


We’ve hidden 365’s WANDO somewhere  
in this issue of Dubuque365ink.
Can you find the master of movies buried 
within these pages? Hint: He’s tiny! Good 
Luck! Winners get a free warm fuzzy!
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You were originally going to be presented 
with a powerful, profound and moving 
commentary on the future of Dubuque’s 
political, business and economic future 
with this edition of the Inkubator. But I ap-
parently scared the hell out of those who 
worry about paying the bills, so instead I’m 
going to do the “safe” thing and dance like 
a monkey for you yet again. I’ll change the 
cultural landscape of Dubuque in a later 
issue.

Now, I want to let you in on the greatest 
literary idea of the Millennia. It is a mas-
terful combination of humor, education 
and a cook book all rolled into one. I call 
it “Add Bacon and Cheese to Taste.” It’s a 
culinary coffee table sized insight into your 
soul and your appetite,  Now, this is not a 
new idea. My friends know I’ve been work-
ing on this gem of an idea for some time 
now. Almost as long as my plan for large 
scale religious outlet called the Jesus Christ 
Superstore. But that would require a much 
larger investment and I’d have to get up 
early everyday.

The concept is simple. Cre-
ate the greatest cookbook 
of all time featuring reci-
pes that contain bacon, 
cheese, or if you’re lucky... 
both! But here’s the kicker. 
I list the amount of every 
ingredient in the dish ex-
cept for, wait for it... bacon and cheese. 
You lucky devil. You get to add as much of 
each of those two magical ingredients as 
you like until it meets the meal you picture 
in your dreams. Just imagine it. Pasta, pota-
toes, meatloaf and more. A thousand reci-
pes, all made perfect because some stuffy, 
health conscious nitwit isn’t telling you to 
stop at a quarter cup of shredded cheese. I 
mean, I’ll eat the two strips of bacon that 
come with my breakfast but only because 
you didn’t give me six. If you gave me six, 
I’d eat six. For goodness sake it’s bacon, na-
tures candy.

And I’d have a lot more than just recipes. 
I’d break up the recipe categories, you 
know, entrees, desserts, with chapters con-

taining insights into life from the perspec-
tive of a bacon and cheese loving mid-
westerner. Many know of America’s corn 
belt and wheat belt that cuts through the 
heartland. But what about the mayonnaise 
belt? The lucky portion of the contiguous 
48 that celebrate the many daily uses for 
mayonaise in everyday life. There’s truly 
deep philosophy to be investigated there. 
I’d include mayonaise in my title, but in all 
honesty, there IS such thing as too much 
mayo. But there’s never such thing as too 
much bacon and cheese. And then there’s 
the debate that may have secretly started 
the first world war. No, not the murder of 
Archduke Ferdinand. I mean the feud over 
which is better, mayo or Miracle Whip®? I 
know we don’t see eye to eye on the topic 
in my own home. It’s not pretty.

We can make it a group effort. Everyone can 
submit not only their greatest protein laden 
menu favorites, but they can also share 
their social and cultural insights which a 
life of bacon and cheese eating has led 

them to understand. There’s 
reason the words “fat” and 
“happy” are so often lumped 
together, such as “Bryce is 
fat and happy”. Even those 
skinny ones among us in 
America’s Dairyland are fat 
somewhere. In their heart or 
in their head. Yes, I’m pretty 
sure there are a fair amount 

of fatheads in the region. And I’ll guarantee 
right now that we never elect a vegan to 
be president. There’s no way they’re happy. 
They’re sure to set the spark off and we will 
all be blown away as the Kingston Trio so 
aptly put it.

If someone out there want’s to co-write the 
book with me and take on the duties of 
compiling all the gems of wisdom, mostly 
my own, of course, I’m ready to begin the 
journey. Because it’s time we stopped feel-
ing bad about loving bacon. Because it’s 
time we say with one voice, “I’m from Iowa 
or Wisconsin or Illinois and I love cheese.” 
And because although a seven layer salad 
can only have seven layers, no one ever 
said how thick each layer has to be.
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Free fallin’
“If I could stand in an open airplane 
doorway two-and-a-half miles above 
the ground and will myself to step into 
empty space, then I could do anything.” 
- DAVE STEIN, How Winners Sell

By Ellen Goodmann

Heyo Tjarks said that when he began in 
the late 1960s, he and his friends were 
looked upon as outrageous. Ike LaSoya 
joined when he heard some of his mili-
tary buddies were driving up to Platte-
ville and doing it. A lot of them had just 
come from Special Forces. 

“People thought we were crazy,” Tjarks 
said. “They didn’t know why we were 
jumping out of perfectly good airplanes.” 

Tjarks and LaSoya knew. That’s why they 
kept returning to jump and why they, in 
a way, became pioneers of what would 
one day be called an extreme sport: Sky-
diving. 

“Back then it was called “parachuting,” 
LaSoya said. 

Tjarks said that to “parachute,” he and 
friends would have to find an airport, an 
airplane and a pilot to get airborne. 

“There was no real organization,” he 
said. “Today, it has evolved into a very 
safe, very enjoyable activity.”

In fact, over the past 30 years skydiving 
has not only exploded in popularity into 
a club sport, but it has become a life 
landmark and even a coming of age for 
many generations. 

Tjarks and LaSoya are founders of Tri-
State Skydivers, a Lancaster-based skydiv-
ing club that serves the Tri-State area and 
is the hotspot for many area residents’ 
first jumps and club memberships.

Natalee Shalk, 18, of Muscaday, Wis., 
showed up at Tri-State Skydivers bursting 
with anticipation for her first jump and 
her 18th birthday. It was a birthday gift 
from her brother. (She’s the one scream-
ing on the cover of 365ink.)

“It was amazing,” Shalk said. “It was the 
highlight of my life … when we were 
at about 1000 feet, one of the instruc-
tors jumped … and then when we got to 

about 
4 0 0 0 
feet and the 
doors opened 
– reality set in.”

Here’s a play-by-play:

Get up in the morning … 
do whatever it is that you do. 
This includes eating foodstuffs. 
According to instructors, many 
people do not eat for fear that 
they’ll heave up their breakfasts 
… BUT you’re more prone to get 
sick with an empty, acid-y stom-
ach.

You’ll be asked to show up 45 
minutes early … fill out a waiver, 
watch a short video and get briefed 
by an instructor about airplane eti-
quette and how your body should look 
in free fall.

You will then strap on equipment and 
if you choose to get a video of yourself, 
you’ll go through a mini-interview with 
your videographer. 

Next up? Load up on the plane and 
watch some experienced jumpers dive 
before you. Then the big moment, walk 
to the edge with your tandem instructor 
… they’ll say “Are you ready to skydive?” 
Hopefully your answer is “YES!” seeing 
that you paid and you’re several thou-
sand feet in the air. Count. Jump. Keep 
your eyes open. Deploy canopy, descent 
to ground … the rest is history, and could 
possibly change your life. 

Shalk said that when it was time to jump, 
she was screaming her head off.  “It was 
totally worth every penny,” she said. “It 
was the ride of my life.”

For Cole Chapman, 18, of Dubuque, 
skydiving was the beginning of a new 
chapter in his life. Chapman watched 
a documentary about Jeb Corliss, 
a revolutionary skydiver, and “he 
became my idol,” Chapman said. 
He described Corliss as a man who 
seeks to conquer his fears … some-
thing that Chapman would like to do 
himself.
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A Personal Experience
  by 365’s Tanya Graves

Have you ever jumped off of an edge in 
your dreams and soared, finding your-
self first startled and then exhilarated? 

… It’s kind of like that.

Sitting against the door of a small air-
plane while it is speeding over the earth 
is already intimidating, but the sensory 
overload that you experience when the 
pilot hollers “prepare for the door!” is 
close to indescribable. 

The propeller is blasting at 80 knots as it 
hits your face. You’re about to hurl your-
self toward the earth from 10,500 feet in 
the air and you’re relying on a relatively 
small 120 square feet of fabric fastened 
to you by 40 lines. A harness begins to 
sink in. You’re actually going to jump. 

This is the part where you take a deep 
breath and unclench your butt cheeks. 
It’s intense … not horrifying. Skydiving 
is certainly not for the faint of heart. 
Mind over matter is very important. You 
are ignoring every atom in your body 
screaming at you to not jump and you 
have no other choice than to take the 

plunge in order to understand the 
beauty of floating through the atmo-
sphere.

I began skydiving when I was 19. It 
was never a question in my mind as to 
whether I would follow in my father’s 
footsteps. He had been a civilian sky-
diver since his return from Vietnam and 
was one of the original free spirits that 
founded Tri-State Skydivers. My first 
jump is as vivid to me as if it were yes-
terday.

After the arrival to the airport, I was in-
troduced to my instructors, fitted for my 
equipment, briefed about the dive (after 
having trained with Dad for four hours 
prior) and stood by the airplane giving 
the peace sign to the photographer. My 
heavily permed, moussed and sprayed 
hair was not blowing in the wind of the 
propeller. It was 1989.

At this point, I could describe to you 
the tunnel vision I had when walking 
toward the plane; the delirium I felt as 
the door was opened when we arrived 
on jump run. I could admit that instead 
of arching off the step of the plane, I did 
three back flips. I could talk about the 

                   Continued on page 31
Continued on page  31

I do believe that’s Wando!
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Big muddy
Don’t forget to bust down to the river-
front on August 31 for the Living Lands 
and Waters (a Moline, Ill.–based not-
for-profit) Mississippi River cleanup. 

The very hip and fabulous organization 
is also hosting an educational work-
shop on August 30 called “The Missis-
sippi River: Past and Present,” which 
will teach the audience about the river 
by discussing changes that the river has 
been through. Kind of like when your 
voice changed … but on a much grand-
er, more complex level. 

Come to one … come to both … lend a 
hand to the fragile, beautiful and mighty 
Mississippi.  Register at livinglandsand-
waters.org and select “Dubuque Clean-
up.” Sign up an entire group. All volun-
teers are asked to meet at the gazebo at 
the Port of Dubuque Riverwalk at 5:30 
p.m. and eventually everyone will get 
in a Living Lands and Waters boat and 
head to a site to remove stupid dirty 
garbage and giant ugly things. Rain? No 
sweat. Unless lighting or strong winds 
hit, the show goes on.  Wear shoes that 
you can basically trash. For more info, 
e-mail beth@livinglandsandwaters.org 
or call 309-236-6661.

Tap your 
inner senior …
Here’s the cool thing about living in 
the Midwest. We can do things that are 
typically unacceptable before you retire 
… like going on big band lunch cruises 
on Wednesdays. In fact, you might en-
joy four hours of pure relaxation, old-
timey music and comfort food more 
than anybody else in the world.

So, take the day off on Wednesday, 
August 30, for the Big Band Cruise on 
the Celebration Belle. The boat takes 
off from Dubuque at 10:30 a.m. and 
returns at 3 p.m. Can you say Bloody 
Marys in the sun? You’ll be entertained 
by big band music and be served a 
two, count ‘em, two-entrée lunch buf-
fet. Oh, and they top the day off with 
a fountain full of shrimp. For more in-
formation, call 1-800-297-0034 or visit 
www.celebrationbelle.com.

Opening Celebration 
Saturday, September 2

Art on the River, a new public art ini-
tiative by the City of Dubuque, is set to 
debut Saturday, September 2, at the Port 
of Dubuque.  The opening celebration, 
scheduled from 10:30 a.m. to noon that 
day near the intersection of 5th and Bell 
Streets, is free and open to the public 
and will feature refreshments and fam-
ily entertainment.  Guests will be able 
to view the nine sculptures installed at 
various locations in the port area, as 
well as meet the artists.  

Modeled after similar projects in other 
cities, Art on the River is a public sculp-
ture project that will feature different art-
work each year.  Artists submit proposals 
for consideration by a jury.  Selected art-
work is commissioned for construction, 
with the artists receiving a small stipend 
from the City of Dubuque.  The artwork 
must remain on display throughout the 
year, but is for sale to private buyers.  In 
May, at the end of the display period, the 
artwork will be auctioned at a special 
event, with the city receiving 25 percent 
of the sale price, which will then be re-
invested in funding and sustaining the 
Art on the River program.  The remain-
ing income from the sale of work, or any 
unsold artwork, will return to the artists.  
Each year, a new series of proposals will 
be considered for display.  

From a pool of 38 applications for art-
work, submitted by 21 artists from eight 
states this May, a panel of jurors con-
ducted an anonymous review, recom-
mending nine pieces for installation.  
This year’s jury consisted of Edwin Ritts, 

director of the Dubuque Museum of 
Art; Michelle Robinson, curator of col-
lections and exhibitions at the Figge Art 
Museum in Davenport; and Sean Ulmer, 
curator of collections and exhibitions at 
the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art.  The 
nine works recommended by the jury 
were reviewed by both the Art on the 
River Committee and the Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs Advisory Commission, with 
both groups in agreement with the jury’s 
selections.  The City Council approved 
the recommended artwork in June.  

Of the eight artists selected to pro-
duce work this year, three are from 
Dubuque – John Anderson-Bricker, Gail 
Chavenelle and Tom Gibbs.  The other 
five are from Midwestern states, includ-
ing Mike Helbing of Berwyn, Illinois; 
Lynette Power of Winona, Minnesota; 
Stephanie Sailer of Lawrence, Kansas; 
Michael Spoerl of Sherrill, Iowa; and 
Bounnak Thammavong of Lawrence, 
Kansas.  Chavenelle had two proposed 
pieces selected for installation.  

The Art on the River program is an arts 
initiative of the City of Dubuque.  The 
program is coordinated by a sub-com-
mittee of the City’s Arts and Cultural 
Affairs Advisory Commission, which in-
cludes local artists and educators, repre-
sentatives from the Dubuque Museum of 
Art and city staff. The budget for the pro-
gram, approved by the City Council, is 
$300,000 over the next 10 years.  Local 
sculptor and Art on the River committee 
member Gene Tully has said, “The Art 
on the River project will strengthen the 
vibrant arts movement of our commu-
nity and it will help present Dubuque as 
a desirable cultural destination.”  

The city plans to host other special 
events during the course of the year to 
promote public art and the potential 
sale of Art on the River sculptures.  For 
more information on Art on the River, 
contact Assistant City Manager Cindy 
Steinhauser or Neighborhood Devel-
opment Specialist Jerelyn O’Connor at 
563-589-4110.

Young Professionals  
 Kickoff Luncheon
The Dubuque Area Chamber of Com-
merce and NICC Town Clock Center for 
Professional Development are hosting 
a kickoff luncheon for YP Dubuque – a 
new addition to organizations for area 

young professionals who are between 
the ages of 20 and 40 to join. Speak-
ing at the luncheon will be Rebecca 
Ryan, a Madison-based consultant 
who speaks at many young profession-
al events across the country. The lun-
cheon is sponsored by Eagle Window 
and Door.  For more info, call Meghan 
Hackett at 563-690-5219.

Building a beautiful  
(historically accurate) 
future
As one of the oldest cities on the Missis-
sippi River with astoundingly beautiful 
architecture and a passion for history, it 
is fitting this year that Dubuque is set to 
host the annual statewide conference of 
the Iowa Historic Preservation Alliance 
on the weekend of September 15 and16.  
The IHPA conference presents a unique 
and cool series of workshops, educa-
tional sessions, receptions and tours that 
are all about preservation and pretty-fi-
cation of historic resources. This year the 
association will also announce its list of 
“Iowa’s Most Endangered Properties.” 

