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Where’s Wando?
We’ve hidden Wando somewhere in this issue of 365ink. Can 
you fi nd the master of movies buried within these pages?

special thanks to:
Tim Brechlin, Jon Schmitz, Ralph Kluseman, Kay Kluse-
man, Chris Wand, Neil Stockel, Ron Kirchhoff , Fran Parks, 
Christy Monk, Julie Steff en, Ron & Jennifer Tigges, bacon, 
Team Dubuque, Radio Dubuque and all the 365 friends 
and advertisers for all your support. You are all 365.

the 365 inkwell
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I was looking at an old issue of 365ink today. 
I was reading an inkubator that I wrote 
when I was 33. It was pretty much a laun-
dry list of evidence that I’m getting or have 
gotten old. Things like working in the back 
yard in shorts and the black socks that I 
wore to work that day. Pretty damming evi-
dence. But it wasn’t all that bad, not that it 
wasn’t embarrassing. I’m just thinking of it in 
the context of me at 27 years old. It’s been 
four years and it’s only gotten worse. Much 
worse.

At first I thought it was the years wearing 
on me. Well, it is definitely that. But I think 
there are other factors to consider. I used 
to be able to go out all night. Then it was 
just stay out late. Now I’m only out late if 
the band is getting paid to be out late. But 
I guess I should get credit for still being in a 
rock back at 37. That’s not so curmudgeonly. 
I went out to see a friend’s band the other 
night, The Enemies of Confusion, and it was 
probably the first time I’ve gone one to a 
bar band gig in months. I often want to, but 
somewhere between the day I had, the suck 
of the giant leather couch, and the general 
preference of my wife’s company on that 
couch over all outer activities, the power of 
the music just doesn’t have it. And to make 
things worse, I think my iron pipes are wear-
ing out. No not the “gun show,” I mean the 
voice. I can usually abuse my vocal chords 
with the band all night, belting out AC/DC 
tunes, etc. and not missing a beat. But now 
when I finish off a little Highway to Hell, I’m 
finished off too. Thank God Jon sings more 
songs now so I can rest. 

As far as the black socks go, I think I’m actu-
ally doing better about wearing them out-
side with shorts. But I do have other traits 
growing to match the pace of newly dis-
covered hairs coming out of ears and noses 
that didn’t previously boat them. Instead of 
going outside now to fix the motorcycle, I 
make trips to the garden to see if the aspar-
agus has sprouted. That’s not cool at all. My 
much younger, more energetic, single guy 
neighbor plays with his dogs in the yard and 
has friends over to brew beer. Me, I throw a 
pork butt on the smoker and contemplate 
where I would put a retaining wall if I had the 
money to install one. I should still be fanta-
sizing about girls, not retaining walls, right? 

Maybe I’m taking the wrong multivitamin.

My DVR is set to record three shows. Ameri-
can Pickers, Pawn Stars, and Deadliest 
Catch. I guess I have not started recording 
60 Minutes yet so there is still a chance for 
me. Or maybe I’ll skip that step and proceed 
right to forgetting how to program the DVR. 
Heck, maybe I’ll just start storing my remote 
control in the drawer under the TV because 
it’s just become too confusing.

Even this fun little diversion of making a 
newspaper is kicking my butt. It’s currently 
7 a.m. If you know me, you know I’m not a 
7 a.m. kind of guy. There must be a special 
occasion. You’d be right. I have not gone to 
bed yet from last night. A deadline is a dead-
line. So I hope you like it a lot because it cost 
me my Tuesday night.

So is it worth fighting off this slide to becom-
ing my dad? He was a good guy. That’s not 
such a bad thing. Is there even hope for any 
of us to avoid it? I feel like I can pretend to be 
excited about leaving the house on a Friday 
night, but inside I know I’d rather be doing 
nothing. It helps when the festival season 
starts. It seems there is enough draw there 
for me to get off my rear for a while to take 
in the sights. Plus it’s kind of my job to go 
out and do stuff in the community. There 
are definitely worse jobs out there. I’ll prob-
ably be one of those people who goes to 
the festival but takes along my own lawn 
chair. That’s just smart thinking. It’s not cool 
and hip at all, because all of your younger 
hipper friends are there, chairless, drinking 
beer and making plans for what to do after 
the festival. Are you kidding me? I wasn’t 
thinking I was even going to make it all the 
way through the festival itself. 

I probably just need a whole lot more exer-
cise. I’m sure losing a few (dozen) pounds 
couldn’t hurt. It is walking season. My wife 
and I walk. That’s what old people do, right? 
They can’t run anymore. Not that I really ever 
could.  So I’ll walk and find my energy again 
and update you on my progress, and I’ll be 
sure and let you know when the asparagus 
has finally sprouted, too.

P.S.  Bryce’s wife would like to note that she 
is not old.

{ bryce’s inkubator } my UNI college career was powered creatively by 2 a.m. stein pizza!
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GRIFINFEST Film Festival  
April 16-17   
Mindframe Theater  
The 2010 GRIFINFEST Film Festival, sponsored 
by the Great River Film Initiative group (that’s 
where the GRIFIN acronym comes from), is 
scheduled for April 16-17 at Mindframe The-
aters and will feature filmaking workshops 
and an award ceremony and screening of this 
year’s top films submitted during the compe-
tition leading up to the event. The weekend 

Film Festival will kickoff with a social on Friday, 
April 16 from 8 to 10 p.m. which will give film-
makers and GRIFIN members an opportunity 
to meet and mingle.  The following day, Satur-
day, April 17 offers a full schedule of filmmak-
ing workshops and events leading up to the 
award ceremony and screening beginning at 
7 p.m.  All non-screening events take place at 
Main Stay Suites in Dubuque. For more infor-
mation, visit www.greatriverfilm.com. 

Saturday, April 17  
Celebrate You  
Sinsinawa Mound Center  
Organizers invite Tri-State women to take 
some time to Celebrate You, Saturday, April 
17 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Sinsi-
nawa Mound Center.  A morning experience 
designed to focus on the gifts of mind, body 
and spirit, Celebrate You will offer learning 
experiences in over 35 different breakout 

sessions in everything from fashion to gar-
dening, fitness, or making a personalized 
wine glass.  Area spas will be giving service 
samplings of massages, mini-facials, hair 
styling tips, spray tanning, makeup touch up, 
paraffin wax, and more.  After a lunch, guests 
will be able to indulge in a decadent choco-
late buffet.  The admission fee of just $30 
includes all sessions, lunch, shopping, door 
prizes, and chocolate indulgence!  The event 
benefits Maria House.  Contact NICC.

Dupaco Community-Wide   
Garage Sale  
DUBUQUE | Saturday, April 24, 2010  
PLATTEVILLE | Saturday, May 8, 2010  
It’s your chance to be am American Picker! 
Garage Sale locations - along with a description 
of sale items -  is available for online viewing at 
Dupaco.com, to plan in advance. To assist shop-
pers in locating registered sale locations quickly 
and easily on the day of the event, Community-

Wide Garage Sale Shoppers’ Directories will be 
available through The Dubuque Advertiser for 
the Dubuque Sale and The Platteville Journal 
for the Platteville Sale. Extra copies of these 
complimentary directories will also be available 
to the general public at all Dupaco locations. To 
find sales around you, go to streetjaw.com, type 
in “find ‘garage sales’ within 10 miles of ‘your 
address’” to get all the closest sales near you

Tuesday, April 27  
Women of Achievement Awards  
Grand River Center  
The Women’s Leadership Network (WLN) of 
Dubuque will host the 3rd Annual Women 
of Achievement Awards on Tuesday, April 
27, 5:30 p.m. at the Grand River Center. The 
Women of Achievement Awards ceremony 
is designed to recognize and honor women 
who provide significant contributions in their 
professional, personal and volunteer roles in 
the community.  To submit a nomination, 
visit http://www.dubuquewln.org. 

Friday, April 30   
Captain’s Ball, Grand River Center  
The National Rivers Hall of Fame and the 
Dubuque County Historical Society invite 
everyone to celebrate river culture and people, 
and to dine and dance the night away in the 

Community Briefs

{ community } i’d swear that los angeles girl below is so darned familiar.
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{ community }
Port of Dubuque for the Captain’s Ball, sched-
uled for Friday, April 30, from 5:30 to 11:30 p.m. 
at the Grand River Center.  The event features a 
dinner, a live and silent auction, and entertain-
ment by Hunter Fuerste & his American Vintage 
Orchestra.  For more information, or to RSVP, 
call Vicky Sutter at 563-557-9545, ext. 276.

Thursday, May 6  
Shalom Mother’s Day Event  
A special pre-Mother’s Day celebration 
titled “Joyce and the Thoroughly Modern 
Millies” will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 6 at Shalom Retreat Cen-
ter. The evening will begin with a delicious 
homemade dinner. Following the meal, 
Joyce Connors, 3rd Ward-City of Dubuque 
City Council member, and her daughters/
daughter-in-law (Paula Connors, Jill Con-
nors, Amy Connors and Jennifer Hill) will 
share how they live their belief that there 
are lots of ways to be family.  Treat your 
mother, daughter, sister, grandmother 
and/or whoever fits those roles in your 
life to an evening of fun, food and inspi-
ration. The cost to attend is $20 for adults 
and $10 for girls (age 12 & under) for the 
dinner and program. To register, call Sha-
lom at 563/582-3592. Registration deadline 
is noon, May 3.  Shalom Retreat Center is 
located at 1001 Davis St., Dubuque, IA.

Friday, May 7  
Puttzin Around Downtown  
Dubuque Main Street invites area mini golf-
ers to sign up their foursomes for the annual 
Puttzin’ Around Downtown mini golf outing, 
scheduled for the afternoon of Friday, May 7.  
Eighteen downtown area businesses will host 
a mini golf hole for the event, with the theme 
of “Dubuque-cky Derby” a send-up of the 
famous Kentucky Derby horse race.  Expect to 
see jockeys and of course ladies should where 
their best spring hats.  To sign up your busi-
ness as a hole sponsor or to sign up your four-
some to play the course, visit Dubuque Main 
Street at 1069 Main, or call (563) 588-4400. 

Friday, May 7  
Mothers’ tribute at Mound  
Sinsinawa Mound Outreach has a special 
event planned to honor mothers. Join us 
for “Does God Like to Shop?” Friday, May 7, 
noon-3 p.m., featuring a noon lunch fol-
lowed by a program and style show high-
lighting Fair Trade items from the Sinsinawa 
Book & Gift Gallery. Sam Kauffman will pres-
ent a program based on Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians that explores the ways God cares 
for, protects and blesses us. Kauffman is a 
Christian singer, songwriter, and storyteller. 
The registration deadline is noon May 4, and 
the fee is $20. For more information or to reg-
ister, call Guest Services at (608) 748-4411.

some people are geat golfers. you, my friend, are less of a driver and more of a putz.
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Vintage Torquefest  
May 1st, Farley Speedway 
By Mike Ironside 
Photos by John Jackson

Before modern high-performance sports 
cars, before “muscle cars,” young Americans 
fulfilled their need for speed with hot rods.  
Soldiers back from World War II, dealing with 
the pressures of reentering a rapidly changing 
culture and with technical skills learned in the 
military found an outlet in tinkering with and 
racing cars.  Modifications were sometimes 
made for aesthetic reasons, but mostly in an 
effort to reduce weight and increase power.  

Greasers and gear-heads drag raced their 
stripped down hot rods on back roads and 
main streets across America.  Set to the 
backbeat of the rebellious music known 
as rock-n-roll, hot rod culture blossomed 
in the 1950s and early ‘60s like a cloud of 
smoke from hot tires on asphalt.  It was the 

Golden Age of hot rods.  

This is the kind of car and culture that Vin-
tage Torque Fest celebrates.  

Scheduled for Saturday, May 1 (with a Friday 
cruise the night before), Vintage Torque Fest 
will bring a different kind of car show and 
experience to Farley Speedway in Farley, Iowa.  
Featuring a bunch of fun extras like live music, a 
swap meet, a model contest, camping, and an 
exhibition of hot rod and “low-brow” art, the 
true focus of Torque Fest will be the cars and 
motorcycles.  While classic car and motorcycle 
owners and enthusiasts of all kinds are wel-
come to attend, the Vintage Torque Fest show 
will be limited to pre-1965 vintage-style hot 
rods, pre-1975 motorcycles, and one-of-a-kind 
customs.  But that’s not the only difference.  

“There are car shows all over the country every 
weekend and they all are the same kind of 
setup,” explains Torque Fest promoter John 

Wells.  “Drive in to a parking lot, get out 
your lawn chairs, sit down and stare 

at your bumper for seven hours.”  
Torque Fest offers an alternative 

experience.  

While world 
famous customs 

like the “Blue Danube,” 
the 1950 “Hirohata Mer-

cury,” and the “Roswell Rod” 
(pictured on the cover with the 

lovely Miss V) will all be shown on the 
inside showroom, qualifying hot rods, rat 

rods, jalopies, beaters, vintage trucks, motor-
cycles, and mini-bikes will be on display out-
side AND will be allowed to take a couple 
laps on the Farley Speedway dirt track.  That 
might sound crazy to the guy who’s spent the 
cost of a modest home and countless hours 
polishing the chrome on his tricked-out ride, 
Torque Fest encourages hot rodders to “do it 
in the dirt!”  

In fact Vintage Torque Fest is one of only 
three car shows in the world that allow 
qualifying participants to actually drive on 
a dirt track.  One is the Jalopy Showdown 
in Pennsylvania, and the other is Hot Rod 
Hay Ride outside London, England.  

Because of its unique nature, Vintage Torque 
Fest caught the attention of national hot rod 
magazines who will be covering the event, 
as well as Dennis Gage, host of “My Classic 
Car” on the Speed Channel.  Gage and the 
“My Classic Car” crew will be shooting the 
15th season of the popular show this spring, 
including an episode featuring Vintage 
Torque Fest.  The narrow focus of the show, 
along with the added feature of allowing 

{ cover story }

Continued on Page 34

cold beer!! there. if there was anything keeping you from torquefest, i’ve just fixed it.
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{ cover story }

allthewayhomeconference.com

Purpose: To thank our community’s Veterans and military families for their service and to showcase federal, 
state, and local programs and services specially geared toward Veterans’ issues.

Audience: Veterans and military families, interested community members.

Featured Speakers:  
L. Tammy Duckworth, V.A. Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs. 
Duckworth fl ew Black Hawk combat missions in Baghdad in 2004 where she lost both legs to 
a rocket-propelled grenade but continued to pilot her aircraft until passing out from blood loss, 
earning the Purple Heart, the Air Medal, and the Combat Action Badge. Today she advocates 
on behalf of disability rights and Veterans. 

Dr. Heidi Kraft - former Navy Lieutenant Commander - Fleet Marine Force, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran, Clinical Psychologist. 

Author Jake Krapfl  - Local Operation Iraqi Freedom Vet, Student, PTSD Survivor.

Activities: Booths with over 100 state and local organizations with programs 
for veterans and their families. Plus activities for kids.

Saturday, April 24th
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Five Flags Center, Dubuque, IA

 PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS
   • Iowa City VA Medical Center   
   • Dubuque County Veterans Affairs
   • TS Vietnam Vets
  • AmVets - Post 13
  • American Legion - Post 6
  • VFW - Post 508, Post 9663
  • Mental Health America
  • Iowa Workforce Development
  • American Red Cross
  • United Auto Workers
  • Marine Corps League
  • Navy League
  • VMFP
  • NAMI
  • Catholic Charities
  • United Way
  • Hillcrest Family Services
  • Radio Dubuque 
     AM 1370 KDTH, 92.9 KAT FM, 
     97.3 KGRR, 101.1 The River
  • Small Business Administration
  • DAV - Chapter 6
  • United States Armed Forces
  • Dubuque365.com, 365ink Magazine
  • KWWL-TV
  • Lamar Advertising
  • Kwik Stop / Dairy Queen
  • Telegraph Herald
  • Theisen’s Home Center

II
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{ arts & entertainment }
Art Market Dubuque  
Call to Artists  
Applications due May 15  
Applications are now available for Art Mar-
ket Dubuque, an opportunity for artists 
to exhibit and sell artwork on 8 Saturdays 
through the summer.   Located along the 
scenic Mississippi River Walk in the Port of 
Dubuque, Art Market Dubuque will feature 
a rotating selection of artwork for sale from 
between 20-35 vendors, from 1-6 pm, July 
17 to September 11, 2010.  Art Market will 
also feature live music, a children’s art tent, 
art demos, theater performances, food and 
drink.  A partnership between Dubuque 
Art Center and the Dubuque CVB, info and 
online application is available at www.
dbqartmarket.com. 

