATE LIVE MUSIC

http://www.budweiser.com
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Becky McMahon
Spirits, 9 PM 

Buzz Berries
Knickers, 9 PM 

Sound Daze 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Two Mile Crew
Dubuque Driving Range, 9 PM

Zero 2 Sixty
Eichman’s, 9 PM 

Tony Walker
Webbers, Epworth, 9 PM 

Ignighter
Jimi B’s, 9 PM 

Crude But Effective
Embe Eatery, 9 PM 

Six Shots ‘til Midnight
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Sunday, November 30

Open Mic with Scott Rische
Grape Escape, 12 PM 

7 Bridges Road
PromiseLand Winery, 2 PM 

Open Mic with Statue of Liberty 
The Cornerstone, 2:30 PM 

Becky McMahon
Stone Cliff Wine and Beer Bar, 
3 PM 

Wednesday, December 3

Live@5
Hosted by Ralph Kluseman
Tony Roma’s, 5 PM 

Acoustic Jam
The Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

7 Bridges Road 
Riverboat Lounge, 7 PM

Cherish the Ladies
UW-Platteville CFA, 7 PM 

Laughing Moon Comedy
Dan Chopin
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Open Mic with Dave,  
Cricket, & Tim
The Lift, 9 PM 

Today Is The Day, Dutch Masters, 
In The Mouth Of Radness 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Thursday, December 4

The Harris Collection
Flatted Fifth Blues & BBQ
Potter’s Mill, Bellevue, 6 PM 

Eddie Picard Swing Band
Prohibition Repeal Party
Mississippi Moon Bar, 7 PM  

Jazz Night with  
‘Round Midnight Trio
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

Blackberry Bushes
Toys For Tots Winter  
Concert Tour
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Friday, December 5

Open Mic with Becky McMahon
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 7 PM 

Dirty Laundry 
Dubuque Driving Range, 7 PM

Corey Jenny
Perfect Pint, 7 PM 

Broken Rubber Band
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Katie Sullivan 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

One: Metallica Tribute 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Kevin Beck & Johnnie Walker
Mystique Casino, 8 PM 

Jason Ray Brown 
Spirits, 8 PM 

Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo
Jumpers, 8 PM 

Andrew Houy 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl
Woodlands Lounge, Eagle 
Ridge, 8 PM 

Sleep Study 
Eronel, 9 PM 

Joe & Vicki Price
The Lift, 9 PM 

Menace
Toys For Tots Winter  
Concert Tour
Budweiser Guitar Raffle
Hammerheads, 9 PM 

Motoboat 
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Jason Karl &  
The Whole Damn Band 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

{ budweiser live music • november 20 - december 12 }

Saturday, December 6

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Holiday Family Concert
Five Flags Theater, 1 PM

Dirty Water Boys 
Grape Escape, 2 PM

Megan Davis 
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 7 PM 

The Legenday Drifters
Mystique Casino, 7 PM 

Denny Garcia
Cat’s Meow, East Dubuque, 7 PM 

Country Tradition
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM 

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Christmas Concert
Five Flags Theater, 7:30 PM

The Old ‘57s
Galena Brewing Co., 7:30 PM 

Katie Sullivan 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

Gladdy & The Tramps 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM

Aaron Williams & The Hoodoo 
Grape Escape, 8 PM 

Roy Schroedl
Woodlands Lounge, Eagle 
Ridge, 8 PM 

Jaybone Bell & Restless Light, 
Grimm Reality 
Eronel, 9 PM 

River Glen, Cranes/Vultures 
The Lift, 9 PM 

Adam Beck 
Spirits, 9 PM 

Renegade
Northside Bar, 9 PM 

Ignighter
Shenanigan’s Pub, 9 PM 

Mississippi Band, Jimi B’s, 9 PM 

The Mighty Wheelhouse 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Sunday, December 7

Open Mic with Scott Rische
Grape Escape, 12 PM 

Open Mic 
The Cornerstone, 1:30 PM 

Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
Christmas Concert
Five Flags Theater, 2 PM

Becky McMahon
Stone Cliff Wine and Beer Bar, 4 PM 

Pokurdumplin
Sandy Hook Tavern, 6 PM 

Tuesday, December 9

Benefit for Refugee Children
Feast of Mutton, Pat Farrell, 
OSF, Cranes/Vultures, Dave 
Reel, Kate Koerperich with John 
Moran, Amy Dolan, Susan Kalb, 
Castaneda & Healy
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Radoslav Lorkovic,  T Bruce 
Bowers , Eronel, 9 PM 

Wed., December 10

Live@5 Hosted by Ralph Kluse-
man, Tony Roma’s, 5 PM 

Acoustic Jam
The Cornerstone, 6:30 PM 

Laughing Moon Comedy
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Thursday, December 11

‘50s & ‘60s Sock Hop 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Jazz Night with  
‘Round Midnight Trio
Monk’s Kaffee Pub, 8 PM 

?Jon Dee Graham, Mike June, 
Statue Of Liberty, Eronel, 9 PM 

Friday, December 12

Open Mic with Becky McMahon
Stone Cliff Wine & Beer Bar, 7 PM 

Curtis Grimes 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Steve Cavanaugh & Randy 
Droessler, Spirits, 8 PM 

The Lonely Goats
Toys For Tots Winter Concert 
Tour, Knickers, 8 PM 

Lojo Russo, Grape Escape, 8 PM 

?TWIN, The Lift, 9 PM 

Half-Fast, Jumpers, 9 PM 

Eugene Smiles Project 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM

http://www.americantrust.com


www.Dubuque365.com26 { november 20 - december 3, 2014 } 365ink Magazine   |   issue #226

Toys For Tots Winter Concert Tour!