Keynote speakers are: Sam Erickson, 
VP/Co-Founder of Community Hous-
ing Initiatives, board member for Iowa 
Great Places and member of the Coun-
cil for Housing Persons with Disabili-
ties. Also, Julie Schlarman, a professor 
at Simpson College and an internation-
al lecturer, will present on the “New 
Urbanism Movement”  -- from Main 
Street projects to downtown revitaliza-
tion and sympathetic rehab. Check out 
the Sept. 7 issue of 365ink for an in-
depth interview with Schlarman. 

Conference registration is open to 
anyone. Registration forms are avail-
able at Dubuque’s Planning Ser-
vices Department. Call 563-589-
4210, fax 563-589-4210 or email  
planning@cityofdubuque.org.
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1. What is the terminal velocity of a hu-
man being falling in an arched position?
A. 120 MPH
B. 150 MPH
C. Faster than a speeding bullet.
D. Fast enough to make your cheeks 
flap uncontrollably.

2. The term “tandem” refers to:
A. A dance of wild skydiving gypsies.
B. The type of tires on your car.
C. A news agency in Italy.
D. The way of arranging two compo-
nents to travel, one behind the other.

3. The first person in recorded history 
to parachute was:
A. Leonardo Da Vinci in 1475
B. Andrew Garnerin 1797
C. Faust Vrancic in 1617
D. Jean Pierre Blanchard in 1793

4. What is the airspeed of an unladen 
swallow?
A. It depends on whether it is a South 
African or a European swallow.
B. Only a king would know that answer.
C. 35 MPH
D. Ask Tim Brechlin.

5. More skydiving accidents in 2006 
have occurred in:
A. United States    B. Africa
C. Europe    D. Canada

6. The record for the most skydivers in 
one formation is:
A. 400    B. 50    C. 725    D. 99.5

7. Skydiving in the rain is painful because:
A. A skydiver is falling at 120 MPH…
hitting anything would be painful.
B. The pointy end of the raindrop is 
what you hit first.
C. It means that there will be no more 
skydiving that day.

8. In the U.S. Parachute Association 
there are _______ registered skydivers:
A. 1,000,000    B. 34,000
C. 12,000    D. 60,000

9. The most common reaction to jump-
ing out of a perfectly good airplane is:
A. Laughing uncontrollably
B. Squeezing your butt cheeks
C. Kicking and swimming
D. All of the above

10. Women make up what percentage 
of skydivers?
A. 20%    B.50%    C.15%    D. 4%

Answers on page 31.

More than just a horse,
of course, of course.
Don’t forget … tickets are on sale for 
the world famous Lipizzaner Stallions 
AS WE SPEAK. The big, bad, beauti-
ful horses are coming to Five Flags on 
Sept. 24 to perform feats that they were 
trained to do at the world-renowned 
Spanish Riding School of Vienna.

Many of the horses and riders who 
appear in this 36th anniversary edi-
tion were selected by producer Gary 
Lashinsky—who will perform in the 
show on Sept. 24. Twenty-five million 
people have cheered on these rippling 
stallions. They resemble your rippling, 
sinewy biceps. 

Show times are at 2 and 6 p.m. Tickets 
range from $20-$24.50 and go on sale 
Thursday, August 24. Saddle up and 

head to Five Flags Center Box Office 
for tickets … or go to www.ticketmas-
ter.com … or call 557-8497.

The old Billy Barooo!
Bricktown and Roosters kick off their annual Golf Outing 
on September 8, 2006.

Here’s the day’s lineup: Shotgun start at noon, hole 
events, additional skins games, special games at every 
par 3, a chip and put contest, prizes, $250 per team, 4 

players per team, delicious din din at B-town, a 
party at The Deep, fun fun fun.

To sign up, call 563-582-0696 or e-mail 
laura@bricktowndubuque.com.

Wander into Bricktown for Live on Main 
Comedy on Saturday, Sept. 23, for the one 
and only Pauly Shore of dumb-ass com-
edy and MTV fame. He’s been known 
to act (Son-in-Law, Bio-Dome, Encino 
Man, 2005 video release and huge 
cult hit Pauly Shore is Dead), perform 
stand-up and voice-overs and write and 
perform comedy. He’s the son of Mitzi 
Shore, founder of the Los Angeles Com-
edy Club and has won various ridiculous 
awards for, well, ridiculousness.  He’s been 
involved lately in reality shows, dating Kyle 
Minogue (in ’97) and promoting his 2005 
movie. 

Shore is hitting the shores of the Mississippi in less 
than a month (“Middle America! Middle America!”) 
and you know you want to catch the dude you loved 
on Totally Pauly in the ‘90s.  

There will be two shows, one at 7:30 p.m. and the 
second at 10 p.m. Tickets are $30 in advance and 
available at etix.com.
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Readings Under the  
Influence III:  
This time it’s personal
After vacationing in the south of France, Nebraska 
and most of the nation’s major tourist attractions in 
July, your favorite raucous, beautiful and moving 
monthly artistic, literary and social event is back. 
“Readings Under the Influence III: This time it’s per-
sonal” will supply the audience with more brilliant 
performers like local slinky musicians Old Panther to 
word-warlock casethejoint. To see, hear and feel the 
literary love, you must roll down to the Busted Lift on 
Tuesday, August 29, from 8 to 11 p.m. 

Joe Tower, who gave birth to RUI in an elevator, says 
that the audience can expect fancier shots and more 
well-coiffed hairdos. “The audience can expect fan-
cier shots and more well-coiffed hairdos,” he said. 

A brief RUI re-cap? A few performers are selected 
for an evening of audience-focused entertainment. 
Wordsmiths, ranging from poets and storytellers to 
stand-up comics and hip-hop artists, take the stage 
for a short (we promise you – between 2 and 8 min-
utes) amount of time. Oh, but before they take the 
stage, they take a shot of their choice (no milk). They 
also take a shot afterwards. Each performer hits the 
stage a second time to ask the audience trivia ques-
tions that he/she selfishly conjures in regards to his/
her own literary and artistic experience and path. 
Prizes will be awarded to those who outsmart the 
question-asker. 

So come to the Lift and get personal with RUI trois 
on Tuesday, Aug. 29. It’s free. It’s also fab. 



8     DUBUQUE365ink   •   My teachers always said to color inside the lines.   •    24/7/365 @ DUBUQUE365.COM 

Outside The Lines Gallery 
Grand Re-Opening Celebration
409 Bluff Street 
Friday, September 8, 7-10 p.m. 
BY MIKE IRONSIDE

If Outside the Lines Gallery is named for painting past the 
parameters, owners Stormy Mochal and Connie Twining 
might need a broader brush to do it.  Actually, the two 
artists and gallery owners – not to mention a few friends 
– have already employed brushes and rollers to spruce up 
a new, larger space for the Bluff Street art gallery.  Outside 
the Lines Gallery will be moving from its current location, 
377 Bluff Street next to the Mississippi Mug, across 4th 
Street to 409 Bluff Street, a building known to many as the 
former home of The Gentry clothing store.  

To celebrate the move and the new space, Mochal and 
Twining will host a grand re-opening on Friday, Sep-
tember 8, from 7 to 10 p.m. The event will also 
serve as an artists’ reception for a special exhi-
bition by potters Rich and Liz Robertson and 
painter John Anderson-Bricker.  Beverages 
and hors d’oeuvres will be provided.  

The exhibition will be a new fea-
ture of the gallery, as Mochal 
and Twining take advantage 
of the expanded space.  
While the front room of 
the first floor will display 
the wide variety of paint-
ings, photography, pottery, jew-
elry, art glass, clothing and other 
unique handmade objects for 
which the gallery has become 
known, the second room will 
host bi-monthly exhibits of featured 
artists.  Exhibits will rotate, generally 
pairing work by a two-dimensional 
artist – painters, printmakers or photogra-
phers – with a three-dimensional artist – pot-
ters, sculptors or glass blowers.  The gallery 
plans on hosting opening receptions, most 
likely on the first Fridays of the month in which the ex-
hibit opens.  

A third room in the back will serve as storage, kitchen and 
reception preparation space.  The new space will provide 
a great deal more room than the gallery’s former home 
and is clearly an exciting change for the owners.  “We 
were almost busting at the seams three years ago when 
we first opened,” said Twining during a recent “painting 
party” organized to help prepare the space.  “Counting 
the new office space, which I was thrilled to have, it’s 
almost quadruple (the space). Every time I walk in here I 
get that ‘little kid’ excitement.”

Mochal is excited about the new space as well.  “It’s clos-
er to my original vision,” she said of the gallery space. 
“I’m really psyched about the corner location.  You can 
see everything going on out in the street.” 

The new gallery is equally 
exciting for Rich and Liz 
Robertson.  Not only will 
they be featured artists for 
the gallery’s first exhibi-
tion, but the couple recent-
ly became new owners of 
the building.  “For decades 
we had been looking,” said 
Rich Robertson, explaining 
the Asbury potters’ search 
for a building in Dubuque’s 
downtown. “We’ve looked 
at Lower Main, we looked 
in this neighborhood….”  
Until now, the couple nev-
er found the right kind of 
building in the right loca-
tion to fit the bill.  

“The thing that Liz and I have 
missed for years is Dubuque,” 
explained Robertson of their 

desire to invest downtown.  
Having lived and worked in their 
Asbury home and pottery studio 
for years, the Robertsons missed 

the vibrancy and historic nature of 
Dubuque’s downtown.  The couple 
worked with Ruth and Russ Nash 
to open the first gallery in the Bluff 
Street/Cable Car area, the original 
4th Street Gallery, over 35 years 
ago.  They fought an uphill battle 
in getting the area rezoned for 

mixed commercial and residen-
tial use – a situation that most 
now take for granted in an area 

lined with shops and boutiques.  Coincidental-
ly, or not so, being Dubuque, a younger Connie Twin-

ing worked at that same gallery.  

Finally finding the right building, the Robertsons ap-
proached Mochal and Twining to discuss the possibility of 
relocating Outside the Lines.  “They like the management 
style,” said Twining explaining the collaboration, “We’ve 
represented them (as artists) for three years.  It’s a match 
made in heaven.”  

The building and gallery owners have worked hard to re-
store the historic building and prepare it for its new use 
as a gallery.  Old carpet was torn up to reveal original 
hardwood floors.  The tin ceilings and walls have been 
painted to complement the gallery space.  “There’s some-
thing about resurrecting a historic space that feels … 
heartwarming,” said Liz Robertson. “It just feels right.”  

The Outside the Lines Gallery Grand Re-Opening Cel-
ebration is scheduled for Friday, September 8, from 7 to 
10 p.m.  For more information, visit the gallery Web site 
at www.otlag.com, or call 563-583-9343.
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NUNSENSATIONS!
The Bell Tower Theater (where you can do your 
two favorite things -- watch and eat) is bringing 
Nunsensations to Dubuque -- Vegas Style. Some 
fabulous, talented area nun-alikes are going to 
spice up Nunsense with the all new Las Vegas 
Revue of the show.

The original Nunsense was introduced more than 
20 years ago through Dan Goggin and the show 
has since then gone through six entries in a hilari-
ous, moving series. 

The premise of the show: 

One of their “devoted” parishioners has asked 
them to perform at his nightclub in Las Vegas. 
While the sisters decline at first, the $10,000 he 

offers to donate to the school convinces them to 
take their act on the road. 
 
Time are Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. and Sunday af-
ternoons at 3 p.m. thruogh September 23, with 
no performances on August 31, September 1, 2 & 
3. Tickets are just $15 for all performances. Din-
ner/Theater packages are available for all per-
formances for $35. To purchase tickets call 563-
588-3377 or visit www.belltowertheater.net.

   An evening of 

                Kubrick
Join the filmiest folks in town (the Dubuque Film 
Society) on Thursday evening, August 31, at the 
Carnegie-Stout Public Library for The Killing, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. The 1956 Stanley Kubrick clas-
sic stars Sterling Hayden and Coleen Gray and is 
a (say it with us with a French accent) crime noir 
classeeec about small-time crooks who plot a bold 
racetrack heist. Sounds strangely like you, eh? The 
film is an hour and 29 minutes long and is unrated. 
You know Stanley Kubrick because almost every 
movie he made is now a classic. Among his lofty 
list are: Spartacus, Lolita, Dr. Strangelove, 2001: 
A Space Odyssey, A Clockwork Orange, The Shin-
ing, Full Metal Jacket and Eyes Wide Shut. 

Kubrick was a filmmaking legend and a keen 
observer of humanity. He once said this: “The 
most terrifying fact about the universe is not that 
it is hostile, but that it is indifferent, but if we can 
come to terms with this indifference, then our ex-
istence as a species can have genuine meaning. 
However vast the darkness, we must supply our 
own light.”

So climb a few flights of 
stairs to the third floor 
conference room for a 
film, some popcorn and 
great discussion about a 
great filmmaker. It’s free. 
For more info, call 589-
4225 or check out the film 
society’s blog at dubuque-
filmsocity.blogspot.com.

A million visitors a year.
      Are you one of them?



We start with Tim’s Story...

A Time To Embrace
BY TIM TRENKLE

The rain slapped the nearby windows.  
I was shaking. The nurse brought warm 
blankets. The temperature outside was 
moving to ninety degrees; the humid-
ity had crashed into another wave of air 
that spilled rain on the glass doors like 
we were riding a flatboat on the Missis-
sippi. 

“How can I help?” she asked. 

“I’m okay,” I said.

“What about the pain?” she asked

“Oh, maybe a seven, I’ve had worse.”

“I’m going to get you something for that. 
I’ll be right back.”

She smiled, her deep eyes searched into 
my hurt and confusion. She patted her 
pockets as if she was looking for some-
thing, turned and walked to the other 
side of the emergency room curtain.  

Within an hour there was some trouble 
finding a vein and the doctor said, “You 
could put a broom in his veins…” Then 
she hit it right, apologized and frowned 
like she wanted to take the pain away.

I sat up on the Emergency Room table. 
The doctor had finished his questions. 
My wife sat next to me. I had just fin-
ished running five miles along the hilly 
bluffs of Shiras Avenue and Eagle Point 
Park in Dubuque. 

“We’re going to take you to X-ray,” the 
next nurse said and tucked the blanket 
around me. After we wheeled down the 
corridor, she stopped, turned and rolled 
me into the X-ray room.

“Stand over there, raise your arms,” the 
next nurse said as I raised and wrapped 
my arms along the flat space under the 
protruding metal filled with holes that 
draped the space.

“We have to do that again. You have big 
lungs,” she said, and I wondered what 
could be wrong. My next stop was room 
seven of intensive care at Finley Hospital. 
The nurse’s concern was palpable.  Pur-
pose was in these halls and with these 
kind faces and warm hearts. Frowns and 
movements intent to get closer, each 
nurse bending at the waist to listen and 
cocking an ear to hear.

“This will stick,” another said after I 
transferred from the gurney to the bed in 
room seven. Another needle.

