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In 2007, I wrote an article 
for the Ink about a conver-
sation held by the nation’s 

mayors during that summer’s U.S. Conference 
of Mayors. Redmond, Washington’s  Mayor, 
Rosemarie Ives, called upon mayors “to bust 
the paradigm” and get schools and kids more 
engaged in climate protection awareness and 
activities.  I was honored to be able to report 
that in Dubuque, through the oversight of 
the Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid Waste 
Agency, an initiative had begun in our elemen-
tary schools called “Green Vision Education!”

On the sunset of Earth Day 2011, allow me to 
revisit what was simply a “pilot program” at that 
time.  As Bev Wagner, the DMASWA Education 
and Communication Coordinator, shared, the 
pilot program was begun in 2006, and our 
area schools were invited to become “Green 
Vision Education Schools” in order  to impact 
our community by setting the standard for en-
vironmental awareness, pollution prevention 
and waste reduction in the area.

Dubuque’s program was designed so our 
school age children could learn that caring 
about our environment can be fun and educa-
tional.  Most of all, it meant protecting our valu-
able natural resources and helping our families 
and others improve their environmental prac-
tices.  Green Vision Education Schools continue 
to practice pollution prevention, recycling, en-
ergy efficiency, and waste/toxins reduction!

The program has continued to receive tremen-
dous support from both the Dubuque Commu-
nity School District and the Holy Family Catho-
lic School District!   The Green Vision Education 
Award is given to schools that demonstrate a 
strong environmental ethic, e.g. stewardship 
throughout the school building and grounds, 
as well as education and outreach.  Maintaining 
the award recognition involves working toward 
one project patch each year (after receiving their 
initial award) which is focused on a specific topic 
area.  Progress Patches are sponsored by various 
community partners.  Durrant Architects, for ex-
ample, reviews efforts on pollution prevention 
and energy conservation incorporated in green 
building design to award a progress patch.  The 
Dubuque County Conservation Board and Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources review sus-
tainability and resource conservation inclusion 
in the curriculum and the school community.  

Every day we read, hear or, sadly, experience 
the impact of climate change.   That is why 

programs that challenge schools and educate 
students on how to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions will make a difference because edu-
cation is the most cost effective form of miti-
gation.  I said it FIRST in 2007… “Students will 
educate their parents, will learn there are solu-
tions to climate change and will embrace the 
fact that addressing it provides an economic 
opportunity for their generation.”

Let us fast forward four years to my visit last 
week to Lincoln School, where students re-
cited the following pledge…

“I pledge allegiance to the Earth, and all the life 
it supports; one planet, in my care, irreplace-
able, with harmony and sustenance for all.”  I 
silently uttered, “Amen.”

With us that day, our local TH reporter, Kurt 
Ulrich,  eloquently reported, “And so it was on 
a beautiful day-before Earth Day in Dubuque 
that 150 Lincoln Elementary School kindergart-
ners, first- and second-graders gathered on 
permanent wooden bleachers in the circa 1939 
gymnasium, paraphrased a pledge to a flag, ex-
panding it to cover the entire Earth, listened to 
fellow students speak about protecting the en-
vironment, cheered on classmates entered in a 
“garbage/recycling/composting” relay race and 
enjoyed a bit of rap about the natural world.”

So honored to be a part of the event, I spoke to 
the students about some of the things the City 
is doing to help the environment and thanked 
them for their efforts and their environmental 
concerns.  Fast forwarding from my statement 
in 2007, I added “I want to thank all of you for 
educating your parents!”  Lincoln is one in a 
long list of committed Green Vision Education 
Dubuque schools that now includes John Mar-
shall Elementary School; George Washington 
Middle School; Resurrection Catholic Elemen-
tary School; St. Columbkille Catholic Elemen-
tary School; Dubuque Montessori School; 
Prescott Elementary School; Mazzuchelli 
Catholic Middle School; St. Anthony/Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Elementary School; and 
Holy Ghost Catholic Elementary School.

As I said in 2007, global climate change is the 
“Silent Spring” of this generation.  Our youth 
are actively participating in the solutions … 
and pledging “harmony and sustenance for all.”  
Let’s not ignore them!

The “Silent Spring” of This Generation...
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{ buol on dubuque / days of caring } silent but deadly spring!
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Join in on making a difference in the com-
munity at the sixth annual Dubuque Com-
munity Days of Caring on Friday, April 29, 
2011 and Saturday, April 30, 2011. 

Days of Caring is an event where volunteers 
from around the Dubuque area will join local 
charities & organizations to work on one 
time service projects. Participating charities 
& organizations are matched with volunteers 
from the community and local businesses 
who choose to give their time, talents and 
services to impact our community’s needs. 

This event will mobilize hundreds of volun-
teers from the Dubuque area who will offer 
their service to help those in need. In 2010, 
Days of Caring mobilized over 400 volun-
teers on 30 service projects. These service 

projects included painting, landscaping, 
washing windows, general cleaning and 
lawn maintenance among others. 

Anyone and everyone from Dubuque and 
the surrounding communities are encour-
aged to volunteer their time.  To sign up, 
simply to go www.dbqdaysofcaring.org  and 
click on the volunteer form, fill it out and 
click to submit. You can also contact Sandy 
Vaske at svaske@eidebailly.com. Volunteers 
can donate as much time as they wish, from 
one hour to both days. 

This project started though the Leadership 
Dubuque class in 2005. Today the project 
has grown and now facilitated in partner-
ship with the Dubuque Community Days 
of Caring committee and the Community 
Foundation of Greater Dubuque. For more 
information, visit www.dbqdaysofcaring.org.
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{ trixie kitsch } trixie kitsch is my sister and my mother.