November 20 - December 22 
Across the Tri-States

How cool is this? For the weeks leading up to Christmas, 
you can officially rock out in the tri-states and help the 
Marine Corps Toys For Tots Program at the same time! 
Not… even… kidding!

From Saturday, November 22 - Saturday, December 20, 
there will be no less than 8 live music shows in the tri-
states collecting toys and raising money for the kids. It 
couldn’t get any simpler.

Just go to see the great bands you were going to see 
anyway, but thanks to a generous grant from McGraw Hill 
Companies, we are taking Toys for Tots on the road and 
your generous cover charge (or donated toy) at each 
venue goes to Toys For Tots… 100%! How sweet is that. 
Cover charges will be between $3-$5 for each venue.

Additionally, the good Toys For Tots loving people 
at 7G Distributing (Budweiser) are also throwing in 
some fun Bud swag for you to win at each of the 
venues! Who doesn’t love free stuff? Some venues 
will also have drawing and raffles for prizes like a 
sweet Budweier Electric Guitar and other local good-
ies. There will be 2 Bud guitars given away over the 
course of the event.

Hot Mess and The Heartbeat Band were doing their annual 
Toys For Tots fundraiser anyway on Saturday November 22, 
so we just had to include their awesome gig into the tour!

Great Bluegrass and beyond will be on tap at the Cor-
nerstone in Galena on 
Thursday, Dec 4. Lehn and 
crew know how to get 
generous for a good cause 
and We know you’ll be the 
better for it when you join 
the fun that night!

No one rocks like Menace to be sure and on Saturday, 
December 5th at Hammerhead’s on Dubuque North End, 
that’s just what’ll happen. There’s no cover and Buck and 
the boys will be giving away a sweet Budweiser guitar that 
night to one lucky rock and roll lover.

The Lonely Goats always bring a party wherever they go 
and this time they’re bringing the party to a rare Friday 
night show at Knickers Saloon. Bring a toy and get in free 
or donate a small cover to the cause!

The lift welcome Percival w/ Denny Garcia. This time 
around, their customary $5 cover will all go to Toys For 
Tots! SWEET!

We’re VERY excited about the 
December 19th debut of Dubuque 
newest band, Boogie Monster, 
who brings Funk to life with the 
wicked Lady Katie fronting a roster 
of killer musicians! This is gonna 
be stellar!

And it you find yourself in Wisconsin that night, perhaps 
a stop at the Sandy Hook is just what Santa ordered as 
the Renegade Band brings the rock and roll and you 
bring the toys!

And finally, the unstoppable 
Gladdy & the Tramps finish up 
the tour with a stop at the BLU 
Room,  inside the remodeled 
Breezers Pub on Central Ave. in 
Downtown Dubuque. We’ll be 
drawing for the second Bud Guitar that night from entries 
collected throughout the tour, plus other great prizes!

Toys For Tots would like to thank McGraw Hill Higher Educa-
tion for making the Winter Concert Tour possible as well 

as Julie Griffin, the first lady of rock and roll in Dubuque for 
helping Toys For Tots in organizing this stellar music series! 
Let’s make it an annual shindig… and we’ll see you ON TOUR!

Toys For Tots Winter Concert Tour!

2nd Annual Toys For Tots Jam Featuring  
Hot Mess and the Heartbeat Band 
@ The Airline Inn  
Saturday, November 22, 7 p.m.

The Blackberry Bushes  
@ The Cornerstone in Galena 
Thursday, December 4, 9 p.m.

Menace @ Hammerheads 
Budweiser Guitar Raffle for Toys For Tots! 
Saturday, December 5, 9 p.m.

The Lonely Goats 
@ Knickers 
Friday, December 12, 9 p.m.

Percival w/ Special Guest Denny Garcia  
@ The Lift 
Saturday, December 13, 10 p.m.

Boogie Monster Debut  
@ Eronel 
Friday, December 19, 10 p.m.

Renegade  
@ The Sandy Hook 
Friday, December 19, 10 p.m.

Gladdy & The Tramps  
@ the BLU Room (Brezeers) 
Saturday, December 20, 9 p.m.

{ toys for tots }
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Stuff the Truck 
Saturday, December 6 
Sunday, December 7 
Theisen’s Home • Farm • Auto

The 5th Annual Theisen’s Stuff the Truck 
event to benefit Marine Corps Toys 
For Tots returns Saturday and Sunday, 
December 6th and 7th. Radio Dubuque 
will supercast live at the Dubuque 
Theisen’s on Sept. 7th while shoppers 
take advantage of their annual toy sale, 
25%-40% off (or bring in a toy). Santa will 
pop-in during the day and the Marine 
Corps will be there too as will the Boy 
Scouts of Dubuque as we look to match 
the amazing $10,000 in cash and toys 
raised in 2012 and 2013! 

Theisen’s is a WONDERFUL supporter of 
Toys For Tots. You should be a WONDER-
FUL supporter of this Dubuque-based, 
locally-owned business and stop by that 
weekend to buy something on sale for a 
local child and a few nice things for your-
self and your family while you are at it. 
Every year since 1946, the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys For Tots Programs has 
brought the hope and joy of the holiday 
season to millions of children and fami-
lies across America, and Dubuque is once 
again proud to be a strong part of that 

effort. 