I entered Finley on July 19. I rested till 
about 11 p.m. when the nurse walked in. 
I asked, “Did you get the results of the 
last blood test?”

“Yes,” she said. “It’s not good. The num-
ber was 2.8.” 

“What’s next?” I asked. 

“Tomorrow you go to Mercy for 
another test,” she answered. 

“Then, you may receive stents 
or other surgery. It depends on 
what the doctor finds.”

A wood octagon clock hung 
over a light above a small sink. 
A black RCA television hung 
at the ceiling edge next to the 
clock. Underneath, a chalk-
board with the date and the 
nurse’s name. Nearby a tan, 
covered cabinet with a warn-
ing about biohazard.
     
The machinery behind me 
blipped in green jagged lines 
and white jagged lines. Purple 
letters and numbers highlight-
ed the displays. Next to the 
machine behind my bed were 
stands that held drips and 
pumps to maintain the fluids 
entering the tubes, which me-
andered down into the needles 
stuck into my hand and arm.
     
This is where the nurses are 
striking. From the ground floor 
to the top corridor, they’re ask-
ing for more.

I don’t read the local paper. I saw the 
headline.
     
The news is about living. That’s the 
daily scenario at Dubuque’s hospitals. 
The news fails to inform about the care 
the nurses have in their hands, about 
the kindness they show after long days 
of emptying pans, pulling needles, dis-
carding towels, syringes and waste. The 
reporters haven’t been in the ICU or 
watched a tube drip liquids into an arm 
while a nurse looks, frowns, whispers 
and reaches out her hand.
      
Finley nurses cared between the strikes, TV 
shots, local reportage and interviews. They 
still do.  I’ve seen the headlines - intense 
and grabby – designed to sell papers. 
     
I rolled down the corridors as a patient, 
starting in the emergency room and mov-
ing into intensive care.
     
Did the nurses care? Many of them 
would do their job for nothing if that 
were a practical matter. They inspired, 
cajoled, encouraged and informed me 
in ways of medicine and spirit. After the 
tests showed I had had a heart attack the 
plan was simple and a nurse was with 
me for the whole journey.
      
The next morning, my tenth wedding an-
niversary, Doctor Timothy Martin went 
into my heart. “This is our tenth anni-
versary,” my wife said. “That’s all I care 
about. I had you for ten years.” 

“I’m not going anywhere. I love you…” I 
said from the gurney before surgery.

Doctor Martin found two clogged arteries. 
He placed two tubes near my heart. The 
next week, after the nurses in Finley’s Car-
diac Rehab monitored my exercise and 
took their measures during my scheduled 
visits, I stood in the crowd of 16,000 for 
the thirty-second annual Bix, in the heat, 
somewhere at the bottom of the Brady 
Street hill. I patted my shorts pocket where 
the grape-sized vial of nitroglycerin was 
and waited for the starting gun. A nurse 
had said to keep the nitro with me. It was 
nine days after heart surgery.

365ink will present this new feature, What’s Your Story? in every issue. Tim Trenkle, local 
writer and lover of people will report on individuals, events, businesses and other relevant, 
wonderful things happening in the area. Trenkle’s opinions do not necessarily reflect those 
of Dubuque365. Our opinion of Tim, though, is that he’s a pretty great guy.
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY
                                                      by Tim Trenkle

Tim readies to run the Bix just 9 days after 
his heart attack.

Continued on page 21



This Changes Everything
 BY Robert P. Gelms
 
The next time you walk into a book-
store, stop for a moment and let your 
eyes behold a miracle. What you are 
looking at is not only a supreme ex-
ample of the high wa-
termark in human in-
ventiveness but also a 
cultural eruption of such 
pervasive importance 
that you would have to 
come forward 600 years 
in time, to the inven-
tion and proliferation of 
the personal computer, 
to find anything that 
comes even remotely 
close to a valid com-
parison.
 
In 1999, the Arts and 
Entertainment Net-
work televised a pro-
gram dealing with the 
most important people of 
the millennium. Holding 
down first place as the most important 
person in the last 1,000 years was Jo-
hann Gutenberg.
 
The curious thing is that Gutenberg did 
not do what everyone thinks he did. It 
turns out that Johann did not invent ei-
ther movable type or the printing press. 
Moveable type was invented in China 
by Bi Sheng in 1045. As for the printing 
press, lots of presses were used in the 
mid-15th century. They were primar-
ily used for bookbinding in the print-
ing process and to crush grapes in the 
winemaking process.
 
What Gutenberg did do was to make 
movable type and the printing press, 
per se, a whole lot better. He took a 
lot of existing technological ideas and 
put them together in a new way. Up to 
this point, type was usually made from 

wood. The printer had to carve the let-
ters out of blocks of wood and they 
wore out quickly. What Gutenberg did 
was design a mold that allowed the 
type to be made from a metal alloy that 
he concocted. The metal type lasted far 
longer than the wood type. The mold 

also allowed the printer to duplicate 
the type over and over again quickly 
and efficiently. Gutenberg developed 
an oil-based ink and, of course, a print-
ing press that allowed the printer to 
print very rapidly and accurately.
 
All of this had a number of immedi-
ate effects. There was an explosion of 
books and, therefore, information of 
all kinds all across Europe in a short 
period of time. The cost of books was 
reduced an unthinkable amount. Here 
is an example: Previous to this, books 
were made by hand, mostly in mon-
asteries by monks. A book like the 
Gutenberg Bible would have taken 20 
monks over a year to complete (for just 
one copy) at a cost of about $420,000 
in today’s money. Gutenberg sold his 
two-volume edition of the Bible for the 
equivalent of about $60,000 in today’s 
money. I know, that’s a lot of money, 

but it represents a 700 percent reduc-
tion in the price right out of the start-
ing gate. The Bible was the first book 
Gutenberg printed. Smaller, shorter 
books were now priced within the 
grasp of the middle class. Ordinary 
folks started to read and learn. This was 
in no small way a monumental part of 
the Renaissance and later the scientific 
revolution that began at the start of the 
17th Century.
 
If you can imagine it, books and the 
printing press had an even larger effect 
in Great Britain and it relates to you 
and me in an extraordinarily personal 

way. You see, as a result of 
this book printing 
activity, today, you 
and I are speaking 
English.

 
In 1475, Wil-
liam Caxton 
set up the first 

printing press in 
England. Nearly 
80 percent of the 
books he pub-

lished were 
printed in Eng-
lish. Caxton 

translated most 
of them himself. 
He was the first to 
print parts of the 
Bible in English. 

The books he published and / or printed 
were wildly popular. He was the first to 
print Malory’s  Le Morte d’Arthur and 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales in 
English. Printing these books in English 
made necessary the uniform spelling 
of all English words. It also resulted in 
the standardization of the way English 
was spoken. All of the regional dialects 
melted into one standard form. The 
cheap availability of all these books 
made this possible. Remember that 
before this English hadn’t been around 
that long and still wasn’t that popular a 
language in Great Britain.
 
Then came the plays of William Shake-
speare. They were performed in Eng-
lish, and later the First Folio’s contents 
have come down to us as the accepted, 
definitive texts of 20 of the plays … in 
English. That cemented the language as 
far as usage in a literary form and as a 
spoken language. It is also the primary 
reason you and I are speaking English 
today and not some hybrid form of 
German or, God help us, French.
 
So, the next time you are in a bookstore 
gazing at all those books, remember 
you are looking at a cultural revolu-
tion that is continuing today. A cultural 
revolution that is destined, perhaps, to 
live in the future not as ink on a piece 
of paper but as dancing electrons on 
the internet.
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              An original copy of the Guttenberg Bible
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Sundays
Auto Racing - Many Divisions, Dbq. Co. Fairgrounds Speedway, 7-10 p.m.
Karaoke - Phoenix Entertainment, The Hangout, 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Tuesdays
‘Round Midnight Jazz w/ Bill Encke - Isabella’s, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
Loose Gravel Duo -  Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesdays
Open Mic -  Hosted by the Dert Tones, The Busted Lift, 9 a.m. - 1a.m.
Open Forum - Poetry, Music, Isabella’s (In the Ryan House), 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Dubuque Area Writer’s Guild Open Forum - 2nd Wed. (Isabella’s) 7 - 9p.m.
Live Comedy - Live on Main Comedy, Bricktown, 8 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Live Comedy - 3100 Club Comedy Night, Midway Hotel, 8 p.m.- 10 p.m.
The Wundo Band - Pizzeria Uno Annex, Platteville, WI,  9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
WJOD Wild West Wed - (Country Dancing), Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Denny’s Lux Club 8:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Ent., Second Wind, Galena, IL, 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Live Music - Riverwalk Cafe, Grand Harbor 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Live Music - Robbie Bahr & Laura McDonald, Gobbies, Galena, 9 p.m. -1a.m.
Y-105 Party Zone - Dbq Co. Fairgrounds, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Open Mic - Grape Harbor, 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Ground Round, 9 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Shannon’s Bar, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Soundwave, Bulldog Billiards,  9:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Guest Bartender Night - Isabella’s (Ryan House) 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Fridays
Auto Racing - Many Divisions, Farley Speedway, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Open Mic - Bluff Street Live, Mississippi Mug, 7:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - Flyin’ Hawaiian, Sublime, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - C-N-T Entertainment, T.J’s Bent Prop, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Brian Leib’s Essential Entertainment, Aragon Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Becky McMahon, Sandy Hook Tap, 10 p.m. -2 a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - Renie B., George & Dales, East Dubuque 11 p.m. - 3 a.m.
DJ Music - DJ Brian Imbus, Jumpers, 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Saturdays
Live Comedy - Arthur House Restaurant, Galena, 9 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Karaoke - Rainbow Lounge, Canfield Hotel, 7:30 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Karaoke - Riverboat Lounge, 8:30 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Karaoke - C-Sharp, A&B Tap, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Karaoke - Dave Lorenz, Player’s Sports Bar, 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke - Starburst Karaoke, w/Dave Winders, Instant Replay, 9 p.m.-1a.m.
DJ Music - Sound Ideas DJ, Timmerman’s Supper Club, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.
DJ Music - Double J DJs, Benchwarmers, Platteville, WI, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.

Rockin’ On  
The River 
Left of Center with Badfish
Friday, September 1

By Mike Ironside

Rockin’ On The River: Sounds like 
fun, doesn’t it?  Two great bands rockin’ the 
Spirit of Dubuque on a four-hour Friday 
night river cruise – a great way to celebrate 
summer before it ends.  Well, unless you 
are one of the people lucky (or organized) 
enough to have already reserved a ticket, 
you are out of luck, pal.  

This event, organized by local hard rockers 
Left of Center and sponsored by Kirchhoff 
Distributing, 365ink, Dubuque365.com 
and the Spirit of Dubuque, has already sold 
out.  In fact, with Left of Center joining forc-
es with party band Badfish, the 350 avail-
able tickets were gone only two weeks after 
they were put on sale in July.  In addition 
to the expected sales to Tri-State area fans, 
people have purchased tickets from Minne-
sota, Missouri and as far away as Arizona 
and Vancouver, British Columbia, reports 
Left of Center bassist Mark Mihalakis.  

“Without a group effort it never would have 
worked out,” said Mihalakis when 365ink 
met the two bands recently on the Spirit of 
Dubuque portside in the Ice Harbor.  Clear-
ly, the combination of bands on a boat is 
an idea with appeal.  “I was on a cruise on 
another vessel and got the idea,” explained 
Left of Center vocalist Joe Blanchard. “We 
thought we could sell out the boat, but we 

thought we would ask Badfish to join us.”  

The ticket sales have proved the groups right.  
At only $12 for the cruise and performances 
by both bands, live music fans jumped at 
the deal.  “We did a lot to keep it afford-
able,” said guitarist Larry Middleman.  The 
strategy obviously worked, as fans snatched 
up the available tickets.  

Touring the antique steamboat replica with 
Left of Center – which also includes Scott 
Brookens on guitar and vocals and Greg 
McMahon on drums and vocals – along 
with Badfish – Brendan Kueter, Kurt Wein-
schenk, Eric Weimerskirch, Nick Doland 
and Adam Zeimet – the collective group 
discussed plans for the show.  Picturing 350 
friends and fans on the Spirit’s two decks 
brought a smile to everyone’s face.  

The event promises to be a boatload of fun, 
literally.  For those lucky enough to have 
scored tickets, boarding for the September 
1 event will be at 6:30 p.m. with the Spirit 
setting out to cruise from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m.  
Badfish will play a mix of eclectic rock, reg-
gae and party music followed by the hard 
rock and metal that is earning Left of Center 
a reputation for seriously rocking the party.  
The Spirit has two fully stocked cash bars that 
will be featuring drink specials, and brats and 
hotdogs will be available for purchase.  

For those who did not act quickly enough 
this time, Left of Center plans to host an-
other rockin’ river cruise in the future.  “We 
have to do it again,” said Mihalakis. “We 
have a waiting list!”  To get on that list or for 
more information, contact Left of Center at 
locrock@gmail.com.  
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A river of music
The American Lady, your favorite new 
brunch-serving, moonlight-cruise offer-
ing yacht is kicking off Music ‘n Motion 
– an opportunity for you to listen to your 
favorite live regional music and check 
out the waters of the mighty Mississippi. 

On Friday, Sept. 8, from 8 p.m. to mid-
night, you can cruise the Mississippi 
River and jam to Jammer – a southern-

influenced, classic rock band that will 
keep you grooving into the night. Tick-
ets for the cruise are $15 and the show 
is open to all ages. 

On Friday, Sept. 15, check out Jabher 
Box on the American lady from 8 p.m. 
to midnight. The local rockers are fa-
vorites and tickets are selling fast. Call 
557-9700 to make reservations. The 
American Lady is docked at 1630 East 
16th Street next to Catfish Charlie’s Res-
taurant.



Summer’s Last Blast returns for its 7th in-
stallment Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
August 26 - 28. Presented by Music N 
More Promotions, you can catch some 
rad musical acts and send off the summer 
with a, well, blast. 

Calling the Dubuque County Fairgrounds 
home base, partiers can catch eight 
bands in three days.  Gates for each night 
will open at 6 p.m. with concerts begin-
ning at 7.  Thursday’s show will feature 
local rock favorites Badfish and Zero 2 
Sixty.  Friday continues with party band 
the Dingleberries opening for the ever-
popular Love Monkeys.  Those who ar-
rive before 7 p.m. on Thursday and Friday 
will receive free admission.  

Saturday’s concert will be a veritable late 
summer harvest of hard rock.  No doubt 
local headbangers will want to turn out 
for platinum-selling post-grunge rock-
ers Puddle of Mudd, famous for their hit 
songs “Control,” “She Hates Me” and 
“Blurry.”  Opening for Puddle of Mudd 
on the main stage will be local hard 
rockers Jabher Box and Johnny Trash.  
Tantrym will follow the main stage show 
with their own rockin’ set on the festival 
garden stage.  

