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{ puzzles }

Place a number in the 
empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each 
column down and each 
small 9-box square con-
tains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

when in doubt, thy the word epee. the use that one a lot.

SudokuCrossword

PUZZLE ANSWERS  
We know the puzzles are on this page, so no cheatin’.
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I was invited by Pam Voet-
berg to speak at her hus-
band’s funeral service on 
Saturday, February 19, 2011, 

at First Congregational had served together during 
both of his terms of office.

There is a saying that I think you will agree Dirk per-
sonified…it goes something like this, “the mark of 
a great leader is in helping people to think more 
highly of themselves.”

Certainly throughout his life, public service, and 
notably during his illness and treatment, Dirk 
did just that.  We all know how much his fam-
ily, friends, and service to this community and its 
citizens meant to him. Today, I want to particularly 
celebrate Dirk, the public servant, and I thank Pam 
for the invitation to do so. 

Dirk Voetberg was first an acquaintance of mine 
who became a friend, and when I was elected as 
a political newcomer to the City Council, a mentor. 
Dirk showed me, early on, his infamous keen sense 
of humor, educated world view, and his compassion 
for all people and their God-given right to live a life 
of equality. First elected to the City Council in 1987, 
Dirk Voetberg today holds the distinction as the 
ONLY Dubuque Council representative to leave of-
fice and make a comeback, first serving three terms 
and then being re-elected in 2007.  And while the 
4th Ward was his “quote…official constituency” Dirk 
always approached his public service with a wider 
view.  Whether considering issues of social justice, 
human rights, service to the needy and disenfran-
chised, public transit, fair housing and employment, 
Dirk was visible…eloquent…and impassioned.  

A TH article in 1999 summed it up in this way, 
“Council Member Voetberg consistently supported 
proposed ordinances to prohibit discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation as well as efforts to 
promote racial and ethnic diversity in the communi-
ty. While that didn’t endear him to some colleagues, 
Dirk often found himself in the role of the council’s 
conscience.”  As Dirk said at the time, “There are 
certain issues, I think, where you have to vote your 
beliefs.” He recalled telling a neighborhood group 
after his first vote on the Human Rights Amend-
ment in 1989, “If you want to vote me out for do-
ing what’s right, I can live with that.”  He never failed 
to “walk the talk.”  I believe every member of the 
Dubuque City Council had Dirk on their minds AND 
conscience when, finally, in early 2006, the Council 
unanimously passed the amendment to the Human 
Rights ordinance to include sexual orientation in its 
non-discrimination clause.  

In preparing to speak about Dirk today, I reflected 
on some of the early milestones in his service to our 
community.  I believe the first was in the late 1980s, 
when he proposed that the overall planning process 
for the city’s future become centered on citizens, on 
soliciting their ideas and input, rather than residing 
within a particular group of people.  Dirk and an-
other of our beloved community leaders, Dave Rusk, 

who also lost his life to cancer this past year, were 
the early champions of this “community visioning” 
approach for our City. As Dirk had described it in the 
late 80s, “We decided to have breakfast meetings 
with representatives from business, labor, educa-
tion, government and various others to first discuss 
the need for a planning process for the City.  Dave 
Rusk complemented Dirk by saying, “It was an abso-
lutely novel way of launching the idea…just kind of 
spreading some seeds around the community and 
let the community take ownership of it.” 

A steering committee for the Vision 2000 project was 
selected, citizens were gathered together, surveys 
were completed, idea sharing commenced, and the 
finished work was presented to the council in 1992.  
Three years later, it evolved into the City’s compre-
hensive development plan and was adopted by the 
Council.  This same community visioning process 
was used again to develop the framework for future 
activity in the Downtown Master Plan, again in 2005 
with Envision 2010, and once again in 2007 with the 
development of Sustainable Dubuque! A milestone 
is defined as a significant or important event in the 
history of a community or in 
someone’s life.  I would of-
fer that Dirk’s early proposal 
changed forever the way our 
community came together 
to plan, and it has, in essence, 
contributed to our ongoing 
success stories and the im-
portant public/private part-
nerships that remain so cru-
cial to a healthy economy.