After being recognized as one the best 
run among over 700 Toys For Tots efforts 
nationwide, the Tri-State Toys For Tots 
locomotive is already full steam ahead 
for 2014, but it is up to you to make the 
effort a success once again. The goal is to 
fully support the needs of nearly 5,000 
children in Dubuque County, IA, Clay-
ton County IA, Grant County, WI, and 
Jo Daviess County, IL. Keep an eye out 
in your favorite local retailers for official 
Toys For Tots donation bins. Plus, look 
and listen for more information on local 
special events supporting Toys For Tots 
including the awesome Teddy Bear Toss 

with Santa Claus at the Dubuque Fight-
ing Saints game the night of the Stuff the 
Truck event, Dec. 6th. at the Mystique Ice 
Arena. 

You may also choose to coordinate a toy 
drive inside your workplace. If so, e-mail 
bryce@dubuque365.com to coordinate. 
You can also keep up with local toys drive 
events and more on Facebook.com/ 
DBQToysForTots. Information about 
the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots 

Charity as well as online donations can 
be made at www.toysfortots.org. All 
donations stay local and cash donations 
are tax deductible. Locally, Toys For Tots 
serves children and families through the 
many agencies that serve those families 
year round including the Salvation Army, 
the Dept. of Human Services, Project 
Concert, Operation New View, Veterans 
Affairs, the Grand County Holiday Project 
and more, but does not serve families 
directly.

{ toys for tots stuff the truck at theisens }
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Pinot’s Palette
Paint and sip location opens in Dubuque

by Mike Ironside, w/ photos by Mike and Amber Betcher

Imagine hanging out with your friends, sipping on your favor-
ite wine and listening to music while you all create beautiful 
paintings on canvas.  If you’re thinking the only problem with 
the scenario is that you can’t paint, you might want to think 
again.  Pinot’s Palette, a national leader in the “paint and sip” 
industry has just opened in Dubuque and the franchise owner 
Kerry Bowman is here to say that you can do it. 

“I think the biggest misconception is, before people even walk 
in the door, they’re just afraid to try it because they think they 
can’t paint and that’s exactly why we’re here,” said Bowman, 
“We’re here for people who think they can’t paint.”  

The business, located in a historic brick building at 955 Main 
Street offers people the opportunity to create their own paint-
ings, guided by a trained artist instructor, all the while sipping 
on their favorite wine, beer or other beverage of choice.  

Would-be painters can look at the schedule online (or on a 
Pinot’s Palette smartphone app) and choose by the night they 
want to attend or the painting they would like to paint.  They 
can sign up and pay online.  The night of the class, the only 
thing they need to bring along is their favorite beverage.  Stu-
dents are welcome to bring snacks or even order food in for a 
private party.  It’s a BYOB painting party!  

Once at a class, students will be given a canvas, easel and 
workstation, an apron and all the paint and brushes necessary 
to create the target painting.  After a short introduction, the 
artist will lead the students, step-by-step through the creation 
of the painting.  Breaks are scheduled for dry time between 
layers and also for students to get a snack or pour another 
glass of wine.  At the end of the night the students all gather 
for a group photo to commemorate their work.  

“It’s really about fun,” observed Bowman.  “It’s art for the 
masses; it’s not art for people that are pros.  It’s a process 
where we want people that don’t think they can paint to see 
that they can.”  

Pinot’s Palette studios rely on a wide range of paintings cre-
ated by both local artists and those working at other franchise 
locations.  Each painting has a step-by-step process that any-
one, even total beginners, can follow.  “We have things step-
by-step down to how many pumps of paint go on your paper 
plate that we use (as a palette),” explained Bowman.  “We have 
it down.  It’s been tested over and over again.  These paintings 
are meant to show people that they can do it.  Everybody can 
do it.  It’s amazing.”  

A substitute teacher for the Dubuque Community School 
District, Bowman had had been looking for an opportunity 
to create her own business for a number of years, preferably 
doing something that would take advantage of her teaching 
background.  But most opportunities seemed to be geared 
more towards kids.  “Then I came across Pinot’s Palette and it 
just sounded like something really fun,” she said.  “I thought it 
would be neat for Dubuque.”  

It took more than a year to research and purchase the franchise, 
find a suitable location and prepare it for the new business but 
with a new downtown space and four working artists, Pinot’s 
Palette Dubuque is open for business.  Bowman reports that 
already in classes, many students who thought they would not 
do well are surprised by the results.  

“People are encouraged to add their own little twist to it but 
they all end up looking really, really cool and people have so 
much fun,” she reports.  “They see that they can do something 
that they didn’t think the could do.  That’s the best part of it.”  

Classes are for anyone who is interested, with special classes 
scheduled for kids.   The studio offers private parties for birth-
days, bachelorette parties, team-building events or really any 
occasion.  “A lot of men think it’s more of a female type of night 
out, which isn’t necessarily true because we have a date night,” 
Bowman explained.  “We have nights where we’re painting 
man cave stuff.” 

The studio’s local artists are working to create more local-
themed paintings, which might incorporate local themes or 
landmarks giving students even more options from which 
to choose.  One recent addition replicates Van Gogh’s “Starry 
Night” over the Mississippi River.  