Tickets for Saturday’s show are $27.75 
per person and are available at Moon-
dog Music, the Fairgrounds box office, 
online at Etix.com or by phone at 563-
588-1999.  Proceeds from the concerts, 
as always, will benefit local charities.  
This year’s beneficiaries will be the Boy 
Scouts and Children’s Miracle Network.  
Summer’s last Blast 7 is sponsored by Ea-
gle 102, Y 105, 103 WJOD, Oldies 107.5, 
Dubuque365.com, 365ink, the Holiday 
Inn, the U.S. Army and KWWL. 
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Dam jammin’
Cruise to Bellevue Friday, Au-
gust 25, for the once-a-month 
family fun “Jammin’ Below the 
Dam” at the Bellevue Municipal 

Parking 

Lot. You’ll get to rock out to forever-
climbing-the-ladder –of-musical-success 
area favorites Wicked Liz and the Belly-
swirls. We don’t know what a bellyswirl 
is … but we love to think about it. Jam-
min’ is sponsored by Ludovissy and As-
sociates and lasts from 6 to 10 p.m. with 
food and bevs available. 

BLAST OFF!
Reggae group Baaro

 makes “Jazz” debut 
 Friday, September 1
BY MIKE IRONSIDE

As the summer festival season begins 
to wind down it seems that the events 
all jump into line one after the other 
in an effort to squeeze as much festival 
fun as possible out of the warm weath-
er months.  Just when we get past the 
August’s All That Jazz and Summer’s 
Last Blast, boom … another All That 
Jazz makes its arrival on the first Fri-
day of September reminding us to get 
out and enjoy the summer while we 
can.  The September 1 installment of 
the free summer concert series prom-
ises ample opportunity to revel in the 
best that the event and summertime in 
Dubuque have to offer.  

Making its All That Jazz debut, Baaro 
will bring its reggae/world beat groove 
to the Town Clock stage.  The Chica-
go band has roots in group founders 
Zeleke and Mulu Gessesse’s native 
Ethiopia, taking the band’s name from 
an ancient tributary to the Nile River.  
Before creating Baaro, the brothers’ 
earlier band, Dallol, recorded with 
Bob Marley’s wife Rita and became the 
recording and touring band for Ziggy 
Marley’s platinum-selling, Grammy-
winning Conscious Party album.  In 
addition to playing original music, 
the group is said to perform songs by 
both Ziggy Marley and his legendary 
father.  If you don’t know who Ziggy’s 
dad is, you should think about getting 
out a little more often.  

If you are one of the few people not 
familiar with All That Jazz, here are 
the basics:  The event begins at 5 p.m. 
(meaning you can get beer then) with 
the band performing from 6 to 9 
p.m.  There is no admission charge, 
but bring your wallet as the scents 
wafting from the wide variety of 
food vendors will be hard to ignore.  
Kids are OK, but you might think 
about leaving the stroller at home 
as it can be a bit difficult navigat-
ing through the crowd of people 
enjoying those adult beverages 

served up by the Dubuque Jaycees.  
My suggestion is to arrive early, get a 
beer, browse the food selections, eat, 
get another beer, meet your friends 
and enjoy the music. (And maybe try 
a beer along the way.)

Oh, and one more thing – you might 
consider bringing some extra cash 
for the new All That Jazz compilation 
CD.  Released by event producers 
Dubuque Main Street, Ltd., the CD 
celebrates the 15th year of the concert 
series and features tracks by some of 
the long-time festival favorites along 
with a few from some of the various 
other acts that have performed, in-
cluding one by Baaro.  If you pick it up 
at the September event, you can enjoy 
the music of All That Jazz through the 
long winter months in anticipation of 
another great season of live music in 
the heart of 
downtown.
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An Evening with 

 Diana Upton-Hill
 And Her Pop Orchestra

Sept. 16, 8:00 p.m.

The “World Famous”  
Lipizzaner Stallions 

Sept. 24, 2 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Tickets On Sale August 24th

Expires September 30th

Watermelon Slim
BY AARON HEFEL

Oklahoma blues hero Watermelon Slim 
makes his second Busted Lift appearance 
on Saturday, August 26, in a spirited at-
tempt to bring real down-home blues to 
Dubuque. Slim and his band, The Work-
ers, have been touring constantly the last 
two years. 

Born in Boston, moving to North Caro-
lina and settling in Oklahoma, Bill “Wa-
termelon Slim” Homans epitomizes 
the road weary wisdom of the blues. 
He taught himself how to play left-
handed slide guitar while waiting to be 
sent home from Vietnam. Postwar saw 
Homans driving a truck, teaching and, 

of course, watermelon farming. Mu-
sic came calling again in the late ‘90s. 
Slim played around the U.S. and made 
some important friends like Robert 
Cray, Bonnie Raitt and Champion Jack 
Dupree. A heart attack would normal-
ly set some folks back, but Homan’s 
2002 brush with death set him off. He 
recorded two critically acclaimed re-
cords, the second being Up Close and 
Personal. That record scored him the 
W.C. Handy award for blues music in 
2005. Watermelon Slim then put to-
gether a crackshot band of veterans to 
back him up. 

Watermelon Slim and the Workers, 
the band’s debut, is a rollicking ode 

to classic blues styles. From rock ‘n’ roll 
to shuffle to slow jams, these guys know 
how to do it. The sound on the record is 
amazing and truly captures the live ex-
perience.

For fans of - John Mayall, Robert Cray, 
R.L. Burnside, Buddy Guy.



Summer’s Last Blast
DBQ County Fairgrounds 5 PM - 11PM
Tickets at Moondog Music, Fairgrounds 
box office, online at Etix.com or charge 
by phone 563.588.1999.

Thursday, August 24th
Badfish & Zero 2 Sixty 
$5 or free admission before 7 PM

Friday, August 25th
Dingleberries & The Love Monkeys
$7 or free admission before 7 PM

Saturday, August 26th
Puddle of Mudd w/ Tantrym, Jabher 
Box, Johnny Trash $27.75

Thursday, August 24
A Pirate Over 50 
Catfish Charlie’s, 6 PM - 9:30 PM

Jan Reed 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM - 10:30 PM

Nate Jenkins and the Sinners
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, August 25
Summer’s Last Blast  (See First Column)

Kluseman, Walker & Mason
Riverwalk Lounge, Grand Harbor Re-
sort, 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM

JB and the Stumble Brothers 
Lakeside B-room, Guttenberg, 9 PM - 1 AM

Patrick Bloom
Isabella’s / Ryan House, 9 PM -11:30 PM

BadFish 
Catfish Charlie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM

Wicked Liz & the Bellyswirls 
Jammin’ Below the Dam, 6 PM - 10 PM

Bluff Street Live 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

Blue Willow
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Waylons Outlaws 
Fisherman’s Wharf, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Mud Angels
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Saturday, August 26

Watermelon Slim and the Workers
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Summer’s Last Blast  (See First Column)

Left of Center 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Dan Trilk 
Miguel’s Coffee House, 7 PM - 9 AM

Saturday, August 26 
New Diggings All Day Bash!
Ernie and the Po’ Boys, Betty & the 
Headlights, 69 Band. Fever River Band
New Diggings Store, 12 PM - 1 AM

The Legends
3100 Club / Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Blackbloom 
Clarke College Bean Scene, 8 PM - 12 AM

The Rick Tittle Band 
The Pit Stop, 9 PM - 1 AM

BadFish 
Catfish Charlie’s, 9 PM - 1 AM
 
Ken Wheaton 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
Dino’s Backside, E.D., 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

Sid V & the Human Resources 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

The Red Heads 
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM

2-WEST 
My Brother’s Place, 11 PM - 3 AM

Ken Wheaton at Grape Harbor
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Sunday, August 27
JB & the Stumble Bros. & The 69 Band 
New Diggings Store, 12 PM - 8 PM

Becky McMahon & All For Fun Band 
East Dubuque Fun Days, 1 PM - 6 PM 

The Life and Times, Mike Got, Spiked
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9 PM

Tuesday, August 29
Loose Gravel Duo (John & Dean)
Riverwalk Lounge at Grand Harbor 
Resort, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Wednesday, August 30

Hannah Haupt 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 10 PM 

The Mississippi Band 
 The Pizza Factory, 7 PM - 10 PM

The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 AM

Open Mic w/ The Dert Tones 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Thursday, August 31
Megan Roeth 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 10 PM
 
Open Mic Night
Grape Harbor, 8 PM until 10:30 PM

Friday, September 1
Baaro @ Dubuque & All That Jazz! 
Town Clock Plaza, 5 PM - 9 PM

Apple Dumplins
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM - 2 AM

Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM

Big Muddy
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Rockin’ on the River (SOLD OUT)
Left of Center & BadFish
Spirit of Dubuque, 7 PM - 11 PM U
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Friday, September 1 

Joe Price
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club / Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Saturday, September 2

Swingset  - Live Jazz
Isabella’s Bar/Ryan House, 9 PM - 12 AM

Melanie Mausser 
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11 PM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Sounds Of Nashville 
Lakeside Ballrm Gtnburg. IA, 8 PM - 12 AM

LiviN’ Large 
Jumpers, 9 PM - 1 AM

Santa Fe 
New Diggings Store, 9 PM - 1 AM

Cosmo Billy Band 
Fisherman’s Wharf, 9 PM - 1 AM

Maureen Kilgore 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Zero 2 Sixty 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9:30 PM - 1:30 AM

Johnny Trash 
My Brother’s Place, 11 PM - 3 AM

Sunday, September 3
Santa Fe 
New Diggings Store, 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Tender White Meat 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 8 PM - 12 AM

Sunshine & Mr. Obvious 
Benton Labor Day Dance, 9 PM - 1 AM

Miracles of God, Waxcannon,  
Awesome Car Funmaker
The Busted Lift, 5 PM - 9 PM

Monday, September 4
Santa Fe 
New Diggings Store, 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Wednesday, September 6
The Wundo Band 
Pizzeria Uno, 9 PM - 12 AM

Open Mic w/ The Dert Tones 
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Friday, September 8

Riverfest Life Music 
James Kinds & the All-Night Riders 
Riverfest, 8 PM - 11 PM 

Music N’ Motion Series w/ Jammer
American Lady Yacht, 7 PM -10 PM

Friday, September 8 
Bluff Street Live Open Jam!
Mississippi Mug, 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM

Mayflies
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Horsin’ Around Band 
Jammin’ Below the Dam, 6 PM - 10 PM

Okham’s Razor 
Grape Harbor, 9 PM - 12 AM

Saturday, September 9
Riverfest Live Music
Mixed Emotions, Denny and the Folk-
Ups
1:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Buffalo Killers (Formerly Thee Shams)
The Busted Lift, 9 PM - 1 AM

Artie & The Pink Catillacs 
3100 Club/Midway Hotel, 8 PM - 12 AM

Jabher Box 
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM - 1 AM

The Amories 
New Diggings Store, 9 PM - 1 AM
 
BadFish 
Dirty Earnie’s, Farley, IA, 9 PM - 1 AM
 
LiviN’ Large 
The Arena, 11 PM - 3 AM
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World Trade Center
- A Film by Oliver Stone (JFK, Nixon, Wall Street)

The date is September 11, 2001.  The location is New York 
City.  The day started out like every other as millions of New 
Yorkers got up and headed to work.  The calmness of that 
day is shattered abruptly 
around 9 a.m., when the 
first of two commercial jets 
plunges nose-first into Tower 
One of the World Trade Cen-
ter.  Caught in the middle of 
the turmoil are Port Authority 
Police Department Officers 
John McLoughlin (Nicolas 
Cage) and Will Jimeno (Mi-
chael Pena). They, along with 
the rest of their crew, are 
barely able to get their bear-
ings when the unthinkable 
happens and Tower Two col-
lapses on top of them.  Tons 
of twisted steel and broken 
concrete rain down on them, 
leaving only McLoughlin and 
Jimeno alive, buried under 
several feet of ruins.  For the 
next 12 hours, they each be-
come the source of strength 
and resolve for the other as 
each is determined to survive long enough to be rescued 
and reunited with their families.
  
The events of September 11 are now 5 years in the past, yet 
the pain and emotion of that day are still 
fresh and barely beneath the surface for most 
Americans.  Trying to recreate that day and 
the emotion that surrounded it could have 
been not only a monumental task but an im-
possible one.  To our surprise, Oliver Stone 
not only took us back to that day but did it 
with a sensitivity and creativity we have not 
seen from him in quite a few years.  No polit-
ical undercurrent, no conspiracy theories, no 
grandiose moviemaking.  World Trade Center 
is a methodic, carefully orchestrated journey 
to that terrible day.  Cage and Pena, along 
with the supporting cast, including Maggie 
Gyllenhaal as Will’s pregnant wife Allison 
and Maria Bello as John’s wife Donna, put 
forth powerful and poignant performances, 
dragging the audience along as they struggle 
to survive, both beneath the crumbled towers 
and in suburbia where doubt and uncertainly 
ruled the day. Experiencing it all from the perspective of these 
two officers and their families gave us a new way of looking 
at September 11, as it will you.  As we approach the fifth 
anniversary of one of our darkest hours, World Trade Center 
comes along to remind us how we as a country came togeth-
er on that day to make 
it one of our brightest 
moments as well.

Snakes on a Plane 
- A Film by David R. Ellis (Cellular)

The transporting of a key witness in an FBI investiga-
tion from Hawaii to Los Angeles subjects a 747 red eye 
flight to an airborne scenario no one ever expected or 

planned for: Snakes on a Plane.  Samuel L. 
Jackson stars as FBI Agent Flynn, the escort 
for the witness (Nathan Phillips as Sean 
Jones), who must find a way to protect his 
witness as well as save as many passengers 
as possible.  Helping him is Claire (Julianna 
Margulies), the devoted flight attendant on 
her last flight before entering law school.  
Passengers include a young mother with her 
baby, a rap musician along with his body-
guards and a pair of young brothers travel-
ing alone.  It becomes a race against time 
as the snakes continue to move through the 
airplane, attacking passengers and crew 
while the plane is still 1,500 nautical miles 
from L.A.  Adding to the tension are poor 
weather conditions creating extreme turbu-
lence and the damage that the snakes are 
causing to the plane’s electrical and me-
chanical systems.  As that tension mounts, 
tempers flare and other enemies surface 
beyond the snakes themselves.  Who will 
survive Snakes on a Plane?  You won’t know 
until the credits roll.

Billed as a B movie, Snakes on a Plane would have been 
considered a B movie if it had not tried to bill itself as 
one.  There are some campy, offbeat and funny moments.  

And, yes, cheesy lines and poor 
acting abound.  But the fact is that 
the film is really not that good, and 
therefore they claim they did it on 
purpose does not diminish the fact 
that the film is second-rate.  The 
fact that we were laughing and 
talking about the film for the en-
tire ride home even disappointed 
us.  It really was not that memo-
rable.  This would have made a 
perfect direct-to-video produc-
tion.  Watching each successive 
passenger getting attacked in ever 
more uncomfortable places is fun, 
to be sure, but there is a limit to 
how much that can carry the 
movie.  This could have been Air-
port ‘06: When Snakes Attack in 
Mid-Air, but it was not.  Thank the 

maker for PlayStation 2.  Without it, those poor passen-
gers might have all perished.  Yeah, that will have special 
meaning after you rent this movie.  And, you are correct, 
we would recommend that you only rent this one.  Save 
the eight dollars (American) and slither your way to the 
video store in about 
6 months to rent 
Snakes on a Plane.