During that same period, 
from 1988 to 1999, Dirk’s 
service bridged the tenure 
of two mayors and over that 
period, the city faced tough economic times that in-
cluded plant closings and cross burnings.  However, 
it also became a period when the local economy 
advanced from stagnant to invigorated.  

Another milestone happened in 1993, when Dirk 
served as a member of the search committee that 
ultimately chose a new City Manager, Mike Van Mil-
ligen, who is now serving in his 18th year. Dirk later 
shared with me that he was honored to have been 
a part of what became a significant turning point in 
our City’s history.  

As many of us know, Dirk remained active through-
out his public service with the Iowa League of Cit-
ies and National League of Cities to advocate for 
Dubuque, and indeed all Iowa cities, at the State 
and Federal Levels. Then, in 2000, after three terms 
in office, Dirk resigned.  In true spontaneous fashion 
he said, “I’ve done my bit.  I’ve enjoyed it.”

Let us fast forward to 2007.  I remember well when 
Dirk contacted me as he was considering public ser-
vice again.  He shared that he was really interested 
in being a part of helping the City on its path to sus-
tainability. He said he agreed with me that the next 

several years would set the stage for the next several 
decades to come.  As he publicly stated at the time, 
“Decisions about the environment and infrastruc-
ture need to be made…I think with my experience 
that I would be a good person to help with that.” 

Dirk saw Sustainable Dubuque as a way for our 
community to be a leader in the bigger, global pic-
ture.  Dirk was well schooled in global issues and, 
in 2007, the City was on a path that energized him. 
There are some people who want to do as much 
as humanly possible and live life to its fullest.  Dirk 
Voetberg was most definitely one of those people. 
A friend and colleague of Dirk’s, Suzie Wright, shared 
that she had asked Dirk why he decided to run for 
public office again.  He told her that quote…“his fa-
ther had raised him to know that there was a duty to 
be paid by those who were able.  That if you had the 
talent and ability to serve, you were bound by God 
and civic duty to serve.”  He also shared with Suzie 
that during his first term, he had received a num-
ber of death threats over a civil rights issue, and he 
thought that might happen again in this new term.  
“But, either way, he said, he “was willing to serve.”  

During our years of serving on the Council together, 
from 1996 to 2000 and again in 2008 until Febru-
ary 8th of this year, Dirk was a champion across 

the spectrum for long range 
planning, riverfront develop-
ment, tourism, and promot-
ing a safer community. One 
of his greatest passions was 
about bringing communities 
from other parts of the world 
together with Dubuque.  Sis-
ter city relationships, both as 
a professor at UD and as a 
council member, were one of 
his life’s priorities. 

It was reciprocal, by the way.  I 
just received a letter this past 
Thursday from the Vice Secre-

tary General of the Handan City Government who, 
along with many friends of Dirk in Handan, is deeply 
saddened at the loss of a friend.  An excerpt says, “Mr. 
Voetberg is one of the oldest and nicest friends of 
the Handan people, who paid several visits to Han-
dan over the years.  He made great and hardwork-
ing efforts for the sister city relationship between 
Handan and Dubuque, and for the enhancing of 
the mutual understanding and friendship between 
our peoples.  We will never forget his outstanding 
contributions to the friendly undertakings of Han-
dan and Dubuque.  We will continue to carry for-
ward what Mr. Voetberg had not yet accomplished, 
and to actively promote the friendly relationship 
between Handan and Dubuque and facilitating the 
exchanges and cooperation in all fields.”  Anyone 
who knew Dirk, including the people of Handan, 
knew that he was loyal and faithful. It’s hard to find 
genuine people like Dirk Voetberg. He would listen 
to people, to issues, and try to come up with solu-
tions, whether here or abroad. 