Pinot’s Palette also has a “Paint it Forward” policy, donating 
a portion of earnings to both local and national charities.  In 
fact, a local nonprofit organization could host a paint and sip 

event that would directly benefit the sponsoring organization.  
In the future, Bowman hopes to add classes for both kids and 
adults with disabilities.  

Fees are reasonable.  A two-hour painting is just $35 and 
includes all materials needed, including paint, canvas and 
brushes.  They even supply wine glasses to use while you 
paint!  A three-hour painting is $45.  Classes for both two and 
three-hour paintings start a half-hour before the actual paint-
ing begins and end a half-hour after the painting is finished, 
allowing students time to relax, mingle, and enjoy the evening. 

While Pinot’s Palette is currently a BYOB space, Bowman 
reports that the business is partnering with Dubuque Heritage 
Wines and eventually will have a license to sell wine at classes.  
The studio will also be hosting a variety of special events and 
classes, from “Paint Your Pet” nights to a “black light” night or 
maybe even an ‘80s themed night.  To learn more and see a 
schedule of upcoming classes or schedule a private party, visit 
PinotsPalette.com/Dubuque. 

{ pinot’s palette }
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The Bell Tower Theater 
2015 Season!

The Bell Tower Theater, Dubuque’s home-
town theater, is pleased to announce

its 2015 season. Next year will feature five 
brand new comedies and musicals and two 
youth productions. Season Tickets are on 
sale now.

Subscription Series

The season begins with the United States 
premiere of the hilarious new comedy Buy-
ing the Moose. This entertaining show, per-
fect for Valentine’s Day, has wives wondering 
why men do what they do, while their hus-
bands wonder how to get away with doing 
what they did! Buying the Moose runs Febru-
ary 6 to 22. FromApril 10 to 26, enjoy Farce 
of Nature, from the authors of The Hallelujah 
Girls and Always a Bridesmaid. At a little fish-
ing lodge in the Ozarks, uproarious antics 
ensue when you mix a man in Witness Pro-
tection, a frustrated wife who’s fed up with 
her romantic life, a sheriff who keeps losing 
her gun and a sexy Chicago mob wife.

Next up at the Bell Tower Theater is our 
summer musical comedy, Church Basement 
Ladies 2: A Second Helping. From August 
14 to 30, enjoy everyone’s favorite church 
ladies. It’s 1969. The world is changing, and 
the ladies are preparing for some changes on 
their own—below the House of God. From 
October 9 to 25 the Bell Tower Theater cel-
ebrates National Arts and Humanities month 
with the Midwest premiere of the new com-
edy L’il Miss Fancy Pants. Florida’s premier 
child beauty pageant is turned upside down 
when all the finalists get pink eye and are 
unable to compete. But, the show must go 
on and legendary pageant coach Flossy Fon-
taine has the solution: the parents will all go 
in their places. Finally, the season wraps up 
with the holiday musical comedy, Christmas 
on Broadway, December 4 to 20.

Bell Tower shows will run on a new schedule in 

2015: Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 
pm and Sunday afternoons at 2 pm. In addi-
tion we will be adding one Wednesday night 
performance to the run of each show. Tickets 
are just $20 each with discounts available for 
groups of 20 or more. We will continue our 
successful Early Bird Special performances. 
On select days in the opening weekend of 
each show, tickets are half-price. That’s just 
$10! As always, Thursday night performances 
are Girl’s Night Out so everybody will get a 
free glass of wine before the show!

Season subscriptions are on sale now. For 
just $80 subscribers to the Bell Tower The-
ater will receive one ticket to each of the 
five subscription series plays and musicals: 
Buying the Moose, Farce of Nature, Church 
Basement Ladies 2, L’il Miss Fancy Pants and 
Christmas on Broadway; $10 in Bell Tower 
Bucks to spend at the concession stand; free 
ticket exchanges; a free dessert at L. May Eat-
ery; the chance to purchase discounted tick-
ets for the High School Show, The Addams 
Family, and the opportunity to reserve tick-
ets before they go on sale to the general 
public on October 1.

Youth Musicals

Our popular Free Summer Musical Pro-
gram will once again include two full-scale 
musicals.

First up is The Addams Family. Based on 
the classic TV series, this brand new musi-
cal features an original story—and it’s every 
father’s nightmare. Wednesday Addams, the 
ultimate princess of darkness, has grown up 
and fallen in love with a sweet, smart young 
man from a respectable family—a  man her 
parents have never met. And if that weren’t 
upsetting enough, Wednesday confides in 
her father and begs him not to tell her mother. 
Now, Gomez Addams must do something 
he’s never done before: keep a secret from 
his beloved Morticia. Everything changes on 
the fateful night when they host a dinner for 
Wednesday’s “normal” boyfriend and his par-
ents.  All performers in The Addams Family 
will be high school students. Performances 

are June 11, 12, 13, 17, 19, 20 at 7:30 pm and 
June 14 & 21 at 2 pm. Tickets are $12.