2835 NW Arterial, 
Dubuque, 

563-582-7827
Carmike Cinema  

Center 8
75  JFK, Dubuque, IA

563-588-3000

Carmike   
Kennedy Mall 6

555  JFK, Dubuque, IA
563-588-9215

Millennium  Cinema
151  Millennium Drive

 Platteville, WI  
1-877-280-0211 or

 608-348-4296

Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St.

 Platteville, WI
608-348-5006
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By Tim “The Anti-Wando” Brechlin

WHAT’S
COMING UP?
365 Fall Movie Preview
(or 5 movies we really want to see)

AUGUST 25
Idlewild: You’re Outkast, you haven’t 
released an album in three, and you’re 
rapidly fading from the spotlight.  What 
do you do? You make a movie, of course!  
It’s a musical set in the Prohibition-era 
South, where the owners of a speakeasy 
find themselves dealing with gangsters who 
want to get their paws on the place.  Not 
our cup of tea, really, but your mileage 
may vary.

AUGUST 25
Invincible: Who the hell is Vince Pa-
pale?  Apparently, he was a bartender 
who made it as a walk-on for three 
years with the Philadelphia Eagles back 
in the ‘70s.  Mark Wahlberg stars as 
Papale in this film from the same team 
that brought you the hockey heart-

warmer Miracle. Looks 
like it’ll be another 
quality family film, 
but we’re not going 

to be lining up on 
opening night for 

this one.

SEPTEMBER 1
Crank: Jason Statham is ready to do 
what he does best: Kick ass and take 
names.  In what’s sure to be yet another 
easily forgettable (but totally fun while 
you’re watching it) action-fest, Statham 
is a reformed hitman who wakes up 
only to discover that he’s been poi-
soned in his sleep, with only an hour 
to live.  The only way to keep the 
venom at bay?  He needs to stay active, 
as adrenaline slows the effects of the 
poison.  So it’s Speed ... Track & Field 
Edition?  

Casino Royale (Nov. 17) - After plung-
ing into the depths of extreme suckitude 
with 2002’s Die Another Day, Bond is 
back with a brand new bag.  A new 
Bond (Daniel Craig), a return to one 
of the best books by Ian Fleming and a 
renewed focus on gritty realism rather 
than gadgets and over-the-top special 

effects. (And Eva Green, too. She’s hot.) We’ll be there on 
opening night.

Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for 
Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakh-
stan (Nov. 3) - Quite the title, isn’t it? Sa-
cha Baron Cohen brings his reporter char-
acter Borat (from Da Ali G Show) to the 
big screen, showing us his journey across 
the United States under the guise of cre-
ating a “documentary film” for his home 

country of Kazakhstan. Cohen’s never been afraid to push the 
limits of good taste and decency, and this film should be no 
different. Which means it’ll be frickin’ great.

For Your Consideration (Nov. 17) - Chris-
topher Guest (Best In Show, Waiting For 
Guffman) reunites his usual team of ac-
tors for yet another improv comedy, this 
time focusing on the cast of a small inde-
pendent film who learn that their perfor-
mances are generating awards buzz. This 
isn’t a “mockumentary” like Guest’s other 

films, but it should be a riot.

The Departed (Oct. 6) - Martin Scorsese 
directs Jack Nicholson. We’re sold al-
ready.  Oh, you want more? An under-
cover cop (Leonardo DiCaprio) infiltrates 
a drug syndicate, while one of the syndi-
cate’s men (Matt Damon) has infiltrated 
the police department. Each man must 
now find the mole in his organization 

while still keeping his cover. This looks fantastic.

Tenacious D in the Pick of Destiny (Nov. 
17) - In a quest to find the Pick of Destiny 
and become the rock gods they so desire 
to be, Jack and Kyle go from sorority hous-
es to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame to even 
Hell itself (yes, Dave Grohl is playing the 
devil again). If Tenacious D is your thing, 
this movie’s definitely for you.  If Tenacious 

D isn’t your thing ... what the hell’s wrong with you?



Breaking ground 
in the north end
The north end of Dubuque, one of its most 
beautiful and best-kept secrets, is on the verge 
of becoming a vibrant, earthy destination.  

What/When: The City of Dubuque held a 
ground-breaking ceremony last week to 
mark the first phase of a bike/hike trail in the 
works along the Northwest Arterial. 

Why: Last fall, the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources awarded the City of Dubuque a 
$200,000 REAP (Resource Enhancement and 
Protection) grant to build the two-mile trail.  

Where: The trail will extend from the 
Dubuque County Heritage Trail just east of 
U.S. 52 along the south side of the arterial 
to West 32nd Street. The 10-foot-wide paved 
trail will be separated from the highway in 
grassy right-of-way and will link to Marshall 
Park and the Dubuque Arboretum and Bo-
tanical Gardens (flora heaven) on a signed 
on-street route and sidewalks along West 
32nd Street and Arboretum Drive. 

Cost: The cost to build the trail is approxi-
mately $260,000. Construction is expected 
to be completed in November 2006.

The entire Iowa 32 Bike/Hike Trail Project is 
planned for five miles of off-road trail along 
Iowa 32 from U.S. 52 to U. S. 20, with signed 
on-street links linkages to city parks and rec-
reation areas. The entire project is planned 
for construction in phases between major in-
tersections along Iowa 32. 

Other north end destinations we think are 
fabulous: Gay Park; the preserved prairie 
land off of Kane Street; the Holy Ghost ramp 
and football field; Bob and Lynn Miller’s 
swimming pool; Linwood Cemetery (the 
view from the back bluffs is incredible); the 
Copper Kettle (yum); Miss Pat’s pub ….  
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Labor of Love
BY MAYOR ROY D. BUOL

As Labor Day 2006 approaches, mem-
ories abound.  I have participated in 
the Labor Day Parades for over a de-
cade as a member of the Dubuque City 
Council, but I recall watching them as 
a very young boy, sitting curbside wait-
ing for candy to be tossed in my direc-
tion, and later as an adult in support of 
our community’s labor history.

I was first introduced 
to a labor union as a 
very small boy, grow-
ing up with my six 
siblings in our grand-
parents’ home.  My 
grandfather, Frank 
Harms, was a skilled 
tradesman at the 
Dubuque Boat & 
Boiler Works and was 
the secretary for his la-
bor union.  Once a month, he would 
hold a union meeting around our din-
ing room table, and my mother would 
record the minutes of their meetings.  
My younger brother and I would perch 
ourselves on the big claw feet of the 
dining room table, waiting for pieces 
of brick cheese our grandfather would 
pass.  And, being of direct German de-

scent, he would sometimes pass us an 
occasional shot glass of beer to share.  

My grandfather worked very hard and 
was a quiet man who took great pride 
in his craftsmanship, who dedicated 
his life and his wages to caring for his 
extended family while helping others 
to care for theirs. Thanks to the good 
works of the Dubuque County His-
torical Society and others, the unique 
skills of these union craftsmen of the 
Dubuque Boat & Boiler Works, who 

“revitalized the 
movement of 
freight on the 
river just as the 
railroads went 
into their rapid 
decline,” have 
been chronicled 
for all time.

A couple of 
years ago, Labor 
Day took on a 

different, but indeed very special, mem-
ory for our family.  As I was preparing 
to enter the parade line-up, I received 
a cell call from my wife, telling me our 
son-in-law, Eric, called and our oldest 
daughter, Shanda, was in labor!  Instead 
of the parade that day, we were on the 
road to Michigan to celebrate the arriv-
al of our first grandson, Solen Munson, 

who entered the world that afternoon of 
September 6, Labor Day 2004!

Last year, we took my mayoral cam-
paign to the streets during the Labor 
Day Parade, a beautiful, sunny day in 
downtown Dubuque.  Walking be-
tween two Envoys, with 4’ x 4’ yard 
signs perched on top and Fleetwood 
Mac’s “Don’t Stop Thinking about To-
morrow” playing on the CD players, 
were my extended family members (in-
cluding siblings who came all the way 
from Texas), campaign leadership and 
friends and children of friends, carry-
ing smaller yard signs and handing out 
candy to all the children perched curb-
side along the parade route.  

From the moment we were waved into 
the parade route, I jogged from one 
side of the street to the other, shaking 
hands with as many parade goers as 
possible.  It was a memorable occa-
sion as I greeted hundreds of Dubuque 
citizens, including many John Deere 
and UAW Local 94 retirees and their 
families, along the way.  

What will Labor Day 2006 bring?  For 
me, I anticipate I will look back on La-
bor Day 2006 as the time when our 
community came together to support 
those unions and employers that strive 
to demonstrate positive leadership, 
promote effective communication, 
develop trust, show respect and solve 
problems in ways that honor those 
who have gone before.  

On Labor Day 2006, I will join the 
parade to both honor my grandfather, 
Frank Harms, and promote the spirit of 
cooperation that will serve to improve 
the environment of Iowa’s First City … 
for all.

Roy and Deb Buol at DBQ Area Labor 
Management’s Summerfest Event in August
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Whenever I needed something a nurse 
was there. True at Mercy and Finley, 
where life hung in a balance of tests, 
tubes and surgery. I trained to run this 
year’s Bix. The nurses at Cardiac Re-
habilitation encouraged me with their 
concerns and lifted me with their hopes. 
They worried and nurtured and nagged. 
During the last exercise test one yelled 
across the room, “Tim! Be careful. You’re 
really pushing it!” I thought, “I know I 
can do it.”  I’ve run for 25 years and at 
55, with two plates in my left leg from 
a head-on collision more than 30 years 
ago, it’s been a feat.

The nurses and their love, their compas-
sion and knowledge nurtured a goal that 
brought me to the street in the stifling 
heat in Davenport, among 16,000 run-
ners. Before the gun fired, a bald-headed 
man looked toward me and I said hello.

“Hey,” he said. “Name’s Randy. I’m from 
Normal, Illinois.”

“Great,” I said and added, “My family’s 
from Bloomington … next door to you. 
Most of the family’s buried in that cemetery 
by the railroad tracks … you know, under 
the shadow of those huge, old silos.”

“I know the place. I’m a fireman. Girl-
friend suggested I try the Bix. Said she 
thought I’d like it.”

“You will,” I said. “I’m from Dubuque. 
You’ll like Iowa. It’s the people. Folks 
won’t hesitate to encourage you here.” I 
smiled as I thought about the thunder that 
had been inside my chest as I talked with 
the fireman from the place of my family 
origins -  the place we buried my dad af-
ter his heart attack 25 years before.

Doctor Timothy Martin had okayed walk-
ing. He said to listen to my body. When 
the crowd began to move and picked up 
to a slight trot I thought, “God help me, 
I’m gonna run.”  And I thought, “I had a 
heart attack ten days ago!”

Without words I held the physical mem-
ories like a musician holds the memory 
of the next chord and strikes the key, the 
string, the drum without thinking. One 
foot after the next. I moved up the hill. I 
knew where I’d been, where people had 
cared and encouraged.  Doctors and 

nurses and hospitals.

I picked up the pace as we ran up the 
hill. I began to feel the strength in my 
legs for the first time in ten days. I won-
dered, “Who’s gonna believe this?” I 
ran. At the top of the hill I began to feel 
the emotion I buried for ten days. “I’m 
gonna do this because…”

A few blocks later, past Palmer College 
and the TV cameras and the well wish-
ers, two young men were blowing their 
horns and the sound of “La Bamba” 
filled my heart. “This is the first day to-
ward the rest of the journey,” I thought 
and hated the philosophy of it.

I looked down at my churning legs. 
They carried a visceral meaning, beyond 
words. I felt like I was shaking my fist at 
the Grim Reaper. “You won’t get me yet.”
  
A teardrop fell from the corner of my 
eye. I looked around and recognized no 
one would notice a tear. I pushed on. My 
time was 23 minutes, 23 seconds. If that’s 
adjusted with consideration that runners 
ahead of me ran from the starting line and 
I began about four and a half minutes lat-
er, I’d finished in the top 100 of the 2000-
plus runners taking the shorter course.

Many things brought me to the finish 
line.

Critical care during the last week of July. 
It includes family and friends, doctors and 
church. It includes a group of people who 
are striking the hospital. I don’t know what 
they want except to help others. That’s all 
I saw. The news doesn’t cover that.

While I drank a blue Powerade at the 
finish, I heard a gray-haired old geezer 
say, “I’m glad I did the short race today. 
That heat would have killed me.”

I brushed aside my own gray, wispy hair 
at my forehead and I remembered, with-
out putting it into words, Walt Whitman’s 
religion and Lance Armstrong’s credo: 
It’s about the journey, not the shoes or 
bike.
     
It’s about people.

For the nurses, this song’s for you.

Saturday, Sept. 2 - 9 p.m.
Isabella’s Bar @ the Ryan House
BY MIKE IRONSIDE

Taking a cue from Tuesday night’s live 
jazz jam hosted by ‘Round Midnight, 
Isabella’s reclaims the cool on a Satur-
day.  September 2 will feature the eclec-
tic jazz of Swingset.  Performing from 9 
p.m. to midnight, Swingset boasts seven 
accomplished jazz musicians who teach 
at three area colleges and the Dubuque 
schools.  

Led by trumpet player Jim Sherry, the 
group features two vocalists, Gina Pem-
berton and Bang Lang Do.  Pemberton, 
who sings lead, was born in Jamaica 
and received her musical training at 
New York’s LaGuardia High School for 
the Performing Arts and Clarke College.  
Bang Lang Do, originally from Saigon, 
Vietnam, earned a doctorate in classical 
piano from the University of Montreal.  

Now active in the Dubuque music scene, 
the other members of Swingset are origi-
nally from Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Mi-
ami, Chicago and Cedar Falls.  

In addition to the two vocalists, Swingset 
features a traditional jazz rhythm section 
plus solo guitar, sax and trumpet.  The skill 
and range of the players gives the group 
the flexibility to perform an eclectic mix 
of jazz and popular standards, weaving 
in Latin and Mediterranean dance beats 
and “a tinge of urban influence.”  While 
Swingset has performed at various re-
ceptions and events, the concert will be 
the group’s Isabella’s debut.  

Isabella’s is located in the basement of 
the Ryan House, 1375 Locust Street in 
Dubuque.  The smoke-free lounge fea-
tures over 80 microbrew and import 
beers and a selection of fine wines and 
cocktails.  For more information, call 
563-585-2049.

WHAT’S YOUR STORY
...continued from page 10



The Thunderbirds are on the ice for the 
1st official day of practice for the 06-07 
season!

The Thunderbirds SNEAK PEEK PRAC-
TICE will be held Wednesday, August 
23rd.  Come and watch the team practice 
from 5:30 - 7:30pm. Immediately follow-

ing the practice there will be a MEET & 
GREET at the Holiday Inn from 7:30 - 
9:00pm.  Pick up Season Tickets, Sign up 
for the Booster Club, and meet the team.

If you are unable to attend, season tick-
ets can be picked up at Five Flags be-
ginning Thursday morning.

If you would like to purchase season 
tickets, please contact the Thunderbirds 
office at 557-1228.

The first game is Saturday, August 26th, 
7:05pm.  Come watch the Thunderbirds 
take on the Quad City Express.  