DMA New Exhibits for Spring 
Opening Reception  
Thursday, April 15, 5:30 p.m.  
Dubuque Museum of Art  
The Dubuque Museum of Art will celebrate 
the season and the new artwork on display 
with an opening reception, scheduled for 
Thursday, April 15, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Currently on display are a selection of paint-
ings by Dubuque artist Louise Herron Hal-
liburton and artist Peter Feldstein’s Oxford 

Project, as well as the Dubuque Citywide 
High Schools.

Art Exhibition  
Free Movie “My Architect”  
April 15, 2010  
Carnegie-Stout Public Library, Dubuque 
In honor of National Architecture Week, 
Carnegie-Stout Public Library in Dubuque 
will show the movie “My Architect” on 
Thursday, April 15, at 6:00 p.m. in the 3rd 
Floor Auditorium. Admission and snacks are 
free, and open discussion will be encour-
aged after the show.  Written and directed 
by Nathaniel Kahn, “My Architect” (2003) is a 
documentary about an illegitimate son who 
visits buildings across the world in attempt 
to learn more about his deceased father, 
legendary architect Louis I. Kahn. The movie 
is about two hours long and is not rated.  
For more information, please call the Library 
Information Desk at 563-589-4225 option 4, 
or visit www.facebook.com/carnegiestout.

The Blanks   
(Ted’s Band from TV’s Scrubs) 
Thursday, April 15, 7:30 PM  
UWP Center for the Arts   
The Blanks, the a cappella quartet that’s 
probably better known as Ted’s Band from 

the popular TV show “Scrubs” will perform at 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville’s Cen-
ter for the Arts Performing Arts, Thursday, 
April 15 from 7:30 p.m.  A quartet of singing 
friends who are lucky enough to play a quar-
tet of singing friends on TV, The Blanks have 
recorded their own CD.  The group is known 
to sing TV and movie themes like “Charles 
in Charge” and the “Six Million Dollar Man,” 
sometimes incorporating talking toys on 
stage.  

Divine Word College  
Creative Salon  
Weyland Art Gallery  
Opening Reception, Friday, April 16, 5 p.m. 
Divine Word College, Epworth   
Divine Word College in Epworth hosts a Cre-
ative Salon, a unique show of creative work 
by students, faculty, staff and friends of the 
Divine Word College community. Artists in 
any and all mediums will display their works 
for this one-of-a-kind gallery presentation. 
On display now through May 15, the gallery 
will host an opening reception Friday, April 
16, from 5-7 p.m. 

Rahim Alhaj in Concert  
Friday, April 16 @ 7:00 p.m.  
Divine Word College, Epworth  

Rahim Alhaj, virtuoso oud musician, com-
poser, and twice Grammy nominated per-
former will perform a concert at Divine Word 
College Friday, April 16 from 7 p.m.  Alhaj was 
born in Baghdad, Iraq and began playing the 
oud (the grandfather of all stringed instru-
ments) at age nine. His early talent providec 
him the opportunity to study under Munir 
Bashir, considered by many to be the great-
est oud player ever, and Salim Abdul Kareem, 
at the Institute of Music in Baghdad.  AlHaj 
won various awards at the Conservatory and 
graduated in 1990 with a diploma in composi-
tion.  In 1991, after the first Gulf War, AlHaj was 
forced to leave Iraq due to his activism against 
the Saddam Hussein regime and began his 
life in Jordan and Syria. He moved to the US 
in 2000 as a political refugee and has resided 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico ever since.  He 
became a US citizen on August 15, 2008. 

poor guy, someone broke the headstock on his fancy gee-tar!!
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{ arts & entertainment } spelling? that’s what spell checker is for.  c is for cookie, that’s good enough for me.

The 25th Annual Putnam   
County Spelling Bee  
April 22-25  
Terence Donaghoe Hall, Clarke College   
The Clarke College Drama Department presents the hit 
musical “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” 
Thursday, April 22, through Sunday, April 25 in Terence Don-
aghoe Hall on the Clarke campus. 

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” based on 
a book by Rachel Sheinkin with music and lyrics by William 
Finn, is a comedic look at six overachieving adolescents in 
competition for “the spelling championship of a lifetime.”  
The show’s Tony Award winning creative team has created 
the unlikeliest of hit musicals about the unlikeliest of heroes: 
a quirky yet charming cast of outsiders for whom a spelling 
bee is the one place where they can stand out and fit in at 
the same time. Ultimately, six young people in the throes 
of puberty, overseen by grown-ups who barely managed 
to escape childhood themselves, learn that winning isn’t 
everything and that losing doesn’t necessarily make you a 
loser. The performance is not recommended for students 
under age 13.

Thursday through Saturday performances (April 22-24) will 
be at 7:30 p.m. with the Sunday performance (April 25) at 
2 p.m.  Tickets are $13 for adults, $10 for seniors and $8 for 
students. For more information, contact the Clarke College 
Marketing and Communications Office at (563) 588-6318.

Mid-Life! The Crisis Musical  
April 16 to May 2  
Bell Tower Theater   
The first musical of Bell Tower Theater’s 2010 season, Mid-
Life! The Crisis Musical by Bob Walton and Jim Walton, will 
open April 16 and run through May 2.  A wacky musical, Mid-
Life! takes a comic look at the “age old” conditions and situ-
ations faced by those of us reaching middle-age.  Directed 
by Bell Tower Theater Artistic Director Sue Riedel, the pro-
duction stars Megan Gloss, Lorie Foley, Joanne Hillery, Chris 
Becker, Scott Mattison, John Woodin with accompaniment 
by Patti Giegerich and percussion by Ric Jones.  Bell Tower 
Theater is located in Fountain Park at 2728 Asbury Road. 
Performances are Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m., and Sunday afternoons at 
3 p.m. For information and to purchase tickets call 563-588-
3377 or visit www.belltowertheater.net. 

Callahan Promotions   
Arts & Crafts Show  
Saturday, April 17, 9:00 a.m.  
Grand River Center, Port of Dubuque  
Callahan Promotions, Inc. host their 21st annual Arts & Crafts 
Show at the Grand River Center in the Port of Dubuque, Sat-
urday, April 17 from 9:00 a.m.  A show with a wide range of 
arts and crafts, the event features over a hundred exhibi-
tors displaying thousands of unique handmade creations 
including jewelery, oak furniture, candles, ornaments, cloth-
ing, yard & garden art, baskets, quilts, clocks, bird houses, 
ceramics, doll clothes, pottery, soap, purses, toys, art prints, 
piano CDs, greeting cards, table runners & placemats, floral 

wreaths, food, and many more original products. All hand-
made by the exhibitor at the show.  Admission just $3. 

Guy Lombardo’s Royal Canadians  
With Al Pierson  
Saturday, April 24, 7 p.m.   
The Ohnward Fine Arts Center, Maquoketa  
While the iconic Guy Lombardo may no longer be with us, his 
music lives on in his Royal Canadians Orchestra under the direc-
tion of Al Pierson.  The group will perform at the Ohnward Fine 
Arts Center in Maquoketa Saturday, April 24 at 7 p.m.  Founded 
in1919, the Lombardo Orchestra is the longest running act in 
show business history, with over 500 hit songs to its credit.  
Some of the classic tunes performed by the group include 
“Seems Like Old Times,” “Boo Hoo,” “Conquette,” “Sweathearts 
on Parade,” “Johnson Rag,” “Bye Bye Blues,” “Enjoy Yourself,” 
and “Ain’t She Sweet.”  Take a walk down memory lane with Al 
Pierson and Guy Lombardo’s Royal Canadians.  Advanced tick-
ets ($22) are available at The Ohnward Fine Arts Center (from 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.), Osterhaus Pharmacy, and the Maquoketa 
State Bank Main Office, or at the door ($25).  Student tickets 
($13 in advance, $15 at the door) are also available.  

Chris Norman Ensemble  
Sunday, April 25, 3 p.m.  
UWP Center for the Arts,   
The Center for the Arts Performing Arts at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville presents The Chris Norman Ensemble, 
Sunday, April 25 at 3:00 p.m.  The Chris Norman Ensemble 
brings to life the energetic traditional dance music of Maritime 
Canada, Scotland, & Ireland with an emphasis on exploring 
points of contact with the music’s roots in 16th-19th century 
Europe. The Ensemble’s programs combine originality, intel-
ligence, fun, and sheer mastery that have won them respect 
from audiences, presenters, and colleagues alike in North 
America, Europe and Asia.  At the heart of the group is Chris 
Norman, whose brilliant and imaginative flute playing has 
contributed to groups as diverse as the The Baltimore Con-
sort, Skyedance, Helicon, Chatham Baroque, Concerto Cale-
donia, as well as Hollywood soundtracks such as the movie 
Titanic and seven solo recordings. His influential work as a 
performer, composer, recording artist, educator, and director 
of the Boxwood Festival & Workshop has played a significant 
role in reviving the flute in traditional Scottish and Canadian 
music. Tickets for this event are $18 for General Admission $16 
for Faculty and Senior Citizens $10 for Kids Under 18 and $5 
for UWP Students (with current ID) and are available at the 
University Box Office or online at http://tickets.uwplatt.edu.
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{ arts & entertainment }
wordcure   
Spoken Word Session  
Tuesday, April 27  
Monk’s Kaffee Pub  
Monk’s Kaffee Pub at 373 Bluff Street hosts 
“wordcure,” the second in a monthly series of 
sessions by spoken word artists, sometimes 
featuring musical accompaniment. Held on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month, the April 
session in the series is scheduled for Tues-
day, April 27, at 7 p.m. This month’s session 
will feature performances by casethejoint, 
David Stone, and Jim Sherry.  

Probably better known for his performances 
at local and regional hip-hop shows, Dubuque 
native, Casethejoint (Casey Olinger) brings 
words to life like no other on the microphone. 
Witty wordplay, a little alliteration, and meta-
phors that listeners will catch hours after the 
performance exemplify his style.  

David Stone, aka: Stone, is a Dubuque, Iowa 
bred, Loras college alum, who now resides 
in Rockford, Illinois.  Stone is a writer/poet/
free-form-flow-guru whose whimsical 
charm and sense of place tone will make his 
place, listeners’ new home.  

Maestro of sound, musician Jim Sherry 
brings the jazz trumpet alive through inspi-
ration and his own style of magical mystery.  
A Julliard graduate and professor of music 
at the University of Dubuque, Sherry keeps 
culture and music alive in Dubuque.  

The reading is free and open to the public. 
All ages are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  Wordcure is an independent, volun-
teer-driven series of free readings, wordcure 
offers the community free art and offers 
writers a stage to share their work.

happy little trees!

BRIO’s Spring Show  
Opening Reception  
Saturday, April 17  
BRIO Art Gallery, Galena  
Galena’s BRIO Art Gallery (116 South Main) 
hosts a new show for spring featuring the 
work of three artists – Gerard Erley, Michael 
DeFrancesco, and Eddie Corkery.  The gal-
lery will host an opening reception for the 
exhibit, Saturday, April 17 from 4:00 to 7:00 
pm.  Guests will have an opportunity to 
meet all three artists.  In addition, DeFran-
cesco will be painting during the reception.  

Gerard Erley of DeKalb, Illinois paints land-
scapes, often set at sunrise, sunset, or night, 
that are infused with an atmospheric qual-
ity reminiscent of the 20th century Tonalists.  
Shown across the US and Europe, his work is 
included in many significant public, private, 
and corporate collections.  

Michael DeFrancesco of Crystal Lake, Illinois 
captures warm rural images of the Ameri-
can heartland.  His barn paintings have 
been referred to as “portraits.” “My work 
is a synthesis of ALL my experiences as an 
artist,” he says, “mostly, I paint the Midwest 

where I live, work and call home. Inspira tion 
is always here in the beauty of nature. I enjoy 
the change of the seasons and each day I 
get to witness the forever changing paint-
ing that nature provides for us all to ‘see.’”  

Eddie Corkery’s soft presentation of life is 
plush with familiar imagery.  His wife Sara, 
and their two children are often his subjects 
and their home and yard are comfortable 
settings for many of his creations, along with 
local landscapes and images from his travels.  

BRIO is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m..
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{ arts & entertainment }
Gene Watson   
& The Farewell Party Band   
Saturday, April 24,   
Mooney Hollow Barn  
Traditional country music fans take note.  The 
Mooney Hollow Barn Music Center & Saloon 
in Green Island, Iowa hosts a special concert 
by country music legend Gene Watson with 
his group, The Farewell Party Band, Saturday, 
April 24.  The concert will begin with open-
ing band Country Tradition starting at 7 p.m.  
Doors open at 5 p.m.  

Considered by many traditional country fans 
to be one of country music’s best ballad sing-
ers of all time, Gene Watson is still recording 
and performing at age 65.  On tour promot-
ing his latest release, “A Taste of the Truth,” 
Watson has gathered favorable reviews for 
the CD which some consider to be his best 
yet.  That’s not a statement to be tossed 
around lightly, as Watson has had his share 
of hit songs.  Of his more than 70 charting 
songs, Watson has had 23 Top Ten Country 
Hits, 6 of which went to number one. 

Traditional country music fans will recognize  

many of his hit songs like “Love In The Hot 
Afternoon,” “Paper Rosie,” “Farewell Party,” 
“Fourteen Carat Mind,” “Should I Come  
Home (Or Should I Go Crazy),” “Nothing Sure 
Looked Good On You.” “Any Which Way,” 
“You’re Out Doing What I’m Here Doing With-
out,” “Sometimes I Get Lucky,” and “Drinkin’ 
My Way Back Home,” to name but a few.  

Though Watson, who USA Today has called 
“One of Country Music’s finest singers,” has 
been recording and performing for decades, 
he remains appreciative of true country music 
fans.  “I have been on top and I’ve been just 
as low as you can go,” he relates.  “There’s a 
tremendous number of people around the 
world who continue to come out to hear 
some fiddle and steel and songs about heart-
break and real life.  Those folks are there to 
support real country music and make it possi-
ble for singers like me to continue to sing it.”  

Tickets for the Gene Watson & The Fare-
well Party Band concert are $50 (VIP), $40 
(Reserved tables) and $35 (General Admis-
sion) and are available by calling 563-580-
9497 or online at www.mooneyhollowbarn.
com. While doors to the show open at 5 p.m. 
with the show starting at 7 p.m., doors to the 
barn open at noon with food being avail-
able from Jim’s Country Smokehouse from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Mooney Hollow Barn Music 
Center & Saloon is located 35 miles south of 
Dubuque on Hwy 52, Green Island, Iowa.  

i think they’ve developed a pill for abbamania, so we should be fine.
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{ 365 Special Issue: Kids in Summer }

2010 looks to a promising Summer year 
for the youth of the Tri-States as a slew of 
activities, camps, venues and entertainment 
opportunities vie for the ever hard to please 
short-attention-span demographic. But 
unlike the Summer entertainment for the “big 
kids”, the purpose for the kids programs is not 
just about making a buck. It’s about provid-
ing fun, safe, educational opportunities for a 
group of citizens who suddenly find them-
selves with a whole lot of free time. And while 
some parents might worry about kids with-
out a creative distraction getting themselves 
into trouble, for most people, it more about 
wanting to give their youngsters a growth 
opportunity that is also a great lasting mem-
ory... without getting themselves into trouble. 
Well, it that’s you, we’ve got some killer ideas 

to take to the kids for consideration.

We spoke with Pat Prevenas, the City of 
Dubuque’s Recreation Division Manager. In 
addition to the many opportunities that we 
will cover in just a minutes, Pat tells us there 
is hard work being done to try and add even 
more unique opportunities this Summer and 
Beyond including jobs program fro older 
teens, a BMX bike track at McAleece Park, a 
partnership with The Gym to teach proper 
weight lifting, plus 2 new pool parties with 
DJ’s or live bands and inflatables. One for Mid-
dle School kids and one for high school kids. 
They’re working on hip-hop dance classes 
and skateboarding classes as well. Watch for 
the Uptown Recreation Brochure coming later 
this month for more announcements.  One 

great program Pat pointed out what the long-
running Adventure daycacre partnership  with 
Four Mounds. Focusing on kids from lower 
income families first, it is an open program 
which can include day trips to Maquoketa 
caves, Four Mounds ropes course, canoeing 
and more, leaving from area parks. What an 
amazing and convenient opportunity for fam-
ilies who want the nest for their kids, but have 
trouble making ends meet or finding the time 
to focus on their kids with bills to pay.

City of Dubuque  
Leisure Services Opportunities

First up, and probably the most widespread 
and encompassing venue for kids Summer 
activities in through the City of Dubuque’s Lei-
sure Services Department. The people behind 
the Parks and Recreation in the area have re-
doubled their efforts this year to bring really 
creative, diverse and accessible entertainment 
options to area kids. The new Summer Leisure 
Services Program was released at City Expo 
on Tuesday and is packed with 48 pages of 
fun. You should look for your copy at the kids’ 
schools and area venues like the library, and 
city hall. We’ll recap the highlights.