On a personal note, and many of us had this experi-
ence, Dirk took great delight in sharing his appre-
ciation for global culture and cuisine. In fact, he in-
troduced several council members and spouses to 

one of those cultural experiences at the Marrakesh 
Restaurant in DC one evening.  It was an entirely 
new experience for all of us except Dirk, who sat 
there smiling at our reactions to belly dancers who 
performed as our group ate each course with our 
fingers from a communal bowl!  On another occa-
sion, he introduced Deb and me to a favorite Thai 
restaurant of his where Deb, who loves homemade 
egg noodles, decided to try the noodle dish offered 
on the menu. This later became a standing joke 
between them because when Deb was served and 
she proceeded to take a bite, her face contorted 
and she returned the noodles to the dish and im-
mediately slid it over to Dirk, noting they were quite 
“aromatic.”  Dirk of course went on to enjoy the noo-
dle dish along with its “aroma.”  

During Dirk’s treatment this fall when he returned 
for the Roshek Building Grand Opening, he lament-
ed to Deb about how the treatment had robbed 
him of his ability to enjoy food.  Deb promised him 
that when he was better…she would celebrate 
with him by googling where to order and then 
prepare and yes, even join him, in eating a dish of 
those “aromatic noodles.”  That brought a chuckle 
from Dirk…it was something to look forward to…
for both of them. 

When I’ve attended memorial services in the past, 
I’ve often heard the passage from the book of Rev-
elation, Chapter 21: “Then I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with [us.]  God will dwell with [us], and [we] shall 
be His people, and God Himself will be with [us]; He 
will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things 
have passed away.’”

Dirk’s legacy will live on through us.  For me, as 
one mentored by Dirk as a newcomer to public 
service, and as one whose own world was ex-
panded through his knowledge and broad life ex-
periences, his legacy was really that he remained 
true to his sole purpose as a city leader…being of 
service to others, to his community.  I believe that 
service was fundamentally motivated by Dirk’s 
deep desire to do his part to create that “new Jeru-
salem” described by the author of Revelation.  That 
place where, literally, God would be with us, and 
we would be with God; where there would be no 
more pain, or anguish, or mourning or tears be-
cause these former things have passed away; for-
mer things like racism, and sexism, and discrimina-
tion, and cultural misunderstanding.

Dirk returned to public service, because he wanted 
to find ways to do even more…because that “new 
Jerusalem” had not yet been completed.  Dirk 
served with a dignity and honesty that commanded 
respect.  The Dubuque community has lost a tireless 
advocate and critical thinker.  Yet we are better be-
cause of his presence among us.  I think Dirk might 
conclude with… “I’ve done my bit.  I’ve enjoyed it.  
Now do yours.  There’s still more building to do...”

A Tribute to Dirk Voetberg  
  by mayor roy d. buol

{ buol on dubuque } sorry for the small text. we didn’t want to cut anything!
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{ riverview center / dyersville st. pats. } team elliot kind of took over this whole issue..

Every day we witness the positive and negative 
behaviors of others. As bystanders, we each 
have a choice: be a passive bystander who 
allows negative acts to occur and is unaffected 
by positive ones, or be an active bystander who 
questions those behaviors that aren’t construc-
tive, aren’t respectful, and who reinforces posi-
tive behavior that shows respect for yourself 
and others. We are all role models and mentors 
for our children, siblings, friends and coworkers; 
let’s make sure we’re positive ones.

Turning Grief Into Good  
On September 19, 2006 Sarah and Nick Ryan 
welcomed twins, a son and daughter, into the 
world. Born ten weeks prematurely due to 
preeclampsia, Addison weighed 3 lbs. 4 oz. and 
Elliott just 2 lbs. 3 oz. The complications from this 
premature birth led to a series of surgeries and 
setbacks. Sixteen days after he was born, Elliott 
passed away surrounded by his loving family. It 

was on that day that Sarah and Nick “vowed to 
turn grief into good.” Sixty five days later, Addi-
son was able to come home with her family. 