Dear Trixie: 
I am invited to a fancy dinner party where I 
am told we will be served five courses. I grew 
up in a house with plastic spoons and paper 
plates and I am afraid people will see that I 
am unaccustomed to formal dining customs. 
What should I do? - Trailer Park Guy

Dear Trailer Park Guy: 
If you chew with your mouth open and talk 
loudly as you chew nobody will notice which 
fork you employ.

Dear Trixie: 
I am sexually aroused by dressing and acting 
like a baby. I have a “Nanny” whom I pay to 
come over and bottle feed me, change my 
diapers and spank me when I’m naughty. 
It is all done in the privacy of my own 
home  and  I find it very satisfying. Do you 
think there is something wrong with me? 
--Larry On Langworthy

Dear Larry: 
Yes. This just proves my theory that there is a 
fetish for everyone.

Dear Trixie: 
My friend goes to the gym at the same time 
that I go. She always uses the treadmill next 
to me and then spends the next 40 minutes 
blabbing away. She talks about people I have 
never met and I suspect she might be relat-
ing incidents that happened on an afternoon 
soap opera. Nobody knows the intimate 
details of so many odd characters. I want 
peace and quiet when I work out. What would 

you do? - Lorna on Lemon Street

Dear Loma: 
I would lean over and increase the speed of 
her machine. It is hard to talk when you are 
running 30 miles an hour.

Dear Trixie: 
My son who is ten has lost the last three 
cell phones I have gotten him. I am a good 
mother who works full time and I need to 
be able to locate him while I am at my job. 
I can’t afford to replace these phones every 
time he leaves one on the playground. Can 
you recommend a solution?

Dear Harried Mother: 
Stop buying your child expensive things like I 
Pods and Smart Phones. He clearly cannot be 
held responsible. Good mothers don’t waste 
money on gadgets when they need to save 
up for therapy. An inexpensive GPS micro-
chip can be embedded just below the shoul-
der blade by your local veterinarian.

Dear Trixie: 
I have to buy a present for my father-in-law. 
I can get a good deal on a box of Omaha 
Steaks but I don’t know if that is a good gift. 
You eat them and they are gone. Should I go 
with something more permanent?  
--Lloyd J. Deetz on Deborah Drive

Dear Lloyd J. Deetz on Deborah Drive:
You’re wrong about the steaks. Gastroenterol-
ogy studies have shown that red meat can actu-
ally stay in the large intestines for up to 5 years.

GOD HELP US, SHE WROTE A BOOK!
Be one of the first to own Dear Trixie: Bad Advice 
for the Stupid, HOT OFF THE PRESS! Trixie swears 
she’ll deliver the first 100 ordes right to your doors! 
Yes, she really exists! Call 563-582-8419 or e-mail 
trixiekitsch@mediacombb.net to order today! 
Turn your Trixie fix into an instant overdose!



365ink { april 28 - may 11 } 39www.Dubuque365.com

{greendale / answers / dr. skrap’s } i don’t know what happened last night, but this is not my car and my ass is killing me.

Aries 3/21-4/19 
Excellent day to tell everyone 
you know that a “horsepower” 

is a unit of power equal to 746 watts in the 
U.S., but which is not quite equivalent to 
the English horsepower, which is 550 foot-
pounds of work per second. Once their eyes 
glaze over, you can borrow money from 
them without them even fully realizing it. 

Taurus  4/20-5/20  
Today you will watch something 
like a hawk. Basically, you do that 

by having unblinking beady little eyes, and 
a brain the size of a peanut.

Gemini  5/21-6/21 
People laughed at you when 
you told them your idea about a 

beef jerky thong. Well you’ve finally done it, 
and who’s laughing now? The people. All of 
them. At you.

Cancer  6/22-7/22 
Today is a good day to crash 
through the underbrush, making 

loud snorting sounds. Beware of poachers, 
however. 

Leo  7/23-8/22 
In preparation of the summer 
months, you’ve spent 3 pay-

checks at the tanning salon. Your healthy 
orange glow will inspire troves of individu-
als to follow you about, singing “Oompa, 
loompa doom-pa-dee-do...”

Virgo  8/23-9/22 
This might be a good time to 
refer to your roommate as “Wat-

son” and say things like “The game’s afoot!.” 
Eventually, you’ll be able to reconstruct an 
entire evening’s events from a spilled drop 
of raspberry vinaigrette.

Libra  9/23-10/22  
It’s time to stop beating around 
the bush. Move on to beating 

around the ornamental shrubbery.

Scorpio 10/23-11/21 
Nothing unusual today. Unless 
you count that episode with the 

iguana...

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21 
Drinking a 30 pack of beer every 
night by yourself is NOT a good 

way to stimulate the recycling program. 
Instead, conserve resources by eating your 
pork and beans from a discarded boot. The 
stomach cramps are just a friendly reminder 
that you’re doing your part.

Capricorn  12/22-1/19 
You will be tickled without 
mercy, today. Oddly, you will not 

be able to see your assailant.

Aquarius 1/20-2/18 
You finally gave your establish-
ment a much needed interior 

paint job. The bright colors are bringing in 
more business, but you can’t figure out why 
people keep asking for serve “green eggs 
and ham” or “one fish two fish red fish blue 
fish.” Maybe you should leave interior deco-
rating to the pros, Dr. Seuss.

Pisces  2/19-3/20  
When requesting a song form a 
performer at your favorite water-

ing hole, they’ll surely be more inclined to 
perform your request by inflicting a little 
good karma on their tip jar. Or maybe, just 
maybe repeatedly yelling a song at them loud 
enough to gag yourself could work. A reason-
able approach attracting a mate also, perhaps. 
Screaming “Achy Breaky Heart” in anyone’s face 
is a sure way to seduce them into the bedroom.

SudokuCrossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS (From page 36)
Spot the Difference
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