Individual game tickets are available 
at the Five Flags Box Office 9:30am - 
5:30pm Monday through Friday, and 
after 12:00 noon on Saturday.
Kick off the last weekend of Summer for 
the kids and join us for Thunderbirds 
Hockey!
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Dubuque Thunderbirds Schedule Through 2006
August  
26 Sat Quad City at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
27 Sun Quad City at Quad city (2:05)
28 Mon Mass Maple Leafs at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)

September
1 Fri Peoria at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
2 Sat Peoria at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
4 Mon N IA Outlaws at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (2:05)
9 Sat St. Louis at Afton (7:45)
10 Sun St. Louis at Afton (12:45)
16 Sat Motor City at Canfield (7:30)
17 Sun Toledo at Ice House (3:00)
29 Fri Wisc Mustangs at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
30 Sat Wisc Mustangs at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)

October  
1 Sun Peoria at Carver Arena (exb)
6 Fri Cleveland at (showcase)
7 Sat Cincinnati at (showcase)
8 Sun Toledo at (showcase)
9 Mon Motor City at (showcase)
14 Sat Cincinnati at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
15 Sun Cincinnati at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (2:05)
20 Fri Peoria at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
21 Sat Peoria at Owen Rc Ctr (7:15)
27 Fri Grand Rapids at Southside (8:00)
28 Sat Metro at Lakeland (7:45)

December  
2 Sat Cleveland at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (7:05)
3 Sun Cleveland at Five Flags, Dubuque, IA (2:05)
8 Fri Chicago at  West Meadow (7:55)
9 Sat Motor City at Canfield (7:30)
10 Sun Toledo at Ice House 
(3:00)
15 Fri Mich. Ice Dogs  
at (showcase)
16 Sat at Flint at  
(showcase)
17 Sun Columbus at 
(showcase)
22 Fri Chicago at Five Flags,
Dubuque, IA (7:05)

Apartments / 
Real Estate

APARTMENTS

185 Main Street, #1 - 1 BR, App., 
Water paid, $260/mo / deposit, 1-
year lease, LOCATORS, LTD. 563-
556-1414

1805 University (Near Finley) 2 
BR, App., patio, laundry hookups 
$495 mo. / deposit, 1-year lease 
LOCATORS, LTD. 563-556-1414

1045 Grove Terrace, 3-4 bed-
rooms, App. (incl. washer/dryer), 
fireplace, 2 baths, Heat & water 
paid, no smoking, no pets, $895/
mo + deposit, 1-year lease, LO-
CATORS, LTD. 563-556-1414

Upper Main Revitalization Apart-
ments, Completely restored build-
ings.  Brand new quality 1 / 2 BR 
apts. Parking, app.,  c/a,  garbage 
disp.,hardwood flrs, energy effi-
cient.  Community room & laundry 
facilities on site.  Some income re-
strictions apply.  Rental assistance 
accepted.  Call Mary 563 557-
7010 or weekends 563 590-2850.  
Email: gronenres@mcleodusa.net, 
gronenproperties.com.

Renovated home right next to UD. 
Master bedroom and bath. Shared 
kitchen and laundry facilities. Off 
street parking and storage avail-
able. Need a responsible, tidy 
and happy-go-lucky individual to 
share this home with. $425 incl.  
utilities. Call 590-9779.

HOUSES

609 Lake Lacoma Road (East 
DBQ) Lakefront living year-round, 
2BR, A/C, garage, $995 mo + de-
posit. 563-556-1414

608 Fenelon, 3 BR, Old World 
charm, App., hardwood floors, 
A/C, fireplace, garage $795/mo + 
deposit 563-556-1414

3BR Town House Natural Wood-
work Off Street Parking Cable Car 
Square $650/mo. 563-557-1000

5-7 bedroom house available. 
College students are welcome 
to apply and pets are welcome. 
Great location, call 590-5268.

Home for sale. 2222 Roosevelt. 
Brick, 1-1/2 story with many 
upgrades. Geothermal heat-
ing/cooling. $158,000. Includes 
an adjacent empty lot and all 
appliances. View listing #236 on 
www.MidwestHomeSellers.com.

OFFICE SPACE

CATHEDRAL SQUARE OFFICE 
SPACE FOR LEASE - Sizes to fit 
all needs.  Modern & full service 
building with free tenant parking.  
Call Nick Goodmann for details 
- 599-7045.  Dominic Goodmann 
Real Estate 556-3843.

The 4th floor of the Bricktown 
Entertainment Complex over-
looks the most bustling stretch of 
downtown Dubuque and is ready 

for you to take advantage. 5500 
square feet available. Will consid-
er dividing space. Call 590-5268.

Items For Sale
China cabinet and matching din-
ing room set. Six chairs uphol-
stered in cream color with two 
additional leaves for table. Large 
and stately. 590-6779

HOT TUB, new in box, w/ war-
ranty. Colored lights, waterfall, 
$1975. 563-451-2689 Can de-
liver

Jobs
Bricktown Jobs Opportunities 
-  Join Dubuque’s hottest enter-
tainment hotspot team. Bricktown 
is looking for energetic employ-
ees in all positions. Kitchen staff 
needed immediately. Apply in 
person at Bricktown Entertain-
ment Complex, 299 Main Street, 
Dubuque.

Fidelity Bank & Trust seeks part-
time teller. Telephone skills, 
money handling, computer skills 
a must. Apply to Nancy Dunkel, 
Vice President, 4250 Asbury Rd., 
Dubuque IA 52002, or dunkel@
bankfidelity.com.

Diamond Jo Casino 
Employment Opportunities

Player Development Manager -  
Primary responsibilities are over-
seeing the activities of the Hosts 
and Player’s Club, and designing 
and implementing promotions.  
3+ years of Casino or Hospitality 
Management experience.  Strong 
marketing, organizational, com-
munication, and computer skills 
are required.  

Food Service Supervisor. Can-
didates should have 1 year or 
appropriate experience, Strong 
supervisory skills, and good com-
munication skills.
This is a full time position, which 
offers a competitive wage and an 
excellent benefits package.

Barback to start immediately.  This 
is an on-call position including a 
competitive salary.

Cage Cashier to start immediately.  
This part time position includes 
an competitive salary.  Candidates 
should possess a high school di-
ploma or equivalent, minimum 
six months experience and good 
mathematical skills.

Cage Manager to start immediate-
ly. This full-time position includes 
an excellent benefits package.  
Minimum five years of direct ex-

perience required.  Strong leader-
ship, organizational and commu-
nication skills a must.

Beverage Manager. The success-
ful candidate will direct and coor-
dinate Casino Beverages and Deli 
work units. Requirements include 
but not limited to 3 years supervi-
sory experience and a bachelor’s 
degree.  This is a full time salaried 
position, which offers an excel-
lent benefits package.

Housekeepers to start immedi-
ately.  On-call positions are avail-
able.

Security Officer to start immedi-
ately for our Graveyard Shift.  This 
is an on-call position.

Dishwashers to start immediately.  
Part-time and on-call positions 
available.

Bartender to start immediately.  
This is a part time position.

Diamond Club Representative.  
This is a part time position.
For the above positions visit the 
Diamond Jo Casino, 3rd Street 
Ice Harbor, Dubuque or e-mail 
human.resources@diamondjo.
com

Wanted To Buy
Guns Wanted to Buy. Old, new, 
antique, rare. One or an entire 
collection.  563-590-9817

  365 Classifieds
To place classified ads simply call 563-588-4365.

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 

subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin or an 
intention to make any 
such prefences, limita-

tions or discrimination.”  
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 

the law. Dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 

are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To re-
port discrimination, call 
HUD at 800-669-9777.

Say you saw it        
     in 365ink!



1% Mattitude Improvement Tip

The Rule of Three 

If you send a client three E-mails and they don’t understand your message, pick 
up the phone and call them. If you talk to that client on the phone three times and 
your message still isn’t clear, it’s essential to meet them face-to-face. Messages get 
bogged down in cyberspace and lost over phone. When this happens, step up your 
communication efforts. When your message isn’t clear with E-mail or phone con-
versations, get in your car or jump on a plane and go see that client. Remember, 
three E-mails and three phone calls, then face-to-face. If you still can’t get your 
message across face-to-face, find a new client or get a new career.

Improving your life, even just by 1 percent, can make all the difference! Remem-
ber, not every tip will work for everyone. What tips do you use to improve your 
life? Please take an active part of this community. If you have a useful tip, I encour-
age you to send it to me so others can benefit. Simply send tips to: tips@mattbooth.
com.

Mattribute – Touch
Touch is a form of communication that 
exchanges energy and builds foundations 
for relationships. When done appropri-
ately, touch makes you appear warmer, 
more friendly, kinder and memorable. 
Touch helps you communicate a clear 
message and most importantly, makes 
life meaningful. When it comes to effec-
tive communication, a single touch can 
make all the difference.

Anytime you touch some-
one, you exchange en-
ergy and build a founda-
tion for that relationship 
to grow. Touch is the first 
and most primal form of 
all senses. You experi-
ence touch in the womb 
and it’s the last sense you 
lose before death. Babies 
who receive no touch 
can grow depressed, stop 
eating and die. Touch re-
lieves stress, makes you 
happier, and keeps you 
healthier. People require touch. It is a ba-
sic need of life.  

In our fast-paced lives, however, we of-
ten disregard the importance of physical 
touch. Many organizations and policies 
discourage touch as a form of commu-
nication. A “touchy” person is often re-
garded as unprofessional or an invader of 
personal space. Our society is becoming 
overly cautious about the use of touch as 
communication. 

Clearly, different forms of touch are more 
appropriate at some times and places 
than at others. For example, you prob-

ably want to avoid hugging strangers 
in public restrooms. When it feels right 
and appropriate, touch is an excellent 
way to communicate a message. People 
have a universal need to connect with 
others. Ritualized forms of touch are ef-
fective ways to satisfy that basic need. 
Familiar forms of touch are handshakes, 
hugs, high fives, knuckles and a pat on 
the back. Touch can say as much or more 
than words. 

You should practice touching people 

gently on the hand or forearm to make a 
point, to emphasize a statement or to ex-
press appreciation. You will be amazed at 
how touch affects people in such a posi-
tive way. Continue expressing your affec-
tion and appreciation of others by patting 
them on the shoulder or back, or even 
putting your arm around them. 

Touch shows energy and builds a founda-
tion for a relationship. Touch makes life 
meaningful and is a reminder that love, 
safety and caring exists. When it comes 
to effective communication, a single, 
touch makes all the difference.
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Does your business or organization need Mattitude? Contact
Matt today at 563-590-9693 or e-mail info@mattbooth.com.

Name:___________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City, State, Zip:___________________________________

Birthdate:________________________________________

Phone:___________________________________________

E-Mail:___________________________________________

Mail to: 

Dubuque Jaycees 
P.O. Box 63
Dubuque, IA 52004-0063 
Attn: Membership VP

www.dubuquejaycees.org
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How the Dubuque 
Schools are staying 
ahead of the curve.
We must reverse this trend of childhood 
obesity, and it may start with classroom 
snacks.

BY GARY OLSEN

 It’s not just classroom snacks but picnics, 
celebrations, fund-raising food items, all of 
which the Dubuque Community Schools 
have had to take a long hard look at as of 
late.  This past week, Patrice Lambert, Dis-
trict Health Services Curriculum Director, 
released five documents that cover the new 
policy and contain guidelines for teachers 
and parents to follow when planning and 
providing treats and food items for class-
room and school events (download them 
from our website at http://www.dubuque.
k12.ia.us/schoolnurse).

This policy goes hand-in-hand with the re-
cent news that sugared soft drinks would be 
removed from schools, not just in Dubuque 
but across the nation, through a volunteer ef-
fort by the soft drink companies themselves 
that was actually coordinated by none other 
than former US President Bill Clinton. Why 
all this seemingly rapid policy evolution?  
Two words: “Childhood obesity.” It’s unde-
niably a problem in US schools.

Childhood obesity has reached epidemic 
proportions in America. The Dubuque 
Community Schools can’t sit idly by while 
classrooms celebrate special occasions with 
treats made from refined sugar or snacks so 
salty it’s hard to determine exactly what the 
taste the manufacturer was going for (sor-
ry, Mr. Twisty).  The question is, will these 

guidelines begin the process of reversing 
this trend of childhood obesity? I believe 
they will.  I haven’t encountered too many 
parents who are opposed to our efforts, yet.  
In fact, I’ve had much more positive and 
supportive feedback like, “Way to go!”  “It’s 
about time.”  “Schools need to set a posi-
tive example.” “Are you going to eat that 
cookie?”

Such sea changes in school policy making 
don’t come about easily.  But in my experi-
ence in education, which spans practically 
my whole life, I can assure you that there 
will be a positive impact on children’s lives. 
It can’t help being effective. 

Have you visited an elementary school late-
ly and just looked at the children, especially 
those in large groups?  Have you noticed 
the number of children who are larger and 
heavier than their classmates?  You would 
have to be blind not to notice that there 
are many more heavy kids than there were 
back in our day. Now we could go on and 
on about why this is, and really, what’s the 
point?  Blame TV, blame food manufactur-
ers, blame convenience foods. 

Blame the fact that more mothers have to 
work to keep the family afloat, and conve-
nience foods (prepared food, fast food, and 
all that the term “convenience” represents) 
are the only way a parent can get their fam-
ily fed in this day and age.  Many parents 
believe that there simply is no time to pre-
pare truly nutritious meals, and besides, the 
kids won’t eat what’s healthy anyway.

All of this is true to an extent, but we edu-
cators are eternal optimists, idealists, and 
thank goodness for that. If we weren’t op-
timistic and hopeful, we wouldn’t show up 
to teach your kids.  We’re all about hope. 
We know that it’s in school where you can 
change hearts and minds, especially when 

you have good concept, and we believe we 
have a good concept.

We are using some pretty creative tools, and 
among them television.  Two popular TV 
shows on local cable right now are Kids in 
the Kitchen and The Garden Organic.  One’s 
a good old-fashioned cooking show that 
happens to involve middle school and high 
school kids.  The other series is a gardening 
show that involves mostly elementary and 
middle school students.  These two shows 
(one is produced in the winter, and the oth-
er is produced in the summer) emphasize 
raising and cooking organically 
grown food.  We have an out-
standing support staff includ-
ing a licensed dietitian, Megan 
Dalsing of Hy-Vee, (sponsor 
of both shows), and chef Jim 
Terry of the Captain Merry. 
He’s considered one of the 
top chefs in this region. He’s 
a natural teacher, and his 
whole mantra is the pure 
unadulterated taste of or-
ganic and whole foods 
including meat, poultry, 
whole grains and food 
free of chemicals and 
pesticide residue.  He’s 
fanatic about food ... 
good food.

Megan and Jim have 
proved that organic 
foods and natural in-
gredients taste better.  
Jim also proved that 
you can cook some-
thing from scratch in 
under 30 minutes. 
He does this every 
week we produce 
our show. He does 
almost no prep work. 
We buy the ingredients 
in the store, and he puts 
the featured dish together 
right then in the store on 
a portable kitchen unit.  It’s 
really something, but it’s not r o c k e t 
science. His whole point is that good whole 
and organic food is not only good for you, 
but it’s actually easy to prepare with a little 
knowledge. He also feels that the craft of 
cooking has become lost in recent genera-
tions because of the time crunch on fami-
lies. 