March of Dimes “Team Elliott”  
In an effort to ensure that other parents do not 
experience a similar loss, Sarah and Nick cre-
ated “Team Elliott” and became involved with 
the March of Dimes, an organization founded 
by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1938 
to defeat the epidemic disease polio. Following 
the eradication of polio, the March of Dimes 
shifted its mission to improve the health of 
babies by preventing birth defects, premature 
birth, and infant mortality.

Every year Team Elliott takes part in the March 
for Babies event. And every year Team Elliott has 
grown. In fact, the past three years it has been 
the #1 team in the state of Iowa for fundraising. 
When asked what makes the team so successful, 
Sarah shared that it is the “incredible support of 
family, friends and our community.” Sarah has 
a true passion for the cause and has definitely 
achieved her goal of turning grief into good.

March for Babies Event  
When you walk in March for Babies, you give 
hope to the more than half a million babies 
born too soon each year. The money you raise 
supports programs in your community that 
help moms have healthy, full-term pregnan-
cies. And it funds research to find answers to 
the problems that threaten our babies. The 
March of Dimes has been walking since 1970 
and has raised $2 billion to benefit all babies.

Dubuque’s March for Babies event will be held 
at 9am on April 16th, 2011 at Eagle Point Park. 
Learn more about Team Elliott on Facebook.

Dyersville  
St. Patrick’s Day Events  

The Gaelic Gallop, an  8K run 
and 2K walk will start at 10:30 
am at the Total Fitness Rec 
Center.  For more informa-

tion, contact the Total Fitness Rec Center 
at 563-875-2727 or visit them online at  
www.totalfitnessdyersville.com.

Ride the Shamrock bike ride:  This annual 
event will kick off at the beginning of the 
Heritage Trail.  This ride is usually 17 miles 
round trip.  For more information, contact 
Lyle Theisen at 563-875-9405.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade:  The Ancient Order 
of Hibernians will sponsor the St. Pat’s 
parade beginning at 1:30 pm from the 
St. Francis Xavier parking lot.  Anyone can 
enter and there is no entry fee.  Prizes are 
given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place floats and 
costumes.  To sign up, contact the Cham-
ber office at 563-875-2311. The Dyersville St. 
Patty’s day parade is practically legendary. 
Maybe it’s hanging out at the bars before 
and after that is the legendary part, Either 
way, if there’s a place to be during the day 
in St. Pat’s (at least on the day when they’re 
choosing to celebrate the holiday) that 
place is Dyersville. But be sure to take a des-
ignated driver. Seriously!

 12
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Dear Trixie:  
My new boyfriend has been acting 
strangely. We used to see each other or 
at least talk every day but now he disap-
pears for hours or days and won’t answer 
his phone. When I reach him he is vague 
about where he’s been. I’ve even gone by 
his house and his car is there and I can 
see him moving around inside but he 
won’t answer the door. Do you think he’s 
seeing someone else? I could just die!  
--In Agony In Epworth

Dear Agony::  
Maybe he’s not cheating. Maybe he 
just has a secret drug problem. Hang in 
there.

Dear Trixie:  
I really like this girl named Twyla. 
She’s so pretty I have trouble form-
ing words when I’m around her. I just 
stand there tripping over my tongue 
and breathing so hard I feel like I might 
pass out. I love to say her name. Twyla. 
Twyla, Twyla!  What should I do? 
--Nick on 9th Street

Dear Nick on 9th Street:  
You should go to the nearest bar and 
drink shots until they make you leave. 
Then call her. There is nothing a woman 
likes more than a surprise phone call in 
the middle of the night from an inebri-
ated admirer. I miss those days.

Dear Trixie:  
I sweat so much that I have actually 
ruined my clothes. The colors run down 
my arms and it causes me great anxi-
ety. The dry cleaners are embarrassed 
when they see me coming.They told 
me not to come back because they 

can’t get the smell out of their shop.  
Why is this happening? Help! 
--Anonymous Woman

Dear Woman:  
One reason is anxiety. Worrying about 
under arm odor causes anxiety which 
causes more sweating which causes 
more odor. Have you considered moving 
to France?