Our 10th-annual kids-for-kids musical will 
be the Iowa premiere of a brand new musi-
cal adaptation of the Brothers Grimm classic, 
Snow White. Follow Snow White’s adven-
tures as she escapes from the Evil Queen, 
befriends the dwarfs and finds her Prince 
Charming.   The show will be performed by 
two casts of more than 40 kids each, ages 7 to 
16, and the backstage crew includes another 
100 kids ages 7 to 18 who are running lights 
and sound, making props and costumes, 
building sets and working in the box office 
and concession stand. Performances are 
Wednesday, July 8 at 7 pm; Thursday, July 
9 at 7 pm; Friday, July 10 at 2 pm and 7 pm; 
Saturday, July 11 at  2 pm and 7 pm; Sunday, 
July 12 at 2 pm; Wednesday, July 15 at 7 pm; 

Thursday, July 16 at 7 pm; Friday, July 17 at 7 
pm;Saturday, July 18 at 2 pm and 7 pm; Sun-
day, July 19 at 2 pm. Tickets are $10.

Ticket Information

Tickets for the 2015 season go on sale to non-
subscribers on October 1, 2014. Gift certifi-
cates are always available. To order tickets or 
gift certificates, call 563-588-3377; visit www.
belltowertheater.net; or go to the Bell Tower 
Theater box office Monday through Friday 11 
am to 6 pm or Saturday 12 noon to 5 pm.

The Bell Tower Theater is conveniently 
located in Fountain Park at 2728 Asbury 
Road in the city’s vibrant West End just min-
utes from both Highway 20 and the North-
west Arterial.

{ bell tower theater’s 2015 season }
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Old Is In The Holiday Season…

I have never been a very “frou frou” kind of 
gal when it comes to decorating.  Rather, 
I prefer choosing unique items that 
can be repurposed and in turn become 
conversation starters. Recently I visited a 
fun barn sale hosted by a gal known online 
as the Little Prairie Girl, that was literally 
in the middle of no where Iowa.  Also 
know as 10 miles south of Parkersburg, 
in Holland, Iowa.  What I discovered there 
were a whole group of like minded people 
searching for those one- of- a-kind items 
that would often end up in the trash.  
My list of purchases that day included 
a vintage Scotts Spreader that had fun 
evergreens placed in the hopper and a 
newly painted bright orange two tiered 
table that will make a perfect display piece 
in the flower shoppe.   Other items that 
were wildly sought out included vintage 
radio flyer sleds, old ice skates, vintage 
luggage and brightly painted old time 
scales that are used as décor pieces on 
shelves.

Do you want your home to stand out with 
some less than common ways to decorate 
this winter?  Here a few tips to get you 
started:

*Look for items typically not associated 
with the holidays and add some seasonal 
flair.

*Everyday items can become a vessel for 
some cut greens, branches and berries

My Scotts Spreader find at Little Prairie Girl

My Crazy Quilt Life

Lovegrowswild.com

*Get creative with your 
summer pots by transforming 
them into a winter look…or 
better yet, add a clever prop 
in those pots….

Lit Mercury Glass Globes available at 
Steve’s Ace Home & Garden 

Have you been to a similar 
vintage or reclaimed industrial 
item hotspot?  Sharing is caring!  
Email me at sara@stevesace.com. 
Also check out Little Prairie girl 
on Facebook if you would like to 
know more about future sales.

{ do it yourself advice from sara }

http://www.stevesace.com
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50 Dates in 50 States:   
One Woman’s Road Trip   
in Search of Love &   
Adventure by Tiffany Malcom  
Saturday, December 6, 2-3:30 p.m. 
in the Children’s Program Room 
Sell townhouse: check. Quit job: check. 
Find fifty men willing to go on a blind 
date: check. Take off on the adventure 
of a lifetime: check. How many times 
have you dreamed of running away from 
home? After years of imagining how 
freeing the open road would feel, Tiffany 
Malcom decided it was time to take off 
on the adventure she’d been longing 
for. With $5000 and a car named Cherry 
Cherry, she set off to see America . . . and 
go on a date in every state along the way.

{ library events }

Art @ your library opening   
Holiday Art Show & Sale reception 
December 5, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Silent Auction – Chair Art!  Art @ your 
library celebrates art in general and 
local artists in particular. The ensure 
its continuation, funding is needed, so 
local artists have transformed  former 
library chairs from the childrens area 
into works of art. Artists include Cynthia 

Nelms-Byrone, Isabelle Kirkendall, Jaon 
Dubay Tully, Maureen Frommelt, Mike 
Reiss, Sarah Smith, Stormy Mochal and 
Terry Mozena. The Silent Auction begins 
at  5:30 p.m. on Friday, December 5 – 
winners announced at 7:30 p.m. All pro-
ceeds will go into the Art @ your library 
fund to support furture exhibits.
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Everyone dishes out advice from time 
to time. We tell our partners, friends, 
and even complete strangers what 
they must do, or should do, or how to 
do it. Being a speaker, I certainly dish 
out my fair share. I’ve learned that if I’m 
dishing it out, I better practice what I 
teach. It would be pretty dim-witted of 
me to give a speech about the impor-
tance of having a positive attitude and 
the give someone half the peace sign 
on the drive home. If you want credit-
ability, and you want people to listen to 
your advice, you better practice what 
you teach!

To “teach” is to tell others the right way 
to do something; to “practice” is to do 
the thing yourself. You “practice what 
you teach” when you yourself do some-
thing the same way you tell others to 
do it. Example; you can’t warn your 
kids about the dangers of smoking 
and then have a cigarette. Your actions 

(what you do) should 
always be consistent 
with your words (what 
you say). You should strive to do the 
things you advise others to do.

Practicing what you teach is repeat-
edly ignored. Have you ever noticed 
that when others continually tell you 
what you should or must do, they of-
ten don’t follow their own advice? You 
may hear them say something like “Do 
as I say, not as I do?” People will only 
listen to your advice after they watch 
you demonstrate it. If you continue to 
offer advice to someone without prac-
ticing what you teach, that advice may 
feel more like an insult than a genuine 
attempt to help.