Flora and Sutton Pools open on May 29th 
for the season featuring water slides, and a 
host of pool sizes and other water features 
and admission under 18 is just a $1.25. That’s 
a deal. And the city will throw in swim les-
sons in two-week sessions for just $17. There 
are even parent-child aquatic programs for 
kids 1-3 years of age.

KeyLine Transit is again offering FREE bus 
transportation this summer to Recreation 
Division and Carnegie-Stout Public Library 
activities, allowing season swim pass tag 
holders (purchased at the Leisure Services 
Department) a free bus ride when traveling 
directly to or from the two city pools.  Indi-
viduals registering for any Recreation Division 

or Library program may request a FREE WAY 
TO FUN CITY identification card, which allows 
the child to ride the KeyLine bus to the pro-
gram site, at no cost. For additional informa-
tion contact the Leisure Services Department 
at 589-4263 or KeyLine at 589-4196.

The playground program offers a variety of 
activities for girls and boys ages 8 through 14.  
Trained leaders will plan, organize and direct 
the activities.  Weather permitting, the pro-
gram operates Monday through Friday, June 
14th through August 6th, except July 5th.  Reg-
ister at each site for free. Sites include Comis-
key Park, Flora park, Hilltop, Hoover Shcool, 
Lincoln School, Murphy Park, Prescott School, 
Teddy BEar park, Usha Park, Audubon School, 
Burden park, Eisenhower Shcool, Jackson Park, 

when i was a kid i walked 50 miles a day uphill both ways.
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{ 365 Special Issue: Kids in Summer}
Marshall School, Orange Park, and Valentine 
Park. Some sites even offer a free lunch pro-
gram for children. Special population activities 
are also offered but not limited to mentally 
and physically disabled individuals.

Flora Park, Allison-Henderson Park, Murphy 
Park, Bryant School, and Eisenhower schools 
hose Play Lot activities guided by trained 
leaders for kids 6-8 years of age, while the 
same venues also host a Tot Lot for kids 3-5.

Boys and Girls of all ages can take part in 
baseball and softball leagues, from Start 
Smart preschool baseball, Advance teams 
for 10-13 year olds. Tennis is a popular choice 
for are kids too. Lessons and leagues are 
available over age 7.

Teens can also learn some valuable skills by 
volunteering to lead activities for younger 
kids. Application forms and job descriptions 

will be available at the Recreation Division 
office beginning June 1st, and must be 
returned by Monday, June 14th.

The city owns a Golf Course, so naturally 
there is a Junior Golf Academy for 10-12 year 
olds, with an into class for 7-9 year olds and 
a league for teens 10 and older.

Leisure services even has tickets for the Mis-
dwest’s biggest amusement parks for sale, 
including Adventureland, Great America, 
Noah’s Ark, the Milaukee Zoo and Valley Fair.

Carnegie Stout Public library is packed with kid 
action all Summer. Story Times for groups from 
Toddlers to teens run all season. Groups include 
Mother Goose Time, Read-Along Crowd, and 
Reading with Rover (with the Humane Soci-
ety). Plus book clubs, contents, and Author and 
illustrator visits. Summer Reading programs 
cover great topics like pirates, magic, oceans 
and more. THis isn’t just for the little kids, teens 
will find a huge range of events, clubs and 
opportunities at the library too!

Five Flags has introduced cool new activities 
as well including painting classes, and one 
called Foam, Splatter Fizz and Ooze! That’s 
gotta be good.

We were blown away by the selection of 
Summer adventure classes through Leisure 
Services. There are about 50 topiscal sessions. 
Stories, crafts, games and adventures will be 
planned for each two-day program revolving 
around the particular theme. Topic include 
Magical Garden Fairies, Treasure, Jurassic 
Park, Princesses, Ocean Fun, Science, Bubbles, 

annie. annie, are you okay?
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Cooking, Gardening and so much more. The 
arts are also alive with a host of classes for 
just about all age levels. Clay & Sculpture, 
Painting an Crafts, drawing, jewelry making, 
comic drawing, acrylics, etc. Whew!

Older kids can keep fit with Summer Fitness 
Classes like Kids Kamp, Zumba, and for 14 
and over, Yoga and Belly Dancing.

Storybook Kill Children’s Zoo at Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Park, 12345 North Cascade 
Road, (two miles outside the City) is open 
daily from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., May 29th 
through Labor Day, rain or shine.  Free 
admission.  The Zoo is a replica of an Ameri-
can farm from the 1940’s and contains a vari-
ety of animals that a person visiting this time 
period might see on an actual farm.

Citywide Special Events

Events are free unless otherwise indicated.  
No events, except the carnival, will be 
rescheduled due to weather.

June 15th - Skate-dance at Skate Coun-
try.  7:00 to 11:00 p.m.  A fee will be charged 
for entry.

June 16th - Open house at each city play-
ground. Games and activities will be provided. 
June 23rd - Water carnival at Sut-
ton Pool.  A variety of races for ages 5 
through 14.  Events begin at 6:30 p.m.   
June26th - Kids’ fishing clinic and derby 
at Miller Riverview Park, for ages 5 
through 14.  Registration at 9 a.m.  
June 30th - Sidewalk chalk art at Allison-
Henderson Park, ages 3 - 14. Reg. 6:00 p.m. 
June 30th - Frisbee disc contest at disc 
golf course at Veterans’ Memorial Park. 8 
and older.  Registration 6:00 p.m.  
July 2nd - Independence Day kids’ parade 
at Comiskey Park playground.  9:30 a.m.  

July 7th - Tot Olympics at Allison-
Henderson Park, for ages 3 through 5. 
Registration 6:00 p.m.  
July 11th - Family pool party.  DJ providing 
music, games, contests and pool activities. 
7-10 p.m. at Sutton Pool.  A $10 fee per family. 
July 13th - Skate dance at Skate Country.  
7:00 to 11:00 p.m.  A fee will be charged for entry 

July 14th - City-wide dodge ball tourney 
at Allison-Henderson Park, for ages 8 - 14.  
Tourney begins at 6:30 p.m.  Sign up at your 
neighborhood playground to participate. 
July 14th - Big Wheel 500 (big wheels 
and similar riding toys) at Allison-Hender-
son Park inline rink, for ages 3 through 
8.  Races begin at 6:30 p.m. Ribbons 
will be awarded to all who participate. 
July 21st - Water carnival at Flora 
Pool.  A variety of races for ages 5 
through 14.  Events begin at 6:30 p.m.   
July 28th - City-wide playground  
carnival, at Allison-Henderson Park, 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  Fun-filled evening for all ages.  A 
variety of booths, refreshments and draw-
ings for prizes throughout the evening.  
A minimal fee will be charged.  
August 4th - City-wide amateur night, 
at Allison-Henderson Park, upper patio.  
Show begins at 6:30 p.m.  Bring your blan-
ket and talent and join the fun.  
August 5th - Bus trip to Lost Island 
Water Park in Waterloo for age 10 and 
older.  Details available in the Recreation 
Division office after June 1st.  Sign up on a 
first-come, first-served basis, with a July 30th 
deadline.  A fee will be charged.  
August 15th - Youth / family triathlon.  
Children up to 18 years of age and families 
can demonstrate their fitness by swimming, 
biking and running in this fun event.  Dis-
tances will be adjusted by age groups.

All of that Fun we just went through is just 
the tip of the iceberg and all of the little 
details about every single one of those 
opportunities is available for free in the 
City of Dubuque, Leisure Services Summer 

Program. Get one today at Leusire Services, 
City Hall, Carnegie-Stout Library or other city 
venues. It’s about the most valuable thing 
you can do for your kids this year.

More Kids Fun Around Town...

Summer Music Fun at the   
Northeast Iowa School of Music  
This summer the Northeast Iowa School of 
Music (NISOM) offers ample opportunities for 
students of all ages to participate in a variety 
of music instruction.  Private lessons are avail-
able in piano, voice, guitar, and much more, or 
try a fun group class.  Special camps include 
an All-State Vocal workshop and summer 
orchestra ensembles.  Call (563) 690-0151 or 
visit www.nisom.com for more information.

Dubuque Dance Studio  
The Dubuque Dace Studio and Gymnastics 
Club will present “the Edge” Summer Camp 
series with 5 chances to participate learning 
the art of dance, with special sessions cover-
ing Dance Company routines, Competetive 
Dance, Gymnastics and Tumbling. There will 
also be camps in Galena, Peosta, Hanover 
and Maquoketa. Call 563.556.1842 or register 
online at www.dbqdanceandgym.com.

Swiss Valley Nature Center & Preserve  
Environmental education programs offered 

{ 365 Special Issue: Kids in Summer } don’t foget that kids are also great for mowing the lawn too!
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throughout the year, Summer camps, school 
programs, public programs and hikes. Visit 
DubuqueCounty.org for more information.

Capri Camp  
Girls who completed third grade (through 7th 
Grade) are invited to discover the world of 
beauty at Capri Camp, June 14-17. Learn about 
proper skin care, nutrition, poise, etiquette, 
hair care, exercise, with insight on self-esteeem 
and personal growth. $120, limited Enroll-
ment. Discounted Salon and Spa services are 
available. Call 563.-588-2379 to register.

University of Wisconsin-Platteville  
UWP offers a variety of fun, affordable sum-
mer programs for all ages including Basket-
ball, Soccer, Volleyball, Softball and Football. 
But there’s more... Pre-College Leadership & 
Career Exploration Cam, Entrepreneurial & 
Finance Camp, Summer Music Camp and Wis-
consin’s Adventurous Trip Exploring the River. 
Check out the camps online at www/uwplatt.
edu/confservices or call 608.342.1301.

Loras All-Sports Camps  
Loras College presents their 2010 All Sports 
Camps. Choose from 36 Sports for girls and 
boys ages 7-13 with instruction in 3 sports 
per sessions. Kids enjoy a small camper to 
camp counselor ratio with awards based 
on Christian values and sportsmanship. 4 
1-week sessions from June 20-July 23. For 
information call 563-588-7053 or visit www.
lorasallsportscamps.com.

Alpine Tennis Quick-Start Camp  
A new youth tennis program scaled down 
to fit the size, age and abilities of young 
players (4-13), making the learning process 
easier and a lot more fun. 

Bell Tower Theater Auditions   
and Crew Sign-Up for the    
Kid-For-Kids Production Annie, Jr.  
Friday, May 14, 4 pm to 7:30 pm,   
Saturday, May 15, 9 am to noon and 1-5 PM 
Bell Tower Theater, 2728 Asbury Road, DBQ

The Bell Tower Theater is seeking children aged 
7 to 16 for 80-90 on-stage roles (two casts) 
and kids aged 7 to 18 for 80-100 backstage 

roles. All those auditioning for an onstage role 
will be asked to sing at the audition. It is not 
necessary to prepare a song. Those wanting 
to sign up for backstage roles including set 
construction, costumes, lights, ticket sales and 
more should sign up on May 14 and 15 also. 
Rehearsals will be held every Monday through 
Friday afternoon from June 7 to July 7. Perfor-
mances are Thursdays through Sundays from 
July 8 to July 18, 2010. Cast members will be 
expected to attend rehearsals most weekdays 
in June and every weekday in July as well as 
every performance for his/her cast. Time com-
mitments for crew members vary and will be 
explained at the auditions and crew sign-up. 
For further information please contact the Bell 
Tower Theater at 563-588-3377 or visit bell-
towertheater.net. For a faster audition please 
download the audition form from the Bell 
Tower Theater website and bring the com-
pleted form with you.

Special Opportunities

Camp Albrecht Acres  
What a magical place! Albrecht Acres is a 
special needs camp in Sherrill, IA featuring 
week-long camp experiences filled with fun 
including swimming, fishing, camp fires, hik-
ing and tons of activities. Or try Camp-Bee-a 
Friend, an August day camp for autistic kids 
ages 4-12 and their typically development 
peers. For more information call 563-552-1771.

Hills & Dales   
Summer Group Respite Camp  
Participants will enjoy many activities of 
a typical day camp such as crafts, outings, 
sports and games with other children. 
Parents have the opportunity for a much 
needed break knowing their children are 
with trained, caring staff. Ages 5-21 with 
HCBS Waiver or private pay accepted. Call 
Casey Leist at 563-585-0560.

Dubuque Humane Society   
Kids ‘N’ Critters Camps  
At our 14th annual “Kids ‘N’ Critters Camp” 
kids will learn all about dogs, cats, critters, 
responsible pet ownership, along with a 
wide variety of talks and demonstrations 
from local animal-care experts.  The camp-
ers will also have fun with arts and crafts 
while they spend hands-on time with some 
of the shelter’s adoptable pets.  All of the 
participants will receive a free shelter t-shirt.  
This year the shelter will provide four camps 
for kids entering 4th to 6th grade in the fall 
on June 14-18 (full), July 12-16, August 2-6, 
and August 9-13.  The shelter also offers two 
camps for kids entering 2nd and 3rd grades 

in the fall on June 21-25 and July 19-23.  All 
camps run 1 to 4 PM each day.  The cost is 
$95/camper. To register or to receive more 
information, call 563-582-6766.

So there’s a rundown of the special events 
we KNOW about. Very sorry if we missed 
some. And then, of course, there are all the 
other opportunities that are out there every-
day which you simply must give a try here 
and there, like the National Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium (always good for a 
couple visits a year), Jumpin’ Janes Family 

Fun Center and Monkey Business Family Fun 
Centers. They might be a great escape from 
the mid-summer heat. The again, a trip to 
the Grand Harbor Resorts Water park would 
beat the heat in a hurry and you don’t have 
to be a guest to go to purchase admission to 
the water park. Whether is family bowling, a 
trip to the movies or building forts in the bak 
yard, make sure your kids get the most out 
of this Summer, and for heaven’s sake, make 
sure they get away from the TV, internet and 
Nintendo DS for a while and enjoy some 
activity in the sun!

{ 365 Special Issue: Kids in Summer } animal adventure camp? must for faster... must go faster...
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Entertainment Weekly reports that Rachel 
Weisz is attached to star in Jackie, about 
the immediate days following President 
Kennedy’s assassination. Weisz’s fiance, 
director Darren Aronofsky, will direct 
and produce, along with his producing 
partner Scott Franklin and their Protozoa 
Pictures film company.

Warner Bros. Pictures has hired Max 
Borenstein to write a new draft of the 
screenplay for The Man From U.N.C.L.E., an 
adaptation of the 1960s TV show. Robert 
Vaughn and David McCallum starred in 
the original NBC series as Napoleon Solo 
and Illya Kuryakin, respectively. They were 
agents of United Network Command for 
Law Enforcement (U.N.C.L.E.), who fight 
the forces of Technological Hierarchy 
for the Removal of Undesirables and the 
Subjugation of Humanity (T.H.R.U.S.H.).

Iron Man 2 co-stars Scarlett Johansson 
and Sam Rockwell are attached to star 
in Lunatic at Large, based on an original 
story by novelist Jim Thompson and 
Stanley Kubrick. Set in New York in 
1956, the film tells the story of Johnnie 
Sheppard, an ex-carnival worker with 
serious anger-management issues, and 
Joyce, a nervous, attractive barfly he picks 
up in a Hopperesque tavern scene. There’s 
a newsboy who flashes a portentous 

headline, a car chase over a railroad 
crossing with a train bearing down, and a 
romantic interlude in a spooky, deserted 
mountain lodge.

Variety and Movieline have learned that 
Hugh Jackman, Alicia Silverstone and 
Olivia Wilde have joined the cast of The 
Weinstein Company’s Butter, which starts 
filming later this month. The comedy 
follows a young orphan who, after 
being adopted by a Midwestern family, 
discovers she has an uncanny talent 
for butter-carving. She eventually finds 
herself up against the ambitious wife of 
the retired reigning champion in a town’s 
annual butter-sculpting contest. Jackman 
portrays an old flame of Jennifer Garner’s 
character, while Silverstone will play 
the adoptive mother of a teen girl (Yara 
Shahidi) who becomes a major contender 
in the butter-carving competition.

Paramount has picked up Ian Stone’s 
original screenplay Patriot Down. The 
story involves the U.S. president stuck 
in an unusual situation. Stone has been 
a second assistant director on Steven 
Spielberg’s War of the Worlds, Munich, 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull, and the upcoming 
The Adventures of Tintin: Secret of the 
Unicorn.