Dear Trixie:  
I’m going into 10th grade in September 
and I have no friends. I wish I had just one 
good friend. What am I doing wrong?  
--Patty In Peosta

Dear Patty in Peosta:  
I sometimes wish I had a friend until I think 
about  how much energy it takes to be 
nice and act like I care . And all that per-
fectly good money wasted on Christmas 
and birthday cards-- I think all I really need 
is a dog, a crock of ice cream and cable TV.

Dear Trixie:  
I think I’ve made a huge mistake. I had 
a baby 3 months ago and my husband 
wants to have another one right away. 
I am freaking out. All this baby does is 
scream and soil himself. He’s hungry- 
he screams. He’s tired- he screams. He 
likes to do the loudest screaming after 
we’ve finally fallen asleep. I’ve tried to 
soothe him by singing soft songs or 
snuggling with him but the minute I put 
him down he starts screaming again.  
The doctor says he’s not sick.  
Help! What can I do?   
--Mommie Dearest

Dear Mommie Dearest:  
Divorce him.

{ 101 things to do / dr. skrap’s horoscopes } trixie’s going from columnist to author, stay tuned!

Aries 3/21-4/19  
You feel hope when you hear 
that Canada’s Radio Act, which 

requires that a licenser may not broadcast 
any false or misleading news has kept out-
lets like Fox News out of Canada. Then you 
remember that in your country Fox is the #1 
source of peoples “news” and you are sad 
again. It might be time to brush up on your 
metric system.

Taurus  4/20-5/20   
You can deal with it being cold 
and gross for a few more days 

but it better get nice out by the time girls 
decide what to wear on St. Patty’s day or 
your going to very upset.

Gemini  5/21-6/21  
The only thing saltier than 
your movie theater popcorn 

these days is you dress shoes from walking 
through the streets of downtown Dubuque. 
Time to start sneaking apples into the the-
ater and a trip to the mall for the ladies and 
a stop at Graham’s for the guys.

Cancer  6/22-7/22  
When they said to let your freak 
flag fly, they weren’t referring to 

the one with the big NCC-1701 embroidered 
on it. It was more of a philosophical call to 
action. But, whatever.

Leo  7/23-8/22  
After more intensive study, it 
appears that fudge is indeed 

your friend. But that lying pair of pants has 
simply got to go!

Virgo  8/23-9/22  
Just put the golf clubs away you 

friggin’ nutcase, you look desperate. Get a 
Wii already. Maybe brush up on your Caddy-
shack quotes. But if you start quoting Cad-
dyshack II, get the clubs back out.

Libra  9/23-10/22  
If you are looking to accomplish 
anything productive in Galena 

after 5 p.m. before Thursday, just forget it. 
Why not just lock yourself out of you house. 
It’ll take the same about of time to finally get 
back to your couch and you’ll save all that 
gas money.

Scorpio 10/23-11/21  
If God didn’t want you to eat that 
animal, he wouldn’t have put 

that big bone in there to hang onto while 
you gnaw. It’s commun religious doctrine. 
Plus, why else would he have created KC 
Masterpiece? Look it up.

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21  
It’s only been a few short years 
but a recent throwback enter-

tainment experience makes you wonder 
how the hell you put up with VHS for 20 
years? That was just cruel and inhuman.

Capricorn  12/22-1/19  
Make friends with a large liberal 
co-hort while protesting in Madi-

son this weekend. You’ll eventually either 
need the heat of the cover if bullets start 
flying.

Aquarius 1/20-2/18  
As a good loyal Republican, 
you’ve grown very tired of read-

ing stupid fake horoscopes with a liberal 
bent every time you pick up the paper. It’s 
actually not the liberal thing thats goading 
you. You’re actually just angry that the writer 
has usurped your penchant for warping the 
reality around you on your own.

Pisces  2/19-3/20  
The recent spike in gas prices has 
you thinking of starting to walk 

to work, but then you remember that walk-
ing is for people with too many DUI’s.
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