So guess what happened last week?  I get 
this call from Mediacom Cable.  Did I not 
pay my bill?  “Yes, you paid your bill,” said 
Mediacom.  “This is about your cooking 
show, Kids in the Kitchen. We would like 
your permission to air this show on all of 
our cable franchise operations throughout 
the state of Iowa.” Needless to say, I was 
thrilled with this news.  This means our little 
show from Dubuque, Iowa, is now going to 
be seen in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, the 
Quad Cities and everywhere in Iowa there 
are Mediacom subscribers. I guess we are 
doing something right.

But here’s the best part of this whole story.  
The other day we were taping an episode 

of The Garden Organic in Galena, Illinois, 
at the Great Galena Cookery, a special in-
structional kitchen where you can bring 
friends and cook a gourmet meal in a state-
of-the-art kitchen. It’s on Highway 20, just 
before you get to the Main Street turn.  It’s 
very innovative and apparently successful.  
Anyway, the owners of that establishment 
invited our gardeners to bring some of the 
produce they grew, along with the herbs, 
and make a gourmet pizza (they made five 
of them, all different).  We filmed the whole 
affair, and it was wonderful.  I was so im-
pressed with our kids, all middle schoolers.  

Because some of the cast members 
were also stars of the  

 

 
 
Kids in the Kitchen show, they 
know how to handle themselves in a kitch-
en.  Their knife-handling skills were on dis-
play, and their knowledge of the nutritional 
value of the foods they had grown were 
always bubbling to the surface just like the 
sauces simmering on that incredible stove 
in this kitchen.  I was so proud I had tears in 
my eyes …  until I realized it was the diced 
onions. 

Here’s what I’ve learned:  Give children the 
proper tools and the knowledge, and throw 
in a dash of inspiration, and I guarantee they 
will amaze us all.  

Gary Olsen is a nationally recognized and 
award-winning media designer and de-
veloper, and he’s been with the Dubuque 
Schools for the last seven years.



Dear Trixie:
My husband and I are not getting 
along. He is always criticizing my 
cooking, my house-cleaning skills and 
my weight gain. We’ve been married 
for sixteen years and it’s only become 
intolerable in the last 10 months. I 
was always under the belief that fights 
should be resolved before bedtime. 
He gives me the cold shoulder and 
doesn’t seem to want to resolve any-
thing. I feel so sick to my stomach that 
I can’t sleep.
--Red-Eyed

Dear Red-Eyed:
You should never go to sleep mad. Stay 
up and plot your revenge.

Dear Trixie:
There’s this boy in my homeroom who 
had a massive crush on me last year. 
He followed me around school and 
twice he rode past my house on his 
bike.  He got really cute over the sum-
mer and now that I want to hang with 
him he’s totally ignoring me. I think I 
might be in love with him. How can I 
get him?
--Courtney in 201B

Dear Courtney:
Step One: Smile. This is a simple way 
to show him you’re not stuck-up. Step 
Two: Maintain eye contact while ask-
ing him about his summer. This will 
show that you’re not retarded. Step 
Three: Say something subtle like, 
“Want to have sex?” and then do it. 
Just be careful you don’t slip up and 
say you love him or he’ll be off like a 
prom dress.

Dear Trixie:
I’m going to college this fall at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. My mom was a Chi 
Omega sister and she thinks I should 

definitely join a sorority. What do you 
think?
--Future Freshman

Dear Future Freshman:
Sororities are a great way for you to 
meet people and learn new ways to 
vomit up food.

Dear Trixie:
I’m engaged to a great girl! She’s smart 
and funny and genuinely kind to peo-
ple. Unfortunately, my mother, who’s 
84, does not feel the same way. She 
goes out of her way to belittle my girl-
friend at family functions and when 
my girlfriend politely ignored the in-
sults, my mother actually glowered at 
her. My brothers and sisters and I were 
horribly embarrassed and my fiancee, 
though hurt, remained gracious. She 
even made excuses for my mother! 
This has happened nearly every time 
we are there and I just don’t think 
I can watch her go through it again. 
The minute we get home, my girlfriend 
bursts into tears. I told her my mother 
has done this with every spouse who 
has joined our family but that doesn’t 
seem to lessen the pain. How can 
I stop my mother from being such a 
cruel, nasty witch?
--Anonymous

Dear Anonymous:
When she’s not looking hit her really 
hard in the head with a shovel.

Dear Trixie:
I’m 19 and just bought my first mo-
torcycle. My parents won’t let me ride 
it unless I wear a helmet. I told them 
in Iowa it’s not illegal but they say it’s 
the helmet or no bike. I’m over 18 and 
should be able to make my own deci-
sions. What do you think?
--JD

Dear JD:
I think teenage motorcyclists make 
the best organ donors because they 
haven’t had time to ruin their hearts 
and livers.
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ARIES
Your scientific efforts to insert one 
more kind of chocolate into your 
“Death by Chocolate” brownies will 
result in throwing the space-time con-
tinuum out of balance and causing the 
implosion of the universe. You CAN 
have two separate chocolate desserts. 
But being you, you’ll probably end of 
needing to overchocolateify both of 
them as well. 

TAURUS
Unfortunately, things are going to take 
a downward swing for a bit.  There is 
no fragrant way to take a dump, no 
tasty way to vomit. The only good 
thing about this coming week is that 
it will (eventually) end. Or so you 
hope.

GEMINI
Have you ever wondered what hap-
pens when you leave a tub of cottage 
cheese and a ham sandwich in the 
refrigerator for six months? Perhaps 
now is a good time to find out, as you 
muddle through the doldrums of late 
summer movies. But don’t blame Dr. 
Skrap when you discover that your 
new creation cannot be killed by con-
ventional weapons.

CANCER 
Yes, a threesome has always been 
your dream, and soon it may finally 
be within your reach. But remember 
this cardinal rule: Only one Trekkie 
per threesome! Failure to abide by 
this hallowed rule may result in hu-
man sacrifice and dogs and cats living 
together ... mass hysteria.

LEO  
So you’re looking for an excuse to stay 
out at the bar all night, since your sig-
nificant other’s starting to get on you 
about never being home.  The answer 
is simple: Cancel your cable televi-
sion, and then pray for every ESPN 
night baseball game to go into extra 
innings.  Two birds with one stone: 
More baseball and more beer!

VIRGO 
Your social life has been slowing down 
as of late; people just don’t seem to 
want to be around you. Have you 
considered the possibility that your 
frequent intake of Mexican food is the 
source of the single largest gas leak 
in the entire Midwest? Go on: Light 

a match and find out. All your friends 
are trying it, so why shouldn’t you?

LIBRA
Perhaps you’re going about things the 
wrong way.  Instead of simply being a 
Cubs fan, what if you became a Cubs 
high priest? Turn it into a religion! Not 
only will you be a role model for all 
your friends, but you can also cash in 
on some pretty sweet tax breaks, too 
-- and what’s better than that?

SCORPIO  
Don’t worry.  Soon, the greatest time 
of the year will be upon you.  It is the 
time of mighty competition, noble ad-
versaries and mortal combat. A time 
when the men are separated from the 
boys and the carnivores from the veg-
etarians.  Prepare for fantasy football.

SAGITTARIUS 
So you’re looking for a new outlet for 
your creativity and you thought about 
picking up the guitar. And that’s all 
well and good. But there’s more to 
it than playing air guitar to “Sweet 
Child of Mine” in your underwear on 
a Wednesday night. You need a kara-
oke machine, too.

CAPRICORN
So work’s been getting you down 
lately? Here’s an idea: Buy the biggest 
Nerf bazooka you can find, smuggle it 
into the office, and in the middle of a 
conference call with corporate head-
quarters, break it out, bellow “IT’S 
GO TIME,” and begin pelting every-
one in sight. Problem solved: You’ll be 
looking for a new job in no time.

AQUARIUS 
Yes, skydiving sounds like a great idea, 
especially since you just got a promo-
tion and a raise. What better way to 
celebrate it than jumping while 4,000 
feet in the air, right? But if you keep 
on forgetting to unzip when you go 
to the bathroom ... is it really such a 
great idea to jump out of a plane? 

PISCES 
 So you’ve just survived Episode 1: 
The Pre-Menstrual Menace and Epi-
sode 2: Attack of the Flow. Things are 
looking up, right?  You’ve conquered 
your enemy and lived to fight another 
day? Nope.  Get ready for Episode 3: 
Revenge of the Fallopian Tubes.



26       DUBUQUE365ink    •  It’s alive!  That’s right!  It’s Swamp Thing!     •    More Info 24/7/365 @ DUBUQUE365.COM

Under the influence 
Part I

I’m often asked what the next 
hottest decorating trend will be.  
Fortunately, I don’t leave home 
without my crystal ball or magic 
wand.  It does however; pose the 
question: What external influenc-
es inspire decorating trends? Is it 
the economy, technology, current 
society, global concerns or all of 
the above?  

We often see the past reinvented 
to apply to today’s conditions, yet 
each segment of our past is indel-
ibly marked with a look of its own. 
(Who can forget the ‘70s with all 
that shag carpeting, polyester fur-
niture and avocado green every-
thing?)  What will be remembered 
as the look of the new millennia 
and what influence was the over-
riding factor?  

Yes, times, they are a changin’.  
Technology, it seems, has rapidly 
permeated the lives of nearly ev-
ery human in the industrialized 
world.  Think back just 10 years 
ago at how few of our friends and 
relatives owned a computer and 
how few of those had an internet 
connection.  Today it’s almost in-
conceivable to be without a home 
computer, cell phone or any one 

of the technological conveniences 
we have grown accustomed to 
having in our lives.  We can down-
load photos to the grandparents 
from our camera or cell phone, 
edit movies, send a wireless fax ... 
the possibilities are overwhelm-
ingly endless. Yes, I believe tech-
nology has had the most profound 
and direct impact on our daily 
lives.  Yet with all of our modern 
conveniences and instant access 
to the rest of the world, technol-
ogy fails to provide intimate hu-
man interaction.  

What does this have to do with 
decorating?  Technology is trans-
forming design by exposing our 
minds to bold graphics, distant 
cultures and new designs.  It has 
also advanced production of many 
new materials, finishes and fabrics 
we’ve never even dreamed of.  It 
also challenges us to maintain our 
individuality, increase our aware-
ness to preserve the natural world 
around us and look to the past for 
nostalgic comforts.  Technology 
inspires our humanity.  

In the next issue I will share with 
you five trend forecasts as re-
searched by Sherwin Williams.  
They are very inspiring, but I can’t 
get them to fit in one article.  Stay 
tuned.  

No more 
disappearing 
car tricks!
Dubuque365 wants to tell you about 
our own Christmas in August. It has ev-
erything to do with Parking Meter Cash 
Cards.

The holiday story 
goes like this: It was 

a typical Friday morn-
ing meeting filled with 
passion and excite-
ment, when a member 
of the parking ticket 
squad walked into the 
office to tell Bryce that 
his truck was about to 
head to Wenzel Towing 
due to his high-ranking 
position on the “tow-list.”  
He wasn’t the only one in 
the office on the list.

He climbed to a high spot on the “tow-
list” by having a number of unpaid park-
ing tickets. Bad Bryce. Here’s why: Of-
tentimes, the 365 parking lot is full. The 
only other available p-spots around the 
office are metered. Scenario goes like 
this – you drive through the lot only to 
realize there is absolutely no room for 
you in the lot. You grab a spot out front, 
plug it with a couple quarters … or may-

be a couple of nickels 
and then, well, forget to 
continue doing so. 

Well, the City of 
Dubuque Parking Divi-
sion is here to say “no 
more.” The Parking Me-
ter Cash Card is a con-
venient way to not get 
parking tickets. You can 
buy a ticket for $10 and 

then purchase any amount of time you 
want to fill the card with. Now you can 
park, swipe the card through the meter 
and live worry-free. 

The swipe card works in all meters 
south of 14th Street in Dubuque and 
the city plans to replace all city meters 
in the coming months. 

The cards can be purchased at the Park-
ing Division at 830 Bluff Street. Want 
more information? Call or email Tim 
Horsfield at 589-4267 or email thors-
fie@cityofdubuque.org.



DUBUQUE365ink     •     I’ll tell you what happened this summer: The Cubs sucked.    •   DUBUQUE365.COM       27

365 INSTANT  GRATIFICATION  Answers on page 31

365  DOUBLES YOUR SUDOKU FIX!

ANSWERS TO ALL PUZZLES ARE ON PAGE 31 ...  YOU BIG CHEATER!

Stranger in a Strange Land
by Nick Klenske

I love the smell of tar in the morning.  Slow-
ly I wake up with this bitter scent swirling in 
my nose.   The house shakes slightly as a cre-
scendo baritone of a rumble echoes outside.  
My heart beats faster as I run to the window.  
Swirls of orange dance in 
my mind.  Bright, flores-
cent orange.  The color of a 
Dubuque summer.  

Then I hear it, the unmis-
takable, high-pitch beep of 
a dump truck in reverse.  
“They’re here!” my pre-pu-
bescent voice screeches.  I 
grab my miniature yellow 
and green canvas lawn chair 
and a blue Tupperware cup 
of cherry Kool-Aid before 
rushing outside to enjoy the 
glorious show of summer 
road construction.  

But that was then.  Now, 
as a half-assed adult running late to work, I 
am speeding down Pennsylvania Avenue (or 
Asbury or University…) when I see it: That aw-
ful, Satanic color orange.  “Son of a !@#$%,” I 
yell as the migraine-inducing beep of a dump 
truck in reverse pierces my ears.  I punch the 
steering wheel as sweat gathers along my fur-
rowed brow.  The clock continues to run and 
I begin to wait.  
 
Relenting to the superiority of the orange cone, 
I place my car in park, recline my cushioned 
chair, and take a gulp of coffee.  Looking at 
my reflection in the crooked rear-view mirror 
I ask out loud, “What happened?  Who stole 
summer?”

Summer used to be a season of relaxation and 
simplicity.  Summer was sandlot baseball, corn 

on the cob, cross-country road trips, a day at 
the pool, new loves and staying up all night.  Al-
though school, homework and early bedtimes 
consumed the rest of the year, summer was 
ours.  It was a time to live life on our terms.  

But what happened?  Now summer is just 
more of the same.  Full-time work, over-air-
conditioned offices, too-hot days, not enough 

nights, and quick weekend 
getaways.  Who took sum-
mer?  I demand to know.

Is the villain employment?  
Although work is always a 
popular scapegoat, we ulti-
mately choose our jobs.  Is 
it the fault of that menace 
called aging?  Even though 
growing older is unavoid-
able, growing up is a pre-
ventable mental condition.  
Perhaps family and commu-
nity responsibilities are to 
blame?  Yet, do we not also 
have a responsibility to our 
own well-being?

Ultimately, there is no one to blame but us.  We 
took summer away and therefore only we can 
give it back.  Instead of the perpetual excuse 
of other things to do, we shall use these last 
weeks of summer as an excuse to do nothing 
except live summer as summer must be lived.  

Dust off the ball glove, find a new book, head 
to the pool, stay up all night, sleep all day or 
get drunk on a Monday.  Regardless of age, 
summer is our time; the time to revert into our 
inner-child and live a carefree existence.  

