











trixie kitsch’s bad advice

Dear Trixie:

What do you do when you have a cheap friend
who scams free meals from you? | have an old
college buddy who will do almost anything
to get out of paying for dinner. Two or three
times a month a group of us get together
and go out for cocktails and dinner. We are all
professional people and we go to pretty nice
restaurants. This friend, (I'll call him Shane) is
very charming and funny. He has found at
least 4 ways to get out of paying his share of
the tab. Once he said he left his wallet in the
car and it took him 23 minutes to retrieve it.
Of course by then we had settled up the bill
and were ready to leave. Another time he had
an important call to take and he and his cell
phone disappeared. Then there was the time
he claimed he had gotten a new wallet and
accidentally grabbed the old empty one from
his dresser by mistake. Tonight he used his old
standby: order the most expensive item, eat
it and then hide in the bathroom until some-
one else pays the check. | will admit that we
are not a very confrontational group because
no one wants to call him on his behavior. It's
embarrassing enough that we just pay and say
nothing. What can we do? - Beta Brother

Dear Beta Brother:

Since passivity is the core trait in your group
dynamic you should do what you do best:
nothing. Try to look upon Shane as a type of
hired actor whose job is to infuse your din-
ners with a unique brand of performance
art. Bring a stopwatch and you could lay
bets on how many minutes Shane will
spend in the bathroom. The cost for the
entertainment is one meal.

Dear Trixie:

| have to watch every single calorie that goes
into my body and run at least 2 miles a day to
maintain my figure. To me food is an enemy.
Unfortunately | am required by my job to
attend many cocktail parties where delicious
tidbits are being proffered. | am constantly
being tempted to “just try a taste” of cheese-
cake or other fatty treat by my co-workers.
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“One little bite won't hurt,” they say. But it
will hurt. If I let down my guard | am afraid |
will start ravenously gobbling everything in
sight and lose the ability to control myself. Is
there a polite way to say ‘No’ without dam-
aging my job and jeopardizing the tenuous
hold on my will power - Fit Not Fat

Dear Fit:
No.

Dear Trixie:

I 'am 40 years old and my biological clock
is ticking. | have always thought | wanted
to be a mother---someday. Now | need to
make a decision. My boyfriend doesn't care
one way or another because he already has
3 kids. How can | know if this is the right
thing to do ? - Maryjo Habberkorn

Dear Maryjo:

Ask yourself the following questions:

if date night starts with doing the dishes, you're doing it wrong.
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not covered in vomit or saliva?

r %P zZzPV MJLF UP TMFF

and not be awakened periodically
by high-decibel screaming?
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If you answered ‘yes'to any of these questions
thenyou should not have a baby. Just because
you are physically capable of bearing a child
does not mean you are going to be a good
mother. Some people are just not meant to
be parents and | will further state that a man
who is so ambivalent about increasing the
population should have an immediate vasec-
tomy. Stay single, stay happy.

Dear Trixie:

I am having my first fancy dinner party next
Sunday. There will be four courses and dessert.
I know the bread plate is placed at the upper
left corner opposite the wine glass. Where
does the salad bowl go? - Misty Glacker

Dear Misty:
Directly under the salad.
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dr. skrap’s useless horoscopes
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PUZZLE ANSWERS From page 28.

Where Are We?: Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens

What's the Difference?
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no way we're falling for the ol 13th astrological sign trick!

SKRAPS

COMPLETELY
WORTHLESS

Aries 3/21-4/19
= Soon you will eat asparagus.
Later, when you have forgotten,
you will be reminded ... oh yeah,
| ate asparagus.

Taurus 4/20-5/20
~_ Surveys reveal that the majority
of people who make New Year’s
resolutions fail before the end
of January. Good for you! You've avoided
failure by realizing just how awesome you
already arel Yeah, tell yourself that a few
more times.

7@ Gemini 5/21-6/21
“ Somebody asked you what you
got for Christmas and already

you can't remember, yet you're still paying
the credit card bills for the traditional holiday
gift-buying. Consider knitting or finding fre-
inds and a family that give better stuff. Per-
haps a mistress or sugar daddy?

Cancer 6/22-7/22
- You have a right to be frustrated
i-’""a that you've come down with your
second massive head cold of the

season. That does not mean you own the TV
remote though.

Leo 7/23-8/22
i Your Facebook friends begin to
u ignore you since the birth of your
1 child and your subsequent new
position as publicist for your child. We get it.

She’s cute. Why don't you start playing Farm-
ville and make this split easier our our part.

Virgo 8/23-9/22
= With the kerfuffle in the astrologi-
cal community about the change
e in signs and what your sign might
really be you are reconsidering the science
behind astrology. Oh ye of little faith. Start
using the word kerfuffle.

Libra 9/23-10/22

You're somewhat shocked and
slightly horrified to learn that
your boyfriend looks at internet
porn. You are somewhat relieved when you
remember ... oh yeah, he’s a guy. Besides,
show me a Google search term that does not
bring up porn!

Scorpio 10/23-11/21
:T‘I You are probably wondering if
] you are now supposed to be a
‘ Scorpio or a Ophiuchus. There will
be a 13th horoscope here when | write it with
my cold dead hand. Rest easy Scorpio. Rest easy,
my friend.

Sagittarius 11/22-12/21
' Cabin Fever is setting in. You feel
T‘M"- like you have to escape. Go shovel
W the driveway for a while. Cabin
Fever will disappear in no time.

Capricorn 12/22-1/19
A Insomnia is preventing you from
getting a good night's sleep.
ii You're tired and cranky during
the day. But you always have been, so no big
deal there.

Aquarius 1/20-2/18
. You've changed internet provid-
Vg ers to outwit the bastards only
to have your new provider not
work either. Fool me twice, shame on... the

guy you're going to beat to death with your
laptop.

Pisces 2/19-3/20

. Your old habit our curling up
m with a good book while enjoy-
ing a lice long soak in the tub

needs to be re-evaluated now that you
are on your third Kindle. Try putting it in a
ziplock bag or just get out of the damn tub
already pruneface!
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Find today’s specials and
hot deals ONLINE where
you ALREADY GO anyway!
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Find StreetJaow embeds
on your favorite tri-state
Web-sites right now!
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Browse the most

relevant category fips
for the time of day...

&-FAM: Restaurants

7-11AM: Organizations,
Government, Education

m— - 1AM -1PM: Restaurants

1-2 PM: Shopping &
Services, Lodging

3-4 PM: Entertainment
& Recreation

4-10 PM: Restaurants & Bars
10PM-2 AM: Bars
2-6 AM: All Tip

To get your tips on all of these great sites and more or to get the same valuvable
embeded Iinformationon your site to increase your visitor's experience for FREE,
a-mall info@dubuqueldsts.com today or all 563-588-43465.and make it happenl