Mindframe Theaters
555 JFK Rd • 563-582-4971 • MindframeTheaters.com
Kerasotes Star 14
2835 NW Arterial • 563-582-7827 • Kerasotes.com
Millennium Cinema
151 Millennium Dr • Platteville, WI • 608-348-4296 • PlattevilleMovies.com
Avalon Cinema
95 E Main St • Platteville, WI • 608-348-5006 • PlattevilleMovies.com

MindframeTheaters.com
Hotline: 563-582-4971
555 John F Kennedy Rd
Behind Kennedy Mall

Now Showing: April 2-8
Friday, April 16, 2010 - Thursday, April 22, 2010
Death at a Funeral (R) No Passes Allowed
Fri - Thu: (12:30), (2:40), (4:45), 7:25, 9:35
Kick-Ass (R) No Passes Allowed
Fri - Thu: (12:00), (2:30), (5:00), 7:30, 9:55
Date Night (PG-13) No Passes Allowed
Fri - Thu: (12:20), (2:20), (4:25), 7:15, 9:15
Letters to God (PG) No Passes Allowed
Fri -Thur: (12:45), (3:30), 6:55, 9:20 (No 6:55 Sun)
Clash of the Titans 3D (PG-13) 
EXCLUSIVE 3D TRI-STATES ENGAGEMENT
Fri - Thu: (1:30), (4:00), 7:05, 9:30
How to Train Your Dragon (PG) 
Fri-Thu (11:55 AM), (2:05), (4:15), 6:50, 9:00
No show after 2:05 on Sat.

{ movies }

Dave Lizewski is an unnoticed high school stu-
dent and comic book fan with a few friends and 
who lives alone with his father. His life is not very 
difficult and his personal trials not that over-
whelming. However, one day he makes the simple 
decision to become a super-hero even though he 
has no powers or training. Welcome to Kick-Ass!

Ever since we first saw teaser trail-
ers featuring Nicholas Cage shoot-
ing his daughter in the chest with a 
shotgun during training, we knew 
something very different was 
coming with Kick-Ass. Then the 
Red-Band trailer followed showing 
little “Hit Girl” doing very unlady-
like things to bad guys, and every 
comic book geek, action movie 
geek, and Quentin Tarantino fan 

in the world started drooling. Variety Magazine 
calls it “equal parts audacious dark comedy, wish-
fulfillment fantasy and over-the-top, tongue-in-
cheek action-adventure.” “Matthew Vaughn’s 
bloody funny adaptation of a cult-fave comic 
book series manages to be sufficiently faithful 
to its source material to please fervent fanboys 
while remaining easily accessible for ticketbuy-

ers unfamiliar with the superhero 
storytelling conventions the film 
satirizes and celebrates. Scenes of 
hilariously overstated violence by 
an 11-year-old girl will discomfort 
many and incense quite a few. Still, 
achieving and early 80% fresh rat-
ing on rottentomoatoes.com, 
it’s clear that for those within the 
demographic this movie is reach-
ing for, it’s going to Kick-Ass!

it’s time to kick-ass and chew bubblegum. and I’m fresh out of bubblegum!

Time to “Kick-Ass”
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America’s River Festival   
Tickets on Sale  
Organizers for America’s River Festival, 
scheduled for the weekend of June 11-13 
at the Port of Dubuque have announced 
that tickets for headline acts are now on 
sale. Tickets for main stage concerts can be 
purchased through the Diamond Club at 
the Diamond Jo Casino or online via www.
traveldubuque.com. 

Undoubtedly the most anticipated concert 
of the festival weekend will be Three Dog 
Night, scheduled for Saturday, June 12 at 
9:30 p.m. on the America’s River Festival 
main stage.  Known for a number of hit 
songs like “Mama Told Me (Not to Come),” 
“Joy to the World,” “Shambala,” “One,” and 
“Black and White,” Three Dog Night is sure 
to draw a broad and diverse audience.  
Opening for Three Dog Night on June 12 
will be Blood Sweat & Tears, scheduled to 
perform at 7:30 p.m. 

The concert on Friday, June 11 will feature 
the ‘80s “nerd rock” of The Spazmatics at 9 
p.m. The Chicago-based band performed at 
last year’s America’s River Fest and though 
a slight drizzle kept some people away, the 
band had those in attendance dancing in 
the puddles to all those ‘80s songs they hate 
to admit they love.  

In addition to headline acts, America’s River 
Festival will also feature a great line up of local 
and regional entertainers including Catch III, 
the Main Street Jazz Band and the Buzz Ber-
ries.  Other annual favorites like DockDogs, 
the “Dubuque Idol” singing contest, and 
Monster Truck Rides also return to the event.  
Dog owners wishing to enter their pooch in 
the DockDogs can register at www.dockdogs.
com.  Singers aged 12 to 18 who are interested 
in competing in the Dubuque Idol contest can 
register by calling 563.557.9200 ext. 271.  

The big week-
end could be 
considered to 
start on Thurs-
day night when 
the Diamond Jo 
hosts 80’s rockers, Night Ranger, for what is 
billed as the “America’s River Kickoff Concert.” 
Call it what you want, if you’re a fan of awe-
some 80’s hits like “Sister Christian” and “You 
Can Still Rock in America” you’re going to 
be there! Like no other 80s rock band, Night 
Ranger both epitomized and transcended 
the sound and style of that decade.

While Friday admission to the festival and con-
certs is free, Saturday admission to the festival 
and standing concert area is $10, with children 
12 and under free. $25 Reserved tickets for 
Blood Sweat and Tears and Three Dog Night 
can be purchased through the Diamond Club 
at the Diamond Jo Casino or online via www.
traveldubuque.com. Sunday admission to the 
festival is also free.  Parking will be compli-
mentary in the Port of Dubuque Parking Ramp 
adjacent to the festival. For more information, 
visit www.traveldubuque.com.

Melanie Devaney  
Friday, May 7  
Five Flags Bijou Room  
From Iowa, to Florida, to Arizona, back to 
Iowa, on to Nashville, and now in California, 
Melanie Devaney has brought her real music 
to real people along the way.  Originally 
from Epworth, Iowa, Melanie is a singer and 
songwriter currently living in Los Angeles, 
California.  She returns to Dubuque for an 
intimate concert on Friday May 7 at 8 p.m. 
in the Five Flags Bijou 
Room.  

This local girl started 
playing piano at age 
four and has never 
stopped.  Picking up 
guitar has helped Mela-
nie live a gypsy lifestyle, 
traveling to Russia as an 
exchange student and studying abroad in 
Prague during college.  Studying literature, 
creative writing, and Music at Loras College 
helped Melanie become serious about 
songwriting.  This quickly led to open mic 
nights, small shows, bigger shows, and 
festivals.  Melanie is an Iowa girl, not afraid 
of adventure.  Booking all her own gigs to 
create a tour, Melanie enjoys meeting and 
interacting with the real people at her 
shows, not just performing for them.  

This life experience comes out in her song lyrics 
and stories shared from the stage during per-
formances.  Melanie’s music is like an organic 
picnic in an inner city park. A combination of 
folk-rock, Americana, and pop, her lyrics are 
heavily influenced by images of nature and 
humanity.  “Melanie can take most any event 
and turn it into a song – sometimes making you 

laugh out loud, as in ‘How Did I 
End Up With You’ and sometimes 
causing that lump in your throat 
and tears in your eyes like ‘Kidder 
Valley,’” Betty Mausser, Melanie’s 
Mother, explains.  In an age when 
most female singer-songwriters 
rely on a sense of bitterness and 
brazenness to get their music 
across to fans, Devaney is not 

afraid to speak with her heart.  Influences of 
Willie Nelson, John Hartfort, Nancy Griffith, and 
Emily Lou Harris may come out as covers at 
Melanie’s performances.  

The past five years have given Melanie 
many opportunities from which to write.  
Living in LA continues to bring her inspira-
tion.  Come, support and welcome Mela-
nie back at this one night only show at Five 
Flags.  Tickets are available at the Five Flags 
Box Office only, open Monday through Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



{ nightlife }

Thursday, April 15
Maureen Kilgore
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 pm

G.B. Leighton 
The Bank, 9 pm 

The Blanks
UW Platteville’s CFA, 7:30 PM

Kaiser Cartel 
180 Main, 9 PM

Nervous Curtains 
Easy Street, 9 pm

The Lonely Goats
Cornerstone, 8 pm 

Friday, April 16
Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Irish Pub, 7:30 pm 

The Impulse Band
Mystique Encore, 8 pm

Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM

Rahim Alhaj 
Divine Word College, 7 PM

He Wears Black
Farley Memorial Hall, 8 PM

Dustin Lee/Diva Kai
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 pm 

The Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 pm 

Laura McDonald Project
Wheel Inn, 9 PM

Midnight Ramble 
Potter’s Mill, 9 PM

The Lonely Goats
Trackside, 8 pm 

Sin City Rollers 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Melismatics 
The Bank, 9 pm 

Wiitala Brothers, with TBA
180 Main, 9 PM

Johnny Rockers 
Wheel Inn, 9 PM

Saturday, April 17
Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM 

Paul Benner & Friends
University of Dubuque, 7:30 PM 

Rosalie Morgan 
Taiko, 7 PM 

Blue Willow
Stone Cli�  Wine Bar, 7 pm

Rumors, Fleetwood Mac Tribute
Mystique Cabaret, 7 & 9 pm 

Tony Leonard 
Frank O’Dowd’s Irish Pub, 7:30 pm 

Country Tradition 
Eagles Club, 8 pm

Kevin Beck/Johnny Walker
Spirits Bar & Grill, 8 pm

The Impulse Band
Mystique Encore, 8:15 pm

David Vandervelde, 
Ghost� nger, Old Panther
Easy Street, 9 pm

Mr. Obvious 
Bulldogs, 9 pm

Half-Fast 
Jumpers, 9 pm

Taste Like Chicken 
Courtside, 9 pm

Rocket Surgeons
The Pit Stop, 9 pm 

Menace 
Hammerhead’s, 9:15 pm

The Shiz
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 pm 

The Dertones
New Diggings, 9 pm

Map of the Woods 
Record Store Day
Moondog Music, 3:00 PM 

Left of Center
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

A Pirate Over 50
Asbury Eagles Club, 8 PM

Broken Rubber Band 
The Cornerstone, 8 PM

The Resistors
Shark’s Road House, 8 PM  

Tenki  
180 Main, 9 PM

Shame Stevens 
(Alexis Stevens, Sam Knutson) 
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 9 PM 

Laura McDonald Project  
Northside Bar, 9 PM

Buzz Berries
Budde’s, 9 PM

Okham’s Razor 
Grape Escape, 9 PM

Casethejoint, Imperfekt,  
& Colorless 
Hammertime Pub, 10 PM 
Grand Opening! 

Sunday, April 18
Taste Like Chicken 
New Diggs General Store, 3:30 PM 

Pirate Over 50
Dog House Lounge, 4 PM 

Baby Dee
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM 

Tuesday, April 20
Daniel and the Lion 
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 9 PM

Wednesday, April 21
Pirate Over 50
Riverboat Lounge, 6 PM 

Open Mic with Bob & Ben
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM

Thursday, April 22
Irish Trad Jam with Peter Fraterdeus
180 Main, 7:30 PM

Maureen Kilgore
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM

Jozef Van Wissem,  
Robbie Lee, Che Chen
Monks Ka� ee Pub, 9 PM

Open Mic with Texas Je� 
The Bank, 9 PM

The Waterhouse Trio
The Cornerstone, 9 PM

Friday, April 23
Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM 

John Moran
Stone Cli� , 6:30 PM 

Rosalie Morgan 
Taiko, 7 PM

Je�  Ward 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM 

Ken Wheaton  
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Track a Tiger, (Brighton, MA)
180 Main, 9 PM 

Bonnie Finken
The Bank, 9 PM

The Horde, Dredge,  
Mutilated by Zombies
Easy Street, 9 PM

Nick & Bobby (BlackBloom)
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 9 PM 

The Shiz 
Mystique Encore, 9 PM

The Dertones
The Gold Room, 9 PM 

Triple Play 
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Saturday, April 24
Chuck Bregman
Mystique, 6 PM 

Gene Watson &  
The Farewell Party Band
Mooney Hollow Barn, 7 PM

Denny Garcia,  
Billy Lee Janey 
South Main Events, 7 PM 

Je�  Ward 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Apple Dumplin’s 
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM

Just Cuz 
Courtside, 8 PM 

Johnny Rocker
The Cornerstone, 8 PM

Rocket Surgeons
180 Main, 9 PM 

Skye Carrasco
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 9 PM 

The Shiz
Mystique Encore, 9 PM

Backlash
Bulldogs Sports Bar, 9 PM 

Horsin’ Around Band
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Half-Fast
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Menace
Dirty Ernie’s, 9 PM 

The Stumble Brothers
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Sunday, April 25
The Lonely Goats
New Diggs General Store, 3:30 PM

Pirate Over 50 
Dog House Lounge, 4 PM 

Laura McDonald Project
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM 

Monday, April 26
Cameron McGill and What Army  
Monks Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM

Wednesday, April 28
Brothers Burn Mountain 
Monks Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM

Thursday, April 29
Miles Nielsen  
Monk’s Ka� ee Pub, 8 PM

Open Mic with Je�  & Jimmy
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Open Mic with Texas Je� 
The Bank, 9 PM

Friday, April 30
Ian Gould 
Frank O’Dowd’s Pub, 7:30 PM 

Pistol Pete, a Tribute to Jimi Hendrix
Mississippi Moon Bar, 7 PM 

Pirate Over 50
The Yardarm, 8 PM 

Tami & The Bachelor
Mystique Encore, 8 PM

Just Cuz 
Dubuque Driving Range, 8 PM 

Denny Garcia 
The Cornerstone, 8:30 PM

Adobanga 
180 Main, 9 PM

Lonely Goats
Sandy Hook Tavern, 9 PM 

Taste Like Chicken 
Tip It Up, 9:30 PM 

Satday, May 1
The Wundo Band
Galena Da� odil Days, 6 PM

Abbamania/DSO 
Five Flags Arena, 7:30 PM 

Spazzmatics
Mississippi Moon Bar, 8 PM 

Castaways
The Yardarm, 8 PM 

Tami & The Bachelor
Mystique Encore, 8 PM

Taste Like Chicken
Trackside, 8 PM 

Dead Larry
180 Main, 9 PM 

Second Hand Smoke
The Bank, 9 PM 

Zero 2 Sixty
Bulldogs, 9 PM 

The Shiz 
Dirty Ernie’s, 9:30 PM 

Six Nights Alone
Sandy Hook Tavern, 10 PM 

Bryan Popp & Corey Jenny
Spirits Bar & Grill, 9 PM

Hard Salami
Denny’s Lux Club, 9 PM 

Half-Fast 
Jumpers, 9 PM 

Bad� sh
Budde’s, 9 PM 

Lonely Goats
The Corner Tap, 9 PM

180 Main Restaurant & Pub
180 Main • 563-584-1702 • 180main.com

Ace’s Place
107 Main St W • Epworth, IA • 563-876-9068

Anton’s Saloon
New Diggings, WI • 608-965-4881

The Bank
342 Main • 563-584-1729 • bankdbq.com

Budde’s
10638 Key West Drive • Key West, IA • 563-582-0069

Bulldog Billiards
1850 Central • 563-588-0116

Cornerstone
125 N. Main • Galena • 815-776-0700

Courtside
2095 Holliday Dr • 563-583-0574

Dagwood’s
231 First Ave. W • Cascade, IA • 563-852-3378

Denny’s Lux Club
3050 Asbury Rd • 563-557-0880

Diamond Jo Casino
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100 • diamondjo.com

Dino’s Backside (The Other Side)
68 Sinsinawa • East Dubuque • 815-747-9049

Dirty Ernie’s
201 1st St NE • Farley, IA • 563-744-4653

Dog House Lounge
1646 Asbury • 563-556-7611

Doolittle’s Cuba City
112 S Main • Cuba City, WI • 608-744-2404

Doolittle’s Lancaster
135 S Jeff erson St • Lancaster, WI • 608-723-7676

Dubuque Driving Range (Highway 52)
John Deere Road • 563-556-5420

Eagles Club
1175 Century Drive • 563-582-6498

Eichman’s Grenada Tap
11941 Route 52 N • 563-552-2494

Five Flags Civic Center
405 Main • 563-589-4254 • Tix: 563-557-8497

Gin Rickeys
1447 Central • 563-583-0063 • myspace.com/ginrickeys

Gobbie’s
219 N Main St • Galena, IL • 815-777-0243

Grand Harbor Resort
350 Bell • 563-690-4000 • grandharborresort.com

Grape Escape
233 S Main • Galena, IL • 815-776-WINE • 
grapeescapegalena.com

The Hub
253 Main • 563-556-5782 • myspace.com/thehubdbq

Irish Cottage
9853 US Hwy 20 • Galena, IL • 815-776-0707 • 
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Jumpers Bar & Grill
2600 Dodge • 563-556-6100 • myspace.com/jumpersdbq

Knicker’s Saloon
2186 Central Ave • 563-583-5044

M-Studios
223 Diagonal St • Galena, IL • 815-777-6463 • m-studios.org

Mississippi Moon Bar
Port of Dubuque • 563-690-2100 • diamondjo.com

Monk’s Co� ee Shop
373 Bluff  St • 563-585-0919

Mooney Hollow Barn
12471 Highway 52 S. Green Island, IA • 563-580-9494

Murph’s South End
55 Locust St • 563-556-9896

Mystique Casino
1855 Greyhound Park Rd • 563-582-3647 • mystiquedbq.com

New Diggings
2944 County Rd W • New Diggings, WI • 608-965-3231 • 
newdiggs.com

Noonan’s North
917 Main St • Holy Cross, IA • 563-870-2235

Northside Bar
2776 Jackson • 563-583-3039

Perfect Pint /Steve’s Pizza
15 E Main St • Platteville, WI • 608-348-3136

Pit Stop
17522 S John Deere Rd • 563-582-0221

Sandy Hook Tavern
3868 Badger Rd • Hazel Green, WI • 608-748-4728

Star Restaurant and Ultra Lounge (2nd Floor)
600 Star Brewery Dr • Port of Dubuque • 563-556-4800 • 
dbqstar.com

Stone Cli�  Winery
600 Star Brewery Dr • Port of Dubuque • 563-583-6100 • 
stonecliff winery.com

Thums Up Pub & Grill
3670 County Road HHH • Kieler, WI • 608-568-3118

The Yardarm
Dubuque Marina • Near Hawthorne • 563-582-3653

If you feature live entertainment and would like to be 
included in our Venue Finder, please drop us a line...

info@dubuque365.com or 563-588-4365.

LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT

VENUE FINDER



He Wears Black  
Friday, April 16, 8  p.m.  
Farley Memorial Hall, Farley IA  
The last time He Wears Black was in the area, 
it was before a big crowd at Five Flags. After 
the show Scotty join the 365ink based band 
The Rocket Surgeons on stage at 180 Main 
for, of all things, a little AC/DC cover.

This time he even more in his element, as the 
how sets up at the Farley Memorial Hall for a 
big night of celebrating the muic of Johnny 
Cash, Friday April 16th at 8 p.m. Great country 
music in an honest to God rural setting. All of 
Farley is abuzz about it. Come for the tunes, 
stay for the $2 beers, and tell Tim Greenwood 
that 365 sent ya! Then buy a cooler full of that 
wonderful Greenwoods Grocery meat!
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Abbamania!  
Dubuque Symphony Pops   
Saturday, May 1   
Five Flags Arena   
The Dubuque Symphony Orchestra pres-
ents a pops concert sure to excite all ABBA 
fans.  A recreation of the “look and sound” 
of a concert by ABBA, the show will feature 
Abbamania, a four-piece tribute to the ‘70s 
super-group, with full orchestration by the 
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra. The com-
bined ensemble will perform 18 of ABBA’s 
hits, including “Mamma Mia,” “SOS,” “Super 
Trouper,” “Take a Chance on Me,” “Waterloo,” 
and “Dancing Queen.”  The concert is sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 1 at the Five 
Flags Arena.  

The quartet now known as Abbamania was 
created in 1998 with the idea of performing a 
couple weeks of shows to see if there was an 
audience for an ABBA tribute band.  Finding an 
enthusiastic audience, the band has now been 
touring for over ten years throughout the 
United States, Ireland and the UK.  The band’s 

vocals, costumes, and choreography all add to 
the authentic ‘70s feeling of the show.  

A variety of ticket options are available for 
the show, including a dinner package. Dinner 
tickets, located center stage on the main floor, 
include a glass of wine, dinner and dessert. 
Cost is $110 per person, and includes a $50 
tax-deductible donation to the symphony. 
The doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and dinner 
will be served at 6:00 p.m. Dessert tickets, also 
located on the main floor, include a glass of 
wine and dessert. Cost is $65 per person. For 
dinner or dessert tickets, call the Dubuque 
Symphony Orchestra office at (563) 557-1677. 

Concert only tickets without dinner or dessert 
are $41, and available at the Five Flags Center 
Box Office, online at www.ticketmaster.com, or 
at your local Ticketmaster retail outlet. Discounts 
are available for groups of 10 or more. Ten dol-
lar student tickets will be available at Five Flags 
Box Office one hour prior to the performance 
with a valid student I.D. For more information, 
visit www.dubuquesymphony.org. 

1. Fifteen years ago, Dubuquers recycled 
about 5 percent of their waste. Today, 
we recycle what percentage? 
A. 15% B. 30%     C. 40%     D. 60%

2.. Question number 5 goes out to 
college students...what paper product 
is not accepted at Dubuque Area Recy-
cling Drop off Centers? 
A. Diapers 
B. Old Maxim magazines 
C. Dirty pizza boxes

3. What business recently opened in the 
lobby of the Roshek (IBM) building? 
A. Falbo Bros. Pizzeria 
B. A Little Taste of Philly 
C. Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 
D. Sugar Ray’s BBQ

4. Five Flags Theatre and Civic Center is 
known for the Five Flags that have flown 
over the region since what year? 
A. 1993     B. 1482 
C. 1771     D. 1673

5. What term defines an abandoned, 
idled, or underused industrial or com-
mercial facilities where expansion or 
redevelopment is complicated by real or 
perceived environmental contamination? 
A. Blight Zone 
B. Brownfield 
C. Flint, Michigan 
D. Westworld

6. According to Prairie Ghost Hunters, 
Grand Opera House cleaning ladies 
called the police in the 1990s because 
they saw what? 
A. a mouse 
B. your mom 
C. a man in a long red coat 
D. two ladies sitting in the theater seats

7. What’s another name for HWY 32? 
A. Avenue of the Saints 
B. Old Highway Road 
C. Dodge Street 
D. Northwest Arterial

365Pop
Quiz
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{ music } I thought pistol pete died, but then again, I thought he was a white basketball player.

Chuck Minnick from Road Crew Entertain-
ment (the guys behind Roctoberfest and 
Winter Roxks) is back with another event that 
uses great music to raise funds for a worthy 
charity.  In this case, Music for a Cause in 
partnership with The Mississippi Moon Bar 
present Pistol Pete: A Tribute to Jimi Hen-
drix.  Scheduled for Friday, April 30 at the 
Moon Bar, the event will be a fundraiser for 
the Dubuque Regional Humane Society.  
Madison rock band Fedora and Dubuque’s 
own BlackBloom will also perform.  

Pistol Pete is of course the champion guitar-
slinger who amazed music fans at Rock-
toberfest events in both 2008 and 2009.  
Performing a show in tribute to the late, 
great Jimi Hendrix should be a natural fit 
for the Chicago-based musician. Pistol Pete 
previously won the Midwest division of a 
Jimi Hendrix Electric Guitar competition 
giving him the opportunity to advance to 
the national competition and meet Jimi’s 
father, Al Hendrix. Pistol Pete has opened 
for a number of rock and blues legends 

including Cheap Trick, Foreigner, Foghat, 
Traffic, Slash, Buddy Miles, Otis Rush, Koko 
Tayler and Buddy Guy, just to name a few.  
Pete was a finalist in the Albert King Inter-
national Blues Competition, and has also 
appeared on Show Time at the Apollo.  He’s 
performed all over the United States, as well 
as in Canada, Europe, and Japan.  

A fundraiser for the Dubuque Regional 
Humane Society, concert admission is 
just $10 at the door (doors open at 7 p.m.)  
Because the Humane Society is also in need 
of paper products, audience members who 
bring along paper supplies will be registered 
in a drawing for a Pistol Pete autographed 
acoustic guitar to be given away the night 
of the show.  For each two rolls of paper 
towels, or one (10 count) box of 40 gallon 
trash bags, or one pack of copy paper, one 
person will be qualified to enter the draw-
ing for the guitar.  For clarification on what 
types of products the Humane Society can 
use, check the organization’s wish list on 
their web site at dbqhumane.org.

National Record Store Day  
Saturday, April 17  
True, iPods rule, but long before the ubiq-
uitous digital music storage devices existed 
there were CDs and before 
that records – big, black, 
shiny vinyl records.  And 
there were stores that sold 
them.  Well those stores still 
exist!  They do, and they still 
sell a wide variety of CDs 
and records by your favorite 
artists and even better, by 
artists you don’t even know 
about yet.  That, along with 
a bunch of other reasons, is 
why record stores are cool 
and to celebrate, Saturday, April 17 has been 
established as National Record Store Day.  

Started a couple of years ago, Record Store 
Day “is a national celebration of the unique 
culture that is the independently-owned 
record store.”  Locally, Dubuque’s two inde-
pendently owned record stores Moondog 
Music and CDs-4-Change will be hosting 
Record Store Day celebrations with live in-
store music performances and special deals 
on recorded music all day long.  (Look for the 
Moondog Music ad in this issue of 365ink.)  

Moondog Music will host in-store perfor-
mances by honky-tonk piano master David 
Zollo, hip-hop word artist casethejoint, and 

hard funk/indie rock duo Map 
of the Woods beginning at 
around 3 p.m.  CDs-4-Change 
will host performances by 
Michigan indie-pop singer/
songwriter and multi-instru-
mentalist David VanderVelde 
and Nashville indie rock band 
Ghostfinger.  

For more info, call CDs-4-
Change at (563) 583-9757, and 
Moondog Music at (563) 583-

7041. For more info on National Record Store 
Day, visit www.recordstoreday.com.

Music for a Cause and The Mississippi Moon Bar Presents 

Pistol Pete: A Tribute to Jimi Hendrix 
Fedora & Black Bloom, Friday, April 30
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Military service is considered our nation’s high-
est form of citizenship and has been freely 
accepted by millions of men and women 
throughout U.S. history. There are an estimated 
23.5 million living American veterans, and 
13 percent of Tri-State residents, as many as 
12,000, are military service veterans.  Because 
of their selfless commitment to our country, 
U.S. veterans are eligible for a variety of ser-
vices, both federal and state, to assist them and 
their families. Veterans administration benefits 
include: Compensation / pension, healthcare, 
pharmacy, education, home loans, life insur-
ance, vocational training and rehabilitation, 
burial and survivors’ benefits. Such services 
can prove essential to helping vets recover 
from wartime injuries, readjust to civilian life, 
build a career and raise their families.

Military service changes lives. Common are the 
stories of men and women who enter the mili-
tary without direction or purpose in life, and 
return home stronger, more focused individu-
als. Unfortunately, many of those who experi-
enced combat were also damaged physically 
and emotionally – scars that often last a life-
time. Even those not directly impacted by 
battle are entitled to treatment befitting 
our most respected citizens.  Many veterans, 
however, are unaware of the full scope of ser-
vices available to them or are unsure of how 
to access services to which they are entitled. 
Additionally, some may not seek services or 
information due to fear of the stigma attached 
to those reaching out for help.

For these heroes, for these reasons, All the 
Way Home, the Tri-State Veterans’ Conference 
exists.  The second edition of All The Way 
Home picks up where the 2008 conference 
left off. As a thank you to our community’s 
veterans and military families for their service, 
this showcase of federal, state, and local pro-
grams and services specially geared toward 
veterans’ issues exists to help our heroes in 
every way possible. With the support of doz-
ens of sponsors and partnerships with Iowa 
City Veterans Hospital, Mental Health Amer-
ica, Dubuque County Commission of Veter-
ans Affairs, Iowa Workforce Development and 
many more, the free Veterans Conference is 
open to all military families and interested 
members of the community. (That includes 
you, dear reader.) Booths with over 100 state 
and local organizations with programs for 
veterans and their families will be open and 
kids activities will keep the youngsters busy 
while you get the information you need.

The keynote speaker for the event is L. Tammy 
Duckworth, Assistant Secretary for Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) in Virginia. Her story is 
so amazing it should be a movie.

A Major in the Illinois Army National Guard, 
Duckworth flew combat missions as a Black 
Hawk helicopter pilot in Baghdad in 2004 

where she lost both legs to a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade but continued to pilot her 
aircraft until passing out from blood loss, 
an act for which she was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart, the Air Medal, and the Combat 
Action Badge. Since her recovery at Walter 
Reed, Duckworth has dedicated her life 
to public service, advocating on behalf of 
disability rights and veterans. She declined 
an Army medical retirement and returned 
to the Guard. In 2008 she completed the Chi-
cago Marathon and has also 
resumed flying. (And you 
and I complain about a side 
ache from over eating.)

Featured speaker Heidi 
Squier Kraft received her 
Ph.D. in clinical psychol-
ogy from the University of 

California, San Diego School of Medicine in 
1996. While on flight status, she flew in nearly 
every aircraft in the Navy and Marine Corps 
inventory, including over 100 hours in the 
F/A-18 Hornet, primarily with Marine Corps 
squadrons. In February 2004, she deployed 
to Iraq for seven months with a Marine Corps 
surgical company, when her twins (a boy and 
girl) were fifteen-months-old.  She left active 
duty in 2005 after nine years in the Navy, and 
now serves as the deputy coordinator for the 
US Navy Combat Stress Control program. She 
lives in San Diego with her husband Mike, a 
former Marine Corps Harrier pilot, and five-
year-old twins Brian and Megan.

Author Jake Krapfl is a 
local Operation Iraqi 
Freedom veteran, stu-
dent, and survivor of 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order who speaks on his 
battle with the condition 
and his experiences in 
the military. 

All The Way Home II, The Tri-State Veterans’ 
Conference will again offer services and 
information in a family-friendly and fun 
atmosphere, reaching those veterans 
who normally would not seek services 
due to fear of stigma, as well as those 
who do not know where to turn.

Get more information online at   
www.allthewayhomeconference.com.

All the Way Home II: Tri-State Veteran’s Conference   
Saturday, April 24, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
Five Flags Center

i love events at five flags because they’re about 50 feet away from my 365 desk.{ veterans }
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David Vandervelde,   
Ghostfinger, Old Panther  
Saturday, April 17   
Easy Street  
Indie pop songwriter David Vandervelde per-
forms at Easy Street, Saturday, April 17 along 
with Nashville indie-rock five-piece Ghost-
finger and Dubuque’s own Old Panther.  

Originally from Michigan, indie pop song-
writer, singer, multi-instrumentalist and 
home studio enthusiast, David Vandervelde 
has moved around a bit, having lived in 
Chicago and Brooklyn before finding what 
seems to be a more permanent home in 
Nashville.  He even lived for a time with 
ex-Wilco guitarist Jay Bennett, with whom 

he’s also collaborated in songwriting and 
recording.  An in-demand producer since 
his early days in home recording, Vander-
velde brings a producer’s approach to his 
songwriting adding a studio polish to mate-
rial that has sometimes been compared to 
the sunny pop of 1970s AM radio.  

Getting props from the critics for taking a 
variety of influences and employing them 
unselfconsciously from one song to the 
next, mustache and headband-wearing 
frontman Richie always brings it like he 
owns it.  The approach makes every song, 
despite any references either in tribute or 
in partial jest, pure Ghostfinger.  You might 
think that when Richie sings in one song 
“We’re gonna rock,” he might be joking.  
He’s not.  Oh, they WILL rock.

Rumours 
Fleetwood Mac Tribute  
Saturday, April 17, 7 & 9 p.m.  
Mystique Cabaret  
Rumours, a Fleetwood Mac tribute band 
named after that group’s hugely popular 
1977 album of the same name come to 
Mystique Casino’s intimate Cabaret room 
on Saturday, April 17.  The group will per-
form two special shows, one at 7 p.m. and a 
second at 9 p.m.  

With a long history of entertaining audiences 

from all over the US and Canada, Rumours 
are the original, most successful, and lon-
gest running Fleetwood Mac / Stevie Nicks 
Tribute in Canada.  Through their costumes 
and choreography, Rumours recreates the 
experience of Fleetwood Mac and Stevie 
Nicks.  Performing their most popular hits, 
it’s a show any Fleetwood Mac fan would 
not want to miss.  

Tickets are currently on sale at Mystique’s 
Allure Club.  Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 
day of show.  Must be 21 or older to attend.

One Particular Harbour  
Grand River Center   
Saturday, May, 1  
The Dubuque Phlockers, the local chapter 
of that unique Jimmy Buffet appreciation 
society known as “Parrot Heads” hosts One 
Particular Harbor 2010, Saturday, May 1 from 
6 p.m. at the Grand River Center.  A “Party 
with a Purpose,” One Particular Harbour is 
a fundraiser for Camp Albrecht Acres.  The 
event will feature a silent auction, raffle 
items, food, drinks (of course) and live music 
by A Pirate Over 50 and Steve Cavanaugh, 
with the Cedar Island Band headlining.  
Founded in 2006, the Dubuque Phlock-
ers are a group of individuals that not only 
enjoy listening to Jimmy Buffett music, but 
also a not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to performing charity fundraising and com-
munity service work in and around the 

Dubuque area (and having fun while doing 
so).  In 2009, the group donated $8,000 dol-
lars to Make-A-Wish of Iowa, a direct result 
of fundraising efforts. Tickets for One Par-
ticular Harbour 2010 are $10 in advance, $15 
at the door and can be purchased online 
at www.dbqphlockers.org, by calling 563-
599-0991, or through any Dubuque Parrot 
Head Club member. Reserved tables are 
available for $110, which includes event 
tickets for eight.