When you see me outside in the middle of 
the afternoon sitting in my lawn chair with 
Kool-Aid stained lips and mesmerized by the 
orange cones serenading my street, you’ll un-
derstand.  I have reclaimed what is rightfully 
mine.  I have taken back summer.        



Glorius Garlic
“How anything as small and delicate looking as a clove of 
garlic can have such an impact on food never ceases to 
amaze.”
 - Betsey Balsley, Los Angeles Times

It’s been said to ward off the common cold and flu, lower 
blood pressure, act as an antibacterial and an … aphrodisiac 
-- and even repel mosquitoes. And since Buffy and friends 
proved that it isn’t effective at fending off vampires, it’s time 
to celebrate garlic in its simplicity and delicacy. We know 
you’ve ordered pizza bianco with fistfuls of garlic in the mid-
dle. We know that you live for pesto. Well, we don’t actually 
know any of this – including the alleged health facts, BUT we 
do know that you will be in garlic heaven at the 2006 Galena 
Garlic Festival on September 16 and 17. 

On the plate? Garlic coffee barbeque wings. Garlic shish-ka-
bobs. Roasted garlic. Garlic French fries. 

The festival opens on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Entrance tickets at the door 
are $2 per person and include live entertainment and contests 
throughout the day. This year, a new addition to the festival, 
the “Galena Garlic Recipe Contest,” will debut. Chefs from 
three distinct areas of the culinary world will compete for the 
best garlic recipe. The three categories? Best Restaurant, Best 
Chef and Best Bed and Breakfast recipe. All entries must be 
submitted by 1 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 17 … and the winner 
will be announced by 4 p.m. 

Festival organizer Laszlo Marton is pleased to welcome two 
new sponsors to this year’s event: Fried Green Tomatoes and 
Jamie’s Wine Studio. 

Galena Garlic Company’s award-winning gourmet chef blend 
rubs and spices have expanded to include coffee barbeque 
rub, teriyaki-ginger rub, grilling pepper, Jamaican jerk, wild 
garlic mushroom and balsamic fish rub.

Some of the chefs lined up for this year’s fest? Terry Riesterer 
(voted “chef of the year” from paragonchef.com), Randy Black, 
Chef Jan from the Belle Aire Mansion Bed and Breakfast, Sug-
ar Ray, Chef consultant Phillip Abbot and Chef Marco Soliz. 
Vendors will include Backstreet Steakhouse and Chophouse, 
Los Aztecas and Amigos del Festival. Specialty wine will be 
available for purchase from Massbach Winery and Jamie’s. 

Dubuque365ink is a proud sponsor of the Galena Garlic Fes-
tival.

Galena Garlic Company 
products can be gobbled 
up all year long at The 
Garlic and Spice Store 
located in the lower level 
of the courtyard at the 
DeSoto House Hotel or 
online at www.Galena-
Garlic.com, at Jamie’s 
Wine Studio or at Mur-
phy’s Garden, west of 
Galena. 
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Ladies Getaway Weekend
Ladies … it’s right around the corner. The 13th An-
nual Ladies Getaway Weekend in Galena is set for 
Sept. 7 through Sept. 10. 

General registration for Ladies Getaway 2006 is 
$10 per person and includes a 2006 commemora-
tive tote bag and a Ladies Getaway exclusive dated 
holiday ornament.

Check out some of the highlights …

If you like hats, you will want to be sure to take part 
in the LGA annual hat contest. Cash prizes will be 
given in the following categories: Individual Theme 
Category -- Feathers, Individual Open Categor, 
Group Themed Category—Feathers, Group Open 
Category and Best of Show.

On Thursday, check out Women on Fire at Turner 
Hall. Call 815-777-2787 for reservations.

On Friday, The My Favorite Things Annual Margarita 
Party and Book Signing is set for 5 to 6:30 p.m. where 
attendees can meet Becky Sisco, author of Garters 
and Grits, enjoy a beverage and receive 20 percent 

off at My Favorite Things on Main Street. From 5 to 
8 p.m., live music and a barbeque are planned at 
the Ramada Inn on US 20. Dinner includes hotdogs, 
hamburgers, brats or pulled pork sandwiches and two 
choices of summer salad for $6.

After dinner, ladies can pamper themselves at the 
Ladies Getaway Spa Party at the Ramada Inn from 8 
– 9:30 p.m. There will be lots of activities including 
aromatherapy workshops, nail 911 classes, health 
and beauty classes, yoga instruction … among 
many other fabulous options. 

OR, you could enjoy the Main Street Fashion Show 
from  6:30 - 8 p.m. at the DeSoto House Hotel Ball-
room. Main Street’s Boutiques will present a unique 
selection of “Galena Casual” apparel, classic fash-
ions and distinctive accessories.
 
On Saturday... A Girl’s Golf & Shopping Trip … A 
Slipper and Pajama Party …And on Sunday, enjoy a 
lovely Sunday brunch at the DeSoto House from 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m., featuring the Hat Lady of Dubuque & 
the Tri-States, Jill Rokusek. 
 
For more information or to make reservations, call 
815-777-9050.

High Flute’n Fashion Show
Riverview Center, Inc., will host its third annual High Flute’n Fashion Show, 
Brunch and Silent Auction on Saturday, September 30, at Turner Hall in Ga-
lena, Illinois.  This year’s show will feature a unique blend of the newest fall 
fashions from around the tri-state area along with historic looks from the 
1800s up to the 1930s.  

As a new feature added to this year’s show, local designer Lisa Dyrke of 
Antique Fashions will incorporate women’s fashions of the past, with the 
latest fall fashions in the Tri-State area. 

“We are excited about the combination of past and future in this year’s 
fashion show,” said Jason Betke, development director.  “Turner Hall itself 
has over 100 years of history and when you combine that element with the 
new fashions that will be modeled, it will make for a unique and entertain-
ing event.” 

Tickets for show are $25 and include brunch with complimentary mimo-
sas.  Doors will open at 10 a.m., with brunch beginning at 11. Riverview 
Center, Inc. provides free, comprehensive sexual assault prevention and 
intervention services to five counties in the tri-state area; Buchanan, Dela-
ware and Dubuque Counties, Iowa, and Carroll and Jo Daviess Counties, 
Illinois.   

For tickets and other event information, please contact Riverview Center, 
Inc., at 815-777-8155.



DUBUQUE365ink       •    I run away when women are on fire.    •   More Info 24/7/365 @ GALENALIFE.COM       29

September 7, 8 p.m.
Turner Hall

The Main Street Players and Merely 
Players of Chicago are teaming up to 

present Women on Fire on Sept. 7 at 8 
p.m. at Turner Hall in Galena.

Filled with laughter and women, 12 characters 
will explore the depths of the “everywoman.” 
From an advertising executive to a Midwestern 
mom to a construction worker … each charac-
ter is on a path filled with passion, fear, self-

discovery and, hell, even shopping. 

The show is not recommend for chil-
dren due to mature content and lan-
guage. 

Admission is $12 for adults and $5 
for students. For more informa-
tion, call 815-777-2787.
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The cow says...MOO!
Get ready for the Platteville Dairy Days 2006
From Friday, Sept. 8, through Sunday, Sept. 10, Platteville becomes a center for 
fun, food and music.

Check out the schedule:

Friday, Sept. 8
5 p.m.: Christman Amusements opens. This includes tons of carnival rides in-
cluding a Dizzy Dragon ride, Top Gun ride, helicopter ride, roller coaster, the 
Scrambler, a tilt-a-whirl, the Octopus, Castle Mania, Rock-o-plane, a merry-
go-round, a kiddie car ride, Round Up and a Carousel Bounce ride. 
6:30 p.m.: Fantasy Truck Pull
7 p.m.: Horseshoe Tournament (registration is at 6:30 p.m.)
8 p.m.: Mama’s Puddin’ rocks out, singing your favorite rock and country hits.

Saturday, Sept. 9

8 a.m.: Registration begins for 
the Badger Camp Bike Ride at 
Smith Park
9:30 a.m.: Dairy Days Parade 
on Main Street (See 365’s pic-
tures of last year’s parade at  
plattevillelifepictures.com)
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: 4-H Exhibits 
on Display at the Art Hall
noon – 4 p.m.: Caricatures by 
Kevin Wilder
12:30 p.m.: Dairy Show
1 p.m.: Bean Bag Tournament
(Free Family Entertainment Day!)
1 p.m.: Hometown Talent Showcase at the East Stage
1 and 4 p.m.: Daniel James, Hypnotist
2:30 and 4:30 p.m.: Mama’s Puddin’ at the East Stage
4 p.m.: Stitzer Go-Getters at the East Stage
5:30 p.m.: “Balanced Man” Service Auction
7 p.m.: Open Tractor Pull, $6 admission; $5 with Dairy Days button
8 p.m.: 50 Pound Rooster, FREE SHOW!

Sunday, Sept. 10

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Southwest Auto  
Club Car Show
9 a.m.: Mound City S.C. Horse Show
10:30 a.m.: United Methodist Church 
Service
1 p.m.: Lyle Foley & Jokers Wild
1 p.m.: Dairyland Antique 
Tractor Pull
1 p.m: Pedal Tractor Pull
2 p.m.: Fire Department Water Fights

ALSO … there will be an Antique Craft and Flea Market all three days and a 
Historic Encampment all three days at Mound View Park.

Don’t miss the Dairy Queen Dilly Bar eating contest on Saturday from 2:30 to 
3:45 p.m. and bingo all three days.

Dairy Days Buttons are on sale for $4 at Platteville banks, Dick’s Supermarket 
and at the Platteville Area Chamber of Commerce.

There will be new Main Tent seating, concessions and a delicious beer tent.

9th Annual  
Historic Encampment
Do not miss the 9th Annual Historic En-
campment at Moundview Park (the corner 
of Broadway and East Madison streets) on 
Sept. 8, 9 and 10. 

The Historic Encampment will offer quality 
educational experiences to student groups 
and the general public with its living his-
tory groups including Ft. La Jonquiere -- A 
French Marine Company, Ogden’s Rang-
ers, 1771 Colonial Alliance, 1812 Prairie 
du Chien Militia and Me-Shktenye. 

Throughout the group and in-
dividual camps, visitors will 
enjoy presentations on mili-
tary and domestic life, Indian 
lifeways and historic clothing 
and more.

Artisans will be working on 
everything from flintknapping 
and silversmithing to candle-
making, spinning, dying, fin-
gerweaving, blacksmithing 
and woodworking.  

Old-time music, food, kettle 
corn and merchants’ wares 

will be available throughout the Encamp-
ment, and Platteville’s Mining and Rollo 
Jamison Museums will present exhib-
its and talks about early lead mining in 
Southwestern Wisconsin, along with an 
opportunity to participate in 19th-century 
children’s and parlor games. 

A suggested donation of $5 per adult is 
requested on Saturday and Sunday. 

Hours are: Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m.;  Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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                  Questions on page 6
Quiz Answers:
1. 120 MPH is the terminal velocity ... which is how 
fast most people drive down Locust.

2. It’s how you arrange two components to travel, 
duh. Gypsies are scary.

3. It was Andrew Garnerin in 1797. Da Vinci was 
too busy writing his code.

4. Ask Tim Brechlin. Who are you going to trust: 
Timmy B or some silly king?

5. Europe is the champion of skydiving accidents in 
2006.  Which is sort of like being the champion of 
cases of leprosy.

6. 400 skydivers in one formation is the record. 
Bryce Parks once ate 400 strips of bacon.

7. Hitting anything at 120 MPH is painful, silly. But 
would you rather hit a raindrop or a moose?

8. There are 34,000 registered skydivers in the U.S., 
just slightly fewer than the number of beers 365ink 
staff consume in a week.

9. All of the above, but laughing uncontrollably while 
squeezing your butt cheeks may lead to ... problems.

10. Women comprise 15 percent of total skydivers, 
but they comprise 100 percent of female skydivers.

Suduko Answers
Puzzle 1                         Puzzle 2

365 Instant Gratification
Crossword Answers   From page 27

Puzzle Answers from page 27 
Cryptoquip Answer

Cottingham & Butler presents 
the Dubuque365 Lunchtime 
Jam EVERY FRIDAY through-
out the summer in downtown 
Dubuque!

From 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 
Friday, join 365 and Cotting-
ham & Butler in the Town Clock 
Plaza for live music and great 
food from Carlos O’Kelly’s. 

The best local musical talent  
is featured each week, includ-
ing Denny Garcia, Jeremy & 
Keisha, Ralph Kluseman and 
Mike Mason, Maureen Kilgore, 
Chad Witthoeft and more!

A special thank you to KGRR 
and Johnny Rhodes for promo-
tional support in our fifth year.

365 LUNCHTIME JAM 
EVERY FRIDAY

Future Servings of Jam:
August 25: Ralph Kluseman & Friends

September 1: A great musician!

Tanya Graves Personal Experience

beauty of seeing the green and brown check-
erboard earth, the curve of the horizon as the 
sun made the sky turn pink. I could tell you 
about how proud I felt for conquering my fear 
of heights. I could reminisce about Dad saying, 
“Nice job.” He never says “nice job.”

But none of this will mean anything to you if 
you have never jumped. Instead, I leave this 
quote from the skydiving world: “If riding in an 
airplane is flying, then riding in a boat is swim-
ming. If you want to experience the element, 
then get out of the vehicle.”

Tanya Graves is a licensed instructor for coach-
ing, static line and AFF (Accelerated Free Fall). 
She has been jumping for 15 years with Tri-
State Skydivers and has gone on more than 600 
dives without incident. And by “incident” we 
mean “death.”

Free Fallin’

At only 18, Chapman has joined the Tri-State Skydivers as 
a student and hopes to become a licensed skydiver and 
instructor. “It’s an expensive hobby, but it’s better than 
anything else,” he said. And for Chapman, “anything else” 
includes motorcycling, unicycling (he has 16), poweriz-
ing (those shoes that help launch you 9 feet in the air) and 
working on solving Rubik’s cubes quickly. 

LaSoya says skydiving is not for everyone … but Tjarks says that 
those who have a fear of heights can breathe easy. “There is 
nothing to compare it to,” he said, explaining that if you’re on 
top of the Space Needle in Seattle … you have a sense of space, 
time and distance. When you’re thousands of feet in the air, you 
don’t have that. 

What you do have, according to LaSoya, is a sense of self-
awareness. “Skydiving lets you look at your inner self. It creates 
(within you) a sense of calm and peace.”

And for the 34,000 (and growing) people who belong to the 
United States Parachute Association, that sense of calm and 
peace is contagious and unforgettable. 

Want to experience yourself and the sky on a grand level? Tri-State 
Skydivers is hosting a “ Harvest Boogey” (boogey is actually the 
technical term for a big jump-fest) on Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at the 
Dubuque Regional Airport from 9 a.m. to sundown both days.

The Super Otter Airplane from Skydive Chicago will be avail-
able and holds 24 jumpers. Tandems are available.  The Tri-
State Skydivers are taking reservations at 563-590-6779. 
Spaces are filling fast. Food and drink are available … come 
to jump or just watch. Tri-State Skydivers will be joined by Sky-
dive Iowa and Seven Hills Skydivers (out of Madison, Wis.).  
Visit them online at www.tri-stateskydivers.com.

..continued from page 4.
...continued from page 4.

Tanya’s sporting her 365 T-shirt!




