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Congratulations to this year’s winners!
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[~ x Best Place to Buy Eyewear Kiauer Optical

o™ 8est Hordware Store... P ....Steve's Ace Home + Garden

() 8est Pet Products or Service: PetSmart

- 8est Place for Auto Reporr. Runde Auto Group

Best Jeweler. Doland Jewelers

Best Grocery Store Hy-Vee

) Best Bor Lot One

' L) Best Caterer. Kalmes Restaurant & Catering

E s U Best Photographer. T&E Photography
Best Florist Bult’s Flonist, Inc.

~_ Best Hor Salon. Contempo Salon Spa

s > 8est Auto Body Shop Brimeyer Auto Body

02 Best Ploce for a Massage... .....50dy & Soul Wellness Center & Spa

w 8est Car/Truck Declership. Runde Auto Group

Best Men's Clothing Store... ...Graham's Style Store

Q Best Ploce to B;y o Mattress, u’guc Mattress Foctory

. Best Women's Boutique... rendsetters Boutique

Major Sponsors' = Bestin-Home Cleaning Service. Merry Maids
() Best Ploce for G MONICU@/PEUICUIE......covvvsmiresrsmimemisssvers- NG fOF U

a» 8est Retail Meat Store Cremer's Meats

Y A = Best Dry Cleaner. Arfistic Cleaners
) 8est Place to Buy Fumiture Home+FloorShow

"patn Best Fitness Center. Planet Fitness
O Best Ploce for Tonning. Sun Ton City

oz Best Electronics Store. Best Buy

o 8est Convenience Store. Kwik Stor

Best Pharmocy.
Best Shoe Store.
Best Pown Shop.

Best Chilaren's SI0f@.........o.mmimmmimmssisrasiassens
- Best DJ Service

= e 8est Golf Course.

Hartig Drug
Brown's Shoe Fit Co.
Jerry's Pawn & Jewelry
Sprout: A Children's Boutique
Alexxus Enterfoinment
Lacoma Golf Club

Panera Bread

DIAMOND jO }

GRAND RIVER CENTER

8est Place for Lunch.

Best Place for Chili Wendy's
Best Place for Salad. Olive Garden
Best Place for Dessert, (tie) L. May Eatery and Village Inn
Bun Best Winery. tone Cliff Winery
Best Local Brewery.. Dimensional Brewing Company
LIG"T Best Place for Chicken. Jack's Chicken Palace
- Best Place for Asian Cuisine House of China
Best Place for a Donut. Donut Boy
7 8est Place for Cajun Cuisine. Fat Tuesday's
M 8est Ploce for o Bloody Mory i ..Midtown Marina
0 Best Place for ltalion Cuisine... . MONO'S. ||o||on Restauront
Aru&;: BOTTLING Best Place for atfish Chorlie's
pany < Best Food Truck Hopp« Hibachi
Best Ploce for Mexican Cuksine....................L0s Aztecas Mexican Restaurant
02  sest Place for Steak Texas Roadhouse
L] Best Ploce for Submarine Sandwiches.......... ..Jersey Mike's Subs
> Best Candy Shop. any Jane Homemcde Candies
Best Ploce for Breakfast Sunshine Fomlly Restaurant
W geq Supper Club. nmerman's Supper Club
The 00 Best Ploce for Wing! Buffaio Wild Wings
S TDITDAT AN . Best Fresh Bakery. Hy-Vee
' n FR]EDRIAN o Best Fast-Food Restaurant Culver's
GROUP. Best Place for Prime Rib.. Village Bor Supper Club
Q sest Pioce for Rib Tony Roma's
8est Place for Pizzo..... ...Happy Joc s Pluc & Ice Cream
o Q sest Place for  Burger )que Mining Co.
/\’ " [Tl Best Ploce for a Romantic Dinner. ..Jnmmermon s Supper Club
Grand River Best Place for Appetizer: Applebee's
MEDICAL GROUP Best Place for Sunday Brunch.........ciisisinn Jimmermaen's Supper Club
Best Place for Soup......... Panera Bread
Best Place for a Martini, Wicked Dome
Best Place for o Bagel Big Apple Bagels
Dubuqu. Best Buffet Pizza Ronch
» [ {dvertiser Best Piace for a Cup of Coffee Jumble Coffee Company
Best Place for a Margarita 05 Aztecas Mexican Restaurant
Best ice Cream Shop. Beecher's Ice Cream
Best Long Islond kced Teo Dubuque Mining Co.
i ‘M Best New Restawant Rusty Taco
. . .
2 All winners have been invited fo come & share
M
i dhapas their BEST at BesiFest.
» =% :
Z ¥ BestFest will take place
_Le Thursday, March 24, 2022 « 5-7:30pm
S at the Grand River Center
$40 Per Person
W E s ] Tickefs Are Available Now
' = at Hospice of Dubuque
FE s‘ 1670 JFK Road
Mediacom) or online at

www.hospiceofdubuque.org
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ULTIMATE PRIME RIB SANDWICH