{ music, charity and business }

Toot Your Own Horn  
Grand River Center  
Thursday, May 6  
The Dubuque Area Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting “Toot Your Own Horn,” an 
area Business Expo on Thursday, May 6 at 

the Grand River Center. A Vendor Mixer will 
take place at 4 p.m. with the main event 
from 5 to 7 p.m.  This year’s theme for the 
event is “Businesses are Stayin’ Alive!”  “Toot 
Your Own Horn” brings together nearly 
100 area businesses exhibiting in booths 
and providing samples of the products 
and services they have to offer. This event 
is open not only to Chamber members 
but also to non-members in the broader 
community. To reserve a booth space, call 
Barry Gentry at 563-557-9200, or email 
bgentry@dubuquechamber.com. 

i can ring my own bell, does that count?
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Foti Rigopoulos, whose American name is 
Frank, was born in Kalamata, Greece.  When he 
was 17, he boarded a ship and sailed for three 
weeks across the Atlantic Ocean.  His destina-
tion was Ellis Island US Immigration Station in 
New York City.  This wasn’t  the end of his jour-
ney, though, because he still had to travel to 
Chicago.  He had a new life and a new job wait-
ing for him; as a dishwasher!  Frank saved his 
money and soon brought his family over from 
Greece.  He worked hard, learned everything 
there was to know about the restaurant busi-
ness and finally opened his own place called 
the Sea Breeze in DeKalb, IL.  Lucky for us, Frank 
moved to Galena and purchased the Log Cabin 
in 1972.

Now, the Log Cabin was already a very 

successful steak house.  It had been operat-
ing in the same place at Main and Perry Street 
since 1935.  It was located inside The First State 
and Savings Bank that had closed during the 
Great Depression.  The bank’s name is still on 
the building.  People came from far and wide 
to enjoy the food at reasonable prices.  A 1937 
menu still hangs on the wall:  Steak $1.00, 
Hamburger 10¢, Fried Chicken 60¢, French 
Fries 15¢, Beer 10¢ and a Martini would set you 
back a quarter of a dollar!

Certainly, over the next 75 years the prices had 
to go up somewhat but the food just kept get-
ting better and better.

When Frank took over, he began to introduce 
Greek flavors into the cuisine.  Now, as the 
result of his 38 years of expert management, 
the Log Cabin is not just a place for steaks.  It is 
Galena’s premier Greek steak house!

Along with his sons, Dino and Sam, and his 
Chef of twenty years, Tony Bardaklis, Frank has 
perfected the technique of blending meat 
juices, Greek spices and herbs into a delicious 
marinade.  Kalamata olive oil, fresh garlic, sea 
salt, pepper, basil and lemon juice are added 
to this marinade.  All of these ingredients are 
blended and when combined impart a won-
derful new flavor to steaks, chicken, lamb 
chops and shish-kabobs.  Of course, you can 
order your steak charbroiled in classic Ameri-
can style.  However, the Greek way offers an 
exciting burst of flavor that’s hard to describe.

The Rigopoulos family always says they have 
their loyal customers to thank for their status 
as Galena’s oldest and longest-running eat-
ing establishment.  However, their success 
can be attributed to many hallmarks.  First of 
all, everything is prepared from fresh ingredi-
ents.  There are no pre-cooked items on their 
menu.  All soups, salad dressings, marinades, 
shrimp cocktail dip and even the tartar sauce 

are all made right in the kitchen.  Large por-
tions and consistency are built into the menu.  
Dinners include a side salad and a fresh relish 
tray served in supper club style.

It is always a good idea to start your dinner with 
an appetizer.  The shrimp cocktail is delicious, 
consisting of four large, chilled Texas Gulf Tiger 
Shrimp, accompanied by the aforementioned 
home-made shrimp cocktail sauce.  For a real 
treat, though, try the flaming Saganaki.  This 
is Kasseri cheese fried in olive oil and flamed 
at your table with brandy.  Be sure to yell out 
the traditional OPA!  In case you are wonder-
ing this loosely translates from the Greek as, 
“Hooray!”

Now that you have had Greek cheese you 
might want to try the Greek salad.  Crisp let-
tuce is topped with onions, green peppers, 
tomatoes, Kalamata olives, sliced egg and Feta 
cheese.  Order it with or without the traditional 
anchovies.  I, myself, prefer to skip the fishies.

First and foremost, Log Cabin is a steak house.  
The beef is choice grade, Black Angus Premium.  
It is aged on the premises for at least 21 days to 
enhance flavor and tenderness.  Then it is hand 
cut in the kitchen on a huge meat-saw.

The steaks are all flame broiled and big!  The filet, 
rib and New York cut are all a full pound.  The 
tender and dual flavored T-bone is a pound and a 
half.  The real meat lover will definitely go for the 
Porterhouse.  This is the specialty of the house!  
Two pounds of delicious open pit, charbroiled 
beef, full of intense flavor, and still very tender.

The Prime Rib is slow roasted for six hours.  It is 
cooked in special ovens that are used only for 
this purpose, and marinated in a house secret 
seasoning. The au jus is made from the bones.  
The Prime Rib is a special treat if you come for 
dinner Monday through Thursday. On those 
nights, it is $6.00 less than on the week-ends!

When preparing the Shish-Kabobs, the prime 
rib tips of the tenderloin are cut off.  These are 
marinated for 48 hours in Greek lemon juice 
seasoning.  Then they are skewered and sepa-
rated by fresh tomatoes, red onions, and red 
and green peppers, before being placed on 
the char broiler.

When you are not in the mood for beef, choose 
Greek Chicken or Lamb Chops.  The chicken 
is a half chicken, first charbroiled, then slow 
cooked in the oven with white wine, Greek 
olive oil blend, lemon juice and oregano.

HOURS: Dinner:  4 PM -  10 PM, 7 days a week.
ATMOSPHERE:  Casual , Efficient Service.
NOISE LEVEL:  Conversational
RECOMMENDATIONS:  Saganaki; Porterhouse and New York Cut Steaks;  

Lamb Chops; Greek Chicken; Prime Rib; Shish-Kabob.
LIQUOR SERVICE: Full Bar:  Only bottled beer; Wine List contains many Greek and 

California Wines.  Awesome Specialty Ice Cream Drinks.
PRICE: Appetizers:  $5.95 to $7.95, Entrees: $13.95 to $34.95
RESERVATIONS: Recommended. Call or e-mail:  LogCabinGalena@Yahoo.com
PAYMENT OPTIONS: Cash, Debit, MasterCard and Visa. No Checks. 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS: Front Door and Restroom.
TAKE OUT: Yes     DELIVERY: No     PARKING: On N. Commerce St.

Log Cabin
201 N. Main St., Galena, IL/ 815-777-0393/ LogCabinGalena.com

by rich belmont

{ dining } Any place that will bring me a platter of fried cheese is good in my book!
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The Lamb Chops are really special!  You are 
served four chops that are four ounces each.  
You get a full pound of charbroiled lamb mari-
nated with Greek blend and served with mint 
jelly.  These chops are so delicious I dare you to 
resist picking up the bones with your fingers.

The Log Cabin is definitely for steak lovers.  But 
those who prefer seafood are also in for a good 
time!  It is delivered fresh, three times a week.  
The most popular items are Alaskan King Crab 
Legs, Lobster and Walleye Pike.

The lobster is removed from the shell, and 
placed in an oven where it is sautéed with 
white wine, and covered with lettuce leaves 
to hold in the moisture.  The Walleye is oven 
baked with Greek-blended lemon and but-
ter.  It is especially light and flaky.  If you prefer 
Fried Shrimp you will be pleasantly surprised.  
Here the shrimp are hand peeled and hand 
battered with a special home-made coating.

After you have had a wonderful meal, you will 
definitely want to top off with a scrumptious 
dessert.  Right now the dessert tray includes 
Chocolate Cheese Cake, Tiramisu, Baklava and 
Eli’s cheesecake.  The staff usually forgets to 
tell you about the awesome ice cream drinks.  
These are the Grasshopper, Brandy 

Alexander and Pink Squirrel.  They are made 
with four scoops of ice cream, and are truly 
impressive.

The Log Cabin serves delightful dinners,  but it is 
so much more than a good restaurant.  In 2006, 
the Galena Hush Report selected Log Cabin as 
the Business of the Year because “the food is 
consistent and consistently good”.   The Galena 
Art and Recreation Center (ARC) presented Log 
Cabin its Best of Taste Award in 2008.  And now, 
in 2010, the ARC again chose Log Cabin for its 
Best of Taste Award for its Chateaubriand.

Which reminds me; the Chateaubriand is not 
on the menu because it is especially prepared 
for group events.  These are small roasts extrav-
agantly cut from the center of the beef ten-
derloin.  They are oven roasted very carefully 
to avoid overcooking, and served with Greek 
potatoes for private parties.  Even Vicomte 
de Châteaubriand himself would be pleased!   
Remember to keep Log Cabin in mind for you 
next catered affair.

{ dining } How come when my frying pan is on fire it’s never a good thing?
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{ cover story } i love when an opportunity for a BLT at the 19th hole comes around.

An opportunity to spread out...

BEAUTIFUL EQUESTRIAN  
ESTATE ON 12 ACRES  
The brick home IN BELLEVUE, IA features 6 bed-
rooms and 4 baths plus a beautiful 3 seasons 
room w/wood stove. The land also features an 
80x260 indoor arena, 30x100 barn with stalls, 
tack room and additional garage storage great 
for boat, unique features pond & stream.

$669,000 
37443 308th, Bellevue, IA 52031  
MLS#: 115542

Contact Michael Knight  
from Ruhl & Ruhl Homes  
Cell:  563-663-7372,   
Office:  563-583-4550

An opportunity to lose the stress...

MAINTAINENCE FREE COMFORT 
These brand new condo’s in Dubuque fea-
ture amenities that you will find very attrac-
tive. Convenient location, easy single floor 
living, and environmentally friendly features. 

 
$249,900  
3470 Keymont, Dubuque  
1435 Sq. Ft., 2BR, 2BA, Gas Heat, C/A  
MLS #115953  
Contact Carol Fogt, American Realty  
Cell: (563) 542-0520
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Just two years ago, I wrote an 
article about the immense 
benefit of Dubuque’s pub-

lic/private partnerships and how our commu-
nity has benefitted.  In that article I shared a 
description about “community” that 
I still feel says it best…

“Communities that thrive and 
prosper will do so because they 
acknowledge the spiritual dimen-
sion of human nature and make 
the moral, emotional, and intellec-
tual development of the individual 
a central priority. Remembering at 
all times that the interests of the 
individual and of society are insep-
arable, these communities will 
promote respect for both rights 
and responsibilities, will foster the 
equality and partnership of women and men, 
and will protect and nurture families. They will 
promote beauty, natural and man-made, and 
incorporate into their design principles, envi-
ronmental preservation and rehabilitation. 
Guided by the concept of unity in diversity, 
they will support widespread participation 
in the affairs of society, and will increasingly 
turn to leaders who are motivated by the 
desire to serve. In these communities the 
fruits of science and technology will benefit 
the whole society.”

Since that article, our nation has faced a bitter 
political campaign cycle and spiraled down 
into a deep recession.  Fallout from the nega-
tivity, particularly the heightened media nega-
tivity, has wound its way into internet social 
networking, blogging and fear-mongering in 
our communities.  And then today…I read an 
article by David Gergen, a professor of public 
service at Harvard and a senior political ana-
lyst at CNN.  The article suggests that we need 
to be reminded of the collective spirit and 
strength of Americans through the test of time. 
His article was titled, “Cheer Up America!”

“Americans are gloomy these days,” he wrote.  
When asked by pollsters whether the nation 
is on the right or wrong track—a widely 
watched barometer of the public mood—a 
majority have been saying “wrong track” for 
almost five years in a row.  Some 60% think 
we are in decline, and nearly 70% believe 
that we have a leadership crisis.  

I confess that I often wake up discouraged, 
too.  But rather than wallow in national self-

doubt, it helps to remember just how many 
mountains we have climbed already and 
how many strengths we still have.  A little 
cheering up will lighten spirits and fortify us 
for the tough journey ahead.

Remember back in the mid-60’s how dis-
graceful it was—and how insoluble it 
seemed—that a third of Americans over 
65 lived in poverty and more than half had 
no health insurance?  Today, less than 10% 
are impoverished, and every senior has 
insurance.  Only a third of young children 
attended nursery school or kindergarten in 
the mid-60’s; today, some two thirds do.

I grew up in the segregated South where 
blacks had a hard time voting; today more 
than 10,000 African Americans hold elected 
office—and the United States is the first 
Western nation to elect a black President.  
Women were taught to stay home, curb 
their ambitions, and not interfere.  As in 
other areas, change is still too slow, but 
today more women than men are getting 
college degrees; they are the majority in top 
law and medical schools and constitute 17% 
of the Senate.  Businesses owned by women 
are responsible for a reported $3 trillion in 
revenue and employ 15% of the workforce.  
Women are presidents of Harvard, Prince-
ton, MIT, Brown, Penn, Michigan, Miami and 
more—and are doing fantastic jobs!

Remember, too, in the 1970s when waves 
of criminal violence swept over us and in 
big cities people were afraid to venture out 
after dark? Now nightlife bustles from San 
Francisco to Boston, Chicago to New York.  
Since 1993, the year before New York City 
introduced its innovative methodology, 
CompStat, grand larcenies are down more 
than 55%, homicides by 76% and auto thefts 
by 90%.  

Americans rightly worry today about jobs 
and about the economic ascendency of 
China and other Asian nations.  But we still 
have the capacity to win out because we 
remain the most creative, entrepreneurial 
people on the globe.  There are more than 
four Chinese people for every American, yet 
Americans have won 30 Nobel Prizes in sci-

ence and economics in the past 
five years, while the Chinese 
have been awarded one.  Even 
though our numbers have fallen 
some, Americans earned 49% of 
the new patents, the Chinese 1%.  
In the most recent statistics avail-
able, the U.S. also accounted for a 
fourth of peer-reviewed research 
articles and a third of research 
and development investments, 
and we continue to grant more 
doctorates in engineering and 
science than any other nation.  

All of this has helped us to stay at the cutting 
edge of innovation.  For three years in a row, 
the World Economic Forum has rated the U.S. 
either No. 1 or 2 among the most competi-
tive nations in the world (outranked only by 
Switzerland).  These investments in the future 

not only create high-paying jobs but break-
throughs in long standing problems.  For 
almost four decades, we have been search-
ing in vain for energy independence.  Now, 
thanks to R & D investments by private com-
panies and the government, we have found 
ways to access incredible amounts of natural 
gas right here, in places like Pennsylvania—
gas that could make us ore self-reliant and is 
cleaner than coal and oil.

None of this is to soft-soap our problems as 
a nation.  We are in trouble on many fronts.  
But enough of the gloom and doom; we are 
still strong, resilient people when we pull 
together.

In Dubuque, we too have struggled on our 
way out of this deep recession.  But, all we 
need to do is to reflect briefly on the dark 
times of the 80s and the lessons we learned 
from that era.  Then we can value the collec-
tive, energized and positive community spirit 
that has allowed our community to weather 
this recession better than most cities in the 
U.S.  Because of citizen and business leader 
confidence in community leadership and 
partnerships, Dubuque is and will stay…on 
the right track!

Staying on the Right Track
by mayor roy d. buol

{ buol on dubuque } I need a strong partnership to polish off a large taco pizza.
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Dear Trixie:,  
I have two 12 inch variegated coleus 
plants which seem unwell. They hang 
from the ceiling and are about 3 feet  
long. Their leaves are droopy and they 
have a strange fuzz on their stems. The 
leaves are full of brown spots  and their 
edges are curling inward. I have had these 
plants for quite a few years and they have 
been healthy  until now. I won’t use dan-
gerous chemicals in my home so can you 
give me a natural, non toxic solution? 
             -  Elaine On Ferndale

Dear Elaine:  
At first, this may seem strange and a bit 
disgusting but it is the only way to rid your 
plants of a severe  infestation by Aphids 
Idiosis. Mix 1 cup of vegetable oil with 3 
cups of human urine in a glass container 
and set aside. Cover it with Cling  Wrap 
and leave in a dark place for 36 hours. In a 
separate glass, pour 3 ounces of bourbon 
whiskey and set  aside. Pour the oil solu-
tion into a spray bottle. Shake well. Vigor-
ously mist the entire plant until the bottle  
is empty. Now drink the whiskey and con-
gratulate yourself for job well done!