If you’re going to dish out advice to 
others (from the stage or not), you had 
better make sure that you are practic-
ing what you teach!

With the holiday season right around 
the corner, it’s time to start planning par-
ties and get-togethers with family and 
friends. If you’re in search of a fresh way 
to entertain that incorporates healthy 
food items, look no further!

Bring your own platter (BYOP), a unique 
twist on the traditional BYOB, is a great way 
to impress guests while keeping munchies/
appetizers both delicious and nutritious.

bring your own platter (byop)

• Use these creative tips to create your 
own platter:

• Balance carbohydrates and lean 
protein

• Stock up on colorful,fresh fruits and 
veggies

• Select whole grain alternatives

• Incorporate healthy fats  
(e.g.,olives,nuts,etc.)

• Provide light dips (e.g., hummus, 
yogurt-based fruit dip, etc.)

• Choose a theme such as Mediterra-
nean or Italian

• Keep the kids in mind!

festive byop ideas

Angie’s Holidrizzle dark chocolate sea 
salt kettle corn + sea salt roasted al-
monds + Zo¨et dark chocolate + dried 
cherries and cranberries

Celery sticks + Laughing Cow light white 
cheddar + pomegranate arils + pista-
chios + Mary’s Gone Crackers

Anjou pear slices + Babybel cheese + 
dried apricots + pecans

diabetes-friendly   
byop ideas
2 Wasa crackers + 1 cubic inch 
Cabot cheese (50% reduced-fat) 
+ 1 oz prosciutto + 3 green olives 
 = 14 grams carbs

1/2 cup Angie’s Holidrizzle dark choco-
late sea salt kettle corn + 2 tbsp Blue Dia-
mond roasted dark chocolate almonds + 
1 tbsp dried cherries = 18 grams carbs

1/4 medium Anjou pear + 1 piece Baby-
bel cheese + 3 dried apricots + 5 al-
monds = 14 grams carbs

The information is not intended as 
medical advice. Please consult a medi-
cal professional for individual advice.

Practice What You Teach
by Matt Booth

{ hy-vee health market / mattitude }

Ring In the Holidays with a Twist
with nutritionists
Megan Horstman (Asbury) 
Amy Cordingley (Locust)
and Brian Scheil (Dodge)

Mattitude Quote
“You can control your attitude and are accountable for doing so.”
            -  Matt Booth

Engaging keynote speaker, Matt Booth, is the attitude expert. He is an Award-winning 
speaker and author. Through his keynote speeches and programs, he entertains and 
educates audiences with his unique abilities and talents. To find out how Matt can help 
your group improve their attitudes, call 563-590-9693 or email matt@mattbooth.com.

http://www.mattbooth.com/
http://www.mattbooth.com/
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Who’d Have Thought Botticelli 
Was So Much Fun?

By Bob Gelms  

If you don’t like to be thoroughly 
entertained by a novel or be intensely 
interested at what will happen next then, 
whatever you do, don’t buy Stephen 
Maitland-Lewis’ Botticelli’s Bastard. It’s a rip-
roaring adventure/thriller/mystery. Yes, it 
can be all three in the hands of a very good 
writer and make no mistake about it, Mr. 
Maitland-Lewis is a very good writer.

The book revolves around the art restorer 
Giovanni Fabrizzi and a particular painting 
he inherited from his father along with 
his father’s art restoration business.  He 
had only glanced at the painting many 
years before. One day, after a fight with his 
beautiful much younger wife, he decides 
to inspect all the paintings left to him by 
his father. One thing leads to another 
and Giovanni discovers that one of the 
paintings can talk.

This was where I thought the wheels 
would come off the novel but I was to be 
astonished. At first I thought the talking 
was only in Giovanni’s head and maybe 
it was his conscience doing an interior 
monologue. Wrong again. The painting 
introduces himself as Count Lorenzo Marco 
Pietro de Medici. It’s only when the Count, 
as he likes to be addressed, starts telling 
Giovanni about things that Giovanni can’t 
possibly know that I, as the reader, got 
very intrigued to see how the author was 
going to handle this throughout the book. 
I am overjoyed to report that Mr. Maitland-
Lewis handled it superbly. You know, in 

books like this you need to suspend your 
disbelief in whatever happens in the plot 
for the book to work. I didn’t need to do 
that because he had me believing that the 
damn painting could talk.

In short order Giovanni becomes 
obsessed with the painting of Count de 
Medici.  At first it was because the Count 
tells Giovanni that he was painted by 
the great Renaissance painter Sandro 
Botticelli. Nobody had come across an 
undocumented Botticelli in a hundred 
years. As time goes on the Count recounts 
(is that a pun?) the story of his provenance 
and how he came to be in the possession 
of Giovanni’s father. Now Giovanni was 
hooked beyond all reason. Only Giovanni 
and the reader know he hasn’t gone round 
the bend because everyone else in his life  
thinks he has .