Lawrence’s Pub

and Eater

By Bryce Parks

We made a pilgrimage to Benton, WI, on
a Friday for lunch for their fish fry. We've
made this 25-minute drive before for the
all-you-can-eat Lenten offering and were
well-fed, so we figured we’d do it again this
year. While we’re sorry to say that when
we got there, like so many other Tri-state
venues, the all-you-can-eat aspect of their
Lenten fish offerings were no longer all-
you-can-eat due directly to supply chain
issues and the price of fish, we were none-
theless not disappointed, nor deterred. We
decided to let this be our opportunity to
branch out and discover more of Law-
rence’s menu. And it is a pretty big menu.
When you visit them on Facebook, you
won’t find a bunch of ads for their food or
menu brags. What you will see is a display
of local pride and community support:
Shout-outs to local high schools sports
teams’ success, fundraisers for firemen,
memorials to lost friends, and photos from
family vacations. That’s because they don’t
need to advertise their food to their core
customers, those who live in and around
Benton. These folks already know how good
the food is at Lawrence’s, and what’s on
that menu. They don’t need a special entice-
ment to join the town for lunch or dinner,
just some hunger and the free time to visit.
We love that there is gymnasium-style
padding on a post just inside the front door.
How many people walk into that pole before
you decide you have to put a pad on it? We’'ll
chalk it up to considerate customer service.

We had the time to visit from all the
way over in Dubuque. So let’s get to it.
Naturally, we still got some of the fish
because it is, after all, Lent, and despite
not even being practicing Catholics... when
in Rome (or Benton). They have two fish fry
options this year: fried cod and fried pol-
lock. Having had cod many a time, we went
with the pollock, which was served in more
of a nugget-sized portion, but featured
a good helping of them, lightly breaded
and served with tartar and our choice of
potato (which included fries, sour cream
and onion wedges, or tater tots). Between
those of us eating, we got to try all of
the tater-based sides and liked them all.
Under $9, we found it to be a good value.
For our other samples, we kind of let
the menu guide us, and that is to say there
were a couple of items listed in bold red,
so like any good sucker for such stellar
marketing, we ordered those bolded red
items. The first was called the Big John
Burger. It featured two half-pound burger
patties, four slices of bacon, and cheese.
We got all the fixings to finish it off and
cut it into four pieces to share. After all,
who the heck needs a full pound of ground
beef? Needless to say, it was one tall, tasty
burger. I'd suggest it... had | not also sam-
pled the other bolded red menu highlight.
The Ultimate Prime Rib Sandwich was
the highlight of our trip, and probably
would be for yours too. Not reinventing
the wheel, this juicy mama consisted of
thinly sliced prime rib, grilled mushrooms,
and onions, served open-faced, with
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BIG JOHN BURGER

melted mozzarella cheese on top. Fin-
ish it off with au jus for dipping, and you
have a winner on your hands. The basket
version was $12 and worth every penny.

| mentioned a large menu, and | wasn’t
exaggerating. One full page was dedi-
cated to just the pizza menu, with a dozen
specialty pizzas featured, but you can, of
course, have them make you just about
anything you like on their self-rising crust.
The 16" always has more than a full pound
of cheese, and the veggies are all fresh-cut
on site. In addition to more unique pies
like the Hawaiian, Taco, and Chicken Bacon
Ranch, | thought “The Spooky” with “Long
Lost Irish Pinball Ham & Swiss Tradition”
(we have no idea what that actually means)
was particularly out of the ordinary.

Pizzas must be a big deal because they
come before even the appetizers on the
menu. The apps consist of the usual fried
fare, with a Supreme Sampler allowing
you to try a mix of onion rings, mozzarella
sticks, chicken strips, mini tacos, and cheese
curds... all the good stuff. Quesadillas,
wings, and nachos round out the category.

Simple salads are highlighted by
chicken add-on options—grilled, fried, or
blackened—plus homemade chili or soup.

The rest of the menu is sandwiches,
but with more than 40 specific options
called out, that means a lot of varia-
tions come between those buns. A list of
specialty burgers has a few curveballs
like the Zesty Zephyr Burger, featur-
ing Cajun spices, jalapefios, and pepper
jack. You’ll want a backup beer ready
before you dig in. The burgers are joined
by a selection of likewise amendable
chicken sandwich options, as well as
some deli-style sammies like a club and
a BLT. They also have seven featured
wraps, from steak and cheese and Philly
to a turkey bacon ranch and a Santa Fe.
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POLLACK WITH FRIES

The Hot and Hearty Sandwich list
brings in that prime rib as well as fish, a
patty melt, gyros, French dip, Reuben, and
a Morgan Sandwich, which puts a fried
egg on a ham and Swiss on Texas toast.

There are no real surprises on the menu,

but when you are driving through a small
Wisconsin town, maybe on your motor-
cycle or on a weekend cruise, what you are
looking for is quality and dependability,
and that’s what you find at Lawrence’s.
Whatever you get, it’s gonna be pretty
good, and there will likely be plenty of it.
Sometimes a small-town eatery can be a
coin toss, but you’re going to win the flip
in Benton every time. We’'ll be back! m
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Hours:

TUE -

SAT:

4:30-9PM

James Beard Foundation

Lawrence’s Pub and Eatery
46 E MAIN ST, BENTON, WI
608-759-4000

Hours: Wed-Sun: 11 AM-9 PM

SUBMIT YOUR DINING SUGGESTIONS!
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE RESTAURANT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE US VISIT?
PLEASE SEND US YOUR REQUESTS,
SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS!

EMAIL: DINING@DUBUQUE365.COM
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Food Insecurity in lowa

with Courtney Long, Food Systems Program Manager
for lowa State University Extension and Outreach

Saturday, March 26 at 11am | Kennedy Mall

LOCATED IN WEST CONCOURSE, NEXT TO SHOE CARNIVAL

n @wintermarketdbq ’ www.wintermarketdbqg.com
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