Dear Trixie:  
Is it normal for a guy to choke you while 
making out?   - 
                - Ashlynne In Asbury

Dear Ashlynne:  
Yes. It’s called necking.

Dear Trixie:  
My wife is not like other people. When we 
were first married I would hear her hav-
ing a spirited conversation in  another 
room. As soon as I’d enter the room she 
would stop talking. For years I thought 
she might have slight  schizophrenia or 
a multi-personality problem. She has 
recently confided that she is talking to 
the dead. She is  a real ghost whisperer! 
She says that she should not have to hide 
this part of her and that I need to accept  
her gift just as she has accepted it. My 
problem is that she is constantly talking 
to them and I would like to  have one 
verbal interaction without being inter-
rupted by the deceased. Help!  
              --Lonely and Laconic

Dear Lonely:  
It is very rude for any two people to con-
verse privately in the presence of a third 
person. This goes for  taking cell phone 
calls, whispering behind one’s hand or 
having a secret confab with the recently 
deceased. If  she cannot find the courtesy 
to grant you the same attention she gives 
to the dearly departed then I might  sug-
gest you make use of a Ouija board to 
communicate your displeasure --to her 
and her friends.

Dr. Skrap’s completely useless
HOROSCOPES

ARIES As you sit at your desk day in and day 
out, remember one thing - the meeting that 
can’t start without you is the only meeting 
worth going to. Unless donuts are involved. 
Or any kind of chocolate. Or a free lunch. 
Oh, and the big meetings where you can sit 
in the back and take a nap. That’s like hitting 
a trifecta.

TAURUS Relax for the first time in a while. 
Get out and enjoy the city, especially 
downtown. Remember: unpaid parking 
tickets never die, they just fade away.

GEMINI Your neighbors saw you playing 
air guitar in your underwear the other 
night. Your fingering was a little off, and you 
missed a few key notes in the solo. Better 
practice those open strings.

CANCER If Charlize Theron, dressed in 
tight black spandex, comes up to you and 
asks you for a smoke, run far away. That’s 
not Charlize Theron, you’ve simply had too 
much to drink. Every soldier must eventually 
call it a day.

LEO Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. 
Baskets can break, they can become loose, 
they start sitting around the house doing 
absolutely nothing...and then, one day, you 
get served with divorce papers and you’re 
left with nothing but broken eggs.

VIRGO Remember how cool you felt hitting 
the town last weekend, strutting your stuff 
across the city? Everyone was looking at 
you. Your skirt was stuck in your underwear. 
Better keep an eye on that.

LIBRA Seasons may not fear the Reaper, 
nor may the sun, the wind or the rain ... but 
that doesn’t mean you should play hockey 
in the middle of Main Street. Seriously bad 
voodoo may occur. We’re talking “Live and 
Let Die” voodoo here.

SCORPIO Ah, spring ... that glorious season 
when men and women come together, 
spark each other’s fancy, and engage in 
that most wonderful activity...mulching. 
Warning, colored mulch is for newbies. Go 
au naturale.

SAGITTARIUS You may reach a point 
where you think you’ve seen everything. 
But until you’ve seen a garden gnome take 
on a gorilla (and win), you haven’t seen 
everything. Not by a long shot.

CAPRICORN Have you ever danced with 
the devil in the pale moonlight? It’s not 
recommended. It can become extremely 
awkward, especially if there’s a disagreement 
over which definition of “moon” is being 
used. For the record, Dr. Skraps does
not endorse public lewdness.

AQUARIUS Upon discovering that the 
carnitas you had for lunch are causing severe 
distress in your nether regions, you may 
become tempted to wander from the One 
True Path. Walk on, grasshopper, walk on; this 
too shall pass. In more ways than one.

PISCES When your Budweiser is stolen by 
a garden gnome fresh off his resounding 
victory over a gorilla, do not fret. In fact, 
give him another Bud. That garden gnome 
has done more today than most men do in 
their entire lives.

{ advice & horoscopes }

TRIXIE KITSCH
 B A D  A D V I C E  F O R  T H E  S T U P I D

trixie would kill dr. skraps quickly and cruely if it ever came to a battle royal.
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“Do not under estimate the Power of 
Thoughts. Just as water has the power 
to shift and mold earths landscape, your 
thoughts have the power to shift and 
mold the landscape of your life” -Chuck 
Danes

It is said that our brains produce as many 
as 50,000 thoughts per day - depending 
on how deep a thinker you are. In order 
to be a mostly positive person, you’ll need 
to have mostly positive thoughts. Think 
about it (pun intended), how many of 
your 50,000 thoughts are 
positive and how many are 
negative each day?

Do you find yourself obsess-
ing about mistakes you’ve 
made, battling guilt, wor-
rying or constantly drifting 
into a haze of negativity? 
Negative thoughts include 
envy, cynicism, anger, despair, fatigue, 
hopelessness, boredom, lack of direction, 
pain, apathy, and blaming. Face it, if you 
have mostly negative thoughts, you are 
going to be a mostly negative person. 

I’m not suggesting that every thought that 
goes through your head can be positive, 

that would be impossible, but if you man-
age your thinking and have mostly positive 
thoughts, you’ll be a mostly positive per-
son. Positive thoughts include thoughts of 
pride, comfort, accomplishment, energy, 
enthusiasm, euphoria, inspiration, and joy.

Instead of accepting the negative 
onslaught, stop, relax, and take an objec-
tive look at thoughts in your head. To 
reduce the negativity, you must increase 
your awareness that these negative 
thoughts are occurring in the first place. 

Only when you are aware of 
a negative thought can you 
replace it with something 
positive. Even at 50,000 per 
day, you’d be surprised how 
much control you have 
over your thoughts.

What is the point of all 
this? If a majority of your 

thoughts each day are negative, you’re 
going to be a negative person. Those 
negative thoughts affect you and close 
your mind to life’s wonderful opportuni-
ties. Do not underestimate the power of 
your thinking. Your thoughts, positive or 
negative, shift and mold the landscape of 
your life.

50,000 Thoughts
by matt booth

Mattitude Improvement Tip 
Your Body or Your Car?

Think of your body as you think of your car. It is a finely engineered transporta-
tion vehicle. Your body and your car are powered by what you put in them and 
how you maintain them. Do you take better care of your car than your own 
body? If you try and drive your body without proper fuel or maintenance, and 
it will fall apart. It is easy to take your body for granted because you didn’t pay 
$30,000 for it.  Like your car, your body only speaks to you when it is damaged 
or inoperative. But, unlike your car, you can’t just trade your body in for a new 
one.

Matt Booth was outstanding!  It was the first standing ovation I have witnessed at an opening 
day in-service during my twenty-four years in education.  Matt’s message on the value of a 
positive attitude and teaching that message to others is done with humor, enthusiasm and 
unbelievable passion.  It is hard to find an inspirational program, which reaches all levels of 
teachers and staff, but MATTITUDE did! Thanks!   
              - Rob Wagner, District Administrator-Lancaster Schools

{ mattitude } many of my best thoughts come in the bathroom. why is that?

Downtown Cleanup   
Saturday, April 24   
Dubuque Main Street and the Downtown 
Neighborhood Council invite groups and 
individuals of all ages to participate in the 
annual Downtown Cleanup on Saturday, April 
24 from 8 a.m. to noon.  Downtown Cleanup 
is an annual spring volunteer effort to clear 
away the debris of winter to beautify our 
downtown in preparation for the summer 
season for both residents and visitors alike.  
Participating volunteers gather at 8 a.m. at the 
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Dubuque, 1299 
Locust Street, where teams form to clean the 
public spaces and parks in the downtown 
district.  Plastic gloves, garbage bags, and 
maps of downtown are provided. Following 
Cleanup, teams return to the Boys and Girls 
Club for complimentary food and beverages, 
served from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Earth Day Cleanup of the Port  
Saturday, April 24, 10 a.m.- Noon  
Like the legion of volunteers cleaning up 
the rest of downtown, a dedicated bunch 
of volunteers will be gathering to clean up 
debris at the Port of Dubuque along the Ice 
Harbor Peninsula and the Riverwalk Satur-
day, April 24, between 10 a.m. to 12 noon as 

part of a 2010 Earth Day and Marine Debris 
awareness campaign.  Volunteers wanting to 
help can join in the cleanup, which will begin 
and end at the Ice Harbor Park, between the 
National Mississippi River Museum & Aquar-
ium and the Diamond Jo Casino. Individuals 
and groups will be assigned areas to clean 
up.  Children must be accompanied by an 
adult.  All cleanup and safety equipment will 
be provided for the event with refreshments 
and snacks provided after the cleanup. Vol-
unteers or groups wishing to sign up to help 
in the cleanup of the Port of Dubuque, areas 
adjacent to the Ice Harbor, and the Dubuque 
River walk can contact Vicky Sutter, Volunteer 
Coordinator at the National Mississippi River 
Museum & Aquarium at 557-9545, Ext. 276.
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Old Hoss Radbourne
by bob gelms

{ bob’s book reviews }

For one year the greatest pitcher in the history 
of baseball pitched right here in Dubuque, 
Iowa. His name was Charlie “Old Hoss” Rad-
bourn and the team he pitched for was the 
Dubuque Rabbits; they were part of the four 
team Northwestern League. The year was 
1879 and Charlie was the star pitcher of the 
league, obliterating their arch rivals in Rock-
ford to win the pennant. In 1880, he moved 
along to the team in Buffalo New York getting 
$750 per year; $300 more than he asked for in 
Dubuque and was only 4 years away from the 
greatest season any pitcher has even had in 
the history of organized baseball in this or any 
other country. In 1881, he went to the Provi-
dence team and it was as a part of the Provi-
dence Grays that he had a season stuffed with 
records that will never be equaled.

The epic journey Radbourn took in 1884 is 
chronicled in Edward Achorn’s Fifty-Nine 
in ’84. No true baseball fan can go without 
reading this book, particularly, if you are not 
familiar with how the game was played in 
the 19th Century. It reads like a history book. 
That has its advantages and disadvantages.

Let’s start with the short list of disadvan-
tages. Achorn recounts the 1884 season 
almost game by game. The synopses are 
short but it does get a little tedious even for 
someone like me who loves baseball. What 
it does, however, is give you a strong sense 
of what it was like to play on a major league 
team in the 19th Century and, believe me, 
it was nothing even remotely close to the 
pampered millionaire man/boys of today. 
That takes care of the disadvantages.

This book is so gorged with trivia, charming 
anecdotes, and surprising revelations that I 
hardly know where to start. How about just a 
taste? For starters (pun), the pitcher was a lot 
closer. He was only 50 feet away instead of the 
modern 60 feet 6 inches. You couldn’t bring 
your pitching hand over your shoulder which 
forced all pitchers to throw side arm or under-
handed. Spit balls were legal. The pitcher stood 
flat on the ground in a box, not in a raised 
circular mound like today. The only pitches 
that counted were strikes, you couldn’t walk 
on pitches. In fact the only way you could get 
on base was to hit the ball into fair territory or 
be hit by the pitcher. No one wore protection 

of any kind. Can you imagine being a catcher 
with no protection whatsoever? Not even a 
cup!!!!!! The pitcher was allowed to take a run-
ning leap while delivering the ball as well as 
delivering it from standing in one spot. I saved 
the best for last, baseball was played bare-
handed…no gloves…not even the catcher 
who had to catch 90 mile an hour fast balls 
thrown from 50 feet away.

That all sounds like a different game but, 
really, the way you played the game then is 
remarkably similar to the way you play the 
game today. You get runners on base and 
you advanced them into scoring position 
by stealing bases, sacrificing fly balls, or hit-
ting around. The batting order was set up to 
take advantage of the players hitting power 
and, in my opinion this should never, never, 
never have been changed, the pitcher was 
required to bat. The DH is the only think I 
hate about the American League and I’m an 
American League guy.

As you might have guessed from the title, 
maybe with an unbelieving smirk, that, in 
1884, Charlie Radbourn won 59 games. Yes he 
did. In fact some people make a good case he 
won 60 games that year. He only lost 12 or 11 
depending on the count. His earned run aver-
age was 1.38. He started 73 games, pitched 
678 innings and struck out 441 batters. By 
comparison, today’s pitchers will have bank 
vaults of cash thrown at them if your ERA is 
3.0, you can pitch 200 hundred innings, strike 
out 200 batters, and win 15 to 20 games.

Charlie “Old Hoss” Radbourn was Superman.

Our modern baseball memory goes back to 
the pitchers and players just after the Rath-
bourn era although some of these players 
played with Old Hoss. Pitchers like Christie 
Mathewson, Cy Young, Walter Johnson, Gro-
ver Cleveland Alexander.

Fifty-Nine in 84 is a keeper.

I’d like to close with a story I can’t confirm 
but sounds right to me. Charlie ‘Old Hoss” 
Radbourn was plagued throughout his life 
with horrible leg cramps. As he hobbled 
around the bases one day someone yelled, 
“Look at old Charlie hoss around the bases.” 
This is, evidently, where we get the term 
Charlie-horse for a leg cramp.

If you like baseball, Charlie Radbourn should 
never be forgotten.

I got a charlie horse stuck in my craw.
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What’s New with NuVal™?
with nutritionists pat fi sher & megan dalsing

It has been over a year since NuVal ™ scores 
fi rst started appearing on Hy-Vee shelf 
tags. The NuVal Nutritional Scoring System 
is a super-simple and quick way to choose 
the most nutritious foods – at a glance – 
for you and your family. Look at the shelf 
tag for a number from 1 to 100; the higher 
the score, the more nutritious the food. 

New scores are being added to food 
categories on a regular basis. Next time 
you are visiting your local Hy-Vee store, 
look for a NuVal™ score on the following 
food products:

Produce:  Fruits, Vegetables

Grocery:  Juice, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, 
Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Salty Snacks, Bread, 
Cookies and Crackers, Popcorn, Ketchup, 
Mustard, BBQ Sauce, Mayonnaise, Dried Fruit, 
Canned Meat, Syrup, Pop, Water, Energy 
Drinks, PowerAde, Tortillas, Dried Beans, 
Sugar, Frosting, Marshmallows, Private Label 
Pop, Baking Mixes, Pancake Mix,  Jell-O, 
Pudding, Canned Soup, Pie Filling, Candy, 
Gravy, Seasoning Packets, Flour

Frozen: Frozen Vegetables, Frozen 
Potatoes, Ice Cream, Novelties, Frozen 
Fruit, Frozen Vegetarian Entrees/Soy 
Burgers, Frozen Fish, Frozen Pizza

Dairy: Refrigerated Biscuits, Refrigerated 
Juice, Milk, Butter, Margarine, Yogurt, Eggo 
Frozen Waffl  es, Eggs

Meat:  Beef, Chicken, Pork, Seafood, 
Refrigerated Pickles

What’s “Nu” with NuVal™? NuVal.com 2.0! 
NuVal’s newest online website allows 
visitors to discover new ways to learn 
about NuVal, updated food scores and tips 
for incorporating this unique nutritional 
scoring system into your day-to-day life. 

How good is your nutrition know-how? Try 
your hand at “Nutrition by the Numbers,” 
a new online game found at NuVal.com. 
Guess the nutritional value of dozens of 
everyday food items. The idea is simple: 
arrange three foods in the order from most 
to least nutritious. With one click, you’ll get 
the answer, including the NuVal™ scores.

Create a grocery list incorporating NuVal™ 
scores! The newest scores are now listed on 
NuVal’s website. Simply click on a food group 
or score category and begin shopping like 
a nutrition expert. One number is all you 
need to know to make decisions about 
food for you and your family – decisions 
you can feel good about.

To fi nd out more information about NuVal™, 
go to www.hy-vee.com. Look for the link to 
NuVal on the left side of the health page. 
Or visit with your local Hy-Vee dietitian 
on how NuVal™ can make your shopping 
experience easier, healthier and happier.

The information is not intended as medical advice.   

Consult a medical professional for individual advice.

{ eating healthy }

It’s still a great time to purchase a new 
home or make the desired home 

improvements you’ve been thinking about.

Consider what’s important in a mortgage 
lender today...

Come see Greg and Pam today for mortgage 
solutions to purchase, refinance or put your 

home equity to work for you!

Reputation Stability Performance
Greg Hill

563-589-2253 office
815-703-4145 cell
270 W 7th Street, 

Dubuque, IA 52001

Pam Baretich
563-589-2206 office
563-212-1228 cell
270 W 7th Street, 

Dubuque, IA 52001

Loan approval is subject to program guidelines.  Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan 
amounts.  Interest rate and program terms are subject to change without notice.  63009124803  Member FDIC

what’s the nu-val score on a kfc double-down not-a-sandwich?