Giovanni simultaneously sets about having 
the painting authenticated and begins to 
investigate the mystery of who the owner 
was before his father. Both bits of news 
will rock his world. The painting came into 
Giovanni’s father’s possession during WWII 
which has some disturbing elements to 
it. During the war, the Nazi’s committed 
massive theft of art work belonging to all 
of the people they hate (i.e., mostly Jews). 
The paintings disappeared and so did 
their owners, the paintings into vaults in 
Switzerland and private collections, the 
owners into places like Auschwitz. This 
greatly disturbs Giovanni. He thinks he can 
prove his father was innocent of any wrong 
doings by placing blame on his father‘s 
unscrupulous business partner. Giovanni 
is bound and determined to return the 
painting to its rightful owners or, more 
likely, their descendants. Speaking well for 
Giovanni, he intends to do this even if it is 
determined that the Count de Medici was, 
in fact, painted by Sandro Botticelli.

The rest of the novel is about how Giovanni 
goes about exploring the provenance of 
ownership and the attribution to Botticelli 
as the painter. This is a wonderfully 
engaging book. It is a quick read on two 
counts. One, it is a short book and two, you 
will keep turning page after page to find 
out what little surprises await you. This is 
Mr. Maitland-Lewis’ fourth novel and he 
has a hit on his hands. It is ingenious how 
he works a talking painting into the body 
of what is, sometimes, a very serious work 
about a very serious topic. Mr. Maitland-
Lewis, my compliments.

{ bob’s book reviews / crossword }

Answers on page 35
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Every night, when I go into the darkened 
kitchen to get my cat’s bedtime treats, 
I see a bright light coming in the east 
window. I don’t know the people who live 
over there, but I’m sure they put up this 
security light for, well, security. So I found 
it amusing to read, in Paul Bogard’s book 
The End of Night: Searching for Natural 
Darkness in an Age of Artificial Light, that 
criminals appreciate it when a house they 
want to steal from is well lit. It lets them 
see if the coast is clear.

I don’t begrudge my neighbors’ desire for 
security. It’s funny, because on the other 
side of our block – the side where the 
street is – it’s dark at night, since there is 
only one streetlight. The block stretches 
from Loras to University, but we get one 
just light, and one fire hydrant. 

The more I read of Bogard’s book, the 
more grateful I am to live on a block that 
actually darkens after sunset. Sure, people 
leave their porch lights on, and this time 
of year, certain houses are lit up like an 
80-year-old’s birthday cake. It’s still dark 
enough, even with that insecurity light 
blazing, to see Orion or the Big Dipper 
from our patio. 

Those are among the brightest stars, but 
there are so many more out there – several 
hundred billion in our home galaxy, the 
Milky Way. It’s still possible to see a great 
swath of the Milky Way, but first you have 
to find a truly dark place, unpolluted by 
city or highway lights. Researching his 
book, Bogard met a man in Paris who 
told him, “For the amateur astronomer, 
the most important instrument is not the 
telescope, but the automobile, because 
you need a car to drive somewhere dark 
enough to see anything.” 

Paris may be “the city of light,” but at night, 
what you’re going to see is the artificial 
light anchored on the ground, aimed at 
buildings and boulevards, spoiling the 
view of the heavens. And let’s not even 
talk about Vegas. 

I got to thinking about this the other night 
when my yoga class was packing up its 
mats to go out to the parking lot at Mt. 
Carmel. Our instructor reminded us the 
moon would be full, so we should look 

for it. There it was, impossible to miss as 
we walked outside. Rising over the river, 
it was as round and white as a perfectly 
rolled pie crust. A few shreds of cloud only 
made it look brighter.

My daughter and I had seen an equally 
impressive moon the month before. 
Driving back from Madison, she caught 
a glimpse in her rear-view mirror. 
Interrupting our conversation about the 
election, she said, “Mom! Turn around! 
The moon!” I did as I was told, and was 
rewarded with a view of that amazing orb 
we call a harvest moon, huge and orange. 

She and I are both librarians. I told her 
about the time someone asked me why 
the moon looks that way this time of 
year. It was 1986, and I had no Internet to 
provide an instant (and undependable) 
answer, so I picked up the phone and 
called the Denver Museum of Natural 
History. I was living in Colorado, after all, 
and they have some terrific museums. A 
scientist on the other end explained that 
it has to do with the path the moon takes 
in autumn, as well as changes in Earth’s 
climate. My patron was satisfied, and so 
was I. All these years later, Allison and I 
knew the moon would rise higher and 
turn into a more ordinary full moon, just 
as the sun changes from a big cherry-red 
orb at sunrise to a concentrated star too 
bright to look at once it ascends above the 
horizon. 

My daughter has been in the car with 
me other times when the sky revealed 
amazing sights. At some point during the 
eighteen months the Hale-Bopp comet 
made its way past our planet, she and 
I took a trip to Chicago. We were on our 
way back, chatting about the college we’d 

just inspected. The sun had set and the 
sky grew darker than it ever does in a city, 
no matter its size. The first few stars began 
to appear as we turned toward Highway 
20, and there it was: the comet, flung out 
in the ebony sky like a handful of jewels.

Out there in the middle of nowhere, it 
appeared not only brighter, but more 
profound. I had always thought that 
comets just sped by, visible only to 
astronomers with telescopes trained 
on the right pocket of space at just the 

right moment. This thing, this blazing 
phenomenon, seemed to just hang there, 
like a painting in the heavens, inviting us 
to look and look, because there might not 
be another until well after we were both 
gone. 

Now we’ve landed a space probe on a 
comet, ready to send back data from 
the great beyond. No longer fearing 
celestial bodies the way our ancestors 
did,  we sit inside looking up pictures 
of constellations on our tablets, gazing 
down at our phones instead of up at the 
sky. 

Let’s make a deal. Next spring, as soon 
as it’s warm and clear enough, throw 
a blanket in the car and grab the kids, 
and drive out into the country, into the 
deepest dark you can find. Lie down in a 
field and look up.  Do it soon, before our 
nighttime lights turn what used to inspire 
awe into a gray erasure, a mere smudge 
in the sky. There’s a heavenly show going 
on up there, just waiting for us to pay 
attention.

- pam2617@yahoo.com

{ pam kress dunn }
Celestial Navigation 
by pam kress-dunn
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Dear Erma,  
I am in love for the first time in my life. 
For me, that’s saying a lot. I’ve been 
married four times, with two ending in 
divorce, one in death and one annul-
ment. I’ve been seeing my significant 
other for the past three weeks, and, 
I know this sounds crazy, but I know 
he’s the one. I’m nearly your age, and 
I fear this may be my last chance, but 
there’s only one problem: I don’t know 

how to tell him that I have the clap.  
Can you help?  
-Last chance at Love

Dear Love,  
Don’t they have a cure for that by now? 
And you said it’s been three weeks: this 
is 2014!  I hope you haven’t been inti-
mate without telling him about your 
condition. My advice for you is to go to 
the doctor, get this cleared up, have him 

get his downstairs checked out, 
and enjoy your luck in love!

Dear Erma,  
I’m a sophomore English major 
at Loras, and although I’ve lived 
on campus since I began my 
college career, I am still having 
trouble attracting the ladies. 
Because of my major, I spend a 
lot of time writing. I’ve tried to 
solve my problems with meet-
ing young women by sending 
them stories and poems. I’ve 
even paid the school newspa-
per to place an advertisement 
with a poem and a certain wom-
an’s name at the top. Instead 
of a letter back, I got a restrain-

ing order. What do I do? I just want 
them to know that I’m not a stalker! 
-Lonely Loras Lad

Dear Lad,   
Start submitting your poems and stories 
to newspapers, magazines, and writ-
ing contests. Keep a safe distance from 
“the ladies” and invest your time in your 
studes. Go away for grad school and 

start a new life there. I’m sure you’ll meet 
someone nice. Someone very nice…

Dear Erma,  
I was at the Kennedy Mall the other 
day, and so much has changed! 
Young girls run around in pants that 
are two sizes too small with shirts 
cropped up way too high! When did it 
become respectable to go out in pub-
lic like this? It’s November and there 
is no reason for such nudity!  
- Seasoned Shopper 

Dear Shopper,  
I’ve seen this through the years. Fashion 
continues to change and evolve, and 
some of the teeny bopper fashions are 
the worst. Remember those acid wash 
jeans? And fringed vests? What about 
baby doll dresses for adults? I remember 
them all being equally horrible. Watch, 
vests will be the next big holiday thing. 
Forget about worrying for the children, 
they grow up too fast and are too dis-
respectful nowadays. Focus on yourself 
and don’t try that floor-length layered 
skirt with four layers of fluf underneath 
next month.

{ erma gerd’s questionably lucid advice }

http://www.diamondjo.com
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{dr. mccracken’s horrorscopes / sudoku }

 Aries  3/21-4/19  
Your brain is buzzing in high 
gear, which means it’s maybe 

time to stop listening to recordings of 
yourself singing the soundtrack to The 
Big Chill and maybe also stop buying 
pleated socks.

Taurus  4/20-5/20  
Anyone else would get dizzy 
trying to process even a 

fraction of the things that filter through 
your head in one day, but that’s all right 
because America is failing and moral 
relativism is a greeting card sham. 

Gemini   5/21-6/21  
The key for you is to not speak 
every single thought aloud 

but to keep your processing internal 
along with shame you have over failing 
emotionally. 

Cancer   6/22-7/22  
Your lucky number is 33.

Leo   7/23-8/22   
People want to hear your final 
decision on many issues, like 

whether or not Starbucks should open 
a franchise that isn’t run by dead-eyed 
monsters.

Virgo   8/23-9/22   
Instead of saving everyone 
a lot of time, really focus on 

yourself and new strategies to eat an 
entire birthday cake in one sitting.

Libra   9/23-10/22   
You may have a hard 
time relating to people in 

social situations, so always take into 
consideration that you swallow germs 

with every breath and put even more 
germs back into the air.

Scorpio  10/23-11/21   
Perhaps you’re frustrated at 
hearing the same shallow 

conversations over and over but also 
you may just be preoccupied with the 
eventual complete depletion of the 
ozone layer and everyone acting like 
that scene in Total Recall where the air 
is locked away.

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21  
While you mingle with dozens 
of different people, all you 

can think about is how nice it would be 
if there would never be another movie 
where a couple almost doesn’t get 
together and then at the end they do.

Capricorn  12/22-1/19  
Your best plan is to avoid 
situations that you know you 

won’t enjoy as much as screaming in the 
shower.

Aquarius  1/20-2/18   
I know that you think you can 
just watch bootleg video of 

the Matilda musical on YouTube until 
you suddenly find yourself bathed and 
fed, but that is not how things work 
pretty much 100% of the time.

Pisces   2/19-3/20  
Soon you will find that 
communication has 

improved and that witty banter is taxing 
in every way imaginable in addition to 
accomplishing nothing in regards to 
solving the world’s overflowing supply 
of irrational fear. 
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