With the continuing popularity of Winter 
Farmers’ Market, some might overlook the 
fact that the spring and summer version, 
which has simply been know as “Farmers’ 
Market” for 165 years, is set to open the fi rst 
Saturday of May.  That happens to be May 1 
this year.  Open every Saturday, from 7 a.m. 
to noon, Farmers’ Market runs from the fi rst 
Saturday of May through the last Saturday of 
October.  Centered around City Hall at 13th 

and stretching down Iowa Street to 11th 
Street, the market has grown in recent years 
to over eighty vendors.  Farmers, home gar-
deners, crafters and other potential vendors 
interested in registering for Farmers’ Market 
can pick up information including the 2010 
Vendor Handbook at the Dubuque Main 
Street offi  ce, 1069 Main Street.  For more 
information, contact market coordinator 
Laura Bertjens at (563) 588-4400.  

Spring Farmers’ Market Opens 
May 1, 7 a.m. - Noon



32 {april 15 - april 28 } 365ink www.Dubuque365.com

Sudoku

Puzzle answers are located on page 35

{ puzzles }

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row across, each column 

down and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

okay miss putchio and mr.. buckhart, you wanted your puzzles back... you got em’!

Super Crossword
“CD Collection”
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At long last, I am back from the hospital. I was 
away for twenty-three days, eighteen of them 
as an inpatient. People who entered the Head 
Pain Unit the same time as me left before I 
did, making me feel like the train was leaving 
the station without me. A doozy of an HA, the 
unit’s code for headaches, kept me in my bed 
just past Easter.

They measure headaches on a scale of zero 
to five. Zero = no pain, a state no one there 
could  recall. One is low-level pain which only 
enters your awareness when you think about 
it. Should you ask a person with a level one 
headache, “How’s the head?” you have thus 
made them aware of it, not a nice thing to do.  
The levels go from two, moderate pain that 
can be ignored at times, to three, severe pain 
all the time “but you could do your job” (been 
there, done that), all the way to five –  “intense, 
incapacitating, totally controlling.” 

My number-five HA threw me into a whole 
new tribe. My young roommate was blessedly 
relieved of most of her pain and sent happily 
home, while another woman moved into her 
bed. She was closer to my age, and it was a 
treat for me to show her the ropes, from the 
location of the  linen closet to the fact that the 
window actually opened. We had a blast that 
final weekend, even though she was coming 
off some wicked narcotics and I was trying 
to decide if I was as ready to go home as the 
doctors seemed to think I was.

There is something special about these ad 
hoc friendships. When I arrived, I knew no 
one, and first had to deal with a certifiably 
crazy roommate who stayed up all night talk-
ing to her father in Texas (“He always forgets 
the time difference! Ha ha!”), handing out 
chocolates (a migraine trigger for many), and 
claiming to have a level twelve headache 
while harassing everyone she could scare up. 
The nurses moved me out of that room so I 
could maybe recover from my headaches 
rather than watch them get worse. So I got 
to know Martha, the college freshman from a 
farm family in Wisconsin.

I hardly knew her, but we bonded. What 
did it matter that I was old enough to be 
her mother, when both of us answered the 
nurse’s question about our pain level with 
“Three and a half”? One morning, I came into 
the small room where we waited for our turn 
to face the healthcare crew on rounds. There 
sat four young women in various states of 

pain. Sarah slouched in one chair with her 
feet on another. Instead of taking the empty 
chair across the room, Martha walked over, 
gently picking up Sarah’s feet to place them 
into her lap as she sat by her side. These two 
young women, one in college, one with three 
kids of her own, hardly knew each other, and 
would most likely not keep in touch after 
they went their separate ways. But that was 
genuine friendship.

The day I left, I walked into the cafeteria 
looking for my husband and saw two older 
women having lunch together. They’d only 
been there a few days, and I’d talked with 
them maybe twice. But when I went over 
to say goodbye, I found myself bursting into 
tears, which they took gracefully in stride as 
they hugged me goodbye. I was going home, 
but I was also leaving a home where I felt safe, 
understood, and immensely cared for.

They say there are no atheists in foxholes, and 
I would add, there are no strangers, either. I’ll 
never know if Rebecca finds relief from the 
dull pain behind her eyes, or if Brenda man-
ages to break her addiction to Oxycontin, 
that bitter pill. 

We form these impromptu allegiances easily, if 
we have any heart at all. I remember how bit-
tersweet the last day of Girl Scout camp always 
was. After two weeks of sleeping in tents and 
scratching mosquito bites, I couldn’t wait to 
see my family.  And yet how hard it was to 
say goodbye to those new friends, just before 
running to the family station wagon shout-
ing, “Mommy! Daddy! Bonnie!”  It was hard to 
know which group made me cry more.

These same short-lived connections form in 
school, when your second period French class 
begins to gel somehow and, though you’d 
never admit it, you can’t wait to sit down 
behind the funniest guy in the school – the 
smart, goofy one you wouldn’t dream of dat-
ing, yet whose company you find irresistible. 

Opportunities for brief encounters abound, 
whether it’s the Lamaze class where you 
divulge your deepest secrets to six other cou-
ples you’ll never see again, or the busload of 
people savoring the sights of Italy with you, 
all of them seeming to appreciate exactly the 
same things as you.

All it takes is a few weeks, or a memorable 
moment. These sudden friendships grow in the 
lines that form to buy the new iPad or tickets to 
see some rock star perform. They can flourish 
in groups thrown together inside broken eleva-
tors, or movie theaters when the  picture goes 
from 3-D to no-D, and the lights come up to 
reveal the folks around you. It can be a happy 
moment, like when I first spotted the Hale-
Bopp comet high above the mall parking lot 
and called out to the people around me, “There 
it is!” and they looked up, too, and smiled. 

We don’t plan these alliances; they just hap-
pen. I sure hope they happen to you. They 
allow you to become a member, if only for a 
moment, of a rare kind of club. You could just 
call it humanity.

Join the Club
by pam kress-dunn

{ giving voice } i prefer the jelly of the month club.
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vintage hot rods a turn on the dirt track pro-
vided Gage and crew a worthwhile excuse 
for the trip to Farley.  “I have been looking for 
an opportunity to go to Iowa for a few years 
now, and this fits in well,” said Gage.  

The show is undoubtedly the first of its kind 
in Iowa, but the popularity of vintage hot rods 
and motorcycles and the surrounding retro 
culture has grown in popularity in recent years, 
often around car clubs like the Cheaters in Mil-
waukee, Los Punk Rods in Kansas City, or Chi-
cago’s Chrome Czars.  Last year, the Chrome 
Czars Hunnert Car Pile Up show in Morris, 
Illinois had to stop accepting cars for lack of 
space, despite having 9 football fields of spec-
tator area.  The estimated 12,000 in attendance 
shut down Interstate 80 at one point.  

Just last weekend, Austin, Texas hosted the 
Lonestar Roundup, a hot rod show that drew 
exhibitors and spectators from as far away as 

Sweden and Japan.  The Roundup featured 
1200 cars and an estimated attendance of 
25,000 people. “It’s grown to this huge com-
munity, so now you have traditional hot rod 
shows across the country,” says Wells.  Many 
of the regional clubs will be driving en masse 
to the Farley show, with the Los Punk Rods 
acting as contributing sponsors.  

Part of the new popularity of vintage hot 
rods and the shows that feature them is 
the surrounding culture that has grown 
to be part of the experience – rockabilly 
music and fashion, tattoos, pinup girls – 
but the true expression of the ethos is the 
cars themselves.  “True” hot rods are cars 
that were modified by guys in their own 
garages, using the tools, materials, and 
knowledge available to them at the time.  
In many cases, extraneous accessories were 
removed in an effort to streamline or lighten 
the vehicle.  Not surprisingly, the stripped 
down approach and DIY ethic has struck 
a sympathetic chord with younger enthu-
siasts that have grown up with punk rock, 

which embraces a similar aesthetic.  

Although there are a variety of subgenres and 
corresponding camps within the vintage hot 
rod community, there is a general appreciation 
for cars that show the work of the owner and 
reflect a particular personality.  Stock parts are 
not as important as period-appropriate sub-
stitutions or modifications.  While some cars 
might sport a detailed custom flame paint 
job or hand-painted pinstripes, others might 
embrace a simple flat black finish, an uneven 
surface patina that proudly displays the age 
of the car, or even no paint at all – perhaps 
acknowledging the state the car was in when 
it was rescued from somebody’s barn.  

“We want to have the original cars in the 
original state,” explains Wells of vintage hot 
rod style, “what they would have been back 
in the day.”   This might not be your dad’s car 
show, but it might be your grandpa’s.  

What’s not generally recognized as a vintage 
hot rod, or allowed into Vintage Torque Fest, 
are “street rods” that embrace later materials 
and technological developments that aren’t 
authentic to the original hot rod style.  Conse-
quently, no billet (machined aluminum wheels 
and parts), airbrushed mural graphics, or digital 
gauges are allowed.  Likewise, cars that feature 
more modern equipment like independent 
front suspensions and electronic fuel injec-
tion generally do not fit the style, especially on 
fenderless or open engine cars.  Kit cars and 
cars accessorized through the addition of cata-
log parts are not consistent with the vintage 
hot rod practice of scrounging scrap yards and 
swap meets for period parts and materials.  

The show also will not accept any cars pro-
duced after 1964, unless it’s a model that main-
tained a pre-’65 body style into a later model 

year.  “About ‘65 is when the muscle cars came 
in,” explains Wells.  “1964 and a half is when the 
Mustang was introduced.”  Following the Mus-
tang’s lead, all the major auto manufacturers 
began to introduce muscle cars – mid-sized 
coupes with larger, more powerful engines – 
through the late ‘60s and into the early ‘70s.  
Muscle cars were created by the major auto-
makers based on the popularity of hot rods 
and drag racing, even borrowing hot rodders’ 
formula for speed – putting a larger engine 
in a smaller body – but ultimately drew focus 
away from the hot rods that inspired them.  

What might be surprising to some is that the 
Vintage Torque Fest is not all that interested 
in stock classic cars or classics that have been 
restored using original parts.  Not that vintage 
hot rod enthusiasts don’t have a great appre-
ciation for anyone who has worked to pre-
serve or restore an original antique vehicle, 
but like the later street rods or muscle cars, it’s 
just not the style of this particular show.  

“My car is probably not gonna get in the show 
because it’s too stock,” noted Wells of his ‘35 
Ford Coupe which he originally purchased 
from Mike Wolfe of History Channel’s “Ameri-
can Pickers.”  “But it will be parked outside.”  
Wells emphasizes that everyone is welcome 
to come to the show and encourages car lov-
ers to drive their ride to the Farley Speedway, 
whatever style or vintage it is.  There will be a 
special parking area out front for street rods, 
muscle cars, and other classic and custom cars 
that don’t quite fit in with the “official” show “so 
the Chevelles and Mustangs don’t have to park 
next to the family Caravans or Toyota Camrys.” 

Chuck Richardson, a Vintage Torque Fest 
volunteer reports that he knows a number 
of people who will be driving their cars to 
the speedway even though they don’t nec-
essarily meet the entry requirements.  “In 
fact, I plan on bringing my ‘65 Corvette up 
from Davenport, and it doesn’t meet the 
entry requirements,” said Richardson.  “But 
I want to have it there because I know how 
much fun this is going to be.”  

It really is all about having fun.  It all gets 
started at 5 p.m. on Friday, April 30 with a 
Friday night cruise from Farley Speedway to 

{ cover story: torquefest } this festival would be huge in brandon, iowa, home of parade hot-rod burnouts.

Vintage Torquefest 
Continued from Page 6 
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Sudoku CrosswordPuzzle answers 
from page 28

Pop Quiz answers from page 32

{ cover story: torquefest }

1. C) Dubuque recycles over 40% of our waste.
2. C) No Pizza Boxes
3. C) Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory
4. D) 1673
5. B) Brownfield
6. D) 2 Ladies sitting in theater seats.
7. D) Northwest Arterial

Do you think they would put velvet ropes up around my flat black 19 80 Honda CM 400 T?

Dyersville’s Field of Dreams, about 15 miles 
from the track.  The Friday cruise is open to all 
cars – hot rods, restored classics, street rods, 
muscle cars, and modern sports cars.  The 
cruise will be captured on video for a later 
Vintage Torque Fest DVD of the overall event. 
(All car owners that pre-register will later get 
a free copy of the DVD!)  Following the cruise 
(about 9 p.m.), Quad Cities rockabilly band 
The Afterdarks will play for the free Torque 
Fest pre-party back at the Farley Speedway.  

Saturday morning activity starts early, with 
participating hot rods and custom cars arriv-
ing at 7:30 a.m.  Customs will be set up in the 
indoor showroom and hot rods will begin 
lining up outdoors for later laps on the dirt 
track.  Gates open to the public at 8:30 a.m. 

In addition to the indoor custom car display, 
the showroom will feature a motorcycle display, 
a variety of vendors, a model car display and 

contest, and a “kustom kulture” or “lowbrow” 
art show.  The Torque Fest “Motor Psycho” 
show sponsored by London-based Dice maga-
zine, will feature pre-1975 custom motorcycles, 
bobbers and choppers.  Modified and vintage 
Norton, Triumph, Harley Davidson, Indian, BSA, 
and even Japanese-made motorcycles will be 
accepted, “as long as the bikes will be some-
thing that looks like it would be in Choppers 
magazine circa 1969 or Dice magazine,” note 
organizers. With a similar aesthetic to the hot 
rod show, vintage-style bobbers (bobbed 
fenders, etc.), choppers, and other pre-’75 DIY 
modified motorcycles will be accepted.  OCC-
style bikes, touring bikes and post-’75 Harleys 
are welcome in a special parking area outside.  

Vendors will offer a range of hot rod culture 
merchandise, from T-shirts to hot rod memo-
rabilia.  Following in the footsteps of lowbrow 
art pioneers like Ed “Big Daddy” Roth, creator 
of the iconic “Rat Fink” character, Robert Wil-
liams, and Von Dutch, artwork by some of the 
best new artists in the genre will have work 
on display in the exhibit, which is sponsored 
by Jimmy Flintstone Studios.  Los Angeles 
artist Max Grundy, whose graphic work often 
incorporates images of hot rods (as well as 
flying saucers and robots) will fly in for the 
show (via conventional aircraft, we assume).  

As many current hot rod enthusiasts got their 
start building model cars, Torque Fest will fea-
ture a model show and contest.  While there 
will be four categories of models on display 
– Show Rods, Pre ‘70 Customs, Hot Rods, and 
Vintage Drag/Dirt Race Cars – organizers invite 
makers of any models to bring them out for dis-
play.  Other than normal admission price, there 
is no fee to participate in the model show.  The 
contest will be for kids 12-years old and under, 
with the winner getting $50 in cash.  

Both indoors and out, Torque Fest will feature 
a swap meet with dealers adhering to the 
same guidelines as the vintage hot rods in the 
show.  Only car parts or pre-1965 cars will be 
allowed.  “The strict guidelines set up for this 
swap meet are to maintain the integrity of the 
show,” notes Farley Speedway owner Keith 
Simmons.  “In order to make this event differ-
ent, we are not going to allow the stuff that 
you see at some of the bigger swap meets.  I 
mean, how many stalls of Hot Wheels, mod-
els, and Beanie Babies have you seen at car 
swap meets?  Too many!  That is why we 
would rather have 25 great parts guys set up, 
than 250 non-auto parts related vendors.” 

Vintage Torque Fest will feature live music all 
day, beginning at 11:30 a.m. with Iowa City surf 
band Surf Zombies.  At 1:30 p.m. Kansas City 
garage rockers Bleach Bloodz take the stage, 
with Dubuque punks Bucket House Hooligans 
bringing the rock at 3:30.  Holding down the 

headline spot at 6 p.m. will be Kansas City 
band Federation of Horsepower.  A souped-up 
quartet with a blues-based big block, hard rock 
headers, and horsepower to spare, these guys 
can go from slow groove to redline before you 
can say, “Go!”  They will definitely be a fitting 
end to a big day of hot rod action.  

Admission to Vintage Torque Fest is just $5 for 
spectators.  Qualifying hot rods can participate 
in the show (and take laps on the track) for just 
$20.  Motorcycle entry is just $10.  Onsite camp-
ing is available.  A fundraising event for Help-
ing Hannah’s Heart, all proceeds of Torque Fest 
go to a medical expense trust for a very cou-
rageous little three-year-old girl.  Hannah has 
already survived open-heart surgery to rebuild 
a valve, but will undoubtedly need further sur-
geries as she grows older.  For more of Hannah’s 
story, visit www.helpinghannahsheart.org. For 
more information about Vintage Torque Fest, 
visit www.vintagetorquefest.com.
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